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Extracts from the Diaries of
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Sadly, the Rev. Alexander McLeod is largely forgotten 
today.  He was remarkable for having led the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church to take a clear st and against  the 
pract ice of slavery, in , and should be better remem-
bered by the Church today.  As the past or of a prominent 
New York church, he was also a close friend of Samuel 
Miller, Archibald Alexander and Ashbel Green, was a 
noted author and an able preacher.  

Th us it was a real joy to discover last  year that his 
papers, along with those of his son John Niel McLeod 
had been preserved.  Th e collect ion consist s primar-
ily of diaries kept by both men during the years of 
their minist ry, and these materials were donated 
in  to the University of Delaware for preserva-
tion.  Most  archives typically will not let research-
ers handle materials that have not been arranged 
and described (i.e., “processed”) and the processing 
of the McLeod collect ion only occurred late in .  
So when I was asked to join in the celebration of the 
th anniversary of Fairfi eld Presbyterian Church in 
Fairton, NJ last  Oct ober, that occasion proved a provi-
dential time to also take an hour’s drive across the bor-
der into Delaware to examine the McLeod papers in 
person, accompanied by Dr. David Calhoun and the 
Rev. Michael Schulke, past or of Fairfi eld PCA.  Th e fol-
lowing are a few excerpts from his diaries, to give some 
fl avor of what the collect ion contains.  Th e earliest  of 
these diaries begins in  when Alexander McLeod 
was candidating for the minist ry.

From the  diary of Alexander McLeod:

Th ursday August   []
Aft er the morning exercise was fi nished, I read & 

took notes of  pages of Turretin & then went to Mr. 
Pross’s to hear Mr. McIlhenny examine the congrega-
tion & give a charge to the intended communicant to 
prepare for that solemn worship.

Th is continued until  o’clock in the aft ernoon.  Aft er 
my return I read  pages in Callender’s Sketches.  His 
usual accuracy of st atement & persp icuity & neatness 
of ability is here manifest .  His theory for the assist ance 
of the poor appears somewhat visionary.  It is rather 
impract icable, & perhaps it is more natural to have no 
positive support provided for that class of peo- [Page 
] ple by Law.  It is undoubtedly a duty  & good policy 

to defend them from oppression.  Aft er this I as usual 
closed the day.

Friday August  th []
Morning exercises being fi nished I read the remain-

ing  pages of Callender’s Sketches.  He fi nishes more 
luminous and determinate than he began.  Without jus-
tifying France he fast ens a st igma upon the Federal Ad-
minist ration of America,…. [Page ] I read  pages 
more of Turretine, and  in Burke’s letter to a member 
of the British Parliament.  Th is great & eccentric ora-
tor, who in the morning of his life, was the redoubted 
champion of public liberty but in the evening of his day 
became its venal & determined foe, burns with his own 
lust re to the very socket. His vehemence, his persp icuity, 
his pathetic eloquence glows on every page.  Th e beauty 
of his st yle, the ardour of his soul makes us overlook the 
venality of his design.  Th e magnitude of the subject , 
the truth of his premises & the danger with which he 
threatens the country almost  forces to assent to the un-
just  conclusions which he draws.  He advises to a pow-
erful vigorous exertion against  the regicide republic as 
the only possible means of salvation to Britain.

Th e day was concluded as usual.

Saturday, th August .
Aft er Breakfast  I walked to Schenect ady  miles.  

Th ere sp ent some agreeable moments in the entertain-
ing and inst ruct ing conversation of Mssrs. Linn and El-
linge.  Drank tea with Mr. Beaty and walked along with 
him to Princeton  miles.  

Aft er ending the day as it was begun by a personal 
but private devotion, retired to bed.

Sabbath Day, August  th
Aft er the morning services, walked to Princeton 

Church, where Mr. __[?]__ introduced his lect ure by 
a remark upon the important consequences of seem-
ingly trivial causes in the providential disp osal of events, 
a short paraphrase upon  Ps. -.  He then lec-
tured upon Cant.  – It being the preparation before 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper & in the aft ernoon 
preached a sermon from Mat. ..  All things are ready 
come unto the marriage.

 . Some extract s from McLeod’s diaries appear in Samuel Brown 
Wylie’s Memoir of Alexander McLeod, D.D., New York (New York: 
Charles Scribner,  Nassau Street, ).
 . Th e McLeod diaries are part of the McLeod Family Papers. 
McLeod Family Papers, Special Collect ions, University of Delaware 
Library, Newark, Delaware.
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The Law & the Gospel

Tuesday th, January .

Gal. :. “Th e Law is not of faith.”

8
Every man who watches the progress of society has ob-
served that principles change rapidly & imperceptibly. 
Th e Apost olical Churches furnished examples. Here 
Paul the friend of orthodoxy dist inguishes the Gosp el 
from what prepared for it. .–. No salvation by the 
Law, verse . Faith just ifi es & they who are of faith are 
they who embrace the Gosp el. Verses , . Th e words of 
my text signify that the Law is diff erent from the Gos-
pel. Th is, my subject .

I. Some Truisms which deceive the Legalist .
. Th e Old is not the New Test ament.
. Mosaic ritual is not the present mode of worship.
. Th e Commandments are not the Covenant of 
Grace.

II. Th e Law & Gosp el are dist inguished radically.
. As they resp ect  man the subject . A moral agent—ru-
ined sinners.
. God the Author. Necessary emanation—voluntary 
Grace.
. Th eir form; Law imperative; Gosp el indicative;
. Th eir connect ion with the proposed blessings.

III. Terms which need correct ion.
. Th e requisitions of the Gosp el: Th e Commands: 
Th reats.
. Condemned by the Gosp el. Curse of the Gosp el.
. All such terms as convert the Gosp el into a Law ren-
dering it indefi nite—Neonomian error.
Conclusion.

On Property, by Alexander McLeod [excerpted from 
his diary for ]

Exod. ..  Th ou shalt not st eal.
Property is necessary to the maintenance of man; 

and as every man has a dist inct  personality, he must  
appropriate to his own nourishment and dress some-

thing that cannot possibly be enjoyed in the same 
manner by any other person in the universe.  What-
ever communion we may have with others either in 
friendship or in law; and howsoever we may devise 
our enjoyments from the same table or st ore, there is 
a separation made at last ; and every individual takes 
an exclusive right to that which he eats and drinks & 
wears for himself.  A sense of property is an ultimate 
fact  in the const itution of human nature.  It soon ap-
pears in the emotions of infancy; occasions many of 
the contentions of our children; & causes wars among 
the rulers of the nations as well as innumerable other 
litigations in society.  Property is essential to life; to 
procure it & enjoy it, an unalienable right; to defend 
it, a common duty; and to regulate both the acquisi-
tion & and the preservation of it is the design of the 
eighth commandment. ■

Pict ured above is a photograph of the page from Alexander 
McLeod’s  Diary containing the sermon outline as tran-
scribed to the left .  Th e diary is part of the McLeod Family 
Papers, Special Collect ions, University of Delaware Library, 
Newark, Delaware. Used with Permission.


