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In the translation and metrical setting of Psalm  you have 
before you, we have endeavored to render the Hebrew clearly, 
with an eye to preserving the metrical nature of the Psalm. 
We have added a small repeat in some of the phrasing to fa-
cilitate an English meter, and much of the translation will 
be familiar, seeing that many of our English translations are 
quite true to the Hebrew. We have translated the Hebrew word 
ds,j, chesed, oft en translated as “mercy” or “lovingkindness” 
as “Covenant-Faithfulness” seeing that it describes that ev-
erlast ing fi delity the Lord has toward all those with whom 
He has entered into covenant through His Son. Th e word 
translated as mercy is the Hebrew word µymij}r' rachamim, 
which is a plural, by which is underst ood the plenteousness 
of God’s forgiving mercy. 

Th is is a penitential Psalm, which is refl ect ed in the name 
of the tune. As we learn in the “Psalm Title” or introduct ion, 
(verse  in the Hebrew Psalter) this is a Psalm of David, and 
the occasion, his confession and repentance before the Lord 
upon his sin with Bathsheba, the murder of Uriah, and those 
other sins and circumst ances surrounding this occasion. As 
has been noted by many commentators, the Psalms encompass 
much, if not all, godly emotion and devotion in their insp ired 
lyrics. Such recognition has prompted the Church, and I be-
lieve rightly, to class certain Psalms according to this usage. For 
inst ance, we have called Psalm  a Penitential Psalm. Th e same 
might also be said of Psalms , , , . In these Psalms 
we learn from the insp ired authors squarely, fully, to face and 
embrace our sins, rather than to ignore them, and as well we 
learn what true repentance “looks like” as we behold insp ired 
penitence. Th ere are Psalms which teach us how to pour out 
our soul before our merciful and faithful Lord in times of great 
affl  ict ion. Such Psalms included here would be Psalms , , , 
, and many others, where we learn to dist inguish cast ing 
our care upon Christ  from murmuring and unholy complaint. 
Th ere are, as we have discussed in a previous inst allment, im-
precatory Psalms, in which we learn to ask the Lord to de-
fend us, and save us from His and our enemies by thoroughly 
defeating them in their counsels, and by preserving us until 
such deliverance is accomplished. Such would include Psalms 
, , , , , etc. Th ere are Psalms of thanksgiving and 
adoration, where we learn to express our gratitude to the Lord 

for His great benefi ts, forgetting none of them. Such would  
include Psalms , , , , , and of course, the crescendo 
of praise and adoration in Psalms , , , , and . 
Th ere are what have been st yled the Royal Psalms, in which 
our Lord Jesus Christ , in the Spirit of Prophecy, is seen as the 
King of Kings, enthroned, as Sovereign Lord and Judge over 
all creation, and in which we learn to praise Him as such. We 
might include Psalms , , , , , ,  among others 
in this division. Related to the former category, there are those 
Psalms that have been called Enthronement Psalms, in which 
the Lord is seen in the greatness of majest ic rule, in which He 
is seen as it were in His coronation ceremony, ascending His 
throne, ruling the nations, defeating the counsel of his enemies, 
and exalting His people. We would include here Psalms , , 
-. In these latter categories of Psalms we learn how to exalt 
the Lord Jesus Christ  as King of Nations, the sovereign ruler 
in the aff airs of men. 

Th ere are more. We could sp eak of the Psalms of lamenta-
tion, where we learn how to express to the Lord our disappoint-
ments and grief. Th ere are the Zion-Psalms, where we learn 
of the sp ecial care and love the Lord has for His Church of all 
ages, and how we are to be mindful of and thankful for such 
great care. Th ere are songs of corporate praise, private praise, 
corporate affl  ict ion, private affl  ict ion, in which we learn to wor-
ship the Lord in all kinds of circumst ances—in the corporate 
worship of the saints, and in the private and secret places of our 
individual communion with the Lord. Truly the Psalms furnish 
for the Church of all ages those insp ired words in which she 
might express her joys, and her disappointments. In the singing 
of these insp ired songs she will show forth her favored position 
as the Church of the Living God, in that she has learned these 
great Gosp el-truths, and underst ood to the best  of the ability 
her human frame allows the greatness, majest y, sovereignty, 
holiness, righteousness, and eternity of her Great Lord, who 
has graciously revealed Himself to her, and brought her into the 
circle of His confi dence (Psalm .; .). Truly, the Psalms 
breathe of a rarifi ed and insp ired air that no human composition 
can approach, and yet in these very Psalms we have the entire 
compass of our humanity there inscribed. Let us therefore take 
up these Psalms and sing with grace in our hearts. In triumph 
and defeat, when we abound and when we are abased, whether 
full of praise or penitent, beholding the majest y, sovereignty, 
holiness of our Great Father, His Son, and His Spirit, let us off er 
the sacrifi ce of our lips, making mention of His Name. 
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