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‘¢ Ccrinthian races anly one obtains the prize; iy b-
¢ Chriftian race every one that runs well, and hola.
‘“ out to the endy receives a crown; fbey a corruptible
‘“ one, but we one that is incorruptible.” |

Tue Ciriftian’s, and efpecially the Chriffian Minifte:% |
tafk, may be irkforne; in his courfe he may meet with
difficulties, many enewies and obftacles may obftruét
his paffage, his very life may be in danger, but, faity’
the Apcltle, “ Nene of th:fe things neve me, neither dy!
I count my life dear unto myfelf, that I may finify my courfs
with joy, and the Miniftry which the Lord Jelus bas give
umo me,” Alts xx. 24.

To behold this race as it is run by the good man s
an animating and profitabie fpectacle; it becomes more
and more interefting as it draws nearer and nearer tojts |
conclufion, for tke path of ‘the good man is as the fhinin; |
lirht, which fbineth more cind more umtil the peifelt day,
Prov. iv. 18. A clofe recard to this may have a very.
happy influence ; the zeal of thofe who run before may
quicken our own tardy pace; the crown of righteoul.’
aels, given by the righteous Judge to thofe who have
fought the good fight, Bnifhed their courfe, and kept;
faith, may excite us zlo to prefs forward toward the
raatk, the prize of our high calling. Hence we are ex.
horted'to * behold the go.d man, and to mark the up-
right, for their end is peace.” And with regard to fuca
as have {poken unto us the word of Gop, we are ex-
pref-ly direted not only to follow their faith, but alo
to ¢ confrder the end of their corerfation.”

T'o comply with thissxhortation is the defign of our
prefent mournful meeting. The words I read unto you
are {poken of Foks the Baptift ; but on this occafior. yoo
naturally applied them in your minds to a man of Go>
fent among you, whofe name allo was Fobn; he appears
(alas for the laft time!) among you, not in this defk, |
but in a coffin ; he can fpeak to you no more, except!

by the fight of his breathlefs corpfe now before us; this:
) - affetinz
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. felting fight at laft realizes what we long feared, Our
@ . iend {lecpeth, Fobn has finithe.l his courfe,

' TwaT we may reap fome lafting benefit on this me-
@ ' ncholy occafion, I propofe 1o {peak on the courfe
M hich Fobn the Baptift run and finithed, 1 thall a little
B wraterize our deceaied friend, and difiifs you with
® e practical remarks on the whole, earnceftly wifhing
& at as formerly Sampfon did more hurt to the Philiftines

>

- 3Y 1 his death, than ever he had done in life, you mzy {o
g ioprove the death of your worthy Paftor as to receive
! qual or mare good from his ‘peaking to you now he s
i -ead than ever you did by his Miniftry and exhortations
ia thile he continued alive. |
Tue name of Fobn is famous among the Difciples of
‘tjur Chrift. It was the name of that Difciple whom
i #fur loved more than any other, and the name of his
fg; orerunner, to whom moreover it was given by an ex-
o wrefs divine direction. Of this Fobn it was foretold that
N ic thould be ¢ great in the fight of tke Lord;” and cur
3§ .ord aflures us, that ¢ among them that are born of wo-
wa theve bas not rifen any greater than John, Matth. xi.
¥ 1. He comes neareft unto Jefus Chriff himfelf, but
% Il the fingularities of his charatter and life center in
§ ‘his, that he was the meflenger fent before Chriff the
Viefiab to prepare his way, and to make him known in
Jrael.  He was not the light, but was [ent to bear witnefs
f the light, John i. 8. That he might be looked for in
 his new and important office it had been foretold in the
Jld Teftament that a perfon like him fhould appear; be-
ore he was conceived the Angel affured Zeckariah
hat ke fbould go befere the Lord in the [pirit and power of
ilias, Luke i, 17. and hence alfo his mother ¢¢ received
‘rength to conceive, and was delivered of bim when fbe was
aft age, becaufe fbe judged bim faithful who bad promifed.”
1is birth, at {fuch a time and under fuch circumftances,
night ferve as a hint unto thofe who waited for the re-
lemption of Jfrael that the promife fo long looked for
A2 wag
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w1z new beginning to be accomplithed; in the wom!, [
of his mother he had already bren filicd with the B iy 7
Ghott, and that his nativity was looked upon as an oy,
travrdinary event we are exprefsly informed, *Sfear ¢ opg
upon all that dwelt aveund them s thefe tiings wee nuf
coroad thionhout ¢l the boli couniry of Judea, aid o2l vy %
heard it [nid 5t up in theis bearts, faying, TWVbet manner of %
cbild foall this be?” Luke 1. €3, 66 We may leok vpon

him therefore both as a Frophet and mere than a re.
phet. iHisappearance falls into a moft remarkable p-.

riod; he concludes all the prophecies of the Old Teita.

ment, and may well be confidered as an able Minitter
of the New, 1le is frequently called Llias, becaufs he

came in his fpint and power, and in many things re.

{fembled that Prophet. He was in the wildernefs ¢ uail
the day ot his fhewing unto Ifrael,” and even atterwards
he cinefly preached and baptized in the wildernels of
Fudea. lis dvefs was rough and coarfe like that ¢f his
predecefior, < camel’s hair and a girdle of a fkin abeut
his loins” ¢ he did eat Jocuft and wild honey;' he
came as a preacher of righteoulnels; his converfation
was {o blamelefs and loly that Clriff himfelf calls him
“a Lurniag and a fhining light,” 5202 v, 35, and
though he wrought no miracles, yet fuch was ks fame
that  all men wefod in their Beorts cbother be coas not th
MefMas,” Luke 1. 15. Liven they that fat on Affa
chair at Ferafaless fent Priells and Levites to afk i
who be waz, and dilcovered ne averfion to own and re

ceive him as the Corift of the Lord, would he have ai

fumed that charatter, but ¢ ke confefi7d and denied not, by

confofivd I am wot ive Chritt.” Far trom affuming a cha

N M . . . - t"’ '
racter rot his own, when his Difciples informed him

“ he to whom thou beareill witnels behold the fam.
baptizeth, and all men coire to him,” he appeals t
them, ¢ Ye youriclves bear me witnels that I faid
a1 not the Chrifl, but fent before hiny, he muft encreale
but I muit decreale,” Fobn iii, 26, 3¢. Thus his hu;ui
' ity
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ity aad faithfulaefs are équally confpicuous, and jult
as he was “ulfi ling his courie he c.cclarc:s ‘ Whom thiak
vethat [ am? Tam net ke, but he that cometh after e,
wiofe thoes of his feet I am not woerthy to loofe.”

‘I'i7g courle which Jola is here faid to have fulfilled
may be ualerftood either of the courfe of Lis life, or of
Lis ofice and Miniftey, as he finilhed both at the fame
twe 5 it feems however molt probable that the latter is
bere Chigfly iatended.

IT is cbleivable that he began his courle very late;
te had attained his thure: cth)car before ever he appeaied
in tis publick charalter.  Some are of opinion tihat
Priefts and Levites never entered upon their office until
tat age; certain it is that our Lord himicif began his
;a\l ok Mnmﬁry ro feoncr. 1 would not infer hence
u&[ no man ought to enter upen the facred office be-

e that age, but we may with great pro')riety concluce

at care fhould be taken that the Rl iftry may not
tecome contemptible by youth, and that a Preacncr
cught not to be a novice, left he fall into the condem-
nauon of the devil, 1 7im 1. 6.

Tue fum and fu‘){t.n ¢ of the Miniftey which Folx
had to fuifii was to nmake Chrift known in Ijmel This
was and is the main bulincfs of the fervants of Gup 1
eve:y age, butit was that of Fobn in a particular man-
nee: As he appears at a very extraordiaary period fo he
enters upon a very extraordinary office: He faw the
cnncluﬁun of the O!d ard the beginning of the difpen-
titien of the New Teftament; in fome refpe&s he is the
Minifter of both, the laft that for=tclls a Redeemer to
cxme, and the firft that points him out as come already.
T'ough as the fon of a Pricft he had a night to the Prieft-
tosd, and to ferve at the altar, yet he ‘continued in the
defart until his fhewirg himfelf to the children of Jrael,
We do not find that he ever offered any facrifice, bue
ac pointed out the Lamb of Gop which taketh away the
iny of the world. No other ever run the coutfc that he

run,
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run, and if Minifters are the ftars whom Jefus holds in
his right hand, he may emphatically be calicd the new
and uncommon ftar that preceded the appearance of
Cériff, and that was to direét men to the new born ?{ing
of the Fews. As the morning ftar goes befere and dif-
appears with the rifing of the fun, fo 7obn went before

.rift, and finifhed his courfe when the {un of righte.

culnels was now rifeh with healing under his wings, As
he came upon a new and uncommon errand, o he le.
gitimates his miflion in a very folemn manner, The
Prophets of the Old Teftament, and all that were ever
fent in an extraordinary manner, gave proofs of their
being immediately {ent of Gop. Fobz did the fame; he
wrought indeed no miracles, but he did what is more
important, he turned the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and many of the children of Jfrae/ to the Lord
their Gopy yet, when he was formally alked, /#%4o art
thou ¢ what [ayeft ihou of thyfelf ¥ he faid, I am the voic
of cne crying in tioe wildernefs, Make flraizht the way of the
Lord, as fuid the Prophet Efaias, Fobn i. 22, 23 It
would have been the higheft prefumption in him thus
to run tf he had not been fent; he never would have
been owned and approved of Gop in an office to which
Gop had not called him  “ Noman taketh (or ought te
take) ebis Eoncar unto bimfelf but be that is calied of Gop,”
and ¢ even Chrilt glerified not himfelf.” If men will walk
out of the common road they ought to have an uncom-
mon authority for {o doing; and fo careful was Fobn that
his avthority and miffion might clearly appear, at lealt
among his own Difciples, that, when he was already
caft into prifon, he fent two of his Difciples to Chrift,
not fo much to afk him: Art thou he that was to come?
of which he had already the cleareft affurance; but to
obtain the fanction of Fejus Chrift to his miflion and to all
that he preached and taught concerning him; ard ai-
though he was fanétified from the womb, declared to be
the meflenger of Ctrift before he was born, though he

grew
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v 2
grew and waxed ftrong in the fpirir while he was yeta
child, yet he did not pretend to preach, or enter upon
his office, till Gop (pofiibly by an immediate revelation)
ordered him to begin, for the period when he fo began
to appear in publick feems very carefully marked ; (An-
ras and Caiaphas being High Priefts, the word of Gop
came unto Fobr, the for of Zacharias, in the wildernefs,
and he came preaching the baptifm of repentance for
the remiflion of fins, Lukeiii. 2, 3. Jobn does not barely
aTert his being fent of Gop, but his charaéter and car-
riage is alfo fuch as .muft have convinced every reafon-
able man that he anfwered the charalter given of the
forerunner of Chrift by the Prophets, and that he was
indeed fent of Gop.

As he was very felemnly fent, fo he was very emi-
nently qualified. All thofe whom Gop fends on any
particular errand he ally qualifics for the errand on
which he fends them.  Whatever difference there may
be in the gifts and graces of his fervants, and though
all are not fent on a fervice equally important with that
Join went upon, yet ’tis no unreafonable fuppofition,
nor an uncharitable one, that Gop fernds no maa to talk
nonfenfe in his name, or to be diforderly under pretence
of ferving his caule, Whatever extraordinary call, fu-
perior zeal or fuccefs, a man may boaft of, if he plainly
does not appear qualified for the work he pretends him-
fell called to, it may well be doubted whether his boaft-
ing is any more but the effet of a heated fancy or of a
dangerous delufion.  Jobrn does not only appear imme-
diately called, but alfo emineatly qualili<d; he begins
a very uncommon work, but gives very fufficient proofs
of his extraordinary commiffion,

In the Miniftry of Joln the Baptilt there are feveral
things very remarkable, but the principal two are his
being fent to preach and being fent to baptize.  Since
the time of Malachi, for the fpace of about four hundred
yrars, no Prophet had riien in Jrac/, never had they

pEcates



creater caule to complain: ¢ We fee not our fign;,
there is no mo ¢any "Pro; >hct » Pf i Ixxiv. g B
now Jokn came to pre: ach, hence he is called the V. me
of one that cricth; and as the manner r and fubjact.of b

preaching {o greatiy dificred from thefe who th- 1’1 Wire |
the eftablithed Teachers, no wonder that his pzc.u Mo
caufed fuch great cony notlons The cour'e of Tl |
being a (ourfc of preacking, what was the fum and fub. §
ftance ~" his dodtiine naturaily becomes the {ubjedt of &

our rnqmry.

Trne Teachers of the law that then were ¢ tanzh /i §

dotrines the commandments of meny” the pure and feriprun
precepts of love to Gop and man were forgottzn, and
as it were buried under the rubbith of human traditions;
the fpiritual meaning of all the external rites required
by the ceremonial law was utterly neglected; empt;
formality was placed in the room of the xdwlon of the
heart, thouorh they had the key of knovfiedm' yet they
were unacqu“mtcd with him to whom all Prophcts bare
witnefs; a very comfiderable party had even adulteratd
the relmzon of rea’on and nature, by denying the im.
morta l.ty af the {oul and the certainty of future rewarc:
and punithments; the Plarifces went about to eltablih
a righteoufnefs of their cwn, and grounded ther accep-
tance with Gop on the I erformance of a variety of rites
and a fair external appearance; the Sadfucces denied the
refurretion of the body and any life to come; tae mo
rals of the nation were corrupted to the high eft e orce
To fuch a people was 7o!# fent, and at fuch a peri: 3
did he begin the courfz ¢t his N‘xmﬂry to preach un
them Chri? and repentance, | have cbferved that the
main defign of the NMiviftry of Juln the Baptit was
prepare the way for the reception of the A,«Jz.'b, and to
smake him known to thefe to whom he preached; it my
be very proper to rake a nearcr view of what J.in

taught concerning him.
]
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t. He made bim known as the eternal fun of Gon y that
‘Gov has a fon, and that he, once as'a child, was born
{ unto us, and as the fon givem; that the eternal Farher
¢ faid unto him, Thou art my for, Plalm i they mighe
" learn from the writings of the Old Teftament; but'that
7e[m of Nazareih was this fon of Gop, fleth and bload

;;_ could nct reveal unto them; Fobn foars high, « I fa»
- 2 mnd bear record that this is the fon of Gon,” 7obn i 31,

2. Hs seftified that Jetus Chrilt came fro,;»z Heaven "o

& wrtb. Fvery other good man and meflenger of G
¢ ftillis of the earth, butonly Cbri2 is the Lord from Flea-
B en. He mrefcnts him as being much prinr to hin-
& ilf; though 70/3;2 was born into the world fome wfmths
2% before Chri? By he declares: ¢« [le that ¢z n0th efter me

was before me,” John i 15, In all things he has the pre-

e:nincnce, he that is frrm Feaven is above all, John i,
%2 1. leis he whom the [Matner loveth, and has put ail
& tings in his hands, Fobn 1. 30.

me very clearly [peaks of the defirn of Chrill’s con-

mq, and of bis great bufines among men.  He fpeaks of
& him not only as of one of {uperior dignity, who'e fhoes
'y he was not worthy to loofe,---as of one who came to ju {7e

the people, and ¢ wbho would thoronghly fift kis floor,” bae

£ repeatedly points him out.--as *“ the Lamb of (ﬂ)D m&mo-

cway the fins of theaworld,” John i, 29. And thus the ca-
pital do&trine of the reconciliation of men with Gon,
and that it was to be brought about by a facrifice, was
openly declared, as foon as ke made his publick appear-

. ance by whofe means it was to be brought about. Fobn

very clcar y and fully informed them that Chriff-wis not
come 25 & woridlv Prince to deliver them from the Ro-
nens, and to rule over them as an earthly King, which
w25 the common and falfe notion they entertained of his
perfen and office.  He fpeaks of him nct as one thor
epprared in maiefty and audln?d a worldly ftate, but as

2 lamb to be flain for the fins of the world.
4 Tue Baptfl does not only afiert that the Azejres
B 1S
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is aQually come, and that Jefus of Nazareth is the man,
but be alfo enlargeth on bis ability and perfest fufficicney for
that purpofe. Ie reprefents Fefus as anointed with the
Holy Ghoft and power, *¢ who teftifieth what he has
heard and feen,” ¢ who fpeaketh the word of Gop,”

and who has not only “ received the {pirit without mea. @
fure, but who will alfo beftow the fame {pirit uponall @

his followers,” and *¢ baptize them with the Holy Ghoft

and fire;” whom to receive, and in whom to believe,is {§
a matter of that confequence that be that belicveth on bin 8y
bas everlasting life, and he that believeth not the [on fhall
not Jee life, but the wrath of Gop abideth on bim, John i 8

36.

Dafeiptes of Jetus Chrilt: For this purpo!e he not only

preached, but, by the folemn and vifible ceremony ot
baptiim, as it were lifted men under the banners of §
74/21: Chrift, Becau'e he adminiftered this baptifm unto §
- thoufands he is called the Baptift. This baptifin which
he began being fomething new was more notice taken &
of than even his perChmf‘f , it would feem as if it was &

. Tre whole defign and drift of the Miniftry and 8
preachmg of John is evidently to engage men to become the

expelted that whenever Elies or Chrift thould come ther 3 -

would baptizes hence the Fews afk Fobn: Why baptizel §

thou if tbm be not Chrift, nor Elias, sor the Proplet, Juht .

1. 5. and thus gave him an opportunity to declare th

the exprefs delign of his fo doing was to make Chr

known as come among them, that he fhould be smade ms

nifeft in lirael th erefare am I come baptizing with water,

- John i, 23. He did not baptize any, that they thevet:
might become his own Difciples, but that they fhould b.-
lieve on him which Soould come after kim, that is on Jeft:
Chrift, Afs xix. 4. His views and intentions were b
no means to make a party for himfelf, but to gather me/
unto Chrift; hence, when he was informed that “ Ty

himfelf baptized, and that all men came to him,” T

reproves the jealoufy of his followers, and eftablifhe -
, L
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the fole and fuperior authority of Chriff+ He th.t bas the
bride is the bridegroom, but the friend of the bridegroom,
which Sandeth and bearcth bimy rejoiceth greatly becanle of
the bridegroom’s woice; this my joy rherefore is fulfilied,
John iii, 29, This baptifm of Fehn was not only of
Gobp, and refting upon divine authority and cammand,
but alio effentially the fame with that of the New Te-
flament and a baptifim unto repentance and forgivenefs
of fins. Great mulritudes came to it from Ferufaless and
all parts, and thus the moft important and neceffary
truth of that time, wsz. that Chrjff was actually come,
that all that would obrain pardon of fin muft apply unto
him, and that himfelf would baptize with the Holy
Ghoft ard fire, became publickly known; they that re-
ceived it became his happy followers, and they that re-
jeéted it were rendered inexcufable; Fobn came in the
way of righteoufnefs, though many believed him not,
Mest, xxi. 32, Itappears that even his being caft into
prifon (which fome fuppofe happened twice) could not
divert Fobn from his zeal and fidelity, and itis very ob-
fervable that his courfe was a very {hort one; it was fo
whether you refer it to his whole life, which did not
much exceed thirty, or to his Muniftry, in which he wae
not employed above three years. Uleful lives feem ne.
ceflary, and we would wifh them long; but Gopo's
thoughts are not like our thoughts; as Chbriff encreafed
Jobn decreafed; when it was univerfaliy preached and
known that Chrift was altually come the delign of the
Baptift’s Miniftry was fully anfwered. The morning
ftar difappears after the fun is rifen in his ruii ftrength,
We are immortal till our time comes. Herodias long
fought his life, but even while he continues in prifon
the word has free courfe; doubtlefs and in his bends
alfo he begot fome in the gofpel; he preached Chriff
while he was at liberty, he glorifies him alfo in bonds,
in a day leaft expected he finifheth his courfe. If his lile

was remarkable his death is not lefs fo. The mannerin
B2 which
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which he finithed is one of tho'e diipenfations o Frovie
dence which are $afl finding out, one of thafe jude. &R
ments which are a greac deep. The faithful reproors of
Yol had long been intolerable unto Heredias,  Ileiods 2
had aliking to Jolau, but for that wicked woman be had " §
a preater.  Scme have thought the whole a plot con. 3
trived between him and her to get rid of a man whom
it was impoflille to take away under any colour of ju.
fuice. This gains ‘weight, becaufe it is exprefsly faid,
Le wwould have put bim to death befove, but be feared the
multitude, Mate. xiv. 6. Mark allo feems to hint this,
by calling the King’s birth-day ¢ a convenient day” for
that purpofe, when poflibly it was all agreed before be-
tween ferod and Ferodias that Jobn that day fhould fall
a vittim to hei relentment, and that her daughter, on
fuch a promife to be made by the King, thould afk the
head of Joln. However this be, I would conclude that
liered added this to all the evils he had done witi: fome
reluctance, A wanton lafcivious girl, at the inftigation
of a cruel and adulterous mother, demands his head;
the Kirg with an oath had promifed to grant her requetl;
a falte paint of Lonour weighs down every other confi-
deration; deaf to every dictate of 1cafon, conf:ience, o
juflice, and open to the allurements of tis unchafte
- (BAneSions, he grants her a requelt as wicked and cruel -
as ‘uticafonable and inconliflent with the feftivity of
Aiis birth-day : None of thoieihat fit with him at table
interpole; truth and innocence have few or no advo-
cates at Coures; ¢ be fent and bcleaded John in prijeny”
a praot that where the word of & Kiny is there 15 power,
ard that it wicked men bear rule religion and integrity &)
are without prote€lion,  Fered’s birdi-day is the dying i

-
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duy of Fotmy but here ally the day of death is better
tiian the day of birthg no Doner is the order given but
it 15 alfo executed, ¢ Lis Lead wae brouht in a charger:’
" So ghalily an afpedt, 1o thocking a fignt, ay the bloody
hiead of o riphteous man, tekon off 10 an initant, dues
nut q
>
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b fee to fpoit the mirth of this feaft, cruelty and
ehye extirpaie cven natural fofcncls,---equally void
e teeiines of humanity or confcience, a wicked
teiter with her own hands carries the {till bleeding
o to ler fHill more wicked mother, Unhappy
wting, where the bead of a righteous man and marys
~the moft remarkable of all dilhes, '

T nus Febn finithed his courle,

Predousin the fight of the Lord is the deats of us fainse,
d ey py all they that have overcome by the biuod of
¢ Lamb and the word of his teftimony, Among thefe
¢ Baptift will hold a very fuining rank. I he firtt faine
" the New Teftament is allo the firlt martyr,  “I'lie
rvant is not above his lord, nor the diciple abave his
alter. It is a great honour to be a fervant of e
Irist in lite, to ipend and to be (sent in his caute, an
) promote the intereft of imwortal foulsy bur it 15 an
onour fiill greater to fhed our Llood for him in death,
wing preached the truth 1 life, to feal our conviétion
f it with cur blood in death. At any race, 140y muft
¢ very happy who have well run their race and happily
nihed their courfe; but it feems a {uperior Gegree of
cppinefs to finith life and fervice at the fame 1ime, to
¢ lerviceable even in death and in the conclufion ot &
we run with patience, to be made contormable unto
wes himfelt, ¢ wuo tor the joy that was before him
wured the crofs, defpiling the thame, and is fet down
t the right hand of Gop.” + The fufferings of a fobu,
nd the fufferings of all Chrili’s people, are (ha:t and
ut ¢ for a moment,” but they work an exceeding and
wrnal weight of glory togthem that louk not to the
nings which are feen, but ® thole which are not feen,
us life was fhort, his death was {udden and ignomini.
is; but what a change! the prifon deor opens to 2ac-
at¢ an unjuft command, but the prifon door never
is upon him any mere; the news of his deati 15 alfo
it news of his deliverance; he falls into the hands of

| wicked
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wicked men, but he falls into the hands of his Fatker,
he is relealed trom a vody of death in an unexpeded
moment, he is tranilated where the wicked ceafe from &
troubling and the wewry are at refty his death appeary 1
untimely, but how .an 445 death be premature who f.'
nithed his courle? In the manner of his death he feemyi
among the unclean, but the fouls of them that were 4. !
Leaded for the witnels of Je us fit on thrones, Revel. xx.

A ] . [} ’ ‘,
4. and they that are come out of many tribulations, ang g
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made their garments white in the bloed of the Lamb,
ftand before him, where the Lamb which is in the midit}
of the throne fhall feed them, and lead them unto thci
fountain of living waters, and Gop wipes away all tearsy!
from their eyes. Once more happy they who have f. i
nithed their courfe with joy, but happy alfo all thofe
who prefs forward and are in the way, they go from
ftrength to ftrength ull every one of them appears i
Zion betore Goo.

AMmonc thofewhothus finithed their courfe, and already
reft cf their labours, we muft now alfo reckon our dear|:
triend and brother your late worthy Minifter, whofe] -
remains we are now going to commit to the duft, inj-
fure and certain hopes of the refurretion to eternal lift.|.
Could our wifhes have prevailed, this painful fervice,
muft have been performed by our pofterity, or at lealt
his ufeful life have been extended to a later period. It
pleafed Gop otherwife, who, having thus tar enaoled
him to bear the heat and .burden of the day, has now -
figned his difcharge; dutt is returning unto duft; while -
we weep over the breathlefs corpfe, the fpirit has joined
the kindred fpirits of juft men made perfect; while we
bewail our lofs, he rejoi‘s in his gain, and fings the
praifes of Gop and of the Lamb, o

I sHaLL {2y nothing of his charater but what is writ- -
ten of him in all your hearts; he was not only know .
urto Gep, but alfo in your coniiences. Adulatior

and flatteries to the dead are a difgrace of the pulpi
. you
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su will not even fufpe&t me of, but were I to ufe flat.
‘icring words I fhould be the more inexcufable, as Iam
wrfuaded in this cafe plain narrative is the greateft
pnegyrick. , _

He fought Gop while he was yet very young, and
ve may truly fay of him that he feared the Lord while
te was yet a child. T have heard him fay that before
he was ten years old he had very ferious thoughts about
r.e great concern of man; that even at that time fin
spyeared unto him exceedingly finful ; that the unavoid-
able alternative of heing faved or loft forever made very
deep impreflions on his mind, and was a happy means
not only to reitrain him from youthtul follies, but allo
o engage him to remember his Creator in the days of
his youth, and to feck the favour of Gop in the carlieft
ratt of his life.

Tunouvcu he was thus foberly and religioufly inclined
from his infancy, he was not hafty to join in the Church
by making a publick and folemn profeflion; he had too
juft a fenfe of the importance of that matter to engage
in it without great thought and fearching ot hearts;
empty velfels make the greateft found, but ftill waters
run deep; thofe that have the mott of religion on their
tongue are not always the moft religious in Leart; fome
men are as fond to talk of things that can be known
only to Gop and their own fouls as the *¢ fool that utter-
tth all bis mind,” while others are conftantl: afraid left
the kingdom of Gop fhould be with them ¢ in words
rather than power.” Our friend was one of thefe, under
difficulty to fpeak of himfelf, his worthy Tutor * ad-
vifed him to exprefs his fentiments and difficulties in a
private letter, which he did fo much to the joy and fa-
tisfattion of that good man tha: he greatly encouraged
him to become a partaker at the Lord’s Table, and thus
he became a Member of that Church over whicl;{tl;c

oly

® Rev. Mr. Hugh Fifder of Dorchsler, Seuth-Cariliza,
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Holy Ghoft afterwards made him an Qverfeer and e
worthy (ucceflor of this faithful guide of his truth,

Unper fuch hopetul circumitances he was devots|
to the fervice of the San&uary, and tor his greater. i.
provement was fent to Cambridge in New-England, He
thought it neceffary to learn, before he attempted 1o
teach, and accordingly went through a regular courfe of
academical ftudies, and raade very confiderable pro.
grefs in the languages and {ciences before he took- his
firlt degree, and then returned to his native country,
and continued in it till his removal into our province an
exception tu the common rule, No Piophet is accepled in
bis country, Luke iv. 24,

Suca was his conviction of the neceffity of entering
ir.» the Miniftiy in a regular manner, that, though
he hal made the beft of his time at College, and was a
Graduare,---althouph the congregation he had always
belonged to was then Ceftitute of a Minifter, yet he
would not be the judge of his own ability, nor take this
honour on himfelf, without being properly called; he
would have thought it a very finful prefumption to
preach and aét as a Minifter of the Gofpel without a re-
gular ad niffion from concurrence and approbation of
thofe who were Minilters of the word before himj it
was fome time before he could conveniently obtain that,
but til be did obtain it he only read printed fermons in
the congregation. As itis a glaring abfurdity for mea
to pretend to teach what themfelves never learnt, fo
this ablurdity encreales in proportion of the importance
of the things which felf contident and untaught preten-
ders would artempt to teach others. Every thing in
the Church of Gon ought to be done decently and in
order, but this fhould be more particularly obferved in
matters of the greate(t moment, fuch as admitting men
tOJJrcach the word of reconciliatiun; without rule and
order no fociety can fubfift long, and when theie once
are thrown alide nothing bLut divifion and confufion is
to be expected, AFTER

b
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"ArTar his entrance into the Minifltry he gave him.
felf unto reading and meditation, and continued a ¢!fp
ftudent all his life; he thought before he fpoke, he di.
gelted all he intended to fay; the Preacher fought not
ealy out ucceptable words, but chiefly found fpeech, .
which cannot be condemned; he had ton great a fenfe
of what itis to fpeak in the prefence of Gop and Angels,
of the imporcance of {peaking for Gon ta immortal (ot 's,

' to put off his hearers with rhapflodics and found; ta
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fuch as were better plealed with folidity of thought than
vivacity of action, who admired found fpeech more than
2 mufical voice, who were more atfeted by gravity of
deportment than theatrical geftures, your late Miniltee
was a moft acceptable and ufeful Preacher,

In the courfe which he fulfilled he neither affefted

' popularity nor party. but only to be uleful to man’s befk

intereft, to awaken carelefs finners in time to confider,
and to be a helper of the joy of all that walked in the

il faith and order of the Gofpel.  Ropularity and ufcfulnefs

are not {fynonimous terms, nor is theiv vefpedtive pur.

A fuit the fame thing; if the former be of any fervice, it

. gher proportion than asitis fubferviznt to
tie latter 3 we need not be difpleafed with the one, but
with/all our might ought we to ftudy the other. He
was entirely free from all party zeal, and loved geod
men of all denominations; he received all whom he be-
lieved Chrift received ; as a proof of his free and genere
ous principles, he was ever ready to keep an open com-
munion ‘with all that hold the truth as it s in Fefus,
without any regard to their difference of fentiment in
the leffer matters of the law, and without the m ft diftane
attempt to bring men over to his own perfuafion, or to
make them defert their own in order to encreafe his party.
With many the plea of moderation, and cf a catholick
fpirit, is ghe fuccefsful preface when they attempt to
bring unfufpecting men off from cthers and to lift them
under their own banner, | .
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Curist and his falvation was the fun of a'l Lis
preaching; the natural fweetnets of his temper, im.
proved by the grace of Gobo, cffectually led him t
preach up love to Gobp and men rather than the can.
troverfial points of religion; he had determined not ¢
know any thing but Chri#, and him crucificd, and him

he preached not in enticing words of man’s wifdom, bur 8

in demonftration of the {pirit and of power. He was

truly a Minifter of the GOSPEL, his principles and

doétrine evangelicsl, every duty lie preffed from evan.
gelical motives; his ditcourfes (which e always wrote

at length) were all plain and practical, feafoned with /3

falt, and fuch as might adminifter grace to his hearers,
He has given it in charge to me to put you in mind iy
a particular fermon of the things you heard and received
ot him, and, with the help of Gep, I fhall not fail 1o
comply with his requeit as foon as poffible.

His modecraticn was known unto all men; he dif-
liked, and upon every occalion advifed againft all vio.
lent proceediive; his cool difpaffionate temper wauld
moderate every appearance of heat, and quickly difarm
any fudden fally of paflion in others,

TrERE was a peculiar {weetnels in his more familur
converfation, he was chearful but not light, flid but
not fad; ¢ his difcourfes were feafoned with falt;” he
made no thew of his religion, but a city on a hill can.
not be hid; he always fpoke as he theught, bur he was
too prudert to {peak all his ‘houghts; he had the hap-
pinefs to pleafe and to edify at the fame time; his dif-
courfes were religious but unaffeéted; if religion was
his greateft ornament he was alfo an ornament unto re-
ligion, and, without ever having fuch an aim, the ge-

being truly good and yet univerfally beloved.
Tuat greateft of virtues, charity, he was poffe{led o
in an eminent degree; this would make him ingenious

to put the beft conftruction on what was faid and done
by

i
neral juftice done his charater proves a poflibility of |
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‘§ ty others; he would not condemn while,jt was poffible
4 v excule; he was ftrict with regard to himfelf, and kind
¢ -nd gentle to all others. He alfo knew it is more blefe-
+§ fd torgive than toreceive; when he faw any in diftrefs
4 e would not fend them away with the cold comforr,
i Be ye<warnnd, be ye cloathed,” but his heart devifed
§ 'iberal things; that he might have to give, he guided
A s affairs wich difcretion, he was a lover of mankind,
- wer ready to do good and to communicate, he withed
& well to all men, and, as far as it was in his power, he
@ might truly be called every man’s friend.
‘8 Her was cloathed with humility ; he rever faid, be.
@ cauie he never thought, much of himfelf; he was not
‘Al mean, but condefcended to men of low eftate; of pride
fad ambition he feemed equally void, as one that had in
% uncommon degree learnt of his Mafter to be meek
4 ind 1owly of heart; meeknefs, humility, and a ferinus
4§ chearfulnels, were the moft ftriking features in his
¥ charaéter: Great was his contentment; few men have
§ o happily attained the leffon of being content in every
§ condition; in him godlinefs and contentment met to-
psther; he never fought high things, or to make a
great figure: With what chearful difintereftednefs he
'ierved you in the Gofpel you all know, and will doubt-
«fs long remember: * His tender regard for his ccn.
gregation, and his anxiety that they might be kept to-
gether, engaged him to remove into this province, and
to thare with them all the difficulties and inconvenien-
“ces that attend the fettling of a wildernefs, and he lived
' 10 fec their endeavours fo blefled as to turn this wilder.
Ca nefs

|
|
!
i

* From the year 1745 to 1749, when preduce fold almoft for nothing
duting the war, goods being exceflively dear, and his people in general rae
ther in fRraitened circumftances, he propefed to his congregation to lowee
hit falary (then ahout 400/, Carolina currency) a fourth, and told them,
while the war continued he would endeaveur to livenpen lefs than they had
bitherto given him, rather than making his fupport a burden to them, 2nd
weordingly did [0 till better Limes (ucceeded.
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aefs into a rarden, and the defart place into ficlds which
Gon has blet'ed,
In his Miniftry as he obtained mercy to be faithful, he

longred after you ally his prayers for you were conftant;
he exhorted and warned every man that he might pre.’

fent every man perfet before Gop; he preached as
long as he had any ftrength left, and, to leave youa
pattern when he could preach no more, he ftill me: and
prayed with his people,.and attended to hear a fermon
read where he had fo long been a Preacher; even when
his dilorder * had reduced him to a fkeleton, tc arm
and fortify himfelf againft approaching death, he had s
great defire once more publickly to commemorate with
you the death of his Redeemer, and this was the [ift
time he appeared in publick ; on the Zriday before he fhil
{poke and prayed at the admifTion of fome new members,

and was then {0 reduced that he could not have conti- 1

nued in the place of worthip to hear and celebrate the
facrament witheut relieving himfelf by lying down fome.
times in his bed, which he had brought hicher for that
purpofe; and it was a very affeéting fight to {ee him,
with death in his countenance, ftruggling once more to
fhew forth the death of his Lord, whom he expeéted to
be juit a-coming, and from neceflity to be in that pofture
in which the facred ordinance was firft inftituted and
celebrated by our dying Lord and his beloved Apoftles.

NEaRr forty years (a very uncoinmon period in our

climate) did he continue to minifter in holy things a-

mong you; all this time you were in his hearr to live
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2nd to die with you, becauie he greatly loved you. He -

was the father and triend as well as the fhepherd of his

flock, A mutual endearment fubfifted and encreafvd &
all that tire, it may with great juftice be faid no con- *
gregation was happier in a Minifler, and no Minifter *

happier in a congregation, for he was gentle among

you, -

® A diabetes and he&ical fever,
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¢ou, even as a nurfe cheritheth her children, willing to

have imparted not only the Gofpel of Gon unto yen,

tut alfo his own foul, becaule ye were dear vo him,
TweERE was a ferious pleatantrie(s in his conver ‘wion

¢ which immediately gained the refpect of !l that becae

acquainted with him; he was given to holpitality, ard
25 every one was happy in his company, 1t wis much
their own fault who did not return trom it wifer and
better.

In the midft of human frailty and imperfection,
“ Ye are witnefles, and Goo, how lolily, juftly, and
unblameably, he behaved himfelt among you, how he
exhorted and charged every one of you (as a father does
his children) that ycu would walk worthy of Gep, whe

“has called you by him unto bis kingdom and glery.”

THERE is a circumftance in bis charadter which is
very fingular; as far as I ever heard, or could learn,

“ No man was ever inown to fpea” i/l of bim” L good

man, and never fpcke ill oi | Aftonithing indeed; yet
it is the real cafe; he was a truly geod man, and in him
goocnefs was fo refpected, that no man, good or bad,
fpoke otherwife than weil of him. * |

As his life was {o was his death,  FHe lived as one

~ wouid wifh to die; the fame even calmnefs, equally

diltant from raptures and defpondency, irom beatting
aind fear, that he was always remarkable for, atrended
hin to the laft; he was in no ways terrified, bu: alfo
thoroughly fenfible of the greatnets and importance cf
the change to which death opens the inlet; a very long
and tedious ciforder, which gradually wafted his cor-
ftitution, never impaired lis patience; as he preached
faith and repentance in life, fo he no lefs puwerfully
preached patience and hope from his own example in

his laft ficknefs; never did he appear to me mure ve-
nerable

® It bas been pleafantly [aid Mr. Ofgood had a great avas againf bim:
oe unto you it all men fpeak well ot yeus'® But this cafe is fo wery un-
Sormon tha: it abate; notking of the ga icrality of our Lord's declaration,




nerable than in the iaft ftage of his life; his mind was
much taken up with the great profpc before him; hu.
mility tipened him for IHeaveny he much bewailed hiy

infirmitics and imperfections, but the promifes of the:
Gofpel which he had preached were the fupport of his

lalt moments; he applicd them to himielt with a hively
faith: * One woild not think ({aid he once) that fo many
prowifes were to be fousd in the Bible, and fo fuitable 45 all
eircumflances.”  The words of the Apoftle bring menti.
oned to him: ¢ Hben Chrift who is cur life fball appe. »

sou fhail alje appedr with bim in glery,” he {aide ¢ This

is all my hope, even {o come quickly, come, Lord .
Jus.”  When he was put in mind, “ Yez a little while
and be that is to come will come and not tarry,” he replied;
“ Why are his chariots {0 long a coming ? why tarry
the wheels of his chariots fo long?” He frequently
exprefled his longing to be diffolved and to be with
Chri, and would otten afk whether we perceived his
change coming on any fafter: ° [t is my earneft defire
(fa1d he) that neither death nor life may feparate us from
2le leve of Gon which is in Chrift Jefus our Lords but,
abique 1,E0 nthy! peflumus, without Gop we cair do no-
thinz.” tlis humility appeared, that when it was prayed
for him, ¢ that he might be filled with the greateft joys
and raptures, 10 as to be obliged to fay: Hold, Lord,
thy fervant cannot bear it,” he obferved that we had nc
right to expedt or afk for fuch great things; that the
fupport and comforts which Gop affords his children in
general are fufhicient, Thus did he go out of time into
cternity through the valle, of humilitv, and you may
be affured there is not a fater paffage,

THE afternoon before he died he feemed fenfible that
kis diffolution was now juft at hand, and appeared to
have no other concern but for his dear people; he afked
me whether on the whole I did not think there was 3
hopeful profpet of fuccefs in the application made fot

another Mimifter, and, when I an{wered in the afirma:
tive,
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. ¢e, he bleffed Gop for it and was contented. Y have
 alon to think the thoug,ht of a bare pofiibility of a di-
¢ lon amoag his people atter his deceafe gave him fome
tiny berce he fo earneltly withed and praved you

-ight be foon and well fupphed Thefe defires he bas

~ken with him into eternity, and defires like thefe I
i :rily believe do not lofe their aétivity, but urre with a

oly vehemence in a world of love, blifs, and pcrt«.&x-
ik M
HE defired to be prayed with, and after prayer would
g aveus fing : Sing again (faid he) the bymn that bas the lines
38 Religion never was defigi’d to make our pleafures
g /5. This he repeated twice, and profeffed himfelf
4 reatly refrethed and comforted.  After prayer and
‘§ inging he added: I will now conclude with a fhort
rayer myfelf In this, in very few words, he thanked
“a Jop for all his unfpeakable mercles, and prayed thac
,gaoodncfs and mercy might follow him to the laft; he
~was too. much exhaufted to fay much, but turned him-
" feIf to the partner of his love and affliction, took an af-
.;i*’g“ elting leave, affuring her the feparation would not be
fng Compofc youxtclf faid he, and added, (turning
ugam) I will endeavour to compofe myfelf in Gon.

Arrer this his fenfes gradually failed, till, under the
: tears and prayers of his friends, he fell aﬂcep, {o gently,
:hat I, that ftood clofe by and prayed, never pcrcuved
.xs departing, -till we found the fpirit had aftualiy for-

aken the habitation of clay, and, by the mapner of his
r‘eath, o left us caufe to with, Let me die the dcath
§of the righteous, and let my latter end be Lke Zis.

Axn now he is taken from us, has fulfilled lis cc»mfc,
“ad finithed his labours, it highly becomes them wio
‘e alive and remain to pay due attention to {o remark-

inle a ftroke of Providence. ¢ When the candles are
{hut out it grows dark,” fay the Rabbies. Itis matter
,?01 :amentation if the nghteous dieth, butitis fhill more

‘o when no man takes it to heart. As it would be h}ghl;
.'7 infu

(
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finful on this oc~i'as o (orrow as man that have g
hope, fo in the midlt of our grief we ought not to forgee

.
¢

|
i

to be very thankful that Gop ever gave and (o long !
continued him a blefling to his Church and people, ,;
This long continuance 13 a very important, and [ may y

fay uncommon blefling; but, befides this, there are

many other things which even in his death ought to 2
waken our gratitude. Tt is matter of thankfulnefs tha
his labours were not in vain in the Lord; as Goo diftri.

butes his gifts as he pleafeth, fo the fuccefs of the beft !

meant endeavours entircly depends on him alone; itis

not of him that willeth or runneth but of Gop that has

mercy. A Paul himfelf may plant, and even an 4.
pellos water, nothing will do till Gop giveth the encreae,
and this Gop giveth to whom, when, and how he
pleafeth. Your Paltor,did not labour in vain or runin
vain, to many of you'we may fay, ¢ The feal of his Mi-

nistry are ye.” It is a matter of gratitude whenever any -

good is done, but thofe who are confcious that he was

their father in Chriff, and begot them by the Gofpel,
have double caufe to adore that goodnefs that made him -

unto them the happy inltrument of fo much good; and
no doubt bur many that now fleep in the duft will rife
with him from this burying-ground and call him bleff=d
in the refurre@ion of the juft, It is marter of gratitude
alfo that he was enabled to hold out to the 2nd, that his
laft works were equal to his firlt, and that with unabat.
ing fteadinefs he ferved G:p in his day and generatioa

Bt SRR S

till he had fulfilled his courfe and tell atleep, It is cavfe
of thankfgiving that he lived till he faw the pecpleof

his charge fettled again in a hopeful way in this new
province, and a Church gathered in a place that but:

few years 2go was a howling wildernefs. We cught o

be thankful that he was able to honour Gor on a3 dying

bed, edify his hearers by his patient fufferings, and t

exhort them with his lateft breath to contirue in the fait
which he had preached, and to walk in love wnd zccord
s1g to the order of the Goipel. £




“as given full proof of his Minifliy and fultilled
o Lite, We fhall never hear him any modre; all his
 Jrs, trials, and difficulties, are at an end; Jong has
borne the heat and burden of the day; many weari-
e months, tedious days, and painful nights, has ke
fpent on & fick-bed; where he now is none of the in-
4 habitants are fick, and death itlelf is no more; he was
@ fairhful unto death, and now he has received the crown
- of life,
%  He has finibed his courfe. My dear friends, have
& you begun yours? This is the moft impoiiant ¢ eftion
of the day, this is the awful confideration which ought
moft to affet our minds upon this folemn occafion.
i1 Faithful Minifters live and die in the fervice of their
¥ hearers; he (pent and was fpent among you; he was in
@ travail that Chrisf might be found in you ally it was his
¥ great concern that in the day of Chriff’s appearance lie
& might give his account with joy, and none of you be
¢ found miffing. To whom much is given of him much
i will be required. Great is your guilt if under his faith-
: ful Minift.y you continued impenitent, and fearful will
{ be your condemnation fhould you at laft die unconvert.
~ed.  'We begin to die as foon as we begin to live, we
advance towards death at every ftep we advance in life,
we are under way now, every one that hears me runs
a courfe; you are either gettigg foiward towards !ea-
i ven, or you are ftill fettled upon your lees; you etther
" tun the race which is fet before you, or elfe your feet,
~though fwift untg mifchief, do not know the way of
peace. Near forty years did he labour among you, and
more than forty years was Gobp grieved with fome of
this generation, and his wavs have they not known.---
What an alarming thought! Your Minifter, by preach-
~ing and his example, run his courfe for the fpace of
. hear forty years among you, and was taken away at latt
without prevailing with you to begin yours. Every
fermon you negleted or made light of, every exhorta-
tion
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tion you flighted, every refolution you broke, eve

convidtion you ftifled, all his entreaties to and all his
prayers for you, ftand upon record againft your own
foul; it after all the word he preached did not profit
not being mixed with faith in them that heard it, how
will you anfwer it to Gop and your own confcience, how
will you be able to bear to fee your own Minifter, of
whofe faithfulnefs and love you never could doubt, to
arife as a witnefs again{t you on the laft day ? T entreat
you therefore in the moft folemn manner confider your
ways. Whence do you come, and whither do you g:,?
You have no doubt your Paftor lived in the midft of
kuman frailty as he ought. Confider whether you do
not live as you cught not.  Ile preached you the good
and right way, but are you not {till, even in your own
judgment, agoing the wrong one? He laboured, wifh.
ed, and prayed, that you might be faved, and can you
be content to be loft? He often told you that to bhe
faved man muft be converted. “Are you not convinced
he fpoke the truth? Convinced, alas! and unconverted
ftill, Confcious that this is your cafe, and unconcerned
though it is fo, he frequently, even upon his dying.
bed, evprefled his fenfe of the awful importance of dy.
ing, of the danger of man’s deceiving lumfelf, and tak-
ing up with a miftaken delufive hope, ¢ If the righteous
fearcely be faved, where will the ungodly and finner
eppear?”’ Can you expelt to meet at the fame place at
latt winle you follow a direct contrary road? Your M.
nifler, by not being flothful in well-doing, obtained the
promife.  Can you expect to go on in“lin and efcape the
threatening? Will carnal fecarity and thoughtleffne(s in
life fit and prepare you for death? Will wickednefs and
fin be of that advantage to you that faith and holin-!
was unto him? No, my friends, without holinefs nc
man fhall fee the Lord; unlefs vou are renewed in the
{pirit of your mind, unlefs you follow his fteps as ht

followed thofe of Je/us Chrift, you will never fee you
Minifle
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*[inifter again with any comfért; unlefs you are made
Hly in all mariner of converfation you will never fee Gop
‘§ bu. to fink bepeath his frowns, and to be punifhed with
¢ cieralting deflruction from the prefence of the Lord,
& :1d from the glory of his power, This his faithful ligs
g iave oiven told you, and if you have taken no warning,

‘8 vhile bi. corpfe is ftill in fight I muft declare your blood
¥ s.on you-own head. O how dreadful weould it be on

4 nie latt day 0 fee him at the right hand of Chriff, but
& yourfelf on the left!...to fec fome of your friends, rela.
@ tions, acquaintances, that with you attended the fame
@ Miniftry at *his place, blefling Gop that ever he was
-4 their Minifter and they his hearers, they his glory and
4 le their joy, but yourfelves, by your own %au?t', €Xa
/¥ duded, for ever excluded from the happy number! O
& vhat a diftrefling thought ! infinitely more fo whenever
Y ‘thecomes a reality. Flatter not yourfelves, my dear
4 rearers, it can be well with you while you run a con-
@ rary race; do not prefume to hope for falvation in any
Wl sther way but that in which believers in every age have
f >btained 1t, repentance towards Gob and faich in our
& Lord Feus Chrifty no outward profeflions will do, no
fobriety of lite will be found fufhicient, nothing thort of
a new creature. Every courle that is not a courfe of
A holinefs is a race towards deftruction, and even if a man
‘w {rive for mattery he is not crowned unlefs he itrive law.
‘& fullv.  Awake then and confider; your faichfui Mini-
‘4 fter is taken away from you, but you may ftill remem.
A ver his admonitions; there is joy with thofe in the pre-
¥ fence of Gob at the repentance of one [inner; in Hea.
i ven his foul will praife Goo whenever he hears of the
cenverfion of any that were fo near and dear to him
while he was with us on earth. Refolve this day, I
will begin to think on myfelf, I will confider my ways,
what I have been doing, whitaer I am going, I will lofe
: o more time, I will no longer crifle with my immortal
intereft;---to0 long run away from my father’s houfe
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and fed upon hutks, sthis aay T will arife and go to my
father, this day I will'turn trom the folly of my way, §
this day I will begin to ftretch out my hand unto Goo, §
O TaAT Gop would put this Jaft honour upon his de.s 4
parted fervant, that at his funeral fome ftill dead in fin §
and trefpaflfes might be awakened into life, fincerely to 3
begin that courfe of duty which he has now fo happily 4
finifhed. |
Tne hope of the dying Chriftian is alfo the hope of }
the living, Every inftance of the kindoefs of Gop i 3
his people in their laft moment, as it effetually fhews |
the value and importance of religion, thould alfo pow- §
erfully animate thofe that furvive to perfevere until the §
end, and to prefs forward towards the prize, the prize |
of our high-calling in Chriff Fefus our Lord. Every &
friend taken away from us thould take away fome of our 4
affections from time and fenfe; every friend goneto §
Heaven before us fhould give unto Heaven a greater §
power of attraction. How felfith are our withes; were
it left to us, the good man muft continue on earth for §
ever; had we the dilpofal of life and death, thofe that }
are unfirteit to die probably muft die fooneft, and thofe |
that are ripeft for Heaven be kept out the longeft; but |
our race is appointed, and the fwifter we run it the
fooner we may expect to reach the end. Let thiscom. ;
fort you who now mourn, that Jekn fulfilled his courfe:
he is at relt. Be ye alfo ready. He that enabled him |
to hold out to the laft will not be wanting in his aid and
aflitance to you., Look at all thofe even within your
own acquaintance who once ran well, and fince finifhed
their courfe with joy, all thefe died in faith; the fame
crown they received is fet before you, and you allo fhall
receive it if you are not weary in well-doing. Seeing
your Minifter, in the way which he preached and lived, |
had peace at laft, and is now for ever with the Lord,
be ye followers of him; may, feeing we are compailed
about with fuch a cloud of witnefles, let us lay afide
cvery
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every weight and the fin whicWif eafily befets us, and
with patience run the race which s fet before us, look-
ing unto Fe us, the author and finither of our faith, who

~for the joy that was fet before him endured the crofs
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and defpifed the fhame, and is fct down at the nght
hand ot Gop. You run for an incorruptible crown, a
few difficulties in the way thould not deter you, but ra-
ther animate your zeal to be ftedfatt and immoveable,
Alwavs abounding in the work of the Lord. You are
running a race, no loitering, no trifling, no itanding
ftill; remember Lo#’s wifey rather let us fervently pray
that we may be kept from falling, that inftead of faint-
ing we mount on eagles wings, that we may be pre-
{erved from flaging in the laft ftage of our career. They
that wait on the Lord fhall renew their ftrength; let us
wait on him continually; thus far hath the Lord holpen
vs; be of good cheer, he will never leave you nor for-
fake you; in every difficulty he will place beneath you
everlafting arms; in every trial you fhall be more than
conquerors; death will finith your courfe, and open you
an abundant entrance into a kingdom which cannot be
fhaken. How many fhall we meet above whom we
tenderly loved here below! You will get into company
with every Fobx that fulfilled his courfe; they that went
before will be glad to bid us welcome ; when once we
fhall be admitted to follow, our work will foon be atan
end, our reft will never be interrupted. How happy
will the day be when all that fulfilled cheir courfe will
meet in the joyful prefence of the Captain of their fal-
vation, and then be for ever with the Lord and for ever
with one another. Comfort yourfelves with thefe
words: Only little children abide in him, that we may
not be afhamed, but have confidence before him at his
coming, Now to him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to prefent you before him with excceding
great joy, to himy that only has immeortality, the only

w'{c Gop, be glory for ever,
la
N




The HYMN 'wbic"b amWly. OSGOOD's Defire was fune ¢
few Hours before bis Death,  Waits's Hymns, B. 11, 30

OME we that love the Lord,
And let our joys be known;
Join in a fong with fwect accerd,
And thus fuiround the throne.

The forrows of the mind

Be banifh'd from the place;
Religion never was defign’d
‘I'o make our pleafures lcfs.

et thofe refule to fing

‘That never knew our Gon,

But fav'rites of the heav'uly King
May fpeak their joys abroad.

The Gop that rules on high,
And thunders when he pleafe,
‘That rides upon the ftoriny fky,
And manages the feas;

TLis awfu! CoD is ours,

Our father and our love,

He fhall fcnd down his heav'nly pow'rs
1o carry us above.

" There thall we fee his face,
And never, never fin;
There, from the rivers of his grace,
rink endlefs pleafures in.

Yes, and hefore we rife

‘To that immortal ftate,

T'he thoughts of fiich amazing blis
Should corftant joys create.

The men of prace Lave found
Glory beqpun below,

Celettial fiv'ts on earthly pround
From faith and hope may giow.

The Lill of Zior yie'ds

A thoufard facred fwecte,

Befoie we reach the hrav'nly ficlds,
Cr walk the polden ftreets.

Then let our fongs abeund,

And ev'ry tear be div;

We're marching thao' Foamuel's greund
To [airei worids i Ligh.






