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N pudlifbing the followwivg plain difcons s T bave the

more readily complied with’ the reque/t and advice of
/bme of ny brethm fricnds, and kecrers, becaufe I
think the [ubjel /ngbly impartant, and tve deviations
Sfrom the general dolirine of Proteifants likely to be at-
sended with very unbappy confequences.  To appear in
favour of truth reguzm no apology with the friends of
it, and when none elf e[poufes its caufe even inferior
abilities may commendably be ma-le ufe of i its fupport,
I bave only to add, that the [erinon beinr precched from
foort nozes it is poffible as to wwords and expreffions shere
may be fome difference from wchat kas beea dolivered in
the pulpit, the drift and doflrine the attentive bearer
and reader will find the fame, and this obfervation T
must extend to all I publifhed lefore, and perbaps alfs
if Tfhould puslyb any fermon sereafter.  As to the
manner in which [ bave treated my Jul jet? with very
little variation, I weuld exprcfs my mind in the words
of tke late Dr. Doddnidge, s bis lefiures, p. 424.

¢ If the account of faith bere given fhould appear to
¢ be agreeable to the [cripture wotion of that faith 1o
“ qwhich the promifes of the gofpel and falvation are
“ gunexed, then it will follow that thof: are risiaken
““ qwho reprefent fasth as confifting mcrely in an affeit
¢ ¢ the gofpel as true, and that upoy declaring that
“ affent a man was juftified from all past fins,---- ---
“ 4t cwould be wery unfafe in the general to defiribe
< faith according to this notion of ity and I pray Gop
that we may all come to the unity of fa:tb and the know -
ledge of the Sen of Gop, unto a perfel? mzm;t unto the
meafure of the flature of the fulnefs of Chril

e of vhe e of e ol Chrt
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TEXT. Hesrews xi. 6.
Without Faith it is impoffible 10 pleafe Gop.

| HEN Gonb the Creator furveyed the
works he had made, and, on the
laft day of the creation, took a re-

view of all the creatures he had juft

been forming, we are told he beheld the whole
with a facred complacency, found every part
of it perfeétly anfwerable to the defign of his ori-
ginal plan, and the whole every way worthy of
himfelf. ¢ Gou saw every thing that he had made,
and behold it was very good.” * As his divine plea-
fure gave exiftence to the world, fo he was alfo
pleafed with the creation and the whole fyftem of
beings unto which he had given exiftence. He
created all things, and for his pleafure they are and
were created. + Now, as the fole motive of his
producing any ¢reatures muft be the divine plea-
fure, fo it is evident that the firft aim and objeét
of every intelligent being ought to be to pleafe his
Creator, and that the only method in which this
is to be attained muft be by entering into his
views, and by acting in due conformity to the
will of Gop in the refpetive ftation and agreeable
to the faculties and talents. wherewith he has in-
trufted any individéal. As every creature was
made good and perfeét in itskind, nothing more was
neceflary to fecure the conftant good pleafure of
the Creator and Lord of all than a continuance in
that eftate 10 which he made and beheld man at
fitft and pronounced him very good. This happy
A ftate

. r;"fl. i. ")ls 1‘ R"U. iVo ll.
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ate alas did not long continue; man fell, and
maxn, confidered in his prefent fallen ftate, cannot
pleafe Gop; as he is direétly the oppofite of what
ke was at firft, fo he muft as much difpleale Gop,
now he is 4 finner, as before .he did pleafe him
while cloathed with the original integrity of his
nature. The obligation to pleale Gop fill re-
mains, but the ability and very defire to do fo man
has deprived himfelt of by his fall und apoftacy
from his Gop. | o

WHEeTHER, and by what means, man may be
re-admitted to the happy ftate of pleafing his Gop,
1s a moft important queftion, to which, from the
words that I have read as the fubjeét of our prefent
meditation, we inay derive a very pertinent and
fatisfaCtory anfwer; for if without faith it is im.
poflible, by faith it maft be poflible to pleafe Gop;
let us therefore

FirsT, enquire into the nature of that faith with
which man may pleafe Gop, and,

SecoNDLY, fhew that as without this it 1s 1m-
poflible to pleafe Gon, o, on the conirary, all
thofe poffefled of it mult needs pleafe him,

As the fubje& is interefting in the higheft de-
gree, I make no doubt of your favourable atten
tion, and may Gop fend his light and truth that
they may gtde us, that we may all become be-
lievers indeed, and, knowing in whom we believe,
may at laft obtain the end of our faith, even the

falvation of our fouls,

It will much conduce to the greater clearnefs l?f
the
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the point in hand if we premile two or three gene.
ral remarks. P

1. There is a difference between belief and feith. Bes
lief in general is an affent of the mind to things
which appear probable; of things which appear to
us abfolutely certain we do not fay we believe, but
we know them y our reafons for believing are not
cqual to the evidences of our knowing; the rea.
fons may be {o ftrong as fcarce to admit a doubt,
neverthelefs to fee is a higher degree of conviétion,
and as knowledge excludes, fo believing ftill im-
plies the poflibility of a deubt, We make this dif-
ference even in common language; we believeordif-
believe a report in which we have no concern, we
do not even much enquire into the matter; a piece
of news which we with to be true we readily be-
lieve fo, and what we wifh otherwife we are as apt
to look upon as falfe; but, fuppofing an offer or
threatning is made in which we are deeply intereft-
ed, a remedy propofed which is to heal a diforder,
we muft not have belief only, but confidence al-
fo, if we make ufe of it. In the former cafe we
Jook to the csrewmflances, and, as they appear prob.
able or improbable, we believe, difbelieve, or
{fulpend our belief; not fo in the latter, we look
to the perfon, if that does not appear worthy of
credit, and to be depended on, we have no confi-
dence, and, if a remedy is propofed which does
not appear likely, we fay, we have no faith in it.
Belief or difbelief has any propofition for its objet,

faith is concerned only where we are interefted
ourfelves,

Tuis diftin€tion appears to me well warranted
by the facred fcriptures. Thus the belief of the

Az truth
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truth is no more than an aflent to any propofiti :n
the truth of which we are convinced of, it is no
virtue, nor implies any goodnefs at all, it refults
naturally and unavoidably from the convition of
the mind, and does not in itfelf make man any
better, it equally affets the good man and the
bad; the worft man cannot difbelieve what he
knows to be true, though he may difown his be-
lieving, and it is not in all the powers of delufion to
make man believe what he knows to be falie,
though he poffibly may protfefs and act as though
he thought it to be tiie. We may be miltaken
when we think we know, but it is as poflible that
a thing thould exift, or not exift, a2+ the fame time,
as it is poffible that we fhould belie:e or difbelicve
contrary to our conviction. The fcrinrures indeed
{peak of men believing a lie, but the mcaning
cannot be that they believe that true which: they
know to be a lie, for then they muft belicve i oo
be a lie, and ye- true at the fame time, than wiich
a greater abfurdity cannot be imagined, but, he-
ing ¢ under ftrong delufion,” they inay believe that
true which yet initlelf, and in reality, 1s no bet-
ter than a lie. Nothipg but truth can be the ob-
jelt of belief, becaufe nothing but truth can de.
ferve credit; but you may eafily conceive that
men may receive a report as truth which is not {o,
or without placing any confidence in him by whom
reported, though the report proves true in itfelf,

Tue Fews did not only believe but knew that
Cbrift was a teacher come from Gob, and yet they
did not recesve his teftimony nor himfelf, Foin it 2.
82, V. 40, The Priefts and Pharifees believed that
Chrit wrought many miracles, and yet, contrary
to their convi@tion, they not only received him

not,
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not, but alfo did their étmo& that others fhould
not believe in him. Of Fudas, who betrayed him,
it is exprelsly faid, that ¥efus knew him as one of
them who believed not, * and yet it does not admit
any doubt but Fudas was convinced of, preached,
and believed the truth, and even pubhcl\ly owned
Jefus Chrift as his Lord and Mafter; he died with
the truth on his lips, and yet he never had that
faith of the elect which purifieth the heart; he was
and continued a devily though like them he be-
Jieved and trembled.  All thefe believed and had
no faith, had a rational convi€tion of the truth,
and yet no folid confidence; 1 miglic fay Fudas died
in fome lenfe a martyr to bche)‘, and vet went to
his own place becaufe he was a ﬁr.mg,ar to faving
faith; fo ftrongly imprefled and influenced by the
truth he believed, that he could not bear it, but
became a murderer of himfelf, the force of ‘truth
which he felt wrought fuch aganies in bim which,

without confidence in a Redeemer, could not but
end in everlafting defpair,

2. True faith is never withous foie confidence. The
defign of the gofpel is not fo much to acquaint us
with a fet of fublime and excellent doétrines as
with a perfon who is the Mediator between Gop
and man, and unto whom all Prophets bear wit-
nefs that through his pame whofoever believeth in
him (hall obtain remiflion of fin, through whom
along we may come unto Gop knowlcdgc muft
precede conviction, and perfuafion go before con-
fidence, but neither this knowledge nor perfuafion
can be flrictly called faith, becaufe either of thete
ncan may be poffefled of, and yet remain without
that conﬁdencc in Jefus the Mediator without which

mar:

¢ Jokn vi, 64.
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man neither can nor will come unto Gop and ob-
tain falvation; and why are men to whom the gol-
pel is preached not alto faved at laft, but becaufe
the word did not profit, not being mixed with faith
in them thac heard it? Many that hear it doubtlefs
are rationally convinced and believe the gofpel as
much at leaft as they belicve any thing elfe, but
thefe things are written not only that we might
believe that Fejus is the Chriff, which is matter - of
belief, but “that believing we might have life
throuwh his name, * which we cannot _have without
an atual apphcatxon to him for ourfelves for all
thofe bltfings and benefits which in general terms
are offered by the preaching of the gofpel to all
that fhould believe in his name. The idea of
confidence indeed naturally and ufually enters into
the idea of faith; it will be more than difficult to
fhew any inftance of the contrary, without this men
believe in vain, 1 Cer. xv. 2. When Chrif tells
bis Infaiples, Have faith in Gop, Mark xi. 22. he
.:tld not mean lefs than have confidence in him.
¥When the Apoftles perceived that the lame man
had faith to be healed, Aés xiv. 9. when Fefus
beheld the 1aith of the fick of the palfy, and of
rhofe thar brought him, he doubtlefs alfo difcover-
cd whar their very application to him declares, a
confidence that Chrif might and would heal him,
at:d the general anfwer which our Lord gave on
fuch cceafions, Be it unto you according to your
faith, very naturally implies: Be it unto you ac-
fordmrv to your defire of and confidence in me.
Neither can all things be pofiible unto him that
believeth by a bare alfent to the truth, but 1t 1s
tJear that we can do all things by him in whom we

truft,
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truft, even Chréf} who ftrengtheneth us, and that
* by faith in him we are made whole every whit.”

Neiruer fhould it pafs unnoticed, that, in the
language of the New-Teftament, faith is ufually
{poke of not as a belief of what Cérift {poke, but
as believing in Chrif? that {poke it. This moft
undoubtedly implies a confidence, and the only
dependance or hope we can have for the fulfilling
of any thing promifed or fpoken is becaufe he is
faithful whe made the promife, and he that trufts
or believeth in him fhall not be confounded, 1
Peter ii. 6. Knowledge and affent muft precede
faith, for how fhall they believe in him of whom
they have not heard ; * but man may know and af-
fent to what he hears, and yet be deftitute of fav-
ing faith; he may make light of it, he may hold
the truth in unrighteoufnefs, he may believe for a
while and yet bave xo root in bim, he may like Simon
the forcerer believe, be baptifed, make an open pro-
feflion, and thus appear influeaced by his faith, and
yet remain in the gali of bitternefs and bond of i-
niquity, and an utter ftranger to that faith which
is of the operation of Gop, and which is not a
bare aét of the underfltanding, but a faving grace
wrought by Gop our fpirit in the heart,

3. We may canceive a very remarkable difference in tie
[aith of thofe who bave and thofe who bave not heaid th:
gofpel. The Apoltle aflertsitasanuniverfal truth thas
without faith No MaN can pleafe Gov; fome faith
therefore muft be found in all that are to pleafe him,
but it {eems reafonable that this faith be proportion-
able to the means which they had of knowing and be-
lieving in him. Every man cught to believe there

. 18
® Rom, X.
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is & Gop ; this truth is written with fun-beams be-
fore every man’s eyes: he that does not believe,
and in confequence honour Gobp, is mcxcuﬂblc~
to believe a G ap fhould naturally produce an endea-
vour to glorify him and be thankful; it is alfo very
clear that what Gon fpeaks man thould believe,
when he makes him any promifes they ought to be
the obje® of his confidence, and thrcatmnrrs a-
wake his fears; as man cannot come to Goo vith-
out the belief that Gon is, fo neither will he ieek
or ¢ome unto him without he has a confidence
that Gop is to him acceflible and the hope that
Gop will be the rewarder of thole that diligently
feek him; and as thefe things are not altogethcr
hid from reafon, reafon en;rweth us not only to
believe there is a (on, bur, confidering he is our
Creator and Preferver, alfo to put our truft in him,
Unto him to whom much is given of him much
alfo will be required ; and the Apoftle plainly in-
timates, that on the laft day every man will be
judged by the law which he has received, and not
by that of which he never heard ; thofe therefore
who never heard the gofpel, but, from natural
reafon, or perhaps fome dark tmdltlon, are per-
fuaded that there is a Gop, a rewarder of good
and evil, and as fuch diligently feek and trufl in
him, may be pofleffec of a faith in which they
may pleafe Gop, who is no refpecter of perfons,
hut with whom, im every nation, he that feareth
Gop, and worketh righteonfnefs, 1s accepted;
but it thould Le carefully ohferved, that none can
pleafe Gon butinand for Chrift’s (i ke, feeing there
15 no falvation in any othes, nor any other name gi-
ven under [Heaven but hic, for men to be {aved b,/
it any thervefore are faved ~v1fm)ut the lknowledge of
him, it (il 1s not withou! Liy imediarion and mierit,
~ which
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which the holy one of Jfracl may apply unto themin
a method as juft as to us perfectly unknown ; and,
with regard to all that heard the gofpel, none can
pleafe Gep but by drawing near unto him, by
fuch a faith as is of his own appomtmenr, and in-
deed of his own opcranow . what this faith is you
will next naturally enquire.

THERE is no virtue nor goed quality which the
{fcriptures of the New-Teftarnent ipeak fo highly
of as they do of faith in Fefus Chrift ; 5 *tis this whnch
denominates the whole life of the'Chriftian, it is
a life of faith in Fefus the Son of Gop, there can
be no Chriftian life without it, no hope here, no
happinefs hereafter. The Apofile had juft been
quoting as a fundamental truth that the juft fhall
live by faith; this paflage, which the antient Yews
fay contains all the law, and is the fum of all the
commandments, appeared fo important to the A,
poftle, that he introduceth it in no lefs than three
of his Epiftles; full of this fubject, and well a-
ware of its importance, he gives us a definition of
that faith by which the juft fhall live, and, as he
is writing a long and important chapter in fupporc
of, he firft clearly eftablithes what that faith is
which is fo neceflary to men, and fo ufetul to be-
lievers, I do not recollett that any other Chri-
flian grace or virtue ftands fo deflignedly and ex-
prefslv defined by any facred writer, and it ap-
pears evidently his defign to remove all objelions,
and give us fuch an account of this matter, in
which, being written by divine infpiration, we
might entirely acquiefce. T'he juft fhall live by
faith, but what is that faith by whxch the jult fhall
live ? It is, faith the Apoﬁle, t/ye Jubflance of tbztg:

hoped
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hoped fory the evidence of thinrs net feen. ™ In this
full and comprehenfive definition the Apuoille
clearly eftablithes two propolitions---thac fai h is
the fubftance of things hoped for, and that it s
an

* A late author d:fines fa'th with the beloved Difciple
Tahn, and as he faith, the gieat St. Pudl, tie lelet of
truth—the belicving that 7ers 1s the Chiiff, ora giving cre.
dit to the record which GGen pave of his Son, 2 ¥hy. i1, 13,
I fohu v, 1. 10, buat whoever 1e:dis thefe patlages attentively
will find them vothing Iefs than detinitions of faviug fuick,
which in the fArit #t moft is orly mentioned in an incidental
manner, and in the (ccond the Anoftle ouly delcribes tnat
a&t of a belicver which one thir believes only for a feafon,
ar hath the faith of miracics, nuight as well have performed
a; a seliever indeed ; douvbticly there may be aud is belief of
the truth, and of the truth of the gafpel ton, where the trath,
asitisin Feus, and fiving fuih, ave titl weefully wanting,
and when this anthar fternly adds, *¢ 7 hye definitions are not
to be coritrad:1:d by ane, boveeier come bave gloflea upon them tid
they brought in a ey diver’s fiom e rypived aoviters” 1 cane.
not but adinire b eniitiing the only detinition of faith where
the Apolie exprefly treats the maier, and to which what
he faith of the ;)aﬂ?:{gzgifhe quotes under the name of definitions
is far more applicabbes | alfo lamens that my friend thould
bring a charge of glofics made on his text o the bringing in of
a ienfe diverie from the iufpired writers, which 1savery heavy
oue, and in my cpinion onfuvportaole by truch and charity,
1 Yaveled, asitivems to hey at men whofe mmerits and labours
vught to fecure them from contempt now they are afle p,
though in theiv Jitetime doubiicis they werg no more infal-
lible than fome that are il liviag, Ste the Appine
dix.

Another author faith, ¢ Faith is aduitting for truth avhas
another declares fo us from a confidence fm his weracity;”’ but this
feems to lay greater ftiefls on the credibility of the reporter
than the credibility of the report, whereas a liar is credible
when lic deliveis 2 known truth, and a good man not to be
belicved when from ignorarce he delivers a falfehood known
to the hearer. | have no doubt of an author’s veracity, /. e.
that he faith what he thinks true, but 1 may have good rea«
{on not to believe all he (uith, my opinion of his veracity
notwithitanding. Belief looks to the credibility of the ree
port, faith trufts to the faithfulacls of the reporter,
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an evidence of things not wen,  The word ren-
dered tubltance does not often occur ; but even in
prophane writers -+ it firnifies corfidoneey the things
we hope for are diftinét from our taicth and hope,
they exill in themfelves, and they could never be
the objects of faith and hope it cither of thefe
were (o give them exiitence; but taich renders US
confident of their ex:lence, and that in due nmwe
they fhall became obieéts of fight and enjoyment;,
indeed, in this very I piftle, it 1.4, the word is trand-
Jated confidence, itwe hold the beainning of ourcon-
ﬂdcncc Uitto l:i(’ t‘nd, and the VCI’Y fame word n(:&-
curs 2 Cor. ix. 4 wlere the Apoltle fpeaks of his
confident boafling 3 according to the Apoftle,
therefore, faith realizes and confidently expecls
things which indeed are not prefent, but which
already exift, and which we hope will be our own.
We always take intere(t in things we hope for,
and accordingly the faith of the Chriftian dows not
only believe and is perfuaded of invifible realitics,
but alio realizes them even new, and confidently
expedls them as her own. Faith, indeed, excludes
fight, as poficilion does hope, and enjoyment ex-
pectation s neverthelefs faith alfo is the evidence
of things not feen, it does not look for things thll
to be created, but for things which already actu-
ally exift, but are unfeen. What we abiolutely
know nothing of is to us neither true nor falfe,
but a perfuafion that Gop is true and faithful {erves
B2 inftead

+ Raphelius, in his annotations on the New-Tellament,
quotes paflages out of Arianus and Polsbius, where hypoftafis,
which is the word of the original, is ufed for confidence; in
Suidas, Plutarch, and Euripides, it flands in the fame feufe s
the Syriack tranflation renders it certainty, the Low Dutch and
French a fure foundation, Caffalio /ibjectio, Luther a fure con-

fidence, which word alfo the Expli/s tranflation preferves in
the margin,
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inftead of evidence unto the foul, and affures us
both of the exiftence of the things which his word
fpeaks of, and which now we do not fee, as allo
that all the promiles of Gop will be made good to
us however contrary all appearances. This i-
dea of faith you will find the Apoftle preferves
throughout the whole chapter; the worthies whom
he mentions not only believed what Gop fpoke,
but alfo placed confidence both in the word that
was fpoken and in himn that fpoke it; they received
the promifes, faw them afar oft, were perfuaded of
them, and embraced them, and thus they lived and
died in that faith which looks to that which is in-
vifible, and places all confidence ard hope in the
things promifed and the faithfulnefs of a promif-
ing Gop. Such is the Apoltle’s account of faith,
and as by this the antients obtained teftimony that
they pleafed Gon, let us now more particularly
enquire what that faith is without which it is im-
pofiible to pleafe him. Butbefore I fpeak pofitively
on what it is, I would, for the (ake of greater
clearnefs, take nntice of what by fome is faid to be
{o, but in reality is not.

As the characteriftick of that faith Tam to fpeak
of is that by it we pleafe Goo, it mult neceflaily
confift of ingredients capable of fuch a great ef-
fect, and whatever leaves us fhort of plealing Gop
mutft allo leave us deftitute of that fai:h in which
man may, and in which the antients did obtain tef-
timony that they plealed Gon; wherever there-
fore men have no other fiith than the belief of the
truth, a conviction that Fe/us is the Son of Gop,
and if you will a profeflion too that all his doétrine
is truz, and all his precepts juft and holy, it can-
not be faving faith; thofe that pleale Gop by faith

have
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have all this, but it is not in any thing which they
have in common with bad men, and even devils,
that they can pleafe him; that which fo greatly
diltinguifheth from thefe by its effect muit alio be
very diftin& in its nature, but that wicked men
and devils are perfuaded of the truth of the gofpel
admits no doubt, the latter efpecially too feverely
felt the effeCts of it in the deftruction of their
kingdom, and in Chrif’s power over themn, not to
have the moft lively perfuafion that Fefus is indeed
the Son of Gop and the Saviour of men; they
remain devils neverthelefs, and of all thofe at
leaft, among the rulers of the Fews, who in fecret
believed on him, and joined in his publick perle-
cution, it holds goo, this belicf notwith{tanding,
what the Apoftle {aith of the Fews in general that
they did not pleale Gop, and were contrary to all
men, 1 Thef. 1. 15. and if fo, all thole that no
more than affented to and profefled the gofpel
were {till deftitute or that faith wichout which it is
impoflible to pleafe Gop; of thefe the young
men in the gofpel, who knew and approved the
doétrine of Fefus Chrif, whom Fefus loved, and
who could not even part with Chrift, or decline
following him without open forrow, is another
inftance. Q). 1. There is a real diftinlion between
divine faith, i. e. that belief which 1s grounded
upon the teftimony of Gob, and that faith without
which it is impoffible to pleafe hirs. Men may have
very clear ideas of the truth in their head without
feeling the power of it in their hearts, The Ga-
latians even {uffered many things in the caufe of
Chrift, and yet laid greater ftrefs on the works of
the law than was confiftent with the dotrine of
faith. Man may fee and hear Gop fpeaking to
him, and yet his faith be  only common;” the

600,004
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600,000 who heard Gon Ipeaking out of the cloud
on Sinat, heard and promifed to doy yer all they had
feen and heard was not fufiicient to mabe them he-
lievers indeed; Gon was difpleated with them,
their carcafes fell in the wildernefs, they could not
enter into Canaan, becaufe of unbeiiet they could
not enter, though I dare fay they niever douoted
but Gon had fpoke to them, and alio renemtared
and aflctited to what he had fpoken oa that never
to be forgotten occafion. Believing thercfore what
Gob fpoke,- and believing it becaunfe he fpoke i,
does not amount to that faith without which it is
impoflible to pleafe him. 1 have already oblerved
that there is {fome dilference between belief and
janh, the former being a fimple affent to any pro-
poifition, the latter to a propofal that 1 look upon
as made unto me. 1 would now further ¢djcrve,

2. Tleremay be fome confidence where there is no fav-
iny fuith, Iaith cannot exift without confidence,
but confidence may be found in fuch as are detti-
tute of faving faith, All that believe and are per-
fuaded that Chrift died for them, and live and die
in that perfuafion, profefs it in publick by partak-
ing of ordinances, are not in a {tate of divine fa-
vour, nor can it be faid of all or moft of them that

they pleafe Goo  far the greater number of thofe
that profefs Cariftianity believe that Chrif died a-
hke for Fudas and Peter, that he alike died for all;
if they believe this they cannot doubt but he alfo
died for them in particular; but have not the moft
lamps without oil? are not numbers of profeffors
deititute of that {pirit which whoever has not is
none of Chriff's? We find fome fo ftrongly per-
{fuaded that they belong to Chrifl, that in his name
they wrought miracles and caft out devils,---that

even
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even in the lalt day they wili plead their relation,
---that nothing can undeceive them but that final
decifivedeclarationof the Judge, | NEVER knewyou,
It is clear theretore that fome men may have what
they call a particular perfuafion that Chrift died for
them in particular, and yet that it is not of the
right Lind, and yet they may not have that {aith
without which ’us impoflible to pleafe Goo, I
thought it neceflary to make thele previous re-
marks, that fo no man might miftake fhadow for
fubftance, belief for faith, or a heated imagination
for reality of grace. [ would now endeavour to
fhew what faith reallv is, and what manner of per-
{ons we muft be if in our faith we are to pleale
Gop. As whatever we cannot pleafe Gon in can-
not be the faich here fpoke of, fo on the contrary
whatever makes us acceptable to Gon muft be the
faith, or the fruit of that faith in which alone we.
may pleafe him. This is the exaét reafoning of
the Apoftle; he aflerts that Anoch pleafed Gop
he hence concludes that Enoch muft have had faith,
for, faith he, it is a known and indifputable truth.
that without faith no man can pleafe himy as K-
woch therefore did pleale him, it muit have been
by that very means, which is the ftanding rule of
Gobp’s looking in mercy on finners, and man’s
plealing Gop in aad through a Redeemer. By
faith Fnoch pleafed Gop before he was tranflated.,
I take for granted what no Chrittian will deny, viz,
that we cannot pleafe Govo, nor be acceptable to
him, but in and through Fejus Chrifty with bim
Gop is well pleafed, and we are made acceptable.
through bim, the beloved, in the prefence of that
Gop who is both juft and the juftifier of them that
believe in Jefus Cloifty till we are in Chrif Gop
1s a confuming fire, and the finner hay, wood and

ftuble;
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ftuble ; from the moment that we are on: with
him Gop beholds us in his Son, and pleafed with
him he is alfo pleafed with all that are his people.
Short of this we are ftrangers to the covenants of
promife, without hope and withcut Gop ; and as
withoutChrift none cancomeunto the Father, fonone
can come unto Chriff but by believing, 7. ¢. fixing
his truft in and applying unto him; whatever
therefore men call faith, if it does not unite them
with Fefus Chrijt, they cannot pleafe Gob in it; on
the other hand, the very loweft degree of that
which unites us with Fefus Chrift brings allo Chrft
to dwell in our hearts by faith, and makes us ac-
ceptable unto Gop,

In faith we may obferve krowledge, confidence,
and love and affurance; without knowledge there
can be no confidence, without confidence there
can be no applying to and laying hold on Fefus
Chris?y and wherever thefe two are united it is as
impoflible they fthould not work by love as it is
impoffible for light not to fhine. I think a// thefe
ingredients neceflary to faith; but if it be enquir-
ed in which of the three the effence and the very act
of faith properly confifts, then thofe that fay in
knowledge alone feen to fay toolittle, becaufe thou-
fands who knew Chrift never applied to nor trufted in
him; to place it in fuli aflurance is requiring too
much, becaufe thoufands of Goo’s children believe
what they do not fee, and their whole life is an
uninterrupted conflict with fear and diffidence; but
in the meaneft, as well as in the greateft believer,
fome confidence is to be found, and none but a
true believer will venture his foul and falvation
upon Jefus Chrift alone; whatever therefore is to-

be found in the weakeft, as well as in the ftrong-
eft,
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eft, and is to be fOUtEd in7none but real believers,
muft make up the effence of faith, and that confi-
dence which, to ufe the language of f{cripture, de-
fires, hungers, thirfts after, comes, applies to,
and lays hold on Fefus Cbrift, bids faireft to be
that very faith in which we may, and without
which it is impoflible to pleafe Gop. *

c " On

® Dr. Chauneey, in his very valuable fermons on the na.
ture of faith, which are in many hands among us, pags
113. hath this note: ¢ It will wery probably be thought by foire
that 1 have been greatly deficient in not making the effence of faith as
Jultifying to confsf} in the foul's.reliance on Chrilt, or trufling in bi:
righteonfusfs as the only plegdabie vitle to, é/fe, this WITH THEM
is the principal thing the [cripturg means by that {aétb awhich juflie
fies.”  With all due refped po the Doltor, 1 Jdo not hefitate
to confefs that I am one of rhem who think exatly in the
manner he is here writing againft, and [ am fo little athamed
of my company, that I ceuld moft heartily wilh the Doétor
was one of the number. [ would afk: Caa any man be ju-
ftified without this reliance on Chrif, or trafting ia his righ-
teoufnefs, or was ever any jultifled without it? If yea, then
the man that trufts in Chri?, aud the man that does not, the
man that religs on Céri/‘f, and the man that relies on his own
righteonf{nels, are perfetly upon a footing, provided they
do but both give their affent to the teltimony of Gop, which,
page 71. he faith is the faith of the Chriftian ; If nay, then
furely that without which faith never could, ner ever can
fubfitt as jultifying, muflt belong to its effence, And when
the Do&or fyrther,obferves, ¢, Thar be knows of w0 texi in all
the Bible wwhich gives this idea of faith, 1 woyld fubmit to his
confideration that the word ;in the original is not only ufed
for truft and confidence in prophane writers, (Pbocylides, apud
Lampium, Lao mi pifleve, truft not to the people, and D,.
moflbenes feaute pifleveis,, thou truftett thyfelf) but that this is
its ufeal fignification in the New Teftament, I will only
cite the paﬂ'ag:s,w,hcxc faith in Fefus Chriff is mentioned in
Luke, and to believe in him in §r. Fobn, and leave the judg-
ment with the pegder, fee Lage v. zo. vii. sa. viii. 25. 48.
XVile §. 17. 19, Xviil, 8. 48, xxii. 32. of believing in him,
fee in Jobn only, Joha i.7.12. g0, i, 22. 23, 24. iii. 12,
13,
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On the whole, then, the dcfinition which [ would
give of this faith in which they that:have heard the
gofpel, and are awakened to a due care of their
foul, may pleafe Gon, is this: It'is fuch a perfua-

| fion

15. 16. 18, 36, iv. 21 39.471. 42. 48. 53¢ V. 38. 44. 46.
47. vi. 29. 30. 35. 40. 47. 6g. vii. 38. 39. and not to be too
vedious, viil. 24. Xi. 2§. Xiv. 1. xX. 29. 3I. omiting fo
maony other paffages, 1 wonld only mention Paul, 2 7im. 1.
12. I know in whom [ have believed (trulted’) Pames, Let
im ak in faith not doubting, Tamesi. 6 Perer, t Peter i
%8, That you might have -taith and hore in Gob. Fobw,
Faich which overcometh the world, 1 Fckx ii. 13. Affuredly
an:ang all thefe there iy one text which implies trut in the
ides of faith, ¢ It may b obferved here, that almoit every
' oLinralter or alion, whereby faith in Cbriff is reprefented
“ in {cripture, carriesin it the hotian of tryf, hope, or de-
«¢ pendance, fo that the original'and nef proper Jenye 4 ke nvord
o¢ faith is i)l maintained, and every finner, ‘whé "applies
¢ himfelf to Chriff for falvation, does certainly put forth an
¢ af of truft or hope in him, though he may nct always fo
¢ evidently and diftinQly ayprehéng‘ and judge of the inward
« 3& of his own foul, 'or diftidgaith’ them fo exactly.”
Watts's Orthodoxy and Charity united, .-260:; 13-« .
IF trating in Chriff iy oty an éife& orconfequence of favk
ing faith, then it is as dittin& fiom’it a3 an effc® from the
caufe, or a confequence from the propofition from 'which #
is drawn, and in that cafe our falvation, which the fcripture
‘uniform}y afcribes unto faith, is not an effe& of faith, but
an effel of sn-effed of it.. Tt much mitigates the queition,
which otaerwi'T fhauld think of confiderable moment, that
thofe who wiil wot sllow it to enter into its effence, yet ex.
refsly ailort, visat °s faith antl this etruft are inféparable}”
cut farely it w?il not be faid, ** that wheréver aflent is bot-
tomed on the witnefs of Gobn,”” there is alfo this trufl, or
faving faitk. This feems 2 new way of expreffing old truths,
but I confel’ to m it ic not very defirable, she old is better.
N ‘B. Tlat fait. implies truft appears to demonttration in
the original of Yab~ ii. 14. fo it alfo does whenever the word
fs ufed in the pafive foim, M. fii. 2. +Tim. i 11, The
only ¢ pleadahla titic vo life” is the rightboufnbfs, merit, and
facrifice of Feus the Redeemer, this faith pleads‘dnd faith,
Pralm 1xxi. 10,4 17.
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fion of the truthofthe golpelas makes the awakened
finner embrace Fe/us -Chriff, offered therein as his
own and only Saviour, and influences his whole
nature and pra®tice. He that thus believeth 1s
not every fianer, but the finner awakened to a
fenfc of his undone condition ; what he believes is
not fimply the truth of the goibel, but he looks
chiefly to, Fefus Geriff as the Saviour in the gofpel
fet forth for {inners; he does not barely believe him
fuch in genenal, but he makes the experiment for
himfelt, his- foul defires, his hope emuraces him;
he views Chryft as his owp Saviour, and knows of
none elle, and nothing elfe, which he can look to
for falvation, 'but him; this perfuafion is of him
that ¢alled him,.-and therefore it has this happy
effect, that it purifies his heart, overcomes the
world, fills him with peace and joy in believing,
and at laft beftows upon him the end of his
faith, even the falvation of his foul. There is no-
thing in this definition which does not fuig the
meaneft real believer, or which is not the care,
wifh, and defire of every believer in reality. You
will obferve that I place the weight, effence, and
charadteriftick of that faith in which we are to
pleafe Gop, in its uniting us with Jefus Chrift, fo
that he and his righteoufnefs become our’s; lefs
cannet do, becaufe all that are not in Cbrift cannot
pleafe Gop ; and this is {ufficient, becaufe all that
are in Chrifi cannot but pleafe him. I repe-tit
therefore, whatever does not make Chrif our's is
not faving faith, and whatever is the means of our
union with him muft alfo be the means of our un-
jon with liis Father, or that very faith in which
we may pleafe him, which I am now more parti-
cularly to confider as the fecond general head of
this difcourfe. |

Ca Te
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To pleafe God, as it appears a general expreflien,
and is applied not to any particular a&tion, but to
the perfon of the believer, itfelf cannot mean lefs
than that he with whom Gon is plealed has the
divine approbation, is an objeft ‘of his love and
- favour, that he will be admisted into the divine
prefence, dwell with Gop, and enjoy all that blifs
which muft accompany fuch a'happy ftate for ever
and ever. All this we fee in the'cafe of Ewoch
which the Apoftle has juft been citing; Gob tranf-
lated him, he did not tafte death, he exchanged
faith for fight, ¢* he was no more” among mor-
tals, but he dwelt with Gop in Heaven, with
whom he had walked while on earth, and all this
becaufe before bis tranflation be had this tefiimony that
be pleafed God. o

To pleafe Gop is the higheft attainment of ra-
tional creatures, and that which fecures them the
enjoyment of all that happinefs a creature can be
capable of, In proportion of our pleafing Gop he
will beftow us encreafling tokens of his tavour, and
we muft be happy exaétly in the fame proportion;
it is very evident that {in muft difpleate the moft
holy being, and chat therefore the finner muft un-
dergo a very great and total change before he can
pleaie Gop again; and{eeing withoutfaith itisimpof-
fible to pleafe him, faith of courfe is indifpenfably
neceffary for this moft important purpofe. Some
aétions of gracelefs men may in fome lower degree
pleafe Gop ; wnen Febu deltroyed the houfe of
Abab, according to the divine command, Gop iaid
unto him, Thou haft done well in executing that
which is right /1 mine eyes, therefore fhall thy

children of the fourth generation it on the thronfr
Q
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of Ifiael, 2 Kings x.. 30. There was fomething
amiable in the young man who went away forrow-
ful from Fefus Chrift, though his very going away
'plainly yroved. his want of real faith; but-no man
can pleafe Gop, fo as to be acceptable ta him, but
in and through Jefus Chriff, and no tnan that has
heard of Chrif, and his gofpel, can. pleafe Gop,
unlefs he alfo fets his feal to it that Gobp istrue,
and receives.the record. which. he fus given-of; his
Son. | b , .

~ In this faith it is poffible to pleafe God; the reafon
18 ‘evident, this faith makes us one with Chriff, by
this faith he dwells inrour heart; by, faith we
are! faid to be in himy and he inws; by faith. Fe-
fus Chrift fivethvin us, and when ue live a life: of
faith- we live in the faith of the Son of Gob;
Chrift and the reat believer are infeparable, Gop
‘beholds the ore in the other, and we are made
accepted through grace in him the beloved, Epb,
i. 6. and as all things are poflible unto him that
believeth, fo, by being of the faith of Fefus, for his
fake in whom we believe we may allo pleafe Gop,
Add to this, that the greateft promifes are given
unto him that believeth, ke does not come into
judgment, he will never die, he: will be raifed a.
gain on.the laft day, he has even now eternal life,-
all:which undoubtedly imply: that he that believeth
ih Fefus Chri# alfo pieateth Gop, who has him fet
forth the objet of our faith, as a propitiation
through faith in his blood, that he mighe be juft
and the juftifier of him who believeth in Fefus,
Rom. iii. 25. 26, L S

~ Awp as 'without fome faith it is impoffible for
any man, f{o without this faith it is impoffible for any
| that
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‘that bave keard of Chrift so pleaje. Gad.  Man' can-
not pleafe Gop'as a finner; he that plealeth Gop
‘has "alfo a 'teftimony that he js righteous, verfe 4.
he muft alfo walk with Gop like Enech, and obtain
a good report like all the antients; but all this he
cannot while deftitute of this faith, and therefore,
ab he is defticute of thefe thirlgs which Gop might
behbld with approbation, »af that which diflo-
géifeth the penitent and impesitent, : the real be-
liever and unbeliever, it is alfo impoflible that he
fhould pleafe Gop ; it is morally and naturally im.
poflible he thould ; it is not only difficult, or pof-
fible only in a few rare inftances, but it is impaf-
fible in iefdlf, and therefore in every inftance.
The 'Apoftle lays it down as-a felf evident
maxim, as a truth which none that knows: any
thimg of divine things can difpute, or poffibly
have any doubt of ; to affért the oppofite would
He direttly contrary to-the word of Gop, and the
experiénce of his people in every age, who one and
a1l tame to Gob through faith, and from their own
conviGtion and knowledge declare that it is im-
poffible to picale Gop without it.

Man cannot pleafe Gop now in his ftate by na-
ture, he is born of the flefh and is fiefh, and shey
that are of the fefb. canmot pleafe Gody, Rows. viir. 8,
Neithér-are man’s beft perforraantes and attempts
fufficient only to hide this guilt, though he wath
himfelf with nitre, and.take much foap, yet his
iniquity is marked before Gop, Fer. ii. 22. The
Ethiepian may as cafily change his fkin, and the
leopard his fpots, as men in their own firength do
good who are accuftomed unto evil; and in fuch
4 fituation how is it poflible ntan: théuld pleafe him
who is of purer eye'than to hehold any iniqluvilty.

en
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Men inay, and fothe a&uilly do' try ta pleafe Gon
by performances of their own, they make an offes
of thoufands of rams, they would give rivers-of
oil, -and even their firft born,- for the tranfgrefiion
of: their fouls; they atefo zealans in external dd-
ties that they are ready to expoftulate with Gony
We have fafted and thou feeft not, we have afflict-
ed our fouls and thou takeft no knowledge, Ifaiab
jviii. 3. - The Phatifee thanks Gop that- he is not
like other! mes), ‘nor. even’ like that Pdblicsn whé
yet gacth to liis own houfe juftified beforé chrool
ther. ‘This'is the way of Cain, whefc facrifice Gon
regarded not, and the very reverfe of .Abel, who
by faith offered a better facrifice; this wad Jfraels na-
tional -fin, they followed: after the law of righte-
oufnefs, but did not actain it, becaufe thicy foughs
it not- by, faith, but as it were by the works:of the
law, Rom. ix. 3%. 32. ' Hence faith is:not only the
means and 'method by which man muft draw near
unto Gop and pleafe him-at firlt; but even thofe
whe actually believe, and are in a ftace of good
works, muit conftantly depend on Chrift alone:for
their acceptance, nor will any offering be accepted
by Gop that is not offered ‘in- thar faith without
which it is impoflible to pleafe him,

Tuirs impeflibility arifeth from the nature of the
thing itfelf and the exprefs divine conftitution. As
in the nature of -things no man can or will come
unto Gob, or endeavour to pleafe him, without a
belief that Gop is, and a confidence that he may
not be rejefted but accepted, {o no finner awaken-
ed to a fenfe of his cafe will venture to draw near
unto Gop without a Mediator ; neither indeed can
he pleafe:Gop, unlefs he is intréduced by the only
Mediator- bétween Gon and ‘mian, to whom an ac-

| cels
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cefs and chrough him unto Gob .is opened in the
gofpel, but which no man can or will make any
fe of deftitute of that belief and confidenge which
enters into the effence of that faith of which the
Apoftle is ipeaking. I add;to this, that icis KHeg-
yen’s fundamental Jaw, he that believeth not (hall
not fee life, is condemned already, becaufe he be-
lieveth not in the name of the only begotten Son
of Geb ; Gop has fworn by himfelf, ¢ ta him every
knee fhall bend,,and every tongue (bhgll fay, In the
Loxn bave ] righteonfrefs and. {trength ; fuch alfo
fhal] come to (beligve in) himy, and the reft thall be
athamed;” there 1s no name under Heaven given
to man to be faved ia but that of Fe¢fus Cbrift, nor
way of coming to.the Father but by him, nor any
poilibility of coming to him but by faith; they
that attemps it any other method act-upen prin.
ciples diamegrically oppobite to the divine confli-
tution, they will not be faved by faith in a Re-
deemer, but pleafe Gop by works cf their own
by faith all the worthles in this chapter did all they
did; but thefe that mean to pleale Gop without
faith take a method direétly oppofiiz to his infti-
tution, and with Cain take part agzinft.ail, thofe
who by faith pleafed Gob. | .

I suavL only add, that though by faith we pleafs
Gon, and it is impoflible to pleafe him without ir,
yet it is not our faith, aor any thing of our’s, that
renders us acceptable to Gop; this honouyr is even
due unto Fejus Chrift alene, .and we pleafe Gop
not becaufe of our faith, but becaufe of him to
whomn our faith looks, 2nd with whom by faith we
become united, though it is npt unufual to the
fcripture to afcribe thar unto gur receiving which
is only the free and unmsriged mercy of Gop in

gving,
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giving, and thus th@ Redeemer himfelf fometimes,
when he healed any that applied to him, conde-
fcended to put that dignity upon faith, which in
ftri@tnefs was only due to his own a¢t, and to tell
them, Go in peace, thy faith has made thee whole,

IMPROVEMENT

HERE is no doflrine or knowledge that
can be of greater importance t» man than
how he may pleafe his Gop. If we confi-

der ourfelves only in the relation of his creatures
nearnefs to him mufit conftitute our blils, and when
we refle@t on it thar, from the very nature of our
foul, its defires muft be as infinite as its duration,
we muft be convinced that none but Gop infinite
can fulfil them, that not to pleul: the Gop of our
fpirits muft be miflery, to pleafe him happinefs
and pleafure. lt is a good thought of a heathen
poet, that Gop being at peace with us we cannot
be urhappy; * and nothing can be clearer than
that to lie under the divine difpleature muit be the
heighth and {pring of every calamity conceivable,
and that while this difplealure lafts every thing
- terrible to men, and nothing elfe, is to be expeted.

Tre facred fcriptures every where reprefent
mankind as in a ftate of apoftacy from Gon, as
gone aftray amd corrupted, their thoughts and
the imagination of the heart wicked before him
continually, the heart itfelf detperately wicked
and deceitful above all things; from thence, like

| D from

* Paccato poffam now mifir ¢/: DEO. Ovid.
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from an impure {pring, proceedeth every iniquiey,
from this root of bitternefs all thefe evil fruies
which defile man, and make hin appear abomin.
able before him who is of purer eye than to behold
iniquity ; hence by nature we are faid to be the
children of wrath and cannot ftand in Gop’s pre-
fence. Soon as man commenced a fianer, and
went aftray, he was alfo driven from the prefence
of his Gop, Gem iit. 24. and now lighe may
more eafily "have communion with darknef§, or
righteoufnefs have fellowthip with unrighteoufnefs,
than a boly, juft, and offended Gop, may have
communion with the impenttent finner, or his fu-
preme holinels take any pleafyre in a creature fo
entirely corrupted, and fo entirely ftsayed away
from his Gop and Creator. Though his creature
may be an object of undelc-ved pity, yet the fi-
ner cannot appear otherwife 1 the fight of Gop
than as a'guilty o, 1 daring rebel, and as fuch, thalt
(+op have pleature in him? fhall ncot he rather vi-
fit for thefe things, and fhall not his foul be aveng-
ed on fuch 2 generation as this? er. ix. 9. I may
add to thie, that {in has allo filled man with dif~
pleafure and averfion again®t Goo and his ways;
the finner faith, depart from us, we defire not the
knowledge of thy ways, but hew c«a two walk to-
gether unlefs they are agreed ? and iiow is it pof-
fible there fhould be any plealing intercourfe be-
tween Gop, that abominates. the: fins of man, and
man, who abhors the ways, precepts, and com-
mand of his Gop ? It is equally true that the hoh-
nefs and juftice of Gop will not fuffér him to take
any pleafure in finners, and that the love of fin,
impurity, and unholinefs, unavoidably difable man
from taking any pleafure in Gop; this unhappy
con:dition muft continue till the inner return unto

Gop,
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Gop, bur alas! this[, lcfz to himfelf, remains an
impoflibility, or till Gop in pity reftore and reco-
ver him; and whether he will do fo or no, we could
never know, unlefs Gop himielf inform us, and
in this view alfo Fafius Chri} has broughe life and
immortafity to light by his gofpel. |

We are informed that fome of guilty Adam’s
offspring pleated Gop; this is fufficient to raife the
hopes that to pleafe Gon again is not abfolutc_:ly
impoffible, and by what means they did })lcafc him
becomes the moft important enquiry of any that
are defirous t pleafe him alfe. This method, the
kindnefs of Gop hath not only given us fome dark
diftant hints of, which already would have been
great mercy, but the Apoftle {ets before us a cloud
of witnefles who have obtained this good report;
by faith they came unto him, by faith they pleafed
him, *¢ they had teftimony that they pleafed Gop,”
but if without faith it is impoffible to pleafe him,
we can be at no lofs to conclude, that all thofc

that are pofiefled of this faith muft allo infallibly
pleafe him. '

IT may probably be afked, why faith, above
all things, fhould be the means of pleafing Gobp,
and 1 do not wonder that fuch as look upon faith
to be no more than a bare affent to truth, or the
truth of the gofpel, fhould form fuch a queftion ;
with them faith at the moft can only {tand upon a
level with other good works, and why fhould the
honour of pleafing Gop be conferred uponthat more
than upon any other? I anfwer, that if you will
but attentively read the New-Teftament, you will
find that every great effect is afcribed unto faith;
the purifying the heart, 455 xv. the victory over the

- Ds world,
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world, 1 Yobuv. 4. the whole Chriftian life, Gal. ii. 20.
and the {alvation of the foul,1 Pet.i. 9. Faithis{poke
of as the means of all this, all thefe are cunfidered as
effeCts of faith; now, if Goo has fo conftituted
matters, this thould be abundantly reafon enough
for us to acquicfce in it, but the truth is, that
though an affent to the truth, or ¢ the bare belief of
the bare truth,” does not neceflarily produce fuch
great cffects, yet neither is this the faich in which
we pleafe Gop, and that faith in which we pleafe
him has not only a divine fanétion, and is ground-
ed on the promifes of Gop, but has alfo in its own
nature a capacity and fitnefs to an{wer all theie
important purpofes.

THE gofpel plan of falvation manifeftly places
our recovery and happine(s not in any works of
rightecoufnefs ot our own, but in the mercy of
GGop through Fefus Chrift the Saviour, that being
juftified through his grace we fhould be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life, Tis, . 5. 7.
It plainly diftinguitheth between the works of the
law, by which no flefh fhall be juftified, and the
faith in Fefus Chrift, by which we may be juftified,
Gal. ii. 16. Chrift is {poke of as the end of the law
for righteoufnefs to every one that believeth, Rom.
X. 4. there is no falvation, nor any name but bis
given for man to be faved, Afsiv. 12. To the
praife of the glory of his grace he made us accept-
ed in the beloved; our redemption therefore, and
acceptance with Gop, is not our own work, but
in CHRIST we have redemption through his blood,
cven the forgivenefs of fin, according to the riches
of his grace, Epb. 1, 6. 7. We are aflured tha:
unto him that worketh not, but believeth in him

that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith is couqtid
. sigh-
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righteoufnefs, Rom. iv. 97 As we cannot fave
ourfelves, we muft either remain loft, or be faved
by another ; that we do not, cannot fave ourfelves,
experience, and the very coming of Fefus to fave
that which was loft, plinly fhews; could we fave
ourfelves there woicld be no need of a faviour;
{eeing therefore we cannot fave, or make ourfelves
acceptable unto Gop, and feeing a Saviour is given
throuvgh whom all thefe bleflings may be obtained,
‘the queftion is, by what means finners awakened
to a fenfe of their want and danger may come to
partake of them. Now, what can be more worthy
of Gop, more confiftent with the plan of falvation
by means of another, and more confiftent with our
own cafe, than that, upon fecling our want, and
hearing of Chrift as a Saviour, we fhould place our
confidence in and apply to him that he would be-
come QUR Saviour, make «s partakers of his fal-
vatior ? What can be more tuitable and becoming
guilty wretches than to throw themfelves before
him whom Gop has given to be a propitiation,
confefs their guilt, and plead his redemption,
when they mean to reiurn unto Gob to befeech
the Mediator to plead their caufe and introduce
them; whea the method that Gop pointed out for
our return and acceptance is by means of his Son,
the Mediator between Gop and man, what other
method can be left to the finner than to believe
the teftimony of Gop, apply to, defire and confide
in this great Saviour, in a word, come unto the
Father through the Son, and thus by faith to
pleafe Gop? This indeed cuts off all boafling,
and renders man indebted for pardon aund recovery
entirely to the mercy of Goo in Fefus; but for that
very reafon alfo it appears worthy of Goo and fuit-

able to the cafe of the finner. = As the finner can.
not,
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not, and will hot come unto Gob, unlels he has
fome confidence in him, as he cannot take any
pleafure in Gop if he beholds him as a confuming
fire, as he is, without an interveming Medialor, fo
Gop cannot take any pleafure in him in this con-
dition; but when man by faith is cace trought
unto Fefus Chrift thefe obitacles become removed,
man fees the glory of Gop in the face of ‘Fefus
Cbrift, and Gop beholds the finner as redeemed,
atoned for, and united with his Son; and as faith
1s the principal means of all this, it is plain that
cvery one poffefled of it muft allo pleafe Gop.

Tuis is diametrically appofite to the thoughts
of many, There is none but what will acknow-
ledge that to pleafe Gop is the duty and blifs of
man, to difpleafe him fraught with every calamity
and danger; but in the way to pleafe him men
greatly differ, there are few that make this their
ftudy and care, and too many who purfue methods
which never will attain this end. It is greatly to
be lamented that men in general are fo extremely
indifferent about it whether they pleafe or difpleafe
their Gop, as to thoufands Gobp is not in all their
thoughts, their own pleafure is the motive and aien
of all their attions, they act contrary to Gop in the
moft audacious manner, and fin againft him with
their hands lifted up, they do the abominable
thing which he hates, and have not even the
thought that thus they make themfelves loathfome
in the fight of a holy, pure, and all-feeing Gop ;
if thefe can ever think that while they continue
{o thsy can pleale Gop, they muft alfo think Gop
altogether fuch an one like themfelves; how feare
ful vall their cafeappearwhen once they difcover their
miftake, and how defperate if they fhould not dif-

covee
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cover it till it is become irretrievable, whken Gon
will reprove them, fet their fins fully before their
face, tear them to pieces, and there be none to
deliver, Pjalm 1. 21.22. Confider this ye that
deliberately go on in in and wilfully keep away
from Gob; as you defire not the knowledge of his
ways, as you will none of hum, fet at nought his
counfel, and will have none of his reproof, what
will you do when your day cometh? Can you en-
dure, can your hands be ftrong when Gop fhal}
deal with you ? Can you bear his frowns whe with
a nod fhakes the creation, and whofe fury is pour-
ed out like fire? If the wrath of a King be the
forerunner of death, what muit be the indignation
of the Ring of Kings? If the righteous fcarcely be
{aved, where will the ungodly and finner appear,
and if judgment begin firlt of the houfe of Gop,
what will be the end of them that obey not the
gofpel of Fefus Chrifp 2 Remember it, daring fin-
ners, Gop is difpleafed with you, with the wicked
he is angry every day. Becaufe man fees not Gop
he does not thmk Gop fees him; becaufe man
himfelf is pleafed in fin it does not affe&t him thas
Gob is difpleafed ; becaufe fentence is not fpeedily
executed on the evil works of men the heart of
men is fully fet in them to do evil; the finner forms
himfelf an idea of divine mercy which would rathe:
be imbecility, he confiders the Ruler and Judge
of the univerfe as one who may be offended with
impunity, and who either does not take notice or
will never fhew any difplealure againft the folly
and wickednefs of men; man goes on in the love
of fin, in the negleét of duty, a ftranger unto
Gop, an enemy to the crofs of Ciriff, the god of
this world has blinded his eyes, he loves darknefs
rather than light becaufe his works are evil; there

18
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is a Gop, but the {inner will not know him; therc
is a Saviour, but the finner tramples his blood
under feet; there are pleadings of the fpirir, but
the finner refifts and quencheth them; Gob taketh
no pleafure in the finner’s death, but the finner
Nimfelf takes pleafure 1n the ways of it, he will
not come unto Gop threugh Chri?, he will not
come unto Chrif? that he might have life; furely
they are a people without underflanding, and at laft be
that made them will bave no mercy upon them, and be
$bat formed them will [bew them ne favour, laiah
xxvii, 11. I am afraid fome that now hear me may
‘ftill be of this ftamp; O that it might come home
unto them! Gop has made and fupported you;
Gop has given his Son for finners; Fefus Chrift
fhed his blood and died for finners; there will be
joy in Heaven over any one finfier’s repentance
canft thou know, hear, and believe this, and go
onin fin? O thou wretch, Gob is difpleafed with
thee, and thou art pleafed with thyfelf!

TrouaH we may hope better things of fome o-
thers, yer cannot we of many hope things which
accompany falvation. Many think it is little or no
matler wkat a man believes fo be lead a fober virtuous
life; thefe think rhat without faith 2 man can
pleafe Gop, they think the very reverle of what
the Apoftle afferts, Chrit and his redemption is
left out of their creed, they are their own faviours,
at the very beft Coris? is oaly a pattern unto them,
a little fuperior to other good men, but to expet
falvation becaufe he hung on a crofs, to place
rheir hope of acceptance in the foolithnefs of the
rrofs, and in what Chrii? {uffered and did for fin-
ners, to expect to be faved by faith, and to place
their whole truft in one that died without the

' campy
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camp, bearing our reproach, truly, this is beneath
their dignity, the whole doétrine fs unto them as
unaéceptable as it was unto thofe who courted it
fodlithnefs ahd a ftumbling block, they make no
doubt but their own arms will fave them, and if
they lead a good life they will be accepted, but
let man the finner know that he is a rebel againft
Gop, and that it is impertinence in him to talk of
Being accepted till he has laid down the rebellious
arcis, and fued out a pardon; lec him alfo know
that Gop' fdrgives none but for the fake of his
Son, and that unlefs men apply to they muft go
without him; let chem in fhort l¥now that without
faith it is impoffible to pleafe Gop ; this is the
method which infinite wildom and kindnefs has’
appointed, and which whoever doés not fubmit ta
muft of courfe remain an object of the difpleafure
of an offended Gop and flighted Saviour,

WhiLe fome, contrary to the whole tenor of
the New-Teftament, lay fo little ttrels on faith,
that they think a pious life can fecure happinefs
without it, or that there can bé true plety where
faith in Fefus Chrijt lies not at the bottom, the op-
pofite error, which perhaps as many hold with e-
qual eagernefs, is not lefs void of danger, they
fancy within themfelves that becaufe they believe arighe
allis fafe and well, bowever ill they may iive; faith with
them is a’covering for every iniquity, they can,
perfuade themfelves that right notions in the heid’
overbalance the wrongeft biafs of the heart, and are
fufficient to atoneé for every vice in life; they are
apt to fulpe”ail thofe that prefs the 4,n,cc'cfii1ty of a
holy life, as though they were too legal, or ene-
mies to faith, and think it detogates ﬁ',ot"n the ex-
cellency of their Chiriftian graée if with equal care

| E we
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we maintain that believers muft be found in a ftate
of good works; this is an error of the moft dap.
gerous confequence, they that hold it plainly
prove that they have not even the idea of true fajth
tn the Son of Gop, or of that faith without which
it is impaffible to pleafeshim; but as no true be-
liever can think or act fo, it well deferves enquiry
whether the holding the ¢ bare belief of the bare
truth,” ora bare affent to the gofpel,which doubtlefs
thefe people may have, to be faving faith, may nat
much contribute to a miftake of fuch fatal tendency.
As nothing is more common than for men to per-
fuade themfelves they have faving when they have
but common faith, fo it argues a %rcat ignorance
of human nature to fuppafe that the will of men
will always follow the convition of the under-
ftanding, that man will do what is right when
once he knows it, and that, in order to engage
him to become a true believer, he need only be
convinced of the truth. Thoufands have a true
faith, 4. ¢. believe what is really true, but this very
faith becomes an occafional caufe of their greater
damnation, becaufe they reft on this as fufficient
to intereft them in a Redeemer, and an eternity of
happinefs, this is their condemnation, that lighs is
come unto them, but they loved darkue/s rather than
light, becaufe their works were evil, Fobn iii. 19,
Man may have a fairer fhew than all this and yet
deceive, or be deceived himfelf; thofe that have
fac under a found awakening Miniftry may have
their judgments clearly informed, and their affec-
tions greatly raifed and warmed, although their
hearts were never changed; they may have re-
ceived the word with gladnefls, they may from
hearing others have learnt the langua%e of Canaen,
they may feem full of hope and o conﬁdcncc‘
an
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and yet, weighed in the balance of the Tan&uary,
be found wanting ; nature may perfonate grace,
and there are fome who talk vainly of attainments,
joys, and the like, while others who walk humbly
before Gop, and know the plague of their own
heart, are filled with diffidence and fear; the
kingdom of Gobp is not in words, but in power,
and whatever you may call faith, or pretend to have
as faith, if it does not work by love, though it
may have a near refemblance, it is but a counterfeit;
not to be far from the kingdom of Gop will not a-
vail, to be only near is ftill to be without, and all
that are ‘not found in Chrift by faith will perith tn
the day when Gop fhall deal with them; he that
‘believeth not the Son fhall not fee life, but the
‘wtdth of Gop abideth on him, Fobx iii. 36. \

Ir without faith it is impoffible to pleafe Gop,
then it is as much as every man’s foul is worth to
erquire whether he be in the faith,  and whether
the faich ‘Ive hopes to have be of the right fort.
All men, faith'an Apoftle, have nat faith, 2 The/.
iii. and all that pafleth under that name will not
ftand the teft; examine yourfelves therefore whe-
ther ye be in the faith, prove your ownfelves whe-
ther Chrifi be in you, except ye be reprobates, 2
Cor. xiil. 5. '

- 'WirH regard to all fuch as are difpleafed with
the method of pleafing Gop by faith in Fefus Chrift,
they had need to confider whether what they truft
to even in the judgment of reafon and confcience
is any fafer. Man is undoubtedly a finner, and
Gop undoubtedly of purer eye than to take any
pleafure in iniquity, and will by no means hold
the guilty guiltlefs; the beft prefent works cannot
E2 atone
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atone for paft evil onEncs, our beft are no more than
‘what we owed before; if man will venture to
ftand upen his own bottom, and be bold to appear
befors Gop without an intervening Mediater, or
faich in Jefus Chbriff, he muft then do as well as he
can, Chrif will not plcad the caufe of his faul,
Chrifp may fay unto.him in his lalt- moments what
indeed he has faid already: No man cometh to the
Father but by me, Fobn xix. 6. - All men will e
convinced in the lait day that without Faith | RE
impoflible to pleafe Gon.

You that go by the name of Ghriftians, know
and profefs to belieye the truth, fee to it ;hat you
may not be miftakep. Weare made partakersof
Chrift it we hold the beginning of our confidence
ftedfaft unto the end, Heb. iii. 14. Have you in-
deed partook of Cbnﬂ? When did your coniidence
take its beginning? Are you rooted and grounaed
in him? For unlets we hold out §9.the end we
never had a right beginning, If you are opeply
profanc, and indulge yourfelves in (in, you may
talk of faith, burt if you believe right you a&
wrong, and your deom will be.ghe heavier becaufe
you rendered yourfelves abnoxious tae it in 3 deli-
berate manner; syhﬂ.a fin has dominion ovgr yoy
you live not, and fo cannot die'in the faith of the
Son of Gob; if you do not depart from iniquity
it fignifies nothing that you are called after Chrift,
Gan can take no pleafurg in you, Jefus Chrifi will
notown you as his own, what you call faith isa dead
ﬂuug and,gan do yeu nq fervige, you are &illin your
{in, you are fhi} under the divine difplgalyre; nay,
and though a man_liye, fyberly. before, meny if
Chrift. do not dwell in himp, by faith he cannat pleafe

Gob tho' he make ever {0 fair,a profeffion, yet, ci;a;th
oD,
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Gop, if any draw back my foul fhall have no plea—
~fW’C in htm, Heb. x. 38 S R SO T

. h confclcnﬁc tc}ls any of ywz sh&t #anﬂfc dcﬂa-
‘tuge of this faith, that to pleale Gop has nat heen
your aim, or thut to.come to him by faith has ne-
ver been your: care, O confider how awful and
.melanchely is your cafe! Yap fecm now perfeltly
‘uncancerned whether or o you: pieafe or difpleate
“him in-whofe favour is life, and death the portion
of all that fin againft and will none of him;'youare
unafiected though you-hear the gofpel, though the
~method of plealing Gop is plainly {et before you,
«angl-you inforined withal how much Fefus did and
faffgred tiiat Goon. might again be pleafed with
‘mpan,. and man bl:(mght back unte.Goo, but con-
fider, you are to die, 'you will furely die, and that
pechaps foon, when you die you muft appear be-
fore Gap, and the very Fefus who.reconciled fin-
et unro. Gon will be your judge, Can you ftand
‘his érowna though you now. mind not his difplear
fure 73 Will:it ae an indifferesit matter to youon a
dytng day. whether you have faith .in/Gop, ., of
whether yoy have it not ? Wilkyou then alio remain
unaffiected when the: Judge. of all will place all be-
liexers on his right hand, sng affign the place and
pcmlon of: unbelievers ‘on his fgc’ Can you:be-
sicve.the wordiof Goo and. doubt this ? wa Do+
ment you esther have faith and pleafe, ar are defti-
eute of 1t and cannot pleafe Gop Without this
faith how will you bear the face of: him that fitteth
on.the:throne, or ftand the wrath of the Lamb?
We bdfeech you ta confider, and-may Cop give
you open eyes that in.this your day you. may know
thé:things which cencern your:peace, at leaft hefore
they :bcﬁud fram your eyes fcr ever,
: SHouLD
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SnouLp any fay unto me, Well, I am clearly
convinced that without faith no man can pleate
Gob, and as ‘¢learly that 1 have not' that faith in
which I might pleafe him, and now what fhall I
do? Tofuch I would fay, It is the work ot Gop's
{pirit to convince the world of fin, and efpecially
of unbelief, if therefore you fee your want and need
of faith, we may hope this is a happy beginning
of the work of faith in your fouls. You have not
pleafed Gop hitherto, and would now pleafe him;
then remember this cannot be done in any other
way but by faith in Jefus Chrift, every other at-
tempt will be loft labour, you can never come to
Gop but through Chris?, nor to Fefus Chrif but b
faith, How then will you:fay-fhall { obtain it
‘Why truly it 18 not of him that willeth, nor of him
that runneth, but of Gob’s mercy; yet faith cometh
by bearing, Rom. x. 17. Be diligent therefore to
read and hear the word of Gop, this is the ordi-
fary means which Gop by his fpirit makes vfe of
to:open our underftanding, to incline our will,
and to work that faith in us in° which we may
pleale him. Faith is the gsft of God, Eph. ii. 8.
You now know the value of it, and how much you
want it, feek thevefore and ye fhall find, afk and
ye. fhall reccive, if .you feek the Lorp with your
wiole heart doubtlefs you will find him, and he
thiticalleth you will fulfil in you all the good plea-
fure of his goodnefs, and the work of faith with
power, 2 Thef. i. 11. Your own unworthinefs and
a fenfe of guilt will ftand in your way, butitisa
faithful faying, and worthy your accepsation, that Je-
fus Chrift came into the world to fave fimners, 1 Tim,
i. 14. Fear pot therefore, only believe. You
believe that Chriff came to bring finners unto Gop,
- you
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you acquiefce in that method of falvation which

Gon, points out:in the gofpel of his Son, you fee all
felt-fufficiency in Chrift to {ave finneérs it is the willy.
of your foul that he may be your's, and you be-

come his, venture now to lay hold on all his pro-

mifes and falvation for yourfelf, I believe, Lorp,
help my unbelief, and though now you are bound.
down under a fenfe of your fin and unbelief, yée:
“ then fhall you know if you follow én to know
the Lorp,” and thus you alfo may be filled with-
peace:and joy in believing. o

Tue fincereft fouls are often the moft forward:
to miftruft themfelves, and when fuch as-are truly
in earneft hear, how many are miftaken; what
fair appearances nature may put on, and yet re-
main void of faving grace; that the faith of many
is not of the right ftamp, and that the confidence
of fome will noc hold out to the end; then they are
ready to conclude againft themfelves, this is cer-
tainly my cafe; while they think fo there is no
peace in their bonkes, and fometimes they are rea-
dy to fink in fear and defpondency. With regard
to fuch I would in general obferve, that as fome
deceive themielves by indulging too favourable an
opinion, fo it is very poflible others may deprive
themfelves of much comfort for fear of deceiving
themfe¢lves with a delufive hope; and it is not at
all to be wondered at, that any that have difcover.
ed the deceitfulnels of fin, and are truly fenfible
of the amazing importance of the matter, thould
be afraid by faith to call that their own of which
they know themfelves fo exceeding unworthy, I
would add to this, that the conclufions of faith ar
not io cafily made as conclufions in logick, an;
many a fincere Chriftian, when he fees that in ano-

ther
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ther which he cannot deny is allo in himfelt, will
rhore eafily conchude that his neighbout hay true:
faith: thin he wiii make the fame conclufion in fa.'
vour . of MmicH, and that too when perhaps he
might fafely make it; and even upon better evi-
dence. Such thdrefore I would afk, whether they
Have not feen, and ftill fee their abfolute need of
aMeditor to come near unto Goo ? Whether they
do not fee:their own unworthinefs, and' the infuffi-
dizncy of their very belt endeavours to pleafe Gop?
1 would afk, whether they are ndt.cotivinced that:
the Lord Fefus Cbrift alone can help them and
bring themyunto Goo ! 1 would afk them, whether,
in fighs, prayer, aad cries, they have not aad ftill
unto-hinyfor that purpofe, placing all their
canfidence, hope, and expeftation; in him alone?
I'would afk them, whether they are aot truly wil-
ling to walk worthy of Gop unto all well pleafing,
and to make it all their care and labour that, whe-
ther. prefent or. abfent, they may be accepted of
him 2 1.would afk them, whether even now, not-
with{tanding ‘all their fcruples, doubts, and fears,.
they would part with the bare poffibility of having
an intereft in Fefus Chriff and his falvation for a’
thoufand worlds? Whether even now it is rot their
defire to be holy, the fooner the better, and the
more {o.the more agreeable? Look unto him O ye'
all that find yourfelves fuich, and your eyes will be’
lightened, and your faces will not be athamed.
Thefe things which you muft own in you are ei-
ther nature or grace, they are either your own
work or that of his blefled fpirir, and think ye
fuch grapes can be zathered from thiftles, or fuch:
fruit ‘from thorns? Fear not, only believe; open’
your mouth wide and he will fill it; he has done’
great things for you, ftagger not through uni:gc;,
' : ic
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lief at the promife, but grow ftrong in faith, giv-
ing glory to Goo, perfuaded that wl}at he has
promifed he will allo perform, Rom. iv. 20. 21.
If your confidence cannot rejoice in it that you
have obtained forgivenc(s already, let your canfi-
dence ftand firm, that you, and all that conftantly
feck it, fhall as certainly obtain it as Gop has pro-
mifed it, whofe promifes are all Yea and Amen 1 -

Chrift Fefus. |

Ax~n if any that now hear me are fo happy that
they know in whom they have believed, that by
faith in Chrift they have come unto Gop already,
and have received the teitimony within themfelves,
that for Fefus’ fake Gop is pleafed with them,
what abundant reafon have they to blefs Gop for
Fefus Chriff, and that it is givea anto them to be-
lieve in him. By nature we alfo were children of
wrath, when Gop vifited us firlt it was in our low
eftarc, ‘when he firft beheld us we were weltring
in our blood, and when neither we nor any eye
p.tied us, he faid unto us, Live., Lovk back on
the time, O believers, when you'alfo were ftrang-
ers to the covenant and promife, without faith,
and confequently without Chi#, and withcut Gop
in the world, humbly acknowledge it that it is the
gift of Gop and the work of his {pirit in your foul,
that the cafe is happily altered, and that now you
have faith and hope in Gon. Now you alfo may
pleafe him, becaufe you are in Chri#; now what.
ever you do by his grace will alfo pléafe him, be-
caule it 1s done in Gop; and we befeech you,
brethren, and exhort you by the Lorp 7¢fys, that
as ye have received of us how you ought to walk,
and to pleafe Gop, fo ye would abound more and
more, 1 Tkef iv. 1. Grow in grace and in the

k Kknow-
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knowledge of our Lorp Fejus Chriff, for as by
faith we draw near unto Gon at firft and pleafe
him, {o as we grow and encreafe in faith we pleafe
him more and more. Be diligent in the ufe of all
the means which Goo hath appointed for that pur-
pofe, make it your conflant rule daily to read the
facred fcriptures, efpecially of the New-Teftament,
. from thefe you firft learnt how to believe and eome
unto Gor, and thefe can make you wile unto fal-
vation, that vou may be perfet in every good
work, and as faith cometh fo it is alfo encreafed
by hearing, let the opportunitics therefore ot hear-
ing a preached gofpel be very precious to you, for
you don’t know at what time, or in what fermon,
Gop mmay make the word of his grace a means to
ftrengthen your faith; and as the ordinance of the
Lorn’s Supper hath an immediate tendency to
quicken our faith, and to affiit it by fenfe, never
fail to partake of it, and in this manner alfo to re-
member all he fuffered and did for vou. It isa
common objection againlt the doctrine of faith as
we preach it, that it is unfriendly to good works,
do-you therefcre fhew your faith by your works,
and though you never rely on any thing but on
what Chrift did and fuffered, let his love conftrain
you to live for him who died for you, make it e-
vident that before faith atks whether good works
ought to be done, as one expreficth it, it has fet
about and done them aiready; feecing you walk by
faith, and not by fight, labour that whether pre-
fent or abfent you may be accepted of him, 2 Cor.
v. 4. 8.

F arru muft have its trial ; your’s alfo will not go
without, but the author of it will alfo be the fi-
nither of our faith, we look not to ourfelves, nor

any
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any thing in us, but to Jefus Chrift alone. [aith
endureth as feeing him who is invifible; this confi-
dence muftrely upon the promifes, howevercontrary
all appearances may feem within and without; if
the Chriftian were to believe, confide, and hope,
¢ exactly in the fame proportion as he is confcious
of his repentance, coming to Gop, &c.” * T am
afraid at fome time he muft believe in a very {mall
proportion indeed, but, blefled be Gop, though
at times it may be {o low with the Chriltian that he
appear to himielf like a tree in winter without
leaves or fruit, yet there is hfe at the roct, andif
our confidence, hope, and faith, is at fo low an
ebb that we think we believe (truft) not, yet he is
faithful, he cannot deny himfelf, 2 Trm. i1. 13, +
Look up continually unto Fefus, the author and
finither of your faith, and you will be fupported,
though by an unfeen hand; he prays for his people
that their faith ceafe not; faith in him will turn
the fhadows of death into the light of the morning,
faith will triumph over every and alfo over the lait
enemy. All thefe mentioned in this chapter, and
may we notadd many of ourown friendsandacquaine
tances, died in faith; affure yourfelf he that liveth
and believeth fhall never die, the meaneft believer
fhail obtain the end of his faith, even the falvation
of his foul; the meaneft believer pleafeth Gon,
and fhall arrive at laft where there is fulnefs of joy
and pleafures for evermore ; therefore

““ Hold out faith and hope, your work will foon

be at an end.”

¢ Bellamy’s Blow at the Root, p. 36. -

+ This paflage is a very remarkauble inltance that the word
pifievein implies trult as well as belief—underitand it of bare
belief, and bare belief will make a very bare figure,

I'e AP
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A PP EN DI X

~HE do&trine of faith, as rcprefented in the preceding
difcourfe, 1 bope will appear to my re.ders x\cﬁ
grounded in the facred fcriptures, by which alone all do@trine
ought to be tried ; but a« this doflrine of late has ben writ.
ten againft, and its profeflors treated with fome contarapt,
by fundry New-Erglar authors, 1 thcught it not improper,
by way of appendix, to thew that this kas alfo been the cur-
rent doctrine of all Proteftant Churches at and fince the Refcr.
mation; for this purpofe I thall here p-efcnt the 1ender with
fuithful extra@s from fome of the moft coafiderible Proteftant
Divi.es, which, though no norc than fallible nien, may be
of ufe to intorm: and dire@ hi: judyincrt; they arc nct ob.
truded as authorities to decide, Gut as teflimontes to declare
what has been the conftant dofirine of Protetiants. [t would
be wrong in any man to receive this doétrine merely becaule
Proteftants in gencral taught it, but thofe who do net think
with them inuit alfo acknowi:dge that thus far they feyarate
from 21l that taughtit, . ¢ all Proteftants, I thail bogin with
extralls fiom the poblick Cenfeflion ef Faith,

"L he Coufeffion of AUGSROURG, prefeuted in full Diet to
Charles V. in behalf of all then Proeftant ftates, and which
row 1s received by the kingoom: of Dewnark, Sweden, Ner-
avay, and all the Lurherans in Cormony avd clfew here, defcribes
faith as follows: Now ithe were AL f 1 does not only fig-
nify a knowledge of the hiffory of Cizif, butalio t beiieve
and aflent unto che pronidic thatis propor toth: pefpel where.
in remiflion of firs, juftificat - n ard hife everlafting, are pro.
mifed to us fur Chrif’s fake, for this promife alfo does pertain
to the hiftory of C4rif, even asin the Cieed o the hittory is
added, I believe the remiflion of fine,  Paith docs igrify nog
only a knowledge of the Liftery, but fis nifics a belicf of the
promif: of me-cy which ie pranted us dircugh our Mediater
Corift Fous, evi in thic fost fiird is underfleod a confidence or tru)!
in mery. Harmonv of Ceniciliens of Foith, pag. 263, 270,

'L he Confeylion of SAX (NI, vehich was defigned to be pre-
fented at the Council of 7reat in iggr, declares, FAITH
goth fignify not oaly the knowledgc of the hiftory, (for that
is alfo in davils) but it doth fignity to embrace al! the articles
of faith, »2d amunz them this article, I do believe the re-
miffion ¢! ras, neitherdo I believe that it 1s only given unto
cthers, Zui wrie me alfo.  This faith is ailo a confidence « oiing

17,4
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om the Mlediator according to that: Being juftified we have
peace, fo that Paui fpeaks of feith which embraceth the pro-
mifes confenting to all the articies of faith, fur he joineth toe
gether faith and the promife, Ro. iv, ‘L'herefore it is of faith
that the promif- might be fure. [Ha'mony, p. 284.

'The HELVETICK Cenfeflion, written in 1566, and the
fame year rcceived by the Kirk of Scotland, and in 1567 by
fcme Protettant Churches of Poland and Hungary : Chrittian
faith is not a human perfuaficn or opinmon, but & fure truff
and an cvident aflert of the mind, to te brief, a mott fure
ccmprehenfion of the truth of Gob fet forth in the fcriptares
and in the Apoltles Creed, yea and of Gob himfelt the
chief bleflednefs, and efpecially of Gop's promife, and of
C/r./f who is the confummation of all prou-ifes. And this
fartir is the mere gift of Gop, becaute Gop alone of his
power giveth it to his ele® according to meafure, and that
when, to whom, and how mech he will, and .hat by his holy
{pirit, through the means of preaching che goipel, and of
faithfal prayer. Harmony f Confcflions, 248.

The FRENCH Corfejfion was prefented in bebalf of all the
Proteflants of France t, Francis 1. in 1§59, and publifhed by
the Paflers of the French Churches in 1566 : We belicve that
our whole righteoufnefs doth confifl in the remiflion of our
fins— We believe thot we cannot find where to reft ourfelves
if we decline ever fo little from this foundation, but rather
we (hall always be unquiet, becaufe we are not at peace with
Gobp U we be certainly perfuadid 1hat awe are loved in |efus
Chrift, becaufe that in ourfelves we are woithy of all hatred.
Harmony, p. 258.

The SOUEMIAN and WALDENSIIN Confeffion is rather
the mofl antient, and teacheih thus: Faith properly 15 an
alient of a willing heart to the whole truth delivered in the
golpel, whereby man is lighted in his mind and foul, that
he may rightly acknowledge and receive for his only Savicur,
his Gop and Lorp, Yeus Chriff, and upon him as a true
1ock may buiid his whole falvation, love, follow, and enjcy
him, and repofe ali his hope and corfidence in him, and by
this wvaliant confiaence he may lift himiclt vp, and truft that for
him, and his only merit, Gop is becume to him luving,
bountiful, and gentle, and alfo that in him, aad fer him, he
afluredly hath, and fhall for ever have, according to his true
promife, eternal life,—"1his faith alcne, and this iwwar d cone
Sfdence of the heart in Chriff Fofus our Lorp, doth juitity or
make a man juft before Gop without any works he may add,
or without any merit of his own. Harmony ut jupra, p. 2;0.

The Confefion of the Chuickes in HOLLAND, publifhed in

French
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French in 1566, and by a Synod of thofe Churches in 1579 n
Lew Dutch : We belicve that the Holy Gholl dwelling in our
hearts doth beftow upon us true faith, that we may attain to
the knowledge of fo gicat a myftery, ‘I'he which fuith doth
embrace Jefus Chrilt with all his menits, dorh challinge bim unto
itfelf as proper and peculiar, und doth @&ck for nothing befide
him. For it is neceflary that either ail things which are 1e.
quired uato our falvation be notin Chiff, or if all bein him,
that then he which by faith profefleth 7ous Civift have alfo
perfeft falvation.—Faith is but only an inflrumeac whercby
we apprehend Chri# which is our juillice, and whereby we
are coupled (united) unto Ciriff by a paiticipation and come
munion of all his benefits, and whereby we are kept in that
fellowthip. Pids ut fupra Harmony, p. z6o.

The WIRTEMBERG Lonfefion: We arc not able tn ftand
before the fevere tribunal of Gop but in the confidence of
the only free favour fhewa unto us in Céref the Son of Giep,
for this is that faith which Pax/ teacheth and the ecclefiaiti-
cal writers do alfo interpret, ‘T'hat we are jullified by faith a-
lone. Jbid. p. 299.

T'he Churches of SWABIA: We cannot otherwife be juflified
than by being endued chiefly with faith in him, by which
faith we believe the gofpel, and therefore leing por uaded that
GoD batb saken us for bis adcpted childrem, and that he will for
cver fhew himfelf a loving tather to us.  Jéid. p. 302.

"The Confeffion of the Church of SCOTLAND, in 1581, under
the article of original fin, defcribes faith as: An aitured faith
in the promife of Gop revealed to usin his word, by which
faith we apprehend Chrifl Je/us, with the benefits and graces
promifed in him.

The WESTMINSTER Confeffion of Fairh: The grace of
faith, whereby the elect ure enabled to believe to the faving of
their fouls is the work of the {pirit of C/ri? in their hearts,
and is ordinarily wrought by the miniftry of the word.—By
faith a Chriftian believeth to be true whatever is revealed in
the word of the Lorp fcr the authority of Gop himfelf fpeak-
ing therein.—But the principal aéls of faith are, acceptation,
receiving, and refting upon Clriff alone for juftification, fanc-
tification, and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant,

The SAVQY Confefizi, which is thatot thofe called Inde-
pendents, which 1 have feen only in Frexch, defciibes faith in
the fcllowing manner: Faith, which accepts, rcceives Fe/us
C/rift, and entirely relies on him and his righteoufnefs, is
the or.ly and fole inftrument of our juftification. Chap. xi.
cf juliification and chap. xiv. 'T'hat faith by which the ele&t
are enabled to believe tor the falvation of their fouls is a work

of
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of the fpirit of Fe/us Chrif?, formed in an ordinary manner by
the miniftry of the word, by means of which itis alfo encreaf-
ed and fortified, to the encreafe of which the pratice of
prayer, fri&tnefs of life, and participation of facraments,
confiderably contribute.. - See du Moulin conformité des Indepen-
dants avwee les anciens Chretiens, p. 156. o
The Homities of the Church of ENGL AND, to which the 39 ar=
ticles refer, and therefore muft be deemed as the eftablithed doc-
trine of the Church, and which all that receive Orders muit
Jubferibe : ‘There is one faith, which in fcripture is called a
dead faith, wkich bringeth no good fruit, but is idle, bar.
ren, and unfroitful.--This faith 1s a perfuafion and belief in
man’s heart whereby he knows that there is a Gop, and a-
greeth unto ail the traths of Gop’s moft holy word, fo that
it confiits only in believing in the word of Gop that it is
tcue j—and this is wet properly called fuith: But as he that read.
eth Ca/ar’s Commentaries and notable afts, believing the
fame true, has thereby a knowledge of Cz/ar’s life, becaufe
lie believeth the hiftory i’ C/ar, yet it is not prope:ly faid
that he believeth 1z C.c/ar «f whom he looketh for no help or
benefit.—There is alfo faving faith, and thi: is not only the
common belief of the articies of our faith, but it is al/o & true
truft and confidence of the mercy of Gob through our LorD Fefus
Chrift, and a ftedfaft hope of all good things to be received at
Gon’s hands, and that althougﬁx we, through infirmity or
temptation of our ghoftly encmies, fall from him by fin, yet,
if we return again unto him by true repcntance, that he will
forgive and forget our offences for his Son’s fake, and will
make us inheritors of his everlafling kingdom, and that in
the mean time, until that kingdom comes, he will be our
prote&or and defernder in all perils and dangers whatfoever,
that evermore he will be our loving father, correQing us for
our fins, but not withdrawing his mercy finally from us, if
we truft in him and commit ourfclves wholly unto him, hang
only upon him, ahd ca!l upon him, readv to obey and ferve
him. This is the true, lively, and unfeigned faith, and is
not in the mouth and outward profeflion only, bat it liveth
and flirreth inwardly in the heart; and this faith is not with.
out hope and tralt 10 Gobo, &',
The POLISH Churches at the Convent of Thorn1645: We do not
“call faith true and juflifying but as it confidently embraceth,
with a practical aflent, the promifes of the gofpcl, offering
unto the penitent life and forgivenefs in Clrif, and with &
humble heart makes the application to itfelf, and then work-
eth by love.
Tt Apology of 12 Confeffion of Augfeourg faith: When our
ad-
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adverfaries fpeak of faith, they fay it muft precede repentance,
and do not underffand that faith which juftifies before Gob,
but a general faith by which a nan believeth there is a Gop,
But we fpeak moreover of fuch a faith, avbereby I cortainly be-
Keve for myfelf that my fins are forgicven unte me for Chrilt’s fake ;
about this faith we conterd, wkich ought and muft follow
our terrors, comfort cor fcience, and fet the heart at eafe un-
der the heavy ccnfli€d ; and this, Goo willing, we will cter-
nally defend, and maintain it againft all the gates of Hell,
that that faith mult be prefent if fins are to be forgiven,
Form Concord, fol. 75,

We believe, teach, and confefs, that faith is not a bare
knowledge of the hiftory of Chriff, but fuch a gift of Gobp
whereby we truly know Céhriff eur Saviour, and iruff in bim,
that for bis fake only wwe have forgivenefi of fins, are held righte-
ous by his Fathcr, and obtain eternal life, Formula Conceor-
diz, whichin moft Lutheran Churches is a {ymbolical book,

. 235,
d Nigtt to publick Confeflions, tlie do&rine of every Church
may beft be afeertained from the Catechifms it makes ule of
for the inkru&ion of youth. Thefe [ would confider next.

The Catechifm of the Church of Esgland, ia defcribing
the doties of thofe baptized, defcribes faith ;: Whereby they
f£.rdfaftly believe the promifes of Gop made te them in thut
facrament.

The Church of Scez/and, in the Larger Catechifm, defcribes
faith thus: It is a faving grace wrought in the heart of a
finner by the {pirit and word of Gop, whereby he being con-
vinced of his fin ard milery, and of the difability in him{elf,
and all other creatures, to recover him out ot bis loft conditi-
en, not only affenteth to the truth of the promife of the gof-
pel, but receiveth and refteth upon Céhriff and his righteouf-
nefs therein held forth for pardon of fin, and for the accept-
ing and accounting of his perfon righteous in the fight of
Gop for fa'vation. In the Lefler Catechifm. Q. 86. faith
in Jefus Chriff 1s a faving grace, whereby we receive acd reft
upon him alone for falvation as he is cffcred to us in the gofpel.

The Catechifin of Heydelberg was hiit f.amed by order of
Frederick 111. Ele@or Palatize in 1562, and by his fon alfo
prefented to Rodolph I1. Emperor o! Germary, ard is received
and ufcd by all the Reforined Churches of Grrmany, Switzer.
Jand; Holland, ¢, and defcribes faith as fi ilows, @iz, Faith
. oot only a certain knowledge, whereby I hold for truth all
that Gop has revealed to us in his word, but alfo an affured
confidence, which the Holy Gholt works by the g fpel, that

not only unio others, but to me ado, remiflion of ﬁn,1 t‘;.cr.
atung
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lafting righ'ecuv{nefs and galvauon, are freely given by Gobo,
merely of grace, only for the fuke of Chrif’s merit. Q. 26.

The Catechifm of the Church at Zurick anfwers the que.
lion, What is faith? thus: Itisnotorly a true knowledge
(agnitis) of Gop and hic word, butalfo e flial confidence into
Gop my Father, that without any merit of my owa, for the
fole atonement’s fake of Chriff, he will forgive all my fins and
grant me eternal righteoufnefs,

The Catechifin of the French Churches, compofed by Cal-
vin, {peaking that by faith we muf receive e us Chriff, dea
fcribes that faith not onlv as believing that be died for us to
deliver us from eterral death, and to obtain us life, butalfo
that Chriff dwells in us and that we are fo united with him
as the members with the head, and that we may partake of all
his graces in virtue of that union.

Luther's Lefler Carechifm which is taught in all the Chure
ches that bear his name, delcribes faith as a bearty confidince
in Gop that for Cirif’s fake he will have mercy on me and
forg've my fins.

The judgment of Dr. PARAEUS baving been approved by
the -vhole Synod of Durr, and thanks given him for the fame,
may be confidercd as the dofrine and fentiment of the whole
Syrod. Examining the articles of the Arminians, he thus
exprefleth himfelf: There is alfo fome trifling in the word
believe, and in the terin of fawh: With us {i. e. Contrare.
monftrants) to believe docs not only mean 1o give affent to
the word of Goon, but prin:ipally alfo and properly to truft
to the evangelical promiie of forgivenefs of fin for Clri’s
fake: Only believe, Mark v. for cnly confide.  And this is the
meaning of it particularly in the expreflions, to elreve in Go 3,
and in Chrift ; if you believe in Gop you believe (confide) in
me, for there he comforts his Apofilis, Lowrp, avhas, st thas
I may beliewe, 1, e. confide iz him? With us faving faith is
conjoined with confidence in the premifes of the gotpe! or of
the forgivenefs of fic *iirouch the blood of Cirifi ; fotli: * when
we fpeak of beinz juliified by faith, faith fignities conlidence,
and to be juflified by faith is tu be abfolved of fin by our
confic ence in Chri?, which the Apoitle means when he aflerts
that Gop has f-t forth Chriff as a propitiation by faith in his
blaad.  Faith in kis blood eannot fignify any thing elfe but
a confilence in the bicod of T/riff, |

On the contrary, as they (the Armizians) make beligzing ta
be no more than to ailent, 39 appears, among many other
things, from their flipery (fuérica) difputations of faith, in
moft of which they do net require confidence im faith in order
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to obtain forgivenefs of [ﬁn, and contend that faith juftifies
or is imputed for righteoufnefs, not becaufe it lays hold (4éi
applicat ) on the merit of (/riff, but becaufe they look wpen
the very a& of fsith as the fulfiiling of the law,

From this paflage it appears what was the opinion of the
Synod and of the Arminiazs abaut thac definition of faith, that
it is no nore than believing the truth, and that confidence is
no part, but only a confequence or an effeét of it

I thall now proceed to give the fen(e of fuch of the Re-
formers upon the nature of faith as, in a councry where well
inftructed Jibraries are not to be expeéted fell ui der mvy no.
tice ; not to multiply quotations, 1’ll cantent m: fclf wi.h
one or two of the moft material from each.

CALVIN, in his Jnflitutions, cap. v. § 6. defines faith thus:
We fhall, faith he, have a true definition of faith, when we
fay it confiils in a fure and certain knowledge of the divine
favour towards us, which, being grounded in the truth of
the promifes in Chriff, is manifeited to us by the Holy Ghott,
and fealed in our hearts.

Speaking on the definition given by the Apofile, Heb, xi.
t. he {aith: By the word hypoftafis he as it were underftands
a fopport (fulcrym) on which & pious mind leans and reits, as
if he called faith a certain and fecure poffefhion of thefe things
which are promifed to us of Gon, unlefs we would rather
render the word hypoftafis 3 confidence, which | am not a-
verfe to, though I rather chufe the other as more commcenly
received. What he further faith | fhall not tranflate: Simul
& alia duo concidunt Sophiftarum commenta. Prius, quod
Sidem formari nuzantur, accedente ad affenfum pia afeltione.  Alte-
rum, quod crafliffimam ignarantiam fidei nomine prxtexentes
(quam ipft implicitam appellant) mifera plebecule fic illu-
dunt. Quod enim ad illud attinet, in eo /atis dedarant fe ns-
Seire qualis fit fidei afénfio in comprabanda Dei veritate, quum ex
nuda inanique affenfione, fidem in‘ormem (ct illis vocatur)
conficiunt. Siguidem afienfionem ipfam cordis effe magis
quam cerebri, & affe€us magis quam intelligentiz, jam ex.
politum eft. Quaraticne obedicntia vocatur fidei, cui nullom
aliud prefert obfequium Dominus,  Et merito: quamdoilly
fua veritate nihil eil pretiofius: quam a credentibus, quaf
‘Lacriptione fafla, obfignari johannes Baptifta eft teftis.
Quoniam res minime dubia eft, uno verbo ftatuimus, eos in-
epte loqui, quum fidem formari dicunt, acceffione piz affec.
tionis ad : fenfum fa&ta: quum aflen{us quoque pia affeRione
conftet: qualis faltem in Scripturis demonftratur.  Sed alte-
rom multo clarius argumentum f¢ etiamnum offirt, Quum

cnim
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enim fides Chriftum ampleé‘tftur. ut nobis offertur a Paure:
ille vero non in juflitiam modo, peccatorum remiflionem &
pacem offeratur: fed in fandtificationem quoque, & fonten
aquz vive: eum haud dubie rite cognofcere nurquam pote-
rit, quin fan&ificationem Spiritus fimu! apprchendat.  Aut,
fiquis afertius id dictum cupiat: Fides in Chrifti rotitia uta
eit. Chriflus nifi cum Spiritus fui fan:ificaticne caguolfcl
nequit. Confequitur, fidem & pio afieétu nullo modo efle
diftrtahendam. Indlit. ¢cap. v, § 52,

BEZ A, Calvin’s faithtel collcague, in his Annotations on
Rom. xi. 11. To believe in Gop, or to believe Gop, is no-
thing elfe but toaffvnt to the premife of falvation which Gop
made in Cbrif?, fo that you do not only believe to be true, but
alfo belonging to yourfelf, and have ro doubt but Gobp in
Cérift is reconciled with you, trom whence arifeth confidence,
which is as much «iftinel from faith as an effe& is from the
caufe,

‘Though Beza exprefily makes the confidence he fpcaks of
a confequence and effeét of our believing that the promifes
belong to and Gono is reconciled to us, yet in this place it may
be necetlary to obferve, thatin thisheis (o far from making
againft what 1 have aflerted, (that true faith is never without
fome corfidence) that he rather ftrongly eitablitheth it; the
truth is, thar the word confidence is not always taken in the
fame fenfe; fome confidence is eflential, and fome is only an
effe&t or coniequence of faith, and there may be true and fav-
ing faith wherc the want of +4is confidence is complained of,
I thall Rate this in the words of Bithop Dawenant, who was
one of the Members of the Synod of Dors: *¢ The word con.
fidence (fiducia) ftands for two things ; eithcr the aét of rely-
ing on and cleaving to Jefus Chrifi, by which we embrace
JFefus Chriff, and by which aét we endeavour to obtain of Gonp
the Father pardon, grace, and glory, and we fay that our
juftification slways follows this 2&, whether the finner in the
moment of it obtaim an affurance of his pardon or no. Con-
fidence fometimes alfo flands for an effe& of juRifying faith,
vig. 8 full perfuafion and lively fenfe that we have obtained
forgivencfs. We acknowledge that THIS confidence is not
jutifying faith, but an offspring of it which the foul does not
ufually obtain but after trials of faith and holinefs.,” Dawe-
nantii Determinat, Theol 37,

How far this quotation may be applicable to the definition
given by Beza of faith let the reader judge. Confer cundem
Bexam, 1 Tim. iv. 1. Ubi de fide at fcguitcr, Fides nihil aliud
eft quam firma noftrx in Chrifto cle@ionis perfuafio.

G2 LUTANER,.
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LUTHER. Should ] ttansi'cribc Lutber on faith I might
tranfcribe all his works, 1 had almoft faid Luthuer himfelf.
Whoever would know what Luskr taught on this fubje& let
Nim read hi< Commentary on the Gala: a#s, which has becn
blefizd for the informaion and comfort  f aumbers. FAII'H,
faith Luther, ix a lively determined confdesce in the gro » fGob,
fo certzin, that one wou!d die a thoufard times in the per-
fuafion of it; ard fuch confidence and knowledge of the grace
of Gep makes joyful, refolvte, and cheaiful in Goo, and
towards all creatures, which the Holy Ghoft works by faith,
wlhence, without any compulfion, a man becomes williig to
do good unto every body, and to fufler any thing for the
glory of Gop, of whom he has received fuch great favour,—
‘I'herefore inke care of thy own falfe thoughts, and ungrefit-
eble talkers, who preterd to judge cf faith and good woiks,
and arc the greatcft fools. Piay Goo that he may work faith
in thee elfe thou wilt for ever go without it.  &ratii Lutherus
redivious, p. 67. Faith, faith he, loves the prenouns mine
and thine, ¢. g. Domine Jefu ego fum tuum peccatum, & tu
es me» jullitia Next comes

PHILIP MELANCTHON, Lutber’s {pecial and corftant
friend, who was efteemed the mofl leained man of his age,
and calied Tovur Germanie I'recepter.  Faith, faith he, is not
cr.® to know ke hiftory, which the Devil was obliged to
confefs to be true, that the Son of Gop appeared and i: rifen
from the dead, or as Judus had a knowledge of Chriff, but
true fuith is to efteem a// the words of Goo as certainly true,
2i.d {o alfo the promifes of grace, and therefore faith is @
bearty confidence in Chriff the Saviour, that for the fake ot this
his Son Gob forgives us our fine, rcccives us, and makes us
heirs of etcrral {alvation.--Tbis faith muft rccerve the pro.
mifes, and therefore it is {uch a cenfidence in Chiifl the Savi-
our; he that does not receive the promifcs dees not give cre.
dit to all the words of Goo, fo Jvdas does not belicve that
Gonp will forgive him his fins, but David and Peter do not
only believe that the hiftories are true, but they believe alfe
the promifes of grace. Loci Com. Theo!. p. 129,

I canrot forbear to add what he faith on Paul’s definition,
Heb. xi. 1, Quidam ajunt encomium pctius efle, quam defi.
nitionem, quod non improbo, fed tamen cncoumia, fi funt
apta & propria, fumuan:ur ex definitionibus: Certe ab his.
diffentire non debent.  Afhrmo igitur efle veram & comme.-
dam definitionem. Nam fides, de qua hic fit mentio, duo
compleitur: Notitiam feu aflenfum, & fiduciam {eu motum

corcis, qui ccmitatur aflfenfum. Primum igitur fides eft no-
titia
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titia certa non apparentium. Id vocat Elenchos, i. ¢ fide cer-
to ftatuimus Deum elle, Chriftum efle Filium Dei, genesis
humani Redemptcrem judicatvsum efle totum genus hums.-
num, Deinde nen folz notitia eft, fed etiam expe&latio pro-
mifionum, id eft, fiducia, qua ftatuimus nobis contingere
promifla Dei, fcilicet, quod propter Chriffum eus nobis
ignofcat peccata cxaudiat, curet, juvet ros ab zterna mortg
ligbcraturus. Hanc fiduciam, qua fatuimus, nobis Deum
propitium effe, nofque Dco cure efle compleQlitur, cum ast
cifle expeQationem. Cum igitur fidei natura 1ecte declaretur,
comprobanda eft defipitio, & fi diale@tice loquendum &,
rc@e locum generis obtinet notitia certa, & deinde expeélay
tio. Eft enim fides primum notitia, deinde & motus cordis,
quo expe&amus promifla, & verc nos Deo curz ¢ffe ftatuimas,
Differcatiz fumptz furt a fubje®is : Quia fides verfatur cirs
ca verbum Dei, quo promitiuntur bona czlefiia, nondum
{ubjeéta fenfui, falicet remiflio peccatoruin, quia Deus nos
exaudiat, curet, & fit dvnaturus n¢bis vitam &ternam. Sic
ille in Confiliis 4 beol. p. 138.

SPLERATUS, Bifhop of Pomefania, iu Pruffia, who died in
1554, in a hymn he madeor juitification, deicribes faith thus.
It 1s no more than faying, Dear Loro, thy deaih fhail be
m; life, for thcu haft paid my ranfom. :

ZANCHTUS. Jullifyirg faith is a firm and undoybted
aflent to the promifes of Gop that we fhall obtain firgive.-
nefs of fins and righteoufnels for Chri?’s f{ake, which is
wrought in us by the fpiritof Gop. And: Cenfidence is a
moft certain perfuafion which does not fuffer us to doubt that
we fhall obtain what Gev of his mercy has been pleafed
freely to promife ud; for to confids is firmly to believe, and wvith-
out any doubt to bepe that you fball obtain what is promifed, or to be

Jure of the thing promijed for the faithfulne/s’ fake of the promifer.

PETRUS MARTYR. A fim and certain aflent of the mind
to the word of Gop wrought by the Holy Ghott to the falva.
ticn of believers, and which has that efficacy that carries with
it confidence, hope, charity, and all good works.

MUSCULUS. A conflant afleat of the heart to all that is
taught or promifed in the word of Goo. Faith makes us
partakers of Chriff, and fiees from judgment. Id. Jobaiii. 19,

BULLINGER. Faith apprehends the goodmefs of Gob
and the favour of the Moft High, it underflands that through
Cbrif we are received (o the inheritance of eternal life, and
in this it acquicfceth, and by this knowledge Chriff juftifies
the whole multitude of the ele&t, F¢/ liii, 11. Apsd Marle-

ralum n GOI. Y. 6.
| JOHN
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JOHN FOX, the Martyrologilt, in a fcrinon preached
1570, faith: The order of all this thus {tandeth, firlt cometh
Chrift crucified and oftered for us, with him cometh faith ap.
prehending him, with faith cometh reconciliation or juftifi-
cation through the promife, whereby man being reconciled
unto Gop, which before was rejeled, is made a new crea
ture.

Though ERASMUS lived 2nd died in the Church of Rowe,
his writings greatly contiibuted to the Reformaticn: He
faith on Hib. xi. 1. There is nothing that fo much commends

ious fouls unto Gop as a fuie conhdence in him, for that
1s an indication of a mind that thirnks well of Gop, not to
doubt of his words, though what he faith neither appear to the
fenfes, nor can be proved by common reafun.—Tbis faith,
by which the juft are preferved when others are loft, is nota
vulgar ciedulity, but a fure and certain foundatior Lf things
which cannot be comprchended by fenfe or reafon, but a firm
hope fo prefents them unto the mind as though they were feen
by the eye, and perfuades their certain exifterce not by hu.
man arguments, but by confidence in Gobp their author. The

ews confide in their works, but we are appraved and made
acceptable to Gop by this only, i. e. by faith.—The facred
writings often ufc faith for confidence littie differing from
hope, Erafm. ad Rom. ii. 17.

BUGENHAGIUS POMERANUS, who was the Reformer
of Denmark, he writes of faith: When Gop converts a man
he works two things in him ; the firit is, that he knows and
feels his fins; the fecond, that he convinceth him that there
is no creature or work which might help him o eterual life,
and then fecreily works faith in him and the knowledge of
the grace of Gobp in Je as Chrift, that Gop is our gracious
Father, and will forgive us all our fins.

Prince GEORGE of ANHALT, in his younger days a Dig-
nitary of the Church of Rome, and afterwards a zealous
Preacher among the Proteflants, in one of his fermons faith
thus: Itis not enough for thee to believe, that Gob, for his
dear Son’s fake, will forgive the fins unto fome, This does
not make theea Chriftian, and does net help thee any thiag,
but T HOU, for thine own perfon, muft gelixevc, Kold for
certain and true, and make no doubt of it, and entirely rely
upon it, and therewith comfort thyfelf in the greateft temp.
tation, that the Son of Gop came in fleth for 74y benefit alfo,
that thy fins are forgiven unto thee, and that for Cbrif’s fake
thou baft been received into favour and been made a child of

cternal life. 1§ thoa docft not believe this thou art ne mem-
: ber
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ber of the Church.  Therefore the Credo belongs toit, I be.
lieve forgivenc(s of my fins and eternal life, Amen, that is, be
it fo, there is no doubt of it.

After theie extra@s from the publick Confeflions and writ-
iegs of fundry Reformers, the attentive reader probably will
not be furprized that fome afiirm ¢¢ they made aflurance of
the eflence of faith,’” and yet, upon a careful review, it will
appear, that they did not make it fo effential as to affirm there
can be no faving faith without it. Thus Calvin: ¢ When we
“ tea.htlat faith sught to be certain and fecure, wwe do mot imagine
“ fuch a certainty which is inacceffsble to doubl, me fuch fecarity as
““ is5 diflurbed by no wneafinefs, ave fay cn the contrary, that there
““ js a conflant confli? betaveon believers and their onwn diffidence, fo
¢ farare we from (aying their conjeciences.are Jo at reft that so umeas
“ fingfs diffurbs them  Again, however they may be afflifled, awe
t wany that they can fall away fromor fail of that certain confidence
¢ zybich they concesved of 1he mercy of Gon.”” Inmflit. c. v. § 104
And LUTHER alfo, in his Lefler Catechifm, defcribes fave
ing faith thas: ¢ It is a brarty cinfidence in Gop, that of bis
““ wercy, for Chrilt’s jake, he WILL have marcy on me, forgive
¢ oy frms, adopt me as bis child, aud make me eternally Lappy.'”

The Reformers in general ncver meant that faith 1s not fav.
ing till it has attained this cer:ainty, vhough they prefled the
peceflity and poffibility of attaining it in oppofition to the
doétrine of the Church of Reme, which they had julk quitted.
Though a confidence that my fins ARE forgiven is not equally
neceflary with a confidence that on my applying to and betiev.
ing in Corif my fins WILL be forgiven, yet without fome
confidence true and faving faith cannot be conceived, and [
cannot fee what this confidence can more fafely reft on than
the word of promile, Several worthy men, who fpeak of
faith in the lunguage and (tile of the Reformers and the pube
lick Confeflions of the Proteflant Churches, therefore ought
to have been t cated more tenderly than they have been by
Mr. Bellamy, of Bethlehem, New-England, in a pamphlet of
his, sutitled, *¢ 4 Rlow at tbe Root.””> A: 1 cannot learn that
any perfon has publickly animadverted on fome paffages
therein, which I fincerely with had never been written, and
which, to my knowledge, have been a lambling-block unto
many, I take this opportunity to offer a few friendly remarks,
and leave the judgment of their neceflity or propriety with my
reader. The authors he moft exprefsly condemus are the late
Mr. Hervry, Marfbal, and Wiljon. 1 am not pofleffed of the
writings he finds fo much fault with, but I {fuppofe [ may
venture to guote the definition which the former gives of

faith

[ ]
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faith from Sandiman’s Letters, and the moft material cha:ge
Mr. B.llamy brings againft them [ (ha'l take as ftated by M-,
Bellamy himfelf. ¢ Faith, ((aith Hrrvey) is a real perfyafion
¢ thut'Chrift died for ME "’  And again, ¢ Javsuld only main-
‘“ 1ain that an apprepriation of Chrilt ir efential to fa:th, that
N wone can bave the proper feriptural faith but thofe avho are taught
“ by tbe.entightening fpirit to fay, He fhed bis blood for ME.”
The paffage in Mar/bal from which Mr. Bellamy draws a pro-
pofition, which himfelf faith he ¢¢ brought out of the clouds,”
and which he fo manfully fights againft, in reality faith no
more, and the very thing which was faid by the Reformers in
general ; whether there be any room for fuch a tragical out-
ery,  and whether the heavy charges Mr. Bellamy brings a.
gainft all that raaght fo have any foundation in candour,
charity, and truth, I would beg leave to examine.
With regard to thc Reformers, Mr Bellamy declares,
S By the way this inclines me to entertain CHARITABLE thoughts
S of the firf! Roformers, that their bearts MIGHT be right even
¢ thoupb it /bouid be proved, as is affirmed by fome, that they made
¢ afurance of the effence of faith.” Charitable indced! and yet
But jult charitable enough to be inc/ined to think their hearts
MIGH'T be right. I wiil not doubt of Mr. Bellamy’s being 2
sruly good man, but{ can never thisk the better of him for
this infinuation againft his betters, Their works for ages have
praifed them in the gates, and here above two hundred years
after their deccafe comes a Protedan:, fets up a judge of evil
thoaghts, and infinuates thac there is but a bare poflibility
that in a judgment of charity their hearts, which it is far
more difficult to judge of than of writings and ations, mipht
be right. When Lutier attacked the errors of the Papifts with
truth on his fide, the aitempt feemed fo moch above his
ftrength that one of his fellow Friars advifed him,what I’d take
no bad advice in this cafe, Frater abi in tellam & dic mife-
rere mei Domine.
" Mr. Bellamy finds great fault with apaflage of the celebrated
Mr. Hervey, as he truly cal's him, though leemingly not with
8 good will, which runs thus: ¢ This mcthod of feeking
¢« peace and affurance I fear will perplex the fimple minded,
¢¢ and cherifh rather than fupprefs the fluctuations of doubt,
$¢ for, let the fign be what you plerle,—thefe good qualifi-
® cations arc fometimes like the ftars at noon-day, not eafily,
& jf at all difcerpible,—confequently will yield at beft but
%“ a very fceble, at the worflt a precaricus evidence, if in
* juch a manner we thovld acguire fume lictle affurance, how
& {oon may it be unfettled by the ingurfions of daily temp-
¢ tations,



* tations, or deftroyed by the infurre&ion of remaining fin,
“ at fuch a junfure how will it keep its ftanding, how re-
“ tain its being 2’ To this he oppafeth, ¢ rhat fanification,
taking the aword in a large and comprebenfive fenfe, is the evidence,
the only feripture svidince of @ man’s good eflate.’”” He obferves,
¢ That the Papifts formerly, as the drminian party do now
hate all affurance of falvation in general, page 5. and, page
11. that Papilts and Awtinemians join to deny any certain afe
forances by our own inherent graces.”” How far, and to
what affurance the Papifts and Arminiaus are encmies, beft ap.
pears from their writings. The Council of Trenr (Sefl vi,
¢ap 9.) faith: * A< no man is to doubrt of the mercy of Gonp,
« the merit of Chrifl, the virtuc and efficacy of the facra.
*“ ments, fo every one, when he confiders himfelf, his own
 infirmity and indifpofition, may be apprehenfive and a-
* fraid of his ({tate of) grace, as none can know it with a
¢ certaiuty of faich that cannot be miftaken that he has at-
¢« tained the grace of Gopn.” But that faithful hiftorian
Fra. Paolo ablerves, that others keeping clofe to the au-
thority of the facred writings thought otherwife, they faid,
that to as many as it is read in the gofpel that Cérif forgave
them their fins, to all them he faid, Belicve that thy fins are
forgiver, and it would be an ablurdity to fay that Chript
fhou!ld give an eccafion to temerity and pride.—=That the
fciipture bindeth us to give Gop thanks for cur jultification,
which cannot be given except we know we have obtained it,
for to give them when we are miltaken would be foolith and
impertinent.—'T'hat 8z, Pax/, in fundry places, confirms this
certainty, and moft clearly, when he fzith, that the {pirit
bears witnefs with our fpirit that we are the fons of Gov,
that the contrary is to accufe them of rathrnefs who believe
the Holy Ghoft that fpeaketh within them,~That §¢. Am-
brofe faith the Holy GhoR never fpeaketh to us, but he alfo
maketh us to know that it is he that is fpeaking, that it is
the opinion of 2 man in a dream to defend that grace is vo-
luntarily received whea we know not whether we have it or
not.—Some faid there was fo much certainty as to exclude
all doubt, yet that it is not Chriftian faith, but bames and
experimental, as he that is hot is fure that he is fo, and
fhould want fenfe if he doubted, fo he that hath grace in him
does perceive it, and cannot doubt, yet it is by the fenfe of
the mind, and not by divine ‘evelation.=But the other de-
fenders of certainty, conftrained by their adverfaries to fpeak
plainly, whether they thought 2 man might have it, or whe-
Ler it were & divine or hums;\i faith, they came to fay, thas

it
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it being faith given to the teltimony «i the fpirit of Gan, it
could not be faid to be in our liberty, every one being bound
to believe divine revelation, and thatit muft needs be called
divine faith., From this Popith doétrine of alfurance it ap.
pears, that in that Church fome teach we obtain our affurance
from confcioufne(s, and that it is only human and experi.
mental, and others that we obtain it by the fpirit of Gop
fpesking within us, and making us know that it is he that
{peaketh. I believe both opinions have ftill their partizana
and are tolerated in that Church, Now, whether the 4rmi.
nians are enemies to THAT affurance which arifeth from our
own inherent graces, read their great champion Limborch
Theol. lib. vi. cap. 7. ¢ We fay that a believer may not only be
certain of his ftate, that he is in a fate of falvation, but he
cannot be otherwife than certain [IF HE MAKE TH USE QF
MIS REASON AND JUDGMENT. If he is uncertain,
it mud be either becaufe he does not know what a ftate of
falvation is, or the nature of it, and confequently whether
bis Rate be that, bat this is an ablurdity, becaufe this fate
is very clearly defcribed in the gofpel ; —or elfe, that though
he know«th this, he is ignorant whether it be his own flate,
From this it would follow that 2 man cannot know himfelf,
but this is not oaly poflibls, but alio ealy, if a man will but
attend to and duly examine himfelf. To know the mind of
another is difficult, to know one’s felf very eafy; hence 1

obn iii. 14. 19. 21. 23, Heb. vi. 14. and in this reafoning
it is impofiible that man fhould deceive himfelf.’* Now, how
far thofe whom Mr. Bellamy calls Autinemian: join with the
Papifts and Arminians in enmity againft aflurance of falvation
in general, or from inhereat graces, or what do&rine moft
refembles theirs, the candid reader upon due comparifon wil}
be able to judge.

To confider the charge which Mr. Bellamy brings againft
bis Antinemians in general, though he does not even endeavour
to fupport it but from one fingle paflage of Marial's, for
which nose.can be accountable but himfelf, would lead me
too far beyond my prefent purpofe, perhaps no good man
was ever more mifunderftood or mifreprefented. In the pafe
fage on which Mr. Beliamy builds his whole refutation, fo
far from afferting we believe what is not true before we be-
lieve it, as Mr. Bellamy very wrongheadedly charges him, he
afferts the dire& contrary, it is, faith he, a TRUTH BE.
FORE we believe it, his words are : We befieve it ot becanfs
it is & truth bifore awe believe it ; and Bellamy makes bhim fay :
Iris nos atruth before ave beliows 1. Ryery impartial rea eé

mne
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muft fec that thefe tws propofitions are net equivalent, and
that Mr. Maral’s words are either mifunderftood or wilfully
perverted. Mr. Bellamy thould have confidered that there 1s
a difference between what is urknown and what is falfe. Non
entis nulla fumt pradicamenta, &8 nem entivm & nom apparsn-
tium tad.m ¢l ratie.  Unlefs he can prove in exprefs words, or
by fair confequence, that Marfal, or any of thofe he in fo
bitter againft, fay, as he, p. 17. exprefleth, that the thisg 1o
bs believed is known to be falfs, onwned to be falfs, publickly declanr cd
10 the averld to be falfe, all his fneers againit Mr, Mar/bal’s ¢¢ une
difguifed honefty” will only recoif on himfelf, and * dowa
goes his whole {cheme, and all he built upon it lies in ruins;”
and when he further faith, ¢ tbat their faith lits in belisving this
propofition, I awbe am an anbelicver am juflified,”” he is again
bound t. fhew their words for it, or fubmat to be thought to
fpeak faliely againft his brethren, and to flander his own.mo-
ther’s fon. He will dosbtlefs fay, though they do not teach
this expreftly, yet it follows from what they teach., It does
rot follow from the paflage he quotes, which afferts the very
reverfc, neither do I believe it can be found in any of their
writings if not read througira yellow glafs, norin any man’s
writings but Mr. Bellamy’s; but even fuppofing this confe-
quence fhould really follow from their affertions, candour
will not impute toany, confequences which they difown, to
fhew that thefe conlequences will really follow, and that not
to admi: them is to reafom unjuilly, is all that a candid dife
putant will do, and leave the judgment of the whole to by-
fanders. It is 2n eafy matter to drefs up a man in a fool’s
cap, and tren laugh at him, but wife men will not be im.
ofed upon by a fcw hard werds. No man deferves more <5
ge ridiculed and thought abfurd than he that attempts to
pafs others fer abfurd and ridiculous merely by an abfurd fic.
tion of his own fancy. Mr. Bellamy’s drawings are what in
pairting is called caricatura & onrré. No man in his fenfes
can believe what he knows te be falfe, neither could Heraey
and Marfbal, and it will be long before fuch reafonings like
Mr. Beilamy’s will convince any impartial man that Hervey,
May/bal, or any man in his fenfes, held or taught fuch a te.
net; the honour of this difcovery is entirely due to Mr. Bels
lamy, and that it was far fetched himfelf fufficiently intimates
when he faith it is brought out of the clouds. Mr. Bellamy,
P 25. has this remarkable paflage, which ¢¢ the more I cone
@ider it the more remarkable it appears ;" <« THEY (i. ¢. all
that teach like Hervey and Marfbal, ;. ¢. all the Reformers and
=il the Proteftants, Mr, Bellamy, and a few moderns of his
Ha neigh.
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neighbourhood, enly cx[ceptcd) may be called Artinomians,
and they greatly refemble the ancient Manicheans, BUT YHEY
CANNO! WITH PROPRIETY RE CALLEL CHRIN11anS.”
What! Hervey, Marfhal, the Reformers, cannct be culled
Chriftians ? Who art thou thet thus judgeit thy b.othes?
1 have not feen the eflay in which Mr. Bi/lamy f.ith he has
fhewn this, but (waving the Antinomian nicknamc) the Mam.
beanstaught that there were two (Gods,two firtl caufes,one gocd
and one evil ; it feems not poflible Mr. Bedamy fhould be fu
ignorant not to kocw this, but then, if he knew it, it dous
not feem poflible he fhould fay fuch men as the Refcrmers,
and Mr, Heraey, £9¢. refemble them groatly,

Perhaps, when Mr. Beliamy wrote all this, he really thoughe
he ¢ counterafted the Devil’'s grand fcheme,” perhaps e
really nickmamed all thefe good men in hopes of do.ng Gonp
fervice ; but may not he himfelt be an inttance that v.e may
be miftaken when we thivk eurfe;ves ** confcious’’ that we are
in the right and our neighbours wiorg ? Is it ot melancholy
thateven good men fhou'!d bite and try to devour? lsit.ofe
fible we can ferve the intereft of reiigion by trying to make
its moft eftablithed champions pafs for mcn whofe tincerity is
doubtful, who greatly rcfemble the worft of heredcks, or
fuch worfe than natura! fools, as can require a man to belie. e
as true what at the fame time he know: and they tell him s
falfe? A very fufficient refutaticn of fome charges and zccu.
fations might be conceived in the words of the nivto cem-
mandment, Thou fhalt not bear talfe witnefs againil thy
neighbour. The fhortelt way to bring one’s own charactr
in queftion is to quefticn chars@ers eflablithed beyend douit
and malice. When the {pirits of juft men made perfett mect
in Heaven, is it utterly impoflible that fuch of them thou:d
be put to the hluth who nicknamed or mifcalled thofe cn earth,
who were then already in a flate of perfetion, and with whum
:{cy will now agree and be hagpy for ever?

Dt. Chauncey, ** before he points out, in as plain and cafy
8 manner as he is able, what 15 the meaning of futh as con-
nelted with jultification,’ declares, that ¢¢ he wiil not treuble
¢ himfelf, nor his hearers, with thofe defcriptions ot faith
¢ whick are to be feen in books upon that fubjc@t, thefe (he
¢¢ fsith) are almoft as numerous as the books that contaia
*¢ them, and if one were to judge {rom the diflering accounts
‘¢ they give of this firft and great principle of Chriftianity,
“ one would be readily led to imagire it was as perplexed a
¢ point as any in religion.” Notwithftanding my fincere

eficem for the Do€lor, I cannot but hope the dotrine of Pro.
teflants
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teftants on this firft and g[:cat principle of Chriftianity has not
been taught in fo perplexed and confufed a manner, nor fo
differently as the Doctor fecms to infinuate; for this purpele
1 thall quote fome of the moit eminent writers among the
Proteftars, and I dare fay the unprejudiced reader will rather
be furprized at the harmony that is to be found among all
authorsof any note on this fubje@ than think they difter much
from one another. I purpofely feie€ted fome from different Pro.
teftant nations that the concurrence and harmony might ap-
pear the more confpicuous, and as there is nothing new under
the fun, though the Doctor did not chufe to have any recou:fe
to books, 1 fhall beg leave, atter my quotations from Ca/-
winifts and Lutberans, to refer to fome books which do not feem
n:uch to diter from the defcription of faith now given by the
Duoétor and fome other New- Bngland writers. |

1o begin with Exglifb authors Bithop DAPVENANT gives
this very compreheniive definition : Juflitying faith is cena
fidence (fducia) in Chrif the Mediator. Determinatio 37.
And he quotes a very remarkeble paflage from Thomas Aguinas:
In ip/a juflificatione peccatoris non ¢ft neceffe ut cogitantar caievi ar-
ticult, Jei folum ut cogitetur Deus peccata remittens.

Di. WARD. Fides Jaluiaris eff Chrifli appropriativa, i. €,
Saving faiih appropriates Je/us Chriff. He proves alfo in fe-
veral chapters that to believe in, in {cripture means to coafide
in and truft.

Dr. H4MMOND, in his Prafical Catechifm, p. 41. faith,
that faith which is the condition of our juRification 1s receive
ing the whole Chrif# in all his offices as my King, my Prieft,
my Prophet, and believing th¢ commands and promifes of
the gofgel. '

BAXTER, on Heb. xi. 1, faith: It greatly concerns you to
undcritand rightly wbat that faith is by which the juft muft
live, This faithis the {ubfiltence, the firm and confident expece
tation from Gop which we believing hope for, and which
maketh them by the fecurity of his faithful promife to be efe
fe€lual motives to us as if they were prefent.—~This raalizing
things future and unfeen as certain by Gopo’s promifs, and
overcoming temptations from things feen and prefent, is our
faving faith.

Dr. OWEN. 'Theenquiry is, what is that a or werk of
faith whereby we may obtain a real intereft or propristy in
the promifes of the g:fpcl, and the things declared tn them,
unto juflification before Gon? And, 1. [t is evident that
it doth not conlift in, that it is not to be fully expreffed by
any onc fingle habit, or alt of the mind, or will, diftin&tly,

whate
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whatever.—a, That which in order of nature feems (o have
the precedency is the aflent of the mind unto that which the
Pfalmif betakes himfelf unto in the firtt place for reli.f under
2 fenfe of fin and trouble. That which the fou) firft fixed
on as unto its relief is that there is forgivenets with Gon.
This, as declarcd in the gedpel, is, that Gop in his love
and grace will pardon and juftify guilty ficners through the
blood and mediaticn of Chriff, fo it is propofed Rum. iii.
23. 24. The aflent of the miad hereunto, as propofed in
the promife of the gofge!, is the reot of faith, the fousdation
&f all that the foul doth in belicving; nor is there any evan.
gelical taith without it; bat yet, confider it abfiractedly as
3 meer alt of the mind, the eflence and nature of juflifying
faith doth not confilt folely therein though it cansot be with.
out.—But, 2, This is accompanied in fincere believing with
“an apprehation of the way of deliverance and falvation pro.
‘pofed as an effe® of divine grace, wifdom, and love, whereon
the heart doth reft it, anc apply itfelf unto it, according to
the miand of Gop. Thisis that faith whereby we are jufiif
ed., 1. Is included in it a fincere renwnciation of all cther
ways and means for the ataining of righteoufnefs, life and
falvation. Tbis is eflential unto faith, 4&2siv. 12. Ho/. xiv.
2. 3. Jer. iii, 23. Pfal. luxi, 16 =2. There is in it the will’s
confent whereby the foul betakes itfelf cordially ard fincerely
as unto all its expeQation of pardon of fin and righteoufnefs
before Gob, unto the way of falvation propofed in the gof.
Pel.  This 1s that which is called u:ominF: unto Chrift, and
geceiving of him, whereby truc jultifying faith is fo often ex-
prefled in the feripture, or as it is peculiarly called believiag
in him, or believing on his name. The whole is exprefled,
Fobn xiv. 6. where Fe/ws faith, I am the way, the truth, and
the life, no man cometh unto the Father but by me —3. An
acquiefcency of the heait in Gop, as the author and princi-
pal caufe of the way of falvation prepared, as aling in a way
of fevereign grace and mercy toward finners, who by him do
believe in Gop, who raifed him up from the dead, and gave
him glory, that your faith and hope might be in Gobp, 1 Pe-
teri. 31.~4. Truftin Gop, or the grace and mercy of Gos
in a:d through the Lorp Chrif, as fet forth to be a propiti-
ation through faith in his blood, doth belong hereunto, or
neceflariiy enfue hercon : For the perfon called unto believ-
jng is (1.) convinced of fin and expofed unto wrath; (z.)
hath rothing elfe to truft unto for help and relief; (3.) doth
a@tually renounce all other things that'tender themfelves unto

that end; and, N. B, thercfore, wwithent joms a2 of truff, flb;
ou
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Joul muft lic under altnal djpair, avbich iy wtterly inconstfont awirh
Jaith, or the choice and approbation of the way of falvatisn before dea
Jferibed.—5. The moft frequent declaration of the natura of
faith in the fcripture, efpecially in the Old-Teftament, is by
this 7RUST, and that becaufe it is that a& of it which com<’
pofed the foul, and brings it unto all the reflt it can attain ;
for all our reft in this world is from truft in Goo, esad the
efpecial obje of this trult, fo far as it belongs unto the na-.
tute of that faith whereby we are juttified, is Gon in Chrif
seconciling the world unto himfeif. Whether this truft or-
confidence fhall be elteemed of the effence of faith, or as
that which on she firlt fruit and working of it we sre found
in the exercife af, we need not pofitively determiney | place
it therefere as that which beloags unte juftifying faith, and
is infeparable from is, for, if all we have {poken before cone
cerning faith may be comprifed under the notion of a firm.

aflent and perfuafion, yetitcanmot be fo if any fuch affent be.
conceivable exclufive of this truft.

DODDRIDGE. FAITH in Chrif i~ in general commite.
ting our fouls to him for {alvation in his appointed way,

By the work of FAITH with power a finner doth certaiae
ly believe the gracious difcovery of his undone eliate ander
fin and the law, and takes up his ret in grace of Chrif by the
fa:/t_le faith unto falvation, CHAUNCEYs Dodtrine of Godles
z¢fs, p. 309.

OF%CO‘T CH Divines I would mention ROBERT BAROW,
Profeffor at Aberdeen, who faith: Confidence, in the firlt
place, is taken for a firm perfuafion, or a firm and fettled
judgment of the underftanding, by which we coaclude in
ourfelves, and for the fake of the teftimony of Goo in his
word believo, that our Lorp Ye/as Chrif has redeemed wus
with his moRt precious bloed, and that for the fake of hiy
merit his Father Las forgiven us all our fins, and that he alfo
for the fake of Céri/#'s facrifice offered on the crofs will re.
deem us from every evil, and at laft give eternal life: Se-
condly, it ftands for an internal acquicfcence in the good.
will and grace of Gop: Thirdly, for fpiritaal fortitude and
courage : And, fourthly, for peace and tranquility of cone.
fcience: And he adds, that confidence, in the firft fenfe, is
the true and proper a& of faving faith, nay its peculiar and
fpecifick a&,  Exercitat. 3. '

USHER, Primate of IRELAND, in his Sum and Subftap:e
of the ChriRian Religion, gives this account of faith: Ju.
fifying faith confifts 1n thefe two things, in having 2 min 1
te know Clriff and a will to relt upon him ; whofosver fees

fo
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fo much excellency in Chri?, that thereby he is drawn (o em.
brace him as the only rock of falvation, that man tr. 'y be.
lieves to juftification. P. 177, '
"Among the FRENCH Divives L4 PLATETTE fecems 10
ftate the matter with great clearnefs. The finner, faith he,
is firR convinced of his own wretched condition, and has
fome confufed withes that he may be delivered from it; af.
rwards hurin‘ there is no other remedyv but Yefus Cbrift, he
- “witheth that this remedy may be applied to him: Next,
hearing that Gop makes him the offer of it, he accepts it
and laftly, having accepted, and poffefing him, he places
in him all bis joy and happinefs. The principal and mott
eficacious of thefe alls is the accepting. In my opinion it is
this which jutifies, Afterwards he proves with feverai ar.
oments that jultifying faith confits in this, and alfo clearly
ews that faving faith accepts Chrift fuch as be is offtred, and
fach ashe is.  Traité de la foi divine, p. 327 feq.

RIVET, Prefident of the National Synod at Fitry. Itis
pot enough to know the hiftory that Cbrif fuffered, nor yet to
believe that he fuffered for the fins of al]l men, but it is more-
over required that man have a certain confidence, by which
the finner muit firmly believe that not only to other believers,
but ¢o him alfo in particelar, forgivenefs of fin is granted
for Chrif’s fake, and that he confidently apply to himfelf
that for his atonement’s fake himfelf is received into favour,
Ls Blane The/ 208.

‘The GERMAN Proteftant Divines are either Calvinifls or
Lutherans; how {weeily they agree in this fundamental article
the following citations wil! thew.

The great SPENER, after making faith to confift of know.
ledge, affent, and confidence, adds, this confidence is as it
were the heart of true faith, and require: a fpecial application
of grace, that the believer does not only hold for truein ge-
peral that Gop is gracious, and Chriff redeemed men, gut
lays hold on all this as belonging to himfelf, Chrif loved me
and gave himfe!f for me, Gal. ii. 10. which the Apottle did
not fay from immediate revelation, but it is the common pro.
perty of faith and confidence.  Scrmons on the Dolrine of Faith,

® ,z.
d }J Herm FRANCKE, that man of great faith, defciibes the
Dafinels and a&t of faith as follows: The main bufinefs of
faith in our juRtification confifts in this, that man turns sway
Xis eyes from looking on his own fin, corruption, and dam-
matien; which portend him ncthing but death, and that now
Bis foul look: fimply to a crucified Fefirs, and-in his facred
a merig
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snerit lays hold on forgivenefs of fin, and that righteoufnefs
which will ftand before Gop ; firlt, he lays hold on it more
in withicg and defiring than that he ean lay hold in reality,
} e rather longe that the blood of Chrif? and his great redempe.
tion may be applied to him, than le is able 1o lay hold (a
i. according to his withes. Alas! here heis ala tremble,
he krows his indignity, he fe.ls his weaknefs, heis confcie
cus how frail he 15 in his corfi&; alas! faith he, all my
firiving, all my ftrugpling and repenting, is not of the right
kind, I have not nuar fuch forrow and griet for fia as 1 ought
to have, J am not yet rightly athamed of my fins, and fo grace
coes not yet belong to me, I dare ha dly venture to lay hold
on Chriff and his merit, but what fhall | do? [ fee however
that it 15 net the will of Gob that the tinuer thould perith,
can’c give m_ {elf a greater anxiety of repentance, ncither cag
} encreafe the mealure of godly forrow in myfclf, 1t muit
come of Gop, why then do | delay mylelt 2 1 hen faith the
penitent finner to Clhrif: O thou Lamb of Gob, that takeflt
away the {ins of the world, thou hafl borne my firs! Ab now
bave mercy on mc! Let me alio be juftified through thy
biood, thou whofe blood has wathed {fo many a finner of his
fins wath me alfo clean in thy hoiy and precious blood. Thus
faith firetcheth out both her arms, foars aioft, and clingeth
around a crucified Jefus, and keeps clofe to him alone; faith
before the judgment feat «f Gon Jays down and prefents the
bicod of C.rif, ard faith: Doubtlefs I poor (inner have done
wrong, if Gop deals with me according to his juftice I am
Joit and damned forever, but here is the ranfom, hereis the
holy precious blood cf Fefus C4r:#, the Lamb undcfiled arnd
unfpotted ; what [ have not been able to do he hath done,
wkat I could not fulfil he hath folfiilled, and fulfilled it for
m.e, for me hath he done all this, for me he became a curfe
that I might obtain the Llefing. Now fiith alfo arifes ta
greatcr ft.ength, the holy {,irit brings the (park to 2 flame,
that fuch an one through the grace of Je/us Chrift may fay:
Well, the thing is done, the janfom is paid, | feel the power
cf ihe word of the gofpel in my foul, I will take comfort of
the grace of Gop, | will no more be afraid of death, of con-
demnation, cof the cuife and wrath of Gov ; I am reconciled
with Gom through 7e/us Chriff, if my ins condemn me Fe/us
Cbhrift proclaims lite, and faith: Not perifh, but have iite
everlafting, &e. e,

Among the Calvinifis URSINUS, one of the author: of their
Publick Catechifm, faith: Every believer finds in him, 1.
That he belioves all is true and of Gep what is contained in

fc:ip..
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fcripture; 2. He perc:eiges that he is bcund to belicve and
receive it, for when we confefs it true, and of Gon, it s
neceflary ard juft that we fhould aflent 1o it; 3 He hath a
principal eye to, embraceth and applies to himitclt, the pro-
mife of the grace of Gop, or of unmerited forgivencfs ot fin
and eternal life through Chrift, and fcr Clrifi’s fake, as it is
written, he that believeth in the Son hath eterral lite; 4,
While he firmly relies on this confidence he is contented, and
acquiefceth in the prefent grace of Gop, and concludes,
Since Gop now loves me, and beftows fuch great bleflings on
me, he will alfo kcep me for ever, becaufe he is unchange.
able, and his gifts are without repentance; §. Hence tol.
Jows, that he rejoiceth in all thefe things, and that peace
which paffeth all underftanding ; 6. Fc hath a purgoie and
ferious refolution to obey Gobp.

LAMPE defines faith to be that gracious work of Gon
ard his fpirit whereby the will ¢f the finner, called accoid.
ing to the everlafling purpofe, is rationally and efficacioufly
moved to receive Chbriff, accordirg to the teftimony of the
gofpel, wholly and folely as a perfe& Saviour.

The Divines of S#'/SSERLAND, Dr. HEIDEGGER. We
contend againft the PAPISTS that fai'h is not a bare aflent,
but knowledge and afient joined with fuch confidence, that
the heart relies on Gap and Chriff, apprehends him, flies to
him, and ir him refls fecurely and without fear,

BUCANUS. Faith is the inflrument by which the finner
apprehends Chriff and all his benefits, applics them unto him.
felf, is united with Chrif?, and lives with him.  276.

PICTET, atter cftablifhing the difierent adls of faith, faith:
Faith is that motion of our foul whereby we do not only ac-

quiefce in the truths and pyomifes of the gofpel, but alfo be.

take ourfelves to Fefus Chrifft as our only Saviour, and look to

him for falvation, righteoufnefs, and life. P. 8.
NAKSKOW, Prepofitusof JutlandinDENMARK. T he third
and moR principal a&t of faith is a hearty and fincere confi.
dence in Gop, whereby a Chriftian tiufts in Gon, and is
affured that himfelf fhall be faved for Chrift’s fake. Sermons,
. 123,
g Fog want of a SIWEDISH Author I would extra@®t from a
Confeflion of Faith prefented to the King of Swesgp as har-
monious with the doétrine tavght in his kingdom. ‘To be.
Jieve dees not mean fuch knowledge as is in devils and wicked
men, but we teach, that to believe is not only to know the
hiftory, but have confdence in Gop that he will do what he
romifed. Faith alwavs lays hold on grace and forgivenefs

of fic, Portendorff. Confrf. drt. 22. A
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A POLISH Proteftant 'DiviZc takes notice of an objeftion
of Bedarmine againft fpecial application ef Chrif’s righteoul«
nefs, becaufe the Centurion, Mar. viii. 10, had only general
faith, and replies, that cne does not take away the other,
and that, though it is not faid in this place, yeot in many o-
thers fpecial faith is clearly afferted; and on #eb. xi. 1. he
afferts, that to faith it is not only nccefiary to believe a Gop,
but to believe in him as my Gon. ARNOLDI lux in tencbris.

‘The HOLLAND Divines. MASTRICHT. The alt of faith
15 to lay hold on Gon and Chrift,

Van TILL. Faithis the federal a& of adftipulation, by
which the mind acqusinied with the contents of the covenant
gives a chearful aflent ::..ceto, and commits itfelf with hune
ger and thirft after rightcoufne(s to Jefus Chrift for falvation,
and betaking itfelf unto C/ri/? as the anchor of his hope.

The principal and properly faving a& of faith is nothing
elfe but the endeavoor and acquiefcence of the foul that Joves
Gop, and flies to him through Chrift, (nij/us reclinatio) and
the yielding up of i:felf irto the hauds ot Gop for mercy.
BURMANN.

The NEW-ENGLAND TCivines in 1680 formed a Confef-
fion of Faith, which in the article of faith perfeétly corre-
fponds with that of #efiminfler.

Prefident CHAUNCLEY, in his doftrine of juftification,
faith : The proper nature and office of faith is to rely and reft
on Cbrifl, or the grace of Gobp in Cériff, for righteoulnefs
and falvation.~Faiith makes it its proper and ditinguifhin
action to look out for a righteoufnefs, for jaRtification, an
fisding it in Chrif wholly rcfts and relies on it as the rock and
foundation the poor finner muft be ftaid by and built on,

As to the great difpute among many, whetber faith be ap.
propriated to the underftanding, or is rooted alfo in the will,
thofe who will have it in the will do not exclude the undere.
ftanding; the difference between thefe is becaufe they do not
difpute ad idem; we deny not a faith of affeat, but are alfo
fatisfied that the word faith is of a furcher extent according to
the gofpel, including in it recumbency or afiance, and muft
nceds be implied, in the believing in or upon any obje&t, by
all that underftand the import of the phrale, according to the
fenfe of mankind, and thatit is thusintended here is manifeft
by the title or denomination given unto it in queftion faith’
in Jefus Chrif —This thercfore is that which tends to diftin.
guith it from every other faith, and dire&s us to the right and
proper notion of it.  Willard’s Bedy of Diuinity, p. 786.

After thus ftating the doftrine of the Proteftants, which [
hape will appear fufficiently harmonious, I would next take

12 notice
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notice of the dofrire ol faith in the Charch of Rome and a-
mong the Socinians axd Arminzans, a1 d as every ChLvich is to be
judged by its publick Confefhons, and not the private afler.
tions of any of its Dc&@ors, 1 fhall ftniétly ftute the dottrine
of the Church of Reme frcm the Council ot 7rent, ard then
take notice of what has heen tavght by feme ¢ f 1ts members,

After afferting that mar. may difpefe himfelf ter juRtification
by b?tifm, (e, the Courdil declures: Gf ths daf, ofiticn
towards juftificaticn it is written, T ha. he t at will come to
Gopo muft beiieve tt«t he 1o and will be the 1ewaider of thofe
that feck him alle: Corfide, my fon, b.caufe thy fins are
forgiven thee. 8¢/ vi, cap. 6.

Though it is neceilary to believe that fins are not forgiven,
nor were ever forgiven, but by the mercy of Gop for Chrift’s
fake, yetit ough” to be faid that fins are not forgiven to aiy
that boafls of his confiderce, and the ceriainty f the for.
givenefs of his fins, and refts in it, as may poflibly be done,
and in our time is dore by hereticks, and this vain and impi.
ous confidence preached among(t them with great contentivn
againft the Church, Norought it to be held, that thofe that
are truly juftified ought wathcut doubt to conclude within
themfelves that they are juftified, or that no man is abfolved
from his fius and juflified but he that believes he is abfolved
and jultified, and that juftification and abfolu‘ion is atrtained
by this faith only, as though he that does not believe this
doubted of the prommiie of Gop, and of the efficacy of (he
death and refurre@ion of Chriff, for 13 no mia is to doubt of

‘the mercy of Gop, the merits of Cbrif, and the ¢flicacy and
virtue of the facraments, {o every one, when he confiders .is
ow infirmity, ni:y be afraid of his having grace, as no man
car know with certainty of faith thatcannot be miftaken that
he ihall obtain the grace of God. 8¢/ vi. cap. g.

1f any fhall fay that jultifying faith is no:hing elfe but a
confiderce in the mercy of Gob forgiving tins for Tirys’s
i1ke, or that it is only conficence in which we are jultificd,
:et him be accurfed. Canon xii.

If any man fhall fay that to obtain forgivenefs of fin it is
neceflary to believe, without having any regard to his own
itfirmity ard indifpcGiion, that his fins aie forgiven him, lcg
him be accu.fed. Canon xiii,

If any man fhall {uy that a man’s (ins are forgiven, and he
juftified, beca'fe be certainly believes himfelf ablolved and
juftified, cr that no man is jutified but whe believes himfelf
jultified, snd that by this faith only abfolution and juftifica-
tion are obtained, let him be accurfed. Canon xiv, I

4
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Tfany fhall fay that the regenerate and jultified are hsund
t) believe them(elves in the number of the predeitinated, iet
him be accurfed, Canon xxi,

The general znd prevailing notion of faith among the Pa-
pilts is this: It is nothing elfe but an afent given by the mo-
tion and infpi-ation of the Holy Ghott to all that Gop has re-
vealed unto man, which affent is grounded on the veraciiy
and authority of Gop who revealed them. Le Blane, p 235.

AUBERT, Archbithep of Arles, ditingunithes two aéls to

clieve what is contained in the fcriptures becaufe Gop re-
vealed it, which may be without charity and good works,
and is called a dead faith,—and faith working by love, which
is found only in the righteous, and by whicl man expets the
fulfilling of Gop’s promifes,

P. SPILSS defines it, a fpecial grace of Gop, and fuperna-
tural light, by which a man is enlightened to believe all the
Church commands to be believed, Catechif. p. 16.

'Chis is their current doétrine, but it is no more than juftice
toabferve, that fome in the midit of that Church have taught
otherwife; in the ritual of the vifitation of the fick, faid to
be compofed by /n/ilm Archbifhop of Canterbury, the patient
is afked : ¢¢ Doft thou believe that thou ‘anft not be faved
‘¢ but by the death of Chri#2” Ans. I do. ¢¢ Therefore, as
long as thy foul is in thee, place all thy confidence only in
this death, place no trult in any thing elfe, and if the
Lorp will judge thee fay, Lorn, I put the death of thy
Son between me and thy judgment; I cannot eater into
¢ judgment upon any terms: And if he fhall fay unto thee,
“ Thou art a finner, then fay thou, H's death I put beiween
““ meand my fins: And if he fay, Thou delerveit Hell, then
“ fay, I put his death between me and my cvil deferes, his
merit | offer to thee for that merit which I ought to have
had and have not; then fay, Loro, igto thy hands I com-
“ mitmy {pirtt, Jc.”

FISHER, Bifhop of Rocheffer, though a martyr of the
Church of Rome, faith our confidence muit be in Chrift, for
whole merit and fake the Father treely gives {alv.tion to all
that repent ; neither are we to trult to our works, (indufiriam)
but only his merits; and he exprefsly fuith this is the ouly
faith that juftifies, #7de Ward, p. 28, 160,

The SOCINIANS teach of faith as follows: Faith, which
makes us juft beforc Gop, is nothing elfe but to confid: a
Chr.fl, to believe every thing true what he has faid relatin w0
us, and to think fo highly of them, thatifhe ids us do a vy
thing we doit, if he bids us hope for any thing we hope it,

if
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if he proniife us the attaining of any thing when we fiall have
done any thing we not anly bold it as true, bat alto do ot
hefitate to duir, Socizus apud tolic, Wy Catechifma, p. 21, 309.

The faith of a Chriflian is, to believe that J:Jus is the
Chrift, or Gop’s anointad, which faith influencerh us ‘o ho-
nour the Son even as we honour the Father who has fent him,
Fleming’s Scale of Principles, |

The ARMINIAN do&rine I fhall fate from Limbored, their
moit efteemed author, and the lealt fufre®ed of Sociuianiim.
FAUTH in Jefus Chriff, {aith he, is nctonly aknowledge and
affent by which we believe that J:/is 15 the Chri/?, and the ap.
pointed Savicurcfall wholive according to the precepts of the
gofpel, but alfoa confidence by which we rely on him as the
Proghet, Pciclt, and King, givenusof Goo, fully perfuad-
ed, thut, if we obey his doétrine, we (hall obtain through him
forgivene(s of fin and eternal life, which is produive of a
fericus and efiectual purpcfe to yicld him that obedience which
he requiveth of us.  Theol. Chrift, lib, v. cap. 6.—He makes
three acts of faith; one antecedent, which is knowledge ; ane
formzl, affent,wherewith confidence is intimiately united, (a/iis
infeparally connefled ;) and one, which is not {fo mach faith
as an efle® of it, Jc. obedisnce. Affent, he faith, maft be
firm, folid, and grounded on the judgment of reafon. Con-
fidence, he faith, doth not look to fpecial mercy, which is
abfurd, (p. 411.) buttothemercy cf Gop as offered unto all
markind, p. 472. and ol this confidence, and of ail Chriftian
obedience, truft in {pecial mercy is a confequent, by which
eternal falvat'on before laid hold 01 nnder this condition, is,
row that conditioa is f..[filled, fpecially anplied, and which
confequently we cannot be poffelled of without previous ju-
fiifying faith,

On the whole, it fecms that many Proteflants place faith in
a perfuafon or confidence that Chrift is my Saviour, ALL
Proteflants ia confidence in Je/us Chiiff, 2, ¢lying toand reft-
ing on him as (uch; the PAPISTS in betieving what Gop hag
fpoken becaufe he fpoke it; SVCINIANS in belicf, confie
dence in, and obediznce to Fejus U775 the ARMINIANG in
an aflent to truth, wherewith confidunce 1s intimately anited;
Dr. Chauncey in afleet to the tedizaony of Gop, and Mr,
Stillman in the belief of the truth, beliaving that 7esus is the
Chrift, and giving credit to the rccord Gob gave of his Son,
of which the receiving of Chrid 15 no part, but only an effecl
or confequence,
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