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'ozyigg/} as tbeﬁar: Sfor ever and ever.

o E ¢ deferving of the regard of athers, as he
®0®® is more or lefs fludious to promote the
publick good. Man is not only a realonable and
moft excellent, but alfo a focial creature; and he
among men that moft lays himfelf out for the
good of the whole beft an{wers the defign of his
creation and exiftence. There is no condition in

life fo mean but man may be ufeful in it, and

ferve Gop in his day and generation, bat fome

éi: have greater abilities and opportunities to do fo

than others; the fuccefs of our endeavours we can-
not command, but if they are unwearied and fin-
cere, man will be accepted according to that which

‘e hath, and not according to that which he hath

not, Int'. :feat dayof account othing will be
required i~ %+ has been previoudlly given, and,
in propuition of the talents we have received, we
thal]l alfo have an account to render. Whatever
is done in Gop and for Gop will be gracioufly
rewarded, though it thould never be taken notice
ot by men, nay though it fhould mzet with theit
cenfure rather than approbation or applaufe.
Of all the different odices and ftations of lifeg
in my opinion, none bids faicer for univerfal ufe-
- A {uinefs

oo ®VERY man is more or lefs valuable, and

M be wife foall fbine 15 the brightmhof
rmument, and they that turn many fo rightes -
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fulned' z&m thy' Mm:ﬁ of the Gefpe 2 3 gtt ray
pley dhe meaneit fthouogt of by fore mef‘, Ry
not the lefs honourable in the ﬁgbt of Gepy it
raanifeftly tends to warn the finncr from the follv
of his ways, and lead him into tlie paths of under-
ftanding ; by fo doing it means to preferve ’n
from the greateft of evils which he ftands exp®ied
to, and prepare him for the greateft happinefs his
- nature 1s capable of enjoying; it promotes the
beft intereft of man, by making him truly wife
here and eternally happy hereafter. Thefe that
are inftruments in the hands of Gop of fuch great
and lafting good to their fellow creatures muft
be owned to deferve well of markind, and, be-
fides the comfort which arifes from the confeiouf-
nefs of doing good unto others, which frequent-
ly attends their prefent labours, they may alfe
hope for a diftinguithed gracious reward in eter-
mtv. "They that are wife fhall [hine as thé br ngtne/.'r
of the firmament, and they that turn many unto righ-
teoufnefs as the flars for ever and ever.

You will eafily conclude that, in chufing thefe
‘words as the ﬁlb}ﬁ& of our prefent meditation, I
had an eyc to that eminent fervant of Yofus Chrift
Jately tranflated to a better country; it reflects
honour on any community to take due notice of the
removal of good men, and to our departed friend
in a good degree may be appned what is faid of
that good Prielt “f/uma, whom, as a token of
gratitude for publick fervices, they buried in the
graves of their Kings, becaufe he had done goo!
in Ifrael, both towards Gop and towards hi
houfe, 2d Chron. xxiv. 16. My province fhai
be t0 embalm the remains of the friend, and to fa
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CAs Imay he enablﬂd, H’hall endeavour to Cv&

- you the charater of the wife, and of them who |

" turn many unto righteoufnefs, and Jpeak a little
on that glory which they are here promifed, They
@ll fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament,
and as the ftars for ever and ever. While many
doubtlefs are here prefent from mere curiofity,
may the happy effects of this difcourfe be, that
we may all grow wifer and better, and that ma-
ny may be turned unto righteoufnefs who fill now
are in the gall of bitternefs and bonds of iniquity !
The WISE fhall thine.---Who are they, and
where fhall we find them? The Lord has looked
down from Heaven upon the children of men, to
fee if there were any that did underftand Gob or
enquire after him, they are all gone afide, the
workers of iniquity have no knowledge, there is
none that doeth good, nd not one. This is the
melancholy account given of mankind by divine
authority, Pjalm xiv. 2. 4. 3. Vain man indeed,
would he be thought wife tho’ man be born like a
wild afs’s colt? ¥ob xi. 12. It is the obfervati-
on of an Apoftie’s ipon one of the moft knowing
nations of the carth, that when they profefled
themfelves wife they became fools, and the proof
is inconteftable, they changed the glory of the
incorruptible Gop into an image made like to cor-
ruptible man, and to birds and four {ooted be ifts,
and creeping things, which they never could have
thought of if the reafon of men were not exceed «
ingly corrupted, and the very light within them
become darknefs. It was not fo at the firft, Gop
A2 that
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{12 EHCERds W Sprinht il mads him wife, thy

2 mmaing of which atill appear even i falien
e q{{an hes merc tnowledge thap the beafty”
') I} of g8 field; in things that pertain to his life, man /)
" does no: want underftanding ;- he is alfo wiie v
rough to do evil, though he will not learn that
which is good, Ter. iv. 22. This is fo very true,
that, in matters of common prudence, the wotft
+ men often a& with greater caution than the beft,
for the childran of darknefs are wifer than the
chiljren of light in their generation, Luke xvi. 8,
" In thinge fpiritual, and which concern our e-
ternal falvation and beft intereft, man in generab
is truly foolith ; the natural man receiveth not
‘she things of the fpirit of Gop: They are foolith-
mefs unto him, neither can he know them, be-
caufe they are fpiritually difcerned, 1t Cor. ii.
34. Humbling as it is, fin has made us a race
of fools; till our eyes are opened we know no-
- thing as we ought to do, and what proves our
folly filbftronger, we Rnow better things and da
worfe; if man was to a&t in his meaner concerns
as he a&s in his greateft, we thould deem him
eutrageqQus, unfit to enjoy his liberty; in the view
of eternity, mun fleeps, dreams, fports, under
the fechings of ficknefs and death, attended with
the irrefitible evidence that he cannot always
continue here, and muft foon be unfpeakably mi-
ferable or happy in the world to come; he 1s un-
eoncerned, fecure, carclefs, trilling; he lives as if
be was ncver to die, and dics as though he had:
wever lived ; O foolith fons of man, madne/s is in
their hearts whilc thiey live, and afterwards they
go to the dead | *
. , ]
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Ay > b,gﬁ"fcf vowards it muft be a férf iz of hic own
o2y Trlioiamifiem confifts in e kanwledge’
and p:ifac 'of our reai intereft. "Whuidver has
+ no tendency to ma’.¢ us better, the knowledge of
- it does not make us wifer. Acquaintance with
the mofl excellent truths, without a fuitable prac-
tice, only ferves .o render tht more confpicucus
our own foliy. We mnft know before we can
practife, but weo may know and never’pradtife,
in either cafe we cannot be called wife. There
may be true wifdom withbut extenfive knowa
ledge, but the moft extenfive knowledge is nog
wifdom, unlefs it has a fuitable influence on ous
conduct, znd regulates all our converfation.

But you will naturally enquire, Who then may
we call truly wife? Mens notions of wifdom may
be as diiferent as it is pafiible for them to difter

“in any one thing. Our Saviour I think has cha-
raterized, the man truly wife, in the fulleft and
cleareft manner: Whofocver, faith: he, heareth
my fayings, and doecth them, I will liken him
unto a wife man, Marth. vii. 24. Here is the
fountain from whence we may draw the waters
of wifdom; hijs doc¢trine has the happieft tenden-

. €y to make men wife, and the prattice of it will
ipfallibly make us good. Conclude we, there-
fore, that to know and obey the do&rine of Fe-
Jus Chrsft is the true wifdom of all to whom :t is
preached, or who may hear it, and that by no
other knowledge or prattice we can fecure our
beft and everlafting interett.

In the words betore us, probably, they are em~
phatically wife that obfurve and improve the way}
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- of Gop, in the churE-h‘, thc? world, ahd with his
people, they that underftand, as it is faid w- 8.
So we are told of fome of the fons of Ijjachar, -
~ that they hed underftanding of the times to know
what Ifrael ought to do, 1t Chron. xii. 32. The

wife will' obferve all things, and this will turn
much to’ theic advantage, for the prudent fore-
feeth the evil to come, and hideth himfelf, while
the fimple pafs on, and arc punifhed, Prov. xxii.

3] It may al{o be obferved, that the word render-
ed the wife in its original fignification will very
well bear to be tranilated thoe that make wife.
In the preceeding chapter (v. 33.) the fame Word
is rendered, the underftanding, and of them it is
faid they thall inftruét many, and it muft be owned
that he that gaineth fouls is wife, Prov. xi. 30.
Wifdom indced is its own reward, the wife fhali
inherit glory ; yet it feems a very natural conclu-
fion, that a greater degree of glory will be their
portion who have been the fuccefsful means to
convey wifdom unto others, than thofe' .0, as
Solomon exprefles it, have only been = e unto
themfelves: And that this fenf¢ is here intended
we may judge with the greater probability, be-
caufe the other part of their charater is clearly
expreflive, not only of an internal quality, but of
good done unto others, and of thefc I am now ta
fpeak,
 They that turn many to righteoufnefs. Rightes
oufnefs is a general word, which {tands for all we
owc unto Gop and unto man, ‘The common idea
that men have of righteoufnefs is, that it gives ¢-
very man his own; and the man who gives Ggp
: 18




his due, deals juftly gvitg hx% neighbour, and does
juftice to his own foul and body, may be termed
a righteous man.  This admits of no doubt, the
only difficulty will be to know where any fuch can
© be tound. |

‘Righteoufnefs in our text muft mean fuch n
righteoufne(s as can ftand the teft in the fight of
Gop, {uch as man originally had when he firft
came o:t of the hands of his Maker, or fuchashe
is reftored to by an effeét of divine grace, by which
man becomes renewed in the fpirit of his mind,
and having put on the Lord Fefis, (who of Gop
is made rightcoulnefs for finners) is now alfo cre«
ated after Gop in righteoufnefs and true holinefs,
which were the chief ingredients of that image
of Gop after which man was firft created. -

Now what this righteoufnefs is in which a fin~ -
ner tmay ftand and be accepted before Gop, and
where it may be found, is 2 moft important qusf-
tion. ‘Thofe that muft be furned unto righteonf-
“nefs are very clearly fuppofed not to be righteous
already ; the expreilion does not only fuppofe
* them deftitute and void of righteoufnefs, but alfo
that they muft be entively ¢urned in order to find
it.  Neiuther is this here only perfonal.  Thofe
of whom thefe words are fpoken are the Jews,
who, above all people then upon earth, might
make fome plea for rightcoufiefs; they are indeed
here fuppoﬁfd in their ftate of captivity, but even
then they ftill had the law of rightcout{mfs among
them, and in this refpect had an advantage over
finncrs among the Gentiles; but the truth is,
there is here no difference, there is none righte-
ous, no not onc, Rom. jii. 23. 10, "




If all men; are -ﬁnger@; an]»:}, “iznyighteoue,  then
none can ftand in the fight of a righteous and
holy Gop; the wicked thall not ftand in his
fight.----If man muft % turred from fin unto
righteoufnefs by the minifiry of others, he is not
Jikely to turn cf himfel?;----till he is afually
$urned, his perfon and his ations cannot pleafe
Gop; and even fuppoling him actually turned,
cither Gop muft take no notice of his paft fins,
which is entirely inconfifient with every idea we
have of juftice, (and without juftice Gop cannot
be Gop) or man muft hav- {1 ething to offer in
his own bchalf in which.ch .« tice of Gop may
fully acquielce, or elfe man is+~J% deemed unrigh.-
teous, a ftranger to Gop, anc/l'zble to everlaft-
ing mifery; that is, upon the wols, the righte-
oufne(s unto which man is to br turned muft be
fuch that it covers his paft gu/lt, fecures his‘par-
don, and enables him to % ¢ rijhteoudy before

# L] . : 3 ’
jop and men in time to coll

- Whoever attentivé;y wnsficers the faczed ferip-
tures, and alfo revievis h%e flate of man, will be
¢onvinced that fuch a g&.:gi{htemﬂ'm:(s is naceflary,
and that if, by any means, tie finner <20 attain
It, it will pericltly arfwer his purpoiln. Now
the fcrinture further informy us, that Chre? is the
end of the law, for rightediinels to every one that
Believethy Rom. x. it afil:e.5 s that Gup made
him fin for us who knew no fin, that we might
‘be made the righteoufnefs of Gon, in him, zd
Cor.v. z1. MHeretnenisarighteoufnels fuited to
she helplefs perithing ftate of fancrs, and they
that inform men of it, and prefs the acceptance
home upon them, may be truly fuid to tura en

unto




“@nto righteoulnefs, etfpegialllr whefi their endeae
vours are made effeCtual, and finners altually
turned from fin unto rightconfne(s. * |

' This righteoufne(s then to which the finner is
turned, exifted before the finner’s turning s it is
that which the Redeemer of men has wrought
out by his active and paffive obedience, which
the finner lays hold on by faith, and which is
graciouﬂy imputed to the believer.  This pofli-
ly may be thought a doctrine of the New-Tef-
tament only, which Danie/ could not have in
view, and which not even all that embrace the
New-Teftament look upon as a fcripture do&rine.
It’s readily allowed, that nothing can be true in
the New-Teftament if it contradicts the Old;
the facred writings of the Old-Teftament are the
firft written revelation that Gop gave unto men.
Gop may make himfelf and his works known in
a gradual manner, but truth can never be at va=
riance with itfelf. If it could be proved that this
doltrine is contrary to any thing Gop has declar-
ed by Mgfes and the Prophets the objection would
be fatal, for it muft be owned, that unto Irael
were comsmitted the oracles of Gop; but the at-
tentive reader will eafily oblerve, that this righte-
oufnefs has been the only one in virtue of which -
finners have been faved in every age.  Dansel ex»
prefsly mentions the reconciliation for iniquity,
and the bringing in of the everlafting righteoufe
nefs, Dan, ix. 24. 'In Ifaiab Gop {wears by
himfelf: Surely fhall one fay in the Lord have [
righteoufne(s and ftrength---in the Lord fhall a}i}ll
B © the

® Lwther tranfiates its They that direét mapy unte righ*esuliefv.
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the feed .of Ifrael be }u&iﬁedlnd fhall glory, {'ﬂﬂ
xlv. 24.,25. "This was the principal intent of the -
eoming of the Meffias, who is therefore called the
Lord our righteoufnefs, - Jor. xxiii. 6. Nay the
whole Levitical fervice, and all their facrifices,
rlainly" ointed out redemption by a facrifice, and
he Epiftle of the Hebrews, even with thofe who
do not admit its divine authority, muft fet all the
eeremonies and facrifices of the Mo/ascé difpenfa<
tio: in fuch a light as will make the original ine:
ftitution far more venerable and inftru&ive. Sq
alfo David defcribeth the bleffednefs of the man
unto whom Gob imputeth righcsoufne’e withoat -
‘works ; Blefled are they wt..e iziguites um fors
given, and whofe fins are coverec; Iieffed is the
man'unto whom the Lord will nof impui %,

" Accordingly, to preach righteoufnefs, and thig
righteoufnefs, hasbeen the great bufinefs of all that
ever laboured to turn finners unto Gon. ‘1 have,
(faith the Mefias, Pfalm x1. 9. 10.) preached
righteoufnefs in the great congregation; I have
not hid thy righteoufne(s within my heart; I
have declared thy faithfulnefs and thy truth, I
will go in the ftrength of the Lord Gop; T will
malke mention of thy righteoufnefs, even of thine
only; my righteouinefs is near; my falvation is
gone.forth ; my falvation fhall be for ever, and
my righteoufnefs thall not be abolithed;” Fe/. lv,

4 6. This is the heritage of the fervants of the

Lozd, and their righteouinefs is of ufe, faith the
Lord, ¢ liv. 17. And the whole New-Tefta-
ment is nothing elfe but a clearer revealing of that
righteoufneit from faith to faith, as it is written,
Tie juft thail live by faith, Rom, i. 37. and wl:la:t

e




- the old difpenfationthad in 1ty es and fhadows,
in the new has been ,preachctf from the houfe
. tops, * to declare at this time the righteoufuefs of
~ Gop, that he might be juft, and the juftifier of
him who believeth in Yefus,” Rom. iii. 26. =
- If man is to partake bf this righteoufnefs, it
muft be made known or preached to him; how
. fhall they hear without a preacher? but men may
- hear and never be the better, and therefore a rurn-
ing unto righteoufnefs is here f"foke of, If ever
this turn is to take place it muft be a work of di-
vine power; hence Epbraim prayed, Turn thoy
e, O Lord, and I fhall be turned! The fkill of
men, all the powers of perfuafion, are infufficie
ent for fuch a purpofe, yut does Gop work by
~means. Of Fobn the Baptift it was faid, Many
- of the children of Ifrael fi:all he furn unto the
~ Lord, Luéei. 76. and men may be workers to-
gether with Gop, notwith{tanding he that plasi.
cth is nothing, and he that watereth is nothing,
bat all depends upon Gop that giveth the en-
creafe, I
Thin turring unto righteoufuefs alfo imBlies
a total change of all the affetions and ways of
the finner ; it is fometimes called a turning from
fin unto rightcoufnefs;, fometimes a turning from
darknefs unto light, and from the power of Sg-
g.un unte Gob ; fometimes a turning to the Lord;
all thefe expreflions in the main are equivalent,
and they alfl’r concur to infinuate, that whatever
circumftantial difference we may obferve in the
converfion of man, yet in the whole man cannot
be brought from fin unto righteoufnefs without
foine very great turn, g {ignal and lafting alteratie
2 on
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on of his whole cgndu&; ]'.ind this turning is
~brouzht about by the almighty hand of Gop,
- and ufually by the faithful preaching of the gofpel .
committed unto men whom the grace of Gop )E'as
~ made wife, and who now ftudy to convey the
 fame blifs unto others. |
- To be engaged in this, is ferving man in his
~ beft'interefts, and promoting Gobp’s nobleft purs
- pofes; the taik is not without difficulty, the fuc~
~ cefs does not always anfwer our expettations, but
~ in the end they that have faithfully laboured will
~ pot mifs of their reward, they fhall thine as the
~ brightnefs of the firmament, and as ftars for cver

and ever.

- They fhall fbine : Faithful preachers fhine even
now, they are called the light of the world, and

- compared to a city on a hi [ which cannot be hid,
Matth. v. 14. bt this light fometimes is put un-
der a buihel, fometimes it thines in a very dark
- place, and the darknefs receives it not; but ftill
there is light in them, and by their light others
may-fée and be guided; it is indeed fometimes
but_a faint and glimmering taper, neverthclefs,
fince they are become a lig%t in the Lord them-
felves; ‘they are a light alfo unto others, they
fhall fhine like the brightnefs of the firmament,
“When the firmament was firft made, on the
{ccond day of the creation, there was a brightnefg
which aﬂ%rded light to the thapelefs and unwiel-
dy mafs of this globe, cven before the fun or
the ftars were created. Gop had faid let there be
light, and there was light; but ftill the different
materials of which this world is compofed lay
confufedly mixed, and had but juft emerfed from
flative




, 1
pative darknefs, thlu:: eari‘h,]though illuminated -
~ by light; was ftill without form and void, when
Gop made the firmament, divided the waters
under the firmament from the waters above the
firmament, and called the firmament Heaven,
Gen. ii. 7. 8. There is fome analogy between
all the works of Gop, but in the prefent ftate of
things, the church and the world, the kingdom
of darknefs and the kingdom of light, ftili a¢t in
oppofition to one another; the church is in the
world, and the world is in the church; our light
is fo glimmering, and our knowlsdge fo exceedw
ing limited, that our very day feems to be buried
in night. There are certain periods alfe of whom
it is faid, it fhall come to pafs in that day that
the light fhall not be clear, but dark, it thall be
a day known unto the Lord neither day nor
- pight, Zech. xiv. 6. 7. The greatelt brightnefs
of the firmament is ftill liable to be overcaft with
clouds, and the greateft ‘wrightnefs in which
Chry¥'s fervants fhine ftill admits of a fhade, but
yet they give greater light in the moral world than +
the brightne(s of the firmament can afford to the
natural, He that in the beginning cauled
light to fhine out of darknefs has thi.ed in their
- hearts 7o grve the light of the glory of Gop in the
face of fefus Chiift, 2d Cor. w. 6. but hereafter
they thall thine far brighter, the more light they
receive the more light alfo they convey, but now
they know only in part, and prophecy only in
part, but when onc :the thadows are tled, and at
the everlafting day-break, the fervants of Gop
- will fhine as the firmament fhail then (hine, and
as the body of Hcaven in his clearncis, Exod,
XXlv. 10, Stars
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i Stars are placed in the firmament, bue their
rays and fplendour are diftin@® from itesbright-
-mefs, and thofe that turn many unto righteoufnefs
st laft thall not only ke bright like the firmament,
- but alfo fhine as ftars for ever and ever. -

. Stars are a.common emblem of teachers; the
feven ftars, whom Fefius hoids in his right hand,
are the feven churches; falfe teachers are alfe
eompared with ftars, but they are wandering ftars

“who fell from the firmament of Heaven, and to
whoin is referved the blacknefs of darknefs for

. ever, “fude 13. o

- Stars-are fixed in their orbit, and fixed in infi-
pite wifdom, fome at 2 nearer and {ome at 2 greatet
diftance from our globe, but ewery one of them

* has his fixed place, none ftands in the way of a~
nother, and they are not fcattered 2t random over
the ethereal regions, but immoveably and wifely
fixed. Servants of Gop, and thofe who are t6

* gurn others unto righteoufnefs, are fixed in the
firmament of the church; their office is to fubfift
- 88 long as the world fubfifts, and it is placed fo
~ high, that cvery attempt of its enemies to de-
ftroy it will ever prove ineffe€tual ; as every ftar
is fixed in its proper place, fo providerce, which
fixes the bounds of our habitations, has alfo ap~
pointed every particular fervant of Chrs# his own
fphere to labour and to fuffer; ia thefe we cught
%o continue immoveably fixed, unlefs he that holds
the ftars in his right hand bimfelf call us to be fet-
:Lng ftars in one placc that we may rife in ano-

er.

Stars have their courfe appointed for them, e-

- very one moves with the utmoft accuracy in his
P own




- @wn orbit, nene interrupts the ather in'his courfy,
ar obfigncts his motion, and thus the fervants of *© ®
Gop move as they are diretted ; there is apleafe
ing conne®ion between each of them; their whole
pumber, and every one-of them, are angaged in
the fame werk, and fhine in the fame employ; n
o before thofe that enquire after Fefies Corf,
Ekg, the ftar that dire@ed the wife men, their
whole bufinefs is to lead men to the place where
the Lord lay: They fhine in the night; they are
“pot, like tle fun, lights of the day, but, toge-
“ther with the moon, who is confidered asg an eme
. blem of the church, lights of the night; the
moon anf the ftars, the church and its minifters,
appear togethey and while fhe is clothed with
t_gc fun, the ftars alfo are a crown on her head,
Rev. xii. 1. Their number none can find out,
and there is a difference in their magnitude and
diftance from us. This is the cafe alfo with
faithful teachers, none can know the numbes of
them, but at prefent they do not exift all at the
fame time, as the ftars do, but fucceed one anow -
ther in different ages, and appear in differene
places, as the ftars are not all feen at once over al?
the globe, but they all have only a limited light,
and perhaps thofe which appear leaft to our eyes
.appear fo only becaufe of their lofty diftance;
- and it may be faid, that as ftars lofe their
brightnefs by the greater fplendour of the fun, and
brightnefs of the day, fo the nearer faithful fer-
vants are unto their Lord, the fmaller they grow
in their own eyes; and in the world to come, as
there will be no night there, fo there will be no
uced of any fars ar teachers, no nced of candle,
' Qo
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or of the light of thé[ fun, fb]r the Lord Gop give,

® . * gth them light, and they fhall reign for ever, Rev,

xxii. ¢. . )

There is a conne@ion between the church
militant and triumphant, and thofe that are
tranflated where no created light is wanting
may ftill (hine like ftars to guide-fuch as, in'the
ways of their pilgrimage, are, through dark
nights, pafling on unto cternal light. Thofe that
have been ufeful while on earth {hall not be ufe-
lefs to the world now they are tranflated to Hea-
ven, they fhall fhine as ftars for ever; their {plen- -
dour would be loft if there were none to behold
its Heaven owns her friends, and the friends of
Heaven fhall behold their fparkifhg rays.

- ‘They will fhine for ever: There is light and

warmth in the expreflion. Light is an emblem

of joy and blifs, and their fhining denotes toth
their ufefulnefs and dignity. They fhine as lights

 amidft a crooked and perverfe generation while

they are in the world, ‘but a glorious fplendour

will attend them when they are placed higher,
the world that is prefent, and that which it to
come, will fee how bright they fhine, in both
they will appear as coming out of many tribula-
tions, and having wafthed their garments, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Thev {hall thine for ever, even here below, as
Jong as any live that have knowa their zeal and

-Jabour 5 while any furvive that have been turned
- by them into righteoufnef(s they will never be for=

gotten ; the righteous will be bad in everlafiing re=
wnembrance, their works will praife them in the
jates, their labours will furvive them, and while

¥ thofe
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thofe who have bccrg convert’cd by their miniftry .
are now inftruments of good unto cthers, it ma
be faid that their ufofulnefs ftill continues, adc
fometimes the writings of fuithful Minifters turn
to a greater and more vifible account after their
death than all their painful labours did in their life,

~ and tho' themfelves fleep in the duft, their leaves
never wither, but may ftill be for the healing of

~ pnations.

But in Heaven itfelf their glory will be morg
confpicuous,' the bieffed inhabitants of the place
will refpe® the image of Gop in one another,
Myfes and Elias appeared unto our Lord in glhiry;
Ctriff will be glorsous in all bis faiots, and wone
derful in all them that have believed in him; the
univerfal jodgment day will difplay the glories of
his fervants at once to theyhole vifible and invi-
fible world; when Chriff, who is ous life, {hall
appear, his fervants alfo will appear with him in

Elory, and when Chriff prefents the whole body of
~ his redeemed ones fpotlefs unto his father, it will
alfe be faid and remembered what every one of
his fervants has done {or him cn earth, their hifto-
ry will be known unto angels, they will mingle
with morning ftars, being equal to the angels of
light, they will (hine like the fun in their father’s
kingdom, they will know one another, and the
glory of every individual among them will be the
joy of the whole; tho’ onc ftar differcth from a-
nother in glory, yet every one will be completely
lorious; and their very bodics will partake of that
light and joy which will be then diffufed in their
fouls ; their blifs will appear in their very couna
tenance, the Lord fefis will change this 50:{;:6 of
C their

{
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. their bumiliation, and fafbion it alike unto bir glori-

" " os body 3 and it is very pofiible, that thofc whe

bore the marks of the Lord Yefus in their body,

and while they turned others unto righteoufnefs,
were unrighteoufly flain, and did not love their

Jives unto death, will have a peculiar honorary

mark, and fhine in a diftinguithed manner a

' mong thofe that will fhine for ever and ever.

I would but juft hint that this may in part be
accomplifhed at the particular period ¢ when Ifrael
fhall be delivered, every one whofe name fhall be
found written in that book,” very able expofitors

‘have fhewn no averfion to underftand the refurrec-
tion mentioned in the 2d verfe as diftinct from
the laft and general one, and it is very certain that
the Apoftle {peaks of the future gencral converfi=
on of the Fews as a receiving of life from the

. dead, Rom. xi. 27. Gop will certainly remem-
ber the pofterity of Abrabam his friend, and has
not preferved the Yews a: a diftin@ people, but
for fome very great purpofe; now, thofe whom
Gonp fhall make ufe of at that timne to make them
wife, to take the veil of Mofes from their face,
and to turn them unto the rightcoufniefs of his
fon, may expect a particular degree of glory for
‘that fervice, and will fhine as ftars for ever.

It feems alfo a natural inference, that hereaf-
ter they will thine in preportion to their faith-
fulnefs and fuccefs here; indeed, tho’ IfFaef thould

.not be gathered, thofe that raia vrould have gather-
ed them will ftill be glorious, but their fuccefs
will be their beautiful ornament, and every foul
they gained will be a bright jewel in the crown
of righteoufnefs which the Lord the righteous

judge
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judge in that day will bcﬂow]upaﬁ them: Neithet
will thefe ftars'ever be eclipfed, their light and
their blifs will fuffer no interruption, their glory
will never be diminithed or ended, their fun fhail
no more go down, for the Lord fhall be their ever-
lafiing light, their Gob, their glory, the Lord thesr
everlafling lz'il.vt, and they the wirks of bis bands,
that be may ve glrified, Jef. 1x. 19. 21,

Tho' this may in a particular manner be the
reward of fome of Gop’s fervants, whom he has
employed about extraordinary purpofes, yet all his
faints will hereafter (hine in glory, and every one
of his faithful fervants fhall receive his own re-
ward according to his own labour, whenever his
work is accomplifhed, the good and faithful fer-
v-nt will be called home, he will hear the blefl~
ed, Well done, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord,
and be crowned with glory, honour, and immore
tality, and all that are thus admitted fhall thine
in great brightnefs, nay, as our Lord exprefies it,
like the fun in thcir father’s kingdom. o

ANDamong thofe who tilllately thoneonearth,
and who will for ever fhine in Heaven, we may
alfo reckon that worthy man, who has but juft .
finithed his courfe, and difappeared to our world
to rife with greater glory in a better.,

As it was here that he firft cxercifed his
ftated miniftry, we may fay he began his colirfe
from this place; the circumftance of his bein
once, tho’ for a very thort time, the ftated Mi-
nifter of this parifh, had fixed his affe@tions fe
ftrongly on this colony, that ever after he ftudi-
oufly fought and promoted its welfare; this has
been publickly acEnowledged, and the Honmi;i-

Ca | able
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able Houfe o/ Re x!:ffcntuti{rct, * by their defire
to have » funeral fermon preached for him, and
appearing i mourning upon the occafion, have
given a very ample teftimony that he deferved
well of this province, and that His mcmory
ought (s be preferved with honour and affetion;

?

this congrzgatio:s »ifo in hir lifiiine alwar s ene
tertained a very unfeigned efteerr for v, and
in his death bewails the depatiure of an able M-
nifter of the New-Tefiament, )

~ The great aim of Cérif's minifters mnft vves
be not to preach themfelves. nor yet one avo ey,
but Clrift to be the Lord, and ~urlelves ynuq

fi. (»

® Commons Heu/i of Afimbly, Monday Novemler 5, 1770.

The Houfe beiig informed of the muck lamented death of the

?ev. Mr, George Whitei.eld, which lately huppened at Newbury-
Port in the Maffachufetts governmeut, and taking into confideras
tion the many and uncommon inftances of his friendly difintercited
regard and attention to the welfure of the inhabitants of this pro-
vinge, as well as bis benevolerce to maukina in general, and une
wearied affiduity in preachiag the golicl wherever he had the ope
portunity, and shis Lr(oufe being defirous to tranfinit to polterity
the jut fenfe they entertain of the virtues of the decedled, and 10
perpetuate the commumoration of them, have nnanimoudy come to
_the following refolutions; viz.

' Kyfolved, Thut this Houfe will provide & fuffcient fum 10 defray
the expence of bringing the remains of ke Rev. Mr. Whitrheld
from Newbury-Pore, in the Maflachufites government, to be dee
pofited at the ORPHANIHOUSK in this province,

* Rejolved, "U'hat this Houle will provide a fullicient fum to erell a
- proger monunien: a¢ the OPHANHOUSK for depofiting the rgs
mains of the Rev. WMr. Whiteficld,

Refolved, ‘V'hat this Houte will provide a fuficient fum to defray
the enpeace of putting the church of Savannah in mourning on
account of the déath of the Rev. Mr. Whitcheld.

' Crdered, That Mr, Ewen and Mr, Crooke do wait on the Re&tar
of Chritt. Church in Savannah, and requeft he will preach a fune-
ral fermon in memory of the Rev. Mr, Whitehicld nexs Sunday.
_Accotdingly they withdrew, and being returned, Mr. Ewen re-
" ported they had (sccording to order) waited on th» Relor, sald
that he anfwered he would prepare a fermon accordingly.

[
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fervants for Yefis’ fagkc. Panegyricks which w¢
lavith upon one another are generally eftcemed ine
confiftent with our character; Chriff muft increafe,
and we muff decreafe; if we can but pafs the world
ufeful, though unnoticed, we fhould be abun-
dantly fatisfiec:; yet Chriff has affured us, that
if any mar; wil ‘erve bin, bim will-bis father homoury
+ni when he takes his fervants home unto hime
‘frat, it cannot be improper to take {ome notice
ol them, even aiter they are out of the reach of
all ~.ortal praife or cenfure; we fbowld remember
them swbich bave fpoken unto us the word of Gop,
Sfollow t.sir faith, and (.nfider the end of their con=
werfation, Heb, iii. 7. In this view I thall fpeak
a little of our departed fricnd; I would fay nothing
of him that his fou], purified from all the vanities
of time, were he prefent, might be loth to hear;
1 fhall not praife any thing in him, but what I
truft he is now himfelf offering praifes for to Gop
and to the Lamb. '

Perhaps death has never yet deprivid us of a
friend or Minifter of whom we would rather have
faid: He was a burning and fbining light; this was
faid of Fshn the Baptift, Fobn v. 35. and you
will willingly apply it to him who is now taken
from us; if Minifters are ftars, he might be com~
pared to one of thofe ftars who but feldom ap~
pear; he was an extraordinary phznomenon.in
the firmament of the church, not a fixed fear,
but moving about, and though in an uncommon
orbit, he moved in a large {phere, and was a good
favour of Fefus Chrift in very many places.

He has frequently been compared to the bro-
ther whofe praife was in all the churches, l;‘qt

is
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his praife Fcrhaps 'w{as rathc;3 in fuch churches as
occafionally rejoiced in his light, than in that
ih which he was born, and of which he always
profeffed himfelf a member. |
- If preechicg may b called Jahonr, it muft
be owred, that in i~t.uur: he was zbandant; it
is faid he pieacked e iefs than feventeen thou-
fand times in the thirty-five years of his publick
miniftry; as his acquaintance was very large, fo
his correfpondence was very extenfive; ever fince
he appeared on the publick ftage, his whole life
was a conftant motion, and wherever he went he .
gladly embraced every opportunity to exhort every
man, and to warn every man, that he might pre-
fent every man perfeét before Gop.

His difcourfes, in my judgment, were rather
practical than nicely laboured, they were fuch as
might minifter grace to the hearers; the entire
corruption of human nature, the guilt, danger,
and helplefs condition of perithing man, together
with the neceffity and furncfs of the redemption
by Fefus Coriff, his perfe& righteoufnefs and a«
toning facrifice, were his ufual leading topicks ;
he never derogated from morality, but infifted
man muft be firft bern anew, and from above,
before he can be holy here, or happy hereafter ;
his addrefs was moving and affe@ionate; he often
charaCterized the gracelefs and the children of
Gonb fo clearly, that every one might eafily know
. whether he belonged to the one or to the other,
and both would he fpeak to, warmly and affeéti-
onaicly, in fuch language and words as their re-
{pective condition might render moft requifite.
Though fometimes he would fpeak favourably of,

and
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and recommend fome things net equal in autho-
rity with the gofpel, yet, in general, he did not
preach up forms and parties, but Chrift, who of
Gob s made unto us wifdom, righteoufnefs, fancts-
Sication, and redemption, that if any man would glo- *
ry, it might not be in the name of 4 man or par-
ty, but that he might glory in the Lord, 1t Cor. i.
0. 31. \ |
’ H%s great talent undoubtedly lay in moving the
affe@ions, and he frequently made ufe of it to ex-
cite the compaflion of the rich for the relief of
the poor, and how very f{uccefsful he was that
way the Orphanhoufe, erected in this province
by charitable contributions, chiefly of his procur-
ing, is a ftanding proof, and I pray Gop it may
always be fo unaltered and undiverted to any ufe
but what it was originally defigned for by the li-
beral charity of the pious donors. |

He was of a free and catholick f{pirit; his fa-
miliar acqusintance with religious perfons of all
denominations had taught him not to confine the
holy one of Ifiael within the narrow limits of {e&t
or party; for this he met with a fuitable return
of love and friendfhip from many of the moft re-
ligious and the moft catholick of every party, and
may I add, that altho’ himfelf, efpecially among
us, gave the preference to the eftablithed church,
it has not unufually been thought his 1_praf.‘lic«v.': and
preaching more refembled that of fome Protee
ftant diffenters.

Names and par*=s of any kind have done much
mifchief and little fervice to the caufe of vital
religion, and at beft are but trifling things, come
pared with the effentials of Chriftianity. fTo

' orm
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. form a4 few &, or*{&c b:at}thc head of a religi-
bus party, however numerous, is far lefs honoure
able than to bé an inftrument of gaining one fine

t gle foul to JYefies Corift. S
'~ His fuccefs hath been exceeding gr=at; I make
ro doubt but fome that now hear me will pub-
lickly declare, en the laft day, that they receiv-

~ edtheir firftreligious impreflions under hispreache
ing; dotbtlefs, and he will have a large number
of fouls tvat will be to him a crown of rejoicing
in the day of the Lord Fefs, and at 'ris appeara
snice. From #bis pulpit he never preached, but
the pererality of this congregation were glad tg
hidar him from another, tho’ I greatl feariis laft
vifits and lebours among us are ratzcr an argus
ment that fome perfons can ftand proof againtt any

‘preaching, than that he had any great fuccefs a

mong us. . _
~In his more familiar converfation he was en
gaging and catertaining at the fame time, he dic
rot place religion in fhynefs or morofity of tem
per, “ he came eating and drinking,” and ever
thofe who were not fond of his principles anc
doctrines, would yet own themfelves agreeabiy
enterfdined in his company. o
Few men now living, and of his ftation, went
through more honour and dithonour, evil report
and good reports; he has been exceflively extollec
by fomé, and, beyond all reafon, evil fpoke o
. by others; perhaps when we are moft fpoke 2
gainft we are not the leaft ufeful, at leaft thof
who meafure meris chara&er by the general goo
word given them by the world do not feem t
judge by the rule of our Saviour, who *hu*ﬁ’i;/l'
La . . . - ‘
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Woe unto you when al} men .E;ball fpeak well of you, for
fo they did to the falfe prophets, Luke vi. 16,

In the laft years of his life he found great in-

efs with fome perfons in higher ftations, and
it is to be hoped they were greater gainers, by his
preaching and faithful admonitions, than he by
their kindnefs and condefcenfion.

The law makes men High Pricfts who have infirthi-
ties. Doubtlefs with many eminent qualitieshealfo
had fome failings, but thefe, and every thing clfe,
he has now overcome by the blood of the Lamb,
and the word of his téftimony; under many bo-
dily infirmities, and much labeur, he lived to a
good age, finithed his life and his work at the
fame time, and now is where the wicked ceafe
from troubling and the weary are at reft ; he has
fought the good fight, he finithed his race, he
kept faith, the crown of righteoufnefs is already
given unto him, which on the laft day the Loid
the righteoas Judge will give unto all that love
his appearance. |

.AND now, my hearers, the removal of any of
Chriff’s fervants from works to reward, and from
trouble unto reft, thould awaken thofe that re-
‘main to be fo much the more zealous in the caufe
of our blefled mafter; the fmaller the number of
the whole, the more work devolves upon every
individual ; the good example of others fhould
excite us to follow thofe wﬁo are already made
partakers of the promife, as the blifs of any one
taken away affures us that in due time we alfo
thall reap without ceafing if now we faint not.

And upon fuch occafions alio our bufinefs is
with you, friends and hearers; what I have faidf

D 0
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of our deceafed frignd, as gtoken of friendthip
‘and efleem, and I may fay gratitude, is but an
incidental part of cur errand; our great cougern
is not to linnour and preferve the memory of thofe
who now fhine in the upper world, but t make
wife anc tarn unto rightcoulnefs thofe whe fill
arc our he.rers; your happinefs and our blifs go
hgnd in hund ; 'if we now are the means of cons
veying light unto you, and lead you in the ways
of righteoufnefs, your converfion unto the livin
‘Gop will be our joy now, and he that fowet
and reapeth will rejorce together in eternal life,
hereafter.

Faithful fervants of ¥efus Chrift therefore will
make mention of Jis rignteoufnefs, and of bés onky,
Pf. 1xxi 16. they will place their greatelt wifdom
in being found faithful, and their conftant ftudy
to make their hear.rs wile, not, by making them
acquainted with empty {peculations and quettions

- which cannot profit, but wife unto falvation, that
they may know and purfue the things which are
for their peace; and there is no fear, but all that
are thus wife, convey wifdom unto others, and are
inftruments of turning fouls from the folly of their
ways, will meet with a very honourable diftinéti=
on, however unnoticed, nay, however defpifed:

they may be now, ibey will at latt fhine as the
brightnefs of the firmament, and as the flars for ever.

But how unhappy will all fuch be on that day
who indeed pretend to the facred charater of fer-
vants of Fefus Chry?, but neither are wife thems.
felves, nor make it their care to preach A righ-
teoufnefs unto others. Whatever righteoufnefs
men preach, or live, if it is not that of the Lord

our
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sur righteoufnefs, hE: can7not]look at the Lord ‘fee
Jus ‘n the laft day; and indeed it is to be feared
« f too many, - they fhall appear before him whom
they never knew, whofe righteoufne(s they never -
preached; then, they will find that the Lord e~
Jis owes them nothing, and though, like carnal
dfrael of old, they jollowed a law of righteoulinefs,
yet, if at laft they did not feek, find, and preach
“itas only in Yefus Chrif, they will not turn ma-
- ny unto righteoufnefs, they will be difowned by
“him on the laft day, they will net fhine as the
- ftars for ever. |
~ Let me then, my hearers, preach this righte-
. vufnefs even now ; let me take the advantage of
~ them who are cnly come to hear what [ fhall fay
- about our departed friend, and fay fomething to
them about that wifdom of thejuft, without which
none are truly wife, and that righteoufne(s which
- isin Yefus Chrif for finners, without whichmen
 mutt perith for ever.
I truft there are fome now hearing me, who,
from their own certain experience, can bear wit=
- nefe that this is true, whom the fpirit of Gop i.18
- convinced of fin, righteoufincfs, andjudgment, who
-, have feen their want of conformity to the holy
" law of Gop, and painfully fclt, that, by nature
“and all their own endeavours, they will come fbore
of the righteonfn:fs which they ought to bave before
Gop, to whom now we may fay, when ye were
the fervants of fin, ye were free from righteoufnefs,
Rom. xvii. 20. but whofe cafe is now fo happily
altered; fuch were fome of you, i. ¢. finners of evey
Jort, butye are wafbed, ye are fanclified, ye are jufti-
Jied, in the name of Jelus, and by the fpirit of Gop,
‘ D2 1t
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1t Cor. vi. 11, (great is y]our happinefs every
way; happy he whom Gop made the inftrument
of fo much good to your fouls; with you the
great defign of the preaching of the gofpel is ob-
fained. See to it now, that we may lofe none
of thofe things which we have wrought, but may
receive a full reward, 2d obn, verfe 8, |
Lt bim that is righteous be righteous fill, and he
that is holy be holy ftill, Rev. xxii. 11. Your
- great wifdom is to hold faft that which you have
reccived, and your duty now to walk worthy of
Gop, who has called you unto his kingdom.
You doubtle(s remember, that, when you found
favour in the fight of Gop, and were juftified
freely, it was not for any thing you had or did,
but that Gop, ¢ who juftificth the ungodly,”
when you had nothing to pay, but pleaded the
ranfom laid down by his fon, ““frankly forgave
you.” To him then you are indebted for your
pardon and hope; now, as you have received Chrif?
Fefus the Lord, /5 walkiin him, Col. 2. viz. fo
walk in him, that in yser/o/f you {ee nothing but
filth and guilt, which will make you humble,
and that in him you fve all fulnefs for finners,
and fuch as you are, which will 3ll you with
confidence. Let his redemption be more and
more precious unto you, and, in the ftrength
you have already received, go on till you appear
in 8in before Gop; there the work of right eouf-
nefs will be peace, and the fruit of it quivtnefs
ar.d affurance for ever.

Mcan while, remember you live among men,
in the midft of a crooked and perverfe generatic:;
as you valuc the prace . your own foul, as you

would
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would not bring a rc[proach gn that righteoufnefy
in which you glory, as you would approve yout.
felves thankful for what you have already receive
ed, as by well-doing you would put to filence the
ignorance of foolith man, live righteoufly among
men. That grace which brought you to falvati-
on muft alfo teach you to Jve righteoufly, joheriy,
and godly, in this prefent w.rld; if you gavc beer
truly enlightened, made wife and righteous, then
let your light fo fhine among men that they may fee
your good works, and glorify your father which is in
Heaven, Matth, v, 16. Minifters, by the na-
ture of their office, ought to be guides to the
~blind, and a light to them that are in darknefs,
but every believer is become light in the Lo,
and ought to wa'k as a child of light; if you have
been made wife, and turned unto righteosinefs,
then what remains but that your peth now be as
the fhining light, which fhineth moere and more

unto the perfect day, Prov. iv. 1%,
But if any now hear me who ftill go on in the
folly of their way, have not known the way of
Jpeace, and arc itrangers to that righteoulnefs
which can ftand before Gop, fuch are the im-
mediate object of all our preaching, we are not
to call the righteous but finners to repentance,
and thefe generally make up the greateft nume-
ber. By what means fhall we make you wife ?
How fhall we make them confider, and how fhall
we turn them unto righteoufnefs, who are ftill

in the gall of bitternefs and bond of iniquity?
You that prefer time to cternity, and the va-
nities you fee to the invifible realities which are
held out to you in the word of Gop; you that
pampes
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pamper your body, and ncgle® your foul ; you
that provide for a thort ftay here, and are une
concerned at what may hecome of you hereafter;
furely you are not wife; you that‘dcarunjuﬁly with
men, praltife the arts of fraud and deceit, furely
youare not righteous; you thut robGop of his own,
and devote your life and yeur foul to Gop’s ene~
mies, you are not juit; nay, however juft and
fair your dealings may be among men, unlefs your
r::gbteolr;ﬁu;/} excerd that of the Scribes and Pharifes,
you will in no café enter into the kingdom of Heaven,
Matth. v. 20. AMEN. the rrue and faithful wit-
nefs has faid fo. thece is no contradicting his
words, and tiere iies un apoeal from his fentence,
the weath of Gop from Heaven is revealed a-
gainit all ungodiine(s and unrighteoufnefs of men
“who hold the truth in unrighteoufnefs, Rom. i.
28,
" When will you, thoughilefs mortals, confider
your ways? is it deterrained with you never to
think t and if you have no thoughts about your
foul, and its everlaiting fotg, to what purpofe
are you pofiefied of the faculty of thinking ? ‘Thig
is the folly of your way, zbus you go to tbe gene-
ration of your fathers, and fhall never fee i'gbt,
Pfalm xlix. 13. 19. And can you think you will
never dic, or that after deuth you will never live?
~ Can you perfuade yourfelves that you are inde~
_pendent beings, that will never be called to an
~sccount, or that, if an account is to be given
hereafter, it is on indifferent matter how you live
now? Muit not he that made you alfo be your
ruler, and if your ruler, then allo your judge?
Can virtue and vice, fin and holinefs, be matters

of
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of no confequence in his fight? Can Gop hime
felf be juft, if he does not punith the injufticé of
man? Does not confcience tell you, hitherto you
‘have been neither wife nor righteous, are you,
fure you fhall never die, or rather, have you any
certainty that you will not die before morning?
What can you call your righteoufnefs which you
would truft to before the laft tribunal ? will it
ftand the teft? can even your own confcience pers
fe@ly approve it, and if not, how dare you to
hope it will ftand in his fight, who fecth not as
man feeth, and who will bring every thing into
judgment, and every fecret thing, whether it be
good or bad ?

If you're infenfible of all thefe things your cafe
is dangerous; whijic you continue fo it is defpg-
rate; awake unto righteoufnefs, and fin not, Cor,
xv. 34. The days of darknefs are coming, and
they are many; the fpirit of Gop will not always
plead, his long-fuffering wiil not always bear with
the fons of men; and how unfpeakably foolifh
wnd wretched will you look to fee yourfelves irre~
trievably and for ever loft, hecaufo' you would
never think, never pity, never befriend yourfelves,
nor beftow one ferious hour upon the important
enquiry whether yeu fhall be for-ever faved, or
for ever loft? It is not long, fince he that gow
fpeaks to you appeared very unlikely ever to fpeak
to yow any more, and muft we quit the world,
and leave you in the ways of fin and death, and
will you run the rifk of launching into eteraity,
before you have turned from the error of your
ways, and efcaped the danger” of everlufting dee

firuétion.
Man
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Mgn ¢an think and gonﬁ er,~-=let me intreat
yod, Sirs, and prevail with you to think en‘and
tonfider the things you have now heard ; to-day
Jf you hear the voice of Gop harden not your

.+ hearts,, Our bufinefs is to turn finners unto
righteouthefs ; turn ye, therefore, turn ye, why
will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ?

- Are ahy hearing me who feel their wretchedne(s
ahd guilt, whom a fenfe that Gop is juft,and them-
felves finners, fills with gloomy apprehenfions, who
trembleatthe thoughtof death, confcious they can-
not ftand before Gop in that judgment which im-
mediately follows, who fee the neceffity and infuf-
ficiency of their beft endeavours, and, having wea-
gied themfelves in the multitude of theirown ways,
ﬁfﬁ no longer fay, there is life in my hands,
birt, if Goo will mark iniquity, I cannot ftand,
X cannot make reply to one in a thoufand, if he
willenterinto judgment? Yoursisatrulydiftreffing
fituation, to be at the point of death,and in fight of
the bir pf 'judgment, condemned by your own

" heert, "Without merit, without righteoufnefs,
without wofks, or any thing that you can plead.
dn ‘the fight of Gop the Ideavens are not clean,

. und he chargpth his angels with folly; what then
_* .18 man but dﬁ!;j -and the fon of man, which is a

Sowagm P bis ery foundation is duff, and be is crufbed

" before the'méth, “Job iv. 18. 20. .

Nevertheléfstoluchisour particularerrand; thofe
that are thus voill of any rightéoufnefs of theirowsn
we are efpecially to dire¢t to that of Fefus Chrifs,
beffed are ye that bunger and thirft after righteouf-
Yefs, forye foallbe Jatisped, Matth:v..5. - Tho'you fee
yourfelves vile, void of any thing that might com;
fx A * men
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mcndyoutoth:dxvmcfavour,looknntoCbn dbe

' ye faved, Wtake yourfelves tq the blood of fprink~ -
ling, whxclepca.kcth better things th% n the blood

,.of &ely--plcgd it before Gqo that his fop died °
. for man; ghd that' you rely on him bnly,‘\vho

Bas brought id an everlafting Ehtegu <f5, in

“whonl al}‘tﬁc feed of Ifmel lel uitified and

;- ngr w, Bt it *knowp yyi fozzgm nd brethrén,

- that tﬁ'rou b 4 51s mﬁ reallbed untesyou
tbt Sor} méﬂe/i 7/ ins, mzd év bz’”z a/l that " believe (er' .

_;z!/z’ ﬁed jfagx»a/ things *f v which we couldMot be

Juftified gy tée'laew 0 Moies, AQsxiii. 38. 39. La~
bour 'nbt, thsrqfo:e, to werk out a righteoufnef§ °
accopding to the law, but, undone and helplefs, |
fly unto yqur adyocate Fefus Chrift the righteofis ,}
e--intreat him to beftow that upon you as hig.
gitt which you can never obtain by your own |
works;-~-leave him not till you obtaufr blefling

. from the Lord, and rwhtcoufnefs from t'mceGQD

ofe your falvatxon,---lay hold on hlw&uth

and be well affured that it will be u Ou 2Ce

cording as you believe.---This is th®Wway," the

‘ wayfarmg man, though a fool, fhall not err in

it, and thus you w*" ~

alfo the juftifier

Rom. ii1
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