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TO THE |

Reverend SAMUEL FRINK, A.4M. Redor of Chri
| T Cbuf'Cb’I',ﬂ}i“Mh in Ggarg:'a’ ' A

RELATING TO

Som.: Fees demanded of fome of his Diffenting Parifhioners.

i Cor. xiii, 1. Though I fpeak with the tongues of men, and of angels, and |
bave not charsty, I am become as fiunding brafs, or a tinkiing eymbal. Marm

ix, g1, Have filt among wsrfelues, and peace with one anatbers

" . 4 . BRI
Reverend Sir, | ‘

: \O follow peace with all méni is the duty of ew,&: LLhnﬂmn,, img |
‘ } “nifters of the Gofpel, by their office, are mcre particalarly

bduid to ftudy the things which make for peacs, The fere

vant of the Lord muft not ftrive, but be gentle unioall mens =

4 wrangling difpc tion is utterly unbecoming h’. charaler, and, tq.
-¢Hagg . that difpofition on any that are not guilty. of it, though it may
fabie

fot give a right to recriminate, yet furely it leaves them very excu
that fpeak or writeranly in their own defence; even in the opinion of the
Apoftle it is not always poflible to be at peace with a/f men; that we,

thould do fo as far as in us lies is all that is expe@ed; and even, whew'

we are willing to bear and forbear what may on}; affect our perfons, snd

fit ftill under grigvous afperfions, in hogcs of appearing w1 better nd-
e circum@®ances .. which th be

vantage in fom« future day, there may
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aitogziher filer.. may hurt a good caufe, nay truth it(:If may be wounded
. through ow ides, while we do not give its friends a fair opportunity to

judge of its merit,

I hope I am not miftaken, Reverend Sir, when I uffert there is no

private or perfonal difference between you and me; if there fhould, I
frecly own I fhould be the more forry for it, becaufe I always maintained
honourable thoughts of your kind and beneyolent temper. I amn forsy
if you (and perhaps others with you) cannot return me the Gime comw

pliment, but I can truly fay I made it my ftudy to gair. your wdmw";‘ ,
ever fince you becarme my neighbour.  Wheén' you firff féttlé% in ywﬁ
parittf you did me the honour to accept of an invitation, and I thmihlﬁ
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an oppertunity of making you a very fincere offer of my refpecs and
fervices, but there has been very little intercourfe between us fince that
‘time; I never had the pleafure of a fingle vifit in return for fome which,
m now afraid, I obtruded on you; and when you were lately fick,
M [ waited on you, I had not the happinefs of being admitted ; you
{ent your compliments by your fervant to the door, and informed me you
were much better. I hope I may appeal to fuch in this place as have
“known me in a minifterial character upwards of five and twenty years,
?" that I mever was a bigot.  Xour worthy predecefior fometimes did not
think it beneath' himy te accent of my fiivices, and what his opinion
was of me and my conduct on his ayin-;-bed (which often makes us view
things in a truer lignt) fome wortay gentlemen fiil! living raay poflibly
remember,  You will excule, Roverend Sur, my addrefling you i this
publick manner, when you confider you as good as forbid m2 to write
to you on thé fubjedt v puvate.  You write me, <. Mr. rink & very
< forry that Mr. dabkly 15 fi cronblefome ta bim, und is alwris fecking occas
s fin to quarrel and make a &iiturdance in bis pardf.” Thisis a heavy
accufation ; if it is grounded on the letter I took the liherty to -wiite io,
- you, the effet has been th: very reverie from the intention, I meant to
prevent a law fuit in whichT expeéted you as party, and i whichI thought
to appear in behulf of a widow, my hearer. You know, Sir, firch an action
you have brought agaiofl us before, and it feemed to m. chat it could
not be very honourainic to ourfelves, nor edifying to the generality of our
hearers, that we (hr;1d appear in Court againft one ar ~ther for the fum of
three and fixpence “ferimg, claimed by one without any expre” law,
" and refufed by the ower becanfe he would not fuffer a precedent to be
| eftablifhed to require wages where no work had beer done or defired.
You indecd now tell me, ¢ Mr. Frink once for all tells Mr. Zubly that
“ he docs not dictate the parifh fexton in thofe dues that belong to the
. fexton: the fexton has a right to take care of what belongs to him-
“ £If;" but you will recolle@, Sir, that though new the blame is
thrown upon the fexton, in the alion formerly brought you yourfelf
appezred in Court as plaintiff, the account for tolling the bell is made
out as duz to you, »ad you had men after your own h rt, a pro-
flyted Catechift, a Veftryman, {(who ferved upon that jury and not be-
‘ore nor fince) and your own Clerk, ta determine the matter, I rnay
poflikly have expreticd myfelf in your opinion too itrongly againft that
trial, but this you take no further notice of than by calling me trouble- .
fome and conteatious 3 a fingle good argument to prove the juftice of
fuch a demand would have filenced me for ever. Is it not ftrange, Sir,
that in a free Proteftant country the rinsiug of a bell thould prove a

. | o
bone of contecation. I do not knaw which would be the greateft hard-
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fhip, the depriving us of the conveniency of a bell, which 1t fome s
the flrong inclination of the Juftice that pave his chargs to the jury; or
the making ug pay for a beil we do not defire to make any vfe of, and

- wiich formerly we were denied to havs the ufe of when we would hay
been glad to pay for it. *  Wiien we haid no bell, nor place of wor(higy'™
of our own, wc foinctinies could hardly obtain the ufe of the parifl helt=>S
for love or meney, and now we have onc of our own, it feems we aic,
not v make ufe of it unlefs we pay a fine of three thillings and Qxpence o
frr the aon-vioge of your's: on what principle of reaton, juitice, or na-
tural equity, s cui be grow. led, [ am entircly ignorant, and if this
chim, for whien we have already been profecuted three feveral tiuses,
kas any foundation in reafon, juftice, or equity, it mult be jutand
reafon hle to make you alfo pay for ferv. es never performed or required;
I dare «.y you would think this an catire alteration of the cal, perhaps
none but a youag Star-Chamber would fix fuch an impofition on Fro-

teftants, and o Court of JUSTICE ever could decrec a man a reward
for doing nothing.. |

You ohferve,  that Mr. Frink dies not dictase to the Parifb Clerk,”™
but it not bang-fince miy fexton weceived a meilage as' from you not tor
toll cur bell without fuit giving vou notice, arl I muft do *,our fexton
the juflice,. that, in an account brought me a very few-rdays ago, he
very readily . pt the demand for tolling the bell; no ftxton before him
made fuch a demond, and the prefent did not make it till he firft had
the fan&ion of a precedent under his Re&or.

Upc~ the who]le, » would willingly hope for-the fpcure you will leave |
people to themfelves who are very unwilling to give you any difturbance,
I have always been happy in a good corrcipondence with the gentlemcen
of the citablithed Church; there never was the fhadow of any uneafinets
between me and the ReQors of thoie.parifhes in Corolint where 1 offici-
ated. A good underftanding between Minifters has ufually a very harpy
effect upon hearers; it cannot be for the intereft of religion to widen
qur diﬂ%r_ences, or “ to wnculcate that Jews. fhould bave na dealings w.'-h
Samaritans.” It is an eafy matter to fay harfh things of any particular
man or {ct o people; but as praifes cannot make us better, fo reproach.
undeferved cannot make us worfe than we really are.  You huve once
been a Diffenter yourfclf, and, for your neareft relation’s fake, will not
fcruple to allow that men nat inferior to you in any thing may be among

| thens

* Some tims ago a parifhioner was executed for murder; the Provak-Mar(hal, (as ufual!) in my
Kearing, ordered the vell to toll, but the bell was not tolled ; it was judged the reafua of this muit
be becauic the unhappy man, mriginnll(y a Papift, being vifited during his lovp confinement by
nchody but a Diflenter, chole that the fame (hould alio attend him tothe dafty o u itmu’ 'y
owned he expeéted the Refor of the parith would alfo attend at Jealt that day, and expredied his
uncafinels that the paling Laell Mould be denicd him as be pafled by the chunh (o the gallows.




. them ftill. 'To condemn them by wholefale, and to infinuate *¢ that it |
b is an equal crime to tranfyrefs the laws of the Church or the laws of the
*.- Land,” ¢ that the man that will be his own God will alfo be his own
LR ing,” can give no great idea of the Preacher’s notions of candour, cha-
ty, and Chriftian liberty, I fhould think it poflible to maintain ever
r( Wight, and yet alfo to maintain a friendly intercourfe with thofe of a dif)-:
47 ferent opinion. It is a pity any thing thould be called a right which s
an injury to another, or that any prefent or future incumbent of any parith
fhould follow the precedent which fo much pains are now taken to efta-
blith as a rule for the whole pravince. «.'his is very different from the
{pirit of moderation fo ftrongly breathing in the writings of our Epifco-
palian brethren in the North in favour of an American Bithop, for which
purpofe I heard it whifpered a ; ctition Las been fent home fre 1 this
province, and if one fhould come ‘and demand all his fees with eyual ri-
gour as_his inferior Clergy, it is obvious what is to exp~&ed; ncither
do I'know any place befides this where differences are carried even to
the grave, and orie fet of Chriftian Minifters have refufed every invitation
- to affift at the funerals of their Diflenting Chriftian hrethren or think
‘themfelvés difgraced to walk in the co:npany of a Diflenting Minifter.

I fhould not have addreflfed myfelf to you in this publick manner if
you had thought proper to pay the leaft regard to my rrivate requeft,
but while [ am apprehenfive that the fame meafures are witended againft
my Diffenting friends all over the province, I could not but think it nc-
ceflary to inform them of the fteps taken pro & --a. in this place. I
will not trouble yo * with a vindication of my charatter; we wuft go
through evil report. .as well as good reperts; if wg may but meet with
the approbation of the only Judge that can fave and condemn all will
be well at laft. That you may be very uieful in his fervice now, and
meet with his plaudit hereafter, is the fincere prayer of, Reverend Sir,
.your very humble fervant. | , -

Some LETTERS between Mr. FRINK and ZUBLY now follow.

. | To the Reverend Mr. FRINK. | |
Reverend Sir, | Fan. 10, 1770.

Y fexton informs me that Battoon, brought him a meflage as from
you not to ring our bell in cafe of any death without giving youw
previous information ; if you think, Sir, you have any authority o-.
ver our bell or fexton, I will take it kind in you if you will let me know
by a few lines on what that authority is grounded. Unlefs I receive.
a written anfwer from you fignifying the contrary, I fhall confider the
whole matter as & picce of impertinence of Baztson, {of which indeed I
think him very capable) and treat it accordingly. I am refpectfully, &:;f
| | The
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The A( NSWER.

R. Frin¥s compliments wait on Mr. Zu*/y; he is fure that Lie newits

gave any direction to Battoon with regard to what 15 mertoncd
per letter. Mr. Fr.t'izfa's forry to find fo many in his parith bufy in Hr o~
ing differences, whic® is contrary to his naturc and inclinations. =
wifthes Mr. Zubly and his family well. Fdis. 15, 1
Mr. ZUBLY to Mr. FRINX.
R. Zuily's compliments wait on Mr. Fru:l; he is very lappy in
Mr. Frink's kind anfwer; Mr. Frink muft now foc < who is
breeding differcnces in the purifh fo contrary to Mr. Frind's nature and
inclination,” «nd will doubtlefs ¢hink his honecur engaged to flicw a
proper refentment againft the man wh( madc bold with his namc to carry
an ir oertinent, and, as it now appea.s, falfe mefluge.

Per.aaps an execution now faid to be iffued about the very thing in
queftion is alfo iffued without Mr. I'rink's knowledge, and contrary to
his inclination.

Mr. Z. obferves, that on funerals Mr. Frink has ne feruple to walk
with Dr ----- -: he thercfore muft have been athamed of Mr. Z. only
when he bid the Do&or and hin: walk alene at the funeral of the Rev.
Mr. Matthews. Mr. Z. owns he was never ufed fo before.vy any gen-
tleman.

He is greawy obliged to Mr. Frink for his good wifhes, and begs leave
to make him a fincere tender of his refpeéts, and of any fervices he may
be capable of upon ~ny occafion. Fan. 11, 1770.

This produced the following AN S V' L R.

R. Frink's compliments to Mr. Zubly, and v.ilhes that he might
M have an opportunity of converfing with him, as he is not perfeétly
acquainted with what Mr. Zubly drives at in the literary way.

Mr. Frink will be at leifure Safurday morning. Fan. 11, 1770.

Mr. Z. waited on Mr. Frink twice that Suturday morning, but had
not the pleafure of finding him at home.

Mr. Z. to Mr. FRINK, April 2, 1770,

Reverend Sir,

NE of vy hearers, the Widow H. informs mc there is a fummons

7 out again{t her for the Church bell at her late hufband’s funeral,
which you know was made no ufe of upon that occafion. I was really
in hopes no fuch demand would ever be madec any more, and though you
carried the caufe once, I thould think a vitory before fuch a Judge,
fuch a jury, and in fuch a caufe, more fcandalous than a defeat. Iam
ftill in hopes you will think better of it, and not fuffer it to come into
Court, oi cver to be mentioned hercafter; it is a claim which neither ju-
ttice, law, nor equity, can fupport. Urlefs you favour me with af{"ur-

ances
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. amees to the contrary, I muft take it for granted you intend to go on, and
Whiercver there is a plaintiff it is juft there alfo thould be a defendant, and

j feems the greater a hardihip as the fee in queftion is nowhere de-

ged neither in Britain nor America, but only 3 Chrifi-Church parith,

gia, Iam, Ge.

g Mr. FRINK's ANSWER follows :

P R. Frink is forry that Mr. Zably is {o troublifome to him, and is

always feeking occoiion to quarrel and make a difturbance in his

partifh. Mr. Frink once for all tells Mr. Zubly that he does not diQate
the parrifh fexton in thofe fces thﬁgt belong to the fexton, “he fexton has
a right to take care of what belongs ¢ . himfelf; as for Mr. Frink's part,
he can affure Mr. Zubly he will {* oport hig right as Re&or of the parrifh
of Chriji-Clurch. Mr. Frink eXpeits to*hear no more on the « bje@
from Mr. Zubly. . Savannab, April 3, 1770.

To this no anfwer was myxle whatever. :

But as it is now abfolutely denied that the Diflenters were ever fued
for or caft for a fee when the Church bell was not tolled, the following
gccount and fummons are {ubjoined: |

1769. JOSEPH GIRBONS. Efquire, Dr.

: To the Rev. Mr. FRINK.

To tooling the bell, - £.036

To the ground, | - - 0367

£.c7o0
GEORGIA, Chrif -Church Parifh. To any C:ig/?awe7gf the faid Parifb.

Mr. Yofeph Gibbor, You are hereby fummoned to appear at the Court
of Conicience, to be held at the Court-Houfe in Sgvannab, on the firft
Thurjday in May next enfuing, at ten of the clock in the forencon, to
an{wer a complairt entered againft you by the Reverend Mr. Frink. And
in cafe, &c. Signed F. Otrolenghe. April 12, 1769.

Mr. Fruk accordingly appeared perfonally, and the proceedings on the
faid wrial were publifhed in the Georgia Gazette, May 10, 17069.

REMARKABLE cafe having been tried laft week before the Court
of Confcience, which being defigned as a precedent, and ikely to uffeit
pumbers of people, it is thought proper to inform the publick of the ijjue.

Some montbs ago, a poor man died ; the perfon who out of charity bad ta-
ken care of him 21 bis ficknofs intending to bury bim without any charge to the
paril’.s hadbim buried in the way of bis prafeffion as a Diffenter, the Meeting
bell tolled, and the fexton of the Meeting attended.

Since that the Mate of a veffel died,. who being a Prefbyterian, bis Captain
aljo thought fit to bave bim burted in bis own way.

Thereupon a_fust was brought againft that Captam and the other perfon for
the follywing fees, being the eccount given in in the firff cafe ;

‘ Ta
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To tolling the Lell, - -

.0 3 6
Do the ground, - - - o136

.07 0 -

A law being produced the fee for the breakiug (:JC" the Zraw:d was ot

puted, but as to tolling th: bell, it was thought no man could be entiilod ¥
wages that bad done no work, fo the decifion was I:ft to a jur;.

The Fudge, who bad declared bis opinion upon the merits of the caufe l.:z
before the trial, upon th: trial obferved, that the foxton bad a legal right to a

Jee for any burizl, within the ~rith, whether he was defired to attend or
no, andthoug ina private plantation. He alfo with bis ufuad good m.an-
ners declared, that the Diffenters bad n. rirbt to the ufé of a bell at all, and that
the Re“tor of the parifb was to blcne that | bad it not pulled down.

The Yudge wips gave the charge was Joieph Ottolenghe, B/, fome time
Catechift at Savanuah,

The Furym..t were,, William Ewen, Efy. Mr. Thomas Lee, and Mr.
Jonathan Peat. |

Mr. Ewen being a Member of the late Affembly was never known to bave

Jerved bgjure upon a jury in the Court of Gonfeciznce, and being one of the ¥ejtry,

bad alfo previoufly given bis ju ‘sme. ¢ againfl the defendant.

Mr. Thomas Lee is Clerk  the Church s and thof: t wo mady the majority.

I need not | 1 a verdict was grven againft the defendant.

It is however thought that many perfons ~oill flill refufe paying pesple that do
no work for them; and asno law obliges anv perfon to have any bell rung at
all, and Proteflant iffentors, by twe charter of tiis ; -ovincs, are allsiced
the FINEE esercife of thewr religion, switch I think mea , that they fhould not
be taxed for it, they muft flil) :hinik the liberty given them by a charter is not ta
be taken away by fuch a Fudge and fuch a Jury. d.dif aparifh fixton is cn=
iitled to a fee for every burialy it will be a doutle hardfb:p upsn fiuch parifivs as
are chi fly inbabited by Dijjerters, juchas €t. Matthew's, St. John's, and Ste
Andrew’s, gariftes. And if any Jujirce fhouid bave a right to pick a jury of
whon: ke is more than wmoially fure that they concurred with hi 1 prjudging
the miaiter before it cciies to a bearing, a trial in that cafe will be we.jo than
@ mcre formality.

It is alfo 1.ought, that to decide fuch a matter is abave the jurifdiilion of the
loweft court in the province s for though a just for three fhillings and fixpence
comes properly exough within the compafs of fmall and mean caufc ., y.t 1o ofla-
blifh a precedent of this nature, that will be pleaded all .over the province, is

wot a trifling matter.

It is a remark of the Earl of Clrendon, that to difcountenance and.
fupprefs all boid enquirers and oppofers, the Council-tablcand Star-cham-

ber cnlarged their jurifdiCton to a vaft extent, “ holding (as Thucydedes.
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f1id of the Athenians ) for honourable that which pleafed, and for juft that
wiich profited.” An execution for the fee thus fued for is aGually iffued.

;{ jufficiont vouchers are at hand, that the fee for breaking the ground

s never refufed, though it appears now that this alfo has been de=

i’n‘ﬁdcd without law, and that the fees demanded have been raifed very

¢onfiderably wilthin thefe two years on perfens buried of all denominati-

ons. .-
As a proof of what airs fome perfons can give themfelves, the follow-

ing advertifement, which in itfglf is a curiofity, is added; it was {tuck
‘up on a cottage where a Diffenter had presrshed for fome time paft occa-

T8

fionally, and an offer of a fermop once a month it is faiae.aas fince been
made provided no Diffenters eve- preach in the fame place.
«« Anigma----- A F, 1dje to biarfwered before

: ¢ any prefume to bold forth in this place. &
¢ _Audeat nemo fine auttoritate Sanéle Ecclefie Anglicane & termiffu Paro-
¢ chialis R D F hos tntra mytos fuam Herefin intonare, non; fi dixeris Ar-
“ gifontem illum cujus Nomen ZLeta incipit 5 & parte altera oublier Gallic:
Lingua Oblivifei denotat, Uzze Fudicium---alliter Deum celofiefy. po=
teflates precibus meis commavebo 5 ut Vg tande:n faucibus ili hareat, par-
“ vumgque fruclum inde ferat, quia nunc [cunds velit mibi bufus pauperis Teiti
¢ Clavum tenents irjurias afferre, nec bene vertat sllis, ex aucientibus me qus
““ iHum aut alium mibi & Ecclefiee legibus late oppofitum buc ... sitant non Re-
“ Jigionis vere, [ed diffentionis gretia. Vetat interdicat Numen Loci esrum
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"¢« Confiia prava, ricaque defendat audiatque verla Pater Filjus & SS.

<~ Gymnafiarcha.”
. A bill to allow Protefta, Diflenters 2 burying-ground in the Commons of Savarnau, (where
Negroes bury undifturbed L.d unmolelted by any; lately pafled the Lower and mifcarried in the
Upper Houfe of Aflembly. Upon that occafion it has beea faid that the queliion amourted to
fe lefs than, whether the Church or Meeting fhould be looked up.a as eltablithed by law, as
though a quiet grave to the dead in a place many had a property in while living could give a
Church eftablithment to furvivors. It has alfo been faid the difpute was, whethcr the Rettor or
the Diffenting Minifler thould be entitled to the fee of three and fixpence, and that that fee 2c-
gp.'ﬁingly has been paid to the latter; but as the Gentleman wto aderted thefe things now ac-
know]edges that he paid nobody t:ut the fexton, and ¢ it is no concern of h's to what ufe the mcney
is applied,” it is hopec¢ te mufl be fenfible of his miftake: That Gentleman, though he feems
sather a littiz amgry, adds, ¢« I have only to pray God, of his infinite mercy, to cleanfe the
s¢ thoughts of your heart, by the infpiration of bis holy fpirit, that you may live peaceably with
¢¢ a]l mankind ** 1 thank him for this, look upon the prayeras charitable and  -cellent, and, if
Be had not confined it to a fingle perfon, perhaps it might be fhil better. 1f any man can prove

‘that 1 ever required any fee tor buryi~g, 1 will give him ten fiillings for every fhilling he may

rove the receipt of ; and if any man afferts what he cannot prove, with a view to make his neigh-
ipnr_and wellwither appear odious, though he may not chufe to hear of it, he mu? allow the in-
jured to think. People may think they are in asthority to throw dirt, but no doubt every maa
Ls aright 0 fcrape it off when it is throwa upon him, J. Jo ZUBLY.



