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Brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only

ufe not liberty as an occafion to the fleth.

But if ye bite and devour one another, ‘take heed
that ye be not confumed one of another. GatrarT,
V. 13, 15,
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TEX'T. ZECHARIAH viil. 10, 11, i2.

i

For before thefe days there <was no bire for man, nor
any bire for beafl ; neither was there any peace to

bim that tbent out, or came in, becaufe of the af+

Sietion: for 1 fet all men every onc againft bis neigh=
bour. But now I will not be unto the refidue of
this pevple as in the former days, faith the LORD of

tofls.  For the feed fhall be profperons: the vine
SPall give ber fruit, and the ground fhall grve ber
increafe, and the heavens fball give thetr dew: and
I rll caufe the remnant of this people to poffefs all
thefe things.

Y T is remarkable that after [frae/ had conquered
4 all their enemies, and taken poffeflion of thé
land promifed unto their fathers, they were very
fiear breaking out intc a civil war among them+
felves, and no fooner were they freed of any agf-
prehenfion from powerful and troublefome neigh-
bours, but the {pirit of difcord had well nigh fuc-
ceeded in transferring the feat of war into their owr
bowels. We have an account of this important e-

the fum of it amounts to this: The tribes of Reuder,

A2 boundary,

AL e a

~ vent in the 22d chapter of the Book of Yofbuz, and |

. Gad, and half the tribe of Manaffeb, being fettled
; onone;and all the reft of the tribes on the other fide
: of the waters of Yordan, the former thought it he
f;.‘ ‘c.‘eﬁhry to ere an altar on the borders of their frons
tior, thereby to teftify that the’ Sordan was theit
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boundary, yet they were the fune people, united
by the fame ties, natural, religious and political,
and that they meant by this altar to inculcate and
imprefs with thefe fentiments the minds of their
lateft pofterity. The reft of the nation however
took the alarm at their proceedings, looked upon
this as a ftep towards independency, apd feparation
from the reft of their brethren, and as they confi-
dered the matter in this view, it could not appear
otherwife to them but exceeding alarming. Ac-
cordingly we are told, when the children ¢f Ifrac/
heard of it, the whole congregation gathered them-
felves to go up to war againft them; 7o/ axa. 12,
their minds were thoroughly enflamed, and every
thing ready for blood and f{laughter.  Among all
this enraged multitude it [eems there were yet fome
men of moderation, and their lenient and healing
counfels were the faving of the people. Thefe
tribes were but lately returned from acting the part
of faithful auxiliaries ta thejr brethren; 1t was not
at all ‘probable that thofe meant to fcparate their
interefts fiom that of the whole {tock, who had
given.fuch fignal proofs of their attachment to the
reft; before things are carried to the laft extremity,
2 folemn meffage 1s {ent to the fufpected tribes,
and when they came rightly to underftand one a-
nother, the fidelity of the three diftinét tribes fully
appeared, and, inftead of looking upen them as of+
feiders, we are told their anfwer pleafed thofe feng
among them, And Phinehas the fon of Eleazar the
priefi Jad wunto the children of Reuben, and to the
children of Gad, znd to the ¢bildren of Manafleh, This

JL{}’
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day we perccive that the LLORD is among us, becanfe ye
bave not commutted this trefpafs againft the Lorp : now
ye have delivered the children of Hrael out of the hand
of the Lorp. And Phinchas the fon of Eleazar the
pricft, and the princes, returned [rom the children of
Reuben, dnd from the ckildren of Gad, out of the land
of Gilead, unto the land of Canaan, ro the children of
Ifrael, and brought them word agam. And the thing
pleafed the children of Iracl; and the children of Yrael
bleffed Gop, and did not intend to go up againft them
in battle, to defi-1y the land wherem the children of
Reuben and Gad dwelt; Jof. xxii. 31, 32, 33.
~ The fpark which had like to kindle fo great a
fire was feafonably extinguifhed, a good under-
ftinding and mutual harmony reftored, every man
returned to his home and lived quictly under his
vine and fig tree in the land which Gop had {o late~
ly given unto them. | -
Methinks whoever perufes this account with at-
tention may perceive fome paralell between the
cafe of Ifrael and what was lately our own. |
You all know that for fome time paft the fituati=
on between us and our brethren on the other fide of
the water has been exceeding alarming. Complaints
ran high, and it was even talked of that the ten
tribes intended to go to war againft their brethren,
and that notwithftanding duning a very late war
thelc had given évery poflible token of Joyalty and
attachment. An unhappy ill-advifed a&t of the
Britifl iegiflature laid the foundation of our griefs,
and it fecmed as tho’ the continuance cf that a&
and an univerfal alienation of minds muft go hand
‘ 1N
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in hand, the ~confequ£mces o]f which might eafily
be forefeen, they are not to be exprefled, becaufe
they cannot be thought of without herror.

There were not wanting in Britain, nor yet in

Mmerica, fome of the defcendants of the young

counfellors of Rebdoboan: who would have convinc~

. ed us of the juftice of that-aét by deadly arguments,
. and would not have been unwilling to fee dmer:-
~oa ruled with a rod of iron, but blefled be Gop

who defeated their counfels, who placed a king

on the Brityb throne as tender of the liberty of the

fubjet as jealous of the glory of his own govern-
ment; blefled be Gop in whofe hands are the hearts
of all men, that he inclined the Brusfh parliament

! to hear the cries of the innocent, and, by a juft,
! noble, and generous repeal of that ill-concerted
{ meafure, to diffipate our fears, remove our difficul-

ties, reftore our confidence, to give us a pleafing
opportunity to offer our publick thanks unto Bri-
tain’s Gop, and, like omr the jubilee of old, to pro-

| claim liberty throughout all the land to all the in-
| habitants thereof.

I do not know any event ever happened to Brr-
¢:/h- America more deferving of a publick day of
thank{giving throughout all that wide extended
empire, and I would in the moft ferious manner

~ call upon my congregation to ofter thanks unto

the Moft High, becaufe he has been favourable
unto our land, and alfo to make a proper return to
our moft gracious king, and the Britifh legiflature,
for the removing of our {lioulders from the burden,
and delivering ousr hands from the pots : My beart
. s
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ss.toward the governors of Irael that offered them-
felves willingly among the peaple.  Blefs ye the LorD.,
They that were delivered from the noife of archers in
the places of drawing water; there fhall:they rebearfe
the righteous alls of the LoRD, evesn the rigbteous
aits towards the. inhabitants of his villages in Iirael:
then fhall the people of the LorRD go down toithe gates.

Judges v. 9, 11. » T

The words which I have. read unto youw wili af~
- ford:us ample matter for fuitable meditatiorr onvthie
happy event; they are words of Gop: himfelf, and:
in their firft intention are defigned to- put Ifrae/ in:
mind of:the pleafing change of their publick:affairy
from the time they had begun to lay thefoundation:
of the temple: Before that time we are told: there
was no hire for man nor beaft, no peace in-all thei
border, and the hand of Gob. ageinft them to-vifit
them with fevere afli®ions; and: after that Gop
declares, that he will be no longer to-them as in'
days paft, that now they may expe&t tvery kind:of
bleffing, and that the remnant of the nadon{thould
henceforth pofiefs and enjoy all thefe things.

As thefe words are expreflive of the gloomy ftate’
of the nation before that period, and the pleafinge
profpet now offered, they will want but very little:
accommodation to our prefent purpofe.

My bufine(s therefore, under- divine - affiftance;:
will be to | |

. Take fome: notice. of the day of Fuceds'

trouble, and the melancholy (tate of the-
remnant of Yudab while the hand- of: the-
LorD was againft themn,  ° --

I
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" I woiild; in the next place, make a few re-
~marks on the great and precious promifes
given unto the pehitent remnant of the

Fewifh nation.  And, laftly,
indeavour to make fome improvement on the
whole fuitable to the defign of our prefent

- meeting.,

Mayl be enabled to fpeak on thefe thimgs in a be-

- coming manner, and may we not dare to put Gop

off, with a little outward fhew, or the empty for=
mality of this meeting, but may we offer up foul
and body unte our fovercngn benefactor and pre-
ferver; may this be the tribute  of oug gratxtude

- apd pur reafonable fervice!

Mercies received appear the greater when they
come after a long and painful want; the return of
the light is the more acceptable for the prcceedmg
darkneiﬁ and {o Gopp here puts them in mind of
the diftrefs under which. they laboured till now,
that the proiuife of peace and ‘plenty might be the
moré welcome. If we confiderthe WOrds in their
full extent they may lead us back to the ftate of
the nation at and during the invafion of the Chalde-

‘ans,-and before Fudabh was carried into- captivity ;

then indeed there was no hire for man nor beaft,

. no.peace to him that came in nor went out: Be-

ﬁdes the [courge of .war, Fudab alfo fuffered by

drou ght and famine: Judah mourneth, and the gates

thereof languifb: they are black:unto the ground; be-
caufe the ground was. chapt, for there was na rain in

the jcarth, the plowmen were afbamed, thay covered

their baids; Jer. xiv. 2, 4. All this calamity in-

creafed
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¢reafed in proportion z[xs tl?e Chaldeans got the coune
try in their poffefiion, and laid a clofe fiege to the
hoiy city and to their fan@uary. This mournful
defcription was more than once applicable to the
land of fudsh, and it is mentioned as one of their ;
ufual affliGions when they departed from Gop;
In thofe times there was no peace to bim that went out,
nor to bim that canwe in, but great Vexations were up=
on all the inbabitants cf the countrivs, 2 Chron. xv. §.
It is true indeed by this time the days of captivity
were accomplifhed, a number of them returned
to the land of tlicir fathers, but even on their re-
turn their fitvation was ftill deplorable, and theig
difficulties exceeding great; ‘ferufalem was a heap
of ftones, and all the country around a mere defo
lation; they met with oppotition from the Sumaz-
riians, and all their afflictions had not yet made
them wife enough to agree among themfelves; their
neglet alfo ‘in building the houfe of Goo had
brought on them very fevere judgments; they looke
ed for much and it came to little, and when they
brought even that little home Gop did blow upon
it; when a man came to an heap of twenty meas
fures there were but ten, and when one carae to
the wine prefs to draw out fAifty veflels there were
but twenty, and all this becaufe the houfe of the]
Lorp lay wafte, and every man ran to his own
houfc ; Haggas i. 9. i, 16. Such was their wretche
ed ftate at the time of this prophecy, and how
- wretched rguft a people be where there is 1o hirel
for man nor beait, no peace in coming in and going
out, and where the judgmeats of Gop fes €very
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‘man ‘&g‘ainh’ his neighbour in the greatnefs of thi:
af1iiction.
‘When there is no bire for man or beafk, it is a-
ain fign that buiinefs is at a ftand; and every
ftagnation of this kind threatens the very vitals-of
2 country. 'This calamity falls heavieft uponr the
1dwer and middling clafs of people, who mrke
up the body and the moft ufeful part-of cvery ‘nae
(ion. When the fizlds lic wafte, the hufbandrmat
mourneth, the neceflaries of life are with difficuls
fy procured by the rich, and hunger and want féern
navoidable to the poor; fometimes when the tulé
zftudc‘of inhabitants is greater than the land can
Bear, ‘even the induftrious cannot long find employ;
and Yot want of that are reduced to diftrefs; fomew
times when by war and other devaftations countries
aré fo drained that labourers are not to be had, 2
“ghan is more precious than fine gold, yea than thé
golden wedge of ophir; laiah xiii. 12, Though
' {he{e‘ cafes be oppofite yet the effe@ is the fimes
neither docs it afteét thofe only who are more ims
mediate fufferers; the rich cannot live without the
oor, and He that hires cannot do without fome

- .ané to hite.  Trade may indeed fupply the wants

’ I
'
i

|
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3ts colonigd “und other nations. - ‘Thie gains of trade
el . ‘

“of a fidtion, but trade is only an artificial fupplys

‘4 country that has rcom for the {preading of its
é, - ., . N .

‘inhabitants, «nd has giound for tillage pro~
.portionable to their increafe, muft have greatfy
‘the advantage over a mere trading nation; the
former can find thole refources withom itfelf for
“whigh the litter muft be indebted to trade with
‘'whigh the ritter muil be indebted to trade wit

may

L
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miy poflibly be larger than 'thof.'c b{ cu‘ltiv,at;qn. “
but a country well cultivated will always noqri{h
and maintain its inhabitants, a country bleffed wit
patyral advantages will eafily procure the convenit
ences and even fuperfluities of lfe, either with;{x
itfelf, or at leaft by the exports of its natural pro~
duce; The profit of the earth is for all, even the ki
bimfelf is ferved by the field, Ecclcf. v. g. but whel
there is no hire ncither for man nor beaft, it 1s a
fure fign that cultivation and trade is languifhing,
and it is with bodies politick as it is with the natus
¢al body, when once they begin to languifh, if a
remedy is not {peedily found out and ad ibited, 1t
muft affe@ every part of the whole, and the wholg
gradually fall into decay and confumption.
This was the cafe of the {mall remnant left in
Cawaan; they were only fome of the meaneft of th
cople, hufbandmen and dreflers of vineyards, and
Jtfeems propable that even thelc were rather flaves
than fubjeéts to the king of Babylon; hence they
complain that they are fervants in their own land,
Neb. ix. 36. Our inberitance is turned to ﬁmngm}
our Loufes to aliens. Our necks are under perfecution:
we labour, and bave no roff; Lam. v. 2, s. "
During all thefe difafters, it was doubtlefs an
additional and fevere .afliction, that thete was mo
peace to bim that came in nor went out ; thofe that
were already captives in Babylon could not with any
fafety return into their own land, and they that
were left in it, and fain wanted to retire into Egy;‘r:,
or any other place of fecurity, could not go out;
and even ampng themfelves there was no peace; no
. B> unanimtity,
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wnanimity, but continual jarrings and difcords,
Somevery remarkable inftances of the kind are men-
tioned in the forty-firt chaprer of feremiab; nay
even after their return all things were fo unfettled,
that, notwithftanding the hopeful appearance of
their being once more reftored to their own land,
there was no peace to him that came in nor to him
that went out; this was little better than war, and
War in its beft light is a deftrution of the human
fpecies, but war among brethren, inteftine feuds
and civil wars as they are calicd, of the worft evil
are the worft fpecies; when the right hand is lifted
up againft the left, when the members of the fame
body feek each other’s deftruction, the whole body
muit needs feel, and if they continue, be deftroy-
ed by it.
~And here I cannot but remember the addrefs
made by fome general to an Alyffinian monarch,
who could imagine it worth his while to go to war
with his own fubje&s, in order to make them fub-
mit to fome religious rites and ceremonies, which
he thought himfelf in confcience bound to impofe
upon them, and which they thought themfelves in
conifcience bound to {uffer any hardthip rather than
{ubmit unto; a battle was fought, the prince was
victorious, the field covered with the flain, when the
general thus addrefled the conquering monarch,
peinting at the heaps of the flaughtered; < Thele
“¢ were your own {ubjets, and in every other caufe
s¢ -yvilling to thed their blood and lay down their
¢ Jives fgr you---they were our brethren, our own
¢ fleth ard blood, and every victory of the kind
ST " “ you
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** you gain over thcx[n iS%\ ftep towards the entire
* ruin of your own nation.” Methinks the warcior
that fpoke fo, fpoke like a fenfible man and. good
patriot. The king gained the battle and gave up
the point, wifely confidering, that the gaining the
affection of loyal {ubjects would be a greater fecurity
to his reign and kingdom than any fubmiffion he
could force them unto by any a¢t of mere power.

Union of minds and interefts is the fureft ftrength
of any nation, a kingdom divided againtt 1tfelf can«
not ftand; Ifrac/ fell indeed by the fword of the
Chaldeans, but their own internal divifions gave the
finithing ftroke; the diftrefs which they had brought
upon themfelves was great exceedingly, the hand
of the Lorp was ftretched out againft them, and
the people returned not to him who did finite thems
their affliction, inftead of humbling them before
Gobp, only ferved to heighten their animofities a=
gainft ene another; hence their affliction is exprefse
ly mentioned as the caufe of their difturbances,
they hated, miftrufted, fupplanted one another,
and therefore there was no peace to him that came
in, nor yet to him that went out.

There was no peace to him that came in, nor to
him that went out, éecaufe of the affictien. When
people think they have nothing more to hope they
are apt to conclude they have alfo nothing to fear.
When tyranny and oppreflion once arrive at a cer-

ORI T PR - E I AT TS ey

tain height, they become intolerable even to loy=
alty, and muft recoil upon their authors. It is

dangcrous for fovereigns to moke the experiment,

how much their fubje@s may be able and willing to
bear,
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Hear, O('pp?eﬁioa»ma.llics even a ‘wife man mad, apgd
‘owhen any kingdom is all in confufion within itfelf,
Awhen violence beareth rule, and the good of the
fommunity ceafcs to be the fupreme law, whep
anreafonable burdens are laid upon fome to procure
eafe unto others, when jarring interefts and diffe-
gent factions divide the ftate and impofe upon the
{fovereign, fuch g nation not only ceafes to be for-
midable to its neighbours and enemies, but it is
galo in very great danger of falling into the conditi-
on within itfelf which is here defcribed, no peace

g0 him that goces out nor to him that comes in.
Neither do all thefe things fpring up out of the
guifl, or come upon a people by chance, or in the
kommon courfe of things: Sball there be evil n the
gity, and the LLorD bath not done it 2 Amos 1il. 6.
G A indeed is not the author of confufion but of peace,
1 Cor. xiv. 33. he does not love iniquity but he
alfo hateth oppreflion. Sometimes the 1?:13 of the
fabject are punifhed Dy arbitrary fovereigns, and op-
preiion and arbitrary power are fometimes vifited
{and overfet 100) by the violence of unruly fubjedts.
There is a very remarkable inftance of) this
én the reizn of the fon of Salomon. He came
Ao the throne by hereditary right, unhappily
dor him he and his council probably thought
that right indefeafible, his father had made his
yoke heavy upon the land, at his acceflion to the
throne, the {ubje&ts modef¥y reprefent their grie-
ance, the fons of violence rejeét the moderate
, Fequeft of the fons of juft and decent freedom, a
. &a%, Bl then unheard of it would feem is impofed,
| ; {..’. J] ) N an
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ah officer is™fent to gathe% the odious frithure, butr
the officer, by the verdi® of all Ifiae/, is fhoneX:
with ftoncs, the king himfelf retires with precie
pitagion, a war is refolved on, one hondred fours:
ftore thoufand men take ap arms ag..:ft /i gel
ind appear ready to-fall on; but the word of Go¥
came unto Shemaiah, the man of Gop; fyingy

 Spruk unto Reholboam, the fon of Salomon -fing of

Tudah, and unte all the boufe of Judah and Denjae
min, and to the remnant of the Yeoble, faying, Thid

yuith the LORD, ye fhall mot go up, ner fight agani

jour brethren the childven of Hrael s refu¥n evirp
wran to bis houfe, for this thing f5 of me, faith thé
Lord. And we are further 'told, zbzy bearkbened
therefore to the word of the Lorp, and retmmed 28
Uspart according to the word of the Lorp; thus th®

- fi.2dding of bleod was at that time prevented, and

a fop-put to a cruel and inteftine war by an immes
di=te interpofition of divine providence, and tha
at :he expence of Reboboam, who Was never able to
Lemg back the ten tribes, but they continued afod
parate kingdom till they fell into the-hands oF
their common enemy. |
1 do net mention all this to juftify or approve it
every refpet the conduét of the ten tribes, but tQ
obferve that if Redoboam had taken the falutary-ads
vice of his old prudent counfellors, the defeCtion
and enfuing divifion would not have happened.
{1 Kings xii. throughout.]
Gop cangot- delight in, blefs, or approve any
‘thing that is wicked: Though faxd joint in band, the
wicked fhall not be uppunsfisd, 'roy. xi, 21, Ops
p:’cﬁion
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sreflion and rebcllic»[n are both wicked, and may
gzcomc by a righteous judgment of Gobp a fcourge
tp one another. Gop abhors {in and evil, but even
fin and evil is not committed without his knowe
ledge and fufferance; he foruns the light and cree
ates darknefs, he makes peace and creates evil, he
the Lorp does all thefe things; Jfaiab xlv. 7. His
wifdom and juftice in fome cafes may permit the
peace and tranquility of a finful nation to be intere
supted or taken away, by fuffering the rulers to be
intoxicated with too high notions of power, or by
fuffering the fubjects to go beyond the juft bounds,
in afferting and maintaining their juft rights, and
rvonfufion and diforders are the natural efte¢ts of all
this, and it is as natural a confequcnce that in thofe
gays there is no hire for man ner beaft, no pcace to
bim that goes out nor comcs in, and that every
man is againft his neighbour on account of the
sffliGion.
¢ Thus far the gloomy part; lct us next take noe
tice of the pleafing profped that opens by the
. thange of the fcene and the divine promife.

What Gop himfelf marks out as a very fignal
divine blefling, men certainly fhould receive as a
precious mark of his favour. To remove {o great
an affli¢ion, and to change their mournful condi-
tion into peacc, plenty, and liberty, muft be unto
them an irrcfiftible proof that Gop was again re-
turned anto them in mercy; and this indeed he af- |
fures them of in exprefs words: 1wl not be unto the
refidue of my people as in_former days, faitl; the Lor®
o bifis; for the feed jhall be profperous, the wine ﬂ:{lﬁ'
. - gt
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grve ber frut, and the groan Shall give ber increafe,
‘and the beavens fhalil grve their dew, and I will make
the remnant of my people to poffefs all thefe things.

Here is a general promife that Gor would not
deal with them as he had of late. Gob changeth
not neither in his nature or purpofes; there is no
fhadow with him of variablenefs or turning; but
there is a conneétion between man’s carriage to-
wards Gop and the way of Gop towards man:
The Lord is with you, if ye be with bim; and if ye
ook bimy be will be found of yous but if ye jorfale.
himy be will forjake you; 2 Chron. xv. 2. With
the pure he fhews himfelf pure; and in this fonfe
it is faid, that with the froward he will thew himn-
felf froward; Pfalm xvui, 26. National fins bimg
on national calamities, and national reformation a
national bleffing; the fame Gop that threatens to
pluck up, pull down, and deftroy a rebellious
kingdom, will alfo turn from the evil he has threa-
tened when they return from the evil which they
have committed; and that this was the cafe at this
time in [frae/ appears plain from the prayers of
Daniel, Ezra, Nebemiah, and many others; while
they continued rebellious, the hand of the Lorp
fhould continue to be hcavy upon them, but now
they returned unto Gobp, he would return unte
them in ‘mercy. .

The labourer and ‘hufbandman fhould now be
employed, the ficlds fhould be cultivated, and in
the land that lay defolate, and almoft uninhabited,
in the land that was without. man or beaft, fields
fhould be bought again for money, and there

o o | C thould
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thould be hire for man and bealt; Yernfalem thould
be inbhabited as towns without walls, for the multitude
of men and cattle thereir, Zech. 1i. 4 '

Their coming in and their going out fhould be
in peace, he thould firengthen the bars of their

ates, and give peace unto their borders.

'They thould no longer be a difunited nation,
but unite like the heart of one man; I w:// (faith
Gon) give them one beart and one way, that they may

Jear me for ever, for the good of them and of their
children after them, Jer. xxxii. 39.

Neither does Gop only promife a removal of
thofe evils under which in former days they groan-
ed. but there is life alfo in his favour; Gob in his
very nature 1s kind unto all, and his tender mer-
cies are over all the works of his hands. Nothing
but mercy would always attend man, had not man
turned-away from the love of his maker. Sin only
makes a {cparation between us and our Gobp, and
when ti:e caufc of his difpleafure is removed, the
ftreamns of his kindnefs follow their natural courfe,
and flow down upon man. The order and cecono-
my' of the whole creation f{peaks aloud the kind
defigns of Gop to man; fury is not in him; pu-
nithing 1s his ftrange and the doing kindnefs is his
natural work: Accordingly on their being turned
unto him, and he unto them, he promifes them
the very reverfe of the evils under which they had

“hitherto laboured ; plerty inftead of famine, the
dew of heaven and rain in due feafon inftead of
drought, and every kind of temporal profperity

and abundance in the land to which they were now
| reftored;
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reftored; the heavens thould not be of brafs, nor
the earth of iron; Gop would no longer {urbid the
clouds to rain upon them, but he would hear the
heavens, and they fhould hear the earth, and the
earth thould hear corn, wine, and oil, and thefe
thould hear ezree/, Hofea i. -21, 22, Neither
fhould thefe bleflings be only tranfitory but dur-
abie, the days of their mourning fhould be at an
end, and the remnant of the nation now returned
unto the Lorp and to his fan&uary fhould rejoice
in the poffeflion of all thefe bleflings; they fhould
no longer hang up their harps by the willows, but
again fing the fongs of Sion in their own land, and
give thanks unto the Lor b, who had brought them
again irom the heathen, and turned their captivity
like the ftreams in the fouth: O Lorb, I wi/ praife
thees though thow waft angry uith me, thine anger is
turned away, and thou comfort:dff me. Cry out and
Sfhout, thou inbabitant of Lion; for great is the boly
“one of Irael in the midft of thee; lfaiah xii. 1, 6.
~ And this naturally leads me, which was the laft
thing ﬁropofed, to endcavour an improvement of
what has been faid fuitable to the defign of our
prefent meeting.

Some among us poffibly may be ready to afk,
what meancth this fervice, it 10 neither Sabdbath
nor new moon. To them I would anfwer: We
are met to-day to offer our thanks unto the great
ruler of all things, that he has averted from us a
very great evil, which in part indeed was come
-upon us already, and which, confidered as a puni(h-
ment of our fins, we but too juitly deferve,

C2 We
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We are met to offer thanks unto Gop, that our
invalnable privileges are preferved, that our land is
not become a land of flaves, nor our fields a fcene
of blood. We are met to give thanks unto Gon,
that our gloomy apprehenfions are removed, that
the Britiyfb parliament has feen the juftice of our
complaints, that our fuperiors, by this act of ju-
ftice and moderation, have fhewn then:{clves fupe-
rior to themfelves. We rejoice that affection and
confidence is reftored between us and our mother
country. We are met to give thanks unto the Moft
High, that, by the repeal of this a&, there is hire
again for man and beaft, that our ports are open,
our trade unmolefted, that we may go to and fro
in fafety, that men are no mare fet every man 2-
gainlt his neighbour, that Manaffch is not againt
Epbraim, nor Ephraim againft Munafih; and we
are al{o met to pray, that our pofterity may enjoy
all thefe things, that mercy and truth may be the
blefling of our days, and of our whole nation, and
that our civil and religious liberties may be preferv-
ed inviolable till time fhall be no more. |
- I{uppofe there are few or none hearing me that
think we have not now any particular canfe to be
thankful; if any fhould think fo, I fhould defpair
of convincing them that we really have; it is ge-
nerally obferved, that we beft know to value our
miercies from the want of them, but I fincerely
with there may never be auy convition of this
kind in all the Britifh dominions,
Comg then, my friends, let us make mention
of the merciesof the Lor p according to all his good-
nefs,
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nefs, and according tga the multitude of his loving-
kindnefs which he has thewn unto the Brifb
nation. Your own minds will too eafily fuggeft
unto you what muft have been our cafe if this un-
happy a& had not been repealed ; and thould not
our gratitude bear fome proportion to the greatnefs
of our efcape? Should we not thankfully review
every circumftance that brought abeouti this pleafing
event, and ofter our humble and fincere thanks to
the kind providence of Gop, that gave fuccefs to
the noble and unwearied endeavours of our friends
for that purpofe? I think the almoft unanimous,
fteady, and prudent union of the Americans, does
honour to their prefent generation, and as it was
very providential, and to many I fuppofe very un-
expected, fo I'look upon it as a real matier of gra-
titude. I would not be underftood to vindicate e-
very thing that a confufed multitude or afew indi-
viduals may have done in a time of publick confu-
fion, but the manly, nervous, and conftitutional
reprefentations made by the reprefentatives of the
people, may be looked upon as one of the means
which providence has made ufe of to fet the juftice
ot the American complaints in its true light, and to
excite us able and worthy friends ®o ftand up as
noble champions for our caufe. Had a whole
people, who Jooked upon themfelves as opprefied
and dealt with contrary to their natural privileges,
been difregarded, there is no faying what might
have been the confequence; and the confequence
muft have been felt on each fide of the water; we
muft fink or {wim together. That all our fears
‘ have
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have fubfided, that all this jealoufy has been re-
moved, that the dark night which feemed to hang
aver our heads is turned into the light of a hopetul
morning, furely calls for our loudeft and fincereft
thankfgiving : Offer therefore unto Gop thanks,
give unto the Lorp glory and ftrength, let thofc
that cried unto the Lorp in trouble, and he faved
them out of their diftrefles, give thanks unto his
name. He brought them out of darknefs, and the fha-
dow of death, and brake their bands in funder. Ob,
that men would prasfe the LoRD for bic goodnefs, and
Sor bis wond.rful works ta the children of men: Pfalm
cvil. 14, I35,

And, in the next place, let our thanks be given
to our great and good King, the friend of man-
kind, and the father of his people. He glories to
reign in the hearts of his fubjects; and no king can
have a better title to the hearts of thofe over whom
he rules. If it is a pleafure to bim to repeal an act
that gives pain anto his {ubjects, may all his fer-
vants copy after him, and a& worthy of the prin-
ciples of fo great a king, and fo good a mafter;
and may every poflible demonitration of loyalty and
affeCtion be ever paid him by all, but efpecially by
his American ofubje&ts. The Americans, who, I
believe I may juftly fay to a man, have been
friends to the fucceffion in his illuftrious houfe, if
pofiible, muft now fhew a ftill greater degree -of
attachment in return for this royal condefcenfion
and favour. |

Blefs, O Gop, the king; long let the crown
flourith on his head. Give him the dc‘ﬁrcz‘
0
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of his foul; tt'rm-yghc ever be a king after
thine own heart; give him wife counfel~
lors and faithful {ubjects; let his reign be
long, peaceable, and glorious; may the
wicked never ftand before his throne, and
{o his throne be ever eftablifhed in righte-
oufnefs; and may our pofterity in fome
diftant generation pay him the mournful
tear, when he is taken up into a kingdom

that cannot be {haken. .

Let me further befeech you, my hearers, t
remember the rock from which you were hewn;
by defcent or incorporation we are now all Britons;
let Britain's interefts be ever dear to us all.  Pray
for the profperity of the natior, for in her profperis
ty you fhall profper. We have feen our mother-
country a& the part of a tender parent; let us ne-
ver fail to act the part of truly dutiful children.
May Britons have a love for one,another which
many waters cannot quench. May eaftern and
weftern Britons ever be more firmly united than
Yofeph and Epbrasm, which were made like one
ftick in the hands of the prophet. If Gop abhors
him who foweth difcord among brethren, let us |
abhor them who would do any thing that might
tend towards a feparation of interefts or an aliena~
tion of affc&ions. Let Britam and Brstsfh America
ever be like one heart and one foul; he that would |
divide themn, anathema fit, let him be held accurfed

by both. |

It is a remark of the wifeft king, Ewvi men une
derftand not judgment, but they that fear the Lorp
uRdere
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underfland [take notice of, obferve, and improve]
all things, Prov. xxviil. 5. Let us remember then,
and let:our pofterity know it, that if a prudent,
proper remonftrance had nct been made and receiv-
ed, the year 1765 muft have been the fatal year
from which the lofs of .4merican liberty muft have
been dated. Let us alfo remember, that the year
following was remarkable for the repeal of an a&
that gave fo univerfal uneafinefs, and had like to
be fo deftru&ivé to Britain on each fide of the
great waters. * | '

~ If we record thefe remarkable interefting events,
it may not be improper to fubjoin: Fear Gonb,
honour the king, ftand faft in your liberty, and be
not entangled with the yoke of bondage.

Let us forgive our enemies and honour our
friends, the more {o becaufe fome of them (which
is a pleafing honourable circumftance) have at all
times fignally diftinguithed themfelves in the caufe
of liberty, and deferved greatly of the Briti/h na-
tion. Let every injury received be written in fand,
and all kindnefs be preferved in marble, and cvery
friend of liberty and his country be held in everlaft-
ing remembrance. | ) -

The defign of the repeal was to remove incon-
veniencies and confequences detrimental to the

- Bratifh

* The Stamp-A& was to have taken place Nov. 1, 1763, and it
took place in all provinces conguered from the French and Spaniard$
in the laft war, alfo in moft of the iflunds, the military government
of Nova-Scotia; and in Georgia famps were .. for thipping
only. -The faid aft was repcaled in the houfe of commons by a ma-
jority of 108, aiid a Majority of 74 in the houfe of Iords; and the
vepealing a received the royal affent March 18, 1760.
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Britifl kingdoms ; lc[t ussthgn do nothing which
might continue thofe inconveniencies which that
wife and falutary a&t means to prevent.

Efpecially let us never give any handle to any to
call in queftion our loyalty to the king, and our
fincere and firm attachment to our mother-coun-
try ; let us ever be zealous for its profperity, and -
promote it to the utmoft of our power; let each
one of us fay upon this occafion: Pray jor the peace
of Britain ; they fhall profper that love thee. Peace
be within thy walls, and profperity within thy palaces.
For my brethren and companions fakes I will now fay,
Peace unto thee. Becaufe of the houfe of the LORD our
Gob I will feek thy goad; Plalm cxxii. 6, 7, 8, 9.
" Let us pay a chearful obedience to the laws of the
realm, and on all occafions approve ourfelves worthy
fubje@s of the beft of kings. Let us always return
a filial refpe@ to the indulgence and tendernefs of
an affe@ionate parent. Let us convince even thofe
who have taken upon them to vilify and mifrepre-
fent the Americans ﬁow greatly they have been mif-
taken, and how very unjuft have been their in-
flammatory refleions. Let the mean tools of
fa@tion be put to fhame, (if they are capable of

that) by a conduc the very revcrfc):, of that which
they would have laid to our charge. "Let us by
well-doing put to filence the ignorance or malice
of foolith or wicked men. Let every diftinction
of names and parties, every national prejudice, be
buried in everlafting oblivion. Let the good man
whocver he be be the obje¢t of univerfal love and

efteem, and the bad man the onl'y objet of avere
D fiod
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flon and abhorrence.  Let there be no other emu-
Intion but who fhall beft promote the good of the
whole. Render to every one his due, tribute to
whom tribute, cuftom to whom cuftom, fear to
whom fear, honour to whom honour. Submit your-
Selves to every ordinance of man for the LoRD's fake,
whether it be to the king as fupreme; Or unto gover-
ners, as unto them that are fent by bim for the punifh
ment of evil-doers, and for the praife of them that do
well : As free, and not ufing your liberty for a cl:ke
of malicioufnefs, but as the fervants of Gop; 1 Peter
. 13, 14, 16. There is a very effential differerce
between liberty and licentioufnefs, and it is highly
¢riminal under pretence of the one to indulge the o«
ther. If any excefs of this kind has been committed,
“may it be fincerely repented of and caretuily a-
voided for the future, /o fpeak and [o att as they that
Jhall be judged by the law of liberty, James ii. 13.
" ABOVE ALL, let us ever remember, that rzph-
tzoufnefs exalteth a nation, but fin is a reproach to any
people, Prov. xiv. 34. Our temporal happinefs
¢annot be more furely promoted, nor our civil and
teligious hberties be better fecured, than by a life
fuitable to the dignity of our chriftian profeflion, -
Chriftianity is a ﬁcnevolcnt inftitution, that bears
a friendly afpe& to civil government, and does not
in the leaft diminith the natural or civil rights,of
the fubje@. It teaches fuperiors to rule in the fear
of GO‘D, and to look ﬁpon their fubjets as their
fellow creatures and brethren, whofe happinefs to
promote is the very defign of their office; it enga-
s Tubjetts-to obey for the Lorp’s fake, not ong
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to the gentle but alfo to tzme froward. We cannot
be good chriftians unlefs we are alfo good fubjeéts
and good members of the community; let every one
then depart from iniquity that is named after Chriff.
By promoting our eternal we alfo fhall {ecure our
temporal weltare; nothing that has a tendency to
make us unhappy hereafter can have any tendency
to make us happy here. - If ever (which Gop for-
bid) we fhould be curfed with a tyrannical oppref~
five government, our fins muft be the caufe of it.
O! let us not fin away our mercies, neither let us
fin any more left fomething worfe befal us. We
can never be faid to.be free while we are the
fervants of fin, neither can any bondage equal th.x
of being led ¢aptive by Sazan according to his w. 1
and yet this is the cafe of every gracelefs finner,
While they promife them liberty, they themfelves are
the fervants of corruption: for of whom a man is over=
come, of the fame is be brought into bondage, 2 Peter
i1. 19. » How infignificant will our ftruggle for lis
berty appear, while we deliberately give up ours
felves to be flaves unto luft; if we abhor bondage,
O! let us at leaft take care that our bondage may
not be eternal; chains of eternal darknefs are the
portion of every impenitent finner; and Know ye
not.that to whom ye yield yourfélves to obey, bis fervants
ye are to whom ye ai;y, whether of fin unto death, or
of obedience unto righteoufnefs? Rom. vi. 16. Whea
will the poor captive begin to feel his fetters and
groan for liberty? Where the fpirit of the Lorp is
there 1s liberty, and where the fpirit of the world
and fin reigns there is flavery and hondage. Every

D2 de-
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deliberate fin helps to[ rivet the chain, and the long-
er vicious habits are indnlged the more difficult it
is to thake off their dominion. Man was made free,
but he alfo was made good; the finner has loft his
original goodnefs, and liberty departed from him,
when he hearkened to the voice of the tempter; one
cannot be recovered without the other; 1f we will

- be truly free we muft become truly good; we muft

be renewed in the {pirit of our mind, and be cre-
ated after Gobp in righteoufnefs and true holinefs,
Eph. 7v. 24. This, my hearers, is the true idea of
liberty, to be freed from every hurtful conftraint,
and to be able to do all that tends to make us truly
1iappy, or elfe to be free indeed is neither more nor
lefs than to be heartily engaged for him whofe fer-
vice is perfect freedom.

O! my hearers, with what pleafure did we lately
reccive the news which makes the {ubject of our

- thank{giving to-day, how did joy fparkle in every
~ countenance, how warmly did we thake hands and
- congratulate one another upon the occafion; we
~feemed like people that had been apprehenfive of
- being fhipwrecked and happily made a harbour;

we {cemed almoft like animals in the air pump to
v hom breath and lifc is reftored by the return of
that element; never before have I feen any news

received with equal and {o univerfal fatisfaction;

and all that was right; there were reafons more
than fufficient for great fear, and when they {ub-
fided it was meet they fhould be {fucceeded by )(}y
as great: But with what woetul coldnefs and indif-

ference have too many carried themfielves towards
the
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the beft news that wz[xs evgr fc]nt from heaven upon
carth; how little have we been affeGted with the
glad tidings of great joy, that unto us is a faviour
born.  §efus Chriff himfelf came to preach delive-
rance to the captives, to fet at liberty them that
were bruifed, to preach the acceptable year of the
Lorp; he was in bonds that he might break our
chains, he laid down his life as a2 ranfom for thofe
that were in bondage of Sazan and fin, he died that
we might eternally live, Our king is alfo our fa-
vieur, his fubjects are the purchafe of his blood, and
he invites ftrangers to come and kifs his fceptre,
with no other view but that he may have the plea-
fure of making them eternally happy. Beheid how
much has he loved us, and how fhall we now e-
fcape if we neglect his great falvation ! How un-
grateful are we to him, and how unjuft to our-
fclves, if we chufe to continue in that {lavery which
he has been at fuch amazing pains to redeem us
from.
Come then, my friends, let us embrace this op-
ortunity and become his real fubjeés; let us chear-
ully forfuke the fervice of vanity and fin, and un-
refervedly give ourfelves up to the Lorp that
bought us. How happy would it be, if from this
ﬁleaﬁng event we might alfo date our fincere and

earty endeavours at leaft, to become his freemen,
that, being delivered from the fear of our enemies,
we might fervé him i bolinefs and righteoufnefs
all the days c¢f our life, Luke i. 75. then, and not
till then, fhall we be a people really free and truly

happy; then will the fon make us free, and we fhall
be
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be free indeed; then fhall we have a moft indifputs
able right to the glorious liberty of the fons of Gobp.,

When fhall the kingdom of Chriff extend over
all the earth, and homage be paid him by thofe
who fit now in darknefs and in the fhadow of
death? When fhall his gentle reign be the blifs of
every nation, ignorance, flavery, and fuperftition,
be altogether banifhed from the earth, and the
bleflings of peace, liberty, and the gofpel, be {cat-
tered over the whole wide creation?

For thefe things, my brethren, let us pray, thy
kingdom come, and feeing we look for a kingdom
that cannot be thaken, let us by faith and holinefs
be daily preparing for the fame; there the wicked
ceafe from troubling and the weary are at reft.

Now to the King invifible, immortal, and eter-
nal, to him who is able to keep us, and to prefent
us before Gop with exceeding great joy, to the only
wife Gop our faviour, be glory and majefty, do-
minion and power, both now and ever. AMEN.





