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Brethren, ye have been called unto liberty ; only ufe not liberty as
an occafion to the fleth,

" But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not ‘con-
fumed of one another. | GaLaT. V. 13, 15.

GEORGIA prmted

ESOUTH-CAROLINIA, Rs priNTED BY PETER TIMOTHY.

, - M\DCC,LXVI, and to be fold at My, JOHN EOWARDS, and Mr, EDWARD JONES's.
Stores, in Crasrss-Town,
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The STAMP-ACT REPEALED, &

TEXT. ZEeECHARIAH Vill. IO, II, I2.

v For before thefe days there was no bire for man, nor any bire
Sor beaft ; neither was there any peace to him that went out,
or came in, becaufe of the afflittion : for I fet all rien every
one againft bis neighbour. But now I will not be unto the
refidue of this people as in the former days, faith the L.orD
of hofts.  For the feed fhall be profperous : the vine fhall give
ber frutt, and the ground fhall give her increafe, and the
heavens fhall give their dew : and I will caufe the remnant

of this peaple to poffefs ali thefe things.

"‘M*) T is remarkable, that after Ifrae/ had conquered
all their enemies, and taken poflcflion of the land pro-

i mifed unto their fathers, they were very near break-
é ing out into a civil war among themftlves, and no
fooner were they freed of any apprehenfion from pow-

erful and troudlefome neighbours, but the fpirit of

difcord had well nigh fucceeded in transferring the feat of war in-
to their own bowels. 'We have an account of this important event
in the 22d chapter of the book of Fo/wa, and the fum of it amounts
A2 to
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to this. The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Masaffeh,
being fettled on one, and ali the reft of the tribes cn the other fide of
the waters of Fordan, the former thought it neccffary to ercét an al-
tar on the borders of their frontier, thereby to txftity that tho® For-
dan was their boundary, yet they were the fame people, united by
the fame ties, natural, religious and political, and that they meant
by this altar to incultite and imprefs with thefe fentiments the minds
of their lateRt pofterity. The reft of the nation however tock the
alarm at their proceedings, looked upon this as a ftep towards inde-
vendency, and feparation from the reft of their brethren ; and as they
confidered the matter in this vicw, it could not appcar atherwife tc
them but exceeding alarming. Accordingly we are told, when the
~children of Jfrael heard of it, the whole congregation gathered them-
felves to go up to war againft them ; ¢/ xxii, 12. their minds were®
thoroughly inflamed, and every thing ready for blood and flaughter.
Among all this enraged multitude, it fcems there were yet fome men
of moderation, and their Icnient and healing counfels were the faving
of the people. Thele tribes were but lately returned from acting the
part of faithful auxiliaries to their brethren; it was not at all pro-
bable that rhofe meant to feparate their interefts frcm that of the
whole ftock, who had given fuch fignal proofs of their attachment
to the reft ; before things are carried to the laft extremity, a folemn
meflage is fent to the fufpeéted tribes, and when they came rightly
to underftand one another, the fidelity of the three diftinét tribes
fully appeared, and, inftead of looking upon them as offenders, we
are told their anfwer pleafed thofe fent among them, 4nd Phinehas
the fon of Vleazar the prieft faid unto the children of Reuben, and 10 the
children of Gad, and to the children of Manafieh. "I/Ji.(;day we percesvs
that the L.ORD is among us, becaufe ye bave not commitied Mhis trefpafs
againft the 1.ORD : now ye have delivered the children of frael out of the
band cf ihe 1.0rD, Ard Phinchas the fon of Vcazar the priest, and
1he princes, rerurned from the children of Reaben, and from the children
of Gad, eut cf the lard of Gilead, %m0 the land ¢f Canaan, to the ;lul—
ren-
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dren of Ifvacl, and Lrought them werd again. - And the thing pleafed the
cbildren of Urael ; nnd the children of ifrael blefled (.op, and did not
_intend to go up against them in battle, to deflroy the lard wherein the
children of Reubon and Gad dwelt; Jof. xxii. 31, 32, 33. 1he fpark
which had like to kindle fo great a fire was feafonably cxtinguifhca,

a good underftanding and mutual harmony reftored, every man re-
turned to his home and lived quictly under his vine and fig-tree, in
the land which Gop had fo lately given unto them.

- Methinks whoever perufes this account with attention, may per-
- ceive fome paralell.between the cafe of Ifrael anc what was lately cor
-own. You all know. that for {ome time yaft the fituation tetween
~usand our bretliren on the other fide of the water bas been exceedirg
alarming. ( cmplaints ran high, and it was even talked of that the
ten tribes intended to go to war againft their brethren, and that not-
withftanding during a very late war thefe had given every poffible
- token of loyalty and attachment. An unhappy ill-advifed a& of the
Brityh legiflature laid the foundation of our griefs, and it feemed as
tho’ the centinuance of that aét, and an univerfal alienation of minds,
muft go band in hand, the confequences «f which might eafily be
forefeen ; they are not to be exprefied, becaufe they cannot be thought
of without herror.

There were not wanting in Britain, nor yet in America, {fome c!
the defcendants of the young counfellors of Rebebeam, who would
have convinced us of the juftice of that aét by deadly arguments, s1.d
would not have been unwilling to fee America ruid with a red ot
iron, but blefled be Cop who deteated their ccunfels, who placed 4
king on the Britifb throre as tender of the liteny of the fubj& ¢
jealous of the glory of his own goverrment; blefled be Gon in
whofe hands are the hearts of all men, that he inclined the £77¢ /.
parliament to hear the cries of the inrocent, and, ky a juft, nobic,
and generous repeal of that ill-concerted meature, to diffipate cur

tears,



L 6]

fears, remove our difficulties, zeftore our confidence, to give us a
pleafing oppartunity to off:r our pubditc thanks unto Britain’s Gop,
and, like on the jubilee of old, to proclaim liberty throughout all
the land to all the inhabitants thereof.

I do not know any event ever happened to Britifh America more
deferving of a public day of thankfgiving throughout all that wide
extended empire, and I would in the moft ferious manner call upon
my congregtion to offer thanks unto the Moft High, becaufe he
has been favourable unto our land, and alfo to make a proper return
to our moft gracious king, and the Britifb legiflature, for the remov-
ing of our fhoulders from the burden, and delivering our hands from
the pots : My beart is toward the governors of rael that offered theam-
Jelves willigly among the pople.  Blefs ye the Lorp. They that were
delivered from the noife of archers in the places of drawing water ; there
fhall they rebearfe the rizhicous afls of the LorD, even the righteous
alls towards the inbab:tants of bis villages in Urael : then fhall the people
of the Lorp go down t2 the gates. Judges v. g, 11.

The words which T have read unto you will afford us ample
matter for fuita:le mecitizion on this happy event ; thej are words
of Gop himfelf, aud inth:it firlt intenzion are defigned to put Ifrael
in mind of the ple1fia; ch n ;2 6F their puslic affairs from the time
they had begun to lay th: foundation ot the tewple: Bcfore that
time we are told there w s no hire for m+n nor beaft, no peace in all
their border, and the hand of (Gon again! them to vifit them with
fevere affliGtions ; and after that Gop deedares, that he will be no lon-
ger tothemas in days paft, that now they may cxpet every kind cf
bleffing, and that th remnant ot the nation fhould henceforth pofiefs
and enjoy all thefe things.

As thefe words are cxpreflive of the gloomy Rate of the natica
before that period, and the pleafing profpeé now offered, they will
want but very little accommodation to ous prefent purpofe. M

y
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My bufinefs therefore, under divine affiflance will te to

‘Take fome notice of the day of Facod’s trouble, and the melan-
choly ftate of the remnant ot jadab while the band ‘of the
Lorp was againft them.

I would, in the next place, make a few remarks on the great
and precious promifes given unto the pepitent remnant of
the Fewifb nation, And, laftly,

Endeavour to make fome improvement on the whole, fuitable.
to the defign of our prefent meeting,.

May I be enabled to fpeak on thefe things in a bcceming marner,
and may we not dare to put Gop off with a little outward fhcw, cr
the empty formality. ef. this meeting, but may we cffer up foul and
body unto our fovereign benefaGor and = -frver; may this be the
tribute of our gratitude and our reafonable ..rvice!

Metcies received appear.the greater wken they ccme alter a leng
and painful want ; the return of the light is the n ore acceptable fer
the preceding darknefs; and fo Gob here puts them in mind of the
diftrefs under which they laboured till now, that the promife of peace
and rienty might be the more welcome. If we cenfider the weids
n thir full extent, they may lead us back to the ftate of the naticn
at and during the invafion of the €®eMeans, ard befcre Fudab was
carried into captivity ; then indeed thete was no hire for man nor
beaft, no peace to him that came in nor went out: Befides the
feourge of war, Fadab alfo fuffered by drought and famine: Judah
mourneth, and the gates thereof languifb : they are bleck uvte the ground ,
becaufe the ground was chapt, for there was no rain in the ecorth, the
Mowmen were afbamed, shey covered ibeir beads. Jer. xiv. 2, 4. All
this calamity increafed in proportion as the Claldeans got the

) ) - - country
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country in their poffeffion, and laid a clofe fiege to the holy city, and
. to their fantuary. This mourntul defcription was more than once
applicable to the land of Judab, and it is mentioned as one of their
ufual afi¢tions when they departed from Goo ; In thofe tines there
wis no peace ¢~ bim that went cut, nor to bim that came im, but great
vexations were upon all the inbabitantsof ibe countries, 2 Chron, xv. 5.
It is true indeed by this time the days of captivity weie accomp-
lithed, a number ot them returned to the land of their iathers, but
even on their return their fituation was fiil deplorable, and their dif-
ficulties exceeding great 3 Ferufalem was a heap of ftones, and all the
country around a mere defolation ; they met with oppofition from
the Samaritans, and all their aflictions had not yet made them wife
enough to agree ameng themfielves s their negle@t alfo in building
the houfe of Gop had brought on them very fevere judginents; they
looked tor much and it came to little, and when they brought even
that litcle home Gop did blow upon it; when a man came to an heap
of twenty meafures there were but ten, and when one came to the
wine prefs to craw out fifty veflels there were but twenty, and all this
becaufc the houfe ot the Lorp lay wafte, and ¢very man ran to his
own houfe; Haggai i, 9. ii, 16. Such was their wretched ftate at
the time ot this prophecy, and how wretched muft a people be where
there is no hire for man nor beaft, no peacc in coming in and going
out, and where the judgments of Gop fet every man againft his
neighbour in the greatnefs of the affliction.
' .e W : :

When there is no hire fot wenopr beaft, it is a plain fign that bu-
" finefs is at a ftand, and every ftagaation of this kind threatens the very -
_ vicals of a country. This calamity-falls heavieft upon the lower and
" middling clafs of people; who make up the body, and the moft ufe-
ful part of every nation. ‘When theficlds lie wafte, the husbandman
mourncth, the neceflaries of life are with difficulty procured by the
rich, and hunger and 'want feem unavoidable to the poor; fometimes

when-the maltitude of inhabitants is greater than the Jand can bear,,
' even
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even the induttrious cannot long find employ, and for want of that
are reduced to diftrefs; fometimes when by war and other devafta-
tions countries are fo drained that labourers are not to be had, a man
is more precious than fine gold, yea than the golden wedge of Ophir;
Ifaiab xiii, 12. Though thefe cafes be cppofite yet the effet is the
fame ; neither does it affe&t thofe only who are more immediate fuf-
ferers ; the rich cannot live without the paor, and he that hires can-
not do without fome one to hire. Trade may indeed fupply the
wants of a nation, but trade is only an artificial fuppiy; a country
that has room for the {preading of its inhabitants, and has ground for
tillage proportionable to their increafe, rmuft have greatly the advan-
tage over a mere trading nation ; the former can find thofe refources
within itfelf for which the latter muft be indebted to trade with its
colonies and other nations. T he gains of trade may poflibly be lar-
ger than thofe by cultivation, but a country well cultivated will al-
ways nourith and maintain its inhabitants, a country’ bleffed with na-
tural advantages will eafily procure the conveniencies and even fuper-
fluities of life, either within itfelf, or at lealt by the exports of its
natural produce ; The profit of the earth is for all, even the king bim-
Jelf is ferved by the field; Ecclef. v, g. but when there is no hire
neither for man or beaft, it is a fure fign that cultivation and trade
is languifhing, and it is wita bodies politic as it is with the naturai
body, when once they begin to languifh, if a remedy is not fpeedily
found out and adhibited, it muft affet every part of the whole, and
the whole gradually fall into decay and confumption.

This was the cafe of a imall remnant left in Canaan; they were on-
ly fome of the meaneft of the people, hustandmen and dreffers of
vineyards, and it feems probable that cven thefe were rather flaves
than fubjeéts to the king of Babdylon ; hence they complain that they
are fervants in their own land, Neb. ix, 36. Our inberitance is turned
to frangers, our houfes to aliens. Our necks are unuer perfecution : we
labour, and have no reft; Lam, v. 2, 5.

| B - During
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During all thele difaflers, it was doubtlefs an additional and fevere
affliCtion, that there was no peace to him tbat came in. nor went out ,
thofe that were alrcady captives in Badylon could net with any fafety
return into their own land, and they that were left in it, and fsin
wanted to retire into Egyps, or any other place of fecurity, could not
go out; and even among themitives there was no peace, no unani-
rity, but continual jurrings and difcords. Some very remarkable
inftances of the kind are mcntioned in the forty-firft chapter of Ferc-
miab 5 even after their-return all thipgs were fo unfetiied, that nat-
withftanding the hopcful appearance of their being once more refto-
red to their own land, there was no peaeg to him that came in, nor
‘o him_ that went cut; this was little better than wary and

Warin its bef} light is a deftruion of the humarr fpecies, but war
1mong brethren, inteftine fcuds and civil wars as they are called, of
rhe worft cvil are the worlt {pecies ; when the right hand is lifted up
againft the left, when the members of the fame body feck eachother’s
deftruction, the whole body muft nceds feel, and if they continue, be
deflroyed by it.  And here I cannut but remember the addrefs made
by {fome general to an Akyfinici. monarch, who could imagine it
worth his while to go to war with his own fubjets, in order to make
them fubmit to fome religious rites and ceremenies, which he thought
him{elt in confcience bound to impole upon them, and which they
thought themfelves in confcience bound to {uffer any hardfhip rather
than fubmit upto ;. a battle was fought, the prince was victorious,
the field covered with the flain, when the general thus addrefled the
conquering. monawch, pointing at the heaps ¢ the flaughtered ;
¢ Thefe were your own fubjeéts, and in every other caufe wiliing to
¢t fhed; their blood and lay down their lives tor you—they were our
<t brethreny our own flefh'and blood, and every vicory of the kind
¢ you gain over them is a.ftep towards the entire ruin of your own
“ naticn,”*  Methinks the warrior that fpoke fo, {poke Jike a fen-
fible man.and good petrict.  The king gained the battleand gave %p

tae
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the point, wilely confidering, that the gaining the affeCtion of loyal

fubje@s would be a greater fecurity to his reign and kingdom than
any fubmiffion he could force them unto by any act of mere power.

Union of minds and -interefts is the real ftrength of any nation, a
‘kingdom divided againft itfelf cannot ftand ; Ifrael fell indeed by the
{word ot the Chaldeans, tut their own internal divifions gave the fi-
rifhing ftroke; the diftrefs which they had brought upon themfelves
was great exceedingly, the .hand of the Lorp was ftretched out
againft chem, and the people returned not to him who did imite
them; their affiction, inftead ot humbling them before Gop, only
ferved to heighten their animofities againit one another; their afflic-
tion is exprefsly mentioned as the caufe of their difturbances, they
hated, ‘miftrufted, fupplanted one another, and therefore there was
no peace to him that came in, nor yet to him that went out.

Therc was no peace to him that camc in, nor to him that went out,
becaufe of the afflittion. \Vhen people think they have nothing mote
to hope, they are apt to conclude they have alfo nothing to fear.
When tyranny and oppreflion once arrive at a certain height, they be-
come intolerable even to loyalty, and muft recoil upon their authors.
It is dangerous for fovereigns to make the experiment, how much
their fubjects may be able and willing to bear. Oppreflion makes
cven a wife man 1aad, and when any kingdom is all in contufion
within itfelf, when violence beareth rule, and the good of the com-
munity ceafes to be the fupreme law, when unreafonable buidens are
laid upon fome to procure eafe unto others, when jarring interefts
and different factions divide the ftate and impofe upon the fovereign,
fuch a nation not only ceafes to be formidable to tts neighbours and
cnemies, but it isalfo in very great danger of falling into ‘the condi-
tion within itfelf which is here defcribed, no peace to him that goes
out, nor to him that comes in.

B - Neither
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Neither do all thefe things fpring up out of the dult, or come upon
a people by chance, or in the common courfe of things: Shall there
be evil in 1he city, and the Loxp bath not done i: ? Amos iii. 6. Gop
indeed #s not the autbor of confufion but of peace, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. he
does not love iniquity but he alfo hateth oppreflion. Sometimes the
fins of the fubject are punifhed by arbitrary fovereigns, and oppref-
fion and arbitrary power are fometimes vifited (2nd overfet too) by
the violence of unruly fubjeéts.

There is a very remarkable inftance of this in the reign of the fon
of Salomon. He came to the throne by hereditary right, unhappily
for him he and his council probably thought that right indefeafible ;
his father had made his yoke heavy upon the land, at his acceffion to
the throne, the fubjets modeftly reprefent their grievance, the fons
of violence reject the moderate requeft of the fons of jult and decent
freedom, atax, till then unheard of it would feem, is impoled, an
officer is fent to gather the odious tribute, but the officer, by the
verdict of all Ifrael, is ftoned with ftones, the king himfelf retires
with precipitation, a war is rcfoived on, one hundred fourfcore
thoufand men take up arms againit Ifrael, and appear ready to fall
on; but the word of Gop camie unto Shemaiab, the man of Gop,
faying, Speak unto Rebodoam, the fon of Salomon king of Fudab, and
unto all the houfe of Fudab and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the
people, faying, Thus faith the Lorp, ye fhall not go up, nor fight
againlt your brethren the children of Jfrael; return every man to his
houfe, for this thing is of me, faith the Lorp. And we are further
told, they hearkened therefore to the word of the Lorp, and re-
turned, to depart according to the word of the Lorp ; thus the
thedding of blood was at that time prevented, and a ftop put to a
cruel and inteftine war by an immediate interpofition of divine pro-
vidence, and that at the expence of Reboboam, who was never able to
bring back the ten tribes, but they continued a feparate kingdom till
they fell into the hands of their common enemy,

I do
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I do not mention all this to juftify or approve in every refpet the
- conduét of the ten tribes, but to obferve that if Reboboam had taken
the {alutary advice of his cld prudent counfellors, the defetion and
enfuing divifion would not have happened. [1 Kings xii. throughout:]

Gop cannot delight in, blefs, or approve any thing that is wicked :
Though band join in bhand, the wicked fhall not be unpunifbed, Prov. xi,
21.  Oppreflion and rebellion are both wicked, and may become by
a righteous judgment of Gop a {courge to one another. Gop abhors
fin and evil, but even fin and evil is not committed without his
knowledge and fufferance ; he forms the light and creates darknefs,
he makes peace and creates evil, he the Lorp does all thefe hings ;
lfaiab xlv. 3. His wifdom and juftice in fome cafes may permit the
peace and tranquility of a finful nation to be interrupted or take..
away, by fuffering the rulers to be intoxicated with too high notions
of power, or by fuffering the fubjeéts to go beyond the juft bounds,
in afferting and maintaining their juft rights, and confufion and dif-
orders are the natural effets of all this, and it is as natural a ccnfe-
quence that in thofe days there is no hire for man nor beaft, no peace
to him that goes out nor comes in, and that every man is againft his
neighbour on account of the afflition,

Thus far the gloomy part : let us next take notice of the pleafing
profpect that opens by the change of the fcene and the divine pro-
mife,

What Gop himfelf marks out as a very fignal divine blefling, men
certainly fhould receive as a precious mark of his favour. To re-
move fo great an affli¢tion, and to change their mournful conditicn
into peace, plenty, and liberty, muft be unto them an irrefiftible
proof that Gop was again returned unto them in mercy ; and this in-
deed he aflures them of in exprefs words : I will not be unto the refi-
due of my people as in former days, faith the Lorp of hofts; forftl:ie

ee
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feed fhall be profperous, the vine foall give ber fruit, and the ground fhal;

give ber increafe, and the beavens [ball give their dfw, and I will make
tbe remnant of my people to poflefs all thefe things.

Here is a general promife that Gop would not deal with them as
he had of late.  Gop chingeth not neither in his naturs or purpofes;
there is no thadow with him of variablenefs or turning ; but there is a
conne&ion betwesn man’s carriage towards Gop and by the way of
Gob towards man: The Lord is with you, if ye be with bim ; and if ye
Jeek bim, bz will bs found of you; but if ye forfake bii, be will forface
y’bﬂ ; 2 Chron. xv. 2. With the pure he fhews himfelf pure; anl
in this feafe it is faid, that wich cthe froward he will thew himfelf
froward ; Pfalm xviii. 26. National fias brinz on national calami-
ties, anl natioaal reformation a national blefling ; the fame Gobp that
threatens to pluck up, pull down, and deltroy a rebellious king-
dom, will alfo turn from thz evil hz has threatensd when they return
from th:evil which th2y have com nitted ; and that this was the
cale at this timz in Ifrae/, appears plain from the prayers of Daniel,
FEzra, N:ebznich, and many others; while they continued rcbelhous,
th= hini of the Lazp fhould continue to b2 heavy upon them, but
now they rzzura:d uato Gopo, he would retura unto them in mer 7.

The labourer and husbanlmin fhhuald now bs employed, the fields
Mhould b2 cultivdtcd, and in th= land that lay defolate, and almoft
uainhabited, inthe= land that was without min or beaft, fields thould
be bought again for money, and there fhould be hire for m u and
bealts 7eru[alvm thould bz inbabited as towns without walls, for the
multitude of men and cattlatherein, Zech. ii. 4.

Tmu‘ coming in and their going out thould bz in peace, he mould
. {trengtaen th\, bars of their'gites, anl give peace uato their Lor
ders
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They theuld no lerger te a cifinited riticr, Lut vnite like the
heart of cne nany I will (faith Gep) give them cne kecrt ard (ne
way, that by mey fear me fer (ver, for tke geed of them cnd of their
children after thein, Jer. xxxil. 29,

Neither dees Gop only premife a rameval of thefe evils under
whict in former days they greaned, Lut there is Jife alfo in his faveur;
Gop in his very nature is kind unto all, ard his tender mercies are
cver oIl the works of his hends.  Nothing tut mercy weuld always
attenc man, had not mzn turned away tram the love of his maker.
Sin only makes a feparation between.us and cur Gop, znd when the
caule of his cifpleafure is rcmeved, the ftreams of bis kindrefs
foilow their narural ccurfe, and ficw dewn upen mar.  The order .
znd ceconomy of the whole creaticn fpeiks alcud the kind defgrs
of Gop to man; fury is notin him ; punifhing is his firarge crd the
doing-kindnefs is his natural work: Accorcirgly cn their teirg
turned unto him, 2nd he unto tham, he promifes them the very re-
verfe of the evils under which they had hitkerto latcured ; plenty in-
ftead of famine, the dew of keaven and rain in Cue feafen irftezd of
drovght, and every kind of tempcral profperity :rd sburcance in
the land to which they were now rcftorcd ; the heavens fheuld not be
of brafs, nor the earth of iron; Gop would no longer forbid the
clouds to rain upon them, but he would hear the heavens, and they
fhould hear the earth, and the carth fhould hear corn, wine, zrd cil,
and thefe thoul? hear Jezreel, Hofea iy, 21, 22. Ncitker fhculd thefe
~ bleflings be cnly tranfitory but durable, the cays cf their mcurnirg
fhould be at an end, and the remnant of the naticn r.cw returned un-
to the Lorp, and to his farfuary fheuld rejoice in the pefleflicn cf
all thefe bleflings ; they thould no longer hang up their harps Ly the
willows, but again fing the fongs of Sicz in their cwn land, ard give
thanks unte the Lorp, who had trought them rgain frem the hez-
then, and turned their captivity like the firezms in the fouth; O
LORD, Iwill praife thee; though theu wast angry with me, thine an-

ger
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ger is turned away, and thou comfortedft me. Cry out and fbout, thou in-
babitant of Zion ; for great is the holy one of Ifracl in the mids¥ of thee,;
Ifaiah xii. 1, 6. ' |

And this naturally leads me, which was the laft thing propofed, to

- endeavour an improvement of what has been faid {uitable to the de-

figh of our prefent meeting.

Some among us poffibly may be ready to afk, what meaneth this

fervice, it is neither Sabbath nor new moon. To them I would anf-

wer : We aré met to day to offer our thanks unto the great ruler of

all things, that he hath averted from us a very great evil, whichin.
* part indeed was come upon us already, and which, confidered asa .

punifhment of our fins, we but too jultly deferve.

We are met to offer thanks unto Gop, that our invaluable privi-
" leges are preferved, that our land is not become a land of flaves, nor

that our gloomy apprehenfions are removed, that the Britifb parlia-
ment has feen the juftice of our complaints, that our fuperiors, by
this act of juftice and moderation, have thewn themfelves fuperior to

themfelves. We rejoice that affetion and confidence is reftored be- .

~tween us and our mother country. We are met to give thanks unto
the Moft High, that, by the repeal of this a&, there is hire again for
man and bealt, that our ports are open, our trade unmolefted, that
‘we may go to and fro in fafety, that men are no more fet every man
againft his neighbour, that Manaffeb is not againft Epbraim, nor Epb-
raim’ againtt Manaffeb ; and we are alfo met to pray, that our pofte-
rity may enjoy all thefe things, that mercy and truth may be the
blefling of our days, and of our whole nation, and that our civil and
religious liberties may be preferved inviolable &ill time fhall be no
more,

I fuppofe

our fields a fcene of blood. We are met to give thanks unrto Gep,
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- I fuppofe there are few or none hearing me that think we have not
now any particular caufe to be thankful; if any fhould think fo, I
fhould defpair of convincing them that we really have ; it is gene-
rally obferved, that we beft know to value our mercies from the
want of them, but [ fincerely with there may never be any conviction
of this kind in all the Britifb dominions.

Come then, my friends, let us make mention of the mercies of
the Lorp according to all his goodnefs, and according to the multi-
tude of his loving kindnefles which he has fhewn unto the Britifh na-
tion. ~Your own minds will too eafily fuggeft unto you what muft
have been cur cafe if this unhappy act had not been repealed ; and
fhould not our gratitude bear fome proportion to the greatnefs of our
efcape ? Should we not thankfully review every circumftance that -
brought about this pleafing event, and offer our humble and fincere
thanks to the kind providence of Gopo, that gave fuccefs to the noble
and unwearied endeavours of our friends for that purpofe? I think
the almoft unanimous, fteady, and prudent union of the Americans,
does honour to their prefent generation, and as it was very provi-
dential, and to many [ fuppole very unexpected, fo I look upon it
as a real matter of gratitude. I would not be underftood to vindicate
every thing that a confuled multitude or a few individuals may have
done in a time of public confufion, but the manly, nervous, and
conftitutional reprefentations made by the reprefentatives of the peo-
ple, may be looked upon as one of the means which providence has.
made ufe of to fet the juftice of the American complaints in its true
light, and to excite us able and worthy friends to ftand up as noble
champions for our caufe. Had a whole people, who looked upon
themfelves as oppreffed and dealt with contrary to their natural pri-
vileges, been dilregarded, there is no faying what might have been.
the confequence ; and the confequence muft have been felt on each
fide of the water ; we muft fink or {wim together. That all our fears

- have fubfided, that all this jealoufy has been removed, that the da;}k
night
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" night which feemed to hang over our heads is turned into the light.
of a hopeful morning, furely calls for our loudeft and fincereft thankf(-
giving : Offer therefore unto Gov thanks, give unto the Lorp glory -
and ftrength, let thofe that cried unto the Loap in trouble, and he
faved them out of their diftrefles, give thanks unto his name. He
brought them out of darknefs, and the Shadow of death, and brake. their
bands in funder. Ob, that men would praife the LORD for bis goodnefs,
and for bis wonderf ul works 1o the cbldren of men ! Plalm cvii. 14, 15.

Aqd, ia the next place, let our thanks be given to our great and
good ng, the friend of mankind, and the father of his people. He:
gleries te reign in the hearts of his fubjets ; and no king can have a
better title to the hearts of thofe over whom he rules.  1f it is a plea-
. Jure to bim to repeal an.a& that gives pain unto his fubje@s, may all
his fervants copy after him, and adk worthy of the principles of fo,
great a king, and fo good a mailer ; and myy every poflible demons
ﬂ'ratton of loyalty and affetion be ever paid him by all, but efpecially -

by his American. fubjets. The Americans, who, I believe I may,
]udly fay, to a man, have been friends to the fucceffion in his illuf-.
trious houfe, it poflible, mult now fthew a ftill greater degree of at:
tachment in return for this royal condefcenfion and favour.

Blefs, O Gop, the king; long let.the crown flourith on his.
head. Give him the defices of his foul ;. may he ever be a,
king after thine own heart; give him wxfe counfellars apd,
-ianthtul fubjecs ;. let his reign be long, peaceable, and glo-
rious 3- may the wicked never ftand bcfore his throne, and fo .

- his tbrone be ever eftablithed in righecoulnels ; and may our -
pofterity ia fome diftant generation pay him the mournful

. tear, when he is taken up into a kmgdom thdt cannoz be;
thaken. PR

LC:-;
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Let me further befeech you, my hearers, to remember the rock
from which you were hewn ; by defcent or incorporation we are now
all Britons ; let Britain’s interefts be ever dear to us all. Pray fok
the profperity of the nation, for in her profperity you fhall profper.
We have feen our mother-country a&t the part of a tender parent 3
let us never fail to aét the part of truly dutiful children. May Br:-
tons have a love for one another which many waters cannot quench.
May eaftern and weftern Britons ever be more firmly united than %o.
fepb and Ephraim, which were made like one ftick in the hands of
the prophet. 1f Gop abhors him who foweth difcord among bre-
thren, let us abhor them who would do any thing that might tend to-
wards a feparation of interefts or an alicnation of affetions. Let Bri-
tain and Brilifb America ever be like one heart and one foul ; he that
~ would divide, anatbema fit, let him be held accurfed by both. d

It is a remark of the wifelt king, Evél men underfiand not judgment,
but they that fear the LORD underfand [take notice of, cbferve, and
improve] all things, Prov. xxviii. 5. Let us remember then, and let
our pofterity know it, that if a prudent, proper remonftrance had
qnot been made and received, the year 1765 muft have been the fatal
year from which the lofs of American liberty muft have been dated.
Let-us alfo remember, that the year following was remarkable fot
the repeal of an actthat gave fo univerfal uneafinefs, and had like to
be {0 deftru&ive-to Britaim on each fide of the great waters. *

® The Stamp A& was to have taken place Nov. 1, 1765, and it tosk place in al
rovinces cesguered from the French and Spaniards in the laft war, alfo in moft of the
(lands, the military government of Nova-Scotis; and in Georgia flamps were ,
for thipping only. The faid aét was repesled in the houfe of comimons by s msjority

of 108, aad a majority of 34 in the houfe of Lords; and the repealing at received
‘the royal affent March 18 1766, :

C 2 If
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If we record thefe remirkable interefling events, it may not be im .
proper ‘to fubjoin: Fear Gop, honour the king, ftand faft in your
liberty, and be not entangled with the yoke of bondage.

Let us forgive our enemies and honnur our friends, the more fo
becaufe fome of them (which is a plealing honourable circumftance)
have at all times fignally diftinguithed the: felves in the caufe of li-
berty, and delerved greatly of the Britifh nation, Lct every injury
received be written in fand, and all kindnefs be preferved in marble,
and every friend of hberty and his country be held in everlafting re-
membrance.

‘The defign of the repeal wac to remove inconveniencies and con-
fequences detrimental to the Britifh kingdoms ; Jet us then do nothing
which might continus thofe inconvenicncies which that wife and fa-
lutary a& means to prevent,

Iifpecially let us never give any handle to any to call in queflion
our loyalty to the king, and our fincere and firm attachment to our
mather-country ; let us ever be 2ealous for its profperity, and pro-
mote it-to the utmoit of our power ; let each one of us fay upon this
occafion: Pray for the peace of Britain 3 they hall profper thar love
thee.  Peace be within thy wal's, and profperity within thy palaces, For
my relbren and companions fukes Fwill now fay, Peace unto tice. Be-
caufe of the beuf> ¢of the LORD our GOD I will feek thy gecd; Pfalm

cxXXii. G, %, 8, 9. Let us pay a cheariul obedience to the laws of the
realm, and on all occafions approve ouricelves worthy fubjeéts of the
befbof Kings.  Let usalways return a filial refpect to the indulgence
and tendernefs of an affctionate parent. Lt us convince even thofe
w0 have taken upon them to vility and mifreprefent the Americans
how greatly they have been miftaken, and how very unjuft have been
their inflammatory refle€lions.  Let the mean toéls of fa&ion be put
to ﬂxamc, (it they are capable of that) by a conduct the very reverfe
cf.
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of that which they would have laid to our charge Let us by well-
doing put to filence the ignorance or malice of toolith or wicked men.

~ Let every diftin€tion of names and parties, every national prejudice,
be buried in everlafling oblivion. Let the good man whoever he be,

be the object of univerfal love and elteem, and the bad man the only
obje¢t of averfion and abhorrence. Let there be no other emulation
but who fhall beft promote the good of the whole. Render to every
one his due, tribute to whom tribute, cuftom to whom cuftom, fear
to whom fear, honour to whom honour. Submit yourfelves to every
ordinance of man for the LORD’s fake, whether it be to the king as fu-
preme s or unto governors, as unio them that arc fent by bim for the pu-

nifbment of evil-doers, and for the praife of them that do well : As free,
and not ufing your liberty for a cloke of malicioufnefs, but as the fervents
of Gob 3 1 Peterii. 13, 14, 16. There is a very efiential difference -
between liberty and licentioufnefs, and it is highly criminal under pre-
tence of the one to indulge the other.  1f any excefs of this kind has
been committed, may it be fincerely repented of, and caretully avoided

for the future, fo Jpeck and fo alt as they that fhall be judged by the law |
of liberty, James ii. 13. |

- ABOVE ALL, let us ever remember, that rigbteau[ne/.r exaltet‘b

a naticn, dut fin is a reproach to any people, Prov. xiv. 34. Our tem-
poral happinefs cannot be more furely promoted, nor our civil and
religious liverties be better fecured, than by a life fuitable to the dig-
nity of our chriftian profeffion.  Chriftiani'y is a benevolent inftitu-
tion, that bears a fricndly afpet to civil government, and does not
in the leaft diminifh the natural or civil rights of the fubje&. It
teaches fuperiors to rule in the fear of Gop, and to lock upon their
fubjeéts as their fellow creatures and brethren, whofe happinels to -
promote is the very defign of their office ; it engages fubjéts to
obey for the Lorp’s fake, not only to the gentle but alfo to the fro-
ward. We cannot be good chriftians unlefs we are alfo good fub-
- Je@ts and good members of the community ; let every one then de-
part
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part from iniquity that is named after Cbrif, By promoting our
eternal we alio thall fecure our temporal welfare ; nothing that has a
tendency to make us unhappy hereafter can have any tendency to
make us happy here. 1f ever (which Gop forbid) we fhould be
curfed with a tyrannical oppreflive government, our fins muft be the
caufe of it. O let us not fin away our mercies, neither let us fin
any more left fomething worfe befal us..  'We can never be faid to be
free while we are the fervants of fin, neither can any bondage equal
that of being led captive by Sasan according to his will ; and yet this
is the cafe of every gracele(s finnsr, While they promife them liberty,
they themfelves are the [ervants of corruption : for of whom a man is
overcome, of the fame is be brought into bondage, 2 Peterii. 19. How
infignificant will our ftruggle for liberty appear, while we deliberately
give up ourfelves to be flaves unto luft ; it we abhor bondage, O! let
us at l2aft rake care that our bondage may not be eternal; chains of
eternal darknefs are the portion of every impenitent finner; and
Know ye not that to whom ye yield yourfelves to obey, bis fervants ye are
to whamye obey, whether of fin unto death, or of obedience unto righte-
oufne(s 2 Rom. vi. 16. ‘When will the poor captive begin to feel his
fetters and groan for liberty ¢ Where the f{pirit of the Lorp is theré
is liberty, and where the {pirit of the world and fin reigns there is
flavery and bondage. Every deliberate fin helps to rivet the chain,
‘and the longer vicious habits are indulged the more difficult it is to
thake off their dominion. Man was made tree, but he allo was made
good ; the finner has loft his original goodnefs, and liberty departed
from him, when he hearkened to the voice of the tempter; one can-
not be recovered without the other; if we will be truly free we muft
become truly good ; we muft be renewed in the fpirit of our mind,
and be created after Gop in righteoufnefs and true holinefs, Epb. iv.
24. This, my hearers, is the true idea of liberty, to be frecd trom
every hurtful conftraint, and to be ableto doall that tends to make
us truly happy, or elfe to be free indeed is neither more nor lefs than
to be heartily engaged for him whofe fervice is perfe& freedom.
\
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O my hearers, with what pleafure did we lately receive the news
which makes the fubje@ of our thankfgiving to-day, how did joy
fparkle in every countenance, how warmly did we fhake hands and
congratulate one another upon the occafion; we feemed like people
that had been apprehenfive of being thipwrecked and happily made
a harbour ; we feemed almoft like animals in the air pump to whom
breath and life is reftored by the return of that element : never before
have I feen any news received with equal and fo univerfal fatisfaction ;
and all that was right ; there were reafons more than fufficient for
great fear, and when they fubfided it was meet they fhould be fuc-
ceeded by joy as great: But with what woeful coldnefs and indiffe-
rence have too many carried themfelves towards the beft rews that
was ever fent from heaven upon earth ; how little have we been at-
fected with the glad tidings of great joy, that unto ys is a faviour
born.  Fefus Chrift himfelt came to preach deliverance to the captives,
to fet at liberty them that were bruifed, to preach the acceptable year:
of the Lorp; he was in bonds that he might break our chains, he
laid down his life as a ranfom for thofe that were in bondage of Sazan
and fin, he died that we might eternally live. Our king is alfe our
faviour, his fubjefts are the purchafe of his blood, and he invites
ftranger to come and kifs his {cepter, with no other view but that he
nuay have the pleafure of making them eternally happy. Behold how
much he has loved us, and how fhall we now efcape if we negleét Lis
great falvation ? How ungrateful are we to him, and how unjuft to
aurfelves, it we chufe to continue in that flavery which he has becn
at fuch amazing pains to redeem. us from. .

Come then, my friends; let us embrace this opportunity and be-
come his real fubjeéts ; let us chearfully forfake the fervice of vanity
and fir, and unrefervedly give ourfelves up to the Lorp that bought
us. How happy would it be, if from this pleafing event we might;
alfo date our fincere and hearty endeavours at leaft, to become his-
fieemen, that, being delivered from the fear of our enemies, we n;cigh:

o Ive.
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{ferve him in bolinefs and righteoujnels all the days of our life, Luke .
v5. then, and not till then, fhall we be a people really free afd truly
,happy . then will the fon make us free, and we fhall be free indeed ;

1lien thall we have a moft indifputable nghc to the glonous liberty of
‘the fons of Gop.

ke ) T X
When fhall the kingdom of Cérif extend over all the carth, and
homage be paid him by thole who fit now in darknefs and in the
thadow of death ? When fhall his gentle reign be the blifs of every
nation, ignorance, flavery, and fupcrQtition, be altogether banifhed
from the carth, and the bleflings of peace, liberty, and the gofpcl
be fcattercd over the whole wide creation ?

.For thefe things, my brethren, let us pray, thy kmgdom come,
and {ecing we look for a kingdom that cannot be fhaken, let us by
faith and holinefs be daily preparing for the fame ; therc the wxcl.ctl

gm fmm woubling m«ah" Wearg are at reit

‘Now to th: King invAfible; 1mm0rta] and etcma] to hxm who is
dble to keep us, and to prefent us before Gop with excccdmg great
_]oy, to the only wife Gop our faviour, be glory and majefty, do-|
minion and power, both now and ever. AMen. |






