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A Sermon on Covenanting.

e

o

Exopus x:z. 2

£ am tbe Lorp your Gon.

OUNT Sinai was a barren, rugged rock,
| {urrounded with an howling wildernc{s. It was,
nuumlly, of little confequence. Itderived all its ccle-
brity from the circumftance, that it was f{eleted by
Gonb, as the theatre upon which he was pleafed to ex-
hibit the moft tremendous difplays of dlvm.. majefty,
ever witnefled by mortal men. From the craggy fum-
mit of ihis Arabian mount, as the Supreme Legiflator,
he proclzimed his law to the aitonifhed 1lfraelites, ac-
companied with fcenes of the moft awful fublimity.
Not long before this memorable occafion, veiled in a
cloudy pillar, he had brought Ifrael out of Egyptian
bondage, making the briny deep fly bhitier and thither,
that the ranfomed of the Lorp might pafs through with
fafety, The better to organize them into a feparate
community, from Sinai’s flaming top, with voice of
deep-toned thunder, he announced the preccpts of the
decalogue, a tranfcript of his moral perfections.

It has been a fubjedt of conf:derable controverfy, whe-
ther the divine oracles, publithed from Sinai, exhibited
the covenant of grace, or the covenant of works, or a
national covenant between Gobp and Ifrael.  This dif-
pute, may, however, be compromifed without much
difficulty. When we confider the ten conumandments,
as ufthercd in with fuch dreadful and tremendous thun-
dersy and {anQioned with fuch heavy and awful pena]-
ties, they sppear evidently to be a re-exhibition of the
covenant of works, that the Ifrachites might be alarmed
to flee from it, to him, who had magnified this law, and
made 1t honourable.  So auguft and terribic was the
manifcftation of the divipe m:i.u/, that Mofes himfelf

il
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faidy ¢ [ ewceedingly fear and quak:”’ Heb, xii 21,
Whm we confider tte ten commandments, as founded
on the preface, viz. “ fam toe LoRD your GOD, who
Erought you out of the lard of Eg pt,” &, and lad up
in the ark, which was typical of the blefled Jefus, and
.zrcompanied with the fscrifices, and ather ceremonies,
conficcred in their evangelical fignification;; there appears,
evidently, a declaration of the covenant of grace, and
the divine law embofomed therein as a rule of life,y in
the hand of the Mediator.  The terms of this covenant
are, doubtlefs, cvangelical Privilege is made the foun-
datnon of duty and morai obligation. I am the Lorp
xr (Gop, therefore, ye aie bound to obey my com-
-mandmﬂnts. But the teno- of the old covenant requi.
red duty, as the foundation of privilege ; keep my co-
venant, that I may be your Gop. When we confider,
that a confcieatious obfervance of thofe laws was necef-
fary to {ecure a happy entrance into Canaan, and a peace-
ful refiderce therein, we may denominate them a na-
tional covenant between (30D and Ifracl,

When Gobp anncunces himfelf to be our Gop and
Lorp, it neceflarily impofes the firmedt obligation to
lay hold upon his covenant, and {folemnly engage to be
hia people.  Hence, fay the peamen of the Shorter Ca-
techifin, when fpeaking of the preface to the decalogue,
< becaufe Gop 1s the Lord, and our (101), tierclore,
we are bound 1o keep all his \commandments. That a
national covenaiit was here entered into, by Ifruel, to
ferve the l.orD, is plainly evident, not only from the
confideraticn, that the covenant of grace is here enunci-
ated, and obligation eftablifhed upon the footing of pri-
Vilegbes ; butaifo, from the folew:n adt of the Jewifh fo-
ciety, 1n binding themfelves to the performance of duty,
< All that the 1.LorRD hath Sfbekeny we will do’ Al
unto whom this revelation 1s made, are pound, by their
relationfhip to Gep, as his moral fubjeéts, to avouch
him as their LorD, and f(:lcmnly ¢ngage to the perform-
ance of the duties which hie requires 1n his lJaw., In ehe
illuftration of this {ubjedt, 1 fhall
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1. premife a few obfervations, preparatory to a far-
ther elucidation.  And,

1. Gop, the Father, San, and Spirit, is the Hu-
preme Governor of the univerfe,

2. Ail authority, o bind the confeiences of rational
beings, iz, natvrally, neceflarily, and independently,
in him, He, alone, 1s Suprews Lord of the confcience,
and hath left i fice from the doérines and co nmand-
ments of men, whica are, in any thing, contrary to the
divice law,

3. Gobp delegates a {ubordinate authority to rational
beings, in the various departments of life, to perform
alls of [elf-government, correfponding to their refpec-
tive relations,  Prov. xvi. 32. Butter 15 ¢ be that ru-
leth bis fpirit, than he that tateth a ciiy.” Toevery
adulty 10 the poticiion of rezfon, he deputes a power to
engage, bind, or oblige himielf, by promifes, vows,
oaths or covenants, to act as becometh hiis relation and
charaller in life. |

4. The fubj.cls of this delegated authority, arecither
individuals or corporations.  T'he lacteris confidered as
a moral perfon ; can make contraéls, is capaole of {imi-
lar obligatuns, and can plead and be impleaded in law,
2s well as the former,  As phyfical perlons are fubje&l
to increafe and diminutiop, by eating and cuinking, and
the neceflary evacuasions of the wniinal economy, with-

ut affelting theic (adividual paifonality 5 fo, corporaa
tions, or meral peifons, are lofing old, and recaving
n2w members 3 and yet, their moral perfonality remains
unimpatred.  That thefe two kinds of paln: are bath
fubj=&s of moral oblization, is sbundandy evident from
fcripture. For the firff, fee I'fl exix. 1c6. * [ have
Jworny and I will perform it For the fecond, fec

{on xix, 18, ¢ Five cities V,@ax’/ﬁcrar to the Lorp qf
Hopls”

5. This dclegated authority, cannot 1nterfere with the
rcquifitions of the divine Jaw. Gop canasot depute a-
ny {uch authority to his creatures,  Ther rights and Ji-

ertics, are imited by the unerring ftandard of redtitude,
which be has prefcibed.  If any obligation be enterzd
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into, or any command given, contrary to this facred rule,
it is, in its nature, null and void. Toallow that any man
might impofe an obligation, either upon himfelf, cr o-
thers, repugnant to the divine law, would be exalting
mortal man above the Sovereign of the univerfe,

6. As no depuied authority, derived from Gop, can
increafe the fupreme and infinite authority, which he hath
m himfelf; fo, nofelf-engagement of curs, canincreafe the
ebligation of his moral Jaw, or makea commanded du-
ty, in its nature, more obligatory. Neverthzlefs, all
lawful engagements have a voluntary, felf-binding otli-
gation, {uperaddcd, whereby the perfon, who negleéts the
duty, or tranfgrefles the law, to which he thus engages,
is more criminal, than he would otherwiie have been.

7. The divine iaw, is the foundation of the duty of
covenanting. It isinit, that we are authorifed tc bind
ourfelves. It gemands certaiw duties of us, and re-
quires the adoption and ufe of all lawful means to pro-
mote their performance, Among thefe means, it fug-
gefts and commands that of covenanting, as an ordi-
nance well calculated to hedge us in from immorality,
and limulate to the performance of commanded duty.,
But, tue requifition of the divine Jaw, or the morality of
the dutv, is not the formal rezfon of covenant cbiigation,
The parfenal, or reprefeniative &%, of the jurant.is ta
only feramal reafory vwhyba thing Hwoni to 1s binding,
as a covenant drty. ihe things reguired by the divips
law, are binding upon atl men, in their reficétive fiz.
tions, as moral dutics,  Whatever, therefure, the o
rality of the duty is, the rezfon of, mult be conimon (0
all. But covenanting is not common to all, but confi-
ned to a few : therefore, the morality of the dutyis not
the formal reafen of couvenant obligation.

8. 'Thereis, therefore, an intrinfic otiigativn in cove-
nants, «ylincl, though not fepargble, from thz divine
law. That thefe obligations are not feparable from the
divine law, is evident. (1.) Becaufcitis by the moral
law, that we are sxthorifed to make covenants, (2.) It
ts in the moral law, that ve are regvired to make them.
(3.) Itis in the moral law, that we are commanded to per-
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form them, when made. ‘T'hey are diftin&.  Things
may be fo, though not feparable.  Gravity and exten-
fion are diftin@, though, in all materia] fubflances, they
are infeparable.  Juflification and {anétification are dif-
né, though not feparable. In like manner, the obli-
gation of a covenaut, and the obligation of the mora)
Jaw, arc diftint, though infeparzble. Were there noin-
¢rinfic binding obligation in a vow Or covenani, the di-
vine law could no more hind or ublige us to perform them,
than ' the laws of tizz United States could oblige vs to
pay a bond, which coatained nothing but cyphers.  But
this will Jead, tn the

[1. head, to fizte the difference between this f.1f-obli-
gation, which arifes from covemanting, and the previous
obligation of the moral law. And,

1. (Gop, in his law, binds us by hisown authorita-
tive command. Deut. xii, 32. ¢ e thing frever i
command you, o3ferve 19 da it : thax Palt not add to 1t,
nar diminifp from it In our vows, we bind ourfclves,
by our ewn veluntary ach. Nunib, xxx. we arein-
formed, the jurant biads hinfeif. His act is denomina-
ted his oin bond, &c. Hence, they are cailed or vaws,
our bands, our eathsy, &<, becaufz e make them, in
the exercilz of that obligated authority, which w2 bold
from Gop, the Moral Governor, to be empluyed ta
fubfervicney to his glory.

5. Both the matter, and marnner, of our ecgzgeracnts,
or cevenants, thouid be {crupuloufly examined. it
Thefl. v. 21. % Prove all things.” T'his examina-
tion ought to be condudted, by the unerring ftandard of
re€itude. Il vitn 20, ¢ Vythe latv ari to th: t,ﬂ;'..
mony s 177 tocy [hrak it ceoavding t3 1005 Wirdy 1t 15 be-
canfe there is malicht in theni” Dut, thexamine, whe-
thor what we know to bethe law of Gob, beright or
wrong, 1s blafphemous prefumption,  Fo quelbion its
re€tituds, would be arraizaing the QOumniporent at the
tribunal of carnal reafs. Whao is bis favw muft be
pochry beiner o picturs OF Ris mora) nature, the udimate
A tard ¢ Al pedeaehs and perfocdion,

' Tenze G5, Gon’s biw Linds
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us to perfe&ion, in thought, word, ard deed, be we never
fo incapable of maintaining it. Our inability cannot
nullify Gop’s juft claim, nor make veid the fupreme
authority of hus law. That man thould, by finning,
procurs an indulgence to fin with impunity, would fet
fin above Gop, and empower it to nullify his inalien-
able claims.  The law of Gon Rill binds as much te
perfection, as it did before the fall. The cormmand of
our Saviour, Mat, v. 48, is, “ Be ye alfe perfed.”’
But vows and covenants bind only to a confeienticus
petformance of thar, which is in our power. Neither
may any man bind himf{elf to perfeclicn; for this would
be binding him[if to perform that, to which he knew
hinfelf perfe@ly inadequate, and which the word of
Gop informs us, no mere man on carth ever attained.
Rom. ili. 10, & There is none righteousy ney net one.”
Would net this be perjury 7 No vow or covenant ought
to be made, which, by the grace of Gom enabling us,
we cannot fully keep,  In PL xliv. 17. the church de-
clares, « Al this 15 come upon us, yet have we not for=
Jaken thee, nor deal: falfely in thy covenant.”” But, had
covenants bound the jurants to perfe&ion, no church, or
member of a church, while on earth, could ever have
faid fo.

4. Gop’slaw binds to perfe@ion for cver. It will
be the eternal rule of rectiiude, regulating our relation
to Gop, the Morzl Geovernor. Pf, exi. 7. 8. « A/
bis commandments are fure, they fland fafl for ever and
ever.””  ‘The fubftance of them fhall exift, even in the
manfions of irmmortality ; binding angels and men in
love to Gob, and to one another. But vows and cove-
nants are cbligatory only in this prefeus lifes. They
are intended as auxiliaries, well calculated to promote ho-
linefs and fan&tification ot charalter. But, at death,
thefe attain pericticn in the realms of blifs; thevefore,
thefe auxiliaries are unneceflary. In hell thev
can be of no fervice, for from thence there 1s nc
demption, |

5. They differ in this, that the divine law iz a » /e
of allion, in every department of life.  To thisrul {1 al’
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every aftion be brought, and by this, fhall its quality
be tried and judged. Rom. ii. 32. « 45 many as have
Jfinned in the I,aw, fhall be juuged by the law.’ Buta
covenant 1s not properly any new rule of aclion, {unlefs
in matters previoufly indiffcrent) but is rather a new
cbligation, or bond, fuperadded by our own voluntary
a&t and deed, it: which we folemnly declare, that we will
confcientioufly perform that duty, which the divine law
previoufly required.

6. The law of Gep binds all men, be they whe they
may, and whether they wili or not. We cannot con-
ceive of a rational creature;, under no obligation to love
(Gop and his neighbour. This is the effence of the mo-
ral jaw. All men are the fubjells of Heaven’s Al.
mighty Ruler, and can no more be exempted from the
obligation of his law, than they can elope from his do-
minions. But covenants bind cnly thole who have en-
tered inic than, cither perfonally, or by reprefentation,
With refpedl to thole, who enter perfonally into covenant,
I prefume their obligation will be quclioned by bus few,
With retpect to thofe, who enter into covenant, reprefes-
tatively, it is not fo generally admitted. 1 fhall, there-
[ore, endeavour, in the

1I. head, to thew, that vows and covenants may be
binding, allb, en thofe, who enter into them by reprefen-
tation,

We fhall not, in this inveftioation, avail ourfelves
of the covenant made between Gep and Adam, in which
all the buman race were reprefented 5 though this proves,
tc a demonftration, that there is nothing improper in the
nature of the thing, Iut as it may be objelted to, as
being a fingular and extracrdinary cafe, we thall cen.
deavour to feleét fuch inflances, as are not liable to this
objeCtion,  And,

1. Wehave an inftance of a covenant made by Gon
with Noah, which recoginizes pofterity. Gea. ix. g.
“ Behold, (faith the High and Lotty One) I eflablijh
my covn nant with you, and with ypur feed after vou”’

z. Another inftance, is that of the Abiakamic cove-
nart. Geen, xvite 7. ¢ Aud & will effalli/h my covenant
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{(aith GoD) between ine and thee, and thy feed aficr
thee, in their generarions, for an ever /(yimfr COVENINL }
to be a Gob unto theey, and thy feed after thee””  This
was not only zn exhibition of the covenant of grace,
but alfo a covenant of property grafted thereupon, im-
pemnﬁ, that his feed thould be very numerous, and have
Canazn for their isheritance, P cv. x1.  The rela-
tionfhip of Abraham’s feed tothis covenant, was remem-
bered and recognized by Gep, to thoufinds of genera-
tions. PI. cv. 8, And the promiffary part of it, both in
a fpiritual and temporal point of view, is, by the apoftic,
aflerted, as belonging to them. Ats ii. 3q.

3. The covenant made with Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 14,

alfo proves ihis pofition.  When travelling to Padan
Aram, in the vifion of the night, Gobp covenanted to
give untc him, and his feed, all the land of Canaan.
"T'his may be confiderad, as a renovation of the covenint
made with his grandfather Abraham. This covenant is
- caded, by his pe wf’rerity, more than z thouland years af-
ter that period. See Holl xii. 4. where they recognize
their ohligation, by that tranfaclion, in Bethel.

4. We have another inftance of this kind, Gen. 1.
24. in a covenant made between Joteph and the reft of
the children of 1frael, refpeéting his bones.  Thais they
found themfulves (}bawed te: fulfil, two hundred years af-
ter, as we are nmrrmd Exod. xiii. 19. ¢ Arnd Mofes
f2o4 1he ’;')JM‘ of Fofepls with bmz, Jor he bad fira:tly
fwom the cbildven of Iracly faying, Gobp /’m///zn ely

L0t yoiay and ye fhali mnj my bones up hence.””  This
g ..h aiica was not impofed upon them, capriciouly, by
Jm vl &8 might, perhaps,be alledged, fecing it was a mat-
ter of indifference where his hanes lav. It was an evidenice
of Jofiph’s own faithin (:; on’s promif, “ GGoD (fays
he) ,mlzfur»zy vijit )au It was alio calculated to
ftrengihea the faith ot the oppreficd brick-makers, that
Gob would e day bring them to the land, concerning
wivch he had fworn to their fathers. H“nc we rgc.u
Fich, xi. 22, « Dy fazt/a Tofepiry awhben b m.// mfzd,,

mention of the departing 'f the cmulrmq/ ]/;aﬂ, avd
pave commandment concesning bis hones,”’
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. We have another ftriking example, in which the
nbinranon of a covenant remgmzes pofterity, in Deut,
v. 2, 3. Mofes thus addrefls the Ifraclires: « The
LorDp cur Gop made a covenant with us in Hareh:
the LLORD made not this covenant with onr fathers, (on-
ly) out with us, even us, who are all of us bere alive
this dey””  There are feveral things herey particularly
worthy of nrotice.

Firfl. That this Sinaic covenant was mmade but a few
weeks aiter their departure from Egypt. See L xod.
XiX. 1. where we are informed, thar it was in the third
month, viz. Sivan, they Havmfr Jeft Egypt in the firft,
vize the month Abib. ~ Sccond, That of thof>, whom
Mofes naw addrefled, none had perfonally covcnantcd at
Sinaiy fave Caleb, the fon of Jephunneh, and Jothua,
the fon of Nunj; fre Numb, xxvi. 6, 66, The reft
of the adults bad all died in the wildernefs,  Third.
That it is now the eleventh month, of the fortieth year
of their peregrinations in thz wil: *cmcfs. Deut. i. 3.
Fourth, That thofe, wham Mof:s now addrefics, muftbe
of the three following deferiptions, namely @ (1.) Thofe
who were minors at the tranfaétion on Sinu, and fo
incapable of covenanting perfonally for themfelves ; and
(2.) Thofe who were horn after that tranfallion, (3)
Calebh and Tothua Aﬁ% thing, wortay nf potes, {35,
that, nmtwnhﬂandmn all thof: were dead, with whom
the covenant was permnaﬂv made, fave two; yet Mo-
fes exprefsly declares, that this covepant was not mads
~ with their fathers only, but with ws, (f2ys he) ever with
usy who are all of us here ulive hn day. Does not this
prove, to ademonftrationy that they were bound in the
cbligation of their anceftors ?

6. We have another example fuil in point, in the re-
novation of this fame Sinaic covenant, {Jeut, xxix. 1C,
15. where Mofes addrefles the whole congregation, w?*o
were all aflembled, from the hewor of VvOOd and the
drawer of water, to the hig! eﬁ captain and oﬂtcer i
the camo : even the hittle ones are f)em hed,  He cells
upon them to renew the covenant wnh the Lonrp, tha
fo they might be cftablifhed in the land; whithzr they
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wznt, to poffcfs it. ¢ Neither with you only, (fays he)
de I maoke this covenant, and this oath : but with bim
alfo that flandeth bere with us this day; before the
Lorw eur Gob, and alfo with him that is not here with
us this day.””  This covenant is evidently mad. botwesn
Gop and three differert defcriptions of people.  T'wo
of thefe are prefent, and the cther abfrnt. The fir/?
defeription of thefe covenantersy are afults, unto whem
Mofes addrcfies himfelf: « Nelther wwith yeu only,”
&e. The fecond, are minors, who, though prefent, 2refpo-
ken of, as being incapable of engaging, perfonally, in that
tranfaclion ; and are reprefented as only « flanding with
them””  The third, mult refpe@ children yet unborn,
who 2re fpoken of as being abfent.  Thefe could not
refer to any of the congregetion then in being, for the

were every cne nrefent: yet with all thefe charadlers,
rafpectively, was this covenant folemnly made,

7. Another inftince occurs, in the covenant made be-
tween Jofhua and the princes of the congregation, on
the one fide, and the Gibeonites on the other,  Ses Jof.
1X. in chapter thiouphout, This leegue, made by
Jofhua, and recopnized and ratified by the princes, was
obligatory, bot only vpon the congicgation then exifs
tag, but alfo upon their poflerity,  Betwceen four and
Ttve Lusidred vears after this tranfadtion, the children of
livact were vifited with a fevere famine, in the days of
David. 24 Sam. xxi, . when they enquirc at the
£.0R D, they are peintedly told, ¢ That it was for Saul,
ard for nis blasdy houfe, becanfe be lew the Grbeanites.”
Ploreover, in e fecond verfe, there is a recognition of
hat very covenant, and their breach of itis ftated as the
formal ground of the divine Ccifpleafure. Had it not
Been for the covenant engagement, their condu& would
not have been imputed to them as a tranfareflion; for
thele Gibeonites belonged to the feven nations of Caw
naan, the cup of whofe iniquity was fuily and whorn
Gob had otherwife devoted to deftruction.

8. Anaother flriking nftance of covenant obligation
being  tranfmitted to pefterity, is to be found in Jof.
Xie 10, % The houfe 6f Ifracl, and the heufe of Fudah,
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have broken my covenant, which Iixade with their fa-
thers,”  Now, it s plain, had this covenant been in no
{enfe made with them, b) reprefntation in their fathers,
they could nover have been ciurceid with the breach of
it.  {sop charpes nens with breach of covenant, maide
au o ir tathore, sut thefe wao have really covenanted in
their fathers: bt he charges the children of Irac] with
breach of covenant made with their fathors, tn the rext
aliudcd tay thercforey the children of Livael hed rea’ly
covenanted 1 their fithors,

9. This pofinen s abic evident fiom the & -Qring of in-
fant baptifm.  E-tween the parent a-d ehild tierc s a
reprefentative identity, fo, that whatever 1s done by the
parent, tn this rep:c{.nunve charadter, 15 virtually done
by the childy and then the dred of the one becomes obli-
gatory upon the other.  1f this be denied, infant bap-
tifm is altogether ulelefs,  Faither the child, when
come to matwiity, is bound by the oblizations luid upon
the futher, or he is not, If heis bound) thae s the
thing contended for.  If he is not, the bapufin is ufelefs,
as it wants what is effential to a facrame nt, viz. oblia
gation, or ¢ engagement to be the Lord’s.””  Heoushe,
of courfe, to have the erdinance adminiftered to i, as
an adult. If, thercfore, the do&irine of covenant rb-
ligation being tranfmitted to poft=rity, by reprefentation,
be UCRI~.d, infant baptifim falls to the ground,

. This doétrine s 2liorecognized by the civil prac.
tice a\f maakind, in bonds and ‘indentures. Thef: ars
allywed tobind the heirs of the perfons md.‘mmg. Thc

objuﬁt.(m efually made to this, viz. ¢« That the obli:r:
tion arifss from the perfons coming in to poff fs the in-
heritance of the doceafid 5 buty fhould they ddcliin 2l
intereit in the eltate, the obhization could not exter. lto
them,” is eafily fetafide.  Admirnns it for a moanee,
then the c},sldrcn, or poftesity, who choofl: toiieric the
religions citate of their anceftors, arey confiain 1y,
bound. Butis it mersiy eptional, whether they roecive
l’ze isheritance or not P Kither thew rodigious eftir: o o
irates with the divine law, or it do2s rot. Lo s

=
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Lound to receive it.  Dut, if it be agreeable to the divine
law, we are bound, at our peril, to accept the inheri-
tance, and endeavour to tranfniit ity with improvements,
to fuccceding cenerations.  When Gob eftablifhied his
teftimony in lfrael, he charged the fathers to fhew it to
their pofterity. PPl lxxviii. 5.

ri. ‘Thisis further evident, from the generaly I had
aimoft faid univerfal, praltice of civil communities.
National decds are confidered as obligatory, not only on
the generation exifting, when the thing is tranfadted, but
alfo on their pofterity.  Suppofe, for exampic, that the
United States had borrowed one million of dollars from
the court of Verfailles, during the late ftruggle with
Britain, which debt, through certain national embarrafl-
fa.ntsy, fhould remain unliquidated for fifty years to
come. The generation, for whofe immediate exigen-
cies the moricy was borrowed, would be then nca?ly
all extinét, Would the generation, then exifiing, be
under any moral obligation to make payment ? If they
would, who bound them ¢ if they would not, where is
national faith ? In thefe matters, nations and individuais
come under the fame cenfideration. Moral engagements
arc ubligatory on individuals, either while they live, or
until the articles unto which they engage, are fulfilled,
" he fame is the cafe with focicties or nations.  They
centinte bound, till every article of the bond is fulfil-
led.  If the bond contemplates accidental debts, fuch as
the one above mentioncd, the cbligation may be tempo-
ravy, and termiinates with jts liquidation.  If it con-
tempiates thole debts which are neceffury, and infepara-
ble from cur exiftencey its obligation is perpetuel.  OF
this kind 2re rehiginus bonds and coverants, which con-
temnplate the dutics reeuwed by the divine law, and
which neceflazily bind vs, from cur relatioi to the Moral
Goverror. In the cafe of an individual, thefe bonds
are obligatory threugh Iife : 1nthe cale of a communi-
tv, while it coitinues to exift,  But, as all bonds and
covenants are not perpetuaily binding, it will be proper,
in the

1V, herd, tofaew fome 27 the things which are n:.
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ceflary to conflitute perpetual obligationl  And,

1. The partics contraching, ma:ft be perinanent.  Je
will fcarce be neceflary to fuge ety herey that this perma-
nency is to be undirftood in a rilctive and lunieed fenfe,
N.tonal focicties aad corporations cany in no other
fcofs, be called permanent. It mufl; thereforey upon
the largeft ca.culationy be limited by the duration of
this warld,  In the world to come, they fhall have no
national or corporate exiftence.  Permanency is attri-
buted to them, becaufe their exiitence is continued from
gencration to generation 5 and in this fenfe, they are faid
not to die.  Beyond thefe limits, the duration of nation-
al contraéls caanot extend; for, this would be length-
ening out obligatioa beyond the exiftence of its fubje&s,
Such focieties and corporations, are fit fubjells of per-
pstual obligation, in the fenfe already explained.  And
when the bend contemplates cutics of 2 moral, and,
conizquently, of a permanent natuse, they wiil be bound
as long as they continue to exift under thefe characters,
In honds and csvenants of this nature, while focictics
are vound in their focial capacity, during their focial ex-
t{tence, individuals are bound in their individual capaci-
ty. during their individual exiftence in this world, whe-
ther as members of that community, or any other.  As
Jong, thercfore, as the national focietics of Britain and
Ireland continue to exift, and G oD remains uachange-
able, they will be under covenant obligation to perforin
- the dutics required by the moral law.

2. ‘T'he matter muft be morzl. The matter of hu-
man condudl, as it refpeéls the divine law, is confidered,
by moralifts, as being cither rigbty wrong, or inaiffer-
ext. What is.wrong, though fworn to, can ncither
bind the jurant himfelf, norany wbom he reprefents.  To
that which is imf"ﬂ’rent, a perfon may bind himfelf, and,
when bound, ought to perform, though it fhould be
produldive of patural cvil to him. Pf. xv. 4. But,
oblizations to thing< merely indifferent, caniot be tranf-
mitted to pollerity. Whenever we find examples in
cipture, of thinesy in themflves ino fforent, bring
bouied vpan poltirity, there 2ie conpectd with them,

~
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certain circumftances calculated to promote helinefs and
farn&ification of charalter, which diveft them, for a
time, of this indifferent nature. This, we prefume,
was the cafe, in the inftance of Joleph’s binding the
children of Ifrael to carry his bones to the land of pro-
mife, 2s mentioned above. But fuch things are not
perpetually binding ; and being, in their nature, change-
able, vary with the change of thofe circumflances which
fuggefted them. Thofe things, therefore, in themfelves
right, and thofe alone, can properly conftitute the mat-
ter of perpetual obligaticn, The dutics required by the
moral law, are permanent, and, as moral duties, are ob-
ligatory, antecedently to all covenanting ; and will be
eternally binding on all rational {ubjelts, when the duty
of covenanting fhall ceafe to exift. Such we confider
the duties, conteined in the Covenants National and
Solenin League of Britain and Ireland. If there is a-
ny thing in thefe inftruments, of a circumftantial nacure,
we admit it may very with the circum{tances which
preduced it: but whatever ic moral, will remu.in as per-
manent as thefe nations, and as unchangeable as the
great Legiflator.

2. The end muft bz gond, and that perpetually. The
ultimate end of all our altions, ought to be the glory of
Gob; and, fubordinate thereto, our enjoyment of him
here,.and hereafter.  Without this ingredient, no a&ion
can be formally goed, 1n the fight of Gop, becaufe, it
wants one of thefe eflentials, whicli his law requires,
Thus, though Jehu's removing of the worthippers of
Baal was materially good, being, in the matter of it,
what G oD commended ; yet, 2s his end was {elf-aggran-
dizement, and not the glory of (3op, his condudt will
not ftand in she baiances of the fan&uary.  JThus, Hcf.
i. 4. Goo threatens, that he ¢ will avenge the blood of
Fezreel upon the boufe of Febu” The end, therefore,
muft be, fupremely the gliry of Gob, and fubordinate
thereto, the good of focietv, and the means fuch as he
himfelf has prefcribed.  That thefe are the oftenfible
ends which our anceftors in Britain and Ir:lard had in
view, will be afcertained from the inltruments them.
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felves. See the National Covenant, where the cnds
propofed, are, « For dsfence of the truc religion, as
“it was then reformed, and is exprefled in the Confef-
“ fion of Faith, which had been for many ycars, with a
“ blefling from Heaven, preached and prof:fied in this
“ kirk and kingdom, as Gon’s undoubted truth, groun-
“ded caly upon his written word,  And for inzintain-
“ing the king’s majefty, his perfon, and eftote,” And
in the Solemn League and Covenant, the Covenanters
thus exprefs themfelves: « Having before our cyes the
“glory of (0D, and the advancemsnt of the kingdom
““ of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the honour and happinels of
“ the king’s mejeity, and the true public Libzrty, fatity,
“and peace of the kinydoms, whercia every oae’s pri-
¢ vate condition is included.’””  ‘Thefe are the ends pru=
pofi 1 by our reforming uncefiors, when eatwiing into
folemn national engagements to Gobp.  T'nat many of
them were fincere, we have no right to queltion. Though
others dealt deceitfully with Gob, this no msore invali.
dates their national Jeed, required by the divine T4w,
than a member of congrefs voting for a bitiy with finifer
and malignant views, nuliifies its national obligaticn,
w'.on palled tnto 2 law.

4. 'I'he debt, the Huyment of which the boad or co-
venant contemplates, muit be perpetuals Ie can never
be dimimiflied by continual payments, or corne to finai
ternmination. [t contemplates our duty to Gop «nd to
man. ‘The time will never comz when this debt fhall
ceafe to be due. Love to Goo and ¢ nrizhbours
ought to be conftantly a paying, yet fhall never be finai-
Iy paid.  This is the debty fubiltantizlly confidered,
which thefe bonds of nerpetual obligation chicfly contem-
plate.  'This is the fum and fubftance of the nioral law.
From the intercourfe of mzn in [eciety, obligations of
a particular and adventitious nature; will frequentiv arifs.
The payment of th:{= is enjoined by the obligation of
the bond or covenant, now u.der confideration, as well
as by the moral law. But, when ] thel: are paid, tne
cbligation ftill remaius, to perform every duty, which
may arife out of every uzw contradt and rzlaticn in life.
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If the debt were not peninanent, asither couid the obli-
gation.  Au obifpation to pay, when theie 15 no parti-
cular oebi to be paid, 1s umntclhm‘n

5, The bongd muﬁ, either txplscum or by neceffary
imphcatmn, coricemplate pofterity.  When the national
deed refpects the confientious pericrmance of moral du
ties, boik to Gon and man, all are nationally bound.
Whee. will this obligation ceafe ? s not the moral law
unchangeable 7 Will it not continue *a be the rule re-
gu]atmg our relation to Gop, our Creator and LLorn?
Whether, ti.crefore, the obligation of pofterity be expli-
citly afferted, or not; the nature of the duties engaged
to, the exprefs command of Gorp, c‘r‘_;ommg the fiipula-
tion, and his charging future generations with the breach
thereczf neceffarily fuppole, that they are contemplated,
hy reprefentatamm, in their anceflors, Jer. xi. 30.  But,
i the covenants of cur ancefors, in Britain and Ireland,
there are claufes expreflive of perpetuity. In that arti-g
cle of the National (Covenant, {ubfcribed in the year
1638, they thus exprefs themfelveq « Being convine
“ced in our minds, and confufiing with cur mouths,
“ that the prefent and fucceeding ge mrationc in this land,
¢ are bound to keap the forefsid oath and fut:f: tien in-
“violable.” In the firft article of the Soliin Ih,ague,
they exprefs themfelves thus: ¢ That we, and cur pof-
“terity after us, may, as brethren, live in futh and
“love. And t}‘e [.orp may delight to dwellin the
“ midft of us.”  Audin article Afih; « We fhall en-
¢ deavour that they may renain coijandd in 2 firm peace
¢ and union, toall pefturity.”  Thus we find thefe co-
venants poflufs every thir g, which may be calculated to
extend their obhgatmn o fucce: «ing ages.  The con-
tralting parties, viz. (Gcp and the nation, are perma-
nent ; the matter is jult, being the very things required
by the divine law; theei?s are good, the 'Llory of Gop
and gocd of fociety; the debt flipulated to be paid,
though always a paving, can never be brought to a final
termination ; and our anccitors contemplated us, in ma-
king thefe engagzmients.  But, that it may appear that
this mean of promoting holinefs and fan&ification, is
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not peculiar to the Jewith difpcnfation, I fhall endea-
vour, 1n the .

V. head, to prove the mo.ality of this duty, in New
Teftament tirnes.  And,

1. Covenanting is a duty exprefily commanded in
feripture. PL Ixavic v € fow 1o he Lerb your
Gob, and pay”” It will te incumbent, thereiore, on
thofe wha deny its propricty, in New "T'eftament times,
to thew, that it is fomewhere abrogated. I know nn
other way it can be abrogated, but eitiicr by exprefs pre-
cept, approved example, or neceflury confequence.
Once ever it is demonfirated to be repealed, by any of
thefe modes, we fhall confider ouifelves bound to relin-
quith it, Till then, i.s oppofers willy at leaflt, cx-
cufe us.

2. Scripture prophecies, refpe€ing New Tellament
times, fpeak of it as a bleffiug, and privilege. ifai, xix.
18, ¢ In that day (namely, in the (ofpel difpenfation,
when the Gentile world fhall be called)} frve cities in ¢/
land of Egypt fhall [peak the langrage of Caxaan, and
fwear to the LorD of Hoffs,”? &c.  And,in the twen-
ty-firft verfe, when f{peaking of the progrefs of light
and information, among the Gentile converts, we read :
“ And the LoRD fhall be known to Egyst, and the E-
rystians fhall knew the 1LORD in that day, axd fhall ds
facrifice and oblation, yea, they fhall vow a vow unta
the Lorp, and perform it.”>  Here we find, engaging
in this duty fpoken of, as a confiderable attainment in
religious refarmation.

3. The New Teftamant, itfelf, recoguizes ity 2d Cor.
vii, 5. when the apofile is commending the liberality
of the church of Macedonia, and their willingnefe in
contributing to the exigencies of the paor faints ar Jerufa-
femny he fays, « This they didy not as we bspedy but fr/?,
gave their own {elves to the Lord, and unts usy by the 20/}
of (op.””  Here, we have not only the duty of cove-
nanting necefluily implicd, but we bave a1l a phrafeo-
logy, of the fame import with that ufed in Old Teflla-
went tumes,  Uhey gave themf:loes usito the Lord, and
vinto one anciher.  12oss covcha.zting involve any iy

1 2
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more, than laying hold of Gon’s covenait, and folemi-
Iy enga_ing, confcientioufly to perform all perfonal and
relative duties ! This tranfa&tion of the Macedonians,
cannot allude to their entering into church communion,
for they were inan organized capacity, previcufly to
this folemn a&.  Neither can it rcfpe@ facramental com-
n:union; which, though it involves cevenanting unto
Gop, could not be reafonably fuppofed to have exces.
ded the apoftle’s Lopes and expe&ations cencerning
themy, as raany of them believed, and chearfully embra-
C:‘?d the Gofpel. A&s xvil. 14. It muit, thercfore, In
ail probability, refpeét folemn focial covenanting, in
their organized church capacity.  The language of this
tranfaction, toall who would wifh tofellow the foot-
fteps of the fiocl s, of courle, % Go ye and da iike-
1'(72'/:4.”

4. It was a fpecial priviiege of the Jewifh church,
and 1t would be unreafonable to fuppofe thefe privileges
adridged, under the New Teftament difpenfstion. If
we have not this privilege itfelf, is there any thing come
in the room of it ? If there is, what isit? If there is
not, then the prefent difpenfation, in this particular,
is more limited than the Jewifh economy, though the
latter, in comparifon of the former, is denominated a
fyftem of ¢ beggarly elements” —-a difpenfation of ¢ dar«-
nefs, bendage, and terror.)”’

5. Its morality, in New Teftament times, fcems e-
vident, from the very nature of it. It involves an oath
of allegiance to Gop, as our Gop in Chrift Jefus.
"There is, furely, nothing typical in the words of the pre-
face to the ten commandments, When Gop declares
himfelf, in thefe words, to be the LORD our (Gob; does
not this imply an obligation on us, to avouch him, as
our Gop, andfolemnly engage to be his people 7 More-
over, to this purpofe, we read, in Hof. ii. 23. when
times of refrefhing are fent from the prefence of the
L.orD, and the people are difpofed to return to their al-
legiance to the Almighty, he declares, « I will fay to
them that were not my people, thou art my people; and
they fhall [ay, theu art my Gop,” If it be lawful to
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fwear allegiance to an carthly ruler, can it be unlawful
tc {fwear to the Ruler of the univeift? If one may do
this, may not two ? If two, why may not a thoufand
If nations may bind them fxlves 10 perform civil duties,
to individuals or communities, may they not bind them.
felves, alfo, to perform thof: duti-s, which they owe G
the Gon of heaven and carth.

0. ‘The duty of covennting is involved in the very
nature of the church’s relationto Gop, as a new cove-
nant Gop in Chrift Jefus, (Gop ftands related to her,
in the charalter of a }*uimvl Izl live 50 ¢ Thy Maker
is thy Hufband? Che {tands related to Chrift, and to
Gop in Chrifty in thc charadter of a bride, or fpoufe,
Hence, in ]uhn’s vilton, fhe is calied < the oride, the
Lamd’s wife””  'This relationthip is not confined to the
internal my{iical union, which takes pi;.ce in the hoeur
¢t converlion, but extends to, aind ciothes itfelf wnm,
external fignificant alls.  INor are thele peculiar to in-
dividuals, But common 10 [acietics, both great and (mal..
To thus purpofe, we read, Ifal Ixite 4. Thou fhalt
Wy inire be tevined, }37,;/:, Levsy meither /7) i/l thy land any
msre be icrimed, Defolate : but thou fhail be called H. p/y-
zi-bah, and rby lasd wa’“", Jorthe Lowvw delightct’y
z'rz z‘bee, 274 1y lu, JEal be marvicd”’ Nuw, how

a land can be married to (3ow, if national covenanting
b° deniedy 1 cumch, I cannot undoritand,

The u mty of ¢ w:nam;sw, ailowing it not o
be for..x: den, would judifly the pradlifing of it. Iiis
an excellent mean of promoting .:hmi», and m.&iﬁ
caticn of charafter. The cemmon, nay the almoft uni-
veilal pr:u”me, of mankind, in reguiring oaths, as the
higheit fecurity they can pofibiy « btmn, that witacfics
will be candid and tagenuous in attething the faéls which
are difputed, teltifies, that t‘*.ej conficer tiern caiculated
to promote truth.  "Iiuis is, @il the dodirine of rhe fa-
cred oracles. ¢ ,4/. orfb]ur confirinatica i the end o aii
firife,’”’ Ahu, it is were dikely e 3 will tdl the
truth, when thev cre folsmnly {worny {0 it is morg Litely,
that t! cle, who thus [Dlemn y engage to confvicntioufi (s
induty, will becareful o parformance. Ve are a3 prog
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to fin now-a-days, as the Jews were of old ; and, confe-
quently, ftand in as much need of being hedged in te
duty, and ftimulated to holinefs in life and converfation.

8. Gop has fignally countenanced thz performance
of this duty, by the outpourings of his buirit, preparing
thofe, who had thus devoted them{iives to his fervice,
to ftand the fiery trial.  Fle bas called cut a great cloud
of witneffes, engaged to him by covenant, to feal their
tetimony with their bloed, and has acknowledged them,
with teltimonials of approbationy even amidft the moft
excruciating torments. Nay we not {ay, then, refpec-
ting the manifeftations of divine favour to his honoured
martyrs, as Manozh’s wife {uid, upon the departure of
the angel, Judg. xiii. 23, ¢ ]f the L.ORD were pleafed
to kill us, be would not have recerved a burnt-offeiing
'm(l a meat-offering at our hzuds’ In like manner,
hai thefe covenants heen difp !e"]no to (Gop, would he
have fo finpularly countenaicid ! the ancr heers, when
dragged to tae iiakv or fc.u‘mlu, by thuir barbarous per-
fecutors,  Having endeavoured to fhew fome reafons of
the morality of covenan*mcr, in New Teftament times,
it may be proper, in the

VI. head, to mention fome of the timss and {eafons,
when Providence more particuiarly calls a nation, or
churchy afually and publicly, to ellny this duty.

Public focial co Venanting, ts not n jfated and urciz'nmy
duty, but, occafional and extraordizary.  In crcer duly
to afcertain the tives and feafons when tnis duty fn,’.}n*
be efiayed, it will be neceflary te pay 2ttention to the
occurrences of Divine Providsnce, which the zpproved
examples of the fuints may hzwe, as 1t were, confecra-
ted to thele p.rtncu.ar exercifes. A few of thefe fealons
we fhall now endeavour to coumcrates And,

1. A time of public humihation, for our ap(.xm:y from
Gob, 15 a fuitable feafon for engaging in this duty.
Thus, we are nformu, in J‘., l. 4, 5. ¢ /n t/)o]
daysy and at that time, /a,zf) the LLORD, the children of
]/mu, mu tee chddren of }'udnb, Jhall come torcther,
asing gnd westfury they Lok the Lovp their (vOD.
1”‘1" YA way to Lisny with their faces thither-
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ward ; faying. come and let us yoin . Nf:"z’f’f ta the LORD,
1% npﬂrprmal covenant, that f2allnet b firgotten,” Deep

fenfibility, on account of ‘m, and confzfion of guilt and
iniquity before (30D, are fuitable to, and ought to be con-
comitants of, thele iﬁ»lcmu exercifes,  Sech a feajon, and
fimilar exercifes, accompanicd the cenovation of the Sinai

covenant, as recorded Deut. xxix. near the clofe.  Af-
ter their exampley our anceflors conne&ed, with a fimi-
Jar tranfation, 2 public acknowledyment of their tranf-
grcﬂ’xon&

We are authorifed to efliy this duty, when the
LORD is }maf'h to anncunce imes of pubhc revival,
and give evidences of national reformation.  "Lhus, we
hnd 2d Kings x"n.. 3. under the favourable aufpices oi

e pinus Jofiahy a reforming king of Judah, the naticn
s cg,l?,d to public covenanting, as a noted mean of pro-
mating n;xtimm! reformation, And Joliahy himfult, 1s -
mong the mefl forward, in this very laudabhle exoreife,
 And the king flasd by a pillary, ard made a covenant
before tie LORD, trwalta ﬂcr the 1LORD, awd keep bis
commandments and bis t:fiimonics . and bis fMatutes, z"'z‘J
all therr bearts, and 'wn‘b all their /MZS o prosdorig the
word: oftms covenant, which werve wyitien in t1:y beok :

and all the people flood to the covenuat””  Tive, alih,
was the practice of ourrenownsd anceois tn Brirain,
"They confidered thofe folomn erzacemants o (20D, and
o5 anot !*cr, as caicuiated to fticrgthen their handsy in
) 3.9 W(!rk of the LOnD, prz,:.,»ot\, utngl C();‘;iidumc, ;z,nd
give energy to their opc.a'iom They, of confequence,
frequemly efflayed this duty, during the rcf >rmmg parind.

. Times of thankfwvmg, for public Jeliverance
from nationa) c.zlammes, are alfo legitimated, by the ex-
ample of the pecple of (JOI‘, as foitable feafos for ef-
faymg this duty,  Thus, 2d Kings xi. 12, and 17, and
26, when the reins of government were wrenched out
cf the hands of the wicked Athaliah, after fix years u-
furpation, and Jehoafh, the young prince, reftored ts
the people, ¢ Fehoiada made a covenant beiween the LOR D
and the king, and the pecpley that they fhould be the Lord’s
people o between the king alfey and the pe.;l2m—and s
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the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was guret)’
Here, they confidered this public deliverance, as b'mo'
a proper occafion for entering into national ublsga:mns
to Gob, fto obey and ferve “him.  This pra&ice, m
fuch occafions, is alfo exprefsly enjoined upon Ifrael,

the Plalmift, in the Ixxvi. Plalm, and 11th verfe, Thx
plalm was pennﬂd on that very memnorable occaflion of
the deftru€ion of Sennacherib’s army, before the walls
of Jerufalem. ¢ Vow, and pay tc the LorDp your
Gon.”  Such, alfo, was the practice of the reformers
in Britain, when emancipated from the galling yoke of
antichriftian dominatien,

4. Times of public defe&ions and apoftacy from COE,
when, as Solomon fays, ¢ the hearis of men jrem fet in
them to do evil” cail loudly for engaging in this impor-
tant duty., ‘Thus, we find the children of Ifrael, not
withftanding the marvelleus things which Gobp did for
thein in ng;m at the Red S-a, and in the wild-rnefs,
prone to back{lide and apoftaiize from him, wio had been
thetr Savicur, T the xxix. chap. of Decut. 14th and
15th verf=s, Mefes, before his death, cails uponthem to
renew their covenant wuh (Gon; that fo, as far zs
tmeans could go, he might tie vp thar haan frem rebel.
lion ag2intt Gep. Ia ke manner, Jothua, beivre his
death, findina the people froward aud fHifr-necked, con- .
venes them .‘,zg\th:r, and calis upon thom to renew thei
engrzement to the LorD Gon of their fathers, ;Ir}i'.
X NIV, Ty 25, So Fafbua made a covemant with the
people that dﬂ)', and [zt them a flatute and an ordinance
in Shechen”” Alter thefe laudable examyies, the Bri-
tith reformers, amidit great national d"fwtmns, cfpeci-
ally at the remlutnn fettlement, 1enc *wed their covenant
with Gop, as a mean of acquiring new invigoration in
promoting his glory, and ftability in contending againft
the enemics of reformaticn.

Times of finguiar and eminent out-pourings of
the Spirit of Gob, are ailo fic and proper feafuns for
publicly recogunizing our obhigation to (50D, and enter-
inr wto covenant with bim, When a new and divine
snergy fills the fou!, and warms and animates the affce-
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tions, nothing fhort of 2 marriage relation to Gop, pub.
licly ﬁJ!emrzzW‘ will fatisfy.  'Thus, we read, in I
xlive 3, 5. < For Twill pour out water on him that is
thirfly, and ﬁaorl; on the dry grouad 3 I will pour out my
Sperit upon thy ﬁed and my bleﬂ' ing upon thine offspring.”’
And wh:zt do we find to be the Cc)nfnquencc of this ¢ffu-
fion of the Spiric? The fuft ¢ fet, produced by thefe
former and lattcr raine of heaveny is {piritual vegeta-
tion, ¢ They fhall (pring up as among the grn/}, and as
willows by the water courfes”” T his gmwth being be-~

gun, they eagagein the butinefs of covenunting, ¢ One
all fay, Tam the Lorn’s; and ancther fhall call him-
Jelf by the name of “facob: and another fhall fubjerite
with bis hand unto the LLorD, and firname himfelf by
the mame of Jjracl”” This worthy example the Bii-
tith refrmers followed, in their valiant ﬂrugglc to pro-
pagate the religion of Jefus. (50D countenanced them
with fingulir out-pourings of his Spirit, and times of
eminent refrefhing from “his blefld prefence, as their
works, to this da/, clearsy evince. What do we find
them then engaging tof They give themfelves away
unto oD, in our everlailing covenant, not to be for-
gotter:

6 When a church, or natior, is fubjelled to the
immediate preflure of calamitous circumftunces, it may
be a very fuitable time for folemn public covenanting to
Gop. For this nraétice, wa have the example of the
church, in the days of Nehemish, when fubjeled to
the wanton dominion of the Periun monarch, and ‘his
infidious rourt parafites. Neh. ix. 36, 38 they thus
complain: ¢ Behslly we are feruvants this diy, . ¢f
the land that thon f*aw’i unty gur fathers, ta eat the
Sfruit fbera'y‘, and the 0001 t’em/f behold wz ave fir-
vastsin . And it yieldeth much increafe unts zm kins
whom 1} 2 /:vm’ [t ewer us, brcasfe of our Jous u/,a,
i‘f)f)' kave r. i 'm over gur bodics, ard over our cattlz,
at their plecjurey aundwe arein sreat di?r s Und-r
thele cmm u';“.'* circursiiances, thoy engage in the iy
of punlic covennnting, o3 an exoolicat imoan of ¢hram-

)

Wwig dediveraice from thefe ditledls, Fiovce, ot
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next verfe, they fay, « Aud, becaufe of all this, we
make a fure covenant, and write it and our princes,
Levites, and pricfls, feal unto it.”’ 1In determining
the proper feafon for engeping in this important duty,
great attenton s necdl vy to the  peculiar come
pleétion of Divine Frovidencs, comparing our  cir-
cumtt: .ces aud ficuation with the approved examples of
th. firks that vave oone before us.e I hife who are
a.’nolve, myy r‘x_pt'& dire¢tion PL cvii 43. ¢ [V/?q/a
10wy o Da il obferve thofe things, even they flall un-
deovico oo outng kindnefs of the LORD.”  But, as the
G0l aavaiced on this i'ul‘,j'cc.i of covf:nanting, 15
soech controvercsed, it wall ke propery in the

Vil head, to ubviate foniz of the objetions made
thoren,

1hpeiion 1. ¢ Cuvenanting is altogether unnecefla-
ro. becautey, whats i f) cught to te dene, indepen-
€. nily of any other obhgation; and if wrong, all obli-
gairene to perform ity areinvahd.”

Aufrwer. This objeélion proves too much, and, con-
f.quainidy, proves nathing at all, Were the obje@icn
valid, then cli promifes weuld be ufelefs and infignifi-
cant, ¢ xcept i mere matters of indifferences Allroaths,
twlifying the truth between man and man, weuld te
unneceflary appecls to Heaven, When a perfin is cal-
led before a court of jutlice, to give evidence in any li-
tigated matter, he is indifpeciubly bound, by the rinth
precept of the deecalepuey to tell the truth without re-
fzrve,  Then,y according to this obiellion, it would be
virong to call upon kim 1o {wear, becaufe he is bound
alircady,  But, thisis contrary both to the facred oracles,
which inform ns, Feb. vie 16, that <« an sath Jfor con=
fiimation, is an end 6/ all fivie” and ta tie comron
ferife of mankind, as is evident in ail judicatories, as
weil el as cocloaafticall The wiwcls recognizes
the obligetion of the meral law, and Olemnly binds
hen (A3, by his own all and Jeed, confeientioufly to pora
form what it requires. In Lke mannery 1o covenanting

to (Cop, we confider ourlelves bonid, by the mory
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1y recognize, and bind ourfclves, by our own alt and
decd, to a confcientious performance. And, as the wit-
nefs, when fworn, i¥ he tells what i5 not true, 1s guilty,
not only cf a lie, but alfo of perjury; fo, apoftate co-
venanters are guilty of a breach, not only of moral du-
ty, but ai®o, of folemn engagements. And as, by the
general confent of mankind, it is admitted, that there
is more probability a perfon will tell the truth, when
duly fworn ; fo, it is probable, that thole, who folemnly
covenant to Gop, will be more confcientious :n the
performance of duty, |

Obj. 2. « But thefe covenants, for which you cona
tend, were only oaths of allegiance, and, confequently,
can have no obligation, when you remove to a foreign
land.” - |

Anf. It will be admitted, that they were oaths of al-
legiance ; but, it was primarily .to the Governor of the
univerfe, and fecondarily to the government, while
continuing to profecutc the f{pirit of thefe covenants,
and the interefts of rHeaven’s Almighty Ruler. With
refpect to the fir/?, let us examine whether any of thofe
circumftances, which can diflolve allegiance, has altually
taken place. Allegiance may ceafe, by any of the three
tollowing means : Firft, by the diffulution of the dynaf-
tv, or government, when things revert to an original
{flate of nature. Second, by emigration. Allegiance
and prote&tion being reciprocal, when the latter is no
longer neceflary, the former, of confequence, ceafes.
Third, by breach of the mutual compaét, on the part
of the government.  This compa@, being neceflarily in-
volved in the relation between the governed and the
governor, ceafes to bind the former, when violated and
broken through by the latter.  Has any of thi{: shings
taken place, to diffolve our allegiance to the Supreme
Ruler ¥ The fir/? has not; for, Gop i yet Governor of
all the earth, and we are warranted to {ay, asin Rev.
xix. 6.« The Lorn GoOD amnipotent reigneth.””  Neis
sher can the fecond take pla. ey tor we canuot clope from
Yisdonminions, Lo vxiv, 5. s Theearth is the Lorp’s,
and the fulnefs therenp,””  Nuory canthe third ever come

K
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te pafs. (Gobp has never violated his covenant with his
people.  Sooner will he furget the ordinances of Heaven,
that the grateful viciffitudes of the feafons, and the cheer-
ful . 'ht of day, fhould ceafe, than he will forget his
covenwit with the feed of Ifrael. No! The moun-
tains may depart, and the hills be removed—but, the co-
venant of his peace thall never be removed. Ifai. liv. 10.

The oath of allegiance to the government of Britain,
even were it morally conflituted, however, ceafes.  The
conditions, on which it was entered into, no lorer exift,

Seeing we have emigrated from that country, the obli-
gation, of courfe, is null and void. Bur, our relation
to Gop ftill remains the fame.  And even by that par¢
of the covenant, which refpeis allegiance to government,
we hold ourfelves ftill fo far bound, that, whenever we
find legitimate rulers, in the land where we live, we
will confider the duty of fubjeélion, for conlcience fake,
not only as-a moral duty, required by the divine law,
but alfo, as a duty unto which we are bound by cove-
nant. - - |
~ Obj. 3. « But thefe covenants were localy and requi-
red the performance only of /scalduties, and, confequent-
ly, are nut obligatory in other lands.”

- Anf. This objetion 15 virtually anfwered, in remo-
vipg the one immediately preceding. It is admitted,
therc are local peculiaritics conne@ed with the fubftance
of thefe covenznes.  For thefe local peculiarities, we do
not contend.  In our terms of communion, adapted to
our exifting circumftances, in the United States, when
recognizing the obligation of thefe covenants, we de-
clare, that ¢ This obligation is not to be confidered as
exterdiag to thofe things which are peculiar vo, and prac-
ticable only in, the ‘Britfh ifles ; but only to fuch moral
dutics, as are {ubftantially the fame in all }ands.”” What-
ever things in thele bonds were of 3 circumftantial na-
ture, as we have hinted above, may vary with a change
of circunftances.  But our relation to Gob, is not z
circumftantial or local thing. Love to Gobn, and our
neighbour; will $till continue obligatory, though fome
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circumftances, conne@ed with the expreflion and exercife
of it, may, and often do, vary. .

Obj. 4. « But, feeing you admit any part of them
to be local, their obligation ceafes. For the Jocal part
being removed, deftroys the form of the covenant ; and,
as matter and form are neceflary to their exiftence, they
now want fomething which is eflential to their exiftcnce,
as covenants, and, confequently, are null and void.”’

Anf. This objeétion is more fpecious than {lid. It
might be enquired, how .auch of the prefent form of a-
ny fubje@ is effential to its exiftence, in its prefent pre-
dicament ! We find that fingers, tces, legs, and arms,
all belong to the prefent form of men and women;
but, fuppole a finger, toe, leg, or arm, or even ail of
thefe, fhould be cut off, would this deftroy the effentials
of their humanity ! If it would, to what clafs of ac-
countable bcings would they then belong, for the law
would fhill account them as moral {ubjeéls ! We hear
of no other claffes of accountable beingsy bus angels
and men. If,- therefore, they ftill remain accountable,
and belong not to the latter, they muft belong to the for-
mer. Query. Canangels be manufatured out of men,
by an act of amputation ?

Should a2 man have a wife and family, previoufly to
his entering into the holy miniftry, the form of his ordi-
nation vow would contain a claufe, binding him to the
cor fcientious performance of thofe duties, which arife out
of the cenjugal and family relation.  Should his wife
die, a2nd his family become extin&, part of the vow has
no prefent obligation, for the relarion on which it was
erafted, is diflolved ; the form, of courfe, is, in part,
geftroyed : does his crdination vow, therefore, become
invalid ! Muit he either ceafe to be a mimfter of the
Goipel, or be re-ordained ?

Obj. 5. ¢ Thefz covenants were national, and fo have
no obligation on individuals, when they ceafe to be mem-
bers of the national community whe entered into them.”?

Anf. Had the duties, contained in thefe covenants,
been only of a temporary, local, or ciccumiflantial na-
ture, this obje@ion would be relevant. But we have
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" endeavoured, shove, to unw, that thefe bonds contem-
. Plated the duucs of the moral law, which 1s obligatory
upon all men.  Ablfiract princigles do not vary, though
the madifications with which they are clothed, in their
redulion to practice, may, and often do, vary. Their

s circumftantials, we have publicly declared, we contend
not for.

But here we might cnguire, of what is a nation com-
pofed ! Is it not of individuals ? Can a nation be na-
tionally baund, and the individuals not be individually
bouna i To what is the nation nationally bound ? Is it
not, to yield a cheerful and willing obedience to all Gop’s
holy and divine commandments, in their national cha-
rafler £ Is not the individual indiusdually bound to do
‘the fame, in hs individual charaéler If he is thus
bound in Britain, does the foil of Columbia loofe him
.of all obligation to, and make bhim independent of, the
Morai Governor ? In as far as this moral obhgatnon is
concerned, between national and perfonal covenanting,
there is on!y a numerical difference.  In the latter, one
individual is perfonally Sound; in the former, three,
foury or five millions of individuals, are perfonally bound.
If individuals are not perfonally bound, they are not bound
at all.  Totalk of an individual bemcr nationally bound,
would be a folecifm worthy of the greateﬁ blundcrer.

Gb7. 6. « But thefe covenants are embarraflments to
thole whe would wifn to jnin your church communion,
yet never cam: under :m(\, obli zations, either perfonally,
or by reprefentation.”’

Anf. To the judicicus, this can be no objeé’tnon. It
is plain, that thefe covenants were binding, not only on
the nation, 4: « natien, but alfo on the church, as a
church, . It would not be very hard to prove, that every
man, by the very aét of acceflion to the Chriftian church,
becomes a Covenanter. This 15 not merely by havmg
a vifible relationfhip cftablifhea hetween him and Jefus,
the church’s Head, but alfo, by joining a covenanted cor-
poration. ‘T'he Chriftizn church is the fame immorta) fo~
ciety, which received its charter firft in the garden of Eden,
in the memorable words, ¢ It Jhall bruife thy bead, and
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thou. fhalt br zszj.e bis becl””  f hough, for a period, its
privileges w = confined to the Jewifh nation; x’ ety ;.‘;13
middle wall c.)(' partition being broken down, fhe torihe

ened her cords, and ftrengtaened her ftukes, by the ag-

ceflion of the Gestile world, This brar ich, though

wild by nature, Gop was pleafed to grafi upon ihe good
Olive-Trece, when the natural branches were broken
off, Rom. xi. 24. By this acceflion, they became
bound, by all the moral obligations of the cor poration,

with which they were thus united.  But this corpora.
tiOn was covenanted to (Gep, in Horeb.  This cove-
nant was, moreover, ‘mr“«wved, W accommodation ta ex-
ifting cxrcumﬂqnceﬂ, under the direCtion of Mofee, o
fhua, Afa, Jehoiada, Heuckiab, Joftah, znd Nehemi.
ah. The obligation of this covenant, thus folemnly
fworn, the JLWlﬂ‘X church lay Conﬂam ty under. AH
who accede to this cor p«..na”m by the very adt of junce
tion recognize its obligation, All the (.An{hazw Imr::i‘u
is, confequentlv bound, by covenant, to Govn. To our
com muaion, melcfom covenanting can be no uik ehiec.
tion. |
This fame covenant was renewed by our anceftors,
and is binding on us, as a church, in this c:rmmry. But,
to meet the objeCtion more clofily,  Ally who would
propofe jus &ion with our commun .\t)‘\ mmﬂ wciung to
one or other of the three following grades, in the feale
of reformation. Lither they are before usy or behind
us, or equal to us. If before us, et them f‘v'*w s in
what, and we will quickly follow therm.  If behind us,
they ought to do tie fame with us. 1 egual to us, the
ohjection dozs not appy.

Ol 70 ¢ Wecovenant to GoD, i the Dacraments of
uﬂpt'f‘n and th\. Suppery, and any thing more wou'd o
unnecefiary.”’

Auf. "This obielion wouild come with 2 botber grace
from on Anabaptit, than fram a Profbyterian, Tane
would not allow us to follow the {urmer, (b auph the
v:sriws tepics of g,t ni u., whion a relutalion w‘ Fis

ity .’f.'h.n T mmp o opecelanily embraces, WWirh
1hc ‘[’mﬂ)v: aiy who vt Dotant Bapoime as Dubi

}
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tuted in the room of Circumcifion, in the Abrahamic
cavenant, and who alfo grants, that ihe Sacrament of the
Supper comes in the rosm of the Paflover, the way is
thert and eafy. T'c thofe, who are of this denomina-
tion, therefore, I would propefe the following queftions,
viz. Had not the church, under the OId Feﬁamem‘
thefe two feals of the covenant fubftantially co:)ﬁdered |
1in the inftitutions of Circumcifion and the Paﬂbvcr?
Did not thefe ordinances involve their engagement unto
. Gon, as much as Baptifin and the Supper do, under
the New Teftament difpeafation ! Did the ufe of thefe
fupercede the pratice of public covenanting, under the
Old Teftament ? If 1t did uot, why fhould it do o’
under the New ?
- Olbp 8. « But in thefe covenants, for which you con-
tend, cwzl and re[zgzaz/s things are blended together.
Preao.h up the Golpel 3 let civil things alone.”

Anf. Our covemnts, indeed, bind to the performance
of civil, as well as of religious duties, It may be enqui-
Ted h°re, does the moral law rrquu‘e any civil dutics of
us, ordocs it not ! If it does, why may we not engage
to the performance of them ! ? 1f it does not, then they
are matters of mere indifference.  But this is fo flatly
contrary to Scripture, that it can have few advocates a-
mong profefled Chriftians,

But, provided the circumitance of the covenants, re-
quiring civil as well as religious dums, were any rea-
fon why they fhould be re e(“ted, then ' = Bible itfelf
fhould be caﬁ afide. In th1< facred volume, we find ci-
vil and religious duties requ.red and enjoined, not only
1 the fame book, not only in the fame chaptPr, but alfn
in the very fame verfe. © Fear GoOD and the king.”
This has not yet been expunged as apocryphal. Nei-
ther has it been fuppofed to deflroy the obligation and
validity of the divine oracles. L.t us, for a moment, at-
tend to the manner of Sceripture covenants.  See, for ex-
ample, that one mentioned, Neh. ix, 38. « And be-
muﬁ of all this, we mate a fure covenant, and write it , ;
and our princesy, Le. vs, and priefts, f’a’ unto 12"’
Did thefe civil and ccclvfizt*ical perfons, fwear this co-
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venant, in their relpective frations ? And hould we not,
in covenanting to Gop, folemnly cngage to yield a con-
fcientious obedience to the divine law, in perfor ming all
the duties of our rcfpedwe ftations ? L.et us not, them,
at the expence of Scripture example—at the expence of
the requifitions of the Moral Law-—-and at the expence
of reafon and common fenfe—=* for a morfel of potiage,”’
quit with our birth-right.

The other part of the allegation, refpecting preach-
ing the (Gofpel, and giving ourfelves no concern with po-
litica! affairs, is cqually unfoundéd. What is the com-
miffion of the minifter of the Golpel ! Does it not em-
“brace the whole volume of divine revelation ? It is as
| extenﬁve as thc facred r::cord. «“ Al things, whatfoever,
Lhave commanded y22'  Has he given any commands
refpe: hn:v the conftitution and adminiftration of civil
gcvcmrmnt? If he has, arc not his amballadors bound
to teach them ! If he has not, what is the mcaning. of
Rom. xiii. t—75. ¥t Pet. i1, 13-—17. with-innumerg.
bis other pallages of Scripture? Are not thele ambaffa-
dors commanded to ¢ ucuzre the whale counfel of Gobp,
keeping nothing back 27 Query. Do the portions, al-
luded to aame, belong to ke couniel of (oD, or form

any part of divine truth ?

Oije g, * Why do you talk o much 2bout covesan-
ting, yot bave poty for man ‘;' yeais, eflayed the duty !’

I"o this, I rep] V- There is 1o command 1o Scripture,
enjuining, preciidly how oftenn it ought to be cffayed,
Itis anex tranru.narv duty. it may be more frequentc-
Iy, or more rarely, mfm'r“d in, accerding to the cir-
Cum{’:ances i whicn a Chur’Z‘ OF Naticil, MAay, N provis
derfce, be fituated. Whethier we havey, or have not,
duly attended to thele circunmiflances, az d providences,
is nio real objefion to the duty wfelf, Nodoubt, in ma-
ny things, we have come fhort, 7 %m 15 o reafon why
duty fhould be cppofrd, or the princtuie demed. We
have uniformly contended for the binding obligation of
the covenants of oor anvellors. We oo nfider ourflves
bound thereby,  We,y as a church, have rencwid thefe
covenants, fince the revolution fidoucnt In Lnitau

g
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We hope, as a church, foon to effay the duty again.

1 fhall now clofe this difcourfe with a few inferences.

1. Public covenanting, is an incumbent duty cna
nation or church. When Gop commands, we are
bound to obey. Whenhe fays, « Vow and pay to the
Lord,” we, as his moral fubje&ts, are under indifpen-
fable obligations, todo as he requires.  The example of
the faints, calls alfo upon us to embark in this duty.
We ought to follow the footfteps of the flock, in all
their laudable undertakings, when exiiting circum-
ftances will permit. © Geo ye forth by the footfleps of
the flock,” binds us to imitate their wonhy example,
“ Be ye followers of me (faith the apoftle) even as Iafe

arm of C/an'i“’
2. That }‘av.ng vowed unto Gfm, we are f'o]emnw

bound to nay. e Pa that which thou ’Uc,wd’ We
mxght to remember, thd’.‘ “Gop will furcly require 1t
of us.”” T he negle& of duty, in thofe who hav.. thus
engaged to the faithful performance of it, wili be more
cnmmaf than in thofe who have made no fuch engage-
ments.  Neither fhould we, from this coafideration,
omitihe duty of engaging unto Gop, flattering our-
felves, that we may have the more liberty of finning,
‘Frouph Gob fays, 2d Pei, il 21, «© ff bad been better
noinge have Fnown the way of righteonfnifs, than, after
78 is krowom,y to turn frem ity weare not, thercfore, to
conclude, that it is Jawful f;r us te remain wilf uhy igno-
rant thereof, that {0 wemay be the lefs cnminzl o our
tiguity. Ignorance isa fn, 25 weil as the abufe of know-
= Q-:», th:: (:»mii';z  of me dut rof covenanting is m,'ia
'Ef"o Emepn v of cov cnarst with i.x»':D, Ve f.sl e 1.
duced, by ationding, '

I, Tn the fa'y:*,ma;c:, cefulting  therefrom.  You

1l thus konour ail the divine perd [cQions.  You have
f'lvn 'n b) (Gor s attention to your oath will honour his
attiibutes, Y ou will glorify all the divine perfons in
the Tz‘ini"v I"he Fatuer in his lovey the Son in his
prracey the Spintin his A sdication, Wou will difapp-int
the grand advcrﬁ.r;f', why 15 going about, like a roaring
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lion, feeking whom he may devour. He waits for yoar™-,
halting ; he rejoices in tempting you te perfidy, in cove-
nant engagements. You will teftfy the goodnefs of
your caufe, to the gencration among whom you dwell,
You are conmanded to « et your dight fo fhine before
men, that they, fecing your gooaworks, may glrify your
Father whe 1s in Heaven””  You will much promots
your own fatisfaétion and holinefs.  T'his will be a noted
mean to promote your fitnefs for the enjoyment of Gop,

in the manfions of blifs and immortality above.

2. The difadvantages arifing from unfaithfulnefs in
covenantengagements. Y ou fhow contempt to the di-
vine law-—You rebel againft the divine authority, mani-
fefted in the law—TYou profane the ordinances of (Gob’s
appointment, intended as a fpecial mean of promating a
contrary courfe of conduét-—You reprefent Gopas a
willing witnefs of your perfidy in your engagements—
Y ou pour contempt upon kim, as the guarantee of hisown
Jaw, and avengerincafc of perjury—Contrary to truth,
you plunge into deceit—Contrary to equity, you rob
Gobp of his due—Cortrary tc good neighbourhood, you
render yourflf a plague and curfe te fociety—Contrary
to the end of your creation aid prefervation, you rejedt
the glory of Gop.  And, in one word, perfevering in
this courfe of condudl, nothing but a fearful lookingsfor
of judgment awaits you. Refolve, thin, my bre-
thren, in the flrength of grace, to fay with the Plalmift,
& T bave fworn, and T will perform ity that I will keep.
thy righteous judgments,”’  Amei.
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FRRATA. g
Page s, line 12, from the foot, for wverjes 1, 16, read
verfe 1---30,
Page g, line 12, from the toot, for agrecalls read a- 4
grecable & ﬁ
Page 12, linz 4, fiom the fout, for acceffary real acs !
ceflery
Page 13, line q. for accefary read acceflory
~ line 7, from the {0, for acceffary read acoeffory
Page ‘1§, Y'ne 10, for gives read giuve
( Page 26, line 14, %n 12 read do
Page 29, hine 13, fiom the foot, for this rcad their
Page 58, line g, for wdore read adorn
Dage 63, Linc 17, for then read there
Page 66, line 10, tor {now of read know
Page 74, linc 19, infcit the word st between jye/ and
morally
Page 75, line 20, tor among read refpefling
Page 89, line 17, fromthe fuot, for obirgated read delogated
Page 92, line 10, for promiffary read promufjory
Page 94,.l'ne 2, from the foot, for Fofl xi 10. read
Fer.. xi. 10, |
Page g5, line 6, for at read with
Page 103, hine 21, for Forfakers vead Forfaten
Page 103, line 8, place a comma after anceflors
line 5, from the foot, for Atholiah read Athaliak
Page 107,line 22, for our read an

- Page 108, line 8, for flocks read flock
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