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WITH WASHINGTON AT
VALLEY FORGE

By W. Bert Foster

ONO%Q)

CHAPTER III
Black Sam

(©/ONO)

SYNOPSIS OF PREVIOUS CHAPTERS

The story opens in the year 1777, during one of
the most critical periods of the Revolution. Hadley
Morris, our hero, is in the employ of Jonas Ben-
son, the host of the Three Oaks, a well known inn
on the road between Philadelphia and New York.
Like most of his neighbors, Hadley is an ardent
sympathizer with the American cause. When, there-
fore, the bearer of dispatches, having been captured
on his way to Philadelphia, gives Hadley the all-im-
portant packet to be forwarded to General Washing-
ton, the boy immediately makes his escape with it, in
spite of the risk to his own life from the pursuing
horsemen. In the darkness the fleecing boy meets a
friendly teamster, Lafe Holdness, in reality a pa-
triot spy and friend of Washington. At his sugges-
tion the boy and his horse take safety in the low,

covered wagon just as the closely pursuing horse- .

men come dashing up the road.

HE covered wagon went creaking on
until the officer, wheeling his big
steed directly across the road, halted

the astonished team of draught horses per-
force.

“Who be yeou, Mister, an’ what d’ye
want?”’ drawled the teamster, rising in his
seat and throwing the light of his lantern
directly into the colonel’s eyes, so that by
no possibility he might see into the back of
the wagon. ““There seems to be a slather
o’ folks ridin’ this road ter-night.”

“See you, sirrah!” exclaimed the colonel,
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riding close up to the driver and scanning
his smoothly-shaven, humorous face
closely. “Has a boy on horseback just
passed you?”’

“Wa-al, now, I couldn’t tell whether it
was a boy 'r th’ old Nick himself,” declared
Holdness, with apparent sincerity; “but
suthin’ went by me as slick as er streak o’
greased lightnin’.”

“Sure he passed you?” repeated the Brit-
ish officer.

“Honest Injun!” returned Holdness, with
perfect truth. “I didn’t ketch much of a
sight of him; but he went past. What’s
goin’ on, anyway, sir?”’

But Colonel Knowles, having considered
that he had found out all that was possible
from the countryman, paid no attention to
his question, but turned to the dragoons
who now thundered up. “He’s still ahead
of us, men!” he cried. ‘“We must overtake
him before he reaches the ferry—"

“Indeed, we must, Colonel,” interposed
the sergeant in command of the dragoons.
“There will be a force of the enemy at the
ferry, it’s likely, and we must not be drawn
into any skirmish. Those were my orders,
sir, before I started.”
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APRIL LEAVES

By JuLia McNairR WRIGHT

OLIAGE is the most prominent feature
of the plant world. Trunks and
branches are large and grand, the

parti-colored flowers are, at first glance,
more beautiful, but the leaf is the most
conspicuous part of the vegetation. If
flowers and leaves, and wherever is now a
leaf we should have a blossom, the eyes
would soon tire of the glare of vivid color,
and we should long for the soft, restful
green of leaves.

Early in April we find the leaf buds un-
folding upon the sides of the stems, or
pushing up through the ground. Some of
these buds are placed opposite to each
other upon the stem, others are set alter-
nately, others spirally, so that if you follow
with a thread the placing of a certain num-
ber of buds you will see that the thread has
made a complete circuit of the stem, and
then another. Where the leaves are in a
spiral placement it is merely a whorl drawn
out; where there is a whorl it is merely a
compressed spiral.

Let us look at a leaf blade. The woody
fibre which makes up the main stem and,
bound into a little bundle, composes the
foot stalk, spreads out into a light, woody
framework for the leaf. This framework
is usually in two layers, like the nervures
in a butterfly’s wing. The central line of
the frame is called the mid-rib, the other
parts are styled the veins. Some of these
veins are coarser and stronger than others,
as, for example, those which expand in the
large side lobes of the maple and oak leaves;
other veins are as fine as spider’s web.
Every student of botany should make

studies in venation, by soaking leaves until
the green part has decayed, then laying
them on black cloth, and brushing the pulp
away gently with a fine brush, when perfect
specimens of framework will remain. It
is this framework which gives the form to
the leaf.

Leaves were not created for beauty, but
for use. Animals and plants alike are in-
debted to the shade of foliage for much
comfort, and for some further possibilities
of life and growth. You suggest, as an-
other use, the supply of food. Yes, the
grasses and many herbage plants are
greedily browsed by animals; thus we owe
to them indirectly our food supply.

Yet we have not reached the most impor-
tant function of the leaf. To the plant
itself the leaf serves as a food purveyor,
gathering perhaps the larger portion of
plant food from air and moisture by absorp-
tion. The leaf is also the main breathing
apparatus of the plant; the leaf spreads out
to air and sunlight the food received by the
entire plant, and thus secures chemical
changes in it similar to assimilation and
digestion. The leaf makes possible the
circulation of the sap. Thus the leaf serves
the plant as throat, lungs, and stomach.
What the human being would be without
such organs the plant would be without
the leaf, or some part modified, as in the
cactus family, to serve the purposes of the
leaf.

So, when in April, we see the trees on all
sides bursting forth in verdant foliage, let
us remember the manifold purposes of the
leaf.
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