Resolved, that the prejudice peculiar to our
country, which subjects our colored brethren
to a degrading distinction in our worship, as-
semblies, and schools, which withholds from
them that kind and courteous treatment to
which as well as other citizens, they have a
right, at public houses, on board steamboats,
in stages, and in places of public concourse,
is the spirit of slavery, is nefarious and wick-
ed and should be practically reprobated and
discountenanced.

Mr. President, with much feeling so I rise
to address the society on this resolution, and
I should hardly have been induced to have
done it, had I not been requested. I confess I
am personally interested in this resolution.
But were it not for the fact that none can
feel the lash but those who have it put upon
them; that none know where the chain galls
but those who wear it, I would not address
you.

This is a serious business, sir[.] Then preju-
dice which exists against the colored man, the
free man, is like the atmosphere, every where
felt by him. It is true that in these United
States, and in this State, there are men, like
myself, colored with the skin like my own,
who are not subjected to the lash, who are
not liable to have their wives and their in-
fants torn from them; from whose hand the
Bible is not taken. It is true that we may
walk abroad; we may enjoy our domestic com-

forts, our families; retire to the closet; visit
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the sanctuary, and may be permitted to urge
on our children and our neighbors in well do-
ing. But sir, still we are slaves—every
where we feel the chain galling us. It is by
that prejudice which the resolution condemns;
the spirit of slavery; the law which has been
enacted here, by a corrupt public sentiments,
through the influence of slavery which treats
moral agents, different from the rule of God,
which treats them irrespective of their morals
or intellectual cultivation. This spirit is
withering all our hopes, and oft times causes
the colored parent as he looks upon his child,
to wish he had never been born. Often is

the heart of the colored mother, as she presses
her child to her bosom, filled with sorrow to
think that, by reason of this prejudice, it is

cut off from all hopes of usefulness in this
land. Sir, this prejudice is wicked.

If the nation and church understood this
matter, I would not speak a word about that
killing influence, that destroys the color-
ed man’s reputation. This influence cuts us
off from every thing; it follows us up from
childhood to manhood; it excludes us from
all stations of profit, usefulness and honor;
takes away from us all motive for pressing
forward in enterprises, useful and important
to the world and to ourselves.

Effects of this Prejudice
In the first place, it cuts us off from the

advantages of the mechanic arts almost en-
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tirely. A colored man can hardly learn a
trade, and if he does it is difficult for him to
find any one who will employ him to work

at that trade, in any part of the State. In

most of our large cities, there are associations
of mechanics, who legislate out of their socie-
ty colored men. And in many cases where
our young men have learned trades, they

have had to come to low employments, for
want of encouragement in those trades.

It must be a matter of rejoicing to know
that in this vicinity colored fathers and
mothers have the privileges of education. It
must be a matter of rejoicing, that in this vic-
inity colored parents can have their children
trained up in schools.—At present, we find the
colleges barred against them.

I will say nothing about the inconvenience
which I have experienced myself, and which
every man of color experiences, though made
in the image of God. I will say nothing
about the inconvenience of travelling; how
we are frowned upon and despised. No mat-
ter how we may demean ourselves, we find
embarrassments every where.

But sir, this prejudice goes farther. It de-
bars men from heaven. While sir, slavery
cuts off the colored portion of the community
from religious privileges, men are made infi-
dels. What, they demand, is your Christ-
ianity? How do you regard your brethren?

How do you treat them at the Lord’s table?
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Where is your consistency in talking about
the heathen; traversing the ocean to circulate
the Bible every where, while you frown up-
on them at the door? These things meet us
and weigh down our spirits.

And, sir, the constitution of society, mould-
ed by this prejudice, destroys souls. I have
known extensively, that in revivals which
have been blessed and enjoyed, in this part of
the country, the colored population were over-
looked. I recollect an instance. The Lord
God was pouring out His Spirit. He was
entering every house, and sinners were con-
verted. I asked, Where is the colored man?
where is my brother? where is my sister?
who is feeling for him or her? who is weep-
ing for them? who is endeavoring to pull
them out of the fire? No reply was made. —
I was asked to go round with one of the eld-
ers, and visit them. We went and they
humbled themselves. The Church commenc-
ed efficient efforts, and God blessed them as
soon as they began to act for these people as
though they had souls.

Slavery in the Church
And sir, the manner in which our churches
are regulated destroys souls. Whilst the
church is thrown open to every body, and one
says, come, come in and share the blessings
of the sanctuary, this is the gate of heaven—
he says to the colored man, be careful where

you take your stand. 1 KNOW an efficient
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church in this State, where a respectable col-
ored man went to the house of God, and was
going to take a seat in the gallery, and one
of the officers contended with him, and says
—“you cannot go there sir.”

In one place the people had come together
to the house of the Lord. The sermon was
preached—the emblems were about to be ad-
ministered—and all at once the person who
managed the church, thought the value of the
pews would be diminished, if the colored
people sat in them[.] They objected to their
sitting there, and the colored people left and
went into the gallery, and that too when
they were thinking of handling the memor-
ials of the broken body and shed blood of the
Saviour! And, sir, this prejudice follows the
colored man every where, and depresses his
spirits.

A Word of Encouragement

Thanks be to God, there is a buoyant
principle which elevates the poor down-trod-
den colored man above all this:—It is that
there is society which regards man according
to his worth; It is the fact, that when he
looks up to Heaven, he knows that God treats
him like a moral agent, irrespective of caste,
or the circumstances in which he may be
placed. Amid the embarressments which he
has to meet, and the scorn and contempt that
is heaped upon him, he is cheered by the
hope that he will be disenthralled, and soon,
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