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A Letter from the Rev. Mr Wright, 

of Cumberland County, Virginia, to 
Mefirs J. and B. F. Dated January 

6, 1761. 

W HEN 1 came here at firft, fix years 
ago laft November, there were not above 

four or five apparent Chriftians among the 
people. In July following I received about 
an hundred to the Lord’s Table, who never 
fat there before. Thirteen months after ninety 
more were added to that happy number. 
Every year fince I have had two facraments, 
and I never milled receiving thirty or forty 
new communicants at each feafon, to this day. 
And though I have been often ready to fear 
the harveft is part, yet, blefTed be his holy 
name, God hath hitherto been better to me 
than my fears; but what feems to crown all 
the reft of the work of grace in thefe parts 
is, that Ethiopia hath flretched out her hands 
to G o d beyond my moft fanguine expecta¬ 
tions : And I dare fay it was owing to the 
great number of Books fent from England, 
by the unparalleled charity of the good people 
there, with their prayers attending them. 
Verily, my dear friends, you (hall have your 
reward. 

And now I can tell you, to the joy of all 
the upright in heart, that I have baptized, as 
near as I can guefs, between fixty and feventy *, 
old and young. And received from firft to 
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laft between thirty and forty to the Lord's' 
Table ; and I think I have now fifteen or 
twenty catecumens and candidates for the Sa¬ 
crament. — There are between thirty and 
forty of Colonel Cary s Negroes under reli¬ 
gious impreffons. It would charm your , 
hearts to behold their ferfoufnefs and beha¬ 
viour ; but efpecially to hear their religious 
experience of God’s grace upon their minds : 
their abafing fenfe of the vilenefs of their 
hearts; their deep humility, and ftrenuous 
endeavours after holinels, are very furpriz- 
ing ; and indeed beyond the Whites who are 
truly godly, as far as I can judge. 

There is fomething providentially gracious 
in their fituation. Their Steward, two Over- 
feers and their wives are hopefully pious ; and 
the Colonel himfelf conceives a good opinio# 
of us, and therefore affords them greater pri¬ 
vileges and indulgencies.— I his Gentleman’s 
brother in law. Captain Bell, thanked me 
the other day for the good I had done his 
Negroes, by my Preaching, Books, &c. hy¬ 
ing, They were more dutiful and diligent 
than they ufed to be. Thefe flaves have fe~ 
ventcen miles to come to my neareft place of 

worfhip. 
My landlord tells me, when he waited on 

the Colonel at his country-feat two or three 
days, they heard the Slaves at worfhip in their 
lodges Tinging Pfalms and Hymns in the even¬ 
ing^ and again in the morning, long before 
break of day. They are excellent fingers, 
and long to get fome of Dr Watts's Pfalms 
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and Hymns, which I encouraged them to 
hope for. 

Thus I have given you a general idea of 
Religion here, and was I to tell you of my 
baptizing four or five Quakers, and the reli¬ 
gious experiences and exercifes of multitudes, 
it would edify and furprize you. Together 
with the alteration made in families and neigh¬ 
bourhoods, and the fpread of Religion into 
neighbouring counties ; I am perfuaded fu¬ 
ture generations, as well as this, will look 
upon it to be matter of wonder and praife to 
the Lord Jesus ! efpecially if they knew the 
mean and wretched inftrument he made ufe 
of to carry on this blefied, this everlafting 
work. 

But I muft mention to you one thing which 
perplexes me, that is the great poverty of my 
people. To tell you truly I was afraid to 
keep an account how little I received from 
them, Jeff my own heart fhould feel any dis¬ 
content ; but being obliged to poft my books 
laft September, to my furprize I found that' I 
had received but 24/. 16 s. 6 d. in two years 
paff.—I feel cordially willing to continue 
here as long as I can be ferviceable to the 
caufe of Religion and the good of fouls, but 
you fee it is impoffible unlefs the finger of 
Go d opens the hearts of the good people of 

England to contribute to the fupport of a 
Minijler, as well as providing Books for the 
Poor. I am indeed afhamed to mention thefe 
things, but thought it my duty to do it free¬ 
ly, to fee if the Lord fhould thereby incline 
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the hearts of the merciful to fhew mercy to 
this dear and valuable part of the* church mi¬ 
litant.— What affedts me moft is, that my 
Elders tell me they {hall never have another 
Paftor if I leave them; this affe&ing thought 
made me defift from my intended removal to 

England. 
I am, 6fc. 

Your brother in tribulation, and the 
kingdom and patience of the 

Lord Jesus, 

John Wright. 

A Letter from the Rev. Mr Richard- 
[on at South Carolina, to Mr J. F. 

Dated May 21, 1761. 

I Received a letter and fome books from you, 
which I found in Virginia when I was there 

laft October. In the place where I am now 
fettled we have been very much expofed to 
the Cherokees, who have killed and captivated 
ieveral of my dear people: but through the 
divine goodnefs, the greateft part of our con¬ 
gregation have not fled from their habitations, 

and we are in hopes to continue. 
As to the Rate of Religion I muft not com¬ 

plain, having received upwards of an hundred 
into full communion with our church, in lefs 

than two years, and we are in our ad- 
milTion, 




