Digitized by GOOg [C



71

S

T i = S

Rev. Mr. DaviEs, & 31

ing them; and when I can difcover the Feel-
ing, and Pra&tice of a Chriffran, I hink them
proper members of a Chriftian Church, . al-
though they fhould be very ignorant of many

‘of its important doétrines.

There is, however, a number of them,
who, I have not the leaft reafon to doubt,
are the genuine Children of Abrabam by faith ;
and fome of them feem to have made a greater

‘progrefs in experimental Religion, than many

fincere Chriftians of a fairer colour. Some of
them are, indeed, aftonithing monunients of
divine Grace. There are ten of them in one
quarter ({o we call the little houfes where the
Negroes dwell) who, I have -reafon to hope,
are all, or at leaft, nine in ten, fincerely and
zealoufly engaged in the doétrines and duties
of our holy Religion. - This, indeed, is an

"inftance, which, I am afraid, can hardly be

paralelled, among either white or black, in
thefe Parts. But there are other inftances very
remarkable, though not fo furprizing——

SaMUEL Davies,

Extra& of a Letter from the Rev.-
" Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virginia

toMr.B.F. Feb.7,1757.

I Have allowed my Friend Mr. #right a
Part of the Books I-have at fundry times
received, to be diftributed in his congrega-
tion, where there are unicommon appearances .
of the progrefs ‘of Religion: Sometimelago

. re-

A N



32 LETTERS from the

I received a Letter from him with the- follow-
ing Paragraph, intended to be communicated
to the Society.

¢ I take this opportunity to exprefs my
gratitude for the Books you fent me at
fundry times this Spring, before I bad any
claim as a Member of the SociETY to
which I now have the. honour to belong,
And I defire to adore God for raifing up
fuch a fpirit of difinterefted and pious ge-
nerofity in fo man{ in Great Britain, as
to ‘contrive fo noble a fcheme for promo-
ting religious Knowkdge among thofe who
were like to be deftroyed for lack of know-
ledge.”

¢ You may.inform them that my infant’

congregation, in thefe uttermoft parts of
the earth, is like to receive an everlafting
advantage by their pious Charity. I have
had no opportunity of difcovering the fuc-
cefs of the books, except in two inftances,
The firf, is a woman, fingularly inquifi-
tive; who, upen reading The Compaffionate
Addrefs, told me, fhe had got fo much ad-

¢ vantage by it, that the would give ten

Piftoles for it, rather than part with it?
The other is a boy, who had juft finifhed
his fervitude : . He could hardly read a word,
and was not able to buy a book, but hear-
ing that I had books to -diftribute gratis,
he. applied to me for fome, and the books
I gave him, with the ferious advices that
attended them, were fo far blefied to htihm,
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¢ that he is now under promifing ferious im-

“ preflions.”

<t In fhort, Sir, I cannot exprefs the plea-
¢ fing expeQations I have that God will do
¢« great things in.thefe remote parts by the
 diffufive Benevolence of the Society, and
¢ other good Chriftians. Pray convey this
“ account to the Society, and you will lay
 an additional obligation, upon .

Cumberland County, Yours, &, .

 Sept. 751756 Fobn Wright.

I have alfo intrufted my favourite friend -
and next neighbour, Mr. Z0dd, with the dif-
tribution of a number in his congregation.
And he tells me, that The Comp:;ﬁna;g Ad-
drefs was likely to be ‘of great fervice in a
particular neighbourhood. o

I will add one inftance more in the bounds
of my congregation, and that is, a Gentle-
man who accidentally met with the fame ¢x-
cellent Addrefs ; and when he caft his eye into
it, it fo engaged his attention, that he could
not put it out of his hands, until he had read °
it through ; and he told one of my Friends,
that it gave him the mof# folemn and affecting
thoughts of eternal things, that ever he had
in his life. May his goodnefs not be as the
morning cloud ! Tbat little Book, Dodderidge’s
Rife and Progrz‘s, and Baxter’s Call, are, 1
think, the moft popular and ufeful Books
among the white People in Virginia

-SaMUEL Davies.
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