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~ Two Deliverances at Augusta,
EQUITABLY CONSIDERED.

The late Assembly at Augusta must ever be a memorable
one to all Southern Presbyterians, Meeting after just a quarter
century at the very place where our church began its separate
career, it is remarkable that it should have fullen into an
error similar to that by which our Northern Presbyterian
brethren, in 1861, forced us out of their communion. That
General Assembly of 1861 assumed to decide the political
question of Secession ; our General Assembly of 1886, the
scientific question of Evolution. Both questions, of course, have
relations to morals and reliyion, but both are equally undetermined
by Sacred Scripture, and therefore, equally outside the sphere of
Presbyterian church courts. Of that error, the effect was to
divide the Presbyterian church in the United States of America.
This one will, of course, not divide our church, the circum-
stances surrounding the two cases being very different; but
many faithful and loyal souls are grievously wounded, and there
is left a stain on the reputation of the Southern church.
Dr. Palmer, in his Quarter Centennial Address at Augusta,
pointed out how, in 1787, our fathers revising the Westminster
Standards, eliminated every expression that blended church and
state. Yet he brought to view the wondrous fact that seventy-
five years of Presbyterian training did not prevent the Northern
Presbyterians from violating the express law which forbade the
church to handle, or conclude anything not ecclesiastical. Alas,
only twenty-five years have passed since we, whose complaint
for our being unlawfully cast out, Dr. Palmer so eloquently
reiterates, are found just like our brethren in 1861, “aunulling
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in our practice the principles imbedded in our constitution,”

and under “y bewildering excitement,” similar to that which pre-
vailed in their Assembly at Philadelphia, forgetting, forsaking,
and trampling under our feet our “differentiating principle,”
“the very reason of our existence,”—*“the historic basis upon
which stands this dear church of our’s,—the special foature by
which she is distinguished from others,” her “peculiar  testi-
mony,” that “our King is to reign supreme and alone in His
church,” and that “the conclusions of men”—(yes, even of Pres-
byterian General Assemblies) “cannot be injected into the
Scriptures, to assign a meaning which cannot be legitimately
deduced from their own language.” Tt is very easy to say that a
Professor at Columbia “holds views repugnant to the word of
God,” and quite as easy to deny it; but our late Assembly did,
undeniably, inject the word immediate into the Scriptural account
of man’s creation, and did assign a meaning to the word dust,
which cannot be “legitimately deduced from the language of the

Bible.”

Accordingly, the question is no longer as to the hypothesis
of Evolution, whether true or false ; it is whether our General
Assembly can add to the word of God; can set up the church’s
opinion at this time as a new rule of faith which we must
accept or be cut off; can overturn our whole system of appellate
courts. The question is, as to the honour or dishonour of our
beloved church—as to the standing she shall henceforth possess
and enjoy amongst other portions of the housechold of faith.
The question is, whether we can afford to have her good name
blotted and blurred, and her reputation for justice and due
regard to law and order made to suffer.

But what was the occasion of the Augusta Assembly’s
being led to make these additions to God’s word ? It was the
alleged errors put forth by a Theological Professor, which
demanded, as was claimed, an authoritative deliverance for their
condemnation.  What had the Professor said ? Appointed by
our church more than twenty-five years ago to study and set
- fortli the connection between Science and Scripture, he had said
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that he had found it to be that of non-contra(l1.ct|(');|.‘ e
particular, he had said that while God had cert:\ml._\ .c;e'a ef( ”,,:al
and al} things else, the Bible did not teach .CX])]IF‘IK.-) o.I'UtCh
God made the body of Adam, nor \vhet.her it was ‘l”“im:l ,':ii
or instantaneously formed. He had not invented iy hy }ln? tut.i)e
of his own on this subject, but had come to l’mlul.‘)vcl 't l‘:ni"ht
theory of Theistic Evolutionists as to man’s body g

i aw adiction
robably be true, and had said that he saw no conti }d
: ' When asked to explain how

And, in

therein to the inspired record. . ; e
Descent with Modification could consist with Creation he ‘.,1
said : Tt matters little what we may suppose to have bc:“n lu“{,
by the Creator in making man’s body, it was not Ad:.nn 4 )Thi
ti.ll the Creator made it a human frame and breathed mtf) .xt 5
breath of an immortal spirit. God may have used \\11‘.1:.\\.02
wall dust; or He may have employed red c]:l_\"; or }{o m‘:\‘\ \i:.l\]\e;
constructed a human frame from somo. animal ‘fl‘ilflft,l.l‘t e
suddenly, or through a series of generations. .It tllfl‘w as s
the true supposition, then, of course, that amn;a mlm“et ”‘w
born of its own ancestors and descended from them, ‘) k-
Almighty modified it into proper slmp? and .fm-m t(]) \l?t‘(\:::m“,ith
body of Adam; so that here is I‘;\'O]lltlon,——t.t.\u.'l i
modification, and here too is creation by the Almighty hand.

i is has ever been
i g { is or srent from this has ever
Nothing worse than this or differer
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said by the Professor, although, after

bitter personal controversy, En:\n_\' \‘er:\' dlﬂ.t‘l';‘:l‘t\".(l‘:‘l:] d\:l:‘l‘b;
things have been unjustly ascribed to him ;—in ;.lt hi‘m w4
by opponents to suit themselves and then ch‘:\rgm on ll .
a;'cepted ideas. Similarly some of the editors of'.votl.l‘r;‘:o\\lvinth
papers, clain;ing for themselves a competent ucquant\ ‘..l . ;l"wi.
scientific matters, have often said that e held an nt“u‘ _\l “.‘h,“
entific hypothesis, But the reader will |)l|o:\‘s%\‘ und(“:‘setl:m:"d p;‘t
we have just now observed, that the ll"ofo»o‘r'n.x o ety
forth any hypothesis concerning man’s . l)tu ¥, -l ‘t““:“ ll;c
acknowledged that he saw mno cont ‘:ull(‘tm.n . ]l‘m gl
hypothesis of Theistic science, as to the body of Adam,
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before the Asscmbly, that he re

garded evolution as a matter of
very small importance

and that all he cared for was to maintain
that, if true, it did not contradict the Scriptures, Yet the
Augusta Assembly solemnly declares that the Professor “holds

views repugnant to God’s Word,” and decides that the

Almighty must needs have created man instantaneously, and

must needs have created him out of what we eall dust,

But is not God as much the creator now as He was in the
beginning 2 Does not our Father work hitherto 2 And are
not all things that come into being at the prese

nt time the work
of His creative power ?

But does he now create men immedi-
ately ?  And how can the Assembly, the Bible being silent,
pretend to know that He so created Adam? And as to the
question whether He may not have used for His materi
animal frame modified to suit man’s body, who dare s
knows God did not employ such dust?

als some
ay that he
Does the Almighty
now create man in any different way. from that in which He

creates every beast of this day ? And why then, if our Maker
sees fit to ally us as to these poor bodies, with the mere animals

around us, which not only science but our own observation
declares, why should theology be so inflated with pride as to
deny the relationship thus established of God?

FIRST DELIVERANCE. .

Let us now subject the first deliverance of our Assembly to

a fair and dispassionate examination.
adopted by 137 votes to 13 :

- ““To the several overtures on the

man sent up by the Presb
answers as follows :

The c¢hurch remains
the Scriptures, as truly

Here is what was first

subject of the evolution of
ytevies the General Assembly returns

at this time sincerely convinced that
and authoritatively expounded in its
Confession of Faith, and Catechisms, teach that Adam aud Eve
were created body and soul by the immediate acts of Almighty
power, thereby preserving a perfect race unity.

That Adam’s body was directly fashioned by Almighty
God without any natural animal parentage of any kind out of
matter previously created from nothing.

And that any doctrine at variance therewith is a dangerous
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may utter. For, our Confession says, that Synods and Councils
are liable to err and very often do err, and very sacred amongst
Prcsby&riuns is the right of private Jjudgment,

, But more probably the deliverance under examination was
designed to express the idea that our church in its whole
membership, oflice bearers included, “remains at this time
sincerely convinced, ete.” Of course, the intention was not to
affirm that our whole membership and all our office bearers are
agreed on this point, but merely that a majority, and perhaps a
large majority was so convinced.
value of the statement ?

This being so, what is the
Who does not know that majorities
are very apt to be on the wrong side, and minorities on the right?
Who has not observed how truth, in all its departments, has
ever had only a small minority on its side, and how the mass of
Who knows
not that “¢he chureh,” in the sense of that expression which we

mankind are and always have been in the wrong ?

are now considering, has very often been sincerely convinced
that the Scriptures teach, what they do not teach? ¢ Fifteen

hundred years ago the chureh taught that the idea was not only .

ridieulous, but contrary to the Scriptures that the earth was
round. In the sixteenth century the mobility of the earth and
the fixedness of the starry system was condemned by the

christian church. The law of gravitation was also condemmned

by the church as taking away from God His power to control .

the universe.” What value, then, attaches to the opinioi of ull
the members and all the office bearers of our church put
together, in any matters respecting which they ave not previously
thoroughly well informed ?

And what did the Augusta Assembly accomplish by
declaring what the church remains sincerely convinced of at
this time? The Word is infallible—the church is and always
has been and to the end will be very, very fallible indeed, 1t is
of exceedingly small importance to us, whether as Presbyterians
or as Protestants, what our “church remains at this time
sincerely convinced of” unless she is able to produce for the
authority and ground of her conviction a  Thus said the Lord.”
This is what the Augusta Assembly did not and could not

T
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What has been s

aid is too tame to sujt some of their
followers.

“Heroic treatment”
must now be employed.

more ardent

original jurisdiction over a minister which belongs only to his
Presbytery, and this while his Presbytery is just now proceeding
with his case. But perhaps the Presbytery may decide it in a
way that will not suit the majority at Augusta,
in the judgment of this n
Columbia Professor as he sits in tne ‘Seminary and to contrive
to have him hurled from his chair, out of which it has not been
possible hitherto in any legitimate way to eject him, Accord-
ingly the Committee on Theological Seminaries is called on to
define the relation of the General Assembly to these institu-
tions, and a set of resolutions js reported and adopted of which
the following is the most important : :

It is necessary

“2. That by the very
Assembly is bound to mantain
these and all other like corpor
for religious work so fur

genius of Presbyterianism the
a supervisory jurisdiction over
ations, and also over all schemes
as they affect the practice or doctrine
of the Assembly’s constituencies, and especially the office-bearers
of the church.” ‘

Behold, now, what a ste

p is here taken towards centrali-
zation in our church,

Does not this deserve the careful consid-
eration of all reflecting Presbyterians 2 Here is a claim for the
General Assembly to maintain supervisory jurisdiction over a]]
the Theological Seminaries organized within the pale of the
church, and also all other like corporations, say colleges and all
parochial academies and schools. Tt is also to supervise all
schemes for religious work, so far as they affect the practice or
doctrine of the Assembly’s constituencies, viz., the Preshyteries,
And especially it is to supervise the office-bearers of the church
—the Ministers, Elders and Deacons in theirindividual capacity,
Surely this is the baldest, most unblushing, and most unequivocal
claim to original jurisdiction over ev

ery minister and elder and
deacon, and over every affair of the church! Oup Aungusta

Assembly stoops down past the Synods to direct and supervise

is what the case demands and
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ow excited majority to get at the ‘
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claimed that, that first deliverance would injuriously affect the
case below. It was merely abstract and general.  And D,
of this subject
would prejudice the question before the Augusta Presbytery :
“Our report,” he said “atticks no man,
any man.”

Junkin repelled the idea that the introduction

We do not name

But two or three days pass and the excitement
keeps on rising till the Assembly concludes to usurp supervisory
Jurisdiction.  And by this time Dr.

man  who has

Junkin s ready to
aimed at all the

He is now quite ready to call on his own

name the been time.

Synod and
the other three which control to dismiss this man, oblivious
now altogether of any delicacy he had been feeling as
to prejudicing the case below. It is,” he says, “the only
manly course to follow to the fullest extent the principles we
have affirmed.” There was evidently great agitation in the
body. There was with some, who were ready to do, what was
urged, a degree of apprehension as to its propriety and lawful-
ness.  One and another had to urge that “we must do the manly
thing.” One and another had to profess to be ready to * face
the music.”  And so they stirred each other up and encouraged
one another to take the responsibility, which they dimly
discerned in the distance. '

Then, on that ninth night of the Session, hastily passing
over what yet remained to be done, the Assembly gt Augusta
was dissolved and passed into history. Yes, it was dissolved.
The wmen who figured so grandly, and spoke so loudly, so
bravely, so manfully, and with such authority have come down
to a level with the rest of us. Their short-lived power has all
come to an end. Servants of their Presbyteries they must give
in their reports and “ face the music,”
be very pleasant in their ears.

which may or may not
The body itself is defunct. It
floats on the bosom of the past, like a great dead whale on the
bosom of the deep. And there is not one Minister, Elder,
Deacon, or church member amongst us, so insignificant that he
is not perfectly entitled to row his little boat along side the now
helpless Leviathan and eut and slash away at its caveass. It is
dead and yet its name will live in our history, a beacon and a

- .
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PERTINENT POINTS.

1. Ttis pertinent now to remark that there was pl:ov_“l]f:ilnli
our constitution a plain and simple way o-f proce(Ih.I}Ct:lcc‘hh;(r
the Perkins Professor by parties who considered his v.u:ed ;Bf
dangerous, by which he might e.asily have })eelli :(;3\ :10[.“‘ ,the
guilty, and then, all his rights l)emg' properly ; 1‘) ; l;n]_m_f-u]
chureh saved from the dreadful dlsl.xonour o. t\e]-t(‘ ! ;Oicd.
procecdings, he might have been \vltho.ut dlfhl( u .\l; I[m; y
But the Perkins Professor was not guilty, anc co;\lt G
proved guilty, and that was the reason why i.lll the:serl‘ (.)%‘(l“‘lsl ;ho
methods must be employed ; and thus‘a stain now ¢ |>c‘(“ A
olorious escutcheon of our church which many long _\L.\lll.\ e
8 t efface. This wild and wicked excitement lm.s been. a 0‘. i
:l())out nothing. Personal animosit.ies z\ml‘ sectional Jil\]ll;wl::tl;}
have been largely operative. Affairs have b?en sowm‘ i ;md
that the Professor could not honorably resign. lea‘..w.q“
worn and in feeble health he would at any .moment, C ull 1\1 hvt:r\_
these years of persecution, have gladly retn‘efl. 'I:)ut ;:‘L“.ueh
rightl'y, would not take a step that could potes.lblg l (t: cl .'\ R
into an admission that he had ever been unfaithfu 1 0 ‘.lgz"] -
as a Professor, or had ever violated the ont!\ he su )i“_l, ulto, .
to teach directly or indirectly any (loctr.me.cnintm‘lz e
Standards and the Bible. \Vht]lt Prestbytetrmtl: ‘:fht 1::,1 }00 o
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it devo(:;O:‘]c:l)gyoto say he would rather see James Woodrow
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hichest court has now taken it upon itself to declare that he
8 : 2 o i
s:l]g ‘led views repugnant to God’s Word.”  He must needs nul\\
sV 8 e ade
tlol in his lot and let that high court’s fearful charge be made
stanc

good, if it can be, by the authors of it.
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9. Ttis also pertinent to enquire whether, if it was vight
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for the Augusta Assembly to urge the dismissal of the Perkins
If it
advise the Synods to
dismiss him, supposing they could legally do so, did mnot manly

Professor, it was not very wrong to stop at that point.
was the “only manly course” to

consistency require them to advise his Presbytery to depose him
from the ministry 2 If he holds views repugnant to God’s
Word, he ought to be deposed. Tt is quite as harmful to have
him in tne ministry at all as in the Seminary. Tt isalso just as
dangerous and hurtful to let him be officially teaching, from
week to week, the many thousand readers of his paper.  So that
it was neither manly nor consistent for our highest court to put
its hand to the work of disposing of the heretic, and then doing the
business by halves. And sti]l further,the question is pertinent,what
ought the Assembly to have done regarding all who sympathize
with Dr. Woodrow’s doubts as to what “dust” means, and us to
the mode in which the Almighty created Adam’s body.
Surely, if the Assembly was “ heroic” in its treatment of this
matter, it was not heroic enough. Surely, if the Perkins Pro-
fessor is a heretic, some others of our ministers and elders are
heretics too.

3. Itis likewise pertinent by way of reply to the accusa-
tion, that the Perkinse Professor “holds views repugnant to
God’s Word,” to formulate a number of charges of heresy more
or less pronounced, and of unconstitutional acts more or less
fatally dangerous, which may be fairly made by any private
.member, or office-bearer, or Session, or Présbytery, or Synod,
against the Augusta Assembly :

(1) That Assembly was certainly guilty of “injecting”
the word immediate into the Scriptural account of the creation,
and of “assigning a meaning” to the word dust “which cannot
be legitimately deduced from the language of the Bible” ; but

which whosoever shall refuse to aceept, it will be at his peril.

(2.) That Assembly did manifestly interfere with the due
course of law and order in our chureh, by assuming to prejudge
a question that is now undergoing judicial investigation in one

T ——— e —
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e

s i - OV mmed our
of our lower courts; and thus has it totally "overturn

system of appellate courts.

(3.) That Assembly undeniably did, without any legltmlmtltl‘
authority, put to ecclesiastical death, so far as its mﬂucm:u 8 \l-l.
prevail, a minister who is yet in good standing with his

Presbytery. g
(4.) That Assembly has put up the chureh’s com'icfio.n.\- at
this time as a rule of faith for Presbyterians, instead of the sole

rule—God’s Word.

i i fight
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and over all schemes for religious work, so far as they affect the

practice and doctrine of the Presbyteries, and especially the .

office-bearers of the church. It has thus set up an usurping
claim of original jnrisdiction over Presbyteries, and over min-
isters, which subverts our Constitution.

(10.) That Assembly advised four Synods to violate a

sacred contract with their Professors, and urged them to dismiss
one of them summarily, which, according to their mutual
covenants, they have not retained any power to do.

(11.) That Assembly, made up of commissioners from the
Presbyteries, sent by them to consult, vote, and determine on all
things that may come before the body according to the principles.
and constitution of this church and the word of God, did
ruthlessly violate both that constitution and that Word, and
have justly exposed themselves to the severest condemnation.

(12.) That Assembly glorying in its own peculiar historical
position, as eloquently and truthfully set forth by Dr. Palmer,
nevertheless, as so often happens when men begin to boast about
themselves, did actually commit a kindred error to that by
which the General Assembly of 1861 drove our church into a
separate organization ;—the Assembly of 1861 undertook to
determine a political question; ours at Augusta, a scientific
question; the Assembly of 1861 went outside the Bible to decide
whether the allegiance of American citizens is due to the State
or to the Federal Government; our Augusta Assembly went
outside the Bible to make kuown to men for the first time what
precise materials God did or did not use in creating Adam’s
body, and in how much time and in what mode IHe performed
that particular creation.

(13.) That Assembly exhibiting such a jealous and timid
dread of the investigations of science has necessarily given new
courage to Infidelity ; and violating some of the most sacred
features of the doctrine and order of our beloved chureh has
put dishonour and shame upon her fair fame, and now holds
her up to the scorn of all her enemies,

-GILLESPIE.
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