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and over all schemes for religious work, so far as they affect the 
practice   and  doctrine of the  Presbyteries,   and  especially the > 
office-bearers of the church.    It has thus set up an   usurping 
claim of original jnrisdiction over Presbyteries, and over min¬ 
isters, which subverts our Constitution. 

(10.) That Assembly advised four Synods to violate a 
sacred contract with their Professors, and urged them to dismiss 
one of them summarily, which, according to their mutual 
covenants, they have not retained any power to do. 

(11.) That Assembly, made up of commissioners from the 
Presbyteries, sent by them to consult, vote, and determine on all 
things that may come before the body according to the principles 
and constitution of this church and the word of God, did 
ruthlessly violate both that constitution and that Word, and 
have justly exposed themselves to the  severest condemnation. 

(12.) That Assembly glorying in its own peculiar historical 
position, as eloquently and truthfully set forth by Dr. Palmer, 
nevertheless, as so often happens when men begin to boast about 
themselves, did actually commit a kindred error to that by 
which the General Assembly of 1861 drove our church into a 
separate organization ;—the Assembly of 18G1 undertook to 
determine a political question; ours at Augusta, a sehntijic- 
question; the Assembly of 1861 went outside the Bible to decide 
whether the allegiance of American citizens is due to the State 
or to the Federal Government; our Augusta Assembly went 
outside the Bible to make known to men for the first time what 
precise materials God did or did not use in creating Adam's 

body, and in how much time and in what mode lie performed 
that particular creation. 

(13.) That Assembly exhibiting such a jealous and timid 
dread of the investigations of science has necessarily given new 
courage to Infidelity ; and violating some of the most sacred 
features of the doctrine and order of our beloved church has 
put dishonour and shame upon her fair fame, and now holds- 
her  up to the sco'rn   of all her enemies. 

GILLESPIE. 




