At a meeting of the truflees of the firft Prefby-
terian congregation in Freebold, in the coun-

ty of Monmouth, beld on the fixteenth day of
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Refolved,
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Woodbull, and requef a copy of the fermon
which be delivered at the time of the late ge-

neral thank(giving, in order that it may-be
printed.
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S E R M O N,

FOR THE

DAY or PUBLICK THANKSGIVING.

ISAIAH vrxmn 1.

I will mention the loving kindneffes of the L ORD, and
the praifes of the LORD, according to all that the
L OR D hath beflewed on us.

HE being and perfeftions, the providence and

government of God, lie at the foundation of all
true religion—of all real happinefs—of our very be-
ing—and, of the univerfe in general. Take away thefe
foundations, and what a yawning gulf do we hang
over !—how foon would all fhrink back into their na-
tive non-exiftence !—for an independent creature, is
an abfurdity.

As God is the authcr and preferver of the uni-
verfe, fo his providence, both gcncral and partlcu.lar,
reigns over every part thereof.

His general providence is faid to be, ¢ that fuper~
¢ intendency and influence by which he continues in
¢ being and vigour all thofe original laws of nature
¢ by which the ftruture of the univerfe in general, and
¢ the particular being of each individual, are upheld and
¢ continued throughout the feveral ftages of their
¢ exiftence.’

He.
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He who formed the univerfe, and fet the wheels of
the vat m.ichine ia motion, hath not abandoned it
to the diretion of blind fortune, or fickle chance ; but,
fuperintends the whole himfelf, without intermiffion :
and can, with the utmoft eafe, give fuch a diretion to
its movements as to blefs or punifh an individual, a
nation, a continent, or a world.

THis doftrine of 2 general providence does, in
fome refpedts, include a particular one; for it implies that
the moft inconfiderable plant, the meaneft infe, and
the moft contemptible reptile, are under the perpetual
guardianfhip and protection of God. According to
this fcheme, there is not a fpire of grafs, but vege-
tates and grows by a divine agency—not a flower in the
garden or field, but what the hand of God paints—
not 2 bloffom, but what he opens. And, if we turn
to divine revelation, and look through the facred vo-
lume, we fhall find it an hiftory of God’s particular
providence; as in general, it contains an account of
his deaiing with particular perfons, churches, and na-
tions: and teacheth, that his care and infpetion ex-
tend to every objc{t without exception—*¢ that even the
¢ hairs of the head are numbered, and, that not a fpar-
¢ row falleth to the ground, without the will of the hea-
¢ venly Father.’

WHILE we behold the divine agency in - the fpires
of grafs, and in the opening flowers, and acknowledge
God’s fuperintendency over the meaneft infeét; we
cannot exclude it from man, and the kingdoms of nen ;
but rather fay, kere is its proper empire, bere it reigns
in a more peculiar manner.

WiTH refpet to us in thefe United States, wife
obfervers have, with grateful admiration, remarked a
kind and powerful hand of providence, condu&ing us

| | from
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from the feeble ftate of infancy and dependence,
through darknefs—through dangers—and through a

long and bloody conteft, to our prefent ftate of great-
nefs and glory.

Axp it is not only with pleafure, but even with ex-
ulting, I remind you, that, that great and good man,
whofe glories, like the fun, fhine throughout the world,
who led our armies to victory, and ourfelves to empire §
and now fills the firft feat of government ; hath ever
ftood among the foremoft, in viewing the divine hand,
and in afcribing the glory of all his and our fucceffes,
to its powerful interpofition. And in addition to his
example, he is now, by his duthority, ¢alling on us,
and on all united America, to join with him zbis day in
bowing before the Lorp, with adoration and praife for
his abundant goodnefs and mercy—and with ardent fup-
plicatiohs for a continuance of them.

My brethren, being invited by fo bright an example,
enforced by the higheft earthly authority, and led by
the cords of divine goodrnefs, we cannot fuffer all the
rich mercies of God to pafs unnoticed—but while
thanks afcend from the grateful hearts of millions, twe
will join the praife——<wve will join our WASHIN G-
T ON, and the language of every heart fhall be, ¢ I
¢ will mention the loving kindnefles of the Lorp, and

¢ the praifes of the LoD, according to all that the
¢ LorDp hath beftowed on us.’

THE obfervation which naturally arifes, both from
the words of our text, and from our prefent circum-
ftances, is—That we are under ftrong obligations
as a people, to mention the loving kindnefles of the
Lorp, with grateful hearts—and with fincere defires,
to make fuitable returns therefor.

I. Axp
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I. Axp firft, let us comply with the duty, by mens
tioning. the loving kindnefles of the Lorp, and the
praifes of the LorD, according to all that he hath
beftowed on us. Then— :

IIl. SkconDLY, inquire, what are the fuitable
returns which we ought to make, for all that the Logp
hath beftowed on us.

FirsT, let us, with grateful hearts, mention the.
loving kindaefles of the Lorp, and the praifes of the
Lorp—

HERE, I may addrefs you in the admiring language
of Elihu to Job—¢ Stand ftill, and feec the wonderous
¢ works of God !’

We will begin the furvey with a view of that which
holds the higheft rank of all bleflings to our fallen
world—I mean the gift of God’s own fon ; a gift which
leads all others after it—for ¢ he that fpared not his
¢ own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how fhall
‘ he not with him alfo freely give us all things ?’
Throagh him we receive the common bounties of pro-
vidence in #his world ; and through him only, we have
the hope of eternal life in tha# which is to come.

As we have ever lived under a difpenfation of grace, and
do continually experience benefits which flow through
a Saviour ; we are in the habit of viewing ourfelves, and
fellow men, only in that favoured fituation ; and, from
the commonnefs of the view, I fear, lofe a fenfe of the
greatnefs of the blefing. But, could we cxclude the
idea of a Saviour, the Sun of righteoufnefs, from our
world—how gloomy and dreadful a profpe& would rife
before us !~all fpiritual light and life would ceafe, and
every comfort—even hope itfelf, would die—and the

' o whole
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whole human race lie in the fuburbs of hell—=abin-
doned to eternal death! What foul does not fhrink
back from the thought ?~—Were our natural fun to ke
put out, or removed from the fyftem, and leave all
objelts here as frozen ftatues, wrapped in eternal night ;
yet the profpe could not be equally dreadful. How
great caufe then had angels to celebrate the com-
ing of a Saviour as ¢ glad tidings of great joy to ail
¢ mankind I’ but how much greater caufe have we to
proclaim his name, with the loudeft acclamations of joy
and praife !

HerEs too we fhould gratefully mention the good
nefs of God in giving us his holy word, te be a light
to our feet, and lamp to our way—in giving us the ore
dinances of the gofpel, and means of grace; and ever
preferving a church in the world, fo that the gates-of
hell have never effeCtually prevailed againtt it.

AND as proteftants, we ought ftill thankfully to re-
colledt, that after a long night of ignorance and errors
bad fitten down on the chriftian world, by means of
the Pope, that man of fin; that God did, in his pro-
vidence, bring about a glorious reformation in the be-
ginning of the fixteenth century, or about two hundred
and feventy-three years ago: and thereby gave fuch a
wound to the * beaft as hath never yet been healed,
but under the increafe of which he now languithes, and
will, probably, foon expire.

THE nation of Britain, from whence the moft of us
originally fprang, began to be favoured with the light
of

L

* In the Rev. xmi. 17, 18, the sumber of the Beafl’s
name is faid to be fix hundred and threefcore and fix 3§ which
is the mumber of that name which the Pope hath aflumed to him-

felf,
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of the reformation in the reign of Henry the eighth—
but yet in a greater degree in the fucceeding reign of the
pious youny Edward the fixth. The reformation was
interrupted for a fhort teafon, during the reign of the
periccuting and bloody queen Mary; but was again
carrivd on, and pxed on a folid bafis, in the long and
glorious reim of queen Elizabeth.  Yet, under the
fuur fucceeding kings of the Stuarts’ line, perfecution
ouce more reared its malignant head in the land of our
forcfathers, and with bloody hands purfued and drove
them to feck an afvlum in a new worid—where we,
their children, now dwell ;—and where God provided
them a place, and nourithed them from the face of the
Dr;lgon.

HzrE paufe—and take a comparative view of what
they aeere then, and, of what we are mow. If we look
bacty, we fee thom, few in number—driven from their
native land—far from their friends—without fhelter,

fhivering

{eM, and wears on his mitre, viz. VICA RIUS FILII
D E 1, the cicegerent of the Son of God ; thatis, the numerical
letters in the name, muke exactly fix hundred fixty and fix, as
may be feen on trind —thus,
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there mentioned ?
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fhivering on the bleak fhores of the north—or with cau«
tious ftep entering a vaft wildernefs, with favage beafts
and men around them, and boding fears within—now
cafting a fad look to their native fhores—then on
the dreary wildernefs—then up to heaven, for pity and
protedtion.

BuT when we mow look around ; how is the fcene
changed ! An extenfive cultivated country is pouring
its riches into our lap—the convenient dwelling, pleafant
villages, growing towns, and populous cities lie before
us—arts and fciences flourith—commerce fwells the
tide, and millions of inhabitants fill the land, freed
from the gripe of tyranny, conduted to independence
and peace, and crowned with glory and honour ! Here
the foul, filled with pleafing wonder, is confirained to
cry out, ¢ this is the LorD’s doing I’ And this fenfe
of a divine and almighty arm in our favour will be
more confirmed and improved, as we draw nearer, and
confider the manner in which thefe great events have
taken plaice. Want of time will make it neceffary
to pafs over the variety of goodnefs which our fa-
thers have experienced, for whom God prepared 2
place in the wildernefs—led them as by the hand—
and was as a wall of fire round about them—and come,
to what more immediately refpets ourfelves; to our
late, though ever memorable conteft with Great-Britain.
Who, like Pharaoh and the Egyptians, with refpet to
Ifracl, being jealous of our growing ftrength and numbers,
thought it wife to lay their heavy hand and galling yoke
upon us, in order to fecure to themf{elves our fubjeftion
and fervice.  And, when they faw the great foul of
America difdain fuch bondage, inftead of admiring her
virtue, they fent forth their armies like 2 flood to over-
whelm her. And furely we may fay, ¢if it had not
¢ been the Lorp who was on our fide, when men
‘ rofe up againft us: then they had fwallowed us up

¢ quick,
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¢ quick, when their wrath was kindled lgainﬁ us: then
¢ the waters had overwhelmed us—the proud waters
¢ had gone over our foul.” We, being but little more
than in our infancy as a people, ufed to the walks of
peace, unaccuftomed to the arts of war, and deftitute
of the mcans for carrying it on; went forth, like the
ftripling David, with a fling and a ftone, againft an
overgrown Goliah clad in fteel. And the fuccefs in
cither cafe, muft not be afcribed to human power or
fkill; but to a gracious and overruling providence,
whereby the race is not always given to the fwift, nor
the battle to the ftrong.

PROVIDENCE, generally, alts by fecret {prings, and its
way-is often in- the fea, and path in the great waters,
fo that we are unable to trace its footfteps; but in the
American caufe the divine agency has been lefs obfcure 3
yea, God hath fo manifeftly appeared for us in a variety
of ways, that infidelity muft be dumb before him. Some
of thofe ways I fhall briefly mention.

I. FirsT, by impreffing the minds of people, efpe-
cially thofe of the good and virtuous, with a confi-
dence of fuccefs; or, fhall I rather fay, by infpiring
them with an affurance of final vi€tory. It is difficult
to acccount for that high confidence which prevailed
from any other caufe. It could not have arifen from
a view of the comparativc ftrength of the contending
‘parties ; this would have lcd to a contrary conclufion—
it came down from heaven ;—-and, together with that
ardor -which accompanied it, had a powerful and happy
influence through every department, whether civil or
military, and among all ranks of men, from the higheft
to the loweft, fupplied, in a great meafure, the want
of conftitutions and laws ; raifed us fuperior to diffi-
culties and dangers, and enabled us to do, and endure,

what, in the review, is a wonder to ourfelves.
II. ANOTHER




( 13 )

II. ANOoTHER way has been, by raifing up, qualia
fying, and difpofing perfons to conduct our caufe. In
this way God hath in diffcrent ages afforded relief to
his people. Thus, when Hrael was ta be freed from
the Egyptian bondage, become an independent nation,
and have a conftituticn and laws ; Mofes, a wife law-
giver, was raifcd up, and qualified for that purpofe.
When the nations of Canaan were to be conquered by
war ; Jofhua a great general was raifed up. And after
this, when the temple of the Jews was to be rebuilt g
and they returned from the Babylonifh captivity : Cy-
rus was raifed up for that exprefs purpofe, and cven
mentioned by name many years before his birth.

AND when America was to be freed from the Bri-
tith yoke, and be led through a long and bloody war,
to independence and peace; a WASHINGTON
is raifed up, and exallly fuited to her circumftancas.

Axp we mauft afcribe it to the fame fuperintending
care, that cvents were fo difpofed, and the mind of
Congrefs fo inclined, that the man, thus formed by
heaven for the very purpoft, fhould be chofen by our-
felves, from among the thoufands of Amcrica, as our
head and leader.

III. Gon hath alfo wrought for us, by difpofing
pthers to favour, and efpoufe our caufe.

I NEED not inform you, that both individuals and
kingdoms have done this; but efpecially the powerful
nation of France, our firft and generous ally. And
it may be, that a bountiful providence is aboat to re-
ward thcm with bleffings, in fome refpeéts, fimilar to
thofe which they have affifted in procuring for us.

IV. Dyvixe goodnefs hath further been vifible, jn
bringing
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bringing to nought the councils, and difcovering the
plots of our encmics.

THEIR councils have been turned into foolifhnefs,
and they have fallen into the pit, which they themfelves
had digged. We have a very memorable inftance of
this, in the capture of major Andre; and in the dif-
covery of the dark, and traiterous plot of General Ar-
nold ; for betraying our army, and delivering up our
fortrefs into the hands of the enemy.

V. BuT the hand of the Lorp hath been more
efpecially vifible, in overruling, even the viCtories of the
enemy, and our own miftakes and lofies, fo as to make
all work together for good to us; and evil to them.
While loffes on our part have been transformed into
bleflings ; their moft fignal vittories, have ever proved
the occafion of their more fignal overthrow. If at any
time, they werc lifted on high by fucceffes, it ferved
only to make their full the greater, and more terrible.
There is no part of united America, but can witnefs
the truth of this obfervation.

IF we look towards the north; the fucceffes of Burgoyne,
and our lofs, in that quarter, though at the time grievous
on our part, and led us with good old Jacob to fay,
¢ All thefe things are againft us,’ yet, in reality, led to,
and ended in Ais entire ruin, and our triumph; and
gave the firft decided turn to the American caufe.

AND if we turn towards the fouth ; there we behold
the fame fcene afted over again. The rapid progrefs
of lord Cornwallis through thofe ftates, was but his mak-
ing hafte to deftrution; and the fuccefles which he
met, were only baits in the train of providence, to al-
lure him into the net, which was in due time fpread

ever him, fo that none efcaped.
‘ AxD
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AND my brethren, you are my witnefles, that the
progrefs of general Howe in this ftate, though for a
feafon it made the land to tremble, yet led to our vic-
tories both at Trenton and Princeton. Thefe were
events in which your fhare Lath been fo great, and with
which your particular intereft was fo intimately connedt-
ed, that the grateful impreflions of them can never be
worn out, fo long as your li‘e and fenfe fhall continue.

I apD once more, that God hath wrought for us, by
calling in inanimate nature to our aid. It is faid in the
fong of Deborah and Barak, that ¢ the ftars in their
¢ courfes fought againft Sifera.” The elements have been
on our fide: a thick fog covered our retreat from
Long-Ifland ; the fnow covered our attack upon the
Heflians at Trenton ; and the winds and the waves con-
fpired to bring the fleet and army of our allies before
Yorktown at the very junfture they were necded, in
order to complete the capture of Cornwallis and the
Britith army: and did thus perform a very important
part, in that great concluding fcene of the war, which
exhibited to admiring millions, Britain and tyranny
humbled, America and liberty triumphant; and Em-
pire, which had been for ages travelling from the ecaft,
fecurely arrived on this Weftern World. O Empire !
millions hail thee welcome! And while the Britifh
yoke lies broken beneath thy feet, may liberty be feat-
ed at thy right hand, and juftice, mercy and truth, be
enthroned in thy heart ; and thus mayeft thou dwell
with us, till time fhall be no more !

TaAT fame kind and powerful providence, which
in war turned our miftakes and loffes into bleflings ;
and caufed good to come forth out of evil, and light
to fpring up out of darknefs ; bath in peace, as yet,
continued as a glory in the midft of us. To this we
are to afcribe it, that America hath peaceably, and by

confent,
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eonfent, given up a conftitution framed in hafte, amid
the confufions of war; and which, by reafon of its
feeblenefs, could promife little profperity to the people,
or refpet and permanency ta itfelf. And with her col-
le€ted wifdom, in the arms of peace, and with the ex.
perience of ages before her, and the recent experience
of the defeéts of that conftitution, after a cool and tho-
rough examination of the nature of government, the
rights of man, and the fituation and interefts of the
feveral ftates; hath, with admirable unanimity; efta-
blithed a conftitution, in which energy and liberty are
duly blended, and which feems wifely calculated to en-
fure profperity at home, and reputation abroad.

THis, brethren,« this is the elevated -fituation in
which we are a¢ this day placed as 3 people.—And if
from this eminence we look back gh the mazes
which we have pafled; and duly comfider the good-
nefs and mercy, the wifdom and omnipotence, of pravi-
dence which hath brought us to it ; our fouls, abforbed
m the view, muft bow down before the Lorp with

reverence and praife.

IN the hiftory of other nations, we read of defeat-
ing armies ; and fometimes of their fuffering great lofs :
but bere we fee whole armies fwallowed up at-once fo that
none cfcape. Among others, revolutions and governa
ments, have been founded in bloed ;—bhere, we - fee
a revolution take place in peace and friendfbip : and a
conftitution founded in wifdom, containing in itfelf a
remedy for defefts, and an open door for the higheft
improvement. In this review, then, we fec not only
the general courfe of providence in our favour; but,
even mew events take place in the world, tending both
to exalt us as a people, and mark us as the favourites
of heaven,

AND
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AND if we look forward ;—whait pleafing and fub=
lime profpe&s rife, and grow upon the mind—until the
idea becomes tco great for expreflion | —We will there-
fore leave it, and,

II. InQuIRE, what are the fuitable returns, which
we ought to make, for all that the Lorp hath beftow-
ed on us? I anfwer,

1. To obferve the hand of God in our manifold
bleffings, and afcribe them to his power, his bounty
and providence; is one of the rcturns which we
ought to make.

To be fenfible of the author of our benefits, is ab:
folutely neceffary to any meafure of gratitude. Mul-
titudes afcribe their bleflings to the agenty of creatures,
or power of fecond caufes, and thereby rob the Crea-
tor of his due, and derogate from the bonour, which
the firft caufe only has a right to claim.

SouE afcribe all events to irrefiftible and unalter-
able fate ; others to chance, or unintelligible fortune,—-
mere names without 2 meaning. One is ready to fay,
My right hand hath gotten me the viftory; another
claims to himfclf, as the effett of his own wifdom, all
the great things which God hath made him an inftru-
ment in doing; thus that proud and haughty monarch
Nebuchadnezzar boafted 3 € is not this great Babylon
¢ which I have built for the houfe of the kingdom, by
¢ the might of my power, and for the honour of my
¢ majefty * Vain man, he had miltaken his proper rank,
and invaded the rights of God; wherefore, ¢ he was,
¢ driven from men, and did eat grafs as oxen, until
¢ he knew that the moft high ruleth in the kingdom of
“ men, and giveth it to whomfoever he will.’

B Buy
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BT we, who acknowledge the divine agency, in the

{malleft events, and have fo vifbly beheld it, in this Jand

#f providence, leadipg us through dangers, and raifing us

§ to greatnefs and empire; we will cry, ¢ not unto us, O
¢ LorD, not unto us, but unto thy name be the glory.’

2. AN high and exalted efteem of God, is another
return which we ought to make, for all that he bath
beftowed on us.

GREAT benefits not only claim, but alfo tend to
raife our efteem for thofe from whom they flow. Hence,
an ingenuous mind efteems, and even reverences an
earthly benefadtor. But how much more fhould thofe
great benefits, which we have been recounting, and
which have filled the world with admiration, fill our
fouls with the moft exalted reverence and efteem for our
heavenly benefaor. And this inward efteem, thefe
high and admiring thoughts of Jehovah, may be term-
ed the praife, and gratitude of the heart.

3. A FURTHER f{uitable return, is outward praife.
This is making our falvation our fong, and is the over-
flowings of a grateful foul ; and God is pleafed to ac-
count himfelf glorified thereby ; ¢ whofo offereth praife,

" ¢ glorifieth me.” And this the facred word enjoins upon
us, ©in every thing give thanks, for this is the will of
¢ God.” But more efpecially muft this be our duty,
when the Lorbp arifes in his goodnefs and might, and
becomes our falvation.

Tuus, when the Hebrews had been delivered from
the Egyptian bondage, had pafled through the Red fea
on dry land, and had feen the hand of God on Pharaoh
and his army : ¢ then fang Mofes and the children of If-
‘ rael this fong unto the Lorp, and fpake, faying, I
¢ will fing unto the LorD, for he hath triumphed glo-
. ¢ rioufly—
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¢rionfly~«the Lerp is my ftrength ind fong, and he
¢ hath become my falvation ; he is my God, and I will
¢ prepare him an habitation, my father’s God, and I will
¢ exalt him.” And in the days of the Judges, when
God had delivered Hrael from Jabin, king of Canaanj
and Sifera the general of his army was flain by Jael.
¢ Then fang Deborah, and Barak the fon of Abinoam,
¢ on that day, faying, Praife ye the LorD for the aveng-
¢ ing of Ifrael, when the people willingly offered them-
¢ fclves. Hear, O ye kings, give ear, O ye princes ; I,
¢ cven I will fing unto the Lorp, I will fing praife unto
¢ the LorDp God of Ifrael.’

AND can we withhold our praife ? we who have taft-
ed fo much of divine goodnefs ? may, it is our bufinefs on
this folemn day, throughout all the ftates of united Ame-
rica. And O! America, while the loud fong afcends
from thy ten thoufand tongues, may heaven and nature
join the praife, and God, who hath been thy falvation,
bow his ear, and accept thine offering.

4. A GRATEFUL remembrance of what the Lorp hath
beftowed on us—or keeping up memorials of his diftin-
guifhed favours; is another return which we onght to
make unto him.

THis is what God himfelf enjoined upon the Ifrael-
ites of old. The paffover, was a memorial of their pres
fervation in that night, when ail the firft-born of Egypt
were flain : the twelve ftones, taken from the midft of '
Jordan, were to be 2 memorial forever, that its waters |
were cut off, before the ark of the covenant of the Lorbp.
And the days of thankfgiving eftablifhed by Etther, and
Mordecai, were for a grateful remembrance of the happy !
dcliverance of the Jews, from the deftru®tion devifed |

by Haman their enemy.

AND
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Axp of a fimilar nature is the day which we now ce-
lebratc ; it is facred to the purpofe of recounting the
goodnefs of God, and rendering unto him thankfgiving
and praife. But the duty will not end with this day ; his
geoduefs fhould be engraven on the tables of thy heart,
and hou fhouldeft talk of it as thou fitteft in thine
noufe, and as thou walkeft by the way, and tell it to thy
children, and thy childrens’ children.  Again,

5. A LivELy and fupreme love, is another return
which we ought to make.

Tue great and peculiar national bleflings, of which
we have been taking a fhort furvey—the far richer blef
fings of the gofpel of peacc—and above all, the unfpak-
able gift of a Saviour, are difplays of mcrcy and love,
truly aftonithing to man, and altogether worthy of a
God ; and fhould enkindle every pious paflion within us.
¢ We love him,’ fays the apoftle, ¢ becuufe he firft loved
us.”  His great Leve fhould fet all the amiable wheels of
our gratitude, into fivect and delighifod motion.  And
then will follow,

6. A reapy and willing obedience to his commuaend-
ments 3 which 1s another fuitable return,

OBEDIENCE is the very fubflance of our duty ; if thi.
be wanting, all elfeis vain fhew and empty found 5 € be-
“ hold to obey is better than facrifice, and to hearken
¢ than the fat of rams.” To this, 2ll the divine goed-
nefs and love which we have fo greatly expcrienced,
ought, not only to invite, but even conftrain us. And
furelv our own ingratitude would cover us with confufion
and blufhing, were we to remain unmoved by fuch bene-
fits, and to refift the cords of divine love. Motives,
(imilar to thofe which row exiit before us, Jofhua made
ufe of a little before his death, in order to ¢ngage Ifrael

-~
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to ferve the Lorp. He fet before them the goodnefs
of God to their fathers, his wonders in Egypt, in the
Red fea, and on the other fide Jordan—alfo, the good
land for which they did not labour, the cities which they
did not build, and in which they dwelt—the vineyards,
and oliveyards which they did not plant. And then
preffed upon them, faying, ¢ now therefore fear the
¢ Lowp, and ferve him m fincevity and truth”  And
farther adds, ¢ if it feem evil to yoo to ferve the Lorp,
* choofe you this day whom you will ferve)  But lets
them know, that his own refolution was fixed; ¢ as for
* me, and my houfe, we @/ ferve the Lok Happy
rcfohlution! and happy this highlv favoured people,
fhould the goodnefs and love of God previil with them
to refolve the Lome.

I app once micre, tha

7. TrusT in God for the future, is a rciurn which
fornier benetits demand from us.

Tue loving kindnefs, and mercy of God, afford 2
proper foundation for the moit entire truft, and confi-
dence in him. ‘This David kaew, when he faid ¢ Low
¢ excellent is thy loving kindnefs, O God ! thorefore,
¢ the children of men put tleir truft under the thadow
¢ of thy wings.’

IT would be bafe in a fon, to diitruft an earthly fa-
ther, who had been the fupport of his belplefs infancy,
and the guardian and guidec of ' jouth 5 but how much
morce fo, would it be in us, t diftruft our heavenly Fa-
ther, whofe watchful eves have ever becn upon us, and
whele everlafting arms have been undernca.h us.  His
nerey hath relieved our miferics, his goodndts hath fup-
plied our wants, his witdom hath becn our guide in dark-
ncfs, and his almighty power our fhicld in danger : then

when



when future troubles rife, we will fay, Return to ihy
roff, O my foul, to thy Ged, thou needeft go no farther,
look no where elfe, for ¢ they that truft in the Lorbp
¢ fhall be as mount Sion, which cannot be removed, but
¢ abideth for ever.

A FEw obfervations fhall now conclude the fubjeét.

t. FirsT, the paft goodnefs and bounty of God,
with the many vifible interpofitions of his providence,
may lead us to look forward with hope.

Gop wrought wonders for Ifracl, in the land of
Egvpt, in the Red fea, and in the wildernefs, be-
caufc he intended to make them a great nation, and
a blefling to all the families of the carth; the Mef-
fish alfo, was to comc forth of them, and be a
light to the world. And when we fee the fame God
arite, and make bare his arm for Amcrica, we may
cencliide that purpofes of love are in his Aeart ; and
F-p2 that good things are yet in flsre for a great while
to come.

SHouLD we extend our views, and confider, that
in the courte of providence, intercourfe and benevolence
among mankind arc greatly improving, and they be-
coming more and more like children of the fame fami-
Iy—that the man of fin ’s falling, and knowledge abound-
ing—that war hath laid afide more than half its terrors—
and that the horrors of perfecution are, in a great mea-
ture, paft, and, in this refpet, the lion and the lamb
new lie down together. I fay, when we confider thefe
things, together with the events which have taken place
in America, we may be led to look out for the glory of
the latter day; or rather, to look around, and fee if it
do not already dawn : for we are not to fuppofe, that
this doy will appear fulidenly in its fuil glery, like the

faft
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Jaft great day of the Son of man, but gridually, as
the rife and fall of Antichrift have been.

THis hope of approaching glory, added to all that
the Lorp hath already beftowed on us, fhould awaken
our fouls, and e¢ngage us to obedience and love ; and
thus enfure to ouriclves the bleflings which we defire.

For I obferve,

2. Stcoxpry, that God ufually, and I believe al-
ways, treats nations, confidered as publick bodies, ace
cording to their general moral charadter.

'THE Judge of all the carth will do right; he will
render to cvery individual and nation according to their
works. And as nutions exift only in this world, they
muft Aere receive their reward.  Hence, if we look
through the hittory of nations, we fhall find, that fo
long as any have been remarkable {or juftice and righte-
oufnefs, they have alfo been remarkably bleffed: bur
when they became unjuft, and abandoned to vice, God
abandoned them to mifery and ruin. This obfervation
hath been frequently made with refpect to the ancient
" nations of Greece and Rome.  Many other inftences
might be named, but nonc more remarkable than God’s
ancient people Ifrael ; for nonc under heaven were more
eminently favoured, fo long as they continued willing
and obedicnt 3 and nonc more awfully punithed, when
they were difobedient and rebellious, but efpecially when
they had filled up the mcafure of their iniquity, by re-
je&ting the Saviour of the world.

SvrrFeR me then, laftly, to obferve, that the way of
profperity and ruin are both before us.

AND, as 2 new empire, wc¢ ar¢ now to make our
choice.

Attt e o 4+ i o 5.
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clm% Sojemn period—in which the fate of millions
hangs B fufpenfe, and in which the eyes of heaven and
carth are upom us !'—May infinite wifdom dire& us !—
T hear its graciews voice proclaiming, * RIGHTEC US-
¢ NESS EXALTETH A NATION.—Here thea
lies the road to profperity and honour-—juftice to man,
obedience and gmtitude t0.God, lead to the fummit of
matidmal glory ; in zhis way, man will look up to us with
reverence, and God look down with approbation, and
owhl @is as his people.—

~.: On the other hand, iniquity and vice arc the
way to fhame, contempt and ruin. Infinite wifdom and
purity have fo conftrutted the frame of things, that
thefe have a natural tendency to ruin a people, and bring
them low; they hawe alfo a moral caufality, by inflam-
ing divine jealoufy, which fets thcm on fire round about.
O my Country! fhouldeft thou choofe this forbidden
path, thy profperity and peace will pafs away, thy great-
nefs will be lowered with dithonour, thy fun will fet in
darknefs, and thy God will forfake thee. Trembling
thought! flee from this way of darknefs and danger,
and walk in the path of the juft, which fhines bright-
er and brighter to the perfedt day ; hbere peace and fafe-
ty await thee, bere riches and honour allure; yea, to
this, the goodnefs and love of God conftrain, and bind
thee: O! break not thefe cords, but yield to almighty
love—be wholly the LorD’s; and henceforth wear en«

graven on every heart §

* His hand hath loos’d my bauds of pain,
¢ And bosund me with his love.’

THE FND



