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Resolution of Congress ofMarch 27th, 1818.

Resolution directing the Publication and Distribution of the Journal and Proceedings of

the Convention which formed the present Constitution of the United States.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America

in Congress assembled , That the Journal of the Convention which formed the present

Constitution of the United States, now remaining in the office of the Secretary of

State, and all Acts and Proceedings of that Convention which are in possession of

the Government of the United States, be published under the direction of the

President of the United States, together with the Secret Journals of the Acts and

Proceedings, and the Foreign Correspondence of the Congress of the United States,

from the first meeting thereof down to the date of the ratification of the definitive

treaty of peace between Great Britain and the United States, in the year seventeen

hundred and eighty-three , except such parts of the said Foreign Correspondence as

the President of the United States may deem it improper at this time to publish .

And that one thousand copies thereof be printed , of which one copy shall be

furnished to each member of the present Congress; and the residue shall remain

subject to the future disposition of Congress,

APPROVED , March 27th , 1818.

COMPLETE IN SIX VOLUMES.

STEREOTYPED .

Jackson Hall, Washington.
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WILLIAM CARMICHAEL TO C. W. F. DUMAS .

Amsterdam , October 22d , 1776.

Sir,

I enclose a letter which I expected to deliver ere this in person.

I arrived here last Friday, and had so many inquiries to make to

gratify Mr. Deane's curiosity, that it has not been in my power to

attend to you so soon as I could wish . For fear that I should not

be able to leave this to -morrow , to do myself the honor of waiting

upon you, I have sent this letter. When I come to the Hague, I

shall put up at the Hotel de Turenne, where you will do me much

pleasure to leave your address particularly. The knowledge I have

had of you for many months, by Mr. Deane and others, makes me

regret every moment that delays me here, and denies me the pleasure

of assuring you in person how much I am, what every true Amer

ican is, your very humble servant ,

WILLIAM CARMICHAEL.

O

COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO C. W. F. DUMAS.

Philadelphia , October 24th , 1776 .

Sir,

Our worthy friend, Dr. Franklin, being indefatigable in the labor

of his country , and few men so qualified to be useful to the commu

nity of which he is a member, you will not be surprised that the

unanimous voice of the congress of delegates from the United States

of America has called upon him to visit the Court of France, in the

character of one of their Commissioners for negociating a treaty of

alliance , &c . , with that nation . He is the bearer of this letter, and

on his arrival will forward it. To him we refer you for information

as to the political state of this country ; our design in addressing you

at this time being only to continue that correspondence which he has

opened and conducted hitherto on our behalf.

We request to hear from you frequently ; and if you make use of

the cypher, the Doctor has communicated the knowledge of it to one

of our members. Your letters, via , St. Eustatia , directed to the

Committee of Secret Correspondence, then put under a cover to Mr.

Robert Morris, merchant, Philadelphia, and that letter covered to
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Mr. Cornelius Stevenson , or Mr. Henricus Godet, merchants at St.

Eustatia, or under cover to Mr. Isaac Gouveneur, merchant at

Curracoa, will certainly come safe, and if you can send with them

regular supplies of the English and other newspapers, you will add

to the obligation . The expense of procuring them shall be reim

bursed, together with any other charges, and a reasonable allowance

for your time and trouble in this agency. The members of this

committee, styled the Committee of Secret Correspondence, are

John Jay , Thomas G. Johnson , Robert Morris, Richard Henry Lee,

William Hooper, and John Witherspoon ; and as vacancies happen

by death or absence, the Congress fill them up with new members,

which we mention for your information, and with great respect and

esteem remain, sir, your most obedient , humble servants ,

ROBERT MORRIS,

RICHARD HENRY LEE,

JOHN WITHERSPOON,

WILLIAM HOOPER.

WILLIAM CARMICHAEL TO C. W. F. DUMAS.

Amsterdam , October 27th , 1776.

Dear Sir ,

You owe to my forgetfulness what ought only to proceed from my

respect, yet I will not quarrel with any thing that gives me an

opportunity of writing to you .

I left the Memoir on Commerce in your hands, and it is necessary

I should have it as soon as possible. I send you Common Sense, but

you must look on my presents as Indian ones, for I, like they,

expect much larger in return ; as much as you please, and I am sure

you can spare a great deal of what I send you . My present is only

the rough material of America, your returns will be elegant and

superb manufactures of Europe.

The English mail is not arrived . I have a very angry letter from

Mr. William Lee on the subject I mentioned to you respecting Dr.

B. I am happy to know that I acted for the public good, and that,

without partiality to any person, will , I hope, always be the rule of

my conduct.

I am, &c. , WILLIAM CARMICHAEL.
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