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To Messrs. Flugg & Gould.

GErNTLEMEYN,

It gives us piea&ﬂ to learn, that you have
proposed to publish an edition of Witherspoon’s Letters
on the Education of Children, and on Marriage. The
repulation of such an author can receive no addition
from a recommendation of ours.  But if our recom-
mendation would be of any consequence to the publish-
ers, we can, with great satisfaction state, that in our
judgment, these Letters, like many other of that au-
thor’s writings, display a deep and exact discernment
of human nature, and contain a fund of christian wis--
dom, suited to practical purposes.. T'he general circu--
lation of the Letters would, we are confident, produce a
salutary influence upon the happiness of domestic life,
and upon the character of the rising genmeration.

~

LEONARD WO0ODS,
MOSES STUART. -

Theological Seminary, Andover, Feb. 1, 1817,
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LETTER L

ArrEr 30 long a delay, 1 now set myself to fulfil.
my promise of writing to you a few thoughts on the ed-.
ucation of children.—Though I cannot wholly acquit.
myself of the crimes of laziness and procrastination, yet
I do assure you, what contributed net a little to its ie-
ing hitherto not done, was, that I considered it not as.
an ordinary letter, but what. deserved to be carefully.
meditated on, and thoroughly digested.. The concern.
you show on this subject, is highly commendable : for:
there is no part of your. duty, as a Christian, or a citi-
zen, which will be of greater service to the public, or.
a source of greater comfort to ydurself..

The consequence of my thinking so long upon it,.
before committing my thoughts to paper, will probably
be the taking the thing in a greater eompass lﬂan eith.
er of us at first intended, and writing a series of letters,
instead of one.. With this view I begin with a prelimi~
nary to the successful education of children, viz. that
husband and wife ought to be entirely one upon this
subject, not only agreed as to the end, but as to the
means to be used, and the plan to be follewed, in order
to attain it. It ought to encourage you to proceed in
your design, that % am persuaded you will not onl
meet with no opposition to a rational and serious ed-

ucation of your children, but great assistance from
¥ % % 8 & % » ¥

- ’.
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The erased lines contained a compliment, written
with great sincerity : but recollecting that there are no
rules yet settled for distinguishing true compliment from
flattery, I have blotted them out: on which, perhaps,
you will say to yourself, « He is fulfilling the character
which his enemies give him, who say, it is the nature
of the man to deal much more in satire, than in pane-
gyric.” However, 1 content myself with repeating,
that certainly husband and wife ought to conspire and
co-operate in every thing relating to the education of
their children; and if their opinions happen, in any
particular, to be different, they ought to examine and
settle the matter privately by themselves, that not the
least opposition may appear either to children or ser-
vants. When this is the case, every thing is enforced
by a double authority, and recommended by a double
example : but when it is otherwise, the pains taken are
commonly more than lost, not being able to do any
good, and certainly producing very much evil. .

Be pleased to remember, that this is by no means -
intended against those unhappy couples, who, being es-
sentially different in princi l;es and character, live in a
state of continual war. It is of little advantage to
speak either to, or of such persons. But even differen-
¢es incomparably smaller, are of very bad consequence :
when one, for example, thinks a child may be carried
out, and the other thinks it is wrong ; when one thinks
a way of speaking is dangerous, and the other is posi-
tive there 1s nothing in it. The things themselves may
indeed, be of little moment; but the want of concur-
reuce in the parents, or the want of mutual esteem and
deference, easily observed even by very young children,
is of the greatést importance. :

As you and 1 have chiefly in view the religious ed-
ucation of children, I take it to be an excellent prelim-
inary that parental affection should be purified by the
principles and controled or directed by the precepts of
religion. A parent should rejoice in his children, as
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they are the gift of a gracious God; should put his
trust in the care of an indulgent-RBrovidence for the
servation of his offspring, as well as himself; should be
supremely desirous that they may be, in due time, the
heirs of eternal life ; and, as he knows the absolute de-
g:ndance of every creature-upon the will of God, should
ready to resign them at what time his Creator shall
see proper to demand them. This happy qualification
of parental tenderness, will have a powerful influence
in preventing mistakes in the conduct of education.—
It will be the most powerful of all incitements to duty,
and at the same time a restraint upon that natural fond-
ness and indulgence, which, by a sort of fascination of
fatality, make parents often do or permit what their
judgment condemns, and then excuse themselves by
;a{mg that no doubt it is wrong, but truly they cannot
elp it. : :
Another preliminary to the proper education of chil-
dren,is a firm persuasion of LEe enefit of it, and the
_ probable, at least, if not certain success of it, when
faithfully and prudently conducted. This puts an edge
upon the spirit, and enables the christian not only to
make some attempts, but to.persevere with patience
and diligence. 1know not a common saying either more
false or pernicious, than ¢ that the children of good
men are as bad as others.”” This saying carries n it
a supposition, that whereas the force of education is
confessed with respect to every other human character
and accomplishment, it is of no consequence at all as
to religion. This, I think, is contrary to daily experi-
ence. _Where do we expect to find young persons pi-
ously disposed but in pious families? The exceptions,
or rather appearances to the contrary, are easily ac-
counted for, in more ways than one. Many persons
appear to be religious, while they are not so in reality,
but are chiefly governed by the applause of men. Hence
their visible conduct may be specious, .or their public
rfo;mances applauded, and yet their families be neg-
ected.
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It must also be acknowledged that some truly well
disposed persons are extremely defective or imprudent
in this part of their duty, and therefore it is no wonder
that it should not succeed.* This was plainly the case
with Eli, whose sons we are told, made themselves vile,
and he restrained them not. However, I must observe,
if we allow such to be truly good men, we must at the
same time confess that this was a great drawback upon
their character ; and that they differed very much from
the father of the faithful, who had this honorable testi-
mony given him by God, ¢ [ know him, that he will com-
mand his children and his household after him, that
they serve me.” To this we may add, that the child of
& good man, who is seen to follow dissolute courses,
draws the attention of mankind more upon him, and is
much more talked of, than any other person of the same
character. Upon the whole, it is certainly of moment,
that one who desires to educate his children in the fear
of God, should do it in a humble persuasion, that if he
is not defective in his own duty, he will not be denied
the blessing of success. I could tell you some remark-
able instances of parents who seemed to labor in vain
for a long time, and yet were so happy as to see &
change at last ; and of some children in whom even af-
ter the death of the parents, the seed which was early
sown, and seemed to have been entirely smothered, has
at last produced fruit. And indeed no less seems to-
follow from the promise, annexed to the command,
Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he
is old he will not depart from it. '

Having laid down these preliminaries, I shall say a
few things upon the preservation of the health of chil-
dren. - Perhaps you will think this belongs only to the
physician : but, though a physician ought to be employ-
ed to apply remedies in dangerous cases, any man, with
a little reflection, may be allowed to form some judg-
ment as to the ordinary means of their preservation.

' @ See Note A. :
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... The fundamental rules_for preserving thie health of
children, are cleanliness, liberty, and free air. B
cleanliness, I do not mean keeping the outside of their
clothes in a proper condition to be seen before compa-
ny, nor hinc{:ering them from fouling their hands and
feet, when they are capable of going abroad ; but keep-
ing them dry in the night time, when young, and fre-
quently washing their bodies with cold water, and oth-
er things of the same nature and tendency. The sec-
ond rule is liberty. All persons, young and old, love
liberty : and as far as it does them no harm, it will cer-
tainly do them good. Many a free born subject is kept
a slave for the first ten years of his life ; and is so much
handled and carried about by women in his infancy,
that the limbs and other parts of his body, are frequent-
ly misshapen, and the whole very much weakened ; be-
sides, the spirits, when under confinement, are general-
ly in a dull and languishing state, The best exercise
in the world for children, is to let them romp and jump
about as soon as they are able, according to their own
fancy. This in the country is best done in the fields ;
in the city a well aired room is better than being sent
into the streets under the care of a seryant, very few of
whom are able so far to curb their own inclinations, as
to let the children follow theirs, even where they may
do it with safety. As to free air, there is nothing more
essentially necessary to the strength and growth of an-
imals andy plants. Ifa few plants of any kind are sown
in a close confined place, they commonly grow up tall,
small, and very weak. I have seen a bedg of beans in
a garden, under the shade of a hedge or tree, very long
and slender, which brought to my mind a young family
of quality, trained up in a delicate manner, who if they
ow at all, grow to length, but never to thickness.—
g:: universal 1s this, that I believe a body of a sturdy
or well built make, is reckoned among them a coarse
and vulgar thing.
There is one thing with regard to servants, that I
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Wwould.pdrticularly recommend to your attention. All
children are liable to accidents ; these may happen un-
avoidably ; but de generally arise from the-carelessness
of servants, and to this they are almost always attribu-
ted by parents. This disposes all servants, tEéod-or
bad, to conceal them from the parents, when they can
ssibly do it. By this means children often receive
urts in falls or otherwise, which, if known in time,
might be easily remedied, but not being known, either
prove fatal, or make them lame or deformed. ‘A nea?
relation of mine has a high shoulder and a distorted
wdist, from this very cause. To prevent such acciv
dents, it is necessary to take all pains possible to ae-
&xire the confidence of servants, to convince them of
e necessity of concealing nothing. There are two
dispositions in parents, which hinder the servants from
making discoveries; the first is, when they are very
passionate, and apt to storm and rage against their ser~
vants, for every real or supposed neglect. Such per-
sons can never expect a confession, which must be fol-
Jowed by such terrible vengeance. The other is, when
they are tender-hearted or timarous to exeess, which
makes them show themselves deeply affected or great-
ly terrified upon any little accident that befals their
children. In this case, the very best servants are un-
willing to tell them through fear of making them mise-
rable. In such cases, |:gerefore, I would advise pa-
rents, whatever may be their real opinions, to discover’
them as little as possible to their servants. Let them
still inculcate this maxim, that there should be no ses
crets concerning children, kept from those most nearly
interested in them. And that there may be no tempta~
tion to such conduct, let them always-appear as cool
and composed as possible, when any discovery is made,
and be ready to forgive a real fault, in return for a can-
did acknowledgment. S
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Ir I mistake not, my last letter was concluded by
some remarks on the means of inducing servants to be
careful of the safety of children, and ready to discover
early and honestly any accidents that might happen to
befal them. - I must make some farther remarfs upon
servants. 1t is a subject of great importance, and in-
separably connected with what I have undertaken.—
You will find it extremély difficult to educate children
properly, if the servants of the family do not conspire
in it ; and impossible, if they are inclined to hinder it,
In such a case, the orders issued, or the method laid
down, will be neglected, where that is possible and
safe; where neglect is unsafe, they will be unsuccess-
fully or improperly executed, and many times, in the . -
hearing of the children, they will be either laughed at,
or comphained of and disapproved. The certain con-
:e?::nce of this is, that cﬁildren will insensibly come
to look upon the directions and cautions of their parents,
as unnecessary or unreasonable restraints. It is a
knowa and very common way for servants, to insinue
ate themselves into the affections of children, by grant-
ing them such indulgences as would be refused them
by their parents, as well as concealing the faults which
ought to be llmnished by parents ; and they are often ve-
ry successful in training them up to a most dangerous
fidelity in keeping the secret.

v Such is the evil to be feared, which ought to have
been more largely ‘described : let us now come to the
remedy. - The foundation, to be sure, is, to be very nice
and careful in the choice of servants. This is com-
monly thought to be an extremely difficult matter, and
we read frequently in public papers the heaviest com-
plaints of bad servants. I am, Eowever, one of those
who think the fault is at least as often in the masters.
Good servants may certainly be had, and do generally
incline of themselves to be in good families ; and when
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they find that they are so, do often continue very long
in the same, without desiring to remove. You ought,
therefore, to be exceedingly scrupulous, and not with-
out an evident necessity, to hire any servant but who
seems to be sober and pious. Indeed, I flatter myself,
that a pious family is such, as none but one who is eith-
er a saint or a hypocrite will be supposed to continue
in. If any symptoms of the last character appear, you
need not be told what you ought to do.

The next thing, after the choice of servants, is, to
make conscience of doing your duty to them, by ex-
ample, instruction, admonition and prayer. Your fidel-
ity to them will naturally produce in them fidelity to

ou and yours, and that upon the very best principles.
1t will excite in them a deep sense of gratitude, and at
the same time fill them »witE sentiments of the highest
and most unfeigned esteem. I could tell you of instan-
ces (you will however probably recollect some your-
self) of servants, who from their living comfortably, and
receiving benefits in pious families, have preserved such
a regard and attachment to their masters, as have been
little short of idolatry. I shall just mention one—A
worthy woman in this place, formerly servant to one of
my predecessors, and married many years since to a
_ thriving tradesman, continues to have such an un-
diminished regard to her. master’s memory, that she
cannot speak of him without delight ; keeps by her un-
til this hour the newspaper whicﬁ gives an account of
his death and character, and, T believe, would not ex:
change it for a bill or bond, for a very considerable sum,

But the third and finishing direction with regard to
servants, is to convince them, in a cool and dispassion-
ate manner, of the reasonableness of your method of -
proceeding, that as it is dictated by conscience, it is
conducted with prudence. -; Thence it is easy to repre-
sent to them that it is their dity, instead of hindering
its success by opposition or negligence, to co-operate
with it to the utmost of their power. It is not below.
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apy man to reason in some cases with: his servants.—

There is a way of speaking to them on such subjects,

by which you will lose nothing of your dignity, but even

corroborate your authority. While you manifest your
firm resolutiorf, never to depart from your right and ti-

e to command ; you may, notwithstanding, at proper

peasops, and by way of condescension, give such gen-

eral reasons for your conduct, as to show that you are
not acting by mere caprice or humor. Nay, even while

{:u sometimes ipsist, that your command of itself shall

a law, and that you wil(not suffer it to be disputed,
nor be obliged to give a reason for it, you may easily
show them that this also is reasonable. . They may be
told that you have the greatest interest in the wef}are
of your children, the best opportunjty of being apprised

as to the means of prosecuting it, and that there may
be many reasons for your orders, which it is unneces- .
sary or improper for them to know.

... Do not think that all this is excessive refinement,

" chimerical or impossible. Servants are reasonable
creptures, and are best governed by a mixture of au-
thority and reasen. They are generally delighted to
find themselves treated as reasonable, and will some-
times discover a pride in showing that they understand,
as well as find a pleasure in entering into your views.
When they find, as they will every day by experience,
the success and benefit of a proper method of education,
it will give them a high opinion of, and gonfidence in
your judgment; they will frequeml{ consult you in
their own affairs, as well as implicitly follow your di-
rections in the management of yours. After all, the .
very highest instance of true greatness of mind, and the
best support of your authority, when you see necessary
o interpnse it, is not to. be opinionative or obstinate,
but willing to acknowledge or remit a real mistake, if
it is discreetly pointed out, even by those in the lowest
stations.. The application of these reflections will oc-

cur in several of the following branches of this subject.
’ -
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‘The next thing 1 shall mention as necessary, in or-
der to the education of children, is, to establish as soon
as possible,-an entire and absolute authority over them.
This is a part of the:subject which requires to be-treat.
ed with great judgment and delicacy. 1 wish I may be
able to do so. Opinions, like modes and fashions,
change comimalz;son every point ; neither is it easy
to keep the just middle, without verging to one or oth- -
er of the extremes. On .this, in particular, we have

e in this nation in general, from one extreme to the

“ very utmost limits of the otker. In the former age,
both public and private, learned and religious edu-
cation was carried on by mere dint of authority. - This,
to be sure, was a savage and barbarous.method, and was
in many instances terrible and disgusting to the youth.
Now, on the other hand, not only severity, but author-
ity, is often decried ; persuasion, and every soft and gen-
tle method, are recommended, on such terms as plain-

1y lead to a relaxation. I you will be convinced

Lded“b middle way is best, when you find it recommen-
by the spirit of God in his word, Prov. xix. 18.—

% Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy
soul spare for his crying.” You will also find a cau-
tion against excess in this-matter, Col. iii.21. “Fath-
3“’ provoke not your children to anger, lest they be

isco » :

‘1 have said above, that you should ¢ establish as

soon as possible an entire and absolute authority.” I

would have it early, that it may be absolute, abso-

lute that it may not be severe. If parents are too 1

in beginning- to-exert their authority, they will find the

task very difficult. Children, habituated to indulgence
for a few of their first years, are exceed:::gy impatient
of restraint, and if they happen to be of stiff or obstinate
tempers, can hardly be brought to an entire, at least to

a quiet and placid submission ; whereas, if they are ta- .

ken in time, there is hardly any temper but what may
be made to yield, and by early iabn the subjection be-

comes quite easy to themselves. - ,
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-* The awthority cught also tb be ahsolute, that it may -
not be severe. The more complete and: uniform a pa-
rent’s authority is, the offences will be more rare, pun-
ishment will -be leas needed, and the more gentle rilnd
of gorvection will be abundantly sufficient. We see
every where abeut. us examples of this. A perent that
has once ohtained, and knows how to preserve aythor-
ity, will do more by a look of displeasure, than anoth-
er by the most- passionate words and even blows. It

- bolds univereally in families and schoels, and even the
greater bedies of men, the army and navy, that those
who keege strictest discipline, give the fewest strokes.
1 have {requently remarked . that parents, even of thc
softest tempers, and who-are famed for the greatest in-

. delgence 0 their ehildren, do, notwithstanding, cosrect
them move frequently, and even more severely, though
to vety. little: purpose, than those who keep up-theiran-
therity. - The reason is plain. Cbildeen, by foolish
iadulgence, hecome after 30 froward and petulant in
their tempers, that they provoke their easy parents past
endurarice ;- 50 that they are-obliged, if pot to strike,
at least tosoold them, in a manmer- as little 10 their own
eredit, as their children’s profit.. o

" There is not a more disgusting sight than the impo-
tent: rage of. a’parent who has no autherity. Among
the lower ranks of people, who are under no restraint
from decency, you may sometimes see a father or moth-,
er running out into the steeet after 3 child who is fled
A bog won ofce topid enough i magian tar neigh

they are often stupid enough to imegine that nei

bors.or pessengers will prfve thl:x‘:%n this conduct,

in fact it Slls every beholder with horror. There
83 of the same fauk to be seen in persons of
betier rank, though ing itself somewhat different-
ly. Il words and:a tions will often. fall out be-
tween parents end children before company; a sure
siqn t there is defect of government at bome or in
private. The parent stung wikh shame at the misbeha:
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Yiour or indiscretion of the ehild, desires to- ade
the observers that it is not his fault, and thereby effect-
mll{ convinces every person of reflection that it 5. *
I woulkd therefore recommend toevery:parent to be-
gin the establishment of autherity much mere early thaw
is commvaly supposed to be possible : that isto say,
from about the age of eight or nine months. Yanv{B
perhaps smile at this: but ] do assure you from experi+
ence, that by setting about it with pruodenee, delibera«
tion, and atiention, it may be in a maoner completed:
by the age of twelve or fourteen months. Do not imas.
- agine | mean to bid you use the rod at that age; ot
the contrery, I mean to preveat the use of it in a great
rmeasure, and to point out a - by -which childrea’of
sweet and easy.tempers may be brought to such a heb<
it of compliance, as never to need coerection at adl ;
and whatever their- temper may be, to need mueh less
than upon any other supposition. This is one of my fo- -
von:('ieevsdn-et;;let me try to- explain and recom-
me ito - : : ‘ RS
.+ Habits im general may be very early foraved in ehil-
dren.. An association of ideas is, a8 it were, the parent’
of habit.* If then, you can‘accustom your children to.
perceive thet your will must always prevail éver theirs,-
when they are opposed, the thing is done, and they’
will submit to it without difficulty or regret.. To bring
« his about, ‘as soen as they begin to show their inclina-
tien by desire or aversion, - let single instances be cho-
sen now and thea (not -too. fi ) to cemtradict:
them. For example, if a child a desire to have
any-thing in his hand thet he sees, or has any thing in
his hand with which he is delighted, lot the parent take
it-from: bim, and ‘when he does 0, let no consideretion:
whatever make him restore it at that time. . Then ata.
considerable interval, perhaps @ whole day is little
enough, especially at first, let the same thing be repeat-
ed. Inthe mean time, it must be be carefully observed,
' "#Sce Noto B. ,
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that no attempt ah;ﬂﬂr?ade ncomdnetoftb child
in the interva ot the least appearance of opposi-
tion, if possible, should be found lretween the will of the
pérent and thatof the child, except mtloucbundses
when the parent must alwcya il
-1 think it neutury attempts should aL
mys be made and ted at p intervals by the
same ‘mon ki u ‘better 1t Id be by the fa-:
.‘, s bt:e mother oran female attendant, bemn;:
w necessarily in many cases, to
dnng;dmpleum to the ¢ as in.dressing, washing,
&c. which spa operation ; neither is it necessary.
that they should mterpose, for when once a full author-
‘#ty is established in ome person, it can easily be com-
musicated to others, as far as is proper. Remember,.
however, that. mother or nurse should never presume to.
condale with the child, or show any signs of displeas-
use et his being crossed; but on the cantrary, give
every mark of appobauon, and of their own submis--
s;on',r l:: the same person. - " tiude
frequently repeated will in a lit
time 80 p:ecd habituate: theyclnld to yield to the pa-
rent whenever he interposes, that he will make no ap-
ition. I can assure you from experience, bav ,
iterally practised this- method myself, that I mcﬁ
a child of twelve months old, but who would suffer me to
take any thing from him-or ber, without the least mark
of anger or dissatisfaction ; while they would not suffer
any other to do so without the bittesest complaints.—
You will ‘easily perceive bow this is to be extended
mnally and universaily, from one to another,
icting to commanding them. t this, and
severel odnt remarks upon ishing and preserving
mhmty, must be mﬁned to anoﬂ:er letter.
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LETTER IIl.
. ~ DEAR SIR, ‘

- T'mz theory laid down in my last letter, for estab-
lishing an early and absolute autherity over children,
is of much greater moment than, perbaps, you will im-
mediately apprehend. There is a great diversity in
the temper and disposition of children ; and wo less in
the penetration, prudence and resolution of pavests.—-
From all these circumstances, difficulties arise, which
increase very fast as the work is delayed. Seme chil-
dren have naturally very stiff and obstinate tempers,
and some have a certain pride, or if you please, great-
nes’s‘:‘fd. mingin wl:iich makes the; think i:}‘a mean thing
to yi is disposition is often- strengthen-
ed in those of high birth, by the ideag::f‘tl{eir own dig-
nity and importance, instilied into them from their
er’s milk. 1 have known a boy not six years of age,
who made it aﬁntof honor not to cry when he was
beat, even by his parents. . Other children have so
strong passions, or so great sensibility, that if they re-
eeive correction, they will cry immoderately, and either |
be, or seem to be; affected to such a degree, as to endan-

their health or life. Neither is it uncommon fer

parents:in such a case to give up the point, and if
‘they do not ask pardon, at least they give very genuine
ﬁh of repentance and sorrow for what they have
€ : '

1 have said this is not uncommon, but I may rather
ask you whether you know any perents at all, who have
so much prudence and firmness as not to be discouraged
ia the one case, or to relent in the other ? At the same
time it must always be remembered, that tise correction
is wholly lost which does not preduce absolute submis-
sion. Perhaps I may n:‘y it is more than lost, because
it will irritate instead of reforming them, and will in.

“struct or perfect them in the art of overcoming their
pareats, which they will not fail to manifest on.a future
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epportunity. It is surprising to think how early chil-
dren will 3:‘liscov.'m'm:l'ﬂ’: Weisak side of their pzrents,
and what i:gnuk thz will show in obtaining their
favor or avoiding their displeasure.” 1 think] have ob-
served a child in treaty or expostulation with a parent,
discover more consummate policy at sevenyears of age,
than the parent himself, even when attempting to cajole
‘himx with arful evasions and specious On
-all these accounts, it must be a vast tage thata
habit of submission should be brought on so early, that
.ewen memory itself shall not be able to reach back to
its beginnimg. . Unless this is done, there are many ca-
ses in which, after the best management, the authority
-will be imperfect; and some in which any thing. that
deserves that name will be i ible. There ave some
families, not contemptible either in station or character,
in whick the parents are literally and properly obedient
.80 their children, -are forced to do things against their
-will, and chidden if they discover the least ward-
- mess to comply. If you know none such, I am sure 1 do.
i- .Let us now proceed to the best means of preserving
-aathority, and the way in which it ought to be daily ex-
ercised. : I will trace this to its very.source. bat-
" ever authority you exercise over either children or sey-
+'vants, or as a magistrate over other citizens, it ought
~to be dictated by conscience, and directed by a sense
-.of duty. Passion or resentment ought to have as little
lace as possible; or rather, to speak properly, though
~few -can of haviag arrived at full perfection, it
-eught to have no place at,all. Reproof or correction
: given in a rage, is always considered by him to whom
- 3t is administered, as the effect of weakness in you, and
:-therefore the demerit of the offence will be either whol-
-Jy denied or soon forgotten. 1 bave heard some par-
: ents often.say, that they cannot correct their chi
unless they are angry ; to whom I have usually answer-
ad, thex‘nﬂgou ought not to correct them at all. Every
one would be sensible, that for a magistrate to discover
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intesmperate rage in ounciag sentence ageinst a
, would be hgﬁ;nmdeoent. Ought not. pas

to punish their children in the same dispassionate:

rer ! Ought they not. to be at least equally concerms

ed to discharge their duty in.the best msaner, in the

one case as in the other? : -

- He who would preserve his a ity over his chils
dren, sheuld be particularly watchisl of his own. coas
duct.. You may as well pretend to force people to lowe-
what is not amiable, as to reverence what is not respec.
zhle. A decmcg :lfl conduct, thel'cme &:’t’}:ﬂﬁph of

portment, are y servicea purpose we
have now in view. Lest this, however, should be mis-
taken, I must put in a caution, that ¥ do not mean tores-
commend keeping children at too great a distance by
a uniform sternnesa and severity of carriage. . This, I-
think, is not necessary, even when they are young;
and it may, to children of some tempers, be very hnzl
when they are old.. By and by you sheil receive from
'mao‘niteconturydirecﬁon. t by.dignity of cams :
ris mean: parents showing ves always cool :
nmﬁ’ewnable in their own conduct ; prudent and cans
atkind 5 2ot Setfl or impariont, of passioaataly fond
mankind ; not or impatient, or i :
of their own peculiarities ; and t gentle and affec--
tionate to their children, yet avoiding bvi?.in their -
presence. - This probably is the meaning of the pre-
cept of the ancients, maxima dedetur pueris reverentia.®
I would have them cheerful, yet serene. In short, I.
would have their familiarity to be evidently an act of |
condescension. Believe it, my dear sir, that which be- :
gets esteem, will not fail to produce subjection. T

. That this may not be carried too far, | would recons- .
mend every expression of affection and kindness to
children n it is safe, that is to say, when their be~:
hariour is such as to deserve it.  There is no opposi- :
«'chmhould be particulagly careful of our conduct in the presenck -

. . ©

E B8
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tion stadh between pavental tenderaess and perental ass
thoeity. They are the best to each other.
It-is:not-ouly. lawful, bat will-be of service, that parents-
should diseover the greatest fondness for children in in
f-r:z; and :make them perceive distinotly with how
much pleasure they gratify all their innocent inclinas
tions. This;:however; must always be done when they
are quiet, gentle, and submissive in their carriage. s
Seme have found fault with giving them; for doing well,:
Little rewards of sweet:meats an lgl:!&ings, as tene
ding to make thery mércenary; and leadiag them to leok :

the indulgence of appetite as the chief good.——
:;!hs 1 -apprebend, is' rather mﬁni:grwo-nmh: the -
great paint:is, that they be: rewarded for doing:

_ and not for doing evil.* When they are cross fro- -
whrd, 1. would never buy peace, but force it. Nothing:
.can be more: weak and foolish, or more destructive of
atthority, - than when children are' noisy and in an ill -
hamor, to give them or promise them something to ap--
pease them. When the m@mhegmtogin'
pansions and subsidies. to the'N rn nations to keep-
them quist, & man might bave foreseen without the spire -
itof prophecy, wha would: be master in a little time.— -
The case is exactly the same with children. - They-
will soon. avail themselves of this easiness in their pae
remts, commend favours-instead of bcﬁng them, and
be-insolent when they should be grateful.: :

*. The same :conduict otght to be uniformly preserved -
ad children advance in years and understanding. Let '
parents try to convince them how much they have their
real intarest ¢ heart. Sometimes children will meke-
a request; and receive a hasty or froward denial : yet-

‘reflection the thing rs not to be uareasona-

, and: fisally: it is granted ;. and whether it be right
orwrong, semetimes by the- force of importunity, it is
éxsorted. - If:parents expeet either gwatitude or sub--
mission. for favors.so. uagraciously bestowed, they will
- : -  Ses Noto C, : S
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find themselves egregiously missmken. It is their

to prosecuts, II'J it ought to be their comfort to‘:e,y'
the happiness of their children; and therefore they
ought to lay it down as a rule, never to give a sudden
or hasty refusal; but when any thing is med to
them, consider deliberately and fully w it s
mpen-and after that, either grant it cheerfully, or

y it ﬁm:‘l'gl - :

. It is a noble support of authority, when it is really
and visibly directed to the most important end. My
meaning in this, [ bope, is not obscure. The end I
eensider as most important is, the glory of God in the
aternal bappimess and salvation of children. Whoever
kelieves in a future state, whoever has a just sense of
the importance of eternity to himself, cannot fzil tof

hmve a like concern for his offspring. This shoald be'
his end both in instruction and government ; and when
it visibly appears that he is under the eonstraint of
eensoience, and that either reproof or correction ar¢
the fruit of sanctified love, it will give them.irresistible
ferce.. 1 will tell you here, with all the simplicity ne-

eessary in such a sitestion, what | have often said v
my course of pastoral visitation in families, where ther¢’
is in many cases, through want of judgment, as wel as' ;
want of prineiple, a great neﬁl:ct of authority. ¢ Use-
your amzmy for God, and he will su it Letit

always be seen that you are more displeased at siw'
than at folly. What a shame is it, that if a child shall;’ "
thwough the inattention and levity of youth, break 3
dish or a pane of the window, by which you may los#
the value of a few pence, you should storm and rage at
him with the utmost fury, or perhaps beat him with un:
merciful severity ; but if he tells a lie, or takes the
mme of God in vain, er quarrels with his nﬂ'ghbon, ke
shall easily obtain pardon : or perhaps, if he is reprow
ed by others; you will justify him, and take his part.”
‘ou cannot easily believe the weight that it gtves to/
family authority, when it appears visibly 0 proceed
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foom o sense of duty, and to be.itself an wct of obe-

" dience to God. This will e coolness and:com-
il et

posure in the manner, it wi and enable a pareat

to min every expression of heart-feit tenderness, with

the mestsevere and needful reproofs. It will make it

mite comsistent to affirm, that the rod itself is an evi-
ce of love, and that it is true of every pious

on earth, what is said of our Father in heaven :—

¢ Whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth, and scourgeth

- every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chasten-

ing, God dealeth with you as with sons: for what .son.
is he whom the Father chasteneth not ? - -But if ye ave
without chastisement, whereof .all are partakers, then
are ye bastards and not sons.”  With this maxim in-
your eye, I would recommend, that solemnity take the

place of, and be substituted for severity. When a

child for example, discovers a very depraved disposi-

tion, instead of multiplying stripes in proportion to the

reiterated provocations, every circumstance should be

introduced, whether in reproof-or punishment, that can’
either discever the seriousness of your mind, or make

an impression of awe and reverence upon his. The

time may be fixed before hand, at some distance—on the

Lord’s day—his own birth.day—with meny other cir-

cumstances that may be so special that it is impossible
to enumerate them. I shall just repeat what you have

heard often from me in conversation, that several pious

persons made it an invariable custom, as soon as their
children could read, never to correet them, till after they

had read over all the passages of scripture which com-

mand it, and generally accompanied it with prayer to

God for his blessing. 1 know well with what ridicule

thjs would be treated by many, if publicly mentioned ;

byt that does not shake my judgment in the least, being «
fully convinced it is a most excellent method, and that

it.is impossible to blot from the minds of children,

while they live upon earth, the impressions that are

made by these means, or to abate the veneration they

will retain for ‘the parents who acted such a part.
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auh dxm h-‘ bof ekt ot mm
3 W at-
mthmgn onr btz::me l;r: ——— P
in rwe W3y copmteract it.
. Nothing is more destruative of uﬂmmy,xhnhpent
dnpmes and chiding wpon smadimdtters. This is eften
mere irksome to children: thap -perests: are. aware of,
'&.u“ opnion and mogman of e weightsif ot whar
£ opinjon 1t ty:ifiDgt | B
t ly contemptible. As.before 1 recommended dignity \in
. your. general equduct, s ina particuler. manuer,; leuhe
utmast care be taken not to.render autherity cheap, by
too often interponing it. = Thepe .is really too greet a
- ¥isk to be yun ia eveny such instance.. -If pasesis will
be deciding direcily, and censuring every momant, ik is
‘to -be suppesed .will be. sometimes .wrong,- and
whea this evidently appears,- it will teke away from
. the credit of their-apinton, apd weaken their mﬂueue.e,
evm where it ought to prevail. .
ho&, to encowrage goatochoooe a wise

phn, and to adhere to it with firmness, I can venture

' to assure you, that there.is no donbi of your success
To subdu;a ywh after he has been accustomed
to indulgenca, 1 teke to be inall cases diflicult, and in
.weany impossible ; . but while the. body.is tender, to
bring, the mind to subnumon, to_train up a child: m:.he
nurture and admonition of the Lord, 1 know is not ig-
possible : and He who hath givea the commnd, can
scarcely fail to follow it wuhiuo L

—
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' DEAR SIR, "

Havixe now finished what l proposed to say-6n
the means of establishing and preserving ‘authority,’ I
shadl proceed to another very fmportant branch of the

oy




ﬁhhwmmwﬂennm
with every good man to pay the strictest atteationtd

his visible conduct. What we see everydey Nes v

constant and powerfal inflwence on our tehjer dnd
carriage, - Henee' avise wational cheracters, ankd was
tional manners,-ahd every. cheractesistic Mmbmoﬂ
ageandplace. ‘But of this1 ktveudready &xdnt
Hu&evuwmymtoputyou-m-md

im of esammple to enforce instraction, or of the
: ahneﬁhm of a man/s pretanding t6 teach others
- what he-despizes himself. - -'This vught in the

smanser to.be huid before: pastess snd mrun ret
Ives;

sons, who often defeat habitually by their what
: tbyumptmdowyntleeimﬂ of their
If there remaims the Jeast suspicion of your-be-

ing of that character, these letters would have beex

quite in snother straine . Fhelieve treve aresome per:

sems of very irreglar lives; whio have so mueh natmrel
iaglnm their comsciences, that they weuld be grieved
offended, if their children shauld tread ex.
y in own steps : but.evén these; and-thuch less
others, who are more hardened; caa: neverbe expected.
%o undertake or carry on- theaym of education, wei
are row endeavouring to iHustrate, Suffbor me, howev~
or, before I proceed, to make one remark ; when § hdve
heard of pareats who have been watcbed by their osm:
children, .when drunk, ‘and .taken care ‘of, lest they
should meet with i m;:;lry h‘:'nd: hlﬂﬁnlbh acmdents---m'h whose
intemperate- a sphemies, have, withe
out scruple, x exposed both to children and ser-
vaats—or whoy as. has ‘been sometimes the case, were
scarcely at.the.pains. ntmal their criminal ameurs;
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even from their own offapring-—I] bave often: reflected
onthe degree- of impiety in principle,:or searedness of
comscience, or both united, necessavy to support them
isrsuch circomsetances. Let. ws leave all such with a
mixtuse of pity and disdain. b -

. .By.ssentioning example, thevefore, as an important
and-pecessary branch of the education of children, I
have chiefly in view a great number of particvlars,
which, y talien, ave, or at.least are supposed
h-beml i wt'; yet by .'tlh;;irlmnion:or ﬁg:quent
sopetition, importast . asting effects. I
havealso in view to include all that: class gf actions, ia
which there is, .or may. be,.a coincidence ‘between' the
dwitiés of piety and politeness, and by means of which,
the: dne is.incorporated with the other. These are to
e inteoduced under the head of example, besause they
will-appear there to best.advantage, and beeause many
of them ¢aa bardly be teught orunderstood in any oth~
or Mevs . 1. - - . .

] y o LRI ! .
cuuse:&ho::r jnsx; p ks byt

1 .consider.religion as the.most
esserntial 3 ony you mnean at the same time that
your chi should be fitted for en: appearance be-

coming their station in the: world. It is also the mere
necessary, as mewy ave apt to disjoir whelly the ideas
of piety atdwpdlitewess, and to suppose them not only
distinct, hut incempatible.. This is a.dengerous snare!
to many patents, whe: think there is no:medium. be.
tween the grossest rusticity, and giyiag away to all the:
vanity and exts t:z:ce of a dissipated life. Persons’
truly. piows -have: by their conduct given counte-
namce: (o this mistake. By a certain narrowness of
‘sentiment and behavior they have become themselves,
and rendered their children, unfit for.a general inter
oourve with mankind, or the public duties of an active
lfe. . .- ; :
¥ou know, sir, as much as axy man, how cen
my opinion and conduct have been upon this subject.

.



LEFTERD ‘ON ‘EDSSATION, 87

1 cannot help ‘thiking it rve religion is ot ety
consistent with, bat ne¢essdry 16 the perfection’ of true
iteness. ‘Thete'is a noble séritinvent 16 this pusose
1llustrated at eonsviderable hﬁ-‘in the Port-royal es-
says, viz.. * That worldly politeness is no tnore then
an imitation or impevfect copy of christan eharity; be-
ing the pretence or owtward appesrarice, of that
ence to the judgment, and utiention toitheohttereet ‘of
-others, which a‘true Christlan haie ‘s’ the. rele of his
life, and the dispositien of i hearty: |- hévearpres.

ent in my mind the idea of vertain persons;’ whom'you
will easily guess at,of the &Wm-m‘m of
‘the male, and twice: that: number} at' least; of the fomale
sex, in whom piety and higls stition are united: What
= sweetness and complacency of towmtefiice, what ‘2
loohdescension and pontleness of ntdoners, driding from
the hunility of the ‘gospel beiny Joined to the refined
elegance insepardble from they ciroumstanees - life!
Be pleased to follow me to thie other extreme of
Jraman ‘society. ‘Let usigo toithe remetest cottage of
the wildest country, snd-xisit:the family that inhabits it,
3f they ure pious, there iy o certviwhinmnity and good
will ammﬁ%behﬂlim , whiclsmakes -t n
ble. - re- is ‘wlso -u ‘decenty: hr their: dentr-
-ments, which, flowing from the dietstes of consétence,
48 as pleasing in "all respects as the restraint imposed
-by the rules of good-breeding, with: wikohi-the persons
‘here in view have little up{:tdnﬂity oftbeing acquaint-
ed. - On the contrary; unbred:ceuntry people, when'
swithout principle, hawe generelly a’ savageness and
bratality in their.camisge;as contrary 1o good manners
as to pte‘:z itself. - No-one has a‘better opportunity of
making observations of ‘this:kind, thaw }:have from my
office and situation; and I can-assure' you; thit religion
is the great polisher of the: commen people.- It even
enlarges their understanding as té other things. Hav-
::5 been' accastomed to exereise: tirsir :jedgment and
reflection on .religions: sebjects; they ge capable of
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%mmm pﬂMormy

. 4ot me ot Moﬂk middle ranks of
hie Hevs, aleay 1. le aot 40 affirm, that whmrver
SheDs 3 Wan has:bee i, ov aained to,

mnouunm.ba&n sddition te the politeness lus
So%iages . They seom indeed te confess their relation
%0 one.aupther, by-their reciprosal infuence. In-pro-
wmmm religion contributes te
make .men. decens - or: CAUFeGN, 20 true - politeness
svards- there effactvally e any ovtrage egainst puly
or pariky. I 1 were y throwa into
<angereus compeny, I & nouppaebend anydqu
ﬁh‘f;mwm wdw I h ho g:::’mu
» ve known
wham‘mﬁdekmmnﬂple,udm lives, I had
xeasoh 0 helieve,. 'mpnm:yhd,yetmm.
versation they were gynnded, mpl-nﬁ
:whezeas if there come into company » rough,
od couniry geatleman, no man can promiss that
lotbnakowlnmmmmnnhuuobm
allusion, which it weuld be wreng to attribute to im-
pmi ;pnnchutomkm wont of reflection. -
been aleeady 100 long: m the mtrm
wvm ibe reasans for 1 propose shall
pnrtofthuhuhafthenb t,udymlmnu
.make angther p«nug there is the greater
nacessity fox uniting and politepess in the system
of fam, ‘;3' thntas piety is by that ‘means in-
culeated with ymmt advastage, 80 politeness.can
scarcely be attained in other way. It is very rare that
persons reach a higher degree of politeness,. than what
({haveheen krmdtomthefamﬂ:enofdmzw
other near relations. . True politeness not
mm,tmdreu,ora few motions of the bedy, bat ia
a babit of sentiment snd conversation: the first may be
learned from a mastex, and. in. a little time; the last
only by a long.and:copatant intewcoyree. with thase whe
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possass, and-are thersforenble o hpade R0 As e
difficulty is certainly greatest With'the fehalé sex, e
wnuse they have fewer oppertenithes-of deing abroad
in the world, | shelk takéwn exemple otk aisag then®l
- - ;Sappose-a man: of Jow bith H e cohhiry,
- by ry and ‘phreimonys esOBecomd™ wéil :
bes a daughter to. whom rs desiestd give 4 !genedd
wdecstion. ' He sendacher torystirvelty 'to' B Soanding
athoel, for the other which s nester tie) yokr §tpleas-
wd oot oo think suffieient: for that pirpdses “Bhe wil
wpuedily lesmmiobayexpensive and faslifondifi-clomes,
snd west probably be in'the verypieisht'and extvi.
‘gemce: of fushiow, ene’ of ‘the” suleﬂﬂ%”’oﬁ'afﬁlgdr
taste. She may also, i’ her caparity 3§ tolerable; et
#id of her rustic:sir and chrrieged g St by beWér
shan .oedinary; dearn 16 discoussd apoti winitever
“i-thien inivegue, and : comes- it immedititely after the
- weather; which is ‘the: bégiiining of “all’ eonversatioh.
Bur as ber residence”osnly for-a -tiine, she' yéturns
fome ; whese she can weof’hearm "‘bixt";a‘fsbefotg%
Mustdhe not relapse speedity it the ‘safé-vulgatity i
semtiment; and - perhaps the sarie proviréifl 8 cg;r‘ﬁ
which she had been aecustomed ﬁmhe':gum’?-f Néi
sher is:it impossible that shie may fust é88in 3% thuch
of the city veremenial, as by: the incongrioe® inPetifé,
will render her ridicudlous. ' Thebe- ie btit’ one "m
way of e::ro;whiohm have seen sonfe young w
of mrerit and:capacity mle; which i¥ to contract 41 iff-

timacy with perssis_ of 'liberal ‘sentitiérits and higher
h:z? dnd be as Hide 1 their relations &% pos-
sible : 1.have given-thls deseriptiot 'to convince ydu
ahat it is in-their: futher's: bbu£ 'end 'by ‘the convéf
- smtien and manners; to which they are’there acétstom-
wd; that childreh ‘must:be. formed 18 foliteriess, as well
as to.virtwe, I carry:this matter 86 'far; that TthinkCit
sodisadeamtage to be:bredio high; as well as too low,
. Jrdo not desire, and:haveakveys’ déefined any dppor:
. umitiengiven me ofimving my chilin: redidlefong ih
3
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familiss of high vapk. 1 was afreid thyy would-con-
tract an air and manaer- unsuitable 16 what was to be
ghe:condumtbe remeinder of- thelrdwaé } would-
wish to give vy children-as just, as noble, and as elegant
_spntimem&as,mﬂe, te: tmafor»nﬁoml cemver-
gation-j:but a and earviage suited te their stationt:
pad net jnceasistent with the meeknces of the goapel. !
“Fhotgh. the length of.this digression, or explaoate..
z.mm bas made it impessible: to'say muchie-
letter on Torming children’s charecter and menners
by example, before I eonclude I- will give onejdirection
which is pretty comrprehensive. - Givé the utmost sty
fention to the mubnge of receiving and
strangers in your- family, as well 2 wwm

and expte ms with - to them 'whan-they
&auheyhmmn&m
ot mad u politeness of carnage, and: the-most

amiable sort ofhospm)i&y, is-to think of others-jast as
a Christian ought, and e express - these. shoughta with
modesty and: candor This-will keep you-ot a0 equed
distance from e surly and miorese carriege -on .theose
band, and & -fawning, eviaging .0 ule
ssary compliment and mnony«on&he other. As
:K::e are circumstances 10: which children i carly life
are very u&tenuve, and which ecewr consgently i their
sence, it-is- of much moment what sentiments: they’
ymbibe from the behaviour of their parents. 1 do.not
mean only their learning from them s2n ease and dignity
‘carrisge, or the contrary ; but slso, seme meral or
nnrnozal abits of the last e - 1 they pess-
ceive you happy and lified up with tha visit ot comnter
nance of persons of high renk, solicitous t0 entertain
perly; submissive antd flattering in your meme
per oth g to them, vain and apt-to boest of yous -
cognexion with them: and if, on the: contrary, they
percelve you bardly ejvil topersens ofinferior stationsy
or narrow circumstances, impatietit of &ereqm
and immediately seizing the w of thew
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parture 10 despise: or expose them ; will not this natur-
ally lead the young mind to censider righes and hi

sistion 8s thogeu»umsofemhly;mheu? will
it pot give: 3 strong bias to .their desires and
studies,.as, well as visibly affect their behaviour to oth-

”,“.a:&,fz; Da not think that this is 100 sice and
refined : 3L Ampressions . upos. -y - persons,
incensiderable in themselves, have _z:grea‘

anwell os lasting.effeet. = L
«1 Jimemember: to- have read many years ago; in thé
mohbé of Copbray’s.education of a daughter, an

adwvice to pavents to: let their children perceive thet

they asteem, others, not- .according to their station or
outwand splendor, but their virtue and. real wossh. It
respect -dws. {0 mea, awﬁ to. their plece in civil
lide, which: a. good wen oot fail te give them,
emendoweqnscience sake.. But itis an easy. matter, in
perieat consistemcy with this, by maere frequent volun«
tary indercoupse, 88 well as by ous usual manmer of
speaking; .to pay that homage which is due to piety, to
express surcontempt or indignation at vice, or mean-
nass. of .ewery kind. 1 think it no inconsiderable addi-
tion Mrthinwmk, that we. ﬁhonld l:dacauﬁoul‘ no:
imati mess.as 2riue by outward statjon ; a
leeep ﬂ: :Emu-e diswence from envying as from flatter-

« -t what I must particularly recommend to you, is,
to.avoid that co,anon ;but dcmlh ::stom ofin?eiv;
ing.pereons with -courtesy, the marks of rea
f?ﬁnﬂuh' .8 ;your howse ; and the moment they are
gooe, falling: upon their character and coadect with
vomercifal aeverity. 1.am sensible there are some
emaes, though they: are not numerous, in which it ma

be lawful to say.of others behind their back, what it

wonldcbe-at Jenst imprudent or ursafe to say in their

ownspmssence.. Neither would I exclude parents from
the adwantage.of. peinting onttoxbwohﬂg dren the mis-,
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takes- and wicks of others, .as &' warning or lesson of
insiruction to themselves. Yet as detraction in gener<
al s fo he avodednalltimku, sooial,lothmthe
mostlmprqpermso.tos to.an mspmjmhcq
is, after you have just. reg:éedomyt;eaud hm in o
hoapitable manaer, as a friend. . There is something
mean in-it, and something so nearly allied to:hypoc
and d»wgumnas,that Iwould not choese toaot
8 part, even to those whom I would take another oppoe:
Wity of pointing out to my children,.as persans whoae.
eonmanon they: ahould avoid; and whose comhct thcy
M]d dbbl‘. o

In every station, and anong all ranb, lhnnh is
often transgressed ; but there is :one 4n which it
is more frequently and more umunn transgressad
than is any other,and that is: y.m theabsent intd
ridicule, for any thiag odd .or a in: their behas
viaur. : L am sumry;to eay that this is.anindecosum that:

vaila:in seversl families of high.rank. A maa:ef
wferior station, for some particular regson is admisted
to their company. He is perhaps not well acquainted
with the rules of politeness; and the preseace of his
superiors, to which he is unaccustomed, increases his
embarrassment. Immediately on his departure, a pet-
ulant boy or giddy girl will set about mmnckmg
motions and zepeating his phrases, to- the: enter-
tainment of the company, who apparently. derive mugh
self-satisfaction from @ cincumstance, in which. thee is
ne_ meritatall. If any person renders: himaelf justly:
ridiculous, by, affectiog a character which he-ia unable
to sustaip,:let him be treated -with the eontempt he.der.
serves.  But there-is -something very ungenerous .in
people’s treating their inferiers with dmhm, whexely bes
cause the same Providence that made. than anceuen
great, left the-others in a lower sphere. -

-1 It has often given .me great. mdlglauonwlom .

eman or his wife,. of real worth; goad undewsiands |

ﬁ; but simple manners, despised : uﬁ ‘ridiguled ifor.a
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defect-which they conld not remedy, and that often: by
the most insigaificant and frivolous, who mever
uttered a seatence in their lives that deserved to be re-
membered or repeated. Bat if this conduct is ungen-
erous in the great, how diverting'is it to see ‘the same
i nha earriedudown thl;lo;g all thc;?’enornnh,
and. showing itself in a silly triumph of every class
over thoseevho-ne supposed to be- below them. ¥
bave kiown many persons, whose station was not su-
perior to mine, take great pleasure in expressing their
-contempt of vulgar sdeas and low life;  and even a
tradesman’s wife in a city, glorying over the unpol-
ished manners of her conntry acquaintance.

.- - Upon the whole, as there is no disposition to which
young persons are more prone than: derisioa, and few
that pareats are more apt to cherish—under the idea
of its bemsignofspri htliness and vivacity—there
is nowe which a pious and prudent parent should take
greater care to restrain by admonition, and destroy by
a contrary example. S e :

—iSve - v

LETTER V. '
.- Lt us now proceed to consider more fully what
it is_to form children to piety by example. Thisis a
a snmof great extent, and, perhaps, of diffic
The difficulty, however, does not consist either in
abstruseness of the arguments, or uncertainty of the facts
upon which they are founded, but in the minuteness or
trifling nature of the circumstances, taken separately;
whick makes them often either wholly unnoticed or
greatly undervalued. It is a subjeet, which, if 1 mis.-
take not, is much more easily conceived than explain-
od.: If you bave it constantly in your mind, that your
-whole visible de will powerfully, though insers-
aibly, influence tiie opinions and future conduct of yemr),
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children, it will give a form or color, if I may speak
so, to-every thing you say or do. There are number-
less and nameless instances in which this reflection
will make you spesk, or refrain from speaking, add, or
abstain from, some circumstances of action, in what
you are engaged in ; nor will this be accompanied with
any reluctance in the one case, or constraint in the
-~ But I must not content myself with this. My pro-
fession gives me many opportunities of observing, that
the impression made by general truths, however justly
stated or fully proved, is seldom strong or lasting. Let
me, therefore descend to practice, and’ illustrate what
1 have gaid by examples. Here again a difficulty oc-
eurs. If I give a particular instance it will perhaps
operate no farther than recommendihg a like conduct
#n circumstances the same, or perhaps perfectly simi:
lar. _For example, I might say, in speaking to the
disadvantage of absent persons, I' beseech you never
fail to add the reason why you take such liberty, and
‘indeed never take that liberty at all, but when it can
be J'ustiﬁed upon the printiples of prudence, candor
and charity. A thing may be right in itself, but chil-
dren should be made to see why it is right. This is
one instance of exemplary caution, butif I were to add
a dozen more to it, they would only be detached pre-
cepts; whereas I am anxious to take in the whole ex-
tent of edifying example. In order to this, lét me
range or divide what I have to say under distinct heads.
A parent who wishes that ‘his example should be'a
speaking lesson to his children, should order it so as
to convince them, that he considers religion as necessa-
1y, respectable, amiable, profitable, and delightful. 1
am sensible that some of these characters may seem so
nearly allied, as scarcely to admit  of a distinction.
Many perts of a virtuous conduct fall under more than
one of these denominations. Some actions perhaps de<
#erve all the-cpithetd here mentioned, without excep-
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tion and without prejudice one of. another. But the
distinctions seem to me very useful, for there is certain-
ly a class of actions which may be said to belon ue
harly, or at least eminéntly to each of these dgii;:r:nt
beads. Taking them separately, therefore, will serve
to point out more fully the extent of your duty, and
to suggest it when it would not otherwise occur, as
well as to set the obligation to it in the stronger light.
. 1. You should in: your general deportment, make
your children perceive that you look upon religion as
absolutely necessary. I place this first, because it ap-
pears to me first hoth in point of order and force. I
am far from being against taking all pains to show that
religion is -rational. and. honorable in itself, and vice
the contrary ; but I despise the foolish refinement. of
those, who, through fear of making children mercenary,
are for being very sparing of the mention of heaven o#
bell. Such conduct is apt to make them conoeive, that
a.neglect of their duty is only falling short of a

of honor and advantage, which, for the gratification of
their passions, they are very willing to relifiquish;
Many parents are much more ready to tell their chil
dren such or such a thing is mean, and not like @ gen-
tleman, than to warn them that they will thereby. incue
the displeasure of their Maker. But when the prace
tices are.really and deeply oriminal, as in swearing
and lying, it is quite improper to rest the matter there,
- 1 admit that they are both mean, and that justice ought
to be done to them in this respect ; but I contend that i

should only be a secondary cousideration. .

' Let not human reasonings be put in the balance
with divine wisdom. The care of our souls is repre-
sented in_ scripture as the one thing needful. He
makes a miserable bargain, who gains the whole world
and loses his own soul, It.is not the native beauty of
virtue, or.the outward credit.of it, or the inward satis-
faction .arising from it, or even all these combined to-
gether, that will he sufficient to-change our natares and
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govern gur covduct ; but.a deep convictien, thallmpdest
we ave reconciled to God, we without doubt per
ish everlastingly. -
~ You will say, this is very true and very fit for a
. pulpit—but what is that class of actions that should
mapress jt hebitually oe the minds of children ? perbaps
ou will evea say, what one action will any good man
ge ilty of—much more habitual cenduct—that can
tend to weaken- their belief of it! . 'This is the.v
point which 1 mean to explain. Itis certainly poug
. that a man may at stated times give out that he looks
wpon religion to be absolutely necessary, and yet his
cenduct in many particulars may have no tendency to
impress this on the minds of his children. . If -he suffers
particular religious. duties te be easily displaced, to be

shortened,: l:ﬁpqned or-amitted, the most trifling
acceunis, depend upon it,thia.w:ﬂ' meke religion in
Ffeneral:neen less. necessary, to these who observe it.
- Il ag mnpleasant day .will keep 2 man from public wor-
-ghip, when perhaps a burricane will oot leeep him from
ap election meeting—4f be choeses to take physic, or
ive # 0 his-childres on the Lord’s day, when it could

e dome with equal ease on .the day before-or after—
if he. will more readily. allow his serventsto-pay a visit
to their frieads on that day than any other, though he
has reason to believe they will spend.it in feasting and
idleness—it will not be easy to eveid suspecting - that
worldly adventage is what determines his choice. - .
. Take an example or two more on this head. . Sup~

ing a man usually to worship God in his fmﬂ{:ﬁi ‘

. sometimes, omits it—if be allows every little busi-
- mess to interfere with it—if company will make him
dispense. with it, or shift it from its proper season—-be-
lieve 1ne, the idea. of religion being every man’s-first
sad grest eancern is in .a good measure weakened,.
if not wholly dast. . It is a very: nice thiag in zeligion
to know the real ¢onnexion between spirit and . form,
and bow far the Iptter may be . dispensed svith without
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-lesing the. fevmer. . Pheform-withoutthe spiritiis goed
for nothing ;; but onthe other bund;the - spirit witheut
the form, never yet existed. 1am of opinion, that
punctual-and . even: scrapuadous - ity, in all those
‘duties. that ocour periodically, is the way to make them
-easy and 'pleasant to those who atterid them.. They
- also become, like all other habits; in some degree re-

;- so that those who have been long accustomed
to them, feel an uneasiness in families where they are
generally.or-frequently neglected. : }eannot help also

. mentioning to you, the great danger of paying and. re-
ceiving visits on .the Lord’s day, unless when it is-ab-

:solutely necessary. It is amatter not:merely difficult,
-but wholly impracticable, in - such cases, to guard . ef-
fectually - against improper -subjects of: conversation.
Nor is this all, for let'the conwersation be what it will,
I conterd that the duties of the family and the closet
are fully sufficient : to employ the whole time; which
must - therefore ‘beiwasted or misapplied by the inter-
.course of o R
- I only further observe, that I know no circumstance
“from which your opinion of the necessity of religion
will appear with greater clearmess, or carry in it great-
. er force, than.yeur-behavior toward your c{ildrim, and
~your treatment of them, in time of dangerous sickness.
t€ertainly there is.notime in their whole lives when the
"mecessity appears more urgent, or the opportunity more
favorable, for impressing their minds with & sense! of
the things that belong to their peace. What shall we
:say then of those parents, who, through fear of alarm-
img their minds, and augmenting their disorder, will not
-suffer any mention 40 be made to them of the approach
of death, or the importance of -eternity ? 1 will relate
‘to you an example of this. A young gentleman of es-
tate in my parish, was taken ill of a dangerous fever in
a.friend’s house at a distance. 1 went to see him in
his illness, and his mother, a widew lady, intreated me
#ot to say any thing alarming to him, and nof to-pray

4
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with him, but go to -prayer in another reom, where,
she wisely observed, it would have the same effect.
The young man himself soon found that I did not act
as he had expected, and was so impatient that it be-
came necessary to give him the true reason. On this,
he insisted, in the most positive maunner, that all re-
striction should be taken off, which was done. . What
was the consequence? He was exceedingly pleased
and composed ; and if this circumstance did not hasten,
it certainly neither hindered nor retarded his recovery,
.Be pleased to remark, that the young gentleman
here spoken of, neither was at that time, nor is yet, so
_far as I am able to judge, truly religious ; and therefore
I have formed a fixed opinion, that in this, as in many
other instances, the wisdom .of man disappoints itself.
Pious advice and consolation, if but tolerably adminis-
tered in sickness, are not only useful to the .soul, but
gerve particularly to calm an agitated mind, to bring the
animal spirits to an easy flow, and the whole frame inte
such a sfate as will best favor the operation of medi-
cine, or the efforts of the constitution, to throw off or
conguer the disease. o -
uffer me to wander a little from my subject, by
observing to you, that as I do not think the great are
to be much envied for any thing, so they are truly and
heartily to be pitied for the deception that .is usually
put upon them by flattery and false tenderness. Many
of them are brought up with so much delicacy, that they
are never suffered to see any miserable or.afflicting ob-
ject, nor, so far.as can be hindered, to.hear any affect.
ing story of distress. If they themselves are sick, how
many absurd and palpable lies are told them by their
friends ! and as for physicians, | may safely say, few of

" them are much conscience bound in this matter. Now,
let the success of these measures be what it will, the
only fruit to be reaped from them is, to make a poor
dying sinner mistake his condition, and vainly dream

of earthly happiness, while hastening to the pit of per-.
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dition. But, as I said before, men are often taken in
their own craftiness. It oftentimes happens that such
.persons, by an ignorant servant, or officious neigh-
E:;r, or some unlucky accident, suddenly discover
their true situation, and the shock frequently proves
fatal.—Oh ! how much more desirable is it—how much
more like the reason of men, as well as the faith
of Christians—to consider and prepare for what must
inevitably come to pass! I cannot easily conceive
any thing more truly noble, than for a person in health
and vigor, in honor and opulence, by voluntary reflec-
tion to sympathize with others in distress; and by a
well founded confidence in divire mercy, to obtain the
victory over the fear of death. '

2. You ought to live sa as to make religion appear
respectable. Religion is a venerable thing in itself, and
it spreads an air of dignity over a person’s whole de-
g::tment. I have seen a common tradesman, merely

ause he was a man of true piety and undeniable
worth, treated by his children, apprentices and ser-
vants, with a much- greater degree of deference and
submission, than is commonly given to men of superior
statiorl, without that character. Many of the same
meannesses are avoided, by a gentleman from a prin-
ciple of honor; and by a good man from a principle of
conscience. The first keeps out of the company of
common people, because they are below him—the last
is cautious of mixing with them, because of that levity
and profanity that isto be expected from them. If,then,
religion is really venerable when sincere, a respectable

~ conduct ought to be maintained, as a proef of your own
integrity, as well as to recommend it te your children.
To this add, if you please, that as reverence is the pe-
culiar duty of children to their perents, any thing that
tends to lessen it is more deeply felt by them than by
others who observe it. When I have seen a parent, in
the' presence - of his child, meanly wrangling with his
- servant, telling extravagant stories, or otherwise ex-
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posing his vawity, credulity or folly, I have felt jast the
same ' proportion of sympathy and tenderness for the
one, that I did of contempt.or indignation at the other.
What has been said, will, in part, explain the errors
which a parent ought to shun, and what circamstances
he ought to attend to, that religion may appear respect-
able. © All meannesses, whether of sentiment, conver-
sation, dress, manners, or employment, are carefully te
be avoided. You will.apply this properly. to yourself.
I'may, however, ‘ust mention, that there is a consider
able difference in all these particulars, according te
men’s different stations. The same actions are mrean
in one station, that are not soin another. The thi
itself, however, still remains ; as there is an order:an
cleanliness at thetable of tradesmen, that is different
from the elegance of a gentleman’s, or the sumptuouss
ness- of a prince’s or nobleman’s. But to make the
matter still plainer by particular examples. I look
upon talkativeness and vanity to be among the greatest
enemies:to dignity. It is needless to say how much
vesity is contrary to true relig:: ;-and:as to the othery
which may seem rather an infirmity than a sin, we are
expressly cautioned against it, and commanded to be
swift to hear, and slow to speak. Sudden anger, too,
and loud, clamorous scolding, are at once contrary to
piety and dignity. Parents should, therefore, acquire
as much as possible, a composure of spirit, and meeks
ness of:language ; nor. are there many circumstances
that will more. recommend religion to. children, when
they see that this self command is the effect af princis -
ple and a sense of duty. P
. There is a weakness 1 have observed in many par.
ents, to show a partial fondness for some of theirchil-
dren, to the neglect, and in many cases approaching te
a ‘jealousy er hatred of others. Sometimes we see a
mother discover an excessive partiality to a handsome
daughter, in comparison of those that are mere hamely
" in t?yair figure, - Thig is a barbarity, . which.would: ke
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trefy incredible, did not experience ' that it readly
exists. One would think they s rather be excited
by natural affection, to give all possible encoura
to those who labour under a disadvantage, and bestow
every attainable accomplishment to balance the defects
of outward form. At other times we see a partislity
which cannot be accoeunted for at all, where the most.
ugly, peevish, froward child of the whole family, is the-
favourite of both parents. Reason ought to counteract
these errors ; but piety ought to extirpate them entire-
lg‘.’m I.do. not stay to mention the effects that flow
them, my purpose being only to show the excel
lence of that character which 1s exempted from them.
The real dignity of religion will also appear in the
egonduct of a good man toward his servants. It will
,g’nt out'the true and proper distinction bétween con-
: ion and meanness. Humility is the very spirit
of the gospel. Therefore, hear your servants with pe-
tience, examine their conduct with candor, treat them
with all the humanity and gentleness that is consistent
with unremitted amiority : when they are sick, visit
-them in person, provide remedies for them, sympathize
.with them, and show them that you do so; take care-
of their interests ; assist them with your counsel and in-
fluence to obtain what is their right. But, on the other-
band, never make K‘ourself their proper companion : do
‘mot seem to taste their society ; do not hear their jokes,.
or ask -their news, or tell them yours. Believe me,,
-this will never make you either beloved or esteemed by
your servants themselves ; and it will greatly derogate
from the dignity of true religion in the eyes of your chil
dren. er me also to caution you against that most
unjust and illiberal practice, of exercising your wit in
bumorous strokes upon your servants, before company,.
or while they wait at taole. I do not know any thing
-so-evidently mean, that is at the same time so common..
Jeds, 1 think, just such a cowardly thing as to beat a man
who is bonmi] ; because the servant, ﬁow.ev.et happy =
4"
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repartee might eccur to him, is not at liberty to-answer;
- but at the ngsk of having his bones bl-oken.y In this, as
in many other particulars, reason, refinement, and libe-
ral manners,.teach exactly the same thing with religion,
and Fam happy in being able to add, that religion is
gene'rally the most powerful, as well as the most uni
rm principle: of decent conduct. :
Fshall have done with this particular, when I have
observed, that those who are engaged in public, or what |
I may call political life, have an excellent opportunit;
of makini religion appear truly respectable.- What I
mean is, by showing tl*\):;selves firm and incorruptible,
in supparting those measures. that appear best calcu-
lated for promoting the-: interest: of religion, and ‘the
good-of mankind. In all these cases, I admire that
man .who has principles, whose principles ate known,
and whom every body despairs of being able to seduce,
or bring over to the opposite interest. I do not com-
mend furious and intemperate zeal.. - Steadiness is a
much: better, and quite a different thing. I would con-
tend with any man. who should speak most calmly, but
I would also contend with him who should act most
firmly. As for your placebo’s, your prudent, courtly,
compliant gentlemen, whose vote in assembly will tell
you where they dined the day before, I hold them very
*cheap indeed, as you very well know. I do not enter
further into this argument, but conclude at this time,.
bg observing, that public measures are always-embrac-
- ed under pretence of principle; and therefore a uni-
_form uncorrupted public character is one of the best
evidences of real principle. The free thinking gentry
‘tell us, upon this subject, that “every man. has his
price.” [t lies out of my way to attempt refuting them
at present, but it is to be hTed there are many whose
_price is far above their reach. If some of my near re-
ations;: who-took.so much pains to attach me to the in-
terest of evangelical truth, had been governed by court
influence in their political conduct, it had not been in

[ v !
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my power to have esteemed their character, or perhaps
to have adhered to their instructions. But as things
now stand, I have done both from the beginning, and
1 hope God will enable me by his grace, to centinue to.
do so to the end of life. .
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MARRIAGE.

LETTER I.

T orrxr, with some hesitation, a few reflections
upon the married state. I express myself thus, because
the subject has been so often and so fully treated, and by
writers of the first class, that it may be thought nothing.
now remains to be said, that can merit attention. My
only apology is, that what I offer is the fruit of real ob-
servation and personal reflection. It is nota copy of any
man’s writings, but of my own thoughts ; and therefore
if the sentimeats sh(t):llld not be in lth;mselvef wholly.
new, they may possibly appear in a light not altogether .
common.y 1 .fhall give ygu them in :ﬁe way of gphon—
isms or observations; and subjoin to each a few.
thoughts by way of proof or illustration. ~

1. Nothing can be more contrary to reason or pub-
lic utility, than the conversation and writings of those
who turn matrimony into ridicule; yet it 18 in man
cases, as weakly defended, as it is unjustly attacked.

Those who treat marriage with ridicu{e, act in di-
rect and deliberate opposition to the order of Provi-
dence, and to the constitution of the society of which
they are members. The true reason why they are borne
wit{ so patiently, is, that the Author of our nature has
implanted in us instinctive propensities; which are by
much too strong for their feeble attacks. But if we are
to estimate the malignity of a.man’s conduct or senti-
ments, not from their effect, but from their native ten-
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dency, and his inward disposition, it is not easy to im-
agine any thing more criminal, than an attempt to bring
.marriage into disesteem. - It is plainly an effort not on-
ly to destroy the happiness, but to prevent the exist-
ence of human nature. A man who continues through

. life in a single state, ought, in justice, to endeavor to
satisfy the public that his case 1s -singular, and that he
has some insuperable obstacle to plead in his excuse.
If, instead of this, he reasons in defence of his own con-
duct, and takes upon him te condemn that of others, it
is at once incredible and absurd: That is to say, he
can scarcely be believed to be sincere. And whether
he be sincere or not, he deserves to be detested.

- In support of the last part of my remark, letit be
obeerved, that those who write in defence of marriage,
usually give such 'sublime and exalted descriptions, as

. are not realized in one case of a thousand ; and theres
fore canpot be a just motive to a considerate man. In-
stead of insisting on the absolute necessity of marriage
for the service of the state, and the solid advantages
that arise from. it, in ordinary cases; they give us a
certain refined idea of felicity, which hardly exists any
wheré but in the writer’s imagination. Even the Spec-
tator, than whom there is hardly in our language a more
just and rational writer, after saying many excellent
things in defence of marriage, scarcely ever fails to
draw the character of a lady in such terms, that I may
safely say not above one that answers the description,
is to be found in a parish, or perhaps a country. Now,
is it not much better to leave the matter to the force of
nature, than to urie it by such arguments as these ? Is-
the manner of thinking induced by such writings, likely
to hasten or postpone a man’s entering into the marriage
state ? .

There is also a fault T think to be found in almost
every writer who speaks in favor of the female sex, that
they over-rate the charms of the outward form.. This
is the case inall romances—a classof writings to which
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the world is very little indebted.*—The same thing
be said of plays, where the heroine for certain, anc
+ten all the ladies that are introduced, are represe:
as inimitably beautiful. Even Mr. Addison himse
his admirable description of Martia, which he put
‘the mouth of Juba, though it begins with,
' ¢ ¥Tis not a set of features or complexion,” &c.
yet could not help inserting
¢ True she is fair; Oh, how divinely fair!" -
Now I apprehend this is directly contrary to 1
should be the design of every moral writer. Men
naturally too apt to be carried away with tue adn
tion of a- beautiful face. Must it not, therefore, con
them in this error, when beauty’is made an esse
part of every amiable character? The preference «
writers pretend to give to the mentel qualities, §
but a little way to remedy the evil. If they are n(
peparated in the description, wherever men find
ene, they will presume upon the other. But is this
cording to truth, or agreeable to experience? W
“vast numbers of the most valuable women are t
found, who are by nomeans * divinely fair ?* Are tl
all to be neglected then ? Or is it not certain, from
pevience, that there is not a single quality, on w.
matrimonial happiness depends so little, as outy
form ? Every other quality that is good, will go a
tain length to atone for what is ba§ ; as, for exam
if a woman is active and industrious in her famil
. will make a husband bear with more patience a {
anxiety of ‘countenance;, or fretfulness of temper, thc
In themselves disagreeable. But- (always sup
the honey-moon to be over) I do not think that g:
atones in the least degree for any bad quality wha
ever; it is, on the contrary, an aggravation of them,
ing considered as a breach of faith, or deception,
bholding out a false signal.

"% See Note A,
.
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2. In.the married state in general, there is not so
much happiness as young lovers dream of ; nor is. there
‘hy far so much unhappiness, as loose authors univer-
sally suppose. : ;

The first part of this aphorism will probably be ea<
sily admitted. Before mentioning, however, the little
I meadn to say upon it, I beg leave to observe, that it
would be quite wrong to blame the tenderness and fer-
vency of affection, by which the sexes are drawn to one
another, and that generous devetedness of hearts which
i8 often to be seen on one, and semetimes on both sides,
This is nat:in-e itself; and whendunder the rle;traint ;)f
reason, and government of dence, may t
subservient tg the future ha;?;i‘zzess of life. Bu?f:en{
is certainly an extravagance of sentiment and language
on this subject, that is at once ridiculous in. itsel, and
the proper cause, in due time, of wretchedness and dis~
appointment. : .

Let any man, who has outlived these sensations
himself, and has leisure to be amused, dip a little into
the love songs that have been composed and published
from Anacreon to the present day, and what a fund of
entertainment will he find provided for him! The hea<

». then gods and goddesses are the standing and lawful
means of celebrating the praises of a mistress before
whom, no doubt, Venus for beauty, and Minerva fop
wisdom, must go for nothing. Every image in nature
has been called up to heighten our idea of female
charms—the paleness of the lily, the freshness of the
rose, the blush of the violet, .and the vermilion of the
peach. This is even still nothing. One of .the most
approved topics of a love-sick writer is, that all nature
fades and mourns at the absence. of his fair, and puts
on a new bloom at her approach. All this, we know
well, has place only in his imagination ; for nature pro-
ceeds quietly in her course, without minding bim and

" his charmer in the least. But we are not yet done.—
The glory of the heavenly orbs, the lustre of the sun
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himself, and even'the joys of heaven, are frequently and
femiliarly introdmed,Jot{u express a lover’s hap 3:”“
or hopes. Flames, darts, arrows, and li&hmm%ea a
female eye, have been expressions as old at least as
the art of writing, and are still in full vogue. Some of
these we can find no other fault with than that they are-
a little extravagant; but. I confess I have sometimes
been surprised at the choice of lightning, because itis
capable of a deuble application, and may put us in mind
that some wives have lightning in their eyes sufficient
to terrify a husband, as well as the maids have to con-
sume a lover. : S
Does not all this plainly show, that young persons
are a‘i)t to indulge themselves with romantic expectations
of a delight, both extatic and permanent, such as never
did and-never can exist?! And does it not at the same
time expose matrimoay o the scoffs of libertines, who,
knowing that these raptures must soon come to an end,
think it sufficient to disparage the state itself, that some
inconsiderate persons have not met with in it, what it
was never intended to bestow ? S
I proceed, therefore, to observe that there is not, by
far, so much unhappiness in the married state in gene-
ral, as loose authors universally suppose. I choase to
state-the argument in this manner, because it is much
. mere satisfying, than drawing pictures of the extremes
on veither hand. It signifies very little, on the one
band, to describe the state of a few persons distinguish-
ed for uaderstanding, successful in life, respected by the
E:blic, and dear to one another; or on the other, those
teful brawls which, by and by, produce an advertise
ment in the news-papers, “ Whereas Sarah, the wife of
the subscriber, has eloped from his bed and board,”
&c. If we would treat of this matter with propriety,
we must consider how it stands among the bulk of man-
kind. The proposition, then, I mean to establish,is,
that there is much less unhappiness in the matrimonial
state than is often apprehended, and indeed as much
real comfort as there is any ground to expect. -

el
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. 'T'osuppart- this trath, I observe, thet taking man-
&ind throughout, we find much more satisfaction and
cheerfulnessin the mervied than in the single state. - ja
proportion to iheir numbers, 1 think of - that are
up to maturer yoars, or past the meridian of life,
re-is a mueh : ‘of peevishuess and diss
conient, whimsicalness and peculiarity, in the fast thaa
in: the. first. Fhe prospect of continuing singie to thé
ond of life, narrows the mind amd closes the heart. . I
knew an instance of & gentiemar of - ‘estate, whio
lived single till he.wes past- ‘he 'was esteems
ed by all his neighbors not only frugal, but mean, ia
ao@e parts of his:'condact. : .This-ssmne person after-
wards. mugrying and baving children, every body ob-
m th;‘::e wﬂmﬂ sad epel::damd on the
when one have thought -a stronger
motive than before to save:and hosrd . On this a
neighbor of his made a remark, as a philosopher, that
svery ultimate passion is stronger than an intermediate
ane; that a single person loves wealth immediately, and
on its own acoount; wheseas'a pasent can scarcely
help preferring his childven before -it, and valaiag it
oaly for their sake: . -
* This Jeads we to: ocbserve, that marriage must be the
source of happiness, as. being the immediate canse of
maany athen relations, the most interesting and de?m
ful. 1 cannot easily figure to myself any man who does
mot look upon it as the fimtof earthly. blessings, to have
children, to he the objects:of attachment-and care when
they are young, and o intierit his name. asd substence;
whes he himself must, in the course of netere, go off
speskabie digaiy to sach paseat a toe ctbers sy, and
ignity to eae in the ot eye,
serve to increase and con%umon, which youthw
ful passion, and less darable motives, -first occasioned
to take place ? 1 the rather choose to mention: this argu.
Ment, because neidm-aailwd understandings, nor ele-

rd
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of manaers, are necessary to-give. it fonce. It is
elt by the peasant as. well as by the prince ; and, if we
believe some observers.on humen life, its influence is
wot less, but greater in tha lower than in the higher ranks,
- Before 1 proceed to any further remarks, 1. must say
a few words, to prevent or remove a ¢ i wlncl
very probably leads many into error en this subject.—
It is no other than a man’s suppesing that what weuld
not give him happiness, cannot give it toanother. Be-
cause, perhaps, there are few married women, whosg
pexsons, copversation, manners, and conduct, are alto-
z‘thertohis taste, he takes upen him to conclade, that
husbands, in. these niimerous instances, must leag @
miserable life. 1s it needfl to say :any thing to. show
the fallacy of this? The tastes and dispesitions of
men are as various as.their:faces ;. .and therefore what is
displeasing 10-one, may be, not barely tolerable, but
pgreeable to.another. 1 bave knewn a husbaad digh»
with his wife’s fluency and poigaancy of speech in
scalding her.servants, and.another who was not able <0
bear the least noise of.the kind with patience., .
;. Having, obviated- this mistake, it will.be proper to
observe, that through all the lower and middle ranks
of life, theme is genernlly a good measore of matrimonial
or domestic, comfart, when their circumstences are ew
sy, .or. their estate ing. This is easily. accounted
for, not anly from their being free. from one of the most
-usual causes of paevishness and discontent, but because
the aflaizs. of .2 family.are very seldom in .a thriviag
slate, upless hoth sentribute their share of diligence ¢ s0
that they have not celya coam&hppimﬁk to share, but
a joiat merit in-procuning it - Men may talk in mptures
youth.and besiuty, nnigAnd sprightlwess, and a hun.
dred other shining qualities ; but after seven years oor
Babitation, net ope of them is to be compared to good
family manggemesnt, which is seen at every.meal, angd
felt every hour in the husband’spurse. . To this, hawew
er, | muet apply the caution given above. Such a wife

-
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may net appéar quite killing to a stranger on-a visit;
Tthe are a few distinguished enmplesge of women of
the first rate understandings, who have ail the eleganee
of court breeding in the parleur, and all the frugakity
ind activity of a farmer's wife' in the kitehen s but 1
Bave: notfound this to be the tase in general. 1 learned
from a certain author many years ago, that “a:great
bare of homsehold affitirs; genevally apoils the free, cure-
less air of a fine lady ;”’ and } have seen no reason t§
disbelieve it since. o R
- Once more, so-for as'] have been able to form
judﬁment, wherever there is a great and confessed supe«
Fiority of understanding on one side, with some good na:
fare on the other, there is domestic peace. It is of lit«
e consequence whether the superiority be on the side of
the man or woman, provided the ground of it be mani:
fest. The fiercest contentions are generally where the
title to' comnrand is not quite ¢lear. 1 am sensible

‘may bring o linle ridlicile upos myself here. “kt will
hia.yl'ddguf- that I have’ d-e.rf’;miﬁma the right of
female authority over that s'of husbards, known
by the name of: ker-peekt. - Bt 1 beg:that the nature of
my podition: iray be attefitively consideréd. T have
indd, 4 Wherever there is ¥ great and confessed superis
ority of understanding.” ‘ Showld not a man comply with
beason, when offered by his " wife, as well as'any body
&lee ? . Or: ought he to inst ‘reason, becaumse his
wife is for it 7:1 therefore take-the liberty of rescuing
from the number of hen-peckt; those'who ask the advice,
ond foltow the direction of theit wives in'moet cases,
Because they are vesily better thon any they could give
themtwelves—reserving those only under the old denom-
indtion, who, through fear, are subject, neétto reason,
Wat t6 passion and ill-humer. - 1 conclude this obe
servation with saying, for the honor of the femeale sex,
What | blave known a greater number of inistavices of just
and amiable conduet, in case of a great inequality of
judgment, when the advantage was on the side of the
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woman, than when it was on the side of the man. I
have known many womeén of judgment and prtdencé,
who conducted with the highest respect and decency,
towards weak and capricious husbands : But not ma

men of distinguished abilities, who did net betray, ;
not contempt, at least great indifference, towards weak
or trifting wives. : :
Some other things I had intended to offer upon this
subject, but as the letter has been drawn out to a great:
er length than 1 expected, and they will come in with
at least' equal propriety undeér other maxims, 1 conclude
at present. ‘ :
Dt : -3

LETTER IL e

3. Iz is by far thie safest and most promisimy way

to meery with a person nearly I in rank, and - pen
haps in age ;. but}“‘i}f there is to %(gx: difference, the risk
js much greater when a man marries below his rank;
than when a woman descends from hers.
The first part of this maxim has been in substance
sdvanced by many writers, and therefore little wilt need
to be said it. I must, however, explain its mean:
ing, which is not always clearly comprebended. - By
equality in rank, must be understood equality not in for
tune, but in education, taste and habits of life.* 1dé
ot call it inequality, when a gentleman of estate mar
ries a lady who bas been from the beginning brought
up in the same class of society with himself, and is, id
every respect, as élegant in her sentiments and manners;
Imt by .some incidents, that perhaps. have lately hap-
panedt-: is unequal to him in point of fortune. - 1 know
ihat. from the corrupt and selfish views which prevail so
gyenerally in the world, a marriage of this kind is often
‘considered as unequal, and an act of great condescen«

LR *See Note B. ‘ e :



LETTERS ON MARRIAGE. 53

-imonthe.pau of the man ; bat the sentiment is illib-
eral and unjust. In. the same mamner, when a lady
. marries a gentleman of. character and capacity, and
who is in every respect suitable to ber, except that his
estate is not equal to, what she might. expect, I do not
call it unequal. It is true, parents too pre-
fer circumstances to' character, and the female friends
of a lady at her owa disposal, may say in such a case,
that she has made a poor bargain. lgut taking it still
for granted that the fortune only is unequal, 1 affirmt
there is nothing in this circumstance that forebodes fo-
ture dissension, but rather the contrary. An act of
generosity never produced.a fretful disposition in the
person who did it, nor is it reasonable to suppose it
will often have that effect on the one who receives'it.
The importance, therefore, of equality, arises sing-
zlﬁ-omi&h circumstasce—that there is a great proba-
ility, that the turn, taste, employments, amusemests;
and general carriage of the persons so intimately joins
egi and so frequently tegether, will be mutnally agrees
abie. v E e 2 o
The -occasien’ or motive of first entering into the
marriage comtrect, is.not of so much: consequence te
the felicity of the parties, as what they find after they
are fairly engaged, and cannot retorn back. When i
visit @ new oountry, my judgment of it may be influenced
a little, but neither much nor long, by flattering hopes
or hideous apprehensions, entertained before actual
trial. It has often been said that dissensions. between
married people, generally take their rise from very in¢
considerable circumstances ; to which I will add, that
this is most commonly the case among persons of some
station, sense, and breeding.- Thismay seem odd, but
the difficulty is easily solved. Persons of this charac-
ter have a delicacy on the subject of so close a union;
and expeet a sweetness and compliance in matters
that wonld not be minded by the vulgars so thet the
5* -
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smallness of the ciocumstance appears in. their eye an
sggravation of the effence. ‘I haveknown a
rask and his lady part for life, by-a difference aris-
ing froma thing said at supper,- that was sot 80 much
as observed to be an impropriety by. three fourths: of
the company.. -~ - - .t .
= 'This, then, is what I apprehend occasions the im-
portance of equality in. rank. = Without this equality,
they do not understand-one another sufficiently for cen-
tinual intercourses—Many csuses of :difference will
wrise, not only sadden and unexpected, but : impessibls
to be foreseen, and therefore not provided . ageinst.. ]
must also observe, that an éxplication-or upoatm
o the cases here in view, is: nere tedions and di
than in any other—perhaps: more dengerous:and un
certain in the issue. How shall the ene attempt to
convince the other of an incongruity ef behaviowr, in -
what all their former ideas have taught them tv believe
‘as innocent or decent, sometimes even-landable 7. The
‘attempt is often considered as an insult on their formes
station, and instead of producing concord, lays the
. foundation of ceatinual solicitude, -or increesing aver-
sion. A man may be guilty of speaking very uoadvis-
edly through intemperate rage, or.-may perhaps come
-home flustered with liquor, and his wife, if prudent,
may find a season for mentioning them, when the ad-
monition will be received with calmness, -and followed
by reformation ; but if she discovers. her displeasure at
rusticity of carriage, or meanness of sentiment,. I think
-there is little hope that it will have apy effect that is
good. The habit cannot be mended ; yet he may have
gagacity enough {o see. that the wifc of his bosem bas
despised him in her heart. .- .
I am going to put » case. Suppose . that -the late
- ——, who acquired =0 vast an estate, had married a
lady of the first rank, education, and .taste, and that
she had learned a few anecdotes of his public spesehes
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~—that - he-spoke of: this Asre veport of that there coms
thittee—-or of & man's being drownsd. onr-the . coast of
the [sland of Pennsylvanie.. ' Now, I desive to.kaow
how she could help powting, and being .a little. out of
Rumer, especiallyif ke canie home full of inward satis+
faction, and was honestly of opinion that he spoke
equally as well as omy other inithe bouse ? . That things
may be fairly balanced, I will put another case.: Sup»
pose a gentlemsin of rank, literature and taste, has mar
vied a tradesman’s daughter for the sake of her fortune;
or from desire, which he calls. love, kindled by an ac»
cidental glanee of a fresh colored young wowan : Sups
pose her never-to have had-the opportunity of being in
what the world calls good company, and in consequence
to'be wholly ignorant.of the medes. that prevail there
Suppdie, at the same time, that her understandieg has
never been enlarged by reading, or conversation. In
such @ case, how soon must passion be sated, and what
innumerable cawses of shame and mwortification must
day produce. I am: net certain whether the
difficaliy will be greater, if she:continues the manners
of ber former, orattempts to put on those of her present
-station, ‘ If-any man thinks that be caif qasily preserve
: the esteem and attention due to a-wife in such circum-
.staaces, he will probably be.mistaken, and no less so
-if he expects to commubicule refinement by a few les-
i sons, or prevent misbehavior by fretfulness, or. peevish
- and-satirical remarks. o e
.+ ' But let me come now to the latter part of the max-
. im, which I do not remember to have ever met with in
any author—that there is a' much.greater risk when a
msan warries below his rank, than:when a woman mar-
ries below hers. As to the matter of fact, it depends
- entirely on the justness and accuracy of my observa.
. tiomsy of whieh every reader must. be left. to judge for
: bimself. 1 must, however, take notice, that.when: 1
speak: of a woman marvying below ber gtation, | have
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no view at all to include what there have been some
examples of—a gentleman’s d_al:ﬁhter running away
with Eer father's footman, or a lady of guality with a,
player ;. this is, in every instance, an act'of e lase
civiousness ; and is, without any exception that ever [
beard of, followed by immediate shame and future begs
gary.—It has not, however, any more connexion wi
marriage, than the transactions of a brothel, or the
memoirs of a kept mistress. The truth is, elopements
in general are.thmfs of an eccentric pature : And when
1 bear of one, I seldom make. any further inquiry after
the felicity of the parties. But when marriages are
contracted with any degree of deliberation, if there be
a difference.in point of rank, I think it is much bettet
the advantage should be on the woman’s side than on
the man’s ; that is to say, marriages of the first kind
are usually more happy than the other. . . .
Supposing, therefore, the fact to be as now stated,
what remains for me is, to investigate a little the causes
of it, and point out those circumstances jn human tems
pers and characters, or in the state of society, which
give us reason to expect that it will, in most cases, turn.
qut so. Whenever any effect is general, in the moral
as well as natural world, there must he some perms-
nent cause, or causes, sufficient to account for it. . Shall
we assign as one reason for it, that there is, taking
them complexly, more of real virtue and commandin
principle in the female sex than in the male, whic
makes, them, upon the’ whole, act a better part in_ the
married relation? 1 will not undertake to prove this
opinion to be true, and far less will 1 attempt to refute it
ar show it to be false.- Many authors of great penetra-
tion have affirmed it ; and doubtless taking virtue to be
the same thing with sound faith and good morals, much
may be said io.its favor. But there does not appear
to me so great a.superiority in this respect, as fully to
account for the effect in questions = Besides, thie advan.

entmEROTALREILATE TIPE T ERs
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z‘gles whick men have in point of knowledge, from the
#stal course of education, may perhaps balance ‘the
superiotity of women, in point of virtoe ; for none sure:
Iy can deny, that matrimonial discord may not arisé
om ignorance and folly, as well as vice.” Allowing,
therefore, as much influence to this cause, ds every one
from his experience and observation may think its due,
I beg leave to suggest some other things which certain~
ly do co-operate with it, and augment its force. '
1. It is much easier, in most cases, for a man to
improve or rise after marriage to a more elegant taste
in life, than a woman.* I do not attribute this in the
Jeast to superior natural talents, but to the more fre-
quent opportunities he has of seeing the world, and conf
versing with persons of different rariks. There is ng
instance in which the sphere of business and conversa-
tion'is not more extensive to the husband than the
wife ; and therefore, if a man is married to oné of taste
superior to his own, he may draw gradually nearer ta
her, though she descend very little. T think 1 can re’
collect more instances than one of a man in busines§
married at first to his equal, and, on a second marriage,
to one of higher breeding, when not only the house an
family, but the man himself, was speedily in a ve
different style. 1 can also recotlect instances, in whiz
married persons rose together t6 an opulent estate from
almost nothing, and the man- imrmved considerably
in politeness, or fitness for public life, but the wo-
man not at all. The old gossips and the old con-
versation continued_to the very last. It is not even
without example, that a plain woman, raised by the
success of her husband, becomes impatient of the so-
ciety forced upon her, takes refuge in the kitchen, and’
spends most of her agrecable hours with her servants,
from whom, indeed, she differs nothing but in name.
A certain -person in a trading city in Great Britain, .

* See Note G.
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from-heing merely & mechanic; turned dealer, and ina
eoyrse of years acquired an immense fortune. He had
o stroag desire that his family sheuld make & figure;
and spared no expense in purchasing velvets, silks,
laces, &c. but at last.he found that it was lost labor,
and seid very teuly, that all the money in-Great Britaif§
would not make his wife and his d ladies.
.. 2. When a woman -marvies below ber rank, 1 thinli
it is, geverally speaking, u better motives than
whes & maR marries below his, and therefore no won-
der- that it should be attended with greater comfort. 1
find it inserted in several papers of the Spectstor, and
1 shink is:must be admitied by ev::g impartial observe
or,,Upt women are not half se much governed, in thei¢
laye, attaclipents, by besnty, or outward fotm, as men¢
A mon of a-very mean figwe, if be hes any talents]
.m'. iped. 40 a tolerable power of speech, will often maké
iawelf accepiable to a very dovely women. ' It is abw
generally hought: thet a women rates a’ men :
much according to the esteem he is:held in dy his owtt
- $eX : if this is the case, it is'¢0 be presumed that when
8 man succeeds. in his  addreswes 40 & ledy of :lj{m
breeding than -his own, he is notaltegether -void of .
merit, and therefore will not-in the issue diegrace het
shoice. This. will be confirmed by reflecting that mie~
By sich marrisges must be with persons of the learned
professions : i is. pest - deubt, that: literature vefines
as wall'aa'enl:pa the mind, t“:mi gm::ll; l;endels 5
man, copable: appearmg wil tolera , whiate
ever have bemn the place or dnmlhm:-go‘:' ﬁsm.
Lt is easy to see that the reverse of all this must ’
upon the other suppositien: ‘When-a man marries bew
low his rank, the very best:motive to ‘which it cum -be:
attributed, is an admisation of her besuty. Good detsey
and other :more valuable qualities, are not easily seen
uader the disgniee of low-breeding; and when they are
seen, have se justice done them. Now as beauty”
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is much move fading than life, and fades sooner in-&
hushand’s eye than-any other, in a little time nothing
w:ill remain but what tends to creete uneasiness 2

w. N ° *

- 8. The pessession of the graces, or taste and ele-
nce of manners,.is & mech mere impertent part of 4
emale than a. male character. Nature has given &
much greater degree of beauty and sweetness to the
outward form of women than of men, and has by that
means pointed out wherein their several excellencies .
should consist.. From this, in conjunction with the for-
mer observation, it is mauifest, that the man who finds
in his wife a remarlable defect in point of politeness,:
ar the art of pleasing, will be much mere disappointed
than the woman whofinds a like defect-in her husband.-
Many do not form any expectations. of ‘refinement i
their husbands, even merriage : not a few, if I
am not much mistaken, are mther pleased than otheri
wise, to thiak that any ome who ‘enters the: house, pers.
ceives.the diﬁenuelom &eele?m of the wife,
and the plainness, not to say the: awkwardness of the -
busband. I have observed. this, even down to'the low-

_est rank. A tradesman er cou farmer’s wife wilt

sometimes abuse.and sceld her- husband for want of*
order or-cleanliness, and- thewe is.no mark of inward
malice  or -ill-bumor. in- that- scolding, because  she is
sensible it is her peoper-prevince to be accurate in that
matter. - I think also, that the husband in such cases is
often gratified instead of  being - offended, beeause it
him to think that he has & wife that does-just as

she ought to do. But take the thing the other wey;
and there is no rank of life, frem the prince te the pea-
sant, in which the husband can take pleasure it a wife
more awkward or mere slovenly than himself, !
. To sum up the whole, - if some econformity or simis
Lazity of manners is of the wtmost consequence tomeitii
monyal comfort—if tante and elogance ase of moré cont
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sequencew the wife -than the husband, accarding i

their station :—and, if it is more difficult for her ta.a¢-

guire it after marriage, if she dees not possess it hefors

—1I humbly coaceive I have fully supported my propor

gition, that there is & much greater sk in a man’s xep

gmghbclow ‘his stahon, thn a womn’s descendm(
om hers.

9.l

! , LETTER III, -
- ool
. X mava not yot done.with the mexioas on - mairk

monial happneu; therefore . obaerve, . . .
I -4, That it is not by far ef nnmhcouequeaa;
what are. the talentis, temper, turn of mind, charectes,
or circumstances of both or either of the parties, as thit
there be a8 cemain suilgbleacss -or cerrespondence d

those of tha-qne to those of the osher. -
«. Those: essay writers, who have.taken hmnm
sud life as their great geveral subject, have many res
marks on the. causes of mfelicity inthe marriage uaion;
" wcll as masy swriking and beautiful pictures-of what
be just, generous, pudmt, end :dutiful : condacl
or their contrasies, ia particular ciccumstances. ;iGhreat
nnnhue ‘been takes also:to mw& what ought te
the :motives of choiee to: they expect
byw- ‘Without entezing int0 a l'ull M ‘of what
undupnnthum lthnkuthe two clnd
re

u' bn Thn 8 for &0“
ny; tastbc ppmessdmamed people must arise
from 2 :cestinyel interchange of kind offices,- and frome
s number of small civcumstances; that ocour every howy
a gentle and easy. dispogition~a temmper: that is- happp

ammn ROy Bd8Y
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in itsel-—must -be the canse of happiness to another.
The advocates for good sense say, that the sweetness
of good nature is only for the honey-moon ; that it will
" ¢ither change' its nature, and become sour by long
standing, or- become wholly insipid; so that if it do
not generate hatred, it will at least incur indifferencé
or contempt ; whereds good sense is a sterling quality,
which cannot fail to produce and preserve estee e
true foundation of rational love. : .
If I may, as I believe most people do, take the pre.
vailing sentiments within the compass of my own read,
ing and conversation, for the general opinion, I think
it is in favor of good sense. And if we must determine
between these two, and decide which of them is of the
most importance when separated from the other, I have
very little to say against the public judgment. - But in
this as- in many other cases; it is only imperfect and
¥nera|, and often ill understood and faisely applied.
here is hardly & more:noted saying than  that a, man
of sense will never use a woman ill, which is true or
false according to the meaning that is- put upon the
phrase, using a woman ill. If it be meant, that he will
not so probably beat his wife, as a fool ; that he will
not scold or curse her, or treat her with ill manners be-
fore company, or indeed that he will not so probably
kkeep a continual wrangling, eitherin public or private;
1 admit that it-is true. Goodisense is the best security
against indecorums of every kind. But if it be meant,
that such.a ‘man will net make his wife in any case
truly miserable, I utterly deny it. On the . contrary,
there are many instances in which men make use of
their - sense itself, their. judgment, pemetration, and:
knewledge of human life, to make their wives more:
exqtﬁsilti;‘unhappy.» What shell we say of those, whe
ean sting them with reflections so artfully. that:
it is impossible not to feel them, and yet almost as im«
popsible with. propriety te complain of them? - - :
[ .

S
1
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- T yowst alse abserve, that a high degree-of delicacy
in sentiment, although this is the prevailing ipgredient
wher men attempt to paint refined felicity in the marri
ed state, is one of the most dangerqus qualities that caa
be meationed.. It is like certain wmedicines thet awe
powerful in their operatian, but at the same-. time rer
quire the utmost cantion and prudence, as to the time
and manner of their being applied.—A men or womaa
of extreme delicacy is. a delightful companion for ¢
wisit or a day. - But there are many characters which

I would greatly-prefer in a partaer, or & child, or other

sear relation, 1o whose permanent happiness | felt myr

self deeply concerned. I hape ~no.bet;; will thipk me

z:l:::mh as to exclude mt;ug:en& :J!et:’geth:;. allso bhave
‘mYy epinion upen su and

desire that-the: woman should - be the m’ore. reﬁnednz

the two. Bat I adhere to it, that carrying this matter

to an extreme is of the most dangerous conse

Your high sent mentalists form s.::ipctatiou which it .

iiﬁssible o gratify. The gallantry of courtship
and-the complaisance of general conversation ia-paeli
- eincles, seem to promise what the dowaright reality .of
matrimony carmot afferd. - : Ce
- 1 will here relate a case:that fell within my obser-
“vation. A person of noble birth had been same yoar
married to a merchant’s dawghter of immense fortune,
by which his estate bad ‘heem saved. froms ruin, Het
education had been as ,as money could make it,
from her iafancy: so .that she kmew every mode. of
bigh life:as well as be. They were ;upon.a visit o3
family of . equal rank, intimately connected with the
suthor of this “l‘clttu.' 'f‘he nanﬁ‘;e!; :f thmn:; i:z
distinguished and exemplery. Hisbehavier to.his
was with the most perfect zh'cacy. . He spoke t0 beg
a8 often @8 to-any other,.and trested her-not only with
the: sande complaceney, but with: the same decency and
reserve, that he did other ladies. To this. hev:added

cem WuAREMRPIER I ERANTE oy .
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the most tender solicitude wbout. her. not taking: cold,

: y
about her place in the chamber, and her covering when
za'in abroad, &c. &c.  After their departure, the whole

mily they had left, excepting one, were two or three
m's expatiating on the beauty of -his behavior. One
yoim - particular said at last, “ Oh! how happy #
married woman have I seen.” The single dissenter,
who was an elderly woman, then said, “ Well ; you
may beright’; but I am of a different opinivn: Ide not
ke 30 perfect and finished a ceremonial between pes-
sons who have been married five or six. years at leasts
1 observed that he did every thing that he ought to have
done, and likewise that she received his civilities with
mouch dignity and good” manners, but with great gravie

- Iw rother have seen. him less punctual and
her more cheerful. M, thevefore, that lady is as ha
#a her hemxtas you sappose, I am mistaken ; thatis &
Dot if | were o make a bet cpow it, I would bet as
mach upon the tradesman and his wife, according to
the comnmon dwim walking to church, the .one
theee or four yards e the , and aever looki
back.” What did time discever ? - That nobleman
his lady parted within two years, and never re-united.
-~ Leet me now establishumy maxim, that it is not the
ﬁtwres of both or either party that will insure
buppiness,.but that the one be sui to the .othen
By their beiag suitable, is not to. be umderstood their
deing both of the sume turd ; but that the defects:of
the one be supplied or submitted to by seme cotres
pondent quality.of the other.. [ think I have sesn many
Instances, ‘in which gravity, severity, and even moreser
mes ins husband, where there has been virtue st bote
wm, have been 8o tempered with meekness, geatleness
wad compliance: in the. wife, as has prodaced real and
dasting comfprt to both. 1 have also seen some instans
bes, in which sourness, and 'want -of female softness. in

Swoman, have been 5o kappily compensated by sasiness
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and goed -humor in a husband, that no ap -of
wraagling or. hatred was to be seen in a whole life. . I
have seen multitudes of instances, in which vulgarity
and even liberal freedom, not far from brutality in 3
husband, has been horne with perfect patience and se
venity by a wife, who, by long custom, had become, as
it were, insensible of the impropriety, and .yet nevet
inattentive to her own bebavior. - = caid
: - As a farther illustration,. I will relate two_or. threg
cases from real life, which bave a]ppeared to me the
most singular in my experience. I spent some time
many years ago, in the neighborhood. of, and frequen
intercourse with, a husband and his wife in the follow,
ing state. She was not. handsome, and at the same
time was valetudinary,.fretful and peevish—corstantly
talking of her. ailments, dissatisfied with every thing
about her, and, what appeared most surprising, sbhe
vented these complaints most when her husband was
present. He, on the other hand, was most affectionats
and sympathising, constantly upon the watch for any
thing that could gratify her desires; or. alleviate her
distresses. The appearance for a while surprized me,
and I thought he lecr:he life of a slave. But at last |
discovered that there are two ways of complaining, not
readily distinguished by common observers : . The one
is an ewressmn of confidence, and the other of discon.
tent. When a woman opens all her complaints to her
busband, jn full confidence that he will sympathize with
.her,and leekinf the relief which such sympathy affords,
taking care to keep to the proportion which experience
has taught her, will not ﬁe disagreeable to. him ; .it
frequen&y increases instead of extinguishing affection,
.Take.another case as follows : Syrisca wasay
woman the reverse of beauty. She got her. living
in a trading city, by keeping a. small s Y' nat of the
giillinery kind, which is nearly allied to elegance and
high life, but of common gracery goods, go that.the
poor were her chief customers. ,
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- By the death of a brother in the East Iidies, sie
camé suddenly and unexpectedly to a fortune of many
thousand pounds. The moment this was known, &
knight’s lady in the peighborhood destined Syrisca xs
a prize for Horatio, her own brother, of the military
ssion, on balf pay, and rather past the middle of
#fe. For this purpose she made her a visit, carried .
ber to her house, assisted, no doubt, in bringing home
and properly securing her fortane ; and in as short a
time as could well be expected, completed her purpose.
They lived together on an estate in the country, often
visited by the great relations of the husband. Syrisca
was good natured and talkative, and therefore oftea
betrayed the meanness of her birth and education, but
was not sensible of it. . Good will supplied the place
of - good  breeding: with her, and she £§ not know the
dnénnee Horatio had generesity and good sense,
treated ber with the greatest tenderness, and having o
t fand of facetiousness and good humor, acquired
a happ¥l talent’ of giving a lively or sprigitly turn te
‘everz thing said by his wife, or diverting the attention
of the company to other subjects. The reader will
probably say, he took the way that was peimted out by
reason, and was most conducive to his own comfort.
¥say so too; but at the same time affirm, that thereé
are multitades who could not, or would. not have fob
Jowed his example. : C
« 1 give one piece of history moee ; but with some
fear, that nice readers will be offended, and call it &
caricature. However, let it go. Agrestis was a gens
tleman of an ancient family, but the estate was almost
ne ; little more of it remained but what he farmed
imself, and indeéd his habitation did not differ from
#hat of a farmer, but by having an old tower and bat
tlements. - He had either received no education, of
4ad been incapable of profiting by it, for he was the .
most:illiterate person I ever knew, who kept.any com-
er .
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m His conversation t? not rise even to politics,
found such insuperable difficulty in pronouncing
the names of generals, edmirals, countries, and cities,
constantly occurring in the newspapers, that he was

obliged to give them up altogethér. Of ploughs, wag:

ns, cows, and horses, he knew as'much as most mem

at related to these, with the prices of grain, and
the news of births and marriages in the parish asd
neighborhood, completed the circle of his conversation
. About the age of forty he married Lenia, a young
woman of a family equal to him in rank, but somewhat
rior in wealth. She knew a little more of the
strain of fashionable conversation, and-not a whit mere
of any thing else. She was a slattern in~ her person,
and -of consequence there 'was neither cleanliness nor
order in the family. They had many children; she
bore him twins twice—a circumstance of which he was
very proud, and frequently boasted of it in a manner
mot over delicate, to those who had not been:so fertus
mate in that particular. They were both good natured
sad hospitable ; if a stranger came he was made hgart-
ily: welcome, though sometunes a little incommoded by
an ‘uproar among the children and the dogs, whea
striving about the fire in a cold day; the noise was,
however, little less dissonant than the clamours of A-
stis himself, when rebuking the one, or chastening

¢ other, out of complaisance to his guests. -The cous
glee lived many years in the most perfect amity by their
ing perfectly suitable the one to the other; and I
am confident not a woman envied the wife, nor a man
the husband, while the union lasted. :
- It is very easy to see from these examples, the vast
importance of the temper and manner of the one, being
lm?; suitable to those of the other. 1f'1 had not given
histories enough already, I could mention .some -in
which each party I think could have made some other
man or woman perfectly bappy, and yet they nereg
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could arrive at happiness, or indeed be at peace with
aone another. Certainly, therefore, this should be aa
object particularly attended to in coustships, or wlnh
marriage is on the tapss, as politicians say.

. If I look: out for a wife, I ought:to consider,. noc
whether a lady has fine ualmes which she ought
1o be esteemed.or adunred but whether she has such
2 deportment as I shall take particular. wmht in, and
such a taste as gives reason to think she take de+
light in me: 1 ma{ pitch too lngoﬂas well as too low,
and the issue may be equally upfortunate.. Perhaps .1
shall be told there lies the great difficulty. How shall
we make this discovery ? %n time of youth and court»
ship, there is so. much studied attention to please, from
wterested views, and 80 much restraint from fashion
snd the observation of others, that it is hard to Judge
how they will turn ot afterwards. :
~ This I confess to be-a considerable difficulty, and
at:the same {ime greatest upon the man’s side. . The
man being generally the eldest, his character, te
and habits.may be more certainly known. Whereas tHere
sre sometimes great disappointments on the other side;
and that happily bath ways. 1 am able just now to
recollect one or two instances of giddy and foolish, lay,
of idle,.lazy, drowsy girls, whe, .after marriage, f
themselves interested, and becaade' ds(spirited and acn
tive heads of famnhes, as any whatever ; and also some
of the most elegant and exemplary, who, after marriage,
fell into a languid stupidity, and contracted habits of
the most adious and disgustiul kind.  These instances,
however, are rare, and those who will take the pains to
examine, m{sm general obtain satisfaction. Itis also

proper to observe, that if a man finds it difficult te
pdge of the temper and character of a woman, he has
& great advantage on his side, that the right of selecs
‘tion belongs to him. He may ask.any woman he
piGases; after the most mature deliberation; and need
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gisk  no -other ; whereas a'woman nrest ‘malee the best
ghoice she ¢can, of those only who do or probably will
sk her. But with these reflections in our view; what
shall we say of the ‘inconceivable folly of those, who,
jn -time ‘of courtship, are every now and thén. taking .
effence, and sometimes great submissions are ne
eessary to inake up-the breaches! If sueh persons
marry, and do net agree, shall we pity them? ' 1 think
mot. After the most serene courtship, teere miay pos
sibly be a rough enough passage through life  but af
ter a courtship-of storms, to expect a marriage of calm
weather, is certainly more than common presumptien;
therefore they ought to take the consequences. s
O:d the whole, 1 thri:lll( tlmhethe c;ghdmiﬁes th:f the
married state are gene: to be imputed -to- per-
sons themselves.in the. Eoﬁowing) proportion ;T hres
fourths to the man for want of care and judgment in
the choice, and one fourth to the woman on the same
score. Suppose a2 man had bought a farm, and after a
year or two, should, in conversation with his neighbor,
make heavy complaints how much he bad been disap-

_ pointed, I imagine his friend might say to him, Did

not see this land before you bought it #—O yes, I sx‘o:
it often.—Do you not understand soils ?—1 thiok I do
tolerably.—Did you not examine it with care 2-—Not
somuch as I shouki-bave done; 'standing at a certain
place, it looked admirably well; the fences too were

- new, and looked exceedingly neat ; the house had been

just painted a stone colour, with pannelling ; - the win-
dows were large and elegant ; but I neglected entirely
to examine the sufficiency of the inaterials, or the dis-

position of the apartments. There were in the month .

of April two beautiful springs, but since I have lived
here they have been dry every year before the middle
of June.—Did you not inquire of those who had lived
on the place, of the permanency of the springs #—No,

indeed, I omitted it.—Had you the full measure you

i
i
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were promised ?—Yes, every acre.—Was the right
complete and valid ?—Yes, yes, perfectly ; no
man in America can take it from me.—Were you
obliged to take it up in part of a bad debt ?—No, nothin
like 1t. I took such a fancy for it all at once, that ',
pestered the man from week to week to let me have it]
~—Why really then, says his friend, I think you had
* better keep your complaints to yourself. Cursing and
fretfulness will never turn stones into earth, or sand
into loam ; bat 1 can assure you, that frugality, indus.
trly, and good culture, will make a bad farm very tolera-
ble, and an indifferent one truly good. :

"~ NoTE. - Some French phrases have been tramlated, and a fow
pwm‘mh,hﬁopmﬁnm '
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Non A. Puge8.

Tﬂkmo:mwwwmcdwcuh‘uonmmw
fvensss and imprudence of many pions peaple in the religious edue
cation of their children.

. 1. Theg are defective, both in piows example, and in exertions
to instruct their children in the knowledge of divige treth. The
reasons why their exampip is 50 defective, are, that they axe wantr
ing in deep, habitual piety, and that they are notaware, or do not
habitually - consider, how great -an influence the tempar of mind
which their daily conduct exhibits, has in forming the character
of their children. The remedy, therefore, is, that they possess
more spirituality, more of that mind which was in Christ Jesus, and
that they remember, that fun religion, as well as in other things,
example is the most important part of education.

. Their neglact of the religious instruction of their children, is to
be traced to the same sources ; that is, to a want of deep, habitu-
ol pisty, and an igaorance or forgetfulness that it lies in their pow-
er to promote the spiritual weifare of their childzen. Many pos-
sees 20 little sepaibility to divipe truth, and ave so little impress-
od with the scenes that await them and their childrea beyond the
graye, that they. foel little salicitude whether they love God, or hate
bim, whether they go to beavan, or to—hell. The temporal wel.
faxe of their children awakens all their anxietios ; they cannot em~
dure the praspect of their suffering from indigence, or of their be~
ing ignorant, or deepised ; while their spiritual peverty, their ig~
qmdeuM&wwtu&enﬂﬁG@m
seldam thought of,
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But there are some parents, who do feel anxious for the best ix
terests of their children, and who fervently pray for their spiritual
welfare, who yet neglect their religious instruction, from an idee,
that as God only can give repentance, no means or motives can be
of any avail. Such do not consider, that means have as much ef-
ficacy in religion, as they have in any thing else. Means derive
their efficacy, in all cases, solély from the will and agency of God.
Our encouragement to use means in any particular case, depends
on the reason we have to believe, that God has, in his purposes,
connected such means with the end desired. Now, from scripture
and experience, we know, that God has established a connexion
between religious instruction and vital piety. We have reason to
believe, that if there were no defect in religious instruction, it
would ordinarily, if not uniformly, produce its proper effect on the
heart.” If pious parents’ were convinced of this truth, how’ could
they endanger the eternal interests of their ‘children ‘by neglecting
to makeé them acquainted with the character &nd the ‘commands of
God, and by placing teachers over them at school, who will give
them no instruction of this kind. But the evil doe: ndt ltop
here for, .

" 2. There is much ¢mprudence in the manner in which &ehttle
religious instructior that children do receive, u generally conduét-
ed. It is conducted in such a marner, that early 4nd unnecessary
pne_wdlces are excited against religion, and that, after muh‘,ll‘h-
bour, but little real knowledge of divine truth is gained. ;

In the first place, religion is often so exhibited to'the view of
thildrén, that they unavoidably became impressed with ‘the idea,
that it is a thing which produces gloom and inelanchely. The fact:
is, that the views which many pious people éntertiin, of soe of
the doctrines of the Bible, do render them gloomy. The only rem-
edy for this, is, that they obtain more enlightened views of the’
benevolent character of God, aud of the various methdds - which
he has adopted for displaying his love ami promoting the'happisess:
of his créatures. When a parent: addresses his child oramy réli-

Bgious subject, when he ptesents to his view any truth ‘or doctrine
‘of the Bible, he should, ‘though always serious and sometimes sol-
emn, yeét ever'do it'with a'tone of voice and expression of counte-’
mance, which shell léave on the mind of ‘the child the impression,
that that truth or doctrine is a source of joy to the parent. How
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alilen is the very cantrary impressiocnmade ! How often is the child,
‘while driven to the conviction that religion is necessary to save him
foom destruction, and that an attendance_upon the duties of reli-
gion is. imperiously required, left without any reason to suppose
that zeligion is in iteslf desirable or delightful.

In the. second place, children are. oftea s0 managed, that they
come. te consider it as the chief office of religion, to impose a se-
vere and unnecessary restraint upon every species of enjoymeat.
‘This isapression is made while they are very young. The restraint,
,for instance, which is laid upon the child on the sabbath, often, for
waat of proper caution and instruction on the part of the parent,
produces a false and unhappy impression in regard to the nature of
religion and in regard to the character of God.

The child should be led to form his first ideas of the design of
the sahbath, by having a difference made in the employments of
the day. This may be dome by accustoming him, as soon as his
capacity will allow, to spend a little while several times during
. the day, in learning to read and in receiving religious instruction.
If these lessons axze canducted 30 as to interest, and are not pro-
tsacted 50 as %0 become tedious, they will have a happy tendeaqy.

In.mgard to the restraint which is to be placed upon his amuse-
ments in subsequent childhood and during the period of youth, it
is important that he shomld distinctly understand, and be impreas-
od with the.conviction, that whatever restraint religion may im-
Ppose, is reasouable, and designed to promote the happiness of him-
aslf and others. Let hima be made to perceive, that as far as

. amusements are innocent, no restraint is imposed. He may easily
be made sensible, that this is the general principle which govexns
his parents.in the restrictions they impose, although he may not,
in every instence, be able to perceive what it is that renders. a
pasticulas  amusement hustful, or improper. If the parest aska
how hs shall koow where to draw the line. between amusements
that are inmacent and those that are not, na otber. than general di-
sections.can. be given..

. We ma}y.veatswe to say, that amusements. which are improper
for paofeanors.of .religion, axe improper for all. A refusal or neg-
lect to enter into a public engagement to.serve the Lord, cannot
release from the obligation, bisdiag on all, to love him supremely
o mu-pew:’ Na. yorrg pecsape. tharepre,. can be
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allowed to eagage in any amusemeat, in which the disciple of Je-
sus may not consistently engage.

If, here, the christian inquires what amusements he ought to
avoid, he may be safely directed to fly from all which he knows to
have & tendency to lead into sin, in which he cannot hope to enjoy
a sense of the divine presence, which produce a state of mind or.of
feeling which disqualifies him, while it lasts, for serious or devo-
tional duties, or which be finds to take away his spirit of prayer
and his aspirations after communion with God. This subject is
treated with ability in ¢ Biddulph’s Dialogues,” a little book
which is especially recommended to the perusal of those, who think
they possess the spirit of Christ, while they retain their fondness
for gay amusements and frivolous conversation.

Where religion has a place in the heart, it destroys the fondness
for gaiety and frivolity, by giving a relish for higher enjoyments.
And even without religion, a well cultivated and well furnished

mind finds sources of pleasure far saperior to all that the round of
fashionable folly can afford. Would parents,: thea, supersede the
necessity of restraint, and save their children from their mad
propensity to frequent scenes, where bealth is often exposed, where
Pprecions time is wasted, where temptations are presented, where
the mind is dissipated, and where the heart is often corrupted, et
them early store their minds with useful kaowledge, give them a
taste for reading, and especially teach them the fear and love of
the Lord. -

A third reason why the rehgmu :mtnehonof childmn %0 ofta
fails to produce its preper effect, is, that it is conducted in such-a
manner-that little rexl knowledge of divine truth is communicated
to the mind. The child ‘may indeed kear a great desl, he may
read a great deal, and may-commit a great deal to memory; but
a8 to understanding what he hears, reads, and commits, that is out
of the.question. Now, ‘what benefit, what sanctifying influence,
cea be expected from mere sounds ? God is wont to make divine
gruth the medium of sanctification; and in order that it may have
this effect, it must be perceived by the mind : but no divine truth is
perceived, so long as the terms and: proponhou which are used to

express it, are not understood.

Ard not oaly does such instruction (xfmtncﬁon 1teu\ be call-

. d) possess no efficacy to benefit the child; but it peeduges & posir
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tively'bad efféct. Ttis an irksome task, to hear and leam long,
unintelligible lessons ; and the unpleasantness of these religious
Jessons, is considered by tlie child as the unpleasantness of reli-
gion itself. The idea of religion becomes permanently associat-
ed in his mind with the idea of the religious tasks which he has been
required to perform ; so as to revive in his breast, when he hears
or thinks of religion, the painful sensations which the performance
of those tasks has been accustomed to excite.

Norz B. Page 16.

- Tax doctrine of the association of ideas, which is here just hint- :
ed at by the author, is fandamental in the philosophy of the human
mind and in the science of education. Two ideas are said to be
associated, when, if the one is brought into the mind, it habitually

-or frequently suggests the other. IfI think of or visit a spot, which
1 formerly visited in company with a dear friend, now absent o3
dead, the recollection of that friend is excited in my mind. Why ;
does the idea of the spot bring into my mind the idea of the friead ?
Because, by my formerly seeing the spot and the friend together,
the two ideas became permanently associated. In like manner,
au idea is associated with a desire or aversion, or with an emotion _
of pleasure or pain, when the introduction of the idea into the
mind is wont to excite that particular desire, aversion, or emo-
.tion. -Thus, the idea of the amiable qualities of a friend, is asso.
ciated with an emotion of love. And the idea of the distress of a
fellow creature is associated with an emotion of compassion ; and
this emotion, with a desire to afford relief. Some associations
are the necessary result of the constitution of the human mind ;
but for the most part, they are casually formed by the circumstan-
ces in which an individual is placed. Hence, the associations of
ideas and feelings which different persons have formed, are exceed:
ingly different. The idea of a book, or of study, for instance, is as-
sociated, in thé mind of one child; with various agreeable ideas and
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pleasant semations ; while, ia the mind of another, the sazwe. ides,
in consequence of unskilful and injudicions management on the part
of the parents or instructers, has become associated with ideas and
sensations of the very opposite kind. Again, in the miad of one child,
_ the idea of a parental command has become habitually associated
with thé idea (and of course with the act) of obedience; while,
in the mind of another, the same idea has become firmly associat-
. ed with the idea of disobedience ; and if the idea of scolding and
blows occurs, (as it probably will in this connexion) it brings with
‘it the associated idea of successful resistance. Once more, in the
minds of many children, an association has been formed, by the
tales of the mursery, between the idea of darkness and those of
ghosts and hobgobliis. This association is often so riveted, by
repetition and by impressions of terror, that it can never after-
wards, by any courage, or reason, or philesophy, be entirely dis-
solved.

A full illustration of this subject would exceed.the limits. of a
note. Let it suffice to recommend the study of it ¢o all - who hawe
any thing to do in the business of education, or who have any de-
gire to pessess a knowledge of human nature. The chief business
of a skilful education lies in watching over the asseciations of
ideas and feelings which are formed in the mind of the child, ia
presenting objects and truths so to his view that he shall form such
associations as are desirable and according to the reality of things,
in guarding him against unhappy or improper associations, and im’
dissolving those of the latter kind when they happen to have been

\formed. A knowledge of this general subject is also necessary,
that a person may become better acquainted with his own heart,
may learn what is the sin which most easily besets him, and may
obtain that general knowledge of human nature, which - is univer-
sally and justly esteemed so highly important.

On this subject see Kames’ Elements of Criticiam, Vol. i. chap.
i. Hamilton on Edueation, Vol. i. and Stewart on the Mind, Vol.
i chap. 5. Miss Hamilton’s Letters on Education, though erro-
neous in a few points, and considerably defective on the subject of
religious instruction, are worthy to be thoroughly studied by every
one whose province it may be

¢ To teach the young idea how to shoot.”
It is eamnestly recommended, that either this, or some other work,

-
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containing the elementary principles of eduation, be meds regw-
lar study in academies and boarding-schools.

(58
————

Note C. Page 21..

Dr. Witherspoon is correct,. as far as he' goes. Children may,
30METIMES, be rewarded ¢ for doing well,” with ¢ sweetmeats
and play things.” But much caution is necessary, to prevent
their placing too high a value on the gratification of appetite. They
are very prone to this error, from the circumstance, that from the
gratification of appetite, their first, and, during a considerable pe-
riod, their principal enjoyment is necessarily derived. As soon,
then, as they beceme capable of higher enjoyments, they should be
taught.to appreciate them according to theirsuperior value. They
should be led, for instance, to consider the approbation and smile
of the parent, a reward more to be desired than a cake or a toy.
Justead of this] how often are they treated in a manner, which in-
creases the predominance of appetite, and thus gives additional
strength to the selfish principle. The manner in which parents
frequently speak of the food-that is brought upon the table, in case
either the quality or the cooking.-is either a little better ornot:quite
%0 good as usual, necessarily makes an impression upon the mind
of the child, (and too often correctly enough), that: these circum-
stances are very interesting to the parent, and are considered by
him as of very great importance. Especially, when the mother is
the cook, and is led, by the office, to be discriminating and obser-
ving in the various qualities of food, she is the more liable to man-
ifest much satisfaction on some occasions, and to make many apol-
ogies on others. The influence which this must have on the mind
of the child, is obvious. )

Nor should children be left to suppose, that the only motives
from which they ought to perform beneficent actions, are, that they
may be rewarded, either with a cake, or a toy, or even with &
smile of approbation. Let them be taught to consider the happi-
ness of others a safficient reason for acting; and to deny themselves,.

- 1.
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or willingly suffer- same privation, ‘when'they-cun by this means
promote the happiness of others in a greaterdegree. Let them be
taught too, to do good for the sake of obeying the commands of God,
of pleasing him, and gaining his approbation. The consideration,
that a child may be, as yet, entirely selfish, is no reason why he
should be left ignorant that he is capable of acting, and that .it is
his duty to act, from a more exalted principle.

NmA. Ptge“

Tax opinion of Dr. Gold-:ﬂnelpechngmchwnhgs,unry
noticeable : ¢ Above all things,” he observes, * never let him towch
a romance or novel. These paint beauty in colors more charming
than nature, and describe happiness that man never tastes. How
_delusive, how destructive, are those pictures of consammate bliss!
They teach the youthful mind fo sigh after beauty and happiness
which never existed ; to despise the little good which fortune has
mixed in our cup, by expecting more than she ever gave; and,
in general, take the word of a man who has seen the world, and
has studied human nature more by experience than precept, take
niy word for it, I say, that such books teach us very little of the -
world.”

Thie heart at thirty is by no means the softer, for our weeping
at fifteen over the sorrows of Werter; nor are we better qualified
for the duties of real life, by being much conversant with scenes
that never existed but in imagination.

Nore B. Page 52. :

From the importance of a similarity of ¢ education, taste, and
habits of life;”” may be seen the danger of choosing a companion,
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jong before the connexion can take place. -Howeversuitable two
individuals may be for each other at the time the engagement i
-made, their subsequent education and habits may be so dissimilar,
that the case will, in a few years, be altogether changed. inyouth, '
‘the character is lable to become, even in a short period, very
much altered; and unless the alteration is, in each, nearly the
same, (which is often far from being the case) it is impossible that
they should coatinue to be as agreeable or as suitable to each other
as at first. Perbaps no case of this kind is more frequent, thap
where a young man receives a liberal education. While pursuing
this course, he experiences a great change in his taste and in-his
intellectnal character; in consequence of which he fiads, that such
society and conversation as be formerly preferred, gradually ceases
to interest. And especially he finds, that the object of former ten-
der attachment, (if he had fixed upen one, and if her education
has been neglected) possesses less power to please. The various
sympathies, in which their souls once mingled, are gone. Itis
not that his affection is transferred to another. It is not that his
heart has ceased to be susceptible of tender emotion. But the uni-
son of soul has ceased. No longer does every sensation that rises
in the breast of the one, teuch a responsiye chord in the breast of
the other. They are no longer inclined to converse upon the same
topics ; they have became incapable of participating in each oth- -
ep's joys. ~ Most.of the things which interest and please her, have
ceased to interest and please him.  The things which chiefly inte-
rest and please him, she has never formed a taste to relish or a ca-

/pacity to understand. She wonders at the change; but knows
not how to account for it: and imagines, perhaps, that it is chiefly
owing to fickleness in her friend. He perceives the cause of the
evil, but cannot explain it to one who is ignorant of the philose-

- phy of the human mind. What shall he do? He sighs at the remem-

brance of former days ; feels that they can never return; drops a
tear over the grave of his fond anticipations ;—and flies from her
aohom once ke loved. Perhaps this is a criminal step. It certainly
is, if taken without mutual consent and in violation of a formal and
unconditional engagement. But it must be a sacred obligation,
which cea bind hini to marry one, who can never be a suitable
compeaion, aad who is unqualified to promote his happiness or
usefulnges in the station which he is to fill.



80 ~ 7 NOTES.

What is the remedy of this evil, so serious, and yet so frequent ?
Let young men wait, before they enter into any engagement, till
they know what kind of companion they shall want. /And let the
young female beware, how she receives the vows of one, whose taste,
and habits, and intellectual character, are yet to be formed. 1f the
lady possesses a capacity and desire of improvement, and ber eda-
cation is likely to bear some proportion to that of the gentleman,
the danger is diminished, and some advantages may arise from an
early connexion. But if she is to remain in stafu quo, it is moral-
ly certain, that her hopes will be disappointed. In general, there
is so much uncertainty, what changes education, and perhaps re-
ligion, may make in.the character of one or the other of the par-
ties, that it is safest for young persons to postpone all engagements
of this kind, till their intellectual and moral character is formed,
and till they know what station in society they shall fill.

\

Norz C. Page 57.

Iz is undoubtedly a fuct, that women seldom make- any great
advances, either in elegance of taste, or in the cultivation of the
mental powers, after they enter the conjugal state. It is hence
easy to see the importance of making all the improvement possible,
while they remain single. This is especially important in the case
of females who expect to fill the higher stations in society. It
would be a trite topic, to expatiate on the general importance of
female education. A happy change is taking place in the publie
mind, and in the public practice,. on this subject. Men bave
learned, that females have minds capable of high cultivation ; and
they feel, that for a lady to be very fine, is a poor atonement for
her being very ignorant. Some females, too, have been conscious
of their own powers, and have shown what attainments in mental
excellence the sex is capable of making. Ner need we fear, lest
much learning should make females.mad. The reason why we see
that to be sometimes the case, is, that learning is so uncommeon a
thing among them. The present insipidity of the conversation ia
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most polite circles—made up of little facts and details, with minute
and trifling comments upon them,—is in no small degree owing to
the general want of cultivation in the female mind. But the blame
does not rest wholly on the fair. Not unfrequently, when they
would fain unite in giving the conversation a more dignified tone,
they are discountenanced. It seems, indeed, to be the opinion of
some men of education, as well as others, that the moment a gen~
tleman comes into the company of young ladies, he is absolved
from the duty of talking sense.

i





