Digitized by GOOS[Q



a3 %) R
l» © " \ARTES JPoientii

| LIBRARY 22457 OF THE

NIVERSTIE O MiGhigyy

u ‘)?V”"“%

‘ n risor 3 -

k- S sr....l»u,«w‘ld =

‘
T TN Y

1

A}




. ¥
I '7<.



BX

MU
WS

1765



ARt e s
t Worlwan




Y — . -

 SERMONS

JOHN WITHERSPOON, S.S.T.P.

j’rejident of the Cillcge of
New Ferfey.

'A SUPPLEMENTARY VOLUME
"INCLUDING ‘SUCH SERMONS AS ARE NOT ALREADY PUBs
‘¥ISHED IN KIS TWORKS.

T WHICH ARE ADDED,
BY THE SAME AUTHOR,

YHE HISTORY or A CORPORATION 6x
SERVANTS, ano OTHER TRACTS.

EDINBURGH:
ﬁlmnn ror J. DE'KSON, J, FAIRBAIRN, AN
J OGLE. o

et



-

/GAAUf
-2

/gy-'zwa
/1=~2
27457 CONTENTS.

PAGE

Som: Account of the Life and Charaer of
the Author

e

SERMON I
On Minifterial Character and Duty.

2 Cor. 1v. 13. We alfo believe and there ofore
JSpeak.. 2

'SERMON 1IL
Man in his Natural State. 7o
Rev. nt. 1%9.  Becaufe thou fayef I am rich,
and increafed with goods, and have need of noth-

ing : and knyweff not that thou art wretched,
and miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked.

SERMON IIIL.
An Inducement to come to Chrift. 36°

Rev. ur. 17, Becaufe thou fa1 eofty Lamrich, &',
SERMON



CONTENT S,

PAGE
SERMON 1IV.

On the Purity of the Heart. 50 -

Prov. XXX, 7. 8. 9. Twothings have I re- -
quired of theey, deny me them mnot bifore 1 die,

e,

SERMON V.

Secking a Competency in the wifdom of Pro--
vidence. TR

Prov. xxX. 8. Give me neither Poverty nor
riches ;. feed me with food convenient for me.

SERMON VI.
The danger of Profperity. 86

Prov. xxx. 9. Leff Ibe full and deny thee,
aud fay, who is the Lord {c.

SERMON VIIL.
"Phe danger of Adverfity. [

Prov. xxx. 9. Lot Tbe poor; and fleal, and
tabe the name of my God in-wain.

SERMON




—y—

C€ONTENTS.

- pacE
SERMON VIIL.

| Truft in God. 13

Tsa. . 100 Whois among you that feareth the
Lord &%.

SERMON IX..
Truft'in God. - 128

Isa. ¥ ro. Why is asmeng you thet feareth the
Lord &e.

SERMON X .
A Faft day Sermon.

The Dominion of Providence over the:
paffions of men. 150

PsAL. LXKWL. 10, Surely the, wroth o man
Sball praife thee : the remainder of wrath fhalt
thou refirain,

AN ADDRESS to the Natives of Sc¢etland
refiding in America. 196

SERMON



CONTENTS.

- PAGE
SERMON XI.

Preacbed at Palﬂey.
On the Sm Jof Scoiﬁf:g ay. Thmgs Sgctpd 218

Psaim. 1. 1. Bl leffed is the sman that walketh
not in the rom{/'d gf tbe ungoa’ly, ror Sandeth
in the avay of finners, sor fitteth in the feat of
the feornful.

SERMON XII.
On Chriftian Magnanimity..

. TuEss. 1. 12, That you would walk wors
thy of God, awhs hath called you into bis king-
dom and glory. 251

AN ADDRESS to the Students of the Se-
nior-Clafs, on the Lord’s day precedmg
Commencement, ¥795. . 27%

THE HISTORY of a Conronmrion OF SER-
vaNTs, difcovered:a few years ago in the
interior parts of South America; contain--
ing fome very furpnﬁng events and extra-
ordinary Charalters. 302

Firfl publifbed in 1765..



B ———

. 4o -k

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND CHA-
| RACTER OF THE AUTHOR.

Extrafted from a Sermon preached om the occafion of
bis death, at Princeton, 6th May 1795, by Fobn
Rodgers p.p. ’ -

St ——————

’

DR Jonun WriTHERSPOON was defcended from a
refpeftable parentage ; which had long pof-
fefled a confiderable landed property in the caft
of Scotland. His father was minifter of the pa-
tith of Yefter, a few miles from Edinburgh, where
he was born on the fifth day of February, 1722.*
“This worthy man was eminent for his piety," his
literature, and for a habit of extreme accuracy in
dl his writings and difcoutfes. This example
contributed not 2 little to form in his fon that

: ' a tafte

®* Dr Witherfpoon was lineally defcended
from the Rev. Mr John Knox, whofe daugh-
ter Flizabeth married the famous M John Welfh,
who ftrongly refembled his fither in law in genius,
charater, and ufefulnefs in the church: Andin
his line Dr Witherfpoon defcended from this ho-
nourable anceftry.
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tafte and that love of accuracy, united with a no-
ble fimplicity, for which he was {o diftinguithed
through his whole life. .He was fent, very young,
to the public fchool at Haddington™ his father
ipared necither expence nor pains in his educatia
on. There he foen acquired -reputation:for his
afﬁdunty in his ftudies, and for 2 native found-
nefs of judgment, and. clearnefs and quicknefs of
conception, among his fchool-fellows ; many of
whom have fince filled the higheft ftations in the
literary and political world.

At the age of fourteen, he was removed to the
univerfity of Edinburgh.. . Here he continued, at-
tending the different profeflors, witha high de-
gree of credit, in all the branches of learning, un-
til the age of twenty-one, when he was licenfed
to preach the Gofpel. . In the theological hall,
particularly, he was remarked for a moft judicis
ous tafte in facred .criticifm,and- for a precifion
of idea and perfpicuity of expreffion rarcly attaine
ed at that early:peried. . . _—

Immediately on his leaving thc univerfity, -he-
was invited to be affiftant .minifter- with his fa-
ther, with.the right of fuxceffion ta the charge.
But he chofe rather to accept aninvitation fromthe
parith of Beith, in the weft.of Scotland. Here he
was ordained to the work of the Gofpel miniftry,
and fettled witlr ¢he - univerfal acqulefcence, and
even with the fervent attachment of the people.
His charalter as a preacher, which rendered him

fo accgptable and popular, will come more natu-
AT . ra:ly
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rally before us in another place.” Lot it fuffice
to remark here, that, always interefting and in-
ftruttive in the pulpit, he was:afliduous in the
difcharge of every parochial duty when out ofit.
And his ‘preaching genzrally tarned on thofe
great, ~diftinguithing; and practical truths of the
gofpel, which, in every Chriftian country; moft
affe& and attach the hearts of the gr\_at body of
“the people. ~ -

Trom Beéith he was, after a ‘ﬁ:w years, tranflat=
ed to the large and flourithing town of Paifley,
fo celebrated for its various and fine manufac-
tures.—Here he refided in the height of reputa-
tion and ufefulnefs 3 and riveted in the affeions
of his people, and his fellow citizens, when he
" was called to the prefidency of this college.

During his refidence at Pziflzy, he was invited
to Dublin, in Ireland, to affuinez tlre charge of a
numerous and refpetable congregation in that
city. He was alfo called to Rotterdam, in the Re-
public of the United Provinces—and to the town
of Dundee, in his own country. But he could
not be induced to quit a fphere of fuch refpeta-
bilty, comfort and ufefulnefs. * He declined alfo,
in the firft inftance, the invitation of the truftees
of this college. He' thought it almoft impoffible
for hiwx to ‘break conneftons at home, that had
been {o long endeared to him—to violate all the
attachments. and habits of the female part of his
family—to leave the fcene of his happinefs ‘and
honour—-and, in his middle career, to vury him- .

a2 felf



A
felf, as he apprchended, in anew apd dxftang
country.
But warmly urged by all thofe friends- whofe
- judgment he moft refpe@ed, and whofe fricod-
fhip he moft efteemed——and hoping that he
might repay his facrifices, by greater ufefulnefs ta
the cayfe of the Redeemer;and to the mtc::eﬁs
of learning, in thls new world——and knq:vmg
that this inftitution had been confecrated, from,
its foundation, to thofe great objeétsta which he
had devoted, his, life, he finally confented, on a
fecond application, tao wave every other confide-
ration, to crofs the acean, and to take among us
that important charge to which he had been cal-
led, with the concurrent wifhes, and the higheft
expeQations, of all. the friends of the college.*
Their expe@ations have not been difappeinted.
Its rcputation and fuccefs, under his adminiftra~
tion, have been equal to our moft fanguine hopes.
Almoft the firft benefit which it received, be-
fides the eclat, and the acceflion of ftudents, pro-
" eured to it by the fame of his literary character,
was the augmentation of its funds. The college.
has never enjoyed any refources from the ftate.
Tt was founded, and has been fupported, wholly
by private liberality and zeal. . And its finances,
from a variety of caufcs, were in 2 low and de~
elining
*Dr Wlthetfpoon arrived w1th his family at
Princeton in the month of Auguft, 1768. He was

the fixth Prefident of the. Callege fince its founda-
tign in the year 1746. .
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clining condition, at the period when Dr Wither-
fpoon arrived in America. But his reputation
excited an uncommon liberality in the public;
and his perfonal exertions, extended from Maf-
fachufetts to Virginia, foon raifed its funds to a
flourifhing ftate. The war 'of the revolution, in-
deed, aftérwards, profrated every thing, and al<
moft annihilated' its refources; yet we cannot’
but with gratitiide recolledt, how much the infti--
tution dwed, at that txme, to hxs enterpnze and
his talents.

But the principal’ advantages it derived, were:
from his literature ; his fuperintendancy ; his ex~
ample as a happy model of good writing; and
from the tone and tafte which he gave to the li--
terary purfmts of the college. :

In giving the outlines of the charadter of thls
great man,,. for I attempt no more, I. fhall begin
with obferving, that perhaps his principal merit
appeared in the pulpit: -Hé ‘was) ih many refs
pedts,.one of the beft” modeéls on” which a” young
preacher could. form himfelf. - It. was a fingular
felicity to the: whole college, but efpecially to
thofe who had the- profeffion of the miniftry in:
view, to have fuch an example conﬂantly before
them. -Religion, by the manner in which it was
treated by him, always commanded the refpect of
thofe who heard ‘him, even: when it was not able'
to engage their hearts. An admirable textuary, a
profound theologian, perfpicuous and fimple in.
his manner; an univerfal fcholar, acquamted;

a3 - deeply:
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deeply with human nature ; 2 grave, dignified,
and folemn fpeaker, he brought all the advanta-
ges derived from thefe fources to the illuftration,
and enforcement of diving truth. Though net a
fervent and animated orater,* he was always a
folemn, affectings snd. anfiruétive preacher. It
was impofiible to hear him without attention,. or
tp attend to him without improvement. He bad
2 happy talent, at umfolding the fri& and proper
meaning of the facred writery in any text from
which he chofe to difcourfe ; at concentrating
and giving perfe&. unity to avery fubje@ which
he treated 4 andprefenting to the hearer the moft
¢glear and comprehenfive views of it. His fer-
. » mong

~ ® A peculiar affe@tion of his nerves, which al-
ways overcame him when he allowed himfelf to
fecl very fervently on any fubje®, obliged him, fromy
his earlieft emtrance on public life, to impofe a
f5i@ reftraint and guand upon his fenfibility. He
was, therefore, under the ncceffity of fubftituting
ravity and [erioufnefs of manner, in public fpeak-
ing, in the room of that fire and wawmth, of which
ke was well capable, by natuve ; and whichhe fo
:;uch admisedin others, when managed with pru-
ence.

He never read his fermons, or ufed fo much
s fhort motes, in the pulpit. His pra@ice was,
to-_write his fermons at full length, .and commit
them to memory ; bat not confine himfelf to the
precife words he had penned. He often took great
¥berties, in the delivery of his difcourfes, to alter,
add to, or abridge what he had written ; but this
never infringed upon the firiteft accuracy.
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mons were diftinguifhed for their judicious and
perfpicuous divifions—=for mingling profound re-
marks on human life, along with the illuftration
of divine truth——and for the lucid order that
reigned through the whole. In his difcourfes,
he loved to dwell chiefly on the great doétrines
of divine grace, and om the diftinguifhing truths
of the -gofpel. Thefe he brought, as far as pof-
fible, to the level of every underftanding, and the
feeling of every heart. He feldom chofe to lead
his hearegs into fpeculative difcuflions, and never
to emtertain the;y by a mere difplay of talents,
All oftentation in the pulpit, he viewed with the
ntmoft averfion and contempt. -During the whole
of his prefidency, he was extremely folicitous ta
train thofe ftudious youths, who had the miniftry
of the gofpel in view, in fuch a manner, as to fe-
cure the greateft tefpeCtability, as well as ufeful-
nefs, in that boly profeffion. .- It was his conftant
advice to young preachers, never to enter the pul-
pit without the moft carefu] preparation. It was
his ambition ?nd his hope, to render the facred
miniftry the moft leayned, a5 well as the moft pis
ous and exemplary body of men in the Repub-
lic.
As a writer, his flile is imple and c_omnreh.en«
. five—his remarks judicious, and often refined—
his information,, on every fubje which he treats,
accurate and, exten{ive—-his mutter always weigh-
ty and important—clofely condenfed, and yes
well granged and clear.  Simplicity, perfpis
: cuity
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cuity, precifion, comprehenfion ot thought, and
knowledge of the world, and of the human heart,
reign in every part of -his writings, Three vo-
. lumes of eflays, and five volumes of fermons, be-
fides feveral dctached difcourfes, already publifh-
ed—and treating chiefly on the moft impor-
tant and pratical fubjects in religion—have de-
fervedly extended his reputation, not only through
Britain, Ireland, and America, but through moft
of the proteftant countries of Europe. His re-
marks on the nature and effets of the ftage, en-
ter deeply into the human heart. We find there
many refined obfervations, after the example of
the Meflicurs de Port-Royal in France, not obvi-
ous to ordinary minds, but perfectly founded in
the hiftory of man, and the ftate of fociety. The
pernicious influence of that amufement on the
public tafte and morals, was; perhaps, never more

_ clearly elucidated. On the following interefting
fubjedts, the ¢ nature’'and neceflity of regenerati-
¢ on—Julftification by free grace, through Jefus:
¢ Chrift’;.and the importance of truth in religion,
¢ or, the conrexion ‘that fubfifts between found
¢ principles’ and a holy prattice,” there is per-
haps, nothing fuperior in the Englifh language:
But Dr Witherfpoon’s talents wete various. He
was not only a ferious writer, ‘but he poflefled a
fund of refined humour, and- delicate fatire. A
happy fpecimen of this is feen in his Ecclefiafti-

cal Chara&eriftics. The edge of his wit, in that
performance, was direted againft certain corrup-

: tions
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tions in principle. and practice prevalent in the
church of Scotland. A And no attack that was
ever made, uppn, th:m, gave them {0 deep a wound
or was fo feverely felt. Dy Warbuston,. the cele-
brated, Bifhop. of Gloucefter, mentians the. Char,
raQdcriftics with particular appyobation, and cx-
prefles his with,, that the Englith chprch, as the,
needed too, bad l;kcw;fg, fuch.a correc’kor. L
This may be the proper. place to mention his
general character, as a menber of the cognfels
and courts. of the church, and the; part particular-
1y that he took in the ecclefiattical politics of his
- native country. The cburch of Scotland was di~
vided into two partigs, with refpect to their ideas
of ecclefiaftical difipline. 'Lhe one was willing
to confirm, and, even .gxtend the rights of picros
nage—the other withed, if poffible, to abrogate,
or at leaft limit them, and to extend the rights
and influence of the people, in the fettleinent and
removal of minifters. The latter were zeaious
for the dodrines of grace, and the.articles of reiia’
gion, in all their ftrictnefs, as contained in taeir,
national confeflion of faith, The former were
willing to allow a greater latitude of opinion ; and
they preached in a ftile that feemed to the peopla
lefs evangelical, and lefs affeéting to the heart and
confcience, than that of their opponents. In their
concern, likewife, to exempy the clergy of their
party from the unreafonable effects of popular ca-
price, they too frequently proteéted them againfk
the juft complaints of the people. Thefe x;r:
ile
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ftiled ‘moderate men, while their antagonifts were
diftinguifhed by the name of ‘the-orthodox: Dr
‘Witherfpoon, in' his: church politics,” early and
warmly embraced the fide of the orthodox. This®
he did from convittion, and a fenfe of duty ; and,
by degrees, acquired fuch an influence in their
councils, that he was confidered at length as their
" head and leader. Before he had acquired this
influence, their: councils were managed without
union and addrefs; while the meafures of the mo-
derate party had, for 2 long time, been conduc-
ted by fome of the greateft literary chara&ers i
the nation. It had happened among the ortho-
dox, as it often does among fcrupulous and con-
fcientious men; who are not verfed in the affairs
of the world, that each purfued inflexibly his
own opinion, as the dictate of an honeft confci-
ence. He could not be induced to make any mo-
dification of it, in order to accommodate it to the
views of others. ‘He thought that all addrefs:
and policy, was ufihg too much management
with confcience. Hence refulted difunion of mea-
fures, and confequent defeat——~But Dr Wither--
fpoen’s enlarged mind did not refufe to combine
¢ the wifdom of the ferpent with the harmleflnefs -
¢ of the dove.” He had, probably, the principat
merit of creating among them union, and harmos:
ny of defign; of concentriting their views, and.
giving fyftem to their operations. One day, af-
ter carrying fome important queftions in the Ge-
neral Affembly, againft the cclebrated Dr Robert-

: ' ' fon
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fon, who wras.at that.time confidered as the lead-
er of the oppofite party, the latter faid.to him,
in a pleafant and eafy manner, ¢ I think you have
¢ your men better difciplined than formerly.’ ¢ Yes
¢ (replied Dr Witherfpoon) by urging your poli-
¢ tics too far, you have compelled usto lmtt you,

¢ with your.own: wapons
‘We have feen him in owr own. chmch Judwa.a-
tories, in America, always upright in his views—
remarkabie for his pundtuality-in. attending upon
themm——and able to feize, at once, the right point
of view on every queflion—~able to difentangle
the moft embarafied fubje@s——clear and conclu-~
five in his reafonings—and from habit in bufi-
nefs, as well as from a peculiar foundnefs of judg-~
ment, always condudling every difcuffion to the
moft fpeedy and decifive termination. The
church has certainly loft in him, one of her
greateft lights 3 and, if I may ufe the term in ec~
clefiaftical affairs, one.of her.greateft politicians.
Before entering on his talents as a. prefident,
fuffer me, in a fentence or two, to call to your
mind his focial qualities.. When not engaged in
the great and ferious bufinefles. of life, he was
one of the moft companionable of men. Furnith-
ed with a rich fumd of anecdote, both amufing
and infiruétive ; his moments of relaxation were
as enwruining, as his ferious ones were fraught
with improvement. - One qualxty remarkable,
znd highly deferving imitation in him was, ¢ his
4 attention to young perfons.” He never fuffers
N ed
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el am dpportunity to efcape him of imparting the

moft ufeful advice to them, actording to their ¢ir-
¢éumiftances, when they Mappened to be in his
ecompany. And thiswas alwysdonem fo agreca-

- ble a way, that tliey could neither be inattentive
to it, nor was it poffible to forgcnt ,

On his domeftic virtnes T Thall only fay, he
was an affetionate hofband, a tender parent, and
2 kind mafter'; to which'I may add, he was a fin-
¢ere and 2 warm friend.<=~But, I hafien to con-
fider him as a {cholar, and a director of the fyi-
tem of education in the college.

* An univerfal fcholar ‘himfelf, he-endeavoured
to eftablith the fyftem of "education in this infti-
tution, upon the moft extenfive and relpectable

bafis, that its fituation and its finances would ad-" -

tnit.  Formetly, the conrfé of inftruétion had

been too fuperficial ; 4nd its metaphyfics and phi-

Iofophy were too ‘tmuch tinctured with the dry
and uninftrutive forms of the Féhools. This,
however, was by ho ‘means to' be ‘imputed as a
defeQl, to thofe’ great' and excellent men, who had
prefided over the inftitution before him ; but ra-
thei fo the recent origin of the country—the im-
perfe@ion of its ftate of fociety=+-and to the ftate
of literature in'it. BSince his prefidenty tathe-
matical feience has ‘received an extenfion, 'that
was not known -before in’ the American femina-
ries. He introduced -ifto philofophy, all the
moft liberaland modern improvements of Europe.
He extended the phﬂoibphxca.l courfe to embrace

the
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the general principlcs of policy and public law;
he incorporated with it  found and rational me- -
taphyfics—equally remote from the dodtrines of
fatality and contmgency——-,ﬁ'om the barrennefs
and doginmatifm of the fchools~and from the
exceffive refinements of thofe contradxanry, but
¢qually itnpious fects of feepticifm, who wholly
deny the exiftence of matter, or maintain that
nothing but matter exifts in the univerfe.

He laid the foundation of a co:u-(‘c of hiftory
. In the college=svand the principles of tafte, and
the rules of good writing, were both happily ex-
plained by him, and cxemphﬁed in his manner.
The fiile of learning, if yon will allow me the
phnfe, has been changed by him. Literary in-
quiries and improvements have hecome more li-
beral, more extenfive, and mote ptofound. An
admirable facuity for governing, and of exciting
the emulation of the young gentlemen under his
eare, contributed to give fuccefs to all His defigns
for ptrfcfhng the . conrfe of inftruction. The
numbers of men of diftinguithed talents, in the
different liberal profeffions, in this country, who
have received the elements of their education um-
der him, teftify his fervices to the college. Under
his aufpices have been formed a large proportion
of the clergy of our church ; and to his inftrudt-
ons; America | owes many of her moft dlﬁmgmﬂ;o
ed patriots and legiffators. = .. .

Thus he proceeded, guiding with. uncomnon
reputation and fuccefs ahq courfe of tducation in

this
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this inftitution, until the war of the American re-
volution fufpended his funéhons and difperfed
the college.

Here he entered upon a new fcene, and appear-
ed in a new charater ; widely differing from any,
in which he had been heretofore prefented to the
public.  Yet, here alfo, he fhone with equal
luftre ; and hls talents as a lcglﬂator and fenator
fhewed the cxtent a.nd the varjety of the powers
of his mind. There are few foreigners who can,
with fuch facility as he did, lay afide their preju-
dices, and enter into the ideas and habits of a
new country, and a new ftate of fociety. . He be-
came almoft at once an American, on his landing
among us, and in the unjuft war which Great Bri-
tain waged againft us, he immediately adopted
the views, and participated in the councils of the
Americans. His diftinguifhed abilities foon point-
ed him out to the citizens of New-Jerfey, as one
of the moft proper delegates to that convention
which formed their republican conftitation. In
this refpectable affembly be appeared, to the af-
tonithment of all the profeflors of the law, as
profound a civilian, as he had before been known
to be a philofopher and divine.

From the revolutionary committees and con-
ventions of ‘the ftate, he was. fent, early in the
year, 1776, as a reprefentative of the people of
New-Jerfey to the congrefs of United America;
he was feven years a member of that illuftrious
body, which, under providence, in the face of in-

numerable
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namerable dlﬁcultles and dangers, led us on to
the eftablifhment of our independence. Always
firm in the moft gloomy and formidable afpeéts
of public affairs, he always difcovered the great-
eft reach and prefence of mind, in the moft em-
barraﬁing fituations.

It is impoflible here to enter into all his poli-
tical ideas. Itis but Jufhcc however to obferve,
that on almoft all fubjcéts on which he differed
from the majority of his brethren in congrefs, his
principles have been juftified by the refule. I
fhall fele¢t only one or two examples. 1le con-
ftantly oppofed the expenfive mode of fupplying
the army by cbmmiﬁ}on, which was originally
adopted ; and combated it, until after a long ex-
perience of its ill effets, he, in conjunétion with
a few firm and judicious afdociates, prevailed to
have it done by contratt. -

He oppofed at every emifil Ton after the firft or

=cond, and even hazarded his popularity for a
time by the firenuoufnefs of his oppofition, that
paper currency which gave fuch a wound to pub-
lic credit, and which would have defeated the re-
volution, if any thing could.

In the formation of the original confederation,
he complained of the jealoufy and ambition of
the individual ﬁatcs, which were not willing to
‘entruft the ‘general ‘government, with adequate
powers for the common intereft. He then pro-
nounced inefficacy upon it. But he complained
and remonftrated in vain. : '

b2 Overruled
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Overruled, however, at that time, in thefe and
in other objeéts of importance, he had the fatis-
faction of living to fee America revert, in almoft
every inftance, to his original idecas—ideas found-
ed on a found and penetrating judgment, and
matured by deep refle€tion, and an extenfive ob-
fervation of men and things. But I forbear to
trace his political career farther ; and fhall only
add here, that while he was-thus engaged in fer-
ving his country in the character of a civilian, he:
did not lay afide his miniftry. He gladly em~
braced every opportunity of preaching, and of
difcharging the other duties of his oflice, as a
gofpel miniiter.  This he confidered as his high~.
eft charaler, and honour in life. .

The college having been colle&ad as foon as.
poilible after its difperfion, inftruéion was recom-.
menced under the immediate care of the vice-
prefident.* Dr Witherfpoon’s name, however,
continued to add celebrity to the inftitution, and
it has fully recovered its former reputation.
~ 'The glorious ftruggle for our liberties drawing
ro an honourable period, and the doctor feeling
age advancing upon him, was defirous of refign-
ing his place in congrefs: and would have fain
retired, in a meafure, from the burdens of the
college.

But notwithftanding his wifh for repofe, he

was,

* The reverend Dr Samuel S. Smith, who was
unaarimoufly chofen Dr Witherfpoon’s {ucceffor o

the 6th day of May, 1795,
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was induced, through his attachment to the in-
{titution, over which he had fo long prefided,
once more to crofs the ocean to promote its bene-
fit. The fruit of that voyage was not indeed
anfwerable to our wifhes ; but we are not the:lefs
indebted ta his enterprize and zeal. ,

After his returato this country, finding no-
thing to obfiruct his entering on.that retirement,
which was now becomme more dear to him; he
withdrew,. in a great .meafure,. except on fome
iamportant occafions, from the exercife of thofe
public fun&ions that were not immediately con~
ne&ed with the duties. of his office, as prefident
of the college, or his charalter as a minifter of
the gofpel.

Accuftomed to order and regularity in bufi-
nefs from his youth, he perfevered in his attention:
to them through his whole life. And | may add
there was nothing in which his pun&uality and
exaCtnefs were more facredly obferved, than in
the devotional exercifes of the chriftian life. Be
fides the daily devotions of the clofet, and the
family, it was his ftated practice to ebferve the
{aft day of every year, with his family, asa day
of fafting, humiliation and prayer: and it was
alfo his practice, to fet apart days for fecret faft-
ing and prayer, as occafion fuggefted.

Bodily infirmities began at length to come u-
pon him. For more than two years before his
death, he was afflited with the lofs of fight;

which contributed to haften the progrefs of his
other
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other diforders. Thefe he bore with a patience,
and even a cheerfulnefs, rarely to be met with, in
the moft eminent for wifdom and piety. Nor
would his aétive mind, and his defire of ufeful-
nefs to the end, permit him, even in this fituati-
on, to defift from the exercife of his miniftry, and
his duties to the college, as far as his health and
ftrength would admit. He was frequently led in-
to tne pulpit, both at home and abroad, during
his blindnefs ; and always acquitted himfelf with
his ufual accuracy, and frequently, with more
than his ufual folemnity and animation. And
we all recolle&t the propriety and dignity with
which he prefided at the laft commencement. He
was bleft with the ufe of his reafoning powers te
the very laft.

At length, however, he funk under the accu-
mulated preflure of his infirmities; and on the
15th day of November, 1794, in the feventy third
year of his age, he retired to his eternal reft, full
of honour and full of days—there to receive the
plaudit of his Lord, * well done thou good and
faithful fervant, thou haft been faithful over a few
things, be thou ruler over many things; entee
thou into.the joy of thy Lord.”

ar




SERMON I
Mi;ﬁﬁerial. Chara&ter and Duty.

e R g

2 Cor. iv. 13.

We alfo believe, and therefore [peak.

TO underftand what ought to be the cha.
radter, and what principles fhould animate
the con duét of a minifter of the gofpel, cannot
be without profit, even to a private Chriftian.
It will teach him whom to prefer, when he is
called, in providence, to make a choice. It will
teach him to hold fuch in reputation for their
office-fake, and to improve the privilege of a
regular gofpel-miniftry, if he himfelf is favour-

ed with it. And I think it muft incline him to-

make daily fupplication to the Lord of the har-
veft, to fend forth faithful labourers into his
harveft. :

But though there were no fuch general adyan-
tage to be derived from it, my particular charge,
and the very afpeét of this audience, would eafily

A ) juftify

e

]
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juftify me in making this, for once, the imme-
diate fubjeét of difcourfe.

Now if we would know the charater of a
faithful minifter, we cannot better, or more im-
mediately reach our purpofe, than by looking
into the charalter, and obferving the condu&,
-and fprings of adtion, of the Apoftles of our

Lord, who received their commiffions immedi-

ately from himfelf,. and were not only the firft,
but the beft and moft fuccefsful minifters, that
ever were employed in the church of Chrift.
The Apoftle Paul, whofe call was fo fingular,
and whofe labours were fo diftinguithed, has, in
his Epiftles to the feveral churches, planted or
avatered by him, given us a great light inta the
«<hief aims he had in the exercife of the miniftry.

In this chapter,and the preceeding part of this-

" Ipiftle, he fhews the Corinthians, with what
" vitible faithfulnefs and fincerity ‘he had adted,
and what diligence he had ufed in promotxng
their eternal happinefs. -

To fave time, I forbear going through the
conneétion of his difcourfe, and only obferve,
that in the words of our text, he fhows what
kept him faithful, and influenced him to fo
much diligence in the work to which he was
called, by alluding to an expreflion in the 116th
Pfalm. Itis written, ¢ I have believed, 'there-
¢ fore have I f{poken. We alfo believe, and
¢ therefore fpeak. In this he .intimates, that

our inward perfuafion of the great truths of the
€VCr-
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everlafting gofpel, could not but have a powerful
influence upon him and others, to preis the im=
portant . meflage, and. watch over the fouls of
thofe committed to their charge.” * - :

In difcourfing further at this time, I intend to’
confine myfelf to this fingl: truth, which may
be e2fily deduced from the text: that one of the
*moft eflentially neceflary, and the moft ¢xten-
fively ufcful qualifications of a good minifter, is,
that he'be a good man, that he hawe a firm be
Lief of that gofpel he is" called to preach, and a
lively fenfe of religion upon his own heart. Af-
ter [ {hall have explamed and confirmed this ob-
" fervafion, I will concluds “with fome practical
refle@tions:

Though I have mentioned real religion as one
“ofthe moft eflentially neceffary qualifications, -I
am not ignorant, that taking the words in a
firi¢t fenfe, gifts are more neceflary to the being
¢f the miniftry, than even graceitfelf. To make
the efficacy of the ordinances to depend upon the
mward ftate of the adminiftrator, is a Popifix
error, and is exprefsly guarded againit by the
Affembly of Divines, in' our fhorter Catechifms
in the following words: ¢ The Sacraments,” and
it is equally true of every other ordinance, ¢ be-
¢ come effeétual to falvation, not from any virtuc -
¢ in them, or if him that doth adminifter them,
¢ but only by the bleﬁ"mg of Chrift, and the:
¢ working of his fpirit in them that by falth re-
* ceive them.’ .

" A2 But
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But fome degree of capacity is evxdent!y necefv
fary in the moft abfolute fenfe. A man who is

‘altogether void of knowledge and utterance, or
who is deaf and dumb, may be a faint, but can.

not be 'a minifter. This conceflion, however,

takes nothing from the force of the obfervation,
that real religion is of the greateft importance,
and moft abfolutely neceffary to the faithful dif~
charge of a minifter’s facred truft. That I may
fct this in as clear and firong a light as I am able,

let me intreat your attention to the following ob- -

.ervations :

I. Real religion ina minifter, will make him
l\nowmg, and able for his work. It-is neceffary
for any one who intends himfclf for the office of
“the miniftry, by diligent ftudy, ‘and- the ufe of

. thofe means, with which .God-in his providence -

‘hath furnithed him, to improve his underftand-
ing, and acquire a ftock of knowledge, that he
may be a workman that needeth not to be
athamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. In
this he can have no fuch incitement as concern
for his mafter’s glory. Nay, he that is truly re-

ligious, is taught of God, the beft of mafters,
- and will have fome of his moft profitable leflons:
from his own experience. .

Let me the rather intreat your attemtion to -

tlus, that thofe who are moft apt to difparage
" piety are alfo aptto fpeak in terms of high ap-
probation on the fubject of literature and fciences
.- ~Obferve
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~Obferve, therefore, that true religion ferves
both to give a man that ' knowledge which is ne-
ceﬂ'ary to a minifter, and to diret and to turn’
into its proper channel the knowledge whieh he
may otherwife acquire. Itis-an approved max~
im in every fcience, that pratical and experi--
mental knowledge far' exceeds that which is
merely {peculative ;3 at leaft, though the laft may
make the prettieft fhow, the firft is by much
tobe preferred for ufe. Any wife man, if he
was to go a dangerous- voyage, would readlly
prefer, as his pilot, one, who had much expcn-
ence, and had failed often that way himfelf, to
one, who had ftudied navigation in the moft per-
fet manner afhore. So, my brethren, every
man who regards his. foul would choofe for his
fpiritual guide, one, who appears-to hive the
wifdlom to fave his own, and would expeét by

him to. be beft: direCted, how to avoid the rocks
and fhelves in his paflage, through.this danger--
ous and tempeftuous ocean of life.. _
- Butif this maxim .holds true in. other feience,.
it holds yet more ftrongly in. religion; which
eainot be - truly known - unlefs itbe felt. There
is an infeparable conne&ion between' faith and
practice, truth and duty; and therefore he that
isa ftranger to the eme, is ignorant. of the offer.
Tam not infenfible. that.a bad man may efpoufe,
and plead for a great part of the fyftem of di-
vine truth ; but as he cannot cordially embrace
ity foIam inclined tothink that he never truly
Aj, underftands:
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underftands it. ‘Fhe Apoftle Paul declares, that
it is only by the Spirit of God which is given to-
every real chriftian, and.morc efpecially to every
faithfil minifter, thata man is enabled to treat

rightly of divine things: ¢ Now we have receiv-

¢ ed, not the fpirit of the world, but the fpirit
¢ which is - of God, that we. might know the
< things that are freely glven to us of God;
$ whith things we fpeak, not i the words wh:ch
¢ man’s wifdom teacheth, but which the Holy
¢ Ghoft teacheth, comparing fpiritual things
¢ with fpiritual. Butthe natural man receiveth
¢ not the things of the Spirit of God, for they
¢ aze foolifhnefs unto him, neither can he know
- ¢ them, for they are fpirtually difcerned.’ As
the real Chriftian from that charader is beft dif-
. pofed tofeek after, fo heis by the fame means
beft fitted to improve and apply" his knowledge

of fpiritual things. - This will appear, if we con- -
fider what ought to be the great work of a mini~ -

fter. He hath to do chiefly with the hearts and
confciences of his people. His bufinefs is to con~

- wvince the ungbdly; to awaken the fecure; to

enlighten the ignorant ; te diret and firengthen
the weak in the faith, and in general asa wife
phyfician, to adminifter the medicine proper to
* the various conditions and diforders of his hear~
ers. Now it muft, atfirt fight, appear, that he
who is a firanger- to the power of godlinefs, and
knows nothing of the fpiritual life himfelf, muft
be utterly unfit for difcerning how it thrives, or

: aﬂiﬂ’mg
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affifting and promoting it in others. That man
muft furely be moft powerful in fearching, and

- moft fkilful in guiding the confciences of others,

who has been accuftomed to examine and direct
his own. ' :

I only farther obferve upon this particular,
that true religion will purify, and directinto its
proper channel, the knowledge he may other-
wife acquire. It is a great miftake to think,
found learning is an enemy to religion, and to
fuppofe that an ignorant miniftry is the beft or
fafeft. There is no branch of human knowledge
of whicha divine may not be the better, or
which a good man will not improve to the glory
of God and the good of others; though fome of

. them are more important than others ;-and it is

neceflary to give to any of them, only fuch pro-
portion of our time, as is confiftent with our
great and principal aim. Now true religion is
the great prefervative againft miftake or abufc of
any kind on this fubjet. A bad.manis apt to
ﬁ:udy, merely to gratify his own fancy ; and there
is a falfe luxury and delicacy in fcedmg the mind
as well as the body. A bad man is alfo exceeding-
ly prone to intelletual pride and felf-fufficiency 5
than which, there is not a vice more - dangerous
in itfelf, or more contrary to the charaéter of 2
minitter of the New Teftantent. But he who is.
fandtified by divine grace, as he has every motive:
t0. d:hgenoe in aequmng *knowledge, fo the

: ﬁﬂglc
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fingle purpofe to which he will with to apply‘it,-
“is to ferve God in the gofpel of his Son.

II. Real religion in a minifter will make him
happy and chearful, ready and willing to do his
duty. There is a great difference between the
prompt, and fpeedy obedience of a fervant who
loves -his mafter and his work, and the relutant
labour of him who only deceives him, that he
may eat of his bread. A truly pious man, un-
dertakes the office of the miniftry from love to.
God, with a view to promote his glory, and:
what he hath counted his intereft in the world,
viz. The welfare of the fouls of men. An un-
holy minifter undertakes this employment- only as
‘a trade to earn by, and has it at leaft as his
higheft aim to promote his own worldly advan-
tage. It is eafy to fee.in what a different man-
ner thefe different perfons will a&, and in what
different light they will view the faered duties of
their funétion. He who truly believes the gof-
pel and loves its Author, will reckon it his
higheft honour when he is called to recommend.
it to the belief of others. He will be apt to
teach, and will find a pleafure in carrying his-
meflage, befides the reward he expects from him
who employs him, and will undergo with chear-
fulnefs every fatigue he is fubjeted to in the
execution of his office. On the other hand, he
who is actyated by. a contrary, principle, though:
be is obliged, that he may raife his wages, in

fome- -

- -
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fome fort to do his duty ;' yet how heavily mufe
it go on, how tedious and burdenfome  muft it
be, both in preparation and performance! He
will count his fervice at the altar, and his work
among his people, as a toil and diudgery, and
reckon aH that redecmed time that he can fave
for himfelf, from the duties of his office.- -
Perhaps it may be thought that there liesa
ftrong objection againft this obfervation from ex~
perience ; as it appears that fuch- minifters as
‘have leaft of religion, commonly go moft lightly

_ under the charge, and are far from feeling any

burden in what is committed to-them ; whereas
the moft pious and faithful minifters feem to
have a weight upon their fpirits, and fuch a con-
cern for the falvation of their people, as eannot
but take much from their chearfulnefs in the
work to which they are called. In anfwer to
this, obferve, that an unfiaithful minifter is nat

_eafy and chearful becaufe his work is agreeable to

him, but becaufe he takes as little of it"as may

‘be, and feeks his pleafure more than his duty.

Certain it is, that the work of the miniftry mu#ft
be irkfome and uneafy- to him that believes not,
except fo far as he makes it fubfervient toiam- _

-bition, and difplays his' own talents when he

fhould be feeding his people’s fouls. This, I con-
fefs, which the Apoftle juftly calls preaching

_ ourfelves, may be abundantly gratifying to the

moft corrupt heast. On the other hand, that

of
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“of every faithful paftor, is far from being incorr-
fiftent with the moft folid peace and defirable
pleafure arifing from the difcharge of his duty.
. It is like the exercife of pity and compaflion to
the diftreffed, in him, who is afting for theirre-
lief, which, though in fome fenfe painful, is yet
actompanied with the approbation'of God, and
confcience, as flowing from a rightly difpofed
mind, and therefore to. be c‘wemih(,d “aid culti-
vated rather than fupprefled. There is a time
for every good man to mourr, and a txme to re=
Jjoice, and perhaps the one is cven more falutary

.»than the other; for we are told, that God will
appoint unto them that mourn in Ziop, ©to give
-¢ unto them beauty for afhes, the oil of joy for

"¢ mourning, and the garment of praife for thc
¢ {pirit of heavinefs. :

IIL. Real religion in a minifter will make him -
faithful, and impartial in the difcharge of his-
‘truft. The God in whofe prefence we ftand,
and in whofe name we fpeak, is no refpetter of
perfons, and neither fhould we be,. in doing his
work.. There is commonly a great variety of

. perfons, of different ftations, and:of difftrent
charatters, committed to the infpedtion of a mi-

nifter ; the pleafing or difpleafing of whom,

* has a confiderable. influence on his wordly eafe
.and intereft. This is a great temptation to be
unfaithful, and often leads to fpeak unto them

¢ fmooth things, and prophecy deceit ” or- at

leaft, not to deal with all that freedom and im-

par=
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partiality, that his duty to God requires.. In
every unregenerate man, worldly intereft in one
thape or another, either vanity or gain, is the fu-
preme motive of action; and therefore, as moft
men are impatient -of reproof, it cannot be fup-
pofed, that an unfan&ified minifter will venture
to provoke their difpleafure, or to gall them with
unacceptable truths. The favour of the great,
or the applaufe of the multitude, he certainly will
feek more than the edification of any. On the-
other hand, he who truly fears God, and believes
what he teaches, will aét with faithfulnefs .and
boldnefs. He will remember, that if he feek
- to pleafe men, he cannot be the fervant of
Chrift. He will therefore no farther obtain, and
indeed no farther with to obtain their favour,
than as a diligent difcharge of his duty approves
him to their confciences in the fight of God, or
forces the approbation of the impartial, notwithe
ﬁandmg the refentment . of particular offenders.
It is only the fear of God can deliver us from
the fear of man. I do not pretend that all who
fear God are wholly delivered from it; but fure-
1y, bad men muft be far more under the govern-
ment of thisfinful principle. The one may fail
occafionally, the other is corrupted wholly.
"There are two reafons which incline me particu-
lary to.infift on that falthfulnefs, which can only

flow from true piety.
1. That preaching, in order to be ufeful, muft
be very particular, and clofe in the application.
) General
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General truths, and abftrat reafoning have Little

or no influence upon the hearers, as the igno- -

rant cannot, and the wife will not apply themto
themfelves.

2. The other reafon is, that private admoniti-
‘on, and perfonal reproof, are a great part of a mi-
 nifter’s duty, and a duty that cannot be performed
" by any inan who bath not a fteady regard to the

prefence and command of that God, who hath
fet him to watch for the fouls of his people, % onc
that muft give 2 an account.

IV. Real religion ina minifter will make him
‘aftive and laborious in “his work. Dnllgence is
abfolutely neccﬁ’ary tothe right difcharg,e of the-
paﬁoral duties, whether public or private: It re~
quires no fmall attention and labour to feck ‘out fit
and acceptab]c words, as the prCacher exprefses it,
to ftir up the attention of the inconfiderate, to
awaken fecure, and convince obftinate finners, to
unmafk the covered hearts of hypocrites, to fet
#ight the erring, and encourage the fearful. Anun-
'behcvmg minifter muft be carelef§ and flothful.
As he 18 unconcemed about the fuccefs of his
work, he cahnot have any great concern about the
manner of performance.  But he who believes the
unfpeakable importince of what he is ernployed
about, both to himfelf, and his peop’le, cannot fail
tobe diligent. He knows, that he himfelf muft
anfwerto God for the care he has taken of the
fouls comnutted to his charge, and that if he dees
. not
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not faithfully warn the wicked to turn from their
ways, their blood will be required at his hand.

Oh! my brethren, what a ftriking confidera-
tion is this, to fuppofe ourfelves interrogated by
the Supreme Judge, concerning every finner un-
der our charge! Did you earneftly warn this un-
happy foul, by earneft exhortations in public, and
by ferious affectionate expoftulations in private to
confider his ways ? It is an eafy thing, by a partial
or curfory performance of our duty, to {creen our-
felves from the cenfure of our fellow men; but
to ftand at the judgment feat of Chrift, and anf-
wer there for our diligence, is a more awful trial.

Will not alfoa concern for his peoples intereft,
animate a pious minifter to diligence? If he is
truly pious, as he loves God, heloves his brother
alfo. The Apoftle Paul fays, “ Knowing there-
fore the terror of the Lord, we perfuade men.” If
aman in good earneft, believes, that everlafting
mifery muft be the portion of all who die in an un-
rencwed ftate, what pains will he not take, to pre-
vent finners from going to that place of torment ?

One who could fee a fellow creature, in the
rage of afever, ruthing to the brink of a preci-
pice, and not reftrain him, would fall under laf-
ting infamy.  Muft not the fime compaflion move
the heart of a ferious perfon, who fees his fellows
finners going blindfold to the pit of perdition ?

It is their not believing thefe things, that makes
them fo fearlefs in finning 5 if you truly believ
them, will you not make an effort to alarin thom

B ’ Ther
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There are no motives like thefe to diligence,—he
that believes, will certainly {peak.

V. In the laft place, real religion will make a
minifter fuccefsful in his work. Thisit does, both
as it fits him for doing his duty to his peeple, which
has been illuftrated above, and as it adds to his
precepts the force of hisexample. Firft, it makes
him fuccefsful, asit fits him for his duty. It'is-
true indeed, that God only can give the blefling
upon a minifter’s labours, and that he can fave by-
many, or by few, by the weakeft, as well as by the
ableft inftrument; yet we fee from experience,
that in all ordinary cafes, he proportions the fuc-
cefs to the propriety, or fufficiency of the means.
Neither is there any furer mark, that God intends
effeCtual benefit to any part of the world or the
church, than when he raifes and commiflions men
cminently qualified to plead his caufe. Therefore,
real piety, even in this refpedt, contributes to a mi-
nifter’s fuccefs. If diligence in all other things pro-
duces fuccefs, it muft be fo alfo in the miniftry.
¥ he that lays out his ground with the greateft judg-~
ment, prepares and drefles it with the greateft
care, has the moft plentiful crop; f the fhepherd
zhat waits moft diligently upen his flock, feeds
them in the beft pafture, and leads them to the faf-.
eft fhelter, has the moftincreafe ; then that mi-
nifter, who doeshis duty moft wifely and powerful- -
ly, will alfo fee mott of the fruit of his labours.

But real and unaffeted yet vifible ferioufnefs,-
' has
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has alfo its ‘own proper additional influence ona
minifter's fuccefs. .An apparent and vifible im-
preflion upon the fpeaker’s mind, of what he fays,
gives it an inexpreflible weight with the hearers.
There is a piercing heat, a penctrating force, in-
that which flows from the heart, which diftin-
guifhes it not only from the coldnefs of indiffer-
ence, but alfo, from the falfe fire of enthufiafm or
vain glory. Befides all this, ' the example of a
pious minifter, isa conftant mitruction to his peo«
ple. It ratifies his doftrine while he ‘not only
charg&s them to do what he fays, but to be what he .
is. This will receive much illuftration fromits con-
trary.

A minifter who hasa canelefs, untender Walk,.
defeats, by his life, the intent of his preachingy
Though -in: reafon, it cannot juftify any one in
difobeying wholefome inftruétions, that the in-
foutor defpifes them himfelf; yet it is one of
the ‘moft common excufes men make for them-
feclves, and few'excufes feem to fet their confcien~
ces more at eafe. Loofe and carelefs perfons
think themfelves quite 'at liberty:to defpife the re=
proofs of their paftor, if, while he teaches others
he teaches not himfelf. -

Nay, not only is:it thus with the profanc, but.
even thofe who have the greateft regard for re—
ligion, are ‘not fo much: affeted with the fame
truths; when fpoken by one theythink indifferent
about themy as when fpoken by one, who feems
to fecl what he fpeaks, and.who lives as he teaches.

B2 Experience
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Experience greatly confirms the whole of this
reafoning—for wherever an eminently pious mi-
nifter has lived, and laboured long, there is com-
‘monly to be found the moft knowing, ferious,
fober-minded, and judicious people: nay, the

-very memory of fuch a minifter is often long con-
‘tinued after he is gone, and his example is pro-
pofed by his hearers to t.heu' children’s Chll-
dren.

From all thefe confiderations, I conclude, that

~the moft important qualification of a good mini-
. ter, is, to be a believing preacher, and that, if be
-faves his own foul, he will be the probable mean
of faving them that hear him.
. I proceed now to make fomc 1mprovement of
. the {ubject.
Reverend Fathers and Brethren 3

As we would wifh our people to do,.let us take
heed how we hear, and make a faithful applica~
tion to ourfelves, of what-hath been faid upon the
fubjet. Let it engage us to a ferious examinati-
on of ourfelves, left while we preach the gofpel

-to others, we ourfelves fhould be reprobates.
."T'his ought to be the fubjet of our frequent and
ferious thoughts, for feveral reafons. We are in
danger of thinking ourfelves too eafily fafe, by
comparing that outward regularity, to which,
cur office itfclf, even from fecular motives, obli-
ges us, with the licentious extravagance of pro-
fane finners. We are in danger of miftaking our
frequent thinking and fpeaking of the things,(:{
Go
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.Ged, inthe way of our calling, for an evidence of
srue religion, in ourfelves. 'We may alfo, perhaps,
miftake thofe gifts with which Ged hath furni-

.fhed us, for the benefit of his own people, asthe.
fruits of the Spirit, and of gracious difpofitions in

our hearts, - A minifter is as much liable to felf-

deceit as others, and in fome refpeéts .more fo.
-We have therefore much need, often to make

trial of our ftate, as well as tq give all diligence

‘to make our own calling and election fure.

But let us beware of imagining, that this dif~
-courfe is only applicable to fuch as have no real
-faith in Chriff. God forbid ! that there were
-any minifter among us, a2 complete unbeliever,
counting the gofpel a fable. But faith, and every
other gracious difpofition grafted upon it, are ca-
pable of many degrees of improvement and

firength 5 and in proportion to the firength of’
our faith, and the impreffion we have of divine
things, will be our diligence, and confequently
our fuccefs, in the work of the minifiry, Let us
therefore imprefs our minds, with a more and
more lively fenfe, of the important truths which
.we teach and hear. Let us not ftarve ourfelves;
while we are feeding others: but ftudy to. arrive
at a greater degree of love to God, and delight in
him; a greater :.conformity to his blefled image,
in purity of heart, and integrity of life. Let us
ina {pecial manner;. ftudy to attain to more and
more intimate communion with God in fecret
which is the fign of our ‘dependance upon hinm,

B3 and
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and the very exercife of love to him, which is the
means of conftancy, and the fource of joy in re-
- ligion.

Above all, let us fet our -affeCtions upon the
things that are above, where our Redeemer fits,
at his Father’s right hand. As our profeflionis
to be pilgrims, and firangers in the earth, to live
by faith, and not by fight ; let us ftudy, to raife
our hopes of, and defire after, the heavenly in-
. heritance. By this, we fhall not only believe, but

‘know and feel the value of true religion, which
cannot fail to make us diligent in feeking the
:good of others.

Oh! my brethren, what reafon have we to be
inwardly afhamed at the weaknefs of our faith,
and the coldnefs of our love, as they thew them-
felves, by our indifference in the duties of our .
office! We are often ready both to complain and
wonder, that our hearers are fo little affeéted
with the moft awful confiderations; -that they
can hear with indifference of everlafting happi-
nefs, and fit without fear under the denunciati-
ons of eternal wrath; that we cannot perfuade
them, it is of importanee to think what fhall be-
come of them for ever. But is it not alfo to be
wondered at, that we ourfeclves can often fpeak of
" thefe things with fo little emotion? Can we ever
be fufficiently affeted with the danger of our
hearers, when we confider, that we muft either
fave them by convincing and converting them

now, or deliver our own fouls, by witnefling, juf+
uying
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.tifying, and perhaps pleading for their condem-
~nation at the laft day ! However plain and fimple
thefe truths are, of the final judgment of mini-
fters and people, they are quite unfathomable in
.their meaning and importance to both. It is
firange that we can think of them without the
deepeft concern, or even fpeak of them without
tears. . .

Let us pray that the Lord would encreafe our
faith, that believing we may fpeak, and that our
fpeech may be with fuch efficacy, by the blefling
of God, as many finners may be thereby brought
to everlafting life; that we may approve ourfelves
to him that fent us; and that when Chrift, the:
chief Shepherd fhall appear, we may receive a
wown of glory that fadeth not away.

[}
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SERMON IL

Man in his Natural ‘State.

s

D —— =

Rev. iii. 17.

Becaufe tl;ou SayeR, 1am rich, and increafed avith

goods, and have need of nothing ; and knweft not
that thou art wretched, and miferable, and poory and
blindy and naked.

N order to preach the gofpel with fuccefs; it is

neceflary that we fhould begin, by eftablithing
the great and fundamental truths, on which alk
the reft are built, and to which they conftantly
refer. Nay, it is neceflary that we fhould often
Took back to thefe, and fee that we be not off the
foundation, or that it be not weakly, or imper-

feftly laid.  Of this fort, I take the guilt, mifery,

and weaknefs of our nature to be; and therefore

have chofen the words now read, as the fubject of

difcourfe

e ——
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.difcourfe, in which the Spirit of God reproves the

fufficiency, and felf-righteoufnefs of the church
of Laodicea.
" * Becaufe thou fayeft, I am rich, and increafed
in goods, &c.” I fuppofe you will all eafily under-
ftand, that the words are figurative, and are {poken
entirely with a view to the fpiritual ftate of that
church. Inthis light, let us confider what is pre-
cifely their meaning.

‘We may either fuppofe, that this charge is
brought againft the church of Laodicea, becaufe
‘there were many there, under the profeffion of the
gofpel, who were notwithftanding, ftill in a natural
unrenewed ftate—firangers to the power of religi-
on; of which, their being thus unhumbled, and
infenfible of their guiltand mifery, was the evidence ;
and for which, the remedy is prefcribed in the fol-
lowing words : ¢ I counfel thee to buy of me gold,
¢ tried in the fire, that thoumayeft berich, and white
¢ raiment that thou mayeft be clothed, and that the
¢ thame of thy nakednefs do not appear ; and a-

-noint thine eyes with eye-falve, that thou mayeﬁ:
fee.

. Or we may fuppofe, that this rcproof was in 2
grcat meafure applicable to them all in general, be-
lievers and unbelievers ; the beft of them, being
exceedingly prone to truft in themfelves, that they
were rightcous; inftead of that humble depen-
dence on the merit and grace of their Redeemer,
which ought not only to be the refuge of the fin<

o ner,
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ner, but the confidence of the faint. And there
is no queftion, that this is a proper caution to pro-
fefling Chriftians in every age, to.beware of {plit-
ting on the rock of felf-fufficiency.

But as this difpofition reigns in the heart’of e~
wvery one’that is yet at a diftance from God, is the
foundation of their fecurity and impenitence, and
is what they muft be brought off from before they
can be reconciled to God; it is for their benefit
‘that I chiefly defign this difcourfe, though it may
alfo be ufeful, and fhall be in part applied to the
children of God. It is an affeting thought when
purfued to its confequences; yet, alas! it is un-
queftionably true, that in every aflembly, fuch as
this, of profefling Chriftians, there are not a few,
‘who are in “the gall of bitternefs, and in the
bond of iriquity,” urider the wrath of God, and
liable to the condemning fentence of his law ; and
‘at the fame time, that the far greater part of them
are ighorant of it, and know that they are ¢ wret~
-ched, and poor, and blind, and naked.”

In difcourfing farther upon this fubjed, therefore,
1 fhall, - )

I. Endeavour to prove and illufirate this truth
that all mankind are by nature in a ftate of fin and
mifery, under the bondage of corruption, and i~
ble to the wrath of God.

IL. I fhall briefly fhew you,_ that being brought
'to a lively fenfe, and genuine conviction of this, is
: the
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the firftand a neceffary ftep to the faving know-
ledge of God in Chrift.—And, in the laft place,
fhall make fome pra&xcal improvement of the fub-_
je&

1. In the firft place, thien, I am to prove and il-
lufirate this truth, that all mankind are, by nature,
in a ftate of fin and mifery, under the bondage of
corruption, and liable to the wrath of God. What
is faid in this pafTage of the Laodiceans,is univer-
fally true of the pofterity of Adam. Unlefsan in-
ward and effential change has been wrought upon
them by the grace of God, they are ¢ wretched, and
miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked.’ It is
alfo true of them,as well as the of Laodiceans, that
they know it not ; but vainly prefume themfelves
to be rich, and increafed with goods, and to have
need of nothipg. If thefe two things are jointly
true of many of youmy hearers, there is nothing in
which you can have fo great aconcern; therefore,
let me earneftly befeech your moft fenous attention
to what fhall be faid, as the fuccefs of this convition
is neceflary to _your underftanding, or profiting
by any-other part of divine truth, as I {hall after-
wards thew you.

‘The proof of the truth here afferted, can be only
of two kinds: 1. From Scripture, which is thetef~
timony of God declaring it ; 2. From the vifible
ftate of the world, and our own experience finding
#tobefo

1. That all mankind are by nature in a ftate of
: ’ - - fin
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fin and mifery, appears from the exprefs and repeat-

ed teftimony of the word of God.  And this tefti-
mony we have, not only in particular paﬂ'1ges car}
rying the truth, but in the ftrain and fpirit of the
whole, and the feveral difpenfations of Divine pro-
vidence there recorded, which are all of them built
upon this fuppofition, and intended to remedy this
univerfal evil.

See what God declares: Gen. vi. 5. ¢ And God
¢ {aw that the wickednefs of man was greatin the
¢ earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts
¢ of his heart, was only evil contifiually.” And again,
¢ the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his

¢ youth.” We may take the Pfalmift David’s teftimo-
ny of himfelf, as a fample of the reft of mankind ;
and indeed he plainly intimates that it isa common
calamity : ¢ Who can underftand hiserrors ? Cleanfe
¢ thou me from fecret faults. Behold ! I was thap-
¢ en in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive
¢ me.’ '

‘We may take alfo the teftimony of the-Apoftle
Paul in his epiftle to the Romans, which is the more
full to our prefent purpofe, that as he had never -
been at Rome, he is there laying the foundation
of religion in general, and the Chriftian difpenfa-
tion in particular, by a clear and explicit proof of
the need the world had of a” Saviour, from its uni-
verfal corruption and depravity. See then what
be fays—‘ What then ? Are we better than they ?
¢ No, in no wife; for we have before proved both
¢ Jews and Gentiles, that they -are all under fin.

As
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&s it is written, ¢ There is none nghteous,no not

¢ ‘orfe.” And again—* Now we know that what

o thmgs foever the law faith, it faith to them who

T areé underthe law, that every  mouth may be ftop-

¢ ‘ed, and all'the world may become guilty before

¢ God.—for all have finned and come {hort of
¢ the glory of God.” -

You may alfo fee, that the Apoftle traces this
diforder to its ‘very fource.~—¢ Wherefore as by -
* one man fin éntered into the world, and death
by fin; and fo déath paffedupon all men, for .
¢ that all have finned.”

I thall add but one exprefs fcnpture-te&xmony
more.—¢ And you hath he qulckened who were
¢ dead in trefpafles and fins.’ :

" But, befides the particular paffages of fcripture,
pofitively declamng this truth, the whole frame
and contexture of the fcriptures, and all the
difpenfations of divine providence recorded in
them, are a proof of the fame thing. Man is
every where confidered as in 2 fallen and finful
ftate. Every thing that is prefcribed to him,
and every thmg that is done for him, goes upon -
- that fuppofition. It is not one man, or a few
men that are in fcripture called to repentance,
but all without exception. Now repentance is
only the duty of a finner. An innocent perfon
cannot repent, he has nothlng to grieve for in
his _heart, or'to forfake in his life. It is alfo
proper to obferve, that one of the fcnpturc-cha-'

ralters of God is, ¢ merciful and gracious, flow to.
C anger,
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¢ anger, forgiving iniquity, tranfgrcﬁion and fin.!
XNow, he could not be to us a forgiving God,
and there would be no need that he fhould be
revealed under that charatter, unlefs we were
finners that ftood in need of pardon. Mercy,
indeed, is the diftinguithing attribute of God,
and this can only have refpeét to offenders. All
the other perfetions of God might be exercifed
towards pure and holy creatures, but mercy only
towards finners. He might be a good, holy,
juft, wife, powerful God to perfons in a ftate of
innocence, but he can fhew mercy only to the
guilty.

Do not the dxfpenfatxons of God’s providence
fhew the fame thing ? He fent the flood asa |

_teftimony of the wickednefs of the world, and
- - for the punifthment of a guilty race. "Remember
" g}fo the facrifices which were appointed and ac-
+* gepted by God from the beginning of the world.

Sacrifices are for agonement and expiation. They
are plainly a fubftitution in the room of a for~
feited life. It is doing violence to common

_ fenfe, to make them any thing elfe. The whole
- Jewifh ceconomy, which had in it fo many fac-

rifices, fo many offerings, fo many wathings and
purifications, does plainly fuppofe the perfon
ufing them to be infe&ted with fin or moral pol-
lution. Had not this been the cafe, they had

been extremely abfurd and improper. .
But the firongeft teftinony of all that God
Rath given to the guxlt and corruption of man=~
kind,
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kind, is his fending his own Son into the world
“to redeem them by the facrifice of himfelf.—Ta
what purpofe redeem them if they were not in
bondage ? Why fo coftly an expiation if our
lives had not been forfeited to divine juftice?
‘But that it was for this purpofe that Chrift came
into the world, i fo plain from the whole of the-
fcriptures; that I fhall felect but one paffage out
of manyto prove it—° Whom God hath fet
¢ forth to be apropitiation, through faith in his -
¢ blood, to declare his righteoufnefs, for the re~
¢ miffion of fins that are paft, through the for-
¢ bearance of God.
"~ What is faxd already, on this bead, is a fuﬂ
‘ proof from fcripture, that man is now by nature
in a ftate of fin : that he is alfo, in confequence
of _that, in a ftate of miféry, and Hable to the -
wrath of God, is proved by many of the fame
- paffages, and by many others.— For the wrath:
¢ of God is revealed from heaven againft all un~:
¢ godlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of men, who hold
- ¢ the truth in unrighteoufnefs.—For the wages of
¢ fin is'death, &c.” ButI need not multiply paf~
fages to this purpofe, for in all God’s difpenfa~
tions, the deferved punifthment of finners is as-
evident as their finfulnefs itfelf. It is, indeed,
fully proved from the effential perfeftions of
God, particularly his holinefs and jufticec. He
is of purer eyes than that he can behold iniqui-
ty. ¢ Evil cannot dwell with him, nor fools, that
i is, finners, ftand in his fight.’- _
: C2 _ Is
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- Is not all this then, my brethren, a fufficient
proof from the teftimony of God, that man in a
natural ftate is finful and miferable? Shall we
affirm ourfelves to be whole if he faith we are
unfound ? Do we know more than God ? Will
we not give credit to the fountain of truth? Nor
is it any objection to this, that we ourfelves
know it not, or are but little fenfible of it. One
confiderable - part of the difeafe is blindnefs of
underftanding ; fo-that we may and muft, till
our eyes are opened, be ignorant of our danger.
~——We may think and fay that we are rich, and
increafed in goods, and have need of nothing:;
while we are ¢ wretched, and miferable, and blind
¢ and naked.’

2. The fame thing appears from the vifible
ftate of the world, and our «own experience.
Unbelievers are apt to hear with indifference and
negle&t, what they are told from fcripture-tefti-
mony, unlefs otherwife confirmed to them: and
it is "'with the unbeliever we have now to do.
-Befides, the eftablifhment of this truth, upon
_othgr evidence than that of fcripture, ought to
‘have a powerful influence in inducing men to
believe the other truths in feripture, that are
conneéted with and founded upon it. I think it
therefore highly proper to lay before you what
evidence we have of our loft ftate, from the ob-
fervation of the world, though the fcriptures had
_been filent. I would likewife recommend to all,
what fhall be faid on this fubjed, to preferve
your
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your faith, unfhaken, and keep you from blaf--
phemous, unbelieving thoughts, if at any time
you fhould be tempted to. them: fince, even
nnenlightened reafon confirms the foundation of
divine truth, and nature and providence con-
fpire in preaching the doékrine of divine grace.
Now, doth not our experience, as well as the
ebfervation of. others, fhew us, that we are born:
in fin, and conceived in iniquity ! May we not
fay from our own knowledge, that the imagina-
tions of the heart of man are only evil from his
youth, and that:continually ? Is there not'a prone--
nefs and tendency to: evil, univerfally to be
obferved in mankind; and a backwardnefs and-
averfion'to that which is good-? Is not this ap--
parent even in children, upon the firft: dawn of
reafon in: their- minds, and the. firft. fight of
choice- or inclination in' their hearts ? Surely it-
muft be. owned, that in that early period, they:
are at leaft. comparatively. innocent.—}. any a.
mong us is without fin, it muft be the youngeft ;-
¢ yetfollyisboundin the heart of a child.'—How"
hard is it to: guard: them from: evil; and - to in«-
fpire them: with- good . difpofitions, even by the
wifeft:and‘earlicft: care in their inftru®tion! And.
even' after the moft. fuccefsful pains, are there
not ftill many-remaining blemithes, through the
prevalence of . corrupt nature, which-fhew, that .
the’ground-work itfelf was faulty ? But, on the
contrary, how eafily do men learn that which is
-evil? Do they need to be taught? ks it noe
C3» enouglf:
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enough to give them licence ? How juftis thae
defcription in Jeremiah! ¢ They are wife to do
¢ evil, but to dogood they have no knowledge.’
I am far from denying, that men are improved
and forwarded in fin, by inftruttion and ex-
ample, as well as in that which is good : but it is
plain, they are far apter fcholars in the firft than
in the laft: which plainly fhews, they are more
powerfully difpofed to it by nature. Nay, is it
~ not evident, from the univerfal experience and
teftimony of thofe who act from a'principle of
religion, that it is extremely diflicult, with all’
the care they can take, to refift the propenfity of
nature to the contrary; and that in the beft, it
often gets the fuperiority, when they are off
their guard ? Is-not this an evidence of the de-
pravity and corruption of human nature, and its
tendency to evil ? Are thofe who hate fin often
overcome by it, and fhall thofe who love it, pre-

fume to fay they are free from it? =
If any fhould afk, how I prove that that courfe
of ation to which human nature is inclined is
evil, without the afliftance of fcripture? Ian-
fwer, from reafon ; and that ‘many ways——from
its pernicious effes on focieties, -and private
perfons ; from the teftimony of the world in ge-
. meral, when others than themfelves are concern«
ed, and from the teftimony of every man’s con«
fcience, in his own cafe. Who is. there, that
does not . often feel in himfelf a powerful ten»
dency to what he .cannot but in his heart con.
demn ?
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demn? Is not his confcience, God’s vicegerent ?
and doth not natural religion, as well as the re-
ligion of Chrift, declare him corrupt ? .So that I
may fay with the Apoftle Paul, not ¢iting the
pafiage as a proof, but as an illuftration and de-
fcription of the charatter and ftate of natural
men—"° For when the Gentiles which have not
¢ the law, do by nature the things contained in
¢ the law: thefe having not the law, are a law
¢ ‘unto themfelves, which fhew the work of the
¢ law written in their hearts, their confcience al-
¢ fo bearing witnefs, and their thoughts, the
¢ mean while; accufing or elfc _excufing one.
¢ another.’

Thus there is as much light remaining with
us fince the fall, as to thew, that we are out of
the way, but not to bring us back to it again.

As a ferious confideration of the ftate of the
wicked may fhew us our natural impurity, fo it
hath been Iong ago difcavered, 'and confefled by
many of the ancient Heathens, who never heard
- of the name of Chrift, nor knew of the remedy.
Thefe, difcarning by nature the perfe@ly pure
and holy nature of God, and comparing it with
the difpofitions prevalent in man, could not re-
concile them together: but concluded, that
creature fo corrupt could not come in that con-
dition out of the hands of its Creator. This dif-
ficulty fome of them endeavoured to folve by a'
ftate of pre-exiftence, which bears fome refem-
blance to the true folution given of it in the ho-

\ - ly
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ly fcripture, viz. the apoftacy of our firft parents,
which entailed a corrupted nature upon theic
pofterity, in which the light of nature and re-
vealed truth feem almoft wholly to coincide.

It is to the fame thing that I cannot help at-

. tributing the practice that fo univerfally prevail-

ed over the Heathen world, before the coming.
of Chrift, of offering facrifices, to. appeafe the
wrath -of the deity fuppofed to be: offended.
That the cuftom of facrificing prevailed very ge-
nerally, perhaps univerfally among the' Heathen-
nations, at the greateft diftance from, and hav--
#ng no correfpondence with each other, is a cer-
tain and unqueftionable fa&t. Neither do I fee

to what caufe we can afcribe it, unlefs.to one of -

thefe two ; either an ancient tradition from the
beginning of the world, and fpread with the in-

i Rabitants’through the feveral parts of it, as they-

feparated- and peopled it, or to: the: common

~ condition of human nature, which dittated. the
- fame thing to perfons in fuch diftant places..

If the firft. of thefe fuppofitions is embraced;
which indeed I fuppofe to.be the: truth, it.ape
pears, that facrifices were appointed by.God ta
man in his fallen ftate, for the pardonof'fin, and-.
that they had reference to the great: propitiatory:
facrifice of Chrift upon the crofs.

If we prefer the laft fuppofition; it would.
feem as if the confcioufnefs of guilt had uniform--
ly prompted men in all ages and nations. to offer:
up-fome atonement for their offences. In both

wfes"': :
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<afes, it equally ferves to prove the corruption
and finfulnefs of human nature.

. Now, as what hath been faid plainly proves
the impurity of man in his natural ftate, fo his

mifery and liablenefs to punithment may alfo be .

proved, both as a natural confequence of his fin-
fulnefs, and even more plainly by itfelf. There
is not only a confiderable degree of actual mifery
in the world, but plain prefages of more to fol-
low it in the world to come, Need I take up
much time in enumerating the feveral miferies
and calamities incident to human life ? Are not
oppreflion and injury from.one another, poverty,
ficknefs, pain and death, the plain fruits of fin,
and vifiple tokens of God’s difpleafure? Man,
with fome marks of {uperiority and excellence of
nature, is even, by means of his fuperiority, his
.knowledge, and forefight of his own fufferings,
-more miferable than any other of the creatures
that is equally fubject to the firoke of death.

To the whole, I fhall only fubjoin. one con-
fideration more, which is applicable to both
parts of the argument—-I have often thought,
that the ¢ natural terror and fear with which
¢ men are poflefied, of the prefence of God, ar
¢ any remarkable token of his power, is nothing
¢ elfe but an indication of guilt, or an apprehen~
¢ fion of wrath. .

You may fee fome incidents in fcripture, from
which it is natural to conclude, that when God

- makes

-
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makes any vifible manifeftation of his glory, or
fends any of his angels or minifters from heaven
to earth, thofe who are prefent are filled with
the utmoft dread and terror.

Thus, -in the relation given of God’s appear-
ance upon Mount Sinai, it is faid, ‘*And fo ter-
¢ rible was the fight, that Mofes faid, I exceed-
¢ ingly fear and quake.” See another example
in Ifaiah :=—¢ Then faid I, Woe is me, for I am
¢ undone, becaufe I am a man of unclean lips ;
¢ for mine eyes have feen the King, the Lord
¢ of Hofts” Andin the New Teftament, in
the Apoftle John,~* And when I faw him, I
¢ fell at his feet as dead.’

And is not this always the cafe, in all ages,
that upon any remarkable appearance of an in--
habitant of the other world, or even when any
fuch thing is falfely apprehended, the inhabi-
tants of this world are filled with extraordinary
terror 7 What is this do you imagine, but con
fcioufnefs of guilt, and apprehenfion of veg-
geance?

. Innocence has no enemy, and it has nothing

to fear. We are all in much the fame cafe with

Adam, immediately after his firft tranfgreffion ;

when he heard” God’s voice in the garden, ¢ he
¢ was afraid, and fled, and hid himfelf.’—~We
read of no fuch fear poflfefling him while he re-
tained his innocence ; but as foon as he had fin-
med, he began to dread an avenging God.
: Fromy
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From all this, then, I would conclude, that
teafon accords with fcripture, in faying, that
¢ all have finned and come fhort of the glory

‘of God: that man in a natural ftate is
¢ wretched, and mnferablc, and poor, and blind,
Sand naked.. .

SERMON
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SERMON IIL

An Inducement to come to Chrift,

Rev. iii. 17.

Becaufe thou fayefly 1am rich, and increafed with
goods, and have need of nothing ; and knoweft not
that thou art wretched, and mi _/érable, and poor,
and blind, and naked.

AVING, in a former difcourfe, proved

and illuftrated this truth, that all man-

kind are by nature in a ftate of fin and mifery,

under the bondage of corruption, and liable to

" the wrath of God :—I proceed now to the fe-

cond thing propofed, which was to fhew you,

that being brought to a lively fenfe and genuine

convition of this, is the firft, and a neceflary
ftep to the faving knowledge of God in Chrift.

* On this T fhall not need to fpend much time,

as it is fo exceedingly plain, both in itfelf, and’

from what hath been already faid.~It is, how-

Cver,
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ever, neceffary to fet it clearly before you, in or-
der to lay a foundation for the improvement of
the fubject.

If the do&rine of Chrift, and of him cruci-
fied, proceeds upon the fuppofition of our finful
and miferable condition by nature, then furely it
an neither be valued, embraced, nor improved ;
and indeed, I think hardly underftood, by thofe
who know not this their natural ftate. What
Chrift hath done, and promifes to do in our be-
half, is defigned as a remedy for our diftrefled
condition 3 and therefore, till the difirefs is
known, the remedy will be fet at nought. Ifa
phyfician thould offer his care and fkill for the
recovery of a man, who efteemed himfelf in
perfet health, would he not deride the propofal,
fo long as he continued in that opinion ? If any
man thould offer a charitable fupply of clothes
and feod to one, who imagined himfelf immenfe-
ly rich, and gloried in his riches, would he not
ook upon it as the groffeft infult?

Juft fo is the gofpel treated by all fuch as fee
not their mifery. What is the fubftance of the
gofpel ? ¢ To you, O men, I call, and my voice
¢ is to the fons of men. Behold ! T preach to you
¢-Chrift crucified, a Saviour, fuited to your ne-
¢ ceffities, uble to fave to the uttermoft, all that
¢ come to God through him. He is wvell fitted
* to be a Mediator between you and your offgn-
¢ ded maker. He hath offered Limfelf up, a
¢ facrifice to the juftice of God, for your fins, by

D § the
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¢ the merit of which, you may be faved from
¢ defervgd and impending ruin. He offers him-
¢ felf as a guide, to direct your feet in the way
¢ of peace—to ftand by you in the difficulties
¢ and dangers to which you are expofed, and to
¢ give you, by his communicated ftrength, a
¢ complete victory over all your enemies.’

‘What reply doth the unconvinced finner
make to all this? Why he faith, ¢ I know
¢ nothing of this mifery you fuppofe ; wherefore
¢ then a Saviour ? I fee no fin; what neceflity
¢ then for an atonement ? I fear no wrath ;
¢ therefore will feek for no interceffor. My
¢ cyes are open, thercfore I will have no guide.
¢ I know of no enemies, and therefore will not
¢ enter into contention with a thadow, or flee
¢ avhen no man purfueth.’ -

Thefe, my brethren, are either dire?ly or
»mplicitly the thoughts of men, in a fecure and
unconvinced ftate; and while they are fo, they
can fee no form nor comelinéfs in the Saviour,
nor any beauty that they fhould defire him.

It is otherwife with the broken in fpirit. He
fees his own vilenefs and unworthinefs, and
therefore cannot lift Iis eyes' to God, but
through the atoning blood of Chrift.” He fears
the avenger of blood, and therefore flies to the
¢ city of refuge’—The meflage of the gofpel is to
him indeed glad tidings of great joy, and he
counts it a faithful faying, and ¢ worthy of all

¢ acceptation.’
The
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The juftice of this reprefentation you may fee
from what our Saviour himfelf fays, of the end
+of his coming: ¢ They that be whole need not a
¢ phyfician, but they that are fick : But go ye
and learn what that meaneth, I will have mer-
cy and not facrifice 5 for I am not come to call
the righteous, but finners to repentance.’
See alfo the terms of his invitation, ¢ Come
unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
¢ and I will give you reft.”

Appetite and knowledge of necefity is firft re-
quired, or fuppofed to the beftowing of gofpel
bleﬁings. ¢ Hol every one that thirfteth, come

¢ ye to the waters.” )

I thall only add, that we find by the inftances
recorded in fcripture, of fuch as were converted
by the preaching of the gofpel, that their converfiorn
¢ took its rife from conviction of fin—° Now
¢ when they heard this, they were pricked in
¢ their hearts, and faid unto Péter, and to the
¢ reft of the apoftles, Men and brethren, what
¢ fhall we do " See alfo the inftance of the jailor
—¢ Then he called for a light, and f{prang in,
€ and came trembling, and fell down before
¢ Paul and Silas: and brought them out, and
¢ faid, Sirs, what muft I do to be faved ¢’

Rgpentance unto life, and the return of the
finner to God, proceeds from the fame caufe in
every age. Who are the perfons who believing-

-1y apply to Chrift for the pardon of their fins,
but thofe who fee they are undone without him ?
D2 . ‘Who

~
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'Who are the perfons in whofe eyes he is moft
precious, and who maintain the moft habitualk
dependence upon him ? Are they not thofe wha
have been moft effe¢tually humbled, and fee their
own infufficiency for any thing that is good?

From all thisI conclude, that none can come
to Chrift by faith, but thofe who- {fee themfelves
to be ¢ wretched, and mifcrable, and blind, and
¢ naked.’

Let us now make fome improvement of what
hath been faid upon this fubject for your inftruc-
tion and direction.

1. I would improve what has been faid on
this fubject, for difcovering the danger of many
among us who have never yet been brought to a
juft fenfe of their chara&ter and ftate. Even the
general belief that fuch often have in the ferip-
tures, may théew them what they have to fear. 1
might, no doubt, firft of all obferve, how very
‘guilty and miferable thofe are, who are moft no-
torious for fins of the grofleft and moft fhameful
kind. But my fubject leads me more dire@lly ta

. confider who are in general unrenewed, than to

mark the feveral degrees of guilt in particular

finners. From the text, therefore, and the il«

luftration of it, I am authorifed to declare to you,

and ¢ I befeech you to hear it with application,’
that all fuch as were never brought to a real dif-
covery and inward fenfe of their miferable con-.
dition by nature, are ftill in a ftate of wrath, and

- ftrangers to the power of religion, whatever may
. be
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be their profeflion, and: whatever may be thein
prefent peace. Oh! how eafy is it to lay afleep
a natural confcience, and to keep a deceitful cor-
Tupt heart in a flate of eafe and fecurity ? Some
formality in outward duty, fome Tmoderation in
" fin, foto fpeak, the natural decay and weaknefs
of human paffions or youthful lufts, in a charac-
ter formed by human prudence, and regulated by
health, credit or gain, is often made to fupply
the place of a heart renewed by the fpirit and
grace of God. But confider, I befeech you,
that though fome may be ten-fold more-the chil-
dren of the devil than others, yet all by nature
are the fervants of fin; and ¢ except a man be
¢ born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of
¢ God.’—It is not only fuch as are prophane or
unclean : fuch as riot in brutith fenfuality ; fuch
asare the plagues of human fociety ; who live in
brawls and contention, but all in whomean eflen--
tial change has never been wyought, that are thus -
included under condemnation..

It is ufual for men to take encouragement,
from feeing others. worfe than. themfelves; and
to confider all the threatepings in fcripture, as
levelled againft the chief and capital offenders 3
but my text is chiefly direfted to fuch as fay
they are ¢ rich, and increafed with goods.” Can
you fay then, my brethren, that you have been
brought under genuine convictions of fin ? Have
you been obliged to fall down profirate before

God, when fitting upon the throne of his holi-
. D3 ‘ " nefs
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nefs 7 Have you found the fentence of death in
yourfelves, and” difcovered no remedy but in
Chrift ? If this has never been your cafe, you
have reafon to fear, that youare yet ¢ in the gall
¢ of bitternefs, and in the bond of iniquity.’

But I muft tell you alfo, that this is matter of
feeling, more than of profeflion. It is not e-

- mough to fpeak honourably of Chrift or of his

works. Many do fo, who never felt their necef«
fity, or ferioufly and in good earneft applied to
him. It were a happy thing, if all among our
hearers, who call for evangelical preaching, who
quarrel with us when they think we do not
preach the Saviour’s crofs, the loft ftate of man,
and the do&rine of free grace, were experimen-
tally acquainted with thefe truths. Many fuch
have only been accuftomed to hear the Redeem-
er fpoken of with reverence. They may be able
to imitate the language of fome of his fervants,
thongh they know very little of that brokennefs
of {pirit which accompanies true repentance.

But left this thould be in any meafure miftak- .
en, I muft make thefe two obfervations :=The
firft is, that a lively fenfe, and deep conviction
of fin, is, properly {peaking, but a negative mark
of true religion; giving us to know, that the un-
humbled are yet impenitent.—For it is certain,
that many have been under very ftrong convic-
tions, nay, have been driven to the very borders
of defpair with terror, who yet never were ef-
fetually changed, but ftifled their convitions

' and
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and returned to their former fecurxty of heart,
and careleflnefs of life.

¢ Secondly,’ there may be fome, on the other
hand, who are truly ¢ born of God,’ in whom,
the terrors of conviction have not been very re-
markable. This happens moft frequently in the
cafe of thofe, who are called in their infancy, or
edrlier years, and who have had the advantage
of a careful and pious education. It would be
deftru&tive of the comforts of God’s children, to
lay down ¢ one method’ in which he always pro-
ceeds. He is free and fovereign in the manner
of his dealing with finners; and foftens fome
hearts by kindnefs, as well as others by correc-
tion. So that if the end be brought about, we
need be lefs folicitous about the fteps of his
procedure. ~ Yet I think humility of {pirit is in-
feparable from real religion ; and if it be lefs vi-
fible in the anguifh of repentance, it will be ftill -
manifeft in the temper of the penitent.

H. Let me now, for the improvement of this
fubjet, lay. down a few of the beft and moft
folid evidences of genuine conviftion of fin.
And,

1. Itisa good fign that conviction is genuine,
when there is a clear and deep apprehenfion of
the evil of fin, as well as the danger ofit.
‘When the mind dwells, not only on the atrocity
of particular crimes, but on the aggravation of

all ﬁn, as fuch : when the finger is truly oﬂ‘enc.la
de



44 An inducement to come to Chriff.

ded with himfelf, for departing from his maker's
fervice ; breaking his holy laws; forgetting or
defpifing his innumerable mercies ; there may be
and there is often an apprehenfion of fuffering,
when there is little fenfe of the evil of fin; but
the conviction is then. genuine, when it makes
the finner not only remember what he has done,
¢ but confefs what he has deferved.’

2. It isa good evidence, when the fenfe of
the evil of fin abides and grows, even though the
fear of wrath may in a great meafure have a-
bated.

It is obfervable, that conviction of fin ufually
takes its rife from fome grofs or heinous ats,
which firft alarm the confcience; and in fuch a
fituation, the attention of the penitent is fixed.
on nothing elfe, but the enormities of his life.
If this view continues, and produces its effels,
Jeis foon brought to fee and confefs the inherent
vanity of his heart ; the worldlinefs of his affec~
tions ; and the unprofitablenefs of his converfa-
tion. It is a very common thing, for perfons
who feem to have fome fenfe of the commiffion of
crimes, to have little or no.fenfe at all of the ne-
gle&t of duty, and of living daily to themfelves.
It was a heavy charge, however, brought by the
Prophet againft Belthazzar :— And the Ged in
¢ whofe hand thy breath is, and whofeare all thy
¢ ways, haft thou not glorified.” Wherever there
is true repentance, though there may be the great-

eft deace of mind, there will be alfo a deep-and
rowing
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srowing fenfe of the evil of fin, and the obligation
of being habitually devoted to God.

3. Itisa good evidence, when there is a con-~
tinued -and growing efteem of the neceflity and
value of the-mediation of Chrift.—It was to fave
finners that he came. A fenfe of fin is neceflary
to our receiving him; and in proportion to its
firength, will certainly be our attachment to hims
‘This indeed is-the great and vital principle of the

- fpiritual life~* I am crucified with Chrift, ne-
¢ verthelefs I live, yet not I, but Chrift liveth in
¢ me: and the life which I now live in the fleth
¢ Ilive by the faith of the Son of God; who
¢ loved me, and gave himfelf to die for me.’

4. The beftand fureft mark of real conviction
of fin, is, if it leaves you poflefled in a deep ha-
tred and abhorrence of it, and 3 daily folicitude
to fly from it. Some may counterfeit a fenfe of
theevil of fin, to their own hearts; may have a
real fear of its bitter confequences ; and even a
prefumptuous reliance on Chrift for pardon; and
yet may in fome inftances adhere to the pradtice
of it. ' -

Floods of tears from fuch a perfon avail no-
thing ; but he hath certainly truly forrowed for
fin, who in his pradtice forfakes it :—that is to
fay, he is not willingly fubjet to any known fin,
but fays with Elihu, ¢ That which I fee not teach
¢ thou me. If I'have done iniquity, I will do no
¢ more.

1L
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I Let mebefeech all ferious - perfons to im-~
prove this fubject for thetrial of their ftate. Exa-
mine, by the principles above laid down, the
reality and the progrefs of religion in your foulse
Have you a growing fenfe of theevil of fin, and
of your own unworthinefs ?—This is at once an
eviicnce, and a mean of growth in grace. He
that thinks leaft of himfelf, is higheft in God’s
account ; and the more a believer increafes in ho-
lire’s and real worth, the more he increafes in
humility. As it is an evidence, it is alfo a mean
of further improvement; forhe that hath the
deepeft fenfe of his unworthinefs and weaknefs,
will certainly live moft by faith, in the merit and
grace of his Redecmer.

Therefore, Chriftians, try yourfelves by this
important fign : Whether do you, by religious
duties, build yourfelves up on felf-righteoufnefs,
or do you enly learn by them, how far you fall
fhort of what is incumbent on you? What in-
numerable evils compafs you about; and there-
fore, how much have you need of mercy initead
of reward ? Do you look upon the works of righ~
teoufnefs which‘you have done, as fomething, by
which you merit at the hand of God; or do you
look upan them as the evidence of his own work,
inyou, and for you, and give him the glory, to
whom itis due?

IV. I fhall now conclude ‘the whole, with a
- N
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few directions for producing and preferving this
profitable fenfe and convition of fin.  And,

1. Let-me beg of every hearer the ferious con-
fideration of himfelf and his ways. Many have
no fenfe of their finfulneéfs, becaufe they have no
knowledge of themfelvesat all; but go through
the world, in uninterrupted thoughtleflnefs and
unconcern. Is there any thing of greater mo+
ment than the ftate of your minds, and your
hope towards God ? Inattention is perhaps a
more univerfal caufe of impiety, than high-hans
ded and obftinate prefanity. Would you but
ferioufly confider your ways, and lay to heart the
things that belong to your peace, I would count
it a hopeful circumftance ; and expeé you would
fpeedily fee your danger, and God in his mercy
would lead you to the cure.

2. Give yourfelves much to reading and hear-
ing the word of God. The entrance of his
word giveth light —It is profitable for dotrine,
for reproof, and correttion; but it is particular~
ly neceflary for convition ; for by the law is the
knowledge of fin. What wonder, if thofe whe
never open a Bible, and feldom enter into the
houfe of God, fhould be ignorant of their guilt
and mifery! The word of God fhews his right
in you, pleads his caufe, and challenges your apof-
tacy. It is exceedingly rare that thofe who have
fairly turned- their backs upon God’s inftituted
worﬂup, are difturbed in their fecurity; but are

fuffered



*8 An inducement to come to Chriff.

fuffered to fleep on, till they fleep the fleep of
death. But it frequently happens, that thofe
who attend ordinances, even from no higher prin-
ciple than curiofity, cuftom or form, find, that
the word of God is ‘a fire and hammer’ that

‘breaketh the rock in pieces; ¢that it is quick

¢ and powerful, fharper than any two-edged
¢ fword, piercing, even to the dividing afunder of
¢ foul and fpirit, joints and marrow, and is a
¢ difcerner of the thoughts and intents of the
¢ heart.’ :

3. In the laft place, let me befeech you often
to feat yourfelves in the immediate prefence of
God, or rather, frequently to recollect, that you
can no where go from his Spirit, or fly from his
prefence. There is, if I may fpeak fo, a light and
glory in the prefence of God, that difcerns
and difclofes the works of darknefs. We may
often excufe or palliate our conductto men, and
even hide its deformity fromour own view, when
we could not juftify it to ourfelves, if we reflec- .
ted, that ¢ it is open and manifeft in the fight of
¢ God.’—If, therefore, there is any thing in your
practice; which you are inclined to palliate and
apt to excufe,—fuppofe you were ftanding at the
Judgment-feat of Chrift, where all of us fhall
fhortly be ; and think, whether your excufes will
then ftand the teft of his impartial fearch.

If our hearts condemn us not, God is greater
than our hearts, and knoweth all things. It is
therefore the duty and intereft of every finner,

to
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k{ to take fhame and confufion of face to him- [

izt felfy and apply to the ¢ blood of fprinkling
twy ¢ which fpeaketh better thipgs than the blood of

e m——

= ¢ Abel! , ' :
et
o

|

f l i
i SERMON ;‘
g . s
W
1
;
N ' !
&
g
: 4
d ‘ A
¢
ll
" d




- [ 50 1§

. o
1 n

SERMON IV.

‘On the Purity of The Heart,

"I Vit RSN

PROVERBS XXX. 7. 7. 9.

Two things have 1 required of thee, deny me them
not before I die : Remove far from me vanity and
lies give me neither poverty nor riches 5 feed me
with food convenient for me; It I be full and

" deny thee, and fay, who is the Lord? Or left I
be poor and flealy and take the name :_;f my God

in vain.

. MY BRETHREN, "

UR dependent condition as creatures, and

much more our dangerous condition as
finners, expofed to daily temptation, renders
prayer a duty of the moft abfolute neceflity. You

. muft all be fenfible, how frequent and prefling
the exhortations to it are in the Holy Scriptures.
And, indeed, there cannot be a better evidence

' of
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of a right temper of mind, than an habitual dif-
pofition to the exercife of this duty.

But as prayer is a neceffary duty, we ought to
give the greater attention to the manner in which
it is performed. 'We ought to afk only for-fuclt
things as are truly fafe and ufeful. We ought alfo
to offer up our prayers with importunity, or re-
ferve, according to the nature and comparative
importance of thofe bleflings we defire to obtain.
All our wants are perfeétly known to God 3 he is
alfo the beft judge of what is fit for us, and
therefore; our petitions fhould be well weighed,
and exprefled in fuch terms, as, at the fame
time that they intimate our defires, leave much
to himfelf, as to the meafure and manner of fa-
tisfying thent: :

‘We have an' excellent examplé of this pious
and prudent condu&, in the prayer of the pro-
phet Agur, juft read in your hearing. All his
requefts are fummed up in"two general heads.
Thefe he feems to infift upon, as-abfolutely ne-
ceflary to afk, with that humble, holy confidence,
which is founded on the divine promife, that if
we afk any thing agreeable to.his will, he hear-
eth us. He feems alfo to afk them, as what
would fully fatisfy him, and be fufficient for the
comfort of the prefent life, and the happinefs of
the life to come. ¢ Two things,’ fays he, ¢ have
¢ I required of thee, deny me them not before,’
or, as it ought rather to be tranflated, ¢ until
¢ Ldie/ § .
. E2 : Thefle
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Thefe two requefts are conceived in the fol-
Yowing terms: ¢ Remove far from me vanity and
¢ lies, give me neither poverty nor riches” The
firft, viz. ¢ Remove far from me vanity and
¢ lies, evidently relates to the temper of his
mind, and the ftate of his foul. The fecond,
viz. ¢ Give me neither poverty nor riches, re-
lates to his outward condition, or circumftances
in the prefent life. There are two things in the
general ftruCture of this ‘comprehenfive prayer,
shat merit your particular attention. Firft, The
order of his requeft ; beginning with what is of
mioft importance, the temper of his mind, and
his hope towards God ; and then adding, as but
deferving the fecond place, what reiated to his
prefert accommodation.

Secondly, The conneftion of his, requefts
The choicc he makes as to his temporal condi-
tion, is in immediate and dire@ fubferviency to
his fanctification. This is plain from the argu-
ments with which' he preflcs, or the reafons
which he affigns for his fecond petition. ¢ Give
* me neither poverty nor riches, left I be full -
¢ and deny thee, and fay, who is the Lord ? Or
¢ left I be poor and fieal, and take the name of
¢ my Godin vain/’

My brethren, Iam perfuaded that this fub-
jeét can hardly be, at any time, unfeafonable to
a Chriftian affembly, as our mifplaced, exceflive,
and unreafonable ‘defires, are the greateft ene-
mies to our progrefs in holinefs, as well as to

g our
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eur comfort and peace. Perhaps, however, there
are fome circumftances that render it peculiarly
proper for this” audxtory Young perfons are
very apt to cherifh vaﬁ and boundlefs defires as
to outward thmgs H “and havmg not yet expcn-
ericed the deceitfulnefs of the world, are apt to
~ entertain exceffive and extravagant hopes. The
‘truth is, rich- and poor, young and old, may
here receive a leffon of the utmoft-moment.

Let me therefore intreat your attention, while
I endeavour to open and improve this paﬁ'age of
the Holy- Scriptures; beginning, at this time,
with the firft requeft, ¢ Remove far from me
¢ vanity and lies.’

In difcourfing on which, I will endeavour,

I. To explain the import of it, or fhew at. -
what it chiefly points, and to what it may be fup--
pofed to extend.

- IL Apply the fub]e& for your‘ mﬂ;ru&xon and'
direction. . .

I. T'am to explain the import of the prophct ]
prayer, or fhew at what it chiefly pomts, and to*
what it may - be fuppofed to extend, in the peti-
tion, ¢ Remove far from me vanity and lies.’
The word vanity; efpecially when it is joined, as
it.is frequently in Scripture, with ¢ lying, or lies,’
is of a very large and comprehentive fignification. .
The word in the original, tranflated ¢ vanity,>

: E 3. i . pro=~
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properly fignifies ¢ lightnefs* or ¢ emptinefs ;’ and
* lies fignify ¢ falfehood,’ in oppofition to ¢ truth.’

I imagine we fhall have a clear conception,
both of the meaning and force of this phrafe, if
we make the following remark : God himfeH is
the great fountain of life and exiftence: the
great I AM, as he emphatically ftyles himfelf to
Mofes ; the ¢ Original’ and the ¢ only reality,’ if
Imay fo fpeak. Al other beings have enly a
dependent and precarious exiftence; fo that the
creation itfelf, though his own work, compared
to him, is vanity. ¢ Vanity of vanities, faith the
¢ preacher, vanity of vanities, all is vanity
Therefore, in a particular manner, the word is
often ufed to denote the folly of all idolatreus
worfhip ; or the giving the refpet and honour
to any thing elfe, which is due te God alone.
¢ They have moved me to jealoufy with that
¢ which is not God, they have provoked me ta
. "¢ anger with their vanities. Are there anya-
¢ mong the vanities of the Gentiles that can eanfe

¢ fain; or can the heavens give thowers, art thew

¢ not he, O Lord our God ?
Sometimes it is uféd to denote the ¢ folly or
¢ unprofitablenefs’ of any vice, and particularly

of an il founded conceit of atrfelves, as well as

of all fraud and diffimukation, in word or altion.
So that this prayer for eur fouls, fhort as it ap-
pears to be, when confidered in its full extent,
will be found to contain a great variety of impor-
‘tant matter—Lbis I fhall cndeavour to give you

_ , 2
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a brief account of, under the following particu-
lars, '

5. We are hereby taught to pray, that we
may be preferved by divine grace, from all falfe
and erroneous principles in" religion ; fo as we
may neither be deceived by them ourfelves, nos
any way inftrumental in deceiving others. This,
by what has been faid of the ufe of the words in
Scriptum, appears to be implied in the requeft,
and it is of more moment than fome are willing
to allew. The underftanding bemg the leadmg
faculty, an error there fpreads its unhappy in-
fluence through the wkole temper and life..
‘Whereas, on the coutrary, light in the mind
produces ﬁdehty and fecurity in the copltience,
and tendernefs in the converfation. You may
obferve, that through the whole hiftory of the
Old Teftament, idolatry, or a depgrture from the
knowledge and worthip of the true God, is the
leading fin, and the fruitful fource of every other
wicioys praftice. We fometimes, indeed, feem
to fiand aftonithed at the exceflive pronenefs of
the ancjent Jews to this fin. But we need only
a listle refleChion to difcaver, that an cvil heart
of unbelief continyes the fame at bottom, and
daily preduces the liko dangerous effets. How
prone have men been in all ages to depart from
the fimplicity of the truth | In how many dif
ferent fhapes have they perverted it! One age, or
ene country, has been polluted by one error;
and mothcr by an oppofite 3 impelled by theﬂ;;.—
) 3



56 The * Purity of the Heart.

ftable and irregular fancies of men of corrupt-
minds. Inthe laft age, the great theme of the
carnal reafoner was, to attempt to expofe the
Scripture-Doétrine of God’s certain knowledge,
and precife ordination of all events; and in this,
fate and neceflity, have become the ftrong hold
of infidelity, and are embraced, or feemto be
embraced, by every enemy of true religion with-
out exception. Error, fhifting its ground, in-
deed, is but natural ; for lying vanities are in-
numerable ; but the true God is the fame ¢ yef-
¢ terday, to-day, and for ever.

At thisvery time, how abounding and pre--
valent is infidelity, calling in queftion the moft .
important and fundamental principles both of na--
tural and revealed religion! And how properly
is this defcribed, by the exprefion in the- text,
¢ vanity and lies;* for it always takes itsrife from
the pride and vanity of the human heart ! Some-
times a pride of underftanding, which afpires to
pafs judgment on things far above its reach, and
‘condemn things long before they are examined
and underftood : Sometimes alfo, from a pride of
heart, or felf-fufficiency, that is unable to endure
the humbling and mortifying view- given us in
. Scripture of our charafter and ftate.. Oh how
readily do men turn afide from the truth ! With:
what greedinefs do they drink in the flattering:
but deftrutive poifon! Need I point out to you
the fatal effe@ts of fuch principles taking place ? It
loofens the obligations to obedience, takes off

the
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the edge of the reproofs of confcxence, and thus
removing reftraints, leaves men, in the cmpha.
tical language of the Holy Scriptures, ¢ to walk in
¢ the ways of thcu' own hearts, and in the fight of
¢ their own eyes.’

But in this requeft, ¢ remove far from me vani-
¢ ty and lies, I would not have you confine your
views to the maft grofs infidelity and avowed ope
pofition to God.  Pray al{o, that you may be pre-
ferved from error, or miftake of any kind; but
efpecially- fuch as have the greateft influence on
the fubftance of religion. .

A clear apprehenfion of the*holy nature, and
righteous government of God——the infinite evil
of fin—the foundation of our peace in the blood
. of the atonement-—and the renewing of our na-
tures by the Holy Ghoft, feem to me abfolutely
neceffary to true and undefiled religion. And
they are the tryths which particularly ferve to ex~
alt the Creator, and lay the creature in the duft.
‘When, therefore, we confider how grateful to
corrupt nature everything is, that tends to fofter
pride, to create fecurity, and fet the mind at
eafe in the indulgence of fin; we muft be fen-
fible of how great importance it is, to pray for
divine du-e&xon and divine prefervation. No-
thing is more dangerous to men than confidence
and prefumption ; nothing more ufeful, in faith
and practice, than humility and felf-denial.

2. This prayer implies, a defire that we may
be preferved fromfetting our affetions on fuch

objedts
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objedts as are but vain and unfatisfying, and wiil
in the end, difappoint our expeftation. Itake
this to be not only a part, but a very important
‘part of the Prophet’s, meaning. The world is
the great fource of temptation ; the powerful and
unhappy influence of which we may daily fee; or
rather, all of us daily and fen{ibly feel. What is
it pofiefles the fancy, mifleads the judgment, in-
flames the afictions, confumes. the time, and
ruins the foul, but thefe prefent enjoyments, of
which the wifeft of men, after a full trial of
them, have left us their chara&er, ¢ vamty of
¢ vanities.’

I am fenfible that I have now entered upon a
fubje&t, whichis far from being difficult to en-
large ypon, and yet, perhaps, very difficult te
treat with propriety, or in fuch a manner as te
have the intended effet. There is nothing more
eafy than, ina bold declamatory way, to draw
pi¢tures of the vanity. of human life. It hath
been done by thoufands, when, afterall their
broken fchemes and difappointed views, they have
juft futfered fhipwreck upon the coaft of the en-
chanted land of hope. But from fuch men we
may expect to hear the language of defpair, rather
than of experience 3 and as it is too late for the
inftrudtion of the fufferers, fo it very rarely has
any effet in warning others to avoid the danger.
‘What I'would, therefore, willingly attempt is, to .
‘confider this matter in a fober fcriptural light 5 if
fo be, that it may pleafe God to carry conviction
o te:
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%o our hearts, and make it truly ufeful, both te
fpeater and hearers. - '
Let me, therefore, my brethren, point out to

- you precifely, wherein the vanity of the world
lieth. = The world, in itfelf, is the workmanthip

of God, and every thing that is done in it, is by

the ordination or permiffion of God. As fuch it

isgood, and may be ufed in fubferviency to his

honour, and our own peace. But through the

corruption of our nature, the creature -becomes

the rival and competitor of the Creator for our

hearts.—When we place our fupreme happinefs

upon it, inftead of making it a mean of leading

us to-God, thenits inherent vanity immediately

appears.—When men allow themfelves in the in-

_dulgence of vicious pleafures, how juftly may
they be called ¢ vanity and lies ! They are fmil-

ing and inviting to appearance, but how dreadful

and deftru@ive in their effets ! ¢ Whoredom and

¢ wine, and new wine taketh away the heart.?

Thofe who refufe to be confined by the ldws of

plety and fobriety, vainly think they are walking

at liberty, when they are bringing themfelves in-

to fubjeétion to the feverzft and moft inflexible of

all mafters. Read the juft and ftriking deferip-

tion, by Solomon, of the effe&ts of whoredom ;

and reflet on the innumerable calamities brought,

in every age, on perfons and fzmilies by unbridled
luft. See alfo the effe@s of intemperance and

excefs=—* Wine is a mocker, ftrong drink is rag-

M ing, and whofoever is deceived thereby is not

¢ wife
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¢ wife’ And againt ¢ The drunkard and Eht-
¢ ton fhall ¢ome to poverty. Look not upon
¢ the'wine when-i:is réd, when 4t gweth ‘its
¢ tolour ih thie tup; whesr'i thoveth itfelf uright 5
¢ at laft; it biteth like- 4 furpent, ‘atid ' fiiligeth
¢ like ot dddep? 1o oo g AINTINE RSN

Thirk' on- the umhappy: dortfequences of ' @if-

honéfty and' fraud. <% Bread:ef ideceit is foeet to
¢ # tan, but aftérwards Hisofotith fhall'be filed
¢ with gravel’—Yotl miay alfo'fee; ih ifihumer-
able 'paffages 'of Scylptue] ‘that oppreffion’ of
others, -as# is a fifi of th déepéft'dye, fo it is of-
ten remarkably oveitakery, ‘imd punithed in the
courfe of providence, even in’ the prefent life,
< Envy thoit not the oppreflor, and choofe none
¢ of his ways; for the froward is abomination to
. ¢ the Lord, but hig fecret is with the righteous.
¢ The curfe of the Lordis in the ‘houfe of the
¢ wicked, but he bléffeth the habitation of the
¢ juft? . ‘ i ‘
But there is fomething more ‘in this requeft,
than being preferved Trom' pradtifes ‘dire@ly vici-
ous; fot the fettingof our hearts upon worldly
things, and making'théii our chief portion and
- delight, is certainly fedking aftet * vanity dfid Kes?
" They are far 'From affording ‘that #appiriefs ‘and

peace which We deémand of them, and’expe&t
foom them. ¢ Alittle that a righteous man hath,-

¢ is better thaii the riches of many wicked” Can
there be any thing more comfortable to experi-
ence, than that firong expicflion, ¢ Thou pre-

_ ¢ pareft
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© parefta table for me in the prefenceof misne’
¢ enemies, thou anointeft my head with oil, my"
¢ cup runncth over.” You may alfo find in the
word of god, many warningsof the folly of thofc
who travel in the path of ambition, and put their-
truftin man. ¢ Surely men of low degree are
¢ vanity, and.men. ofhngbdegree are a lie. Put
¢ not your truft in princes, nor in the fon of man,
¢ in whom there is no help. Happy is he that
¢ hath the God of Jacob for his help, whofe
¢ hope isin the Lord his God.’ But the moft.
comprehenfive remark of all, upon this fubject,
is, that human life itfelf is fo exceedingly precari-
ous, that it muft write ¢ vanity and emptinefs’ on
every thing, the poflefion and ufe of which is
confined to the prefent ftate. ¢ Behold thou haft
¢ made my days as an hand-breadth.” What a
firiking pi€ture does our Lord draw of the vanity
of human happinefs, in that parable of the ground
of the rich man, which brought forth plentifully !
¢ And he thought within himfelf, faying, what
¢ {hall I do, becaufe I have no room where to be-
¢ ftow my fruits  And while this man is fedu~
loufly employed in making provifon for a long
and happy life, ¢ God faid unto him, thou fool,.
¢ this night fhall thy fonl be required of thee,
¢ then whofe fhall thofe things be which thou
¢ haft provided
. The whole of the preceding reprefentation
may be fummed up in this excellent féntence of
the wife man : ¢ The wicked worketh “a dgceitful-
F ¢ work
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.¢ work 5 but to him that foweth nghteouﬂy fhall
% ba afm-erewardﬁ VI R
*« Now, .my brethren, need I add,, how pranewe
-are to be led aftray, im a.greater or.lefs degree, by
fuch *vanity and es ?’=~-k do:not;infift upon the
many vi¢tims, which,:in every age, have been feen
to fall by the deftruive hand of vice.. : How ma-
vy-‘have ‘been ruined: by lut, :{ain by intempe-
rante,or beggared by difbonefty ! But  ingreat
you particularly to obferve, that when we fet our
.affeftions 'imumoderately  wpon: any earthly objet
.or enjoyment, oy when . they are not truly fanét-
fied 5 how much they difappoint our expectation
in pofleflion,and what feeges of diftrefs we pre-
pare for ourfelves by their removal.
3. This requeft, ¢ Remove far from me vanity
“ and lies,’ implies, that God would -gracioufly
preferveaus from deceiving ourfelves, and think-
ing our charater better, and our ftate fafer than
it really is. 'When we take a view of the ftate of
the world, and the condnét.of thofe who have not
yet caft offall belief of eternity, and a judgment .
10 corne, it is impoflible to account for their fecu-
rity, but- by a. great. degree of felf-deceit. We
may fay of them with the prophet Ifaiah, ¢ Hefeed-
~ < eth on afhes, a deceived heart hathiturned him a-
€. fide, that -he cannot deliver hisifoul, -nor fay,
¢ Is there not a liein my right hand ? And from'
the reprefentation given by our Saviour, it is
* plain that many fhall continue ‘in their miftake,
and only be undeceived at the laft -day. ¢ Not,
. ¢ every
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- ¢ every one. that fayeth unto me, Lord, Lords

- ¢~ 1hall enter into the Kingdom:of Heaven.” How

awfal o refleCtion this! How: dreadful a difup=
pointment -to: difcover-qur miferyonly when there
is no more hope of efcaping it} ils there:not a po-
flibility-of this beingthe wafe with .many. of -you,
my brethrens -and. .dol yowmot tremble at- the-
thought * would . not " with any, .in -geneml, to
give'way tda fpirit of:.bondages or flavith fear;.
but the beft of the childrén of God have often

. difcovered this holy:jgalovfy of themfelves. ¢ Who- -
¢ can underftand his: errors:? Cleanfe than me

¢ from fecret faultsc ;. Keep back thy: fervant alfo:
¢ from prefumptuous: fins 3. et them .net have do--
¢ minion over me, then-thall I be upright, and I

¢ fhall be innocent from the great tranfgreflion.””
And again : ¢ Search me,. O God, and know my:
¢ heart ;. try me, and know my thoughts; and.
.¢ feeif there be any wicked way in me, and lead.
¢ me in the way everlafting.’

This leads me naturally to add upen this- fub)e&
that we ought to-prayfor prefervation from felf-
deceit, as to particular branches of our charaéter:
and conduét, as well as our general ftate.—Many,.
even upont the whole, -good inen, are occafionally
and infenfibly brought, for.a. feafon; under the di-
retion of finful paffions: They may be indul-
ging themfelves without fufpicion, in what is, not-
withftanding, really provokmg to God, mjurxous
or offentive to others, and, in- the iflue, hurtful to

- their own peace. They may be making an enjoy-
. T 2 ment,.
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ment, a talent, a relation, an idol, when they
think they are keeping within the bounds of duty.
They may be indulging a finful refentment,when
they think they are promoting the glory of God.
Many an excufe for negleéting commanded duty,
from prudence or dlﬂiculty, fatisfies ourfelves,
which will not ftand in the day of trial. What
rcafon for the Prophet’s’ prayer in the fenfe juft
nomafﬁgned £ Removc far from me vanity and
¢ lies.

‘4. In the next place, this requeft implies ade-
fire to be preferved from pride and felf-conceit,
upon any fubjeét. There is not any thing that
affords a ftronger evidence of our being unacquain-
ted with ourfelves and our own fiate, than that
propenfity to pride and vanity, which is fo com-
‘mon to us all. Itis thought by many, that pride
was the fin of the angels, that caft them down to
hell. It is plain, that pride was the main mgredx-
ent in the firft fin of man. And perhaps it is
a juft and proper defcription of all fin as fuch,
that it isa dethroning of God, and fetting up felf
to be loved, honoured and ferved in his room,
This fin is by no means confined to the worft of
men, in whom it hath an abfolute dominion ; but ’
retains and difcovers an unhappy infiuence in-the
very beft.—Every thing may be the fuel of pride 3
eur perfons, our performances, our relations, our
pofleflions ; nay, fo pliable, and at the fame time
fo prepofterous is this difpofition, that men are

found fometimes proud of their very vices and
defects
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defects:. But how ill do pride and vanity fuit
fuch poer mortals as we are, who feem born but
to die !—Who, after paffing through a longer
or fhorter feries of ~weakneffes, dxfappomtments
and troubles, muﬁ at laft be laid in the filent
grave, to mouldqr in the dult. We are depen-
dent cretures, who have nothmg, and can have

'nothmg but what we reccxve from ghe upmentcd.

favour of Goci “We, are unwffe and ighorant
creatures, who know nothmg to the ‘bottom, and
therefore areNiable ta continual miftakes in our
conduct. Thofe among us, who have -the great-
cft comprehenfion of mind, and know moft; asit
ferves to fhew the comparatwe 1gnorance of the
bulk of mankind, fo it ferves to convince them-
felves how little they do know, and how little they. *
can know after all, compared with what is to them .

" umnfearchable.

But, above all, ‘weare finful® creatures, who -
have rendered ourfelves, by. our guilt, the juft ob-
jedts of divine difpleafure.. Is there any who dares-
to plead exemption from this charaéter 2 And do
pride and vanity become thofe to whom they ma-
nifefily belong ? Can any thing_ be - more foolith
than indulging fuch difpofitions? There is a very.
juft expreflion'of one-of the apocryphal writers :
¢ Pride was not made for man, nor, a high look
¢ for him that is born of a woman.” Indeed they
are fo evndcntly unfuitable .to our ftate and cir-
cumftances, that one would think we thould need .
nohlgl}cr principle than our own reafon and ob--

F3 fervation’
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fervation to keep us free from them. We do
however, need the moft earnefh and afliduous
addrefles to the throne of grace, to have all pride
and vanity removed from us.—How hateful is
pride to God! We are told, ¢ he refifteth the
¢ proud.” On the contrary, no difpofition 3 mare
amiable in his fight than hainility. - ¢ He giveth
¢ grace to the humble’” And again: ¢ To this
¢ man will I look;even to-him that is poor and
¢ of a contrite {pirit, and trembleth -at my word.
¢ For thus fayeth the high and lefty One, that
¢ inhabiteth eternity, whofe name is holy; ¥
¢ dwell in the high and holy place, with him alfo.
¢ that is of a contrite and humble fpi:it to revive
¢ the fpirit of thehamblc, and torevive the heart

¢ of the contrite ones.’

It muft, therefore, be the duty and mtcrcﬁ of,
every good man, not only to refift pride and vani-
ty, but to make it zpart of his daily fupplication
to God, that he maycﬁb&ually be delivered from

- both.
5. In the laft place, this requeﬁ implies a de-
fire to be delivered from fraud and diffimulation
" of everykind. It is one of the glorious attributes
of God, that ke isa God of truth, who will not,
and who cannot lie. He alfo requires of all his
fervants, and is delighted with truth in the inward
parts. But there feems to be fome difficulty in
this part of the fubje®, more than in the others.
Some will fay, why prayto be delivered from

fraud and diflimulation ? This might be an exhor-
' tatiqn
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tation to the finner, but-cannot be the prayer of
the penitent.. If they are fincare in their prayer:
it feems impoffible there can be any danger of
fraud. Frawd ‘implies deliberution 'and- defign,
and though i may be concealed from others upon
whomn it is exertifed, it'can never be concealed
from the! perfon inwhom it dwells,and by whom
- itis contrived. This iy the very language of fome
reaforniers, who infer from it; that though there are
manyother fins to: hich 4 man may be liable with—
out knowing rt,yewhxstm mverbe‘ the enfe wnth
diffimutation, . ¢
But, myy brethreny if 'we conﬁder how apt men
. are, upon a fudden temptation of fear or thame,
or the profpect of foine: advantage to themfelves,
to depart from ftrict veracity, ‘and even to juftify
_ to their own: minds, fome kinds and degrees of
deceptions, we thall fee the abfolute neceflity of
making this a part of:.our prayes w God. : Nay,
-perhaps may go farther and fayythdt we are as
ready to deceive ourﬁ:lvcs in thls pomt as im any
other.: N ¥ WIRE g
Upon this unléonant fu‘bje&; fhem is one cons
fideration to-which: I earneftly intreat your atten-
n. - Thoroagh. fincerityy fimplicity and truth,
upor: every fubje®, have, in.the world, fo muck -
the appeuratce:of weakitefs yand: o the contrary,
being able td manage andiover-reach others, hag
fo mueli the appearance of fuperior wifdom, that
men are very liable to temptation from this quar-
ter. Itis to be Jamented that our language itfelg
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if I may fo fpeak, has received a criminal taint ;-
for in common difcourfe, the expreflion, -¢ a plain
¢ well meaning-man,’. is always apprehended to
imply, together with fincerity, fome degree of
weaknefs ; although, indeed, it is a character of
all others the moft noble, In recommendation
of this charaéter, let me obferve, that in this, as
in all the particulars mentioned . above, ¢ the
¢ wicked worketh adeceitful work ; but he that
¢ walketh uprightly walketh furely’ Suppofing
aman to have. the prudence and, difcretion not
to fpeak without neceffity; I affirm there is na
end which a good man ought to aim at, which-
may not be more certainly, fafely, and fpeedily.

- obtained by the firi&teft and moft inviolable fin-

cerity, than by. any aéts of diffimulation what--
ever.

But after all, what- fignify any ends of prefent:
conveniency, which diflimulation may pretend to
anfwer, compared to the: favour of God, which is
forfeited by it ? Hear what the Pfalmift fays:
¢ Who fhall abide in thy tabernacle, who fhall
¢ dwell in thy. holy hill? He. that walketh up--
¢ rightly and worketh righteoufnefs, and fpeak=-
¢ eth the truth in his heart.’—Let. us,. therefore,:
add this to the other views of the Prophet’s-

- comprehenfive prayer, ¢ Remove far from me va--

¢ nity and lies.” .
For the improvement of this part of tb;efub—» A

jeét obferve,
1.. You may learn from xt how . to attam, not.
only:
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only a juftnefs and propriety, buta readinefs and
“fulnefs in the duty of prayer. "

Nothing i¢' 2 greater hindrance, either to the
fervency of our affections, or the force of our ex-
prcfﬁons in prayer, than’ when'the object of our
* defires is confufed and general. + But when we
perceive clearTy what it is that'is rieedful to us,
and howmuch we do need  it; this gives us, in-
- deed, the fpirit of fuppﬁcﬁtmn “Pertaps it is -

N

more neceﬂ'arv to ‘attend'to” this' circumftance, in
what we afk for our fouls, than’ for our bodies.
When we want any 'thing that relates”to prefent
conveniency, it is clearly undérftond, becaufe it is
fenfibly felt.—There is no difficulty in crying
for deliverance from poverty,” ficknefs; reproach,
or any other ‘earthl'y fuffering ; nay, ‘the difficul-
ty here is not in excmng our defires, but in mo-
deratmg them ; not in producihg fervour, bat in
promoting fubmxﬁion But in what relates to
our fouls, becaufe many or moft temptations are
agreeablé to the flefh, weforefée danger lefs per-
fedtly, and even feel it lefs fenfibly; therefore, a
clofe and dehbcrate attention to our fitnation and
trials, as opcned in the preceding difcourfe, is of
thc utmoft moment, ¢ both to carry us to the

¢ throne of grace, and fo dnrec’t our {pirit when
¢ we are there.’

2. What hath been faid will ferve to excite
us to habitual watchfulnefs, and to dire¢t our dai-
ly converfation. The fame things that are the:

" fubjeéts of prayer, are alfo the objets of dili-
© gence



ro The Purity of the Heart.

gence.~Prayer and diligence ere - joined by our
Saviour, and ought never ‘to be feparated by his
people.~Prayer without watchfulnefs is not fin-
cere, and watchfulnefs without prayer will not
be fuccefsful. - The fame views of fin and duty,
of the ftrength and frequency of temptation, and .
the weaknefs of the tempted, lead equally to
both. Let me befeech you, then, to walk cir-
cumfpectly, not as fools, but as wife. Muintain
an habitual diffidence of yourfelves: Attend to
the various dangers to which you are expofel..
Watchfulnefs of itfelf will fave you from many
temptations, and will give you an inward warrant,
and humble confidence, to afk of God fupport
under, and deliverance from, fuch as it is impof-
fible to avoid.

3. In the laft place, ﬁncc every thmg compre-
hended in the petition in the text, is viewed in
the light of falfehood and deceit, fuffer me, in.
the moft earneft manner, to recommend to my
hearers, and particularly to all the yourig perfons

_ under my care, ¢ an invariable adherence to truth,
¢ and the moft undifguifed fimplicity and finceri--
¢ ty in the whole of their converfation and car-
¢ riage.” I do not know where to begin or end
in fpeaking of the excellency and beauty of fin-
cerity, or the bafenefs of falfehood. Sincerity 1s
amiable, honourable and profitable. It is the

~ moft thining part of a commendable charadter,

and the moft winning apology for any mifcarriage

or unadvifed action.” There is fcarcely any action
' R
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* in itfelf fo bad, as what isimplied in the hatden-
ed front of him.who covers the truth with a
lie : befides, it is always & fign of  long practice
in wickednefs. Any-man.may., be feduced or
furprifed into a.faulty, but.nene but the habitual
villain. can deny it it. with fteady calmnefs and
abftinacy. In this refpet, we unmhappily find

" fome who are young offenders, but old fin-
ners. . . ~ )

It, is not in religion. only, but even among
worldly men, that lying is counted the utmoft
pitch of bafenefs ; and to be called a liar, ¢ the
¢ moft unfupportable reproach.” No wonder, in-
deed, for it is the very effence of cowardice to dare
to do a thing which you have not courage to
ayow. The very worft of -finners are fenfible of
it themfelves, for they deeply refent the imputa-
tion of it ; and, if I do not miftake, have never
yet arrived at the abfurdity of defending it.
There is fcarcely any other crime, but fome are
profligate enough to boaft of it; but Ido not re-
member ever to have heard of any who made
his boaft, that he was a liar. To crown all,
lying is the moft wretched folly. Jufily does
Solomon fay, ¢ A lying tongue is but for a mo-
¢ ment.’ It is eafily difcovered. Truth isa firm
confiftent thing, every part of which agrees with,
and ftrongly fupports another. But lies are not

- only repugnant to truth, but repugnant to each
other ; and commonly the means, like a treacher-
ous thief, of the detettion of the whole. Let me,

- therefore
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therefore, once more recommend to every ome
of you, the noble charafter of fincerity.—FEn-
deavewr to-eftablith ‘yeur cesdit. i this sefpect fo
entirely, that every word you fpeak may be be-
yond the imputation of deceit; fo that enemies
may themfelves be fenfibié, that though you
thould abufe them, you will never deceive them.

SERMON



SERMON V.

Seeklng a Comﬁeteucy in the Wifdom of"

ovidence.

Prov. xxx. 8.

Give me neither poverty, mor richess feed me awith
Jfood convenient for me.

Proceep now to confider the fecond branch

of the Prophet’s prayer, which regards his out-
ward condition, or circumftances in the prefent -
world.  On this fubje he exprefles himfelf thus :
¢ Give me neither poverty nor riches,’

Do not think, my brethren, that this is a fub-
ject of little importance, or that it is unconneced
with the fpiritual life.. On the contrary, there
are few things of more moment, than to have
our defires of temporal bleflings limited and di-

rected in a proper manner. Not only is worldly
) - mind-
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mindednefs the everlaﬁmg ruin of thofe who are
entirely under its dominion, but even good men
are liable to many temptations from the fame
quarter. They may hurt their own peace, give
offence to others,. or leflen their ufefulnefs by a
finful excefs in their attachment to the world, or
by a criminal neglxgence in not giving a prudent
and proper attention to it. Be not furpn{'ed that
I bave mentioned the laft of thefe as well as the
firft, for the Prophet prays for deliverance from
the temptation arifing from both extremes. Idle-
nefs and floth are as contrary to true religion, as
cither avarice or ambition ; and the habit, when
once taken, is perhaps more difficult to remove.

In order-to treat this fubjet with the greater
diftinéinefs, I fhall, firft, thew you what we may
earn in general from this prayer ; fecondly, ex-
plain the pamcular obje& of the Prophet’s 'de-
. fire; and, in the laft place, make applications
of what may be faid, by recommending it to
your choice.

I In the firft place, then, we may learn in
general from this requeft, that it is lawful to pray -
for temporal bleffings. It is not unworthy of a
Chriftian, whofe converfation is in heaven, to
afk of God what is neceffary to his fupport and
preferVatton in the prefent life. If I were to
mention all the examples of this in feripture, I
fhould tranfcribe a great part of the Bible.
Thothh inferior in ‘their nature and value to

. fpmtual
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fpiritual blcﬂ'mgs, they are neceflary in their
place; and it'is upon -this footmi they are ex-
prefsly put by our Saviour. * our heavenly
¢ Father knoweth that ye have need of thefe
* things.” They are needful to the prolonging
of our natural life till we finith our work, and
are fitted for our reward. Therefore, though
miracles are 2 kind of fuﬁwenﬁon of the laws-of
nature, and thf’ ordmary courfe of providence ;
yet we find God fometimes working a miracle to
fupply the wants of his fervants. It had been no -
more difficult for God to have kept Elijah from
hungering, than to have made the eaglcs fetch
him provifion ; or to have made, as in another
cafe, a barrel of meal, or a cruife of oil, the laft-
ing and fufficient fupport of a whole family.
But le choofes rather to fupply the wants of his
people, than caufe them to ceafe, that he may
keep their dependence conftantly in their view,
and that a fenfe of their neceffities may oblige
them to have contmual recourfe to hun for re-
Licf. '

Again, we may here learn, that God is the
real and proper giver of every temporal, as well
as of every fpiritual blefling. A fentiment this,
of the utmoft confequence, to be engraven upon
the heart. 'We have here an inftance out of
many, in which truths known and confefled by
all, havé noththftandma little hold upon the
mind. How few are truly fenfible of their con-
tinual obligations to the God of life ? Confider, °

G2 I
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{ befeech you, that whatever you poflefs of any
kind, itis the gift of God. He holdeth your
zoul in life, and guards you by his providence in
vour going out and your coming in. He covereth
veur table and filleth your cup. Have you,
Sches ? It' is by the bleffing of the God of.
heaveti.—* "The blefling of the Lord,’ faith the
Tfalmift, ¢ it maketh rich. But thou fhalt re- N
¢ mcmbc.‘ the Lord thy God, for it is he that
* giveth'thee power to get wealth” Have you

credit and reputation ! It is God that hideth you

irom the ftripes of tongues. . ¢ Thou fhalt be

¢ hid from the fcourge of the tongue, neither

¢ fhalt theu be afraid of deftrudtion when it

¢ cometh.” Have you friends ? it is he that giveth

vou favour in their fight. Have you talents and

parts? It is the ¢ infpiration of the Almighty®

that givcth thee underftanding.

I1. Let us now explain the particular tenor of
this petition, and point out the object of the Pro-
phet’s defire: ¢ Give me neither poverty nor
¢ riches.” It is plain we are not to fuppofe the
Prophet, in.any degree, refufing fubmiffion to
the will of God, by his thus making choice of a
particular fate of life.—Doubtlefs he refolved to
Be at God’s difpofal, and believed that he was

able to fan&tify to him a flute of the 'lughcft prof-
perity; or of the deepeft adverfity. It was no dif-
rraft in God, but felf-denial and diffidence of
his own ﬁrengzh that fugg geftcd this prayer.

Therefore,

;)u-ﬁ.‘
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’Pherefore, in adjuﬁmg his deﬁres and expelati-
ons, he pitches upan that ftate that appeared to
him liablé to-the feweft fnares. Thus our blef-
fed Saviour, though it is his will that we thould
fear no enemy when going out in divine firength,.
yet maches us to pray, ‘Lcad us$ not ipto tempta-
(1 'loﬂ N . Y
Poverty and nches }are hcre mentaoned as the
two extremes; in nexther of whlch we fthould
with ta be placed, but in 2 fafer middle between
the two, fo a5, if it pleafe God, we say. peither:
be urged by prefling neceflity, nor overloaded-
with fuch abundance, as we may be in danger of
abufing.

But perhaps fome will fay, Where is the mid-
dle? How fhall we be able to determine what:
we eught to defire, fince there is fo immenfea
diftance, and fo many intermediate degrees, be~
tween the extremity of want and the cmmtld's
treafures of the wealthy *

But, my, bretliren, if we do- not hearken tothe
illufive calls of ambition, avarice and luf, it is by
no meass difficult to ‘apprehend: the meaning of
the Prophet, and apply it 'to. perfous of every
rank. Regard no doubt, is to-be had to the ya+.
rious frations in which God hath thought fit to-
place us.. 'Fhis difference of ftation requires fisp-
plies of the conveniences. of life, fuited to the.
part. we are bound to a& That manuer of kife. -
which would be decent and liberal in one ftation,
would be reckoned mean and fordid in. another..

: G 3 Therefore
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"Therefore what' would be plenty and fulnefs to
perfons in inferior ftationsy would: be *extreme
poverty. to perfons placed 'and called: to. a:in
higher and more exalted fpheres: | But' afteriwe
have taken in the' confideration of every differ-
ence that may happen on this {core, there is fome-
thing in the prayer:that belongs in' commion' to
perfons.of all ftationts’; namelyy, that we thowld be
modeft in ‘our-defires after temporal good things,
and take care not'toafk onlyto gratify a fenfual
inclination, but for what is really neceflary or ufe-
fulto us. +The Jaft isizveafonableand allowable,
the other is unreafonable: :and: juftly condemned
by the Apoftle James. * Ye alk and receive not

¢ becaufe yo afk armfs, that yﬁ :may confume it

¢ upon your lufts.” '

But the firft part of ‘this rcqueft is explained:
by ‘the: laft, contained in the words, ¢ feed me
¢ with food convenient for me.’ That we may
be able to enter into the true fpirit of  this petiti~
on, I 'fhall juft compare it with fome other. ferips
tural forms of prayeron the fame fubje@, and
then endeavour. to :point out what I take to be

. the chief inftruction intended ‘to be convcyéd to
ws'byit.. = .~ ’

As tothe fcrlpmre forms of prayerfor temporal'
provifion, the precedence is* undoubtedly due to-
that excellent form left us by our Sawiour, in
which we find ‘this petition, ¢ Give us this day-
¢ our daily bread.” - You'may next attend 'to the-

prayer put up by Jacob in ancient times ¢ ¢ And:
. Iacob

-




in the-Wifdom of Providence. 79

}aoobrvoweda vow, faying, If God will be with
- mey and vl keep maan this-way-that 1 goy and
will givelmi bread: té eaty and raiment: to put
on, fo thait 1 ceme ! agdin:ito-: my father’s ‘houfe
itr peaceythen fhall-the Eord-be my God.” It
" is more;than! probable, thet rthe;:Apofile Paul al-
ludes to-Jacob’s expreflion,  in his: excellent -ad-
vice: bo-all Chriftiansi- -But-Godlinefs with con-
¢ - tentimént is. greatrgain; for- we broughe mothing
¢- into this world, snd-it is  certain we. can carry
¢ nothing out 2 and hzving -food and raiment, let
¢ us be 'therewith: content. But they that .will
¢ be rich, . fall'into temptatiotrand a’ fhare; and
¢ into many foolith and hurtful lufts; which
¢ drown ‘men ‘in defiriction-and:’ perdition jr—
¢ for the love of meney is the oot of alt -evil,
¢ which, while fome coveted after, -they have er=
¢ red from the faith, -and pwrced themfel\ es.
¢ through with many forrows.>
It is obvious to remark, that all thefe pra)ers
and this dpofolic counfel rup in the fathe fitain..
They all begin.and are founded upon a regard to-
God; and a mind- rightly difpofed .towards him-;
¢ If the Lord,” fays ‘}Jicob; ¢ will be with me.—
¢ Removey’ fays Agur in my text, ¢ far from
¢ me vanity 'and lies.” .Qur Saviour begins his
prayer with petitions for the glory of -God, ‘with .
which the:happineﬁs of our fouls is infeparably
conneéted 3 and: the' Apoftle maintains godlinefs
asthe great fourcc ‘of contentment with our por-
tion -in thlshfe

ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ
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‘We may further obferve, that there is the fame
method obferved in all thefe .prayers.. The ex-
preflions vary a little, but the requeft is the fame.
Jacob wifhes for the divine protection, with food
to eat, and raiment to put on. Apur for food
convenient for him ; and in the Lord’s prayer,
we afk forour daily bread. There is no fpecifying
of any particulars,~-no mention made of this or
the other quantity of provifien,. Their defires
are fummed up in this general requeft, and the
quantity and quality wholly referred to the good
pleafure of God. Itis certain that God hath
fometimes granted to his own people riches in
great abundance; and, at the fame time, las gi-
ven his blefling to enjoy them, and honoured the
pofeffors, by enabling them to glorify him in the
nfe and application of them. Bat the diret de-
fire of riches, I do nat think, hath any warrant
from precept or example in his word ;. and when
they are beftowed as a blefling, and not as a curfe,
it is. conymonly on thofe who by their fuperior
concern about the better part, fhew that they
will put them to their proper ufe, as in the cafe of
Solomon recorded in the firt book of Kings.
- ¢ In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a.
¢ dream by night ; and God faid, Afk -what E
¢ fhall give thee ¥ And he faidy ¢ Give thy fer-
¢ vant an underftanding heart. And the fpeech
¢ pledfed the Lord, that Solomon had-afked this
¢ thing. And God faid, Becaude thou haft atked:
¥ this thing, and haft not afked for thyfelf long

“ life
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¢ life, rieither haft afked riches for thyfelf, nor
. ¢ haft atked:the life of thine enemies, but haft

¢ afked for ‘thyfelf underltanding, to difcern
¢ judgment.: -Behold, L have done according to
¢ thy words: Lo ! I have given thee a wife and

¢ an-underftanding heart, fo that there was none

¢ like thee before tliee, neither after thee {hall any '

¢ arife like unto thee.. And Fhave alfo-given thee
¢ that which thou haft not afked both riches
¢ and hopour.”. . . -

Now this 1 take to be thc main mﬁru&‘on in-
tended to be, given us with refpd& to our prayers
for temporal mercigs, that!we thould not pretend -~
to fet bounds to God; but leave the meafure of
them to his determination: -

For further explaining this truth, and at the -
fame time, recommending it to your regard, be
pleafed to attend to the following obfervations.

1. Confider that God, infinitely wife, as well as
gracious, is. certainly the beft judge of what is
moft fit and convenient forus. Weknow fo little
of ourfelves, that we -really- know not how we
thould behave, if placed in. particular  circumftan-
ces, until we are tried. ‘The world has actually
feen many examples-of - thofe:who were loud in
theiraccufations of ' others, behaving worfe when .
placed in thé fame fictions. . And, indeed, I
fhould naturally expc& thatan impatient, envious,
difebedient fubjeét would, if raifed to power, be
a cruel, mfolent, unjuft. opprcﬁ'dr, that a petu-

. lant
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lant, peevifh, obftinate fervant would make a ca-
pricious, fevere, unreafonable mafter.

- If we were to carve ont our own lot, and to
have all our own defires gratified, there is great
reafon to prefume we would throw ourfelves in-
to the moft difagreable circumftances with re-
gard to our fouls, and Probably counfult but ill for
our peace and comfort in this world.

Let me put a few queftions to every one that fe-
cretlymurmursat his ftate. Are you fure,that ifyou
were advanced toa place of power and truft, you
would be able to carry yourfelf with prudence,
refolution and integrity ? Are you fure, that if
you were fupplied with riches in great abundance,
you would not allow youritives to wallow in
pleafure, or to fwell in pride? Are you fure,
that if you were raifed to high rank, furrounded by
flatterers, and worfhipped by fervants, you would,
i_n/ that ftanding, behave with humility and con-
defcenfion; or, that preffed on all hands by bu-
finefs, company, or amufements, ydu would ftill
¢ religioufly fave your time for converfe with
€ God?

Alife of pxety in an exalted ftation, is a conti-
nual conflitt with the. firongeft oppofition.
What fays experience upon this fubject? Solo~
mon did not wholly, andto the end, refift the
temptation of rlchcs and dommxon In the whole
compafs of hiftory, facred and profme, I do not.
vemember any example of aman’s behaving bet-

ter in point of morals, in a profperous than in
an
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an afflited ftate, excepting one that hath this ap-
pearance, viz. Cicero, the Roman orator. His
conduét in profperity was full of dignity, and
feemed wholly dire@ted to ‘the public good;
whereas in adverfity, it was to the laft degree
meéan-and abje&t.»—But probably the reafon of
this was, that pride, or rather vanity, was his ru-
ling paffion, and the great motive to his ifluftri-
ous altions 3 and when “he fell into adverfity, this
difpofition had no fcope for its exercife.

Chriftians, the Lord knoweth our frame, and
is well acquainted with what we are able to bear,
and confequently what ftate of life will be upon
the whole moft conventent for us. It is, there-
tore, our iftereft, as well as duty, to refer our-
felves entirely to him, and leave him to chufe for
us. This is not only the doftrine of Scripture,
but fo agreable to reafon and good fenfe, that it
has been acknowledged by feveral of the Heath-
en philofophers, who have exprefled themfelves
in tefms perfectly fimilar to thofe of the infpired
writings. The prayer which Socrates taught
his pupil Alcibiades, is very remarkable; that he
fhould befeech the Supreme God to give him
what was good for him, though he fhould not
atk it, and to withhold from him whatever would
be hurtful, though he fhould be fo foolith as to
pray for it.

2. As God is certainly the beft judge of what
is good for us, fo refignation to him is 2 moft ac-
ceptable expreiﬁon, both of our worfhip and o-

, bedience.
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bedience. Single duties are particular afts; re-
fignation is the very habit of obedience. The
wifdom and goodnefs of God are acknowledged
in the moft authentic manner, when his holy and
fovereign Providence is humbly fubmitted to, and
'cordlally approved. Every impatient complamt
is an impeachment of Providence ; every irregu-
lar defire is an a& of rebellion againft God.
Therefore a fubmiffive temper muft ‘be highly
pleafing to God, and is the way to glorify him in
‘the moft unexceptionable' manner. The rather
indeed, as it is impoffible to attain this temper,
.but by imcercly laying hold of the covenant of
peace, which is ordered in all things and fure.
This teaches us the grounds of fubmiffion. This
procuresforus the grace of fubmiffion. This ftains
the pride of all human glory. This changes the
nature of our poffeffions to us, and us to them.
This fpiritualizes a worldly mind, and makes us
know, in our own experience, that all the paths
‘of the Lord to his own people are mercy and
peace. ,

3- Such a temper of mind will greatly contri-
.bute to our own inward peace. It will be an ef-
fe€tual prefervative from all unrighteous courfes
~and unlawful or even difhonourable means of in-
creafing our worldly fubftance, and confequent-
ly fave us from the troubles or dangers to which
men expofe themfelves by fuch practices. It will
preferve us from perplexing anxiety, and many
. uneafy fears forfutunty It will bring us the near
and
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and furg, way to the greatcﬁ of all earthly blcf-
fings,—a contentea ‘mind.

Such will be the fiveet and de11ghtful ‘effelts of
depending upon God, “and leaving it to him to
farnith our fuplies a¢ he {ees moft convenient for
us.  Whoever ' can’ pray with the Prophet,
¢ Give me neither povcrty nornches,feed me with
¢ food convenient for me,’ maybe fully affured
that his defire fhall be gratified, a$ lt is perfectly
agreeable to the willof God. ’

I conclude with reading to you eur Saviour’s
exhortation on this fubje@. ¢ Therefore, I fay
* unto you, take no thought for your life, what

¢ ye fhall eat, or- what ye fhall drink ; nor yet
¢ for your body, what ye fhall put on. Is not

¢ the life more than meat, and the Body than rai-
¢ ment ? Behold the fowls of the air; for they
¢ fow not, neither do they reap, nor gather inta
¢ barns ; yet your heavenly Fatherieedeth them. '
* Are not ye much better than they? But feck

¢ ye firft the kingdom of God, and his righteouf
¢ nefs, and all thefc things fball be added unto

¢ you.

N L
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SERMON VL

. S
~+ The Danger of,Profperim

Prov. xxx. 9.

L1 be full and deny thee, and fay, awkois the
Lord ? Or, leff 1 be po r and fleal, and take the

name (_:f my God in wain.

ProcEED now to confider the arguments by
which the Prophct enforces his wife and
well-conceived prayer.” Thefe, in conne&ion

with the two branches of the prayer, ftand thus:
¢ Give me not riches, left I be full and deny
¢ thee, and fay, who is the Lord ? And give me
¢ not poverty, left I be poor, and fteal, and take
¢ the name of my God in vain’ If Agur’s
prayer. is conceived in the moft modeft and
humble terms, the reafons with which he fup-
ports it are every way becoming a truly wife and
good man. You fee in them a prevailing cop--
cern for the honour and glory of God, and his
‘ own
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own prefervation in the paths of piety and virtue:
You fee in them a humble fenfe of his own
~weaknefs, and the danger of temptation; he,
therefore, defires to be placed in fucha ftate of
life as will expofe. him, to the feweft trials. An
excellent difpofition this, and highly worthy of
our imitation. How happy would it be for us
all, if a defire to pleafe God and preferve our ip--
tegrity, lay alwidys nearcft our hearts, and had a
conftant and commanding influence on every
ftep we took in our Joumcy through life !

Neither riches nor povcrty are bad in them-
felves. Neither of them is any recommendation-
" or hindrance to the favour,of God, who is no
refpefter-of perfons. There are good and bad
in all ranks. Men may be rich, and yet pious;
or poor, yet {tritly juft and honeft. Itis, I con-
fefs, often done, yet it is highly “criminal to look
upon all that are rich in this world as profane ;.
and it would be equally fo to look upon all that
are poor as deftitute of integrity. Yet it is un-
deniable, that, from the corruption: of the hu-
man heart, thefe two extremes do often become
- ftrong temptations to the particular fins mention-
ed in the text; which we fhall now confider-
feparately, in the order in which they lie in the"

paffage before us.
¢ Give me not riches, left I be full and deny:
¢ thee, and fay, who is the Lord ¥’
As to the fa&, that riches do often lead to-
profanity and contempt of God, experience, and
H2 the -
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the ftate of the world, prove it in a manner toa
plain to be denied. 'We not only fee that thofe,
who- are bori and educated from their infancy
in the higher ranks of life, are moft prone to
riegle€t the duties of religion ; but thofe who,
from a low or mean condition, are remarkably
raifed in the courfe of ptovidence, do often
change their témper with their ftate, and fhow
the unhappy influence of riches in leading them
to a forgetfulnefs of God. Are there not fome
who were regularly in God’s houfe when they
but barely fubfifted, who have not time for it
now, when they are bufy, and wealthy * Are
there not fome famities, wher¢ the worfhip of
God was conftant and regular in early life, while
they were undiftinguithed, and now it is no
more to be heard in their fumptuous palaces and
elegant apartments ? Shall I fay, that any worms
of the earth is become too confiderable to fall

down before the omnipotent Jehovah ? '
Imay add, as being of great importance in
the prefent fubje&, that fuch changes do often
take place gradually and infenfibly, very much
cotitrary to men’s own expectation fb that we
really do not know ourfélves, nor can we de-
termine beforé trial, how far we would refift or
yield to the force of temptation. *'The prophet
Elifha foretold to Hazael the eruelties he vrould
be guxlty of when raifed to an higher ftation ; to
which he replxcd with difdain and aBhotrence,
¢ What, is'thy fétvant a dog, that he fhould de
. ¢ this
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*"this great thing? And Elifha anfwered, the
¢ Lord hath fhewed me that thou fhalt be King -

¢ over Syria” The condu& of the.children of =

Ifrael in their profperity is but an emblem of the
general condué of the children of men. ¢ But
¢ Jefhurun waxed fat, and kicked. Thou.art wax-
¢ ed fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered
¢ with fatnefs : Then he forfook Gad which made
¢ him,andli ghtlyeﬁ:eemed therock of his falvation.”
~ What hath been faid -might- ‘be fufficient to .
thew the propriety of the Prophet’s prayer ; for
if fuch hath been often; or. generally, the influ-
ence of worldly greatnefs upon other men, why
thould any be fo confident as to prefume it
would be otherwife with themfelves ? But per-
haps it may afford matter of ufeful inftru&ion to
enquire a little further into the fubje&, to trace
the caufes of this_effe&t, and fhew how, and .
why riches become an inducement to irreligion
and profanenefs, for this will beft enable us to -
apply the remedy. . When I fpeak of .examining -
the caufes of this effect, I confef& that no reafon
can be given for it, but what.reflefls great dif- -
honour upon human nature in its prefe.nt ftate.
‘Were we to judge of the matter by the dictates
of found reafon, we fhould naturally expect to
find it direftly contrary.. God is the author of
every blefling which men peflefs, and his gifts
fhould lead us to gratitude and acknowledgment. .
It feems natural then to fuppofe, that thofe’ who
are moft highly favoured in the courfe of pro-
Hj vidence,
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vidence, fhould difcover the greateft fenfe of
obligation, and be ready to make every dutiful
return. One would think, that though the
poor fhould be impatient, furely the rich will be
content and thankful. Is not this reafonable ?
Had any of you beftowed many favours upon
others, would you not expeft that their grati-
- tude fhould bear fome proportion to the number
and value of benefits received ? Had any of them -
been remarkably diftinguithed from the reft,
would you not expe&t from them the moft in-
violable fidelity and attachment ? Strange, that
our condué thould be fo dire@dy oppofite in the
returns we make for the goodnefs of our Maker!
That thofe who are diftinguifhed from others by
the largeft pofieflions, and the greateft fulnefs of
all temporal mercies; fhould be the moft prone
to wickednefs of all forts; but efpecially, that
they fhould be peculiarly inclined to-forgetfulnefs
and contempt of God. Yet fo it isin truth.
But However difhonourable™it is to human na- °
ture, let us fearch mto it a little, and perhaps we
may difcover the caufe of impiety in perfons in
affluent circamhftances, and the danger the
Prophet would avoid, by attending to the fol-
Towing obfervations :

1. An eafy and affluent fortune affords the
means, not only of pampéring our bodies, but of
gratifying all our lifts and appetites. They are
as ftrong probably in perfons of inferior ftations;
but providence has rendered the gratification

: more
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more difficult, and in fome cafes impoffible.
Many work through neceflity, who would be as-
idle and flothful as any, but for the fear of want. .
Thefe will be the firft and readieft to reproach
the rich, and call them idle drones, who revel
in that abundance for which they never toiled ;
and to put to their own credit that which is
wholly owing to the reftraints under which they
are laid. Many-are generally fober, becaufe they
cannot afford the charges of intemperance, who
want nothiag but the means, to riot in the moft _
brutal fenfuality. .But to perfons of great wealth,
the obje@s of defire arealways placed in full view,
and are evidently within their reach; fo that the
femptation has uncommon force, and few are
able entirely to refift it.

-2. The indulgence of pleafure infenfibly in-
duces a habit, and leads men to place their hap-
pinefs in fuch enjoyments. Habit, you know, is
very powerful, and while the habit acquires -
frength, the power of refiftance is gradually
weakened, Thefe gratifications confume fo much
time, that there is little left to refle¢t upon God
and our relation to him. I reckon it none of the
leaft temptations te perfons of high rank, tha
not only their felf-indulgence, but the attendance
and obfequioufnefs of othersfo engrofles their
attention, and waftes their time, that they have
few opportunities of calm and fober reflection ;
or, at leaft, can eafily efcape from jt, and take

refuge in company .and amufement, Add to this,
that

v
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that a great variety of fenfible objets and enjoy=-
ments render the mind, not only lefs attentive
to things of a fpiritual nature, but indeed, lefs
able to underftand them.

3. Obferve further,. that when the better part
is thus negleted, and no care taken of the cul-.
tivation of the mind, every vice will - fpring and
fhoot up in the foul, as briars and thorns do up--
on unecultivated. ground. Sin, my brethren, is.
natural to us; it is the produce of - the foil ; if it.
is not deftroyed, it will not die ; if it is but ne-
gletted, it will thrive. Now, whenever perfons .
fall under the power of vice, they. begin firft to:-
excufe, and then to vindicate it. Thofe who -
are under. the government. of luft, foon find it
would be their intereft that there was no fuch
thing as religion and virtue. Whatever we with,
we are eafily led to believe to be true. Loofe and.
atheiftical principles then find a ready admittance,
and are fwallowed down greedily. This is a: -
thort fketch of the fteps by which people in:
affluent and eafy circumftances are often led to- -
deny God, and to fay, ¢ Who is the Almighty .

¢ that we fhould ferve him, and what profit
‘ fhould we have if we pray unto him ?—Loofe
prmcxples are, at firft, more frequently the ef- .
fect, than the caufe of " loofe practices; but.
when once they have taken deep root, and ob- .
tained full dominion in the heart, they have a -
dreadful and fatal influence on the devoted vic— .
tim.
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Bat, niy brethren, I find a ftrang inclination ,
to make another remark, though perhaps it may
be thought of too refined and abftra&t a nature.
It is,. that the danger of affluence in leading to
contempt of God, arifes from the nature of all fin
as fuch. The original and firft fin,of man was
plainly affefting independence. They defired
and expefted " to be as gods, knowing good and
evil. And ftill fin properly confifts in with-
drawing our allegiance from, and throwing off
our dependence upon Ged, and giving, as it
were, that efteem, love and fervice to ourfelves;
in one fhape or another, that is due only to him.
Now obferve, that afffuence nourifhes this mifs
take, and fuffering kills it. The more every
thing abounds with us, the more our will is fub~
mitted to, and our inclination gratified on every
fubjet; the more we look upon ourfelves as in-
dependent, and forget our obligations to God.
‘Whereas, on the other hand, difappointments
and calamities open our blind eyes, and make us
remember what we are. Was not the proud
monarch of Babylon infpired with this delufive
fenfe of independence, when he exprefled him« -
felf thus: ¢ At the end of twelve months he
¢ walked in the palace of the kingdom of Baby-
¢ lon. The King fpake and faid, Is not this
¢ great Babylon that I have built for the houfé
¢ of the kingdom, by the might of my power,’
¢ and for the honour of my Majefty ¥ But mark

the more powerful word of the King of Kings:
¢ While
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¢ While the word was in the King’s mouth,
¢ there fell a voice from heaven, faymg, O King
¢ Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is fpoken, the
¢ kingdom is departed from thee I” That this is
the proper fource of worldly greatnefs, may be
feen in the temper fuch perfons ufually acquire
and fettle in , which is pride, infolence, and
contempt of others. Nay, it appears ftill more
clearly in fome few inftances, in which the in-
toxication comes to its height, and the poor de-
luded mortal literally afpires to be confidered and
treated as God. It may feem incredible, ‘but we
have the moft authentic evidence that hiftory can
afford, that fome men have demanded and re-
ceived divine worthip. This was the cafe, not
only with Alexander the Great, who was really
an illuftrious prince, but with fome of the latter
Roman, Emperors, who. were the meaneft and
bafeft of all men. No wonder, then, that prof-
perity makes men negle&t God, when it prompts_
them to fit down upon his throne, and rob him
of the fervice of his other fubjedts.

Before I proceed to thie other part of the-
Prophet’s argument, fuffer me to make a few re-.
marks for the improvement of what has becn al--
ready faid. And,

1. See hence the great malignity and deceit-
fulnefs of fin. It hardly appears more ftrongly
from any circumftance-than that which has been
the fubjet of this difcourfe, viz. that the gifts
of God, inthe courfe of his providence, are fo
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far from exciting our gratitude, in proportion to
their number and value, that, on the contrary,
thofe who ¢ receive moft’ are ufually ¢ moft pro-
¢ fane” They make his favours inftruments of
rebellion againft him, and return contempt for
his indulgence, and hatred for his love. _

Let us not take occafion frem this to gratify
our own envy, by particular or perfonal reproach
againft thofe who are great, or have become rich -
amongft themfelves ; but let us act a far wifer and
jufter part, and be humbled for the f{infulnefs of
our nature, and warned of the deceitfulnefs of
fin. Wemay feel the feeds of this difpofition in
us all.  You find the wife man ctharging a fimilar
ingratitude upon man in general. ¢ Becaufe fen-
¢ tence againft an evil work is not executed
¢ {peedily, therefore the heart of the foris of men
¢ is fully fet in them to do evil’ And do you
not obferve every day, nay, has it not turned in-
to a proverb, that we think light of our mercies,
fpiritual and temporal, when they are common
and abundant ? And what is the true and proper
interpretation of this, but that the greater God’s
goodnefs is to us, commonly the lefs is our grati-
tude to him ?

2. Let me befeech you to make a wife im-
provement of the advantages you enjoy over one
another. Let them excite in you a holy emula-
tion to teﬂ:ify your fexfe of fuperior bleflings, by
fuperlor piety and ufefulnefs. Do you excel
others in any rcfpect? Are you fuccefsful in

trade ?
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trade:? Have you.rifen:to. repatation:?- Are you
exaited to offices of dignity? ; Ave:you. endowed
with capacity-of ‘mind: ?: Cah yau: remcinber the
time when thefe were- yauir equals whoare: now
your inferiors ?- Do pot.: look with infoleriod upon
others, making odiaus; and:parhaps anpit-come

parifohs. Do nrot: fwell in pride- and- felf-coms

placence, us if-by your ewa:power you-bad mede
yourfelyes  ta; differ,. but: rathar- look the: other

way to God, who isthz maker hoth of rich, and -

poor, and pray.that your thankfulnefs .and duty
to himmay exdeed that of the paer man, as
much as his liberality to you.exteeds what! he has
thought proper to beftew upon him. This af-

fords me an opportunity of relating a little -piece -

of private hiftory, that happened in Great Britain,
and appears to me very worthy of remembrance,
and very cenducive to the ends of edification.
A gentleman of very confiderable fortune; but’
a ﬁr;m.ger to either perfonal or family. religion,
oné eveningtook a folitary walk through a part:
of his own grounds. He happened to come near
to a mean hut, where a poor man with a nume-
rous family lived, who earned their bread by dai-
‘ly labour. . He heard a voice pretty loud and cda-
tinned.. Not knowing what. # was, curiofity
prompted him to liften. . The man, who.waspi-
. -oufly difpofed, happened to be at prayer withihais
family. So foon as he conbd diftinguifh ¢he’
words, he heard him giving thanks with great af-
feftion to God, for. the goodnefs of his Provi-
dence
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dence, in givimg them food to eat, and raiment to
pirt ori, and in fupplying them with what was fe-
ceffary and comfortable in the prefent life. - He
was immediately, no doubt, by Divine power,
firack with sftonifliment: and confufion, and feid
to himfelf, Daes this poor man;who has nothing
but the meameft fare, ‘und that purchafed by fe~
vere lebour; give thanks 16 God for his goednefs
to himfelf and family, and I, who enjoy eafe and "
honour, and every thing that is grateful and de-
firable, have hardly ever bent my knee, or made
any acknowledgment to my Maker and Prefer~
ver! It pleafed God,that this providential oc-
currence proved the mean of bringing him to a
real and lafting fenfe of God and religion.

Let all perfons in hgalth, quiet and plentiful
circumftances, learn from the preceding dilcourfe,
what it is they ought clearly to giard againft.——
Pride, fecurity, forgetfulnefs of God, arc peculi-
arly incident to that ftate. ¢ Lo this, faith_the
Lord to Jerufalem, ¢ was the iniquity of thy fif~
¢ ter Sodom, pride, fulnefs of bread, and abun-
¢ dance of idlenefswas in her, and inher daugh-
¢ ters, neither did fhe firengthen the hand of
¢ the poor and needy.’” A ferious refleCtion on
the obligation fach lie under to God for what
they have received in their continued dependence
upon him, and the inftability of all earthly things,
would fave them from the hurtful influence of
worldly profperity. To enforce this, I thallonly
read the apoftolic charge to Timothy. ¢ Charge

1 . ¢ them |
] :
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< them that are richin this world, that they be

* ¢ not high minded, nor truft in uncertain riches,
¢ but in the living God, who giveth us ajl things
¢ richly to enjoy ; that they do good, that they
¢ be rich in-good 'works, ready tp daftribute, wil-
* ling to communicate ; Maying up in ftore for
¢ themfelves a good foundation againft the time

+£ to come, that theymay lay holdron eternal life.’

' SERMON
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PROVERBS xxX. Q.

Lo I be poor and flealy and take the name of my God:
y in vain.

ProcsED now to confider the argument by
which the Prophet urges the fecond branch

of his requeft, which, in connexion, runs thus—
¢ Give me not poverty leaft I be poor and fteal.’
Having not only explained the general principle

- that runs through the whole of this fubject, but
alfo very particularly pointed out the dangers at-
tending an opulent and wealthy ftate; I fhall
endeavour to do the fame thing with refpect to a
ftate of povertyand ftraitnefs. While Iattempt
this, I am fincerely forry that there is fo much
propricty in the fubjed, and that it is fo well fuit--
I2 des



¥c0 The Danger of Adverfity.

ed to the circumftances of the inhabitants of this
place.  You fee the Prophet confiders the great
and general temptation to which  the poor are ex-
pofed to be difhonefty, by uﬁng fraudalent means
of relicving their wants, or bettefing their condi-
tion. You fte alfo, he confiders this’ temptation
in its progrefs, not only inclining them to at un-
juftly, but fometimes proceeding to the gerrlble
d-gree of concealing or fupporting the fraud by
falfehood, and perhaps at laft by perjury or falfe

“fwearing 3 ¢leaft 1be poor 2 and fteal, and take the
¢ name of my God in vain.’

Let us firft confider a little the matter of fad,
as it appears in eXperience, and then a few of its
principal caufes,

As to the firft of thefe, fhall I be afraid to af-
firm, that extreme poverty often inclines perfons

to difhonefty and fraud? Will it be thought -

harfh and fevere to thofe already fu&icxently de-
prefled? As T'would not feem to ftand in this
place and flatter the pride of the greateft, and
moft eminent of my fellow-finners, fo neither will
1 dificmble the truth from a falfe compaffion for

the poor. This would indeed be doing them the

greateft poffible injury. It ‘would be treating
them, from miftaken tenderhefs, as the rich are
often treated from the fear or partiality of thofe
who are about them; foftering their felf-deceit,
and not fuffering them to hear the meoft falutary
truths, becaufe they are not pleafing to the flefh.

: oIt

>

N
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I ,lsundoubtcdly matter of experience, that

© great PQverty. ;nal:es many. take unjuft and up-

warrantable methods. of . procuring relief. Wot
only fo, but; they feem qften difpofed to juftify
and defend them, as if they hal a title to rectify
what. they think miftakes of Providence, in the
dxfhnbuuon of worldly poffeffions. This, in the
event, . recexves great encouragemcnt from fpme
who fcﬁm to have imbibed a general falfe princi-.

* ple, and a& upon it, both in their own condudt,

and in their judgment of others. In the divifi-
on of controverfy, or dwndlng dn.fputed property,
when. one party is, or is fuppofed to be rich, and
in eafy circumftances, and the other poor, and in
a mean condition, they think, that inftead of ac--
ting according’ to ftri& juftice, the advantage
fhould always be made to fail on the poorer fide. .
This conduct is conﬁdered by fome,. not only as
lawful, but as laudable.. It is, however, a falfe:
principle, and is condemned. in Scripture, which-

“fays, ¢Neither. fhalt thou countenance a poor

¢ man in his caufe.. It may be thought; perhaps, .
that the other is the more common and dange-
rous partiality,. and probably it isfo ; yet this al-

,fo is-blameworthy, and.when followed - out, as1
_am afraid:it too- often- is, muft involve numbers
_unawares in the guilt of ftealing ; for when they
. have once laid down this rule, that the poor have

fome claim upon the rich, they are ready to apply
it.to their own cafe, and extend it very-far. But

_in.all matters of property, or right and wrong,.

o . Ij hether-

-
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- whether a petfori is rich-or poor, ought to be ut-
terly out of the qucﬁion the only thing to be
confidered is, what i¢ juft and lawful. “The rich,
are, indeed, in'point of confcience, bound to affift
the poor: but this muft be their own ad} 5 'no
perfon can take the fimalleft part of theit proper-
ty without their ‘confent, but he is guilty. of an
a& of injuftice, and violation of the Yaw of Ged.
No perfon has 4 right -to- maks them 'getierous
-and charitable againft their wills; orto exereife
“their own generofity 4nd chitity at their expence.
This muft be left to ‘the Suptem¢: Judge at the
lzﬁ day, who will fay to ther, ‘I was a ftranger
¢ and ye took me not ‘in, naked and ye clothed
* me not, fitk' and inr p'rifon dnd ye viffted me
-“ not” But what will give us the moft diftin&
view of ‘the influence of poverty as a temptation,
isthe too frequent corduét of thofe who are re-
duced ffom What was once their Rate to poverty
- ordebt, by misfortune or extravagance, or mif-
managemem of their affairs. The- tcmptatwn of
poverty is not by far 'fo great to thofe in the
‘meanef¥ ranks, of lifé, whofe income, though fmall,
'is not’ very dmfpropomonate to what hath always
been their condition, as to' thofe who arereduced
from a higher to a lower ftate. The few who, in ‘
fucha fituation, preferve their integrity inviolat-
ed, and their fincerity of fpeech unfufpelted, de-
ferve the higheft honour. Nay, I am perfaaded
that, bad as the world is, every perfon in reduced
cu'cumﬁances would meet with compaffion and.
3ﬂiﬁancc,

~ ‘ \'»
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affiftance, if all sbout him werte fenfible that he
had neither Joft his fubftance by neglect, nor waf-
ted it! by riot, -mor comcealed. it. by fraud. - But
though' we carfnot. hielp afcribing fome meafure of
what is laid to the charge of perfons in this un-
happy ftate, te the. rage :and refentment of thofe
who have fuffored - by them ; yet, alas! there is
too great xeafon to affirm, that they are too often
guilty of .prevarication- and ﬁ'aud, the fins menti-
onedin thetexti - . .

I will.dwell mlonger npon thc fa& but will
confider: a little-the reafons .of 'it, which will di-
reftly ferve to- promote the defign of this . dif-
eourfe, by excifing men to. concern and-folicitude,
as well as pointing out the proper means of avoid-
ing thetemptation. - The general reafon:of this, -
to be fure, is obvious to:every body, that perfons
in poverty, being firongly folicited by the appe-
‘tites gommeon to all ‘men, and not having of their
‘@wn wherewith to.gratify their defires, are temp-
ted to lay hold -of the property of others. They
grudge to fee that others have the enjoyments
from which-they are debwrred; and fince they
‘cannot have them in- a lawful, make bold to feize
them in an unlawful way. But this 1do not infift
.on, that I may mention one or two particalar rea-
fons, which will fuggeft fuitable exhortations to
duty. ' ' o
1. The firft 1 fhall mention, is ignorance.
This is peculiarly applicable to thole in the loweft
reks of life. Through poverty they are not fo

-~ well



104 The Danger of Adverfity.

well inftruéted, as they ought to be, in the princi-
ples of religion, and the great. rules, of duty.
‘An ignorant fiate is almoft always a fate of fecu-
rity. Their confciences are lefs tender, and they
.are lefs fenfible-of the great evil of prevarication
and fraud. Iam obliged, in fidelity, to fay, that
in the private infpeétion of my: charge, though I
have found fome inftances both of poverty and
-ficknefs borne with the ;moft - pions refignations.
there arealfo fome whofe conditign might, move
the hardeft heart, living in the mof} fordid pover--
. ty, grofsly ignorant, and, at the fame time, fo dif-
-pirited, fo flothful, or fo proud, that they will do-
little to obtain knowledge for themiclves, or come-
- municate it to their children. Many will not at--
tend upon the public means of inftruétion, becaufe
they cannot appear in fuch a- decent garb as they:
could with 5 and for the fame reafon. they keep-
- their children from them, till they contract fuch
- habits of idlenefs and. vice, that they come out in-
-to the world without principle, obftinate and un-
~traftable: L& not the duty here very plain? All
fuch fhould exert themfelves to obtain the know-
-ledge-of the things which; belong to- their peace.
~They thould neither he unwilling. ner afhamed.
to- make application for fupply; and even the-
\coarféﬁ:‘raiment thould  not hinder them from
appearing in the houfe of God. Thus they will
. find acceptance with him, if they worfhip him in
the beauty of holinefs, prcferably to thofe who are
cloathed"




5 = vy = s e,

The Danger of Adverfity. tog
cloathed in purple and fine linen, and whofe hearts
are after their tovetoufnefs:

2. Another great reafon why poverty becomes
a temptation to fraud is, that- they are introduced:
to it infenfibly, #nd led on by degrees. The fin
ftedls upon thera by little and little.  People invol-
ved . in their circumftances, tb get rid of importu~
nity and folicitation, make promifes more of what
they hope or wifhy than :of what they are-able to
do. Neceffityferves as an excufe for their failing
to their own minds, and thus they aré gradually
brought' into a breach of fincerity, and proceed
from lower to higher degrees of falfehood. Lite
tle arts of evafion are firft made uf¢ of, and doudn-
fal prattices are entered ‘upon.. One fin feems
neceffary to ftrengthen or conceal another, till at
Iaft the grofleft fraud; and fometimes perjury itfelf,
clofés the unhappy feene.. Ihave read an exeels
lent obfervation; that there is hardly fuch a thing
asa fingle fin; they are always:to be found in
chufters. I ‘am fure, this holds in a particulae
manner as to fins of injuftice. ‘They are fo inter=
woven and conneed together, that you cannot
receive any one without bting obliged to admit
the reft.  This is one great branch of the deceit-
fulnefs of fin in general; with a view to which
the apoftle fays, ¢ But exhort one -another daily,
¢ while it is called to-day, leaft any of you be har-
¢ dened through the deceitfulnefs of fin.’ :

3. T only mention’one other reafon of poverty

being a temptation to fraud, viz. that in time it
deftroys
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deftroys the fenfe of fhame. I am not ignorant,
that a fenfe of fhame, which is nothing elfe but a
fear of the cenfure of others, neither is, nor ought
to be: the maim principle ‘of 4 good man’s ations:
But as there is no other principle at all in many,
foit is a good affiftant and corroborative, when
juftly , directed :- but now through' the corrupt
maxims of the world, poverty is fo much the ob-
jectof contemptjand thofe who dre in this fiate,
meet every day with fo many marks of negle&
from all, that before their condition is.knowin,
they will do almoft any thing to conceal it, and
after it is known, they become in time fo deftitute
of fhame that they are under no further reftraint.
From this particular branch of the fubje&, let

me put you in mind,
1. What reafon many have to be thankful to
the God of life, who. hath given them their
-daily provifion, if not in all abundance of im-
menfe riches, yet-in fulnefs and fufficiency. An
humble, thankful difpofition is not only your
duty, in return for the divine bounty, but is it-
felf the richeft and fweeteft ingredient in all tem-
poral mercies. It is that, indeed, which makes
. them mercies. Envious-perfons do not tafte what
they have, their evil eye being fixed on what
they cannot .obtdin.. Things in this' refpect are
juft what they feem tobe. -Our comforts are as
we are enabled to rélith' thém.’ The fame pof-
feﬁions which are dcfpred by the impatient or
ambxtmus

L — o e
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ambmous,, arqa,, tgcq[mJ and abundancc ‘to the
humble and gratr.ﬁxl .

2. If payerty isa, tgmptatxon, 1t ought tobe an
argument to all to, ayoid jt, or feek deliverance
from it by lawfulmeans. . Apply yourfelves with
fteadinefs and perfeverance to the duties of your
<alling, that you may provide: things honeft in
the fight. of 3l men. Itis aduty of the law,
and of  the Gofpel ;. and it hath. this promife in
general annexed, to it, that ¢ the hand of the
¢ diligent maketh richs’ Read, I befeech you,
that vaft treafure of ufeful inftruction, the book
of Proverbs, where you will meet with many ex-
cellent counfels and wife obfervations upon this
fubjet. Of thefe I{hall mention at prefent but
two paflages, felefted both for the foundnefs of
the inftrudtion, and the beauty; of the illuftra-
tion. ¢ Go to the ant, thou fluggard, :confider
¢ her ways and be wife ;5 which having no guide,
© overfeer, orruler, provideth her meat in the
“ fummer, and gathereth her food in the harveft. -
¢ How long wilt;thou fleep, O fluggard ? When
¢ wilt thou arife out of thy fleep ? So’ fhall thy
¢ poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy
¢ want as an armed man.” And again: ¢ I went
¢ by the field of the flothful, and by the vine-
¢ yard of the man void of underftanding ; and lo
¢ it was al] grown over, with, thorns, and nettles
¢ had covered the,face. thereof, -and the ftone-
* wall t;hcreof was broken down.” . :

3 Areany of you poor and reduced in your
- circum-
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cifcumftances, fet 2 deuble watch upen your con.
du&, and earneftly pray that God may preferve
you from fraud and difingenvity of every kind.
Rather fuffer yourfelves to be firipped of every
thing, and apply te the charity of others, which
‘is not finful, arid ought net te be fhdmeful, than
take any dithohcft methods of hettering yout
fiate. O melancholy thought, that many when -
they become defperate in their circumftances,
become alfo defperatein their courfes, and drown
the refleftion of their confciénces in flothfulnefs
* and fenfuality ? &ncemty, integrity, petience and
fobriety in 2 ruined fortune, are doubly eminent,
at leaft, whatever they may be in the @ht of the
world, they are honourable and prec:ous in the
fight of God, and of alt good men.

Before concluding, fuffer me to make ene or
two refleftions on the fubje@® in general 5 the
feveral parts of which I have now explamed
‘And,

1. On what hath been faid on this fubjeé, I
would graft this important leffon, that you
. fhould not only ftudyte preferve yourfelves from
fin, but from-all fueh circumftances of tempta-
tion as are dangerous to human conftancy. This
“was the very ground of the prayer of the Prophet
in my text, and is-the fubftance of the reafons
he affigns for his requeft. We are taught the
fame thing in the firongeft manmer; by the
feveral inftances of human frailty, and the folly
of prefumptuous ‘confidence; recorded in Scrip-

‘ture.
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ture. ¢ Now all thefe things .happensd unto
¢ .the.m for enfamples, and they are written, for

¢ ouy admanitipn, spon whom the epds of the

¢ world.are come.. Wha'eforc let him that

thwkct.h he . ftandeth take. hged lcﬁ he £l
We.are alfataught the fame thing by him_who
kw pvhat Was in man, as he has glvcn us dl-
redigns. in the form of prayer which he taughf
his .difiples to fay, Lord. ¢ lead us not into
¢ temptation.’

Are yon really unwdlmg to do evil, you will
be concerned to keep yourfelves out of the way
of every folicitation to it. This is conftantly the
effe& of a judicious and folid piety, and thofc
who a& otherwife fhew, that they either have
no real goodnefs, or that they are very weak
Chriftians, and little acquainted either with
themfelves, or this prefent evil world.

2. You may learn how neceffary it is, that you
thould look for the Divine afliftance and direc-
tion,. taavoid the temptation of every ftate of
life. We are truly of. ourfelves unequal to the
trials with which we. are furrounded. . Not that
there. is any thing. unjuft or oppreflive in the
‘megfures .of, Providence 3 but .becaufe it feems
gaed to our Maker to oblige us to a conftant de-
pengdence. ;uppn himfelf and his promifed help.
¢ But God. is, faithful, who will not fuffer you
© ¥ ¢o bg tempted. above .that ye arc .able, but will
¥ with the temptatiop alfo.make a way to efcape,
* that ye may be able to bearit” ...

- K The
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The leaft temptation may prove too hard for
-us, if we negleét to apply for fupreme aid; but
in divine firength, we may bid defiance to the
molft formidable oppofition. This temper is well
exemplified and defcribed by the Apofile Paul to
the Corinthians. ¢ And he faid unto me, my
¢ grace is fufficient for thee, for my firength is
¢ made perfect-in weaknefs. Moft gladly, there-
¢ fore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that
¢ the power of Chrift may reft upon me. There-
¢ fore, I take pleafure in infirmities, in reproaches,
¢ in neceffities, in perfecution, in diftrefles for
¢ Chrift’s fake ; for when 1 am weak then am I
¢ ﬁrong

. From what hath been faid, you may fee
what an infeparable connetion there is between
true religion, and your employments and ftatein
this prefent world. Thcey have a mutual, ftrong,
and conftant influence upon one another. It isa
fatal, though a common error, to feparate them ;
entirely to confine religion to the times and places
-of immediate worfhip, and fuppofe that it hath
nothing to do with the maxims of trade and
commerce, or other worldly callings. On the
.contrary, your impreflions of things fpmtual and
eternal, will direct and regulate your views as to
the prefent life; and your fuccefs or misfortunes
in worldly fchemes will have a certain and vifible
effect upon your Chriftian converfation, and the
ftate of your fouls. Therefore, let them never
be fsparated in your own. views, and let them ftill

be -
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. be kept in their proper order and fubordination
Though thelight and trivial ufe, not only of the
name of God, but of fcripture-language, is both
finful and dangerous ; and though a forward of-
tentatious piety may fometimes look ' fulpicious,

- yet it were to be wifhed we had more of a grave
and habitual acknowledgement of God in all our
ways. This was the language of the Patriarchs
ofold. In one of the former difcourfes upon
this fubjec, I took notice of Jacob’s prayer, when-
he fet out for Padan-aram. Sece after the increafe
of his family, bow he expreffes himfelf in an-

. fwer to his brother Ifaac. ¢ And he lift up his
¢ eyes and faw the women and children, and
¢ faid, who are thofe with thee? And he faid,
¢ the children which God hath gracioufly given
¢ thy fervant.” See alfo the Apoftolical direc-
tion for the manner of proje&ing our future pur

‘pofes. ¢ Go to now, ye that fay to-day, or to-
¢ morrow, we will go into fuch a city, and ccn-
¢ tinue there a year, and buy and fell, and get
¢ gain.

4. In the laft place, let me befeech, in the
tendereft manner, every one of you, rich and
poor, to remember an approaching eternity. It
will not be long till the honourable and defpifed,
the wealthy and the needy, the mafter and the
fervant, fhall liedown in the duft. Lay hold of
that covenant of peace, which is ordered in all
things and fure. Hear a great and conftant truth .
¢ 'What is a man profited, though he fhould gain

K2 ¢ the
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¢ thc whole world and lofe his own foul, or
¢ what fhall a man give in exchange for his
¢ foul 7 How many a Lazarus is now in Abra-
ham’s bofom ; and how many a rich man, that
once lived delicately on earth, is at this moment
tormented in hell-fire ! The Gofpel of peace is
now prcached in your ears. Believe in the name
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and ye fhall be faved.
T cannot promifc that you fhall be rich, but ah
things neceflary are affured to you by the divine
promife ; food and raiment, fupport under trials,
firength for duty, and in the world to come,.
everlafting reft. \

L]
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SERMON VIL

Truft in God.

Isarsm. 1. 10..

Who is among you that feareth thé Lord, that obeyeth
the woice of bis fervant, that walketh in darknefs,.
and hath 1o light ? let bim truft in the name of the-
Lordy and flay upon bis God. .

T is faid of every real believer, that he walks
by faith and not by fight. If this is true, it

will follew, that his faith -muft be expofed toa
varicty of trials; while he continues in a world
of fenfe. Thefe trials arife from the ftate of his
own mind-—from his qutward condition—from
the ftate of -the werld with which he ftands con--
ne&ted, and from- thre mutual influence of all
thefe, one upon another. From this fituation
itis eafy to.fee, that' there ar¢ few duties, for-
the excrcife of which a good man will bave
K3 greaten
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greater or more frequent occafion, than- tHat of -
truft and reliance upon’ God. Truft-is the dusy
and the refuge of the needy—of the dependent
——of the weak——the timorous, and the diftrefled.
How many are includéd under one czx more of °
thefe charalters; or rather, who is it that can
fay he is altogether excluded ?
 Agreeably to.'thi}; we need but open the-
, facred volume, to perceive how frequent the ex-.
hortations_are to truft in: God, and how many -
views are given us:.cf his. power, wifdom, mercy
and faithfulnefs, to encourage us to an unfhaken.
reliance. At the fame time,-I am forry to fay,
that there are few dnties which are more imper-..
" fectly underftood by many profefling Chriftians.
Even pious perfons often:fin both on the right
kand and on' the*left; that is to fay, both -by
diffidence and' prefumption. ¥ have, therefore,
- laid hold of this oppertunity,” and” made cheice-
of this paflage of Scripture, in order to open and.
_ iltuftrate a little this important duty of a fervant
of God. How feafonable itis you will eafily
perceive, for in the facriment: of the Lord’s Sup-
per we have fet before us Chrift Jefus, the un-
fpeakable - gift of God—~the great pledge ‘éf his
love, and the great foundation of ourrelianee-up-
on him, not only for his faving mercy in general;
but for every neceflary. blefling it our way to e«
ternal reft.
- This paflage.of Scripture is alfo well fuited to
the fubject. Itwas fgoken to:-the Jewsin a lax
) \ and.

~
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and diffolute age, when many had turned their
backs upon the fervice of God—had deferted his
-erdinances, and- defpifed his fervants, which is
always an occafion both of afflition and tempta-
tion to his.ewn children. 'This appears from the
firft words of the chapter. ¢ For thus faith the
¢ Lord, where is the bill of your mother’s di-.
¢ vorcement, whom .I have put away? And
¢ which of my creditors.is it to whom I have fold
¢ you ? Behold, for your iniquities you have fold
¢ yourfelves, and. for your tranfgreflions is your
¢ mother put away’ As alfo from -the 3d and
4th- verfes:: ¢ I clothe the heavens with black-
¢ nefs, and I make fackcloth their covering. The
- ¢ Lord God- hath given. me the- tongue of the
- ¢ learned, that I {hould know how to fpeak. a
¢ word in feafon to him that is weary.’
In difeourfing further- on this fubjed, it is
propofed, through the affiftance of divine grace,

L To open-a little the charater and ftate of
thofe who are called upon, and exhorted to truﬂ:
in the name of thc Lord.

<4

IL To explaxn the duty of truﬁ, and point

out. t.hevfeundatwn of it. :

L. To apply the fubje& for yom- mﬁru&lon

and comfort.
. In the.fisft place, then, I'am to opena little
the shara&cr and fate of thofe who are here cal-
Yo led
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led upon, and exhorted to truft in the name of
the Lord.

Their defcription is as follows: ¢ Who is a-
¢ mong you that feareth the Lord, and obeyeth.
¢ the voice of his fervant, that walketh in dark-.
¢ nefs, and hath no light? let him truft in the
¢ name of the Lord, and ftay himfelf uponbis.
¢ God. It will help usto enter into the fpirit
and meaning of the Prophet’s words, if we keep
in view the ftate of the Jewifh church, hinted at
a little, ago; ¢ who is amongyou; that is, if
there is one or more,~if thereisa fmall fele&
number in the midft of general corruption and
depravity, who have kept their garments unpol-
luted, though iniquity abounds, and the love of
many waxeth cold, ¢ that feareth the Lord # -
You know it is common in Scripture to defcribe-
religion in general by fome particular leading.
branch of it. The fear of God is often made ufe-
of for this purpofe, as in that paffage, there fhall.
be no want to them that fear him. It may,
therefore, fignify thofe who have a fincere and
unfeigned regard to the commandments of God,
and have chofen him as their portion and hope.
Thofe who defire and deferve te be diftinguith-
ed from the profane defpifer,~the fecure fore.
malift, or the difguifed hypocrite. Thofe, in a-
word, who are, and who defire to appear, to
ufe the firong language of Scripture, upon the-
Lord’s fide in-cvery firuggle, and who refolve,

o - witk
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with Jofhua, that whatever others do, for their
part they will ferve the Lord. .

But I cannot help thinking, we may alfo, with
great fafety, explain the words ina clofer and
ftricter -fenfe, and fuppofe, that by fearing the
Lord, is to be underftood a due reverence for his
infinite majefty, and a humble veneration for his
facred authority. Thisisa moft excellent fence
or guard to the confcience in an evil time, and a
noble prefervative from the fpreading infection
and infinuating poifon of prevailing or fathion-
able fins. It is alfo the ufual charalter of a dif-
folute age to have caft off fear, to treat the moft
facred things with fcorn, and to look upon that
holy folicitude to avoid fin, which appears in
the carriage and language of a child of God, as
amark of meannefs or weaknefs of mind. In’
fuch an age, one who fears God is well defcribed
by the prophet Ifaiah;' ¢ But tothis man will ¥
¢ look, even to him that is poor and of a con~
¢ trite fpirit, and trembleth at my word.’ '

The next part of the charater is, ¢ and obey-
¢ eth the voice of his fervant 3’ thatisto fay, is
willing to hearken to the meflage of God by the
mouth of his fervants. The words of the text, no
doubt, may be cenfidered as primarily reférring
to the infpired Prophets, who bore an immediate
commiffion, miraculoufly attefted from. God:
Many, even of thefe, were fet at nought, their
meflage derided, and their perfons infulted, when
they attempted to ftem the tide of p;evailing vicey -

oR -
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or boldly denounced the divine vengeance againft
high-handed finners. But the fincerely pious
obeyed their voice. I fhall make no fcruple to

apply this to ourfelves, and the prefent age.

Our blefled Redeemer hath eftablithed in his.
" church a ftanding miniftry, and the regular ad-
miniftration of ordinances. And though we
have this treafure in earthen veflels, yet in no
other way doth he now communicate his will,

and vouch-fafe his prefence to his people, but by

the reading and hearing of his word, and at-
tendance upon his inftituted worfhip. It will,
no doubt, therefore be a part of the charatter of
a good man, that he will love the ordinances,
and obey the voice of the fervants of God; that
he will confider him who hath fent them, and
receive inftrution, not as the word of man, but
as it is in deed and in truth the word of God.
On the other hand, when iniquity prevails,
when irreligion. and profanenefs lift up their
heads, one of the moft ufual concomitants and
one of the fureft proofs of it is, a neglet of or-
dinances, and contempt of thofe who are cons
cerned in their adminiftration : How far this is
at prefent the cafe, I leave to yourfelves to judge.

While I fpeak this, my brethren, I do by no -

means defire to fee an ignorant people diftra&ted
by the gloomy terrors of fuperftition, or led
blindfold by the enchanted cord of implicit faith,

But fure I am, there is an extreme on either ~

kand, and thofe who truly fear the Lord, will
honoux
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honour the perfons, and obey the voice of fuch
as plead his caufe and fpeak in his name. You
may reft affured, that theugh they neither de-
ferve nor claim any authority on their own ac-
count, yet fo long as they ftand in the divine
ecouncils, and fpeak the divine word, their mefs
Tage will be attended with this awful fantion,
¢ He that defpifeth you, -defpifeth me, and hé
¢ that defpifeth me, defpifeth him that fent me.’
The laft part of the charater here drawn,
which lays the foundation for the fubfequent di-
reftion is, ¢ that walketh in darknefs, and hath
¢ no light” Darknefs and light, befides their
literal, have often a metaphorical fenfe in Scrips
ture. They are, indeed, ufed with a good deal
of latitude and variety. But I think their metas
phorical fignification may be reduced to thefe
two general heads. 1. Sometimes light fignifies
knowledge, and darknefs fignifies ignorance,—
as in Eph. v. 8. ¢ Ye were fometimes 'darknefs,
¢ but now are ye light in the Lord; walk as
¢ children of light.” A&s xxvi. 18. ¢ To turn
¢ them from darknefs unto light, and from the .
¢ power of Satan unto God.’ Job xxxvii. 19.
€ Teach us what we fhall fay unto him ; for we
¢ cannot order our fpeech by reafon of darknefs.’
2. Sometimes darknefs fignifies diftrefs or trouble,
and the correfpondent fignification of light is de-
liverance and joy ; as 2. Sam. xxii. 28, 29. ¢ And
* the afflited people thou wilt fave; but thine
¥ eyes are upon the haughty, that thou mayeft
¢ bring
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¢ bring them down ; for thou' art: my amp, O
¢ Lord ; hnd the Lord will lighten #my:darknefs.’
Job xix. 8. ¢ He hathfeficed up my way that I
¢ cannot pafs ; he Hath! put darknkfs in my paths.’
Pf. xcvii. 11. ¢ ightigfown for theighteous,
¢ and gladnefs for the upright inchaset.’ - -Efther
viii. 16. ¢ And’ théJe's‘had hght and gladnefs,
¢ and joy and honeur.” - -

None of thefe fenfes is to be excluded in the
’paﬂ'&ge before us. Believers may walk in dark-
nefs, when ignorant or uncertain as to what
nearly cqncerns them, as well as under diftrefs
and trouble. They have alfo a mutual influence
upon, produce,and are produced by one another.
For illuftrating: this a little more particularly, ob-
ferve, that a good man may_walk in darknefs;
1. When he is in doubt or uncertainty as to his
intereft in the divine favour. 2. -When he is
under the preflure of ~outward calamity. g.
‘When the ftate of the church is fuch, that he
cannot underftand or explain, in a fatisfying
manner, the courfe of divine providence. Thefe
particulars I have it not in view to enlarge much
upon, but only to" explin them fo far as is ne-
ceflaty to lay a foundation for what thalt be after-
wards offered-on the duty to truft in God. -

1. Then,a good man may waltk in darknefs
when he is in doubt ‘or uncertainty as to his inte-
reft in the Divitefavour.T apprehend that fome
meafure of hope in Gal’s mercy is' eflential to
true piety, and not ortly the right, but the pofef-

’ -~ fion
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fion of every child of God. Faith and defpair
are beyond all . queftion inconfiftent. Faith and
hope are infeparable.  Yet certainly the excellent
onesof the earth may be fometimes involved int
great perplexity and doubt. This is pliin from
fcripture examples, from daily experience, and
from the nature and reafon of the thing. How
. violent a ftruggle do we often find the Pfalmift
David in, between hope and fear? O my God,
¢ my foulis caft down in me; therefore will I re-
¢ member thee from the land of Jordan, and of
¢ the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar” How
many do we fee every day under afpirit of bon-
dage, who, though they ftill cleave to God as their
portion, yet are often full of fears, and, feldom
dare confidently affirm their intereft in, or relati-
ontohim! And indeed how can it be otherwife?
‘While we are here, our fanéification is but im-
perfect; and, alas! with regard to many, it is of-
ten hard to determine, whether we fhould not
write upon it, ¢ Mene teLel, as effentially defec-
tive. ,
Sin feparates between God-and his people, and
caufes him to hide his face from them. Nay,
fometimes, though there be no particular or pro-
voking crime, as the catife of his controverfy with
them; he may withdraw from them the light of his
countenance, 'to exercife their vigilance, or to try
their patience.- Tknow, my brethren, that the
diftrefs of ferious fouls, when mourning after an
abfent oran angry God, crymg tohim in fecret,

agd
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-and following hard after-him fn his ordinances, is

by many treated with, thehigheft degree of-von-_
tempt. But; furely, if peace of 1inind from a well
founded hope of the Divine favdtrr, is. the great-
eft of allprefent bleflings ;vand: if this, from the
wvariablenefs of our owncondud}, is fometimes more,

{ometimes lefs ftrong, and Yosietimes wholly fuf-

pended ; when this laft is the.cafe, it moft occa-
fion inexpreflible concern,. and: there can be no

greater evidence of irreligion and impiety than to

<call it in queftion.

. 2. A good man may walk in darknefs when

under. the preflure of qutward calamity. This,

in a real believer, is never wholly feparated from

the former. Even in itfelf, indeed, no affli¢tion

for the prefent is joyous but grievaus. The dif-

orders of this feeble frame, poverty, and ftraitnefs

"of provifion, unjuft flander and reproach, muft

be deeply and fenfibly felt- by every good man,
even as he is aman.  To this may be added, the
lofs of relations, and coneern for the fufferings

-of others of every kind, which is always moft dif-

trefling to the beft and tendereft fpirits. But out-
‘ward calamities by thofe that fear God, are felt
moft fenfibly when they.are confidered as the
Tod of his anger, and bring fin to remembrance.
‘When he vifits his- own children with any of his
fore judgments: when he follows them with
breach upon breach, they are ready to fay, ¢ Sure-
-1y heis fetting me up as 2 mark for his arrows,
< he is counting me his enemy.'—They are of-

: : ten
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ten at alofs-to underfland the caufe of' his con-
troverfy with-them ; and they aifo find it often
extremely difficult 'to bring’ their minds to a-pa--
tient and fubmiffive refignationt to- his holy will.
To thefe who know. their duty, ‘and defire,
through Divine:grace, to comply with it, it is no
fmall difficulty to be obliged, to ftruggle with a-
rifing and rebetbious:heart withm; as well as fuf-
fering from withouty and to-be alternately -calling ,
in queftion. the certainty; either of -the love of
God to them, or -of their love to him.

3. ‘A good man may foretimes walk in dark--
nefs from the afpeék of' Providence, and the ftate
of the Redeemeris kingdom.. The works of God -
are fought out of them who have pleafurein them. -

“Bat when they are not able to penetrate the
depths of the Divine counfels, this becomes often-
a fource both of diftrefs and temptation. When"
wicked men are fuffered to profper at their will 5
—when the good are opprefled by the power and
tyranny, or perfecuted by the malice of their ene--
mies ;—when the moft generous attempts for the
revival of truth and righteoufnefs are rendered a--
bortive ;—when the profefling fervants of God
are divided into ' parties,’ or marfhalled under
names, and their zeal made to fpend itfelf in un-
neceflary, finful and hartfal contentions ;—when
offences come, and thofe of the higheft profeflion
or attainments are fuffered to-fall into grofs
crimes, by which the mouths of -enemies are open--
ed to blafpheme; then masy, and muft weadopt

L. . the
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 the words of the. Plalmift,—Pf.. lxmux 1O——14.

¢ Therefore, his people retnrn,; hithers; and wa-
¢ ters of a full cup.are wrung out unte them:
¢ And they fay; how -deth God, know? and is
¢ there knowledge in -the .Moft High? Behold,
¢ thefe are -the .ungedly. whoe: profper in the
¢ world; they ingreafe in richgse- Verily, I have
¢ cleanfed my heart jin-vain, and wathed my
¢ hands in innocency, For-all the day long
¢ havel been plagued, and chaftened evcry mor-
¢ n ng .

o Iproceed now to tht fggond and, chxef thmg

propofed fram this paflage, which was to explain

.the duty of truft in Gs)d, and to point out its

foundation. . “
. Truft, in the moft general view we. can take

‘ofit, may be thus explained. It is a reliance or

confidence. .in. God, that however difcouraging

- appearances may, be for. the prefent time, yet, by

his power, and wifdom, our defires and expe&ati-

-en. ﬂlali take , plaga,. whether as to deliverance
.from. trouble, or the 9btammg of future bleﬁ'mgs.

When we can attain this. happy frame of fpirit,
it is-an inconceivable relicf and eafe to the mind
ander fuffering, and. is excellently expreﬂéd by

. the Plalmifty—Pf, Iv. 22. Caft thy burden upon.
¢ the .Lord, and he flmll fuftain thee, he fhall

¢ never fuffer the righteous to be moved.. Let
us then endeavour to explain the grounds of this.
as diftinétly as poffible.:.. And God grant that it
may be done not only in a clear, bn? in a folid

and
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amd- ﬁt;sfymg manner, ibasto‘aﬁiﬁyoumthe
practice of real and vitat religion. -

1" have alveady *faid, - that .our éxpeétation is
from the’ powdroand: wifdom-of - God. . May we
then reafonablyiexpe;  is it our duty fo-believe
that we thell ‘veceive all that ‘we defire, and that
is-within the reach. of Divine powerand wifdom ?
Thefehave no' botnds at all.. We know that
riothing is tdo hard far the Almighty. - He doth
aceonding to hiswill inthe armies of heaven, and -
among the inhabitants of the earth:. This fug- - -
gefts to-us, that theré is fomething more hecef- -
fary, in order tolay a proper foundation for truft, .
viz. his goodhefs to make our expectation proba- -
ble, and his promife to inake it certain.: Even.
created beitigs-¢an often do what they.will not.
This holds particularly with fegard to God, whofe -
power is direted ini its exercife by his goodneﬁ:, ‘
and limited by his wifdom.. His goodnefs, in ge- -
fieral, encourages us to go “to > him-with!a perad- -
ventate, or who can tell whether he may not bé -
gracious - But in .order :to miake our truft both
diftin& and ftrong, we muft go to his promife, .
¢ for -he is faithful and keépeth .covenant and
¢ truth for ever.” Truft then, my bréthren, refts
ultimately on the promife. . I€ muft -be precifely
- commenfuraté, of of the fime extent with the
promife.. Whoever doibts of “call§ in queftion
the certsinty of what God hith promifed, is
chargeable with diftruft ; and whoever expects
toreceive, in kind or degree, noré than he has .

Lj. promlfed -
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-promxﬁ:d is fo far guilty of prcfumpuon. This is.

the general rule, and I think it carries fuch evi-
dence withjt, that every one muft be fenfibleit isjuft,
who hath heard it with any meafure of attention.

But the great difficulty yet remains, which is,
to apply this rule to the varipus cares. that occur
in the fpiritual life, and.to tell any particular per-
fon what it is his duty firmly tabelieve, and hope
he fhall receive from Geod, and. what it would be
prefumptuous and fimple in him to fix his expec-~
tation an. This is plainly of the greater impor-

tance, that the more parncular our truft is, as to.
the obje&t of defirg, it is the mpre powerful a.

fopport to the mind: At the fame time it fre-

quently happens, that the more particular our de-.

fires axe formed, the foundation of our hope ap-
pears the more uncertain and quciiionable. . On
this account you may abferve, . that . it is of . the
greateft moment to underftand the nature andtex
nor of the promifes; or rather, indeed, to ex-

plain the foundation of truft, and to explain the-

nature and tenor. of the pronnfes, is one and the
fame thing.

For this end, it may be proper- to diﬁmgmfh
the promxfes of ‘God, as to futurity, into two-
heads, abfolute and conditional. By abfolute
promifés, in this place, I upderftand only thofe
that are {o in the moft unlimited fenfe, that is to
fay, revealed as a part of the fixed plan of Pror
vidence, fufpended on no terms but what all, of

every charaller, may expe& will certaiply come

to
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to pak. Buthare the promifes after the flood,
¢ that furhmer ahd wititer, feed time and harveft,
*“fhould not failj~~itHe ‘coming of ‘Chrift in the
¢ fleth at the fulneft of hme,' to ‘the ancient Pa-
triarchs, 4nd to us ;—‘the downfaﬂ of Antichrift;
¢ ——the prefervation 'of 4' church ‘on earth,’ let
its enemics be: ot do wwht 'they Will ;—* th cal-
¢ hngof God’s ancient' people the Jews, and the -
¢ coming of Chrift t& Judge ‘thie world at the laft
¢ day.’” Thefe are'2il called promifes. in’Scrip- .

- tre, and fo far ad'they can be ‘of aﬁyufé to the

people of Gad, either for direttion in duty, or
reftraint from fin, or confolation under trial, they -
aré to be depended on, ift the moft abfolute man-.
mer, for they reft:upon.the certainty of the Holy -
Scriptures, and the truth of ‘the unchangeable -
God, who ‘is not aman'that he: fhould lié, nor :
¢-the fon of mdnthathc fhouid re?ent
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Who is among you that fesreth the Lovd, 1hat ebéyeth -
the woice of bis fervart, that walbéth in darkwefs, .
and hath no light ? let bim truft in: the name of the -
Lord, and flay upon-his God..

AVING, in the former difcourfe, opened the .
H charafter and fate of thofe who are called -
“upon, and exhorted to truft in the name of ‘the .
Lord ; and entered upon the fecona thing pro-
* pofed ; which was, to explain the -duty of truft
in God, and to point out its foundation; and .
having in this view confidered the nature of ab- -
folute promifes ;—1I proceed,
2. To confider the nature and ufe of- condi-
tional promifes.  Thefe I am obliged, for greater -
- diftinCtnefs,
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diftin@nefs, to divide intoythree different heads:
—1. There .are promifes made to perfons of
fucki or fuch'd chara€ter; or in fachor-fuch 2
ftate.~2. There are promifes, the performance
of which is fufpended on our compliance with
fomething firtvioudly sequired, asthe condition
of obtaining them.——3. There are promifes, not
only fufpended on both the preceding terms, but
upon the fuppofifjes; of . fprpe ' circumftances in
themfelves uncertain, or to us unknown. Let
us confider each of thefe with care and attention.

1. There are promifes made to perfons of
* fuch or fuch a charaéer, or in fuch or fuch a
ftate, which are therefore to be applied and ref-
ted on, according as the evidence of our being
of this charadter, or in this ftate, is clear or ob-
fcure, . In this I have, particularly in view, the
bleflings of - falvation, the. pardon of fin, peace.
with God, the. fpirit of fan&tification, and a right
to everlafting life. Thefe all lie in an unbroken
chain, and infeparable conneion, and-might
have been more hriefly exprefied, by an intereft
in Churift the Saviour, who is the author, fource *
and fum of thefe bleflings ; ¢ for all the promifes -
.* of God in him, arg yea, and in him Amen,
¢ to the glory of God,by us. Let no judicious,
attentive hearer be furprifed or diffatisfied, that
I have ranked thefe among conditional promifes ;
for you may obferve that I have exprefied my-
felf thus, they are promifes made to perfons of

fuch or fuch a charatter, or in fuch or fuch a
ftate..
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fate. In this, they certainly differ from the
promifes properly abfolute, mentioned above. It
® far from my intention to do injury to that
fundamental truth, that falvation is by grace. 1
efteem that dodririe which proceeds upon a felf-
righteous fyftem, to be contrary to the word of
God, and moft pernicious to the fouls of men.
There is nothing at all required in Scripture to-
be performed by us, as a purchafing or meriting
condition.  Every gracious a&t of the divine
government, in our favour, is the fruit of the
Redeemer’s purchafe, and every holy difpofition.
wrought in us is the effe¢t of his Almighty grace..
But it is certain at the fame time, that in order
to our accepting thofe bleflings, we muft be truly-
and deeply humbled, and fee ourfelves to be in-.
capable and helplefs. We muft be unfeignedly
willing to renounce all claim of merit, and accept.
of falvation as it is offered in the Gofpel ; that is,
in its full extent, and in the free and fovereign
manner of its communication. So far, furely,
we muft fay, the promifes of the Gofpel are
conditional, or wholly pervert the word of God.
I know of no promifes then to the unbelieving
and impenitent, unlefs you call that a promife,
that they fhall have ¢ their. portion in the lake of
¢ fire that burneth with brimftone ; and that the-
¢ fmoke of their torment afcendeth up for ever-
¢ and ever.’
Hear it, my dear brethren ; it is the ¢ needy,..
¢ thirfty, fcnfible foul, that is invited to come and’
ﬁnd.4

L TP,
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figd reft. ¢ Ho! every one that thirfteth,, come
ye to the waters; and he that hath np money 3
come ye, buy and eat; yea,come buy wine and
milk without money and without price. Come
unto me all ye that labour and are heavy ladeny
¢ and I will give you reft.” If any fhall think fit
further to fay, that the very. deftination of the
veflels of mercy, is of God’s fovereign . pleafure,
that conviton itfelf is by a day of his power,
and that faith which interefts us in Chrift’s
righteoufnefs is his gift: I agree to the whole,
but obferve, that it is' improperly introduced
here. No ufe can poffibly be made of the die
vine decree in the application of the promifes. It
is inverting the order of things. Can any man
fay, I truft in the mercy of God, becaufe I have
been ordained to everlafting life ? No man can
derive comfort from this, till by his effetual cal-
ling it is publithed, and begins to be accomplith«
ed; and then he may look back with wonder
and gratitude to that everlafting love, by which
he was chofen in Chrift before the foundation of
the world. Can you judge of the fruit of a tree
by looking upon the root ? No, but you judge of
the firength and deepnefs of the root, by the ful«
nefs of the fruit, and the vigour and verdure of
the branches. From an improper mixture of
what belongs to the fecret will of God, and what'
belongs to us, as our duty, much:-error and con-

fufion arifes.
Now, my brethren, as to the application of
thefe

[
4
(1

€
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thefe promifes of pardon and peade, the hdmb!é&
finner, the man among us, who Wwalketh' ih dark-
' nefs and hath no’ light,~—who'is burdened with
a fenfe of guilt, and difcouraged by the threaten-
ings of the law, the accufations of confcience,
and the pure and holy nature of God,~~who,’
perhaps has all this aggravated by ‘diftrefs anid'
trouble, is called to truft in the name of the
Lord, and ftay himfelf upon his God. He is
invited to confider and reft on the extent of the
call, the immutability 6f the promife, and the
riches of divine grace. Ifhe is fo far from plead-
ing any merit in himfelf, or being diffatisfied
with the plan of falvation laid down in the Gof-
pel, that he is making every thing an argument
againft himfelf, and‘dare not lay hold of, or ap-
propriate fo unfpeakable a mercy : this is juft the
effet of diftruft, and he is called, in the firong-
eft manner, in the text, to ¢ truft in the name
¢ of the Lord, and ftay upon his God.”' With
how many gracious aflurances for this purpofe is
the Scripture filled! John vi. 37, ¢ All that the
¢ Father hath given me fhall come to me, and
¢ him that cometh unto me I will in no wife caft
¢ out’  Heb. vii. 25."¢ Wherefore he i$ "able
_ ¢ alfo o fave them to the uttermoit that come to
¢ God by him, fécing he ever Tiveth to make in-"

¢ terceffion for them. Rev. xxil. 17. ¢ And’
¢ the Spirit and the bride fay, comey And let
* him that heareth fay, come. And let him
¢ that is athirft come. And whofoever will, let
' ¢ him
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© him take of the water of life freely.” All
-things, Chrif: excepted, are to be renouriced to
the all-fufficiency. of a Redeemer, tobe the foun-
dation of our hope.. The penitent will fay with
the Apoftle, .Phil. iii. 8. ¢ Yea doubtlefs, and
¢ 1 cpunt all things, but h{fs for. the excellen,cy of
¢ the knowledge of Chrift ]ef'us, my Lord: for
¢ whom 1 have fuffered the lofs of all things, and
¢ do count them but dung, that I may win
¢ Chrift, and be found in him, not having mine
¢ own nghteoufnefs which is of the law, but

“ that which is through the faith of Chrift, even \

¢ the rightcoufnefs which is of God by faith.

2. There is a fecond clafs of promifes, the
performanceof which is fufpended on our previ-
vus compliance with fomething required as'the
condition of obtaining them. In thefe we are
not only called ¢ to accept of the divine mercy,
¢ but commanded to obey the Divine will” The
order in which I have placed thefe, will, T hope,
prevent you from mifunderftanding or mifapply-
ing what may be faid on them. This clafs in-
cludes all the promifes in Scripture, regarding
the daily progrefs of a believer in his fan&ifica-
tion and conformity- to God, as well as the in-
creafe of his comfort and peace. I am fenfible,
that as the reconciliation of a- finner to God,
and his right to what is called in Scripture the
promifeof eternal life, is of free and unmerited
mércy, {0, no doubt, all the inferior or fuhordi-
nate promifes flow from the fame fource, nay,

M in
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in a certain meafure, they are: entirely upon‘the
fame footing with thofe formerly mentioned;
that is to fay, fihal petfeveranee, real growth in-
the fpiritual life, and neceffary comfort; are the
fure and purchafed pertion of .every -one that- is.
born of God. Rom. viit. 29. ¢ For whom he
¢ did foreknow, he'alfo did predeftinate to-be
< .conformed to' the image of his Son, that he
¢ might be the firft-born among many brethren.’
But in the diftribution of thofe gifts, particularly
in their meafure, there is not only an unknoiwn
regard to the good pleafure of God, but 2 known
and eftablithed regard to our!conduét in’ duty.
Thus the abundant fupply of the Spirit -is the
fruit and return -of diligence in prayer. Matt.
vii. 7. ¢ Afk and it thall be given you, feek and
¢ ye fhall find, knock and it fhall be opened un-
¢ to you. See alfo Ezekiel xxxvi. 25. compared
with the 37. ¢ Then will I {prinkle clean water
¢ upon you, -and ye fhall be clean frosm all your
¢ filthinefs ; and from all your idols will I cleanfe
¢ you, &c. 'Thus faith the Lord, yet for all this
- ¢ will I be enquired of by the houfe of Ifrael to
¢ doit for them.” Thus alfo inward confolation,
as well as outward fecurity, is exprefsly promifed
as the effect and  reward. of uniformity. and dili-
gence in duty. Ifa. xxxii. 17. ¢ And the work
¢ of righteoufnefs, fhall be peace, and the effed
< of nghteoufneﬁ, quietnefs, and. affurance for
¢ ever,’ As the counter part .and illufiration of
'tlus, you fee, that a departure from the path of -
. duty
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“duty" brings on the -threatened, or, perhaps, I
ought to call it, the promifed rod of correction;
Pf. lxxxix. 30.—~33. ¢But if his children- fhal
< forfake my law, and not walk in my judgments;
¢ if they break my ftatutes, and keep not my
cominandments ; then will I vifit -their tranf-
‘greflions with a rod, and their iniquities with
ftripes. - Neverthelefs, my loving kindnefs will
I not take from him, nor fuffer my faithfulnefs
to fail’ * In the fame manner, Ifa. xl. 3q, 31.
Even the youths fhall faint and be weary, and
the young men thall utterly fail : but they that
- wait upon the Lord fhall renew their firength;.

A & a& & & & & & & QA @«

fhall run and not. be weary ;3 —=they fhall walk
and not faint.” Agrecably to all' this, you
"know, our bleffed Lord " prefcribed watchfulnefs
and prayer as the great prefervatives againft
temptation, and -whoever expedts either fpiritual
~ ftrength or comfort, while he relaXes his dili-
gence in the way of duty, is guilty of that fin,
which is called in Scripture, tempting God ; and
fhall affuredly meet with a dreadful difappoint-
- ment. :
My brethren, as much of the daily exercife of
real believers regards their progrefs in fanétifica-
-tion, and their peace and comfort, itis proper
that you fhould carefully attend to the ‘tenor of
thefe promifes, and to what ought to be your
reliance upon them. I fhall fum up, in a few
: Ma par-.

they fhall mount up-with wings as eagles ; they - ‘
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particulars, what I apprehend to be of moft im-
portance.

1. Truft in thefe prormfes ‘implies felf-denial,
and a deep fenfe of your own weaknefs. Thefe
-promifes would be unneceflary and’ fuperfluous,
.were we not infufficient of ourfelves for any thmg

that is good. - Truft in God ftands dxre&ly op--

pofcd to all fclf-dcpendencc. Prov. iii. 5. ¢ Truft
¢ in the lord thh all thine hea.rt, and lean not
¢ to thine own underftanding’ How jealous

God is, if Fmay fpeak fo, of the honour that is-

due to him in this refpedt, qmay he feen from the
many foul and fhameful ¢rimes into which he
permitted fome of his beft faints to fall, when
-they were off their guard, by floth, or fill more
provoked him by pride and prefumption ; Neah's
drunkennefs, Mofes’s paffion, David’s adultery
and murder, and Peter’s denial of his mafter.
1 Cor. x. 11, 12, ° Now all thefe thmgs hap-

¢ pened unto them for enfamples, and they are:

¢ written for our admonition, upon whom the
¢ ends of the world are come. Wherefore, let

¢ him that thinketh he ftandeth take heed left
¢ he fall.”  For thisreafon the Apoftle Paul fays,

“with great propriety, and with great force,
which is cqually applicable to himfelf and other
believers, a feeming paradox ; 1 Cor. ¥ii. Io.
¢ Ior when Iam weak, then I'am firong.’

. As we are to put no truft in ourfelves, fo
we are to exercise the moft unfhaken confidence
of our being able to difcharge any duty, or un-

derga
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‘dergo any trial by the .help of the Almighty.—
Oh! how ready are we to fin on poth hands !
-How often do we prefume upon our own ftrength,
apd forget the neceflity of applying for divine
aid l—And on the other hand, how prone are
we to timidity or defpondence in difficult cafes !
‘When corruptions have long kept their ground,
we are ready to dread their influence, and to
make but little out of the promifes in Scripture,
that we fthall be made ¢ more than conquerors
¢ through him that loved us.” We have learn-
ed, by fad expcnence, that in us dwelleth no
good thing, and yet it is long before we will at--
tend to the leffon that follows hard upon - it,.
¢ my grace is fufficient for thee, and my ﬁrength,
¢ fhall be made perfe&t in weaknefs.’

3. As tlefe promifes are exprefsly made to
the diligent, you'muft ftill remember that your
own attention and application to daty is effential-.
ly neceffary, and that- the- afliftance promifed
from on high, is always' reprefented’in Scripture-
as an argument:-and encouragement to diligence,
and not a-warrant or excufc for floth. Philip.
ii. 12. ¢ Work out your own falvation with fear
“and trembling, for it is God that worketh in
¢ you both-to will and to de of his good pleafure.’
It is alfo well worthy of notice, that the fame
Prophet. Ezekiel, who fays, chap. xxxvi. "G.
* Anew heart alfo will Igive you, and a new
¢ {pirit will I put within you,” changes the form
of his expreffion; and in another place, chap.

: 3 Xviile.
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xviii. 37, 32. fpeaks in the following terms:

¢ Caft away from you all your tranfgreffions
. whereby ye have trapfgrefled ; and make you
¢ a new heart and a new fpirit : for why -will ye
¢ die, O houfe of Ifrael ? For I have no pleafure
¢ in the death of him that dieth, faith the Lord
¢ God; wherefore turn yourfclves, and live ye.’
In confequence of this,

4 In the laft place, truft in God mllmake
us ready to acknowledge, that when we fail in
duty, when we forget or break our refolutions,
the fault is certainly in oyrfelves, It is impoflible
to excufe or juftify ourfelves in any degree, with~

out laying the blame, in the fame proportion,

upon God, and calling in queftion his faithfulnefs
and truth. But whatever our treacherous hearts
may finfully fuggeft, we are not firaitened in God,
but ftraitened in our own bowels. We find him
. pleading hjs own caufe, in this refpeét, in many
paffages of Scripture, Ifa. lix. 1. ¢ Behold, the
¢ Jord’s hand is not fhortened, that it cannot
¢ {ave; neither his ear heavy, that he canmot

¢ hear ; but your fins have feparsted between

¢ you and your God, and yomr. iniquities have
¢ hid his face from you, that he will not hear’.
Upon the whole, truft in thefe promifes is no
other than an humble and diligent application to:
duty, under a deep fenfe of weaknefs,. and de-
pendence “on ‘promifed ftrength, accompanied
with a firm perfuafion, that ¢ in the name of the
¢ Lord we fhall tread down owr encmies,’ and

: . g%
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go on frem ﬁrength to ﬂ:reugth, ¢ till we appear
¢ before God in Zion.’

3. Amother clafs of promifes are thofe that
are fufpended, not only on the fame conditions
with the two former, but upon fome other cir-
cumf{tances ifr themfelves uncertain, or to us un-
feen. Thefe are temporal mercies, or rather
temporal profperity, deliverance from prefent
difirefs, and -abundance or affluence of outward
enjoyments. Perhaps we may alfo add fpiritual
confolation, and fenfible joyin God. I find no
temporal promife precifely fixed to the fervant of
God but this :* Bread - {hall be gwcn him, and
¢ his'water fhall be fure;’ and it is certainly his
duty, in the moft firaitening circumftances, to
maintain a confident dependence on the power
and wildom of Providence for neceffary fupply.
1.do not condemn thefe who, when reduced to

. extremity, hape - afhnlly pleaded this. divine

promife, and againft hope, have believed in
hope ; and I am -perfuaded inftances have not
been wanting of relief, fumithed in 2 manner
mext to miracaloys. But as to every other degree
of temporal  profperity, God hath referved it in
his own hand to give or withhold it at his plea-
fure ; that is, as he fees it will be moft for his
glory, and the benefit of his people. It is lawful
theh, my brethren, for you'to éndeavour to pro-
care, by honeft induftry, the increafe of your
fubftance, to leok well to the ftate of your tlocks,
and your herds, and'taafix by prayer the bﬁkn&
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fing of God upon your labours. It islawfut, and'
it is your duty by regularity and care, to preferve.
life and health, as well as to atk of the Father of”
your fpirits, recovery from ficknefs, or deliver=
ance from any other kind of diftrefs. But you
- are not warranted to believe that thefe petitions
fhall be granted in hand, or in your own time
and meafure, even though you afk them in fin-
eerity with the prayer of -faith. There may be
reafons for witholding them, and yet you may
be acceptéd in your prayers. An infinitely wife:
'God knows beft what is for your good, and he
only hath a right to determine in what_part of
his own fervicc; where and how long he fhall
employ you. Truft in God, therefore, in this
refpect, implies a careful attention to the tenor-
of the promifes with regard to. temporal ‘merecies,
and not to look for, or even, if poffible, deﬁre
what he hath not premifed to beftow.

If1 am not miftaken, we fhall find it of mo-.
ment, upon this fubject, te obferve, both what
he hath not and what he hath certainly promifed:
He has no where promifed that his own: people.
fhall be the richeft or the greateft on earth; but
he hath certainly promifed to blefs their provi-.
fion, and affured them, that a little that a juft:
man hath fhall be better than the riches of
many wicked: He has nct promifed that they
fhall be free from fuffering; but he hath cer«
_-tainly promifed to fuppert them by his own pre-
fence under their d)ﬁreﬁ. Ifa. aliiie. 2. ¢ When

¢ thou.
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¢ thou pafleft through' the watérs, I will be with .
¢ thee ; and through the rivers, they fhall not
¢ overflow thee ; when thou walxeft through the
¢ fire, thou fhalt not be burnt’; neither fhall the
¢ flame kindlé uponthee.”” 'L'he truthis, ke hath
promifed that € all thmgs fhall work togethcr for
¢ their good’ In onc word, they have indeed
all mercies promifed, only they themfelves are
not in a condition; af ptefent, to _;udge what they
may ufé¢ with fafety; and what'not.” As the heir
of an opulent eftate, thotigh he is proprietor of
all, yet is laid under reftraint -while in infancy
and nonage, becaufe he would foon ruin himfelf
if it were committed to his own management fo
the believer, though an 'heir of God, and joint
heir with Chrif}, ‘yet till he is meet for the in-
heritance, he muft be at his " Maker’s and Re-
deemer’s difpofal. ' Take in, therefore, only this
limitation, and then fee his extenfive “charter.
1 Cor. iii. 21~ For all things are yours; whe-
¢ ther Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, .
¢ or life, or death, or things prefent, or things:to
¢ come; all are yours; and ye are Chrift’s; and
¢ Chriftis God’s” What then is the duty of a
child to “God ? It is to breathe after more and
more fubmiffion to the divine will, and to annex
this refervation to every petition of a temporal na-
ture, ¢ neverthelefs, not my will but thine be done.’
And, oh! my brethren, how happy the perfon
who hath feen the weaknefs .of human judgment;

who waits the intimation of God’s will, before he
will
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will fuffer his defires to faften with eagernefs on
any earthly comfort, and who endeavours to keep
himfelf free from' perplexity, by an humble and
fubmiffive reliance on the all-fufficiency of God!

I obferved, in entering on this part of the fub-
je&, that fpmtual confolanor}, or fenfible joy in
God, is to be confidered as a promife of the
fame clafs, which mutft, thereforc, be afked with
fubmiffion, and is dlfpenfed according to the
good pleafure of a gracious but fovereign-God.
‘T am fenfible, as has been formerlyobferved with
another view, that fome degree of comfort ne-
ceflarily follows from a believer’s relation to God 5
but many pious perfons feem to defire and to ex-
pect fenfible comfort in a higher meafure than
"God fees it meet to give them, or than is proper
for them ‘in the prefent ftate. It is with fpiritu-
al profperity as with tcmporal, every one cannot
‘bear it. Therefore, it is our duty ftill to be fen- -
fible that we have much more comfort and peace
than we deferve, and as we defire and firive for
‘greater degrees of it, to accompany thefe defires
with much humility and reﬁgnatlon to the will
of God.

I proceed now to the laft thing propofed, which
was to make a pratical application of this fubjet
“for your inftru€tion and diretion.

1. From what has been faid, you may fee what
judgment you ought to form of inward fuggef-
tions, and ftrong or particular impreflions upon
your minds. There are fome extremely prone to

interpret
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interpret atext of fcripture, fuddenly fuggefted
to their minds, or any ftrong impreflion made on
them, as an immediate meflage from God, to be
direédly applied to themfelves : Others, in oppo-
" fition to this, as enthufiaftical and vifionary, feem.
to give up every expectation of being able to fay,
w1th the Pfalmift, ¢ I blefs the Lord who hath
¢ given me counfel, my reins alfo inftruct me in
¢ the night feafon.” I beg, therefore, that you:
may obferve, that the fuggeftion of a paffage of,
fcripture, of itfelf gives no title to the immediate
application of it, becaufe the great deceiver may,
undoubtedly fugge& feripture, as we find he could
reafon from it in our Saviour’s temptation. We
are, in every fuch cafe, to confider the tenor of.
it if it be a promife of encouragement, that is,
how and in what manner’it may be fafely applied.
If any thing happens to be fuggefted that expref-
fly fuits our prefent condition, either by fetting
home the obligation of duty, with particular evi-
dence upon the confcience, or pointing out the
grounds of comfort, it ought to be thankfully ac-
knowledged as from the fpmt of God. For ex-
ample, if a perfon, under the power of a fpirit of
‘bondage, and fear of Divine wrath, hath fuggef
ted to himi'any’ of the extenfive graclous affuran-
ces of mercy to the chief of i {inners, it is his, duty
to lay hold"of it. It is 'directly fuited to his con-
dition, and would be the very thing that a
‘wife and judicious paftor : would recommend
to hinyifor his relicf. ‘He may therefore
without

v~,‘,
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without hefitation,  Blefs (‘;dd For ity i1t “fs
brought With pgwer and eﬂ‘icacy up n ‘hi¢ heart. .
In the fame manner, if 2 rﬁm andér ’trou’ble
hath fuggcﬁed fo him ahy of the ‘promifed of -
fupport under it, [urely he oughit, ifi the diftliarge
of his duty, ﬁnnly to rely' on Ihe aCCOmth-
ment of that part of the word of ‘God, * Buf iy
the reflex exammat;on of a Perfon s cfxaraaef or
ftate to apply the fudden fuggcﬁloh of a’ prémiife
or privilege, perhaps of a cOndlﬁénhl hature, 'is
certanly both finful and ‘danigérous.” Sinful, bé-
caufe without warrant ; and’ dangerdus, becaufe
leading to delufion. Coe ‘
~ 2. From what Hath been fiid; you fnay
what itis that we ought to feck for with the
greateft earnefinefs, and may hope to obtain with

- the greateft confidence. Rccolle& ‘1 befeech

you, the order in which T havé mentioned the
promifes of God as the objects 6f “traft'and' reli
ance. Firft of ‘all the promifes: of f’a‘lvanon, de-
liverance from the guilt of fin, and 4’ l‘ng‘ht to
everlafting life ; next, Whatevet is neéeﬁ'ary to'the
prefervation and improvement’ of ‘the’ fpn-ltual
life ; and then, in the third place, propci' accoti~
modation, and fuitable proyifion in’ our paffige
through the prefent world. ‘They 4re hete rink-
ed according to their value' in therﬂfelx‘cs, ‘and
the value which we fhould put upon them " Eet
us, therefore, take care that we never violate this
order, which is neceflary, not only bécaufe’ of
heir comparative value, but becaufe of their mi-

tual
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tual influence one wpon. another. It is in vain for
us to expet to attain to the habit or pra&xce of
" holinefs, till we are united to "God by faith in
Jefus Chrift.  All the promifes of .the gofpel are
ratxﬁed in hun All the dlvme fulnefs 1s treaﬁxr-
him, ,Tharefpw,he fays, John xv. 4. Abide in
* me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bzar
¢ fruit of itfelf, except it abide in the vine; no
¢ more, can ye, except ye abide in me.” And the
Apottle Paul, Gal. ii. 20. ‘I am crucified with
¢ Chrift; neverthelefs I live; yet not I, but
¢ Chrift livethin me ; and thelife which I now
¢ live in the fleth,, I live by the faith of the Son
¢ of God, who_loved me, and gave lnmfelf for
¢ me.

In the fame manner nothmg can be more pre-
pofteraus, than to fix pur affetions upen tempo-
ral mercies, or our attention upon the promifes
that relate ta them, fo as to lofe view of our inte-
reft in God’s favour, and the progrefs of our fanc-
tification, - All the temporal promifes in fcrip-
ture .are made to the children of God as fuch, and
for carrying on the purpofes of his grace in them.
Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need
-of thefe things. . ‘There is no promife in the
. whole volume of infpiration to. the wicked and
.impenitent. ¢ There isno peace; . faith my God,
¢ to.the wj'cked.’ . He will either rebuke them in
his wrath and chaften them in his hot difpleafure,
or give them up to’a curfed, hardening, ftupify-

N

ing
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S
ing profperity, than whichs mo ftate omearth i
more t0 be dreaded.~~+Chniftian/!. newér fufferian
woxiety about your omtward - fiate 4o fupplant or
ga before, or:gwen to,bafeparated: from :aconcers,
that yowmay not be found: waniting whmmeigh-
«ed in:the balange of the: fantwary., ;<. » - ..
3«-Let me. beftsch you ta adevmtbcwxfdom,
juftice and merey ofi God, ‘in the: ordar hehath
- eftablithed,. according: to the difforert nature of
the promifes - That which is: of  moft, may,: pro-
perly fpeaking; of .unfpeakable vabuc, and radical-
1y containsall the reft, is placed. firft inorder, and
offered. in the foft free and:. gtacious manner, .
without money and without price.: -Salvation is
preached to' the chief of. finmers, :and a Saviour
held forth as able to fave to the uttermoft allthat
<ome to-God by him, Many ufes. might-be made
-of this, but the fingle ufe I intend: t6:make. of - it
:at prefent, as connefted with the duty of: truft;. is
-to filence the complaints !of : envy. and impatience.
-How prone are many tateok Avith an evil .eye u-
-pon'the more extenive pofleflions, and greater
.apparent outward comfort .which:atbers, enjoy !
Dods it not aftohith your tarthink: hrow' :much un-
- belief and-ingratitude:- there :is: in thofe ~repining
thoughts ¢ Meannefs of " itank,..and. paverty of
ftatey arve: no  hmmdmnce atdall:to:an intereft in
- Chrift, and aright to:everlafting life. Nayyithe
Gofpel is preached: to the poar.—Many-a kaza-
rus has been carried by the:angils.to Abrabam’s
ahoibm, while the. m:h and luxurious -have- lifted

up
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up their eges in forménts.: Will you; canryou,

dareyou thenicomplain? /Will you envy the man

of the'world, his'fatelypaluce; lois elegany furnis
ture, and his famptuoys  fare ? Whatois the am-
pleft portion in the’ prefent -dife compared with
the fure mercies 106 Davidi? What. child:of God
~vrould-exchiange. with any wicked mdn- w prifon
fos a-paluce;cordfaaffold foda thwone 3« -
I'befeech you'to add to allithis, that everi with
regard:to. prefene peate:or ‘comfort, there is po
comparifon between ‘a-good man and abad. - ¢ A
¢ man’s:life: doth 'not.confift in the abundance of
' '¢ the things which he poffefles* This isa truth
not omly:often. repeated inthe {acred oracles, but -
written in the ceareft ahd moft légible characters
in the hiftory of: Providence.—Nay, even inde-
pendently of virtwe orréfigionitfelf, every human
calamity, whether avifing from (icknefy, reproach,
contemtion, fear; : orrungravified defire, rages with
greater; violencesinithe higher; tharrin the lower
ftations of hifer A .‘eain> and . conceited monarch
once fent:to,afk ati:an heathen oraele; who was
the: happieft: man ‘on eatth & and met with a de-
ferved difappoirtment in'the réply. - If we thould
-put: 3 quaftiom: much: thord profitable  as well 2.
anacks marey eafily vefolved; im rwhdt rank of life
‘the mofticaquifitehumanamifery has: been found ?
Ishave'no .doblytibut itvought to: be anfwered, v-
poni a:throbé:-~ Eaperienve : will always ratify the
wife:. mdn’s ‘obfgrvation ¢ Better is. 2" dinner of
‘¢ herbswhere love is, thama. ftalled ox and. hatred
. N 2 ¢ therewith’

1
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¢ therewith.” A _fanfified lot is ap ineftimable
treafure. The . bleﬁ'mg of God.on 2.crpife of oil,
and a pot of mealy,is better. than . inexhauftible
mines of gold and. filver,. What capfe .of con-
tentment 2nd patience tothe, child of God! ..
In . the laft place, youw.may: learn, ..fram : What
has becn faid on.the fubjed, mhat is the.plaineft,
the fherteft, and ,indeed, the: enly. fm:enn,y to-de-
liverance from. diftrefs or calamity of . whatever
kind., . Itis ta fly.to the.merey..of God through
she blood of Chyrift, to renew the exercifes of faith
in him, andin proportiqn,a,s it. pleales God, to fill
you with all joy and peace in:believing; you will
perceive every other covenans blefling flow clear
znd unmixed from this,_ingxhanfted foprce. It
will lead_ to, repentance, humiliation .and fubmif-
tion., The fandtified ufe of the affliftion will be
obtained, and this brmgs deln(el:ance of itfelf; for
no. rod wxll be continued longer than it hath an{-
wered its_end, . At any rate, when fuffering is
neceﬁar), grace,. to fuffer with patience, fhall not
be withheld, . Would you have any more, and is
not this rbmed,y alwaysiat hand ¢ Can the pooreft
man fay, it is not within, the reach of his purfe.?
‘It is at once cﬁc&ual and upiverfal. It was once
fuid, in contempt of 2 worthy and. pious minifter,
‘that he madc fo much. of the blood qf Chrift, that
he would even apply it to. 3 broken bone.. But
bating what may be thougnt indecent in the ex-
preflion, chofen on purpofe to bring a good man
intg ridicule, the thing itfelf, I make bold to af-
‘ firme
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firm, {s a great and precious trath, Faithin the
Blobd 'of Chrift thakes 2 man fupenor to ‘all fuf~
ferings. * It foftens their afpect-—it abates their
feverity—nay, it changes thelr nature. * When a
man is under diftrefs or calamity of any kind, and
~ confiders it’ only in itfelf; and independently of
his relation to God, it retains itd old natdre, and
taftes with Il the bitternefs of the original curfe ;
but when'it is" confideréd dsTimited in jts nature
—itd meafure, anid its ‘continuarice by 4 kind Sa-
viouf, fthe Beliéver fubthifs to'it with patlence, as
a part of his Creator’s will'y bears it with patience
‘in‘his Redeemer’s ‘h‘engt’h, and fometimes is éda-
bled to embrace it With pleafire, as fcrvmg to car-
ry him té his Father’spréf‘encé 15 this going too
far? No, my dear brethren 5 thereare great realities
to which the word of God and the experience of
his faints, bea united evidence.” Many hére pre-
fent; 1 doubt riot, have been’ Mfﬁei‘s of this truth
in'thie cartiagé of their relations now with God';
and néta fc\v,'I traft, will' tepest the tefhmony to.
fucceeding ages. 1 coticlude al w1th that anima-
ted paffage of the Apoftle Paul,=~¢ 4 Cor. iv. 16.
r7 © For which catfé we faint not 3 but though

¢ our outward man pr“nﬂ] yet the inward man is.

¢ rencwed day by day "For our light aﬂil&xon,
¢ which is but for 2 moment, worketh for us a far
* moré"exsceding and eternal weight of glory.’

N 3 SERMOM
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Surdy the wrath of Man fhall. pra:ﬁ' tlm 3 tbe re-
© mainder qf wrath ﬁdk + hou ey%um

VHERE is not a greatex- chdence cither of thc |

reality or ‘the -power of religion, than 2
firm: belief. of - God’s ‘univerfal prefence, and a
conftant attention to: ‘the influence and operaion
~of his providerice: Itisby this means that the
- Chriftian' may be faid; in the emphatical Scrip-
ture language, ¢ to walk with ‘God, and to en-
* ¢ dure as feeing him whois invifible’. . ...
The do@rine of divine providence is.vexy full
and complete in the facred oracles. - It exsends
not only to things which -we may think of great
moment, and thcnefore worthy of notice ; but to
-~ things

* Preached at Piinceton on the genersl Fafky
17th May 1776,

i
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- things the moft indifferent and inconfiderable
_ ¢ Arenot two-fparréws fokd-fora farthing 2’ fays
. our Lord, ¢ and one of them falleth not to the
¢ ground ‘ynthopt youp ,hea,venly .Father ; nay,

¢ the very “hairs of your head afe all numbered.!
Tt extends not only to things beneficial and fa-
s lu;anr,. or to the;ime;fheq and affiftance-of thofe
who are the fqrvzms;of the hvmg God ; but to

- things feemingly moft hurtful and deﬁruéhve,
-and to perfons the moft refrattory and difobedi-
.ent. He over-rules-allakais-creatures, and all their
-altions. Thus we are told, that ¢ fire, hail,
.fnow, vapour, and ftormy wind, fulfil his word,’
in the courfe of' ndture'; andieven fo the moft
.impetuons and, diforderly:paflions of men, that
.are under'ne refimint from themfelves, are yet.
.perfeétly fubje&t to the dominion of Jehovah.
“Theyrcarry: his commiffion, they abey his orders,

- they are limited and: veftrained by his. anthwrity,
. and they confpike with . every. thing; elfe; in.. pro-
-.motigg his glory.. . There, is the-greater nged
- .%o tdke - notice; bf . this,’that .men. are not. ge-:
- -nerally . fufficiently :aware of .the. diftin&tion be-
- .tween the lawrof (od.and his purpofe ; they are
.apt to fuppafb;ithatas.the temper of the finner is
. contrary tothe ene, fothe outrages. of: the finner
- ape:able to defeag the-other; ithan which nothing
. can be more falfe. .-The truth is plainly. afferted
*and nobly-expreffpd by the-Plalmift in the text,
# Surely the wrath of man fhall praife thee; the

. ¢-remainder of wrath fhaltthou reftrain.”

This
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This pfalm was evidently compofed as a fong
of .praife for fome fignal vi@lory obtained, which
wasiat the  fame - time at: remarkable " deliveranee
from threatening-danger. - The “author was one
or other of the later prophets, and the oceafion,
probably; the: unfuccefsful -afibelt of Jetufhlem,
by the army - of Senasherib; king of Affyria, m
the days of Hezekiah. Great was the infolence
and boafting of his generals:and férvants dgainft
the city of the living God, ‘as'may be feen in the
thirty-fixth chapter of Ifaiah. Yet it pleafed
God to deftroy their. enemiesy and, by his-own
immediate interpofition, to grant them deliver-
ance.. Therefore the' Pfalmift fays, in the fifth
and fixth verfes of this Pfilm, ¢ The flout-heart-
¢ ed are fpoiled, they have flept “their fleep.
¢ None of the men of might have fourd their
¢ hands. At thy rebuke, O God of :Jacob!
¢ both the chariots and the herfé are caft into
¢ a deep fleep; Aftera.few more remirks to
the fame purpofe; he ‘draws the imférence, or
.makes the refletion- in the text, ¢ Surely the
¢ wrath of man fhall praife thee; the remmainder
¢ of wrath .fhalt theu refirain 7 which' may be
paraphrafed thus ; ' the fury - and injuftice of op-
prefiors fhall bring in a tribute of praife to thee;
" the influence of thy righteeus providence fhall
be clearly difcerned’; the -countenance’ and' fup-
port thou wilt give to thing own "people fhall be
glorioufly illuftrated : thou {halt fet the bounds
which the boldeft cannot pafs. - o

Iam
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- Lapn {enfible, any betethrem, that the time: and
accafion; of . this vpralo, ey’ feos tebe in one
refpect il fpited, ge-the. intepefing . circumftances
of this countny. -t prefcnt.,, Jti was: compafed af~
ter ;the vidtory. was :obtained - whereas we . are
now byt puttingient:the banels; and entering up-
an an-important conteft, the. length of - which e
is. impoffibla to. ferefeey and the:iffise of which it
will. perhaps ba thaught- prefumption-so' foretel.
But as she W*ﬁvékh)f@fpeﬂ : 40 God’s, moral
government,. is the.fame .and unchangeable; as
the..iffuey in sthe cafe-of .Senacherily’s -invafion,
did but lead-the prophet to.acknawledge it ; our
‘duty and intereft confpive in calling upon us to
improve it, .. A&nd [ bave chofen +o, infit upon
it onx this.day .of folesan humilintion, as it will
probably. help as to-a clear and - explicit view of
what fhould bethe chief - fubject of ‘our prayers
and. endeavours, -asiwelhag the great objett of our
hope and.trufl, .in eur prefent fituation: .
The..truth, then,.afftited in-this texty which
I. propofc to:illuftrate fnd improve dsy=* - 'That
¢.all the diforderly. pailions; af men. whethier ex-
¢ pofing the.innocent to.privatie injuryy or whe-
¢ ther they are the arrows of divine - judgraent ia
¢ public.- calamlty, fhall-in the. end, be: to the
‘. praife.of God’ sy to apply it more -particu-
lanly tg she peefent. ftate of . thé. Americam  Colo-
nics;; and the plagne of .wary~* 'The ambition
*“ of miftaken princes, .the cunning and cruelty
¢ of opprcﬁivc and corrupt, minifters, and even
. ¢ the
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¢ the. inhumanity . of ,bratal, foldiersy however

¢ dreadful, thall ,finglly , promote . the - glory .:.of

¢ Gog ;.and jn.themean-timey. while: the fidrm:

¢ continues,. his mercy.and kinduefs: fhall appear
¢ in pref¢ribing, bounds to- their rage-and fury?

- In difcqurling of ,this fubjed, it s my. inten<

tion, through the afliftance of diviee gracq

K . Sl e e LT

L. To pomt ,put ,m; ymx oy fpme‘pmmlzrs,
how the wrath, of man . praifes. God.. . - 1.

IL To .apply thefe. principlestos our prefent
fituation, by inferences of truth for your in-
ftruction and . comfort, and by fuitable exhorta-
tions to duty in the i unportant cnﬁs. :

I In the, ﬁrﬁ: place, Iam to pomt out to you,
in fome particulars, how.the wrath of man praifes
God. I fay, in fome inftances, becaufe it is far
from being in my: power,, cither to .mention or
explain the wholc.y Lhere is-an unfearchable
depth in the dwim. coundgls, -which it is impot-
fible for us to perietrate.. It is the duty of every
good man to place, the ,moft, unlimited couifi-
dence in divine wifdam, and ta beligve that-thofe
meafures of providence.- $hat .are meft: unimeks -
ligible to, him, are yet, planned with the fame
1kill, and dmc&e-l to .the fame great purpafes-as
~othérs, the. reafon. and . tendency of which he.
can explain in the cleareft -manner. But where
revelation and experience enablcs us to difcover

the
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the ‘wifdom, equity, or mercy of "diviti€ provi-
dence;: nothing ¢an ‘be! mote “delightful -or pro-
fitable to' a+ férious wiifid; and''therefore T beg
Yot attention to' the*folléwmg Pemiarks.

In-the fisft place, 'the wrath' of man praifes
Gody agit is dn gxample md ‘Miffration of di-
vine truth, and clearly poitits out 'the torruption
of our nature, which is the foundation-ftone of
the .dodtrine ‘ot redémption. - Nething can 'be
more abfolutely ntceffary t6'tFué réligion, than a
clear and full conviction of the finfulnefs of our
nature - and: ftite. “Without “this there can be
neither: repenitanice 'in' thefianer, nor humility
in the believert 'Withoit this alP that is' faid in
Scripture of the! wifdoni and nkréy of God, in
providing a Saviour, is without force and with-
out meaning. - Juftly does our Saviour fay, ¢ the
¢ whole have no need of ‘a phyfician, but' thofe

¢ that dre fiek. - I'came not'to call the righteous
¢ but-finners td fepentaﬂeé’ " THofé' who are not
fenfible that they are: *fmners; will tredt every
exhortation 'to. repéntdtice, a’ad évery oﬁ’er of
mercy, with difdain or defisnice:”

But. where ¢an we haved more affedting view
of the' corruption of éus niture, than in the
wrathof mas; when' ékerting itfelfin opprefiion,
cruelty;. and bloed ¢ It muft be owned, indeed,
that this' truth® 8 sbuhdantly manifeft in’ times
of 'the ‘greateft tratiquiltity. -~ Others may, if they
pleafe; treat the - votruption of ‘out’ nature as a
chimera; for my part, T fee it ¢very where, and
- .
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Y feel it every day. All the diforders in human.
fociety, and the greateft part even of the unhap-
“pinefs we are expofed to, arifes from the envy,
malice, covetonfnefs, and other lufts of man.
If e and all about us -were juft what we ought
to be jn all refpeéts; we fhould not need to go
any further. for heaven, for it would be upon-
earth. But war and violenge prefent a fpedtacle
ftill. more awful. How.affeQing is it to think,
that the luft of domination fhould be fo violent
and univerfal! That mea fhould fo rarely be
fatisfied with their own pofieflions and . acquifi-
tions, or even with the benefit that would arife
_ from mutual fervice,- but fhould leek upon the -
bappinefs and tranquillity of others, as an ob-
ftruction to their own. That, as if the great law
of nature were not enough, ¢ duft theu art, and
¢ to-duft thou fhalt return,’ they fhould be.fo
funouﬂy fet for the deftruction of each other. It
is fhocking to think, fiace the firft murder of
Abel by his brother Cain, what havock has been
made of man by man in every age. What is it
that fills the pages of hiftory, but the wars and
contentions of princes and empives ! What vaft
numbers has Jawlefs ambition brought into the
field, and delivered a3 2 prey to the deftructive
fword! .

Ir we dwell a little mpon the cxrcumﬁmces, .
they become deeply affecting. The mother
bears a child .with pain, rears him by, the la- .
bonous attendance of many years; yet in the

. prime

~
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prime ‘of life, in-the vigour of health, acd bloom
of beauty, iha ‘merhéfit- he is cat " downby the
dreadful - inftroments: of' *death. ¢ Every battlc
4 of the warrior is- with confufed noife, and
¢ gatments rolled in - blood 3’ ‘Bt the horror of
the fcehe is not' confined to the field of flaughter.
Few go there unrelated, or fall wilamented ; in
every hoftile encounter;: what. mmuft-be the im-
preflion-upen the relations of the -deceafed ? The .

. boulies of the dead can only be feen,. or the crics -

of the dyimg heard forvafingle day; but many
days fhalt'not put an énd to the mourning of a
parent for a belovéd fony the joy-and fupport of
his age, or'of the'widow and helplefs offspring .
for 4 father, ‘taken awdy in the fulneb of health
and vigour.© - ¢ B

"Butif 'this miy be Juftly fuid of all wars be-
tween man-and man; what fhail'we be able to
fay that is {uitable to the abhorred fcene of civil
war bétween ‘citizen and citizen ? How deeply af-
feQing is-it, that thofe:whe are the fame in com-
plexion, the fame in blood, in language, and in
‘religion,"{hould, ‘notwithftanding, butcher one a-
nothér with -uirelenting rage, and glory in the

«dzed ?‘That men-fhbuld lay wafte the fields of their

feilow fubjetts, with whefe provifion they them-
felves had been often fed, and confume with de-

wvourinig -fire thofe' heufes; i which they had

woften found:'a hofpitable fhelter ?
+ ‘Fhefe things art apt.tv‘overéomé a weak mind
“with fear, or-overwhelm:#t with'forrow, and in

(¢} the
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the greateft number are apt to excite the higheft
indignation, and kindle up a fpirit of revenge.
If this laft has no other tendency than to dire&
and invigorate the meafures of ielf-defence, I do
not take upon me to blame it ; on the contrary,
I call it neceflary and laudable.

But what Imean at this time to. prove by the
preceding reflections, and wifh to imprefs on
vour minds, is the depravity of our nature.
¢ From whence come wars and fightings among
¢ you,” fays the Apoftle James, ¢ come they not
¢ hence, even from your lufts, that war in your
¢ members ?” Men of lax dnd corrupt principles,
take great delight in fpeaking to the praife of
human nature, and extolling its dignity, with-
cut diftinguithing what it was, at its firft crea-
-tion, from what it is in its prefent fallen ftate.
Thefe fine fpeculations are very grateful to a
‘worldly mind. They are alfo much more perni-
.cious to 'uncautious and unthinking youth, than
even the temptations to.a diflolute and fenfual
1ife, againft which they are fortified by the dic-
tates of natural confcience; and a fenfe of public -
fhame. But I appeal from thefe vifionary rea-
fonings to the. hiftory of all ages, and the in-
flexible teftimony of daily experience. Thefe
will tell us what men have been in their prattice,
‘and from thence you may judge what they are
by nature, while unrenewed. If I am not mif-"
taken, a cool and candid attention, either to the
paft hxﬁory, or prefent ftate of the world, but

above
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above all, to the ravages of lawlefs power, ought
to humble us in the duft. It fhould at once lead
us to acknowledge the juft view given us in {crip-
ture, of -our loft ftate; to defire the happy in-
fluznce “of renewing grace each for ourfelves;
‘and t@ long for thz dominion of rightcoufnefs
and peace, when-¢ men fhall beat their fwords
¢ into plow-fhares, and their {pears into pruning
¢ hooks 3 when nation fhall not lift up fword a-

¢ gainft nation, neither fhall they learn war any
¢ more.’ .

O2 . 2. The

F I cannot help embracing this ‘opportunity of
making a remark or two upon a virulent reflexion
thrown out againft this doétrine, in a well known
_ pamphlet, Comrmon Senfe. The author of that work
exprefles himfelf thus; ¢ If the firft king of any
¢ country was by ele&tion, that likewife eftablifhes
¢ a precedent for the next; for to fay, that the
right of all future generations is taken away, by
the a& of the firk elefors, in their choice not .
only of a king, but of a family of kings for ever,
hath no parallel in or out of fcripture, but the
do&rine of original fin, which  fuppofes they free
will of al men loft in Adamj; and from f{uch
comparifon, it will admit of no other :. hereditary
fucceffion can derive no glory. For as in Adam
all finned, and as in the fir®k ele@ors all men
obeyed ; as inthe one alf' miankind were fubjeéted
to Satan, and in the otherto' Sovéreignty; as-
our.innocence.was loft in the firft, and our au-
‘thority in the laft ; and as both difable us from
- ¢ re-afluming fome former ftste snd privilege, it
s unanfwerably follows, that original fin and here-

¢ ditary,

. o
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2. The wrath of man praifeth God as it is the
inftrument in his hand for bringing finners to re-
pentance, and for the corretion and improve-
ment of his own children. Whatever be the na-
ture of the afllition with which he vifits either
perfons, families, or nations; whatever be the
difpofition or intention of thofe whofe malice he
employs as a fcourge, the defign on his part is; to
rebuke men for iniquity, to bring them to repen~
tance, and to promote their holinefs and peace.

The

¢ ditary fucceflion are parallels. Difhonourable
¢ rank ! Inglorious conneflion! Yet the moft
¢ fubtle fophift cannot produce a jufter fimile*.
Without the fhadow of reafoning, he is pleafed to.
xeprefent the doétrine of original fin as an obje& of
contempt or abhorrence. I beg leave to demur a
a little to the candor, the prudence, and the juftice
of this proceeding. '
1. Was it modeft or candid for a perfon without
name or charaler, to talk in this fupercilious man-
ner of a do&@rinc that has been efpoufed and defen-
ded by many of the greateft and beft men that the
world ever faw, and which makes an eflential part of
the «rablithedCreedsand Confeflions of all the Pro-
teftant churches without exception I thought the
grand modern plea had been, freedom of {entiment,
und charitable thoughts of one another. Are fo.
many of us, then, beyond the reach of this gentle-
man’s chatity ? I do affure him that fuch prefump-
tion and felf-confidence are no recommendation to
me either of his charater or {entiments.
2. Was it prudent, when he was pleading a pub-
lic caufe, to fpeak in fuch opprobrious terms of a
, do&rine
* Common Senfé, page 1v. Bradfords editzan.

PO



ower the Paffions of Men. 161

The falutary nature, and fan&ifying influence of
afflition in general, is often taken notice of in
fcripture, both as making part of the purpofe of
God, and the experience of his faints. ¢ Now, no
¢ affliction,’ fays the apoftle, ¢ for the prefent
¢ feemeth to be joyous, but grievous : Neverthe-
¢ lefs afterward it yieldeth the peacable fruit of
¢ righteoufnefs unto them which are exercifed
¢ thereby.” But what we are particularly led to
obferve by the fubjet of this difcourfe is, that the
03, * wrath .

do&rine, which he knew, or ought to have known, .
was believed and profeffed by, I fuppofe, a great
majority of very different denominations? Is this.-
gentleman ignorant of humsa nature, as well as-an .
enemy to the Chriftian faith 2 Are men fo little te-
nacious of their religieus fentiments, whether true .
or falfe? The prophet thought otherwife, who -
faid, ¢ Hath a nation changed their gods which yet
¢-are no gods 2’ Was it the way.to obtain the fa-
vour of the public, to-defpife what they hold fa-
cred? Or fhall we fuppofe this author fo aftonith-
ingly ignorant, as to think.that all men now, whofe
favour is worth afking, have given up the do&rinc .
of the New-Teftament ? If he does, he is greatly -
miftaken. . )

3. In fine; I a&, where was the juftice of this
proceeding ? Ts there fo little to be faid for the
do&rine of original fin, that it is not to be refuted,
but defpifed? Isthe ftate of the warld fuch, as ta
render this doftrine not only falfe, but incredible ?-
Has the fruit been of fuch a quality as to exclude
all doubts of the goodnefs of the tree ?—On the
contrary, I cannot help being of opinion, that ﬁ;ch

hiss ..

s
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wrath of man, or the violence of the oppreffor,
praifeth God in this refpeét, that it has a peculiar
tendency to alarm the fecure confcience, to con-
vince and humble the obftinate finner. This is
plain from the nature of the thing,and from the
teftimony of experience. Public calamity, par-
ticularly the deftroying fword, is fo awful that it
cannot but have a powerful influence in leading
men, to confider the prefence and the power of
God. It threatens them not only in themfelves,
but touches them in all that is dear to them,
whether relations or pofleflions, The prophet

_1faiah fays, “Yea, in the wayof thy judgments,

¢ O Lord, have we waited for thee,—~for when
¢ thy judgments are in the earth, the inbabitants
¢ of the world will learn righteoufnefs.” - He con-
fiders it as the moft powerful mean of alarming
the fecure, and fubduing the obftinate. ¢ Lord,
¢ when thy hand is lifted up, they will not fee,
¢ but they fhall fee and be afhamed for their envy
¢ at the peopie; yea, the fire of thine enemies
¢ fhall devour them.” It isalfo fometimes repre-
fented asa fymptom of a hopelefs and irrecovera-
ble ftate, whgn public judgments have no effet.
Thus fays the prophet Jeremiah, ¢ O Lord, are

: not

has been the vifible flate of the world in every age
as cannot be accounted for on any other principles,
than what we learn from the word of God, that
¢ the imagination of the heart of man is only evil
* from his youth and that continually,’ Gen. vi. §.
w=viii, 21,
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¢ not thine eyes upon the truth ? thou haft ftrick-
¢ en them, but they have not grieved ; thou haft
¢ confumed them, but they have refufed to re-
¢ ceive correction: They have made their faces

¢ harder than a rock, they have refufed to return.’.

We can eafily fee in the hiftory of the children of
1frael, how fevere firokes brought them to fub-
miffion and penitence: ¢ When he {lew them,
" ¢ then they fought him; and they returned and
¢ enquired early after God; and they remember-
¢ ed that God was their rock, and the high God
¢ their redeemer.’ Both nations in general, and
private perfons are apt to grow remifs and lax in
atime of profperity and feeming fecurity; but
when their earthly comforts are endangered or
withdrawn, it lays them under a kind of neceffity
to feek for fomething better in their place. Men
muft have comfort from one quarter or another.
‘When earthly things are in a pleafing and pro-
mifing condition, too many are apt to find their
reft, and be fatisfied with them as their only por-
tion. But when the vanity and pafling nature of
all created comfort is difcovered, they are compel.

led to loek for fomething more durable as well as

valuable. What therefore can be more to the
praifeof God, than that when a whole people
have forgotten their refting place, when they
have abufed their privileges, and defpifed their
mercies, they fhould, by diftrefs and fuffering,
be made to hearken to the rod and return to
Sheir duty ?

There

'
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There is an inexpreffible depth and variety i«

the judgments of God, as in all his other works ;.
but we may lay down thisas a certain principle,
that if there were ho fin, there cculd be no fuf>
fering. Therefore they are certainly for the cor-
retion of fin, or for the trial, illuftration, and
perfeting of .the grace and virtue of his own

people. We are not to fuppofe, that thofe who-

fuffer moft or who fuffér fooneit, are therefore
more criminal than others. Our Saviour him-
felf thought it neceﬁ'ary to give a caution againft
this rath conclufion, as we are informed by the
evangelift Luke; ¢ There were prefent at that
¢ feafon, fome that told him of the Galileans,
¢ whofe blood Pilate had mingled with their fa-
¢ crifices.. And Jefus anfwering, faid unto them,
¢ Suppofe ye that thefe Galileans were finners a-
¢ bove all the Galileans, becaufe they fuffered
¢ fuch things ? I tell you, nay; but except ye re-
¢ pent, ye fhall all likewife perith.’ I fuppofe we
may fay, with fufficient warrant, that it often

. happens, that thofe for whom God hath defigns .
of the greateft mercy, are firft brought to the tri- .

al, that they may enjoy, in due time, the falutary
effet of the unpalatable medicine.-

I muft alfo take leave to obferve, and T hope
no pious humble fufferer will be unwilling to
make the application, that there is oftena difcer-
nible mixture of fovereignty and righteoufnefs in

providential difpenfations. It is the prerogative -

of God to do what he will with his own ; but he

oftenr .



ever the Paffions of% 165

often difplays his juftice itfelf, by throwing inte
the furnace thofe, who, though they may not be
vifibly worfe than others, may yet have mare to
anfwer for, as having been favoured with more
diftinguifhed privileges, both civil and facred.
It is impoffible for us to make a juft and full
comparifon of the charadter either of perfons or
nations, and it would be extremely foolith for
any to attempt it, either for increafing their own
fecurity, or impeaching the juftice of the Su-
preme Ruler. Let us therefore neither forget
the truth, nor go beyond it. ¢ His mercy fills
¢ the earth’ He is alfo “‘known by the judg-
¢ ment which he executeth.” The wrath of man
in its moft tempeftuous rage, fulfils his will, and
finally promotes the good of his chofen.

-3. 'The wrath of man praifeth God, as he
fets bounds to it,or reftrains it by his providence,
and fometimes makes it evidently a mean of pro-
moting and illuftrating his glory.

There is no part of divine providence in which
a greater beauty and majefty appzars, than when
the Almighty Ruler turns the counfels of wicked
men into confwfion, and makes them militate a-
gainft themfelves. If the Pfalmift may be thought
to have had a view in this text to the truths il-
luftrated in the two former obfervations, there is
no doubt at all that he had a particular view to
this, as he fays in the latter part of the verfe,
¢ the remainder of wrath fhalt thou reftrain.’

The feripture abounds with inftances, in which
the
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the defigns of oppreflors were cither wholly difap-
pointed, or in execution fell far thort of the ma-
lice of their intention ; and in fome they turned
out to the honour and happinefs of the perfons
or the people, whom they were intended to de-’
ftroy. 'W¢ have an inftance of the firft of thefe
in the hiftory to which my text relates *. We

have alfo an inftance in Efther, in which the -

moft mifchievous defigns of Haman, the Son of
Hamedatha the Agagite, againft Mordecai the
Jew, and the nation from which he {prung, tur-
ned out at laft to his own deftruction, the ho~
nour of Mordecai, and the faxvatlon and peace of
his people.

From the New Teftament I will make chou:e
of that memorable event on which the falvation
of believers in every age refts as its foundation,
the death and fufferings of the Son of God.
This the great adverfary, and all his agents and-
inftruments, profecuted with unrelenting rage.
‘When they had blackened him with flander,
when they had fcourged him with fhame, when
they had condemned him in judgment, and nailed
khim to the crofs, how cquld they help efteeming
their victory complete ? But, oh the unfearcha-
ble wifdlom of Ged! they were but perfeting.
the great defign laid for the -falvation of finners.
: Our blefled Redeemer, by his death, finithed his
work,

* The matter is fully ftated and reafoned upon

by the prophet Ifaiah, chap. x. from the §th to thc
19th verfe.

~
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work, overcame principalities and powers, and
made a thew of them openly, triumphing over
them in his crofs. With how much juftice do
the apoftles and their company offer this doxolo-
gy to God? €They lift up their voice with one
" ¢ accord and faid, Lord, thou art God which haft
¢ made heaven and earth, and the fea, arid all
¢ that in them is: who bythe mouth of thy
¢ fervant David haft faid, Why did the heathen
¢ rage, and the people imagine vain things ? The
¢ kings of the earth ftood up, and the rulers
¢ were gathered together againft the Lord, and a-
¢ gainft his Chrift. For of a truth, againft thy
¢ holy child Jefus, whom thou haft anointed,
¢ both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen-
¢ tiles, and the people of Ifrael, were gathered
¢ together, for to do whatfoever thy hand and
¢ thy counfel determined before to be done.’

In all after ages in conformity to this, the
deepeft laid contrivances of the prince of dark-
nefs, have turned out to the confufion of their au-
thor ; and I know not but, confidering his malice
and pride, this perpetual difappointment, and the
fuperiority of divine wifdom, may be one great
fource of his fuffering and torment. The crofs
hath fiill been the banner of truth, under which
it hath been carried through the world. Perfecu-
‘tion has been but as the furnaceto the gold, to
purge it of its drofs, to manifeft its purity, and
-increafe its luftre. It was taken notice of very
early, that the blood of the martyrs was the feed

' of
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of Chriftianity ; the more abundantly it was fhed
the more plentifully did the harveft grow. -

So certain has this appeared, that the moft
violent infidels, both™ of early and of later- ages,
have endeavoured to‘iccount for it, 4nd have ob~
ferved, thit there is a’ fpitit’ of obftinacy in man,
which inclines him to réfift violence, and that.
feverity doth but increaft oppofition, be the
caufe what it will. " They fuppofe that perfecuti-
onis equally proper to propagate truth and er-
ror. This, though in part true, will by ne means
generally hold.  Such’ an apprehenfion, however,
gave occafion to a glorious'triumph of divine pro-
vidence, of an oppofite kind, which I muft thort-
ly relate to you. One of the Roman emperors,
Julian, furnamed the  apoftate, perceiving how
impoffible it was to fupprefs the gofpel by vio-
Ience, endeavoured to extinguith it by neglect and
fcorn. He left the Chriftians unmolefted for
-fome time, but gave all manner of encouragement
to thofe of oppofite principles, and particularly to
the Jews, out of hatred to the Chriftians; and
that he might bring public difgrace upon the Ga-
lileans, as he affeéted to ftile them, he encouraged
the Jews to rebuild the temple of Jerufalem, znd
vifibly refute the prophecy of Chrift, that it fhould
lye under perpetual defolation. But this pro-
" fane attempt was fo fignally fruftrated, that it

ferved as much as any one circumftance to fpread
the glory of our Redeemer, and eftablifh the
faith of his faints. Itis affirmed by fome ancient
' ‘ authors
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iuthors, particularly by Ammianus Marcellinus,
a heathen hiftorian, that fire came out of the
earth and confumed the workmen when laying
the foundation. But in whatever way it was pre-
vented, it is beyond all controverfy, from the con-
curring teftimony of Heathens and Chriftians,
that little or no progrefs was ever made in it, and
that in a fhort time, it was entirely defeated.

It is proper here to obferve, that at the time
of the Reformation, when religion began to re-
vive, nothing contributed more to facilitate its
reception, and increafe its progrefs, than the
wviolence of its perfecutors. Their cruelty, and
the patience of the fufferers, naturally difpofed
men to examine and weigh the caufe to which

they adhered with fo much conftancy and refo- -

Tution. At the fame time alfo, when they were
;perfecuted in one city they fled to another, and
carried the difcoveries of Popifh fraud to every
part of theworld. It was by fome of thofe who
were perfecuted in Germany, that the light of
the reformation was brought fo early into Bris

. tain.

The power of divine providence appears with

‘the moft diftinguifhed lufire, when fmall and
inconfiderable circumftances, and fometimes, the

‘weather and feafons have defeated the moft for-

midable armaments, and fruftrated the beft con-

certed expeditions. Near two hundred years a-

go, the monarchy of Spain was in the height of

its power and glory, and determined to crufh the
3

interef}
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intereft of the reformation. They fent outa
powerful armament againft Britain, giving it of-
tentatioufly, and in my . opinion -profancly, the
name of the Invincible Asmada. But it pleafed
God fo entirely to. difcomfit it-by tempedts, that
a f{mall part of it returned home, though no
Britifh force had been oppefed to itat alt..

‘We have a remarkable : inftance of-the mflus

ence of fmall circumiftances in providemce inthe . -

Englifh hiftory. 'The two moft remarkable per-
fons in the civil wars, had earneftly defired to
withdraw them{elves from the contentions of the
times, Mr Hampden and Oliver Coomwell: They
had attually taken.their paffage.in. a. thip for
New-England, when, by. an arbitary order of
council they were compelled to .remain at home.
The confequence of this was, that one of them
was the foul of the republican oppofition to
monarchical ufurpation during the civil wars;
and the other, in-the courfe of that conteft, was
the greateft inftrumenti:in bnngmg the tyrant ta
the block. [PEESTI .

The only other hx&onczlxemark I am to make
is, that the violent perfetutnon which many emi-
nent Chriftians met with in England from their
- brethren,” who called themfelves Proteftants,
.drove them in. great numbers to a diftant part of
.the world, where the. light of the gofpel and
true religion were unknewn. Some:of the A-
“merican fettlements, particularly thofe in New-
ﬁngland, were chiefly made by them; and as

. they




over the Paffions of Men. . 1

they carried the knowledge of Chrift to'the dark
places of the earth, fo they continue themfelves
in as great a.degree of purity of faith, and ftri&t-
nefs of practice, or rathér agrester,: than is to be
found in'any proteftant church now in the
world. Dous not the wrath of man-in this in-
ftance praife God? Wius not the - accufer of the
brethren, who ftirred up their enemies, thus taken
i his own craftinefs; and his kingdom thaken
by the very: means which he employed to eftab-
lithitt.- - Lo o :

IL. I proceed now to the fecond general head,
which was to apply the. principles illuftrated’ a-
‘bove to our prefent fitwation, by imferences of
truth for ‘your inftruétion: and: ‘comfort, -and by
fuitable exhortations to duty’ in>this impoitant
crifis. And, .. oo ot o .

. In the firft place; T-would  take the opportunt-
. ty on this occafion, and from this' fubjed, to
-prefs every- hearer. to a- fincere. coticern for his
own foul’s falvation. There are times when the
_mind may be expetted to-be more awake to di-
v Pa © -+ -vine
s IPREE SN PR ’

+ Left this thould be thought a temporifing com-
pliment to the people of New-England, who have
been the firft- fufferers in the prefént’conteft, and
have fet fo.noble anh exzmple of invincible fortitude
in withftanding the violemce:.of oppreflion, I think
it proper to obferve, that the whole paragraph is
copied from a fermon on Pialm lxsiv. 22. preoared
and preached in Scotland, in tlie month of Au guft,
1758, :

°
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vine truth, @nd the confcimnce mere open to the
arrows of comviChon. than at-others. - A feafon
of: public judgment is of this kind, as appears
from:what has been already faid. ‘That curiofity
and. attention at leaft are raifed, in fomne degree,
is plain from the unufual throng of this affembly.
Can you have a dlearer view of the finfulnefs of
~ your nmature, than'when the rod of the oppreflor
1s lifted up; and when you fee men putting on
the habit of the warrior, and collefling on every
hand the weapons of hoftility and inftruents of

death ? I do not blame your ardour in preparing -

for the refolute defence of your temporal rights.
.But .confider,.I befeech yous the trudy infinite
importance of the faivation.of yowr fouls. Is-it
of mwch moment whether you and ‘'yaur children
fhalk be rich'or ipoory at:liberty or in bonds ? k
~it of much moment whether this beaatiful country
<finsibincrenfs mofronfulncs fom year to yeary
= being- caltivated by ative mdufiry, and pofleffed
by independent freemen, or the feanty prodece
of the negleted fields thall be eaten up by hung-
-1y publicans, while the'timid  owner trembles at
‘the tax-gatherér’s approach # And is it of lefs'mo-
‘ment my brethren, whether you fhall be the
heirs of gloty, or the heirs of hell? Is your fate
on earth for a few flecting years of fo much mo-
ment ? And-is it:of lefs :moment; what fhall be
your ftate’ through: endiefs ages ? Have you af-
fembled ‘together willingly to hear what fhall be
faid on public affairs; and to join in imploring
T the
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the bleffing of God on the councils and arms of
the United Colonies ? And can you be unconcern-+

" ed, what thall become of you for ever, when all

the morniuments of human- greatnefs fhall be laid
in afhes? For, ¢ the earth itfelf and all the
 works that are therein fhall be burnt up.’ -+
. “Wherefore, my beloved hearers, as the mini- .

firy of .reconciliation is committed, to me, ¥ be-
feech you in'the moft earneft manner, to attend
to %,the things that belongto your peace, before
¢ they are hid from your eyes.” How foon, and
in what manner a feal fhall be fet upon the cha~
raéter and-ftate of every -perfon here prefent, it
is-.impoflible to know ; for he'.who only can

-know does not think 'proper to- reveal it. But

you may reft affured, that: there is no time more:
duitable, and that there is none {o fafe-as that.
-which 1is ‘prefent, fince it is wholly uncertain:
whether any other fhall be yours.- Fhofe. who:
fhall -firft fall in battle, have not many- more:
warnings to receive. There are fome few daring,
and hardened finners ‘'whodefpife- eternity- itfelf,.
and fet .their maker at .defiancer ; but the far
.greater number, by flaviag off their convictions
to a more convenient feafon, have been taken
unprepared, and thus etermally lof I would
therefore earneftly prefs the apoftle’s exhortation,

- ¢ We then, as workers. together -with him, be-

* feech you-alfoy thatvye:receive not the grace of
¢ God in vain::: for he faith, Fhave heard thee

"# in.atime accepted;. and in the day of falvation.

P3 . ¢ have
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¢ fjave I fuccoured thee: Behold, now is the ac.
.¢ cepted time ; behold, ‘now xstheday of falva-
€ tion.

Suffer me to befeech you, wtathcn to give
you warning ®ot to reit fatisfied . with a form of
godlinefs, denying the power thereof.. There can
.be no true religion, till there be a difeavery of
.your loft ftate by mature and pradtice, and an.un-
feigned acceptance of Chrik Jefus, :as be is of-
fered in the-gofpel. Unhappy they whe. either
defpife his mercy, er are afhamed of . his crofs }
Believe it, ¢ there is no falvasion in any ether.
¢ There is no other mame under heaven given
* among men by which we maft be faved.” Un-
lefs you ave united to him by a kvely faith, not
the refentment of 2 haughty monatch, but the
fwerd of divine juftice hengs over you, and the
fulnefs of divine vengeance fhell fpeedily ower-
take you. 1 do not fpeak this onmly to the
.heaven-daring prefligate, or gravelling fenfinalift,
hut te every infenfible fecure finner ; to alf thode
however decent and orderly in their civil depart-
ment; whae live to themfelves, and have their
part and portion in this life ; m fime, to ait who
awe yet in 2 fiate of ature, for ¢ except 3 man he
“ bor : again, he: eannot f¢e the kingdem of
¢ God? The fear of man may make you hide
.your profanity; prudence and experienre may
'makeyonzbhor intempemmandi riot; 25 you

" advance in life, one vice may fupplant amother
and hold: its place; bus nothing. kefs than. the
fovereign

- m— - -

. Etma—- e S
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fovereign grace of God can: produce a faving
change of heart and temper, or fit youw for- his
immediate prefence.
. 2.-From what has been faid upon thwﬁb;e&
‘you may fee what ;ground there is to give” praife
to God for his'fasours already beftowed on us,
refpecling the public’ caufe..” It would. be a cri-
minal inattention: not'to obferve the fingulur in-
terpofition . of providence hitherto, in behalf. of
-the American colonies. It is, however, impoffible
for me, in a fingle: difcourfe, as well as improper
at this time; to-ge through cvery fiep of our paft
tranfaftions:; I muft - therefore content myfelf
with 2 few remarks. :How many difcoveries
‘ave ‘been mude of the defigns of enemies in
-Britain and among curfgves, 'in 2 mammer. as un-
expo@ted to-us as ta thetn, and in fuch feafon us
-to prevent their effeét? What farprifing fuccefs
-has attended our encounters; in almof-every in-
#ance 2 Has not the boafte.! difeipline of regular
and veteran foldiers been twrned into confufion
and difmay before the new and maiden' courage
‘of frec mem, in defence, of thew property and
wight ¢ .In what . great. mercy has- hloed been
fipared enthe-fide of this injured country ? Some
.mportant: si@aries in the fouth have been gained.
‘with fo lLittle lofs, ‘that . enemies - wilt - probably
-think it has been diffembled ; as many, ever of
.surfctves thought, sill time rendered it undeniable.
‘Buti thefe were comparatively of finall moment.
Thcﬁgnaladuamagemhauegzimdbythe

evacuation
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evacuation of Bofton, the thameful flight of the
army and navy of Britain, was brought about
without the lofs of a man. To all this we may
add, that the counfels of our enemies bave been
vitibly confounded, fo that I believe I may fay
with truth, that there is hardly any ftep which
they have taken, but it has operated firongly a-
‘gainft themfelves, and been more in our favour
than if they had followed a contrary courfe.
While we give praife to Ged the fupreme dif-
-pofer of all events, for his interpofition in our
-behalf, let us guard againft the dangerous errar
of trufting in, or boafting of an arm of flefh. I
could earneftly wifth, that' while our arms are
crowned with fuccefs, we might content our-
felves with a modeft afcription of it to the power
of the higheft. It has given me 2 great uneafi-
.pefs to read fome oftentatious, vaunting expref-
.fions in our news papers, though happily, I think,
much refirained of late. Let us not return to
_them again. H I am not miftaken, not only the
~.holy fcriptures in general, and the truths of
:the glorious gafpel in particular, but the whole
-courfe of providence feems intended to.abafe the-
-pride of man, and lay the vain-glorious in the
.duft. How many inftances. does hiftary furnith
-us with of thofe whe, after exulting. over, and
" defpifing their enemies, were ﬁgnally and fhame-
fully defeatcd‘? The truth is, I believe, the
. remark

# There is po. ﬁory better known in Britifh hif-
- tory
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xcmatk may be applied suniverfally, .and we may
fay, that through the whoie frame of nature, and
the wholei fiiftemy of human life, that which
promifes moft, performsthe leaft. The flowers
of fineft ‘colour fdldom have the fweeteft frag-
rance. :The trees of quickek growth or faireft
formy are feldom of the greateft value or dura.
tior. Deep waters move with leaft:noife. Men
who thiwk moft are feldom talkative. And I
think it holdg-as mach in - war as in. any thing,
that every boafter is a cowdrd. . - - o=
Pardon' gme, my iwethren, for infifting fo
much ¥pbn this which :may feem but an immate-
rial circumftanee. ~ It-isin my gpinion of very
great- mdment.- I:look’upolt oftentation and con-
fidence to be a fort of dutrage upon providence,
and when % becomes general;- and. infufes itfelf
into the fpirit of a people, it'ls a forerumer of de-
fruflion. - Hew doed’ Golith the - champion,
armed in 2 moft: forinidable manner, exprefs his
difdzin of David the ftipplingwith his fling and
his'ftone ? ¢ Arid when the Philiftine looked a-
¢ bout and: faw David, he difdained him: for he
¢ was but a’youth, and' ruddy, and.of a fair
¢ countenince, - And *the Philiftine fhid -amo

¢ David, Amila dog, that thou comeft unto me
" '¢ with ftaves ? And tHe Philiftine cutfed David

“by

j&ory,,th;n’ that the 6fl§cen‘of the French vs;li'my‘, the

night pxeceeding the battle of Agincourt, played
at dicé for Englrlh prifoners before they took them,
and the next day were taken by thema,
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¢ by his gods; and the Philiftine faid to David,

¢ Come to me and I will give thy flefh unto the.

¢ fowls of the air, and to the beafts of the field.”
But how juft and modeft the reply ! ¢ Then faid
¢ David to the Philiftine, thou comeft to me ‘with
¢ afword, and with a fpear, and with a fhield ;
¢ but I come unto theein the name of the Lord
* of hofts,the God of the armies of Ifrael, whom
¢ thou haft defied.” I was well pleafed with a
remark of this kind, thirty years ago, in a pamph-
let, in which'it was obferved, that there was a
great deal of profane oftentation in the names
given to fhips of war, as the Vi¢tory, the Valiant,
the Thunderer, the Dreadnought, the Terrible,
the Fire-brand, the Furnace, the Lightning, the
Infernal, and many more of the fame kind. This
the author confidered as a fymptom of the nation-
al charaCter and manners, very unfavourable, and
not likely to obtain the blefling of the God of
. Heaven {.

’ 3. From

‘T T am fenfible that one or two of thefe were
fhips taken from the French, which brought their
names with them. But the greatef number had
their names impofed in England ; and I cannot
help obferving, that the vitory often celebrated
as the finefl fhip ever built in Britain, was loft in
‘the njght without a ftorm, by fome unknown ac-
cident, and about twelve hundred perfons, many
of them of the firft families in the nation, were
‘buried with it in thedeep. I do not mean to infer
any thing from this, but, that we -ought to live

under




- over the Paffions of Meu. 179

3. From wh’at has been faid you may learn,
‘what encouragement you have to put your truft -
in God, and hope for his affiftance in the prefent
important conflit. He is the Lord of hofts,
great in might, and firong in battle. Whoever
hath his countenance and approbation, fhall have
the beft at laft. I do not mean to fpeak pro-
phetically, but agreeable to the analogy of faith,
and the principles of God’s moral government.
Some have obferved, that true religion, and, in
her train, dominion, riches, literature, and arts,
have taken their courfe in a flow and gradual
manner, from eaft to weft fince the earth was
fettled after the flood, and from thence forbode
the future glory of America. Ileave this asa
matter rather of conjeture than certainty ; but
" obferve, that if your caufe’is juft,—if your prin-
ciples are pure,—and if your condu is prudent,
you need not fear the multitude of oppofing
hofts.

If your taufe is juft—you may look with con-
fidence to the Lord, and intreat him to plead it
as his own. You' are all my witnefles, that this
is the firft time of my introducing any political
fubject into the pulpit. At this feafon, however,

.

under the pra&ical perfuafion of what no man will
doétrinally deny, that there is no warsing with the
elements, or with him who direés their force; thathe. .
is able to write difappointment on the wifeft human
fchemes, and by the word of his power to fruftrate
the efforts of the greatelt monarch upon easth.
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it is'not’ dnly Tawhilbut fécéflary § and T willing-
ly embrace the 6ppbﬂ.‘nn§ty of ‘decling triy ds
pinion without''any hefitativn, that the reaufe
in which America is nowin arfiis) i9the chufe of -
juffice, of liberty, and 'of Hurfvdri flturec’  Sorfir
as we have hitlerto' prodeeded, 1 v fatisfiod
that the cOnfcderacy of the coloniésyhas dot- becn
the effect of pride, rdé‘ntha&i&f, of' feditioly; bt
of a deep and " geheéral’ convidtior, thet dur'civil
and’ religious libérties,” and’ confEquentty in. 2
great meafure the temporal and etérnal bappinefs
of us and our pofterity ‘depended on' the iffne.
The &nowlcdge of God and his truths has from
the beginning of the world been! chiely, if mot
_entirely confined tb theft parts of the earth,
where fome degree of Tiberty and political juftice
were to be feen, and great were ‘the- difficulties
with which they had to fruggle fomy the ifn.
perfeftion of huhan fociety, and the @njuft de-
cifions of ufurped authority “There is not a
Tingle inftance in hiftory in which civHl liberty
was loft; and refigious llB&rty preferved éntire.
If therefore we yield up-our temporal propetty,
we at the fame time defiver the- con’fcichce into
bondage. =~ - T
" You fhall not, mybrethrcn, hear from mein
‘the pulpit, what you have never heard from me
in canverfanon I miean, railing at the king"pet- -
fonally, or even his minifters and the parhanmnt,
apd peaple of Britain as fo many barbarows fa-
vages. Many of theu- aétions havé ‘probably
been
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Been worfe than their intentions. That they
* fhould defire unlimited dominion,- if they can
. obtain er preferve it, isneither new nor wonder-
ful. I donet refufe fubmiffion to their un_luﬂ

claims, becaufe they are corrupt or profligate, al-.
though probably many of them are {o; but be-.

caufe they are men, and therefore liable to all
the felfith bias infeparable from human nature.
I call this claim unjuft of making laws to bind us
in-all cafes whatfoever, becaufe they are feparated
from us; independent of us, and have an intereft
in oppevﬁng us. Would any man who could pre-

vent it, give up his eftate, perfon, and family,

- o the difpofal of his neighbour, although he had
fiberty to chufe the wifeft and the beft mafter?
Burely not. This is the true ‘and proper hinge
~of the controverfy between Great-Britain and
America.: It is however to be added, that fuch
is their diftance from us, that a wife and prudent
adminiftration of our affairs is as impoflible as the
claim of authonty is unjuft. Such is and muft
be their ignorance of the ftate of things here,
‘fo-much time muft elapfe before an error can be

feen and remedied, and fo much injuftice and

partiality muft be expected from the arts and mif-
reprefentation of interefted perfons, that for

thefe colonies to depend wholly upon the legifla- °

ture of Great-Britain, would be like many other
oppreﬁ}vc connexions; injury to the mafter, and
Fuin to the flave.

The managemcnt of the war- itfelf on their

- Q_ » part,
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part, would - furnith new ‘proof of this, if any

wete needful.  Is it net manifeft’with ahat abe
furdity 'and impropriefy they live’ Gondudted
their own défigns ¥ 'We had. nothing o' much to
fear” as diffenfion; and ‘they 'have, by wanton
and’ unnecéflary ctuelty, forcéd us into unions
At the famie ‘time to 1ét s fee' what we Havé to
expc@, and what would bé the fatal conféquence
of unlimited fubmiffich; ‘they have uniformly cal-
led thofe acts Lenity, which filled thu whiolé: ¢on-
tinent with refentrent and'horrot. 'The innef-
fable difdain exprefled by -our fellow fubjedt, in
faying; % That he wauld pot heirken to Ameri-
_ca, till fhe was at his feet,” bas armed more men,
and infpired inore deadly rage, than could have
been done by laying wafte a whole province with
fire and fword. Agdin, we wanted not numbers,
but time'; and they fent over handful after hand-
ful till we weré ready to oppofe 2 multitude great-
er than they have o fend. In fine, if there was
.one place ftrenger than' thie reft, and more able
" and willing to refift, there they made the attack,
and left the others til' they were duly informed,
completely infenfed, and fully furndhcd with
every Inftrument of war. -

I mention thefe things, my brethren, not only
s goounds of confidence i God, who can eafily
.overthrow the wifdom of the wife, but as decifive
proofs - of the impoffibility of thefe great and
growing ftates, being fafe and happy when cvery
part of theu' internal polity is dependent on Great

Britain,

T e emmee e
. . "
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Britain.  If, on accoum; of their diftance, and
ignorance of, our ﬁmau,ox;, ;hey could: not con~
dutt their own. quarrel  with propriety. for one
year, haw can. they, give divedtion and vigeur to
exery depaytmentu of our civil conftitutions from
age to age,? There. are fixed bounds to every
human;thing, [When t,hp brapches of a tree grow
very large.and weighty they. full off from. the
trunk. .. The fharpeft-fword.will nat pierce when
it cannot.reach. -, And:there is a certain diftance
from the feat of government, wherc an attempt
to rule will either produce ‘tyranny and helplefs
fubjection, or. proyoke reﬁ’(hmcco and effect a fe=
parations .

I have faid, lf ymn' pzmcxptes are fpure-—ﬁ-The
meaning of. this isy .if your..prefent oppofition to
the claims of the Britifh miniftry dogs not arife.
from a feditious and turbulent fpirit, or a wanton

_ contempt: of legal authority; from-a blind and

faltious attachment to particular. perfoms or par-
ties 3 or froma felfith rapacious- difpofition, and
a defire to'turn public confufien to- private pro-
fit—but from a concern for the intereft of your
country, and the fufety of yourfclves and yous
pofterity.  On this fubjetI canpot help obferv-
ing, that though.it would:be a miracle if there |
were not many felfifh perfons among:usy and dif-
coveries now and’ then made.of mean and. interefs
ted tranfations, yet they have been eomparative-
ly inconfiderable both in number and. effe®. In
geneml,,.there has been:fo. great: a«degrec of pub-~
Q2 v ¢ lic
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lic fpirit, that we have ‘uch more ‘reafon to be
thaukful for its- vigour' and prevalence, than to
wonder at the few uppearances of' difhonefty or
difaffection. . It would ‘be very uncandid to af-
cribe the yniverfal ardour -that has prevailed a-
mong -all ranks of men; and the fpirtted exertions
in the moft diftant colenies to-uny thihg elfe than
‘public fpirit., Norwis there: ¢ver perhaps in hif~
tory fo general a’commiotion: frem' which veligi-
* - ous- differences have ‘been’ fo entitely  exchuded..
Nothing of this kind has as yet been heard, ex-
cept of late in the abfurd, bat -malicicgs and de-
teftable attempts of out few remaining enemies to.
introduce them. At the fame time I muft alfo, -
for the  honour of - this -country obferve, that
though governmment in the anc¢ient forms has:been
{o long unhinged, and in'fome eolonies not fuf-
ficient care taken to::fubftitute anether in its.
place ;- yet has there been, by comimon -confent,
- much greater degree of order and public peace, ~
‘than men of reflexion and expertence foretold or
expetted.  From all thefe circumftances I con~
‘clude favourably of the principles of the friends
of liberty, and do earneftly exhort ‘you to' adopt
‘and at upon thofe which have been defcribed,
and refift the influence of every other.

Once more § 'if'to the juftice of your caufe, and:
-the purity of your principlesyou add prudence in-
-your condudl, there will be the greateft reafon to-

hope, by the :blefling of God, for profperity and’
_ fuccefs. By ptudence in conduéhng this  impor-.
: tant
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tant firuggle,, dhave chiefly in viewunicn; firm+
nefs, - and patience, Ewvery . body muft . perceive -
. the abfolute. neceflity of union: - It is-indeed in
every body’s:mouth, and therefore, inftead of at~-
tempting to -conyince - you: of its importance, I
will only icaution.yow. againfk. the ufual caufes of -
divifion, .. If. perfons of every: rank,. inftead of °
implicitly. complying -with the ¢rders-of thofe
whom .they, themfelves-have. chofen. to dired, .
* will needs judge every meafure over- again, when
it comes-to- be- put in:execution : - if different
clafles of men-intermix- their little private views, .
or clathing intereft. with public affairs, and mars-
fhal into parties, the merchant againft the land--
holder, and the landholder againft the merchant : -
f local previncial pride and : jealoufy: arife, and -
you allow - yourfelves to fpeak with contempt of ~
the courage, charater, manners, or even - lan~-
guage of particular places; you are doing a-great- -
er injury to the comndon caufe, than*you-are a- -
ware of. If fuch pradtices -are admitted :among
us, I.fhall look : upon it as one of the moft dan-
' gerous fymptoms, and if they become, gencral, a
prefage of approaching ruin.. = -

By firmnefs and- patlcm:e, I'mem a refolutc -
adherence to your duty, .and laying. yeur account
with many difficulties:.as well as, occafional. difap<
pointments. . In a former part of this» difcourfe, .
I'have cautioned you againfl oftentation and vain
glory. - Be pleafed "further ‘ta:obferve, that ex-
tremes often beget one another - the fame pers

- Qa3 fon&
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fons who exult extravagantly on fuceof, :are
generally moft lable to defpondent timidity- an-
every little inconfiderable defeat. Men of this.
charalter are the bane and corruption of -every:
fociety or party to which they belong s but ‘theg-
are efpecially the ruin of an-army, if -fuffered to:
continue in it. .Remember the viciflitude of hu.-
man things, and the ufual courfe-of : providence..
How often has a juft caufe beén irredueed to the-
loweft ebb, and yet when: firmly adhered tp, has.
become finally triumphrant- ? I £peak this now whie-
the affairs of the éolonies dre in fo profperaus a:
ftate, left this profperity itfelf thould render you-
lefs able to bear nmexpedted misfortunes—The:-
fum of the whole is, ‘that the blefling of God is.
only to be looked for by thofe whe' are not want--
ing:in the difcharge of their own duty. I would
- aeither have youto truft in an'arm ef flefh, nor
fit with folded hands to expe that miracles thould:
be wrought in your defence.~~This is a fin which
is in feripture ftiled: tempting God. 'In ‘oppofi--
tion to'it; I'would exhort you as Joab did the
hoft of frael, -who though he.does net appear to
“have had a fpotlefs charadter ‘througheut, cers
tainly-in this inflance fpoke like a prudent \ge-
neral and a-pious mam ¢ Be of goed eourage,
¢ and let us’ behave . ourfelves valiantly for-our
¢ peoplé, and for “the cities of our God ; and
¢ Jet the Lord do that which:is good im his fight.®
- 1 thall now conclude this difcourfe by fomeex-
hortations to duty, foundcd upon the truths,
' wlnch
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which have been illuftrated. above; and fuited to
the m;preftmg ftate of this copntry at the prefent
time; and, .

1. Suffer me.. tp rgcommend to you: an atten-
tu.xn ;mhc public-intereft of religion; or, in o-
ther words, zeal for the glory.of God and the
-goad of others.. .J; have, already endcavoured to
.exbort-finners. to. repentance 3 what I hav: here
48 view:is: to-point.out to you the copcern which
-every: good: man: qught to. take- ip the national
-charadier:and. manners,.and the means which he
-qught tor ufe for jpromoting public virtue, and
bearing: down impiety and vice., This is 2 mat-
ter of the-utmeof} moment, and . which ought to
e well underftopd, :both in. its nature and prin~
«iples. Nothing is mare certain than that a ge-
meral profligacy and corruption of manners makes
2 padple ripe for  deftruction, = A gaod. form of
Zovernment may- hold the rotten materjals to-
gether for fomettime, hut beyond a certain pitch
gven the beft conflitution. will be ipeffefiual,.and
flavery muft enfue. Qn the other hand, when
the manners of a nation are pure, when true.relie
gion;aad internal principles maingain their vigour,
the attempts of the moft powerfu] enemies to op-
prefs them are commonly baffled and difappoint-
ed. This will be found equally certain, whether
we confider the great principles of God’s moral
government, or the operation -and influence of
astural caufcs. ’ .
- : What
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Whiat follows from this ¢ That- he is the beft-
friend to American liberty, who: ia the moft Gaw--
cere and adtive in prometing true and undefiled
religion, and who fets himfelf’ with the. greateft
firmnefs to bear dewn: profanity.and immora-
lity of every kind.  'Whoever is an. avowed ene- -
my to God, I fcruplemot'. to call- him an enemy -
to his- country. 1o -net fuppofe, my brethrer, .
that I mean to recommend afurious:and angry:
zeal for the:circumfiantials-of 'religion; or the.
contentions of one fe&t with anether - about their -
peculiar -diftintions.-. I'do-not with- you to op--
pofe any body’s religion, but every bedy’s wick=--
ednefs. Perhaps there are few furer marks of the-
reality of religion, than when a man feels himfelf -
more joined in {pirit to a:truly holy:perfon of a dife -
' ferent denomination, than to an irregular liver of
his own, It is. therefere your ‘duty, in:this ime -
portant and critical feafon, .to exert yourfelves,
every one in - his proper fphere, to. ftem the tide
of prevailing wvice, to promote the knowledge of -
God, the reverence of his name and wo:ﬂnp,
obedxence to hislaws. . :

Perhaps you will afk, what it is that you are
vcalled to do-for this purpofe farther than your -
'own perfonal duty-? . I anfwer, this itfelf, when
taken in its proper extent, is not a littlé. The
nature and obligation of vifible religion is, I am
afraid little: underftood, and lefs”attended to.

Many from a real or pretended fear of the im«
putation of hypoerify, bagith from ‘their comver-

- fation
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fition anrd carriage, evety appearance of refpet
and fubmiffion te the living Ged. What a weak-
nefs and-meannefs of fpirit does it difcover for a
man to; be athamed, in:the prefence iof his fellow
finners; to profefs: that reverence te alinighty
God which he inwardly feels ! The truth is, he
makes himfelf truly liable to the accufation which
he means toavoid. ;1 It isas-genuine and perhaps
2 :more-culpable: hypocrify.te. appesr 10 have lefs
religion than. you veally :have, ;than -to appear to
have more, - This.-falfe: fhame isa more extenfive
-evil than: is commonly. apprehendeds  We. con-
tribute conftantly, though infenfibly, to form each
others characters and manners;..and therefore,
the ufefulnefs. of:.a firiQly-holy and conicientious
deportment is not confined to the pofiedor, byt
fpreads its happyinfluence: to all that are within
#ts reach. - F need fcarcely add, that in preporti-
on as men are diftinguithed by underftanding,
iterature;. age, rank, office; wealth, or any other
circumfbance, their example: wilk-be ufcfulonthp
ene hand, r pernicious on the ather.

But I cannot content myfelf with barely recom-~
mendinga filent example. - There is. a dignity in.
virtue which . is. entitled to -authority, and ought
to. claim it. In many.cafes it is the duty ofa good
man, by open reproof ard appofition, to wage
avar with profanenefs. Thereis a fcripture pre-
cept delivered in very fingular terms, to which.I
“beg your attention ; ¢ Thou fhalt not hate thy
¢ brother in thy heart, bnt fhalt in any waysre-

. ¢ buke
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¢ buke him, and not {uffer fin upon him.’  How
prone are many to’ reprefent reproof as flowing
from il nature and furlinefs of temper ? The
Spirit of God, on the conitrary, confiders it asthe
effect of inward hatred, or want of genuine love;
to forbear reproof when it fs. ncccﬁ'ary, or may
be ufeful. 1am fenfible there may, in fome cafc
es, be a reftraint from prudence, agreeably to
that caution of Solemon, ¢ Cift not your pearls

- ¢ before fwine, leaft they trample them under

¢ their feet, and turn again and rentyou” Of
this every man muft judge as well as he can for
himfelf; but certainly, either by open reproof, or
expreffive filence, of fpeedy departure from fuch
fociety, we ought to gua.rd againft being partakers.
‘of other mens fins. -

To this let me add, that if all men are. bound.
in fome degree, certain'clafles of men are under
peculiar obligations to the difcharge of this dutp.
Magiftrates, minifters, parents, heads of families,
and thefe whom-dge has rendercd venerable, are-
called to ufé their authorrty and influence for the
glory of God'and the good of others. Bad men
themfelwes difcover an inward convidtion of this,
for they are often’ liberal in- their reproaches of
perfons of grave charaers or religious profeffion,
ifthey bear with pattence ‘the pmfamty of others... .
Inftead of enlarging on the duty'of men in au-
thority it general, I'muft particularly recommend
this matter"to thoft who have the ‘command of
foldmrs inlifted for the.defencc of then- coumtry.

 The-

’ - s
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The caufe is f'atrcd and thg chaqxpxons for it
ought to be f\oly. Noth,mg is more, grieving ta,
the }\"art of a good man, | than, to hear from thofe
who ' are gomg to the ﬁeld, thc horr;d found of
curﬁng and blaf phemy 5, it cools the ardqur of his
prayers, as v well as abatq:s }us con,ﬁdcnce and hopc
in God. any more. cn'cumﬂances affet me in
fuch a cafc, than I qa.p enlarge ugon, or igdeed
eafily enuinerate at prefcnt 3 the glory .of God,
the intereft of the deluded finner, going like a
devoted vitim, .and 1mprecatmg vengeance on his
own hend as well as the caufe itfelf committed to
his care.’ We have fometimes taken the hberty
to forebode thc downfal of the Britifh empire,
from the corruption and degeneracy of the peo-,
ple. Unhappily the Bntnih foldiers have been
diftinguifhed among all the nations of Europe,
for the meft fhocking, pr?;famty. Shall we then
pretend to emulate them in this, infernal diftinc-
tion, or rob them of the orrid pr mln:ge 2 God
forbid, Let the ofﬁccrs of the Jarmy in, every de-
gree remembex thag as mnlntary fubJe{hon, while
it la&s, is the moﬁ complet-P of any, | it is in their
power greatly to refh‘am, xf not! wholly to bamﬂx,
this ﬂtgrant enorrmty o
2.1 exhcn-t all ‘who .are not; cal]cd tq go mt9
the field,’ to apply thcml’elves mth thc utmaft diy ;-
ligence to works of mduﬂry Ir.xs in your power,
hy this mc'ms, not only, to fupply t]he neceflities,
but to add to the ﬂrcngth of your country. Ha~
bits of induftry prcvaﬂmg in a fociety, not only
increafe
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ihcreafe its wealth, as their immediate effet, but
they prevent the introduction of many vices, and
are intimately conneéted with fobriety and good
morals. Idlenefs is the mother or nurfe of al-
moft every vice ; and want, which is its infepara«
ble companion, urges men on to the moft aban~
doned -and deftructive courfes. Indufiry, therew
fore, is a moral duty of the greateft moment, ab-
folutely neceflary to naticnal profperity, and the
fure way of obtaining the bleffing of God.” I
would aHo obferve, that in this, as in every other
part of God’s government, obedience to his will
is as much a natural mean, as a meritorious caufe
of the advantage we wifh to reap from it. In«
duﬁry brings up a firm and hardy raee. He who
is inured to the labour of the ficld; is prepared
for the fatigues of a campaign. The adtive tar
mer, who rifes with the dawn, and follows his
team or plow, muft in the end be an overmatch
for thofe effeminate and delicate foldiers, who are
nurfed in the lap of felf-indulgence, and: -whofe
greateft exertion is in the important preparation
for, and tedious attendence on, a mafquerade, or
midnight ball.

3. In the laft place, fuffer me to recommend
to you frugality in your families, and every other
article of expence. This the ftate of things a-
mong us renders abfolutely neceflary, and it
ftands in the moft immediate connection both
with virtuous induftry, and active public fpirit. -
Temperance in meals, moderation and decency

in
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in drefs, furniture, and eq\upage, have, 1 think,
generally Been chiri@terifticsof: a- diftinguithed
patriot. ~ And when ‘the'fimé fpirit "petvades-a
people in generdl, they are fit forcevery duty, and
able to éncounter the moft formidable enemy:
The genieral fubjéltiof-the préceeding difconrfe:
has'bec'd the' whdth of tienpiaifing ‘God. 1f the’
unJuﬁ opprcmb}: of’ your’ éneniies, whith with-
holds from’jou many of the wlualarticles of lax~
ury and magnificenice; Thall contribute'to make .
you clothe yoﬁrfelves and your- children with the
works ‘of 'your own -hands, and: cover "your
tables ' with * the' filutary produtions of your
own oil; it will Be a new iltuftration of the fame:
truth, 3nd i reaf happmefs o vourfelves ind-
your éountrf

* T éould with''to have every good thing done’
froth the pureft principles and the nobleft news.
Confider, ‘therefore; that the Chriftian chara@er,
particularly thie felf-denial of the: gofpel, {hould
extend to your:wholé¢ deportment. In the early
times of Chrif¥ianity, ‘when adult tonverts were
ddmitted to baptifm, they were atked among. o=
ther queftions, Do you. renounice thé world, its
fhews, its pomp, and its "vanities ? ‘I 'do. The
form of this is ftill preferved in the adminiftrati-
on of Haptifin, where we reriounce the devil, the,
world, and the flefh. " This certainly implies not
only abftaining from' aéts-of grofs intemperance
and cxcefs, but a h\lmlhty of carriage, a reftraint
- R and

[
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and moderation in all your defires. The fame€
thing, as it is fuitable to your Chriftian profeffi-
on, is alfo neceffary to make you truly indepen=-
dent in yourfelves, and to feed the fource of li= ~
berality and charity to others or to the public.
The riotous and wafteful liver, whofe craving ap-
petites make him conftantly needy, is and muft
be fubjet to many maftérs, according to the fay-
ing of Solomon, ¢ The borrower is fervant to the
¢ lender.” But the frugal and. moderate perfon,
who guides his affairs with difcretion, is able to
affift in public counfels by a free and unbiafled
. judgment, to fupply the wants of his poor breth-
ren, and fometimes, by his eftate and fubftance,
to give important aid to a finking country. ’
Upon the whole, I befeech you to make a
wife improvement of the prefent threatning af-
pect of public affairs, and to remember that your
duty to God, to your country, to your families
and to yourfelves, is the fame. True religion is
nothing elfe but an inward temper and outward
condudt, fuited to your ftate and circumftances
in providence at any time. And as peace with
God, and conformity to him, adds to the fweet-
nefs of created comforts, while we poflefs them,
fo in times of difficulty and trial, it is in the man
of piety and inward principle, that we may ex-
pect to find the uncorrupted patriot, the ufeful
citizen, and the invincible foldier. God grant
that in America, true religion and civil liberty
anay



over the Paffions of Men. 195

may be infeparable, and that the unjuft attempts
to deftroy the one, may in the iffue tend to the™ .
fupport and eftablifhmnent of both.

R2 AN ADDRESS
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A X

ADDRESS

TO THE

Nat.ves of Scotland, refiding in America

ountrymen and Friends,

S foon as. T had confented to the publication:

of the foregoing fermon, I felt an irrefifti-

ble defire to accompany it witha few words ad-
drefled to you in particular. I am certain T feel
the attachmrent of country as far asit is a virtuous
or laudable principle, perhapsit would be nearer
the truth to fay, as far as itis a natural and par-.
donable prejudice.  He who is fo pleafed may at-.
tribute it to this laft- when I fay, that I have nev-
er feen caufe to.be afhamed of the place of my
‘ birth;
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Birth ;3 that fince the revival of arts and letters in

- Eyrope, in the clofe of the fourteenth and begir--
ning of the fifteenth century, the natives of

" 8cotland have not been inferior to thofe of any
other eountry, for genius, erudition, military
prowefs, or any of thofe accomplithments which
improve or embellith human nature. When to
this it is added, that fince my coming to Ame-
rica at an advanced period of life, the friendthip
of my countrymen has been as much above my ex-
pectation as defert; I hope every reader will
confider what is now to be offered, as the effeét

“not only of unfeigned good-will, but of the moft:
ardent affection:

It has given me no little uneafinefs to hear the
word Scotch ufed as'a term of reproach: in the-
"American controverfy, which could only be upon
the fuppofition that firangers-of that: country are
more univerfally oppofed to the liberties of Ame-<
rica than thofe who were born in'South-Britain,
or in Irelandi I:am fenfible that this has been:
done in fome news-papers, and"contemptible a-
nonymous publications, in a manner that was nei-
-ther. warranted by truth, nor di¢tated by prudence.
There are many natives of Scotland in this coun-
try, whofe oppofition to-the unjuft: claims of

+ Great-Britain has been as early and uniform,
founded upon as rational and liberal principles, and
therefore likely to be as lafting, as that of any fet of
men whatever. As to Great-Britain itfelf, time
has now fully difcovered that the real friends of -
. R 3. America.
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* America in any part of that kingdom were very- ,
few ; and thofe whofe friendthip was difinteref-.
ted, and in no degree awing to their own politi--

cal tations, ftill fewer. The wife and valuable

part of the nation were, and. as yet: are, in a great
meafure ignorant of the ftate of things in this.

country ; neither is it eafy for the bulk.of a peo-
ple to fhake off their prejudices, and open their

‘eyes upon the great principles of univerfal liber-.
‘ty. It is therefore atleaft very difputable, whe-
ther there is any juft ground for the diftintion

between Scets and Englith on this fubjectat all.
This difpute, however, I do not mean to-enter

upon, becaufe it is of teo little moment to find a

place here, but fuppofing that, in fome provinces.

efpecially, the natives of Scotland have been toe-
much inclingd to fupport the ufurpations. of the-
parent ftate, I will firft endeavour to account for -

it, by afligning fome of its probable caufes ; and.

then offer a few confiderations which fhould in~.

duce them to wipe off the afperfion entirely, by
a contrary conduét.

Astothe firft of thefe, I will mention what I
fuppofe to have been the firft and radical caufe,
and which gave birth to every other, of the dif~
affection of fome of the natives of Scotland to the
juft pnv;leges of America. 'What I have in viéw
was, the friends of liberty, in many places of Ame-

rica, taking the part of, and feeming to confider-

themfelves as in a great meafure engaged in the:

fame caufe with that very diftinguifhed perfom,
*John

“

/

PO
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 John Wilkes, Efq of London, This 1 was done,l
_not only in many writings and: news-paper differ-.

tations, but one or two colonies, in fome of their
moft. refpeltable meetings, manifefted their at-
tachment to him, and {feemed:to confider him as.
their patron and friend. N© 43, which was the
moft. offenfive number of a worthlefs paper,
was repeated and echoed, by.the moft. filly and-
xidiculous allufions to it, through every part of the-
country, and by many who could not tell what.
whas fignified by the. term.

It will not be neceffary. to fiy muclson the pru--
dence of fuch. conduét, becaufe I fuppofe thofe
who expeted, Wilkes’s mob would pull down the
parliament-houfe, or thatthere would be infur-.
reftions all over the kingdom in-behalf of Ame-.
rica, are by this time fully fatisfied of their mif-
take. It appears now in-the cleareft. manner, that,
till very, lately thofe who feemed.to take the part
of America in-the Britifh parliament, never did
it on American principles. They either did not
underftand, or were not willing to admit, the
extent of ourclaim. Even the great Lord Chath-
am’s bill for- reconciliation would not have been
accepted here, and did not materially differ from
what the miniftry would have confented to. The
truth is, the far greateft part of the countenance
given in Britain to the complaints of this coune
try, was by thofe who had no other intention in. it
than to ufe them asan engine of oppofition to the
miniftry for the time being. It is true, fome of

them
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them have now learned to reafon very juftly, and:
upon the moft liberal principles ; dbut their num-
ber is not great, and it was not the cafe with any
-one fpeaker or writer, whofe works I have had
the opportunity of perufing, till the very laft
ftage of the quarrel.

What effet this Wilkifi (if I may fpeak fo)

of many Americans may be fuppofed to have had
upon the minds ot gentlemen from Scotland, it

is not difficult to explain. That gentleman, and -

his affociates, thought proper to found the whole

-of their oppofition to the then miniftry; upon a-
contempt and hatred of the Scots nation; and-

by the moft illiberal methods, and the moft
“{fcandalous falfehoodsy to ftir up a national jea-

-loufy between the northern and fouthern parts of °

‘the ifland. There was not a vile term or hatefid
idea, which ancient vulgar animofity had ever
ufed, though long union had made them fcarcely
intelligible, which he did not rake up and ate
-tempt to bring into credit, by writing and con~
~werfation. The confequence of this is well known.

“Wilkes and fome others were burnt in effigy in-

Scotland ; and it produced fo general an dttach-
ment to the king and" miniftry, as has not yet
fpent its force. In thefe circumftances, isit to be
wondered at that many who left. Scotland, with=
in the laft fifteen years, when they heard Wilkes,
and thofe who adhered to him, extolled and ce«
lebrated by the fons of liberty, fhould be apt to
conﬁdcr it-as an evidence of the fame fpirit, and

. that’

—— -+

—
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that they ®ere engaged in fupport of the fame

" caufe. Perhaps we may go a. little higher with
this remark, in tracing political appearances to
their fource. It is generally faid, that the King
himfelf has difcovered a violent, rancorous, per-
fonal hatred againft the Americans. If this be
true, and I know nothing to the contrary, it may
be eafily accounted for upon the very fame prin~
ciples.

I am far from fuppofing that this was a good
reafon for any man’s being cool to the American
caufe, which was as different from that of Wilkes,
as light is from darknefs. It was indeed doing
great difhonour to the noble ftruggle, to fuppofe,
it to have any connection with who. fhould be in
or out of court favour at London ; and therefore
it was always my opinion, that thefe who railed
againft the King and miniftry only, did not carry
the argument home, nor fully underftand the na-.
ture of their own plea. In order to juftify the
American oppofition, it is not neceffary to thew
that the perfons in power have invaded liberty
in Hritain; it is fafficient to fay, that: they, with
the concurrence of the whole nation, have re-
fufed to fuffer it to continue in the colonies.

This leads me to the fecond part of my defign,
which was. to lay before you the reafons which,
Ithink, fhould induce every lover of juftice and:
of mankind, not only to be a well-wither, but a.
firm and ftedfaft friend to America, in this im-.
portant conteft, .

: I,
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It has been often faid, that the prefent is likely
‘to be an important ®ra to America. I think we
may fay much more; it is likely to be an impor-
tant ®ra in the hiftory of mankind. In the an-
cient migrations, a new country was generally
fettled by a {mall, unconne&ted, and often an ig-
norant band. The people and the foil were alike
uncultivated, and therefore they proceeded to im-
provement by very flow degrees; nay, many of
them fell back and degenerated into a ftate vaftly
more favage than the people from whence they
came. In America we fee arich and valuable
foil, and an extenfive country, taken pofleflion
of by the power, the learning, and the wealth of
Europe. For this reafon it is now exhibiting to
the world a fcene which was never feen before.
It has had a progrefs in improvement and popu-
lation, fo rapid as no political calculators have
been able to afcertain. I look upon every thing
~that has been faid upon this fubject to be mere
conjetture, except in fuch places as there has
been an aCtual numeration. When men fay that
America doubles its number in fifteen, twenty,
or twenty-five years, they fpeak by guefs, and
they fay nothing. In fome places that may be
under or over the truth ; but there are vaft tracks
of land that fill every year with inhabitants, and
yet the old fettled places ftill continue to. in -
creafe. . ’

It is proper to obferve, that the Britith fettle-
ments have been improved in a proportion far be-

) : yond
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yond the fettlements of other European nations. '
To what can this be afcribed ? Not to the cli-

mate ; for they are of all climates. Not to the
people;; for they are a mixture of all nations. It
mutt therefore be refolved fingly into the degree

of Britith liberty which they brought from home, .
and which pervaded more or lefs their feveral

conftitutions. It has been repeated to us, I know
not how often, by the mercenary fhort-fighted

writers in favour of fubmiffion to, or re-union .
with Great-Britain, that we have thriven very .

much in paft times by our dependence on the
mother-country, and therefore we thould be loth
to p:'u-t Thefe writers forget that the very com-
plaint is, that fhe will not fuffer us to enjoy our
ancient rights. Can any paft experience fhew
that we fhall thrive under new impofitions ? I
fhould be glad any fuch reafoners would attempt
to prove that we have thriven by our dependence,

and not by the degree of independence which we .

have hitherto enjoyed. If we_ have thriven by

our dependence, I conceive it is a neceflary con-

Aequence that thofe provinces muft have thriven
moft which have been moft dependent. But the

contrary is felf-evident. Thofe which have

hitherto enjoyed the freeft form of government,

though greatly inferior in foil and climate, have .
yet outfiripped the others in number of people |

and value of land, merely becaufe the laft were

more under the influence of appointments and

authority from home.
‘W hen
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‘When this is the undeniable ftate of things,
cin any perfon of a liberal mind with that thefe
great and growing countries fhould be brought
back to 2 ftate of fubjection to a diftant power? .
And can any, man deny, that if they had yielded
to the claims of the. Britith parliament, they
would have been no- better thana parcel of tri=
butary ftates, ruled by lordly tyrants, and ex-
haufted by unfeeling penfioners,. under the com-
miflion of one too diftant to hear the cry of op-~
preflion, and furrounded by thofe who had an in-
tereft in deceiving him. It ought, therefore, in
my opinion, to meet with the cordial approba-
tion of every impartial perfon, as I am confident
it will of pofterity, that they have united for
common defence, and.refolved that they will be
both free and’ independent, becaufe they cannot
be the one without the other.

As this meafure, long forefeen, has now taken
place, I fhall beg leave to fay a few things upon
it ; in which I mean to fhow, 1. That it was ne-
ceflary. 2. That it will be honourable and ' pro-
fitable. And, 3. That, in all probability, it will
be no injury, but a real advantage, to the Iland
of Great-Britain.

1. It had Become abfolutely neceflary. All
reconciliation, but upon the footing of abfolute un-
conditional fubmiffion, had ‘been pofitively re-
fufed by Great-Britain, Unlefs, therefore, the
colonies had refolved to continue in a loofe and

broken ftate, withthe name of a government
‘ which
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which they had takén arms to oppofe, the ftep
which they have now taken could not have been
avoided. Defides, things had proceeded fo far,
and fuch meafures had been taken on both fides,
that it had become impoffible to lay down a.
fcheme by which -they fhould be fure of our, de-
pendence, and we, at the fame time, fecured in
our liberties. While things continued in their
ancient ftate, there was perhaps a power on the
part of each, of which they were hardiy confcious,
or were afraid and unwilling to exert. But after
the encroachments had been made and reiifted,
to expect any thing clfe than a continual attempt
to extend authority on the one hand, and to
guard againft it on the othef, is to difcover very
little knowledge of human nature. In fuch afi-
tuation, though every claim of America fhould
be yielded, the would foon be either in a ftate of
continual confufion, or abfolute fubmiflion. The
king of England, living in his Englith dominions,
would not, and indeed durft not, affent to any
act of an American legiflature, that was, or was
fuppofed to be hurtful to his Englith fubjects.

_ This is not founded on conjeture, but experi-

ence. - Thereis not (at leaft Dean Swift affirms.
it) any dependence of Ireland upon England, ex-
cept an act of the Irith parliament, that the king:
of England fhall be the king of Ireland. This
Jaft has a feparate independent legiflature, and in:
every thing elfe, but the above circumftance,
feems to be perfeétly free ; yet if any man fhould

. S aflre,-
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affert, that the one kingdom is not truly fubject
to the other, he would, in my opinion, know
very little of the ftate and hiftory of either.

2. A ftate of independency will be both honour-
able and profitable to this country. I pafs over
many advantages in the way of commerce, as
well as in,other refpeéts, that muft neceffarily
accrue from it, -that I may dwell a little on the
great and leading benefit, which is the founda-
‘tion of all the reft. "We fhall have the opportuni-
ty of forming plans of government upon the moft
rational, juft, and equal principles. I confefs I
-have always looked upon this with a kind of en-
thufiaftic fatisfattion. The cafe never happened
before fince the world began. All the - govern-
ments we have read of in former ages were fet-
tled by caprice -or accident, by the influence of
prevailing parties or particular perfons, or pre-
Aeribed by a conqueror. Important improvements
indeed have been force¢ upon fome conftitutions
by the fpirit of daring men, fupported by fuc-
cefsful infurreCtions. But to fee government, in
large and populous countries, fettled from its
foundation, by deliberate counfel, and directed
immediately to the public good of the prefent
and future generations, while the people are
-waiting for the decifion with full confidence in
~the wifdom and impartiality of thofe to whomi they
‘have committed the important truft, is certain-
-1y altogether new. 'We learn indeed from hif~
:t,ory that fmall tribes and  feeble, new fettlements,

. did
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did fometimes employ one man of eminent wif- -
dom, to prepare a fyftem of laws for them.
Even this was a wife meafure, and attended with
happy effcCts. But, how vaft the diffcrence,
when we have the experience of all paft ages, the
hiftory of human focicty, and the well-known
caufes of profperity and mifery in other govern-
ments, to affift us in the choice ?

The profpect of this happy circumftance, and
the poflibility of lofing it, and. fuffering the feaf-
on to pafs over; has filled me with anxiety for
fome time. So far as we have hitherto proceed-
ed, there has been great unanimity and public
_ fpirit. The inhabitants of every province, and

perfons of all denominations, have vied with each
- other in zeal for the common intereft. But, was
" it not to be feared that fome men would acquire
over-bearing influence ? That human weaknefs
~and human paffions would difeover themfelves,
~and prevent the finifhing of what had been fo
. happily begun.? In the time of the civil wars in
- England, had they fettled a regular form of
government as foon as the parliament had obtain-
ed an evident fuperiority, their liberties - would
never have been fhaken, and the Revolutionr
would have been unneceflary. But by delaying
the thing fo long, they were broken into parties
and bewildered m their views, and at laft tamely
. fubmitted, without refiftance, to that very tyranny
againft which they had fought with fo much glo-
ry and fuccefs. For this reafon I think that
) ' $2 every
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" cvery candid and lxberal mind ought to rejoice in
the meafures lately taken through the ftates of
America, and particularly the ]ate declaration of
,independence, as it will not only give union and
force to the meafures of defence, while they are
neceffary, but lay a foundation for the birth of
millions, and the future improvement of a great
part of the globe.—I have only further to ob-
ferve,

. That I am confident the independence of A-
merica will, in the end, be to the real advantage
of the Ifland of Great-Britain. Were this even
otherwife, it would be a weak argument againft
the claim of juftice. 'Why fhould the fecurity or
profperity of this vaft country be facrificed to the
fuppofed intereft of an inconfiderable fpot? But
I cannot believe that the mifery and fubjection of
any country on earth, is neceffary to the happi-
nefs of another. Blind partiality and felf-intereft
may reprefent it in this light ; but the opinion is
delufive, the fuppofition is falfe. The fuccefs
and increafe of cne nation is, or may be, a bene-
fit to every other. Itis feldom, indeed, that a
people in general can reccive and adopt thefe ge-
nerous fentiments ; they are neverthelefs perfect-
ly juft. Itis induftry only, and not poflcflions,
that makes the firength and wealth of a nation ;

'and this is not hindred, but encouraged, pro~
* voked, and rewarded by the induftry of others®.
N But

* See David Hume's Effay on the jealoufy of

trade.

— —
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But to leave the general principle, or rather to
apply it to the cafe of Great-Britain and Ameri-
. ca: 'what profit has the former hitherto received
from the latter ? And what can it reafonably ex--
- peét for the future? Only its trade, and fuch.
part of that trade as tends to encourage the in-
duftry and increafe the number of the inhabitants
of that Ifland. .It will be faid, they intend to
raife a large, clear, net revenue upon us, by tax-
- ation. It has been fhewn by many, that all the
taxes which they could raife, would only ferve to
feed the infatiable defire of wealth in placemen
-and penfioners, to increafe the influence of the
crown, and the corruption of the people. It was.
by the acquifition of numerous provinces that
Rome haftened to its ruin. But even fuppofing
it otherwife, and that without any bad confe--
_ quence among themfelves, they were to acquire
a great addition to their yearly revenue, for. every.
thilling they gained by taxes, they would:lofe ten
inthe way of trade. For a. trifling: addition to
the fums of public money to:be-applied or wafted
by minifters of ftate, they. would lofe ten times.
the quantity diftributed among ufeful manufac-
turers, the ftrength and glory. of a ftate. I think
“this has been fometimes compared to the differ-
- ence between draughts of. fpirituous liquors to in-
-toxicate the head or weaken the ftomach, and
: eool refrefhmg “food to. give foundnefs, health,
* and vigour to every member of the body.
The trade, ‘then, -of America, as foon as peace
S 3 iss
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is fettled, will be as open to them as ever. But
it will be faid, they have now an exclufive trade,
they will then but fhare it with other nations. I.
anfwer, an exclufive trade is not eafily preferved,
and when it is preferved, the reftricton is com-~
monly more hurtful than ufeful. Tradeis of a
nice and delicate nature ; it is founded upen in~—
tereft : it will force its way +wherever intereft
leads, and can. hardly by any art be made to go in
another direftien. The Spaniards have an exchi-
five trade, as far as they pleafe to confine it, to-
their own plantations. Do they reap. much be-.
nefit from it ? I believe not. Has it made their
own people mare induftrious at home? Juft the-
contrary. Does: it, in the natural courfe of~
things, make a people lefs careful to work as well.
and as chieap as others, to procure voluntary pur--
chafers, when they. know: they can fend their-
goods'to thofe who are obliged to take them ?
Does it mot both tempt and enable great mer--
chants in the ‘capital, to import from.other na-.
tions what they can export to fuch a forced"
- miarket, to advantage ? ‘By this means a confider~
able profit may come into the coffers of a few:
particulars, while no- effential fervice is done to
the people, and the ultimate prefit is carried to-
-that country where the goods. are: produced . or-
-fabricated.. It has-been repeatedly. faid, by poli--
tical writers in England, that the balance-of trade -
is againft that country to every nation, excepting®
Portugal, and their own plantations. I will not _
anfwer - -

.
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anfwer for the truth or univerfality of this affer-
tion ; but if it is true in any meafure, I will ven-
ture to affirm, upon the principles of general
reafon, that the caufe which produces it is no
other than the ex¢lufive trade they have hitherto
enjoyed to-the American fettlements.

Bat the circumftance which I apprehend will
contribute moft to the intereft of Great-Britain in
American independence is, its influence in peop-
ling and enriching this great continent. It will:
certainly tend to make the American States nu-
merous, powerful, and opulent, toa degree not
eafily conceived. The great and penetrating Mon-
tefquieu, in his Spirit:of Laws, has thewn in the
eleareft manner, that nothing contributes fo
much to the profperity of a people, as the ftate
of focicty among them, and the form of their
government. A free government overcomes every.
obftacle, makes a defart a fruitful - field, "and flls.
. a bleak and barren country with all‘the conve-.
-niencies-of life. If fo, what muft. be the opera-
tion of this powerful caufe upon countries enjoy-
ing, in the higheft degree, every advantage that

can be derived from fituation, climate, and foil ?
If the trade of America has -hitherto been of fo
great benefit to England, how much more valu-
able may it be when shefe countries thall be ftill
. more highly improved, if fhe fhall continue to
enjoy it " This argument is liable to no objetion
but what may arife from thelofs of an exclufive -
-trade, which I have already confidered. It may

be
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be added, however, that there is not now; nor
ever has been, any averfion in the America n
to the people of Great-Britain; fo that they may
be fure of our trade, if they treat us as well as
_others; and if otherwife, they do not deferve it.
I might illuftrate the argument, by ftating the
probable confequences of a contrary fuppofition.
If Great-Britain fhould prevail, or overcome the
American fiates, and eftablifh viceroys, with ab-
folute authority, in every province, all men of
fpirit and lovers of freedom would certainly with-
draw themfelves to a cerner, if fuch could be’
. found, out of the reach of tyranny and oppreffion.
The numbers of the people at any rate would fen-
fibly decreafe, their wealth would be fpeedily ex-
haufted, and there would remain only a nominal
authority over a defolate country, in return for a
- vaft expence laid out in the cenqueft, and in
place of a great and profitable trade, by which
both nations were made happy. One of the ar-
guments, if they may be called fo, made ufe of
againft this country, and on which an obligation
to obedience has been founded, is taken from the-
expence they have been at in blood and treafure
for our prote@tion in former wars. This argu-
ment has been often anfwered in the fulleft man-
‘ner ; but if they fhall continue to urge it, how
> fearful to think of the obligations we fhall be un-
-der, after this war is finithed ! Then fhall we
owe them all the fums which they fhall have laid
out in fubduing us, and all that we have fpent in -

at-
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attemptmg to prevent it; all the blood which
they fhall have fhed in attacking us, and all that
we fhall have fpilt in our own defence. There is

.unqueftionably a lofs to Great Britain, by the
one fide of the account as well as the other ; and
it tends to thow, in the cleareft manner, the un-
fpeakable folly, as well as great injuftice, of the
promoters of this war.

Thus I have ftated to you, though very briefly,
the principles on -which I think the American
caufe ought to be pleaded, and on which it ought
to be efpoufed and fupported, by every lover of
juftice and of mankind. But though the general
plea in juftice were lefs clear than it is, there is a

.light in which the condu¢t of the oppofers of it
has always appeared to me unreafonable and un-
generous to the higheft degreé. That refiftance

-to Great-Britain has been determined on, in the
-moft refolute manner, through all the colonies,
by a vaft majority, is not only certain, but unde-
niable. In the beginning of the controverfy,
fome writers, with an impudence hardly to be
parallsled, called the fadt in queftion, attempted
to deceive the people in this country, and effec-
tually deceived the people of England, by making
them believe, that it was only a few factious and
violent men that had engaged in the conteft. - It
isnot very long fince a writer had the courage to
affert, that, * nine tenths of the people of Penn-
fylvania were againft independence.” The falfe-
hood of fuch mifreprefentations is now manifeft,

and
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and indeed was probably known from the begin-
ning, by thofe who defired to have them believ-
ed. Taking this for granted, then, for an incon-
fiderable minority, whether natives or ftrangers,
to fet themfelves in oppofition to the public coun-
“cils, is contrary to reafon and juftice, and even
to the very firft principles of the focial life.

If there is any principle.that was never contre-
verted upon the focial union, it is, that, as a body,
every fociety muft be determined by the plurali-
ty. There was a time when it was not only juft
and confiftent  but neceflary, that every one
thould fpeak his mind freely and fully of the ne-

- ceffity or expediency of refifting the authority of
Great Britain: but that’ time is over long -ago.
- The meafures being refolved upon, and the con-
fli¢t begun, one who is barely neuter can fcarce
“be forgiven; a fecret plodding enemy muft be
- confidered as a traitor. Every perfon who con-
-tinued among us after the decifive refolutions
formed by all the colonies, ought to be confider-
ed as pledging his faith and honour to affift in
the common caufe. Let me try to illuftrate it
by a fimilar cafe. Suppofe that a fhip at fea
“{prings a leak, which expofes the whole company
to the moft imminent danger of perithing. Sup-
pofe a counfel is called of all the perfons on board
to determine what port they fhall endeavour to
gain. Then it is not only the right, but the du-
-ty of every one to fpeak his own judgment, and
to prefs it upon others by every argument in his -
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power. Suppofe a great majority determines to.
pufh for a certain place, and to go to the pump

by turns every quarter of an hour ; but that two,
or three, or one, if you pleafe, is of opinion that

they fhould have gone another courfe, becaufe of
the wind, current, or any other circumftance,
and that it would be beft to change hands at the

pump only every half hour. All this is well.

But if after the determination, this fame gentle-

man, becaufe his advice was not followed, thould
refufe to pump at all, {hould flily alter the fhip’s_
courfe, or deaden her way by every means in his

power, or even fhould only, by continual com-

plaints and defpondent fears, difcourage others

on whofe a&tivity the common fafety depended ;

I defire to know what treatment he would receive

or deferve ? Without doubt he would be thrown

over board in lefs time than I have taken to ftate

the cafe. T am not able to perceive the leaft dif-

ference between this fuppofition and what takes

place in America at the prefent time.

If this argument is juft with refpect to every
inhabitant of the country, it ought to have fome
additional weight with thofe who are not natives,
and whofe refidence is not certain, or has not
been long. 'There is a great degree of indecency
in fuch taking any part againft what the majority
of the inhabitants think to be their intereft and
that of their country. Were they even wrong,
their miftake fhould be lamented, not refifted ;
en the contrary, it would be the part both of ge-

' nerofity
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nerofity and juftice to* fuppport them effeCtually
in a conteft which wifdem would have declined.
We fee indeed gvery day melancheoly inftances of
a bafe and. felfith temper operating different ways.
Many when-they do not obtain that rank and
honour whith their,pride ‘and partiality think
their due, or if their advice is not followed, im-
mediately renounce the fervice of ‘their country,
and it may'go to defiruétion for them. In oppo-
fition to this, let me recommend the example of
the illuftrious Fabius of Rome. He had given
firi&t orders to all his officers not to engage the
enemy, but to keep at a diftance. Unluckily his-
licutenant-general, by his own rafhnefs, got en-
tangled with a part of the army under his com-
mand, and was engaged. Fabius, preferring his
country’s good to fame, rivalfhip, and fafety,
came immediately to his fupport with all expedi-
tion, and thereby gained a glorious and complete
‘wictory. :
* IT'hope you will take in good part the above re-
fle€tions, which, I think, contain nothing that is
virulent or indecent againft any man or body of
men. They are the effets of judgment and con-
viction. The Author, as is probably known to
many of you, has been perfonally abufed in news-
papers at home for the part he was fuppofed to
have taken in the Ameridan caufe, which was in
fome degree indeed the motive to this addrefs.
He hopes that an honeft and faithful fuppsrt of
hberty and equa.l government in this part of the
world,
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world, will be no juft reproach to his charater,
either as a {cholar, a minifter, or a chriftian, and 3
that it is perfe@ly confiftent with an undiminith~ -
ed regard for the country which gave him birth._
The above is fubmitted to your candid perufal, by -
Gentlemen, '
‘Your fincere friend, and

Obedient humble fervant,

The AuTHOR.

T  SERMON
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SERMON XL
On the Sin of Scoffing at ‘Things Sacred.

i

7 "PSALM 1. 1.

Blyfed is the Man that walketh not in the counfel of
the ungedly, nor flandeth in the way of Jinnersy nor
| fitteth imthe feat of the _/Z'orrgﬁxl

HERE is an old and beaten -obfervation,

that human nature, in all _ages, is the fame.

To thisI add, or rather offer, by way of illuftra-
tion of it, that fin, which bears fo much {way in
human charaéters and adtions, has been the fame,
in its operation and ipfluence, in all ages,fince the
fall of Adam. For this reafon the charatters
drawn in the holy fcriptures, and particularly the
obfervations on human life, contaimed in the
Pfalms of David, the Proverbs of Solomon, and
book of Ecclchaﬁes, are as perfetly adapted to
_the
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the prefent age, as-if they were but of yefterday’s
date. ‘ )

As the ten contitandments, which are the fum
of the moral law, confift moftly of prohibitions,

the Pfalmift, in this paffage, draws the charafer:

of the good man in a negative form, by its oppo-
fition to the bad. At thefame time, the danger
to which the unwary are expofed, the enticing,
-and deceitful nature of fin, and its' monftrous e-
normity, when arrived- at its full "height, are
couched in the moft- admirable manner ;.¢ Blef-
¢ fed is'the man that Walksth not in the counfel
€ of the ungodly j=—nor ftandeth in the way of
¢ finners ;=—nor - fitteth .in -the. fcat of the {corn-
< ful’.

. Itis‘not agreed among interpretefs, who was.
the author of this Pfalm; and, indeed,it is a
matter more of curiofity than moment very criti-
cally to enquire. Some -think it was the Pfal-
mift David; becaufe of the high efteem exprefled
in it for the law-of God; a thing which fo remar-
kably diftinguithes his other: writings. Others

refer it to a later period ; and fuppofe that Ezra, -

or fome other after the captivity, who coliefted
the facred hymins of different authors into one vo-
lume, prefixed this asa fort. of argument or pre—
face to the whole. It is indeed, a fummary of

all that follow. It plainly contains a charadter -

both of good men and bad; the ufual courfe of
divine providence towards each of thef claffes,
as well as the final iflue of their conduct i the

T2 everlafting .

’
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everlafting happinefs of the one,. aml the ever..

lafting mifery of the other. )
"~ Even the moft curfory- reader muft obferve,
that there is a gradation in the expreflions of the’
text, which rif¢: -one above another im: their
ftrength - and energy: nay; it is' the opinion of
many, that they are chofen with peculiar art, and
contain a: double, if: not a-'threefold gradation.-
7. In the charaéter, beginning with the wmgodly,
who are without proper impreflions of religion,
and habitually governed by other primciples:
than the fear of God. Next, finners, or thofe
who are more openly flagitious, and vifibly guilty
of grofs crimes. And finally, the feornfed,. who
fet reproof at defiance, and treat every thing fe-
rious and facred with contempt” and: difdain.
2. In the communication: of others with them,,
walking 3 which feems to imply occafronal;, -
forefeen, and tranfient intercoufe ;——{tanding,
which feems'to - indicate a greater-dégree of ap-
probation and’ voluntary. compitance with their
cxample ;—and' fitting, which fignifies, being fix-
ed and fettled in-an:evil courfe, and refufing to
depart from it.—To this fome add the other ex~
preflions; the counfel; the way, and ‘the feat; on
which I forbear to infift, but preceed to obférve,
That we have, in this paflage; a moft afeful
and mftuétive leffon of great moment inevery
~ place and age 5 and peculiarly: fnited, on feveral
accounts, to the prefent circumftanees of this
congregation, . It is, therefore; my refolution to
) . difcourfe
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d4fcourfe a little, through the afﬁ&ance of  divine
grace, on the three diftin& branches mto which
it may be naturally dxv:dqd R

L Thc mfe&xous nature of ﬁn, or the danger =
of ¢ walking,in the cougfel of the, ungodly,

. IL. The deceqtful,qnd hardenmg nature of fin,
whlch infenfibly Jeads..from ¢ walking -in the

¢ counfel of. the, ungodly,, to ﬁandmg in the way
".ofﬁnncrs.f.'- Ce e

L. The ﬁmﬂung ﬁagc of w:ckednefs, the
mofi criminal and.ntoft perpicious character, viz.
of the fcornful, who are beld enough to treat
things ferious and facred with derifion. .

. Having done this, I fhall make fome applica- -
tion of the.fubjeét, for your inftru&tion. and direc-
tion.  _ ,

In the firft p].ace, let us conﬁder the infetious -
natiire of fin, or the danger of walking in the .
counfel of the ungodly.. That the fociety of bad -
men is highly - dangerous to all, but efpecially to
young perfons is .indeed a. truth which no fober
man will deny, and which hath been often fet in -
_the ftrongeft light by religious and moral writers :
it may therefore feem unneceflary to infift upon
it. But, my brethren, I am perfuaded, that it
‘fares often with known and common truths, as
with common merciesythey are defpifed for th eir
cheapneﬁ. Though their certainty bs readily al-
T3 . lowed’



222 . On the Sin of Scoffing

Jowed, their ufe and application is, notwithftand-
ing, or; perhaps, for that very reafon, in a great
meafure negle@ted. Hew: feldom is it that men
make the diftin¢tion with care, and a&t upon it
with prudence and refelution; either in their
own conduét, or in the difpofal of their children.
Bear with me, therefore, while I endeavour to
imprefs your minds with a-fenfo of your obliga-
tion to depart from the fociety of evil doers, and'
. to preferve, with the utmeft folicitude, ail young
perfons under your care, from the mortal centa-
gion.

For the impertance and mceﬁ}q« ofr' this, you
have the concurrent teftimonyof wife and: good
men, in every age and nation: experience hath
taught it to-the moft‘barbarous, as well as the moft -
improved ‘and- pelithed people. There is no na-
tion of which hiftery hath preferved us any ac-
count, but, in their proverbial fayings, which are
the produl of time, we find a warming againft
the infeSlion of corrvpt-fociety: What dying
parent, in- his laft or parting adien to his chik
dren, ever omitted: to° eaution. them: agrinfl the
fociety of bad men'? may; doth net duily: experi-
-ence prove -this,  beyond difffute; to every ome
who hath the ‘leaft degree either of memoryor
refleGion ! Ivthere among you any perfon, who
has arrived-at the unhappy difin&ion- of being
*nown for a: proffigate # Whenever this hap-
pens; thofe about him are able to- mark the pfo-
grefs of his. carruptien, and can oven peint out

the
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the perfons, or focieties, where he was firft taught
the rudiments of vice, and initiated in the princi-.
ples of licentioufnefs and riot. I'am none of thofe:
who either deny or.congeal the original, inher-
- ent, univerfal corruption of human nature ; and
yet I fcruple: not to.affirm; that example, inftruce
tion, and affiftance,-are neceflary to- our improv-. .
ment even-in vice. Without this; ne fingle per--
fon is-capable of arriving at that: degree of depra-.
vity: which' we' Have- fomcumes occaﬁon to- ob--
ferve. , :

‘Whoever would examine into the reafons, and-
impre(s his mifid- with.a: fenfe of the: danger of
. corrupt fociety; efpecially to youth, may juft re--
floCtupen: the following particulars.

1. We are all bynature’ prone to. fin. Itis
the growth of the foil, av weeds' of the curfed
ground.. If weeds can herdly be reftrained by:
the utmoft diligence and:care- of the hufband--
man, what ap enormous produ& might he ex--
podt; if e would diredly- apply bimfelf to their:
encouragement and' cultivation! Juft foy if by
the:utmoft care'and attention parents can- hardly’
reftrain the irregularities of their cliildren, and!
form them to: true, piety and: goodnefs ; what
wickediefs- may they: not arrive #, theym
delivered‘ over to fchools of profanuyh, and fufe
fered: to form: their fentiments'and‘manners, from.
thofe ‘'who  heve long: ¢ wallked- in the. ways. of
¢ their gwn-heartsy and in the fight of their own:

* eyes, without; fearing God, or regarding man.’

2. Young
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2..Young perfons are.ignorant and unfufpici:-
" -ous; ftrangers to the world, they are alike igno--

rant of the charaters of men, and the etfe&@s of+
vitious courfes. 'What a prey.muft fuch be to- -

the artful and infinuating language of thofe, who,,
enflaved by habit, and wearing the chains of vice, -
find their- chief remaining pleafure in feducing
others into the fame miferable ftate ! Juftly is the.
great enemy of mankind called the deceiver, be--
_caufe he betrayed our firft parents into rebellion-
by a lie: an- in the fame way he and all his fer--
vants continue to paint and varnifh over {in with .
falfe colours, that it may be embraced without:
relu&tance, by thofe who know.not that after--

wards ¢ it biteth like a ferpent, and ftingeth like;.

¢ an adder” Need I tell you in what a decent.
garb fin is often clothed; and what honourable.
names it often affumes.in the world, to gain the.
eafier admiffion ? Senfuality and intemperance is.
- focial affeftion, and good fellowthip: filthy ob--
fcene converfation is but harmlefs mirth. and. free--

- dom : anger and refentment is but - honour, refo--
lution, and dignity of mind. - In thort, the whole.
tenor and ftrain of fathionable comverfation is-
often little elfe than a - firong . illufien put upon.-
the mind, to pervert the ditates of . reafon, and-
evade the reproofs of confcience. How dange-.
rous fuch intercourfe to young unwary minds,.
who are often deeply penetrated with the poifon, -
‘before they fo much as. fufpeé't the defign of its» -
being:

- - .
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being adminiftred! It requires* no-common de--
gree of fortitude and refolution, as well as no-
fmall meafure of fpiritual wifdom, to refift the:
importunity of finners, and. unravel the fubtilty-

. with which they ly in wait to deceive.

-+ 3. Viceis ufually-baited with pleafure, of which
young perfons are pecuharly fenfible: their af~
fetions of every kind are in the moft lively and-
vigorous-flate. One of the firft and moft im-
portant leflons, which parents and guardians:
muft teach them, is moderation and reftraint ;
whereas the immediate effect of- aflociating with
the profane, is. not only to ftrengthen their paf-
fions by indulgence, but-to inftruét them how ta
plead in their defence; and above all, to infpire
them. with an abhorrence of confinement and
rule. From thefe unhappy attachments,- thefe:
moft pernicious friendfhips it i3y that- inftrution:
however excellent; is unwillingly liftened to 3 and:
the moft wife and gentle government is efteemed:
harfh and fevere. * It-has been: fometimes obfer-
ved, that: perfons firi¢tly~and pioufly. educated,
when they have come into the world, have run:
headiong imto: the moft vitious. and- abandoned:
courfe of: life: This has.been commonly afcrib-
ed to the rigour of their former confinement,.
and an- adviee grafted: upon it, that parents.thould:

. be lefs fevere to their children, left they thould:

more than compenfate this early reftraint, by the:

liberties . which. they: afterwards affume. But

though 1 wulmgly admit, that every parent thould
temper
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temper his authority with gentlenefs and love s~
yet I am far from thinking the effe, juft now:
mentioned, is afcribed to its proper caufe: it is
not owing fo much to the rigour of parental au-.
thority, as to young perfons getting. into the fo~
ciety of men without principle, and there fecret-
ly imbibing thofe vitious defires, which after—
wards they rejoice in .an opportunity. of gratify=:
ing to the full. However firi¢t and fevere any-
perfon’s edueation may be, if he comes to matu-
* rity of age, before he contradts an mtimacy with.
thofe who juftify the commiflion of fin, counfci-
ence will have acquired fo. great authority, that:
all folicitation to grofs wickednefs will be re—
<eived with abhorence. This opinion is fup-
= ported by a fat, which I imagine I have obferved,.
that the children of pious. parents, who are be~
trayed inta vitious courfes, are almoft always fuch:
" as have been moft early. removed from their im-
mediate infpeCtion. . :
4. The danger of corrupt fbcneq to young per* :
fons appears, from their bzing expofed to ridicule
and fcorn, which is of all other trials hardeft for
them to bear. I {hall have occafion, on the third
« general head, to fpeak more fully on this fubject 5
but in the mean tine, it is certain, that a fenfe of
fhame is ftrong in young perfons:in geneta,l, and
that ridicule is the ufual weapon, by which.
adepts in vice affault the caufe of truth and piety s
- by which indeed they. commonly endeavour to
deftroy all rcgard to decency and order. It.is
lamentable.
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Famentable to think, how often perfons of excel-
lent capacity, and admirable difpofitions, have
been led afiray by the abufe of this moft ami-
able quality, a fenfe of thame. '

.. From all thefe .confiderations, we need not be
furprifed .at -the frequent and ftrong cautions
given in the word of God, upon this fubject:
-¢ He that walketh with wife men fhall be wife ;
 but a .companion of fools fhall be deftroyed.
- Whofo keepeth the law, is a wife fon: ~
“ but he thatis a companion of riotous men,
¢ fhameth his-father.” But there is nothing more
-moving than that earneft and pathetic exhorta-
tion; * Enter not into the path of the wicked,
- *¢ and go not in the way of evil men; avoid it}
- pafs not by -it; turn from it and pafs away.’
The wife man’s infifting upon this important coun- -
fel, and the iteration of the expreflions, ferves
20 convey,. in the firongeft manner, a fenfe of the
-certain ruin of thofe who negle¢t to obferve it.

I Let us now proceed to confider the harden-
‘ing nature of fin, which leads from ¢ walking in
. ¢ the counfel of the ungodly, to ftanding in the

¢ way of finners.” Upon this, as on the former
particular, [ may ebferve, it is aknown and beaten
-fubje@, on which it is ‘eafy to fay things firong,
but difficult to fay any thing new. There are
feveral juft remarks upon it, or ftriking fimili-
tudes, which have been handed down from the
carlieft ages; and were probzbly the firft fruits
. of
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-of humman ;expegience. (Fherlittesthat I am gk
pnefm to..repeat - of addrﬂi%l}ubs'slmded Ante
-two, PATKS.; (L, The..gradwl . 2pd. indsnBDIE 1prer
grefs of finy, whish leads the,fiaen qn. fiem ont
‘fRep to anather, till.he is .ipecoverably . laft. . 2.
The ftrength.and pewer Qf inyoterpte <habitt .
1. The infenfible. progref.of, 4y 54 spon-
«derful by:what artful methads, sthas plafibla pre-
tences, and what flowidegrees, fin mekesifs frft

-approaches. Let: :fomeof 1thede perdous wha, -are

now loft to all fepfe of duty, .or, of, fhame,: re-
fle, if poffible, with what horror they ‘weould
-once have thought of the pmft;ms, which.atpre-
fent they are not able to forfake. . Every fin, how
Amall foever, -apens a afiage for the admiion of
‘'multitudes of ‘others ;. breaks the refiraint of conn~
fcience;. hal}itugtcs and . emboldens :the , finner.
‘The antients. were wont . to fay, that. the way of
fin is down-hills every.fep.a man takes ‘qn this

o dechvxty, acce)emcs' <his matiog, 40; that,it - be~

comes more . and snore difficplt, and at laft im-

-poffible, tq ftop his gourfe. Thds is what the a=-

‘poftle Paul had in his view, when he. gave this

“excellent precept. to. the. Chriflign: Hebrews;
"¢ But exhort ane angthery, daily, while it.ds called;
:¢ to-day, left.any. of yyou be., hardened. throngh
/¢ the deceitfulnefs of in.’ (We may-fay of fn,Hn

general, what Soloman fays of flrife; ¢ The: be-

- ¢ ginning of it is like the letting:out..of .Jvaten.”

If you watch againft the . beginning of fin,\you
may hope to.prevail ;.. but. if you. once-grant it in-
. dulgence
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dulgence, it Wil eftablith anid incterfe its own
power. ~ To attetpt then to ftop its progrefs, is
like endeéavouring'to gather together aflood of we-
ter, dfter'you hawe, with your own hands, open-
ed the fluices which have caufed it to overflow.
. 2. T6 the infenfible progrefs of fin, add the
ftrength and power of inveterate’ Habit. - This is
reprefented to usiin the ftrohgeft ‘terms in' ferip~
ture, where the changing of an inveterate habit
is compared t&' a matural impoffibility: ¢ Can the
< Ethioptart change his'(kin; or the leopard his
¢ fpots? then may'ye alfo do gbod that are ac-
4 cuftomied to do evil.” -

As we may receive many ufeful moral leflons

" from the vifible creation and the courfe ‘of nature;

{o this in particular, of thé force of habit, is, if
I'may fpeak fo, written in the ‘moft' legible cha-
ralters, and repeated in every page of both. A
ftone, which has long continued in one place,
makes itfelf 2 bed, and is with great difficulty re-
moved : a plant or tree that has long been con-
fined to one pofition, or inade to grow in a par-
ticular fhape, will feldony ev& récéive ahy other.
This is alfb the cafe with 6uf own bodlly frame.
Particular pofteres or miptions'té which we have
been:earty habituated, cif (fcatcély bé' altered by
the utmoft attention, and the' frongeft inclinati-
.on of the will : the obflinaty is ftill greaterin afl
habits-where defiré and affeftion have place. It
is eafy vo fee evety’ ‘day the’ 'violent’ attachment
men have to employments and pleafures, however

trifling
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trifling in themdelves; .to; which:they have been
long- accuftomed.:. -But it;is greatoft: of all in fin-
ful habits, becaule: i them the force of cuftdm is
added to-the original frength' of naturul - wrmp-
tion.

Both the above particulars may be llluﬁrated
by obferving “how: | mauch. 'habit . and -example to-
gether operate. o ;the improvement and perfetion
of guilt, in large imd populous'icitiess - There we
may oftent find Rnﬁ:omﬁung adegree-of wicked-
nefs of every fort, as it is mortifying to think
that human nature fhould be capable of ; there
we may find perfons who will perpetrate calmly
and fedately, what would furprize a lefs knowing
finner fomuch as to hear of. And what pity is
it, that there fhould be found fome, who, during
their occafional refidence in places of great refort,
lay down their innocence, inftead of their rufti-
cityy and bring home no other accomplifhment
but an infolence and boldnefs of countenance in
the commiflion of fin! That inftruted in the
principles, as well as habituated to the practice of
imnpiety, they are not cohtent with doing evil,
but difcover an incredible induftry and afliduity
in deceiving aud feducing others? And fhall T
not add, -what pity is it, that fome, inftead of
improving and adorning their minds by applica-
tion to ftudy, or ftoring them with ufeful : know-
ledge, do more than lofe their time, by drinking
in the poifon . of infidel writings? Inftead of fit-
ting themfelves to difcharge the duties of public

SRR . or
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or. private life;with: propriety ankd-dignity; they
only acquive the nmhappy 1tdlent of ifetting: their
- mings ap> éafe inthe comrmiifiom lof fin] d make
lagge additions tdcthiyout mtnrxl *dépra\lity bf
heart.
ot el T ERIERG st S s
A Let.ms )conﬁddr:thd fimifhing!ftage- of wu:k..
ednefs; the: moﬁrsmmmahan&admmmihpemmbus
charaéiér, vizi that of the fréemfol, who are bold
engugh to«mtrthmgp {cniomﬁnd ﬁwred writh-de--
n{‘m N R L 1 STERTE .
'This pm'of ;the ambje&,fmy:bredxren, ‘merits -
your particular attention, and naturally divides it~
_{elf into. thefe two: : branches: :3fty: The:fin !and.
danger of it to.tite perfons: who- aré guiley of 'it,.
~ zdly,: The unbapy inflaence. it hash jwr- poihmng
otm . ot eud g HE
B Theﬁnand danger of it toxtl'xe 1gu|lty perx
fons, - Whoever will. confider :the ftate!of mind
from which {uch derifion cmuft:flow;. will imme-
diatcly perceive, that it imphes the zhi‘gha& degree -
of. profanenefs, and hnpisty: -It:isfurh an auda-
cious attack upon the, majefiy-of thelifing" God,
asmuft firike every thinking pexrfon with aftonifh-~
ment and. horror: i :One of the fisft principles of
all religion is- reverence for the :Deity; dnd for
every thing' that: hath-d vifible: relation: to- him;
This .we find; written: apon, the vonfcience, in ge+
nexal, even:of the: nioft blinded! heathens: The
common and trivial . ufe: of -the; name:of - God is
prohubmed under:the fevereft fandlions in the -
Uz ‘ oragles
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oracles of truth, . We find -alfo :fotne -irsbances
there, of mere irveverence being: punithed . in a
very-terrible ‘smanmer. ‘The-angehic hofts,:though
perfollly pure and halyy are yat reprefented as
deeply penetrated with « fenfe of the extreme dif-
proportion between - unereatdd exeellence, ;and
created weaknefs, and fllled avith the. higheft ve-
neration of him who- only is Hely: ¢ In the year
¢ that King Uzzie 1died; -1 fowvalfo the-Lord fit-
* ting wpon a threney high:and lifeed up, and his
¢ train filled the ¢emple. . Above it.fteod theife-
¢ raphims : each ént- had fix: wings, -with twain
¢. be covened his face, -apdiwith twain he covered
¢ Lis feet, -and with twain ho did fly. - And enc
¢ eried unto-enother; and faid, boly, hely; holy,
¢ is the Lord of hofts,:¢ht whalo®arth is full-.of
¢ his glory.” ' It may feeiiv unneceffaryior impre-
perto add, and yet it gives me pleafure that I
can do it with truthy the fame thing has-evidant-
ly diftinguifhed fome vfithc heft and>greateft men
on earth. - 'We are well informed, that fome of
the greateft enquirers into nature, as they grew
in years, and cnereafed inthe knowledge of the
works of Ged, did. alfo vifibly: grow: in an awe
and reveranee of their Almighty Maker. Of one
in particular, it is faid, that he never -.mentioned
the name of God -without a:fenfible: paufe in his
difcourfe. After this, what cam we thinkof any
poor creature, whofe breath is in his noftrils,
being guilty of contempt and-fcorn of the name,
attributes, works, or worfhip of God !

There
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- -'Ehere igaorestirkable diffrenck between fing
of this kind, and.many, otherfius which rare, not-
withffanding, wesy-hendus sncaggraxated. inv the
fight, of - Godvr dntonmpey. other Gins; of :a very
grafs nature, a man shaybe hurrigd:by: the violence
of paflion; -er- betnayed. by -the; fuddennefs of
temptation ; bty if 1 miftake nqts fcarn.of things
faered muft >always ibe & delibgrate crinae ¢ the fin
cannet be, committed Withoist g,geod dealiof com-
pofire and, prefenee: of imind : yeafon is net avers
borp; as in other cafes, by appetite ; but reafon
itfelf (if the perverted gift of God in fuch perfons
may be called fo) is principal in the gnilt.. A, fcaz-
ner is never tempted, , preperly {peaking, but by
thefe afts and exercifes of religion, which fhould
excite the veneration of all, and do excite the ve- -

neration of many, not- excepting fome of the moft
profligate. -

Contempt of things. facred is an .entire victery -
over confcience, In many cafes .men. fin . with -
fome relu@ance: it is not. fo.. much- their. chaice,
a8 they are over-born by the . ftrength of corrup-
tion, and vitiate the peace of their. minds, togra- .
tify the demands.of.lJuft: hence remorfe often
fuceeds the indulgence ; and thqugh real refor-
matjon dogs pot.take places yet it lays the finner.
under frequent and. confiderable. reftraints.. But.
in treating things facred with fcorn, the mind is

* wholly at eafe; and finds its pleafure in the very

impiety .itfelf, The truth is, fo entire is. the vic~
tery over confcience, that.nothing but fettled
atheifm and infidelity can be guilty of it, accord-

' U3 ing
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ing to that juft expreffion of the ‘plalmfl, ¢ Where-
« fore doth the wicked contem ' God'? He hath
¢ faid in his'heart, thou wilt not #equire i’ -
It is alfo an entire viftory oveér fhawe : ¢his is
' commonly the I2ft" reflrifrit ‘that Whnhers dver-
throw. ' Many ar¢ confined: m# Kept i awe. by
fear of man, long dfter théy‘hive calt ‘o the -
fear of God. From the ! thavmiepsinels of fin, re-
ligion preferves fore degreé of credit, even where
a great plurality is in the’ oppofite intereft. . For
this reafon the prophet’ Jerenttah metttions it as a
great mggravahon of the fins of L countrymen,
that they wére loft to 4l fenfe : of -fhame: Were
¢ they athamed when fhey-had dommitted abo-
¢ mination ? nay, they were ‘ot at all afhamed, -
¢ neither could they blufh'; therefore they fhall
¢ fall among them ‘that fall 5 'at ‘the time that T
¢ vifit them, they fhall be caft' down fhith the
¢ Lord?” Buatit is not ewdeﬁt, that ftorners are
deftitute’ of fhamé?' Thiey have itideed, not on-
~ Jy extinguifhed’it in' therfelves, bat the manifeft
- defign of their Cohvex‘fatlon is to deﬁroy it in the
minds of others. ' s
'I'neéd add nothing ﬁn'ﬂicr‘ ‘té ‘fhew thc guilt
- and danger of perfons of this charade?; but pat-
~ ting you inmind of ‘the rank whiek ‘it liolds in
feveral catalogues of ‘crying fins in the hely fetip-
 tures, and the awful judgments of God which are
denounced againft it. Fhe prophet Ezekitl, in
enumeratmg the fins of Jerufalem, among many
cnormmcs, hath this ;- Thoi Baft defpifed-mine
holy
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¢ holy things, and profaned my.Sabbaths” And.

the prophet: Ifaiah,. ¢ Now, therefore, hear the
¢ word of . the Lord, ye. fcornful men that rule

-¢ this pegple -which .is in Jerufalem.—For the

¢ Lord fhall rife.up-as in, mount Perazim, he fhall

- ¢ bewroth. as in.. the walley of Gibson, that he

f-may o his. work, his. firange work ; and bring
¢ ta paf his a&, his firange a¢t,.  Now therefore
‘. -he mot mockers, left your bands bemade firong 3
¢: for, I have heard fram. the Lord God of hofts,
¢. a confumption even determined upen the whole
¢-earth Seealfo the fiate of things in Jerufa-
lert, immediately. before:the Babylonith captivity :
¢ But they mocked the meflengers of God, and
¢ defpifed. his words, and mifufed his prophets,
¢ until the . wrath. of ; the Lord arofe againft his

¢ people, till- there was no:reqﬁdy >

2. How unhqpy s the .influence of t]:us cha-
raller. upon «others ! As it.is highly criminal, it. is
pernicions’in; the {ameproportion., Confidered
only as an, exampie, it ourfl: bave dangerous <f-

- fe&ts : many fins.fhun the light ; and are, by thofe.

that commit them, concealed with the utmoft
care, When that is the cafe, whatever they, may
be to the guilty perfon, they are. far from being
fo dangerous-to the public, as thofe crimes that
ave not euly often vifible, but done on purpofe to
be feen. : Now, fcoffers at things facred muft al-
ways be. an example, as the crime cannot be
committed alone; and, indeed, they often afpire

at. a kind of charatier for defplﬁng religion, and:
would



236 " On the Singf Seoffng

would be greatly mortified, were their accom.
plithments of this kind hiddea from the world;
Neither is it merely a comsnaniexample : fcofe
fers are not only barely: fiinerss they:are advo-
cates for fin: it is thein gopftant ftudyto:break
the reftraints: of comfciemce; and weaken every
moral obligation in-ethers, asinwrell/és, in thume
felves. This too they endeavour tin effectiin the
moft agreeable « manner :. comtemtpt. .of religiomr
makes a .pant ‘of their fotial .mirth 3. and thefe
two things iare foon :lovked . upon:bythe unwary
youth as fo infeparable, that' the one is quite
taftelefs and infipid, unlefs. it .is fdmedhy the:

other.
- It deferves particuler conﬁdermon on thxs fnb-
je&, that fcoffing at things facred is apt to give
natural modefty, and the fenfe of fhame in young-
perfons, a wrong and contrary turn. Modefty is
the firongeft natural. fenceto virtue. - We find:
notwithfanding, very frequently, that perfons of
great naturel modefty have not courage fuffici--
ent to profefs or pradtice what confcience diftates.
to be their duty. How unhappy isit when fo ex-
cellent a prefervative from vice is thus quite per-
verted, and has an oppofite effeét | All hiftory is
full of the powerful effets of a fenfe;of fhame,
both in doing good and evil. It breaks. the-
firongeft of all natural attachments : it is net to-
be overcome by the fevereft laws, though forti-.
fied with the moft terrible fanctions. Now, as-
1t needs no proof that fcoffing at facred things.
tends

v
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tends: to perwert the fenfe 10f. thame, it muft have
the greateft and:moft immediate effe& in bring-
ing on a general diffointion of manmers. )

The malignant- influence :of profane fcorn is
not confined.fo young .perfons, . there being very
few of anwy charafker who rarenot -hurt by it ina
moft f{enfible mmammer. :Wouldyon be convin-
ced of this'? Howerarelyrdo we find anypofiefled
of a determined courage: andvwefolution in oppof-
ing falhionable-crimes ). Hone unwilling are the
beft to fuffer: fhame. for adlering: to their duty !
Wikt a varietyiof efforts will-be “made to efcape
itd Contempt. is difagreeable itany rate; and:it
15 imtolerable to pride, fome remains of which,.ca-
pable of being wrritated,s are toibe fonndsin the very
beft:men o earth. For: thid, veafpn; dhe moftef- -
tablithed Chriffians do darefully-flym all unnecefe
fary focmty ‘withrwicked men, kpowing how dif-
ficult it is toavoid finvin:one.flape or.othar. ¥
fuch is the cafe .with: the: beft; hop  dangerous
mutt the-fogiety of feornarsibe: te all who are able
to bear them:; but cﬁimlly;w thofe Who have
pleaﬁ:mmthmn et .

It will mat. ‘be: lmpmpu:hcn 10 nbfcrvc, tlmt
ane great veafon why fearn: and. ridicule is fo
hurtful to-religion, is, that . it:attacks things fa~
cred through: the 'medium of human weaknefs:
"True piety and-virtue:is in itfelf fo venerable an

~ objedt, that it is not poffible to remder it ridicus
lous; but by mifreprefentation : however, as it is
slways, in this world, attended ‘with human ins
firmity
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ﬁrmnty, this affords 2 handle to profanc perf‘ons
to load it with rcproach. Thclr fuccefs, in this
unhappy defign, is no greatcr than may naturally
be expected : few are able | to dlftmgmfh between a
_perfon and his caufe, nor, mdeed is it poﬂiblc to
- attack the’ om:, w1thout woundmg the other. It
evideritly appears, tflat it s, xmpoﬁib}g to treat
reﬁgxous perl'ons in, general or, the ex.preﬁicns,.
forrhs, and ites common]y ayproprnatcd to reli-
gious worthip, with fcorn 3 dnd not, at the fame
time, bring religion itfelf inta cantempt. . .

T donot mean by ‘this to plead for approban-
on, or even 1ndu1'renc¢, to. any, indecency, by
which folly or vanity may abuf¢ or difgrace the
worthip of God : fa.r fram it . I think every
thing of that kind onght to be rcproved with
feverity, 4nd oppof¢d with refolution : but I con-
tend, that it is mﬁmtely more proper to. treat it

“with abhorrence and deteﬁat!.on, than with {corn.
Whoever will give, himfelf this liberty, may eafily
find an opportunity, from the weaknefs mfepara-
ble from- humanity, to t.hrpw o&’ ‘that rgvcrence‘,
for God and his fcrvxce, which 1t ought to be his
chief folicitude to prcferve ax;d 1mprove, There
are many whofe vifible weakngfs is to, be lamens
ted ; and, perhaps, there is no human charadter
at all fo perfeftly decent i in every refpect but, by,
imitation, and a little aggravatlon, it may be ren-
dered ridiculous. .

Let it alfo be conﬁdered that 1t requn-es fat .
lefs comprehenfion of mxnd to expofc the folly

and
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and weaknefs of oﬂxers, or even tq in vent plau=
fible falfehqods, and mxﬁeprefent thcm, than to
reafon with juftnefs and proprletx on the moft
conmmon’ fubjc&s S O very fmall degree of abili-
ty is fafficient to accompilfh a fcoﬁ'er, who is not
reftrained by dny fenfe of duty Nor is this to
be wondered at 3 for ‘there is’ always ‘a fufficient
number, to whofe uhdcrﬂaﬁdmgs the moft vile
and” mxfera’ole pe'rforh\ance is perfeétly adap-
ted.
. In fupport of al this, I could adduce many ex-
amples, abundantly known and familiar : s.but, for
certain reafons, I fhall only mention a very cele-
brated_ inftance from antiquity. Socrates was
certainly the wifeft and ihe beft man of all the .
heathens, whofe charadters ‘have been tranfmitted
to us. His behaviour was fuch, as not only de-
ferved, but feemed fit to command the efteem
and veneration of all who knew him; yet was
this worthy man fuccefsfully turned into ridicule,
by a perfon, whole writings, which have come
down to us, are to jthe laft degree mean and con-
temptible. Nor was the effet merely tranfient ;
for, in the opinion of many, this contempt pav-
ed the way for the hatred which his enemies foon
raifed dgainft him, and whlch brought lnrn to his
déath.”

I proceéd now, in the laft place, to make fome
improvement of what has been faid : and with
this view fuffer me to ‘apply the truths above il-
‘luﬁrated by giving you fome advxcc and direction

under
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under the three following charafters, oneor more -
of which will mclude every perfon whe now hears
me. : T -
1. To thofe who are young:-in ‘that lawcly,
precious, dangerous feafon ef lifes. of: all.athers
the fitteft for learning what. is. goed, and unhap«
pily: prone.to learn o imitste what ivevil. - My
dear children, this is net the fixft -bf meny times
‘I have addrefled inftruétien pantioularly te you,
and [ pray that God may open your hearts to re«
geive.it. . Let me befeech yom, firfk of all; to learn
this important leflon, to diftralt yourfelves, be
fenfible of your incxperience,. and - be: parfeaded
of your danger, from the admenitions of: others,
The- grcateﬂ: evidence you can -gjve- -of real know-
ledge, is. to be fenfible of your igperance ; and of
~ true wifdom, to be willing to learn; the folkici~
tude and concern of your parents- or other relas
tions, to preferve you from the deftrultive paths
of vice, is from their certain knowledge of what
you are now unwilling to - belicve. Above 2
things, thun as the peflilence; the focicty of - pro-
fane fcomers. . Loft to all fenfe of. piety, feared
in their confciences, amd enflaved ‘to: their-lufis,
they will do all in their power to deftroy.-arifing
fenfe of religion in your minds: ¢ While they
¢ promife you liberty, they themfelves are the
¢ fervants of corraption., Think upon ecternity
approaching : ne.man. can forefee or forctell to
you now, whether your time on- earth..fliall be
long or fhort ; whether you fhall have much prof-
perity
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pezity, ©f 1hany triss in. the préfent world 3 but
as. the blefRrp of Gol is>thebe lingrédiéntin
all temporal'mercies, fo being at peace with hit
umeIM'fuppomunddffuﬁi%ﬁng, aﬁd ’ehc dnly .
prepavation ofardeath, o1t s s

- Blutiaball theodelufive’ &wmtk ‘B {avmm_of
6iiY. are!denwin from ths prefEnelife) fuffer me'to
plead tlser gatde fofipiety dnd truthin this:refpett
Bey afftrdd | chut crrae: belifion ' &' the way té
health, peucey opulence and public eftearit: Hear
the wiftftiof  there men < “Length'of days is in
“cwifdem’s right hand, and in her lefe hand riches
¢ and -hgnoar. . Her ways are wuys-of pleafant-
< nefd, and all:her paths atepeace.” Do notlook
enlyan thofe ibertines . whe areiin the beginning
or middle of their:courfe; whofe fpirits are lively,
and their vigoar yet unimpaired’: look on the few
elder pruftitioners. . Thefe ware the good-fcllows
and focial {pirits of «a formles: period : their com-
panions were cut-off i the - middle of their -days,
and they'remain ds: beatoms: for iyour ihftrution
and warning.: Do youfee them fullen in their
deportment, rheanin their atfire] and defpifed by
the world itfelf 5 their fates bloated with intem-

_perance,and their miferable offspring pale with

hunged, 0f crippled by negle€t ? thefe are the
tetrible fruits of midnight rioting. They were ence
-as‘merry ia their cups, s ready with their jefts,
and as great defpifers of Sabbaths, and fermous,
of whining: and pravmg, as any of their more -
Sy X {prightly
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fprightly {ucceflors, who are in the high road te
the fame defpicable end.

My dear friends, when you percéive any one
ftirring up your averfion to parental authority, and
teaching you to defpife the trodblefome admoni-
tions of minifters and’ mothers, know that he is
enticing you to the ruin of foul, body, and eftate.
Hear again the wife man, or rather the Spirit of
God fpeaking by him : ¢ Hear then, my fon, and
¢ be wife, and guide thine heart in the way—: be
4 not amongft wine-bibbers, amongft riotous eat-
ers -of flefh; for the drunkard and the glutton
fhall come to poverty, and drowfinefs fhall
clothe a man with rags ; hearken unto thy father
that Degat thee, and defpife not thy mother
wlen fhe is.old. The eye that mocketh at his
father, and defpifeth to obey his' mother, the-
ravens ot the “ valley fhall pick it out, and thw
¢ young eagles {hall eat it.’

Do you indeed think, that any of your loofe
companions, with all their profeflions of friend-
jhip and attachment, have the fame concern for
vour truc intéreft that a parent has; of the fame
judgment to difcern it? 'You may efteem it as'a
favour when you aré affifted in the indulgence of*
your pleafures, ‘and’ ‘your irregular courfes” are
concealed from the kﬁowiedgc of your relations ;
but it is in truth the greateft injury that can pof
fibly be done you: it is often diftrefing to thofe
of. riper years and more experience, to obferve
how difficult it is to perfuade young perfons of
eafy

a & A & a & a
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eafy tempers and warm affetions, of the dangeT
of aflociating with profligis:s. We reckon it
hard that yow will not believe that they are worth~
lefs, upon our teftimony; but muit learn it from
your own fatal experience. Belicve it, there is
no true friendfhip but what is founded on the
principles of piety and virtue : and if you confide
in thofe of a different charader, you will fooner
or later be rewarded .with  treachery and falfe-
hood : and indeed the foonar, the better ; for
their friendihip is infinitely more hurtful than
any effecs of their difpleafure. Again therefore,
let me befeech the younger part of my audience,
who have not yet themfelves thrown off all re-
gard to decency, to give up all friendfhip with,
and avoid the fociety of, thofe who, have. Itis
ufually a hard facrifice, I confefs; but neceflary

“to your prefervation from the moft deftruétive

courfes. What fignifies the fcornor refentment
of a few hardened wrerches, compared to the
peace of your own minds, the heart-felt pleafure
you will give to every real friend, your cbmfort -
and happinefs in this life, and the w;ll-grounded
hope of a blefled immortality ¢,

2. Let me fhortly addrefs myfelf to parents, or

" gthers who are entrufted with the education of

youth. And, oh that I could make you fenfible
of the importance and difficulty of your charge!
There are many diretigns, which might be given
you with refpect to education in general ; butI
chioofe to confine my thoughts at prefent to what

is



244 On the Sin of Sciffing

is fuggefted by the accafion and fubjet of this
difcourfe.  Let it therefore be your care, to pre-
ferve your children;. as much as pofiible; from the-
company and converfation -of profane perfons,
efpecially thefe who are tainted with infidelity 5
and who, as its natural confequence, treat the
exercifes of piety with contempt and fcorn. To
futfer this, when you can hinder it, is.treating
their {ouls in the fame manner, as you would do
their bodies, if .you placed, dofes.of fweetened
poifon in every corner of the houfe. You will
duily perceive how children are formed by imita=
tion, in their temper and manners: they muft
bear 3 refemblance to thofe from whom' they re-
ceive their firft impreflions i but if this is the cafe
in general, how much. more muft they embrace
the principles, and imitate the pra&u:c of their
companions in pleafure ¢
This caution is fo neceffary, thet where coum~
f=l and intreaty are mot fufficient to procure cam-~
pliance, autharity ought tobc interpofed. Mere
authority imdeed will be very ineffefal ; and
therefore I muft particularly recommend to you
an carly attention te your childrens opinion and
Hudgment : they foon form a judgment, and will
give early marks of approbation and averfion of
perfons and charaters, Do your utmoft to make
them eftcem religion, as the greateft happinefs to'
avery perfon, and the moft amiable part of every
charalter, Make them fenfible, from your caen-
duct, that it is not only your fincere choice, but
greateft
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greateft delight. It is very fatal to- them, when
they are led to look upon it 2s a burden or con-
ftraint. Habituate thém eadly to confider all
other qualities as good for nothitg, wheén piety is
wanting ; and a perfon of atruly Chriftian con-
verfation as worthy of the higheft'efteem, what-
ever be his ftation or circumftances in ‘other -re--
fpe&ts. Kemember it makes a part of the cha-
ralter of a good man, as drawn by the pfalmift-
David ; ¢ in whofe eyes a vile perfon is defpifed,

¢ but he honoureth them that fear the Lord” T
am perfuaded, that many, who truly fear God
themfelves, are inadvertently guilty of a great
miftake in this particular: they difcover unhap-
pily too much of their admiration or envy of
the natural advantages of others, independent of
their moral charaGter. Drefs, furniture, and
wealth, are looked upon as diftinguithing advan--
tages ; and children are often fuffered'to indulge-
themfelves in mockery and deriflon ;. even where-
deformity, poverty, aukwardnefs, and things per---
fedtly innocent in themfelves; are- the only ob--
jects of their fcorn. IntelleGual abilities alo,-
comprehenfion of mind, and fprightlinefs of fancy
are commonly much the - objeéts of efteem; and’
voung perfons are infenfibly led to admire thefe
natural qualities, without at all -confidering to'
what purpofes they are applied. This muft ne-
ceflarily have a fatal effeét; and therefore parents-
fhould endeaveur,; as much as- poffible, to pre--
ferve upon their own minds, and infpire their
- X3 - children:
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children with, an efteem of true piety, and a han-
ror and averfion at a vicious chara&ler, whatever
advantage may happen to accompany it.

If due care is taken betimes in this refped, I
am perfuaded it will, in a great meafure, prevent

the danger arifing from. the example or folicita- -

tion of the patrons of impiety. Their chief fuc-
cefs depends on their real charafler’s lying eon-
cealed, till it is fafe and proper to avow it. They

inftil the principles of irreligion, asa wife man.

would do the moft facred: truths, by littde and
little, as their difciples are able to bear them, and
always do it under the difguife of pleafure. There
is nothing more. different than the converfation
and carriage of a- libertine, im the prefence of
thofe of whom he ftands:in awe, and ameng his
felect companions; and even thefe laft are but
gradually iditiated im0 the. conduding and borrid
myfleries of profynity and blafphemy. Young
minds therefore thould be. early formed te fuch a

~ tafte, as to look for piety and virtue, before they
will give their approbatien or affettion te any hu- .

man accomplilhments. Were this the cafe, they
would not be fo oftenn betrayed by fpecious ap-
pearances, and drawn in, by degrees, firft, to
{uffer ; then, to imitate; and, at laﬁ, to delight
in the moft vicious praftices.

‘While I am giving you thefe dn‘e&xans, I can~
not help obferving, that you may fee the great
neceflity of wifdom and prudence in the religious
education of children. Apply younsrfelves to it

with

NI e
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with diligence. [t is an extenfive and difficnlt,
but, :at the fame time, a noble, wfeful, delightful
fudy. ¢ And if any man-lack wifdom, let him
¢ afk of God, who gm:th to all men hb\.rally,
¢ and wpbraideth net.’

. I fhall now clefe tl:ns dxfcoumﬁ*. wnh a few
wrds,mpro&ﬁng Chriftians in general.

. My Brethren, when vice rears up its head, and
appears with- infolence amd beldnefs, as it will
eertainly affet every good mam with concern, fo
it is of great importance what treatment it meets
with frem the public. M it pafles without notice,
we may conclude,. that corruption hath deeply in-
fefted the whole mafs. If mem are afraid or
afthamed to exprefs thew indignatien at it, we
may conclude the confpiracy is formidable; and
that the imtereft of truth and piety is greatly on
the decline. There are mamy, who, in cafes of
grofs {candal, rather choofe to keep themfelves at
eafe, by farbearance and indulgence to the guilty,
than rus the hazard of provoking their refent-
ment, by an honeft dedlaration ef their real fenti~
ments. Nor is it feldom to be obferved, that the
very perfons who do leaft im their own fphere, for
flemming the tide of profanity, are the firft and
loudeft in complaining of the negligence of magif~’

-trates or paftors, in inflicting public [xamﬂxments
or cenfunes. ’

. Whilft, therefore, I am endeavouring, in fome
meafure, to difcharge my own. duty, I muft allo
put you in mind of yours. L is evidently the du~
oo . v ty
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ty of all who profefs to fear God, to abftain frome
the fociety of thofe who are grofsly profane, with-
out difcovering any ferde of penitence, or forrow.
The truth is, I ought rather to make this a mark
of truc religion, and affirm, that- all good men

will do fo; than inform them that they fhould. -

There muft be a likenefs of difpofition among fa-
miliar friends. Had you that abhorrence of im-
piety that you ought to have, you would count-
the fociety of impious perfons a ftain and re-
proach to your own charaéters. Of this I am able
to give a very ftrong, and, at the fame time, a

plain and familiar proof.. Were any perfon knownr -

to be guilty of theft and difhonefty, or any fault
that is odious and difgraceful in the world, every:
one would reckon his intimate companions almoft,

i not to the fame degree, as abandoned as himfelf. -

The fame thing will certainly hold as to profanity.
or licentioufnefs 5 though indeed it carries in it 2
melancholy proof, that fins againft piety or purity

are far from being held in the fame abhorrence as.
what endangers our {ubftance or temporal interett.

I muft, however, here beg of you, to attend to a:
fingular and very firong paflage of the epiftle to-
the Romans. The apoftle Paul clofes his defcrip-

tion of the profane world in the followmg terms :

“ who knowing the judgment of . God, (that they.

¢ which commit fuch things are worthy of death)-
¢ not only do the fame, but have pleafure in them

¢ that do them.” I have looked into the original,-
-and find the words jultly trapflated; and you:

\

fee;,

S



at Things Sacred. 249

fee, from the conftruction of the fentence, the. -
apoftle reprefents Having pleafure in fenfual and
wicked men, as implying a depravity' of charater-

fuperior even to that of. fenfuality itfelf.

But as-affociating' with the profane is a mark
of profanity; fo ‘every degree of countenance
given to them, ‘by perfons of entire charater, is
_afenfible injury to the public. It ferves to put
honour upon- vice; and in part to deliver it from
that juft reproach which: ought to be the punifh-
ment of the guilty, and a warning to others not
“to tread in their fteps. I have, on feveral occa-
fions,- obferved, that the prefent period or frate
of things, in this place and cengregation, demands
the greateft concern for the public intereft of re-
ligton. Growing in nambers, and growing, I
hope, in wealth, as-the effett -of your ewn and
your fathers induoftry, you are-in danger of the
introdu&ion of a worldly fpirit by the rifing ge-
meration.  This every good man onght, with the
utmoft prudence and refolution, té& oppofe; pare
ticularly by doing all in his power to preferve the

honour and refpet due to true religion, and~
treating with eontempt every open enemy to that
important intereft. I fincerely with you improv~
ed, and pofiefled of every accomplifhment that is
truly valuable; but beware of that falfe politenefs,
which confifts in little elfe than an oppofition to
_ religion and fobriety, And, indeed I am afraid
we fhall not foon attain to any other; at leaft,not
by the help of thofe, who as they fet religion at
defiance,
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defiance, fo are equally ftrangers to that elegance
and fenfe of decency which diftinguithes perfons
of higher rank. ' ‘
The worft enemies of finners are thofe who
treat them with indujgence, fo lang as they con-
tinue to juftify or to palliate their offences. Noth-
ing ferves to harden them more, than when no
notice is taken of their crimes; and they find
themfelves juft as generally, and as well received,
as if they had done no evil. On the other hand,
when they perceive the deep concern of others on
their account, it is an excellent mean of bringing
them to ferious refleftion, and inducing them to
tremble at themfelves. Wherefore, my beloved
hearers, letme befeech yoif Yo preferve your horror
of {in, notwithftanding the boldnefs of finners.
Do every thing in your own power to reclaim the
offenders. Be carneft in your fupplications to al-
mighty God, that he would fnatch them as brands
from the burning, and raife them up as trophies
of his vittorious grace. But while they continue
in their enmity to:God, forget not, ot your ovmn
account, the apoftolic'counfel ;- have no fellow-
- ¢ thip with the anfruitful works of darknefs, but
¢ rather reprove thems’ v ¢

-

SERMON
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ON

Chriftian Magnanimity*,

a Thefl. if, 12. That you wwould.. walk worthy of
God, who bath called you inte his: hngdom and
glory. . ; - :

S ] F—
Hliprefgnt ﬁnsc was intended, to hc, and l
think muft, by every perfon of reflection; be
admitted, to-be a continupl trial of the :faith and
conftancy of a Chriftian. It is: thexefore a.duty

we

* It feems proper to acquaint the public with the
reafon and intention of this publication. It had
been the cuftom, in the college of New- Jerfey, from
its firft efablilbment, that the prefident fhould
preach a fermon on the Lord’s day preceding com.
ameuncement, for the benefit of young perfons in ge.

neial

z
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we owé to others T gererdl, butvifi 4Tpéciat man-
ner, the tlder’td the' jouhgef; to-give them 'faith
ful warning of  the terhptatidns> aniddahgers;'to’
which they muff; of "nrdééﬁit’f, 'be" expofed) if
they mean-to walk Y the' pathis-of picky: and vir-
tue. It hath oftén 'Gécdtred €0 mey in medita-
ing ‘on this fubject, ‘thit a¢'falle ‘ibney is ok
dangerous, wheni'it 19 Hkeftb kle cfue,’ £ thbfe
principles, and ~thit ‘cHaralter, “wilth approach
the neareft t6 trué religion, “if notwithftantding

," B 0T S x"h@y

- . B T N I I TR A
meral 3 and in the end; addrefs a-pasticulaz exhpr-
tation to the feniors of that year, who were to re-
ceive the firft degree in the arts, and leave college.
This cuftom was very much approved by the au-
thor of the following feimon and addrefs, on his
taking charge of the college, and theréfore regu-
Tarly cootinued. For feveral years, the addrefs
was founded ypon, and had a particular_relation to
whatever had been the fubjet of the preceding dil-
courfe. But in the'year 1775, when the War with
Britain was a&ually begun, and ‘every 'thing feem-
ed to breathe the fpirit of defence, he chole Chyif-
tian Magnanjmity, as the fubje@ of the difcourfe;
and not knowing what might be the event of the
important conteft, he thought it advifeable to make
a colle@ion, or Tummary, of ‘all'the "advices’ that
had been given to the young gentlemen for’ theie
corduét in life, in different years, under diftin&
* heads. This produced the one now publifhed,
which, with fome variations and additions, has been
delivered to the clafs annually, fometimes thé Sab-
bath preceding commencement, and fometimes on
commencement.-day, when the exesciles left room
for it, The author having now introduced every
' thing
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they. are eflentially different from it,. will be moft
ready te impofe on. an-uncautious and, unfufpecting
mind. Therefore, if there is fuch a thing asa

~ worldly virtue, a fyfterh of principles and duty,

ditated by the fiirit-of the world, and the. ftan«
dard of approbation or blame with the men of

_the world, apd if this is at bottom, eflentially

different frome and {fometimes diredtly oppofed to
the fpirit of the: gofpel, it muft be of all others,
the meft ‘dangerous temptation, to perfons of a
liberal education and an ingenuous turn of mind.

This, if I am not miftaken, is really the cafe.
There are fome bfanches of ' true religion which

thing that he thought of fufficient importance to

- find a placein-it, and the length of the piece hav-

ing become fuch as not eafily to'admit of its being
all pronounced in one day, efpecially the "day of .
commencement, he has been induced to publith it
together with the fermon which accompanied it,
when firft prepared and reduced to aregular fyfiem.
He the more willingly agreed to this, that feve-

~ral inflances have happened, of gentlemen, educat-
ed at this college, fignifying, that they thought

they had received advantage, in ‘many fituations,
by recolleting the advices given them at their gra.

.duation for their condu in life. He therefore now
puts the wholt into their hands, and into thofe of
-ajl who are willing to aceept of it, ds the fruit of

. long expesience and confiderable attention to the
-courfe of human-affairs, earneftly wifhing that they

may be uf¢ful and eminent as citizens, {cholars, pa-
triots ;" and at the fame time befeeching them, that
in any. or all of thefe chara@ers, they may reither
forget not be afhamed to be Chriftians.
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are univerfally approved, .and; which, impiety . it-
felf cannot fpeak aga;nf;, Mw, sxuth. and. -in-
tegrity in_fpeech, honefty .in dealing, humenity
and compaﬁwn to perfgnam diftrefs, . But there
are other particulars, in which the worldly virtne
and the Cl}rxﬁlan virtue feem to be different.
things. Of thefe L ﬂ)all fcledt ong, .as an ex-
ample, viz. Spmt, dlgmty, or greatnefs of mind.
This feems to Eﬁ ent,\;;zly of the, worldly. caf « it
olds a very hxgh place in the efteem-of all. world-
ly men; the bojdeft pretenfions are often made:to
it, by thofe who tregt religion. with negle®, and'
“religious. perfons w;th difdajn.or. defiance. : {t 3
alfo a virtue of a very daZZhng appearance ; ready
- to capuvate the mmd, anq particularly, to make a
decp 1mprcﬂ‘10n on . yoyng, perfons, when they
firft enter into life, At the fame time, the gof-
pel feems to  ftand dlre&lv . oppofed to it.  The
humxhty of tho crgaturc, the abafement and con-
trition of the ﬁnner, the| dependence - and, felf
denial of, thc [bchevex;, and above all, the fhame
and reproach of the crpﬁ 1§fclf Afeem.to. coniptrc
in obliging us to renounce it,, |
What ﬂmﬁ we fay then, my brethren ? Shall
we fay, that magnammxty is no virtueat ali, and that'
no fuch excellence belongs fo humgan nature ? Or
fhall we admit that there is beauty and excellenge. .
in 1t-—confeﬁing at the famc time, that it.does
‘ e .ng to religion, and only fay, that though
-we .1t this, we have many other and better
quali izs inits place? To this I can never agree;
: : for

~
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for every real esicellerice ts confiftent with every
other 3 'nay;’ évéby‘?&fﬂ excellerice is adornéd and
WMuftyated by évery othér:- Vices iay be incon-
fiftent ‘with éach’ othéx‘, but’ ‘virtues neéver cam.
Andy 'thereforc, 13- mag‘nahuhlty is an amuble
" and neble ghality,” one of the grgat'*ﬂ: ornaments

of ‘ournatuire; fo T affirm’tha it belongs only to
trug and undefiled féhﬂgloﬁy Andf” that every ap-
pearaice of the one; mthmﬁt ‘the oﬁmr, is not on«
ly: defetive; but falfer- ' 7
»'The:holy feripturés, ‘it is' n‘m, do chmﬂy infift
upon what is propér té humblé our pride, and to
bring us’to-a jaft apprehenfion of our charater
and ftate: 'Fhis was wife and juft, becaufe of that
corruption and mifery into which ' we- are fallen ;.
. the:contrary would ‘Have¢' béén injuit: It is evi-
dently more- neceffiry, in the préfent ftate of hus
' man nature;- to reftrdin pride; than ta kindle am=
bition. -Buf as the feripture polrits out our oris’
ginal dignity, and the ' trte glory of our nature,
fo ‘every trde ‘penitent:is-there”taughit to afpire afi
ter the nobleft charalter, 4nd to- enteftain the moft’
exalted' hopes. In the paffage which I have
chofen as the fubje& of “my dif¢ourfe, ‘you fee the
Apoftle exhorts the Theffilonians to walk flitably
to the dignity -of threir charafter, and the impor-
tanet of théir- privileges, ‘wWhich is a fhort but
juft' defcription’ df trﬁ&a‘nd‘ gei’xume grcatnefs ot
mind. -
My fingle purpofc, from' thefe words, at this
time, ‘is to'explain’ahd recommend: magnammxtg
, Y2 as
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as a Chriftian virtue ; -and: b widh to .do it-in-fuch
a manner, as neither to weaken its lufire, nor ad-
mit any degyee of that corrupt mixture, by which
it is oficn counterfiited: and -groatly debafed.
Some infidels have in texms affirnied, that: Chrif-

- tianity. has. benithed: magnaminity, and - by -its

/

precepts of meeknefs, humility, and paffive fub-
miflion to injury, hos.defiréyed. that noblenefs of
fentiment, which rerdered the .ancients fo ituf-
trious, and gives fo much magjefty:and dignity to
the hiftories of Greeceand Reme. - ‘In oppefition
to this, I hope to-beiable to fhew that ‘real great-
ncfs is infeparable fromy fincere pietyyand thatany
defe& ip the -.one, muft neceflonly be a didfoern-
able blemifh -in the other. Witk this -view, I
will, - firft; ‘ give you- the principles of magnanimi-
iy in' genetaly 4s -a ‘matyral quabity 3 fecondly, I
will {hew what is neceffary to give it neal value,
as .a moral virtge; and,  thidly, fhew that it
fhines with the moft'perfok brightnefs:as a Chrif-

 tian.graccy afeer; will improve: the fibject, by a

pratieal application of what may be faid for your

“inftmdtion and dire@ion.: -

- Firft, then, let me fiate the principles: t?f ‘mag-
nanitity, in general; as a natural quality. I think
it muft be admitted, that -as -there isva veal dif-.
ference betwveen Bodies os to ‘fize: and bulk; as
well as other fenfible qualities,-{o-these is a.real
character of greatnefs, or meannefs, applicable to
the mind, diftinét from its other quolities or
powess. It is, however, I apprchend, a fimple

iIDE.rCmQ(ng,
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.fmpreffion, which d¢annot .be explained-or further
analized, : but may.eafily be feit, .and is: beft illuf-
strared by ity effeltsii - Thefe 'may be . fummed up
'in' the following particulars ::to magnanimity it ~
belongeth. ‘to- attempty 1. Great and difficult

* things ; 2.. Torafpire after; great: and valuable pof-
feftions 3 3. To encounter dangers with refolu-

- tiow ; 4. Toftrugele againft difficulties with per~

. feverarseers and;y.i¢.. Tobear fufferings with. for~
titude :and patience. ', - -

e be]ongstwmagnmxmnty to-attempt great
and difficult things..' "Thofe: who, . from a love of
‘floth: and eafe, neglect: the- exercife, or improve-

- aemt of their powers; and thofe who apply. them
with ever.fogreat affiduity and attention, to things
mean or.of {nall: confequence; arve. plainly defti-
utteof this quality. .. 'We perceive a raeannefs-and
want of {pirit in thisrefpet, ‘when particular. per«
fons fall below theéir rank. in. life; or.-wheny as is
too frequently the:cafe in any rank, they fall be-
low hummn -nature: itRR1f... ' When- a- princey or
other perfon-of; the fixlt-order: and - importance in
human life; bufies himfelf -in - nething- but. the
moft trifling amufcments, - or - arts,of little value,

-me tall i§ .mean; and. when cany man,. endowed
with rational powers,. lofes: them threugh neglet;

" or.déftroys them by the:moft grovelling fenfuali-
ty, we fay he is aéing below: hiaelf. .- The  con-

i trary of this, therefore, or:the vigorous exertion
of. allour powers, and. parntulauv, the applica-
I 1 . . tiom

Rt
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tion of them to things of moment..and d&ﬁiculty,
is real magnamimity. -

2. It bclongs to mtgmm:mtys to afpm: a&er
great and valuable pofleflions. It is more: difficuls-
pmpzﬂy to #luftrate this as a brasch of magnani-.
mity, becaufe of its frequent perverfion, which
will be afterwards explained. It feems, however;
to be neceflanily included in the general charader..
A great mind has great capacities. obenjoyment as
well asadtion. - And as there isa difference be-
tween the bleflings .in our view;,. both in. point of
dignity and extent, fuch avman will net be eafily
fatisfied, or put up.-with what is either mean or
fcanty, while he can acquire' and poflefs a better-
and meore extenfive portion. - ‘Fhe large and in~
creafing defires of the “human. mind;.have aften
been made an argument: for the dignity of cur nas
ture, and our having been :made for fomndnn&
that is great and excollent. - .. .

3- It belongs to. miagnanimity to encounter-
dangers with refolution.. This iy infeparable from,
and’ conftitutes .a° leading: part .of she characier..
Even the moft excellent and waluable fervices to
mankind, if they aré attended . with nodifficulty -
at all, or meet with no oppofition, though they
retain the charaSter of utility, yety for want of this.
circumftance, they lofe. that of gneatmefs; Cour-
age is always confidered-as 3 gooat: quality';. it has
had the admiration, or rather-aderstion,. of man-
kind in every age. Mamy, when they -{peak of
magnanimity, mean notlung elfe but courage, and-

when-



Chrifion Mugnanimity. 259

when they fpeak of meannefs, kave little other
idea but that of timidity. Neither is there, I

think, any human: weakmefs; that is:more the ob--
ject .of contempt and: difdain, than cowardice,
whichy when applied to life in general, is com-

monly called pufillanimaty.
4. ¥t belongs ta greatnefs, to ﬁruggle againf¥

difficulties with fteadinefs-and perfeverance. Per-.

feverance is.nothing-elfe but continued.and inflex~
ible courage:  Wee fee fome perfons, who fhew
the greateft altivity. and beldnefs.for a feafon, but
trme -and  oppofition weaken. their force, and

feem, if I mayidpeak:foy to ewhauft their courage,.

as if they wafied the power by the exertign. -Per-
feverance, therefore, is neceffary to-greatnefs. Few
things are more'-contrary to this charadter, than
ficklenefs and unfteatlinefs. 'We.commonly. join

together; the charadters-of ‘weak ‘and changeable.

.§. In the Iaft place, it :belongs te greatnefs to

bear futferings with fartiude and patience. This
is a kindred quality to the former; and isneeeffary.
to camplete the charader of magranimity, Such-
is the frate -of human. things, that fuffering is in-

one way or another, wholly unavoidable. It often

bappens, that dificulties: cannat be removed, or

encmies camnot be conquered ; .and then:it is-the
laft effort of greatuefs. of mindy-to bear -the
weight of the one or-the crueity of the other, with
firmomefs - and: patiences ( ‘This virtue has always
been - of the .greateft reputation. It is a well
known faying, of a heathen philofopher, thata

- great

N
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great man, fuffering with mvlnc?blﬂpat:ence, un-
'der a weight of misfoftudes, i a"fight, which
‘even the gods' muft behotd with'ddntiration, ¢

Having thus' pointed out’ the" rittciples, or ra-
ther enumerated ‘the chief effects of iagnanimity,
as a natural quality; i¢t us‘now; ‘in’the fecond
‘place, confider what is neceflary to give ‘it real
value, as a' morat “virtue! 'This i¢ of " the'utmoit
importance, and muft: appéar‘fag‘“wall whe will
confider the fub]c& with dttention: - That I may-
“fet the matter inas deara light 4s‘ poffible; ob-
ferve, that to rendér magnanimity a valuable qua-
lity, it muft furthcr’ have the followihg charac-
tCl‘S 2 ol oW

1. The object of -our defires muft be ~mft as
‘well as great. Some of the nobleft powers of the
" human mind, have often been exerted in invad-

ing the rights, inftead of promoting the intereft
and happinefs of ‘thankind. +As the hiftory of the
“world, is little ¢Hfe than the hiftory of human
guilt's fo;’ i'nany ‘of ‘the’ moft illuftriots - names,
tranfmitted down' to ius,’ have: been thofe of the
moft active and fuceefsful deftroyers of their fel-
low creatures. - There ‘may be, ‘and- there have
‘been in fuch petfons; matiy or moft of ‘the in-.
~ gredients of natural ‘greatnefs of ' 'mind, but thefe
‘have ‘only ferved to'make ‘the charafters, in the
eye of reafon, more hideousand deteftable.

- 2. Our defires cught to be governed by wif=
dom and prudence; ‘as-well as juftice. ' If any
perfon eithier * forms “difficult projects, or afpires

after
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after great pofleflions, and in profecution of his
purpofes, exerts cver fo, much courage, fortitude
and patience : yet, if, thefe defigns are lefs ufeful,
or thefe, poffeslions lefs valuable, than others to
which he might have applied \the fame talents, it -
cannot defervg. the name of true niagnanimity. .
If any pexfon, for example, forms a refolution of
exerting-his. fkijl, jn fuch. feats or performances
as bave nothing or _very little valuable .in them,
but, that' they. are. difficylt .and uncommon, I
thigk no man will pretend that he has any title
to the charater of greatnefs of mind, etherwife
a rope-danger might be a hero.: Or, if any per-
fon {hould fpend a whele life, in the moft un-
wearied application to the fingle purpefe of ac-
cumulating . weakh, however, vaft his defire, or
however afkopithing -his fuccgfs, his merit would
be very finall. Nay,.we muft. be fepfible. that_he
has loft many opportugities ef:.dging fignal fen-
. vice to mankind, and of acquiring more valuable
and durable enjoyments, while jn pusfuit of this,
which, , after all, will difappeint his hopes. . _

3. The principle of, adtion wmaflt be honour-
able, as well as the. atchigvements illyfirious. . If
a perfon does things ever fo extraprdinary in
‘their nature, overcomes . the, greateft difficulties,
ar braves the moft formidablg dangers, merely to
make his name famous, we muft at.gnce perceive
how much, it detrats even from his name itfelf.
"This is not the language of religion only, it is the.
language of reafon, and. the dictate of the human

heart.
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heart. An infatiable thirft of praife,.is fo far
from bemg amiable, that it is hatgf‘ul or contcmpo
tible. * I am fenfible that 3 thu-& of fame, is not
ornly apparent in, but feems to have Dbeen confef-
fed by many of the’ mo& mﬂmg\nﬂwdheloes of
antiquity 3 ‘but"as it certainly does abate, in a.
good degree, the' luftre’ of, thel,r gre.at adtons, fo-
the- mdulgence that’ is given' them, upon this
head; is wholly owmg to the difadvantages  they
lay under, ih a ftate of Hcathemfm, and their .ig-
norance of a betté# and nobler principle. ¢ Noth-
-¢ ing;’ fays an emmcnt author, ¢ can be great,
*¢ the contemift df which i is great ;) and, therefore,
if a eontempt of riches, a negleét of fame, and a
‘readinef3-to facrifice beth to duty and ufefulpefs;
‘is ofie of the moft' glorious! charaters we can
conceive, it is plam, that nbt the deeds, but the
principle is the evndence, and not the head nor
the hands of man, but the heart isthe. feat of ge-
Ruine greatriefs. ' Ly

4. In the 1aft placé, in ordcr to real grcatnefs,
every dttempt muft be poﬁible and rational, per-
‘haps probatte. ‘Nothing is more common than.
to find perfons, under the pretence of great and
" illuftrious deﬁgns, proﬁ:cutmg what is not of any
value when obtaincd and‘at the fame time fearce-.
ly poflible, and no way probable tobe obmned at
all. Fhis s’ dechnmg altogethes from the line
of greatnefs, and going into the path of extrava~
gance, -Again, fhould any man undertake what
Le was altogether unablc to perform, however. ex-:

a cellent.

-
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cellent the defign’ were m itfelf, ‘we would not
digriify it even with the’ name of ambition ;. he
would acquire ‘and dcfene the charﬁu‘,‘ter, not of
greatnefs, biit of Folly or maé’nefs :

. On the whole, it is plam that thefe moral. prm—

* ciples, muft enter into the compoﬁnon of true

greatnefs, "and that, when they :are wanting, the
natural charaétérs mentioned before, degenerate
intovice, and affume the names of prxdc, ambntl-
on, temgtity, ferocnty and obf’cmacy

"This leads me, in the third place, to ihcw, Dot
only that there is nothing in real religion, con-
trary to mgnanlmlty, but that there, and there
only, it appears in its beauty and perfettion. Let.
e “briefly run’ over, and ‘apply to religion, the

. -above-mentioned mgrcdxents of magnanimity.

1. Itis to attempt great and difficult things.
Religion calls us to the g'reateﬁ: and moft noble
attempts,” whether i in ‘a ‘private or Bubhc view,, -
Ina pnvate vxew, it calls us to reﬁﬂ; and. fubdue
every corrupt and 'finfal paffi on,'howevq:r Rtonge .
ly the midulgence is follclted by the tempting ob- -
je&, or récommended by the’ artful feducer, The
importance anid difficulty of this ﬁ:rugglc, appears:
not’ only from the holy fcrlpturcs, but from the
experience’ “and teﬂl,mony ‘of mankmd in. every -
age. What c:iutlons are ngen by Solomon upon,

" this fubjet ? ¢ He that is flow to anger, is. bet~
"¢ ter than the mighty: and he that ruleth his

* {pirit, than he that taketh a city.” The wifeft
Heathens have inculcated the ncceﬁ‘lty of felf-

government
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government, and the danger of fuﬂoundmg temp-
tation, by many inftru®tive images. -+ But why
thould I extend this part of the fubject? How few
are fuccefsful ‘in this attempt ? This alone isa
fufficient proof, that it is great and difficult, and

-every perfon exercifed to godlistefs, will be a

bundantly fcnﬁble of it, t'rom ‘the ﬁatc of: lus
own heart. ST T .
In a public view, every good man- u'talkdu
live and act for the glory of God, and' the good
of others. Here he has as extenfive a foene of
activity, as he can poffibly defire. Hae'is not " inw
deed permitted to glory or td build an altar to
his own vanity, but he is both pérmittéd:and ob=
liged to exert his talents, to improve his time, ta
employ his fubftance, and to hazard his life in:
his Maker’s fervice, or his country’s caufe. * Nor
am ] able to conccive any chara&ter more truly
great than that of one, whatever be his ftation or
profeflion, who is devoted to the public good un-
der the jmmediate order of Providence. He
does not feck the bubble reputationin the dead-

1y breach, but he complains of no difficulty, and

refufes no fervice, if he thinks he carries the

‘commiffion of the King of kings.

2. The truly pious man afpires after the great-
eft and moft valuable pofleffions. He. defpifes,:
indeed, the uncertain and the unfatisfying enjoy-
ments of time. His defires after prcfcnt enjoy-
ments, are fubjected to the will of God. * He has'
glvcn them up without referve, yet ‘his heavenly

Father
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Father knometb’that he hat;h negd pf thefe thmg’sl
and therefore he heth 1$ﬂ¢§ and, lwpes to, receive |
what is fifitable and. nbc’eﬁ'az.y and. believes;that 3
little that!a juft [m{;mpath, is. f;c;tcx than the rich-
es of any: wicked.. - But the . glorious object of
the chrifrian’ snmbh;on, is the inheritance i mcor-
raptible sl unidefiled, and,, that- fadeth, not ?_,
way: The honourable rclatxon he ﬁands into
‘God a5 his adapted child, in Chrift Jefus, mclmeb

ahd »authorifes him:to, hope. for. this purchafed :

poffeflion,  and ‘ennbles hiny tq look. down with

-becoming: intkifference, om, all, tbg glory of tlus
‘tranfitory rworld.: Let:the rich. man glory i in, his |

riches, and the wife man glory in ’hl; wxfdom 3 he
only glories tinsthis,. that -he knoweth the Lord
and. &l be with him fp; EVEr,. .-

3. Tnie. ;piety.encounters the grcat\,ﬁ dangels
with :refolutions . The fear of God. is the only
ctfedmal thenh o delives ys &omthc fear of man.
Experience  has, abpndamly thewn, that the fer-
vaits of Chisift Jsave., adhered to his. caufe, and
‘made profeffion of -his.name, in pppoﬁtlon to all

-the terrors which. infernal polxcy could prefent to’
‘them, and all.the fufferings, with which the moft

favage inbumanity could afit them. But as
‘this, beloags -to: the cafe .of perfecution for con-
fcience-faké} which; by. the : peculigr kmdne{s of
Providence, is encr,edmglj raje among us, it Is
proper “to obfervey that every chriftian has fre.
‘quént opportunitics:of manifefting a holy refolu.

‘tibn 4 encpuntering, the reprpach and dcl 1ﬁ01

of

~
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of worldly men, for pd,hctmg to, his duty. And
when we confider how hard it is to bear reproach
and, fcorn,: gallgd, jn. fcn;)t,ure, ‘the tyial of
¢ cruel mockings’, there wll appear, to be no {mall
meafure of dignity and. l;cxoxfm in hxm, who can’
calmly fubmit tg it from every quarter, : rather
than depart from. his duty., There are not a few
who are apt to,,bpaft of their fp}rl,t and refolution,
who are yet, unable to bcar rcproach and mean-
ly make the. fcnty;nents of. others, and the caprice
of fadtion, the rule. of duty, in placc of the clear
diltates of confcnence and the wprd of God.
How contemptible i tl;}ls, gompared to the con-
duét of that map, who feeks ‘no, fame, but by ho-
neft means, and fears no rcproach for honeft ac-
tions, but contents himft;lf with a filent and be-
lieving regard to him who feeth in fecret, and
who fhall at Jaft brmg every, work into judg-
ment. . . -

4. True pae,ty pcrfcvercs wgth cqnﬁancy in op-
pofition to copntinped trial. . Thls is mdeed what
- diftinguifhes. the, C!:mﬁlan warf;n;e from that of
every other. It continues, through hfe, and the
laft enemy to be overcome is death., In all the
conflicts between men on earth, the :ﬁ'ue may be
fpeedily -expected, and the rcward unmcdnately
beftowed ; but in religion, it is only he who fhall
endure to the:¢nd that thall be faved. -, This adds
greatly to the difficulty, and fcems to fhew, not
only the . cxcellcnce and_ bcauty, but the real

dignity
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dignity m& magnammxfy of the chriftian charac-
! R S TY B N A S T B I PR S A T ¢
ter.

5. In the laft’ 'pl’ace, triié piety endufes fuffer-

‘ing with’ patlence and” fortitude. ‘¥ we reflect
“upon” the numbér 'of fuffering mmartyts, whofe

teftinlonies ‘are u oh récord, we fhall'fee with
what calmnefs and compof'un., \ith whidt uridaunt-
‘ed ﬁrnmfs, and “fomstimes With what exultation
and triumph they hdve goné’ to 1 {¢affold, or been
tied to a ftake. *Can any petfon, think you, who
hath gone to the field of battle, in ‘queft of glo-
ry, or who hath braved thé'danger of theé feas,
in que& of wealth 'Of power, be’ ofice compared
with thof¢ who have chéarfully givén dp their

precious’ life, or fubsthitfed” their bodies to the

torture, to keep their confciences undefiled ? But

‘my brethren, chriftian pitience is much more

frequently tried in another manner. The belic-

‘ver has made an unreferved furrender of himfelf -
“and his all, to the difpofal 6f providence: His
faithfulnefs to this promife; ‘fs brought " almoft -

every day to the trfal.” For the chriftian then to
fuffer reproach, without rendering evil for evil,

“or railing for railing , to be fubmiffive under the
lofs of {ubftance, and fay with Job, ¢ Naked came
¢ I out of my mother’s womb, and 'naked fhall I
* ¢ return thither : the Lord gave, and the' Lord

¢ hath taken away; bleffed be the name of the
¢ Lord.—To yield up relations, and to fay with
David, I {hall go to him, but he fhall not re-
¢ turn to me.’ To look forward to approaching

Z2 death

~
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death, and fay with the Apoftle Paul, ¢ I am now
¢ ready to be offered, and the time of my depar-
ture is at hand’ *This is magnanimity indeed;
this s the moft folid glory to which any child of
Adam can pofiibly attain. 1 procced, in the laft
place, ta'make fome. pra&xcal xmprovement of
what hath been faih
1. You may leam, from ‘what has been faid
that whenever honour dxﬁ'ers from conﬁ:icnce, it
is a treacherous guide 3 wherevcr fpmt and dig-
nity of mind, as a worldly virtue, differs fram
true rellgwn, and even from the fimplicity of the
gofpel, it is.falfe and fpunous The gofpel, it is
true, will Dt fuffer men to feek rcvenge, or tp
delight in it. It ‘will humble them in'the fight
of God, and make them {elfidénied in the pref-
ence of men, yet it will’ conﬁ:ram them not to re-
fufe any duty to the one, or any ufeful fervice to
the other. It will not fuﬁ‘er them to be ambiti-
ous of higher places of honour and truft, but it
will make them ative and zealous in the duties
of that place, in which they already are. It will
. not fuffer them to refent _injuries and gratxfy re-
venge, but it will make them witliffand a king
upon his throne, if hc prefume to interfere in the
matters of their God. Whatis there hcre that is
not noble?
After all, the teftimony in favour of true piety,
is univerfal, if carefully attended to. Every one .
muft acknowledge, that oftentation, and love of .
praxfe and whatever is contrary to the felf-denial of
the
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the gofpel, tarnithes the beauty of the greateft ac-
tions. Courage and modeﬁy, merit and humili-
ty, majefty and condefcenfion, appear with ten-
fold glory, when they are united ; it is impoffible
‘to feparate them 3 to dxvxde, is to deftroy them,
‘They are like light and fhade in a picture, which
‘are neceffary to cach other; and which, by their

" union, conftitute the beauty pnd augment the

luftre of f e pxece. So true is thxs, that ‘the
higheft polith that’ any perfon can ‘receive in

- commeree with the world, is to ‘have an apparent

difpofition to prefer the. intereft of others to his
own, to guard againft every degree of offence,
and to be‘always ready to oblige. I have often
been pleafed with that obfervation of a foreigner
of high rankt, that worldly politenefs is only an
imperfe imitation of Chriftian charity, it is no-
thing elfe but a ftudied appearance of that de- -
ference to the Jud.gment and attention to the in-
tereft of others, which a true Chnﬁxan hath as
the rule of his duty, and’ thc dd'poﬁtnon of his
heart.

2. Suffer me to- obfcnve, that as’ Chriftian
magnannmuy is more excellent than that of the
world, it is alfo more pralticable, and, in faQ,
more univerfal. Worldly magnanimity is what
always ‘requires fuch talents, as do riot fall to
the lot of many, and fuch opportunities for its
exercife, as feldom occur. The road to heroifin
is not open to every man. But that rmgnanim'- 5
ty, which is the fruit of true religion, being in-

A 3 desd
1 Thae Pria ce of Conti,
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deed the product of divine grace, is a virtue of
the heart, and may be attained by perfons of
" mean talents and marrow pofleflions, and in the
very loweft flations of haman life. In fa&, there
have been, and are daily examples of it in every
rank. We fee the heroic fortitude of the mar-
tyrs, ‘as manifeft in thofe of early years, and the
weakeft fex, asin any other ;. and whoever wild
'vrﬁt‘tlwfqlitwywa]ks of life, may find, in the
loweft frations, bumility, thankfulnéfs, patience.
under afflition, and fobmiffion to providence,
fuch a8 wowld de honour to the moft approvesl
virtue, and the :moft enlightened mind. To
defpife-ridhes, and :refirain the imsotions of ‘envy
snd impatience, in-a:needy fate, is perharps as

truly noble as to impreve themr wifély in ahigher.

Thus, the honour ‘whidh is chiefly defirable, is
-equally open-to therich and:to the poor, to the
Jearned and to the ;uplearned, to the wife and to
the unwife, as it-cometh from God, who .is-no
refpeter of perfons. . Qe of 'the beft and -hap-
picﬁ effeéts of feriousrefletion is, to bring us,
in a.great meafure, ail upon atlevel, as mdeed,
one moft important refpe@——the magiftrate: with:
his robes, the.fchalar with his:learming, - and+the
day-labourer, that ftands unnoticed, are all mpoa
the fame footing~—for we muft alLappcat betore
the Judgment-Seat of Glift.
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A % s you have now ﬁmﬂaed the u{'ual courfc

_A of ftudy in this place, and are to enter
apon public life in a. variety- of ways, as- each
dhall be determined by inclimation or other .cir-
€umftances, I willingly embrace the opportunity
of addrefing an exhortation to you, at this im-
postant and interefling pexiod of your lives. I

: do
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do not mean to fay much, ifany thing, that you

have never heard before ; but to lay bold of your
prefent fituation, with fome hope, that what
may be faid now, will remain upen your memo-
ry, and have an influence upon your future con-
du&. That I may fpeak with the greater clear-
nefs and precifion, I will divide what I have to

fay, into three branches. 1. Your duty to God,

and the intereft of your fouls. 2. The profecu-
tion of your ftudies, or the improvement of your
talents, as members of fociety. 3. Prudence in
your commerce with the world in general, your
outward provifion and other circumftances ‘in
life. o
As to the firft of thefe, it is to all men of the
greateft moment. Some of you, I know, and
more, I hope, are intended for the fervice of
Chrift in the miniftry. To this we have the uni-
verfal futfrage, that true religion is abfolutely ne-
ceflary, with which I heartily agree. But I with
thofe who are deftined for other employments,
may not fometimes make a comparifon here un-
juft in itfelf, and dangerous, perhaps even ruin-
ous to their own fouls. Becaufe true religion is
necellary to a minifter, and they are confcious to
themfelves, or at leaft fufped that they are with~
‘out rcligion 3 inftead of laying to heart the things
that belong to their peace, they only determine
that they will follow fome other calling. But
alas, though the difference’ to the - public is very
reaty tae ditfcrence to the perfons themfelves,

feems-

e o em
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feems to me but very fmall. A clergyman withs_
out religion, to be ‘fure id'a dreadful charaen,
and, when vifible, a- deteftable' one; but truly
one would think, atthe clofe of life, it will be
but little comfort to a man, that he muft go to
the place of torment, not s a minifter, but asa
lawyer, phyfician, foldier, or merchant. There-
fore fuffer me to fdy to you, and to all who now
hear me, that the care of your fouls is the ¢ one
¢ thing needful.” All mankind, of every rank,

denomination and profeflion, are finners by na-

ture. The minifters of the New Teftament have
received -a commiffion to preacl the gofpel to
every creature : ¢ He that believeth fhall be fav-
¢ ed, and he that believeth not {hall be damned.”
‘While Fay this, T beg:of you to confider that
the advantages which you ' have enjoyed, will be
an aggravation of your guilt, if they are unime
proved. There is an equity as well as wifdom
often to be obferved in the providence of God.
Unlefs resfons of fovereignty, that is, reafons
unknown to us, prevent’it, judgment will be in-
flicted, when a perfon or people is ripe for the
firoke. Therefore, as. fome plants and feeds,
both from their own nature and from the foil
and “fituation in which they are placed, ripen
fooner than others, fo fome ‘perfons; by the
early pains taken uponthem, ‘and the privileges
they have enjoyed, fill up the meafure of their
iniquities fooner than others, and are more
.fpeedxly overtaken with deferved vengeance.
There
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Thete are many common fayings that are the ef-
fects of error and pr'ejﬁdicé j~for exariple, that
which you wilt be told by many, that the children
of good’ men ate as bad as"any.' If'this is inten-
ded to'infinuate that 4' regular and pious educa-
tion atfords no 'ground to hope for good beha-
‘Viour in after life, ‘it is‘at once contrary to reafon
and experience. But if' we fHould fay that when
young pérfons plotifly educated, “burft reftraining
bonds afunder, and ‘are feduced into vicious cour-
fes, they commonly run'fafter and farther than
‘others, itis a certain fa&, which may-be eafily
accounted for,’and affords an important inftruc-
tion to alk. I o
- After'initreating you to lay religion to heart, I
muft befeech you to guard againft being too eafily
fatisfied in a matter of infinite moment. Do not
think it enovggh'to be prudent, cautious, or de-
‘cent in your condudt, or to attain a charalter
formed upon worldly principles, and governed
by worldly motives.” 1 am not againft (as you all
know) introducing’ every ‘argument againft fin,
‘and fhewirg you'that loofe practices are ruinous-
to name, body, ind eftaté. ''Neither is it wrong
that you fhould fortify every pious refolution by
the addition of thefe motives.  But alas! the
evil lies deeper. ¢ Except a man be born again, he
¢ cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” True
religion muft arife from a clear and deep convic-
tion of your loft ftate by nature and praftice,
. ' X s : and
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and an unfeigned rehance on the pargomng mer-
cy and fandtifying. gracaof God,

Suffer me, upon thlS fuble&,‘ Qarpqﬁly to rc,-
commend to all that fcar God, to. apply. themfelves
from their eqrheft youth to the exercifes of
piety, a life of prayer and cqmmumon w;th God.
This is the fource from whxch a rqal Chrxihan
muft derive the fecr,et copfort, of his heart, and
which alone will give beauty, gonﬁﬁqncy, and
uniformity to an exemplary life, The reafon why
I have mentioned it on this. occaﬁon isy that
youth, when the fpirits,are hvcly and the affec-
tions vigorous and firong, is the feafon when
this habit muft be formed. There are advane
tages and difadvantages attending every fiage.
of life. An aged Chriftjan_ will. naturally  grow
in prudence, vigilance, ufefulgefs, attention to
the courfe of providence, and fub_]eéhon to the
divine will 5 but will feldom attain to greatcr fer-
vour of a&'e&lon and lif¢ in divine worthip, than
he had been accuftomed to from his early. years.
On the contrary, he w;ll generally. fee it ngcefs
fary inftead of trufting to occafiongl. jimpules to
guard and firengthen the habit by order and
form. .

Be compgmons of them that fear God Eftecm
them always mott . hlghly, ang Ihun, as a con-,
tagious peftilgnce, the fociety not only of loofe
perfons, but of. thofe cfpccxauy whom you per-.
ceive to be infeted with the principles of infide-.
lity, or enemies to the power of religion. Many.

T of
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of thefe are muchimere, dangeroug to pons; per-
fons than opem profligates. As for thefe laft,
decency is againft them, the world itfel con-
demns them, reafon defpifes them, apd.prudence
thuns them. He muft. haye a- VETy: mean tafte
indeed who is capablq,oﬁ finding pleafirre in dif-
order and riot. If I; hqd no higher, Ppleafize on
earth than in eating, and drinking, I wonld not
chufe to eat and drink with the drunken., Order,
neatnefs, clegance, and even moderstion itfelf are
neceffary to exalt and refine the pleafures of 2
fenfual life. ‘Therefore I will not allow myfelf
to fuppofe, that I fhall afterwards hear of apy of
you roarmg and fiweating in taverns, or watting.
your bodies and eftates, by lewdnefs and de-
bauchery, or.that you take pleafure in thofe whe
dofo. But be efpecially careful to avoid thofe
who are enemies to vital piety, who do not pre-‘
tend to fpeak directly againft religion, but: give
every vile name they can think of, to all who
feem to be in carneft on that fubject, and vilify
the exercifes of religion under the names of
whining, cant, grimace, and hypocrify. Thefe.
are often unhappily fuccefsful in making fome
uncautious perfons athamed of their Redeemer’s.
name, his truths, his laws, his Pcople, and. lus
crofs.

I need hardly obferve, that tl:ns is not to. he
underftood as recommending pharifaical pride
and fupercilioufnefs, far lefs a rath and preﬁ.xmy—
tuous judging of the ftate of others. It is not |

only
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only lawfal, but 6uf duty, to have a free com-
munication with cur fellow ¢itizens, for the pur-
pofes of focial tife : It is-riot ‘only lawful but our
duty .to be: dourteous “and to give cvery prop»r
evidence of refpe and'attention to others, acs
cording to their rank and' place in focicty. What'
I meari to caution you agam& is, an ‘unneceflary,
voluntary intercourfe, fuch ashas inclination for
its motive and plc-uﬂxrc for its'obje&. With re-
fpect to this, we heed ‘not hefitate to fay with
the infpired prophet, © He that walketh with
¢ wife men fhall be wife, but a compamon of
¢ fools fhail be deftroyed’ © ' '

2. T come now to fpeak a little’ tpon the pro~
fecution of your ftudies and the improvement of *
your talents. Your education' in a'feminary of
learning, is only intended to give you the ele~
ments ‘and firft principles of ftience, which
fhould whet your appetite for midre, and which
will enable you to' proteed with'an’ affired Lope
of fuccefs. It hath ‘bedn- gehierslly'a favourite
point with me, to tecominend the union of iJi»ty
‘and literature, and td guard yéung ‘perfons a-
gainft the oppofite extremes. We fee fometimes
the pride of unfanfified knowledge do great
injury to religion; and on the othe hand, we
find fome perfons of real picty defpifing human
learning, and difgracing the moft glorious truths’
by a meannefs and indccency hardly fufferable in
their marner of handling them. On this ac-
count, mduﬂ:ry and application to Rudy‘ is of the "

Aa " utmoft
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utrrioft intportatice’ to THORIWHE afe inténded for
tﬁcoﬂicebf‘theﬁﬂnmw‘f clougd baa some v
* Bat1 Haveii filttifersh Vvieth, (16 tecotimenid
to you ol withott Exception;a Tl of dligence
bind application. Av6id! floth as 2" dangeroiis
gremy s feAF - hteit, andl depHE G TF isla
cottiirion fafing;' that bmén 6 ot 'kilow their
own! ‘weEknef 3 bt dit7T8 as bl land a . tHith
moie'! tpbttaiie, Yt the & 1idt kndw their
own firength. Pdiéfire tat jou will receive the
following infbrnmation from mé, Which T dare fy,
évery perfoh of judgtent and- Expetience will
‘confirm,  that ‘multitudés” of modérite capacity
have been’ ufeful it théir generation,. refpetted
By thé public; 3ndl Grccefifid i life § while thofe
oFfuperidf taletks fromn naturé, by meére flothful-
néfy’ and‘idle ~habits, or felfsindulgence, have
ljved tfelefs and died contemptible.  There is al-
1o’ difpofition in "young . people, .which you ~
know I'havé ‘ften fet' myfelf to oppofe; to think
that toofe ‘Srregetdt 41ids)’ and Tomethries even
vieidus Tibértics 4t a'fign of fpirit and capacity.
_ 'TFe very ¢ontfaty is the titith!” k- requires*no-
“genitrs ‘at Wl 40 do’ miHcHikf, - Perfons of the -
‘gredteft. ability have generally beén lovers-of ‘of-
fders (' Neithet I thefedady inftadc€ i be found
Tof 2 nan’$ aktiving af' great “rdptitation’ o Wefal-
néft, e hls cipucky wivit!ie sighe; without T6-
duftry-and application. 7 iy 2 s
Suffer me here, in a paiticulat rianner, to 8-
commend to you a firfines of ‘mind" and fteady
- per-
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perfeverance, ay of: sha utmeft, mement, to your
progrefs and fuccefs.- Whatgwer 4 mans talents
from. natyss may, bey i dre, #pply hinlel 1o, yhat
is not altogether unfuitable to thems, and. hold ony
with Tteadinefs ;and ymiformiky, he will be. ufp,ful
and bappy.; bt if; hg.be ;lopferand volatile, ims:
patient,of, the flawnefs, of things. in their ufial
eourfe, and, fhifting, from,project fo,praistts be
will prpbably; neithier be the,one wer;the, other,

I am fomewhat 3¢ a10fs Wity to fiy as to char
rafler, and xcputation,. yet it -i¢. fo. important 3°
poiat, that- 1tmu0: not.bcrgnpttedv True rel;gxqq

rrrrr

Prmapk to gqvem YOW' mw;‘q@ than t}m defice
of applaufe from mem. - Yety in fubardipation tg
what ought o be the. great,, purpofe , of Life, the
approbation of the fupreme. Judge, chere is ‘ajult
and laudable ambition to dg, what,js yrmfp»wor—
thy among men,..; This, ought pet-to be extin-

' guithed in the m;mis of, Y"F‘ﬂ%ﬂbvmg P jppwer-

ful fpur and incitement to virtuous' or “illpftrions
adlions. Atruly oqd man, W}li feek mo, pra:ic
but by honefy means, and willbs. fupenor even
ta difgrace. icfelf, if browght upen hjm by adher-
ence to his duty,.: Yet he will alfg be tender and

-careful mot to give, juft, caufp- tq any-to impeach

his condudt... 1£1. might be permigted: to diredt
Ypux yiews upgn. thxs i'pl)_|¢é‘t1 I would fay, cqnfi~
der that your charatter is already beg;pnmg to
form. Every ftep you take fusther in life, will

both afccrqum and fpread it. . Xou ought alfo to
‘ ) be

A.az
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¥e fnforined;’ that noteithitahding ull ¥he! Hadee
néyed complained/of the partiality 4hd-eerforiouf
nefs of the NoAdyd ity resl chistscler) i point
oftabality, b neder” miiftaken; and bot ‘feldom iy
point 'of hibrals. “Thar tlietd e iy malicious
and fenTohouS‘?efTahJ T4 rec, bht"liés"ére otk
Walt fo'dvirable ¥ trith, >/ There iyl an* fmpartitic
t m o diffufive Dublcs Which WK fhiw - #ielf
. ‘Where mégnd of informiftich” &< Afdded” to ik
‘Therefore reverence tHe' udgrirent ‘of mankind
without idolizing 3. B as “cautious ‘as pofiie
to dé nothing thit 8eferves cenfie, and asintle
concerned s pofiible WHatthproaches z
upon you undefetved. It is'not a contradiction,
| bt perfedily tonfifténtito fiy;d man fhould be
tender anll cven jéalods ‘of his charaéter, and yét,
© Wot greedy of praife, There i’ an amiablenefa
and dxgmty in'the firft, but a meanncﬁ. and bttlcq
nefs in the faffe 4 01 v v

o Anotliér advfce}‘nézr akih to the laft; is; do
us rhueh oy you “an 'to' 'deferve praifc, and yet a-
atoxd as ‘iuch a3 poffible the hearing of it. -This
is but another vibw ¢f the fame fubject; and that
‘it may be the ‘mére- ufeful, and my intention in
1t the mote mamfeﬂ, 1 will ‘éxtend it both ta
‘praife and difpraife. © 'When ‘ you come into puB-
lic life, and betomethe ohjels of ”gbncrai attetl-
tion, not only guard ag"tmﬂf fifhing for applhufe,
and being inquifitive after what people think -or-
fay of you, but avoid knowing it -as much as you
secently cag. My reafon for this is, that whether

. . o
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- yowill or not-you will hgar as muchiof the flan-
der of your ¢nemigs. as, you  ill - bear, with. pati--
encé, and as much pE the. Aattery of yous friends,
or interefted pexfons, 3 .yon. will ‘beag with huy’
mility. - Therefore prepare ypurfslf for. both, but
feck for neither. . Scveral eminent authors, as
you doubtlefs knaw, have given it 2s an advice to,
youag.clergymgn,; ang other. public fpeakers, to
get a friend-who is. 2,goad judge, and intreat him
to. make remarks upen .their, compofition, carrl-" :

* age; delivery, &e: with-fidelity. - I have nothing:

to fay againft the. goodnefs of -the advice in itfelf,: .

but at the fame time; I have no.great conviction

of the neceflity or. even the. utility of it.. Itis.
very feldom that advice-is afked in' this manner, -
but; with 2 view to.obtain a compliment,and fHll
feldomer thrat, it is given with. fufficient, freedom
and impartiatity. - If any man “has humility and-

felf-denial enough to with to know his own faults, .

shere. will be ittle - difficulty in-difcovering them.:

Or if we could: fuppofc ‘there; were  difficulty” to

himfelf, his enemies, or rwals, or talkatwepcoyle,'

shough - they ‘be neither the .one. nor the ather,
will fupply the defect. Perhaps you will think,:
that in the firi®ures. of malice and envy, there is
generally an acrimony that has no great tendency’
to reform ;- likg a rafty knife, which makes a very
painful wound,, though not very deep.. T agreeto-
this fully, and yet-affirm, that there is fo much
thrmozc vxttuc, {o much the more wxfdom, and

, . . .Aag . perhaps:
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perhaps I may add, fo musch: themore plafntmi'r

making this.ufé of them. i wut ~ a4
I conclude this- part of. myfubpﬁ, with- ad¢
vifing you to-sgintain 4 friend hip with. one anos
ther, and; to cary. she.-intimacies: of casly life;
through the whole of itu- Fe.thisk ade that you:
ought to defireand: cultimate: the «cormafpondence
of men. of piety and lcaming:: . Man'mwade: for fo-
ciety, dexives his, chief advantages of twewy kind;
trom the united: eforte of many . condpiring ito, the:
fame end.. As. to.phetys 1 uoth:ng is; more cffertic

al to it, than{acial communication: . Isp

confifts inithe: fupreme lowerof Gody and ferventt
charity .ta all men. Ehe Chriftian: afo haths
need of the afliftance of, others.in his. pafinge:
through, this world, ahere he-has fo: much: oppo«
fition to-encouwiter. . Thofi: wha-deferve this:chas
racler; aze faid to-be pilgrims and firangers.on the
earth. . Therefare they ought:to keep together;,
left-they. lofe: their . mays.  Lhey.comfert each o!
ther in . diirefiy. they afift, each, other. ih: dounbts:
and difficulty, theyembolden each.othar: by thei:
example, andthcy aﬁi& each: of.herby t.hcwwayu
This xsmleﬁthe cafermsrefye& to inkmtnm
It has. bgemoﬂ’ermd, - that. great and-eminent mem:
_ have generally, in every.nation, apptareddn: clufs-
ters. The reafons of. this: probably. s, shat their
fociety and mutoal. intercourfe greatly. ddds to’
their improvement, and gives force and vigeurto
the talents which they may feverally: poflefs.;
Nothmg
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Nothing.is fo-powerful an ifrcitement - to diligenceé
or fo kindles the beft .fort iof atnbition, -as the
friendihip, advice, andafiftance of ten-of léars
ming and worth.i ‘Thedapprobation of -one fuch;,
is of rhare tvalue .o amoble mind, than' peals ot
spplasde ffobn drewindikcerning mwaltitude. Befides,
the: afliftdnce) whichxheni of letters: give to each

" ether, isineally Wéceflyy inv.the -dxeeution of pars

tlcular wrorkd of sgrdstcompafs and atilitg.  1fit
s:byvthe labpers>of preceding ages, that it is now
pofiible in eme:lifp:to'attam to Tuch a degree of
kaowledge: as werhave fometimes feen, fo it is by
the \ concurrenice of many friends’ lending their
affiftance; that'ond manihas been {6metimes able
to prefent 1o therpublic, a fyfomi of {ciencej which:
withouti that aid, he alone: would have.in vain at<’
tempted to bring-toiperfeétibn.. There is no cir-
enmilance which thwews this new country {o fat
back in: point -of fcienge; as'the want' of publie:
Librarics, where thorsugh- refearches’ might be
inxde, and the fmall nwiber ‘of ‘loamed men to'
affift in nmhng refearches: predticabley ufy or
complete. welor e o '
3. The laft head on which I promifed-to nge’
yon my advice, was ‘prudence it your communia
cation with the: world " in' gentral, your cutward
provifion' and other circumftances that conduce '
to the bappinefs and comfort of Life. On this

fubje&t, Lbegin with what' I have often recoms

aended-to you, frugality in the management of

zﬂ‘am, order gud exaflnehs in your drefs,
furniture
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furniture, books, and keepiag of accounts.. NaA -
thing could be further from my mind than to re= -
commend the temper .or conduét of avaricious
men, whofe fordid fouls have no higher ambitiony
and indeed, hardly any.othex defire, than that of -
getting pelf. This is not- only unbecoming .a gene
tleman and fcholar, but, ip myopision, wholly
inconfiftent. with the, charaller. . I never. knew
an inftance of a perfon in. whom this difpofition
took place in early life, that could, apply-to ftuy
dy, or that bccame -emiinent in any thing that -
was good. The oppofite .vice is the common -
fault of youth, and it is againft this I would cau~
tion you. The frugality I wounld recommend, is -
‘that of an independant mind, that fears and fcorns .
fubjetion to others, and remembers the juft fay«
ing of Solomon, that ¢ the borrower ‘is fervant
¢ to the lender’ That frugality which arifes .
from order and ceconomy, is not only confiftent .
with, but' it is the. parent of liberality of fentid -
ment. and generafity of conduét. . It is indeed -
the fource of beneficence, for no man can beftow -
out of an empty purfe. On the other hand, cos
vetoufnefs and profufion, are by no means.repug-
nant to each other, and indeed they are more fre<
quently joined than many apprehend. . The firic-
ture of Salluft on the charafter of Catiline, ¢ ali-
¢ eni appetens, fui profufus,’. has been'often cited;
and iay generally be applied to-loofe and profli
gate livers. I hope therefare you. will learn.be~
imes to diftinguith -between the virtue. and the

: vige
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wict, arid't6 adhére: 6 the ante a5 muehrasyon
Mpﬂ’cqﬁyamg P ISt Y BN CI b (PR SN VIR .
v“‘?ﬂl’mikeaﬁe%rvmxm .h%re, whlch ‘may be
dpplicid not only to chie Aitindtion of chardtterin
hit inifaick; butbisoalnoft every-otherthit has
Ween o MHAIP B mightioned. - It ‘will be muich
yom‘ Tt eped, i you Tearti/betimes' to ke not'a
hafty Gt #idelibérace 48Q candid judgitierit, whe
i e chiiradter o -Appeardnées 2 The hfe
tms OfIife- which indh contradt; Five a'bias va
hﬁ?ﬁim}‘ and Even ¥ tinktire to' tHeit con-
vérfaﬁbn ‘atid “phivdfeotogy’ Perfdns inelined ta
levny and’ dﬁﬁpanén, veill ofteh:"afcribe to' covet-
ouﬁiefs; what’ aHRS Vfloki: Very different caufes:
T hmknowu, even- b *jButh, & "petfon”declining
1o ehgdge ih # party’ of ﬂéaﬁ:t‘é, ‘dcéafed by his
‘¢ompinions a8 medn and’ ﬁleékm?g,‘dnd afraid ‘of
<his purfe) when, in réalﬁy, it was'not that he lov-
‘ed money more, but pleafiiré 1&fs: It thay fomz.

“times happen, that a pérbn of' principle, ‘will fee

it propér o decline meefings’ of Reftivity, though
‘hat diredtly finful, ‘a3 dn unneeelfiry watte of
‘time, or from fome ‘other’ tircumftance fo him
danhgérotis and enfharing.’ ‘Y have ‘alfo “feen per-
fons more advariced ‘i yéars, whio from 4 habit,
perhaps’ a fceffiry habit, of (Hit teinperance,
and retiréd manner'of th’ “weére' very fparing of

- petfoftal expente, and: even tiot much difpofed to
‘focial ‘interc¢ourfe, and’ therefore called clofe or

eovetbus ;'and yet ‘when ‘applied to, for pious or

‘gharitable purpofts, ‘wotld be much inore liberab

than
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than othcrs of an oppo{}te turn of 1}nnd Obfera
va"ons rﬁ.&‘l hml ar nglrg t bev made upon the
oppofite ‘c ‘ix)'a‘ée.r “of liberalit . "1t is not every
kind opennefs of lln:art tlh?t mdxcatgs profufion:
We are told b bqlomo t;hat ¢ thc hberal foul
¢ 'fhall be’ mnde fat, and’ by the prophq Iﬁpah
that ¢ the ﬁbera‘l def et lﬂ)eral thmos, #nd by, .
¢ liberal thmg; he fha bc eﬁabhﬁwd }‘rom .
thefe ¢ ntmﬁcd rmarks, Tinfer, that s, xt is, fq-
dom’ nmcﬁuy to Judgc pcre1npf6ﬁly of chc:s,
fo forbearance and the mioft- charitable allowancc; ,
is both our duty and intereft.

“In the ncxt lace, Irecommend to you, hum
lity of heart and ‘meeknefs of catriage. I con.x-
der inthis Pface, thc grace. of hunility as a vnrtue '
efpecially. fc;rvxceable to your carthly comfort. ¥
conﬁder md n‘)e:m to tre:\t itasa m:\mm of worlds .
lx prudénce. The fcrlptme {cems to pomt it ou
as peculiarly neceﬂfxry for this purpofe, and to an<
nex the promxf’e of%artlx]y ]:agpxmfs to the prac-
tice of it “Eleﬁéé are the meck fays our Savis
our, ¢ for they {hLll mherxt thP carth. I would
undul‘tand hir ’és.faymg, ev« ry 5ood mqn fhalk
inheri¢ thc lnngd'om of hc,xven, but ‘thofe who
excel'i ‘in miecknefs, ﬂ’mll of &l other‘s have coms
fort o earth. 1ln mﬁnlr dxﬂqrent vxews,we may
fee the propriety of this cqni;c&xo'm. 'Nozlun s
more oﬂcnﬁvg to others, thm A Prbud affummg
manner.v "It-not 61‘1 ly magmﬁcs every fault, but
vitiates even good condu& Itis not only odi-
ausl‘foey!muous i)erfons, but 1t is cqulally, if not

more.
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sore fo, to thbfe’ yvbo F w"‘thon; Prmcnple.
Some vices recomm,encf! i i '6”t:hq vicious in
the fame line,. asone drums Zf .i’s‘élveafed wlth
the fight of anothcr 'but notﬁlng is f'o teful to
aproud mar, as anot,b of fhg F4me chara&er,
nor is offence fooncr lvcn oy lzln n between
thofe, who, in this’ re e 2 per .refcmble one
another. Ehls vice. is notl only aus to perfon,g
of underftandmg and reﬂeé‘tlon, but t.q the moft
1gnorant,bemg as eaﬁly perccivea. as. 1t lS upiver-
fally hated. '

The moral virtue of meeknefs, and condefcen-
fion, is the beft ground-wor!k even of worldly po-
litenefs, and prepares a man to receive that polifth,
which makes his bchawoui' generaﬂ‘y agrcablc,
and fits him for mtercourfc w;thperfons in the
higher ranks of life. The fame virtue, by the
compofure and fe}f-command that accompanies it,
enables a2 man to managc hxs aﬁ'axrs to advantage,
in whatever calhqg ke may be. q.qgaged or in
whatever ftnt:on he may be,plgced }} good
lhopkeépcr is commonly remarkable for this qua,
fity. I’eop’le love to go . where the meet with
good w0rds and gcntle tp'ea:ment 3 (whcreas the
peevith’ “and’ petulant may Hc Tald to Imvc 3
iepellmg /guafxty ‘about- tﬁc;n {hat wnll not ﬁxffet

ahy body fo approach them.

“'To complete the wf)ofe, meeimeﬁ of fpmt 13
as‘ufeful t6 a’ mian s Yeif as meeknefs ‘of carrnage
is acceptable to otf:ers ' The, muek fiiffer ‘much
lefs from the unayoidable evils of life, than” thofe

of
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of 4 ‘chintraty difpofitibn.  Mlatiy- tlok~acidetis
of the lefsitnpottint kind SRR S
hilated when tHey i bt Wity tafindlfs. - Tk
injufy théy do’ 15} I8 Hot'owing 1iE o6’
their weight o ‘févérityl 3¢ iy theiridatitty of
our owit ‘minds. 3¢ s “éVidert Attt ¥ faghé:
difpofition’” it - ety “die6iitd Endninels SF P
hieavier' Rind; “m’d"frdii GnilEy Found§ Bers
ceive, that as it mitigates thE-13rPbws) U bRSE
plies and 4dds €o'the Fveerrefs'of the 'edmiottslof
life. A 'moderaté portion Fives: ‘greater?ifitife
Fatiott to' the homble andl ehisthlkfT; Hidd’ ¢he
moft ample poffeflions 40 -the ‘frotd’and Hpatis
efit. w1 s T Woarer gosb brs puiwoeier
© . Nemly olliedtd the abbve Virboelidane gl
vermment of yotr paffinis, und tHercfore o thi
F thatt fay‘ but litle. -Eteryone mtft b sfersd
ble how immpoitant’ it i, Both for ‘the ffecefs:of
your wotldly enlligs 2nd jout WeRAHEF A piiby
lic kife, to  have yout“palfions Fn "dué Tubfetion:'
Metr of fiiricus- s d-tngovertted “témiers; 4 prorid
to excefs in attachivét ant’téletitment; el d¢
t6 perfons or-thinigs, 4re {eldom ficcefifl i thelt
purfits,"or Tefpe&ed'aind “ufefil T their fationd:
Perfoni of utigovétned paffions e alimbt flwitye
Hicklé and changeable it théir tricahived; Whith '
of all tHings the toft fatil o Srmportarit wHdery
takings. Thefe' generally’ réquive fime and ‘i
tience to brifg theth t6-perfeltion. As ‘to publié
and. political life *ift partieular, - theé'‘netefficy of
duirgovernmeént is o' grein “and fo univerfilly aet

’ ) ’ knowledged
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knawledged, that it is ufual to impute.it in emi-
neqt men, not tQ, ,pngclplc,, but to addrefs and

policy. It is, commonly. faid,. that politicians
have pa paflions, Without enquiring .into this,
T fhall only fay, that whatever truth may be, in it,
it is ftill in {avour of my argument.. The hypo-
crify dogs honour tg the wirtug. . If the appear-
ance be, fo neceflary or fo ufeful, what muf} be
" the valug of the reality? . .

-Iwill here take an opportumty of confutmg,
or. at leaft correcting a common faying or prover-
bial fentiment, many of which indeed that obtain
belief in a blinded world,.are nothing. but falfe

' eolouring and deception. It is ufual to -fay, in
defence of fudden and vialent paffion, that it is
better to {peak frcely and. openly, than to, har-
bour and cower fecret heart malice. Perhaps I
might admit that this_ would be true, if the in-
ward rage were to be as violent, and continue as
long and . return as often as indulged paffion.
Every perfon muft agree, that, wherever there is
adeep and lafting hatred, that never forgets nor
forgives, byt waits for the opportwnity of ven-
geance, - it deferves to be. confidered as a temper
trply infornal. But in meft inftances ofotfencehe-
tween man and mas,, torc&mnt,hc, tongue is.the
way to. govern the heart.; ¥ youdo, ngt make
mention of an-injury,. you will traly; end fpeedi-

- ly forgive . it, and. perhaps literally forget it.

Rage is in this refpedt like a fire ; if a vept.is giv-

€n to it, it will increafe and fpread while there is
) . Bb fuel
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fuel to confuttie, but if you ‘cafi éonifing ad- ftiffe
it, you will completely ehitinptiith i, = - oo
" "To the govérnment- df the paffioris fucceeds the
goverhiment of the tdnguel *This hdeéd 'will in
a great meafure; be the effect! of the former, and
therefore is récomimende@ by’al’ the fime argu-
snents’} “yet' it deferves wety pirtiétlar -Attention
feparately 45 tAhxith 6f "prodenice; ~Theve” are
great “indifcretions il fpleck, thatido not ‘arife
from pafiion, but frol Instention 4nd wnt of
judgmerit as'to’the’ propriety of- tifme dnd place,
and indeed many other foureés. ' I would-there-
fote carnclily’ reoniménd ito'“yéu, -to habitwate
yourfelves to reftrafit in this fefpedt efpecially in
the early part''of Hfé.”" <’Bé-fwift td hear, fays
‘Solomon, “and flow to” fpeak’ Forwardnefs in
fpeech is always thought ‘an affaming thing ib
wvouth, and in ’ﬁrofn'igmfous‘companies‘, is ofteh
confidered ds ari ‘infult 44 ‘well 28 an indiféretioni.
Ttis.very cominon for -the world in ‘general, and
till more {6 “for’men’ of judgment and penetra-
‘ion, “to formt'dn_opihfon(of 4 charalter on the
‘wholé; from fome’one cifcumiftance 5 and I think
{there art few things “mire ‘unfavoarable in this
“va¥, than 4 talkative difpofition. : If -the firft
“time"T “an ‘in - compatly; ‘éfpecially with 4 yourg
“inian, he.talk$ inteliintly, "and" takes” the” whole
“converfation‘td hifnfelf, I'thall hardly be brought
“to hiwe a godd opinion of hii, whether what he
{ays'be good or evil, fenfe or nonfenfe. “There

are fome perfons, who; one might fiy, give away
- “\
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fo much, wifdgim, i thewr. fpeech, - that they leave
none behind to BOVSIR - their.actions. .-

- But the vhief danger; of mma?fwmedwz’s“c’
JS» that it.kindles the fige of, <captenfion. amang o
thers, and, mages, enemics 40 2 mag’s fIf, .  Sola-
mon fays; ‘' Where,.no tale-bearer is,; the;, ftnfc

¢ ceafith, ‘A, Higtle . expézjence, will dhew, , you, -
jww.qufc it, is. 1o, ufqg\pgtk f;:cedom.m fpecch
with abfent, perfonss , Im that gafe.you pyt your-
£, wholly. in the power of thof that hear you,
and are.in danges, .not ooy from their treachery
or malige, butfrom, ihc,in'miﬁa.k@, ignorance and
imprudence. . Perhaps, it would, be- too rigid te
fay, that you. ought never, tq. fpeak to aman’s

Jud;ce. in his, abfenge, what, you, would bc qn-
willing to fayin his prefence, . $oxpe exceptions

o this rule, mxght ea;ﬁly be com;mved t But
‘both prudence and canqou,: )}eqqxrc t:bat ‘you

thould be very, referved ip thisrefped, and either

adhere firitly. to the rule, or be fure. that good

reafons. will juftify dep:;rt[uxe,,qum el
This, will be 3 very, praper placctg g;vc ypu

vfome 1 diretions, astpthe. ;np(t Jproger : conduct

when you futfer, from the tomgugs, of others.

‘Many and grigvous arg, the. complamts of What
men fuffer from the. e.qve chd {hafts of  envy and
. lpal;cc .. And there, Cef,tam&y is, 3 ﬂ:rqx}g dnfpoﬁtl—
.on in,; fomc; to iinventy and in.mapy to belicve
.ﬂanderqus falfe,hopds The prevalcncc of party,

either in, religion or. polmcp, never fails to pro-

duce a plentiful crop of this poifonous weed-

,,,,,,

Bbz ~ One
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One. of ther moﬁ }mporx:mt ruIes upon “this fub-
jet is, tﬁat when an accufanon is in any d
well- founded, or fufpnc:ws appearancés have, given
any occafion for ity the ﬁyﬁ dyty is to reform
what i is reaﬂy wrdng, ané kccp at a dxﬁance from
‘the dxfputed. limit., Y oot . o
I’lus wxll brmg goc\d- out of cv:i apq turn m;l
injury into 3 bencf;t But n, cafes, as it may of-

ten Imppcn, ;qvhen the ﬂaqder 1s perfedtly ground;- ‘

Tefs, T hold it to, “bein gencxial the bef  way whol-
ly to defpife it. Time and’ the power of ‘truth,
will of thcmfclvcs do Juftxcc in almoﬁ every cafe
of thiis kind ; but if you fhewan 1mpanence under
it, a dxfpoﬁuon to refent it, qr a folicitude to re~
fute it, the far greateft part of menkind will be-
licve it not the lefs but the more. If flander
were a plant or an ammﬂ 1 would fay it was of
a_very ftrange nature, for that it would very
c«{" ily_die, but could not eafily be killed. It
d:fcovers a grcatncﬁ of mind and a confcious
*dxgmty to defpnfc flanders, which of itfelf com-
mands ‘refpedt ; ‘ whereas to be either, offended
or diftreifed by ‘them, ‘fhews ‘a weaknefs not
\pnallc, whether ﬁhe accufatlon be true or
fa]ﬁ.

ccpt:on ; there’ may’be cafes where vmdtcatxons
may be neceffary and effeCtual, but they are not
many 3 and I think T have feen'in the . courfe of
ry life, reafon to make the followmg diftin¢tion :
If the accufation or flander be {pecial, and relate

to

I’]ns ruIeIdo ‘ot f'ay is Wholly without ex~

'
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t0 2 parncular fa&t, fixed by time, Jqlacc and

other cirul atices, “an Wi ber'gi’thc; who] iy
falfe or eifcﬁ‘txaﬂ rmffat:en m xt,s natux;e and ten-
dcncy, ‘the’ mattc; ?‘1 be eiplamdd and Juﬁlce
may be (fone 'Butl ¥}t’be a genera] chara&cr,

that’ happens to be’ unputed to a map, “he nght

to attempt ng. reﬂitatxon of it ’but by condqé‘t 5
ains of it, _thc mpre he fpeaks
it’,’ “the mofe e demes ity it wxl,l be’ the more
bct eved. Eor exatppk: i it he aﬂirmeu ;hat a
man fpoEe profanely ina ccx;aln company ‘at 2
certain place and tlme, _whet; he was not prefent
at all, it may be eaﬁ]y and completely refuted ;,
but 1f hei is gccufed of bemg proud, contentious,
covetous, or deceitful, although thefe accufations
are pretended to be ﬁlpported by a train of fadts,,
it is better to let them wholly alone, and fuffer
his condu& to fpegk for itfelf. There are inftan-
ces in hxﬁ:ory of accufatxons brought with much
plaufibility and urged with great vehemeqcc,
which yet have been exther from the be&mnmg
dlfbcheved or by txme confuted whlch occafion-

.ed the Latin proverl?, Magna eft. \crxtas et.

pr‘xvalebnt *
All the above-mentioned partnculars may‘ be

l. faid to be the happy effedts of w;(’c}om and bene-

\olence umted, or ra;her Pcrhnps, m the Ilght
in whnch thcy have .been ftated to .you, they are
chiefly the proper | fruxts of tlm wufd,om which is
* profitable to dm:& ”  But T muft add anothcx
advu:e, wh;ch is the nmmedxate eﬁ"c& of bcnevo-

Bb3 : Yence
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Jence and good-will, tht . is, be'ready to. affift
others and do geod a3 yoir have opportunity. - As
‘every thing. is Hable to be ‘abufed, : fometimes  the
mmaxitns of prudence take'a wrong direction, and
clofe the hedrt -againft impreffions- of :fympathy
and- tendernefs towards others indifirefs, - Some-
times ' indeed,: the cdolnefs and compofure of
{pirit, and that felf.command, which: is the effe®
of refletion and experierce; is' mibaken for a
callous and wnfedling heart; though' itis'a wery
different thing.~ To give wayto:the agitation of
- paflion, 'even ungler the .. fineft  feelings, is the
way to prevent -inftead of . promoting- nftfuinefs.
A parent, everwhelmed sithh farprife and anxiety,
at a calantitous accidént that thas befallenr a child,

fhall be incapable either of refloftion er aftivity,

-and fhall fometimes  even' need the affiftance
~which he-ought to give.! But indeperidently of
-this, -there are certaiply fome perfons ‘who con-
tract a habit: of - indifferente as to the wants or
defites: of ‘others| 'and; are net willing to put
themfelves to any “imconvenience, umlefs their
vown particalax converns :hay‘hre pmmeed at the
fame time. =
In oppofition to thxs«, i -menm o’ recommcudxo
“you a difpofition 'to oblige; not merely by civil
" -expreffions and an' affable deportment, but by
taking a real interélt in' the affairs of others. Be
‘not unwilling' to lendyour advice, your affiftance,
“your intereft to ‘thofe-that need them: - Thofe

.whocannot ff)mpewmaayaimame,mag do
many

P
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‘many ‘ ads-of - valuable: - fiemdBup:  Let - every
‘neighbour. perccive that youcare .ndt ready- to
quarrel needlefily; 'nor. infifk’ pertinacioufly: -on

* trifles §: and if you live:tb obtan'credit and mflu-
ence; fet them be’ employed:to- affift the: defeiv-
‘ing of every.clafs.» If:you undertake to. do the
‘bufinefs; of. othiers, attehd toit with the fame fi-
delity, and-/if -poflible;: with: greater 'puntuality
thah yod ~iould: ta yourowm Same-are ready to

excafe or juftifya comteary condud, by complain-

‘ing of the ingratitede ~or_injuftice of mankind.
But in my opiniony thefé camplaints.are contrary
to trith angt experiende. . - There: may -be- many
particular - perfons® both tmgrateful. and unjuft
but in the world ih gebenal, there will. be found
aclearnefs «of difternment; and. an. exaéinefs  of
retribation. . Qur-Savieur tellsus with: refpect. to

- one fault, that of zafh jndging; what is equally
true ‘as-to injurjes.ofievery; kind,. ¢ with what
* meafure ye .mete, -it-thall. be, meafimed to you
$ again: good meafure preffed- dowm and-fthaken
¢ togetlrer and running.over,  fhall men give . in-

¢ to. your.. bafom;’, . Fhis; in-omy. ppinien, may
and ought to be underftood both ways: as the
churlith Nabal generally meets with his match, fo

..perfons of 2 humane. and frigndly. difpofition,

_fhall reap the fruits of:it ito them or theirss The
truth is, the difpofition itfelf is net in its -perfec-
tion, but when there isno' regard to. an imme-

“diate returri. I you give, laoking for a {peedy
‘recompence, it'is not giving, bat: felling. You

may,
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may, however, fafely truft to the promife of God :
¢ Caft thy bread upon the yatcn, for thou Thalt
¢ find it after many da)s I hﬁ\e known man)g
inftances 'of kmdneﬂl;; that wére “both, remem-

bered and reqmted after t‘hc ‘had been lpng for-'

gotten. by him who beﬁowed tixcm Nay fome-

times they may be repaul in another enératxon,_
It is no mconhderable Teg acy for a tqan to Jeave_

to his children, that he had’ "tlways b;cn a friend
to others, and never refu{'cd hxs afﬁﬁancq to
thofe who ftood in need of i 1t. oo , '

It will not be an improper placc, here to mtro‘
duce a few words upon a fubjed, which has been
~ often handled by writers of the ﬁrﬁ clafs :  mean
private friendfhip. Some wnters agamft rehglon,
tianity, that it does not rcébmmend pnvatc friecnd-
thip or the love of our country.  If this were
true, it would be no fault, becaufe the univerfal
benevolence rccommcnded by the gofpel, includes
all private affections,. ~when, they are confiftent
with it, and is far fugenor to thém when they
are contrary ta it. But in fa&, the mﬁances of
private frnendﬂnp mentxoncd and alluded to in
fcripture, are a fuﬂ}ctem recomﬁxendatxon of 1t,

-and even our blefled bavxour l'nmfdf is foid ta
have dlﬁmgulﬂ)ed the youngeﬂ of hxs dnfcrplcs‘
with pamcular aﬁ'e&xon. 1 wxll therefore. ob-’

ferve with moft authors, that there ’1s no true
fnendﬂnp, but what s foundec,l upon vmuons

prmclples, and dxre&ed to vn'tuqus purpofes. To.
' love
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love a perfon wh’o is not worti\y of lovc, is not a.
virtue but an grror. ,Negthcr is there any depen-.
dence to b¢ placed, ‘in trying: cafcs, ‘upnn_perfons
unprmclplcd at bottom., ‘There ngver was a true
friend who was not an honeﬁ man. Bt befides
this meOrtant truth, it is further to be obferved,
that there is a fpcczcs of fnénd{blp which is nei-
ther founded on virtue nor vice, but mere weak-
nefs of mind. Some. perfons havmg no refources
- in" themfelves, are obhged to have recourfe to
fome other, upon whom they | may lean, and
without whom they feem as if they could neither’
think, a&, nor even exift. 'This fort of friend-
thip is to be feen’ partlcularly in princes and per-
fons of high rank, and is generally called favour-
itifin 3 but the fame thmg ‘may be obferved in all
- ranks, though, in the lower,. it is not fo confpa-
cuous. We may fay of it, that it is like forhe
of thofe plants that are falfe and fpurious in their
kind, which have fome of the appearances, buk
want the moft valuable and effentjal qualities of
thofe ‘that are genuine.’ Such friendthips are
commonly contracted by caprice or. accident, and
uncertain in their duratlon, being liable to be’
diffolved by the fame means. . Valuible friendthip
is the refult of judgment as well s affetion ; it
is one of the greateft . comiforts of 'life as well as
one of the greateft omaments to human ndture,
and its genuineriefs may be difcerned by the fol-
lowing mark—that though it is particular, it is
not exclufive. When there is a great, but vir-
tuous
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tuous attachment, to a perfon. whei- deferves-i ity ik
will make 3 man pot Jgfs bus more; friendly. to all
others, as OPPOFIMILY OF ; cwmmcwﬂmu mu

him to ferve them.,., o e 1o
You will perhaps. befurp:qibdnthat 2 I have
fo often exprefled adefice of . your-being accom-
plithed in every. reipedt,: that 1. have heresofore
faid nothing or but little on that .pelitencfs and
grace in behavionr, which is {o,mugh, talked of,
and which, in fome lage ; writings,. has;been fo
bighly extolled. . What kas been already expledin-
ed to you, I hope will lay the, foundation for the
amoft folid, wvalyable: and: durable pelitenefs.
Think of others as sreafon -and religion :xeqnire
you, and treat them as it isiyoux duty todo,-and
you will nog be far fro:p,,a mlbpol;fhﬁzd behavi-
qur, As to any, tl;mg fprqm,, that is extcrml
in mode and propriety of carriage, it can never
be learned byt by intercopcfe with the. beft- om-
pany. . As to the writings, above referred ta, the
chief of wluc}; are, Rochefoucanlt’s Maxims, and
Chcfterﬁe}d s Letters, I think of them as of many
other frec writings,. that when, vigwed properly,
they may be as ufsful, as by being viewed other-
wife, they are generally, pernicious. .. They cons
taip 3 dxgeﬂed fylkem of  hypoerify, and, betray.
fuch pride and. felf-fufficiency, ;and fiach. batsed
or conterppt of mankind, .as.may well be.an
antidote againft the poifon which they mean to
convey. Nay, on¢ would think.the pablication
of fuc_h;feut,in}euta is ridicylqus, becaufg it is tel-
. . ling

|
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ling' you thiar-they défire to'be polife, and at the
famie: tie that- this politenefs ‘onfifté in- takmg
you by-the weak fide}’ahd aiﬁ)laymg then' own
addtefs over-reaching yours!' "~

Izmuﬁ alfo obferve;: fhat ﬁfch wntérs gN'e, in
-gener‘a!, 2 weryiurfjul® as ‘welt as dithonourable
view of nature and hﬂixklniﬁ' T réxhember mdeed
Demswiﬁ.fa?s’,}l Yore s 3 o

4 AgiRochefoucinit His m:immsdrew

- #. From natire,” I'believe théin true.”

:’Whnt muft I fay to‘this 2 fhall I -fay that he
did not draw his- maxims ffom nature ?-I will
not, ‘becaufe I think He did: ~Am I obliged then
to admit them to e true? By no means. It ‘is
nature, but it is jaft (fich a.view of nature, as a

man without principle muft-take. = It is inhim&
- felf, thdt all the error- and CXaggcratioﬁ- is to bc
found. -

- Thofe: who dnfcovcr an- umﬁ:r(al jealoufy, and
indiferiminate contempt for mankind i ‘general;
give very little redfon tdthmk‘vfeﬂ of‘themfelves.
Probably men are: neither o good as they pre-
tend, nor fo bad‘as thé§ are 'often thought to be.
At any raté, candour in fentiment as well a con-
du&; s it is ari important. duty 'of religion, fo it
is-a wife ‘axim ‘for: ‘the'" condutt of life s and I
Believe thefe two things are very' feldom if* ever
found e:tber fépiratc frond - ox“oppofed to each
Ot'hcm [V SR 2SS

The la& advice that Ffhall offer you, isto pre-
fcrve a-facred and: inviclable regard to fincerity

and

4 /
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and truth. Wwbob';mawddlauh-
mmhm,mnkaﬁwbhnmu#edu,
muft know how much pains have been taken to
eftablith the univerfal and wmaltersble obligation
of truth. This is not however mentioned now to
sntroduce the general fnbjetl, or te .fthew the
guilt, folly and danger of deliperate interefied
falthood, buttomyo-agmﬁdnﬁa&t
breaches of trath now fo very common, fich 2s
want of puncality in appointments ; breach of
promife in fmall matters ; officious fatthoods, that
is, decetving children, fick perfons or others for

tinded to continue long, orto bematerially hugrtfal

to others. Not one of thefe is without fin before
God, and they are much more hwrtful than is
commonly fuppofed. So very facred a thing in-
deed is truth, that the very thadow of departure
from it is to be avoided. Suppofe 2 man only to
exprefs his prefent purpofe as to fumrity, for e=-
ample, to fay he will go to: fuch a place to.mer
row, though there is no proper obligation given,
nor any right to require performance, yet if he
does {o aften, he will acquire the charafler of
levity and undteadinefs, which will operate much
to his difadvantage. Let me therefore recom~
mend to youa firi}, umiverfal and fcrapalous re~
gard to truth.—It will give dignity to your cha-
rafter~—it will put order into your affairy-—it
will excite the moft enbownded confidence, fo
that whether your view be yous own intereft, or

the
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#he fervice of others, it promifes you the moft
-Affured fak o, Iaﬁdfopeﬁ'caded that there
is no ¥irta¢ that has's more “powerful mﬂuence
upony cvcry‘ othcr, and” certainly, there 'is none
by whichi'you can draw nearer to God himfelf,
whoft diftinguithing charadter is, that he will not,
nnd*ie éamiét‘lk t ‘
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Coﬁtain’ing foiné very'Surprifing 'Events

4 ignd Extfaofdmary Charaters.
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*THE kil of an authof‘ like that of a mer-

chant, lies chxeﬂy;q judging with readinefs

:md ce{tau;xty, ,kmd af commo ities, and in
i!v;s,."ri“

% The Readepmlltﬁnd hxmfelf ublnghd % the
Author of the following Hiftory, for the pains he

hath taken to render it as entertaining, and fenti-

aental as poffible, With this view he hath en-

tirely

. H : E WM'
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what quantity, any particular age or place is able
and willing to receive. This T have, of late,
made very much my ftudy, ‘with regard to our
own age and country, and the refult of my en-
quiry is'as follows. - There are two forts of fub-
jects for which there isa general demand in Great
Britain at this tﬁ.md,;"vxi © Biogshphy, if any
thing may be fo called that gives an account of -
the lives of perfons that mever exifted, but in the
imagination of the agthors. 7T,hls isy indeed, a
moft fruitful 1u‘b_|e& “and under the various titles
of Hiftories, Lives,- Adventures, Memoirs, &c.
teaches people how to live after any imaginablé
plan. 2. The ‘ather i§ the Yorthation of fchemes
and projeéts, to be carried on by f‘ubfcrxptmn
for thie good of ‘mrarrkrid;’ whith' mever ‘were'fa
favourably ‘recelved as at prefent;’the Abortion or
mnfma,nagement of nine.in ten of them not hava
ing in the leatt abated tb;a:dpr of the publick.
If any be of opinion, that new difcoveries in the
fcience of morals, fos-thgmfupport of infidelity,
are as favourably received as any of thefe, fuch
muft be told, that they are ‘bat’ fuperficial ob-
: chp . ferv@'s)

tirely avondcd the ufe of forqxgn pames, often hnrd
to pronounce, and when protounced ‘ wholly -vith-
out meaning. Inftead of this, when he had ocafi-
on to mention particular ranks of men, offices, or
cuftams; he chafe to ‘exprefs them by what did
moft . exaltly correfpond with them in our own
country, By this means the narrative, difencum-
bered of definitions or circumlocutions, is rendered
4uite cafy and intclligible, ‘

.
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fCrVCrs, or-under the prejudice of x] iousy,

thuﬁaﬁn ?;ﬁfcoverg:q ;e:{)oi;}te gt? l;l::;
been’ of Iate y"ﬁrs R) varipys, fo con%gaﬁlg&om
am:l fo {119}1 ,lwe t,l}at t.h’eg regﬂ)y fe very Listle
cunoﬁt‘y. As an "inftance o this, the Feaser Js

PRSISTPIN
defired to' recoﬁe& if f)c can, ¢ wnmoﬁvextraordn-

nary thmg of t,be ku)gi) }mgfvér vyfs At meg.
A great llvmg ,aythory, David Hume Aot
long ago, qladc heal th, cleanl mefs,, aud broag
thoulders; capxtal vgrtues,, and, arupning fore, ap
unpqrdonablc crime ; yet wa§ it but» ixttle takcn
notice of when ﬁrﬁ, pubhﬂ:cij,,and is. now, almoﬁ
wholly forgattén.,

Therefore, an author is }onuPtedly thpx
who hath hit | upon, or_ happens tq, be -furnithed
mth a fublq& fu;tecf to the taﬁe of the age.. Tlns
f humbly prefume to be my_own cafe. .1 bave
had the good, fartune, |, lately to . obtain. diftinct
nfo;matv 2 of a_meft cxtraofdmarx ‘hiftary,
w}nch alfo m?y perhays lay a foundation for foroe
ney chgme, or, at leaft, for mcnd;qg and cob-
ling thofe, \ﬂncg are now ¢racked and old, The
- nnly mtsfortune tb}t it, labours under is, that it-is
tryes for 3 remember thc lofty and fono:ous Earl .
of Shaftefbury, whofe memory I ggcjatly revere,
tells us thcre is much more, truth in ﬁﬁhon th?,n
in fa&. The meamng, of tlus isyt that autl;xqr })f
' ta&e and gcmu; like “himfelf, lgymgx

fancy in dehneatmg ¢1§ned chara&crs, give. O‘?‘
dinarily a Ju&er view of nature than ted:ous l‘d?'
ters of what really happened, N
.,; ) - The
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" This fof$, however,’ “I truft, will be abundantlx
made up by'the extraordmary and wonde;ful na-
fure of - the pa‘ﬁbagesj Iam to refate, which, it 1s
to be hoped, Wwill have the eﬁ'e& of fiction in en~
livenirig Eleme xrnagmatlon of th writer, and,’ in-
deed, very poﬂibly, may be’ rmﬁaken 'for ﬁ&xon
by many feaders. ’ The truth fs, I hope there is
a finguldr felicity in’my fubjeétin every refpect,
If the excellency of hiftory, according to Lord
Shaftefbury, lies in its being like fiction, and the
excellency of fiction in its being like real facts,
according to all other men, the fubject in hand
muft needs excel, as it partakes of both thefo
charalters. It will be like truth, "becauﬁe it is
true; and it will be like ﬁ&:on, becaufe the fame
train of events, perhaps, never happencd in an)y
other place or nation. =

To introduce myfelf to my’ fubje&, and informy
the reader how I caié by the’ knowledgc of it,

he may be pleafed to recolledt; that in’ tlgz\ ear .

1741, when Commodoré (‘aﬂerwards},ord) Anfon
made a vayage roundthé world, one of the fhips
of his fquadron, callad the Wager, was caft a=
way upon a defert ifland in- the South Seas. The
greateft part of the crew who were faved length~
ened the long-boar, ‘and made long and danger-

ous voyage through the ‘fireights of Magel]an, to

Brazili * As they were often obliged to' fwim ay
ghore for provifions and water, it happened that,
at one time, there were to: the number of four-

mo! them athore upon a part of the coaft very

Ccs far
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far South, mear the mouth of the fireights. Hav-
ing ftayed all night, unfortunively -riext morhing
the wind blew fo hard in fhore, that ‘enly fix of
the fourteen were 'able to get''aboard; and the
veflel was obliged to g my and liehve“the bthzr
clgl'm’. -
. It is needlefs here to mﬁﬁhpcm tﬁe vaffous ac-
cidents they met with' in’ thvs ‘peffldus fitiintion :
the difficulty of obtaining -food, withotit which
they muft very foon hive died ;' the mewm and
fcanty provifion with which natire will be fof~
-tained, when thereis'no mofe-or better: to be
had : the Tnventive faculty of than -for-fopplying
his wants when réduced to dbfolute extremity,
and' a hundred other things which have been re-
prefented i all poffible lights by other -writers of
adventures. Let it fuffice, therefore; to fay thit,
in procefs of time, four 6f them were killed by
the inhabitants of the country, and the remain<
ing four taken prifoners. | After changing their
mafters feveral times, they came at laft into’ the
hands of one who' carried them a great way off
to the capital of an enipire; and-the court of &
powerful prinee.  Thert they lived ‘many yeurs,
learned the language, ‘and had occafion to fee the
manners of the country. "Pwo of them, at hft,
" acquired fuch a dégree of favour, that, in' eon-
pliance with their earneft requeft;- they'weré fent
te the Portugueze fettlements; and tame from
then{x to. G&‘cat Bntam. ’ ‘
N A w

‘
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One of thafe perfons, who was 3. man of tole-
sable edygation at . well, as good, fenfe and com-
- prehenfion, coming to live in my ncxghbourhood,
communicated to me . what follows of this hiftory.
In,geneval he told me the conduft and charac-
ters of  men, bating fome little differences of
fathion and. modes :of: addrefs, which arc ever
<hanging in, syery sountry, were much like what
they are among. qurfelves.  Court favaur was
- precarious and changeable.. Intereft and ambiti-
on prevailed more in. obtaining places of power
and. profit, than. modeft and peaceable merit,
Cold and fober. men gathered wealth, and crept
up, by fow but fure fteps, to ftation and dignity 3
while the lively fprightly fellows threw away all
that they had, and foon became contemptible to
others and ufelefs to themfelves. The know-
ledge of the world was of very little benefit 3
for tho’ every clafs of men could clearly difcern
the errors that adhered to thofe of a different
,rank, they could: fcarcely obfervc, and never
would imitate their commendable qualma For
* example, fays he, a profufe, dlfeafg:d, needy Lord

would fpeak with infinite cantempt of the mean- *

nefs of foul, and hardnefs of heart frequently to
‘be found in tradcrs and men of bufinefs ; but
never, once thought of followxng their example
. in fobriety, application, and regularity in the dif-
. tribution of their time, to which they manifeftly
ewed all their fuccefs. So that, upon the whole,
- he concluded that buman nature in all ages and

: in

’
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in all places was the fame. A fage remark the
reader will fay, but I ean eafily rgmember to have
heard it before.

There was, however, one clafsof men in that
nation, whofe conftitution as a body, and many of
whofe chara&ters and prattices were of the moft
extraordinary kind, viz. the SERvanTs. Their
ftate and condud, at the time which fell un
his own obfervation,’ were fo' fingular “that they
excited his curiofity’; andinduced him to enquire
with great care into their condition, as far back
as hiftory could trace them. This is what I am
now to communicate to the publick, being wil-
ling that my book' fhould be buried m oblivion,
or burned with difgrace, ifa ftory can be produc-
ed equal or even fimilar to it in any other age or

<y

FRRES PN AP TOEAT S D BN



Vi

i
e

e

e

a8 g0 By

2 Arnmat oy N A ol oft 20w 2wl L om
azui 03 Tode e ‘f‘f an?)' ,I,,j R -
orotad o b

"rd' ni n‘m’! 16 2teiy vno avowad e et

R s had g2 R R SR RRITIL S ML
O the prigigal Sty of he § Seryants, and theie Erecn
sl U v KO i"” ﬂpom?mf“’”" grar gy e
SURLIEN 1{31 w9z ey 15 donteoy s e
T vy ey simes, of, which these, arg. il
fome acgounts handed,, dov(n by.tradition, the
Servagts were in. A ftate 7%, xpy,ch different from
apppar that evpr t.hcy gzcreﬂavqs, or werc trc:m:g
with, qxceﬂiye rigour or, feverity. . They were
trained up in. foms. scquaintanps wish, and ape
plied themfelves.ta fuch work as . they feemed 9
be fitted for by the turn of theu' minds, and, the
{trength or agility of their bodies. They were
chofen or hired by every family as they pleafed,
made a voluntary agreement, and were employed
in doing what was neceffary of every kind. 'They

_ were paid as they and the family could agree, eat-

ing of: their own labours, and were cherithed
and carefled in proportion as they deferved it.

In cafes of remarkable negleét difobedience or

mifbehaviour they were turned away. This, in-
deed, happened but feldom, for they were in ge-
neral honeft, fober and induftrious. They had
the intereft of their mafters at heart, nay, fo re-
markable were fome of them in thefe times for
fidelity, that (it is reported) they feemed to have

as
N
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as much or more ple;fure in doing, their work
as in receiving their wages.',

But it ‘happened,’ fome ages agy, that onc oC
their princes was faved from a fprmxdablc confpi-
racy agamﬁ his life ‘and q'qvqn, Juft upen Ith«:
point of execunon, by fhe ﬁdehty and courage of

3 fervant. The piincé was 2 man of warm ,Eeaq,-

. and an uncommonly generoys dlquﬁ iony . . Not
eontent with” bountxfulfy rewardmg ,bxs benefacs,
tor by kindnefs'to hlmﬁ]f and f'q,mllyJ, hg cgnqczyp
ed a defign of perpétuating ‘the memory. of the.

fa&, and fhewing his fitude by doing fome-

thing in favour of the whole ‘order or body of

men. For this purpofe, bcmg poffeft of ahfolute )

power, after “confulting wpon it for fome time,.
he eftablithed the fo lowmg regulations, _not
doubting that they would be highly beneﬁcxal ta

his fubjeéts in general as well as the fcrvants in.

particular.

1. Tt was orllered that the wages of fcrua:xts';

fhould be c0nﬁderably aﬁgmented, apd fixed to

a certairr tate in all " the kmg S dommxons .. This

was evndently dictated by’ compaﬁion He ob-
ferved that it wWas’ very hard and unequal, that
thofe who ‘wete con&antly cmploycd in labour,

who ‘promoted the intereft of their maftcrs fo.
much; fhould™ notwnfh dmg live, f poorly i
that they thould have notbmg but the, coarfeft

dier, and no n:oré n’loney ‘than was barely necef-

fary to purchafe the meaneft cloathmg. He nfed

when thc matter wias undcr dehbcratxon, to rear,
fon
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{on thus; ¢ For my part I thmk a kmg ought
. ¢ to have the heart ofa maq 3 fl/ connder the fer-
¢ vants asin}ly’ fellqw - ~creatures, and’ am defirous,
¢ that'théy fhould fafte' fome pf thofe pleafures
¢ and’ déhcacu:s of Ilfe, Whu:h1 they contrihute fo
argel§ to prochre for thé accognmodatmn
¢ others’." 7
~ Heallo ob{'efvad that m.ttreﬁ as w;ll as, come,
p’a‘ﬂidh’dn&ategf ‘the famc thmg, that kcepmg
them " Boor ivouid entu'dy difpiri¢ them, and.
make thei do their duty in the moft carelefs and
flothful manner, by which their mafters muft re.
ceive manifeft prejudice.. On the other hand, a
good-and fecure provifion would give shem great
vigour dnd alacnty He vcntured to faretel,
that a third part increafe of thexr falary swould in»
creafe their work in a far grcatci- proportion, fo
that the publick would b 'gainers by this fteming
burden ; befides that fuch a,ﬁﬁed Rrovxﬁon would
free them from- all ¢t temptatlon to, P;lfcrmg and
ftealing, ‘and” fo be : an unprqyepcm q&op, their
honefty as well as a&mty, P TS
“Anotlier advantage he propof'ed to re:a,p1 by this~
meafure was, mcreafmg the’ numbex of feryants.
It was welt enoug7 remcmbercd }h .at no yery
diftant penqd, the kmgdom had uﬁ'e:ed nat 2
liitle from the fcyreity of fcrvaptsr, fo that: the
land lay uncultwatcd aud’ ‘many branches of bufi-
nefs negle®ted. Now it was xmpoﬁlble -to avoid
feeing that this meafure muft increafe the nume
ber of {ervants, by inducing them to come into
the
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‘the ‘kingddm from the moft diftant “plucos, B
well'as encouraging them t0: marry -and propa.
gate, mdhid‘sd\earcomrw&rmmdeof
ufcful hands.

Niy, e ‘eveni-caitd -in €he' 5 of Nk ddy th
enforce his argushent, altedging, thie Keepifty-the

fervants poor,” muft make them fordl&’aﬁdfw '

fo that it would be odicus to'pedple°of "l *and
elegance to “have “them" sbowt their HéHuls; ‘or
even to fte them in their houfts. ““But by’ ciéry-

ing the propofed defign into exécution, e fid,

he hoped to fee the fervints in ‘general geviteel,
well drefled, ‘well beliaved, “atid convesfiodé wien.
That this muft be an advantage tn particotar ‘to
familiés in ‘the country, who were' confidlerably
diftant from one ‘andther, and, ih certam feafons
of the year, could bave very little isitertontfe:
nay even; that in’ cities and places of greater re-
fort, it woiild ‘bé better, in’ many fvefpeﬂs to have
opportunities of canvczﬁtxdn withiin ‘‘doors, thas
- to be always obliged to feek foéiety abroad.

. In thort, he fuppofed that the regulatlon now
e&abhlhcdwmﬂdputﬁnentlre petiod ‘to all the
murmurings and complaints of fervants, and theit
defire of fhifting from' one” family “to another,

which was a fodrce of daily incanveniences. They '

muft be touched, fays he, with a fenfe of grati-

‘tude for fo unexpeéted and fo happy 2 change in

sheir fituatiop, and mll therefore bc thorougbly
coatent and ¢ pever’ afk. for more.”

“2. Having the public goed all along at heart,

. , B ‘ s
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s much.as the adwngage of the Servants, he of-
dered fchools. and places of exercife ta be buily,
and maers appomged to maip up Servanss ang fit
them for their feveral trufts. There were dif-
Jerent 11a0p. of eduration chalked pur for all dif-
Jarent forty of mployments.. It was particularly
qupeficd. o the directors; of thefe academies, that
they would felect the Servants tis for every branch,
apd, bpth,edum a.nd difpofe, of them according

Qg;hexg -genius Wd intimate they were moft

gapable. . As for. example, for cooks, waiting
q\:n.and other domeftick fqrvants, and grooms,
gardiners, awilaho,umg men of gll forts. wu,hopt
goorsr ”

i« The:, advamggp Qf tln;m rcgulatlon, in both 1;5
pagrts,. fﬁcqu very , evident. F_ducat:or;, it, was
(aid, is aﬂ in all. "Education.makes the man, and
maka the Servam It wﬁl thcreforc prepare_them

for. th;tr woxk l’hcy wxll enter ,upon it expert

and prpven, very, much to the’ pubhck emolu=

ment *mﬁead of bqn; aukward and unhandy, for
Jome time, till e;penenqe ‘has given them fagili-
‘ty, . or,Apcrhaps,v retaining fomg meafure of rufti-
city and inativity, through ‘their whole lm,s.

At {Lemc& alfo a matter of great moment, ‘that
‘no.man fhould be fuffered to: profefs what he
geuld,not do, but that be {hould be’ confined to
that 0'11y which he could beft do. chther was
it proper that ﬂus ﬂaould be left to the caprice of

** families, or the ambmon and prefunption of the

. : D ' Servants
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Servants themfélves. And it was never once
imagined the maftérs of acddemies would be de-
fe&tive in’ judgmeént’ and 1mpart1ahty, on their
p'al‘t. R NSRS IRETE ST

* 3."Thie third 4nd 1a@ Hegulation hie eftablithed,
was ordering the fervants to be ere&ed by char-
ter into a large .corperation, contammg many
fmaller bodies and focieties within it. To this
corporation he gave authority over the feveral
members of which it was compofed, and. efta-
blithed a complete fubordination. This was
. thought a piece of admirable wifdom and policy.
'They mere to be ftrictly watchful over one ano-
ther, and it was fuppofed they would get all the

advantage in this thape, which men united in

fociety have over thofe in a ftate of nature. 'The
feveral claffes and divifions of the corporation
were to try the fufficiency of all Servants before
they were admitted, and had power to turn them
off when they mibehaved or negleCted their
work. That this might proceed with the greater
regularity, they were every one fecured by law in
their employments. They were not left in a
vague dependent ftate : a fervant once hired by
any family could not be turned away but by 2n
order of his fellow-fervants, to whom all com-
plaints of his condut were to be made, and by

~ whom they were to be judged.
The whole was founded upon the moft excel-
iznt reafons. Wh.o fo proper to judge of the ca-
pacxty

T
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pacity and diligence of Servants as thofe who are
Servants themfelyes? Who can be fuppofed {p at-
tentive, to their copdudt, or fo jealous of their be-
haviour, fince the charatter of particulars muft
evidently:rsfledk sisher, difgrace on gredit pn the
whole S‘?“?ﬁi?fcibgéx_% TR S LR S TR T PRTD
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after thefe regulations Werg eftablifhed, ¢x-
perience feemed tg., confirm,;the wiflpm as well
as generofity, of the ,princg, ynd.to difcover their
happy confequences every day. . Servants were
mrained. up and mftru{\ed in every branch of bu-
finefs, and werc very expest.in their work. They
underftood thc canfe, tl}c reafoq. and the end cf
every. thmg, and could talk vpen, it in g moft in-
telligent and qqnﬁﬁm& wanaer. They did every
thing with muCh e:;a&ma{s, and. had_plainly a far
greater, air of ngqtnefs and e,legancc than former-
+ 1g: - The fields, were drefled and trimmed to

- great perfc&,wp 5. tb‘; !%‘renﬁ»\s of the houfes were
a]f bmghtpqd apd pyutin, oxder ; the outfides of
the. houfes and avenues to them were all adorned
“in,a very prefty, aqd fanciful manner. They
were not .content, with | what was barely profita-
ble to their mafters, but paid alfo a due regard to
!how and: appearance.  Perfons who travelled

s avere. excgedmgly qlclighﬁ;pd, and the proprietors
were, not a little proud. of the chanhe for every
houfe was like a little palace, and every country-
feat like a little paradife. Thus far the Servants
vamCd to. be much upon their honour, and, from

L a



" "TheHiftory Eoc 317

a fenfe of gratitude to_the emperor, endeavoured

%0 behave themfélves withi fgreat care and dili-
gence ; fo that every body, as well as themlelves
fincerely rejoiced in the change of their flate.

But alas ! how fhortfighted are: haman® crea~
tures! this univerfal fatisfation did not laft
long. It was quickly fgen, notwithftanding' fo
good 4°beginning, that the regulations Hid4lown
would but ill anfwer the erid propofed.  The
change to the worfe ‘took its fife from'the en-
largement of their wages, which yet feemed, at
firft, to be the chief and moft reafonable article
of the regulations : for, after they had obtained
good wages, and the beft of food and accommo-"
datlon, fome of thém beganto grow fat, and con-
fequently lazy. When they were fuddenly cal-
led, fometimes by dozing and fleeping they did
not hear at all: and when they did hear were
very flow in their motions, and always ready fur-
nithed with an excufe for their neglet;. or, per~
haps, raifed {dnfe very firong objections to what
they were defired to do. When they were fent
of an errand, they took a long: time before they
returned ; ‘and yet would pofitively ftand to it,
that it was impoffible to feturn fooner. If this
was not fatisfying, they wbuld, ina great rage,
before they delivered’ their - meflage, return and
meafure the ground they had trav;x‘fed in order
‘to determine the difpute.

Havinz now more to eat or drink than for-
m:-y, they behoved to take more time to it;

. : Dd3 ande
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-and fo the howrs :ef thelr work were very much
diminithed.. This-feemed¢c. them not only rea-
fonable but néceffary 3 ‘and : great: difputes arofe
upan it with the familtes in whick they ferved.
"The families inigeneral gave them to underftand
that they expe@ted grentér diligence and. ativity,,
as they were riow-better paid than before, where-
as the Servarits:¢counted that highly: ridiculous ;.
for 'with theih it was 2. §xed point, that the more:
liberally they were paid, they ought to do the lefs
for'it. It is needlefs-to enlarge upon this part of
the {ubject 5-1et it fuffice to fay, that, in general,
having new got fo good prevition made. f3r them,
they began' not to ferve but to live. The delicacies
of theworld began to captivate their hearts, and
inflead -of fatisfying themrelves -with neceffaries,
and be'ng ufeful in their generation, they be
thought themfclves of enjoying what had thus {o
lucki[y fallen to their fhare, - -

Changes-in all refpe@s came on infenfibly. It
was ‘before-obferved tliat one advantage propofed
by the regulations was the increafe of the number
of fervants. - This effé® indeed did follow'with a
witnefs;  'Whereas before the- country 'was.not
overftocked withSérvants, and famities were at
great pains in looking out - fer proper puies, now
they increafed to' an almoft incredible number.
Not only was there ‘4 great confluenee of ftran-
gers, from diftant phaces, but nrany of -the inhabi-
‘tants, not inconfiderable in point of ftation, found

. - S <
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it their intersft to- become Servemts, - Now you
would..every where: fec them. going about and
foliciting employment,,.and wery wonddrful were
the arts they.fometimes wfed to ebtain it. Of
thefe I fhall fay pashing,in. this preliminary- part
of the hiftory, hecawfe-1. Sl probably have af-
terwards 2 hetter.oppostunity, tosintroduce; them.

_As the ftate, of things;.and the way: of thinking
began to alter, the langwage and manger of fpeak-
ing altered alfo at the fame time. -In former
times they ufed to fpeak of. getting a mafter, or
being hired, or getting an employment ;-Row they
fpake of getting into-bready.of getting-a falary, a
fettlement, or aliving. ., d kagw nothing that re-
fembles this difference: fo ;much a5 the. difference
between our way of fpesking in Seotland, and
what is. ufwal in. our neighbeun,gountry of Eng-

-1and-abont fervants. . Here we fpeak of, a.fervant’s

getting into fervice ; in England they call it.get-
ting a place, and a footmsn; turned. away, they
serm, with the higheft propriety,a.foasmam, que of
place. - s g a0 QLW s toiTea L

"Things. having once gome intg, this fituation, it
happened with thefe Servants 23, it Imppens with
all men. when, o%cg,they begin 4o geatify their de-

. fires : they became inordinate, ;exgeflive, and in-

fatiable.. Inftead of, bsing;content with . what
they had obtajned, they began.to fall upon all
imaginable methods. of increafing their revenues.
They. contrived an infinite number of perquifites
befides their ordinary wages. When a family

had
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had, of their own free motion, beftowed any mark

of favour upon a good fervant, the thing was im- .

mcdlaxelyi"prcad abroad, and all qthcr {amxhes were.
harrafied with complamts, and tpazcd to death by
their fervants till the fame was beftowed upon
them. They would often, in a clandeftine man-
ner, lay hold of fome of the, goods of the family
and appropriate them to their own ufe ; and, when
it came at laft to be difcovered, they would take
the advantage of their own covetoufnefs, and:
prove clearly, that, by immemorial cuftom, it be-
longed to them as their due. Where families
were ignorant, they would affirm with the great-
eft boldnefs, that fuch and fuch were the privi-
leges of fervants in all other places, and by that
means procure their confent. When they were
not only ignorant but timid and cowardly, thcy
would go a fthort way to work, and threaten to
burn their houfes to the grmmd if thcy did not
comply. with revery demand, .

But, what they exceUed moft in were the arts:
of flattery and deceit in rich families. Such as
got near great men would ftand as it were in
perpetual admiration of the beauty of their per
fons, the gracefulnefs of their manners, and the
excellence of their underftandingss The fervants
of fome perfons of great rank had a cuftom of
making up a long lift, every day, of the virtues
which fuch perfons-had that day put in practice;
and reading it over to them next morning before
they got out of bed, which was obferved toren-

der-
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der them qmte facxle and tra&able for a long
time after, e

They perfuaded the credulous, that “the publick
good was ihfeparabl‘} conné&e& thh thclr thrivs
¢ fource of Wealth to. natlon ‘Servants, every
¢ body muft’ acknowleds, e, ‘are "the irieans of in-
¢ duftry! mehce 1t foltbws undeniabl'y, that thé
¢ more’ fervantt the'becter.”’ B'v the help of this:
argument thely obtairied that many néw eftablifh<
ments' were made for Servants.'” And fuch was
the fafeination that Prevdxled ‘that ‘frequently
there were fettlements madé for’ tlie ‘provifiont of
menial fervants in a' wddérm:(’dl where there was
hardly a fingle creature’ to fervé ‘and of huf-

bandmen ppon i féa ﬂ\m‘c, ‘Neliere there Was nog.

an inch of ground t6 “cultivate. ' They alfo got
about fick and dying perfons, and by their offi<.
cious fervices, by ‘tending them* with apparent
care,.and by frequently and reécﬁly gtvmg them
- cordials, they prevailed, ‘that ‘many 16ft ‘great les
gacxes to them in théxrﬁﬂs R
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Continues the j?xme /ulyec? AuJ parmularly gives
" an account qf a very rcma: Iable ‘/?af {aken lzy the
‘ Servant:. e .

)hCll‘ poﬁéﬂions, pnvﬂeges, and

1mmumt1es were thus enlarged, they
began to claim greater refpe& than formerly, an}
to affume additional titles and defignations.
Some of them would 'be no longer fervants pro-
perly fpeaking, but’ overfeers. They affirmed
that it ‘was.effential to the nature of fervants that
fome of them fhould be ‘overfeers, and that there
could be neither order nor ceconomy in a family

without fome fuch. To this they added fubover<

feers, and feveral otber officers for their affiftance.
They then proceeded to archoverfeers who had
all the pther overfeers, aswell as fervants, under
their jurifdiction. At a great meeting of the whole
corporation, this was determined and dscreed to
be, and to have been, a part of the orlgmal mﬁ:x—
tution of - fervnude,thhout wluch it could not
poffibly fubfift.
Thefe encroacixments werc very patlcntly fub-
" mitted to, and, one, would thmk, had been carri-
ed as far as the nature of the thu;g “would admit.
Yet there remained one ftep more wluch exceed-
ed every thing that had been formerly feen, and
happcned as follows.  An overfcer of the capital
city gathcred a great many of his’ cotemporaries’
about

A B e i =
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about hlm, and after begging  their moft ferious
attention to a propofal he had to lay before them,
made a {peech | to £hc following ptu\'pofe  *Hox -
¢ noured and - very ‘deéar Brethren, you Know that
¢ the life of fociety is order, and’ the foul of or-
+ der js fubordination. The greateft fervice,
therefore, that we can do to our,corpgration,
is 'to keep up the fubordination’ of offices a~
‘mong us with as much’ &rl&nefs, and to make
it as compleat and extenfive as poﬁ’ ible. There
afle no firutures which ftand fo' fecurely,
thofe that are built in the form of a cone or a

pyramid, becaufe they have abroad bafe, and
gradually leflen towards the top. Neither of *
‘thefe, however, is complcte, but maimed or
imperfect, unlefs it be carried on till it terminate
in a point. - Therefore, the fubordination of ~
our foc1ety can never be entire and perfe&,
till it endina ﬁngle perfon, who may unite the’
whole, and enjoy abfolute uncontroulable do-"v
minion. And; as‘the perfon who is on the
top of 'a pyrarmd ‘muft ncce{ra,nly fee farther
than thofé who ftand’ upon y. of the lower
fteps of it, fo the perfon who ‘i at thc hea& of
the whole fociety of fervants muft, in vu'tue Qf
his office, futpafs them‘all in Wwifdom and’ fagao
city. Nay, as this order is of the inftitution of
nature, and as-a laft refort or fupreme judge is
neceffary to determine controverfies in any fo-
ciety, fo I do think it maybe proved that nature,
to be uniforn¥and confiftent in her operations

' ¢ muft
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¢ muft immedistely infpire the perfon fo exalted
¢ with infallible knowledge and a fort of infinite
¢ mind. - Now'I hepe it is very plain, thao I my-
¢ {eIf am the perfon to whom, and te my ficcef-
¢ fors in office, this power and authority do-of
. righfhelohg.’ Cos sy ol . [P

e of the affembly then ks up-and fays; <1

¢ greatly fufpoét this will be attedded with.ne
¢ pood-effects upon theintereft of the Servadts-irt
¥ general; not go mention the intereft. of the
¢ families, which,from -a-fenfc of dutyto the
¢ corporation, lintirely- give up. - At any rate; it
< ‘ouglit not to be gone into-precipitately 5 for i€
% 'is a prodigiousinnovation.’ "¢ Quite otherwife,’
fays the former fpeaker ; ¢ for tho' I have conde-
¢ fcended to reafoh with you, and thow you that
¢ iri the nature of things there muft-be-one who,
like theitop-ftone of a pyramid, is incumbent
¢ on thé'wholé body; as alfo, that this can be
¢ no other thaii miyfelfy’ who dwellin the centré
¢ of thig vaft empire; yet I can give undeniable
<
€

R )

evidence that it hath been always {o in fat,

fince there was an empire here, and fmce theré
 were Servants” - The objector- then fhook his
head, as who thould fay,.that is- far from being 4
clear point, and feemed to wonder. from whencé
this evidence was to proceed. . The other imme-
diately goes on, ‘It is asclear as the fun; for, tho'
¢ all the records that contained this regulation
¢ are loft, yet 1 very well remember, that my
¢ nurfe told me before I was two years- of age,

e e



A

Corporatiostof Servants. 32%

{ehat her gundmdle:’sﬂ&mmﬁn-germm afs
¢ fured her it -was fadb! -
- However runwilling; onrw'ould; think, men -
fhould'be s pive ap theie maturak rights, and
fubntit'tor afitrped autharity, -yet fo it was that
they foon agreed tothis fcheme; 4nd, ‘indeed; it
appeared to have beenmot #l- projeied for their
own ends. kt is wmot/'ter be''conceived- at-how
fpeedy a pace they advancéd, imr-acquiring and
extending their domimion: They quite inverted
the ufe of language'; for when they {poke of the
family they always meant the Serwants : ory if they
faid any thing that would tend tg-the good of the
family, it was _fo be mmderftood; that it -would
promote the inaafee of the wages, privileges and
immunities of the Servants.” In'many places the
Servants gréw apon thi families, und turned them
out altogether:! In fome of the moft delicious
fpots of the éountry) 'yoa would have feen fine
feats and inclofures wholly poffeffed’ by Servants,
who abfolutely refufed'to do' any wofk, but' gave
themfelves up* to Tazy ¢ontemnplation. I any
body hxd prefumed t6 afkthem the mtaning of
this; ¥héy faid they were dmployed in ~fiudying
the tlifeory of frvice, and witlsing chat all’ Ser-
vahth thight' be goot!; ﬁ*nd ull- &mthes well fug-
PHEJ’ TR N VA LT A

¥ Ras been obferved above, t}m' thcy ‘began
their fcheme by flatteritig the rich and great ten,
and ‘endeavotitifiy to “ififinifiate ' tHemfelves into
thcnr favour. But as fodn a3 théir power was fuf- -

I e - ficiently
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fisiently eftablifhed, they changed their note, and
t: ated the moft confiderable men, of the country
thl;great haughgine(s and, contempt. . They af-

ringd it to be abfolutely ncceifayy for the pub+
l;ck good, that they thould. have .much. honour
and refpest ppid them. That, as they were un-
§empb1y the moft ufeful rank of men, by confex
quence they were the mpﬂ: honoungble. Inftead
of being humble and fubmxﬂivc, they infifted,
that all the people, from. the; higheft ta the low-
eft, (hould pay a profound refpe& to the over-
feers, archqverfeers, and other, dignitaries, whofe
names I have, forgot, becaufe they had neither
fcnfe nor meaning. Nay,. the .emperor. of the
Scrvants arrived in time at, fych power, that he
made the qchcft men in the country, even the
governars.of provmces to tremble. He erdered
them fometjmes to wipe his thaes; and, when
they mifbebaved or ﬂmewed the leaft backward«
nefs, ¢commanded them to be whipt.

When my jnformer mentioned this circum~
ftance, I could nat help difcovering much amaze-
ment at the pufillanimity of thefe people, and
even modeftly hinted fome fufpicion as to the
truth of the fact. . I;,;; m.ﬁﬁ:ed bowever, in the
moft poﬁrn;e magnex, on the. truth of his acgount ;
and added, that he had many things fill more
wonderful _ to commumcate .28 ap.jnftance, of
which he affirmed, that it was not; oy, pfusal fop
the emperor to order great men to bewhipt, but

even to command them to whip theﬁ;fclve,s. CAlL

this
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this they were obligéd to’ fubniit ‘to, for ‘he 'had
the lower fefvants, and the whole kin’g‘dohi""ﬁﬁ-‘
folutely under Hhis*ihfluence. ' IF any' perfod ‘of
family had -difputed his will in“the leaft drticle;
they would either, without mioré ado, burn the
houfe and théth 'in §t;" or thé§ would ‘wholly 'give
6ver ‘work, atd neittidt 'prdvide thetn’ with food
nor fuel, fo that tHey 'behoved’ fimediatelf”to
ftarve. N EEPEEE SRR U RFY GEPWY A8 S VUC PSR

‘What contributed not 2 little'to eftablifhi this -
ufurpation, was a vety fmgilar fcheme whick
they fell upon while they “were ﬁattefing great
men, and perfuading theni to Make new" éfta-
blifhments for Servants.* “This was, ‘that families
fhould not be permitted to ‘choofe 'Servants for
themfelves, but that a Lord, or any other' gréat -
man, thould have the power 6f nominating the
Servants within a certain diftri¢t. They never
failed to invent plaufible’ reafons for all their
fchemes. In fupport of this’it’ was alledged, that
families were often’ whimfiKal'in their choice.
That fome would prefer a fervant becaufe he was
tall, and others becaufe heé wis “fHort :' fome ' be-
caufe his hair was' red, others bécaufe it was
black. Fhat they did not Know when they were
well' ferved, and when they weré not. - That
they were apt to be impofed orr by fuch as had
finooth tongues - and could flatter them. That,
if families and fervants were in a good under-
ftanding, they would raife fedition and fubvert
the contitution.

' Ecz ' On
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* On the other hand it was. theught exceeding
¢lear, that great:men would: iinderftand the in-
tereft of the. country, and-the thpacity of Ser<
vants, much better than the walgar.:: As alfo,
that they were above* alls fufpicion of gartiadity,
and wonld b fuse lwayscto fend: AV 20d - agcoars
plithed Servants to every-houfebusBup ket thie
vontrary of all this was foon found by experience.
‘They learned fpeedily to fell every place to the

higheft bidder, unlefs when they had a favourite .

or dependent to gratify, which indeed, at bot-
tom, was the fame thing. - However, they were
foon made dupes to the Servants, for when the
profit of this {ale was found out, the overfeers
and grchoverfeers graduallyiufurped the nomina-
tion to themfelves, and at laft, it came to be made
an addition to the great and overgrown power of
the Emperor.

It may eafily be fuppofed, things were now in
a {ad fituation, and they continved fo, as tradi-
tion and written records affure us, for many
ages. 'The lands lay uncultivated ; the people
were reduced to the greateft mifery imaginable ;
they were forrily cloathed and worfe fed. No
body profpered but the Servants,or rather, oaly
the upper ranks of them, the noble and honour-
able Servants, the overfeers and archover{eers.
To thefc indeed may be added the idle and
{peculative fort, who were fettled in hives, in

the moft pleafant and fruitful vallies, in every

arovince
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province. As for the: poorer or loweft clafs. of
fervants, who adlually ‘did:--any work for the
families, they were ;28 much oppreficd, by this -
time, as their-mafters. Their wages were moftly
taken up by Jazy -overfeers, or exbaufled ; by
heavy taxes-which they were obliged to . pay.to

. the emperor, and his court. ek
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I'r appears to. bra ﬁ&, tho’ nbt tvery. well ac-
counted :for by philafophers, that, when men’
have been Jong accufbemed to-flivery, they hug
their chains, amd become fo blinded, as:to pride
themfelves in their mifery-itfelf... A pooe.peafant,
‘in a neigbouring country, whefe face is pale with
henger, and his family fearee covered with rags,
- through the opprefliont of, his prince, yet will be
very ready to venture his life in, vindicatien of the
tyrant’s honour, and count himfelf extremely
happy to lay it down: in-defence..of his perfon.
So it happened with the peeple under confidera-
tion. - They were fo- deladed by thefe Servants,

. that, as their. condition, o .their reafon itfelf

was turned vpfide: down.. They gloried in the
ufurpation of the fervants over them, worfhipped
them often as they paffed, amd ﬁoutly de{cnded
“all their rights and privileges. .

If by chance it. happened, (as: thnre were al-

- ways fome in cvery 2ge) thatone thought fit to

complain of the floth, debaughery; avarice and
tyranny of the Servants, his brethren immediately
raifed a hideous accufation againft him, and the

fupid
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ftupid people gemerally joined m the cry. They
immediately aflifted his fellow-fervants to feize
him, to imprifon him, and, according to the
degree of his offence, to punith him. They firft,
indeed; took the. moft charitable pains to convince
- him -of: hisarrof. - If; mpen: this, he was wil-
ling to recant, and folemnly to declare that the
~ condudt of the Servants was admirable, and the
charalter of them all unblameable, he was ilif-
miffed only with a good beating. But, if heavas
obftinate, and infifted en telling the truth, he
was caried to a dreadful fabterraneous place,
-and, there, put to the moft horrid and fhocking -
tortures, which st length ended in death. .
However, at laft; this myftery of iniquity got
a terrible blow. One of the lower Servants, of
an honeft heart, and a determined refolute tem-
~per, being filled with indignation at the oppref-
fien which the reft were guilty of, fet himfelf to
open the eyes of the publick, and expofe their
wickeduefs. He made a foll difcovery of all the
frands he had any how been aoquainted with,
and fpared pot the corruption of the Emperor’s
sourt. lLaying down only this phkin principle,
that Servants were obliged to promote, at all
times, the real interef of their mafters, he fet
the abomimable condu® of the covetous blood-
fuckers in the moft odions light. Whemever he
went to 3 fair, or ather place of public concourfe,
he would get upon an -eminence, and in 2 long
Mmﬂk,mdeawtomnfe the people from their
lethargy,
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This furnifhed his brethrén with an.opportu-
nity of reprefenting him'as:d: difturber: ofthe
peace, and loading Kim:with) innumerable ~ca-
lumnies. . Many tuomits were mifed againdt him,
and he was often m. imminent danger-of his life.
‘When be had narrowly: efcaped being -ftomed: in
publick, they wwldoftenhn'c(dcfpchdom to
affaffinate, him in -privates and, fometimes;:at-
tempted to bride hisintimate friends to take him
off by poifon. However, by 2 mixture!-of -bra-
very and caution “inhimfelf, together with.the
affiftance of fome faithful friends, whe faw how
much he was promoting their intereft, or rather,
by a moft fingular providence, he was always
brought off fafe. At laft, a few of the other fer-
‘vants joined him, and they together opened the
eyes of feveral provinces of the Empire. Thefe
came to a formal refolution of cafting off the yoke
of the Emperor, and fettling the Servants upon a
quite new, or rather bringing them back to the
old, reafonable and natural foundation.

This was not brought about without a moft

violent and pertinacious oppofition. The Em- -

peror immediately founded the alarm, and fet the
, Servants in motion throuhgout all his dominions.
He could not be fuppofed, indeed, to look upon
fuch a fcheme with -indifference; for i plainly
tended to ftrip him of a great part of his revenue
and powcr o was it eafy to fec where. it would
~ fop,

- - " A\ m
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fop.1sdbe tharafore cried ant againdk it with zil
his might. He fent out a praclamation, in which
hemffirmed, thatrit frackragainft the very being

. afiBervants; rand that:theidefign wasnolefs tham

to exitvmimate: thedy frommithe face of the earth.
He:. reprefontediit as.thesinmoft unnotural thing
thitl extriwas: juedrdrof/nifhat abarexhad been

- fonketiomits goiipitaeips tof v fervemts ‘againft their

o fterd;: hip 2! joint. comffiratyrof mafters againkt
theirsown {arvants,: and: of feyvants againft their
felidwefervants, rwad abéobately wivhowt precedent.
He caoclwded avith 3 folerary exétration, devoting
all who fheuld contitine  in: this sebeilion to come
Ploat and reriesabberiiniiziit s tt0 v L
Tha confiquenceiof ‘this:was a civil-war in the
kingdom: © Many battles: 'were.fought, in which
there:was a:dréadful fladplites on both fides, and
multitudes. taken - prifosersy who were none.:of .
them ufed very well: ;. The:Emperor indeed, and
his coutt, had a:manifeft advantage, by long prac-
tice, in devifing the: moft : exquifite methods of
revenge and cruelty. . But; to::fhosten my nar.
rative, after:many violemt.and bléody difputes,
as)well as ufelefs : conferences,jat daft. fome pro-

 vinces agreed to keep, the:ald  way; and--{fome ef-

tablithed thenes. - Pdrticalarly, in #ne northern
provinee there was; at;thetime: of- the. change, a
moft excellent hethad and-opder eftablifhed with

- regartl to the: Servants. . Theyinot anly renounced

the authority.of the iEneperar ; but all overfecrs,
archoverfeers, aunditors, controllers, accountants,
keepers
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keepers of records and other unneceflary officers
were banifhed at once: and pone fuffered to
continue but ufeful working Servants. The fpe-
culative drones were expelled, and their lands
given to perfons of rankcand warth i the pro-
vince. - 'That. regulation was abolffhed; as ex-
tremely pernicigus, which «permitted loeds or
great men to name fervants to:others, fo-that .
every family chofe fuch as .beft pleafed them-
felves, -and fuch. as. were-well qualified for' the
bafinefs for which. they were hired. The -exdt-
bitant increafe of their wages: was reduced, as
well as all extravagant perquifites, and.xonly a
mode:aw ptovmcm continued: andsfettledv
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: YHE peopleuyf ﬂh:wpwmce werenow fo ful-
»Jy=convinced 1of: thie ‘terrible: confequences
ot-thedape -ufurpationy that “they refolved to ufe
all poffible precautions; to - prevenit the-return of
corruption-foe the: fistune.cIn this- the fervants
themfelves feemed to concur very heartily, and .
were; apparently, animated with a warm zeal
againft the worthlefs part of their own order.
Many excellent rules were laid down in the meet-
ings of the corporation. They were ordered un-
depthe{evereft penalties to apply themfelves di-
ligently to their bufinefs ; to live fober, grave
and mortified lives; to forbear all ranting, jun-
" keting and gaming. They were forbid all travel~
ling abroad, or wandering from their families,
but upon urgent occafions, and with leave atked
and given,  If any were conviéted of difhonefty,
- lazinefs, or difobedience, they were not only dif-
miffed, but ftript of their. cloathes, branded in
their foreheads, and declared utterly mcapable
of ever being again employed.
, The
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The greateft ftriGnefs imaginable was ufed in
trying them, 2s to their fufficiency im every
branch of bufinéfs for which they were hired ;
and very diligent enquiry made into their charac-

- ter for honefty snd~ fiscerity. . Wihon they were
introduced to any fumily, they-wenetaisen {olemn-
ly boand: by a tremendous oathy-te have tlse gnod
of the family-always at heart; s thatthey thould
néver do any thing, direQly or mdiredly, that
might tend te its prejudice.  But abowe all, there
was 2 firi@t law mude, and declared so:be mmalser-
dle, that we Servant fhould be foroed wpon any
family againft their will. In: osder-to fecure, m
the: moft effeCunl manner, the exceation of thefe
Iaws, it was:refolved, tirat, in the government of
the corporation, there fhould be joined with the
Servants certainr perfons of the mofk prudent {fost
from: the families. Thefe were caller helpers,
they had no falarics, but. being' maturadly a fort
of reprefentatives of the. people, it was expelted
they would univer{zlly fopport their intereft..

- Forailong time this proviace was: exceedingly
happy in their reforned confiitution. Themoft
perfe® harmony: fubfifted’ between mafters and
fervants. The work of the fervants foerned to
be a. pleafure to- themy wnd) on the other hand,
the members of every family feemed to vie with
on¢ another who thould treat their fervants. with
the greateft tenderres and humanity. Once or
twice there was an attempt made to- introduce
overfcers 2nd archoverfeers among them, from a

neighbouring
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nei ring province which bad retained thefe
officers, tho' they would not fuffer them to be
fubje@ to the Emperor. However, the people
fhowing ‘a- proper fpirit, they were ftill thrown
out. . All-this tithe matters went on cxceeding
well; -the - fields .gwere - afliduoufly cultivated, and
brougist evory year immenfe crops 3 and pleaty
as well as harmony-was every where to be feem,
" But alas, after a long:feafon of peace and quiet,
things began to altér for the worfe. Ambition, a+
varice and luxury, would not be kept out by the
banifhment of the old titles. They found a way
of intvoducing: clves, under cover of the
form that then mled, without any. apparent
<hange. “The mdft important ftep towards bring-
ing this about, was reseftablithing the law which
impowered ‘great men to nominate: Servants to
inferior families. This was fubmitted. to the
mote -eafily, becaufe they only nominated them
to the falary, providedthat the corporation fhould
think proper -to introdwce them: to. the family.
For this purpofe, the moft:facved -laws required
an invitation fram the family itfelf. But the
-young Servants foon beganto find, that it was far
eafier for many of them to:play the parafise or
{ycophant - about . great: men’s houfes, that they
might procure 2 ‘writ -of nomination, than to ac-
quire -a good - reputation -for diligenes.in their
work., “That was the soad; therefore, in which
the greateft part-of them travelled to preferment.
: . Ff . Many
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‘Many and fierce were the firuggles, for feveral
years, in the meetings of the corporation about
introducifig- Servants to families. ' Asall the laws
' required an' invitution from the family, when any
perfon ‘wwas ' mominated, - a: neighiboufing ‘court
would fend a’ deputation td the “family, to afk
them whether they woeld i take. fucha one for
_ their Servant or not. Sometimes théy wheedled
and flattered, and fometimes threatened them, if
they would not comply. GIf any confented, their
names were {fet down threeor four times, to fivell
the number ; it any were angry and' fpoke im-
pertinently, they were fuppofed o be out of their
fenfes, and incapable of judging. After thefe
arts were ufed they would fit down gravely to de-
termine the matter, and Finp, -that there was in
this inftance a moft. agrecabie and harmomous in-
wvitation.”  ~

“¥t is impofiible ito rhelp’fmihng, swlien one re-
fle€s tpon thie variotis methods ufed in conduc-
aing'ctlis - bufinefs. - Sometimies they couMd not
get afifigle perfon in>a houfe to accept of the

‘Servant who had been nomingtéd. When' this
happened, they ufed to fend for all the relations
.of the family, even the moft diftant coufins, and
afk their confent, which was eafily obtained, be-
caufe it was nothing to them whether the family.
~were well ferved or ill. When they had obtain-
«d it, if a complaint was made, they endeavoured
to prove by very ingenious reafonings that thefe
diftant relations had as good a title to invite a
' Servant
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Servant as any perfon-whatever, Matters how-
ever drove on very heavily for, a while; but in
order to facilitate them,: many gentlemen of e-
ftates, who knew not much either about fervice. or
Servants,, pracuted themfclves terbe chofen to:the
office of ‘helpers,:- Not« thak:they. helped to.do
any thing; but gefting.ia to be: members, of ;the
courts of the corporation, they contributed to
provide Servants.in plaegse. 1 By this meaps manz
were provided with; aipiece. of, bread,, whe had
been poor. {neaking.fellats, aud .had.-followed
them in their youthy; in ;hunting, ﬁ{hing,— gnd o
sher diverfions. - - .. uwr e vl e
Such was the fitugtion:. ofj:aﬁam w},mz myg ine
former went inte the powntry, ands:as the cafe
was very fingular, the! reader. may, eafily.guels
how much i engaged his attention. He refided
chiefly in this Northern provinee, and, thexefore,
his remarks were moftly confined fo,-what bap-
pened among them, It wonld be.endlel to men-
tion all that he told- me, -but the principal ohfgr~
vatxons thall be communicatech.to the  world. in:
the foljnwmg chapters. ' N GO
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"CHAP VL

Of the greas impropriety oflen feen in the oppointment
of Sevvants § and the _/éntzment: 4 the inbabitants
on that fubjed. * -

THERE is commonly, in every fociety, fome
tadical principle which goveras and" modi=
fies thie feft, and gives’s tincture to all thé mea-
{ures that are tarried on, whatever be their parti-
" cular fubject, or feeming intention. It the cafe
before ug, 'thie faridimbntal errof appests to have
_ been the power of nomination which was given
to great meén. “The' confequem‘.e of this wis, an
excelliye impropriety in the appointrent of Ser-
varits to differenit families, ~1F a poor ordimary
famﬁf wanted a hoiifhiold Servart, foretitties a
Lord would'fénd thent 4 foreign cook out of hit
own Kitcher.” This fellow would fpeak fuch
minced bréken language, that they could not un-
derftand him ; and the mest hé drefled fér them
-they could not endure to look upon. When
they defired him to provide plain fqlid food, fuch
as-they had been in ufe to ¢at, and in fufficient
quantity to fill their bellics, he would ferve them
up a courfe of flimfy dithes, finely garmfhed but
entirely difguifed, fo that the poer people could
not imagine what they contained. If at any time
they made complaint of this, he triumphed over
their

PO
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-their Tlownith ignorance and unrefined taﬁe, and
~ would offer to prove, to the fatisfation of all

men of fenfe, that he perfetly underftood his art,

In innumerable fuch inftancés they went in--
tirely in the, face of commgn fenfs,, in the choice
and appointment of, Servants.. Sometimes, if a
family wanted a plowman or a. gardmer, they
would fend them a huntfman, or a running foot-
man. If a confiderable merchant wanted a bgok-
keeper, they would fend him a ftupid ignorant
fellow who could neither write nor read. For
this prepofterous conduét, there was no remedy.
The great men counted'the right of nomination

as a precious jewel, which no confideration could
_induce them to part with. And as the power of

determination, in al] difputed cafes, lay in courts
compofed of Servants, they ftrenuoufly fupported

. the moft unreafonable appointments. This was

naturally to be expected, becaufe a contrary con-
duc would have been a filent impeachment of
many of themfelves, asunfit for their prefent fta--
tions.

Befides, it happencd in this cafe, as T obferved’

" had happened in a former age, many loved to

have it fo.. The people of better rank, and thofe
who would be thought to.be of better rank by an
unaccountable fafcination; not only approved but
admired thefe meafures. To allow families, they
faid, to choofe Servants for themfelves, would be
a fource of endlefs confufion ;- but that the pre-
ﬁ,nt was plainly a fimple, rational, uniform and,
¥Ff3 peacgable-
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metbed of proteeding. I wis a common and
fafhionable topick of convetfation to defpife the
folly and impudence of the common people,.
whohad always a ftrong ifrclination te choofe
their own Servants, and looked with a very evik
éye upon thofe who were thus billeted wpon them.
aainft their wills, If any perfon, in 2 company,
had but fignified that he thought this conduét
~ inconfiftent with equity or good policy, he was
not thought fit to be reafoned with, but 2 great:
and loud laugh was immediately raiféd againft
him, fo that h¢ was not only put to filence, but
to confufion. Ndy, there were not wanting:
many who affirmed, that no body ¢ould: be fin-
cerely ot that opinion, but that it was only prea
tended from bafe and finifter views. -

I muft obferve here, that when my informer
was on this part of the fubje@, which indeed he
often refumed, -as what had made a great im-
preffion upon his 6wn mind, I could not help.
again difcovering marks of aftonithment. I told
him, I very well knew the abfurdities of whiche
the human mind 8 capable, yet this feemed to-
be the mioft in¢redible of any thing that T hadi
ever read or licard of; that it {hould be laaghed
down as a ridiculous notion, that families ought
to be at liberty to choofe their own Servants. On:
this he was not a little offénded, and fpeaking.
v‘vith fome acrimony, fays, ¢ bt was to gratify

¢ your curiofity, fir, that, in:this and fornrer
-8 converfauons, I have given an account of my
¢ obfcr-

-
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¢ obfervations in foreign codntries. If you de-
* fire to hear no more, Iihall be wholly filent
¢ but give me leave to fay, that the treatment
¢ which we travellers meet with when we return
¢ home, i3 at once vnreafonable and ungrateful.
€ If we tell you things that ate common, you
¢ look upon them- as infipid and trifling ; and,
¢ if we tell you things that are quite new and
¢ furprifing, you let us know, with great good:
¢ manners, that you do not believe us.’

Then sfter a little paufe, ¢ Pray firy fays he,
¢ how many nations are there in Europe, Afia
¢ or Africa, who think themfelves at berty to.

¢ choofé their-own prince, or to bring him to an.
¢ account for oppréflion or bad government
Truly, faid I, I believe not above five or fix,
¢ ‘Well then,” fays he, * If; perhaps, fifty to one
¢ of mankind have thought it 2 fin' or folly for
¢ them to chooft their owtt mafters, is it modeft
¢ in you to fufpe®t my veracity, when I tell you
¢ of one mation; where it became fathionable to
¢ think that they ought not to chu{’e their own
¢ Servants.”

¢ But, té come a httle cloﬁﬂo the point,” ﬁys
h¢; ¢ are you niot amember of the feleft{ociety in
¢ Eaehi? | am, and glory in it as a mofy
honourable diftinétion. - ¢ Have you: not: taken
¢ agriculture under yout patronage ¥ Undoubted-
ly 5 and by what mteans can we better promote
the intereft of - the public? ¢ By none, I admit.
4 But fuﬁ'crmc to proceed with ‘my mtcfroga«

tQ\X'lCSo
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¢ torics. Have you bought any land with the
¢ profits of your improvements ?’ Not yet. They
are but in their infancy, and have ‘¢coft me a
great deal of éxpence: ¢ Are thé ctopscof im-
¢ provers gencrally better -than thofe of other
¢ people ¥ I cannot fay they are. ¢ Yoa .ought,’
fays he, ¢ to have confefled. that they -are.'com-
¢ monly worfe ; for, according to my obfervation,
¢ the mark of an improver is not to have a good
¢ crop, but to be able to give a rational and phi-
¢ lofophical account how he came to have 2 bad

¢ one. But have yow not alfo encouraged a-man

¢ to write books and read letures npon agricul-
¢ ture, who made himfelf a beggar by putting it
¢ in prattice ¥ Perhaps it may be fo, but he un-
derftood the theory. ¢ How came you to be-
¢ lieve that he underftood the theory? Alas}
¢ alas ! fir, abfurdities coming into fathion. is not
¢ fo rare a. thing at home, as to. entitle you. to
¢ doubt the truth of my narrative, when I told

¢ you of the miftakes and deluﬁan of a certain:

¢ people abroad”’

I confefs I was never more netded at any

thing, than at this umexpeted . attack upon the-

laudable attempts among us, of late, to improve

- our native country. To compare them with the

monftrous condu¢t of the unpolithed American:
people defcribed in this beok, was unfufferable.
I could not, therefore, let the matter drop, but
told him, All that you have faid, fir, might.
eafily be anfwered; however, not.to fpend time

: ) ' upon:

- cm—— o ——

— e —— A ——



1&

e R o T

=

DRSS

LA N

Corporation of Sexvanis. 345

upon. it at prefent, what do you think of, or
what have you to fay againft the excellent and
rational traéts which have been .publithed by pri-

. vate gemtlemen of fortune among us, upon agri-

culture? I)o they not contain the cleareft arith-
metical galculations, -of ithe profit to arife from
the mgethod laid down? ¢ I fay,’ anfwered he,
¢ they-ste all- what the lawyers call felo, de fe,
¢ and totally inadmiffible’ Your reafon pray.
¢ My reafon! why, truly, I have .more reafons
¢ than one. In the fitft place, they always put
¢ me in mind of a quack doftor with his catho-
¢ lion. They have but one remedy for all dif-

“ eafes. . A gentleman happens to be firuck with

4 fome new theoretical: principle, and immediate-
¢ ly falls to wotk, ruhs down every thing elfe,
¢ and applies this wonderful difcovery to all pur-
¢ pofes, ali foils, and all feafons, You know what
¢ enthufiafts the horfe hoers.and, pnlvenfers are.

‘¢ Many of them are deatly of epinion, that dung

¢ isprejudicial to ground, as.ferving. only to en-
¢ gender weeds. I was once .quite of this opini-
¢ on myfdif, and;foundsnerether, difficulty in it,

.' than how gentlemen,amd farmers would get

¢ quit of their ding,which, not being returned
! to the grodnd:in the, way of manyre, muft foon
¢, gruw.up to aft.eaormons, and at the fame time,
!::m& risufeony and offenfive heap. When un-
£ et thefe -apprehenfions, I vesaember to have
# projefied a fchesaeto be carried on by fubfcrip-
L3 mn, -which would have proved an effeCtual re-
‘ ¢ medy

P
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medy. The mgthod was, ta have plans takemr ~
of every county, in which the level fhould be
marked, then canals to be carried through alt
the low grounds, and fmaller duéts drawn from
every gentleman and farmer’s , honfe, terminat<
ing in thefe canals, which, by the help of a
colleCtion of rain water at every houfe, would,.
at certain feafons of ‘the year, carry away the
whole dung, and at laft empty it into. the fea:
The expence of this fcheme would,. indeed,
have been very confiderable ; but $he great ad-
vantages to be reaped from it, I apprehended,
would foon'convince every body of its utility.
Now, however ridiculous fuch a fcheme may
be, I am fully convinced it would have been
put in pradtice in a ceftain county, if it had not
been for the incorrigible obftina'cy of the ‘coms
mon people. I am glfo of ppinien, that it
would have fucceeded, ahd that dung- would
have been ‘wholly banithed in a fhort time:
This would have happened, not only by the
help of the canals, but the crops would have
been fo thin and fpiritual, that the cattle who
fed upon them would have pafled: very little of
a grof8 or excremental pature, _ ...
¢ I fhall not trouble you,. ¢Q{lt1nned he, at this
~ time, “with 2 any more of my rcpfons but one. It
feems highly incredible that, if the new fchemes
of agriculture were fo profitable as their authors
give out, they would be fo generous as to dif-
cover them gratis to the pubhck, and even
¢ prefs:
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¢ prefs the faid publick to accept of them. It is
more probable they would keep them as a fe-
cret in their own famxhe§, till their excellence
were difcovered by "their vnﬁble effets. I
know a manufa&urmg town, where, if any man
falls upon a method of workmg, or.a fabrick
of goods that is likel to. bm;g a good profit,
he is, fo far from preﬂipg it upon his nelgh-
bours, that he ufes every poﬂible precaution to
keep’ it to himfelf. On the other hand, his
neighbours are as inquifitive as he is fecret ; and
commotly both difcover and imitate it in a
very little time. There is a difpofition in man-
kind to refift what is forced upon them, andto
leave no method uneffayed to come at what is
induftrioufly placed out of their reach.
¢ T would, therefore, humbly recommend it
to all improvers, to give over talking ubon the
ﬁlbje&, and to fall heartily about putting their
rules in pradtice; and, I' can promife them,
that, if they be fucceftful, it will not be long
before they will be quitc common. Or, let
every perfon who difcovers a noftrum in agri-
culture, apply to the government for a patent
that no body may be fuffered to ufe it except
himfelf, and thofe who thall pay him fufficient-
ly for the ingenuity of his invention. I can af-
fure you, fir, that if I had faid to the people
whom I left a few years ago, that I knew a
nation, where it was common for benevolent
perfons to point out to them plain, eafy, chéap
¢ and
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¢ and certain methods of growing rich, but they
¢ would not be perfuaded to ufe them, I would
¢ have had the fame compliment paid me, which
§ you were plesfed to pay me fometime ago, that
© ¢ I was taking the privilege of a traveller.’

1 fhall net trouble the reader with faying how
far I was convinced by this reafoning, only it
mademe refelve to be entirely filent, asto any
further particulars I fhonld learn eoncerning the
corporation of Servants, how ftrange and unac-
countable foever they might be. Having, there-
fore, 'brcught this unavoidable digtz{ﬁon to a
tlofe, we proceed with the hiftory.

' CHAP.
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CHAP. .VIh

Great partiality il the trial of Servants, and uncer-
' tainty in the charallers given of them.

Is,the reader recollets what was faid in the
preceding chapter, itis probable he will be
furprifed, that the corporation, with the powers
given them, did not, for their own credit, look
better into the qualifications of Servants. Since

*it was in their power to licenfe them or not, it

may be fuppofed they would take effeftual care,
that no infufficient perfon fhould be admitted.
But it is to be obferved, that fo foon as the
method of fixing Servants, upon the nomination
of Lords or great men, came to be again in ufe,
the trial of their fufficiency turned to a mere

~ farce. There might be fome degree of integrity

found in one court ; but, in fuch a cafe, the can-
didate had nothing to do but apply to another,
where he would find, perhaps, a fet of rafcally
fellows who were afhamed of nothing. To what
a degree of boldnefs they ventured to proceed,
may be feen from the following account of what
literally happened. ,

A certain court was going upon the examina-
tion of a young man, who defired to have a cer-
tificate that he was fully accomplithed as a Ser-
vant, and particularly well fkilled in the cultiva-
Gg tion
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tion of land. A grave )ahd antient member atked °

him, Pray, fir, what is the beft way.of plowing
hard ftiff land ¢ Ax/. By r running a wheel-barrow
. over it. The examinator.was highly offended
with the abfurdity of ghe apfwer, ‘and fhewed
plainly in his couptepance a mixture of furprize
and indignation. But another member of court,
being of a meek;and gentle temper, and a great
enemy to feverity, thought proper to interpofe.
He fays to hjs brather, my dear fir, the young.
man is modeft and bafhful, which in itfelf is a
moft amiable difpofition, tho’ it hiriders him

from anfwering fo diftin@ly, as were to be with- -

ed. Then, turning to the candidate, he fays, I
dare fay, fir, you know ‘well enough that a wheel-
barrow cannot plow landj begaufe it will not en-
ter'into,the foil, nor open it fafficiently. Muft
not hard {iiff land be broken and pulverifed, in
order tp make it frmtful ? Anf: Yes, fir.

"Then the firft refumed his examination. Now,
pray {ir,. Cam yoy t¢ll. me how deep land ought to
be plowed when it is well done ? He, tho’ quite.
ignorant of the-fubjecly being naturally a-man of
mettle .and acutenefs, imiagingd, from what he
had.haard, that ;hqdeeper the, better, and im-
mediptely aniwesed, fixyards, Onshis his ex-
aminater fell into aviolent paﬁion, and faid, Hope
have, you; the impudencg, fir, to afk ps to. inftal
you ag a plowman, when .you know nothing of
the matter > Was theve ever, fuch.a thing heard
or; fccn, fince the beginning of the world, as
. ’ plowmg

-
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plowmg land fix yards deep ? Or what concep-
tion could yow have, in your own mind, of the
poffibility of the’ thing ?* You ought . to' have &
fentence paffed agamft you, wholly ﬁx&ap‘aciia’ﬁhg
you for any place in this country.

The noble and’ generous Ipirit of the candlﬂatc
was roufed by this fevere treatment,’{d; he're-
plied ; Pray fir, do you'¥magine th; it this im«
proved age, the fervants of the'eftablithedcérpe-
ration are brought up to a thorough knéwledge
of the feveral branches of bufinefs, for which thé
falaries are appointed ? For my own particular,
you ought not to be furprized that I could not
tell you how land fhould be plowed, for I never
faw a plough in my life. How, when, where
and by whom were you educated then? fays the

‘ether in amaze. Anf. I ferved an apprenticethip
. in atoy fhop. Very well; fays the examinator,
biefled, precious, happy, improved times ! T have

no more to add, I give up: the ’cxammatlon to

_any body that pleafes..

‘When this difcontented zealot {ad dropt the
difcourfe, fome other moderate men afkked hima .
few polite and fathionable quéftions, fuch as,
what is the genteeleft lining for a red: coat ? Tn
what manner fhould you prefent a glafs of - wine
toa lord, and how to a farmer? Whether is
hunting or fifhing the pleafanteft *diverfion:?
‘Whether fhould the Servants or the children of a
fimily have the beft lodging, diet. &c.? After a
few minutes had been fpent in this manner, it

Gg2 was
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was carried by a great majority that he had an-
fwered extremely well, and was, in evesy re-
fpect, a moft acodmplified.Stivant.

It was ufual for the Servants to carry certifi-

cates with them, from the mfenqr cowsts of the
corppration, whereyer they went bgt if any

man had trufted to thefe ccrtxﬁcates,\hg wquld‘

have found himfelf miferably miftaken. © They
had taken up A inciple, that 2 man might ge-
teft any dnng to tme, which he dsd,po v
to b falfe. Qn this prmcxplc, for a propér edit~
ﬁderanon, a vagrant fellpw, of whom they knew
Ettle or nothmg, would eafily obtam a certificate,
dcclarmg bim to be a compleat Servant for cvery
_branch of bufinefs, and in particular, an admir-
able cook, gardiner, or whq.tevcr elfe he himfelf
defired to b fpecified, 1If, upon trial, he was
found totally deficient in any of the branches
mentjoned, and complaint was made to the court
who certified for him, they thought they were
fully excufed if they could fay that, upon their
honour, they knew nothing about him, and were
wholly ignorant whether he was a good Servant
or a bad. On all fuch occafions they ufed to
launch out in praife ¢ ‘of chanty, and alledge, that
every man had a mght to janother’s good word,
as far as it Would £0, u;deﬁi ‘he had forfeited it
by fome pm:txcular and known mi{dcmeanor.

. CHAP.

—— - ———EEE et
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CHAP VIL

Seruants of different charatlers. A fhetch of the
goodand bad.  The inveterate batred of the bad aé

gainfl the good

Howr:vnn general the corruption was, the' .
reader is not to imagine that all Servants
were of the fame charafter, or behaved in the -
fame manner. 'There were ftill fome, here and
there, who afted in a manner fuitable to their
ftation, who minded their- bufinefs, who loved
their mafters, and wert beloved by them. Thefe
made as great a ftruggle as they could to keep
matters right in the meetmgs of the corporation,
tho’, commonly, with very indifferent fuccefs. .
The oppofite principles and conduét of the two-
forts may be learned from.the following parti~-
culars. -

They dxﬁ‘ered toto celo, i theu' very - profef-'-~
fion and manner of fpeaking. The modern
fafhiongble - party- affirmed, that' courage and
felf-fufficiéncy ought to bethe léading charadter
of a Servant.. That he ought always tobe fpeak-
ing in praifé ofhis ownr.deeds. That he- ought
never to allow of any.error or miftake in his be-
haviour : but, on the contrary, to infift that he
deferved the higheft approbation. Who is oblis
ged, faid - they, to. fpeak : well of a man..whe

Ggs3 - fpeaks -
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fpeaks ill of himfelf 7 Can there be any thing;
more pufillanimous, than fer a fervant to be al-
ways confefling that he can do very little to any
purpofe.

On the other hand, the honefter fort of Ser-
vants declared, that they thought pride and con-
fidence were in themfelves hateful, and quite in-
tolerable in Servants.. That they fhould not make:
high pretenfions, left they fhould be brought but
to the greater thame y fhat they fhould acknow-
ledge the great imperfedtion of cvery thing they:
did, and expelt te be rewarded, not for the
worth or walue of their fervice, but from the
geodnefs and indulgence of their' mafiers.

Jt was curious te ebferve the différent effells
of thefe principles. Thofe who. fpoke in the
higheft terms of their own qualifications were
always the moft negligent and the moft unfaith-
fl. They grudged every thing they did, and.
laid hold of innumerable pretences for fhortening
their hours of labour, and procuring days of re-

‘lazatien. If, at any time, one of them had done .
a piece of work in a tolemble manner he could
hardly be brought to Co.any more for two days;
but was wholly taken up in admiring his own in-
genuity, and commending it to-all who would
take the pains to liften te.him. On the contrary,
the humble and' felf-denied were always bufy,
applied themfelves to their duty with the utmeft
care and -affiduity, and thought they could never
do enough. "Fhey never once calied in qpeﬁx(l:n

‘ tae
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the hours of labour, but confidered the neceflity
of the family, or the importance of the work they
were engaged in.  'When any body happened to
commend one of thém for his diligence, he in-
treated them to forbear fuch difcourfe, for he
was very fenfible he had not done tlie thoufandth
part of what he ought to have done.

Men came to be fo fenfible of the different cfl
feQs of thefe principles, that almoft every family
carneftly withed to have Servants of the felf-de-
nying charaller, and perfeftly hated the other. If
they entered inte converfation with an unknown:
Servant, they were particularly attentive to the
firain, of his difcourfe, and, though he were upon
his guard, would with great fagacity penetrate

his fentiments. But, alas! this ferved very little: -

purpofe ; for, if he had intereft to procure a writ
of nomination, they were obliged to receive him,
and then being fixed in the faddle, he made a
full difcovery both of his. principles and practice.
- Nothing was more remarkable than the ranco-
rous. hatred which the felf-fufficient bore to the
humble Servants ; efpecially fuch- as fhowed the
moft remarkable diligcnce in their work. They
fpread flanders againft them without number.
Fhey ufed to go about. with indefatigable dili-
ence, among the great men, and nominators to
the eftablithed falaries, to exafperate their minds
againft them, and prevent their fettlement or
promotion. They reprefeated them as a fet of
poor, filly, fneaking, fpiritlefs fellows, who, for

no
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no other end than to throw an odium on the
more free and generous livers, would work long-

er than ufual. For the fame reafon, it was pres -

tended, thaty when the reft were at their paftime
running, jumping, or cudgel playing, then to be
fure, thefe hypocrites would be driving a ftake;

or pruning a tree about a farm, or picking weeds -

from a garden or ficld of corn.. They reprefented
them, alfo, (which was indeed partly true,) as
acquiring a ftiff ruftick air, by often ftooping,
and habitual application to their work.

Neither were they wantmg in executing their
revenge againit their enemies themfelves, when-

ever an opportunity offered. If two or three of

the loofer fort met, by chance, one of the induf-
trious in a folitary place, -er going of an-errand;
they cunningly folicited him to join with theny
in fome diverfion, for example, blind man’s-buff,

or any other. If he complied, they alt confpired-

againft him, and drubbed him:heartily; and, afe
ter they had-done {o, one- was- immediately- dl(
patched .to'inform -againft him and let the family
he belonged to know how he had been fpending
his time, fo that he was.na better than his neigh-
bhours. 'Whenever they difcovered a Servant in

a field after the ufual time of laboury they would

~ get behind the hedges and pelt him urmercifully
with ftones, fo that he returned home, not only
fatigued with his work, but feverely fmartmg

with the wounds he had received,.
Suck.

Py
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Such was not only, the condust of individuals,
but the very famg fpirit prevailed in the meetings
of the corporation, from the loweft jto.the highe
eft. None met with do f{gverg, treatment from
them 2s hon;ﬂ: Jnduﬁmqps fervants, who. were
beloved i in the families where they were placed 5
neither was there any grime fo heinous, 35 being
mpre dﬁ:gem than the generality of other Ser-
vants, .If any family accufed a fervant of pilfere
mg, neghgence, drunkennefs, or, wantonnefs a-
mong the maids, thefe were all human infirmities,
- no way atrogious, in their nature. They were
alfo hard to be afce:;:amed fo that it was almoft
~ impofiible to, bring a praof.of the fadls to the fa-

tisfaction of the courty But, if one happened
to he accufed of doing any uncqmmon fervice to
the family at their defire, er orking whem
others were allowed, to play, this was high trea-
fon_ againft the conﬁmuhog, and he was con-
demned without mezcy, and fometimes without.
- hearing,

But, of allthe J:rumsof this fbxx, the moft
unpardenable was whatever teaded to impeach
the wifdom, aor weaken the authorjty of the an-
nual meetings of the cogporation. When an in~
ferior court was ordered, to introduce a fervant
into a family who had refufed to receive him,
fometimes a member or two would humbly re-
prefent, that.the terms of the oath appeared to
them abfurd and profane, in that inftance, and
beg to be excufed. Whenever this happened,

they
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they were dmggecf as delinquents to the bar, ra-
ted and abufed, ftript and branded, declered in<
famous, and incapable even of repentances It
was many times aflirmed in the generil meeting,
that no man could be guilty of a crime which fo
much as approached in guilt to that ef difparag-
ing the authority” of the corporation of Servants.

I muft take this opportunity of acquainting the
reader with a ftory that happdned a few years be-
fore my informer left the country. One of the
Servants, who was -a great oppofer of the prevail-
ing meafures, finding his brethren to be deaf to
ferious reafoning, fell upon . a fingular device.
Being pofleft of a vein of humour, and knowing
a little of the art of painting, he drew a piture *
of the droll or ludicrous kind, in which, by %nig-
matical chara&ers, he reprefented the various im-
‘pofitions of the Servants in general. He alfe
took off the likenefles of the principal and moft
ative leaders of the corporation, and put them in
the moft comical pofturcs imaginable. Here was
to be feen a fellow capering and dancing in a gar-
den all full of weeds, and his infiruments lying
befide him, quite grown over with ruft—Anoth-

. er carrying a bafket over his arm, with the fign
of a pine apple in his hand, and- a paffenger, on °
examining the contents, finds nething but ftink-
_ ing fith, and ftops his nofe—A great bloated fel-
low, fwelled like a tun, challenging the whole
country to runta race with him—Another hurry-
ing away a girLinto a comcr,and cov ermg her with -
. - .00 his

7
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lns frook.—~Thefe, and" many othets, he:drew in
fuch a.manner, as clearly to cxpofe their knavery‘
and oftentation. , fl

. This pi¢ture was ftuck up, in the night-time, -
near 2 publick road leading to a great town. As
the perfons were all very well known, it is not to
be imagined what entertainment it afforded to
the people. . No body geuld keok-upon it without
laughing : and, when ever any of the Servants,+
honoured with a place in it, were feen upon the
fireets, the boys gathered about them in crowds,
and, to their un{'peakable mortification, mi-
. micked the poftures in which . they had been re-:
- profented. - Copies; in mamigture were taken of
this performange, and kept in- many families : fo
~ that, whenever the Setvants were in ill humour
they would pull out the draught, and hold itin:
their eye, @ - 2

«The, fury. gid rqfentmzn; of - the Servants, on
tbc publicption.of this, piecey is mot to-be conceivs':
ed.. Theauthor had done it .with fo- much cau-
tion and fecrecy, that they could not get hith le--
gally convicved, However, they ¢ither difcover-
ed, or at leaft thought they -had: difcovered, who
he was, and-employed themifelves ‘night and day,
in devxﬁng methods of evenge. - .Above all, that.
unlucky fellow, who had been réprefented follow-
ing the girl, was o tranfported with rage, that he
fcarce ever returned to his right:fenfes. . He had
been fomething of a draughtfman himfelf, fo he
fet about making a piture in ridicule of the induf-

trious
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trious fervants ; but, either the thing itfelf was
fo difficult, or he proceeded witht fo much rage
and trepidation, that it was a perfet caricatura,
and his friends prevailed with him to fupprefsit.
The poor author, in the mean time, was oblig-
ed to de conftantly upon his gmrd, as there was
always a fet of defperadoes lying in wait for him,
armed with clubs, and fully determined to
his brains out, if they could catch him in a :E
per place. In the mean time,they all agreed
telling lies'upon him without ceafing. They af-
firmed, that no body but a complete rafcal could
be capable of fuch a performance ; that to betray
Servants to their mafters was, at any rate, a ma-
licious trick ; but, that for a Servant to laugh at
his fellow Servants, and fet other people a laugh-
ing at them too, was the cleareft demonfiration
of adepraved heart. It was ten years after the
faft was committed, that my informer left the
country ; and he declared that their refentment
had not abated in the leaft degree: a circum-
ftance which I obferved, had made a deep im-’
preffion upon his mind; fo that he would often
fay, From the fury of an enraged Servant, good
Lord deliver me. He alfo told me, that he was
convinced by this example, that wit and hue
mour was a talent unfpeakably prejudicial to the
pofefor ; and therefore, if ever he had a child,
and obferved in him the leaft tarn that way, he
would apply himfelf with the utmoft- aﬁidmtx .
te eradicate it as a vice.

CHAP.
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CHAP. X

~

The }dclgﬁrgjﬁr of Servants im their sork. A curi-

#us debate in @ certain fownly, which iffued in no-
. thing. :

T will be eafily perceived, frem what has been
faid above, that the greatelt part of the Ser-
wants were exceffively negligent. They feemed
to have two great objeéts conftantly in view, and
to carry them on haund in hand ; the increafe of
their wages, and the diminution of - their labour.

"The truth is, however ftrange it may feem, thefe

always bore an exalt proportion to one another.
‘Whenever a Servant got more wages fettled upo

him, he looked upon it as a confequence, that he*

fhould be more flothful than before. In the
‘mean time, it was remarkable what ingenious and

plaufible reafonings they always fell upon to jufti- -

fy their condu@®. On this fubjet particularly
they would fay, ¢ What is well done is foon done.
A fmall piece of work, executed as it ought to
be, is better than marring a great deal, which is
worfe than idlenefs.’

Infiead of any other general remarks, I fhall
entertain the reader with a .curious example of
their ingenyity, in devifing excufes for their own

neglet. Tais happened in the family of a great

man, about three years after the publication of
Hh the
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¢ law of the Corporation,, that no Servant thould
¢ meddlewith the affairs of another family, or
¢ pretend to take the iffpection or..government
¢ of any. beafts but fuch 3s belong to. his own
¢ mafter. Now, fays he, this is mamfeﬁly the.
¢ cafe in the prefent inftance; nay, it is even
¢ implied in the. propofal itfclf, which is, there- <
¢ fore, quite irregular and incompetent. If that

¢ bull does net belong to us, let his own mafter -
¢ fend for him' when be pleafes 3 we have noth-

¢ ing to do with bim. Let us mind our own

¢ affairs.”

Then rofe a fervant of ancient ftanding, feverar’
of his teeth having been loft by old age, who
bore a particular mark of his mafter’s favour. He
was remarkable for making long fpeeches, of -
which it was difficult to comprehend the - mean-
ing. After fpeaking about half an hour, quite
unintelligibly, he concluded: thus.. ¢ Brethren,
¢ I do not deny, that fuch a propofal as this.
¢ might have done very. well in former - time}, .
¢ when the fences. were almoft entire; and the
‘oﬁ'endmg ﬁrangers ~very. few: but, at prefent,
it.is quite. romantick and impoffible. Will any
man ferioufly pretend, at this time of day, when
the hedges-are almoft wholly broken down, and .
fo many encroachments on-every hand, to af-.
firm, that none ought to continue in the in-
clofures but fuch as truly belang to our mafter..
¢I am afraid his fields would make 2 very de--

Hh3 ¢ folate
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¢ folate appearance, for there would be few left-
¢ behind’

Laft of all, one tells them in.a few wards,
that the debate was altogether idle; that there-
was a2 miftake.at the very bottom of the affair =~
for, by the beft information' he. cauld procure,
the beaft in queftion was not a bull, but an ox..
. To fum up the matter, one or other of thefe-
vanous and contradiftory. reafons-prevailed wpdhn-
2 great majority to come to this refolution, that:
it was not prudent nor expedient, at this time, to-
agree -to the propefal; and, therefore, the in-.
truders in general fhould be winkéd at, and that:

beaft irr particular, whether he were bull or ox,
fhould continue where he was.

CHAP,
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CHAP. X

©f the ambition and covetoufnefs of ‘the Sevvants, and:
the various methods they fell. upor: 1o gratify their-

dyfre.r. P kS v
I nnﬁ’ob&rwd bcﬁn'e, ftﬁatthe con{htutxon in

this. province was framed with great care, and:

feemed. particularly- calculated to prevent ambi-
tion and love of pre-eminence. For this reafon,

they eftablithed a: parity dthong the Servants, and.
taok every meafure they. codld think of, to pre-.

vent the introdufton-of overfeers and archover-

feers. By this tinre, however, the Servants had:
not only degenerated in peint of fidelity and.

diligence, but had made great encroachments up-
on the conftitution itfelf. They had a prodigious
hankering after the high-founding titles, and im-
menfe revenues, which were given to Servants
in the neighbouring province. k grieved. them
to hear, and.fometimes, when fent upon bufinefs
to that country, to fee, that fome of the over-
~ feers lived m fplendid palaces, and -were carried
about in chariots, while they themfelves were
fill obliged to wear the drefs of Servamts, and
generally to walk a-foot.

Gladly would they have introduced thefe offices
in their own province ; but the great men, whe
had hitherto affifted thcm, dreaded the expence,

and

N
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and would not agree to it. They were, therefore, .
obliged to proceed cautioufly and gradually. In.
fome few inftahces, they nrade it-appear, that one

Servant might be introduced in two - different

families, and enjoy both. the falaries. Asto the

work, they might be fometimes in the one, and

fometimes in the other; or, if oneof them was a

family of fmall confequence, they might do well

enough without any Servant-at-all.. They begged;

in the moft abjeét manner, of the governor of the

province, that 2. fmall number of falaries might

be appointed, without any office annexed to them,

by way of gratuities, for the eneouragement of

good Servants. This was done ; and there fol-

lowed a_terrible competition. for obtaining them,
which produced a moft malignant hatred between
thofe who were fuccefsful and . thofe: who were-
not.

The reader-may perhaps imagine, that the hope :
of meriting thefe falaries would excite them to
vie with one another, in doing the bufinefs of the.
families where they ferved. It was quit the con-
trary. They tried every method gf advancement
but that only ; or, if any did tryit in that way,
they were fure to. be difappointed. Some of them
ufed the old way of flattery, which had always a.
very great effe@t. Some became political tools,
fpies, and informers to the prevailing party at
court. Some were not afhamed to become pimps
and pandars to great men, and even fometimes to
attend them . in their noturnal expeditions.

Some
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Somiendeavonved symake thamfelggs remgrkas
Bik fox feats:andratshiavements auite put, of the
vy of their-spm Wufinefi.One of thep, for ex<
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tuke P put, i upon the top-ofthe Hogfe where
Nedived: >Theionferuenes of;this was,, that /ppﬁ
fengersigningtabato Wayx, aftex: fanding, fill and
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¢ feah.) 'Ekmxa@ -hﬁ fame ﬁgycad abroad ,Aami
Fometimes cams 10 the cary of the people aboves
¥ cenvot belp partioplorly ‘mentioning one wha.
wras the mof-faccefsful, o all that had gone bes
forehim, whe'way alive.whe my. infarmer left

.

the-couritry, aid (protably, may be alive at this
very time. The method he fell upon, was tel«
Ying wondetfil fories .of the beroic; aftions. of
" that people’s predassors, a fapjest of which they
werd cithubafiically, foapds \:I}ﬁ;..héd,l}??‘);!iié‘?,:?
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a pak of Joditions, fspundrels, altogether Belotw
his natice ; He was,a fellow, of, upcommon abi-.
Yy s, and no. lefs remarkable. for enterprif¢’ and

- T T T refolutions
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refolution. He umed on his- fchemes 3 procur—
ed for himfelf one falary after another ;. and did
notfail to laugh 2t thy Gmplicyy of thofe who.
beftowed them, faying among his. intimate com-
panms, ¢ He blefled God thgt kmnz were. {0
¢ éaﬁ!f déceived, byt the “formal & eogntenance “of'd
¢ Sewant'v NymATEY “t\i"‘bm Y

The fupemumer f;xlancs, ‘hew very we
fow] that they w :?obn R Yﬂ;:lfte} ang % t-
e Afe, indeed; tﬁ.m xclie 'allfxungex g :
thrifting” after mére."Tp- rcmédy thxsh th
upon & ‘méthod of gratifying the’ vanit %
whofe pockets the§ could ‘not ﬁll., A tit cwas
invented, which, Onkc the ﬁonor rewards "of tk the
ancients ih this’ p\rt of the 'w ld“;‘ they fmﬂ
would fer¥e to dxﬁmgmﬁx fllufirious o me{xt, and‘
nife a happy emulatlon. “The utle,'w:;sf, Mafter.
of Service 7 ‘and- the” dndtors Cof, the fchools or.
places’ of’ ;xcrciib were appom;cd ta bpﬁow 1t3
accordling 6" the "fkill and " proﬁcmncy, of the
candidates.” * Im:ucdxatay ayp]lcanoqs ,came in
from at quarters, and it was dealt ‘about very.Ii-
Uﬁ"“y: ard, f poffible, even’ more\thur&lx‘i)an
the falariés had been béfgrc, “There was ‘bard-
lf‘aﬁ inftarce Of ts' bcing ix&owed' for' rea}
Knowledge “of Wfefhl” mduftry "but ;for fomc‘
whirhifical quaﬁﬁcaﬁon of 4'di &'e;cn,t(k?‘}f fa
mat-had mvented & dew dance or for B ox: 1;‘0 ecy ‘”
ted ""'W‘hofe barr& of falted buttcrﬁ?cs in one fu
iitér, or fade 7 gold cham for* bmdmg' a’ fiea &o
a poﬁ' he was mﬂantly creatcd a Maﬁer of écrvnce..

S Reid L CHAPL
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g reader. may ml;ably be, wo,ndemg An
himfelf, how the peoglc behaved in, thefe

cugum&anca, and what became of their, aﬁ'au'g.
He may be ready to_ think, tl;at their patience
muft hebythunme ncarlyﬁ ':n,tﬂl:cd,and fome
terrible revolution at hgnd " The_truth 'is, the
patience o{ mary of them had been at an £nd for
‘many years ; but, being - dxvtdqi among thems
felves,, thexr mﬂncnce -was fiot. Jufficient to Pro-
duce a gcneral changc. It is impofiible to men-
tion all the eﬁ'e&s whnch thc ooaduﬂ; of the Ser-
vants, had | upon the pcpple bat it will be worth
whnle to take ‘particular ‘notice of 4wo claﬂbs of
mmen, and théir behaviour upan the fisbjsd. .

- One Iet Q£ people rofe amougtb,ew whofg fc,np :
tlmeqts and condu& r& as, ﬁ,agg]a; and extrpy
qrdinary, s any fhing, gecorded in. this baoky
They we? amen whp made, high pretenfions. to
e

10m, and gave them elveamuch,

1 a rcﬁe&xom upogﬁ;‘cmpgrf of things.
Tfley Were 6? opxmqn, tﬁag a]l»;hg g;fdom of the
nition, centercd in t§emfdvc,sn .and that a)l the
reft’ werc downngh{ fools or madmen, ; Haw-
cver, cgtamg upon ' their fpeculauons with fuch

: . an
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an overweening conceit of themfelves, their hoaf>

ted reafon firft led them into many miftakes, and -

at laft fairly turned their heads.

It was their cuftom to fearch into hiftory, and
paticularly into the hiftory of the Servants.
A here they found, that, in every age; there had
been a great deal of knavery among the Servants.
‘Alt the intances of this fort they ufed to colled,
publifh, snd compare with the conduct of the
Servants in their own times 3 which they expof-
ed with the greateft feverity. At haft, by long
dwelling upon this fubject, they came to be of
opinion, that there ought to be no fuch thing in
‘nature as a Servant ; that they neser had done
-any thipng but harm ; and that the world would
-be much better without them. Semctimes fober-
-minded people attempted to fet them to rights,
-and alledged, that, tho’ the dithoneft had always
‘been- too numerous as well as noify, yet ftill
sthere were fome of great worth and ufcfulnefs; -
‘nay, that fociety, i the nature of things, could
ot fubfift without perfons in lower flations, to
ferve and accommodate thofe in higher. This
was fo far from having an efftt upon them, that
they became always more pofitive.upon contra-
diction, and fcarce ever failed to advance opini- .
ons ftill more wild and romantic than before. In-
ftead of yielding that Sertants were neceflary in
fociety, they affirmed, that it was not only de-

" firable, but extremely poflible, to have a whole
: ' . nation

-
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nation of lerds, without one.perfon among them
of inferior degree. '

They affirmed, that excepting Servants, all o-
ther men were by nature wife, honeft, and ac--
tive ; fully fufficient for their own happinefs ; and
that they would have been quite virtuous and

happy, without any exception, if they had not

been blindfolded and deceived by the Servants,
To this race, whom they ufed often in a fit of
raving, to curfe in amoft dreadful manner, they
imputed all the envy, malice, oppreflion, covet-
oufnefs, fraud, rapine, and bloodfhed that ever
had happened fince the besinning of the world.
In fupport of their fcheme, they made learned
difquifitions on nature, and the firft caufe of all
things. They fhewed that nature was, and muft
be wife and-good in all her produdtions; and,

“therefore, that man muft nceds be free from

every thing .that is evil, and his original confti-
tution perfectly juft and found. All the diforders.
that were tobe feen in focicty were eafily -ac-
counted for, from the hellith machinations of
the Servants. In the mean time, it was cbvious,
that the Servants were the produ¢t of nature too ;
and accorlding to the fame reafoning, muft have
been of as gentle and tradtable difpofitions, and
in all refpets as faultlefs as their mafters.  This
manifeft difficulty:in their own fcheme, however .
unaccountable it may appear, they ncver once re-

flected upon,.nor by confequence attempted to

refolve.
i 1i Sometimes

\
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Somctimes they were prefled with the neceflity
of Scrvants to cultivate the ground, which, if
negletted, it was plain, would grow over with
briars and therms, and every noxious weed. Here
they immediately recurred to their old argument,
the excellency of nature’s productions; and, up-
. on the ftrength of it, prefumed abfolutely to de-
‘ny the fact. They faid, were the earth only left
to itfelf, it would produce nothing but what was
ufeful and falutary, and that in great abundance,

for the fupport of its inhabitants; that all the -

pretended cultivation of it by ‘the Servants was
but fpoiling ity and that they themfelves had
fowed the feeds of every hurtful or unneceflary
plant. It was to no purpofe to mention to them,
cither the vaft tracts of uncultivated ground, or
the defolate condition of a negleted field 5 all
this, they pretended, arofe from a certain fym-
pathy in the feveral parts of the carth one with
another, and from poifonous vapours eafily car-
ried by the wind, from the places where Servants
had been at work, In fhort, they fometimes
proje&ted a fcheme for a new fettlement where
no Servants fhould be admitted ; and where they
hoped, in a little time, every man would be as
wife as a philofopher, as rich as a merchant, and
as magnificent as a king.

After all, the perfetion of their abfurdity ap-
peared.in the following -circumftance. Though
it was plain, to any perfon of reflexion, that their
delmum took its rife from the tricks and mifbes

haviour

i

|
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Traviour of bad Servants, yet they had the moft
rooted and inveterate antipathy at. thofe that
were good.  The reafon, probably was, that the
diligence and ufefulnefs of this laft fort ftood di-
reétly in the way of their fcheme, and preventeds
the reft of the nation from being of their opinion.
All feemingly good Servants they aflirmed to be
at bottom arrant knaves; and in one refpelt, un~
fpeakably worfe than any of the reft, becaufe
they appeared-to be better. The idle, flothful,
worthlefs Servants, were frequently their com-~

panions; and it was one of their higheft enter- -

tainments to lead fuch fellows into frolicks, mif-

chief, or debauchery, and then peint them out

to their fellow citizens, and ufe words to this
purpofe ; ¢ You poor hood-winked fools, do you-
¢ fee thefe rafcals ? why will you any longer har--
¢ bour them in your houfes ? they areall of one
¢ complexion, and will infallibly bring you to mi--
¢ fery and fpcedy deftruction.’ -

I2 CHAP.
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Continuation of the fame fubject. The fentiments and
condult of cthers, in confequence of the bebaviour of

the Servants. -

‘

E are not to fuppofe that the whole na-
tion loft their fenfes. No: by far the
greater number ated as prudently and rationally

«s men could do in- their circum{tances. Accor- -

ding to plain commen fenfe, in proportion as cor-
ruption’and degeneracy increafed among the Ser-
vants, they fet the higher value on fuch as were
honeft and faithful.- They ufed every mean in
their power to procure fuch for their own fami-
lies, agreeably to the laws of the ecorperation,
‘When this could not be brought about, or when
a good-for-nothing-fellow was buckled to the fa~
lary, they put themfelves to the additional expence
of hiring one according to their own mind ; paid
the former his wages duly, and only defired the
favour of him to give them no trouble, but fpend
his time according to his own fancy.

It was pleafant enough to obferve the differ-

ent conduét of the eftablithed Servants, according
to their ditferent tempers, when they fell under
this predicament. Some of them were greatly
enraged to fee the fervice of another preferred to
theirs, ufed many artful methods to prevent it

' where
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where they could, and took every opportunity of
venting their malice, or glutting their revenge
when they could not. Where they could get

any body to believe them, they afferted that all

1kill and power of doing good was confined to
the corporation ; that it was inherent in them,
and defcended in their blood from one generati-
on to another, like courage in the race of game
cocks. The others, they pretended, were aTpu-

. rious brood, and that it was impoflible to train

them fo as to make them fit for fervice.

If this did not gain credit, all poflible pains
were taken to difparage the conduc¥ of ‘the addi-
tional Servants. Their work was examined with
the greateft ftrictnefs, every flaw in it pointed out,
and many faults imputed to it merely through en-
vy. If any piece of work appeared to be fubftan-
tial, they pretended it wanted neatnefs, and was
altogether inelegant. This chargé, however, made
little impreflion upon the people. They had
been fo long plagued with Servants who minded
nothing but ornament, both in their perfons and
their work, that they were rather pleafed than
difgufted with one of a more homely carriage.

‘When nothing elfe would do, the groffeft lies
and calumnies were {pread, both of the new Ser-

" vants and thofe who employed them. It was

pretended, that they fowed the feeds of fedition
and difaffection, in the families where they got
admittance. Sometimes this accufation, tho’ ut-
terly groundlefs, obtained fuch credit with the
governors
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governors, that, if they had a'complaint to make,
or a caufe to try, they could fearcely expedt juf-
" tice. It was alfo alledged, that they terrified the
children out of their wits, by telling frightful
ftories in the winter evenings.” You might meet
with many of the cftablifhed Servants who affer-
ted, and cven feemced to believe, that all who em-
ployed any other than themfelves, were idiots
or crack-brained, and deftitute of common fenfe.

On the other hand, not a few of the eftablith-
ed Servants were altogether indifferent how ma-
ny others were hired, and how  little work was
left to themfelves. They knew that their wages
were well fecured to them, which was the main
chance; and they found rather more time and li-
berty to follow the bent of their inclinatioms.
Perhaps they would have been better fatisfied if
the people had been content with what kind and
quality of work they thought proper to do. But,
as this was not to be expefted, the hiring of o-
thers rendered all matters perfeftly eafy, and
their lives were one continued fcene of indolence
or pleafure.

In the mean time, it was highly diverting to.
hear how they exprefled themfelves upon this
fubjet, and with how much art and cunning they
made a virtue of neceflity. They ufed to extol
their own candour and benevolence. ¢ Gentle-
¢ men,’ one of them would fay, ¢you fee with
¢ what difcretion I ufe you. Iam always glad
¢ to fee kiberty prevail, and every man fuffered ta

i do
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© do what feems proper to himfelf. I am well
¢ pleafed, that you fhould hire as many Servants
¢ as you incline. Iafk no more, than that I
¢ may have a clean neat bed-chamber, in a con-
¢ venient part of the houfe, my wages well and
¢ regularly paid, and a {mall bit of ground in
¢ the garden to bring up a few delicious herbs
< and fruits for my own ufe. If thefe things are
¢ properly attended to, you fhall find me a-good
£
<
€

man to live with ; I fhall never interfere with

your work in the leaft, or give you any snanner
¢ of trouble, even by making remarks upon it.’
In fuch a cafe, it would happen now and then,
that one of the family, touched a little with the
abfurdity of this phlegmatick {peech, would anf-
wer, ¢ That very well he might make himfelf
¢ eafy, fince, all the while, he was well fed and
¢ clothed at their expence.* This he would re-
ceive with filent contempt, and difplay the great-
eft fatisfaction in his own compofure of fpirit, and
meeknefs of temper.

As for the remaining part of the nation, they
reflected very little upon their condition, but
took fuch Servants as were {ent to them, and rub-
bed on as well as they could. Such quiet and paf-
five pcople were highly extolled by the Servants,
who took all opportunities of declaring, that they
were the only folid and rational perfons in the
whole kingdom. Thefe praifes delighted them
greatly ; fo that they lived as poor and as merry
as beggars, who have nothing to hope, and no-
thing to fear.

- CON-
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CONCLUSION.

HUS I have given the reader an acccount

of this extraordinary clafs of men; and I
am certain, he muft confefs, there is fomething
in their charafters and condud, proper to excite
a mixture of laughter and indignation. It is al-
fo probable, that he feels a confiderable degree of
fympathy with the deluded and opprefled people,
and is anxious to know, whether there appeared

" any profpet of deliverance. This was a queftion

I often afked at my informer, who affured me

‘that, from what he had heard and feen, there

was not the moft diftant profpeét of reformation
by the Servants themfelves. The honefter fort

‘were always borne down, traduced and flandered;

and thofe of an oppofite charatter had fo long
kept the management of the corporation in their
hands, that they reckoned themfelves fecure in
their authority, and openly fet at defiance both
the people in general, and their fellow Servants.
There remained juft a, glimpfe of hope from

‘one quarter, viz. the gentlemen who had been

chofen to the office of helpers. They had at firft

" contributed as much as any to the. introducion of

wrong meafures ; but, not being under the temp-
tation of intereft, they began to open their eyes
at laft.  For fome years they had been a confide-
rable reftraint upon the violence of the Servants,

and
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and had prevented them in feveral inftances from
degrading, ftripping, and branding thofe who had
incurred their dipleafure, by. doing bufinefs at
unfeafonable hours. They had alfo contributed
to the difgrace and difmiffion of fome drunken
fots, and lafcivious wretches, whom feveral of the
leading Servants had a ftrong inclination to fpare.
From thefe circumftances, fome flattered them-
felves that a change might be brought about; and
that though the Servants-would never think of

any reformation themfelves, it would foon be -

¢ forced upon them by a foreign hand.’

After all, it was but very uncertain whether
any material change would foon take place ; and
therefore, while we can only fend that unhappy
people our good withes, we have reafon to rejoice
. in our own good fortune, that we are perfeétly
free from impofitions of the fame or any fimilar-
~ kind.

FLNIS
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