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SERMON LII,

TRUST IN GOD.

BY

JOHN PFITHERSPOON, D. D. L. L.D.

Col. N. c. p.

Isaiah 1. lo.

IVbo is a'lnongyou thatfeareth the Lord, that cleyelh

the voice of hisJewant^ that walketh in darhiejs^

and hath no light? let him tnifi in the name of the

Lordy andflay upon his God,

HAVING, in a former difcourfe, opened the

charader and ftate of thofe who are called

upon, and exhorted to trufl- in the name of the

Lord, and entered upon xhtfecond Z/:?/;;^ propofed

;

which was to explain the duty of truft in God, and

to point out its foundation ; and having in this

view conlidered the nature of abfolute promifes

—

I proceed,

1. To confider the nature and ufe of conditional

promifes. Thefe I am obliged, for greater dif-

tindnefs, to divide into three different heads.— i.

There are promifes made to perfons of fuch or
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fuch a charader, or in fuch or fuch a flate.—2.

There are promifes, the performance of which is

fufpended on our compliance with fomething pre-

vioufly required, as the condition of obtaining

them.—3. There are promifes, not only fufpend-

ed on both the preceding terms, but upon the

fuppofition of fome circumftances in themfelves

uncertain, or to us unknown. Let us confider

each of thefe with care and attention.

I. There are promifes made to perfons of fuch

or fuch a character, or in fuch or fuch a fiate,

which are, therefore, to be applied, and refted on,

according as the evidence of our being of this cha-

rader, or in this flate, is clear or obfcure. In this

I have particularly in view, the bleflings of falva-

tion, the pardon of fin, peace with God, the fpirit

of fand:ification, and a right to everlafling life.

Thefe all lie in an unbroken chain, and infepara-

ble connexion, and might have been more briefly

expreffed, by an intereft in Chrift the Saviour,

who is the author, fource and fum of thefe blef-

fings ; for all the 'promifes of God in hivi, are yea, and

in him ameiiy to the glory of God by us. Let no ju-

dicious attentive hearer be furprifed ordifTatisfied,

that I have ranked thefe among conditional pro-

mifes, for you may obferve that I have expreffed

myfelf thus, they are promifes made to perfons

of fuch or fuch a chara^ftcr, or in fuch or fuch a

flate. In this, they certainly differ from the pro-

mifes properly abfoluie^ mentioned above. It is
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far from my intention to do injury to that funda-

mental truth, that falvaticn is by grace. I efteem

that doctrine which proceeds upon a felf- right*--

ous fyflem, to be contrary to the word of God,

and moft pernicious to the fouls of men. There

is nothing at all required in fcripture to be per-

formed by us, as a purchaiing or meriting condi-

tion. Every gracious zO: of the divine govei n<>

ment, in our favor, is the fruit of the Redeemer's

purchafe, and every holy difpoiition wrought in

us, is the effe6t cf his Almighty Grace. But it is

certain at the fame time, that in order to our ac-

cepting thofe bleflings, we mull: be truly and deep-

ly humbled, and fee ourfeives to be incapable and

helplefs. We mull be unfeignedly willing to re-

nounce all claim of merit, and accept of falvation

as it is offered in the gofpel; that is, in its full ex-

tent, and in the free and fovereign manner of its

communication. So far, furely, we mufl: fay, the

promifes of the gofpel are conditional, or wholly

pervert the v/ord of God, I know of no promifcs

then to the unbelieving and impenitent, unlefs

you call that a promife, that they fhall have their

portion in the lake offire that burneth with brimjhne;

and that the Jmoke of their torment afcendeth upfor
ever atid ever*

Hear it, my dear brethren, it is the needyy thirfly^

Jenfihle foul that is invited to come and find reft.

Hoi every one that thirjieth^ comeye to the waters ^ and

be that hath no money ^ come ye, buy and eat ;yea, come
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hiiy wine and milk without money and without price*

Come unto me allye that labor and are heavy laden, and

I will give you reft. If any Ihall think fit further

to iiiy, that the very deftination of the vefTels of

mercy, is of God's fovereign pleafure, that con-

vidlion itfeif is by a day of his power, and that

faith which interefls us in Chrift's rio-hteoufnefs

is his gift : I agree to the whole, but obferve, that

it is improperly introduced here. No ufe can

pofl^bly be made of the divine decree in the ap-

phcation of the promifes. It is inverting the or-

der of things. Can any man fay, I trufi: in the

mercy of God, becaufe I have been ordained to

everlafting Hfe ? No man can derive comfort from

this, till by his cffecflual calling it is publiihed,

and begins to be accomplilhed; and then he may
look back with wonder and gratitude to that ever-

lafting love, by which he was chofen in Chrift be-

fore the foundation of the world. Can you judge

of the fruit of a tree by looking upon the root ?

No, but you judge of the ftrength and deepnefs

of the root, by the fulnefs of the fruit, and the vi-

gor and verdure of the branches. From an im-

proper mixture of v/hat belongs to the fccret will

of God, and what belongs to us, as our duty, much

error and confufion arifcs.

Now, my brethren, as to the application of thefe

promifes of pardon and peace, the humbled fin-

ner, the man among us, who walketh in darknefs

and hath no light—w ho is burdened with a i^wi'i
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of guilt, and difcouraged by the threatenings of

the law, the accufations of cohfcience, and the

pure and holy nature of God ; whoj perhaps, has

all this aggravated by diftrefs and trouble, is call-

ed to trufi in the name of the Lord, and {lay him-

felf upon his God. He is invited to confider and

red oil the extent of the call, the immutability of

tlie promife, and the riches of divine grace. Ifhe

is fo far from pleading any merit in himfelf, or be-

ing diffatisficd v/ith the plan offalvation laid down
in the gofpel, that he is making every thing an ar-

giiment againii: himfeif, and dare not lay hold of^

or appropriate fo unfpeakable a mercy: This is

juft the effect of diftrufb, and he is called^ in the

ftrongefl: manner, in the te.tt, to irujl inihs name of

the Lordi dnd Jiay upon his JGod, With hov/ many
gracious airurances for this purpofe is the fcrip-

ture filled. John vi. 37. .
All that toe Father hath

given me floall come to me, and him that cometh unto me

Twill in no wife caft out, Heb. vii, 25. Wherefore

he is able alfo tofdve them to the uttermoft that cmie to

God by himy feeing he ever liveth to make ifitercejjiori.

for them. Rev. xxii. i'^. And the fpirit and the bride

faji Come, ' And let him that hearethfay^ Coffie. And
let hm that is athirfi come. And whofoever willy let

him take of the water oflifefreely , Ali-thingSjChriil:

excepted, are to be renounced to the all-fufficien-

cyofa Redeemer, to be the foundation of our

hope. The penitent will fay with the apoflle,

Phil. iii. S. Im. douhtlefsy and I count all things liii

lofs for the excellency of the knozvledge of Chrijl Jcfus

Vol. ill.
' D2
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my Lord: for zvhom Ihavefuffcredthe lofs ofall things^^

and do count them but dung, that I may win Chriji, and

befound in him, not having mine own righteoufnefs which

is ofthe iaWy but that which is through the faith of

Chrif, even the righteoufnefs which is of God byfaith,

2. There is a fccond clafs of promifes, the per-

formance of which is fufpendcd on our previous

comphance with fornething required as the con-

dition of obtaining them. In chefe we are not onl/

called to accept of the divine mercy, hut covivjanded to

obey the divine will. The order in which I have

placed thele, will, I hope, prevent you from miC
unJerdaading or mifapplying what may be faid

on them. This clafs includes all the promifes in

fcripture regarding the daily progrefs of a believ-

er in his fandification and conformity to God, as

well as the increafc of his comfort and peace. I

am fenlible, that as the reconciliation of a finner

to God, and his right to what is called in fcrip-

ture thepromife of eternal life, is of free and unme-

rited mercy, io, no doubt, ail the inferior or fubor-

dinate promifes flow from the fame fource, nay,

in a certain meafure, they are entirely upon the

fame footing with thofe formerly mentioned ; that

is to fay, final perfeverancc, real growth in the

fpiritual life, and necefiary comfort, are the fure

and purchafcd portion of every one that is born of

God. Rom. viii. 19. For whom he did foreknow

^

he alfo did predcfiinate to he conformed to the image of

his Son, that he might he the frfl-horn among many
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hrihren. But in the diftribution of tbofe gifts,

particularly in their meafure, there is not only an

unknown regard to the good pleafure of God, but

^ known and eflablifhed regard to our condudl in

duty. Thus the abundant fupply of the fpirit is

the fruit and return of diligence in prayer. Matf.

vii. 7. Afk anditjhall be givenyou, feek andyefljall

jindy knock and it Jhall he opened unto you. Sec alfo

Ezekiel xxxvi. 25. compared with the 37th. Then

will Ifprinkle clean water upon yoUy andye J/oall be

cleanfrom allyour filihinefs ; and from all your idols

'will I cleanfe yoUy ^c nusfaith the Lordy yetfor

0,11 this will I he enquired of by the houfe of Ifrael to do

itfor them. Thus alfo inward confolation as well

as outward fecurity, is exprefsly promifed as the

efFed and reward of uniformity and diligence in

duty. Ifa. xxxii. 17. And the work of righteoufnefs

fhall he peacey and the effe5l of righteoufnefs quietnefs

and affurancefor ever. As the counterpart and iU

luftration of this^ you fee, that a departure from

the path of duty brings on the threatened, or, per-

haps, I ought to call it, the promifed rod of cor-

redion. Pf. Ixxxix. 30—-33. But if his children

fhallforfake my laWy and not walk in myjudgments ; if

they break my fiatuteSy and keep not my commandments ^

then will I vifit their trarfgreffions with a rod, ayid

their iniquities with ftripes. Neverthelefsy my loving--

kindnefs will 1 not takefrom hiiUy norfuffer my faitk-

fulnefs tofail. In the fame manner, Ifa. xl. 30,

31. Even theyouthsfhallfaint and be weary, and the

young menJhall utterly fall: But they that wait upon
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the Lordjhall renew theirftrengtb ; theyJloall mount

up zvith win^s as eagles ; they Jhall run and not be

weary—theyJhall walk and not faint. Agreeably to

all this, you know, our blcfTed Lord prefcribed

watchfulnefs and prayer as the great prefervatives

againll temptationj and whoever expe6ts either

fpiritual ftrength, or comfort, while he relaxes his

diligence in the way of duty, is guilty of that fin,

"which is called in fcripture, tempting God ; and

ftiall alTurcdly meet with a dreadful difappoint--

5fnent.

My brethren, as much of the daily exercife of

real believers regards their progrefs in fanclifica-

;ion and their peace and comfort, it is proper that

you faould carefully attend to the tenor of thefe.

promifes, and to what ought to be your reliance

upon them. I fliall fum up, in a few particulars^

what I apprehend to be of mod importance,

I. Trufl in thefe promifes implies felf-denial,

and a deep itnit of your own weaknefs. Thefe

promifes would be unnecelTary and fuperfluous

were we not infufficient of ourfelves for any thing

that is good. Truft in God Hands diredly oppof-

ed to all felf-dependance. Prov. iii. 5. Irujl in

the Lord with all thine hearty and lean not to thine own

underftanding. How jealous God is, if I may fpeak

fo, of the honor that is due to him in this refped,

may be feen from the many foul and fhamcfui

crimes into which he permitted fome of his b'efl

faints to fail, when they were off their guards by
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(loth, or flill more provoked him by pride and

prefumption. Noah's drunkennefs, Mofes's paf-

fion, David's adultery and murder, and Peter's de-

nial of his mafter. i Cor. x. ii. 12. Now alltheje

things happened unto them for enfampleSy and they are

writtenfor our admonitio7i^ upon zvhctn the ends of the

worldare come. Wherefore, lei him that thinkeih heftand-^

eth take heed left he fall. For this reafon the apollle

Paul fays with great propriety, and with great

force, which is equally applicable to himfelf and

other believers, a Teeming paradox, i Cor. xii<

10. For when 1 am weak, then lamftrong.

2. As we are to put no truft in ourfelves, {o v/e

are to exercife the mod unfhaken confidence ot

our being able to difcharge any duty or undergo

any trial by the help of the Almighty.—Oh 1 how
ready are we tolin on both hands.̂ How often do

we prefume upon our own fl:rength and forget the

neceffity of applying for divine aid?—And on the

other hand, how prone are we to timidity or de-

fpondence in difficult cafes ? When corruptions have

long kept their ground, we are ready to dread their

influence, and to make but little out of the pro-

mifes in fcripture, that we fhall be m^de more than

conquerors through him that loved us. We have learn-

ed, by fad experience, that in us dwelleth no good

thing, and ytt it is long before we will attend to

the leiTon that follows hai-d upon it, Mfgrace is

Jjiflicientfor thee, and my firengthfhall be madeperfeil^

^, wcahufs., ^--v
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3. As thcfe promifes are exprelsly made to the

diligent, you muft flill remember that your ovvri

attention and application to duty is efTentially ne-

cefTary, and that the afiifl-ance promifed from

on high, is always reprefented in fcripture as aa

argument and encouragement to diligence, and

jiot a warrant or excufe for floth. Phillip, ii. 12.

Work out your ownJalvation with jear and iremblingi

for it is God that worketh inyou both to will and to d$

of his good pleafure. It is alfo well worthy of no-

tice, that the fame prophet Ezekiel, who fays, chap,

xxxvi. iG. A new heart alfo will I give you, and a

newfpirit will Iput zvithinyou, changes the form of

bis exprellion; andinanotherplace,chap. xviii.jr,

32. fpeaks in the following terms ; Caji away

from you allyour tranfgrejftons whereby he have tranf--

grejfed; and make you a new heart and a newfpirit:

for why willye die, houje of Ifraelf For I have no

pleafure in the death of Imn that dicth, faith the Lord

God; wherefore turnyourfelvesy and liveye. In con-»

fcquence of this,

4. In the lafl: place, trufl in God' will make us

ready to acknowledge, that when we fail in duty,

"when we forget or break our rcfolutions, the fault

is certainly in ourfclvcs. It is impoflible to ex-

cufe or judify ourfclves in any degree, without

laying the blame, in the fame proportion, upon

Godi and calling in queftion his faithfulnefs and

truth. But whatever our treacherous hearts may

linfully fugged, we are not (Iraitened in God, but

draitened in our own bowels. We find him
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pleading his own caufe, in this refped:, in many
paiTagcs of fcripture. Ifa. lix. 1 » Behold, the Lord's

hand is notJhortenedy that it cannot fave * neither his

ear heavy, that he cannot hear ; butyourfins have fc-»

parated hetweenyou andyour God, and your iniquities

have hid his facefrom you, that he zvill not hear. Up-
on the whole, truft in thefe promifes is no other

than an humble and diligent application to duty,

under a deep fenfe of weaknefs, and dependance

on promifed ftrength, accompanied with a firm

perfuafion, that in the name of the L^dzvef/jall tread

down our enemies, and. go on from ftrengch to

ftrength, till we appear before God in Zion»

3. Another clafs of promifes are thofe that are

fufpended, not only on the fame conditions with

the two former, but upon fome other circumftan-

ces in themfelves uncertain, or to us unfeen. Thefe

are temporal mercies, or rather temporal profpe-

rity, deliverance from prefent diiircfs, and abun-

dance or afHuence of outward enjoyments. Per-

haps we may alfo add fpiritual confolation, and

feniible joy in God. I find no temporal promife

precifely fixed to the fervant of God but this

:

Breadfhall he given him, and his zvaterfhall befure

;

and it is certainly his duty, in the moil ftrair-

ening circumdances, to maintain a confident de-

pendance on the power and wifdom of Providence

for necefTary fupply. I do not condemn thofe

who, when reduced to extremity, have adually

pleaded this divine promife, and againfl hope^
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have believed in hope; and I am perfuaded inflaii-

ces have not been wanting of relief, furniflied in

a manner next to miraculous. But as to every o-

ther degree of temporal profperity, God hath re-

ferved it in his own hand to give or withhold it

at his pleafurc, that is, as he fees it will be moft

for his glory, and the benefit of his people. It is

lawful then, my brethren, for you to endeavor to

procure, by honefl: induflry, the increafe of your

fubilance, to look well to the liatc of your flocks

and your herc>s, and to afk by prayer the blcfiing

of God upon your labors. It is lawful, and it iz

your duty by regularity and care, to preferve life

and health, as well as to afiv of the Father of your

Spirits^ recovery from ficknefs, or deliverance

from any other kind of didrefs. But you are noE

warranted to believe that thefe petitions fhall be

granted in hand, or in your own time and meafure,

even though you aflc them in finceriiy with the

prayer of faith. Inhere may be reafons for with-

holding them, and yet you may be accepted in

your prayers. An infinitely wife God knows beft

what is for your good, and he only hath a right to

determine in what part of his own fervice ; where

and how long he dwll employ you. Truil in God,

therefore, in this rcfpcd, implies a careful atten-

tion to the tenor of the promifes with regard to

temporal mercies, and not to look for, or even, if

poiliblCidefirewhathc hath notpromifed totjeliow.

If I am not miftakcn, we fhall find it ofmpmenc,

upon this fubjecfl, toobferve, both what he hath no^
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and what he hath certainly promifed. He has no

where promifed that his own people fhali be the

richelt or the greateft on earth; but he hath cer->

tainly promifed to blefs their provifion, and afTur-

ed them that a little that a juft man hath, fhall be

better than the riches of many \vicked. He has

not promifed that they fnali be free from fuffer-

ing ; but he hath certainly promifed to fupport

them by his own prefence under their diftreis.

Ifa. xliii, 2. When thou pajfeft thmigh the waters, I
will be with thee; and through the riveh, they fJ.mll

not overflovj thee s when thou zvalkefi through the fire

ihoujhalt ndt'behurnt ^ neither Jhall the flame kindle

upon thee'. The truth is, he hath promifed that all

things jhall work together for their good. In one

wordi they have indeed ali mercies promifed, on-

ly they theinfeives are not in a condition, at pre-

lent, to judge what they may ufe with \^2i^Qt)\ and

what not* As the heir of an opulent eftate, though

he is proprietor ofAll, yet is laid under reftrainc

while in infancy arid nonage, becaufe he would

foon ruin himfelf if it were com.mirted to his owri

managem.ent; fo the believer, though an heir of

God, and joint heir with Chrill, yet till he is rp.eec

for the inheritance, he muft be at his Maker's aiid

Redeemer's difpofal. Take in, therefore, only this

limitation, and then fee his extenflve charterc

I Cor, iiio 21.-—For all things are yours ^ whether

Pauly or Apollos^ or Cephas, or the world, or life, or

death, or things prefent, or things to come; all areyours^

andye areCbrijVs .• and Chrift is God's, What then h
Vol. hi, E ?.
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the.duty of a child of God? It is to breathe after

more and more fubmifTion to the divine will, and

to annex this refervation to every petition of a

temporal nature, neverthelefs, not my will but

thine be done. And oh ! my brethren, how hap-

py the pcrfon who hath fecn the weaknefs of hu-

man judgment; who waits the intimation of God's

will, before he will fuffer lias defires to faften with

eagernefs on any earthly comfort, and who endea-

vors to keep himfelf free from perplexity, by an

humble and fabmilTive reliance on the all-fuffici-

ency ot God!

I obferved in entering on this part of the fub-

ject, that fpiritual confolation, or fenfible joy in

God, is to be confidered as a promife of the fame

clafs, which muft, therefore, be alked with fub-

miflion, and is difpenfed according to the good

pleafure of a gracious but fovereign God. I am
fenfible, as has been formerly obferved, with an-

other view, that fome degree of comfort neceffa-

rily follows from a believer's relation to God, but

many pious perlons feem to defire and to expccft

fenfible comfort in a higher meafure than God {^cs

it meet to give them, or, than is proper for them

in the prefent ilate. It is with fpintual profpcrity

as with temporal, every one cannot bear it. There-

fore, it is our duty ftill to be fenfible that we have

much.morc comiort and peace than we defervc,

and as we defire and ftnve for greater degrees of

it, to accompany thefe defires with much humility

and rcfi^nation to the will of God.



W I T HE R S P O d N. 227

I proceed now to the lad thing propofed, which

was to make a prad:ical application of this fubjed:

for your inftrudtion and diredion.

I. From what has been faid, you may fee what

^dgment you ought to form of inward fuggefti-

ons, and ftrong or particular rmpreffions upon

your minds. There are fome extremely prone to

interpret a text of fcripture, fuddenly fuggefled to

their minds, or any ftrong impreilion made on

them, as an immediate meflage from God, to be

dire(5lly applied to themfelves : Others, in oppo-

lition to this, as enthufiaftical and viiionary, feem

> to give up every expectation of being able to fay

with the Pfalmifl, / blejs the Lord who hatb given

me coiinfely my reins alfoinJiruB me in the nightJeafon,

I beg, therefore, that you may obferve, that the

fuggellion of a paflage of fcripture, of itfelf gives

BO title to the immediate application of it, becaufe

the great deceiver may undoubtedly fuggefl fcrip-

ture, as we find he could reafon from it in our

Saviour's temptation. We are, in every fuch cafe,

to confider the tenor of it, if it be a promife or

encouragement, that is, how and in what manner

it may befafely applied. If any thing happens to

be fuggefted that exprefsly fuits our prefent con-

dition, either by fetting home the obligation of

duty, with particular evidence upon the con-

fcience, or pointing out the grounds of comfort,

it ought to be thankfully acknowledged as from

the fpirit of God. For example, if a perfon, ua=
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der the power of a fpirit of bondage, and fear of

divine wrath, hath fuggefted to him any of the ex-

tenfive gracious aflurances of mercy to the chief

of Tinners, it is his duty to lay hold of it. It is di-

redtly fuited to his condition, and would be the

xtry thing that a wife and judicious paftor would

recommend to him for his relief. He may there-

fore, without hefttation, blefs God for it, if it is

brought with power and efRcacy upon his heart.

In the fame manner, if a perfon under trouble

hath fuggefted to him any of the promifes of fup-

port under it, furely he ought, in the difcharge of

his duty, firmly to rely on the accomplifhment of

that part of the word of God. But in the reflex

examination of a perfon's characler or ftate, to ap-

ply the fudden fuggeftion of a promife or privi-

lege, perhaps of a conditional nature, is certain-

ly both finful and dangerous. Sinful, becaufe.

without warrant; and dangerous, becaufe leading

to delufiono

2. From what hath been faid, you may fee what

it is that we ought to feek for, with the greateft

earneflnefs^and may hope to obtain, with the great-

efl: confidence. Recoiled:, I befeech you, the or-

der in which I have mentioned the promifes of

God as the ohjecls of trufl and reliance. Finl of

all the promifes of falvation, deliverance from the

guilt of lin, and a right to everlafting life; next

whatever is necelTary to the prefervation and im-

provement of the fpiritual life; and then in the
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third place, proper accommodation, and fuitable

provifion in our pafTage through the prefent world.

They are here ranked according to their value in

themfelves, and the value which we fhould put

upon them. Let us, therefore, take care that we
never violate this order, which is necelTary, not

only becaufe of their comparative value, but be-

caufe of their mutual influence one upon another.

It is in vain for us to expedl to attain to the habit

or pracfrice of holinefs, till we are united to God
by faith in Jefus Chrlft. All the promifes of the

gofpel are ratified in him. AH the divine fulnefs

is treadired up in him. Every divine gift is dif-

penfed by him. Therefore, he fays, John xv. 4.

Abide in fne^ and I in you. As the branch cannot bear

fruit of itjelfy except it abide in the vine ; no more can

je, except ye abide in me. And the apoflle Paul,

Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chrifi ; neverthelefs

Hive i yet not /, but Chrift liveth in me; and the life

which Inow live in the fleflj^ I live by thefaith of the

Son of God, who loved 7r;e^ and gave himfelffor me.

In the fame manner nothing can be morepre-

pofterous, than to fix our affediions upon tempo-

ral mercies, or our attention upon the promifes

that relate to them, fo as to lofe view of our inte-

reft in God's favor, and the progrefs of our fandti-

fication. All the temporal promifes in fcripture

are made to the children of God as fuch, and for

carrying on the purpofes of his grace in them.—

-

Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need
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of thefe things. There is no promife in the whole-

volume of infpiration to the wicked and impeni-

tent, nere is no peace
^faith my Gody to the wicked.

He will either rebuke them in his wrath and chaf-

ten them in his hot difpleafure, or give them up

to acurfed, hardening, ftupifying profperity, than

which, no flate oh earth is more to be dreaded.

—

Chriftianl never fufFer an anxiety about your out-

ward ftate to fupplant or go before, or even to be

feparated from a concern, that you may not be found

w^anting when weighed in the balance of the fane-

tuary.

3. Let me befeech you to adore the wifdom,juf-

tice and mercy of God, in the order he hath efta-

blifned, according to the different nature of the

promifes. That which is of mofl, nay, properly

fpeaking, of unfpeakable value, and radically con-

tains all the refV, is placed firft in order, and offer-

ed in the mod free and gracious manner, without

money and without price. Salvation is preached

to the chief of iinners, and a Saviour held forth as

able to fave to the uttermoft all that come to God
by him. Many ufes might be made of this, but

the fingle ufe 1 intend to make of it, at prefent, as

conncdlcd with the duty of truff, is to filence the

complaints of envy and impatience. How prone

arc many to look with an evil eye upon the more

extenfive pollcffions, and greater apparent outward

comfort which others enjoy? Does it not afloniCh

you to think how much unbelief and ingratitude
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there is in thofe repining thoughts? Meannefs of

rank, and poverty of (late, are no hinderance at all

to an intereft in Chrift, and a right to everlafting

life. Nay, the gofpel is preached to the poor.

—

Many a Lazarus has been carried by the angels to

Abraham's bofom, while the rich and luxurious

have lifted up their eyes in torments. Will you,

can you, dare you then complain? Will you envy

the man of the world, his ftately palace—his ele-

gant furniture, and his fumptuous fare? What is

the ampleft portion in the prefent life compared

with the fure mercies of David? What child of

God would exchange with any wicked man a prl-

fon for a palace, or a fcaifold for a throne ?

I befeech you to add to all this, that, even with re-

gard to prefent peace or comfort, there is no compa-

rifon between a good man and abad. Aman s life doth

not confift in the abundance of the things which he poj^

fejfes. This is a truth not only, often repeated in the

facred oracles, but written in the cleareft and mod
legible characters in the hiftory of Providence.

—

Nay, even independently ofvirtue or religion itfclf,

every human calamity, whether ariling from fick-

riefs, reproach, contention, fear, or ungratified de-

iire, rages with greater violence in the higher, than

in the lower ftations of life. A vain and conceit-

ed monarch once fent to alk at an heathen oracle,

who was the happieil man on earth? and met with

a deferved difappointment in the reply. If wc
iliould put a queftion much more profitable as v/eli
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as Pxiuch more eafily refolved, in what rank of fife

the mod exquifite human mifery has been found ?

I have no doubt bur it ought to be anfivered upon

a throne. Experience will always ratify the wife

man's obfervaticn : Belter is a dinner ofherbs where

love iSi than a flailed ox and hatred therewith, A
Irinctihed lot is an incrtimable treafure. The bief-

fing of God on a cruife of oil, and a pot of meal, is

better than inexhauftible mines of gold and fllver.

What caufe of contentment and patience to the

child of God!

In the lad place, you may learn, from what has

been faid on the fubjecl, what is the plained, the

fhorteft, and, indeed, the only fure way to deliver-

ance from diftrefs or calamity of whatever kind-

It is to fly to the mercy of God through the blood

of Chrift, to renew the exercifes of faith, in him,

and, in proportion as it pleafes God, to fill you with

all joy, and peace in believing; you will perceive e«

very other covenant-blelling flow clear and unmix-

ed from this inexhaufled fource. It will lead to

repentance, humiliation and fubmiflion. The fane*

tified ufe of the afflidtion will be obtained, and

this brings deliverance of itfelf; for no rod will be

continued longer, than it hath anfwered its end.

At any rate, when fufFering is neceffary, grace, to

fuffer v/ith patience, fhall not be withheld. Would

you have any more, and is not this remedy always

at hand ? Gari the poorell man fay it is not within

the reach of his purfe? It is, at once, efledlual and
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univerfal. It was once faid in contempt of a wor-

thy and pious minifter, that he made fo much of

the blood of Chriil, that he would apply it even to

a broken bone. But bating what may be thought

indecent in the expreflion, chofen on purpofe to

bring a good man into ridicule, the thing itfelf, I

make bold to affirm, is a great and a precious

truth. Faith in the blood of Chrid makes a man
fuperior to all fufferings. It foftens their afpedS

—it abates their feverity—nay, it changes their na-

ture. When a man is under diflrefs or calamity

of arty kindi and confiders it only in itfelfi and in-

dependently of his relation to God, it retains itsi

old nature, and tailes with all the bitternefs of the

original curfe; but when it is confidered as li-

mited in its nature-^its meafure, and its continu-

ance by a kind Saviour, the believer fubmits to it

with patience, as a part of his Creator's wilU beai-s

it with patience in his Redeemer's flrength, and

fometimes is enabled to embrace it with pleafure^

as ferving to carry him to his Father's prefencco

Is this going too far? No, my dear brethren ; there

are great realities to which the word of God, and

the experience of his faints, bear linited evidence.

Many here prefent, I doubt not, have been v/it-

ncfs of this truth, in the carnage of their relations

now with God ; and not a few, I trud, will repeat

the teftimony to fucceedmg ages. I conclude all

with that animated pafTage of the apoHle Paul.

—

2 Cor. iv. 16, 17. For which cauje we faint Jtot ; hut

though our outward man ferijb^ yet the inward raan is

Vol. III. F z
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renewed day hy day* For our light affii&ion^ ivhicb

is out for a momenty workethfor us afar more esceed-*

ing and eternal weight ofglory.

^ -*- r^




