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SERMON XXXVIIL

On the purity of the HEART.

B y

yOHN PFITHERSPOON, D. D. L. L. D.

Col. N. C. P.

Proverbs xxx. 7,8,9'

Tzvo things have I required of thee, deny me them not

before 1 die i removefarfrom me vanity and lies -

give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me with

food convenientfor me, left I be full and deny thee^

andfayy zvho is the Lordf or left I be poor andfteal^

and take the name of my God in vain,—

My Brethren,

OUR dependent condition as creatures, and

much more our dangerous condition as Tin-

ners, expofed to daily temptation, renders prayer

a duty of the mod abfolute rieceflicy. You muft

all be fenfible, how frequent and prelTing the ex-

hortations to it are in the holy fcnptures. Arid,

indeed, there cannot be a better evidence of a

right temper of mind, than an habitual difpofition

to the exercife of this duty.

Vol. II. Uu
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But as prayer is a nccelTary duty, we ought t0

give the greater attention to the manner in which

it is performed. We ought to aflc only for fuch

things as are truly fafe and ufeful. We ought al-

fo to offer up our prayers with importunity, or

referve, according to the nature and comparative

importance of thofe bleflings we defire to obtain.

All our wants are perfectly known to God ; he is

alfo the bcfljudgeof v/hat is fit for us, and there-

fore, our petitions fhould be well weighed, and

expreffed in fuch terms, as, at the fame time that

they intimate our defires, leave much to himfelf,

as to the meafure and manner offatisfying them.

We have an excellent example of this pious and

prudent condud, in the prayer of the prophet

Agur, juft read in your hearing. All his requcfts

are fummcd up in two general heads. Thefe he

feems to iniili upon, as abfolutcly nccelTary to afk,

with that humble, holy confidence which is found-

ed on the divine promife, that if we aflc any thing

agreeable to his will, he heareth us. He feems

alfo to afk them, as what would fully fatisfy him,

and be fulBcicnt for the comfort of the prefcnt

life, and the happinefs of the life to come. Tzco

things, fays he, have I required of ihce^ deny me

ihem mi before, or, as it ought rather to be tranf-

la:cd, imiil I die,

Thefe two requeffs are conceived in the follow-

ing terms. Removefarfrom me vanity and lies
^
give

me TieiIherpoverty nor riches. The firfl^ viz. remove
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farfrom me vanity and lies, evidently relates to the

temper of his mind, and the ftate of his foul. The

fecond, viz. give me neither poverty nor riches; x^-^

iates to his outward condition or circumftances in

the prefent life. There are two things in the

general ftrudure of this comprehenfive prayer,

that merit your particular attention. Firft, The^

order of his requeft ; beginning with \vhat is of

moft importance, the temper of his mind, and

his hope towards God ; and then adding, as but

deferving the fecond place, what related to his

prefent accommodation.

Secondly, The connection of his requefts. The

choice he makes as to his temporal condition, is

in immediate and diredl fubferviency to his fanc-

tification. This is plain from the arguments with

which he prelTes, or the reafons which he afTigns

for his fecond petition. Give me neither poverty

nor riches, left I befull and deny thee, and fay, who

is the LordF or left I be poor and fteal, and take the

name of my God in vain^

My brethren, I am perfuaded that this fubjecl

can hardly be, at any time, unfeafonablc to a

Chriftian affembly, as our mifplaced, exceffive,

and unreafonable defires are the greateft enemies

to our progrefs in holincfs, as well as to our com-

fort and peace. Perhaps, however, there are fome

circumdances that render it peculiarly proper for

this auditory. Young perfons are very apt to

cherifli valt and boundiefs defircs as to outward
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things ; and having not yet experienced the de^.

ceitfuinefs of the world,areapt to entertain excelT-

ive*and extravagant hopes. The truth is, rich and
poor, young and old, may here receive a leffon of
the utmod moment.

Let me therefore intreat your attention, while I

endeavor to open and improve this palTage of the

holy fcrlptures ; beginning, at this time, with the

iirfl: requeft

—

RemovefarJrom vie vanity and lies.

In difcourfing on which, I will endeavor,

I. To explain the import of it, or ihew at what

it chiefly pomts, and to what it may be fuppofed

to extend.

II. Apply the fubjed for your inflruclion and
diredioji,

I. I am to explain the import of the prophet's

prayer, or fhew at what it chiefly points, and to

what it may be fuppofed to extend, in the peti-

tion, Remove farfrom me vanity and lies. The word
Viinity^ efpecially when it is joined, as it is fre-

quently in fcripture, with lying, or lies, is of a very-

large and comprehenfive fignification. The word
m the original, tranflated vanity, properly fignifics

iightnrfs or evipti^ufs ; and //>/ fignify falfehood, in

oppolition to truth,

I imagine we lliall have a clear conception,

both of the meaning and force of this phrafe, if we
make the following remark ; God himfelf is the



W I T H E R S P O O N. 347

great fountain of life and exiflence ; the great I

AM^ as he emphatically flyles himfelf to Mofes

;

the original ^nd the only reality^ if I may fo fpe^k.

All other beings have only a dependent and pre-

carious exigence ; fo that the creation itfelf, tho*

his own work, compared to him, is vanity. Van-^

ity ofvanities^ faith the preacher^ vanity of vanities^

all is vanity. Therefore, in a particular manner,

the word is often ufed to denote the folly of ail i-

dolatrous worfhip; or the giving the refpedl and

honor to any thing elfe, which is due to God alone.

ney have moved me to jealoufy with that which is not

God, they have provoked me to anger with their vani^

ties. Are there any among the vanities ofthe Gentiles^

that can caufe rain ; or can the heavens givefhowers^

art thou not he, Lord our God r*

Sometimes it is ufed to denote the folly, or un-^

profitablenefs o^ 2iV\y vice, and particularly of an ill-

founded conceit of ourfelves, as well as of all fraud

and diflimulation, in word or action. So that this

prayer for our fouls, Ihort as it appears to be,

when confidered in its full extent, will be found

to contain a great variety of important matter.

—

This I fhall endeavor fo give you a brief account

of, under the following particulars.

I . We are hereby taught to pray, that we may
be preferved by divine grace, from all falfe and

erroneous principles in religion ; fo as we may
neither be deceived by them ourfelves, nor any

way inftrumental in deceiving others. This, by
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what has been faid of the ufe of the words in fcrip-

ture, appears to be implied in the requefl, and it

is ofmore moment than fome are willinp- to allow.

The underftanding being the leading faculty, an

error there, fpreads its unhappy influence through

the whole temper and life. Whereas, on the con^

trary, light in the mind, produces fidelity and fe-

curity m the confcience, and tendernefs in th^

convcrfation. You may obferve, that through the

whole hiftory of the old teflamcnt, idolatry, or cV

departure from the knowledge and worihip of the

true God, iz the leading fin, and the fruitful fource

of every other vicious pradlice. We fometimes,

indeed, fcem to ftand afloniflied at the excelTivc

pronenefs of the ancient Jews to this fm. But we
need only a little refleclion to difcover, that an e-.

vil heart of unbelief continues the fame at bot-.

torn, and daily produces the like dangerous effedls.

How prone have men been in all ages, to depart

from the fimplicity of the truth I In how many
differcnr fliapes have they perverted it ! One age,

or one country, has been polluted by one error ;

and another by an oppofite ; impelled by the un-

liable and irregular fancies of men of corrupt

minds. In the laft age, the great theme of the

carnal reafoner was, to attempt to expofe the

fcripture-dodrine of God's certain knowledge,

and precife ordination of all events ; and in this,

fate and ncceflity, have become the fjrong hold of

infidelity, and are embraced, or feem to be embra-

ced, by every enemy of true religion without ex-»
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ception. Error, fliifting its ground, indeed, is but

natural; for lying vanities are innumerable; but

the true God is the fame ycjierday, to day, andfor

ever.

At this very time, how aboundii^g and prevalent

is infidelity, calling in queflion the moft import-

ant and fundamental principles, both of natural and

revealed religion! And how properly is this de-

fcribed, by the expreffion in the text, vanity and

lies ; for it always takes its rife from the pride and

vanity of the human heart? Sometimes a pride of

underftanding, which afpires to pafs judgment on

things far above its reach, and condemn things long

before they are examined and underftood : Some-

times, alfo, from a pride of heart, or felf-fufficiency,

that is unable to endure the humbling and morti-

fying view, given us in fcripture, of our chaiader

and ftate. Oh how readily do men turn afide from the

truth! With what greedinefs do they drink m the

flattering but deftruclive poifon! Need I point

out to you the fatal effedls of fuch principles tak-

ing place? It loofens the obligations to obedience,

takes off the edge of the reproofs of confciencc,

and thus removing refrraints, leaves men, in the

cmphatical language of the holy fcripture, io walk

in the ways of their ozvn hearts, and in thef.ght oftheir

ozvn eyes.

But in this requeft, removefarfrom me vanity and

lies, I would not have you confine your views to

tKe moit grofs infidelity and avowed oppofition IQ
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God. Pray alfo, that you may be preferved from

error, or miftake of any kind; but efpecially fuch

as have the greateil influence on the fubftance of

religion.

A clear apprehenfion of the holy nature, and

righteous government of God—the infinite evil of

lin—the foundation of our peace in the blood of

the atonement—and the renewing of our natures

by the Holy Ghoft, feem to me abfolutely necef-

fary to true and undefiled religion. And they are

the truths, which particularly fervc to exalt the

creator, and lay the creature in the dufl. When,

therefore, we confider how grateful to corrupt na-

ture every thing is, that tends to fofter pride—to

create fecurity, and fet the mind at eafe, in the in--

dulgencc of fin; we mufl be fenfible of hov/ great

importance it is, to pray for divine direction, and

divine prefervation. Nothing is more dangerous

to men than confidence and prefumption—no-

thing more ufeful, in faith and and practice, than

humility and felf-denial.

2. This prayer implies, a defire that w^c may be

preferved from fetting our affedlions on fuch ob-

jects, as arc but vain and unfatisfying, and will, in

the end, difappoint our expedation. I take this

to be not only a part, but a very imporu:nt part of

the prophet's meaning. The world is the great

fource of temptation; the powerful and unhappy

influence of which we may daily fee; or rather, all

of us daily and fenfibly feel. What is it poffefTes
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the fancy, mifleads the judgment, inflames the af-

fedions, confumes the time, and ruins the foul,

but thefe prefent enjoyments, of which the wifeft

ofmen, after a full trial of them, hath left us their

character vanity ofvanities

»

I am fenfible that I have now entered upon a

fubjedl, which is far from being difficult to enlarge

upon, and yet, perhaps, very difficult to treat with

propriety, or in fuch a manner, as to have the in-

tended effedl. There is nothing more eafy than,

in a bold declamatory way, to draw pictures of

the vanity of human life. It hath been done by

thoufands, when, after all their broken fchemes, and

difappointed views, they have juft fuffered fhip-

wreck upon the coaft of the enchanted land of

hope. But from fuch men we may expedl to hear

the language of defpair, rather than of experience;

and as it is too late for the inftrudion of the fuf-

ferers^ fo it very rarely has any effisd: in warning

Others to avoid the danger. What I would, there-

fore, willingly attempt, is, to confider this matter

in a fober fcriptural light; if fo be, that it may
pleafe God to carry convidlion to our hearts, and

make it truly ufeful, both to fpeaker and hearers.

Let me, therefore, my brethren, point out to

you, precifely, wherein the vanity of the v/orld

lieth. The world, in itfelf, is the workmanfliip of

God, and every thing that is done in it, is by the

ordination, or permiffion of God. As fuch, it is

good, and may be ufed in fubferviency to his \iorx^

Vol. II. Xx
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or, and our own peace. But through the corrup-

tion of our nature, the creature becomes the rival

and competitor of the creator for our hearts.-—

When we place our fupreme happincfs upon it,

inftead of making it a mean of leading us to God,

then its inherent vanity immediately appears.

—

When men allow themfelves in the indulgence of

vicious pleafurcs, how juftly may they be called

-canity and lies? They are fmiling and inviting to

appearance, but how dreadful and dcflrudive in

th ei r effeds ? Whoredom and winCy and new wine tak^

etb away the heart. Thofe who refufe to be con-

fined by the laws ofpiety and fobriety, vainly think

they are walking at liberty, when they are bring-

ing themfelves into fubjedion to the fevcreft and

mofi: inflexible of all mafters. Read the jull

and ftriking defcription, by Solomon, of the ef-

feds of whoredom; and refled on the innumera-

ble calamities brought, in every age, on perfons

and families by unbridled lufl. Sec alfo the ef-

fecis of intemperance and excefs

—

IVine is a mock^

er, Jirong drink is raging^ and wbojoever is deceived

thereby is not wife. And again ; the drunkard and

glut tonJhall come to poverty. Look not upon the wine

when it is red, when it giveth its colour in the cup^

when it moveth itfelf aright ; at laji, it biteth like a

ferpent, andfiingeth like an adder.

Think on the unhappy confcqucnccs, ofdifhon-

cfty. and fraud. Bread of deceit is fiveet to a man,

hut afterwards his mouthfiall befdledwiih gravel,-—
-^
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You may alfo fee, in innumerable paiTages of

fcripture, that oppreflion of others, as it is a fin of

thedeepefl: dye, fo it is often remarkably overtaken,

and punifhed in the courfe of Providence, even in

the prefent life. Envy thou not the opprejJo)\ and

choofe none of his 'vcays ; for thefrozvard is abomination

I0 the Lord, hut hisjecret is zviih the righteous, ne
curje of the Lord is in the houfe of the wicked^ hut he

Ueffeth the hahitation ofthejujl.

But there is fomethingmore in this requeH-jthan

being prefervcd from practices diredly vicious;

for the fetting of our hearts upon worldly things,

and making them our chiefportion and delight, is

certainly feeking after vanity and lies. They are far

from affording that happinefs and peace, which we

demand of them, and expert from them. A little

that a righteous man hath, is hetter than the riches of

many zvicked. Can there be any thing more com-

fortable to experience, than that ftrong expreflion

—Thou preparef a tahlefor me in theprefence of mine

enemiesy thou anointeft my bead zvith oily my cup run^

neth over. You may elfe find in the word of God,

many w^arnings of the folly of thofe, who travel

in the path of ambition, and put their trufi: in man.

Surely men of lozv degree are vanity, and men ofhigh

degree are a lie. Put not your truft in princeSy iior in

thefon of many in vjhom there is no help, Happy is hCy

that hath the God of Jacob for his helpy zvbofe hope is

in the Lord his God, But the moft comprehenfive

remark of all, upon this fubjec% is, that humau
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life itfelf is fo exceedingly precarious, that it mufk

write vanity and empinefs on every thing, the pol-

feflion and ufe of which is confined to the prefent

ftate. Behold thou haft 7nade my days as an hand-*

hreadth. What a ftriking picSture does our Lord

draw of the vanity of human happinefs, in that pa-

rable of the ground ofthe rich man, which brought

forth plentifully ? And be thought within himjelf^ Jay^

ing, whatJhall 1 do, becaufe I have no roofn where t^

heftow myfruits^—And while this man is fedulouf-

ly employed in making provifion for a long and

happy life, God/aid unto him, thoufool, this nightJhall

thyfoul he required of thee, then whofeffoall thofe things

be^ which thou haft providedf

The whole of the preceding reprefentation may
be fummed up in this excellent fentence of the

wife man : The wicked worketh a deceitful work; hut

to him thatfoweth righteouftyJhall he afure reward.

Now, my brethren, need I add, how prone wc
are to be led aftray, in a greater or lefs degree, by

fuch vanity and lies!'—I do not infift" upon the

many victims, which, in every age, have been {ten

to fall by the dellrudlive hand of vice. How many
have been ruined by lud, flam by intemperance,

or beggared by diflionefly ! But I intreat you par-

ticularly to obferve, that when we fet our affec-

tions mimoderately upon any earthly objecft or

enjoyment, or when they are not truly fandified;

how much they difappoint our expectation in pof^.
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feflion, and what fcenes of diftrefs we prepare for

ourfelves by their removal.

3. This requed, remove far from me vanity and

lies, implies, that God would gracioufly preferve

us from deceiving ourfelves, and thinking our cha-

rader better, and our Hate fafer than it really is.

When we take a view of the flate of the world,

and the condudl of thofe who have not yet call off

all belief of eternity, anda judgment to come, it

is impoflible to account for their fecurity, but by a

great degree of felf-deceit. We may fay of them

with the prophet Ifaiah. He feedeth of ajhes ; a de^

ceived heart hath turned him afide, that he cannot de-

liver his foul, norfay. Is there not a lie in my right

hand? And from the reprefentation given by our

Saviour, it is plain, that many Ihall continue in

their miftake, and only be undeceived at the laft

day. 'Not every one that faith unto me. Lord, Lord^

fhall enter into the kingdom ofheaven. How awful a

refledion this ! How dreadful a difappointment

to difcover our mifery, only when there is no more

hope of efcaping it! Is there not a poUibility of

this being the cafe with many of you, my breth-

ren; and do you not tremble at the thought? I

would not wifh any, in general, to give way to a

fpirit of bondage, or flavifh fear; but the belt of

the children of God have often difcovercd this

holy jealoufy of themfelves. Who can underftand

his errors f Cleanfe thou mefromfecret faults. Keep

hack thyfervant alfofrom prefumpiuous fins ^ let them

mt have dominion over me, thenjhall I be upright, and
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Jfljall he^ innocent from the great iranfgrejfton, And-
agaiii; Search me, God, and bwiv my heart i try

me, and know my thoughts; and fee if there be any

'wicked zvay in me, and lead me in the ivay everlafting.

This leads me naturally to add upon this fub-

jcdl, tliat we ought to pray for prefcrvation from

felf-dcceit, as to particular branches of our cha-

radlcr and condud, as well as our general ftate.

—

Many, even upon the whole good men, are occa-

iionally and infcnfibly brought, for a feafon, under

the direfcion of finful pafTions. They may be in-

dulging themfelves without fufpicion, in what is,

riOtwithftanding, really provoking to God, injuri-

ous or offenfive to others, and, in the ilFuc, hurtful

to their own peace. They may be making an en-

joyment a talent, a relation an idol, when they

think they are keeping within the bounds of duty.

They may be indulging a finful refentmcnt, when
they think they are promoting the glory of God,

Many an excufe for negledling commanded duty,

from prudence or difficulty, fatisfies ourfelves,

which will not ftand in the day of trial. What
reafon for the prophet's prayer in the fenfe juft now
afligncdj Removefarfrom me vanity and lies,

4. In the next place, this requefl: implies, ade-

fire to be preferved from pride and felf-conceit,

upon any fubjcdt. There is not any thing that af-

fords a ftronger evidence of our being unacquaint-

ed with ourfelvcs, and our ov^n Rate, than that pro-

pcnfiry to pride and vanity, v.hich is fo common
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to us all. It is thought by many, that pride was

the Cm of the angels, that caft them down to helL

It is plain, that pride was the main ingredient in

the firft fm of man. And perhaps it is a jull, and

proper defcription of all fin as fuch, that it is a de-

throning of God, and fetting up fcif to be loved,

honored and ferved in his room. This lin is by

no means confined to the worft of men, in whom
it hath an abfolute dominion; but retains and dif-

covers an unhappy influence in the very bed.

—

•Every thing may be the fuel of pride: our perfons,

our performances, our relations, our pofiellions;

nay, fo pliable, and at the fame time fo prepofter-

ous is this difpofition, that men are found fome-

times proud of their very vices and defeats. But

how ill do pride and vanity fuit fuch poor mortals

as we are, who feem born but to die?—Who, after

palling through a longer or fliorter feries ofweak-

nelTes, difappointmentsand troubles, mull, at lall,

be laid in the lilent grave, to moulder in the dull.

We are dependant creatures, who have nothing,

and can have nothing but what we receive from

the unmerited favor of God. We are unwife and

ignorant creatures, who know nothing to the bot^

tom, and therefore, are liable to continual miftakes

in our condud. Thofe among us, who have the

greateft comprehenfion of mind, and know molt;

as it fervcs to iliew the comparative ignorance of

the bulk ofmankind, fo it ferves to convmce them-
felves how little they do know, and how little they

can know after all, compared with what is to them
unfearchable.
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But above all, we are finful creatures, who have

rendered ourfelves, by our guilt, the jufl: objects of

divine difpleafure. Is there any who dares to

plead exemption from this chara(fler? And do
pride and vanitybecome thofe,to whom they mani-

feflly belong? Can any thing be more foolifh, than

indulging fuch difpofitions? There is a very jufl

expreflion of one of the apocryphal writers : Pride

was not made for man^ nor a high lookfor him that is

horn ofa woman. Indeed they are fo evidently un-

fuitable to our ftate and circumflances, that one

would think, we fhould need no higher principle

than our own reafon and obfervation to keep us

free from them. We do, however, need the moft

earnedand affiduous addrelTes to the throne ofgrace^

to have all pride and vanity removed from us.

—

How hateful is pride to God 1 We are told, he re^

fifteth the proud. On the contrary, no difpofition

is more amiable in his iight, than humility. He
giveth grace ts the humble. And again : ^o this man

will I looky even to him that is poor and of a contrite

Spirit^ and trembleth at my word. For thusfaith the

high and lofty OnCy that inhahiteth eternity, whofe name

is holy : I dwell in the high and holy place, with him

nlfo, that is of a contrite and humble fpirit ; to revive

thefpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the

contrite ones.

It muft, therefore, be the duty, and intereft of

every good man, not only to refift pride and va-'

nity, but to make it a part of his daily fupplica-

tion to God, that he may effectually be deiivere<l

from both.
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5. In the laft place: This requeft implies a

defire to be delivered from fraud and diffimula-

tion of every kind. It is one of the glorious at-

tributes of God, that he is a God of truth, who

will not, and who cannot lie. He alfo requires of

all his fervants, and is delighted with truth in the

inward parts. But there feems to be fome diffi-

culty in this part of the fubjed, more than in the

others. Some will fay, why pray to be delivered

from fraud and diffimulation ? This might be an

exhortation to the iinner, but cannot be the pray-

er of the penitent. Ifthey are iincere in their pray-

er, it feems impoffible there can be any danger of

fraud. Fraud implies deliberation anddeiign;

and though it may be concealed from others upon

w^hom it is exercifed, it can never be concealed

from the perfon in whom it dwells, and by whom
it is contrived. This is the very language of fome

reafoners, who infer from it, that though there are

many other fins to which a man may be liable

without knowing it, yet this can never be the cafe

with diffimulation.

But, my brethren, if we confider how^ apt men
are, upon a fuddcn temptation of fear or fhame, or

the profped of fome advantage to themfeivcs, to

depart from foid veracity, and even to juftify to

their own m.inds, fome kinds and degrees of de-

ceptions, we ffiall fee the abfolute neceffity ofma-

king this a part of our prayer to God. Nay, per-

haps I may go further and fay, that wx are as rea-

Vol. IL Y y
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dy to deceive ourfelves in this point as in any

other.

Upon this important fubjed, there is one con-

fideration to which I carneftly intreat your atten-

tion. Thorough Imcerity, limplicity and truth,

upon every fubjeclj have, in the world, fo much

the appearance of weaknefs ; and on the contrary,

being able to manage and over-reach others, has

fo much the appearance of fupcrior wifdom, that

men are very liable to temptation from this quar-

ter. It is to be lamented that our language itfelf,

if i may fo fpeak, has received a criminal taint

;

for in common difcourfe the expreflicn, a plain

ivelLmeaning man is always apprehended to imply,

together with lincerity, fome degree of weaknels

;

although, indeed, it is a character of all others the

nioft noble. In recommendation of this charadcr

let me obferve, that in this, as in all tho. particu-

lars mentioned above, the zvicked workeib a deceit^

fill work ; hut he that zvalketb uprigljtly zvalkethfure^

ly, Suppofing a man to have the prudence and

difcretion not to fpeak without neceiuty ; I aiTirm

t;hcre is no end which a good man ought to aim at,

which may>not be more certainly, fafely, and fpee-

dily obtained by the flrideft and mofl: inviolable

fmcerity, than hy any adts of difRmulation what-

ever.

But after all, what fignify any ends of prefent

convcniency, which diirimulation may pretend

to aafw cr, compared to the favor of Godj^ which
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is forfeited by it ? Hear what the Pfalmift fays.

Whofrjall abide in thy iahemacle, zvbo Jhall dwell in

thy holy hill f He that walketh uprightly and zmrketh

righteoufnefs, andfpeaketh the truth in his heart.—

»

Let us, therefore, add this to the other views ofthe

prophet's comprehenfive prayer

—

Removefarfrom

me vanity and lies.

For the improvement of this part of the fub-

jedt, obferve,

T. You may learn from it how to attain, not

only a juftnefs and propriety, but areadineis and

fullnefs in the duty of prayer.

Nothing is a greater hindrance, either to the

fervency of our afFedlions, or the force of our ex-

preflions in prayer, than when the objed: ofour de-

fires is confufed and general. But when we per-

ceive clearly what it is that is needful to us, and

how much we do need it, this gives us, indeed, the

Jpirit offupplication. Perhaps it is more neceffary

to attend to this circumftance, in w^hat we afk for

our fouls than for our bodies. When we want any

thing that relates to prefent conveniency, it is

clearly underflood, becaufe it is fenfibly felt.

—

There is no difficulty in crying for deliverance

from poverty, licknefs, reproach, or any other

earthly fuffering ; nay, the difficulty here is not in

exciting our deiires, but in moderating them; not

in producing fervor, but in promoting fubmiffion:

BuJt in what relates to our fouls, becaufe many or

moil temptations are agreeable to the fleili^we fore-
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fee danger lefs perfedly, and even feel it lefs fen-

libly ; therefore, a clofe and deliberate attention to

cur fituation and trials, as opened in the preceding

difcourfe, is of the utmoft moment, both to carry

us to the throne ofgracey and to dire5i ourjpirit when
ive are there.

2. What hath been faid will ferve to excite us

to habitual watchfulnefs, and to diredl our daily

converfation. The fame things that are the fub-

jc^fls of prayer, are alfo the objeds of diligence.

—

Prayer and diligence are joined by our Saviour,

and ought never to be feparated by his people.

—

Prayer without watchfulnefs is not iincere, and
watchfulnefs without prayer will not be fuccefsfuL

The fame views of fin and duty—of the flrength

and frequency of temptation, and the weaknefs of

the tempted lead equally to both. Let me befeech

you then, to walk circumfpe^lly, not as fools, but

as wife. Maintain an habitual diffidence ofyour-

felves—Attend to the various dangers to which

you are expofed. Watchfuhiefs of itfelf will fave

you from many temptations, and will give you an

inward warrant, and humble confidence, to afk of

God fupport under, and deliverance from fuch as

it is impolTibIc to avoid.

3. Intheia{lplace,fincecvery thingcomprehend-
ed in the petition in the text, is viewed in the light

of falfehood and decci t, fuffer me, in the mod carneft

manner, to recommend to my hearers, and parti-

cularly to all the young perfons under my carc>
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dn invariahle adherence to truth, and the inofiundif-^

guifed fimpliciiy andfmcerity in the zvhole oftheir con^

verfation and carriage. I do not know where to be-

gin or end in fpeaking of the excellency and beau-

ty of ftncerity, or the bafenefs of falfehood. Sin-

cerity is amiable^ honorable and profitable. It is

the mofl: Iliiningpartof a commendable character,

and the mofl winning apology for any mifcarriage

or unadvifed action. There is fcarcely any action

in itfelf fo bad, as what is imolied in the hardened

front of hirri who covers the truth with a lie: Ile-

fides, it is always a iign of long practice in wick-

cdnefs. Any man may be feduced or furprifed

into a fault, but none but the habitual villain can

deny it with fleady calmnefs and obltihacy. la

this refpe(fl, we unhappily find fome who are young

offenders but old linners.

It is not in religion only, but even among
worldly men, that lying is counted the utmoft

pitch of bafenefs ; and to be called a liar the mojf

infiipportable reproach. No wonder, indeed, for it is

the very elTence of cowardice to dare to do a thing

which you have not courage to avow. The very

worll of iinners are feniible of it themfelves, for

they deeply refent the imputation of it; and, if I

do not miilake, have never yet arrived at theNab-

furdity of defending it. There is fcarcely any o-

ther crime, but fome are profligate enough to boaffc

of it; but I do not remember ever to have heard

of any who made his boafl, thai he was a liar. To
crown all, lying is the moil wretched folly. Juftly
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docs Solomon fay ; A lying tongue is butfor a momenta

It is eafily difcovered. Truth is a firm confiflent

thing, every part of which agrees with, and flrong-

Ij fupports another. But lies are not only repug-

nant to truth, but repugnant to each other; and

commonly the means, like a treacherous thief, of

the detedion of the whole. Let me, therefore,

once more recommend to every one of you, the

noble character of fmcerity.—Endeavor to eflalifh

your credit in this refped fo entirely, that t^tr^

word you fpeak may be beyond the imputation of

deceit; fo that enemies may, themfclves, be fenii-

ble, that though you fhould abufe them, you will

never deceive them.

'^'. -^r
-^




