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SERMON III.
V

An inducement to come to CHRIST.

B Y

JOHN WITHERSPOON.D.D.UL.D.
Col. N. C. P.

mf

Rev. iii. 17.

Becaufe thoufayeft Iam ricby and increajed with goods^

and have need of nothing ; and knoweft not that thou

art wretched, and mifcrable, and poor, and blind,

and naked,

HAVING in a former difcourfe, proved, and

illudrated this truth ; that all mankind are

by nature, in a (late of fm and mifery, under the

bondage of corruption^ and liable to the wrath of

God :—I proceed now to the fecond thing propof-

cd, which was to ihew ycu, that being brought to

a lively fenfe, and genuine conviction of this, is the

firft, and a necciTary flcp, to the faving knowledge

of God, in Chrift.

On this, I fhall not need to fpend much time, as

it is fo exceedingly plain, both in itfclf, and from

what hath been alre-idy laid— It is howcYer nccef-#
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fary to fet it clearly before you, in order to lay a

foundation^ for the improvement of the lubjedt.

If the dodrine of Chrift, and of him crucified,

proceeds upon the fuppbfltion of our finful, and

tnifcrable condition by nature ; then furely, it can

neither be valued, embraced, nor improved ; and

indeed, I think hardly underftood, by thofe, who
knov/ not this their natural ftate. What Chrift

hath done, and promifes to do in our behalf, is dc-

ligned as a remedy, for our diftrelTed condition;

and therefore, till the diftrefs is known, the reme-

dy will be fet at nought. If a phyfician iliould of-

fer his care and flcill, for the recovery of a man,

who eflecmed himfelf in perfed health, would h&
iK)t deride the propofal, fo long as he continued in

that opinion ? If any man (hould offer a charitable

fupply of clothes and food, to one, who imagined

himfelf immenfcly rich, and gloried in his riches;

Aiouid he not look upon it, as the groiren" inililt ?

Jiift fo is the Gofpel treated, by all fuch as fee

not their mifery. What is the fublVance of the

Gofpel ? ' To you O men, I call, and my voice is

to the Jons of men. Behold ! I preach to you

Chrift crucified, a Saviour, fliitcd to yournecelli-

ties, able to fave, to the utlermoft, all that come to

Grod through him. He is well fitted to be a me-
diator, between you, and your offended tnakcr.

He hath offered himfelf up, a facrifice to the juf-

ticeof God, for your fins, by the merit of which,

you may be laved from defcrved and impending
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ruin. He offers him(elf as a guide, to direct your

feet in the way of peace—*to ftahd by you in the

difficulties and dangers to which you are expofed,

and to give you by his communicated ftrength, a

complete vid:ory over all- your enemies.'

What reply doth the unconvinced (inner make,

to all this ? Why he faith, * I know nothing of this

mifery you fuppofe, wherefore then a Saviour? L
fee no (in, what neceflity then, for an atonement ?

I fear no wrath, therefore will feek for no Intercef-

for. My eyes are open, therefore I will have no

guide. I know of no enemies, and therefore, will

not enter into contention with a fliadow, or flee,

when no man purfueth.'

Thefe my brethren, are either diredlly, or im-

plicitly, the thoughts of men, in a fecure, and un-

convinced (late ; and while they are fo, they can

fee no form, nor comlinefs in the Saviour, nor any

beauty, that they fliould de(ire him.

It is otherwife with the broken in fpirit. He
fees his own vilenefs, and unv/orthinefs, and there-

fore cannot lift his eyes to God, but through the

atoning blood of Chrift. He fears the avenger of
^

blood, and therefore flees to the city of refuge—Tlie

me(rage of the Gofpel, is to him, indeed glad tid-

ings of great joy, and he counts it a faithful faying,

and worthy of all acceptation.

The ju(lice of this reprefentation, you may fee,

fcom what our Saviour himfelf fays, of the end ot
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his coming. 7hey that he whole, need not a phyjici^

an but they that are fick : But go ye and learn what

that meanethy I will have mercy and not Jacrifice ; for

lam not come to call the righteous, hut [inners to repen-^

tance.

See alfo the terms of his invitation. Come unto

me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 1 will

give you refi.

Appetite, and knowlege of neceflity, is firft re-

quired, or fuppofed, to the beftowing of Gofpel

blellings

—

Hoi everyone that thirfieth, come ye to

the waters.

I fhall only add, that we find by the inftances^

recorded in fcripture, of fuch as were converted

by the preaching of the Gofpel ; that their con-,

verfion, took its rife, from conviclion of fm

—

Now
when they heard this, they were pricked in their hearts,

and /aid unto Peter, and to the reft of the Apoftles^

men and brethren^ what fhall we do F See alfo the

jnlVancc of the jailor

—

Then he called for a light,

and fprang in, and came trembling, andfell dffzvn be^

fore Paul and Silas : Jlnd brought them out, and faid

firs, what muft I do to be faved /

Repentance unto life, and the return of the Tin-

ner to God, proceeds from the fame caufe, in eve-

ry age. Who are the perfons v»'ho believingly ap-

ply to Chrifl for the pardon of their fins, but thofc

wlio fee they are undone without him ? Who are

the perfons in whofc tyt& he is mofl precious, and



WITHERSPOON. 47

who maintain the mod habitual dependance upon

him ? Arc they not thofe who have been moft ef-

fedually humbled, and fee their own infufficicncy

for any thing that is good ?

From all this I conclude, that none can come to

Chriil by faith, but thofe who fee themfelves to be

zvretched^ and miferable, and blind and naked.

Let us now make fome improvement, of v/hat

hath been faid upon this fubjed, for your inftruc-

tion and diredion.

T. I would improve what has been faid on this

fubjed, for difcovering the danger of many among

us, who have never yet been brought to ajuii

fenfe of their character, and ftate. Even the ge-

neral belief, that fuch, often have in the fcriptures,

may Ihew them what they have to fear. I might

no doubt firft of all obferve, how WQty guilty and

miferable thofe are, who are moil notorious for

lins, of the groiTeftand mod; ihamefal kind. But

my fubjeCt leads me more directly to coniider,

who are in general, unrenewed, than to mark the

feveral degrees ofguilt in particular finners. Fron\

the text therefore, and the illuftration of it, I am
authorized to declare to you, and / hejecch yen to

hear it with application ; that all fuch as were never

brought to a real difcovcry, and inward fenfe, of

their miferable condition by nature, are It ill in a

Itate of wrath, and ftrangers to the power of Reli-

gion, whatever may be their profeffion, and vvhar-

ever may be their prefent peace. Oh ! how cafy
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is it, to lay afleep a natural confcience, and to keep
a deceitful corrupt heart, in a ftate of eafe and fe-

curity? Some formality in outward duty, fomc
moderation in fin, fo to fpeak, the natural decay,

and weaknefs of human paffions, or youthful lufts,

in a charader, formed by human prudence, and

regulated by health, credit or gain, is often made
to fupply the place, of a heart renewed by the fpi-

rit and grace of God. But confider, I befeech yoii,

that though fome may be ten fold more the children

of the Devil than others, yet all by nature, ai^:

the fervants of fin ; and except a man he born again,

he cannot fee the kingdcfn of God>—It is not only

fuch as gre profane, or unclean ; fuch as riot in

brutilh feniibility; fuch as arc the plagues of hu-

man fociety ; who live in braw Is and contention

;

but all, in whom an eflTential change, has never

been wrought, that are thus concluded under con-

demnation.

It is ufual for men to take encouragement,

from feeing others worfe than themfelves ; and to

confider ail the threatnings in fcripture, as levelled

againft the chief and capital offenders; but my
text is chiefly directed to fuch, as fay they are

ricby and increafed with goods. Can you fay then

my brethren, that you have been brought under

genuine convi<liions of fin ? Have you been oblig-

ed to fall down proftrate before God, when fitting

upon the throne of his holinefs. Have you found

thefenrcnccof death in yourfclves, and difcover-

cd no rciiicdy, but in .Chrift ?. If this has ntvrtr

Mi.
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been our cafe, you have rcafon to fear, that you

are yet in the gall of biturnejsy and in the bond of

iniquity.

But I muft tell you alfo that this is matter of

feeling, more than of profefTion. It is not enougli

to fpeak honorably of Chrid, or of his works.

Many do fo, who never felt their necefiity, or fe-

rioully and in good earneil, applied to him. It

were a happy thing, if all among our hearers, who
call for evangelical preaching, who quarrel with us

when they think we do not preach the Saviour's

crofs—the loft ftate of man, and the dodrine of

free grace, were experimentally acquainted with

thefe truths. Many fuch, have only been accus-

tomed to hear the Redeemer fpokcn of with reve-

rence. They may be able to imitate the language

of fome of his fervants, though they know very

little of that brokennefs of fpirit, which accompa-i

nies true repentance.

But left this ftiould be in any meafure miftaken>

I muft make thefe two obfervations

—

The firji is,

that a lively fcnfe, and deep conviction of fin, is,

properly fpcaking, but a negative mark of true

Religion; giving us to know, that the unhumbled
are yet impenitent—For it is certain, that many
have been under very ftrong convictions, nay, have
been driven to the very borders of defpair with
terror, who yet never were elfcvilually changed, bu^
ilified their convictions, and returned to their for*

jner fecurity ot heart, and carelelihers of life.

' F
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Secondlyy there may be fome on the other hand,

who arc truly born of God, in whom, the terrors of

convicfuion have not been s^ry remarkable. This

happens mofc frequently in the cafe ot thofe, who are

Q^lled in their infancy, or earlier years, and who have

had the advantage of a careful, and pious educati-

on. It would be deftrucftive of the comforts of

God's children to lay down one method, in which

he always proceeds. He is free and fovereign, in

the manner of his dealing with iinners ; and foftens

fome hearts by kindnefs, as well as others by cor-

rection. So that if the end be brought about, we
need be lefs folicitous about the fteps of his proce-

dure. Yet I think humility of fpirit, is infepara-

ble from real Religion ; and if it be lefs viiible, iii

the anguifli of repentance, it will be ftill manifell

in the temper of the penitent.

II. Let me now for the improvement of this

fubjed:, lay down a few of the beft and moft folid

evidences of genuine convictlion of fin. And,

I. It is a good fign that convid:ion is genuine,

when there is a clear and deep appreheniion of the

evil of fin, as well as the dauger of it. When the

mind dwells not only on the atrocity of particular

crimes, but on the aggravation of all lin, as fuch :

When the fniner is truly offended with himfelf, for

departing from his maker's fervice; breaking his

holy laws ; forgetting or defpiling his innumera-

ble mercies : There may be, and there is often an

apprehenfion of fuffering when there is little fenfs



WITHERSPOON; 51

of the evil of fin : but the convidicn is then genu-

ine, when it makes the finner not only remeniber

i\'hat he has done, hut conjejs^ what he has dcfcrved.

2. It is a good evidence, when the fenfeof the

evil of iin abides and grows, even though the feaj:

of WTath^ may in a great meafure have abated.

It is obfervable, that convi6lion of iin, ufually

takes its rife, from fome grofs, or heinous ads,

which firft alarm the confcience, and in fuch a fi-

tuation, the attention of the penitent is fixed on

nothing elfe, but the enormities of his life. If this

view continues, and produces its effedts, he is foon

brought to fee, and confefs, the inherent vanity of

his heart ; the worldlinefs of his affedlions ; and

the unprohtablenefs of his converfation. It is a

very common thing, for perfons who feem to have

fome fenfe of the commiflion of crimes, to have

little or no fenfe at all, of the negled of duty, and

of living daily to themfelves. It was a heavy

charge, hov/ever, brought by the Prophet againft

Bellhazzar:

—

And the God in whofe hand thy breath

iSy and whofe are all thy waysy hajl thou 7iot glorified

»

Wherever there is true repentance, though there-

may be the greatell: peace of mind, there will be

alfo a deep, and growing fenfe, of the evil of fin,

and the obligation of being habitually devoted tfl>

God.

3. It is a good evidence, when there is a con-

tinued, and growing efteem of the neceility, ^'"id

Value of the mediation of Chrifl—It was ^ favc
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' finners that he came. A fenfe of iin is neceflary

to our receiving him ; and in proportion to its

ftrength, will certainly be our attachment to him:

This indeed is the great, and viral principle, of the

fpiritual life

—

I am crurified zvitb Cbriji, neverthe*

lefs I live, yet not 7, hut Chrifi liveth in me : and the

life zvhich I now live in the flejby I live by thefaith of

the Son ofGod ; who loved me, and gave himfelfto die

forme.

4. The befl and furefl: mark of real convidion

of fin, is, if it leaves you poiTelTed of a deep ha-

tred, and abhorrence of it, and a daily folicitude

to fly from it. Some may counterfeit a fenfe of

the evil of fin, to their own hearts ; may have a

real fear of its bitter confequences ; and even a

prefumptuous reliance on Chrifi for pardon; snd

yet may in fome inftances, adhere to the practice

of it.

Floods of tears from fuch a -perfon, avail no-

thing : but he, hath certainly, truly forrowed for

lin, who in his practice forfakes it :—that is to fay,

he is not willingly fubjecl to any known fm,—but

fays with Elihu, That which Ifee not teach thou me:

Jfl have done iniquity, I will do no more.

III. Let me befeech all ferious perfons, to im-

prove this fubjed: for the trial of their flate. Ex-

amine, by the principles above laid down, the re-

ality, and the progrcfs of Religion in your fouls.

Have you a growing fenfe of the evil of fin, and of
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your own unworthinefs ?—This is at once an evi-

dence, and a mean, ofgrowth in grace. He that

thinks lead of himfelf, is higheft in God's account;

and the more a believer increafes in holinefs and

real worth, the more he increafes in humility. As
it is an evidence, it is alfo a mean, of further im-

provement ; for he that hath the deepeit fenfe of

his unworthinefs and weakncfs, will certainly live

moil by faith, in the merit and grace of his Re-

deemer.

Therefore, Chriftians, try yourfelves by this

important lign. Whether do you, by religious

duties, build yourfelves up on felf-righteoufnefs, or

do you only learn by them, how^ far you fall (hort

of what is incumbent on you ? What innumerable

evils compafs you about? and therefore, how
much you hare need of mercy inftead of reward ?

Do you look, upon the works of righteoufnefs

which you have done, as fomething, by which you

9nerit at the hand of God ; or do you look upon

them, as the evidence of his own work in you, and

for you, and give him the glory, to whom it is

due?

IV. I fhall now conclude the w'hole, with a few

diredlions for producing and preferving this pro-

fitable fenfe, and conviction of fin. And,

I . Let me beg of every hearer, the ferious con-

fideration of himfelf, and his ways. Many have

no fenfe of their finfulnefs, bccaufe they have no
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know ledge of themfelves at all ; but go through

the world, in uninterrupted thoughtleffhefs, and

vnconccrn. Is there any thing of greater moment
than the ftate of your minds, aniX your hope to-

wards God ? Inattention, is perhaps a more unU
verfal caufe of impiety, than high handed, and ob^

i^inate profanity. Would you but ferioufly confi-

cjer your ways, and lay to heart the things that be-

long to your peace^ I would count it a hopeful cir-

cumdance ; and exped, you would fpeedily fee

your danger, and God in his mercy would lead you

to the cure.

2. Give yourfelves much to reading, and hear-

ing the v/ord of God. The entrance of his word,

giveth light.—It is profitable for do6frine, for re-

proof, and correclion : but it is particularly necef-

fary for convi^ion ; for by the law is the knowledge

of lin. What wonder, if thofe who never open a

bible, ZitA feldom enter into the houfe of God,

fhould be ignorant of their guilt and mifery? The

word of God fhews his right in you, pleads his

caufe, and challenges your apoftacy. It is exceed-

ingly rare that thofe who have fairly turned their

baclcs upon God's inffituted worlhip, are dif^urb-

ed in their fecurity ; but are fuffercd to fleep on^

till they fleep the fleep of death. But it frequent-

ly happens, that thofe who attend ordinances,

even from no higher principle than ^uriofity, cuf-

tom, or form, find that the word of God is a fire

€nd hammar, that brcakcth the rock in pieces;
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ih.at it is quick and powerful, Jharper than any two

edged fzvord, piercingy even to the dividing a/under of

Joiil andfpirity and joints and marrow, and is a dij^

cerner of the thoughts, and intents of the heart,

3. In the lafc place. Let me befeech you, of-

ten to feat yourfelves, in the immediate prefence of

God, or rather, frequently to recolledt, that you

can no where go from his fpirit, or fly from his

prefence. There is, if I may fpeak fo, a light and

glory in the prefence of God, that difcerns, and

difclofes the works of darknefs. We may often

cxcufe, or palliate our condudl to men, and even

hide its deformity from our own view, when we
could not juflify it to ourfelves, if we refleclcd,

that // is open and manifefl, in the fight of God,—If

therefore there is any thing in your pradcice, which

you are inclined to palliate, and apt to excufe

—

fuppofe, you were ftanding at the judgment feat of

Chrill, where all of us fhall fhortly be ; and think,

whether your excufes will then liand the teft of his

impartial fearch.

If our hearts condemn us not, God is greater

than our hearts, and knoweth all things. It is

therefore the duty, and interell of every finner, to

take fliame and confufion of face to himfclf, and

apply to the blood ofjprinkling, which fpeaketh be-iter

things^ than the blood of Abel.




