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INTRODUCTION.

rH E Synod ofNew-York ^^Philadel-
phia, judging it expedient to afcertain and

fix the fyjiem of union, and the form of Go-
vernment and Difcipline of the Prefbyterian Church
in thefe United States, under their care; have

thought proper to lay down, by way of introduction,

a few of the general principles by which they have

been hitherto governed: and which are the ground

work of the following plan. This, it is hoped, will,

in fome meafure prevent thofe rajh mifconjiruclions,

and uncandid reflections, which ufually proceed from
an imperfecl view of any fubjecl ; as well as make the

feveral parts of the fyjiem plain, and the wholeplan

perfpicuous andfully underjlood.

The Synod are unanimoufly of opinion ;

/. That " God alone is Lord of the conference ;

u and hath left it freefrom the doctrine and commanci-
" ments of men ; which are in any thing contrary to

4 * his word; or bejide it in matters offaith or woi-
" ]hip\ Therefore, they confider the rights of private

judgement, in all matters that refpect religion, as uni-
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verfal and alienable: They do not even wijh to Jee any

religious conjlitution aided by the civil power, further

than may be necefjary for protection and fecurity, and,

at thefame time, equal and common to all others.

II. That, in perfect confijlency with the above prin-

ciple of common right, every Chrijlian Church, or

union and afjociation ofparticular Churches, is entitled

to declare the terms of admifjion into its communion,
and the qualifications of its minifters and members, as

well as the whole fyjlem of its internal government

which Chrijl hath appointed : That, in the excercife

of this right, they may, notwithjlanding, err, in making

the terms of communion either too lax or too narrow:

yet, even in this cafe, they do not infringe upon the li-

berty, or the rights ofothers, but only make an improper

ufe of their owm.

III. That our bleffed Saviour, for the edification of

the vi/ible Church, which is his body, hath appointed

officers, not only to preach the Gojpel and adminifter

the Sacraments; but alfo to exercife difcipline,for the

prefervation both of truth and duty: and, that it is in-

cumbent upon thefe officers, andupon the whole Church,

in whofe name they a51, to ccnjure, or caji out, the er-

roneous and fcandalous\ objerving, in all cajes, thf

rules contained in tie word of God.

IV. That truth is in order to goodnefs ; and the

great touchflone of truth, its tendency to promote holi-

?iefs ; according to our Saviour's rule, u by the/rfruits
44 ye fijall know them.

9
' And that no opinion can be

either more pernicious or more abjiud, than that which

brings truth andfalfehood upon a level, and reprefents

it as of no confequence vjhat a man s opinions are. On
the contrary, Ihey are perfuaaed, that there is an in-

fcparable ccnneclion between faith and practice, truth

and duty, Otherwife, it would be of no conjequence

either to difcovcr truth or to embrace it.

V. That
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V. That while ) under the conviction of the above

principle, They think it neccffary to make effectual pro-

vijion, that all who are admitted as Teachers, be found
in the faith ; They alfo believe, that there are truths

andforms, with refipeCf to zuhich men ofgood characters

and principles may differ : And in all thefe, They think

it the duty, both ofprivate Chriflians and Societies, to

txercife mutualforbearance towards each other.

VI. That though the character, qualifications, and
authority of Church-officers, are laid down in the holy

Scriptures, as well as the proper method of their in-

veffture and injlitution
;
yet the election ofthe perfions,

to the exercifie of this authority, in any particular

jociety, is in thatfociety.

VII. That all Church power, zvhether exerclfied by

the body in general, or, in the ivay of reprejentailon,

by delegated authority, is $nly mlnifilerial and declara-

tive : That is to fay, that the Holy Scriptures are

the only ride of faith and manners ; that no Church-

judicatory ought to pretend to make laws, to bind the

confidence, in virtue of their own authority ; and that

all their declfions fihould be founded upon the reveal-

ed will of God: Now though it will eafiily be admitted,

that all Synods and Councils may err, through thefrail-

ty injeparable from humanity ; yet there is much greater

danger, firom the ufurped claim of making laws, than

from the right of judging upon laws already made, and
common to all who profefs the Gofipel ; although this

right, as necefifity requires in the prefientjlate, be lodg-

ed with fallible men.

Fill. LafUy, That, if the preceding Scriptural

and rational principles be Jledfajlly adhered to, the

vigour a'idjIriCtnefis of its dificipline will contribute to

the glory and happinefs ofany Church. Since ecclefiiajli-

cal dificipline mujl be purely moral or fipirital in its ob-

ject, and not attended with any civil effects,, it can de-
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r no force whatever, hut from its szvn jujlice, the

approbation of an impartial public, and the countenance

a> d bleffing of the great Head of the Church univer-

fal.
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