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ADVERTISEMENT.

ASthe Name of theReverend Au

thor carries its own Praiſe, there

needs no other Recommendation of

the preſent Diſcourſe. Suffice it to

fay, that it comes to the Public thro’

the Doctor's Indulgence to a Friend,

ſanctioned by the good Wiſhes of all

who heard it,



This is a fubjectofgreatextent, and may

S E R M ON, &c.

MARK X. 13, 14 , 15, 16.

And they brought young children unto him , .

that he ſhould touch them , and his diſciples

rebuked thoſe that brought them . But wher

Fefus ſaw it, he was muchdiſpleaſed, and

ſaid unto them , Suffer the little children to

come unto me, andforbidthem not : for of

ſuch is the kingdom ofGod . VerilyIſay

unto you, Whoſoever Mall not receivethe

kingdom ofGod as a little child, he frall not

enier therein. And he took them up in his

arms, put his hands upon them , and blef

fed thein.

"HERE are few things in which perſons

of reflection, in general, and eſpeci

ally thoſe who fear God, are more agreed,

than the importance of the riſing generati

on ; or, which is the true meaning of that

expreſſion, the importance of the inſtruction

and government of youth.

alſo be taken up in a great variety of lights .

I am one of thoſe who think that it
may,

well as many others, be, with much advan

tage, conſidered doctrinally ; and that a

clear view of divine truth upon every ſub

ject, will have the moſt powerful and happy

as
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influence, not only in dire@ ing our ſenti.

ments, but in gorerning our practice.

There is much to be ſeenof the proper

glory of the Redeemer in this paffage of

fcripture. His uſefulneſs — his attention to

improve every ſeemingly accidental cccur

rence for thepurpoſe of inftruction , andhis

amiable condeſcenſion to all who humbly

applied to Him , and tender feeling for their

wants and weakneſſes. It appears from this

paſſage, that the inhabitantsabout Jordan,

where he then was, not only brought their

fick to be healed, as they did in moſt other

places , but brought young children that he

ſhould touch them . In Luke they are called

infunts; and in the latter end of the paſſage

now read, it is faid, he took them up inhis

arms, laid liis hands on them , and bleſſed

them ; ſo that it is probable they were all

of them efvery early age, andſome of them ,

perhaps, literally what we call infants , who

could not yet fpeåk or walk . I ſee not the

leaſt foundation for what ſome commenta.

tors ſuppoſe, that they might labour under

fome diſorder, from which the parents fup

poſed he would cure them : If this had been

the intention , the diſciples would not,proba

bly , have found any fault with it. The pro

bability is , that the parents or relations of

the children brought them , expecting that

he would lay his hands on them-authori

tatively bleſs them , and pray for them ;, from
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which theybelieved importantbenefits inight

be derived to them . The diſciples, we are

told, rebukedthoſe that brought them , ſuppo

fing, doubtleſs, that it was an impertinent

and unneceſſary interruption oftheir maſter,

and that the children could receive no bene

fit at thatearly time of life ; and who knows

but, like the human wiſdom of later times,

they might think the attempt ſuperſtitious

as well asunneceſſary ; however,ourLord

was of a different opinion, and ſaid - Suffer

the little children to come unto me, and forbid

then not ; for of ſuch is the kingdomofGod.

Now.the ſingle ſubject of this diſcourſe

ſhall be to enquire, What is the import of

this declaration ? and, What wemay under .

Hand our Saviour as affirming, when heſays,

of young children or infants, of ſuch is the

kingdom of God? After this, I will give ſuch

advices as the truths that may be eſtabliſhed

ſhall ſuggeſt, and as they ſeem to me moſt

Let us then conſider what we may under .

ſtand our Saviour as affirming, when he

ſays, of young children or infants, of ſuch

is the kingdom ofGod.

And , in the firſt place, we may underſtand

by it , that children may be taken within the

bond of God's covenant ; become members

of the viſible church , and , in conſequence,

be relatively holy. I do not found the law

fulneſs ofinfantbaptiſmonthis paſſage alone,

*

proper to enforce.

2
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and mean to enter into no controverſy on

The ſubject at this time ; but, as it is clearly

cltabliined in other paſſages, it maywell be

underſtood here. At any rate fo far as I

have affirmed is undoubtedly certain, that

they may be admitted within the bond of

God's covenant. We know , that under the

Old Teſtament, they received the ſign of

circumcifion , which, in the New Teſtament,

is faid to be aſeal of the righteouſneſs that

is of faith . (Rom.iv.11.).Many benefitsmay

eriſe from this. As in the natural conſtitu

tion of man manyadvantages and diſadvan

tages are derived from parents upon the

offspring, ſo in the moral conſtitution ofdi

vine grace many bleſſings, fpiritual and tem

poral, may be inherited from pious parents.

Children are the fubjects of prayer ; and, of

conſequence, within reach of the promiſe.

The believer may jully hope for his feed

dying in infancy, and in after life, many e

ventual providential mercies may beexpeco

ted from that God who theweth mercy to

thouſands of generations of them that love

him ,

It was uſual in the moſt ancient times, for

aged or holy perfons to bleſs children for

mally. I do notrecollect in ancient hiſtory

a more beautiful, or more tender ſcene, than

that we have recorded , Gen. xlviii. 15. of

the patriarch Jacob's bleſſing his grand chil.

dren, the fons of Joſeph , when he wasabout.
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todie-And he bleffed Foſeph and ſaid, God

before whommyfathers, Abrcham and Iſaac,

did walk, the God which fed me all my life.

long to this day, the angel which redeeme

ed mefrom all evil, bleſs the lads ; and let my

name be named upon them , and the name of

myfathers, Abraham and Ifaac : And let them

grow into a multitude in the midſt of the earth.

Weare told by an ancient writer of the

Chriſtian church, that Ignatius, afterwards,

biſhop of Antioch, was one of thoſe chil

dren thus brought to Chriſt for his bleſſing ;

and there is no reaſon, that I know of, to

oppoſe the tradition : For ſuppoſing him to

have been an infant, or even from two

to five years ofage,it would make him only

between70 and 80 at the time of his mar.

tyrdom , in the year 103 from the birth of

Chriſt.

2. The declaration of ſuch is the kingdom .

of God, may be underiood to imply, that

children may, even in infancy,be the ſub

jects of regenerating grace, and thereby be

come really holy. This is plain from the

nature of thething ; for if they can carrythe

corruptimpreſſion of Adam'snature in their

infant ſtate, there can be no doubt but they

may be renewed after the image ofhim that

created them. Almighty power can eaſily

bave acceſs to them , and can , in anſwer to

prayers, as well as endeavors, form them

for their Maker's ſervice. See what the pro.



phet Iſaiah ſays, xxviii . 9. Whom jhall he

teach knowlege ? and whom ſhall he make to

underſtand doctrine ? Thoſe that are weaned

from the milk, and drawn from the breaſts.

Samuel was a child of
prayer,

and dedicata

ed to God from his infant years, and it is

faid of him, 1 Sam. ii . 26. And the child Sa

muel grew , and was in favor both with the

Lord , and alſo with men . It is an expreſſi

on frequently to be found in pious writers,

and among them that are far from denying

the univerſal corruption of human nature,

that ſome may be ſaid to be fanctified from

the womb - that is, that the time of their

renovation may be beyond the reach both

of underſtanding and memory; and this be

ing certainly poſſible, may juſtly be conſi

dered as the object of deſireand the ſubject

of prayer. Few, perhaps, have failed to ob

ferve, that ſome c Wren diſcover upon the

firft dawn of rear w an amiable and tractan

ble diſpoſition, anderinkin ſpiritual inſtruc

tion with deſire and delight; while others

diſcover a frowardneſs and repugnance that

is with much difficulty, if at all,and ſome

times never, overcome.

3. I think this declaration implies, that

children are much more early capable ofre

ceiving benefit,even by outward means, than

is generally ſuppoſed. No doubt the rear

fon ofthe conduct of the diſciples was, that

they fuppoſed the children could receive no
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benéſit. In this, from our Lord's anſwer, it

is probable he thought them miſtaken . I will

not enlarge on ſome refined remarks ofper

fons as diſtinguiſhed for learning as piety ;

ſome of whoin have ſuppoſed, that they are

capableof receiving impreſſions ofdefireand

averfion, and even ofmoral temper, parti

cularly, of love or hatre , in the firſt year
of

their lives . I muſt, however, mention a re

mark of the juſtly celebrated M.Fénelon ,

archbishop of Cambray, becauſe the fact on

which it is founded is undeniable, and the

deduction from it important. rie fays, that

* beforethey are thought capable ofreceive

ing any inſtruction , or the ſcaít pains are

taken with them , they learn a language.

Many children at four years ofage can ipeak

their mother tonguerthough not with the

ſame accuravoorgrammatical preciſion, yet

with greater dineís and fullneſs than moit

ſcholars do a foreign language after thefas

dy of a'whole life.” IfI were to enlarge

upon this I might ſay, they not only diſco

ver their intellectual powers by connecting

the idea with the ſign , but acquire many fen

timents of good and evil, right and wrong,

in that early period oftheir life. Such is the

attention of children, that they often ſeem to

know their parents tempersfooner and bet

ter than they know theirs, and to avail them

leives of that knowlege to obtain their deſires.
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To apply this to our preſent fubje&t, or

father the occaſion of it , allow me to ob

ferve, that the circumſtances of ſolemn

tranſactions are often deeply ergraven upon

very young minds. It is not impollible that

fome of thoſe young children might recol

lectand be affected with themajefty and con

deſcenſion of Jeſus ofNazareth ,and the im

preffion be attended with happy fruits. At

any rate, as no doubt the parents would of

ten relate the tranſaction to their children ,

this would be a kind of ſecondary memo

ry, and have the ſame effect upon their ſen

timents and conduct,

4. This declaration implies, that the ear

lieit, in general, is the fitteſt and beſt time

for inſtruction . This part of the- ſubject

has been treated at full length by many wri.

ters in every age, I therefore ſhall ſay the leſs

upon it - Only obſerve,That theimportance

of early inſtruction is written upon the whole

ſyſtem of nature,andrepeatedin every page

of the hiłtory of Providence. You maybend

a young twig and make it receive almoſt

any form ; but that which has attained to

maturity , and taken its ply, youwillnever

bring into another ſhape than that which

it ŋaturally bears. In the ſame mannerthoſe

habits whichmen contract in early life, and

are ſtrengthened by time, it is next to im

poſſible to change.' Far be it from me to

lay any thing in oppoſition to the inkuite



1 power and abſolute ſovereignty ofGod ;

but let us alſo beware of conlidering theſe as

oppoſed to the natural courſe of things, or

the uſe and efficacy of means. We have

many warnings upon this ſubject in fcrip

ture, where the recovery ofan habitual and

hardened ſinner, is likened to a natural im

poflibility , Jer. xiii . 23. - Can the Ethiopian

change hisJkin , or the leopard his ſpots?then

mayjealſo do good thatare accuſtomed to do

evil. God will reſerve to himnlelf his own

abfolute ſovereignty, but it is at every fin

nersown peril if he preſume upon it and

abuſe it ,

5. This declaration of our Saviour - of

Such isthe kingdom of God - may imply,

that, in fact, the realdiſciples of Chriſt chiefly

conſiſt of thoſe who are called in their earli.

er years. The viſible church of Chriſt is

a numerous and mixed ſociety ; but his myſ

tical body, conſiſting of real believers, 'I

think we are warranted from this paſſageof

ſcripture and others, as well as the analogy

of faith , and the reaſon and nature ofthings,

to fuppoſe, confifts for the moſt part ofthoſe

who are called in infancy and youth. This

is an important truth , and deeply fraught

with inſtruction to all , of every rank. There

are ſome called after a courſe of oppoſition

10 God, but there are few in compariſon ;

therefore the apoſtle Paul ſtyles himſelf

Oneborn out ofdive time. Perhaps experience
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and a delberate vicwcfidente oftheworld ,

is ſuincient to prove this a ftion. The in

ftances of converſion in advanced life, are

very rare ; and when it ſeems to happen, it

is perhaps molt commonly the refurrection

ofthoic iceds which were ſown in infancy ,

but hadbeen long lified by the violenceof

youthful paſions, or the purſuits of ambi

tion and the hurry of an active life . I have

known feveral infances of the infiructions

long neglected of deceaſed parents , at laſt

riſing up, afferting their authority, and pro

ducing the deepełt penitence and real refor

mation. But my experience furniſhes me

with no cxample ofone brought up in igno

rance and ſecurity, after a long courſeofpro .

funefs turning at the cloſe of life , to the

-fervice of the living Cod. e moſt com .

mon caſe is, that the deep jeep continues

to the laſt, and, as the laying is , they die

as they live ; though infonie inſtances,when

the fins have been oi je groffeſtkind , con

ſcience awakens at their going off the ſtage,

and they ſeem, as it were, o begin the tor

ments of hell with the terror of deſpair.

You will find in foune practical writers an

opinion ,orſentiment,that ſeems notillfound

ed to the following purpoſe, “ Some are cal

led at the eleventh hour that none may deſ

pair,' and there arefewthatnowmaypreſume.

Others make a diſtinction; not without

ground, as it ſeems founded upon the wife
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dom and equity of the divine government :

That when the goſpel comes to a people

that had long fitten in darkneſs, there may

be numerous converts of all ages ; but when

the goſpel has been long preached in plenty

and purity, and ordinances regularly admi

niſtered,few butthoſewho arccalledinearly

life are ever called at all. A very judicious

and pious writer, Mr. Richard Baxter, is of

opinion, that in a regular ſtate of the church,

and a tolerable meaſure of faithfulneſs and

3 .purity in its officers ; family inſtruction and

government are the uſual means of conver

fion, public ordinances of edification . This

ſeems agrecable to the language of ſcrip

ture ; for we are told God hath ſet in the

church apoßles, prophets, evangeliſts,paſtors

and teach ; (not for converting finners,

but) for perfe ling of the ſaints for the work

ofthe miniſtry, and the edifying of the body

of Chriſt. It ſeemsto addfurther weight to

this, that moſt of 'hoſe who are recorded in

Scripture as eminent for piety, were called

in early life ; and we know not but it may

have been the caſe with others , though not

particularly mentioned : Thoſe I have in

view , are Abraham, Mofes, Samuel , David,

Solomon, Joſiah , Daniel and the three Chile

dren , in the Old Teſtament, and in the New,

John Baptiſt and John the beloved diſciple ;

of whomI may juſt obſerve, that no other

seafon has ever been given for theSaviour's

2
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diſtinguiſhing him by particulat affection .

but that he was the youngeſt of the twelve.

6. In the lat place this declaration im

plies, that the comparative innocence of

children is a lellon to us, and an emblem

of the temper andcarriage of Chriſt's real

diſciples . This inſtruction we are not left

to inſer for ourſelves. Our Lord has made

the remark in the paſſage where the text

lyes, Whoſoever Jhallnot receive the kingilom .

ofGod as a little child ſhall not enter therein .

This isdirectly levelled againſt the pride of

ſelf ſufficiency, and every rough and boiſt

erous paſſion. It is remarkable that the ve .

Ty fame imageis made uſe of in ſeveral pal

fages of ſcripture. Thus Mat. xviii. 1,2,3,4,

At the ſametime came the diſciplesunto Jeſus,

ſaving, Who is the greateſt in the kingdoma

of heaven ? And Jeſuscalled a little child un.

to him , and ſet him in the midſt of them, and

Said, verily 7 ſayuntoyou, except ye be cons

verted, and become as little children, yefall

not enier into thekingdom of heaven . Whofoca

ver therefore ſhallhumble himſelf as thislite

ile child, the ſame is greateſt inthe king

dom of heaven. So alſo the apoſtle Paul,

1 Cor. xiv. 20. Brethren be not children

in underſtanding : howbeit in malice be ye

children ,but in underſtanding be men :-And

further, 1 Peter ji. 1, 2. Wherefore laying de

fide all malice, and all guile, and hypocriſes,

and envies, and all guil Sheckings,-asnera
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born babes, defire the finceremilk of the word,

that yemaygrow thereby. The graces ofthe

fpiritual life recommended to us by this

i beautiful image, are humility, gentleneſs,

E teachableneſs, ſincerity , and eaſineſs to be

reconciled ; all which are remarkable in

young perſons, and are frequently loſt or

vitiated by growing years .

I come nowto make a practical improve

mentof the ſubject, which ſhall be confined

to pointing out the duties ſuggeſted by the

foregoing truths, as they are ſeverally in

cumbenton, 1. parents ; 2.children ; 3.every

hearer of the goſpel.

1. Let us conſider the duties incumbent on

parents. Is it ſo that of children orinfants the

: Redeemer ſaid ,ofſuch is thekingdom ofGod.

Then parentsſhould be ( 1 ) thankful. Thank

fulneſs is a happy frame of ſpirit in itſelf,

and powerfully reconciles the mind to dif

ficult and animates it to important duties.

Be thankful then for the honour that is done

you, for the truſt that is repoſed in you,
and

for the encouraging promiſe of God to af

fiſtand accept ofyou in the diſcharge of it.

Children are thegift of God, and thefruit of

1 the womb is his retuard. I cannot eaſily

figure to myſelf any greater carthly bleſſing

b than to have children to be the objects of

your care and diligence while you live, and

io inherit your name and ſubſtance when

you yourſélves mult, in the courſe of nature,

h

1
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go of the page. And is it a little honout

to be intrufied with the care of theſe ratis

onal creatures of God, born for immortali.

ty, and whole prelent peace and future wel

fare depend ſo much on your conduct ?

Are you not called to prepare members for

the church of Chriſt ?-for of ſuchis his king

dom ; and however important the miniſtry

of the goſpel is , (which I ſhould be the laſt

to detract fro:n ) you may know, that it is

outof a miniſters powerto ſpeak to the un

derſtanding of thoſe who are not prepared

by previous inſtruction . But above all how

thankful ſhould you be for the encourage

ment given you to bring your children to

the Saviour, and the promiſe of his bleſſing.

He took them up in hisppbreaid hishands

on them and blefed tax Fehers ! Mo

thers ! What ground so the con

deſcending Saviour.

( 2.) Be earlyaddict
inſtruction .

This is the gres neftdestial evidence

you are called to get of your thankfuln
eſs

for the mercy. You have heard that chil

dren are much more early capable of re

ceiving benefit by outward means than is

commonl
y ſuppoſed : Let not, therefore,

the devil and the world be too far before .

hand with you, in poſſeſſing their fancy , en

gaging their affections, andmiſlead
ing their

judgment. Is it a fable, or do I ſpeak truth

when I ſay, many children learn to ſweat
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before they learn to pray: It is indeed af

Efecting, to a ſerious mind, to hear children

liſping out ill pronounced oaths, or fcurrilous

and fcolding abuſe, oreven impurities which

they do notunderſtand ; ſo that the firſt fen:

timents they form , and the firſt words they

utter, are thoſeof impiety, malice orobſcenity.

Nay, I have ſeen children in their mother's

arms actually taught to ſcold, by uttering an

gry founds, before they could ſpeak one word

with ciſtinctneſs. It is wholly impofſible for

me here to introduce a ſyſtem of directions

as to the method of early inſtruction ; this

muſt be learned elſewhere and at another

time , but I mean to impreſs your minds

with a fenſe of the importance and receili

ty of the duty, and I will add the efficacy of

it. Remember the connexion between the

į duty and the promiſe-Train upa child in the

way he ſhould go, and when he is old hewill not

depart from it. I knew a pious and judicious,

miniſter, who aſfirmed, that we did not give

credit to that part of God's word if we did not

believe the certainty of the promiſe, aswell as

the obligation of the duty; lie was of opinion ,

that every parent , when it ſeemed to fail, should

conclude, that he himſelf had been undutiful,

and not that God had been unfaithful.

(3.) Becircumfpect and edifying in your ex

ample. Allthe arguments that preſs the former

exhortation ,apply with the fante, perhaps I

may ſay, with double forceto this. Example

с
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is itſelf the moſt powerful and ſucceſsful in

ſtruction ; and example isneceſſary to give

meaning ard influence to all other inſtruction .

This is one of the oldeſt maxims upon the

ſubject of education : The Roman Satyriſt

ſays, “ Nil di& tu viſuve fædumhæc limina

tangat intra quæ puer eft.” Letnothingbaſebe

feenor heard within theſe walls in which achild

is. And if children naturally form their ſenti

ments,habits andmanners,byimitationofothers

in general,how much more powerful muſt be

the example ofparents, who are every hour

in their fight, whom nature teaches them, and

whom duty obliges them to love, and when it

comes recommended by the continual inter

courſe, and the endearing ſervices that flow

from that intimate relation .

(4. ) Laſtly, Parents are taught here perſeve

ranceand importunity in prayer. This,in

deed,is an important thingupon every ſub

ject ofourrequeſts to God.Our Saviour ſpoke

a parable onpurpoſe to teach men, that they

ſhould pray and not faint, Luke xviii. 1. And

if we are called to believe, that if we aſk any

thing agreeable to his will he heareth us , what

more agreeable to his will than frequent and

importunate prayer forthe temporal and ſpi

ritual happineſs of children - What a ſupport

this to the faith of prayer. You ought, at the

ſame time to remember that, as the prophet

Jeremiah ſays, it is good for aman to hopeand

quietly to wait for theſalvation of God. The

anſwer of
prayer may come at a much greater
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diſtance than we are apt to lookfor it . There

is a remarkable anecdote handed down to us,

reſpecting the famous St. Auguſtine. He was

the ſon of an eminently pious woman, whole

name was Monica, yethe was inhisyouth ve

ry looſe and diſorderly. One of his fellow citi

zens, it is ſaid, ſeeing him paſs along the ſtreet,

reflected upon him with great ſeverity , as a

diſgrace to ſociety ; but another made anſwer,

that he was not without hopes of him after

all, for he thought it next toimpoſſiblethat

the ſon of ſo many prayers fhould periſh.

And we know that, in fact, he became in due

time one of the moſt eminent champions for

evangelical truth . There is not the leaſt doubt

thatmany prayers, and eſpecially of this kind,

may have their anſwer and accompliſhment

after the believer that offered themhas been

many years fleeping in the duft.

2. Thetruths above illuſtrated, ſuggeſt im

a portant advices to children , that is , to ſuch

une young perſons as are able to underſtand and

I apply them . ( 1.)Preſerve a tenderneſs of heart,

and be thankful that you arenotyet hardened

by habitual guilt, nor ſentenced to perpetual

barrenneſs by thejudgmentofa righteous Goda

Eſteem , embrace; improve the precious but

flying ſeaſon . Hearken to the inſtructions of

parents; theadmonitions of paſtors ; the leſſons

of providence, and the dictates of God's holy

Spirit ſpeaking by the conſcience. Think of

the amiableneſs of early piety in the fight of

men ; and its acceptableneſs in the light of

fer
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God -- I love them that loveme,ſays he by his

prophet; and they ihat ſeck me early ſhall find

Jile.

( 2.) Be not ſatisfied with, or truſt in out

ward privileges. If you are the children of

pious parents, who have lived near to God

If you have been favored with early inſtructi

on, unleſs theſe advantages are improved, they

will notplead for, but againſt you at the great

day. This is the dietateboth of ſcriptureand

fiafon , to w /lom facpermuchisgiven ,of them much

will be required. There is a common ſaying,

that is neitheragreeable to truth norexperience,

and yet ſometimes,obtains belief in a blinded

world , that the children of good people are as

bad as any ; as if early education, which is of

ſo much influence in learning every thing elſe,

hould have no effect in religion. On the

contrary, where do we expect to find pious

youth but in pious families , or ſober and in

duitrious youilı but in ſober and induſtrious

families ? ' I fould call that man prudent in

the conduct of life, who in the choice of a

ſervant, anapprentice, ora partner in buſineſs,

would pay almoſt as much attention to the

blood and parentage, as to the perſon with

whom he wastobe immcdiately connected. But

if we takenotice of what probably gaveoccaſion

to the miſtake, viz. that the wicked children of

piousparents are the worſt of any,it is a truth of

the utmoſt moment, and eafily accounted for.

They burſt aſunder the ſtrongeſt ties, they are

der thc unhappy neceſſity ofmaſtering con



ſ 21 )

I.

ſcience by high handed wickedneſs, and com

monly cometo ſpecdy and deſerved ruin : lile

divat being often reprovedhardenethhis, neck,fhal

ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without remedy.

(3. ) Do not ſatisfy yourſelves with a nameto

live while you are dead. Though fome, young

perſons, religiouſly educated, by falling into

diffolute fociety, becomeopen profligates, there

are others who retain the form without the

life of religion : Therefore, if naturehath given

you amiable diſpoſitions; if theſe have been

cultivated by a pious and prudenteducation ;

if you feel the reſtraint ofnaturalconſcience ;

if you are deſirous of public praiſe, or afraid

of public ſhame, do not neglect any of theſe

preſervatives from fin ; but yet endeavor te

obtain , and ſee that yoube governed bya prin

ciple fuperior to them all,the hope of final ac

ceptance with God through Chriſt. Aſk of

him to give you a new heart, and a new ſpirit,

to createyou in Chriſt Jejusuntogood works,

whichGod hath before ordained, that we ſhould

walk in them .

In the laſt place, this ſubject ſuggeſts

ſome important inſtructions to the hearers of

the goſpel in general. ( 1. ) Loſe no time

in providing for your great and beſt intereft.

Every argumentthat tends to ſhew theimpor

tance ofearly piety, may be applied, with equal

or greater force, to ſhew the dangerof delay

in more advanced years. What is wiſe or a

miable in youth, is neceſſary to thoſe who are

nearer their journey's end. ' But conſidering
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myſelf as ſpeaking to profeſſing Chriftians,

what I would earneſtly adviſe you, is, to apply

the principles above laid down, to particular

purpoſes, as well as to your generalconduct.

If conſcience or providence has pointed out

to you any thing thatyoumay doto advantage,

either for yourſelves or chers, loſe no time in

ſetting about it, becauſe you do not know how

little time may be yours : So ſaysthe wiſeman ,

Ecc. ix. 10. Whatſoever thy hand findeth ta

do, do it with thy might : for there is no work,

nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom , in the

grave whether thou goeft.

( 2. ) Do not forget the improvement of

this fubject, which our Saviour himſelf has

pointed out; imitate the temper of children ;

learn to be humble and teachable, gentle and

eaſy to be entreated. Both watchand pray,

againſt all violent attachments, rude and

boiſterous paflions, and deep rooted reſent

ment. Obſerve how the little lambs lay

down their reſentment, and forget their quar

Tels. Under this particular, it is proper to re

commend adecency of deportment,and a con

tempt of all vanity and affectation , as well as

fimplicity and fincerityof ſpeech, and a con

tempt of all artifice and refinement. The au

poſtle has given an excellent defcription of

this, 2 Cor. i. 12. For our rejoicing is this, the

teſtimonyof our conſcience,thatin ħmplicityand

godly fincerity,not with fleſhly wiſdom , butby the

graceof God,we have had our converſation in

the world



( 23 )

-

24

)

18

Li

( 3.) Set a good example before others in ge

neral, but eſpecially young perſons. The old

rule, Maxima debeturpueris reverentia , ought

to be pondered as well as recollected. It is of

muchimportance what our viſible conduct is,

at alltimes and in all places, becauſe we con

tinually contribute to form each others temp

ersand habits ; but greater caution is neceſſa

ry in preſence of young perſons, both becauſe

they are moſt prone to imitation, and becauſe

they have the leaſt judgment to make proper

diſtinctions, or to refuſe the evil and chooſe

thegood. Some inſtances might be given, in

which things might be ſaid or done, before per

fons of full underſtanding, without injury, that

could not be done without injury, or at leaſt

without danger, before perſons in early life.

(4. ) In thelaſt place, be not wanting in your

endeavors and prayers for the public intereſt

of religion, and the proſperity of the Redeem

er's kingdom . Support, by your conduct and

converſation, the public credit of religion.

What is more powerful over the minds of

men and the manners of the age, than public

opinion . It is more powerful than the moſt

fanguinary laws. And what is public opinion ?

It is formed by the ſentiments that are moſt fre

quently heard, and moſt approved in conver

ſation . Had we a juſt ſenſe of the importance

of viſible religion, what a powerful principle

would it be of prudent, watchful, guarded

conductin every ſtate and circumſtance of

life. Whatever reaſon there may be to com
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plain of the frequency of hypocriſy, or ſeeking

the applauſe of men, I am afraid there is no

leſs reaſon to complain of the want of atten

tion to that precept of the apoſtle, Look not

every man on his own things, buť every manal

fo on the things of others ; or of our Lord him

felf, Matt. v . 16. Let your light ſo ſhine before

nen , that they mayſee your good works, and glo

rify your Father which is in heaven . I
appre

hend that theſe ſeemingly oppoſite faults, are

not always ſeparated, but often found in the

fame perſons ; that is to ſay, there may be a

Atrong deſire after, and endeavor to obtair

public applauſe by a few ſplendid and popular

actions, and yet but little attention to that

prudent and exemplary conduct, which pro

motes public uſefulneſs. Conſider'what you

have heard, and theLord give you underſtan

ding to improve and apply it, for Chriſt's ſake.

AMEN .

F I N I S.
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