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ADVERTISEMENT.

S the Name of'the Reverend Au-
thor carries its own Praife, there
nceds no other Recommendation of
the prefent Difcourfe. Suflice it to
fay, that it comes to the Public thro’

. the Do&or's Indulgence to a Friend,

fan&ioned by the good Withes of alk
who heard 1t, .




S ERMON, &

Marx x. 13, 14, 15, 16.

And they brought young children unto him,
that }3; ould touch tnem, and his difciples
rebuked thofe that brought them. Butwhen

o Fefus fawt, he was much difpleafed, and
Jard unto them, Suffer the hitle children to

" come untome, and forbid them not : for of
Such 1s the kingdom of God. Verily I [ay

unto dyou, Whafoever fhall not recerve the

kingdom of God as a little child, he fhall not
enier therein.  And ke took them up in s

. arms, put his hands wpon them, and blef-

Jed them, -

THERE are few thinggin which p'erﬁ;n_s
of reflettion, in gereral} and elpeci-
ally thofe who fear God, are nfore agreed,

- than the importance of the rifing: gene,rati—

on ; or, which is the true meaning of that
expreflion, the importance of the inflruction
and government of youth. S
This 1s a fubjeft of great extent, and may
allo be taken up ina great variety of lights.
T am one of thofe who think thatit may, as
well as many others, be, with much advan-
tage, confidered doftrinally ; and that a
clear view of divine truth upon every fube«
_jeét, will have the moft powerful and happy

,
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influence, not only in dire@ing our fentis
ments, but in governing our practice.
There is much to be feen of the proper
glory of the Redeemer in this paflage of
fcripture.  His ufefulnefs—his attention to
improve every feemingly accidental cccur-
rence for the purpofe of inftruétion, and Lis
amiable condefcenfion to all who humbl
applied to Him, and tender feeling for their
wants and weakneffes. It appears from this
paflzge, that the inhabitants about _Lordan,
‘where he then was, not only brought their

- fick ta be healed, as they did in moft other

places, but brovght young children that he
Shorld touch them. In Lukethey are called -
anfunts; and in the latter end of the paflage
now read, it is faid, he took them up in his
arms, laid his hands on them, and bleffed
them; fo that it is probable they were all
of them ef very e‘ixly age, and fome ofthem,
perhaps, literally what we call infants, wha
could not yet fpedk or walk. I fee not the
leaft found)ation for what fome cemmenta-

- tors fuppofe, that they might labour under

fome diforder, from which the paients fup-
poled he would cure them: Ifthis had been
theintention, the difciples would not, proba-
bly, have found any Eault withit. The pro-
bability is, that the parents. or relations of
the children brought them, expeéting that
he would lay his iands on them—author»

tatively blefs them, and pray for them ;, from

LN
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which theybelievedimportantbenefits might

be derived to them. The difciples, we are
told, rebuked thofe that brought them, fuppo
fing, doubtlefs, that it was an impertinent

end unneceffary interruption of their mafter,

and that the children could receive no bene-

fit at thatearly time of life ;. and who knows

but, like the Kuman wifdom of later times,

they might think the attempt fuperflitious

as well as unneceflary ; however, our: Lord

was of a different opinion, and faid—Suffer

the little children to come unto me, andforbid
them not ; for of fuch is the kingdom of God.
- Now-the fingle fubjeét of this difcourfe
fhall be to enquire, What is the import of
this declaration? and, What we may under-
fiand our Saviour as affirming, when he fays,
of young children or infants, of fuch is the
kingdomof God? After this, I will givefuch
advices as the truthsthat may be eftablifhed
fhall fuggeft, and as they {eem to me moft
proper to enforce. - .

~ Let us then confider what we may unders
ftand our Saviour as affirming, when he
fays, of young.children or infants, of fuck
ss the kingdom of God. -

* Ang, in the firft place, we may underftand
by it, that children may be taken within the
bond of God’s covenant ; become members
of the vifible church, and, in confequence,
be relatively holy. 1 do not found the law-
fulnefs of infantbaptifmonthis paflage alone,
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and mean to enter into no controverfy on
he fubje@ at this time ; but, as 1t is clead);
eltablilned in other paflages, it may well be
anderflood here. At any rate {s far as I
have aflirmed is undoubtedly certain, that
dhey may be admitted within the bond of
God’s covenant. Weknow, that under the
Old Teftament, they received the fign of
circumcifion, which, in the New Teftament,
is faid to be a feal of the righteoufnefs thas.
&sof faith. (Rom. 1v. 11.) Many benetits may
erife from this. As i the natural conftitu-
tion of man many advantages and difadvan-
tages are derived from parents vpon the
oi?spring, fo in the moral conflitution of di-
vine grace many bleflings, fpiritual and tem-
pomf’ may be inherited from pious parents.
Children are the fubjetts of prayer; and, of
confequence, within reach of the promife.
The believer may juftly hope for Eis feed
dying in infancy, s0d in afier life, many e-
ventual providential mercies may be expec-
ted from that God who fheweth mercy to
2/101_&/217:(1,5 of generations of them. that. love
um. '
_ It was ufual in the moft ancient times, for
aged or holy perfons to blefs children for-
fnally. I do not recolleét in ancient hiftory
a more beautful, or more tender {cene, than

that we have recorded, Gen. xlviii. 15.: of

the patriarch Jacob’s blefling his grand chil-.

dren, the fons of Jofeph, when he wasabout.
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to. dic—Aud he bleffed Fofephand fard, God:

" before whommy fathers, Aoroham and Ifaac,
. did walt, the God which fed me all my life.

long to this day, the angel which redeems

- ed me from all evil, blefs the lads ; and let my -

.. name be named upon them, and the name of.

vy fathers, Abraham and Ifaac : And let them
row into a multitude in the midf of the earth..
’ €Ve are told by an ancient writer of the
Chriftian church, that Ignatius, afterwards,
bifhop of Antioch, was one of thofe chil- -
dren thus brought to Chrift for his bleffing ;

" - and there is no reafon, that I know of, to. -

oppole the tradition : For fuppofing him to’
have been an infant, or even from two
to five years of age, it would make him only.
between: 70 and 8o at the time of kLis mar-
tyrdom, 1n the year 108 from the birth of
Chrift. . ' 4
2. The declaration ﬁ“ﬁ‘dl isthe ingdems.
of God, may be undedtood to imply, that
children may, even indjnfadcy, be the fub-
Jje€ls of regenerating grace, and thereby be-
come really holy. “1his is plain from the
nature of the thing ; forif they can carry the
corrupt impreflion of Adam’s naiure in their -
infant ftate, there can be ro doubt but they
may be renewed after the image of him that
created them. Almighty power can eafily,
bave accefs to them, and can, in anfwer to
rayers, as well as'endeavors, form them
or their Maker's {ervice. Sce what the pro-
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‘phet Ifaiah fays, xxviii. 9.  Whom fhail he
teach knowlcge 2 and whom fhall he make to
underfland doltrine 2 Thife that are weaned
Jfrom the milk, and drawn from the breafts,
Samuel was achild of prayer, and dedicat-
ed to God from his 1nfant years, and 1t 1s°
faid of him, 1 Sam. 11. 25. And the child Sa~
mucl grew, and was in _favor both with the
Lord, and alfo with men. It is an exprefli-
on frequently to be found in pious writers,
and among them that are far K‘om denying .
the univerfal corruption of human nature,
that fome may be faid to be fan&ified from:
the womb—that is, that the time of their
renovation may be beyond the reach both
of underftanding and memory; and this be-

- ing certainly polfible, may jultly be conﬁ--'

dered as the objett of defire and the fubje@®
of prayer. Few, perhaps, have failed to ob~
ferve, that fome c¢':Mren difcover upon the
firlt dawn of reaf-s"an amiable and tratta~
ble difpofition, ant *.2ink in {piritual infiruc-
tion with defire and delight ; while others
difcover a frowardnefs and repugnance that'
is with much difficulty, if at all, and fome--
" times never, overcome, : :
2. I thmk this declaration mmplies, that
ehﬁdrcn are much more early capable of re~
ecivingbenefit, even by outward means, than
is generally fuppofed. = No doubt the reae
fon-of the conduét of the difciples was, that
they fuppofed the children could receive ne-

=




T AP OR &

e B s

) T

o

-

{ 9}

‘benefit. In this, from our Lord’s anfwer, it

1s probable hethought them miftaken. Iwill
not énlarge on fome refined remarks of per-
fons as diltinguithed for learning as piety;
fome of whom have fuppofed, that they are
capableotreceiving impreflions of defire and
averfion, and even of moral temper, parti-
cularly, of love or hatred, in the firft year of
their l)i,,ves. I muft, however, mention a re-
mark of the jultly celebrated M. Fénelon,
erchbithop of Canbray, becaule the fa&t on
which it 1s fourded is undenieble, and the
dedution from it important.  Fie fays, that -
¢ before they are thought capabdle of receiv=
ing any inftreéhion, or the featt pains’ are
taken with them, they learn a language.—
Many childrenat feur vears ofage can {peak
their mother tonuerthoush not with the
fame accuravoor'graymmatical precifion, yet
withgreater sadinels and fulinefs than moft
fcholars do a forcign ianguage afterthe fia-
dy of a'whoice life.” If I were to enlarge
upon this I might fay, they not only dizo-

-ver their intelleGual powers by conneéting

the idca with the fign, but acquire many fen=
timents of good and evil, right and wrong,
in thatearly period of their hfe.  Suchiis the
attentionof children, that they often fcem to
¥know their parents tempers fooner and bet-
ror than they know their’s,and roavail them- -
feives of that knowicge to obtain theirdsdires,

)
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To a{:ply this to our prefent fubje®, or
tather the occafion of it, allow me to ob
ferve, that the circumftances of folemn
tranfaltions are often deeply engraven upon
very young minds. It 1s not impoflible that
fome of thole young children might recol-
le¢tand be affected with the majefty and con-
defcenfion of Jefus of Nazareth, and the im-
preflion be attended with happy fruits. At
any rate, as no doubt the parents would of- .
ten relate the tranfaftion to their children, -
this would be a kind of fecondary’ memo-
1y, and have tiie famc efie€t upon their fen-
timents and condutt. ) ~
4. This declaration implies, that the ear- .
lielt, in general, is the /ftteft and beft time
for inftruttion. This part of the-fubjett
as been treated at full length by many wri-
ters in everyage,I therefore fhall fay thelefs
upon it—Only obferve, That theimportance
of early inftruétion is written upon the whole
{y{tem of nature, and repeated in every page -
of the hitory of Providence. You may end
a young twig and make it receive almoit
any form ; but that which has attained to
maturity, and taken its ply, you willhever
bring into another fhape than that which.
it naturally bears. Inthe fame mannerthofe:
habits which men contraltin early life, and-.
ere ftrengthened by time, it is next to im-
roﬂi le to change.  Far be it from me to
- {ay any thing in oppofition to the infinite-

-




=-a

LI I A

PR AR T N

—~

£ 11 3.

we=and abfolute fovereignty of God;
but let us allo beware of conlidering thefe as
oppoled to the natural courfe of things, or
the ule and efficacy of means. We have
many warnings upon this fubjeft in ferip-
ture, where the recovery ofan habitual and
hardenced finner, is hikened to a natural im-
poflibility, Jer. xiii. 23.—Can the Ethiopian
change his fiin, or the leopard his [pots @ them
may ye alfo do goed that are accufiomed to do
evil. God will relerve to himlelf his own

abfolute fovercigntirl,ebut it 1s at every  fin-
ners own peril if he prefume upon it and

abufeit. )
_5. This declaration of our Saviour—0f

Such is the kingdom. of God—may imply,

that, in fa&t, thereal difciples of Ghrilt chiefly
confift of thofe who are called:intheir earlia
er years. The vifible church of Chrift 1
a numerous and mixed fociety; but his my{-

- tical body, confifting” of real  believers, °I

think we are warranted from this paffage of

{cripture and others, as well as the :m;ﬁogy

of faith,.and the reafon and natureof things,
to fuppole, confifts for the moft part of thofe

"who are called in infancy and youth. This

is an important truth, and deeply fraught
with inftruétion to all, of every rank. There
are {fome called after a courfe of oppofition
‘to God, but there are few in comparifon ;
therefore the apoftle Paul ftyles himfelf—
Oneborn out of dus tinie, Perhaps experience:
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2~ a delherate view el ihe Mate cftheworld,
15 {uincient to prove this avorbion. Thein-
ftances of converfion 1o advanced life, are
very rarc; and when i feerns to happen, it
15 periraps mell commonly the refurrection
of thoic fteds wi:ich were fown 1n infarcy,
tut had been lenyg fiifled by the viclerce of
youthlu] paflions, or the purfuits of ambi-
- ion and tize hurry of an aciivehife. 1 have
known feveral irflances of the infirutions
long neglected of deceafed parents, at laft
rifing up, allerting their authority, and pro-
ducing the deepeit penitence and rezl refor-
mation. But my experience furnilhes me
" with no cxamyle of one brought up n igno-
-yance acc fecurlty, after along courfe of pro-.
funels terning. at the clofe ot lile, to the
Aervice of the living Cod. . e moft com-
mon cafe is, that the decp fleep continues
to the luf, and, as tie Lwing s, they die
asthey live; thoush infome iuflanges, when
“the fins have been o e grodicit kind, con-
{cience awakens at their poing ofl the ftage,
and they feem, as it were, ©O %egin the tor-
ments cf hell with the terror of defpair.
You will {ind in fone pratiical wiitcrs an
:oginion,or fentiment,thiat feemsnotiiifound-
-ed o the following purpofe, ¢Some are cal-
led at the eleventh hour that none may defs
‘pair,’and therearefew thatnow may prefume,
Others make a  diftinétion; not without
ground, as it feems founded upon the wifs

1
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-dom ard equity of the divine government
"That when the golpel comes to a people
that had long fitten m darknels, there may
be numerous converts ol all ages ; but when
the golpel has beenlong preached in plenty
and purity, and ordinences regularly admi«
niftered, few but tholewho arccalled inearly
Jife are ever called at all. A very judicious
=nd pious writer, Mr. Richard Baxter, is of
©opinion, that ina regular ftate of the church,
and a tolerable meafure of faithfulnefs and

_purity in its o/ficers ; family nilryétion and

overnment are the ulual means of conver-
A1on, public ordinances of edification. Thig
feems agrecable to the language of ferip-
ture; for we are told God hath fet in the

church apofiles, prophets, evangelifis, paflors

.and tcacf , (not for converting {inners,
but) for per/Cling of the favnts for e work

2 ifying of the body
of Chrift. It fecms to add further weight to
this, that moft of “wofe whoare recorded in
Afcripture as eminent {or piety, were called
.dn early life ; und we know rot but it may
‘have been the cafe with others, though not
particularly mentioned : Thofe I have in
wiew, are Abraham, Mofes, Samuel, David,
Solomon, Jofiah, Daniel azid the three Chil-
dren, in the Old Teftament, andinthe New,

of the minifivy, and the edifying

- John Baptift and Johnthe beloved difciplé ;
of whom I may juft obferve, that no other

Feafop has ever been given for the Savipur's

\
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diftinguifling him by particular afeflion,
but that he was the youngeft of the twelve.
6. In the laft place this declaration 1m-
'p!ie;, that the comnarative innocence of
children is a leflon to us, and an emblem»
of the temper and carriage of Chrift’s real
difciples. This inftruétion we are not lefe
to infer for ourfcives. Our Lord has made
the remark in the paffage where the texe-
Ayes, VWhafoever fhallnot receive the kingdome.
of Godas a little child fhall not enter therein.
This 15 direétly levelled againft the pride of
felf fufficiency, and every rough and boift-
-erous paflion. It is remarkable that the ve-
ry fame imageis made ufe of in feveral pal-
{azes of fcripture. Thus Mat. xviit. 1,2, 3,4«
Al the fame time came the difciples unto fefus,,
Juving, Who s the greateft in the kingdom
of heaven @ And Fefuscalled e little child un-
‘to him, and [zt himin the midft of them, and

verted, and becowne as little children, ye fhalh
not enter into thekingdom of heaven. Whofoe.
ver therefore fhall humble himfelf as this lit
tle child, the fame is greateft in the king~
dom of heaven. So alfo the apofile Paul,

‘g Cor. xiv. 20. Brethren be not children

wn underflanding :  howbeit in malice be ye

- ehuldren, but in underflanding be men :—And
- further, 1 Peter ji. 1, 2, Wherefore laying a-

fide all malice; and all guile, and hypocrijfes
and envies; and all .gvi j}&e&éings,ﬁu ‘new

NS re e e e . 3 S
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dornbabes, dcfire the fincere milk of the word,

2hat yemay grow thereby. The graces of the, -
dpiritual life recommended to us by this,
beautiful image, are humility, gentlenels,
teachablcnels, fincerity, and eafinefls to be
reconciled ; all which are remarkable in
young perfons, and are frequently loft or
vitiated by growing years.

I come now to make a practical improve-
ment of the fubieft, which fhall be confincd

10 pointing out the duties fuggelted by the
foregoing truths, as they are feverally in-
cumbenton, 1.parents; 2.children; g.every
hearer of the gofpel.
1. Letusconfider the duties incumbent on
arents. Isitfo that of children orinfants the

Redeemer{aid,of fuchisthekincdomof God.

++ Then parents fhould be( l)thaxﬁ:ful. Thank-

fulnefs is a happy frame of {pirit 1n 1fclf,
and powerfully reconciles the mind to dif-
ficult and animates it to important duties.
Be thankful then for the honour thatis done
you, for the truft that is repofed in you, and.
for the encouraging promife of God to af-
fift and accept of you in the difcharge of it.
Chuldren are tlhe gift of God, and the fruit of
dne womb ts his reward. I cannot eafily
figure to mylecifany greater carthly blefling
than to have children to be the objetts of
your care and diligence while you live, and
to inherit your name and {ubftance when
you yourflelves mult, in the courlc of nature,
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go oTthe Race,  And is it a hittle honout.
to be mtrufied with the care of thefe ratis
onal creatures of God, born for immor:ali-
;y, and whole prefent peace and future wels
are depend fo much on your condutt ?
Are you not called to prepare members for
the church of Chrilt P—for of fuch s his kirg-
don 3 and however important the minift
of the gofpal is, (which I fhould be the la
to detralt from) you may kaow, that it 18
out of a minifters power to {peak to the un-
derftanding of thofe who are not prepared
by previous infirudiion. But above all how
thankful fhould you be for the encourages
z your children to

fnent given you to bring

the Saviour, and the promife of his blefling;;
He took thein wp in fus o vinplaid his hands
on them and bleffid 1.~ Fehers! Mo«
‘thers | What grougd_: 72l .0 the con-
defeending Savionr. 1. vy o

- (2.) Be early 2. .djji b, ¢ inltrultion.
This is the grey,. ot ;.lieatial evidence
¥ou are called to ui, | -of your thankfulnefs

or the mercy. You have heard that chil«
dren are much more.eatly capable of re-
ceiving benefit by outward means than 18
commonly fuppofed : Let not, therefore,
the devil and the world be too far before-
hand with you, in poflefling their fancy, en-
gaging therr affettions, and milleading their
judgment. Is it a fable, or do I {peak truth
when I fay, many children learn to {weas




R T e R A

e

(17 )

before they learn to pray. Itis indeed af-

fefting, to a ferious mind, to hear children
lifping out ill pronounced oaths, or fcurrilous
and {colding :Rmfe, or even impurities which
they do not underftand ; fo that the firft fen-
timents they form, -and the firft words they
utter, are thofe of impiety, malice or obicenity.
Nay, I have feen children in their mother’s
arms attually taught to fcold, by uttering.an;
gry founds, before they could fpeak one word
with cifbinétnefs. It is wholly impoiTible for
me here to introduce a fyftem of directions
as to the method of ear(y mitruction ; this
muft be learned elfewhere and at another,
time; but I mean to imprefs your minds,
with a fenfe of the importance and neccilis
ty of the duty, and I will add the ¢ficacy of
it. Remember the connexion between the
duty and the promife—Traunupa child in the
way he fhould go. and when he is old he will not.
depart fromit. 1 knew a pious and judicious.
minifter, who affirmed, that we did not give:
credit to that part of God’s word if we did not:
believe the certainty of the promife. as well as.
the obligation of the duty ; he was of opinion,,
that every parent, when it feemed tofail, (hould
conclude, that he himle!f had been uaduuiiul,
and pot that God had been unfaithful.

- (3.) Becircumfpett and edifying in your ex-
ample. Allthe arguinents that prels the former
exhortation, apply with the fwme, pevhaps ID
may {ay, with double {orceto tins.  Example

C
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is itfelf the moft powerful and fuccefsful in-

ftruftion ; and example is neceflary to_give
meaning atd influence to all other inftruétion.
This is one of the oldeft maxims upon the
fubje€t of education:—The Roman Satyrift
fays, “ N7l diflu vifuve [c:dum hac limina
tangat intra que puer ¢ft.” Let nothingbafebe
feen or heard withinthefe walls in which achild
is. And ifchildren naturally form their fenti-
ments,habitsand manners,by imitationof others
in general, how much more powerful muft be
the example of parents, who are every hour
in their fight, whom nature teaches them, and
whom duty obliges them to love, and when it
comes recommended by the continual inter-
courfe, and the endearing fervices that flow
from that intimate relation. ,

(4-) Laftly,Parents are taught herglpcrfeve-
rance and importunity in prayer. This, in-
deed, is an important thing upon every f{ub-
je€t of our requefts to God. Our Saviour fpoke
a parable on purpofe to teach men, that they
fhould pray and not faint, Luke xviii. 1. And
ifwe are called to believe, that if we aft any
thing agreeable to his will he heareth us, what
more agreeable to his will than frecluent and
importunate prayer for the temporal and {pi-
ritua]‘hippinefs of children—W hat a fupport
this t& the faith of prayer. You ought, at the
fame time to remember that, as the prophet
Jeremiah fays, it is good for a man to hope and
quietly to wait for the falvation of God.. The
anfwer of prayer may come at a-much greater
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diftance than we are apt to look forit. There
s a remarkable anecdote handed down to us,
reflpefling the famous St. Auguftine. He was

‘the fon vf an em'mcml% pious  woman, whole

name was Monica, yet he was in his youth ve-
1y loofe and diforderly. One of his fellow citi-
zens, it is faid, feeing him pafs along the ftreet,
refleted upon him  with great feverity, as a
difgrace tofociety ; but another made anfwer,
that he was not without hopes of him after
all, for he thought it next to impoffible that
the fon of fo many prayers fhould perith.—
And weknow that, in fa&t, he became in due
time one of the moft eminent champions for
evangelical truth. There is not the leaft doubt
that many prayers, and efpecially of this kind,
may have their anfwer and accomplifhment
after the believer that offered them has been
many years fleeping in the duft.

2.” The truths above illuftrated, fuggeft im-
portant advices to children, that is, to fuch
young perfons. as are able to underftand and
'apgl rthem. (1; Preferve a tendernefs of heart,
and be thankful that you arenot yet hardened
by habitual guilt, nor fentenced to perpetual
barrennefs by thejudgment of a righteous God..
Efteem, embrace; improve the precious but
flying {eafon. Hearken to the inftruétions of
parents; theadmonitions of paftors ; the leflons.
of providence, and the ditates of God’s holy
Spurit {peaking by the confcience. Think of
the amiablenefs of early piety in the ﬁg{:t of

. men; and its acceptablenefs. in the fight of
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God—1 love them that love me, fays he by his
proplet; aad thoy that feck me carly fhall find
. . ,
(2.) Be not fauisficd with, or trut in out-
ward privileges. 1f you are the clildren of
pious parents, who have lived near to God ;
3 you have been favored with early inftruéti-
on, unlels thefe advantages are improved, they
will not plead for, but againit you at.the greag
Gay.. Ilis is the diftate botly of {eripture and
rcaton, b0 whom focper muchis grven,of themmuuc

wi/t be svenared. There 1s a common faying,
thatis neithieragreeableto truth nor experience,
and vet fomeumes, ohtains belief i a blinded
world, that the children of good people are as
bad as any ; as if early education, which 1s of
fo much influence in learning every thing elle,
fhould have no effcct in religion. . On the
contrzry, where do we expect to find pious
youth but in pious families, or fober and 1in-
duftripus youth but 1n {ober and induftrious
families ¥ I fhould call that man prudent in
the conduft of life, who in the cﬁoige of - a
{fervant, anapprentice, ora partner in bufinefs,
would pay almoft as much attention te the
blood and parentage, as to the perfon with
whom he wastobe inmcdiately conneéted. But
ifwetake notice of what prebably gaveoccafion
to the miftake, viz. that the w’viczed children of
pious parents are the worft of any, itisatruth of
the utmoff moment, and eafily accounted for.
They burft afunder the firongeft ties, they are
> ~der the unhappy neceflity of maftering con-
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fcience by high handed wickednefs, and com-
anonly come to {peedy and deferved ruin: | fe
hat berng oftenreproved hardenetlilis neck, fhadl
fuddenly be deftroyed, and that without 1cmedy.
~(8.) Donat fausfy yourlelves, with a name to
live while you are dead. Though, fome young
perfons, religioufly educated, rﬁy. falling into
diffolute focicty, become open profligates, thene
are others who rctain the form. without the
life of religion : Therefore, if nature hath given
you amiable difpofitions; if thefe have been
<ultivated by a pious and prudent educations; -
if you feel the refiraint of natural confcience ;
if you are defirous of public praife, or afraid
of; public fhame, do not neglett any of thefe
prelervatives from fin; but yet endeavor te
obtain, and {ee that you be governed by a pria-
ciple fuperior to them all, the hope of>i,ina1,ac-
ceptance with God through Chrift. Afk of
him to give you a new heart, and a new fpirit,
to create you in Chrift Fefus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained, that we fhouid
walk in them. - . R
In the laft place, this fubjeft fuggefls
{ome important Inftruftions to the hearers.
the gofpel in general. (1.) Lofe no time
in providing for your great and beft intereit.
Every argument that tends to {hew the impor-
tanceof early piety,may be applied, with equal
or greater force, to fhew the danger of delay
in more advanced years. What is wife or a-
miable in youth, is neceffary-to thofe who are
nearer their journey’s end. But confidering
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myfelf as fpeaking to profeffing Chriftians,
wzat I would earneftl agvife yeou, is, to apply
the principles above laid down, to particular
urpofes, as well as to your general conduét.
If confcience or providence has pointed out
.10 you any thing that you may dotoadvantage,
either for yourfelves or others, lofe notime 1n
fettmg about 1t, beeaufe you do not know how
little ime may be yours: Sefays the wifeman,
Ecc. x. 10. Whatfoever thy hand findeth te
&o, do 1t with thy might : for there 1s me werk,
o7 device, nor knowledge, meor wifdom, in the
grave whether thou goef. '
(2.) Do not forget the mmprovement of
this fubje®, which our Saviour himfelf has
ointed out ; imitate the temper of children ;
Kam to be humble and teachable, gentle and
ealy to be catreated. Both watch and pray
againft all violent attachments, rude and
-boifterous paflions, and deep rooted refent--
‘ment. Oblerve how the little lambs lay
down their refentment, and forget their quar-
_vels.  Under this particular, it is proper-to re-
commend a decency of deportment, and a con-
tempt of all vanity and affeltation, as well as
fimplicity and fincerity of fpeech, and a con~
tempt of all artifice and refinement. The a-
‘poltle has given an excellent defcription of
this, 2 Cor. 1. 12. For our rejoicing is this, the
teflimonyof our confcience, thatin rmplicityand
- gadly fincerity,not with flefhly wifdom, but bythe
grace of God, we have had our conver[ationim
the world. - AR
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- {3.) Setagood example before-others in ge-
neral, but efpecially young perfons. The old
rule, Maxima debetur pueris reverentia, ought
tQ be pondered as well as recollefted. It is of
much importance what our vifible condutt is,
at all times and 1n all places, becaufe we con-
tinually contribute to form each others temp-

~ ers and habits ; but greater caution is necefla-

:‘Kein prelence of young perfons, both becaufe
y are moft prone to imitation, and becaufe
they have the leaft judgment to make proper
diftinttions, or to refule the evil and choofe
thegood. Some inftances might be given, in
which things might be faid or done, before per-
fons of full undeérftanding, without injury, that
could not be done without injury, or at leaft
without danger, before perfons in early life.
. (4.) Inthelaft place, be not wanting in your
endeavors and prayers for the public intereft
of religion, and the profperity of the Redeem-
er’s kingdom. Support, by your conduét and
converfation, the public credit of religion.—
What is more powerful over the minds of
men and the manners of the age, than public
opinion. It is more powerful than the moft
fanguinary laws. And what is public opinion?
It is formed by the fentimentsthatare moft fre-
uently heard, and moft approved in conver-
ation. Had we a juft fenfe of the importance
of vifible religion, what a powerful principle
would it be of prudent, watchful, guarcﬁed
conduét in every ftate and circumftance of
life. Whatever reafon there may be to com~
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plain of the frequency of hypocrify, or feeking
the applaufc\of‘ men, I am afraid there is no
Iels reafon to complain of the want of atten-
tion to that precept of the apoftle, Look net
every man on his own things, E&t’ every man -al-
foonthethings of others; or of dur Lord him-«
felf, Matt. v. 10. Let your light fo fhine before
men, that they may fee your good works, and glo
xify your Father which isin heaven. T appre-
herrd-that thefe feemingly oppofite faults, are
not always feparated, but often found in the
fame perfons ; that 13 to fay, there may be
firong defire after, and endeavor to obtair
public applaufe by a few {plendid and popular
aftions, and vet but little attention to that
prudent and exemplary condut, which pro-
motes public ufefulnefs. Confider'what you
Rave heard, and the Lord give you underftan-
ding to improve and apply 1t, for Chnift’s fake.
AMEN. ' o
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