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ADVERTISEMEN T.

IT ſeems proper to acquaint the public with the reaſon

and intention of this publication . It had been the cuſ.

tom in the college of New-Jerſey, from its firſt eſtabliſh

ment, that the Preſident ſhould addreſs a particular ex

hortation to the ſenior ſtudents every year, who were to

receive the firſt degree in the arts and leave college . But

laſt year, he thought it proper to make a collection or

ſummary of all the advices that had been given to the

young gentlemen for their conduct in life, in different

ycars, under diſtinct heads, in order that they might be

publiſhed. He was the more induced to this, that ſea

veral inſtances have happened of gentlemen, educated

at this college, fignifying that they thought they had

received advantage, in many ſituations, by recollecting

the advices given them at their graduation , for their

conduct in life . He therefore now puts the whole into

their hands, and into thoſe of all who are willing to ac
cept of it , as the fruit of long experience and confider

able attention to the courſe of human affairs, carneſtly

withing that they may be uſeful and eminent as citizens ,

ſcholars, patriots ; andat the ſame time befeechingthem ,

that in any, or all , of theſe characters, they may neither
forget nor be aſhamed to be Chriftians.
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AN

ADDRESS

TO THE

S T U D E N T S

TO THE

S E N I OR CL ASS,

Oy THE LORD'S DAY PRECEDING COMMENCEDENTO

September 23 , 1787

GENTLEMEN,

As
you have now finiſhed the uſual courſe of ſtudy

in this place, and are to enter upon public life, in a va

riety of ways, as cach ſhall be determined,by inclination
or other circumſtances; I willingly embrace the oppos

tunity of addreſſing an exhortation to you, at this im

portant and intereſting period of your lives. I do not

mean to ſay much, ifany thing, that you have never heard

before, but to lay hold of your preſent ſituation , with

ſome hope , that what may be ſaid now, will remain up

on your memory , and havean influence upon your fu

ture conduct. That I may ſpeak with the greater clear

neſs and preciſion , I will divide what I have to ſay, into

three branches : I. Your duty to God, and the intereſt

of your ſouls : II . The proſecution of your ſtudies , or
the improvement of your talents as members of ſociety:

III . Prudence in your commerce with the world in ge

neral, your outward proviſion , and other circumstances
in life,
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As to the first of thcſe, it is to all men , of the greateſt

moment. Some of you , I know , and more, I hope, are

intended for the ſervice of Chriſt in the miniſtry. To this

we have the univerſal ſuffrage, that true religion is ab

folutely neceifary, with which I heartily agree. But I

I with thofe who are deſtined for other employments,

may not fometimes make a compariſon here unjust in it

ſelf, and dangerous, perhaps, even ruinous to their own

fouls. Becauſe true religion is neceſſary to a miniſter ,

and they are conſcious to themſelves, or at leaſt, ſuſpect

that they are without religion ; inſtead of laying to heart

the things that belong to their peace , they only determine

that they will follow iomcothercalling. Butalas, though

the difference to the public is very great, the difference

to the perſons themſelves, ſeems to mebut very ſmall.

A clergymun without religion , to be ſure, is a dreadful

character, and when viſible, a deteſtable one ; but truly

one would think at the cloſe of life, it will be but little

comfort to a man, that he muſt go to the place of tor

ment, not as a miniſter, but as a lawyer, phyſician, fol

alier, or merchant. Therefore fuffer me to ſay to you,

and to all who now hear mc, that the care of your ſouls

is the one thing needful. All mankind , of every rank,

denomination and profeſion, are finners by nature. The

miniſters of the New Teſtament have received a com

million to preach the goſpel to every creature : “ He that

believeth hall be ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be

damned . ”

While I ſay this, I beg ofyou to conſider that the ad

vantages which you have enjoyed, will be an aggravation

of your guilt, ifthey are unimproved. There is an equity

as well as wiſdom often to be obſerved in the providence

of God. Unleſs reaſons of ſovereignty, that is, reaſons

unknown to us, prevent it , judgment will be inflicted,

when a perſon or people is ripe for the ſtroke. There

fore as ſome plants and feeds, both from their own na

ture and from the foil and ſituation in which they are

placed ripen ſooner than others , ſo ſome perſons, by the

carly pains taken upon them , and the privileges they

ور
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have enjoyed, fill up the meaſure of their iniquities foon

er than others , and are more ſpeedily overtaken with de

ſerved vengeance. There are many common ſayings

that are the effects of error and prejudice; for example,

that which you will be told by many, that the children

of good men are as bad as any. If this is intended to in

finuate that a regular and pious education affords no

ground of hope for good behaviour in after life, it is at

once contrary to reaſon and experience. But if we ſhould

ſay that when young perſons piouſly educated , burſt re

ſtraining bonds aſſunder, and are ſeduced into vicious

courſes , they commonly run faller and farther than

others , it is acertain fact, which may be eaſily accounted

for, and affords an important inſtruction to all.

After intreating you to lay religion to heart, I muit

beſeech you toguard againſtbeing too eaſily ſatisfied inz

a matter of infinite moment. Do not think it enough to

be prudent, cautious, or decent in your conduct, or to

attain a character formed upon worldly principles and

governed by worldly motives . I am not againſt ( as you

all know ) introducing every argument againſt fin , and

thewing you that loote practices are ruinous to name,

body, and eſtate. Neither is it wrong that you thould

fortify every pious reſolution by the addition of theſe

motives . But alas ! the evil lies deeper.

man be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of

God.” True religion muſt ariſe from a clear and deep

conviction of your loſt ſtate, by nature and practice, and

an unfeigned reliance on the pardoning mercy and fanc

tifying grace of God.

Suffer me, upon this ſubject, earneſtly to recommend

to all that fear God, to apply themſelves from their car

lieft youth, to the exerciſes of piety , a life of prayer and

communion with God . This is the ſource from which a

real Chriſtian muſt derive the ſecret comfort of his heart ,

and which alone will give beauty, conſiſtency, and uni

fcrmity to an examplary life . The reaſon why I have

mentioned it on this occaſion is , that youth , when the

ſpirits are lively, and the affections vigorous and Itrong ,

• Except a
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is the ſeaſon when the habit muſt be formed . There are

advantages and diſadvantages attending every ſtage of

lile. An aged Chriſtian will naturally grow in prudence,

vigilance, usefulneſs ; attention to the courſe of Provi.

dence, and ſubjection to the divine will , but will feldom

attain to greater fervour of afſcction and life, in divine

worſhip , than he had been accuſtomed to from his early

years . On the contrary , he will generally ſee it necef

ſary , inſtead of truſting to occaſional impulſes to guard

and ſtrengthen the habit by order and form .

Be companions of them that fear God. Efteem them

always motlighly, and thun , as a contagiouspeftilence,

the ſociety, not only of looſe perſons, but ofthoſe eſpecie

ally, whon you perceive to be infected with the princi

ples of infidelity , or enemies to the power of religion.

Many of theſe aremuch more dangerous to pious per :

fons than open profligates : as for theſe laft , decency is

againſt them , the world itſelf, condemns them, reaſon

deſpiſes them , and prudence fhuns them . He muſt have

a very mean tale indeed, who is capable of finding plea

ſure in diſorder and riot . If I had no higher pleaſure

on earth than in eating and drinking, I would not chuſe

to eat and drink with the drunken . Order, neatneſs,

elegance , and even moderation.itſelf, are neceſſary to ex

alt and refine the pleaſures of a fenſual life. Therefore I

will not allow myſelf to ſuppoſe , that I ſhall afterwards
hear

any of you roaring and ſwearing in taverns, or

waſting your bodies and eſtates by lewdneſs and de

bauchery, or that you take pleafure in thoſe who do ſo .

But be eſpecially careful to avoid thoſe who are enemies

to vital piety, who do not pretend to ſpeak directly a.

gainſt religion, but give every ill name they can think

of, to all who ſeem to be in carneſt on that ſubject, and

viiify the exerciſes of religion under the names of whin

ing, cant, grimace, and hypocriſy. Theſe are often un.

happily ſucceſsful in making ſome uncautious perſons aa

ſhamed oftheir Redeemer'sname, his truths , his laws,

his people, and his croſs.
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I need hardly obſerve that this is not to be underſtood

as recommending pharifaical pride and ſuperciliouſneſs ,

far leſs a raſh and preſumptuous judging of the ſtate of

others. It is not only lawful, but our duty, to liave a free

communication with our fellow -citizens, for the purpoſes

ofſocial life : It is not only lawful but our duty to be coura

tecus, and to give every proper evidence of reſpect and

attention toothers, according to their rank andplace in

ſociety. What I mean to caution you againſt, isan un
ncceffary, voluntary intercourſe, ſuch ashas inclination

for its motive, and pleaſure for its object. With reſpect

to this, we need not heſitate to ſay, with the inſpired pro

phet , “ He that walketh with wiſe men, ſhall be wiſe ;

but a companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed .”

II . I come now to ſpeak a little
uponthe proſecution

of your ſtudies, and the improvement of your talents.

Your education in a feminary of learning, is only intend

ed togive you the elements and firſt principles of ſcience,

which ſhould whetyour appetite for more , andwhich will

enable you to proceed with an allured hope of ſucceſs .

It hath been generally a favourite point with me, to re
commend the union of piety and literature, and to guard

young perfons againſt the oppoſite extremes. We fee

ſometimes the pride of unſanctified knowledgedogreat
injury to religion ; and on the other hand, we find fome

perſons of real piety deſpiſing human learning, and diſ

gracing the moſt glorious truths , by a mcanneſs and un

decency, hardly fufferable, in their manner ofhandling
them . On this account , induſtry and application to ſtudy

is of the utmoſt importance to thoſe who are intended for

the office of the miniſtry.

· But I have it further in view, to recommend to you

all, without exception , a life of diligence and application.

Avoid floth as a dangercus enemy. l'ear it , hate it, and

deſpiſe it . It is a common ſaying, that men do not know

their own weakneſs ; but it is true , and a truth more im

portant , that they do not know their own ſtrength . I de.

fire that you will receive the following information from

me, which , I dare lay, every perſon of judgment and

;
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experience will confirm , that multitudes of moderate ca.

pacity have been uſeful in their generation, reſpected by

the public, and ſucceſsful in lifc , while thoſe of ſuperior

talents from naiure, by mere Rothfulneſs and idle habits,

or ſelf-indulgence, have lived uſeleſs , and died contempt.

ible. Thereis alio a difpofition in young people, which ,

you know , I have oftenfct myſelf to oppoſe; to think that

looſe, irregular fallies , and ſometimes even vitious liber

ties , are a ſign of ſpirit and capacity. The very con .

trary is the truth. It requires no genius at all to do miſ

chief. Perſons of the greateſt ability have generally been

lovers of order. Neither is there any inſtance to be found

of a man's arriving at great reputation or uſefulneſs, be

his capacity what it miglit , without induſtry and appli

cation .

Suffer me here, in a particular manner, to recom

mend to you a firmneſs of mind and ſtcady perſeverance,

as of the utmoſt moment to your progreſs and ſucceſs,
Whatever a man's talents from nature may be, if he ap

ply himſelf to what is not altogether unſuitable to them,

and hold on with ſteadineſs and uniformity, he will be

uſeful and happy ; but if he be looſe and volatile , impa

tient of the flowneſs of things in their uſual courſe, and

thifting from project to project, he will probably neither
be the one nor the other.

· I am ſomewhat at a loſs what to ſay as to character

and reputation ; yet it is ſo important a point, that it muſt

not be omitted. True religion ſhould furniſh you with a

higherand nobler principle to govern your conduct, than

the deſire of applauſe from men . Yet, in ſubordination

to what oughtto be the great purpoſe of life, the appro

bation of the Supreme Judge , there is a juſt and laudable

ambition to do what is praiſe worthy amongmen. This

ought not to be extinguiſhed in the minds of youth;be

ing a powerful ſpur and incitement to virtuous or illuſ

trious actions . A truly good man will ſeek no praiſe but

by honeſt means, and will be ſuperior even to diſgrace

itſelf, if brought upon him by adherence to his duty.
Yet will he all be tender and careful not to give juſt
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cauſe to any to impeach his conduct. If I might be per .

mitted to direct your views upon this ſubject, I would ſay,

conſider that your character is already beginning toform .

Every ſtep you take further in life, will both aſcertain

and ſpread it . You ought alſo to be informed, that not .

withſtandingallthehackneyed complaints ofthe partiali

ty and cenſoriouſneſs of the world , a man's real charac

ter, in point of ability, is never miſtaken, and but ſeldon

in point of morals. That there are many malicious and

cenſorious perſons, I agree ; but lies are not half fo dur

able as truth . There is an impartiality in a diffuſive pub

lic , which will ſhew itſelfwhere means of information are

afforded to it . Therefore reverence the judgment of

mankind, without idolizing it . . Be as cautious as poſ

{ible to do nothing that deſerves cenfure , and as little

concerned as poflible what reproaches may fall upon

you undeſerved. It is not a contradiction, but perfect

ly cortiſtent to fay, a I. ian ſhould be tender and even

jealous of his character, and yet not greedy of praiſe.

There is an amiableneſs and dignity in the firſt, but a

meanneſs and littleneſs in the lait .

Another advice, near a-kin to the laſt is , do as much

2s you can to deſerve praiſe, and yet avoid as much as

pollible the hearing of it . This is but another view of

the ſame ſubject ; and that it may be the niore uſeful,

and my intention in it the more manifeſt, I will extend

it both to praiſe and diſpraiſe. When you come into

public life, and become the objects of general attention ,

not only guard againſt filhing for applauſe, and being

inquiſitive after what people think or lay of you , but a

void knowing it as much as you decently can . My rea

ſon for this is, that whether youwill or not , you will hear

as much of the ſlanders of your enemies as you will bear

with patience, and asmuch ofthe flattery of your friends ,

or intereſted perſons, as you will bear with humility .

Therefore prepare yourſelf for both , but feck for neither.

Several eminent authors, as you doubtleſs know, have

given it as an advice to young clergymen , and other
B
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public ſpeakers , to get a friend who is a good jadges

and intreat him to make remarks upon their compofition ,

carriage, delivery, &c . with fidelity . I have nothing to

fuy againit the goodneſs of the advice in itſelf ; but at the

ſame time, I have no great conviction of the neceſſity of

even utility of it . It is very feldom that advice is aſked

in this manner, but with a view to obtain a compliment,

and ſtill feldomer that it is given with ſufficient freedom

and impartiality . If any man has humility and ſelf-de.

nial erough to wiſh to know his own faults, there will

be little difñculty in diſcovering them . Or, if we could

fuppoſe there were difficulty to himfelf, his enemics or

rivals, or talkative people , though they be neither the

one nor the other, will ſupply the defect. Perhaps you

will think, that in the ſtrictures of malice and envy, there

is generally an acrimony that has no great tendency to

retorm ; like a ruſty knife, which makes a very painful

wound, though not very deep . I agree to this fully,

and yet affirm , that there is ſo much the more virtue,

ſo much the more wiſdom , and perhaps I may add, ſo

much the more pleaſure in making this uſe of them .

I conclude this part of my ſubject, with adviſing you

to maintain a friendship with one another, and to carry

the intimacies of carly life, through the whole of it . To

this Iadd, that you ought to defire and cultivate the

correſpondence of men of piety and learning. Man
made for fociety, derives his chief advantages of every

kind, from the united efforts of many conſpiring to the

fame end . As to piety, nothing is more eſſential to it

than ſocial communication ; it properly conſiſts in the

fupreme love of God , and fervent charity to all men.

The Chriſtian, alſo , hath need of the alliſtance of others

in his paffage through this world ,where he has ſomuch
oppoſition to encounter. Thoſe who deſerve this charac

ter, are faid to be pilgrims and ſtrangers in the earth.

Therefore they ought to keep together, left they loſe

their way . They comfort each other in diſtreſs ; they
allift each other in doubts and difficulty; they embold .

en each other by their example, and they allilt each other
by thcir prayers.
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This is no leſs the caſe in reſpect to literature. It has:

been obſerved , that great and eminent men have gene.

rally , in every nation , appeared in cluſters. The rea

ſon of this probably is , that their ſociety and mutual in

tercourſe greatly adds to their improvement, and gives

force and vigour tothe talents which they may ſeverally

poſleſs. Nothing is ſo powerful an incitement to dili.

gerce, or ſo kindles the beſt ſort of ambition, as the

friendihip , advice , and affiftance of men of learning and

The approbation of one ſuch , is of more value

to a noble mind , than peals of applauſe from an undir

cerning multitude. Befides, the alliſtance which men

of letters give to each other, is really neceíTary in the exc

cution of particular works of great compaſs and utility .

If it is by the labours of preceding ages , that it is now

pollble in one life to attain to ſuch a degree of knowledge

as we have ſometimes ſeen ; ſo it is by the concurrence

of many friends lending their aſſtance, that one man
has been ſometimes abie to preſent to the public a fyr

tem of ſcience , which, without that aid, he alone would

have in vain attempted to bring to perfection . There is

no circumſtance which throws this new country ſo far

back , in point of ſcience, as the want of public libraries,

where thorough reſearches might bemade, and the ſmall

number oflearned mentoailift in making theſe reſearches

practicable, eaſy, or complete.

III . The lait head on which I promiſed to give you

my advice, was prudence in your communication with

the world in general, your outward proviſion and other

circumſtances that conduce to the happineſs and com

fort of life. On this ſubject, I begin with what I have

often recommended to you, frugality in the manage

ment of your affairs; order and exactneſs in your dreſs,

furniture, books , and keeping of accounts . Nothing

could be further from my mind than to recommend the

temper or conduct of avaricious men, whoſe fordid ſouls

have no higier ambition, and indeed , hardly any other

defire, than that of getting pelf. This is not only un

becoming a gentleman and a ſcholar, but in my opinion,
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aholly inconſiſtent with the chara er. I never know an

instance of a perſon in whom this diſpoſition took place

in early life, that could apply to ſtudy, or that became

eminent in any thing that was good. The opposite vice

is the common fault of youth , and it is againt this I

would caution you . The frugality I would recom

mend, is that of an independent mind, that fears and

ſcorns ſubjection to others , and remembers the juſt ſay

ing of Solomon , “ That the borrower is ſervant to the

lender.” That frugality which ariſes from order and

aconomy, is not only conſiſtent with, but it is the pa

rent of liberality of ſentiment , and generoſity of con- '

duct . It is indeed the ſource of beneficence, for no

man can bełtow out of an empty purſe. On the other

hand, covetouſneſs and profuiion, are by no means re

pugnant to each other, and indeed they are more fre .

quently joined than many apprehend. The ſtricture of

Salluft, in the character of Catiline , alieni appetens fue

profufits, has been often cited, and may generally be

applied to looſe and profligate livers . I hope therefore,

you will learn betimes to diſtinguiſh between the virtue

and the vice , and to adhere tothe one as much as you

de!pile the other.

I will make an obſervation here , which may be ap

plied not only to the diſtinction of character in this in

ítance, but in almoſt every other that has been or ſhall

be mentioned . It will be much your intereſt, if you

learn betimes to make not a haſty but a deliberate and

candid judgment, when you infer character from ap

pearances . The habits oflife which men contract, give

a bias to their opinions, and even a tincture to their

converſation and phraſeology. Perſons inclined to levity

and diſſipation, will often aſcribe to covetouſneſs, what

ariſes from very different cauſes. I have known even in

youth , a perſon declining to engage in a partyofpleaſure,

accuſed by his companions as mean and ſneaking, and

afraid of his purſe; when, in reality, it was not that he

loved money more, but pleaſure leſs. It may ſometimes
happen , that a perſon of principle will ſee it proper to
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decline meeting of fefivity , though not directly finful,

as an unneceffary waſte of time, orfrom ſome other cir:

cumſtance to him dangerous and enſnaring. I haveals

ſo ſeen perſons more advanced in years , who from a ha.

bit, perhaps a neceſſary habit of ſtrict temperance, and

retired manner of life, were very ſparing of perſonal ex

pence, and even not much diſpoſed to ſocial inter

courſe, and therefore called cloſe or covetous ; and yet,

when applied to for a pious and charitable purpoſe,

would be much more liberal than others of an op

poſite turn of mind. Obſervations perfectly fimilar

might be made upon the oppoſite character of liber

ality. It is not every kind of openneſs of heart that in.

dicates profuſion. We are told by Solomon, “ That

the liberal ſoul fall be made fat,” Prov. xi. 25. And ,

by the prophet Iſaiah , that “ The liberal deſireth liberal

things, and by liberal things he ſhall he eſtabliſhed ,”

Iſa. xxxii . 8. From theſe contraſted remarks, I infer ,

that as it is ſeldom neceſſary to judge peremptorily of
others, ſo forbearance, and the moſt charitable allow

ance, is both our duty and intereſt.

In the next place, I recommend to you , lumility of

heart , and meekneſs of carriage. I conſider, in this

place , the grace of humility as a virtue eſpecially for

viceable to your earthly comfort . I conſider, and mean

to treat it as a maxim of worldly prudence. The ſcrip

ture ſeems to point it out as peculiarly neceſſary for this

purpoſe, and to annex the promiſe of earthly happineſs

to the practice of it : “ Bleſſed are the meek, ſays cur

Saviour, for they thall inherit the earth ,” Matth v . 5.

I would underſtand him as ſaying, every good man ſhall

inherit the kingdom of heaven ; but thoſe who excel in

meekneſs, ſhall of all others have comfort on earth. In

many different views, we may ſee the propriety of this

connexion. Nothing is more offenſive to others, than 3

proud, aſſuming manner. It not only magnifies every

fault, but vitiates even good conduct. It is not only odi

ous to virtuous perſons, but it is equally, ifnot more ſo,

to thoſe who are without principle. Some vices recom

mend a man to the vitious in the ſame line, as ore



( 14 )

drunkard is plcafed with the fight of another ; but'nde

thing is to hateful to a proud man, as another of the ſame

characier, nor is oflence ſooner given or taken than be.

tween thoſe , who, in this reſpect, perfectly reſemble one

another. This vice is not only odious to perſonsof un

derſlanding and reflection , but to the moſt ignorant, be

ing as calily perceived , as it is univerſally hated.

The moral virtue of meekneſs and condeſcenſion , is

the beit ground-work even of worldly politeneſs, and

prepares a man to receive that poliſh which makes his

behaviour generally agreeable , and fits him for inter

courſe withperſons in the higher ranks oflife. The fame

virtue, by the compoſure and ſelf-command that ac

companies it , enables a man to manage his affairs to

advantage , in whatever calling he may beengaged, or

in whatever Nation he may be placed . A good ſhop

keeper is commonly remarkable for this quality. Peo

ple love to go where they meet with good words and

gentle treatment; whereas the peeviſh and petulant may

he ſaid to have a repelling quality about them, that will

not ſuffer any body to approach them.

To complete the whole, meekneſs of ſpirit is as uſe .

ful to a man's felf, as meckneſs of carriage is acceptable

to others. The meek fuper much leſs from the unavoid

able evils of life, than thoſe of a contrary diſpoſition .

Many croſs accidents of the leſs important kind, are in a

manner annihilated when they are borne with calmneſs.

The injury they do us , is not owing half ſo much to

their tveight or ſeverity, as to the irritability of their own

minds. It is evident, that the ſame difpofition muſt

greatly alleviate calamities of a heavier kind ; and from

analogy you may perceive, that as it mitigates the for

rows, it multiplies and adds to the ſweetneſs ofthe com

forts of life. A moderate portion gives greater ſatisfac

tion to the humble and thankful, than the moſt ample

poffeffions to the proud and impatient.

Nearly allied to the above virtue is the governmentof

your paſſions, and therefore of this I ſhall ſay but little.

Every one muſt be fenfible how important it is, both for
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the ſucceſs of your worldly callings and your uſefulneſs

in public life, to have your paſſions in due ſubjection.

Men of furious and ungoverned tempers, prone to ex

ceſs in attachment and reſentment, either as to perſons

or things , are ſeldom ſucceſsful in their purſuits, or re

fpected and uſeful in their ſtations. Perſons of ungo.

verned paſſions are almoſt always fickle and changeable

in their meaſures, which is of all things the moſt fatal to

important undertakings. Theſe generally require time

and patience to bringthem to perfection . Asto public

and political life in particular , the neceflity of ſelf-go

vernment is ſo great and fo univerfally acknowledged,

that it is uſeful to impute it in eminent men, not to prin

ciple, but to addreſs and policy. It is commonly ſaid,

that politicians have no paflions. Without enquiring

into this, I Thall only ſay, that whatever truth may be

in it , it is ſtill in favour of my argument. The hypocriſy

does honour to the virtue. If the appearance be ſo ne

ceſſary or ſo uſeful, what muſt be the value of the re

ality ?

I will here take an opportunity of confuting,or at leaſt

correcting a common ſaying or proverbial ſentiment,ma

ny of which indeed that obtainbelief in a blinded world,

are nothing but falſe colouring and deception. It is uſual

to ſay in defence of ſudden and violent pafſion, that it is

better to ſpeak freely and openly, than to harbour and

cover fecret heart-malice. Perhaps I might admit that

this would be true, if the inward ragewere tobe as violent,

and continue as long, and return as often as indulged

paflion . Every perion muſt agree , that wherever there

is a deep and laſting hatred that never forgets nor for

gives, but waits for the opportunity of vengcance, it de

lerves to be conſidered as a temper truly infernal. But

in moſt inſtances of offence between man and man, to

reſtrain the tongue is the way to govern the heart. If

you do not make mention of an injury, you will truly

and ſpeedily forgive it , and perhaps, literally forget it.

Rage is in this reſpect like a fire,if a vent is given to it ,

it will increaſe and ſpread while there is fuel to corfume,

3



( 16 )

but if you can confine and flife it , you will completely

extinguiſh it .

To the government of the paſſions ſucceeds the go

vernment of the tongue . This indeed will, in a great

meaſure, be the effect of the former , and therefore is

recommended by all the ſame arguments ; yet it deſer

ves very particular attention ſeparately , as a maxim of

prudence . There are grcat indiſcretions in ſpeech , that

do not ariſe from paflion, but from inattention and want

of judgment as to the propriety of time and place, and

indeed many oiher ſources. I would therefore, earn

cily recommend to you , to habituate yourſelves to re

fraint in this reſpect, eſpecially in the early part of life.

“ Be (wilt to hear ( fayo Solomon ) and flow to ſpeak."

Forwardneſs in fpecch is always thought an afluming

thing in youth, and in promiſcuous companies, is often

conſidered as an inſult as well as an indiſcretion . It is

very common for the world in general and fiill more ſo

for men ofjudgment and penetration, to form an opini.

on of a character on the whole, from ſome one circum,

Kance, and I think there are few things more unfavour

able in this way , than a talkative diſpoſition. If the

firſt time I am in company, cſpecially with a young

man , he talks inceſſantly, and takes the whole conver

fation to himſelf, I thall hardly be brought to have a

good opinion of him , whether what he ſays be good or

evil , fenfe or nonſenſe . There are ſome perſons, who,

one might fay, give away ſo much wiſdom in their

speech , that they leave none behind to govern their ac,

tions.

But the chief danger of an ungoverned tongue, is ,

that it kindles the fire of contention among others, and

makes enemies to a man's felf. Solomon ſays, “ Where

no tale-bearer is, ſtrife ceaſeth .” A little experience

will thew you, how unſafe it is to uſe much freedom in

speech with abſent perſons. In that caſe, you put your.

felf wholly in the power of thoſe that hear you, and are

in danger, not only from their treachery or malice,but

from their miſtakes, ignorance, and imprudence . Per
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haps it would be too rigid to ſay, that you ought never

to ſpeak to a man's prejudice in his abſence, what you

would be unwilling to ſay in his preſence. Some excep

tions to this rule, might eaſily be conceived ; but botlu

prudence and candour require that you thould be very

reſerved in this reſpect, and either adhere ſtrictly to the

rule , or be ſure that good reaſons ivill juſtify a departure

from it.

This will be a very proper place to give you ſome dia

rections, as the moſt proper conduct when you
ſuffer

from the tongues of others. Many and grievcus are .

the complaints of what men fuffer from theenvenomed

ſhafts of envy and malice. And there certainly is a

ſtrong diſpoſition in ſome to invent , and in many to be
lieve ſanderous falihoods. The prevalence of party ,

either in religion or politics, never fails to produce iz
plentiful crop of this poiſonous weed . One of the most

important rules upon this ſubject is , that when an ac

cuation is in any degree well-founded , or fufpicious

appearances have given any occafion for it , the firit duty

is to reform what isreally wrong, and keep at a diſtance
from the diſputed limit .

This will bring good out of evil , and turn an injury

into a benefit. But in caſes , as it may often happen,

when the flander is perfectly groundleſs, I hold it to be

in general the beſt way wholly to deſpiſe it . Time , and!

the power of truth , will, of themſelves, do juſtice in al.

moſt every caſe of this kind ; but if you thow an impa

tience under it , a diſpoſition to reſent it , or a ſolicitude to

refute it , the far greateſt part of mankind will belicve it ,
not the leſs , but the more. If Nander were a plant or

an animal , I would ſay it was of a very ſtrangenature :

for that it would very eally die , but could not calily be

killed . It diſcovers a greatneſs of mind and a conſcious

dignity to deſpiſe ſlanders, which , of itſelf, commands

refpect ; whercas , to be either offended or diſtreſſed by

them , thews a weakneſs not amiable, whether the ac

cuſatior be true or false.

с
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This rule, I do not ſay, is wholly without exception .

There may be caſes where vindications may be neceſſa .

ry and efiectual; but they are not many. And I think,

I have ſeen in the courſe of my life, reaſon to make the

following di : tin& tion : If the accuſation or ſlander be ſpe.

cial, and relate to a particular fac , fixed by time, place,

and other circumſtances, and if it be cither wholly falſe,

or effentially iniltaken in its nature and tendency, the

inatter may be explained , and juſtice may be done.

But if it be a general character that happens to be im

puted to a man, he ought to attempt no refutation of it,

but by conduct. The more he complains of it, the more

He ſpeaks of it , the more he denies it, it will be the more

believed. For example, if it be affirmed thata man ſpoke

profanely in a certain company, at a certain place and

time, when he was not preſent at all, itmay be caſily and

completely refuted ; but if he is accuſed of being proud ,

contentious, covetous , or deceitful, although theſeaccuſa

tions are pretended to be ſupported by a train of facts, it

is better to let them whollyalone, and ſuffer his conduct to

ſpeak for itſelf . There are inſtances in hiſtory of accuſa

tions brought with much plauſibility, and urged with

great vehemence, which yet have been either from the

beginning diſbelieved, or by time confuted ; which oc
calioned the Latin proverb , Magra ef veritas et pre

Dulebit.

All the above -mentioned particulars may be ſaid to

be thehappy effects of wiſdom and benevolence, united ;

or rather, perhaps, in the light which they have been

fated to you, they are chiefly the proper fruits of that

wiſdom which “ is profitable to direct.” But I muſt

add another advice, which is the immediate effect of

benevolence and good-will ; that is , be ready to alliſt
others, and do good as you have opportunity. As

every thing is liable to be abuſed , ſometimes the max

ims of prudence take a wrong direction, and cloſe the

hcart againſt impreſſions of ſympathy and tenderneſs
towards others in diſtreſs. Sone times indeed , the

coolneſs and compoſure of ſpirit, and that ſelf-com
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Inand which is the effect of reflection and experience , is

miitaken for a callous and unfceling heart, though it is

a very different thing. To give way to the agitation of

paſſion , even under the fineſt feelings, is the way to

prevent inſtead of promoting uſefulneſs. A parent,

overwhelmed with ſurpriſe and anxiety at a calamitous

accident that has befallen a child , ſhall be incapable ei

ther of reflection or activity, and ſhall ſometimes even

need the aſſiſtance which he ought to give. But in.de

pendently of this, there are certainly ſome perſons who

contract a habit of indifference as to the wants and de:

ſires of others, and are not willing to put themſelves to

any inconvenience , unleſs their own particular concerns

may
be promoted at the ſame time.

In oppoſitionto this , I mean to recommend to you a

diſpoſition to oblige , not merely by civil expreſſions and

an affable deportment, but by taking a real intereſt in

the affairs of others. Be not unwilling to lendyour ad

vice , your aſſiſtance, your intercit , to thoſe that need

them . Thoſe who cannot ſpare pecuniary atliſtance ,

may do many acts of valuable friendthip . Let every

neighbour perceive that you are not ready to quarrel

needleſsly, nor inſiſt pertinaciouſly on trifles; and if you

live to obtain credit and influence, let them be employed

to alliſt the deſerving of every claſs. If you undertake
to do the buſineſs of others, attend to it with the ſame

fidelity, and if poſſible, with greater punctuality than

you would to your own . Some are ready to excuſe or

juſtify a contrary conduct, by complaining of the ingra

titude or injuſtice of mankind ; but in my opinion , theſe

complaints are contrary to truth and experience. There

maybe many particular perſons both ungrateful and

unjuít ; but in the world in general, there will be found

a clearneſs of diſcernment, and an exactneſs of retribu

tion . Our Saviour tells us , with reſpect to one fault ,

that of raih judging, what is equally true as to injuries of

every kind , “ With what meaſure ye mete , it Thall be

meaſured to you again ; good meaſure preífed down and

tha ken together, and running over, Thall men give unto



( 20 )

your bočom , ” Luke vi. 38. This, in my opinion , may

and ought to be underſtood both ways: As the chur

lith nabai generally meets with his match , ſo perſons of

a humane and friendly difpofition thall reap the fruits of

it to them or theirs. The truth is , the diſpoſition itſelf

is not in its perfection, but when there is no regard to

an immediate return . If you give, looking for a ſpeedy

recompence, it is not giving, but felling. You may,

however, fafely truit to the proinife of God : “ Cait thy

bread
upon the waters, for thou shalt find it after many

days," Ecl. xi . 1 . I have known many inſtances of

kindneſſes that were both remembered and requited,

after they had been long forgotten by him who beltow

ed them ; nay , ſometimes they may be repaid in another

generation. It isno incontiderable legacy for a man to

leave to his children , that he had always been a friend to

others, and never reiuled lis affiltance to thoſe who itood

in need of it .

It will not be an improper place, here to introduce 2

few words upon a ſubject, which has been often handled

by writers of the firit claſs: I mean private friendhip ,

Some writers againſt religion, have actually made it an

objection againt Cluiſtianity, that it does not recom

rend private friend hip or the love of our country. If

this were true , it would be no fault ; becauſe the uni

verfal benevolence recommended by the goſpel, includes

all private affections, when they are confiltent with it,

and is far ſuperior to them when they are contrary to it ,

But in fact, the inſtances of private friend hip men.

tioned and alluded to in fcripture, are a ſufficient recom .

mendation of it ; and even 'our bleſſed Saviour himſelf,

is ſaid to have diſtinguilhed the youngest of his diſciples

with particular affection. I will thereforeobſerve, with

molt authors, that there is no true friendſhip , but what

is founded upon virtuous principles, and directed to vir

tuouspurpoſes. To love a perion who is not worthy of

love, is not a virtue, but an-error ; neither is there any de

pendance to be placed in trying caſes upon perſonsune

Principled at bottom. Therenever was a true friend
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who wasnot an honeſt man. Butbeſides this important

truth , it is further to be obſerved, that there is a ſpecies

of friendſhip which is neither founded on virtue nor vice ,

but mere weakneſs of mind. Some perſons , having no

reſources in themſelves, are obliged to have recourle to

ſome other, upon whom they may lean, and without

whom they ſeem as if they could neither think , act, nor

even exiſt. This ſort of friendſhip, is to be ſeen parti

çularly in princes and perſons of high rank, and is ge

nerally called favouritiſm ; but the ſamething may be

obſerved in all ranks, though in the lower ,it is not fo

conſpicuous . We may ſay of it , that it is like ſome of

thoſe plants that are falſe and ſpurious in their kind,

which have ſome of the appearances, but want the moſt

valuable and eſſential qualities of thoſe that are genuine.

Such friendſhips are commonly contracted by caprice or

accident, and uncertain in their duration , being able to

be diTolved by the ſame means. Valuable friendſhip is

the reſult of judgmentas well as affection ; it is one of the

greateſt comforts of life, as well as one of the greateſtor

namentsto human nature, and its genuineneſs may be

difcerned by the following mark--that though it is par.

ticular, it is not excluſive . When there is a great, but

virtuous attachment to a perſon who deſerves it , it will

make a man not leſs, but more friendly to all others , as,

opportunity or circumſtances ſhall call liim to ſerve

them .

You will perhaps be ſurpriſed , that, as I have ſo often

expreſſed a deſire of your being accompliſhed in every

reipect, that I have heretofore laid notining or but little

on that politeneſs and grace in behaviour , which is ſo

much talked of, and which , in fome late writings, has

been ſo highly extolled. What has been already ex

plained to you, I hope, will lay the foundation for the

moſt folid , valuable, and durable politeneſs. Think of

others, as reaſon and religion require you , and treat

them as it is your duty to do, and you will not be far

from a well-poliſhed behaviour. As to any thing fur

ther , that is external in mode and propriety of carriage,
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it can never be iearned but by intercourſe with the beſt

company. As to the writings above referred to , the

chief of which are Rochfocault's Maxims, and Cheſter

field's Letters. I think of them , as of many other free

writings; that when viewed properly, they may be as

uſeful, as by being viewed otherwiſe, they are generally

pernicious. They contain a digcftcd fyftem of hypocrify ,

and betray ſuch pride and felf-sufficiency, and ſuch ha

tred and contempt ofmankind, as may well be an anti

dote against the poiſon which they mean to convey.

Nay, one would think the publication of ſuch ſenti.

ments is ridiculous, becauſe it is telling you that they

deſire to be polite ; and, at the ſame time, that this

politeneſs confifts in taking you by the weak fide,

and diſplaying their own addreſs, by over -reaching

yours.

I muit alſo obſerve, that ſuch writers, give in gene.

ral a very unjuſt, as well as diſhonourable view of

nature and mankind . I remember, indeed , Dean Swift

ſays,

As Rochfocault his maxims drew

From nature , I believe them true,

What muſt I ſay to this ? Shall I ſay that he did not

draw his maxims from nature ? I will not ; becauſe I

think he did . Am I obliged then, to admit them to be
true ? By no means. It is nature ; but it is juſt ſuch a

view of nature, as a man without principle muſt take.

It is in himſelf, that all the error and exaggeration is to

be found.

Thofe who diſcover an univerſal jealouſy, and indif.

criminate contempt for mankind in general, give very

littiercafon to think well of themſelves. Probably men

are neither ſo good as they pretend, nor ſo bad as they

are often thought to be. At any rate, candour in fenti.

ment, as well as condući, as it is an important duty of

religion, ſo it is a viſc maxim for the conduct of lifex

and I believe theſe two things are very ſeldom , if ever,

found either ſeparate from or oppoſed to each other.
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The laſt advice that I ſhall offer you , is to preſerve a

ſacred and inviolable regard to fincerity and truth.

Thoſe who have received their education here, or at leaſt

who have completed it , muſt know howmuch pains have

been taken to eſtabliſh the univerſal and unalterable obli

gation of truth. This is not,however, mentioned now to

introduce the general ſubject, or to fhew the guilt, folly ,

and danger of deliberate intereſted falfhood, but to warn

you againſt the ſmaller breaches of truth, now ſo very

common ; ſuch as want of punctuality in appointments;

breach of promiſe in ſmallmatters ; officious falfhoods;

that is , deceiving children, fick perfons or others, for

their good ; jócular deceptions, which are not intended to

continue long, or be materially hurtful to others. Not

one of theſe is without fin before God, and they are

much more hurtful than is commonly ſuppoſed. So

very facred a thing indeed is truth , that the very ſhadow

of departure from it is to be avoided. Suppoſe a man

only to expreſs his preſent purpoſe as to futurity ; for

example, to ſay he will go to ſuch a place to -morrow ,

though there is no proper obligation given, nor any

right to require performance ; yet if he does ſo often , he

will acquire the character of levity and unſteadineſs,

which will operate much to his diſadvantage. Let me

therefore, recommend to you a ſtrict, univerſal, and

ſcrupulous regard to truth . It will give dignity to your

character; it will put order into your affairs ; it will excite

the moſt unbounded confidence, ſo that whether your

view be your own intereſt, or the ſervice of others, it

promiſes you the moſt aſſured ſucceſs. I am alſo per.

fuaded, that there is no virtue that has a more powerful

influence upon every other ; and certainly, there is none

by which you can draw nearer to God himſelf, whoſe dif.

tinguiſhing character is , that he will not, and he can
not lie.

FINI S.
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