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ADVLERTISEMENT.

IT feems proper to acquaint the public with the reafon
and intention of this publication. It had been the cuf-
tom in the ccllege of New-Jerfey, from its firft eftablifk-
muent, that the Prefident fhould addrefs a particular ex-
Lortation to the fenior ftudents every year, who were to
receive the firlt degrecin the arts and leave college. But
Laft year, lie thought it proper to make a collection or
furimary of sll the advices that had been given to the
voung gzntlemen for their condu@ in life, in different
years, under diftinét heads, in order that they might be
publithed.  He was the more induced to this, that fe-
veral inftances have happened of gentlemen, educated
2t this college, fignifying that they thought they had
rceeived adv‘mm;,c, in many fituations, by recolle@ting
the advices given them at their gmduatxon, for their
conduct in life. He thercfore now puts the whole into
their h"mds, and into thofe of all who are willing to ac-
cept of it, as the {ruit of long experience and confider-
able attention to the courfe of human affairs, camcﬁly
withing that they may be ufcful and eminent as citizens,
{L}A(‘l.ll’b, patriots; und at the fame time befeechingthem,
thatinany, or all, of thefc charaers, they may ncither
forget nor be aflamed to be Chriflians,
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GENTLEMEN,

As you have now finifked the uftal courfe of ftudy
in this place, and are to enter upon public life, in a va-
riety of ways, as cach fhall be determined, by inclination
or other circumftances ; I willingly embrace the opper-
tunity of addrefling an exhortation to you, at this im-
portant and interefting period of your lives. I do not
meantofay much,if any thing, that you have never heard
before, but to lay hold of your prefent fituation, with
fome hope, that what may be faid now, will remain up-
on your memory, and have an influence upon your fu-
ture condu¢t. That I may fpeak with the greater clear-
nefs and precifion, I will divide what I haveto fay, into
three branches: I. Your duty to God, and the intereft
of your fouls: II. The profecution of your ftudics, or
the jmprovement of your talents as members of fociety:
III. Prudence in your commerce with the world in ge-
pc;;], your outward provifion, and other circum@tances
in lite
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Actothe fir? of thefe, itis toall men, of the greateft
moment.  Some of you, I know, and more, 1 hope, are
intended for the fervice of Chrilt in the minifttry. To this
e have the univerfal fuffrare, that true religion is ab-
folutely neceflury, with which I heartily agree.” But I
1 with thofe who are deftined for other employments,
may not fometimes make a comparifon here unjuft in it-
felf, and dangerous, perhaps, even ruinous to their own
fouls.  Decaule true religion is neceflary to a minifter,
and they are confcious to themfelves, or at leaft, fufped
that they are without religion; inftead of laying to heart
the things that belong to their peace, they only determine
th.lt’thcy will follow iomcothe.cﬂlm" But.ll.ls,though
the difference to the public is very great, the difference
to the perfons themfelves, feems to me but very fmall.
‘A clergyman without religion, to be fure, is a dreadful
charadler, and when vifible, a deteftable one; but truly
one would think at the clofe of life, it will be but little
comfort to a man, that he muft go to the place of tor-
Ment, not as a minifter, but as a lawyer, phyfician, fol-
dier, or merchant.  Thercfore fuffer me to fay to you,
and to all who now hear me, that the care of' your fouls
is the one thing needful.  All mankind, of cvery rank,
denomination and profc(Tion, are finners by nature. The
minifters of the New Teftament have reccived a com-
miilion to preach the gofpel to every creature: “He that
helieveth thall be faved, and he that belicveth not fhall be
damned.”

While I far this, I beg of you to confider that the ad-
vantages which you have enjoyed, will be an aggravation
ot your guilt, if they are unimproved. There is an equity
as well as wifdom often to be obferved in the providence
of God.  Unlefs reafons of {overeignty, that is, reafons
unknown to us, prevent it, Judgment will be inflicted,
when a perfon or people is ripe for the ftroke. There-
fore as fome plants and feeds, both from their own na-
ture and from the foil ‘and fituation in which they are
phccd ripen fooner than others, fo fome perfons, by the
carly pains taken upon them, and the privileges they
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have enjoyed, fill up the meafure of their iniquities fobn~
er than others, and are more {peedily overtaken with de- 3
ferved vengeance. There are many common fayings '
that are the effects of error and prejudice; for example,
that which you will be told by many, that the children
of good men are as bad as any. If this is intended to in-
finuate that a regular and pious education affords no
ground of hope for good behaviour in after life, it is at
once contrary to reafon and experience. But if we fhould
fay that when young perfons pioufly educated, burft re-
ftraining bonds affunder, and are feduced into vicious
courfes, they commonly run fafter and farther than
others, it is a certain fa&, which may be eafily accountcd
for, and affords an important inftrucion to all. _

After intreating you to lay religion to heart, I mu"c
befeech you to guard againft being too eafily fatisfied in
a matter of infinite moment. Do not think it enough to
be prudent, cautious, or decent in your condué, or to
attain a chara&er formed upon worldly principles and
governed by worldly motives. I am not againft (as you
all know) introducing every argument a‘gamﬂ fin, and
thewing you that loofe praé‘uccs are ruinous to name,
body, and eftate. Neither is it wrong that you thould
fortify every pious refolution by the addition of thefe
motives. But alas! the evil lies deeper. ¢ Except 2
man be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.” True rehglon muft arife from a clear and deep
conviéion of your loft ftate, by nature and pratice, and
an unfeigned reliance on the pardoning mercy and fanc-
tifying grace of God.

- Suffer me, upon this fubjed, earnefily to recommend
to all that fear God, to apply themfelves from their car-
licft youth, to the exerciles of piety, a life of prayer and
communion with God. This is the fource from whicha
real Chriftian muft derive the fecret comfort of his hcart,
and which alone will give beauty, confiftency, and uni-
formity to an e\amplary lite. - The reafon why I have
mentioned it on this occalion is, that youth, when the
fpirits are lively, and the affe@ions vigerous and ftrong,
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is the feafon when the habit muft be formed. There aré
advantages and difadvantages attending every ftage of
life. An aged Chriftian will naturally grow in prudence,
vigilance, ufcfulnefs 5 attention to the courfe of Provi-
dence, and fubje@ion to the divine will, but will feldom
attain to greater fervour of afle@ion and life, in divine
worlhip, than he had been accuftomed to from his early
years.  On the contrary, he will generally fee it necef-
fary, inllcad cf trafting to occafional impulfes to guard
and frengthen the habit by order and form.

Be compzniens of them that fear God.  Efteem them
always molt Lizkly, and thun, as a contagious peftilence,
the fociety, not only of loofe perfons, but of thofe efpeci-
a'ly, whom you perecive to be infe@ed with the princis
ples of infidelity, or enemies to the power of religion.
Many of thefe are much more dangerous to pious pers
fons than open profligates :  as for thefe laft, decency is
acainft them, the world itfelf, condemns them, reafon
defpifes them, and prudence fhuns them. He mutft have
a very mean talic indeed, who is capable of finding plea.
fure in diforder and riot.  If I had no higher pleafure
on earth than in eating and drinking, I would not chufe
to cat and drink with the drunken. Order, neatnefs,
elegance, and even moderation.itfelf, are neceffary to ex-
alt and refinc the pleafures of a fenfual life. Therefore I
will not allow myfelf to fuppofe, that I fhall afterwards
hear any of you roaring and {wearing in taverns, or
wafting your bodics and eftates by lewdnefs and dee
bauchery, or that you take pleafure in thofe who do fo.
But be efpecially careful to avoid thofe who are enemies
to vital piety, who do not pretend to fpeak diredly a-
gainft religion, hut give every ill name they can think
of, toall who feem to be in carneft on that fubje&, and
viiify the exercifes of religion under the names of whin-
ing, cant, grimace, and hypocrify. Thefe are often un«
happily fuccefsful in making fome uncautious perfons a<
fhamed of their Redeemer’s name, his truths, his laws,
kis people, and his crofs.
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T need hardly obferve that this is not to be underftood
as recommending pharifaical pride and fupercilioufnefs,
far lefs a rath and prefumptuous judging of the ftate of
others. Itisnotonly lawful, but our duty, to have a free
communication with our fellow-citizens, for the purpofes
of focial life: Itis not only lawful but our duty to be cour-
2ecus, and to give every proper evidence of refpedt and
attention to others, according to their rank and place in
focicty. 'What I mean to caution you againft, is an un-
neceflary, voluntary intercourfe, fuch as has inclination
for its motive, and pleafure for its obje@t. With refpet
to this, we need not hefitate to fay, with the infpired pro-
phet, ¢ He that walketh with wife men, fhall be wife;
but a companion of fools thall be defiroyed.”

II. I come now to fpeak a little upon the profecution
of your ftudies, and the improvement of your talents.
Your education in a feminary of learning, is only intend-
ed to give you the elements and firlt principles of fcience,
which thould whet your appetite for more, and which will
enable you to proceed with an affured hope of fuccefs.
It hath been generally a favourite point with me, to re«
commend the union of piety and literature, and to guard
young perfons againft the oppofite extremes. We fee
fometimes the pride of unfanéified knowledge do great
injury to religion; and on the other hand, we find fome
perfons of real piety defpifing human learning, and dif~
gracing the moft glorious truths, by a meanncfs and un~
decency, hardly fufferable, in their manner of handling
them. On this account, induftry and application to ftudy:
is of the utmoft importance to thofe who are intended for
the office of the miniftry.

But I have it further in view, to recommend to ycu
all, without exception, a life of diligence and application.
Avoid floth as a dangerous cnemy. Tear it, hate it, and
defpife it. Itis a common faying, that men do not know
their own weaknefs; but it is true, and a truth more im-
portant, that they do net know their own firength. I de-
fire that you will receive the following information from
me, which, I dare fuy, every perfon of judgment and

,,,~.._,.,.__.';":.,~.
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expericnce will ennfirm, that multitudes of moderate ca-
pacity have been ufeful in their generation, refpected by
the public, and fuccefstul in life, while thofe of fuperior
talents from nature, by mere flothfulnefs and idle habits, -
or feli-indulgence, have lived ufclefs, and died contempt-
ible. Thereis alio a difpofition in young people, which,
you know, I have oftenfctmyfclf to oppole; to think that
loofe, irregular fallies, and fometimes even vitious liber-
tics, are a {ign of {pirit and capacity. The very con-
trary is the truth. It requires no genius at all to do mif
chicf. Perfons of the greateft ability have generally been
lovers of order. Neither is there any inftance to be found
of a man’s arriving at great reputation or ufefulnefs, be
kis capacity what it might, without induftry and appli-
cation,

Suffer me here, in a particular manrer, to recom-
mend to you a firmnefs of mind and ftecady perfeverance,
as of the utmoft moment to your progrefs and fuccefs.
Whatever a man’s talents from nature may be, if he ap-
ply himfelf to what is not altogether unfuitable to them,
and hold on with fteadinefs and uniformity, he will be
ufeful and happy; but if he be loofe and volatile, impa-
tient of the flownefs of things in their ufual courfe, and:
fhifting from projec to projed, he will probably ncither
be the one nor the other.

I am fomewhat at a lofs what to fay as to chara&er
and reputation; yet it is fo important a point, that it muft
not be omitted. True religion thould furnithgou witha
higher and nobler principlc to govern your condud, than
the defire of applaufe from men.  Yet, in fubordination
to what ought to be the great purpofe of life, the appro-
bation of the Supreme Judge, there is a juft and laudable
ambition to do what is praife worthy among men. This.
ought not to be extinguifthed in the minds of youth; be-
ing a powertul fpur and incitement to virtuous or illuf-
trious a&tions. A truly good man will feek no praife but
by honeft means, and will be fuperior cven to difgrace

“idelf, if brought upon him by adherence to his duty.
Yet will ke alfo be tender and careful not to give jult
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caufe to any to impeach his condu&. If I might be per-

mitted to dire& your views upon this fubjec, Iwould fay,
confider that your characer is already beginningtoform.

Every ftep you take further in life, will both afcertain

and fpread it. You ought alfo to be informed, that not-
withftandingallthehackneyed complaints of the partiali-

ty and cenforioufnefs of the world, a man’s real charac-

ter, in point of ability, is #ever miftaken, and but feldonz

in point of morals. That there are many malicious and
cenforious perfons, I agree; but lies are not half fo dur-

able as truth. There is an impartiality in a diffufive pub-

lic, which will fhew itfelf where means of information are
afforded to it. Therefore reverence the judgment of
mankind, without idolizing it. ~ Be as cautious as pof-

fible to do nothing that defcrves cenfure, und as little
concerned as poflible what reproaches may fall upon

you undeferved. It is not a contradi&ion, but perfe&- i
Iy corfiftent to fay, a rian fhould be tender and even
jealous of his chara®er, and yet not greedy of praife.
There is an amiablenefs and dignity in the firft, but a
meannefs and littlenefs in the lait.

Another advice, near a-kin to the laft is, do as much
as you can to deferve praife, and yet avoid as much as
poflible the hearing of it. This is but another view of
the fame fubject; and that it may be the more ufeful,
and my intention in it the more manifeft, I will extend
it both to praife and difpraife.  When you come into
public life, and become the obje&s of general attention,
not only guard againft fifhing for applaufe, and being;
inquifitive after what people think or fay of you, but a-
void knowing it as much as you decently can. My reca-
fon for this is, that whether youwill or not, you will hear
as much of the flanders of your enemies as you will bear
with patience, and as much of the flattery of your friends,
or interefted perfons, as you will bear with humility.
‘Therefore prepare yourfelf for both, but feck for neither.
Several eminent authers, as you doubtlefs know, have
given it as an advice to young clergymen, and other
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public fpeakers, to get a fiiend who is a good jadge,
ardintreat him to make remarks upon their compofition,
carriage, delivery, &e. with fidelity. T have nothing to
fay againit the goodnefs of the advice in itfelf; but at the
fame time, I have ne great conviion of the neceflity or
even utility ef it. It is very feldom that advice is atked
in this manner, but with a view to obtain a compliment,
and full feldomer that it is given with fuflicient freedom
and impartiality. If any man has humility and felf-de-
nial erough to with to know his own faults, there will
be little ditheulty in difcovering them. Or, if we could
fuppofe there were difficulty to himfelf, his encmies or
rivals, or talkative people, though they be ncither the
one nor the other, will fupply the defe@.  Perhaps you
will thirk, that in the ftrictures of malice and envy, there
is generally an acrimony that has no great tendeney to
retorm; like a rulty knife, which makes a very painful
wound, though not very deep. I agree to this fully,
and yet aflirm, that there is fo much the more virtue,
fo much the more wifdom, and perhaps I may add, fo
much the more pleafure in making this ufe of them,

I conclude this part of my fubje&, with advifling you
to maintain a friendthip with one another, and to carry
the intimacies of carly life, through the whole of it. To
this I add, that you ought to dcfire and cultivate the
correfpondence of men of piety and learning. Man
made for focicty, derives his chicf advantages of every
kind, from the united efforts of many confpiring to the
fame end.  As to picty, nothing is more effential to it
than focial communication ; it properly confifts in the
{apreme love of God, and fervent charity to all men.
‘The Chriftian, alfo, hath need of the afliftance of others
in his paffage through this world, where he has fo much
oppolition to encounter. Thofe who deferve this charac-
ter, are faid to be pigrims and ftrangers in the earth.
Therefore they ought to keep together, left they lofe
their way. They comfort each other in diftrefs ; they
aflitt each cther in doubts and difficulty; they embolds
en each.othier by their example, and they aflitt each other
by their prayers.
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- Thists no lefs the cafe in refpe@ to literature. It has

been cbferved, that great and eminent men have gene-:
rally, in every nation, appeared in clufters. The rea-
fon of this probably is, that their fociety and mutual in-.
tercourfe greatly adds to their improvement, and gives
force and vigour to the talents which they may feverally
poflefs. Nothing is fo powerful an incitement to dili--
gerce, or. fo kindles the beft fort of ambition, as the
friendihip, advice, and afliftance of men of learning and
worth. The approbation of one fuch, is of more value
to a noble mind, than peals of applaufe from an undif-
cerning multitude. Befides, the afiftance which men:
of letters give to each other, is really nece{fary in the exe-
cution of particular works of great compafs and utility.-
Ifit is by the labours of preceding ages, that it is now’
poilible in one life to attain to fuch a degree of knowledge
as we have fometimes feen ; fo it is by the concurrence
of many friends lending their afliftance, that one man
has been fometimes abie to prefent to the public a fyf-
tem of {cience, which, without that aid, he alone would’
have in vain atteropted to bring to perfe@ion. There is
no circumfitance vhich throws this new.country fo far
back, in point ¢f {cience, as the want of public libraries,,
where thorou zh refearches might be made, and the fmall
number of learned mentoatlift in making thefe refearches.
pradticable, ealy, or complete. S

II1. The lait head on which I promifed to give you
my advice, was prudence in your communication with
the world in general, your outward provifion and other
eircumftances that conduce to the happinefs and com-
fort of life. On this fubje&, I begin with what I have
often recommended to you, frugality in the manage-
ment of your affairs; order and exaénefs in your drefs,
furniture, books, and keeping -of accounts. Nothing
could be further from my mind than to recommend the
temper or condu& of avaricious men, whofe fordid fouls
kave no higher ambizion, and indeed, hardly any other
defire, than that of getting pelf.  This is not only un-
becoming a gentleman and a fcholar, but in my epinion,
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wholly inconfiftent with the charaler. Tnever knew an,
initance of a perfon in whom this difpofition took place
in carly life, that could apply to ftudy, or that became
eminent in any thing that was good. The oppoiite vice
is the common fault of youth, and it is againft this I
would caution you. The frugality I would recom-
mend, is that of an independent mind, that fears and
fcorns fubjection to others, and remembers the juft fay-
g of Solomon, ¢ That the borrower is {ervant to the
Iender”  That frugality which arifes from order and’
cconomy, is not only confittent with, but it is the pa-
rent of liberality of fentiment, and generofity of con-
du@. It is indced the fource of beneficence, for no-
man can beftow out of an empty purfe. On the other
hand, covetoufnefs and profuiion, are by no means re-
puznant to each other, and indeed they are more fre-’
quently joined than many apprehend. The firiGure of
Sallutt, in the chara&er of Catiline, alicné appetens fué
profifus, has been often cited, and may generally be
applied to loofe and profligate livers. I hope therefore,
you will learn betimes to diftinguith between the virtue
and the vice, and to adhere to the one as much as you’
defpiic the other.

I will make an obfervation here, which may be ap-
plied not only to the diftin&ion of charaer in this in-
ftance, but in almoft every other that has been or fhall
be mentioned. It will be much your intereft, if you
learn betimes to make not a hafty but a deliberate and
candid judgment, when you infer charatter from ap-
pearances. The habits of life which men contra&, give
a bias to their opinions, and even a tin&ure to their
converfation and phrafeology. Perfons inclined to levity
and diflipation, will often afcribe to covetoufnefs, what
arifes from very different caufes. I have known even in
youth,a perfondeclining toengage in a partyof pleafure,
accufed by his companions as mean and fheaking, and
afraid of his purfe; when, in reality, it was not that he
loved money more, but pleafure lefs. It may fometimes
happen; that a perfon of - principle will fee it preper to

i
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decline meeting: of feflivity, though not dire@ly finfuf,
as an unneceflary wafte of time, or {rom fome other cir+
cumftance to him dangerous and enfnaring. I have als
fo fcen perfons more advanced in years, who from a ha-
bit, perhaps a ncceffary habit of {tri&t temperance, and
retired manner of life, were very fparing of perfonal ex-
pence, and even not much difpofed to focial inter-
courfe, and therefore called clofe or covetous; and yet,
when applied to for a pious and charitable purpofe,
would be much more liberal than-others of an op-
pofite turn of mind. Obfervations perfedly fimilar
might be made upon the oppofite charatter of liber-
ality. Itis notevery kind of opennefs of heart that in-
dicates profufion. We are told by Solomon, ¢ That
the liberal foul fhall be made fat,” Prov. xi. 25.° And,
by the prophet Ifaiah, that ¢ The liberal defireth liberal
things, and by liberal things he fhall be eftablifhed,”
Ifa. xxxii. 8. From thefe contrafted remarks, I infer,
that as it is feldom neceflary to judge peremptorily of
others, fo forbearance, and the moft charitable allow-
ance, is both our duty and intereft. :

In the next plaee, I recommend to you, Lumility of
heart, and mecknefs of carriage. I confider, in this
place, the grace of humility as a virtue efpecially fer-
viceable to your earthly comfort. I confider, and mean
to treat it as a maxim of worldly prudence. The ferip-
ture feems to point it out as peculiarly neceffary for this
purpofe, and to annex the promife of earthly happinefs
to the practice of it: ¢ Blefled are the meck, fays cur
Saviour, for they fhall inherit the earth,” Matth v. .
1 would underftand him as faying, every good man fhall
inherit the kingdom of heaven ; but thofe who exccl in
meeknefs, fhall of all others have comfort on earth. In
many different views, we may fee the propricty of this

connexion. Nothing is more offenfive to others, than 2

proud, affuming manner. It not only magnifies cvery.
faul, but vitiates even good condué. It is not enly odi-
ous to virtuous perfons, but it is equally, if not more fo,
1o thofe who are without principle. Some vices recom-
mend a man to the vitious in the fame Lre, as or-
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drunkard is pleafed with the fight of anether ;- but nd-
thing is ©3 hazetul te a proud man, asanother of the fame
churadier, rer is offence fooner given or taken than bes -
tween thoie, whe, in this refped, perfedly refemble one
ancther.  This vice is not only cdious to perfons of un-
derflanding and refle@ion, but to the moft ignorant, ber
ing as catily perceived, as it is univerfally hated.

The moral virtue of mecknefs and condefcenfion, is
the belt ground-work even of worldly politenefs, and
prepares a man to reccive that polith which makes his
kehavicar generally agreeable, and fits him for inter
ceurfe with perfons in the higher ranks of life. The fame
virtue, by the compofure und felf-command that ac-
comparnics i, enables 2 raan to manage his affairs to
advantage, in whatever calling he may be engaged, or
in whatever flation he may be placed. A good fhop-
Leeper is commonly remarkable for this quality. Peos
ple love to go where they meet with good words and
zentle treatment; whereas the peevifh and petulant may
be f2id to have a repelling quality about them, that will
not fuffer any body to approach them.

" 'T'o complcte the whole, meeknefs of fpirit is as ufe-
ful to a man’s felf, as mecknefs of carriage is acceptablé
to others. The meek fuffer much lefs from the unavoid«
able evils of life, than thofe of a contrary difpofition,
Many crofs accidents of the lefs important kind, are ina
manner annihilated when they are borne with calmnefs.
"The injury they do us, is not owing half fo much to
their weight or feverity, as to the irritability of their own
minds. It is evident, that the fame difpofition muft
greatly alleviate calamities of a heavier kind; and from
anzlogy you may perceive, that as it mitigates the for-
rows, it multiplies and adds to the fweetnefs of the com-
forts of life. A moderate portion gives greater fatisfac-
tion to the humble and thankful, than the moft ample
peifeilions to the proud and impatient. :

Nearly allied to the above virtue is the government of
your pafficns, and therefore of this I ﬂ:al%ﬁly but little.
Evkry one muft be fenfible how important it 1s, both for
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the fuccefs of your worldly callings and your ufefulnefs
in public life, to have your paflions in due fubjection.
Men of furious and ungoverned tempers, prone to ex-
cefs in attachment and refentment, either as to perfons
or things, are fcldom fuccefsful in their purfuits, or res
fpe&ed and ufeful in their ftations. * Perfons of ungo.
verned paflions are almoft always fickle and changcable
in their meafures, which is of all things the moft fatal to
important undertakings. - Thefz generally require time
and patience to bring them to perfection.. As to public
and political life in particular, the mneceffity of felf-go-
vernment is {o great and fo univerfallyacknowledged,
that it is ufeful to impute it in eminent men, not to prin-
ciple, but to addrefs and policy.- Itis commonly faid,
that politicians have no paflions. Without enquiring
into this, I fhall only fay, that whatever truth may be
in it, itis ftill in favour of my argument. The hypocrify
does honour to the virtue. If the appearance be fo ne-
ceffary or fo ufeful, what muft be the value of the ré.
ality ? . o
I will here take an opportunity of confuting, or at leaft
corre&ting a common faying or proverbial fentiment, ma-
ny of which indeed that obtain belief in a blinded world,
are nothing but falfe colouring and deception. Itis ufual
to fay in defence of fudden and violent paffion, that itis
better to fpeak frecly and openly, than to harbour and
cover fecret heart-malice.  Perhaps I might admit that
this would be true, if the inward rage weretobeasviolent,
and continue as long, and return as often as indulged
paflion. Every perfon muft agree, that wherever there
1s a deep and lafling hatred that never forgets nor for-
gives, but waits for the opportunity of vengeance, it de-
ferves to be confidered as a temper truly infernal.  But
in moft inftances of offence between man and man, to
reftrain the tongue is the way to govern the heart. If
you do not make mention of an injury, you will truly
and fpeedily forgive it, and perhaps, literally forgcet iz,
Rage is in this refpe@ like a fire, if a vent is given to it,
it will increafe and fpread while there is fuel to confuine,
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but if you can confine and ftifle it, you will completely
cxunguilnit, . .

To the government of the paflions fucceeds the go-
vernment of the tongue.  This indced will,- in a great
yeafure, be the efle& of the former, and therefore is
recommended by all the fame arguments; yet it defer-
ves very particular attention feparately, as a maxim of
prudence. There are great indiferetions in {peech, that
donot arife from patlion, but from inattention and want
of judsment as to the propricty of time and place, and
indeed many other fources. I would theretore, earn-
elly recommend to you, to habituate yourfelves to re-
Rraiatin this refped, eipecially in the early part of life.
¢ DBe {wilt to hear ({fays Solornon) and flow to fpeak.”
Torwardnefs in fpecch is always thought an affuming
thing in youth, and in promifcuous companies, is often
eonhdered as an infult as well as an indifcretion. It is
very common for the world in general and fiill more fo
for men of judgment and penctration, to form an opini-
on of a charadter on the whole, from fome one circums
flance, and I think there are fuw tliings more unfaveur-
able in this way, than a talkative difpofition. 1f the
firit time I am in company, cfpecially with a young
man, he talks inceflantly, and takes the whole conver-
fation to himiclf, I {hall hardly be brought to have a
gocd opinion of him, whether what he fays be good or
evil, fenfe or nonfenfe.  There are fome perfons, who,
one might fay, give away fo much wifdom in their
fpcech, that they lcave nouc behiad to govern their ace
tions. .

Bt the chief danger of an ungoverned tongue, is,
that it kindles the fire of contention among others, and
nukes eaemies to a maw’s felf. Solomon fays, % Where
no tale-bearer is, ftrife ceafeth.” A little experience
wiil thew you, how unfafe it is to ufe much freedom in
{peech with abfent perfons. Ia that cafe, you put your-
telf wholly in the power of thofe that hear you, and are
in danger, not only from their treachery or malice, but
from thir mitakes, ignorance, and imprudence.  Per-
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haps it would be too rigid to fi ay, that you ought néver
to fpeak to a man’s prejudice in his ablence, what you
would be unwilling to fay in his prefence.  Some excep-
tions to this rule, might eafily be conccived; but botiy

rudence and candour require that you ﬂmuld be very
p q ¥ Y.

referved in this refpe, and cither adhere ftridly to the
rule, or be fure that good xmfons will jultify a dgpartvrc,
from it.

"TlLis will be a very p‘roper place to give you fome di-
re@ions, as the moft proper conduét when you fufler

from the tongues of others. Muny and grieveus ave-

the complaints of what men fuffer from the envenomed
fhafts of envy and malice. And there certainly is a
ftrong difpofition in fome to invent, and in muny to be-
lieve flanderous falthoods. The prevalence of party,
either in religion or polmcs, never fails to pxoduce a
plentiful crop. yof this poifonous weed. One of the moft
important rules upon this fubje is, that when an ac-
cufation is in any degree well-founded, or fulpicious
appearances have given any occafion for it, the firlt duty
1s to reform what is really wrong, and keep at a diftance
from the difputed limit.

This will bring good out of evil, and turn an injury
into a benefit.  But in cafes, as it may often h'lpp:n,
when the flander 1s perfectly groundlefs, Thold it to be
in general the beft way wholly to defpife it. Time, and

the power of truth; will, of themfeclves, do Ju(hce inal-

moft every cafe of this kind; but if you fhow an impa-
tience under it, a dilpofition to refent it, or a folicitude to
refuteit, the far greateft part of mankind swill believeit,
not the lefs, but the more. If flander viere a plant or
an animal, I would fay it was of a very firange nature:
for that it would very eally die, but could not caiily be
killed. It difcovers a greatnefs of mind and a confcious
dignity to defpife {landers, which, of ititlf, ccmmands
refpect s whereas, to be either offended or dutrchcd by
them, fhews a weaknefs not amicble, whether the uc-
cufation be true or falde.
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" "This rule, I do rot fay, is wholly without exception.’
There m +y be cates where vindications may be neceffa.
ry and cfic@ual; but they are not many. And I think,’
I have feenin the courfe of my life, rcafon to make the
following diitindtien: If the accufation or flander be fpe-
¢ial, and relate to a particular fa&, fixed by time, place,
aud other drcumflances, and if it be cither wholly falfe,
or cffentially miitaken in its nature ard tendency, the
matter may be explained, and juftice may be done.
But if it be a general chara&er that happens to be im-
puted to a man, he ought to attempt no refutation of it,
but by condu@. The more he complains of it, the more
hie fpeaks of it, the more he denies it, it will be the more
belicved. For example, if it be aflirmed that a man {poke
profunely in a certain company, at a certain place and
tinie, when he was not prefent at all, it may be cafily and
completely refuted; but if he s accufed of being proud,
contentious,covetous,or deceitful,although thefeaccufa-
tions are pretended to be fupported by a train of fads, it
is better to let themwhollyalone, and fuffer his condu& to
fpeak for itfelt. There are inftarces in hiltory of accufa-

-tions brought with much plaufibility, and urged with

great vehemence, which vet have been cither from the
beginning difbelieved, ¢r by time confuted ; which oc-
cafioned the Latin proverb, Magria ¢ff veritas et pres
vlehit.

All the abéve-mentioned particulars may be faid to
be the happy effc&s of wifdom and benevolence, united ;
or rather, perhaps, in the light which they have been
ftated to you, they are chiefly the proper fruits of that
wifdom which ¢ is profitable to dire®.” But I muft
add another advice, which is the immediate effe® of
benevolence and good-will 5 that is, be ready to aflift
others, and do good as you have opportunity. As
every thing is liable to be abufed, fomctimes the max~
ims of prudence take a wrong dire®ion, and clofe the
heart agaiaft impreffions of fympathy and tendernefs
towards others in diftrefs. Somie times indced, the

cocluzfs aad compofure of fpirit, and that felf-com-
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wnand which is the effe&t of refletion and experience, is
niftaken for a callous and unfceling heart, though itis
a very different thing. To give way to the agitation of
“paflion, even under the fineft feelings, is the way to
prevent inftead of promoting ufefulnefs. A parent,
overwhelmed with furprife and anxiety at a calamitous
accident that has befallen a child, fhall be incapable ei-
ther of refle®ion or adivity, and {hall fometimes even
need the afliftance which he ought to give. But inde
pendently of this, there are certainly fome perfons who
contra& a habit of indifference as to the wants and de-
fires of others, and are not willing to put themfelves to
any inconvenience, unlefs their own particular concerns:
may be promoted at the fame time,

In oppofition to this, I mean to recommend to you a
difpofition to oblige, not merely by civil expreflions and
an affable deportment, but by taking a real intereft in
the affairs of others. Be not unwilling to lend your ad-
vice, your afliftance, your intercit, to thofe that need
them. Thofe who cannot {pare pecuniary afliftance,
may do many a&s of valuable friendfhip. Let every
neighbour perceive that you are not ready to quarrel
needlefsly, nor infift pertinacioufly on trifles; and if you
live to obtain credit and influence, let them be employed
to aflift the deferving of every clafs. If you undertake
to do the bufinefs of others, attend to it with the fame
fidelity, and if poflible, with greater punCtuality than
you would to your own. Some are ready to excufe or
juftify a contrary condué, by complaining of the ingra-
titude or injuftice of mankind; but in my opinion, thefe
complaints are contrary to truth and experience. There
may be many particular perfons both ungrateful and
unjuft; but in the world in general, there will be fcund
a cleamefs of difcernment, and an exa&nefs of retribu-
tion. Our Saviour tells us, with refpe& to one fault,
that of rath judging, what is equally true as to injuries of
every kind, ¢ With what meafure ye mete, it thall be
meatured to you again; good meafure prefled down and
fi:a ken together, and rupning over, thall men give unto
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veur bofom,™ Lule vi. 28, This, in my opinion, may
and oughe to be underitond hoth ways: As the chur-
Lth rabal generally mcets with his match, fo perfons of
.2 humane and friendly difpofition hall reap the fruits of
Tittothem ortheirs. The truth is, the difpofition itfelf
is not in its perfedtion, Lut when there is no regard to
an immediate retum, If you give, lonking for a fpeedy
recompence, it is mot ¢ rving, but felling.  You may,
however, fafely truitto the promife of God: ¢ Caft thy
tread upen the waters, {or thou thalt find it after many
days,” Ticl xi. 1. I have known many inftances of
kindreffes that were both remembered and requited,
after they had been long forgotten by him who beitow-
ed them; nay, fometimes they may be repaid in anothetr
rencration.  Jtisno inconfiderable legacy fora manto
fcn\'c to kis children, that he had always been a friend to
others, and never redufed lLis alliftance to thofe whe ttood

1 nced of it. '

It will not be an improper place, here to int=ocduce 2
few words dpen a fubje@, which has been often handled
by writers of the firft clafs: I mean private friendthip,
Some writers againtt religion, have actually made it an
objeétion againit Clisiltianity, that it does not recom-
mend private friendihip or the love of our country. If
this were true, it would be no fault; becaufe the uni-
verfal benevolence recommended by the gofpel, includes
all private affe@ions, when they are confiftent with it,
and is far fuperinr to them when they are contrary to it.
But in fa&, the inflances of private friendthip men-
tioned and alluded to in feripture, are a fufficient recom-
mendation of it; and even our bleffled Saviour himfelf,
1s faid to have diflinguithed the youngeft of his difciples
with particular affedion. I will therefore obferve, with
moft authors, that there is no true friendfhip, but what
is founded upon virtuous principles, and directed to vir-
tuous purpofes.  T'o love a perion who is not worthy of
love, is not a virtue, but anverror; neither is there any de-
‘pendance to be placed in trying cafes upon perfons un-
yrincipled at bottom. There never was a true friend
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who was not an honeft man.  But befides this important
truth, it is further to be obferved, that there is a fpecies
of friendfhip which is neither founded on virtde nor vice,
but mere weaknefs of mind. Some perfons, having ne.
refources in themfelves, are obliged to have recourfe to
fome other, upon whom they may lean, and without
avhom they feem as if they could neither think, a&, nor
even exift. This fort of friendfhip, is to be feen parti-
<ularly in princes and perfons of high rank, and is ge=
nerally called favouritifin ; but the fame thmg may be
obferved i all ranks, thoagh in the low er, it is not fo
confpicuous. We may fay of it, that it is like fome of*
thofe plants that are falfe and fpurious in their kind,
avhich have fome of the appearances, but want the moft
valuable and effential qualities of thofe that are genuine.
Such friendfhips are commonly contracted by caprice or
accident, and uncertain in their duration, being able to
be diffolved by the fame means. Valuable {riendfhip is
1he refult of judgment as well as affeCtion ; it is ore of the
greatelt comforts of life, as well as one of the greateft or-
naments to human nature, and its genumencfs may be
difcerned by the following mark—that though it is par-
ticular, it is not exclufive. When there is a great, but
~irtuous attachment to a perfon who deférves it, it will
amake a man not lefs, but more {riendly to all others, as
oppor tunity or circumftances fhall call Lim to ferve
hem.

You will perhaps be furprifed, that, as I have {o often
exprefled a defire of your being acco*nph[hed in every
reipe@, that I have heretofore faid nothing or but little
-on that politenefs and grace in bch‘w:om, which is fo
much talked of, and w hlch, in fome late writings, has
been fo highly extolled. What has been alrcady cx-
plained to you, Ihope, will lay the foundation for the
moft {olid, valuable, and durable politenefs. Think of
‘others, as reafon and religion recquire you, and trcat
them as it is ypur duty to do, and you will not be far
{rom a well-polifhed behaviour.  As to any thing fur-
ther, that is external in mode and propriety of carriage,

*
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it can never be learnad but by intercourfe with the beft
company. As to the writings above referred to, the
chict of which are Rochfocault’s Maxims, and Chefter-
ficld’s Letters. I think of them, as of many other free
writings; that wkhea viewed properly, they may be as
ufeful, a5 by being viewed otherwife, they are generally
pernicious. They contain adigetted fyftem of hypocrify,
and betray {uch pride and ﬁl.t-lufhcwncy, and fuch ha-
tred and centempt of miankind, as may well be an anti-
dote againit the peifen which they mean to conveys
Nay, cne would think the publication of fuch fenti-
‘ments is ridieulous, becaufe it is telling you that they
defire to be polite ; and, at the fmlc time, that this
politerefs cenfifts in taking you by the weak fide,
and difplaying their own addrefs, by over-rcaching
yours.

I muft alfo obferve, that fuch writers, give in gene-
ral a very unjuit, as well as difhonourable view of
nature and mankind. I remember, indeed, Dean Swift
fays,

As Rochfocault his maxims drew
From nature, I believe them true.

What mut I fay to this? Shall I fay that he did not
draw his maxims from nature ? I will not; becaufe I
think he did.  Am I obliged then, to admit them to be
true? By no means. It is nature; but it is juft fuch a
view of nature, as a man without principle muft take.
Tt is in himfelf, that all the error and exaggeration is to
be found.

Thofe who difcover an univerfal jealoufy, and indif-
eriminate contempt for mankind in general, give very
little zezfon to think well of themfelves. Probably men
are neither {o good as they pretend, nor fo bad as they
arc oftca thought to be. At any rate, candour in fenti-
ment, as well as conduét, as it 1s an important duty of
religicn, {o it is a wife maxim for the conduct of lifeg
and I believe thefe two things are very feldom, if ever,
found etker feparate | from or oppofed to each other.
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The laft advice that I fhall offer you, is to preferve a
facred and inviolable regard to fincerity and truth.
‘Thofe who have received their education here, or atleat
who have completed it, muft know how much pains have
been taken to eftablifh the univerfal and unalterable obli-
gation of truth. This is not, however, mentioned now to
introduce the generalfubje&, or to fhew the guilt, folly,
and danger of deliberate interefted falfhood, but to warn
you againft the fmaller breaches of truth, now fo very
commen; fuch as want of punctuality in appointments;
breach of promife in {fmall matters; officious falfhoods;
that is, deceiving children, fick perfons or others, for
their good; jocular deceptions, which are not intended to
continue long, or be materially hurtful to others. Not
one of thefe is without fin before God, and they are
much more hurtful than is commonly fuppofed. So
very facred a thing indeed is truth, that the very fhadow
of departure from it is to be avoided. Suppofe a man
only to exprefs his prefent purpofe as to futurity; for
example, to fay he will go to fuch a place to-morrow,
though there is no proper obligation given, nor any
right to require performance; yet if he does fo often, he
will acquire the chara&er of levity and unfteadinefs,
which will operate much to his difadvantage. . Let me
therefore, recommend to you a ftri&, univerfal, and
ferupulous regard totruth. It will give dignity to your
chara&er; it will put orderinto your affairs; it will excite
the moft unbounded confidence, fo that whether your
view be your own intereft, or the fervice of others, it
promifes you the moft affured fuccefs. Iam alfo per-
fuaded, that there is no virtue that has a more powerful
influence upon every other; and certainly, there is none
by which you can draw nearer to God himfelf, whofe dif-
tinguithing chara&er is, that he will not, and he can-
net lic.
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