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ADVERTISEMENT. i

T feems proper to acquamt'thevpubhc with the .
reafon and intention of this publication. It

- had been the cuftom in the college of New-Jerfey -

from its firft eftablithment, that the prefident fhould
preacha fermon on the Lord's day preceeding com-
meacement, for the benefit of young perfons in

“general ; and in the end, addrefs a particular ex-

hortation to the feniors of that year, who. were: to
receive the firft degree in the arts and leave col-
lege. This cuftom was very much approved by "
the author of the following fermon and addrefs,
on his taking charge of the college, and therefore .
regulaily continued. For feveral years, the ad-
drefs. was founded upon and had a particular re-
lation to whatever had been the fubje& of the pre-

ceeding difcourfe, But in the year 1775, when

the war with Britain was aGually begun, and eve-
rp thing feemed to. breath the fpirit of defence, he
chofe Chriftian Magnanimity, as the fubje& of the.
difcourfe ; and not knowing what mtght be the
event of the importapt conteft, he thought it ad-
vifeable to make a collection or fummary of alk the
advices that had been given: to the young gentle~
menfor their condutinlife, indifferentyears, under
difting heads. This produced the one now pub-
lithed, which, with fome variations and additions,
has been delivered to the clafs annually, fometimes
the fabbath preceeding commencement, and fome-
times on commencement day, when the exercifes
left room for it. The author having now intro-
duced every thing that he thought of fufficient im~

portance to find a place in it, and the length of

the piece having become fuch as not cafily to ad-
mit

.



iv ADVERTISEMENT.
mit of its being all pronounced in one day, efpe-

cially the day of commencement, he has been in~

.- :dueed to publifh it, together with the fermon which
" accompanied it, when firft prepared and reduced
. 80 a regular fyftem. He the more willingly
- agreed to.this, that feveral inftances have happened
of- gentlemen educated: at. this college fignifying,
that they thought they had received advantage, in
many fituations, by recolleding the advices given

them at their graduation for their conduét in life, .

He therefore now puts the whole into-their hands,
and into thofe af all who are willing to accept of
it, ‘as the fruit of long: experience and confidera<"

- ble. attention tn the courfe of human affaiss, ecar-

neftly wifhing that they may be ufeful and emi- -

- nent as citizens, {cholars, patriots ; and at the fame -
time befeeching them, that in any orall of thefe

charadters; they may neither forget nor be athamed -
tob@Q};ﬂﬁide; ' S o
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SERMON

®N
b CHRISTIAN MAGNANIMITY.

A}

1 THEsSAL@mANs, i, 124

* Sl'Zat yau would walk wartby of God, who batb.
called you into bis kmgdam and glory.”

'I‘H E; prefent ftate was intended to bc, and I
think muft, by every perfan of reflection, be
admitted to be a continual trial of the faith and-
conftancy of a Chriftian. It is thercfore a duty .
y| we owe to' others in general, but in a fpecial man-’
ner,the elder to the younger, to give them faithful
warning of the temptations and dangers, to which |
they muft, of neceffity, be expofed, if they mean
‘to walk in the paths of piety and virtue. It hath
often occurred to me, in meditating on this fubje&, -
that as falfe money is moft dangerous, when it is
likeft to the true, fo thofe principles and that cha-
rader, which approach the neareft to true religion,
if notwithftanding they are cflentially different
from it, will be moft ready to impofe on an un-
cautious and unfufpe@ing mind. Therefore, if
there is fuch a thing as a worldly virtue, a fyftom
of prirciples and duty, diQated by the {pirit of the
world, and the ftandard of approbatxon or blame
~ with the men of the world, and-if this is at bottom,
cffcntnaﬂy different from and fometimes dire&ly

oppofcd
L.‘.- .




2 Chriftian Magnanimitys

oppofed to the fpirit of the gofpel, it muft be of all-
athers, the .moft dangerous ‘temptation, to perfons.
of a liberaleducation andan ingenuoustura of mind«
. This, if I am not miftaken, is really the cafe.

There are fome branches of true rchglon which
are univerfally. approved, and which, impiety it—"
felf, cannot fpeak againft ; fuch as truth and integri-
ty in fpeech, honefty in dealing, humanity. and
compaffion to perfons in diftrefs. But there are-
- ather partxculars, in which the worldly virtue and _

the Chriftian virtue feem to .be different thmgsa‘

Of . thefe 1 fhall fele@ one, as an example, vizs
fpirit, dignity, or greatnes. of mind.- This:
feems to be entircly of the worldly caft : It holds.

"a very high place in the efteem of all worldly men : .
The boldeft pretenfions are aoften made to it, by.

thofe who treat religion with negle&, and rchg;ous
perfons with difdain or defiance. It is alfo a Vip-
tue of a very dazzling appearance ;- ready to cap-
tivate the mind, and particularly, to make a deep-
impreffion on young perfons,, when they firlt en-
ter into life. . At the fame time, the gofpel fecems
to ftand due&ly oppofed to it. The humility of
the creature, the abafement and contrition of the

finner, the dependence and felf-denial of the be-. .
" liever, and above all, the fhame and reproach of -

the crofs itfelf, feem to confplre in ohhgmg us ta
renounce it.

“'What fhall we fay, then, my brcthrcn? ihall we. .
fay that magnanimity is no virtue at all, -and that .

no fuch excellence belongs to human nature? - or.

thall we admit that there is beauty and excellence.

in xt—-confeﬁmg at the fame time, that it does not-
‘ . belong

\
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Chrifiian Magnanimity. 3

belong to religion, and only fay, that though we
want this, we have many other and better qualities
in its place ? To this'I cah never agree ; for every
real excellence is confiftent with every other; nay,
every real excellence is adorned and illuftrated by
every other. Vites may be inconfiftent with each
other, but virtues never can. And, therefore, as
magnanimity is an amiable and noble quality—
one of the greateft ornaments of our 'nature, fo I
“sffirm, that it belongs only to true and undefiled
religion, and that every appearance of the one, -
without the other, is not only defe&ive, but falfe.

~'The holy fcriptures, it is true, do chicfly infift
upon what is proper to humble our pride, and to
bring: us to a juft apprehenfion of our charaéter
and ftate. ‘This was wife and juft, becaufe of that
corruption -and mifery -into which we are fallen,
the contrary would have been unjuft. It isvevi-
“dently more neceffary, in the prefent ftate of hu-
mdn - nature, to reftrain pride, than to kindle
ambition. But.ds the feripture points out our
otiginal dignity, and the true glory of our nature,
{o every-true penitent is there taught to afpire after
the nobleft charadter, ard to entertain the moft ex--
alted hopes. In the paffage which I have chofen
as the fubje@ of my dilcourfe, you {ee the Apoftle
‘exhorts-the Theflalonians to walk ﬁutably to the
dignity of their chara&er, and the importance of
their privileges, which is a thort but juft dcfcrnptxon .
of true.and genuine greatnefs of mind.

My fingle purpofe, from thefe words, at this
time, . is to explain and recommend magnanimity
‘av a Chriftian virtue; and I wifh to do it in fuch

. ‘4
N -



4 Ghriftian Magnanimity:

- a nmnner, as neither to weaken its luftre, nor ad-

mit any degree of that corrupt mixture, by which

itis often counterfeited and greatly debafed. Some

infidels have in terms affirmed, that Chriftianity

has banithed: magnanimity, and by its Precepts of

- /mecknefs, humility, and paffive fubmiffion to in-
- jury, has deftroyed that noblenefs of fentiment,
* which rendered the-ancients fo illuftrious, and gives

fo much majefty and dignity to the hiftorics of

_Greece and Rome.  In oppofition to this, I hope
- to be able to fhew that real greatnefs is infeparable
from fincere piety, and that any-defed in the one,

.muft neceflarily be a difcernable blemith - in, the
~other. . 'With this view, I will (rft) give you the

principles of magnanimity in general, as a natu-
ral quality ; (fecondly) I will fhew what is necef~
fary to give it real value, as a moral virtue, and
(thirdly)-thew that it fhines with the moft perfeét
brightne(s as a Chriftian grace ; after, will-improve

the fubje&, by.a pradical application of what may

- be {aid for your inftru&tion and dire&ion.

- Eirft, thea, Jet me flate the principles of mag-
nanimity, in general, as a natural quality. I think
it muft be admitted, that as there is a real differ-

ence between bodies as to fize and bulk, as well s
other fenfible qualities, fo there is-a real charader
of greatnefs, ‘or meannefs, applicable to the mind,
diftin& from its other qualities-or powers. It is,

~however, I apprehead, a fimple impreflion, which

- cannot be explained or further analyzed, but may

cafily be felt, and is beft illuftrated by its effedts.

Thefe may be fummed up in the following parti-

culars : "To.magnanimity it-belongeft to attempt

' great
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3, great and difficult things ; II. to afpire after great
and valuable pofleffions ; IlI. to encounter dangers
with: refolution; IV, to ﬁruggle againft difficul-
ties with pcrfcverancc, and V. to bear fuffcrmgs
with fortitude and patience.

. 1, It belongs to magnanimity to attempt great
and difficult things. Thofe, who, from a love of
floth and eafe, negle& the exercife of improvement
of :their, powers, and. thofe who apply them with
ever fo great affiduity and attention, to things
mean or -of 4mall confequence;, aré plainly deftitute
of this quality. We perceive a meannefs and want
of fpirit in this refpect, when particular perfons fall
below their rank in life, or when, as is too fre-
quently the cafe in any rank, they fall below hu-
man nature itfelf. When a prmce, or other per-
fon of the firt ordef and importance in human
life, bufies himfelf in nothing but the moft trifling
amufements, or arts of little value, we call it mean ;
and when any man, endowed with rational pow-

Corifian Magnanimity.

. e, lofes them through negl% or deftroys them
1y,

by the moft grovelling fenfu we fay he is act-

~ing below himfelf. The contrary of this, there-

fore, or the vigorous exertion of all our powers,
and.particularly, the application of them to things
of moment and difficulty, ‘is real magnanimity.

.2, It belongs to magnanimity, to -afpire after
gtcat and valuable poffeffions. It is more difficult
properly to illuftrate this as 2 brarich of magnani-
mity, .becaufe of its frcqucnt perverfion, which
will be afterwards cx-plamcd "It feemns, however,

to be neceflarily included in the general charader.
A grcat mind has great capacitica of enjoyment
B

ai



: ? B ';CbrgYiian Magnanimisty.

-as well as adtion. - And as there is a differetee be~
tween the bleflings in our view, both in point of
dignity and extent, Tuch a man will not be eafily
fatisfied, or put up with what is either mean
or. fcanty, while he can acquire and poflefs a better

~ and more extenfive portion. The large and en-

creafing defires of the humar mind, have oftenbeen
- made an argument for. the'dignity of our nature,
and our having been made for fomethmg that is
great and excellent, .

3, It belongs to magnanimity to encounter
dangers with refolution. This is infeparable from,
and conilitutes a leading part of the character.,
Even the moft ‘excellent and valuable fervices to
mankind, if they are attended with no difficulty at -
all, or meet with no oppofition, though they re-
tain the chara@er of utility, yet, for want of this
circumftance, they lofc that of greatnefs. Courage
is always confidered as a great quality ; it has had
" the admiration, or rather adoration, of mankind in
cvery age. Many, when they fpeak of magnani-
mity, mean nothing elfe but courage, and when
they ipeak of meannefs, have little other idca but
that of timidity. Neither is there, I think, any
human weaknefs, that'is more the ohje& of cons
‘tempt and difdain, than cowardice, which, when
applied to life in general, is commonly called pu-
fillanimity.

4, It belongs to greatnefs, to ﬁrugglc agamﬁ:
difficulties with fteadinefs and perfeverance. Per-
feverance is nothing elfe but continued and inflex+
ble courage. - We fee fome perfons, who fhew the
gtcateﬁ: activity and boldnefs for a feafon, but

time



Chriftian Magraninitys 7

time and oppofition weakens their force, andfeems,
~ if I may fpeak fo, to exhauft their courage, asif
they walted the power by the exertion. Perfe~
verance, therefore, is neceffary to. greatnefs. Few
things are more. contrary. to this chara&er, than
- ficklenefs and uafteadinefs. We commonly join
together, the charadters.of weak and changeable:
sth, In the laft place, it belongs to greatnefs to
beat fufferings with fortitude. and: pattcncc. This
isa kindred quality to the former, and is neceffary
to complete the chara&er of magnanimity. Such
is the ftate of human things, that fuffering is in one.
way or another, wholly unavoidable. It often
happens, that difficulties cannot be removed, or
enemies cannot be conquered ;.and then it is the
laft effort of greatnefs of mind, to. bear the weight
of the one or the cruelty of the other, with ﬁrm— .
nefs and-patience. This virtue. has always been of .
the greateft reputation. It-is a well known faying,
of a heathen. philofopher, that a great man, fuffer-
ing with invincible_ patience, under a weight of “
misfortunes, is a ﬁght, wh;ch even the Gads. mu&""
behold with admiration. a
Having thus painted out the. pnncxples, or ra-
ther enumerated the chief effe@ts of magnanimity,
as a natural quality, let us. now, in the fecand'place,
confider what.is. neccﬂ'ary to give it real value, as
a moral virtue. 'This is.of the. utmoft importance,
and muft appear.fo, to all whq will confider the
fubject with attention. That-I. may fet.the. matter
in. as clear a hght as poffible, obferve, that to ren-
der magnanimity a valuable quality, it, muft fur-
ther have thc foUowmg charaders, -

13



$ Chriftian Magnanimity,

1, The obje& of our defires muft be juft- as
Well as great. - - Some of the nobleft powcrs of the
human mind, have often been exerted in invading
the rights, inftead of promoting the interefl and
~ happinefs of mankind. As the hiftory of the world,; -

is little elfe than the hiftory of human guilt, fo ma-+
ny of the moft illuftrious names, tranfmitted down
to us, have been thofe of the moft a&ive and fuc-+
cefsful deftroyers of their fellow-creatures. There
may be, and there have been in fuch perfons, ma-
ny or moft of the ingredients of natural greatnefs
of mind, but thefe have anly ferved to make the
charadters, in the eye of reafon, more hideous and.
- deteftable.
2, Our defires ought to bc governed by
~ wifdom and prudence, as well as juftice. If any
perfon cither forms difficult profpeds, or afpires
after great paofleflions, and in profecution of his
purpofc:, exerts ever fo much’ caurage, fortitude,
and patience, yet if thefe defigns are lefs ufeful; -
‘or thefe pofleflions’ lefs valuable, than others to
which he 'might have applied the fame talents, it
cannot deferve the name of true magnanimity. If
any perfon, for example, forms a refolution of ex-
~ erting his fkill, in fuch feats or performances a» have
_ nothing or very little valuable in them, but that they
are difficult and uncommon, I think no- man will
pretend that he has any title to the charactetr of
greatnefs of mind, otherwife a rope-dancer might
‘be a-hero : Or if any perfon thould fpend a whole
life, in the moft unwearied application to the fin-
gle purpofe of accumulating wealth, however vaft
hls defires, or however aﬂomﬂung his fuccefs, . his
: merit

P A N I
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Chriffian Magnanimity. 'y

merit would be very fmall. Nay, we muft be fen-
fible that he has loft many opportunities of doing
fignal fervice to mankind, and of acquiring more
valuable.and durable enjoyments, while in pur-
fuit of this, which, after all, will difappoint his
hopes. - , :
}l;, The principle of adion muft be honorable,
as well as the atchievements illuftrious. = If a per-
fon does things ever fo extraordinary in their na-
ture, overcomes the greateft difficulties, or braves
the moft formidable dangers, merely to make his
mme famous, we muft at once perceive how much
it detradts even from his name itfelf. This is not
the language of religion only, it is the language of
~ reafon, and the di¢ate of the human heart. An
infatiable thirft of praife, is fo far from being ami-
able, that it is hateful or contemptible. 1 am fon~
fible that a thirft of fame, is not only apparent in,
but {eems to have been confefled by many of the
moft diftinguithed heroes of antiquity; but as it
certainly does abate, in a good degree, the luftre
of their great a&ions, {o the indulgence that is giv-
en them, upon this head, is wholly owing to the.
difadvantages they lay under, in a flate of hea-
theni(m, and their ignorance of a better and nobler
principle. Nothing, fays an eminent author, can
‘be great, the contempt of which is great; and,
therefore, if a contempt of riches, a negle@® of
fame, and a readinefs to facrifice both to duty and
ufefulnefs, is one of the moft glorious chara&ers
we can conceive, it is plain, that not the deeds, but
the principle is the evidence, and not the head nor

the hands of man, but the heart is the feat of genu- .
inc greatnefs. . - ' 4

i



10 Chriftian Magnanimity,

4, In the laft place, in order to real greatnefs;
every attempt muft be poffible and rational, per-
haps probable. Nothing is more common than to
find perfons, under the pretence of great: and 'il-

Tuftrious defigns, profecuting what is not of any

value when obtained, and at the fame time, fcarce-
ly poffible, and no way probable to be obtained
atall.  This is declining altogether from the line

of greatnefs, and going into the path of extrava-
gance. Again, ¢hould any man undertake what.

he was altogether unable to perform, however ex-

cellent the dcﬁgn were in itfelf, we would  pot

dignify it even with the name of ambifion; he
would acquire and deferve the charadter not of
greatncfs, but of folly or madnefs. ,

On the whole, it is plain that thefe moral pria-
ciples, mult enter into the compofition of true
greatnefs, and that when they are wanting, the na-
tural gharaders mentioned before, degenerate into

temerity, ferocity and obftinacy.

This leads me in the third place, to thew not .

only that there is nothing in real religion, contrary

"to magnanimity, but that there, and there only, it
appears in its beauty and perfection. Let me brief-.

ly run over, and apply to religion, the above men-
tioned ingredients of magnanimity. .

1, It is to attempt great and difficult thmgs.
Religion calls us to the greateft and moeft noble at-
tempts, whether in a private or a public view. In
a private view, it calls us to refift and fubdue every

corrupt and finful paffion, however firongly the -
indulgence is follicited by the tempting objeét, or

recoms

vice, and aflume the names of pride, " ambmon, '
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recommended by the artful feducer. The impor
tance and difficulty of this ftruggle, appears not '
only from the holy fcriptures, but from the expe~
rience and teftimony of mankind in every agea
What cautions are given by Solomon upon this
fubje& ? * He that is flow to anger, is better thin
- the mighty, and he that ruleth his fpirit, than
¢ he that taketh a city.” The wileft heathens have
inculcated the neceffity of felt-government, and the
danger of furrounding temptation, by many in~
fru&tive images. But why ‘fhould I extend this -
'l part of the fubject ? How few are fuccefsful in this
. sttempt ? This alone is a fufficient proof, that it is’
- great and difficult, and every perfon exercifed to
godlinefs, will be abundantly fenfible of it, {rom,
the ftate of his own heart, - ' B
In apublic view, every good man is called to live
and a& for the glory of God, and the good of
‘others. Here he has as extenfive a {cene of adti-
vity; as he can poffibly defire. He is not indeed
permitted to glory or to build an altar to his own
[ vanity, but he is both permitted and obliged to
exert his talents, to improve his time, to employ
his fubftance, and to hazard his life in his Maker’s
fervice, or his country’s caufe. Nor am I able to
conceive any character more truly great than that
of one, whatever be his ftation or profeflion, who
is devoted to-the public good under the immediate
order of Providence. He does not feek the bub=
ble reputation in the deadly breach, but he com-
plains of no difficulty and refufes no fervice, if he

tllixinks he carries the commiflion ef the King of
ings, | S

'2d,
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12 - ELbriflian Magnanimily,
- 2, The 'truly pious man afpires after the great~

‘eft and moft valuable poffeflions. He defpifes,

#ndeed, theuncertainand theunfatisfyin g cjoyments
of time.  His defires after prefent enjoyments, are .

fubjeced to the will of God. He has given them

up without referve, yet his heavenly Father know=
eth that he hath need of thefe things, and therefore
he both afks and hopes to receive what is fuitable
and ncrcﬁary, and believes that a little that a juft
man hath, is better than the riches of many ‘wicked."

‘But the glorious obje& of the Chriftian’s ambition,

is the inheritance incorruptible ‘and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away. The honorable- relation
he fands in to God, as his adopted child in Chrift
Jefus, inclines and authorifes him to hope for

‘this purchafed poffeffion, and enables him to'look

- down with becoming indiffexence, on all the glory -

of this tranfitory; world.. Let the ‘rich man gtory-
in his riches, and the wife man glory in his wifs
dom ; he only glories in this, that he knoweth the -
Lord, and fhall be with him forever.

3, . True piety encounters. the grcatcft dangcrcy"
with refolution.  The fear of God is the only effec

tual mean to deliver us- from the fear of man.:
' Experience has abundantly fhewn, that the fervants -

of Chrift have adhercd to his caufe, and made pro-~
feffion of his name, .in" oppofition to all the terrors
which infernal policy could prefent to them, and -
all the fufferings, .with which the moft favage inhu-
manity could affli& them. -But as this belongs té .
the. cafe of perfecutlon for confcience fake, which; -
by the peculiar kindnefs of Providence, is exceeds
ingly rare among us, it is proper to obferve, that

CVC!y



Chriflian  Magnanimityi 13

every Chriftian has frequent opportunities of ma-
nifefting a holy refolution in encountering the re-
proach and derifion of worldly men, for adhering
‘to his\ duty. And when we confider how hard it
is to bear reproach and fcorn, called in fcripture
“ the trial of cruel mockings,” there will appear to
be no fmall meafure of dignity and heroifm in him,
who can calmly fubmit to it from every quarter, ra-
ther than depart from his duty. . There are not a
few, who are apt to boaft of their fpirit and refo-
lution, who are yet unable to bear reproach, and
meanly make the fentiments of others, and the
caprice of fathion, the rule of duty, in place of the
clear di&ates of confCience and the word of God.
How contemptible is this, compared to the con-
duct of that man, who fecks no fame, but by ho-
neft means, and fears no reproach for honeft ac-
tions, but contents himfelf with a filent and believ-
ing regard to him who feeth in fecret, and who
thall at laft bring every work into mdgmcnt. _
4, True piety perfeveres with conftancy in op-
pofition to continued trial. -This is indeed what
diftinguithes the Chriftian warfare from that of
- every other. It continues through life, and the
lat enemy to be overcome is death. In all the
conflitts between men on earth, the iffue may be
fpeedily expected, and the reward immediately be-.
ftawed ; but in religion, it is only he who fhall
endure to the end that thall be faved. Thisadds
greatly to the difficulty, and feems to fhew not
only the excellence and beauty, but the real dig-
nity ahd magnanimity of the Chriftian charader.
5 In thc laft place, guc piety endures fuffer- «

mg
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14 C&rﬂian Magrzarximify.’

ing with patience and fortitude. If we reflect ups
on the number of fuffering martyrs, whofe tefti-
mthcs are upon record, we fhall fée with what
calmnefs and compofure, with what undaunted
firmnefs, and fometimes with what exultation and
triumph they have gone to a fcaffold or been tied.
to a flake. Can any ‘perfon think you, who hath
‘gone to the held of. battlc, in quett of glory, or
who hath braved the dang er of the feas, in ‘queft. ’
of wealth or power, be once comparcd thh thole .
who " have cheerfully giveri up the precious life,
or fubmitted their bodies to the torture, to keep
their conlciences tndefiled? But, my brethren,
Chriftian patience is much moré’ frequently tried
in another mannef. The believer has made an
unteferved-furrender of himfelf and his all, to the
difpofal of Providence: His falthfulnefs to this
romife, is brought almoft every day to the trial.
gor the Chriftian then to fuffer reproach, without
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing, to be
fubmiffive under the lofs of fubftance, and fay with
Job, ¢ naked came I oiit of my mother’s womb,
- and naked fhall 1 return thither : the Lord gave;
and. the Lord hath takcd away ; bleffed be the
. pame of the Lord *.”—To yield up relations, arid to
* fay with David, « I {hall go to him, but he fhall not

return to me§.”To look forward to approach= . .

ing death, and fay with the Apoftle Paul, « I ami
“mow ready td be offered, and the time of my de-
parture is at hand.” This is magnammxty in=
deed ; this is the moft folid glory to which any
chxld of Adamr can poflibly attain. 1 procced

i
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in the laft placc, to rhake fome pra&ncal improve-
‘ment of what hath been faid:

1, You may learn, from what has been faid, that
whenever honor differs from confcience, it is a trea-
cherous guide ; wherever fpirit and dlgmty of mind,
% 2 worldly virtue, differs from true religion, an

even from the fimplicity of the gofpel, it is falfe .

and fpurious. The gofpel, it is true, will not fuf-
fer men to feek revenge or to delight in it. It
%ill humble them in the fight of God, and make

~ them felf-denied in the prefence of men, yet it

will conftrain them not to refufe any duty to thé
one, or any ufeful fervice to the other. It will not

fuffer them to be ambitious of higher places of ho-

nour and truft, but it will make them aétive and

2ealous in the duties of that place, in which thcy ‘

already aré. It will not fuffer them to refent in-
juries and gratify revenge, but it will make them
withftand a. king upon his throne, if he prefumc
to ifiterfere in the matters of their God. What
i there here that is not noble 7 -

After all the teftimony in favour of -true pxcty, '

is univerfal, if carcfully attended to. Every one
mutt acknowledge, that oftentation and love of
praife, and whatever is contrary te the felf-denial
of the gofpel, tarnithes the beauty of the greateft
aftions. Courage and modefty, merit and humili-
ty, majcﬁy and cqndcfcenﬁon, appcar with ten-
fold glory, when they are united ;- it is impoffible
to feparate them; to divide, is to deftroy them,

They are like lxght and fhade in a pi&ure, which -

ire neceffary to each other, and which, by their uni-

pn, conflitute the beauty and augment the luftre of
: ' the

[
i
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* the picce. So true is this, that the higheft polith
that any perfon can receive in commerce ‘with the
_world, is to have an apparent difpofition to prefer
the intereft of others to his own, to guard againft
every degree of offence, and to be always ready to
. oblige. I have often- been plealed with that ob-
fervation of a foreigner of highrank *, that worldly
politenels is only an imperfect imitation of Chriftian -
charity, it is nothing elfe but a ftudied appearance
of that deference to the judgment and attention to
‘the intereft of others, which a true Chriftian hath as
the rule of his duty, and the difpofition of his heart.
2, Suffer me to obferve, that as Chriftian magnanx-
_‘mity is more excellent than that of the world, it is
~alfo more pra&lcable. and in fadt, more univerfal.
Worldly magnanimity is what always requires fuch
talents, as do not fall to the lot of many, and fuch
opportunities for its exercife, as very fcldom oc-
cur. The road to heroifm is not open to every
man, But that magnanimity, which is the fruit
of true religion, being indeed the produé& of divine
grace'is a virtue of the heart, and may be attained
by pcrfons of mean talents and narrow poffeflions,
and in the very loweft ftations of human life. In
fad, there have been, and aré daily examples of
it in every rank, ~ We fee the heroic fortitude of
the martyrs, as manifeft in thofe of early years, and
the wcakeft fex as in any other; and whoever will
vifit the folitary walks of life, may find in the
lowet flations, humility, thankfulnefs, patience
under affliGtion, and fubmiffion to providence,
fuch as would do honor to the moft approve d vir=
. tue,

* The Prince of Conti. ‘ '
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- : tue, and the mo& cnhghtened mind. To defpife
- riches, and reftrain the motions of envy and impa-
- tience in a needy flate, is perhaps as truly noble
.~ a8 to improve them wifely in a higher. . Thus the
-~ honour which is. chiefly defirable, is cqually open
- to-the rich and to the poor, to the learned and to
the-unlearned, to the wife and to the unwile, as it
- comethfrom God, who is no, refpeéter of perfons.
- One oft the beft and happxc"t effe@s of ferious re-
- fle@ion Is, to bring us, in a great meafure, all upon
~ alevel, as indeed in one moft important refpe&t—
‘the magiftrate with his robes, the fcholar with his

Jearping, and the day-labourer that ftands unne-
_ticed, are all upon the fame footing—for we muft
all appcar bcfore the Judgmcnt Seat of Lhnft.

b
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_CENTLEMEN S
AS you have now finithed the ufiral courfe of
ftudy in this place, and are to enter upon pub-~

lic life in a variety of ways, as each fhall be dcter— '

“mined by inclination or- other circumftances, I wiy
- lingly embrace the opportunity ‘of addreffing an
exhortation to you, at this important and intereft-
ing period of your lives. . 1 do not mean to fay
much if any thing that you have never heard be-—
fore, but to lay hold of your prefent fituation, with
fome hope, that what may be faid now, will remain

~ upon your memory, and have an influence upon - '

your future conduét. That I may fpeak with the
- greater clearnefs and precifion, 1 will divide what
‘Yhave to fay, into three branches: I. your duty
to God, and the intereft of your fouls: II. the pro-
~ {ecution of your ftudies, or the improvement of
your talents as members of fociety : IIL Prudence
in your commerce with the world in general,

your outward -provifion and other circumftances.
i life. As

r
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As to the firft of thefe, it is to all men of the
greatcﬂ: moment. Some ‘of you, I know, and more,
I hope, are intended for the fervice of Chrift in.
the miniftry. . To this we have the univerfal fuf-
frage, that true religion is abfolutely neceflary, with,
which I heartily agree. But I with thefe who are
deftined for other employments, may not fome-
times make a comparifor: here unjuft in itfelf, and,

dangerous, perhaps even ruinous to their own,
fouls. Becaufe true religion is neceflary to a mi« |

nifter, and they are conlcious to themfe]ves, or at:
leaft fulpeét that they are without religion ; inftead.
of laying to heart the things that belong to their,
peace, they only determine that they will follow.
fome other calling. But alas, though the differ-.
‘ence to-the public is very great, the difference to
the perfons themfelves, feems to me’ But very finall.
A clergyman without religion, to be fure is a-

*' dreadful chara&er, and when vifible, a deteftable
one; but truly one would think at the clofe, of
life, it will be but little comfort to a man, that h

. muft go to the place of torment, not as 2 minifter,
but as ‘a lawyer, phyfician, foldier, or merchant. "
Therefore fuffer me to fay to you, and to all who

~ how hear me, that the care of your fouls is the one-

thing needfid.. All mankind, of every rank; de-
homination and profeffion, are finners by nature.
The minifters of the New Teftament have received
a commiffion to -preach the gofpel to every crea-
ture : ¢ He that believeth fhall be faved, and hc
that believeth not fhall be damned.”
While 1 fay this, I beg of you to- conﬁdcr that ’

the advantagc& which you have enjoyed, will be an

.- aggra-
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aggravation of your guilt, if they are unimproved.
,There is an equity as well'as wifdom often to be’
“obferved in the Providence of God. Unlefs reafons
of foverexgnty, that is reafons unknown to'us, pre-
vent if, judgment will be inflicted, when 2 per-
fon or pcople 15 ripe for the ftroke.  Therefore

as fome plants and fesds, both from their own na~

ture and from the {oil and fitaation in which they
sre placed ripen fooner than-others, fo fome per-

fons, by the early pains taken upon-them, and the -

privileges they have enjoyed, fill up the meafure of
their iniquities fooner than pthers, and are more
fpeedily overtaken witi deferved vengeance. There’

are many common  fayings that are the effe@ts of

. error and prejudice ; for example, that which you’

will be told by many, that the children of good'
men are as bad as any. If this is intended to in-
finuate that a regular and pious education dffords
no gxound to -hope for good behaviour in after

life, it is at once contrary to reafon and experi-.

ence. But if we thould fay that when young per-
fons pioufly educated, burft reftraining bonds af-
fundcr, and are feduced into vicious courfes, they
commonly run fafter and farther than others, it
is a certain fa&, which may be cafily accounted

. for, and affords an important inftruion to all.

After intreating you to lay religion to heart, I
muft befeech you to guard againft being too eaiily
fatisfied in a matter of infinite moment, Do not
think it enough to be prudent, cautious, or decent
in your condudt, or to attain a charadter formed
upon worldly principles and governed by worldly
motives. 1 am not agaml’c (as you all know) in-<

s ~ troducing
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trodiicing. every:argament sgainft fin, 2ad thewing
- you that loofe pratices ire ruinéus teé namo, bo-
dy, and cftate. Nrither is it wrong that you fhioutd
fortify overy pigus refolution by the -addition ef
theft: motives. = But alas! the evil lwes deepers
* Except a man bo borh again, he cannot enter
~ into the kingdom of God.” True religion muk
arile from a clear and detp coavi&ien of your loft
ftate, by .nature and pradtice, and an unfeigned re-
~ liance on the pardoning mwercy and fandifyin
grace of God. - Co
Suffer mae, upon thisfubje®, earncttly to recom-
mend to all that fear God, to apply theinlelvds
from theit carliclt youth, to the exercifes of piety,
“a life of prayer and communion with God. = This
1s the-fource from which 4 real Chriftian muft do-
rive the focret comfort of his heart, and which-
alose will give beauty, confiftency, and uniformity
o an examplary life. The reafon why I have
mentianed it on this occafion is, that youth, when
the fpiritsare. lively and the affe@ions vigorous and
Atrong,is the feafon when this habit muft be foriri-
ed.. . ‘Thére are advantages” and difadvantages at-
tendiag .every ftage of life. An aged Chriftian
will mabarally grow in prudence, vigilince, ufeful-
nefs, afterition- to. the courfe of Providence and
fubjedion co the divine will, but will feldom attain
to greater fervour of affefion and lifs in divine
-worfhip, thaa e had been accuftomed to from his
-€azlyiyedrs. On the contrary, he will generally fee'it
neceflary inftead of trutting to occaficnsl impul-
fos ta guard and: frengthien the: habit by ordérand -

o ) . B¢"
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Be ¢companions of them that fear God. = Efteem
them always moft highly;:and fhun, as a-contagious
peftilence, - the fociety not only of loofe perfons,
“but of thofe efpecially whom you perceive to be in=~
fe&ed with'the principles of infidelity,. or enemies
to the power of religion, . Many of thefe are. much
more dangerous to pious perfons than open; pro-
fligates. . As for thefe laft, decency.is againft. them,
the world itfelf ‘condemns: them, :reafon defpifes
‘them, and :prudence;fhuns them. He muft have
a very mean tafte indeed who is capable of findin
pleafure in diforder and.riot, - If I had no higher
_pleafure -on ‘earth. thah 'in eating and drinking, I
would not chufe to eat and drink with the drunk~
en. Order, neatnefs, elegance.and even modera-"
-tion itfelf are ncccﬁ'ary to exalt and refine the plea~-
fures of a fenfual life.” Therefore I will not allow
-myfelf to fuppole, that 1 fhall afterwards hear of
.apy of you roaring and {wearing in taverms, or
;wafting your, bodies and eftates by lewdnefs and .
~ debauchery, or that you'take pleafure in thofe

-who do fo. ' But be efpecially careful to avoid
.thofe who are enemies. to vital piety, who do not
‘pretend to fpeak-directly againft religion, but give
_every, ill name they can think of, to all who feem
" to,be in earneft on that fubje&, and vilify the ex~
. ercifes of religion .under the names of whining,
~cant, grimace, and hypocrify. Thele are often um-
. happily fuccefsful in making fome: uncautious per~

fons athamed of their Redeemer’s name, his traths,
his laws, his people and hijs crofs;:; -

- 1 need hardly obferve that this is not to be under-
ftood as recommending pharifaical pride and fu-

. L‘ v Lo . %S Pcr-
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percitioufnefs far lefs' arafh and prefumptuous
judging of the ftate of others, It is not-only law-
ful ‘but our duty, to have a:free communication
with our: fellow-citizens, for the purpofes of focial
life : 1t.is not only lawful but our duty to be. cour~
teous and to give every proper evidence: of refpe®-
and attention to others, according fo:their rank
and place in fociety. What I mean to caution you
againft, is an unneceflary, volu.ntary intexrcoufe,
fuch. as has inclination for its motive and:pleafure:
for-its object.  With refpeé& to. this, we need not:
hefitate to. fay with the- infpired prophet, « he thag
walketh' with wife men: fhall be wife, bul a com=~
pamon of foolsthall be deftroyed:™
~2, I come now to fpeak a little upon the: profe-
cution: of yous ftudies andthe improvement.of your:
talents. : Your education in a {eminary of learn~
ing, is only intended to give you the cléments ands
firft principles of {cience, which thould:whet your
appetite for more, and which will. enable you to
proceed: with -an affured hope of fuecefs. It hath
been geénerally a favourite point with me, to: re~
- cemmend the unton of:picty and literature; and ta
guard young perfons againft -the ‘oppefite cx<
tremes. We feedometimes,thg pride of unfanified:
knowledge do great injury to religion, and on the
other hand, we find fome perfons of! real piety de-
-fpifing human learning, and difgracing ‘the moft
glorious truths by a. meannefs and indecency hard-
ly fufferdble :in- their- manner. of hanllliag them.
On this account, induftry:and. application to fiudy
isof the utmoft importance to thefe: who are. mtcns-
dzd for the efﬁcc of the xmmﬁ;ry. \ R
But



24 . m Adilrefs to the Senior Clafss

But 1 have it furthér in view, to recnmmeind-to-
you aHl, witheut exception, adife of diligonee and-
© applicstion. Aweid floth 48 o dangomm« enemy.-
Bear it, hate it, and defpife it. It is B commow
faying, that men donet kirow their own wesknefs,

hiat it is 38 true, ded 3 truth -more -important that

they :do .not know their own firength. 1 defire
that you will receive the following informatiom

fronx 1ae, which I dare fay gycry perfon of judgs

raent and expsrience will ¢onfirm, that multitudes
of moderate capacity have been ufefulin their ges
meration, r¢fpeed by the public, and fugcefiful i
life, while thefe effuperior talents from mature, by
mere {lothfylnef$ and idle-habits, or fclf-omdulgencw,
hate lived n&ic[a and digd contemptible. There
is-alfo a. d:fpeﬁtmn in ydung. people, which  youo
knoxe] have often fot myfelf -to ‘oppofe, to - think
that lnofe, irsegular faliiey, end. fometimes even vi~
© tipus diberties -are.a fign, of fpirit apd capacity.
The very contrapy is the truth. - It pequires ne
goniusat all to do mifchief. Perians «of the greats
. e ahiluy thave -generally been lavers of oxdq'
Nrither it there anyinftange to:befound 6f:a:man’s
arriving at great ‘reputation er ufefulnefs, be his
dapacity ‘what it might, without 1nduﬁry md ape
plication.

Suffer me here, in a particular manner, to e
ccmnmend ta ‘you 2 firmnefy of mind and Ready
perfaveranee, as of the utmofk moement to your
progrefs and fuccefs. Whatever a ‘man's talents
from natuse may be, if he apply himfelf to what
is:nat:altegether unfuitable to them, and hold on
- with fteadinefs and uniformity, he wxll be ufefui
. an

2 e roe
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‘ lmpamalmy ina dd:fuﬁvc publu:, which will fhew

and hapriy, botdf he-be looTe and -wnlptike, ifipae

- ¢ignt of the flownels of things in thewr ufual courfe,

and fhifting from projed tp projed, the w\dl g)mp
bably neither be theons.norithe other. .
1 am fomewhat at a lofs:what: to fay xd:ﬁtdhnt
radter and reputation, yet it isifo. importanta point,
that - it muft not be omitted. True alj
fhould furnith you with @ higher and nobler :print
tiple to govern yaur.condufl than the defire of ape
plaufe from men. . Yet in:fubordination, ite what
ought to be the great purpofe of life, the apprphar
tion. of the Supreme Judge, there is a;juft and lau-
dable gmbition: to:do what is praife-worthy:acong
-This aught nat 'te be extinguithed in -the
lamis of youth; being 2 ‘powerful fpurendin-
citement to virtuous or illuftrious-adtions. Altew-
ly geod man will feek no praife but hy homeft
mgans, and will be fuperior even to difgrace:iffelf,
i brought upon him by :adherence to his-duty.
Yot will he :alfo be terderapd careful not to. give

| juft caufe to any to impeach His condu&. If I

might be permitted to diret your:views upon this
ﬁxh)c:& '1'would fay, confider:that your charadter

is alpeady. begmmng to form. Every ftep yon
take further-in life, will both afcertain and {pread
it. You ought:alfo to.be informed, that natwith-

Afanding all thc hackneyed complaints:of the pan-

txzhty and cenforioufnefs of the world, a man’s real
chacadker, in paint of ability, is never 'miftaked,
and but fe/dom in point of morals. Thatthere ane
many malicious and cenforious porfons I agrev, bot .
ties are nat half {o durable as truth. There is 2n

itfelf '
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itfelf. where means of information:are afforded.to
it; . ‘Therefore- réverence the judgment of ‘man-
&ind :without idolizing: it.. " Be as cautious as pofs
fible to do. nothing ithat deferves cenfure, ‘and ‘as
Jirtle concerned:as poffible. what reproaches. may
fall upon you undeferved. It is not a contradic~
tion; but perfeély.confiftent to fay, a man:{hould
be tender. and even jealous of his chara&ter, and yet
not greedy of praife.. There is an amiablenefs and
dignity in the firft, but 2. meannefs and.littlenefs in
_thelaﬁ,. / L . . o0

- . “Another 'advice: near a-kin .to the laft is,” do-as
much as you can to deferve praife, and yet avoidas
anuch as poffible the hearing: of .it. This is but
-another view . of the fame fubje®; and that it may
-be the more ufeful, and my intention in it the more
‘manifeft, I will extend it both to praife and dif
praife. 'When you come into public life, and be-
comie: the objeéts- of .general attention, not only
-guard againft . fithing for applaufe, and beingin-
quifitive after what people think “or fay of you,
dbut avoid knowing it-as much as you decently can:
"My reafon for this is, that whether you will or not,
:you will hear as much of the flanders of your ene-
‘mies as you will bear with patiente, and as much
-of the flattery ‘of your frieads, or_interefted per~
-fons as you will bear with humility. : Therefore
-prepare yourfelf for both, but feek for neither.
.Several eminent -authors, as you doubtlefs know,.
‘have given it as an advice to young clergymen, and
:other: public' fpeakers, to get a friend who 1s 3
:goad judge, and intreat him to make remarks up-
~on their compdfition, carriage, .delivery, &c. with

fidel-
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fidelity. " I have nothmg to fay againft the:good+
nels of the advice in itfelf, but at the {ame'time, I
have no great conviction of the neceflity or.even
the utility of it. . It is very feldom that advice is
aftked in this manner, but with a view to obtain 2
compliment, and ftill feldomer that it is given withy
fufficient freedom and impartiality. If any man:
has . humility ,and felf-denial enough ‘to with to
know his own faults, there will be little difficulty -
in difcovering -them. Or if we could fuppefc,
there: were difficulty to himfelf, his enemies:or. ri-
vals, or ‘talkative people, though they be neither
the one nor the other, will fupply the defe®. Per-
haps -you ‘will think, that in the ftrictures of ma-
lice and envy, there is generslly-an acrimony that
has no great tendency:to reform ; likg 2 rufty knife,
~-which makes a very painful wound though not
very deep. . I agree to this fully, and yet affirm, that
there is {fo much-the more yirtue, .fo much the
mare wifdom, and perhaps I may .add, fo much
the more pleafure in making this ufe of them..: -
- I conclude this part of my fubjeé, with advifing -
you-to maintain a friendthip with one another;
and to carry the intimacies of early life, - through
the whole of it. - To this I add,: that you ought
to defire and cultivate the correfpondence of: men
piety and learning..- Man-made for fociety,
dcnves his chief advantages of every kind, from the
anited efforts. of many- confpiring to the fame end:
As'to piety, nothing is:more effential to it, than
focial communication. - It properly confifts in the
fupreme love of- Gad, and:fervent charity to all -
men. The’ Chnﬁxan alfo hath neefl of the affifts
B \ « ' ance
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anee of others in his paffage throu.gh this warld,
where. he lias fo much. oppofition to encovnter,
Thoefe. who deferve this charadter, are faid to be
pilgrims and ftrangers in the carth. Therefors
they ought to keep together, left they dafe theis
way. . They comfort each other in d)ﬁrdi, they
aflitk cach dther in doubts and difficulty, they e
bolden. cach dther by their example, and. they:af-
fiff each other by their prayers.

‘This is: ho lef the cafe in refpe& talmram
It has beon obfetved, that great and eminent men
hav‘e gcncrally, in every nation, appeared in cluf

‘The reafon of this probably’is, that their
focxety and mutual intergourfe greatly adds to theic
~ improvement, and gives force and vigour te .the
talents which they may feverally poflefs. . Nothing
is fo powerfyl an incitement to diligence, or fé kin-
dles the beft fort of ambition, as the friendthip,
advice, and aflitance of men. of lczmmg and
warth.  The approhation of onefuch, is of more
‘value to-a noble mind, than peals of applaufe. from
an undilcerning multitude. ~ Befides, the affiftance

which men of letters gm: to cach other,. is really

neceflary in the execution. of particular works of
great compa@ and utility. If it is by the labours
of preceeding ages, that itis.noew poflible in .one
life to attain to fuch a degree of knowledge as we
have fometimes feen, fo it is by the concurrence of
many friends lending their afliftance, that one man
has been fometimes able ta prefenc to the public,
a fyftem of fcience, which without that aid, he
alone would have in vain’ aftempted to bring to
perfetion. There. is. no circumftance  which
: . throws

.....
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throws this new country fo far back in point of
fcience, as the want of public libraries, where tho-
rough. refearches might be made, and the fmall
number of learned men to affit in making thefe
tefearches pradicable, ealy or'complete.

. 3» The laft head on which I promifed to give
you my advice, was prudence in your communj-
cation with the world in general, your outward
‘provifion and other circumftances that conduce to
the happinefs and comfort of life. On this fub-
je&, 1 begin with what I have often recommended
to you, frugality in the management of your af-
fairs, order and exadtnefs in your drefs, furniture,
books and keeping of accounts. Nothing could
be further from my mind than to récommend the
temper or condudt of avaricious men, whofe fordid
fouls have no higher ambition, and indeed, hard-
ly any other defire than that of getting pelf. This

is not only unbecoming a gentleman and a fcholar,
- but in my opinion, wholly inconfiftent with" the
‘character. I never knew an inftance of a perfon
in whom this difpofition took place in carly life,
that could apply to ftudy, or that became eninent
in any thing that was good. The oppofite viceis
‘the common fault of youth, and it'is againft this'I
would caution you. The frugality I would recom-
mend, is that of an independent mind, that fears
and {corns fubjeftion to others, and remembers
“the juft faying of Solomon, that the borrower is
fervant to the lender. That frugality which ari-
fes from order and ceconomy, is not only confiftent
with, but it is the parent of liberality of fentiment
‘and generofity of condu& Itis mdeed the fource
‘ T ok
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“of beneficence, for no man can beftow out of an
empty purfe. On the other hand, covetoulnefs
‘and profufion, are by no means repugnant to each
“other, and indeed they are more frequently joined
than many apprehend. The firi®ure of .Salluft
in the chara&er of Catiline, alieni appetens fuf pro-
Juus, has been often cited, and may generally be
applied to loofé and profligate livers. Ihope there-

~ fore you will learn betimes to diftinguifh between
~.the virtue and the vice, and to adhere to fhc one

as much as you defpife the other.

"~ I will make .an obfcrvation here, which may bc
“applied not: only to the diftin&ion of chara&er in
“this” inftance, but in almoft every other that has
been or fhall be mentioned. It will be much your
intereft, if you learn betimes to make not a hafty

but adcliberate and candid Judgment, when you -

infer chara@er from appearances. The habits of

“life which men contra&, give abials to their opini-

ons and even a tinéure to their converfation and

" phrafeolngy.  Perfons inclined to levity and dif-
fipation, will often afcribe to covetoufnefs, what
~ arifes from very different caufes. I have known
- even in youth, 2 perfon declining to engage in 3

party of pleafure, accufed by his companions as
mean and {neaking, and afraid of his purfe, when,
in reality, it was not that he loved money more,
but pleafure lefs.. It may fometimes happen, that

- a perfon of principle, will fec it proper to decline

meetings of feftivity, though not directly finful as

S an unneccﬂ'ary wafte of time, or from fome other
- circumftance to him dangerous and enfiiaring-
- 1 have. alfo feen perfons more advanced ih- years,

who

/
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‘whe from a habit, perhaps a neccﬂ'ary habit of ftric
temperance, and retired manaer of life, were vcry' ‘
fparing of perfonal expence, and even not. much’
difpofed to focial intercourfe, and therefore called
clofe or covetous, and yet when applied to, for.
pious, or charitable purpofe, would be much more
liberal than others of an oppofite turn of mind.
Obfervations peffe@ly fimilar might be madc up-
on the oppofite chara&er of liberality, "It is not
- every kind of opennefs of heart that indicates pro--
 fufion.. Weare told by Solomon*, ¢ that the libe-
ral. foul fhall be made fat,” -and by the prophet
Iiaiah, that ** the liberal defireth liberal things, and
by liberal things he (hall be eftablifhied F rom
thefe ‘contrafted- remarks, I infer, that as it is fel-
dom neceflary to judge peremptorily of others,
fo forbearance and the moft charitable allowanc:,
is both our duty and interéft.

In the next place, I rccommend to you, hunulnty
‘of heart and mecknels of carriage. I confider in -
this place, the grace of humility as a virtue efpecie -
ally ferviceable to your eatthly comfort;. I con- -
fider and mean to treat it as. 3 maxim of worldly
pradence. The fcripture feems. to point it out as. .
peculiarly neceffary for this purpofe, and to annex
| thc protmfc of earthly happmefs to the pra&tice of

“ Bleflfed are the meck," fays our Saviour, for- -

thcy fhall inherit- the ‘earth§.”" I would. under-

fland him as faying, every good man thall inherit, -
the . kmgdom of Heaven, but. thofe who excel in. .

“meekne(s, thall of all others have comfort. on earth.

-lo many different views,.we may fee the propncty

. : f .
. Prov.,xa. 34., 4 Ifa.uxxn. 8. Mat. v. 5. * 0
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of this connéxion. "Nothing is more¢ offenfive to
others; than a proud, afluming manner. "It not
only magnifies every fault, but itiates even good
condu&@. Itis not only odious to virtuous perfons,
. but it'is equally, if not more fo, to thofe who are
without principle. Some vices recommend a man
to the vitious in the fame line as one drunkerd is
pleafed with the fight of another ; but nothing is fa
hateful to a proud man, as another of the fame cha~
ra&er, nor is offence foaner given ar taken than
between thofe, who, in this.refpe&, perfedtly re=
femble one another. 'This vice is not only odious:
to perfons of underftanding and refle®ion, but to
the moft ignarant, being as cafily perceived as it is
univer’fally hated. = T 2
" The moral virtue of mecknefs and condefcen-
fion, is the beft ground-work. even of worldly po~
~liten¢ls, and prepares a man to reccive that polith,
which ‘makes his behaviour generally agreeable,
~and fits him for intercourfe with perfons in the
“higher ‘ranks’ of life, The fame virtue, by the
_compofure and felf-command thit accompanies it,
 cnables 2 man to manage his affairs to advantage,
‘in whatever calling he may be engagéd, or in what-
-ever ftation he may be placed. - A good fhop-
- . keeper is commonly remarkable for this quality.
“Peaple love tp go where they meet with good
words and gentle treatment, whereas the peevith
~and petulant may be faid to have a repelling qual-
ity agb\it them, that will nqt fuffer any body to

~approach them. e o
To complete the whole, mecknefs of fpirit is

as ufeful to @ man’s felf as mecknefs of carriage is
- , . : accepta-

!

—
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acceptable to others. The meek fuffer much'lels

from the wnavoidable evils of life, than-thofe of ‘a .

contrary difpofition. Many crofs accidents of the

lefs important kind, are in‘'a'manner annihilated

when they are born with calmnefs. The injury

they do us, is not owing’ half fo much to their

weight or fcvcnty, as to the: irritability of- their
own minds.- . It is evident, that the fame difpofi~
tion muft greatly alleviate calamities of a heavier
kind; and from analogy you may perccive, that as
it mitigates the forrows, it multiplies and adds to

the fweetnefs of the comforts of life. A moderate

portion, gives- greater fatisfacton to the humble
and thankful, than the moft amplc pofleffions to
the proud and impatient. :

- Nearly sallied to the-above virtue, is the govern- .
ment of your paffions; and-therefore of this, I fhall
fay but little. Every ene muft be fenfible how
important it is, both for the fuccefs of your world-

Jy callings and-'your ulefulnefs in public life, to

have your paflions in due fubjedtion. Men of
furious: and ungoverned tempers, prone to excefs

1in attachment and refentment, either as to perfons

or. things, are feldom fuccefsful in their purfuits,
or refpected and ufeful in their ftations. Perfons
of ungoverned paffions are almoft always fickle and
changeable in their meafures, which is of all things
the moft -fatal to important undertakings. Thefe

' generally require time and patience to bring them'

to perfection. As to public and political life in
Particular, the neceflity of felf-government is fo
great and fo univerfally acknowledged, that it is
ufual to impute it in eminent men, not to prinei-

y | ple.
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- ple, but to addrefs and policy. Itis commozﬂy
faid, -that politicians have no paffions. Without
“enquiring into this, I fhall only fay, that whatever
truth may be init, is ftill in favour of my argu-
‘ment. The hypocrify does honor to the virtue.
If the appearance.be fo neceffary or fo ufeful, -
what muft be the value of the reality ? .- ...
.~ I will here take an apportunity of confuting, or
“at leaft corre@ing a common faying or proverbial
fcntunent, many of which indeed that obtain belief
in a blinded world, are nothing but falfe colouring.
and deception. - It is ufual to fay in defence of
~ fudden and violent paffion, that it is better to fpeak
freely and openly, than to harbour and cover fe=
cret heart-malice. Perhaps I might admit that
this would be true, if the inward rage were to be
as violent, and continue as long, and return as.of-
ten as indulged paffion. Every perfon muft agree,
that ‘wherever there is 2 deep and lafting hatred,
 that never forgets nor forgives, but waits for. the
opportunity of vengeance, it deferves to be confi-
dered as a temper truly infernal. But in moft in=

. ftances of offence between man and man, to refirain
the tongue is the way to govern the heart. - If you -
“do net make mention of an injury, you will truly
and fpcedﬂy forgive it, and perhaps literally forget

it. Ragc is in this refpe& like a fire, if a vent s ‘

_given to it, it will increafe and fpread while there
15 fuel to confume, but if you can confine and
ftifle it, you will completely extinguith it. . - - .
To the government of the paffions fueceeds the
government of the tongue. - This indeed. will -in
. a grcat mcafurc, be the effe@ of the former, and
there-
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therefore is recommended by all the fame argu-
ments, yet it deferves very particular attention fe-

* - parately as amaxim of prudence. There are great

indifcretions in {peech, that do not arife from pal-
fion, but from inattection and want of judgment
as to the propricty of time and place, and indeed
‘many other fources. - I would therefore earneftly
Tecommend to you, to habituate yourfelves to re-
ftraint in this refpe&, efpecially in the early part
of life. * Be fwift to hear (fays Solomon) and
low to fpeak.” Forwardnefs in fpecch is always
‘thought an affuming thing in youth, and in pro=~
-mHcuous companies, is often confidered as an in-
fult as well as an indifcretion. It is very common
for the world in general and ftill more fo for men
of judgment and penetration, to form an opinion
"of a chara@er on the whole,: from fdme one cir-
‘cumftance, and I think there are few things more
unfavourable in this way, than a talkative dipofi-
tion. If the firft time I am in company, ef-
pecially - with 2 young man, he talks inceflantly
“and takes the whole converfation to himfelf, I thall
hardly be brought to have a good opinion of him,

- “whether what he fays be good or cvil, fenfe or non-

fenfe.” There are fome perfons, who, one might
fay, give away fo much wifdom “in their {peech,
that they leave none behind to govern their a&ions.

. But the chief danger of an ungoverned tonguc.
is, that it kindles the firc of contention’ among

"others, and makes qncmlcs to a man'’s felf. So-
lomon fays, * where no talebearer is, the ftrife ceaf-

eth. A little experience will thew you, how un-

ﬁfc it is to ufe much frccdom in fpeech with ab-
: fent

-
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fentperfons. . In that eafe you put yourfelf whel-
ly in the power of thofe that hear you, and are in
danger, not only from their treachery or-malice,
but from their miftakes, ignorance and imprudence.
Perhaps it would be too rigid to {ay, that you ought
never to fpeak to a man’s prejudice in his abfence,
‘what you would be unwilling to fay in his pres
fence. Some exceptions to this rule, might ea-
fily be conceived. But both pruderce-and candonr
require that you fhould be very referved in this
relped, and either adhere firiftly to.the rule, orbe
fure that good reafons will juflify adeparture fromit.
. This will be a very proper place to give you
fome direcions, as the moft proper condu@ when
you fuffer from the tongues of others. Many and
grievous are the complaints of what men fuffer
from the envenomed fhafts of envy and.malice.
And there certainly is a firong difpofition in fome,
to invent, and in many to believe flandérous falf-
hoods. The prevalence of party, either in reli-
.gion or politics, never fails to produce a plentiful
.crop of this poifonous weed. One of the mofi im-
‘portant rules upon this fubje& is, that when an ac-
‘cufation is in any degree well-founded, or fufpici-
~ous appearances have given any occafion for it, the
firft duty is to’ reform what is really wrong, and
_keep at'a diftance from the difputed limit.

- This will bring good cut of evil, and turn an
‘injury into a benefit. But in cafes as it may often
“happen, when the flandet is perfedtly groundlefs,
T hold it to be in general the beft way wholly to

_defpife it. Time and the power of truth, will ('?f :
‘themfelves do juflice in almoft every cafe of this

kind,

hy

i
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kind, bt 'if you fHow an' ihpatiencd under if;
tdifpofition to refent it, or a folicitudé to réfute
#, the far greateft part of mankind will beliéve it
wot the lefs buf the moére.  If {lander Weré 2 plant
ot an animal, I would fay it was of 4 very ftrange
faturé, for that it would very eafily die, but could
not eafily Be killed: It difcovers a greatiefs of
mind 'and 4 confcious dignity té defpife flanders,
which of itfelf commands refpe@; whereas to bé

" tither offenided or diftrefed by them, fhews aweaks

hefs not amiable; whether the accufation bé tiue
or falfe. _ 3
- This rule I do not fay is wholly without exdceps
lion ;- there may be cales where vindications may
be néceffary and effétual, but they are not many,
iiid I think I have feen in the courfe of my life;
téafon t6 make the following diftin&ion : If the
#cufation or flander be fpeéial, and relate to a
particular fadt, fixed by time, place and other
<ircdmftances, and if it be either wholly falfe ot

I3

ieflentially miftaken in its hature and tendency,

the matte? may be explained and juftice may be
done, Buf if it be a general charalter; that happens
to be imputed t6 4 man, he oight to attempt rio f¢-
futation of it but by condu&; the more he ¢complains
“of it, the more he-fpeaks of it, the more k¢ denics
1t, it will bé the more beli¢ved. For example; if it
‘be affirmred thit a man fpoke profanely in a cet-
"Nih company, dt a certain place and time, when he
"was not prefent at all, it may be dafily and com-
Pletely refuted, but if he is accufed of beifig proud,
.Contentipus, covetous, or deceitful, slthdigh thefe
Accufations dre pretended to be-fupperted by a train
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of fads, it is better to let them wholly alone, "angd
fuffer his condu@ to fpeak for itfelf. . There are
inftances in hiftory of accufations brought with
much plaufibility and urged with great vehemence,
.whxch yet have been either from the beginning difbe-
lieved or by time canfuted ; which occafioned the
Latin proverb, Magna ef weritas et prevalebit.

All the above-mentioned particulars may be faid
to be.the happy effects of wifdom and benevolence,
united, or rather perhaps in the llght in which they
have been ftated to you, they are chiefly the proper
fruits of that wifdom which is «profitable to direc.”
But I muft add another advice, which is.the im-
mediate effec of benevolence and good-will, that

s, be ready to affift others and do good as you
La.ve opportunity. As every thing is liable to be

abufed,. fometimes the maxims.of prudence take

2 wrong dire&tion, and clofe the heart againft im-
preffions of fympathy and tendernefs towards others
~in diftrefs. ~ Somctimes indeed, the coolnefs and
compolure of fpirit, and that felf-command which
s the effe@ of reflection and experience, is mifta-
Xen for & callous and unfeeling heart, though it is
avery different thing, To give way to the agxta-
tion of paflion, even under the fineft feelings, is

the way to prevent, mﬁead of promoting ufeful-
-mefs.. A parent, overwhelmed with furpnze and
-anxigty, ata calamitpus. accident that has befallen
.a child, fhall be mcapable cither of reflection or
.a&iyvity, and fhall fometimes even need the affift-

< pce which he ought to give.. But independently of .

this, | there are certainly fome perfons who contra&
a habit of mdnﬁ”ercncc as, to the _wants or defires of
‘ . _ others,

P R U It 2 T .
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others, and are not wxllmg to. put themfelvcs to any
inconvenience, ,unlefs their own pamcqlar conccms
mzy be promoted at the fame time.. o ,
‘In o(s)poﬁtlon to this, 1 mean to recommend to
you a difpolition to oblige, not merely by civil ex-
preffions 4rid an affable deportment, but by taking’
a realintereft in the aflairs of others, 'Be not un=
willing to lend - your advice, your affiftance, your,
intereft to thofe that need them. . Thofe who_ can-,
not fpare pecudiary afﬁﬁance, may 'do_many’ a&ts
of valuable fncndihnp Let every neighbour per-.
ceive that you.are not ready to qu,arre% necdlefsly,
por infift pertinacioufly on trifles,” and if - you live.
to obtain credit and influence, let them be employ-
ed to affitt the'deferving of every clafs. If" you un-
dertake to do the bufinefs of, others, attend to it,
with the fame ﬁdthty, and'if poﬁiblc, with’ gx;eater
pun&uality than you would, tq your owa. Somc
are ready to excufe or Juthfy a conrrary gondu&
by complaiting ot‘ the mgratltude ar injnftice af
mankind. ‘But.in my opinion, thefe gomplamts '
are contrary to tiuth and experlcnce. There ma
be many paxttcular pexfons botl ungrateful anzl
unjutt; but in'the world’ in general, there' will be,
found a clearnc(s of dilcernment, and an_eéxatnefs
of retribution, ' Our Saviour tells us mth refpe&
to one fault; ‘that of rath Jjudging what is equally
true ‘as to injuries of every kind, ¢ with what
meafure ye mete, it fhall be meafuxed to you
again ; good mealure prcﬁ'cd ‘down and fhaken
together and running over, "fhall men give inta
your bofom* » Thxs, in my- opinion, ‘may and
; eught
* Luke vi. 38.

. ¥
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cught to be underflood both ways:  As the

churlith ‘nabal ﬁcngr;lly mects with his match, fo

perfons of a humane and fricadly difpofition,

fhall reap the ituits'of it {o them or theirs. The
truth is, ‘the difpofition itfelf is ppt in it; per-.
fe&tion, ‘but when there is no regard to an imme-
diate return,’ ‘If you give looking for a fpecdy

recompence, jt is fiot”giving, "but felling. "You

may, however, fafely " truft "to the promife of

- God': ««'Cattriy bread upon the waters, for thou
~ thalt find it aftér fany days§,”. 1. have known
~ rnany inftances ‘of kindnefles that ‘were both re-
membered dnd requited, after they had been long
forgotten by himy who beltowed them, Nay, fome-

times: ‘they “may ‘be ‘répaid in. another generation, .
It fs''no inconfiderable lcgacy for 3 ‘man to leave

tfb hw ”C_h,iiq‘t"gn;i'thgt ﬁé;h‘iﬂ "‘JWays f bé’éri"'a 'fricn
to others, and never réfufed his iffiffance to thofe
who ftood i need’ofit, S T - -

.o o

.t will mot dbe’ ah improper place, Rere to ins
. troduéea ‘few words upon a fubjedt, which has
~ been- ofterf. handled by writers of the firft clafs ;
~megn-private friendthip. "Some writers againft
eligion, bQV9‘i&u'alfy made it an obje&ion againft
Chnftianity,’ that it does not recommend pri~
vate friendthip ‘or ‘the love’ of our country. If
this were trug, it wauld be no fault, becaufe the
univerfal ‘benevolence recommended by the gof-
el, Inclydes all private affeGtions, when they are
onfiftént with it, and is far fuperior to them when
they are contrary to it. But in fa®, the inftances

~ of private friendthip mentioned and alluded te in
S o ' {erip=
 YEd xi1,
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feripture,, are a fufficignt rgcommendatxea of ik
and even our blefled Saviour himfelf is faid tq have
dlﬁmguxfhpd the youngeft of his difciples with pary
ticular affection. [{ will .therefore obferve waith -
moft. authors, that thcre 1s ne true fnendfh;p, bg;
te&ed to vutuous purpo[cs Tq love a p;;fgg :
who is not woxthy of love, is not a v;rtuc but 3
error. - Neither 15 there: any depcmdance to_be
placed in. trying cafes upon perfons unprincjpled
at bottom. Thcre never, was a truc fuend whe
was not an honeft man, . But, befides . this i impory |
tant truth, it is further tq be ‘obferved, that there s
a fpzqus of friendthip which is pcxther founded oR
virtug nor vige, but mere weaknefs of mipd, . Some
perfons- having no refources. -ip ;hem(clvqs, 'arf
obliged to have recourfe to fome other; upon whom
they may .lean, and without whom they feem ag
if they could neither thmk ad, nor even exifty
This fort of friendfhip is to be feen pamcula;h'
in princes.and perfons of hxgh rank, and is; :gendr
rally called favouritifin ; but the fame thu;g may
be obferved in all ranks, tbough in the lowey, it i§
not fo confpicnous. We may {3y of it, that it.is like
fomc of : thofe plants, that are falfe ar;d fpys
rioys in their kind,- ‘which have fome of the apy
pearances, but want the moft valuable and effeqtia}
qualitics of thofe that are genuine. - Such fricndy
thips are, commonly contra&ted by caprice or accir
dent, and uncertain in their duration, being liable
to be diffolved by the fame means. Valuable
friendfhip is the refult of judgment as well as af-
feGion ; it is one of the greateft comforts of life
. as
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as well as one of the greateft ornaments to human
nature, and its genuinenefs may- ‘be difcerned by the
followmg mark—that though it is particular, it is
fiot ‘exclufive. ~ When there is a great, but vir-
tuous attachment to a perfon who deferves it, it
will make a man net lefs but more friendly to alk
others, as-opportunity-or c1rcumﬁances fhall calf
him to ferve them. ' .

: You will perhaps be furpnfcd that as I have fo
often exprefled a defire of your being' accomplifh~
~ edin every refpedt, that I have heretofore faid no-
thing ‘or -But- little on -that- ‘politenefs “and grace
in »‘behav:ourz, which is b ‘much talked of, and
which, in fome: late: wrrtmgs, has been’ o high~
Iy extolled: " What has beén already explained to
you, I hope will-lay the foundation for:the moft
folid, valuable and’ durable politenefs. - “Think of
others as reafor’ and religion require you, and treat
them as it'is'your duty to do, and you will not be
far from a well-polithed behaviour.” As to any
thing further, that is external in mode and propri-
ety of carriage, it can'never'be learned but by in-
tercourfe with the beft company. As to the wri-
tings above referred to, the chief of - which are
Rochfocault s Maxims, and Chefterfield’s Letters. I
think of thei as of many other free writings, that
when: v1cwcd properly, they ‘may be as ufeful,

as by being viewed otherwife, they are- gcnerally
pernicious.. Thcy contain a digefted {yftem of
hypocrily, " and betray fuch pride and felf-fuffi-
ciency, and fuch hatred or contempt of man-
kind, as may well be an antidote againft-the poi-

1on which they mean to convey.. Nay, one would
" think
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think the publication of fuchfentiments isridiculous;

_becaufe it is telling you that they defire to be. po-

lite, and at the fame time that this politenefs
confifts in taking you by the weak fide, and dif-
playing their own addrefs by over-reachmg yourss

I muft alfo obferve, that fuch writers give in ge-
neral, a very unjuft as well as difhonorable view
of nature and mankind. I remember indeed Dean
Swift fays,
. As Rochfocault his maxims drew

From nature, I believe them true. - -
What muft I fay to this? fhall I fay that he dld
not draw his maxims from nature ? I will not, be-
caufe I think he did. Am I obliged then to ad-
mit them to be true? By no means. It is na-
ture, but it is juft fuch a view of nature, as a man -
without principle muft take. Itis in himfelf, that
all the error and exaggeration is to be found.

. Thofe who difcover an univerfal jealoufy, and
indifcriminate contempt for mankind in gene-
ral, give very little reafon to think well of them-
felves. Probably men are neither fo good as they
_pretend, nor fo bad as they are often thought to be,
At any rate, candour in fentiment as well as con-
.du@, as it is an important duty of religion, fo it
Jis a wife maxim for the condu& of life ; and I be~
lieve thefe two things are very feldom if ever found
cither feparate from or oppofed to each other.

The laft advice that 1 fhall offer you, is.to pre-
ferve a facred and inviolable regard to fincerity and
truth. =~ Thofe who have received their educa-
tion hcrc, or at leaft who have completed it, muft
Jknow how much pains have been taken to-eftablith |

L . . the
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 the imiverfal ind unaltérable obligation of trutb.»,

Thijs' is dot however mentioned now té introduce
the geheral fubjé&, of tothéw the guilt, folfy and

.danger of- deliberate interefled falthood, but tao
“Warn you againft the fmaller- breaches of truth
- pow: fo very ‘cominon, fich as want ef punce
tuality in appointments, bresch of promife in-fmall

- gnattets; officious falthoods; . that is, dccemeg ¢hil-

dren, fick perfons or others for their good jocular

.deceptions, which aré not - interided to edntmuc long

or be materially Shurtful to others,’ ‘Not one
bf thele is without fin before Qod, and they are
much more hurtful than is commenly fuppefedi .
So:very facred a thing indeed is tiuth, that the
~very fhadow of departure froni it is to be avoided.

* Buppofe'a man osly to exprefs his prefent. purpofé

as to futunty, or example, to fay he will go to fuck
a place to-mdrrow, though there is no proper ob-

i’ ~ ligation gwen, nor any right to require perform-
| dance yet if he does fo often, He will acquire the

fr "chara&er of lcvlty aid unfteadinefs, which will

pulous regard.te truth.

‘operate mugh to his difadvantage. Let me-theres
fore recommend to you a ﬁrx& univerfal and fcru-
It will give dignity te

. your charadter—:it will put order into your affairs--=

- it will excite the moft unbounded confiderice fo
' ithat whether your view be your own intereft, or the

fervice of others, it promifes you the’ moﬁ alfured

fuccefs. Tam alfo perfuaded, that there is no vir-

itue that'has a mere powerful influénce upen every

othcr, and certainly, -thére is noné¢ by which yoéu

draw nearer to God himfelf, whofe dxﬁmgmﬂi—

m gfngaébep—as, that he will not, and he caﬂdot lié,
"S9P L N I§ . A
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