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The Daviv, N°. II. 

HEN I firft came into 
this country, nothing was 

farther from my expectation than 
the conteft that has now taken 
place between Great-Britain and 
the Colonies. The reader, I fup- 

fe, will alfo readily believe me 
when I affirm, that what rclates to 
this important ftruggle, made but 
afinall part of the matter I had me- 
ditated and digefted for the fubject 
of thefe diflertations. But from 
fome letters which I have received, 

and much converfation that I have 
heard, it appears plain that fome- 
thing of this kind is expected from 
me, and that if it is long withheld 
it will be difficult to avoid fufpi- 
tion from the warmer fons of li- 
berty. It is not eafy to determine 
what branches of this great argu- 
ment it would be beft to take up, 

as moft fuitable to a {peculative 
philofopher, and at the fame time 
moil neceffary or ufeful to the bulk 
of my readers. The natural rights 
of mankind, and the caufe of li- 
berty in general, have been ex- 
plained and defended in innume- 

rable treatifes, ancient and mo- 
dern. The application of thefe 
principles to the American contro- 

ver fy, has been made by many 
writers among us, with the great- 
eft clearnefs and precifion. The 
nature of government, and method 
of balancing a civil conftitution, I 
cannot fay has been handled either 
with fo much fulnefs or propriety 
as the other topics, yet on this alfo 
many excellent obfervations have 
been made. If it has not been 
much reafoned on, it feems never- 

Vor, II. 

theiefs to be both felt and under- 
ftood in almoft every corner of this 

Continent. 
Leaving therefore thefe fubjects 

for the prefent, as we are yet 
engaged in a war fomewhat fin- 
gular in its nature, important in 
its confequences, and uncertain in 
its duration, I fhall beg leave to 
make fome remarks as a fcholar, 
and as acitizen of the world, on 
the manner of carrying on war. By 
this is not meaut to lay down a 
plan of difcipline or ta€licks for an 
army, or of ftratagems and ma- 
neeuvres for a general or inferior 
leader; but to confider by what 
means wars of different kinds may 
be carried on, confiftently with 

reafon, confcience, or comfon u- 
tility. Every body muft have ob- 
ferved how frequently the news- . 
papers are filled with complaints 
of our enemies, as acting favagely 
and barbaroufly—as being guilty of 
unnatural ¢ruelty—ascarrying on a. 
felonious and piratical war—as ac- 
ting contrary to the laws of war. 
I have, however, taken netice, that 
among all thefe differtations, little 
or nothing has been faid to thew 
ehy they have acted barbarolifly, 
further than that they have a&ed 
unjuftly in being our enemies at all. 
No one has told us what are the 
laws of war, or endeavoured to 
make us underftand when enemies 
may be faid to act a fair and ho- 
nourable, and when a daftardly 
and cruel part. 

This fabje& I fhall now there- 
fore enter upon, and will endea- 
vour to handle it with as mnch 
fimplicity as poffible, that it may 

be ufeful to perfons of the loweft 
rank, and moft common under. 

21 ftanding 
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ftanding. Let me trace it to its 
fource. Wherever fociety exitts, 
founded upon clear elftablithed 
laws, this obliges us to form an 
idea of a itate previous to the for- 
mation of fociety, or before fuch 
or any laws were made and ac- 
knowledged to be in force. This 
is called a ftate of nature. I do 
not enter into the innumerable 
queftions upon this fubje&; as, 
how long it could continue, when 
men increafed in number? Whe- 
ther it is a ftate of war or peace? 
Whether inclination prompted, or 

neceflity compelled men to enter 
into fociety? It is fufficient for 
my purpofe to obferve, that inde- 
pendent nations are in a flate of 
natural liberty with refpe&t to one 
another, or as man to man previ- 
ous to the focial compact. When 
they difagree they have no com- 
mon umpire or judge to refort to, 

but muft decide their quarrels by 
the {word., The gueftions then to 
be refolved are three; 1. Are there 
any laws at all by which they are 
bound? or, are all kinds of force 
or violence equally juft? 2. If not, 
what is the law? what is it that 
makes the diftinction? and, 3. 
What is the fanction of the law? 
‘To whom fhall we complain when 
it is broken? 

If there is any fuch law, it is 
certainly very juftly denominated, 
by civilians, the law of nature and 
nations. Of nature, becaufe its 
principles are to be derived from 
the ftate of natural or univerfa] Ji- 

berty, and perfonal independance; 
and of nations, becaufe there is no 
perfon in fuch a itate at prefent,ex- 
cepting nations orlarge bodies,who 

confider themfelves as independent 

ef each other. Now that there is 
fuch a law I think is evident, not 
exly fram the univerfal acknow. 

ledgment of men, and the pradice 
of nations from the earlief a b 
but from the nature of the thing. 
If there are any duties binding up 
on men to each other in a ftateof 
natural liberty, the fame are due 
from nation to nation. Bodies po. 
litic do not in this circumftance 
differ from individuals. The fame 
anfwer mult be made to the fecond 
queftion. It is impoffible to men- 
tion any right that an individual 
may juftly claim, either as to per- 
fon or property, from his fellow 
men, but a fociety has the like 
claim upon any other fociety. 
Their perfons muft not be affanlt- 
ed, nor their property invaded. 
The fingle purpofe of fociety, in- 
deed, is to proteé the individual, 
and to give him the ftrength of 
the public arm, in defence of his 
jul and natural rights. 

But it will be afked, in the third 
place, What is the fanétion of this 

law ? and, who is to call the offen- 

der to account? To this I anfwer, 
That the fanétion of the law of 
nature is nothing elfe but a fenfe 
of duty, and accountablenefs to 
the Supreme Judge; to which may 
be added, fuch a fenfe of general 
utility, as makes men fear that if 
they notorioufly trample upon it, 
reproach and infamy among all na- 
tions will be the effect, and pro- 
bably refentment and indignatioa 
by common confent. Agreeably to 
this,having recourfe to force is often 
called an appeal to heaven, and it 1s, 
at the fame time, generally accom- 
panied with an attempt, by fome 
public declaration, to convince 0- 
ther nations of the juitice of the 
caufe. 

Omitting many things that are 
not connected with the point I 
have in view, particularly without 
cnnumerating the legitimate caufes 
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efwar, but fuppofing nations en- 
d ina war which they believe 

on both fides to be juft, let us afk, 
What are the means by which this 
war isto becarried on? The firft and 
moft obvious anfwer is, Byall manner 
of force or open viclence; and the 
moft able warrior is prefumed to 
be the one that can invent weapons 
the moft deadly and deitructive. 
It is admitted alfo on all hands, 
that force may be ufed not only 
againft the perfons and goods of 
the rulers, but of every member of 
the hoftile flate. This may feem 
hard, that innocent fubjeéts of a 

flate fhould fuffer for the folly-and 
indifcretion of the rulers, or of 
other members of the fame flate. 
But it is often unavoidable. The 
whole individuals that compofe a 
fiate, are confidered but as one 
body. It would be impoflible for 
an enemy to diitinguith the guilty 
from the innocent. When men 
fubmit to a government, they rifk 
their own perfors and poffeflions 
in the fame bottom with the 
whole, in return for the benefits 
of fociety. 
Upon this principle, open vio- 

— lence may be. faid to have no 
bounds, and every method that 

can be invented to fend deftructi- 

on and mifery to any part of the 
hoftile ftate, may be thought to be 
permitted. But upon the princi- 
ples of general equity, and the 
confent and praétice. of modern 
times, acts of cruelty, ‘and. inhu- 
Manity, are to be blamed, and to 

be confidered as a violation of the 

law of nations. Many.-of them 
might be eafily-enumerated, fuch 
as refuling quarter to thofe who 
fubmit, killing. .prifoners.. when 
they might. be keyit.,without- any 
danger, killing womea and: chil- 

dren, Inventing methods-of torture, 
burning and deftroying every thing 

255 
that might be of ufe in life. The 
ufe of poifoned weapons alfo has 
been generally. condemned, as well 
the poifoning of {prings and pro- 
vilions. 

The celebrated Dr. Robert- 
fon of Edinburgh, in a fermon 

before the fociety for propa- 
gating Chriftian knowledge, has 
made an oblervation to this pur- 
pofe, ‘ that to the honour of mo- 

‘ dern times,and (as he thinks) par- 
‘ ticularly to the honour of Chrif- 
‘ anity itfelf, there is much more 
‘-gentlenefs and humanity in the 
‘manner of carrying on war than 
‘formerly.’ If we look into an- 
cient hiftory we fhall fee fuch in- 
{tances of ferocity and cruelty in 
many cafes, as are too fhocking to 
be related. There is no fact, how- 
ever, in the records of antiquity on 
this fubje&, that ever ftruck me 
fo much as the account given of 
Sefoftris, becaufe it fhews, not the 
barbarity of a particular montter, 
but the fpirit of the times. He 
is extolled by many ancient au- 
thors for his clemency, becaufe he 
did not put to death the princes 
whom he unjuftly attacked and 
conquered. Yet he ordered them 
to wait upon him with a yearly 
tribute, and on thefe occafions ufed 
to voke them in his chariot, and 
make them draw him, in place 
of horfes, to the temple.. How 
much worfe than death would this 
appear at prefent to a captive 
prince? 

But however juftly praife may 
be due to modern times for compa- 
rative humanity, what we have faid 
above is only general and undefin~ 

ed.’ Let us feck forthe true prin- 
ciple that ought to govern the con- 
duét.ef refined and enlightened nao 
tions “This,\ if I miftake' not, is, 

That all atis of cruelty which have 
212 ue 
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no tendency to weaken the refifting 
force, are contrary to reafon and re- 
ligion, and therefore to the law of 
nature and nations. The end of 
war is to obtain juftice and reftore 
eace, therefore whatever tends to 

Feffen or deftroy the force of the 
enemy, muft be permitted. It is 

in this view alone that the capture 
of private property is allowed and 
juftified. But to take lives with- 
out neceflity, and even to treat pri- 
foners with oppreffion or infult, 
above all to deitroy or torture the 
weaker fex, or the helplefs infant, 
ought to be detefted by every na- 
tion profeffing the gofpel. 

The principle which J have laid 
down, may be applied yniverfally, 
and will ferve to point out when 
any meaiure is to be juitified ‘or 

condemned between ‘perfons pro- 
fefling open hoftility againft each 

other. Iwill take the liberty to 
apply it to fome things that have 
been done or attempted in the pre- 
fent war, carried on by Great-Bri- 
tain againft America. “It is now 
undeniable that endeavours have 

been ufed to bring the Indian tribes 
upon the back fettlements. ‘This 
I call an a€&t of extreme and unjuf- 

tifiable barbarity, becaufe their 
manner of making war is well 

known. They are neither formi- 
dable for their number nor their 
ftrength, but for making inroads 
upon the dwellings of their enemies, 
and putting to death women and 
children, with circumftances: of 
horrid cruelty. This is fo far from 
weakening the force of the people 
againft whom it is pra@tifed, that 
it tends to infpire them with a re. 
venge and fury not to be réfifted: 
‘The well known hiftory of the late 
war, will both explaia and fapport 
‘what I have faid. The crueityof 
the Indians produced a. Spirit. in 

the back fettlers, which not only 
repelled their attacks, but in fome 
inftances retzliated their injuries, 
in a manner that I will not take 
upon me either to defend or excufe, 
Therefore, when we blame the 
Britith miniftry for ftirring up the 
Indians againit us, we do not 
blame them for afking afliftance 
from other nations, which is com- 
mon in all wars, when any party 
apprehends itfelf weak, but fora 
method of attack the cruelty of 
which bears no proportion to any 
advantage that can be derived from 
it. 

The fame thing I fay of pro- 
claiming liberty to flaves, and tlir- 
ing them up to rebel againtt their 
mailers. There 1s, however, fome 
little difference in the applicati- 
on of the principle to this and 
the preceding inftance. It is pro- 
bable that the people in Great- 
Britain reckoned upon a degree of 
advantage from this meafure, valt- 
ly fuperior not only to what it 
produced in effect, but to what 
they themfelves expected from the 
incurfions of the Indians I gather 
this from an exprefiion in a treatife 
publifhed in England on the Ame- 
rican controverly, to this purpofe, 
that * if England declare freedom 
to the flaves,they (the Americans) 
have not fix weeks to be a people.’ 
‘Thefeapprehenfions may bethought 
to juftify them in the attempt, a9 
they muft have taken it to be fo 

fpeedy and ¢fe@ual a mean of pro- 
dudine abfolute fubmiffion. But 
I shied obferve in addition to what 
I have faid ‘above, that there are 
fome things fobafe and treache- 
rous in their nature, and fo pern'- 
cious in-the example to human fo- 
ciety in general, that whatever ef 
fe& they. might be fuppofed to 
have in a particular cafe, all men 

o 



Pfalmanazar’s Will. 257 

ly deftroy and not poffefs, and that 
deftruction can only fall upon an 
inconfiderable number of helplefs 
people, it is at once inconfiftent 
with greatnefs of mind, and for 
the molt part againft the interef 

of liberal minds have concurred in 

rejecting them. For example, tho’ 

it is generally agreed that aiming 
icularly at the life of a leade 

in battle,isnot only lawful but pru- 
dent, as it is of more confequence 
than fifty others, yet to fuborn his 
fervants to aflaflinate him privately, 

though it might have the fame ef- 
feét upon the military operations, 

is univerfally condemned. Arn in- 
ftance in hiitory occurs to me, in 
which a meafure, though likely to 
have a great influence in weakning 
the enemy, yet, for its extreme 

cruelty, deferves to be fpoken of 
with horror. It was that of king 

James VII.’s general at the fiege of 
Londonderry, 1689, who when 
the garrifon was reduced to extre- 
mity for want of provifion,drove all 
the proteftants within thirty miles, 
chiefly old men, women, and in- 
fants, under the walls of the city, 

to be either taken in, or fuffered to 
perifh with hunger under the eyes 
of their friends. Had this meafure 
been fuccefsful, it vould have been, 

hotwithftanding, condemned as 

unjuft; but I am happy in being 
able to obferve, that aéts of ex- 
treme cruelty do very feldom pro- 
duce the effects intended by them. 
When a certain point is exceeded, 

fear itfelf is converted into rage, 
and produces the unexpected and 
incredible efforts of defpair. 

The principle I have above laid 
down will alfo enable us to judge 
what opinion we fhould form of 
acts of violence and depredation. 
When an army can avail itfelf of 
the goods and property of the 
members of 2 hoftile ilate, or pro- 
bably reduce them to the neceflity 
of making peace, not only the fei- 
zure but the deftru€tion of both 
may be juftified upon the principles 
of reafon. But when men can on- 

of the deftroyer. It operates as 
an inflammatory principle,and calls 
up every man from the ftrongeft to: 
the feebleft, to refift in repelling or 

punifhing the favage invader. For 
this reafon I give it as my opinion, 
that burning and deftroying houfes | 
where there ts no fortrefs, as has 
been in fome inftances done, de- 
ferves all the epithets of barbarous, 
favage, and inhuman, that have 
been befiowed upon it, either by 
thofe who have fuffered, or thofe 
who have felt in their behalf. 
A few more refiections fhould 

have been added upon wars diffe- 
rently circumftanced, and particu- 
larly upon civil wars, but they 
muft be referred to the next or 
fome future paper. 

A REMARKABLE Witt. 

The laf Witt and Testament of me, « 
poor finful and worthiel Creature, com 

monly known by the affumed name of 

George Pfalmanazar. 

oh! moft gracious, though offen- 
ded God, be done by me and all the 
world, whether for life or death. 
 Jnto thy all-merciful hands I commit 
my foul, as unto a moft gracious Father, 
who, though ye provoked by my patt 
vain and wicked life but more efpecially 
fo during the youthful fallies of a mt 

and unthinking part of it, has yet been 
gracioufly pleafed, by thy undeferved 
grace and mercy, to preferve me from 
the reigning errors and herefies, and the 
more deplorable apollacy and infidelity 
of the prefent age, and enabled me to 
take a conftant and fiedfait hold on the 
holy author of our falvation, thy ever a- 
dorable and divine Son Jefus Chrift, our 
powerful and meritorious sedeemer, 

“par ever blefled.and unerring will, 

from whofe alone, and all-powerful in- 
tercefion 




