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The Druiv, No. I. 

To the PrinTER of the PENNSYL- 
VANIA MAGAZINE. 

Sir, 
T is my intention, by your per- 
miffion and affiftance, to at- 

tempt the inftruction or entertain- 
ment of the public once a month 
on mifcellaneous fubje@ts. This 
Letter fhall ferve as the firft Paper, 
and fhall be an introduétion to 
thofe that are to follow, by point- 
ing out the {pirit and defign of 
the undertaking, and the plan 

upon which it is to be conducted. 
The title which I have affumed 

was not intended to carry any wit in 
it, and indeed not much meaning, 
farther than what is common to all 
names, the diftinétion of one thing 
or perfon from another. It prov- 
ed a matter of no little difficulty 
to fix upon a title, after fo great a 
variety as the world has een fince 
the practice of periodical eflays 
was firit introduced. After a good 
deal of deliberation on a matter of 

very little moment, the above was 
fuggelted by the place which is 
now, and is likely to be my refi- 
dence while I continue on earth. 
It is a {mall but neat houfe in a 
pleafant retired fituation, furround- 
ed with woods in all the fimple 
majeity of their uncultivated fate. 
Neither was it unfuitable to my 
time of life, the age of fifty, a 
cool and contemplative feafon, 
when men of education or bufinefs 
have generally feen as much of the 
world as fatisfies their curiofity, 
and enables them to underftand 
well enough what is pafling in it 

Vout. IT. 

fo that they have neither neceflity 
nor inclination to mix again ik ite 
active {cenes. 

I was born and educated in 
Great Britain, and had all the ad- 
vantage I could receive from a 
long refidence in one of the moft 

celebrated feats of learning in that 
happy kingdom. The prime and 
vigour of life I {pent in the midft 
of public bufinefs, and had a 
thorough knowledge of the great- 

eit part, and perfonal intimacy with 
not a few, of the perfons moft dif- 

tinguifhed in rank, politics, or li- 

terature, for the laft thirty years. 
From what circumttances, or with 
what views I came into this coun- 

try, it is of no confequence for the 
reader to know: Suffice it there- 
fore to fay, that I was not tranf- 
ported by Sir John Fielding, but 

came of my own proper motion 
and free choice; and indeed have 

never met with any thing in paf- 

fing through life that could be 
fuppofed either to four the temper, 
or break the vigour of the mind. 
There are not a few who towards 
the clofe of life acquire a fettled 
hatred or contempt of mankind, 
and feem difpofed to avenge their 
own real or fuppofed calamities en 
the world in general, by the acrie 
mony of their converfation, and 

the virulent fatire of their writ« 

ings. Produétions dictated by fuch 
a {pirit have often, ‘t muft be own- 

ed, fuch a poignant feverity as 

deeply wounds the object of their 
refentrrent, and yet, I think, fel- 

dom adds to the relifh of thofe for 
whom the entertainment ts pro- 

vided. 
It has been generally fuppofed 
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that fatire and invective is the way 
of writing of all others moft agree- 
able to the public, and the reafon 
given for it is very little to the cre- 
dit of human nature, viz. the pre- 

valence of envy and malignity in 
the bulk of mankind. Had I been 
of this opinion, I would have cau- 
tioufly avoided introducing the fen- 
timent, at leatt fo foon, as it would 
have been but a poor compliment 
to that very public whofe attenti- 
on I mean to follicit, and whofe 
improvement I wifh to promote. I 
confefs that a thorough knowledge 
of the world, and extenfive reading 
in hiftory, have often produced 
mean thoughts of human nature. 

We fee fometimes old hackneyed 
politicians difcover a jealoufy of the 
characters and an indifference to 
the fufferings of others, which fur- 
prizes and offends men of lefs ex- 
—— who are therefore often 
aughed at for their weaknefs. 
This, in fome inftances, is the 
miltake of the obferver, while the 
coolnefs and compofure of fpirit, 
the deliberate and felf-colle@ed 
carriage, which is the effe& of 
time, 1s falfely called a callous or 
unfeeling difpofition. But where 
the remark is juft, and a real and 
eneral hatred of others has ob- 

tained full dominion, it would not 

be fo decent to infer from it that 

mankind are univerfally worthlefs 
or incorrigible, as to impute it to 

the felfifh meannefs of that heart, 
in which it had taken place. 

It is very common for authors 
to go to an extreme on the one 

hand or on the other, in {peaking 
of human nature. Thofe philo- 

fophers who fpeak of it in fuch 
exalted terms as to contradi& the 
truths of religion, have prefent ex- 
perience and the hiftory of patt 

ages directly againit them, The 

mott illuftrious perfons in the te. 
cords of time, have derived the 
greateft part of their luftre itfelf, 
either from the fingularity of their 
charaéter, or, which is nearly the 
fame thing, from the depravity of 
others, who needed their affiftance 
for inftruGtion or correétion. It 
was {martly, at leaft, if not juftly 
faid by an author, not many yeafs 
ago, that the wifdoin of legifla- 
tors, and admirable policy of 
ftates, and even the purity of 
moral precepts, are juft fuch ar- 
guments for the dignity of hu. 
man nature as gibbets are. There 
is, doubtlefs, no {mall degree of 
error, ignorance, prejudice, and 

corruption, to be found among 
men, but thefe, when properly 
viewed, ferve rather to demonttrate 
the importance and neceflity of 
information and inftruétion. There 
are not only particular inftances in 
which the human mind has difco- 
vered the moft exalted virtue as 
well as amazing powers, but the 
human race in general, with all 
its defeéts, is certainly the noblef 
and moft valuable in this lower 
world, and therefore the mo 

worthy of cultivation. To this 
may be added, that there is no 
circumftance in which there is 4 
more manifeft diftinétion between 
man and the inferior creatures,than 
that the individual is more helplefs 
as well as the kind more noble; 
and therefore the intercourfe of {o- 
ciety and mutual affiftance is abfo- 
lutely neceffary to his improvement 
and perfection. 

But this is perhaps treating the 
fubje&t in too abftra& and philo- 
fophical manner,which I well know 
is not much to the tafte of the pre- 
fent age. The importance of know- 
ledge, and the power of intellectu- 

al light, will be readily confelled. 
The 
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norance, prejudice, malice, or ace 
cident, may have fome influence 
at firft, but their effe&ts are mere- 
ly temporary, and are fpeedily ef- 
faced. ‘Time is a diligent enquir- 

The queftions to be ferioufly de- 
bated with himfelf by an author, 
at his firft fetting out, are, What 
encouragement he has to devote 

himfelf to the public fervice? and, 
what reafon to think he hath any 
thing to communicate that is wor- 
thy of the public attention? Now, 
as to the fir? of thefe, it is my opi- 
gion, that though error, prejudice, 
and partiality, are very univerfal, 
that is to fay, they have place in 

fome degree in many perfons of 
every rank, age, and country, yet 
their influence in each has, proper- 
ly fpeaking, but a narrow fphere. 
Truth is much ftronger than them 
all: They thew themfelves chiefly 
in the fmaller interefts of particu-, 

Jars; but there is a candor and im- 
partiality in a diffufive public, 
which may be in a great meafure 
depended upon; and which will 
both hear truth and obey it. There 
is not perhaps a man in that public 
but has many prejudices and pre- 
poffeffions; but thefe are confined 
within certain bounds, like’ the 
{phere of attraction of particular 
bodies, round himfelf; when you 
B° beyond that {phere they are not 
elt, or they are felt very weakly. 
There is an obfervation I have 
fometimes made, which I do not 
remember to have read in any au- 
thor, but which, if juft, thouid 

teach every man to revere the pub- 
lic judgment. The remark is, that 
I can fearcely recolleét any perfon 
well and intimately known to 
me, whofe performances either in 
{peaking or writing, had been ex- 
hibited to the world for any time, 
of whofe talents and erudition the 
great plurality did not judge ex- 
actly in the fame manner that I 
did myfelf. If they do. juftice to 
every other perfon, why fhould I 
doubt their dving it to me? Ig- 

er, and a juft judge. I could al- 
moft fay the fame thing of a man’s 
moral character, under two excep- 
tions: If you go beyond the 
bounds of local politics, and ab- 
ftra&t entirely from religious diffe 
rences, every man is fpoken of 

pretty nearly as he deferves. I am 
fufficiently aware that there are 
particular exceptions to this gene- 
ral theory, but I have not now 

time to enter upon them, and 
therefore hall leave them till they 
fall in my way in the difcuffion of 
fuch fubjeéts as fhall be undertak- 
en in my future papers. 

As to the /econd point, whether 
I have any thing to communicate 
that is worthy of the public attenti- 
on? It is plain from the appearance 
of this paper, that I have already 
judged of it fo far as to make the 
attempt; it is therefore too late for 
me, and too early for the reader, 
to take that matter into confide- 
ration. I fhall, however, menti- 

on briefly the plan which I mean 
to follow. The general fubjeét of 
thefe papers fhall be the philofo- 
phy of human nature and of human 
life: I would willingly join fcience 
and reflection to experience and 
obfervation. Literature and mo- 
rals, arts and induftry, fhall be my 

chief themes; and under one or 
other of thete, every thing may be 
introduced that can in the leaft 
contribute to the happinefs of fo- 

cial or private life. I mutt beg the 
reader to obferve, that in handling 

all thefe fubjeéts, I fhall have a 

yarticular view to the ftate and in- 
tereft of this rifing country. As 

in youth the human frame wears 
2Cz its 
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its lovelieft form ; as the {pring is 
the moft charming feafon of the 
revolving year: fo, a country 

newly planted, and every day ad- 
vancing to a maturer itlate, affords 
the higheit delight to a contempla- 
tive philofopher, and is, at the 

fame time, the ftrongeft invitation 
to activity and ufefulnefs. 

I am fentible that fome will 
think the prefent an improper fea- 
fon for beginning on fo extenfive a 
plan. They will fay the time calls 
not for {peculation but action. Our 
indultry: is now all turned into one 
channel, the vigorous exertion of 

the fpirit of defence. When liber- 
ty, property, and life are at ftake, 

we muft not think of being {cholars 
but foldiers. When happy peace re- 
turns we fhall be able to apply with 
proper attention and vigour to the 
improvement of our minds, as well 

as to the cu!tivation of the foil; till 
then we have other work upon our 
hands. I mutt inform the reader 
that thefe are miitaken reflections. 
There is fach a connection among 
all the arts that improve or em- 

bellifh human nature, that they are 
beit promoted in ccenjunétion, and 
enerally go ina body. As I look 

without folicitude, or rather with 

unfhaken confideuace of fuccefs, on 
the prefent glorious and important 
ftruggle for the liberties of man- 

kind; fo I confider it as a proper 
feafon for the moft ardent applica- 

tion to the improvement of this 
country in all refpe&s.~ In times 
of public commotion the human 
mind is roufed, and fhakes off the 
incumberances of floth and felf- 

indulgence. Thofe who put on 

the harnefs and go into the field, 
muft be encouraged, affifted, and 
even fupported, by the activity 
and induftry of thofe who remain 
at home. SBefides, I am mnch 

The Druid. 

miftaken if the time is not jut at 
hand, when there fhall be greater 
need than ever in America, for the 
moft accurate difcuffion of the 
principles of fociety, the rights of 
nations,and the policy of flates; all 
which fhall have a place in the fub. 

fequent numbers of this paper. But 
above all, can it ever be unfeafon- 

able to lay before the public what 
tends to improve the temper and 
morals of the reader, which thal] be 
the ultimate object of all my difgui- 
fitions? He who makes a people 

virtuous makes them invincible. 
The reader will now in fome de- 

gree underftand the defign and ex- 
tent of this undertaking. As to 

-wit and humour, I chute to make 
no promifes upon that head, let I 

fhould break them. Mott people 
perhaps differ from me, but I con- 
fefs I would rather read a tedious 
argument than a dull joke. Yet 
the favours of the ingenious, as the 
laying is, ( pot paid ) may perhaps 

enable me fometimes to gratify a 
eader of tafte; only I muft take 

the liberty of being pleafed my- 
felf firft, otherwife they fhall fleep 
with me, or return to the authors. 

Some, perhaps, will wonder that I 
have faid nothing of the delight- 
ful themes of love and gallantry, 
efpecially as it is fo eafy to efta- 
blifh a conneGtion between the 
tender paffion and military glory: 
The younger clafs of my readers 
may reft fatisfied that they thall 
not want good advice enough, 
which may be applied to that and 
to every other fubje& ; but 1 do 
not take myfelf to be qualified to 
paint the ardours of a glowing 

flame. I have not feen any killing 

eyes thefe feveral years. It was 
but yelterday that I fmiled invo- 
luntarily on reading a poem in 
-your lef magazine, fetting ring 

that 

oe 
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Lives of eminent Perfons. 

that both Beauty and Wifdom had 
‘taken up their refidence with a cer- 
tain nymph, the one in her cheek 

the otler in her tongue, and that 
they were refolved never to depart, 

which | thought was a little unfor- 
tunate for all the reft of the fex. 
IL wifh every Strephon and Daphne 
heartily well, and that the exalted 

and rapturous phrafes of Arcadia, 
may be foon brought down to the 
conpoted difcourte of a quiet man 
aid wife in Philadelphia; in which 
charaGer, perhaps, they may fome- 

times hear from me, I hope to their 
great benefit. Iam, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

Tue Dauip. 

Some Account ofthe Lives of 
EMINENT PERSONS.» 

Aa Account of the life of the learned Mr. 
Grorce PsaLMaNAZAR, 

i R Pfalmanazar was undoubtedly a 
Frenchman born: He had his edu- 

cation partly in a free ichool, taught by 
two Francifcan monks, and afterwards 
ina college of bilhops in an archiepif- 
copal city, the name of which, as alfo 
thofe of his birth-place and parents, 
remain yet inviolable fecrets. Upon 
leaving the college, he was recommend- 
edjasa tutor to young gentlemen ; but 
i00n fell into a mean rambling kind of 
life, that produced him pleaty of difap- 
polutments and misfortunes. ‘The firit 

pretence he took up with was, that of 

being a furferer for religion, and pro- 
cured a certificate that he was of friih 
extract; and left his country for the 
fake of the Roman Catholic religion, 

and was going on a pilgrimage to Rome. 
Ji was neceflary, indeed, that he thould 
be equipped in the proper garb of a pil- 
grim ; bet not being ina condition to 
purchale ore though it confifted only 
6fa long flat! handiomely turned, and 
a thort leatherm or oil-cloth cloak, he 
betook himfelf to the following ftrata- 

gem. In achapel dedicated to a mira- 
culous faint, he obferved that fuch aa 
one had been fet up there as a monument 
of gratitude by fome wandering pilgrim, 
tome to the end of his jouraey, and 
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and though this chapel was never with- 
out a number of devotees, who prayed 
and burnt tapers before the image of the 
faint, he was not deterred from ventur- 
ing in, and taking both ftaff and cloak 
away at noon-day : He efeaped without 
any enguiry after him, carried off the 
booty unmoletted, made hafte to a pii- 
vate corner, threw the cloak about his 
fhoulders, and ftalked, in all fanétified 
gravity, with the ftaff in his hand, till 
he got out of the city: ‘ Being thus 
accoutred (fays he) and furnifhed with 
a proper pafs, I began at all proper 
places to beg my way in a fluent Latin, 
accoiling ouly clergymen, or perfons of 
figure, by whom I could be uaderftood, 
and found them moftly fo generous and 
credulous, that I might eafily have faved 
money, and put mytfclf into a much bet- 
ter drefs, before I had gone through a 
fcore or two of miles; but fo powerful 
was my vanity and extravagance, that 
as foon as} had got what I thought a 
fuiticient viaticum, J begged no more, 
but viewed every thing worth fecing, 
and then retired to fome inn, where 
I {pent my money as freely as-I had ob- 
tained it.’ He tells us, that he fre 
quently met with objects that made him 
fhrink. In lonely places the carcaffes of 
men rotting and flinking, by the way- 
fide, faftened with ropes round their 
necks to pofts: ‘Vhefe were difbanded 
foldiers and failors, who ufed, after the 

peace of Rvfwick, to infeft the roads, 
and were in confequence, hung up in 
feores at a time, and their bodics thus 

expofed in terrorem. At other places 
were to be met with fma!l crofles with 
infcriptions, ‘* pray for the foul of A. 

B. that was found murdered oa the 

fpot.” At the age of fixteen, when he 

was in Germany, he fell upon the wild 
project of pafling for a Formotan, He 

recolleéted that he had heard the fefuits 

{peak much of China and Japan, and 

was rath enough to think that what he 

wanted of a right knowledge, he tnight 

make up by the ftrength of a pregnant . 

invention, which here, it muft be con# 

felled, found ample {cope to work in, 

He fet himfelf to form a new character 

and Janguage, a grammar, a divifion of 

the year into twenty months, a new re- 

licion, and what not! His alphabet was 

wrote from right to left, like the ori- 

ental tongues; and be fvon inured his 

hand to write it with great readjneis. 

He now thought himéelf fufficiently pre- 
ared to pafs for 2 Japanefe converted to 

chriltianity. He altered his Avignon 
. certificate 




