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ADDRESS 
TO THE 

INHABITANTS of JAMAICA, and 
other W E ST-INDIAIflands, in Behalf 

of the College of NEPF-JERSET. 

Gentlemen, 

T is unneceflary to begin this Addrefs by a 
laboured encomium on Learning in general, 
or the importance of public Seminaries for 
the inftruftion of Youth. Their ufe in 

every country ; their neceftity in a new or rifing 
country ^ and, particularly the influence of Sci¬ 
ence, in giving a proper dire&ion and full force 
to induftry or enterprize, are indeed fo manifeft, 
that they are either admitted by all, or the excep¬ 
tions are fo few as to be wholly unworthy of 
regard. 

In a more private view, the importance of 
Education is little lefs evident. It promotes vir¬ 
tue and happinefs, as well as arts and induftry. 
On this, as on the former, it is unneceflary to 
enlarge } only fuffer me to make a remark, not 
quite fo common, that, if there is any juft com- 
parifon on this fubjedt, the children of perfons 
in the higher ranks of life, and, efpecially, of 
thofe who by their own activity and diligence, 
rife to opulence, have of all others the greateft 

need 
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need of an early, prudent and well conduced 
education. The wealth to which they are born 
becomes often a dangerous temptation, and the 
ftarion in which they enter upon life, requires 
inch duties, as thefe of the fineft talents can 
fcarcely be iuppofed capable of, unlefs they have 
been improved and cultivated with tire utmeft 
care. Experience {hews the ufe of a liberal Edu¬ 
cation in both thefe views. It is generally a pre- 
fervative from vices of a certain clafs, by giving- 
eafy acccfs to more refined pleafures, and infpirino- 
the mind with an abhorrence of low riot and ccn^ 
tempt for brutal conversation. It is alfo of ac¬ 
knowledged neceffity to thole who do not wifh to 
live for themfelves alone, but would apply their 
talents to the fervice of the public and the good of 
mankind. Education is therefore of equal impor¬ 
tance rn order either to enjoy life with dignity and 
elegance, or imploy it to the benefit of fociety, in 
offices of power or cruft. 

But leaving thefe general topics, cr rather, 
taking it for granted that every thing of this kind 
is by intelligent perfons, efpecially parents, both 
believed and felt ; I proceed to inform the public 
that it is intended to follicit Benefactions from the 
wealthy and generous, in behalf of a College of 
cor fiderable {landing, founded at Nassau-Hall, 

in Princeton, Ncw-Jerfey. In order to this it is ne- 
ceflary for me-—i, Tofhew the great advantage it 
will be to the inhabitants of the Weft-Indies, to 
have it in their power to fend their children to 
approved places of education on the continent of 
America, inftead of being obliged to fend them 
over, for the very elements of Science, to South 

or 
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or North-Britain. 2. To point out the fituation 
and advantages of the College of New-Jerfey in 
particular. And as I was never a lover either of 
florid difcourfe, or oftentatious promifes, I fliall 
endeavour to handle thefe two points with all pof- 
fible fimplicity, and with that referve and decency 
which are fo neceffary, where comparifon in fome 
refpedts cannot be avoided. 

On the firftof thefe points, let it be obferved. 

That places of education on the continent of 
America are much nearer to the Weft-Indies than 
thole in Great-Britain ; and yet fufficientfy diftant 
to remove the temptation of running home and 
lurking in idlenefs. This is a circumftance, which, 
other things being fuppofed equal, is by no means 
mconfiderable. Parents may hear much oftener 
from and of their children, and may even vifit 
them, as is known to have been the cafe here, 
with no great lofs of time for bufmefs, and to the 
advantage Oi their own health. They may alfo 
much more fpeedily and certainly be informed, 
whether they are profiting and have juffice done 
them, or not, and remove or continue them at 
pieafure. The difiance indeed is, if I miftake 
not, well proportioned in all refpedls. It is fuch 
as to allow of the advantages juft now mentioned, 
and yet fo great as to favour the behaviour and 
in ft ruction of the youth. I have obferved, in the 
courfe of four years experience, that thofe who 
came from the greateft diftance have, in general, 
behaved with much regularity. Being removed 
from their relations, it becomes neceffary for them 
to fupport a character, as they find thcmfelves 

treated 
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treated ^y their companions, teachers, and in¬ 
deed, ?!! other perfons, according to their beha¬ 
viour. This is fo true, that, if parents are 
obliged to place their children out of their own 
families, an hundred miles diftance is better than 
twenty, and fo of every other proportion till we 
come to the hurtful extreme. 

Let it be further obferved, that the climate of 
the continent of North-America is certainly much 
more healthy in itfelf, and, probably alfo, more 
fuited to the conftitutions of thofe who have been 
born in the Weft-Indies, than that of Great-Bri- 
tain. Health is the foundation of every earthly 
bIdling, and abfolutely neceffary, both to the re¬ 
ceiving inftrudlion in youth, and being able in 
riper yeafs to apply it to its proper ufe. Parental 
tendernefs will make every one feel the importance 
of this to his own children. And whether the 
obfervation itfelf is juft or not, I leave to be de¬ 
cided by the judgment of all who have been in 
both countries, and the information they will 
readily give to thofe who have not. 

Having touched on thele circumftances, let us 
try to make the comparifon as to the fubftance of 
the Education itfelf. Here, I am fenfible, it be¬ 
hoves me to write with the utmoft circumfpedlion, 
to avoid giving offence, and that to fome this will 
appear at firft fight, altogether impofiible. I am 
however not without the greateft hopes, that I 
fhall be able fully to prove the propofition I have 
laid down, without giving any juft ground of of¬ 
fence to perfons of refleftion and candour. No 
man can have a higher opinion, and not many have 
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a more thorough acquaintance, with the means of 
Education, at prefent, in Great Britain, than the 
author of this addrefs, who was born in the neigh- 
bourhood of, and educated in Edinburgh, and 
fpent the greateft part of his after-life in conftant 
intercourfe and great intimacy with the Members 
of the Univerfity of Glafgow. He therefore fays 
it, both with pleafure and gratitude, that any 
young Gentleman, who is ftridlly fober in his 
behaviour, and who applies with fleadinefs and 
diligence, has all poffible advantages, particularly 
in North-Britain, with which he is beft acquaint¬ 
ed, for improving himfelf in claffic Literature, in 
every branch of Science, and efpecially in the 
juftiy valued knowledge of the force and propriety 
of the Englifh Language, and in true tafte, in¬ 
cluding all that is ufually comprehended under the 
general expreffion of the Belles Lettres. Nay, 
further, he admits or affirms, that any gentleman 
of fortune, who would give the iaft and higheft 
poliffi to the Education of a young man of pro- 
rnifing parts, would do well to fend him, after 
his principles are fixed, and his judgment a little 
matured, for a year or two, to fome of the Uni- 
verfities of Great-Britain. But notwithftanding 
thele conceffions, if they may be fo called, it is 
hoped it will appear; that it would be much more 
to the advantage of the Gentlemen of the Weft- 
Indies to give their Children their Grammar-School 
and College Education, at ieaft to their firft de¬ 
gree in the Arts, in an American Seminary, if 
conduced by perfons of ability and integrity, 
than to fend them to Great-Britain •, and that for 
two important reafons, firft the better to fecure 
their inftrudtion, and fecondly for the prefervation 
of their morals. 

B i. For 
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i. For the greater fecurity of their inftruftion. 
The Colleges in Britain have by no means that 
forcible motive that we have, not only to teach 
thole who are willing to learn, but to fee that every 
one be obliged to ftudy, and a&ually learn, in 
proportion to his capacity. Thefe old foundations 
have ftood fo many ages, have had their character 
fo long eftablilhed, and are, indeed, fo well known 
to be filled with men of the greateft ability, that 
they do not fo much as feel any injury, in point 
of reputation, from one or more coming out of 
College almoft as ignorant as they went in. The 
truth is, 1 do not think they ought to lofe any 
character by it. Every one knows, that it is owing 
to the idlenefs or profligacy of the boy, and not 
the infufficiency of the mailer. When the num¬ 
bers of one dais are from a hundred to a hundred 
and thirty, or perhaps more, and when they do 
not live in College, how is it poflible the mafter 
can keep them to their private ftudies, or even 
with any certainty difeern whether they ftudy di¬ 
ligently or not. A good Frofeffor is eafily and 
fpeedily diftinguifhed by his own performances, by 
the efteem, attachment, and progrefs of the dili¬ 
gent, but very little, if at all, hurt by the igno¬ 
rance of the negligent. I write thefe things to 
vaft numbers who know them as well as l do-, and 
I could eafily produce Gentlemen in America, who 
have freely and generoufly confeflfed themfelves to 
be unhappy proofs of their truth. Let not any 
body fay I reflect upon the Teachers for not ufing 
difcipline to oblige them to apply. \ he numbers 
are fo great, that to try and judge every negledV, 
would take more time than they have for their 
whole work. To this may be added, that it may 

very 
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very often happen that the perfons to whole charge 
boys in early life are fent from the Weft-Indies, 
either are not themfelves judges, or, from their 
fituation and bufrnefs, have few opportunites of 
knowing whether they proftt or not. 

On the other hand, the young Seminaries in 
America have their character conftantly at ftake for 
their diligence, as one or two untaught coming out 
from us affedts us in the molt fenfible manner. As 
to the College of New-Jerley in particular, we have 

. feen the importance of this in fo ftrong a light, 
that whereas before we had half-yearly, we now 
have quarterly examinations carried on with the 
utmoll ftridtnefs, when all who are found deficient 
are degraded to the inferior clafs. So impartially 
have thefe trials been condufted, that nothing is 
more ufual than for thole who iulpedl themfelves, 
efpecially, if their relations are near, to pretend 
ficknefs and avoid the examination, that they may 
afterwards fall back without the difhonour of a 
fentence. Further, all the fcholars with us, as 
loon as they put on the gown, are obliged to lodge 
in College, and mu ft of neceffity be in their cham¬ 
ber in ftudy-hours i nor is it in the lead difficult 
ro difcover whether they apply carefully or note 
The Teachers alfo live in College, fo that they 
have every poftible advantage *, not only for affifi> 
in o’ the diligent but ftimulating the flothful, 

2. The fecond reafon for prefering an American 
education is, that their morals may be more ef¬ 
fectually preferved. This, by all virtuous and 
judicious parents, will be held a point of the lad 
confequence. The danger they run of contracting 

B 2 vicious 
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vicious habits by being fent to Britain, has be-n 
oiten complained of, and therefore, I fuppofe ;s 

matter of experience. Iffo, it will not be difficult 
to a ign the caufes of it, which may be lately 
mentioned becaufe they carry no imputation upon 
the Schools or Colleges to which they are fent. 
I hey generally are, and are always fuppofed to be 
of great wealth. The very name of a Weft-Indian 
has come to imply in it great opulence. Now it 
is well known that, in all the great towns in 

' ri,taJn’ a iPt °f profligate boys, and fometimes 
artful perfons farther advanced in life, attach them- 
ielves to fuch as are well fupplied with money 
impofe upon their youth and fimplicity, gradfy 
1 hem in every irregular defire, and lead them both 
tnto idleneis and vice. There are alio in every 
confide:able place in Great-Britain, but efpecially 
the principal cries where the Colleges are fixed, a 
connant lucceffion and variety of intoxicating di- 
verfions, fuch as Balls, Concerts, Plays, Races 
and others. Thefe, whatever may be pleaded for 
iome of them in a certain meafurefor thofe further 
advanced, every body mult acknowledge, are high¬ 
ly pernicious to youth in the firft ftages of their 
education. The temptation becomes fo much the 
ftronger, and indeed almoft irrefiftable, when an 
acquaintance with thefe things is confidered as 
ialhionable life, and neceflary to the accomplifh- 
ment of a man of breeding. Is it to be fuppofed 
that young perfons of great fortune, when they 
can be immediate partakers, will wait with pati¬ 
ence for the proper time when they may be per¬ 
mitted to view with caution fuch fcenes of diffipa- 
tion ? On the contrary it may be expected, that 
t iey will give into them with all the impetuofity 

and 
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an^ rafhneis of youth , nnd, wnen their parents 
expert them to return we!! ftored with claffic learn¬ 
ing and philofophy, they may find them only well 
acquainted with the laws of‘the turf or gaming- 
taule, at id expei t in t lie ule of the reigning phrales 
of thofe honourable arts. 

Vv hat proyifion is made for preferving and im¬ 
proving the morals of the fcholars with us, I leave 
til! 1 come to fpeak cf the conftitution and fitua- 
tion of the .College of New-Jerfcy. But before I 
cnlmifs this part of the fubjedl 1 muft juft repeat, 
that the two reafons 1 have given againft a Britifh 
education do, and were intended only to conclude 
againft fending boys in early life. At that time 
they are incapable of reaping the advantages chiefly 
to be valued in a Britifh education. Thefe are not 
only hearing and being able to judge of the public 
performances of men of letters, in the pulpit, at 
the bar, and in parliament; but being introduced 
to the acquaintance and enjoying the conversation 
or men of eminence. 1 his is a favour that would 
no: be granted to boys, and if granted could be 
of no fervice, but contributes in the higheft de¬ 
gree to the delight and mitrudlion of thofe of riper 
years. Experience leems greatly to confirm this, 
for, as many boys have left feme of the beft fchools 
in Britain with little claffic knowledge, though 
iimported at great expence, fo thofe who received 
tneir hue education in tins country, and went 
home to fimfh it, have feldom returned without 
great and real improvement. 

In addition to thefe arguments in behalf of 
American Colleges, drawn from the inftrudtion 

and 

t 
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and morals of the youth who are Tent to them, I 
cannot help mentioning one other which mu ft have 
great weight in a view fomewhat different. Thefe 
Colleges muft neceffarily, in time, produce a num¬ 
ber of young men proper to undertake the office 
of private tutors in gentlemen’s families. There 
are feme who prefer a private to a public education 
at any rate, efpecially in the very firft ftages, and 
feme find it neceffary, as not being able to fup- 
port the expence of fending their children fo early, 
and keeping them fo long from home. Now all 
who know the fituation of things in Britain muft 
be fenlibie, how difficult it is to get young men of 
capacity or expectation to leave their native coun¬ 
try in order to undertake the inftruCtion of Gen¬ 
tlemen’s Children. In this office there is little 
profpeCt of increafe of fortune, to balance the rifle 
of going to a new and dangerous, or fuppoied 
dangerous climate. But thofe who are born and 
educated in America will not only increafe the 
number of fuch Teachers, but they will have no 
fuch hideous apprehcnfions of going to any part 
of the continent or iflands. Whatever is done, 
therefore, to raife and fupport proper Seminaries 
in America will, in time, be followed by this great 
and general benefit, which I have been affured is 
very much needed in many or mail of the vYeft- 
India Iflands. 

I will now proceed to ipeak a little of the Con- 
ftitution and Advantages of the College of New-- 
jerfey in particular. 

About twenty-four years ago, feveral Gentle¬ 
men and Minifters in this province, by the triend- 

fhip 
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fliip and patronage of Jonathan Belcher, Efqj 
then Governor, obtained a very ample royal char¬ 
ter, incorporating them under the title of Truf- 
tees of the Codege of New-Jerley ; and giving 
them the fame privileges and powers that aregiven 
to the ‘ two Englifh Univerfuies, or any other 

‘ Univerfity or College in Great-Britain.’ They, 
although only poffdTed of a naked charter without 
any public encouragement, immediately began 
the initruft'ion, and very loon arter by their own 
activity and zeal, and the benevolence of others, 
who had the higheft opinion of their integrity, 
railed a noble building, called Nafiau-Hall, at 
Princeton, Nevv-Jerley. This they chofe to do, 
though it wafted their capital, as their great in¬ 
tention was to make efteflual provifion, not onlv 
for the careful inllruChion, but for the regular 
government of the youth. There all the Scholars 
are lodged, and alfo boarded, except when they 
have exprefs licence to board out, in the Prefi- 
dent’s houfe or elfe where. 

The regular courfe of inflrudion is in four 
clatTes, exactly after the manner and bearing the 
names of the ciaffes in the Engiifli Univerfuies; 
Frefhman, Sophomore, Junior and Senior. In 
the firft year they read Latin and Greek, with the 
Roman and Grecian antiquities, and Rhetoric. 
In the fecond, continuing the ftudy of the lan¬ 
guages, they learn a compieat fyftem of Geogra¬ 
phy, with the ufe of the globes, the firft princi¬ 
ples of Philofophy, and the elements of mathe¬ 
matical know 'edge. The third, though the lan¬ 
guages are not wholly omitted, is chiefly employed 
in Mathematics and Natural Philofophy. And the 

fcnior 
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ienior year is employed in reading the higher daf¬ 
fies, proceeding in the Mathematics and Natural 
Philofophy, and going through a courfe of Moral 
Philofophy. In addition to thefe, the Prefident 
gives le&ures to the juniors and feniors, which 
confequently every Student hears twice over in 
his courfe, iirft, upon Chronology and Hi (lory, 
and afterwards upon Compofition and Criticifm. 
He has alfo taught the French language laft win¬ 
ter, and it will continue to be taught to all who 
defire to learn it. 

i 

During the whole courfe of their ftudies the 
three younger claffes, two every evening formerly, 
and now three, becaufe of the increaled number, 
pronounce an oration on a ft age ereCted for that 
purpofe in the hall, immediately after prayers, 
that they may learn by early habit prefence of 
mind and proper pronunciation and gefture in 
public fpeaking. This excellent practice, which 
has been kept up almoft from the firft foundation 
of the College, has had the mod admirable effects. 
The ienior fcholars every five or fix weeks pro¬ 
nounce orations of their own compofition, to 
which all perfons of any note in the neighbour¬ 
hood are invited or admitted. 

The College is now fnrnifhed with all the moft 
important helps to inftruCtion. The Library con¬ 
tains a very large collection of valuable books. 
The leffons of Aftronomy are given upon the 
Orrery, lately invented and conftruCted by Da¬ 
vid Rittenhoufe, Efq*, which is reckoned by the 
beft judges the moft excellent in its kind of any 
ever yet produced , and when what is commii- 

fioned 



fioned and now upon its way is added to what the 
College already poffeffes, the apparatus for Ma¬ 
thematics and Natural Phiiofophy will be equal, 

if not fuperior, to any on the continent. 
• 

As we have never yet been obliged to omit or 
alter it for want of fcholars, there is a fixed an¬ 
nual Commencement on the iaft Wednelday of 
September, when, after a variety of public exer- 
dies, always attended by a vaft concourfe of the 
politeft company, from the different parts of this 
province and the cities of New-York and Phila- 
delpnia, the ftudents whofe fenior year is expiring 
are admitted to the degree of Batchelors of Arts 5 
the Batchelors of three years (landing, to the 
degree of Matters ; and fuch other higher de¬ 
crees granted as are either regularly claimed, or 
the Truftees think fit to beftow upon thofe who 
have diftinguifiied thenffelves by their literary 
productions, or their appearances in public life. 

On the day preceecling the Commencement la it 
year there was (and it will be continued yearly 
hereafter) a public exhibition and voluntary con¬ 

tention for prizes, open for every member ot Col¬ 
lege. Thefe were firft, fecond," and third prizes, 
on each of the following fubjects. 1. Reading the 
Englifh language with propriety and grace, ana 
being able to anlwer all queftions on its Ortho¬ 
graphy and Grammar. 2. Reading the Latin 
and Greek languages in the lame manner with par¬ 
ticular attention to true quantity. 3. Speaking 
Latin. 4. Latin verfions. 5. Pronouncing Eng- 
lifh orations. The preference was determined by 
ballot, and all prefent permitted to vote, who were 

graduates of this or any other College. 
As 



( 18 ) 

As to the government of the Coliege, no cor- 
redion by ftripes is permitted. Such as cannot 

be governed by reafon and the principles of ho¬ 
nour and fhame are reckoned unfit for refidence in 

a College. The collegiate cenfures are, t.-Pri¬ 
vate admonition by Prefident, Profeffor, or Tu- 
tor._ 2. Before the Faculty. 3. Before the whole 
dais to which the offender belongs. 4. And the 
laff and higheft, before all the Members of Ccl- 
lege afiembled in the hall. And, to prelerve the 
weight and dignity of thefe cenfures, it has been 
an eftablifhed pradice that the laff or higheft cen- 
ltiic, viz. public admonition, fhall never be re¬ 
peated upon the fame perion. If it has been 
thought neceffary to inflict it upon any one, and if 
this does not preferve him from falling into iuch 
grofs irregularities a fecond time, it is Dunderftood 
that expuifion is immediately to follow. 

Through the narrownefs of the funds the Go¬ 

vernment and inftrudion lias hitherto been carried 
on by a Prefident and three Tutors. At laff 
Commencement the Truftees chofe a Profefior of 
Mathematics, and intend, as their funds are railed 
to have a greater number of Profefforfhips, and 
carry their plan to as great perfedion as pcflible. 

The above relates wholly to what is properly 
the College; but there is alfo at the fame place, 
eftablifhed under the particular di red ion. and pa¬ 
tronage of tie Prefident, a Grammar School, 

where boys are inffruded in the Latin and Greek 
languages with the utmoft care, and on the plan 
of the moft approved teachers in Great Britain. 

It is now fo large as to have two Mailers tor the 

Languages, 
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Languages, and one for Writing and Arithmetic ; 
and as iorne are lent with a defign only to learn the 
Latin, Greek, and French languages, Arithme¬ 
tic, Geography, and the practical branches of the 
Mathematics, without going through a full Col¬ 
lege courfe, Inch fcholars are permitted to attend 
the instruction of the claffes in whatever coincides 
with their plan. It is alfo now refolved, at the 
requell of feveral gentlemen, to have an Englifn 
Matter after next vacation, for teaching theEnglifh 
language regularly and grammatically, and for 
perfecting by Englifh exercifes thofe whole previ¬ 
ous inftruCtion may have been defective or er¬ 
roneous. 

I have thus laid before the public a concife ac¬ 
count of the Conftitution of the College of New- 

o 

jerfey, and muft now earneftly recommend it to 
the affiftance and patronage of men of liberal and 
ingenuous minds. I am fenfible that nothing is 
more difficult than to write in behalf of what the 
writer himfelf has fo great a part in conducting, 
fo as neither to fail in doing juftice to the fubjeCt, 
nor exceed in improper or arrogant prefeffions. 
And yet to employ others to write for us, who 
may have fome pretence as indifferent perfons to 
embellifh our characters, is liable to {till greater 
fufpicion. The very beft fecurity one can give to 
the public for decency and truth, is to write open¬ 
ly in his own perfon, that he may be under a ne- 
ceffity to anfwer for it, if it is liable to challenge. 

This is the method I have determined to follow; 
and that I may neither offend the delicacy of 

friends, nor provoke the refentment of enemies, I 
C 2 Will 

w- 
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will endeavour humbly to recommend this College 
to the attention and efteem of men of penetration 
and candour, chiefly from fuch circumftances as 
have little or no relation to the perfonal characters 
of thofe now employed, but are effential to its 
fituation and conftitution, and therefore mud be 
fuppofed to have not only the mod powerful, but 
the mod lading effeCt. The circumftances to which 
I would entreat the attention of impartial perfons 
are the following. 

i. The College of New-Jerfey is altogether in¬ 
dependent. It hath received no favour from Go¬ 
vernment but the charter, by the particular fricnd- 
fhip of a perfon now deceafed. jt owes nothing 
but to the benefactions of a public fo diffufive that 
it cannot produce particular dependance, or ope¬ 
rate by partial influence. From this circumdance 
it mud be free from two great evils, and derive 
the like number of folid advantages. There is no 
fear of being obliged to choofe Teachers upon Mi¬ 
niderial recommendation, or in compliance with 
the over-bearing weight of family intered. On 
the contrary the Trudees are naturally led, and 
in a manner forced to found their choice upon the 
characters of the perfons and the hope of public 
approbation. At the fame time thofe concerned 
In the inftruCtion and government of the College 
are as far removed, as the date of human nature 
will admit, from any temptation to a fawning 
cringing Ipirit and mean fervility in the hope of 
Court favour or promotion. 

In confequence of this it may naturally be ex¬ 
pected, and we find by experience that hitherto 

in 
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in fa£t the fpirit of liberty has breathed high and 
ftrong in all the Members. I would not be un- 
derftood to fay that a Seminary ot Learning ought 
to enter deeply into political contention *, lar lels 
would I meanly court favour by profeffing myfelf 
a violent partifan in any prefent difputes. But 
furely a conftitution which naturally tends to pro- 
duce a fpirit ot liberty and independance, ev^n 
though this fhould fometimes need to be reined, in 
by prudence and moderation, is infinitely prefer¬ 
able to the dead and vapid ftate of one whole very 
exiftence depends upon the nod of thole in powei. 
Another great advantage anting fioin this is tne 
obligation we are under to recommend ouriclves, 
by diligence and fidelity, to the public. Having 
no particular prop to lean to on one flue, we are 
obliged to ft and upright and firm by leaning 
equally on all. We are fo far from having our 
fund fo complete as of itfeir to fupport tne necef- 
ary expence, that the greater pait of oui annual 
income arifes from tne payments of the Scnolais, 
which we acknowledge with gratitude have been 
for thefe feveral years continually lu^icaiing. 

2. This leads me to obferve, that it ought to 
be no inconfiderable recommendation of this Col- 
le^e to thofe at a difcance, that it has the efttern 
and approbation of thofe who are neaLeft it an* 
know it bed. The number of Under graduates, 
or proper Members of College, is near four times 
that of any College on the continent to the fouth- 
ward of New*Eng!and, and probably gieater than 

that of all the reft put C v O' , ' • r r 

liberty to affirm has in no degree artlen from 
1 ' pompous 
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pompous defcnptions, or repeated recommendati¬ 
ons in the public papers. We do not mean to 
blame the laudable attempts of others to do them- 
ielves juRice. We have been often found fault with 
and perhaps are to blame for negled on this par¬ 
ticular. It is only mentioned to give full force 
to the argument juft now ufed } and the fact is 
certainly true. I do not remember that the name 
of the Co.lege of New-Jerfey has been above once 
or twice mentioned in the news papers for three 
years, except in a bare recital of the ads of the 
annua! Commencements. The prefent Addrefs 
an.es from neceffity, not choice ; for had not a 
more private application been found imnradica- 

b,e’ £he Prefs had probably never been employed. 

. 3- ^ may not be amifs to obferve on this fub- 
j-C., _th.it. the great utility of this Seminary has 
oeen relt over an extenfive country. Many of the 
Clergy, Tpifcopal and Prefbyterian, in the dif- 
icrcnt colonies, received their education here, 
v.vofe exemplary behaviour and other merit we 
mfter to (peak for themfelves. We are alfo willing 
tnat the public fhould attend to the charaders and 
appearance of thofe Gentlemen in the Law and 
Medical departments, who were brought up at 
Nafiau-Hall, and are now in the cities°of Kew- 
-tork and Philadelphia, and indifferent parts of 
the continent or iflands. Two at leaft of the Pro- 
teffors of the juftly celebrated Medical School 
a""*y bounded in Pmladelphia, and perhaps the 

greateft number of their pupils received their in- 
ftrudion here. We are not afraid, but even 
wifh that our claim fhould be decided by the con- 
dud of thofe in general who have come out from 

us. 
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us, which is one of the mo ft conclufive argu¬ 
ments, for a tree is known by its fruits. It is at 
the fame time an argument of the moll fair and 
generous kind, for it is left to be determined by 
mankind at their leifure, and if the appeal be not 
in our favour it muft be unfpeakabiy injurious. 

4. The place where the College is built is 
moil happily chofen for the health, the {Indies 
and the morals of the fcholars. All thefe were 
particularly attended to when thefpot was pitched 
upon. Princeton is on a riling ground from 
whence there is an eafy gradual defcent for many 
miles on all quarters, except the North and North- 
Weft, from whence at the d I it an ce of one mlie it 
is fheltered by a range of hills covered with 
woods. It has a moft beautiful appearance, and 

1 A 

in faft has been found one of the heakhieft 
places, as it is fituated in the middle of one of the 
moft healthful countries, on the whole continent. 
It is upon the great poft-road almoft equally dif- 
tant from New-York and Philadelphia, lb as to 
be a center of intelligence, and have an eafy con- 
veyance of every thing necefiary, and yet to be 
wholly five from the many temptations in every 
great city, both to the negleft of ftudy and the 
p raft ice of vice. The truth is, it is to this happy 
circumftance, fo wifely attended to by the fir ft 
Truftees, that we owe our being enabled to keep 
up the difcipline of the College with fo great re¬ 
gularity anu lb lit11 e difficulty. We do not wi 1 h 
to take any honour in this refpeft ro ourfelves. 
Doubtlefs the Mailers of every College wiii do 
their beft in this rdpeft. But it is not in the pow¬ 
er of thole who are in great cities to keep thedil- 

ciDline 
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cipline with equal ftriclnefs, where boys have fo 
many temptations to do evil, and can fo eafily and 
effectually conceal it alter it is done. With us, 
they live all in College under the infpedion of 
their Mailers, and the village is fo fmall that any 
irregularity is immediately and certainly difcover- 
ed, and therefore eafiiy corrected. 

It has fometimes happened, through rivalfhip 
or malice, that our difcipline has been cenfured as 
too fevere and rigorous. This reproach I always 
hear not with patience only but with pleafure. In 
the mouth of an adverfary it is a clear conlefhon 
that the government is Uriel and regular. While 
we avail ourfelves of this, we prove that the ac~ 
cufation of opprefilve rigour is wholly without 
foundation from the number of lcholars, and the 
unfrequency of public cenfures, but above all 
from the warm and alrnoft enthuliaftic attachment 
of thofe who have finifned their courfc. Could 
their efteem and friendship be expected in return 
for an auftere and rigorous confinement, out of 
which they had elcaped as birds out of the fnare of 
the fowler ? We admit that it is infupportable to 
the idle and profligate, for either they will not 
bear with us or we will not bear with them; but 
from thofe who have applied to their fludies, and 
reached the honours of College, we have, alrnoft 
without exception, found the moft fincere, a<ftive 
and zealous friendfliip. 

5. This College was founded, and hath been 
conduced upon the moft Catholick Principles. 
The Charter recites as one of its grounds, “ That 
cc every religious denomination may have free and 

“ equal 
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C equal liberty and advantage of education in the 
£ laid College, any different fentiments in religion 
* notwithftanding” Accordingly there are now, 

and have been from the beginning, fcholars ci va- 
-ious denominations from the moil diftant colonies, 
:s well as Weft-India 'Hands •, and they muft ne- 
"effarily confefs that they never met with the leaft 
tuneafinefs or difrefpedl on this account, t ur great 
advantage on this fubjedl is the harmony or the 
Board of Truftees, and the perfect union in fenti- 
timent among all the i eachcrs both with the 
Truftees and with one another. On this account 
there is neither inclination nor occafion to meddle 
with any controversy whatever. I he author or 
this Add refs confeffes that he was long accuftomed 
to the order and dignity ot an eftabhfhen chinch, 
Ibut a church which hath no contempt ordeteftation 
tof thofe who are differently organized. A nd, as 
Ihe hath ever been in that church an oppofet of 
lordly domination and facerdotal tyranny, fo he is 
a pafilonate admirer of the equal and impartial 
fupport of every religious denomination which pre¬ 
vails in the northern colonies, and is perredt in 
Pennfvlvania and the Jerfeys, to the unipeakable 
advantage of thofe happy and well conftitute 

governments. 
t? 

With refpeft to the College of New-Jerfey, 
every queftion about forms of chuich government 
is fo entirely excluded, that, though 1 have feen 
one fet of fcholars begin and finifh their courle, it 
thev know nothing more of religious controveriy 
than what they learned here, they have that Science 
wholly to begin. This is altogether owing to the 
union of fentiment mentioned above : .or, if you 

j') place 



place as Teachers in a College perfons of re purr, 
nant leligious principles, they mult have more 
wiidom and ielf-denial than ufually fall to the lot 
or humanity, if the whole Society is not divided 
into parties ana marfhalled under names, if the 
changes are not frequent, and, when they take 
place as well known as any event that can happen 
m iuch a lociety. On the contrary there is fo little 
occafion with us to canvafs this matter at all that 
though no doubt accident mult difeover it as ’to the 
greateft number, yet feme have left the College as 
to whom I am wholly uncertain at this hour to 
what denomination they belong. It has been and 
jha.l oe our care to ufe every mean in our power 
to make them good men and good fcholars; and 
“ t^1JS ls tne caie, I mall hear of their future cha¬ 
racter and ufefulnefs with unfeigned fatisfa&ion 
under every name by which a real Protcftant can 
be diftipguiflied. 

Having .already experienced the generofity of 
the public in many parts of the continent of Ame- 
iica, I cannot but hope that the Gentlemen of the 
Iilands will not refufe their affiftance, according 
to their abilities, in order to carry this Seminary 
to a far greater degree of perfeftion than any to 

VJ ^aS a5T*vcc^ he exprefs purpofe to 
which the benefadhons now requefted will be ap- 
plied, is the eftablifhment of new profelTorfhips, j 
which will render the Inftitution not only more 
complete in itfelf, but lefs burthenfome to thofe 
who have undertaken the important truft. The 
whole branches of Mathematics and Natural Phi- 
ofophy are now taught by one Profeffor ; and the 

1 refident is obliged to teach Divinity and Moral 

Philofophy - 111 
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Philofopliy as well as Chronology, Hiftory, and 
Rhetoric, befides the fuperintendance and o-overn- 
ment of the whole. Thefhort lives of the former 
P red dents have been by many attributed to their 
exceffive labours, which, it is hoped, will be an 
argument with the humane and generous to lend 
their help in promoting lb noble a defum. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your mod obedient. 

Humble Servant, 

JOHN WITHERSPOON, 

Nassau-Hall, at Princeton, 

A eiv - j erjey} Miarch 21} 1772. 

Proper Forms of Donations to the College 
by W ill: 

Of Chatte l s perfonal. 
I si. B. go hereby give and bequeath the 

Juiii or unto the T'ruftees of the College of 
New-Jerfey, commonly called Najfau-Hall, the 
lame to be paid within months next after 
my deceafe ; and to be applied to the Ufes and 
Purpofes of the /aid College. 

Of real Estate. 
I A. B. do give and devife unto the Ifruftees of 

the College of New-Jerfey, commonly called Naf- 
fan-Half and to then Succeffors forever, all that 
certain Meffuage and Trad of Land, &c. 
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