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THE following fermons are publithed Juﬁ

in the manner in which they were deli-
vered at home; from which circumftance, if
they fuffer in fome refpe@s, they will have this
advantage, that they willappear the plain and
artlefs expreflion of a minifter’s concern for
his people, and not in the leaft intended to in-"
creafe the reputation of their author. Per-
haps alfo, not having undergone any change,
they will be little lefs either acceptable or ufe-
ful to thofe for whofe inftruction they were
firft prepared, and at whofe requeft they are
now publithed. I have only further to fay,
that my prefent removal from this part of the
- world, has, in a great meafure, delivered me
from the nicety of publication, and made me
willing to fpeak, while abfent, and continue
to inftru& thofe whom it is fo much my duty
to love and ferve.

J. W,
PaisrLEy, May 16th, ‘
3768,
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SERMON I
The fecurity of thofe who truft in God,

Prov. xviil. 10,

“Ihe NAME ¢f the LORD is a firong tower; the r:gﬁ-
tecus runneth into it, and is fafe.

HIS book of Proverbs confifts almoft entire.
ly of obfervations upon human life. The cha-
ra&ers and purfuits of men are defcribed in it with
a firength and propriety, which was never exceeded
by thofe who devoted their whole attention to the
ftudy of what is called thcvknowledge of the world
and of mankind., But in one-particular it differs
from, and excels all human learning, that it never
feparates the knowledge of the world from the kriow~
iedge of him whomade srid who governs it. There we
are taught to improve the leffons we receive in the
courfe of providence, for leading us to obedience 4nd
fubmiffion to him, “who doth according o, his will
* in the army of heaven, gpd among the . 1o h'&b‘mm
¢ of the earth; and nope can ftay his }*‘a 3, ot
* wato him, what doft thw 2’ Thm,‘,\ ,&

4




2 The fecurity of thofe Ser. 1. \

" given us of the innumerable paths which men have
ftruck out for themfelves in travelling through life,
our eyes are continually direted to the paths of righ-
teoufnefs, the fure and only way to reft and peace.

Experience alone, and unafiifted, will make us
wifler in one_fenfe, will (how us many of the una-
voidable calamities of life; but the greateft exertion
of hpman reafon could never yet lead to an effe@ual
core. I believe it will be found, that perfons of the
greateft vigour and refolution of mind, when they
trufted to their own internal ftrength, and fought a
refource in themfelves for the evils with which they
were aflaulted, have often run headlong into the moft
furious and defperate courfes, as fome of the ftrong-
eft animals, when taken in a fnare, do, by their vio-
lent ftruggles, intangle themfelves the more, draw-
ing the cords which bind them flill more ftrait, and
increafe theirj confinement by their endeavours to
efcape.

‘The wife man, in our text, points out what is the
refuge and fecurity of every child of God. T4e name
of the Lord is a firong tower ; the righteous runneth
intoit, andis fafe. And he certainlyintends to fet this
in oppofition to every thing elfe in which worldly
men might place their dependence; for he adds, as
an example, in the verle following the texr, ¢ The
¢ rich man’s wealth is his {trong city, and as an high
¢ wall in his own conceit.’ The truth convéyed to

us in this paffage has an infimate connexion with

pratical and experimental religion ; and on a firm
belief and habitual appiication of it, in a great mea-
fure, depends the comfort and peace of the fervants

[ L



Ser. 1. who truf} in God. 3
of God. In difceurfing on it, I fhall cndeavour, in
divine ftrength,
1. To explain what is to be underftood by tba
NAME of the LoRrD.
II. What is implied in the rxgbteou: running into
#t as a flrong tower,
111. Point out the fecurity they attain by do~
ing fo. -
And, in the faft place, I ihall make fome apphca-
tion of the fubject.
- 1. Then, I am to explain what is to be underftood
by the NAME of the LorD. And here, I hope, I need
fearce obferve, that it was by no means the intention
. of the fpirit of God, by this expreffion, to teach u¢
to conceive any particular virtuéor charm in the name
literally fo called; that is, the found or pronuncia-
tion of the word. Te imagine any thing of . this
kind, would be to go into the foolery and idle drcams
of fuperflition, to which there is not the leaft coun-
tenance given in the holy fcriptures, Human pa-
ture feems, however, to have been very prone to this -
in every age. The ufe of amulets and charmsfeems
to have prevailed in the greateft part of the heathen '
nations, as alfo magical incantations, though it did
Bot exert itfelf precifely in the fame way, the prind .
ciple feems to have been thefame, whichled the Jews -
from a pretended veneration for the name Fehovab,
‘mever to pronounce itatall; a caftom yy;ch they re-
tain to this day, alledging, either that \137 C*“““
pronounce it, or that it is unlawful tq tet W;'
- may alfo obferve, that, io our ncxg\\ ““

—_—




Py The fecurity of thofe Ser. 1,
they feem to have fallen into the Hme error in the.
cuftom of bowing at the name of Jefus, while they
do not bow to the names of Chrift, Lord, or God.
Having mentioned thefe things for the illuftra-

tion of the fubje¢t before us, I cannot help obferving, -

that if .a fuperftitious veneration for the letters or
the found of a nanfe is blame-worthy, a rath profa-
nation of the name of God is unfpeakably more cris
minal, My heart bleeds to think of the commonnefs
of this fin among all ranks, and all ages, What have
thofe parents to arfwer for, who have tanght, or who
have not reftrained their children from taking the
same of God in vain? This is a fin little thooght
~ of among men, but highly criminal in the fight of
God, and he hath taken to himfelf the work of a-
yeanging it: ¢ For the Lord will not hold him guilt-
¢ lefs who taketh his name in vain.

By the NAME of the LoRp, in our text, we are

to underftand the Lord God hipfelf; his natuore as.

it is difcovered to us in"al} his glorious perfetions,
particularly his power and goodnefs, to fave sud de-
Yiver them that pat their truft io him. In this feofe
the name of God, or the name of the Lord, is uled
in many paffages of fcripture, as Pfal. xx. 1, §, 7,
verfes, ¢ The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble,
<. the name of the God of Jacob defend thee, We
"¢ will rejoice in thy falvation, and in the name of
< qur God we will fet up our banners :—Some truft
. in chariots, and fome in horfes : but we will remems
¢ ber the name of the Lord our God.” Asalfoin all
thofe places where mention is made of calling on the
name of the Lord, or praifing the nawe of the

- .

A Y
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Ser. 1. who truft in God. -5

Lord. Agreeably to this, we find, in our Savioor’s
dire&ory for prayer, the following petition, Hal-
bowed be thy name. That is, let God himfelf and
his glorions perfetions be acknowledged, and a
fuitable regard paid to them, by all without excep-
tion. The fame way of fpeaking is obferved with
refpet to Chrift, A&s iv. 12, ¢ For there is none
¢ other name, under heaven, given among men,
¢ whereby we muft be faved’ That is to fay,
there is no other Savioor, befides Chrift, to whom
- we can flee for deliverance from guilt and mifery.
At the fame time, it is eafy to fee the propriety of
this expreflion the name of the Lord; it is ufed for
God himfelf, becaufe, amongft mankind, we are dif-
tinguithed from one another by our names, fo God
#s known or diftinguifhed by the difcoveries he hath
made of himfelf, and the daily exercife of his per-
fettions, in bebalf of his people.
. There are three principal ways by which God
hath difcovered himfelf to mankind; namely, the
“wifible-creation, his. written word, and the daily
adminiftration of his providence. Let us confider
them fhortly, as they may be juftly faid to be his
~ mame; for they ferve to explain his nature..

1. .Let us confider the vifible creation as the
name of God. He hath engraven his name on alt
the works of his hands; he hath engraven it in an
univerfal language;, in which every intelligent crea-
ture may read it, and the mpﬁ'. weak and ignorant
may eafily.compreheng ,  Pfal. Xix. 1. ¢ The hea-
¢ wens declare the gl°l‘ it ¢ God, and the firmament
& fheweth his handy \y ©" » Rom.i.20. ‘For the

. ogs 9



G The Security of thofe Ser. 1. |
¢ invifible things of him, from the creation of the
¢ world, are cearly fcen; being underftood by the
¢ things that are made, even his eteinal power and
¢ Godhead.’ .- ]

- Are men ignorant of God? It is becaufe they do
®ot like to rethin him in their knowledge ; for the
whole ¢reation is.full of him,. ¢ He is not far from |
¢ every one of us’ We can no where turn onr"
gyes, to the heavens above, or to the earth below,
but we may fee the moft manifeft proofs of his al-
mighty power, his unfearchable wifdom, his up-
bounded goodnefs, and his univerfal prefence. How
feeling a fenfe of this does the Plalmift exprefs,
Plal, cxxxix. —7. ‘O Lord, thou haft fearched
¢ me, and known me. Thou knewelt my down-
¢ fiting, and mine vp-rifing, thou underftandeft
¢ my thought afar off. Thon compaflet my path,
¢ and my lying down, and art acquainted with ail
¢ my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue,
¢ but lo, O I ord, thou knoweft it al} together.
¢ Thou haft beflet me behind atid before, and laid
¢ thinc.band  upon- me  Such’ knowledge is too
«.wooderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain
¢ unto it. Whither (hall I go from thy Spirit? or
« wHither fhall T fee from thy prefence?* It will
fall more properly under the following head ta
thew, how the rightecus run into the name of God as ~
a firsng tower. We now confider only his. works,
as thewing forth his glory. See, to this purpofe,
the fortieth chapter of Haiah, from the 12 verfe and
downwards, ¢ Who' hath meafured the waters in
¢ the hollow of his hand, and mcted out hearcar




Scr. 2. wha 2ruft in God. Ty
¢ with the fpan, and comprehended the duft of the

¢ earth in 2 meafure, and weighed the mountains in
-¢ fcales, and the hills in a balance? Who hath di.

¢ yected the fpirit of the Lord ; or being his coun.

¢ fellor hath taught him? With whom took he coune

¢ fel, and who inftrufted.him, and taught him in
¢ the path of judgment, aud taught him knowledge,

¢ and fhewed to him the way of underftanding ¥’

2. God hath revealed himfelf in his wiitten word
there he hath clearly and explicitly written his name,
and revealed his nature; there all his various perfec~
tions, excellent in themfelves and fuitable to us, are
enumerated and explained: in thefe lively oracles;
there is a remedy not for the uncertainty of nature’s
light, but for the darknefs of our bewildered under-

-ftandings. Here we malt not forget that he hath in
his word clearly revealed himfelf, as infinitely graci-
‘ous ta finners through Jefus Chrift. ‘This may welf
be called his name, becaufe it is the only way by
which we are brought to an intetet in his favour.

'#John xiv. 6. ¢ I am the way, and the truth, and the -
¢ life. No man cometh unto the Father but by me.’
7 his unlocks the gates of the {trong tower, and o:
pens a fan&tuary to the {inner, who is. flecing front -
the fword of avenging wrath. * No man hath feen
¢ God at any time; .the only begotten Son, which
¢ is in the bolom of the Father, he hath declared
¢ him. His pame and memorial to all generatnons,
is faid to ¢ be gracious and merciful, fiqy to avger,
¢sind of great kindaefs, and repenteth iy of the evils
And it is in Chrif} Jefu;, and his crofg, tyat Die &

g is difplayed; it is for Chrift's fke \\: pia L




8 The fecurity of thofe - Ser. 1.
is beftowed; it is by Chrift Jefus that every mercy
is difpenfed : therefore we may apply to this fubject,
the prophecy of Chrift in Pfal. xxii. 22. ¢ I will de-
¢ clare thy name unto my biethren; in the midft
¢ of the congregation will I praife thee.’

- 3. In the laft place, God reveals his mame in the
daily adminiftration of his providence. In this, ¥ in-
clude not only what regards the fupport and prefer-
vation of natural life, but all the methods of his
grace. The one and the other of thefe give us a
continual and fenfible difplay of the nature and glo~
¥yof God. What the works of nature teach us to in-
fer by reafon, what the holy fcriptures teach us by
information ‘concerning God, the adminiftration of
providence gives us an opportunity of feeing and
feeling in our own experience. The appearances
of God in providence, and his gracious interpofitior
in behalf of his own people, are expreffed by his
name’s being near, or his name’s being made great,
Plal. Inxv. 1. ¢ Unto thee, O God, do we give
¢ thanks; unto thee do we give thanks; for that
¢ thy name is near, thy wondrous works declare.
¢ Pfal. Ixxvi. 1. In Judah is God known, his pame
* is great in Ifrael.” -

. An experimental knowledge of the power and
mercy of God, is, of all othets, the moft complete
and effetual. To this we may well apply the words
of Job, xjii. 5, 6. ¢ I have heard of thee by the hear:
¢ ingof the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee. Where-
¢ fore Labhor myfelf, and repent in duft and afhes.’ It
is alfo probable, that the Pfalmift David often affix-'
8 this particular meaning to the knowledge of Ged’s



Ser. 1. who truff in Ged, cr9
" name, as in Pfal. ix. 10. ¢ And they that know thy
¢ pare will put their trult io thee’; for thou, Lord,
¢ haft not forfaken them that feek thee.’ For the
-fame reafont he recommends a careful obfervation of
providence, as an excellent mean of being partakers
of divine merey. Pfal, cvii. 42, 43. ¢ The rightes
¢ ous fhall fee it'and rejoice, and all iniquity fhall
< fidp her mouth, Wholo is wife, aed will obferve
¢ thele things, even they fhall underftand the lovs
¢ ing-kindnefs of the Lard.

1 thall concluide this head, by an earneft exhortas
tion to every one io' this affembly, to endeavour to
waderftand more and more of the name of God, as
it appears in his works, in his word, and in his pro«
vidence. . Has he written it in {o great a variety of
¢harallers, and will you not take the paios 10 ob«
ferve it? O the fottith folly of worldly men ! theis

. euriofity is infatiable to hear things of no moment;
while they cannot be perfuaded to hiear what ree
gaxds their own eternal flate. They will, run in
crouds to fee avery idle or pernicions fight, if it be
called rare; while they will not open their eyes
on the magnificence and glory of thw Creator’s
works., -

But Jet me i a particular manner, bepy-of you;
the cazeful obfervation of divine providengt, td~
wards yourfelves in particdar.  You will £nd the
unfpeakable advantage of it. It will make God
morc prefent with yoy than ever. y will fer
home the obligation of every duty, anq, (pe €°°°”

s

mity of every fin upon the confcnence, g aﬂ“e;.
g ex
far more forcibie than ever. It will 3.11‘\ %\q ¢
rd

o




10 The fecurity of thofe Ser. 1.
mercy a richnefs and value, which it could not de-
rive from any other fource; juft as the man who
has been fed at a diftance, by the ftreams of a
prince’s bounty, would feel his heart drawn with
far ftronger bonds of love and gratitude, were he
to be brought into his prefence, and receive his fa-
vours immediately from his own hand.

I am aware of an objection agaioft this. Perhaps
fome perfons will fay, how can I make a particular
application of providence ? how can I certainly know
the voice or meaning of every event that befals
myfelf or my family ? is there not a great danger of
running into vifionary folly and enthufiafm? In
the remaining part of this fubje, I thall have occa-
fion to fay more as to the meaning of providence.
In the mean time, let me only defire you to begin
by a perfonal application of the unqueftionable
truths concerning providence, and this will lead
you farther than you apprehend, without the leaft
danger of miftake. Is it not certain, that ¢ a {pars
- * row falleth not to the ground without your heae
¢ venly Father, and that the very hairs of your
¢ head are all numbered by him.> Is it not of the
* Lord’s mercy then, that you awaked this morning,
and did not fleep the fleep of death? If you had
done fo, were you ready for it? Do you know how,
when, or how foon it.may be fo? Were you en-
gaged in any fcene of intemperance, lewdnefs, de-
bauchéry ? would that have been a proper fcene for
death? Have you-been preferved from any immi-
nent danger, recovered from any threatning difor-
der? Is not that a mercy? Has the defire of your




Ser. 1. “ who truff in God. 11
eyes been taken away by a ftroke? Have you heard
the reproach of many on every fide? Is not this
the will of God? Whether does it call for patience
or pride? Have you f{uffered in your fubftance?
Whether does this teach you to love the world or

" to defpife it? Is there any uncertainty here? Be-
lieve it, Chriftians, a perfonal application of the
truths relating to divine providence, would reveal
as it were a new world to you, and Wwould make the
paths of God towards you every day more intelli-
gible, every day more profitable, and thall I not add
every day more comfortable

1. We proceed now.to the fecond thing propo-
fed, viz. what is implied in the righteous running in-
2o the name of the Lord as a firang tower. The word
tower, efpecially when joined with the epithet /#rong,
immediately conveys to the mind the idea of protec-
tion and defence. It evidently alludes to the ftate of
many antient nations and tribes, who were continu-
ally expofed to hoftile inroads and invafions, and
were obliged to have caftles and towers as places of
refuge and fecurity; and this is far from being an
improper image of the ftate of a child of God in this
prefent world, whether we confider the common ca-
Jamities to which he is liable as a man, or the pecu-
liar trials with which he may. be afflicted as a good
man. To have a clear view of the import of the
metaphor, we need only confider fome pyyallel pla- -
ces, where we find the fame expreffion, .44 others
of the {ame meaning, Pfy], xviii. 2, 3. 'ﬂ‘c pord

¢ is my rock and'my f°l'tref5a and my de\\“e“ & ™y

~7T TN e




‘12 The fecurity of Phafe Ser. 1.
* God, my ftrength, in whom [ will trult; my bock~
¢ ler, and the horn of my falvation; and my high
¢ tower. 1 will call upon the Lord, who is worthy
¢ 6 be praifed, fo fhall I be faved from mine ene-
< mies. Pfal. xxvil. 1, 2. The Lord is my light
¢ and my falvation, whom fhall I fear? the’Lord i
# the ftrength of mylife, of whom fhall I be afraid ?
* When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes,
¢ came mpon me, to eat up my flefh, they {tumbled
¢ aad fell. Pfal.Ixi. 2, 3, 4. From the end of the
¢ earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is o-
¢ verwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher
¢ than I. For thou haft been a thelter for me, and
« a ftrong tower from the enemy. I will abide in
¢ thy tabernacle for ever; I will truft in the ‘covert
* of thy wings. Selah. When wehear 2 good maa
ufing fuch expreflions as thefe, we may gather, with
the greatelt certainty and clearnefs, what is the ge-
neral import of God’s being a ffrong tower, nantely,
that he is a moft powerful prote@or; that his als
tighty providence is the furcft and ftrongeft defence
‘agaioft all enemies of whatever Kkind, let their arr,
- their ativity, their maligoity, be what they will, ~
Though this may not feem to need any further
explication; yet, for the affiftance and diretion of
{ferious perfons, let us confider a little what is im«
plied in he righteous running ints this tower for theit
protection. This is the rather neceflary, that though
it is the privilege, the daty, and the prattice of the
fervants of God, to make God their defence and ftay,
yet they may be faulty and defetive in this p¥rt of

A
AS » .
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Ser. 1, wlo truft in God. |
their duty, asd foffer a proportional lofs §p point of
comfort, '
1. Then, runsing to tbe neme of God as thcir fircng
. tower, implies the kively exerci of faith both jn the
power aad willingaehs of God 4o protect them, ¢
is only by faith that we can go to an ipvifible God,
As faith muft be the principle of all acceptabie for.
¥iee toGad, fo faith is cxidently the inediate mean
of all truft in or enjoyment of God,. Therefore it
is £aid, with the greaseft Propriety, 4 the juft half
¢ live by faith.’ :
You may obferve, I have faid the bvely exercifs
of faith; for, befides the babitval perfuafion of
she great truths of religion, 23 the fonndation of
our adherence o God as our portion, there muft be
am aftual contemplation of them as the mean of our
doppost in triel or deliserance from danger, What.
" ever be the nature or fonrce of temptation, we maft
mect it, as it were, and refift it, by tking fuitable
views of the fulnefs and all-ffficiency of God, Does
the believer fland in seed of any thing fpiritual or
semparal? is he diftreffed with the want of i ?"does
be fee no human or probable way of hie being fup-
plied with it? He runs fo the name of God as pis
Areng tower, by confidering, that * the earth js the
¢ Lord’s, and the fulnefs thereof ;° that his wifdom
is infinite; and that; if it is really aeceflary, he can
weafily find a way of beftowing it. Pfal, KXXi¥. 9, 10,
* O fear the Lord ye his faints 3 for there is no wam
¢ to them that fear him. The young Kans do lack,
* and fuffer hunger; but they ﬂratAfeek the Lord
¢ thall not want agy 800d thing.” He Qyehis TR
. B | -
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14 The fecurity of thofe Ser. x:
the univerfal prefence and the fpecial providence of
God, and endeavours to reafon down his anxicty and
fear. Perhaps he may do it in the words of our blef~
‘fed Saviour, Matth. vi. 25. to the 33. verfe, ¢ There-
¢ fore, I fay unto you, take no thought for your life,
¢ what ye fhall eat, or what ye (hall drink, nor yet
¢ for your body what ye thall put on; is not the life
¢ more than meat, and the body than raiment? Be-
¢ hold the fowls of the air; for they fow not, nei-
¢ ther do they reap, nor gathér into barns; yet your
¢ heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not mach
¢ better than they? Which of you, by taking thoughe,
¢ can add one cubit anto his ftature ? And why take ye
¢ thought for raiment? Confider the lilies of the
¢ field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do
¢ they fpin; and yet, I fay unto you, that even So-
¢ Jomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like ope
¢ of thefe. Wherefore, if God fo clothe the grafs of
¢ the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is caft
¢ into the oven, fhall he not much more clothe you,
¢ Oy2 of little faith ? Therefore take no thought,
* faying, what fhall weeat? or what thall we drink ?
.¢ or wherewithal fhall we be clothed? (For after all
¢ thefe things do the Gentiles feek;) for your hea-
¢ venly Father knoweth that ye have need of all thefe
¢ things. - '
. Is the believer diftrefled with enemies, malicious,
_powerful, implacable? does he fuffer, or is he afraid
of fuffering from them, in his name, in his perfon, in’
his lifeitfelf ? he confiders the power of God to fhicld
‘him from their attacks, or more than compenfateall the
injuries which he may receive from them, and ftrength-
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enand animate him to a vigorous difcharge of hisduty
in oppofition to them. Pfal.iii. 5, 6,7, 8, ¢I laid me
¢ down and flept, I awaked ; for the Lord fuftained
¢ me: I will not be afraid of ten thoufands of people
¢ that have fet themfeclvel againft me round about.
¢ Arife, O Lord ; faveme, Omy God; for thou haft
¢ fmitten all mine enemies upon the cheek-bone ; thou
¢ haft broken the teeth of the uagodly. Salvation be-
¢ longeth unto the Lord; thy blefling is upon thy
¢ people. Selah.” He endeavours to deliver himfelf
from the diftrefling fear of man, by the reafonable
and dutiful fear of offending God, Luke, xii. 4, 6.
¢ And I fay unto you, my friends, be not afraid of
¢ them that kill the body, and after that have no

_ ¢ more that they can do. But I will forewarn you

¢ whom you fhall fear : Fear hith, which after he
¢ hath killed, hath power to caft iato hell, yea, I fay

¢ unto you, fear him. Dan.iii. 16, 17, 18. Shadrach,

¢ Mefhech, and Abednego, anfwered, and faid to the

¢ king, O Nebuchadnezzar | we are not careful to an- _
¢ fwer thee in this matter, If it be fo, our God,

¢ whom we ferve, is able to deliver us from the burn-

¢ ing fiery furmace; and he will deliver us ont of
¢ thioe hand, O King! But, if not, be it known un-

¢ sothee, OKing ¢ that we willnot ferve thy gods, nor

¢ worthip the golden image which thou baft fet up.’

Is the believer afraid of the ordinary evils of life 2

is he of a timorous pature, trembling at the thoughts
of the accidents that may befal him 2 he runs to the

name of God as the fupreme difpofer of every event,

and thinks of the inviGible power that goyerns and
diretts all vifible things, and that the very minifters
. : B 2 .
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of providence have received a charge concerning ald

his people: Pfal xdi. 1,-—12. ¢ He that dwelleths
¢ in the fecret place of the Moft High fhall abide ua-

¢ der the fhadow of the Almighty. I will fay of the
¢ Lord, he is my refuge, and my fortrefs; my Ged,’
¢ in him will F'troft. Surely he fhall deliver thee
s from the faare of the fowler, and from the noifome
s peftilence. He fhall cover thee with his feathers;
* sad under his wings fhalt chou truft. His truth’
¢ fhall be thy fhield and buckler. Thoe (halt not
* be afraid for the terror by night, nor for the ar-
¢ row that fheth by days nor for the peftilence that
¢ walketh is darknefs; nar for the deftraétion thae
¢ waftethatnoos-dsy. A thoufand fhallfallat thy fide,
¢ and ten thoufand at thy righe hand; buot it (hail
¢ not come nigh thee: only with thine eyes fhalt
¢ thou behold, and fee the reward of the wicked,
¢ becaufe thou haft made the Lord, which is my're-
¢ fuge, even the Moft High, thy habiation. There
¢ fhall no evil befal thee, neither fhallany plagne come
¢ nigh thy dwelling: for he thall give his amgels
s-charge over thee, (0 keep thee in all thy ways.

- T'o the power I joined the williagnefs of God to
preferve and proteét his people, on their fincere and
" humble application to him for it. This is abfolute-
Ty neceffary as 2 part of the objet of faith, It wounld
be in vaie to run to any firong place, with a viewof
being preferved from our enemies, onlefs we have
fome ground to hope we fhall be received fnto it;
and it would be madnefs to flet to a fortrefs kept by
an enemy: but God is every righteous man’s friend :
all the diviae perfetions are engaged for his wel~
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fare: and therefore he may confidently run to God

from every danger, and be affured both of a kind

. welcome, and of al} that fafety which is neceflary
for him.

Faith, in this refpet, has an immediate relation to
the promifes of God. Itis his name, as I obferved on
the farmer head, towhich we are toflee, as revealed in

. his written word; and much of the Jife f practical
religion confifts in attending to the tenor, and in a
daily application of the promifes. God himfelf re«
quires us to call upoa him in a time of trouble, Pal.
1. 15. ¢ And call upos me in the day of trouble; I.
¢ will deliver thee ;-and thou thalt glorify me.’ Nay,
he is gracioufly plesied to reckon our calling upoa
him an effential chara&er of his own people, Zech.
xiii, 9. ¢ And I will bring the third part through the’
¢ fire, and will refine them as filver is refined, and
* will try them as gold is tried ; they fhall call
¢ on my nane, and I will bear them; I will fay, it
¢ is my people; and they fhall fay, the Lord is my
¢ God.’ He is pleafed to efteem this, as giving him
the glory of his truth and faithfulnefs, wifdom,
power, and goodnefs, which we find reprefented in
fcripture as fo many chambers of protetion into
which the righteous are called to enter for fafety and
prefervation, Ifa. xxvi. 20, ¢ Come, my people, en~
¢ ter thou into thy chambers, and thut thy doors a-
¢ bout thee; hide thylclf, as it were, for a little
¢ momeat, until the indignation be overpaft.

1 thall only further obferve that faith in both
thefe refpets, as applying the power and promife
of God, receives very n;;nch ftrength from the e-
h 3
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xamples of his mercy, cither towards ourkives or
others. His name is recorded in every page of the
hiftary of previdence, And his people cannot, in a
more proper or effeCtual manner, run into it as a
Jirang tower, than by confideting and weighing the
cxamples of divine interpofition, in bebalf of his
faithful fervants. For this reafoo, is fo great a part
of the boly fcriptures hifforical; becaufe they ferve,
i a more effeCtual manner, to engrave the truths of
seligion both oo the psemory and heart. Many can
semember what befel Abraham, David, Samuel, Da-
Micl, and others, who would forget the precepts de-

, livered them'in a more abfira& manoer. And cvery
" onc muft be fenfible, that the inftro&ions which

arife clearly apd obvioufly from biftorical fats,
come home upon the confcience with a degree of
evidence, foperior to any thing that flows merely
from the dedadtions of reafon. May sot the Chrifs
tian, with great advantage, fay, “ Do 1 not ferve an
# everlafting and unchangeable God 2 Is be not the
¢ fame, yefterday, to day, and for ever ? Is his band
¢ at all fhortened, that it cannot fave; or his eax
* heavy, that it cannot hear? Is not he who faved
« David, the firipling, from the firength of Goliah;
¢ who faved Daniel from the power of the lions;
# and in many other inftances, affiffed or delivered
« his own people, when employed in his frvice, a-
& ble to fave me from the power of the enemy, and
¢ to carry me through all the trials of this carthly
« {tate, whether they arife from temptation or fuf.
# fering ? I hope I need not tell you to apply, in
the fame manhes, all that you have learned of -the
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wifdom or goodaefs of Providence, from reading or
converfation. For this reafon, the Plalmift declares
his refolution of communicating the mercy of God
to his fonl, Phil. kxvi. 16. ¢ Come and hear, all yo
¢ that fear God, and I will declare whatheha:b
¢ doge for my fou!.’
- Suffer me here to fay, that I cannot fee a thadow
of reafon why Chriftians thould not imitate the Pfal.
- mif’s example, ia imiparting their experience of di-
wine grace, for their matual inflru@ion and confola-
sion. If the fudent will communicate his intellec-
tual difcoveries; if the naturalift will communicate
bis fa@s and obfervations; if the tradefeman will
communicate his attainment in his profeflion; if
no man fcruples to .communicate what he hath
koown to be ufeful, for the health of the body;
tell me, ye fcorners, what fhould hinder the Chrife
tian to communicate 20 his fellow fetvants, what -
may ferve for their fpiritual confolation and peace?.
But if oar mutuval experience may be ferviceable
0 each other, how much more muft the paft good-
nefs of God towards themfelves, encourage his chil-
dren to put their troft in him ? How juft and beau-
tiful the Palmift’s reflection, Pfal. Ixiii. 7. * Becaufe
¢ thou haft been my help; therefore in the fhadow
¢ of thy wings will I rejoice.’. In the fame manner
ke recovers from his doubts and fears, Pfal, lxxvii,
§,—~12. ‘I have confidered the days of old, the
¢ years of antient times; I call to pempembrance
¢ my fong in"the night; l COMMUNE Wiy mide 0"“!
¢ Sord ca o o B i RS
| 0 qyes BT e

u‘du'




20 . The fecurity of thofe Ser. 1,
¢ able no more? Is his mercy clean gone for ever ?
¢ doth his promife fail for evermore? Hath God for-
¢ gotten to be gracious ? hath he in anger fhut up
¢ his tender mercies? Selah. And I faid, this is my
¢ infirmity; but I will remember the years of the
¢ right hand of the Moft High. 1 will remember
¢ the works of the Lord, furely I wzllremmber
¢ thy wonders of old.’

Thus, my brethren, the believer ruas, by faith,
into the, name of God as bis firong tower ; and as he
who once gets into what he thinks an impreguable
fortrefs, will fpeak to his enemies in the language of
difdain and defiance; fo he who hath repofed his
confidence in an almighty prote&or, may tread ep-
on the necks of his encmies; may be confident, that
throngh God he thall do valiantly. Neither is it any
fable, but matter of certain experience, that many
¢ through faith have {ubdued kingdoms; wrought
¢ righteoufnefs; obtained promifes; ftopped the
* mouths of lions; quenched the violence of fire;
¢ efcaped the edge of the fword; out of weaknefs
¢ were made ftrong’; waxed valiant in fight; turn-
‘ed to flight the armies of the aliens,” Heb. xi.‘
33, 34-

2. The righteous runneth into the name of God as
a firong tower by the exercife of fervent prayer.
Prayer is the immediate and diret mean of implor-
ing the divine afliftance and prote&ion. Faith is the,
habitual principle and prayer is the atual applica«
tion of it. Many are the precepts in {cripture enjoin-
ing the diligent exercife of this duty. Col.iv. 2.
« Continue in prayer, and watch in the fame with
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¢ thankigiving. 1 Thef. v. 17, Pray without ceaf-
¢ ing.” Many are the promifs of a gracious anfwer
to our prayers. Matt. vii, 7. ¢ ALk, and it thall be
¢ given you; feek, and ye fhall find ; ‘knock, and it
¢ fhall be opened unto you.—xxi, 22. And all things -
¢ whatfoever ye fhall alk in prayer, believing, ye
¢ fhall receive. John xiv. 13. And whatloever ye
¢ fhall alk in my name, that will I do; that the Fa-
¢ ther may be glorified in the Son.' Theze are alfo
¢ exhortations to importupity in prayer. Luks
¢ xviil, 1, And be fpake a parable unto them, to
¢ this end, that men ought always to pray, and not
¢ to faint.” Mhany affarances of the fuccefs of prayer,
¢ Pfal. xxxiv. 6, 17. ¢ This poor man cried, and the
¢ Lord heard him, and faved him out of all his trou-
¢ bles. The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth,,
¢ and delivereth them out of all their troubles.! Ma--
ny cxamples of the power and efficacy of prayer, as
in Jacob, David, Danicl:~-It feems plaialy an effcatial -
charafler of true picty, to be given to prayer. Pll..
ax, 4. ¢ For my-love they are my adverfasies, but [
¢ gave myfcf unto Prayer.’ I forbear enlargiog -
on thefe particularly, and fhall only fay, that ic-
is quite neceffary, in order to our running into
the name of God as a firomg tower. Though he
knoweth all our wants perfectly, he requires that
we implore his affiftance by prayer, Phil. 4.6. ¢Be
¢ carcful for nothing, but in every thing by prayer
¢ and fupplication, with thankfgiving, let your re-
¢ quefts be made known unto God.’

" The truth is, prayer is the natural remedy to
which alf are ready to fiy in extremity, Evea bad'
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men are difpofed to cry unto God in great diftrefs,
but his own children are more habitually exetcifed’
to the duty, and as they only do it on proper prin-
ciples, and with proper difpofitions, fo they only’
have the promife of acceptance, and fuccefs. Jam.v.
16. ¢ The effe€tual fervent prayer of a righteous
¢ mas availeth nruch.’

3. In the laft place, Wxngbmm runneth unto
the name of God as a firong tower, by diligence in’
his duty: This alfo is neceflary and infeparable
from a child of God, and in order to take a diftin&t
view of the Chriftian’s diligence, in this particular
light, as the foundation of truft, you may obferve,’
that it implies thefe following things. 1. Diligence
in all duties in general; in order to afcertain his’
charalter, and to be affured of the divine favour
and proteltion, the promifes ‘of deliverance, of
firength and prefervation, are all made to thofe
who ferve God in fincerity. There is no fuch
thing as a promife in any part of fcripture to a.bad.
man, as foch. There are alfo the moft pofitive and.
gracious affurances of powerful fapport in fuffer~
ing, and all neceflary help to thofe who traly
fear God, Ifa. xliii. 1, 2. ¢ But now, thus faith
¢ the Lord, that created thee, O Jacob! and he -
¢ that formed thee, O Ifracl! Fear not, for I have
¢ redeemed thee; I have called thee by thy name,
¢ thou art mine. When thou pafleft through the.
¢ waters, I will be with thee; and through the ri-.
¢ vers, they fhall not overflow thee. When thou
¢ walkeft through the fire, thou fhalt not be burnt;
¢ neither fhall the flame kindle upon thee’ Nay,
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- the moft exprefs declarations, that all things fhall
iflue to their advantage, however difcouraging an a-
fpet they may wear for a feafon, Rom. viii. 28.
¢ And we know, that all things work together for
¢ good, to them that love God, to them who are
¢. the called accordiag to his purpofe.’ From this it
plainly follows, that the very way to run into the
* the name of God, is; by habitual diligemce in doing
bis will, The more we can, by walking in his fear,
keep clear our title to his fpecial favour, the more
unthaken truft and confidence we may place in his
power and mercy, in every trial; for he hath not
forfaken them that love him, So certain is this,
that I believe every experienced Chriftian will bear
teftimony, that when he is unhinged by diftrefs,
when he is filled with anxiety, and fear of any kind,
it arifes as much, or more, from fufpicion of him-
felf, and doubt of his relation to God, as from any
difbelief of the general truth, that God will fupport
and ftrengthen his own people. Therefore the righ-
.teous may be faid to run into the name of God, when
they exercife themfelves in keeping confciences void
of offence, and walk fo as they may humbly hope
for his acceptance and approbation.

2. ‘Asa good man runs into his ftrong tower, by
diligence in every part of his duty in general; fo par- -
ticularly by a watchful attention to his condu, in
every time of trial or danger. He will be on hisguard,
left by any part of his behaviour he provoke God
to depart from him. He will then, in a peculiar
.mapaer, fet the Lord before him, that he may, with
_the greater confidence, commit his caufe and his in-
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tereft to his care. The fuffering difciples of Chrift
are often warned of the neceflity of this, 1. Pet. iv.
19. * Therefore, let them that foffer, accordiag to
¢ the will of God, commit the keeping of their fouls
¢ to him in well-doing, as anto a faithful Creator.”
Whether therefore the daager arifes from bodily
diftrels, from worldly loffes, from flander and re-
proach, or from whatever other quarter, the firft
and great care of the Chriftan thould be, to keep
his confcience undefiled; and the neceflity of this is
the greater, that {uffering times are always times of
trial. It is no eafy matter to refifk the temptations
which arife from a fuffering fate, ordained exprefoly
for the trial of our faith, which we are told, i ¢ more
¢ procious than that-of gold which peritheth.” We
may be tempted to impaticnce uader calamity, te re-
fentment of injuries, to taking wrang and finful me-
thods of redrefs. In oppofition to all thefe, the fer-
want of God will be particularly carefsl to avoid
thofe fias which his fituation invites him to, and to
difcharge thofe duties which the afpet of provi-
dence feems to afk of him; he will confider this ag
the great and only obje& of his attention, and free-
Iy commit the conduét of events, and the ifflue of
’thwgs, to an all-gracious, and almighty God. Pfal.
xxxvii. §, 6. ¢ Commit thy way unto the Lords
< yuft alfo in him, and he fhall bring it to pafs.
¢ And he fhall bring forth thy righteoufnefs as
* the light, and thy judgment as the noon day.’
3. A good man will diligently ufe every lawful
mean for his prote&ion and deliverance. This
may be confidered as included under the former
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particular, being a part of hisduty. Trufl in God,
is by mo means a prefamptuons and flothful fecuri-
ty, but a patient dependence on the bleffing of pro-
~idence ia an application to onr duty. To do o-
therwife, is juft what is called in fcripture, tempting

God. For the wileft purpofes, God hath fixed and
fettled the relation between the means and the end;
and we are not to expedt, either in natural or fpiri-
. tual things, to obtain the end, while we defpife the
+Gal. vi. 7. ¢ Be not deceived, God is not

“ mocked for whatfoever a man foweth, that fhall

¢ he'alfo reap.’ Bat,

4. In the lalt place, The good man will renounce
all' dependence on created help, as fuch, and place
“his ultimate hope only on the power and fovereign-

ty of divine providence. He will not negle the ufe
of outward means, in obedience to the command of
God, but will look for the expetted benefit from
them, only by the blefling of God. The running -
into a firong tower, implies a renunciation of our
dependence on any thing elfe, we give up all other
methods of defence, and truft in it alone for fecu-
rity. So it is here, There may be not only a de-
pendence on means unlawful in themfelves, but a
finful, becaufe an exceffive dependence upon fuch
as are moft lawful. We fee this remark made on
Afa. 2, Chron. xvi. 12. * And Afa, in the thirty
¢ and ninth yearof his reign, was difeafed in his
" ¢ feet, until his difeafe was exceeding great: Yet
¢ in his difeafe he fought not to the Lord, but to
¢ the phyficians.” Many are the evidences wehave,
from daily experience, of the weaknefs and uncer-
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. tainty of all outward means, that we may not be
tempted to idolize them, or to truft in them; and
we find, in many paffages of fcripture, an exprefs
oppofition ftated between truft in God, and truftin
human or created help. Pfal. cxviii. 8, 9. ¢ Itis bet-
¢ ter to truft in the Lord, than to put confidence in
¢ man. It isbetter to truft in the Lord, than to put
¢ confidence in princes.’ Pfal. cxlvi. 3. ¢ Put not
¢ your truft in princes, nor in the fon of man, in
¢ whom there is no help.’

III. We proceed now to the third thing propofed ;
which was, to cénfider the perfect fecurity of the
righteous, who runneth into the name of the Lord as
a firong tower——the righteous runneth unto it, and
is fafe. And here, my brethren, I cannot help ob-
ferving, that though this is a truth of the moft ma-
nifeft importance, and, at the fame time, the moft
undoubted certainty, it is what but few attain to the
unfhaken perfuafion and daily application of, in their
paflage through this valley of tears. In arder to il-
luftrate it, I fhall fhortly confider, 14, Wherein this
fafety of the righteous confifts, 2dly, The abfolute
certainty of their being thus preferved fafe,

We are told, ¢e rightecus runneth into this tower,

-and is fafe. In a perfect confiftence with the ufe of
the metaphor, the word might perhaps be better
tranflated, is exalted, or placed on high. Now, their
fafety, I think, confifts in the following particulars,
1. God, many times, by the courfe of his providence,
preferves them from dangers which they could not
otherwile efeape. Every good man, who has attend-
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ed, if I may fo fpeak, to his own hiftory, muft have
obferved, that he hath been delivered from danger
-by fuch means as were no way the effeét of his own
prudence or forefight, nor indeed could be, and
which therefore he is conftrained to afcribe to the
goodnefs and wifdom of Providence. Nay, fometimes
things fall oot fo contrary to human expe&atnon,.
and the ordinary courfe or things, that he is con-
firained, with wonder, to confefs the very finger of
God. He.fometimes blafts the counfel of the wick-
ed, and makes their devices of none effe®t. The E-
gyptians thought the Ifraelites were fo inclofed in
the Wildernefs, with the Red_Sea before them, and
their army at their back, that it was impoffible for .
them to efcape: but God, by a mighty hand, and
an outftretched arm, opened a way for them through
the midft of the waters, and their enemies were
drowned in the depths of thefea. Haman, no doubt,
thought his vengeance fure againft all the Jews;
but, when it was juft ready to burft, God turned
his devices againft himfelf, and caufed him to perifh»
by the very means which he had contrived for tbo ‘
deftru&tion of the innocent.

I need not attempt, becaufe indeed it is impof-
fible, to enumerate the various ways by which the
great Difpofer of all things works deliverance in
danger. He fometimes changes the hearts of ene..
mies, as he did of Efau towards Jacob—and of the
Apoftle Paul, when breathing out threatenings: a-
gainlt the church.—He fometimes carves out other
work for perfecutors, as Saul was once and again

called off from the purfuit of David by the Phili-
' Cz3

‘.



a8 The fecurity of thofs Ser. 3.
flines; and fometimes he makes the intended evil
prove a real blefling ; as in the cafe of Jofeph, in
whofe hiftory we have one of the moft beautiful
draughts of Providence that is any where to be feem,
and dune with that union of majefty 20d fimplicity,
which fo remarkably diftinguithes the facred writ-
ings. The whole hundred and twenty-fourth Pllm is
acelebration of divine pow er, anda hymn of praife for
divine proteCtion. ¢ If it had not been the Lord, who
¢ was on our fide, now may lrael fay; if it had not
¢ been the Lord, who was on our fide, when men
"¢ rofe np againft s, then they had {fwallowed us up
¢ quick, when thcir wrath was kindled againft uss
¢ then the waters had overwhelned us, the ftream
¢ had gone over our foul : then the proud waters
¢ had gone over our foul. Blefled be the Lord, who
¢ hath not giver us as a prey to their tecth. Our foul -
¢ is efcaped as a bird out of the faare of the fowlers :
¢ the fnare is broken, and we are efcaped. Our
¢ help is in the name of the Lord, who made hea-
¢ ven and earth.’

1 thall only add, on this head, that a ferious per~
fon, when thinking or {peaking of deliverance from
danger, will always confider fin as the greateft dan-
ger : he will refle®, with the higheft pleafare, on
the ‘inftances in which God has enabled him to
difcharge his duty with cenftancy. Let me beg of
you to remember, with what courage and refolution
the young perfons, Shadrach, Methech, and Abed-
nego fpoke to King Nebuchadnezzar, and refifted
the threatenings of that powerful prince. It is worth’
while to obferve, that thcy and Daniel feem, in that
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perilous time, to have given themfelves much to the
exercife of prayer. ‘Fhus, running into the name of
God as a firong tower, they obtained fecurity, while
other very emineat perfoss, by trufting in them-
4elves, or boafting of their awn ftrength, fell before
temptations of a very trifliog kind, as Abraham and
Ifaac in denying their wives, and the Apoftic Peter
-in denying his Mafter.

2. The fecurity of the righteous confifts in the
promife of ftrength and fupport in the time of trial,
Although God preferves his people from many dan-
gers, yet he has no where promifed them deliverance
from all, On the contrary, we are told, ¢that all
¢ that will live godly in Chrift Jefus muft fuffer per-
¢ fecution ; and that through much tribulation we
¢ muft enter into the kingdom of God.” Yet, e-
ven in thefe circumftances, they are fafe, becaufe
God is with them ip their afflitions; his rod and
bis ftaff’ powerfully fupports them. Need I tell you,
“that here, in a particular manner, the text is exem-
plified: The name of the Lord is a ftrong tower ; the
righteous runneth into it, and is fafe. Under a fmart-
ing rod, what can a child of God do, but enter into
his fecret chambers; and fupplicate the affiftance and
prefence of his reconciled Father? and has he not
promifed to grant it? Ifa."xliii. 1. ¢ But now, thus
¢ faith the Lord, that created thee, O Jacob! and
¢ he that formed thee, O Ifrael ! fear not; for I have
¢ redcemed thee; I have called thee by thy name;
*thou art mine.” Afid has he not many times, in .
fa&, granted it? The three children walking at li-
berty in the midft of the fire with the Son of God,

: cC3 - .

\
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4s their companion, was but one inftance of what
has many times happened in every age. Who would
not rather be in the place of Paul and Silas, finging
praifes to God in their chains, than be the mafter of
the world, with all the danger and anxieties of a
throne ? Let me here make an obfervation, which I
think is warranted both by fcripture and experience,
that juft as in point of duty, fo alfo in point of fuf-
fering, the fecurity and comfort of the people of
God depends upon their running into, and, if [ may
fo exprefs it, keeping within the bounds of their
ﬁrong tower. If they keep clofe to God, no fuffer-

ing will difconcert them ; no enemy will terrify them :
but, if they neglect this, they may be unhinged by
a very {light trial. 1 hinted before, felf-dependence
will make men fall before a very trifling temptation :
but dependcence on divine ftrength will make them
fup: rior to the greateft. In the very fame manaer, it
Bath been often feen, that perfons, who have loft
. their temper, or loft their courage, in fufferings of
no extraordinary kind, when more feverely tried have
behaved infinitely better, and being conftrained to
flee to God for protetion, have found fuch benefie
from it, that they have flept in peace and comfort
in a loathfome prifon, have gone with an undaunted
fep to an ignominious fcaffold, nuy, and embraced,
with joy and tranfport, a halter or a ftake.

3. In the lalt place, The righteous is fafe under
the divine prote@ion, as they are fure of deliverance
in the end, and complete victory over all fufferings .
of every kind. Thusit is faid, Pfal. xxxiv. 17. to the
end, ¢ The righteous cry, and the Lord beareth, and
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¢ delivereth them out of all their troubles. The
¢ Lord is nigh unto them that arc of a broken heart,
¢ and faveth fuch as be of a contrite fpirit. Many
¢ are the afliCtions of the righteousy but the Lord
¢ delivereth him out of them all. He keepeth all his
¢ bones, not one of them is broken. Evil fhall flay
¢ the-wicked, and they that hate the righteous thall
¢ be defolate. The Lord redeemeth the foul of his
¢ fervants ; and noae of them that truft in him fhall
¢ be defolate.” _There is a great beanty in this laft
paffage, which is loft or concealed in our tranfla.
tion; it lies in the oppofition between the 19 and
21 verfes. The 19 verfe runs thus, ¢ Many are the
« afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord deliver:
¢ eth him out of them all.” In oppofition to this,
it is faid, in the 21 verfe, as it thould be tranflated,
¢ One evil thall {lay the wicked; and they that hate
¢ the righteous fhall be defolate” This probably
points at the great diftinguithing fecurity of good
men, that their falvation is fafe in the keeping of God,
and quite beyoad the reach of their moft implacable
enemies, Whatever firaitening circumftances they
may be reduced to, they have treafures in “heaven,
¢ which neither moth nor ruft can corrupt, .nor
¢ thief break through and fteal.’ They may be dri-
ven from their habitations, or banithed from their
country ; they may refemble thofe of whom we read,
Heb xi. 36, 37, 38. ¢ And others had trials of cruel
-* mockiogs, and {courgings ; yea moreover of bonds
¢ and imprifonment. They were ftoned, they were
¢ fawn afunder, were tempted, were flain with the

*fword ; they wandgred about in fheep fkins, and
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¢ goat fkins; being deftitute, aflicted, tormented,
¢ (of whom the world was not worthy;) they wan-
¢ dered in defarts, and in mountains, and in deas,
¢ and caves of the carth;’ but they cannot be banith-
ed from the kingdom of heaven. No tyrant can fhat
the gates of paradife againft them; for they have
been opened by him, ¢ who opencth, and no man
¢ fhutteth ; and fhutteth, and no man openeth.’ E
have often read with admiration, both is the infpired
wrifings and ecclefiattical hiffory, the patience and
conftancy of the martyrs. How edifying is it to ob~
ferve, that by witneffing a good confeffion, together
with the gracious influence of the fpirit of God,
they have become fuperior to the fear of death, and
have been enabled to defpife or pity the weaknefs of
perfecuting rage? Sometimes we may clearly fee,
the unrighteous judges torn in picces, with the fury
of infernal paffions, vainly endeavouring to wreck
their malice, by newly invented tortures, and the
happy prifoners, as it were, already beyond their
reach, while by faith and hope they are firmly af-
fured of ¢an inheritance incorruptible and undefil-
¢ ed, and that fadeth not away, referved ia heaven
$ above.’

Having thus confidered the pature of the good
man’s fecurity, I am now to confider the abfolute
certainty of it.—On this I fhall be very (hort, it refts
upon the divine perfetion, the divine promife, and
the experience of the faints. 1. The divine perfec-
tion. Isthere any thing too hard for the Almighty ?
Is he not the Lord of nature ? And are not all thinge
obedient to his will? The great eaemy of fouls, and

L
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all his isftruments and ageats, are under the govern-
ment of God. He fets bounds to their rage, and will
not {uffer them to go fo much as one hairs breadih
beyond the limits he hath appoiated for them. How
great then mult be the fecurity of thofe who put
their truft in him ? Again,

2. Confider his faithful promife; he bath faid it,
he hath repeated it, he hath fworn it, that his cove-
pant fhall ftand faft for ever, Every page of the fa:
ered oracles is full of the mof} gracious affurances
and thefe exprefled in the moft condefcending terms,
Pfal. xci. 1,—~—4. ‘He that dwelleth in the fecret
¢ place of the Moft High, fhall abide under the fha.
¢ dow of the Almighty, I will fay of the Lord, he ia
¢ my refuge and my fortrefs; my God, in him will
¢ I truft. Surely he thall deliver thee from the fnare

- ¢ of the fowler, and from the noifome peflilence,
¢ He fhall cover thee with his feathers, and uader his
¢ wings {halt thou trufk: his cruth (hall be thy fhield
¢ and buckler. Zech. ii. 8. He that toucheth you,
< toucheth the apple of his eye.” Nay, the very mis
piflers of his providence are your attendants, Pfal,
xci. 11, ¢ For he fhall give his angels charge over
¢ thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.’

3. Confider the expericace of the faints; they all
with one voice, bear their teltimony to the divise
faithfulnefs and mercy. It is with this particular view
that, the Plalmift fays, in that forecited text, Pfal.

Jx. 10. ‘And they that know thy name will put
¢ their truft in thee; for thou, Lord, haft not for-
¢ faken them that feq thee. And indeed in every
3ge, Chriftians of “ﬁn Jing ad experience are ready

e e e
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to give their fantion to the certainty of God’s pro-
mifes, and will often confefs the greatnefs of his paft |
mercy, ecven while they are chiding their own impa-
ticoce and diftruft, that it can fearcely fuffice to em-
bolden them for future duty, and prepare them for
future trials,

IV. 1 come now, in the laft place, to make fome
praftical improvement of what hath been faid. And,
firft, From what hath been faid, you may fee the
finfulnefs of diftruft. HasGod laid fo noble a foun-
dation for our dependence upon him; and are we
flill fo backward to the duty? Is not diftruft in
fome meafure a denial of God himfelf ? A denial
of his prefence, a denial of his perfettions, and dif-
belief of his promifes? Let us all be covered with
fhame, when we confider how much we have alrea-
dy dithonoured him, in this refpeft. And let us
pray, that he may cnable us henceforward not only
to fend up our cries to heaven, for relief in diftrefs,
but to caft our cares and burdens upon the Lord,
in the faith ¢ that he will fuftain us, that he will ne-
¢ ver fuffer the righteous to be moved.’ '

2. You may fee the remedy of diftruft, which is,
t6 be more and more acquainted with the name of
God. Contemplate his glory in the vifible creation:
he may be feen not only in his fpreading out the
heavens like a curtain, but in the formation of
the meaneft creature ; in a pile of grafs, or ina
grain of fand. While you are daily tafting his gifts,
forget not to acknowledge his bounty, in the rifing
fun, the growing corn, and the falling rain. Thiok
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of hisglaithful word, read his promifes, lay them
up ihxr memories, write them in your hearts;
and efpecially, the exceeding great and precious
promifes of the everlafting gofpel, which may be
yours, which you are entreated to accept as
yours, and if they be not yours, you fhall render
an, account to himfelf at the laft day, for receiv-
ing them in vain, -Thiok alfo of his provi-
‘denge, all you have feen, and all you have felr,
of preferving goodnefs, and of redeeming grace;
and continue to cleave to hig as your portion,
in the Phalmift’s words, Pfal. xlviii, 14. ¢ This
¢ God is our.God, for ever and ever, he will be
¢ our guide even unto death.’

3. In the laft place, learn from hence, what is
‘the fureft and fhorteft, and indeed, the only fafe
way of deliverance from fuffering. Flee to God as
your frong tower, by prayer and fupplication : byt
with this, endeavéur by the renewed exercife of
faith in your redeemer’s blood, to afcertain your ti-
tle to the favour of Cod; endeavour by a ftedfaft
adherence to your duty, to commit your ways to
God; and fo foon, and fo far, as. you have good
ground to know that you are his children, you
ought to refift and banifh every doubt of your fe-
curity. Rom. viii. 28. ¢ And we know, that all
¢ .things work together for good to them that love
¢ God; to them who are the called according to
¢ his purpofe. Verfe 3, of the fame chapter. He"
¢ that fpared not his Oy Son. but delivered him
¢ up for us all, how (h‘lll pe oot with him alfo free-
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SERMON IL

The obje& of a Chriftian’s defire in religious
worthip.

E xopus xxxiii. 18.

And be faid, "1 befeech thee, fbew me thy ghry.

HESE are the words of an Old Teftament
faint; of that Mofes, why, as a fervant, was
faithful over all the houfe of God. True piety is
the fame in fubftance in all ages, and points at one
thing as its centre and its reft, the knowledge and
enjoyment of God. Ia the preceding verfes, Mofes
had been employed in earneft prayer and intercef-
fion for the people of Ifrael. He had met with
foccefs and acgeptance in thefe requefls; for it is
faid, in the 14. verfe, ¢ My prefence fhall go with
¢ thee, and I will give thee reft, And in the 17th,
¢ And the Lord faid unto Mofes, I will do this
¢ thing alfo that thou haft fpoken; for thou haft
¢ found grace in my fight, and I kaow thee by
* name.” The condefcenfion of a gracious God,
though it fatisfies, does not extinguifh the defires




of his faints, but rather makes them more avdent
and importunate; for %e immediately adds, in the
words of the text, 1 befeech thee, foew me thy ghxy.
It is highly probable, from what follows, that this.
defire included more than was proper for the pre-
fent flate; yet fuch a difcovery as was poffible, or

~ could be ufeful to him, is gracioufly promifed,
¢ And he faid, ¥ will make all my goodaefs pafs be-
¢ fore thee; and I will prockim the .name of the
¢ Lord before. thee; and will be gracious to. whom
¢ I will be gracious, and will fhew mercy on whom
¢ 1 will fhew mercy.’

My dear brethren, it is our diftinguifhed privi-
lege, that we have daily unmolefted accefs to the
houft and ordinances of God. We ought to re-
Jaice, that we have fo many clear and exprefs pro-
mifes of the divine prefence, in New Teftament
warthip. But what caufe have we to be afhamed,
that we are fo exceeding prone to ftop fhort insthe: -
threfhald, to content ourfelves with the mere form,
jnftead of earneftly breathing after real, inward, and:
fenfible communion with God? I have therefore
chofen this fubjed®, ‘in the view of that folemm or~
dinance, The Lord’s Supper, where we have a fen-
fible reprefentation of Chrift crucified, the great
mican of our accefs to God, that we may ferve him
on that occafian Pa"ﬁcnlaf‘y’ and the remaining
part of our lives hab;.tu i jn fpirit apd jo troth.
And, Oh, that we myy "3 " a4ily more expetienee
of the fweetnefs ang ¥ h2 of bis fery, o OB eartat

‘and may daily long . .~} pt hat ) <«
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" fhall ferve him in 2 mamer infinitely more perfe&t.
and joyful in his temple above ! .
In difcourfing on this fubjed, I ptopoﬁ:, in depen-
dence on divine ftrength, ..
I To explain what is the vbjeét of a faiat’s de-
fire, when he faith, in the words of Mofes, 7 befeech
thee, foew me thy glory..
1I. To improve the fubje®—particularly by
pointing out what is the moft proper preparation
for fuch a difcovery.

1. Then, I am to explain what is the objeét of a
faint’s defire, when he faith, in the words of Mofes,
I befeech thee, fbew me thy glory. Itis very probable,.
from the paffage following the text, which I have
read, that Mofes had fome regard to the feafible ap- -
pearance, which, in that difpenfation, did often ac~
company or notify the immediate prefence of the an~
gel of the covenant. He defired, probably, to be
ftrengthened for beholding ftedfaflly the Shechinach, -
or bright and luminous cloud which fometimes ap-
peared over the tabernacle, and, by its glorious luf~
tre, tended to affect the mind with a fenfe of the
power and fovereignty of the Lord Jehovah. But
this, furely, was not all; for this, in itfelf, was on«
ly a {ubfidiary mean, which ferved to. carry their
views to the real and fpiritual glory of God. To
the laft, therefore, we fhall confine our attention,
as to what the gofpel particularly opens to us, and.
what believers are enabled, by faith, to apprehend..

When Chriftians, then, defire to fee.the glory of
God, it feems chiefly to imply the following things:
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1. They defire to fee the glory of an eternal inde-
pendent God; they defire to fee the only living and
true God in his own inherent excellence and infinite
perfection. God is the fource and fum of all excel-

-Jence; ‘or, in the language of the Pfalmift, ¢ the per-

. # feCtion of beauty.’ Every thing noble or beautifal
in the creature, is only a faint ray from the fulnefs
of the Creator’s glory. Therefore he is the proper

‘object of the higheft efteem, and moft profound ve-
neration, of every reafonable creature. The vifion

-and fruition of God conftitute the employment and
happiaefs of heavei: and even here, while they are
in preparation for the higher houfe, the faints defie

" fuch a difcovery of the divine glory as their condi-

-tion will admit of, and take pleafure in contemplat-
ing his nature, asrevealed to them both in his word

" -and in his works. They dwell, with adoring wonder,
on all his attributes, which ‘are boundlefs and ud-
_fearchable: the immenfity of his being, who fills
heaven and earth with his prefence, whofeeth in fe-
cret, and from whom the thickeft darknefs cannot
cover us;: his jrrefiftible power, ¢ who fpake, and it
¢ was done, ‘'who commanded, and it ftood faft ;—~—
who called this great univerfe out of nothing into
bcihg, “who doth in the army of heaven, and a-
¢ among the inhabitants of the earth whatever feems

# good unto him:’ his infigit¢ holinefs and purity,

. *-with whom ‘evil cagnop jqet), nor finners fland ia
« his prefence ; who logk Sb ro-the moon, apdit (hm-
¢ eth not, to the ﬁars d pey e not orc \0
¢ fight:’ hxsmﬁmtcv, h p q,bowork“\\

s accordmg to bis wa' v v“"“" 00\)“&‘,'\
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¢ the heathen to nought, and makes the devices of
* the people of sone effect:* his bonndlefs goodacts,
which filis the carth, aad flows in pienteous fircams
to all the creatures of his power.
But, perhaps, fome are faying, what is there ex-
traordinary or pecuhar in all this? is it rot clearly
revealed in the ward of God? can any Chriftian be
ignorant of it ? If Mofes, in that early difpenfation,
defired a difcovery of the divine perfeftions, nothing
.of that kind is waating t0 s, who, fince the falects
. of time, have fo complete a revelation in the New
Teftament. But, my brethren, I mok- ‘beg of you
10 dbferve thefe two things:
¢ 1. That there is in the fulnefs of the Godhead
-an infinite and endlefs variety even for the employ-
.ment of our intelle®nal powers. Well might ¥o.
phar, in the book of Job, fay, Job xi. 7,8,9, ¢ Cantt -
< thon, by fearching, find out God ! canft thou find
¢ out the Almighty unto perfeftion? It is as high
¢.as heaven, what canft thou do? deeper than hell,
“ what canft thon keow? the mseafare theveof is
“ longer 'than the earth, and broader than the fea.
2. That the real and groper koowledge of the
glory of God is by inward and fpiriteal illeminazion.
The haly feriptores thanfelves, however clear a dif-
<overythey contaim of the natare of God, are no bet-
ser than 2 fealed book 1o xwany even of e greareft
omprehonfion of mind. R is.ene thimg to think,
* -and fpeak, and resfon on the perfé@ions of God, ab
aa object of ience, sad another to glorify him 25
God, or to have a deep and awful impreflion of him
“opon our hearts. . Real beficvers will Xoow this by
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experience. A difcovery of the glory of God, is not
to inform them of a truth which they never heard
before, but to give lively penetrating views of the
meaning and importance of thofe truths of which
they had, perhaps, heard and fpoken simes without’
number, Sometimes one word {poken of the Eter-
mal, the Almighty, the Holy One, will be carried
home upon the confcience and heart with fuch irre-
fiftible force, as to thew them more of God than e-
ver they had feen before. O what a difference is
there between the way in which we ufe the fame.
- words in prayer or praife, at one time, and at ano-
ther! None but down-right atheifts will deny the
omoifcience and omniprefence of God; but how far
is this general acknowledgment from that oveswhelm-
ing fenfe of his prefence which believers have fome-
times in his worthip in publick or in fecret. What
a new fenfe of God’s prefence had Jacob at Bethel,
whea he faid, Gen. xxviii. 16, 17. ¢ Surely the Lord
¢ is in this place, and I knew it not: and he was a-
¢ fraid, and faid, how dreadful is this place? this is
¢ none other but the houfe of God, and this is the
¢ gate of heaven?’ What a fenfe of God’s prefence
had Hagar, Gen. xvi. 13. when * he called the name
¢ of the Lord that fpake untoher, thou, God, feeft me ;
¢ for, fhe faid, have I alfo here looked after him that
¢ feeth me?’ or Job, when he exprefles himfelf thus,
Job xlii. 5, 6. ‘1 have heard of thee by the hearing
¢ of the ear; butsoy wioe €¥¢ feeth thee. Where-
4 fore 1 abhor. m)’fe] f and repent in dult and
¢ afhes?’
X fhall only ﬁlrtb% exv ,that it plainly appears
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that this difcovery of the glory of Ged, belongs an-
ly 0 his own people. Wicked men are faid,"ia forip--
tore, to be fuch as kaow not God. They are alfo de-
feribed a little differently, as not baving God is-alt
their thonghts ; aot but that wicked men may have
a general or cuftemary belief, in the being and perfec-
tions of God, but becaufe they have not that mtimate
fenfe of his prefence, that dikovery of the glory and
amiablenefs of his perfeftions, which is peculiar to
Mis own children. Even the natural perfeQious of
God, his power and wifdom, cannot be beheld with
fuch veneration by any, as by thofe who are feafible
of their obligations to ferve him. Bat above all, the
glory of his infinite holinefs and jeflice can never be
feen, but by thofe who defire to fubmit to it; nor
the glory of his infinite mercy, but by thofe who
fee themfelves indebted toit. This leads me to ob-
ferve,

2. That the believer defires to fee the glory of a
gracious and reconciled God, not only infinitely glo-
rious in himfclf, but infinitely merciful to him. This
view onght never to be feparated from the former.
Take away the divine mercy, and the luftre of his
other perfetions is too ftrong for us to behold.
The power, wifdom, holinefs and juftice of God,
feparated from his mercy, fpeak nothing but un-
mixed terror to the guilty. It is very probable,
that there was fomething in the defire of Mofes, in

the text, according to his own view, ignorant and’

unadvifed; but God granted his requeft only in fuch
a way as could be ufeful to him., When be fuys,
1 befeech thee foew me thy glory, the anfwer is in the




follonving tarms, < I will make all my goodacfs pals
¢ before thee; and [ will proclaim the name of the
¢ Lord before thee. And { will be gracious to whom
¢ I will be gracious, and will thew mercy oo whom I
¢ will fhew mercy.’ And agaia, it is faid in the fol-
lowing chapter, 6, 7, verfes. ¢ And the Lord pafled
¢ by before him, and proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord
¢ God, merciful and pracious, long-fufferiag, ead a-
¢ bpndant in poodnefs and truth. Keeping mercy
¢ for thoafands, forgiving iniquity, and tranfgrefs
¢ fion, and fin: and that will by no means clear the
¢ guilty, vifiing the iniquity of the fathers upon
¢ the children, and upon the childrens children, un-
¢ to the third and to the fourth generation.” -
We may allofee, that in the whole difpenfation
of divine grace to men, God is reprefented as com-
ing under a peculiar relation to them; and they are
called not only to ferve him as God, bat to truft in
him as their God. Everyhearer muft be fenfible, how
effential this is to a believer’s defire, of fecing the
glory of God. He cannot confider him as God ovet-
all, without, at the {ame time, remembering, that he
is one with whom he bath to do. There is alfo a
peceflity here peculiar to ourfelves. The holy angels
confider him as their maker and their happinefs: but
the childten of Adap muft confider, not only his
goodnefs to the iangyeat, but his mercy to the guil-
ty. This glory of Qod (hines brightly, and fhines
only in the face of Chrilt. God, we are told,
¢ dwelleth in h'gI)t Je( "’s o Man an approach ua-
¢ to. Nomanh wblc God st any time; but the

v oty t o h declared him.
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In this wonderfal difpenfation, indeed, all the per~
fe@ions of God are found uaited; but above all,
¢ Grace and mercy thioe and reign through righte~-
« oufuefs, by Jefus Chrift our Lord.’

-Here 1 muft add, that the believer mot oaly defires-
to fee the glory of God’s mercy, in general, as dif~
played in the gofpel, in which he may have a thare,
but to take an appropriating view of it, as what he
hath a clear right and title to call hisown. Doubt-
lefs the mercy of God is publifhed, offering falvation
to the chief of finners. It is their duty to accept of
ft; it is their intereft to cleave to it. But they are
many times deterred by what they fee ia God, they
are many times difcouraged by what they feel in
themfelves, and are afraid to affert their title to fo
great a blefling. But wheo, by the Holy Spirit, they:
are enabled to fee the infinite price paid for their re~
demption, in the crofs of Chrift; when they fee the
riches of divine grace, in the crofs of Chrift; when
they hear the urgent invitations to them to belicve
in the crofs of Chrift; whea-they are cnabled freely
to renounce and quit hold of every other claim;
when their hearts are fweetly conltrained by the
bonds of their Redeemer’s love; they can then look
upon God as their reconciled father, through him
who hath made peace, by the blood of his crofs, and
fay uato him, My Lord! and my God! What an en»
dearing view is this of the divine glory, and what
ineffable fatisfattion fprings from it, to the foul 2
‘What an unfpeakable confolation to thofe who have
been wounded in their fpirits, and grieved in their
minds, when they are enabled to apply the encou-
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waging promifes of the boly fcriptures? Ha. 1. 18,
< Come, row, and let us reafon together, faith the
¢ Lord ; shough your Jins be as fearlet, they fhall
¢ be as white as foow’; though they be red Jiké
* crimioa, théy hudl beas wool. Ifa sliii.25. I,

“even I, am he that blotteth out thy tranfgrcﬂ'ms,
¢ for mine own fake; and will a6t remember thy
¢ fins. xliv. 22, 1 have blotted out, as a thick cloud,
¢ thy. teanfgreffions, and as a cloud thy fins, Remrd
¢ anto me; for I have redeemed thee.’

3. The beliewer defires to fee the glory of God
us an all-fufficent God. This is o neceflary view -
of God, as the fupport and happinefs of the crea~
eure, as well as the {trength and coafolation of :he‘
fmoer,

- My hrethmn, man was made for living upod
God ; forgetting this e firft weat altray from. him,
Self fificiency, and a delafive fenfe of independ-
ance, js infeparable from a finful flate. Comvidtion
devcls a blow at the foundation of this miftake. Se-
- zioms confileration fhews us how infulficieat we
mre for our owm happinefs. Duily experience dif-
<covers the inhéreat vanity .of-ail created comforts
in themfetves, and as foparated. from God. Whead
the penitene retursss 10 ‘Gud, be not only eturas;
from the fervice of other mafters, to him, as his
sightful Lord ; bat forfakes all-forbiddea joys, and
dleaves 1o God s hig frappioefs, and refls in him a8
bis portion. Daes o this Bppear from th: msfur:nf
lan of ftript regard to both parts

ﬁfl’.?mff"" e, b B God, 1nd what bet
dougs to man. ses ”d’;,onim early P"""‘f‘ to
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the father of the faithful, Gen. xv. 1. ¢ Fear pot
¢ Abram ; 1 am thy fhicld, and thy exceeding great
* ¢ reward.’ Maultitudes of others are of the fame im-
t.

Por'rhe power and providence ofGod in behalf of
his people, are largely and beautifully defcribed, in

the ninety firfl Pfalm, ¢ He that dwelleth in the fe-
¢ cret place of the Moft High, fhall abide under
¢ the thadow of the Almighty. I will fay of the
¢ Lord, he is my .refuge and my fortrefs ; my
¢ God, in him will I truft, Sorely he fhall de-
¢ liver thee from the dbare of the fowler, and
¢ from the poifome peflilence. = He fhall cover
¢ thee with his feathers, and under his wings fhalt
¢ thou truft, His truth fhall be thy fhicld and
* buckler, &c.’ 2. Cor. vi. 17. ¢ Wherefore come
* out from among them, and be ye feparate, faith
¢ the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I
¢ will reccive you, and will be a father unto yow,
¢ and ye {hall be my fons and daughters, faith the
* Lord Almighty.” On the other hand, the invita-
tion, or exhortation to return, is ordinarily prefled
from the profit of the change, Ifa.lv. 1. ¢ Ho, e~
¢ very one that thirfteth! come ye to the waters;
¢ and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat}
¢ yea come, buy wine and milk, without money,
¢ and without price.’. And, to name no more paf:
fages, when God came to eftablith the faith of A-
braham in his promife, he fays, Gen. xvii. 1. ‘F am
¢ the almighty,’ or, as it ought to be tranflatcd,
s the all-fufficient God; walk before me, and be
¢ thou perfet.” Now, believers defire to fee the
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glory of God, ss all-fufficient; and all difcoveries
of this mature are attended with unfpeakable com-
placence and fatisfaltion. They fee the glory of an'
infinite God as theirs, and rejoice in the richnefs of
their portion. Wearied with repeated difappoint-
ments, and deeply convinced of the vanity of the
creature, they reft in him, as able to give them
complete bappme{é happinefs that will never
change ! happinefs that will never be exhaufted !
He that hath . chofen God as his portion, hath, as
our Saviour beautifally expreffeth it, made ¢ choice
- ¢ of that good part, which cannot be taken away
- ¢ from him.
My brethren, we are now come to thc very fub-
ftance of praftical religion. The glory of an all-
fufficient God, appears as more than a balance to all
that pretends to rival him in our affetions; to ail
that we are called to give up for his fake. When
the believer fees the fulnefs of God, then his arixi-
ety, and diftrefling fears, of every kind, are at ant
end. Does he want provifion ? ¢ The earth is the
¢ Lord’s, and the fulnefs thereof. The young lions
¢ do lack and fuffer hunger; but they that feek the
¢ Lord, (hall not want any good thing.’ Does he
want friends? God is able to make his enemies to
be at peace with him, Does he waat any outward
comfort? God is able 1o procure it, or make him
happy without.it, No; to mention particulars; the
triumph of faith, in - t ﬂ‘w, is to attain an abfo-
Jute and uncoendij 1 nanon to the will of
God, witha firm 0%1 (\m he is able to make
all things ﬂhtogQQ(Q {0‘;’ our good, and willing
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to beflow every ‘thing that is flor oor feal intcret.
It is to fay with the prophet, Hab. iii. 1p. * Al
¢ though the fig tree fhall not bloflom, neither
¢ fhall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive
¢ fhall fail, and the fields fhall yield no meat; the
¢ flock fhall be cutoff from the fold, and there
¢ {hall be na herd in the ftalls: yet I will rejoice in
¢ the Losd, I will joy in the God of my falvatian.’

I fhall only add, that the divige all-fofficiency is

to be confidered, as regarding our fan&tification ‘as
well as comfort. What diftrefs does not the Chrif-
tian often fuffer from the treachery of his own hearr,
and from the power of furrounding temptations?
Cavered with fhame for his paft unfteadfaftnefs, con-
vinced, by experience, of his own weaknefs, he bath
»o other refuge but inGod. And what courage does
he derive from the fulnefs of divie perfe@ion, the
greatoefs of divine power, and the faithfulnefs of the
divine promife ? *My grace fhall be fofficiens for
« thee, and my firength (hall be made perfeét in weak-
¢ nefs,’ He then fays, with the Plalmift, Pfal.
Ixxi. 16. ¢I will goin the firength of the Lord God -
¢ 1 will make mentioa of thy righteoufucfs, even of
¢ thine enly.’

IL T proceed now, i the laft place, to make fome

pra€tical improvement of what hath been faid. And,

1A, Let us admire the-divine condefcenfion, in ad-
mitting his faints to a difcovery of his glory. Soler
mon fays, with very great, prapeiety, i ‘the lan-
guage of aftonithment: * But-wilt Gad in very doed
¢ diwell with mheo on:tbecarth?’ - Thilemeought te
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be, nay, the fame certainlyare, the fentiments of every
real believer. But let us remember what has been
hinted at above, that our accefs to God, and our
communion with him, is, and only can be, throngh
the Mediator of the new covenant, in whom we
have accefs, by faith, unto God. .

2dly, Let me befeech you to try yourfelves, whe.
ther this ever hath been your attainment, and whe-
ther it is your fincere’defire ? Do you know, in any
meafure, whatit is to fee the glory of the true God ?
Hath he appeared before you in terrible majefty 2
Have your very fouls been made to bow down before
him, and to give him the glory that is juftly due to
his name ? Have you feén the glory of a reconciled
God ? Haveyou chofen him, in Chrift, as your por-
tion? Have you devoted yourfelves, without re-
ferve, to his difpofal ? Again, have youfeen the glo-
ry of an all-fufficient God ? Surely I fpeak to many
who have feen the vanity of the creature. Probably
you have tafted a little of the fufferings of a finful
ftate. Where did you feek your confolation ? where
do you find your fupport? Have you learned the
holy and happy art of pouring out your fouls to God ?
Haveyou fclt the fweetnefs of it 2 And have you faid,
with the Pfalmift, ¢ Return unto thy reft, Omy foult -
¢ for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee ?* Is
it your earneft defire 1o fee the glory of God ? Can
you fay with the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixiii. 1,2. ‘O God 1
¢ thou art my God, early will I feck thee: my foul
¢ thirfteth for thee; my fleth longeth for thee in a
¢ dry and thirfty land where no water is, to fee thy

E
%
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« power and thy glory, fo as I have feen thee in the
¢ fanttuary.’

3dly, 1 will now proceed to exhort you, in the
moft earneft manaer, to diligence in feeking after
real communion with God in his inftituted worthip.
How highly are we favoured with light and liberty 2
how little are many fenfible of their privileges? I
have often, on fuch occafions, put you in mind of
the fatal effe@ts of a heartlefs, cuftomary, formal
worthip: it is provoking to God, pernicious to o-
thers, hardening to the heart, and ruining to the
foul. Were buta fociety of thofc Proteftants abroad,
who are lying under perfecution, to enjoy the feafon
which we now enjoy, what an edge would be upon
their fpirits? what a fenfe of gratitude in their hearts?
what fire and zeal in their affeCtions? Strange, in-
deed, that publick profperity thould be fo ftupify-
ing, and the approach of eternity to every individual
thould not beawakening, while the young and ftrong
are hurried off the ftage, while every day is bring-
ing us nearer to our laft, while every ordinance is
adding to our charge, that we fhould not defire to
fee the glory of God in his fantuary here, that it
may be the earneft of our future inheritance, and
prepare us for his immediate prefence hereafter.

Suffer me to fpeak a few words to thofe that are
young. God is my witnefs, that their welfare is at
my heart. Perhaps you will think, what hath
been {aid hardly applicable to you. The defire of
Mofes, the man of God, intimate communion and
fellowthip with God, the attainment of ripe and ex-
perienced Chriftians, all this you will fay, is unfuit-
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able to me: nay, perhaps, by a baftard humility,”
you will fay, to expett it, would be prefumption in
me. But you are greatly deceived ; there are none
who have more gracious invitations to come unto
God than young finners: there are none who have
greater reafon to expect nearnefs to God than young
faints. Do you not read, that God revealed himfelf
to Samuel, the child, when he neglected Eli, the old
prophet? Befides, [ would recommend earncftnefs
and affetion to you ; not only for your greater pro-
fit, but to prevent your gpoftaly. A little religion
is very hard to hold; it is like a lamp which is hard-
ly lighted, which the leaft breath of wind will ex-
tinguith, or a tree that is but newly planted, which
a rude thruft will overturn. Unlefs you make God,
and his fervice, your hearty choice, you will not car-
ry it long as your burden, but will be foon tempted
to throw it down. Be concerned, therefore, I be-
feech you, to attend on his inftituted worfhip, not
ia a carelefs and formal maanner, but let the *defire
¢ of your fouls be to his name, and the remembrance’
¢ of him.” I fhall now conclude the fubjc&, by of-
fering to thofe, who would fee the glory of God, a
few direftions, as to the beft preparation for fuch a
difcovery. 14, If you would fee the glory of God
im his fanttuary, be ferious in felf examination, and
in the renunciation of all known fin. Holinefs is an
" effential attribute of the divine nature; and, there-
fore, he muft be worfipped in the beaaty of holi-
nefs. Thus the Plalmift réfolved with himfelf, Pfal.
xxvi. 6. ‘I will wath mine hands in indocence, fo
¢ 'will I compafs thine altar, O Lord!’ It is true,
. E 2
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none, who have any knowledge of the corruption of
their own hearts, can teafonably hope to be perfect-
ly free from fin in the prefent life: yet a real Chrif-
tian will have it, as the object of his daily ftady, to
¢ cleanfe himfelf from all filthinefs of the flefh and
¢ {pirit, that he may perfe® holinefs in the fear
*of God.” It was fin that firlt rendered us unfit
for communion with God ; and, therefore, our re-
covery of this happy privilege will be but in propos-
tion to our fanQification. To bring finful difpofi-
tions, indulged, and ftill fuffered in the heart, to the
worfhip of God, and to expeét acceptance in fuch a
flate, is implied blafphemy, and the greateft ditho-
nour we can poffibly do to him.

2. In order to fee the glory of God, you muft be

cloathed with humility. No difpofition more effzn-

tially neceffary to a Chriftian at all times, but more
efpecially, when he makes an immediate approach to
God in his worthip: Ifa, Ixvi. 2. ¢For all thofe
¢ things bath mine hand made; and all thofe things
¢ have been, faith the Lord: but to this man will [
¢.look, even to him that is poor, and of a contrite
¢ {pirit, and trembleth at my word.” And, indeed,
bow can we confider the nature of that God whom
we worthip, and our own finful and miferable eftate,
without being ftruck with a fenfe of the neceffity of
deep bumility and felf-abafement in our intercourfe
with him ? Itis particularly to be noticed, that felf-
abafement, and even felf-abhorrence, is the immedi-
diate effeét of a fenfe of the divine prefence. See to
this purpofe, 1fa. vi. 1,—5. *In the year that King
*,Uzziah died,. I faw allo the Lard fitting upon .a
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< throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the
<. temple: above it ftood the feraphims: each one
" -* had fix wings: with twain he covered his face, and
¢ with twain he covered his feet, and with. twain he
“did fly. And one cried unto another, and faid,
¢ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hofts, the whole
¢ earth is full of his glory! And the pofts of the
¢ door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the
¢ houfe was filled with fmoke. Then faid I, Wo is -
¢ me; for I am undone, becaufe [ am a man of un-
¢ clean lips, and I dwell in the midft of a people of un-~
¢ clean lips; for mine eyes have feen the King, the
¢ Lord of hofts!’ Seealfo Job xlii. 5, 6. ¢I have
¢ heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now
¢ mine eye fecth thee: wherefore I abhor myfelf, and
¢ repent in duft and afhes.” Let us endeavour, theres
fore, to be truly and inwardly humble. Let us re-
member the grace of redemption, what guilty cri-
minals we were, before unmerited merey and fove-
reign love found out a way for our recovery, Hap-
Py they, where humility arifes from a real exercife
of foul! How difficult, how rare a thing, is true hu-
mility ? How ealy is it to ufe modeft and fubmiffive -
expreflions, compared to attaising a truly humble and
mortified ftate of mind? May almighty God, by his
power, make ns humple; and do thou, O bleffed
Jefus! ¢ caft down every high thought, and lofty i-
¢ magination, that ¢ tem.'\d‘e\f againf} thee.

3. In the laft Plag £ you defire to goe th Q;“!c
of God, be ferveny A . Pal'3‘°'7 Prayes * it :qi‘e&_
is any bleffing ‘ha¢ lh pr 25 dmportany "0‘.{;‘ Jensd

ling with God,lpr_ b ljirt,',g,h and hy \‘i‘1 e

},t”ﬁ/l’ :
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" communion with bim jn his houfe muft be of that
kiod. And, I think, we are warranted to fay, that,
in the divine government, there are fome bleflings

" that require more importunity than others. See a
remarkable paffage, Mark ix. 28, 29. ¢ And when
¢ he was come into the houfe, his difciples afked him
¢ privately, why could not we caft him out ? and he
¢ faid unto them, this kind can come forth by no-
¢ thing, but by prayer and fafting.’ If fome devils
were fo obftinate in their poffeffion, that the fame
degree of faith and fervour, which prevailed over o-
thers, could not caft them out, muft not the fame
thing hold, from analogy, with refpe@ to other
mercies 2 And how juftly are indifferent, luke:warm
worfhippersdenied that blefling which they fo lightly
efteem? Let me therefore, earneftly, befecch every
ferious perfon not to reftrain prayer before God, but
1o repeat, and urge the plea, that he would be gra-
cioufly prefent with us; that he would pour down
his Spirit from on high, and make us to kpow, to
our happy experience, “that a day in his courts is
¢ better than a thoufand ; and that it is better to be
¢ door-keepers in the houfe of God, than to dwell in
¢ the tents of wickednefs.’




SERMON I
The glory of Chrift.in his humiliation.

Isax1an Ixiii. 1. fecond claufe.

This that is glorious in hirapparel, travelling
in the greatnefs of his firength?

Y brethren, all the works of God are great and

marvelloas, worthy of the attention and ad-
miration of his rational creatures. ' The contempla-
tion of what is now revealed of him, is the nobleft
employment of which we are capable in this world:
and the more clear and enlarged contemplation of
him fhall be our employment and happinefs in the
world above. Bat of all the works of God, there is
none in which his perfe&tions are {o fignally difplay-
ed, as in the redemption of an ele&t world through
Jefus Chrift.  All other views of his glory are faint
and fading in comparifon of this, However much
we are called toadore the power and wifdom of Crea-
tion, or the goodnefs and bounty of Providence, our
praifes are cxtremely defeive, if we omit that
pew fong which he hath put into our mouths,
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even praile to our God for his unfpeakable gift.
Redeeming love, my brethren, is the immediate
object of our attention in the holy ordinance of the
Lord’s fupper. Here is a fymbolical reprefentation’
of it, that faith may be ftrengthened by the aid of
fenfe. T hope, therefore, it will not be improper,
by way of preparatibn for it, to take a view of the
glory of our Redeemer’s charadter, whofe fufferings
We are now to commemorate. As falvation is an a-
greeable found, fo the name of a Saviour is a de-
lightful name to every belicver. I may therefore
fafely preflume upon the attention of all fuch at’
leaft, while 1 endeavour to fet him before you,
as he is reprefented in the ftrong and forcible
language of the text, Who is this that cometh
from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah?
this that is gloricus in his apparel, travelling in the
greatnej} of his firength? Such a theme will be the
_moft proper introduction to the work of this day ;
that, as we are to commemorate Chrift’s fufferings
as an extraordinary event, he is here fpoken of, and
his appearance inquired into, in words of aftonifh-
ment and admiration:” Who is this that cometh from
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah! this that
is glorious in bis apparel, travelling in the greatnefs
of his firength! 1 (hall not fpend time in affigning
‘the reafons why interpreters generally apply thefe
words to Chrift, but only obferve, that, on this fup-
‘pofition, they contain a mixed reprefentation of glory
and fuffering, of ftrength and abafqment, which is
the very fubftance and meaning of a Saviour on the

<rofs.
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. Agreeably to this, the fingle point I have in
view, in the prefent difcourfe, is, through divine af~
fiftance, to point out to you, in what refpefts the
glory of our Redeemer was apparent even in his fuf-
ferings, and thone through even the dark cloud that
covered him in his humiliation, or in the language
of the text, how he might be faid, 20 travel in the
greatnefs of his frength: and then I fhall make fome
practical improvement of what may be faid.

1. I am to poiat out to you, in what refpe&s the
glory of our Redeemer was apparent even in his fuf-
ferings, and fhone through even the dark clond that
covered him in his humiliation. As the love of God
to man, in providing redemption for him, was incon-
ceiveable, fo the mean which he employed, in ac-
complifhing this great work, was equally aftonifh-
ing. That his etérnal and well-beloved Son fhould
veil his divine glory, clothe himfelf with human
fleth, fubject himfelf to a life of pain and fuffering,
and at laft make his foul an offering for fin upon a
crofs. This, as it was not after the manner of men,
nor bore upon it any of the marks of human wifdom,
as it was defigned, and doth tend, to abafe the pride
of man, and exalt the grace of God; fo it is with
difficulty that man can be brought to an approba-’
tion of it. ¢ The crofs of Chrift was to the Jews a
¢ ftumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolithnefs.’ It
is therefore proper, that whea we are to commemo-
rate the incarpation and death of our.Redeemer, we
fhould attend to thefe evidences of his divine glory
that ftill appeared cven in bis loweft abafement. By
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this means, while we grieve for the fufferings that
fin brought upon him, we may ftill triumph in his
power; for he is glorious even in his red apparel,
and travels in the greatnefs of his ftrength.

I muft here obferve, that I do not mainly intend,
in difcourfing on this fubject, to eftablith the truth
of our Saviour’s divine miffion, againft thofe who
deny it on the above or any other account: this
would be tco cold and abftracted an argument for
our prefent purpofe. What I propofe, is chiefly, and
direétly, defigned for heightening the devotion, for
quickening the love, and increafing the faith and
comfort of believers. Howerver, at the fame time,
confidering the humiliation of Chrift, in the light
of an objection againft his divine commiffion, from
the {uggeftions of human wifdom, what (hall be faid
may alfo be confidered as an anfwer to this objeti-
on, and ferving to remove the offence of the crofs.

1f. Upon this fubject, therefore, obferve, firft,
the glory of our Redeemer, in his fufferings, appears
from his ready and chearful undertaking of the work
of our redemption. There can be little honour to
any man in fubmitting to what he cannot avoid, or’
doing what he dare not refufe; but the humiliation
of Chrift was perfeétly voluntary, as no conftraint
‘could be put upon him. Therefore his original dig-
nity and greatnefs, is not only, if I may fpeak fo,
preferved unhurt, but improved and heightened by
the grace of infinite condefcenfion. This circum-
ftance of Chrift’s readinefs to undertake the work
of our redemption, is often taken notice of in fcrip-
ture. Pfal. xl. 6, 7, 8. ¢ Sacrifice and offering thow
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* didft not defire, mine ears haft thou opened ; burnt-
¢ offering and fin-offering haft thou not required.
¢ Then faid I, Lo I come; in the volume of thy book
* it is written of me= I delight to do thy will, O my
* God!—' It is certain, that redemption could not
be the wark of a creature; and it is alfo probable, ‘
that no created being would have been willing to
effay it. Nay, it is thought by many to be the im-
port of the remarkable paffage juft now cited, which
is applied by the apoftle Paul to our Saviour, that
in the counfels of heaven it was attually propofed
- to thofe glorious fpirits that furround the throne of
God, and their ftrength and inclination both were
found infufficient. Neither is there any thing impro-
bable in the fuppofition, that God might difcover
to them his purpofe of mercy, upon a proper media-
tor interpofing, and that none was found willing to
fubject himfelf to divine wrath, incurred by rebel-
lious man. Iffo, then it is not only in one fenfe, but
in all fenfes true, what Chrilt is repre‘ented as fay-
ing in the 5th verfe of the chapter where my text
. Lies, ¢ And I looked, and there was none to help;
« and I wondered that there was none to uphold,
¢ therefore mine own arm brought falvation unto
¢ me, and my fury it upheld me. This interpreta-
" tion may be confirmed by fomething fimilar to it,
recorded, 4ohn, vi. 5, 6. ¢ When Jefus then lift up’
¢ his eyes, and faw a great company come unto him,
¢ he faith unto Philip, Whence fhall we buy bread
¢ that thefe may eat? And this he faid to prove him:
¢ for he himfelf knew what he would db.’ There is
another paffage which gives us nearly the fame idea,
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viz. of Chrilt’s being only capable of taking the
charge of the redeemed and their interefts in provis
dence, Rev, v.2,3, 4, 5. And I faw a ftrong-angel
¢ proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to
¢ open the book, and to loofe the feals thereof ? And
¢ o man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the
¢ earth, was able to open the book, neither to look
¢ thereon, And I wept much becaufe no man was
¢ found werthy to open, and to read the book, nei:
+ ther to look thereon. And one of the elders faith
¢ unto me, Weep not; behold the Lion of the tribe
¢ of Juda, the root of David, hath prevailed to o-
¢ pen the book, and to loofe the feven feals thereof.’
How glorious then was the compaffion of our Re-
deemer, who {0 willingly and chearfully fubjected
himfelf to that abafement and fuffering, to which
. none could conftrain him 2 Thus he fays to him/elf,
John, x. 17, 18. ¢ Therefore doth my Father love
¢ me, becaufe  lay down my life, that I might take
¢ it again. "Np man taketh it from me, but I lay it
« down of myielf: 1 have power to lay it down, and
¢ I have power to take it again. This commandment
¢ have I received of my Father.’ He is not reprefents
¢ed as meerly confenting, becaufe none elfe could or -
would perform the work, and fo baving it as it were
devalved upon him by neceffity; not as yielding with
relutance, and overcome by great earneftnefs and
importunity, but faying with readinefs and chear-
fulnefs, ¢ Lo, I come; in the volume of the book,
¢ it_is written of me. I delight to do thy will, O my
¢ God ; yea thy law is within my heart.
There is one circumitance which deferves parti-
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cular notice, when we are confidering the dignity
of our Redeemer’s undertaking; that he did well
and thoroughly underftand the difficulty of it, and
- the weight of that wrath which he fubmitted to en-
dare. Itisnot fuch an evidence of greatnefs of mind,
when a perfon involves himfelf in difficulties, and ex-
pofes himfelf to dangers, if he only runs an uncer.
. tainrifk of meeting with them, or has but a confufed
and indiftinét apprehenfion of their nature; but i¢
difcovers a peculiar fortitude of fpirit to have a clear
view of fufferings, and yet compofedly and fteadily
to fobmit to them for a good end. So true is this .
maxim, that it feems to be the only thing that ren-
ders humaa life fupportable, that all future fuffer-
ings are uncertain even in the event, and, at-any
rate, in their nature but imperfectly known. Now,
how does it ferve to illuftrate the glory of our Re-
deemer’s undertaking, that he had a clear and per-
fet foreknowledge of ev'cry event that was to befal
him? He knew the number and malice of the ene-
mies he had to encounter; and the bitternefs of that
cup, the dregs of which he was to drink off: Yet
fteady to his purpole, and confcious of his own pow-
er, he went out to the combat as one aflured of vice
tory. As he began, fo he carried on his work, with
the fame undaunted refolutiop; witnefs what he
fays, Luke xii. 50. ¢ But I have a baptifin to be bap-
¢ tized with, and how am I f{traitened till it be ac-
¢ complithed " All this, my brethren, is further con-
firmed, by fome paffoges which are recorded to-
ward the clofe of his life, when he drew near to the -
concluding fcene of his fi %ﬁ‘crings. Matth. zvi. 21,
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¢ From that time forth begin Jefus to fhew unto his
¢ difciples, how that he muft go unto Jerufalem, and
¢ fuffer many things. of the elders, and chief priefts;
¢ and Scribes, and be killed, and be raifed again the
¢ third day. — xx. 17, 18, 19. And Jefus gaing
¢ up to Jerufalem, took the twelve difciples apart in
¢ the way, and faid unto them, Behold we go up to
¢ Jerufalem, and the Son.of man fhall be betrayed -
¢ unto the chief priefts, and unto the feribes, and
* they fhall condemn him to death. And fhall deli-
¢ ver him to the Gentiles, to mock and to feourge,
¢ and to crucify him: and the third day he fhall rife
¢ again. Luke ix. 51. And it came to pafs, when the
¢ time was come that he thould be received up, he
¢ ftedfaftly fet his face to go to Jerufalem.’ To thefe
1 fhall only add, John xviii. 11 ¢ Then faid Jefus
¢ unto Peter, Put up thy fword into the fheath: the
¢ cup which my Father hath given me, fhall I not
¢ drink it?* Thus did there appear a glory even in
his humiliation, a2 majefty even in his foffering; and
thus did he come forth and travel in the greatnefs
of his ftrength. ‘

In the 2d place, the glory of our Redeemer, in his
humiliation, appears from the greatnefs of thofe fuf-
ferings which he endured. ‘Though, to the eye of
fenfe, a ftate of fuffering is apt to appear contemp- -
tible; to thofe who juftly view the fufferings of
Chrift, there will be found far greater evidences of -
his power. A weak perfon is crufhed by a fmall
weight; but he who is able to endure uncommon
fufferings, fhows himfelf to be poffeffed of uncom-
mon ftrength, Now, our blefled Lord and Saviour
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did, in his life, in this World, endure the greateft
and moft dreadful fufferings. His whole life was one -
contipoed track of the heavieft fufferings of which
humen nature is capable. Ifa, liii. 3. ¢ He is de:
¢ fpifed and rejeted of men, a man of forrows, and
¢ acquainted with grief: and we hid; as it were, our
¢ faces from him; he was defpifed, and we efteemed
¢ him not !’ This, my brethren, is a'%known fubjeét,
yet it is the fobje& which we ought, by faith, to
dwell upon this day; and, indeed, the benefit and
comfort of believers does not depend on things new
and engaging to the fancy, but on the Spirit of God
fetting home known truths with force and efficacy
on the heart. Let me therefore beg your attention
%o two or three obvious remarks oa the fufferings of
Chrift: 1. His affliions began early, with his firft
entrance into the world. No fooner did the man
Chrift Jefus fee the light of this world, but prefently
did affiction falute him. Immediately after his con-
temptible birth, did Herod, that bloody tyrant, feck
0 deftroy him; fo that we may allude to that ex.
- preflion, Rev. xii. 4. ‘ —And the dragon f{lpod be-
¢ fore the woman which was ready to be delivered,
¢ to devour her child as foon as it was born.’

2. His afflitions were conftant and perpetual,
without interruption. It is/recorded, not only by
Chriftians, but even by heathens, who had heard of
his life, that he was never obferved to laugh, but fre-
quently feen weeping ; fo that he well accomplithed
that prophefy, ¢ A man of forrows, and acquainted
¢ with grief’ It is probable, from fevéral paffages
in the prophetical writi?‘gs..xhat he was of a vepy

2
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tender and feafible frame; and therefore his afflic-
tions had a great and powerful effe® upon him.
They fo deeply touched him, that his body was
wafted, and his ftrength melted and decayed, which
is the ufual effet of lafting and continued forrow.
Ifa. lii. 14. ‘ As many were aftonied at thee; his
¢ vifage was {o marred more than any man, and his
¢ form more than the fons of men. Pfal. xxii. 14,
¢ 15. I am poured out like water, and all my bones
¢ are out of joint: my heart is like wax, it is melt-
¢ ed in the midft of my bowels: my ftrength is

¢ dried vp like a pottherd; and my tongoe cleaveth

¢ to my jaws: and thou haft brought me into the
¢ duft of death.” So that we may alfo apply to him
what Job fays of himfelf, Job xvi. 8. ¢ And thou
¢ haft filled me with wrinkles, which is a witnefs a-
¢ gainft me: and my leannefs rifing up in me, bear-
¢ eth witnefs to my face.

3. His aflictions were of the fevereft kind. This
1 might thow you, at large, from the hiftory, by
particularizing them all: I only mention- four, po-
werty, reproach, temptation, and {fympathy with o-
thers. He was {o poor, as to depend upon the cha-
rity of others for his fubfiftence; and could fay,
Luke ix, §8. ¢ Foxes have holes, and birds of the
¢ air have nefls, but the Son of man hath not where
¢ to lay his head.’—Reproach was thrown upon him
without meafure, aad of the worft kind. He was
called a glutton and a wine-bibber, a deceiver, a
blafphemer, a Samaritan, and one that had a devil.
Now, my brethren, all that know any thing of hu-
man nature, know that reproach and contempt arc

‘
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perhaps the hardeft to bear of any fufferings towhich
we are expofed; and the authors of thefe calumnies
were fuch whofe circumftances rendered . them moft
fharp and fevere; for they were the Scribes and
Pharifees, or the minifters of thofe times, who ferv-
:ed in the temple, as the whole hiftory fhows, and
his own patural relations, as appears from Mark iii,
21. Johnvii. 3, 4, §.—Another remarkable afflic-
- tion.our Lord endured, was temptation, and that of
the groffeft kind, as is plain from Matth. iv. 3,—11.
‘We are told, * he was in all points tempted like as
¢ we are, yet without fin” What was the precife na-
ture and influence of fuch temptations on him, we
cannot know; only it deferves notice on this parti-
cular, that whereas fome of the other afflitions he -
endured, were fuch as his perfe&t purity could not
but reader more tolerable than otherwife they would
have been, this on the other hand, was fuch, that by
how much the more pure and holy he was, fo much
the more diftrefs would he fecl on being affaulted
with the vile temptations of the devil, and baving
his borrid and abominable fugge(tions prefented to
she fancy.—1 only further mention his fufferings,
from fympathy with others. The moft excellent
_and worthy of the human kind are fuch as have the .
tendereft fecling of the fufferings of others. Now,
fince he was a perfeét man, fince tendernefs feems to
‘have been his ruling charaCter, and his errand into
the world a meffage of love flowing frem infinite
compaffion as its caufe, we muft fuppofe him li-
- able to the fevereft fufferings of this kind, I know
the hard-hearted, felﬁﬁleoglé. will find it difficule
3



66 The glory of Chrift Ser. 3.
‘to conceive this as a fource of fevere fuffering, efpe-

cially fach as have no regard to any thing beyond
this world. Bat this is not the cafe with all; for
1 am certain there are fome whofe fharpeft pangs
have been occafioned by the fufferings of others, e~
fpecially when of a fpiritual kind. To form fome
conception of this, let us imagine, what muft be the
anguith of 2 pious and affeftionate parent, on the
death of a wicked child, who apparently trode in
the path of the deftroyer, and of whom he hath the
greateft reafon to fear, that he no fooner clofed his
eyes on the light of this world, than he lifted them
up in the torments of hell. Now, as compaffion
was ftronger in none than in the man Chrift Jefus,
fo none could have fo clear a view of the mifery of
thofe who were the objeéts of it; and therefore; no
doubt, this was a fource of the deepeft aflition te
his foul. :

4. In the laft place, the affliGtions of our, Lord not
only contianed, but increafed, through bhis life, tilk
they, at laft, iffued in an extrordinary confli®t with
the powers of darknefs, and an immediate fubjetion
tothe wrath of a finavenging God. Let it beobferved,
that though I here mention particularly his eaduring
the wrath of God, as the laft and finithing part of
his fufferings, I do not mean to confine his fuffer-
ings from the hand of God to this feafon. Without
all queftion, every part of his humiliation was fatif-
fatory to the divine juftice, and contributed to ap-
peafe the wrath of God. This cup was put to his
mouth {o foon as he affamed our nature; he conti-
nued to drink of it daily, and was therefore jultly
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ftiled a man of forrows; but, in the clofe of life, he
-came to drink off the very bittereft dregs of it. The
waves of divine wrath went over him; and he wad~
_ d ftill deeper and deeper in this troubled ocean, til}
he was well nigh overwhelmed. That Chrift fuffer-
ed under the wrath of Ged in an eminent degree, is
manifeft both from the prophecies of the Old Tefta-
ment, and the relation given of the event in the New,
Ifa, liii. 5,——10. ‘But he was wounded for our
¢ tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our iniquities:
¢ the chaftifement of our peace was upon him, and
¢ with his ftripes we are healed. All we, like thecp,
¢ have gone aftray ; we have turned every one to
¢ his own way, and the Lord bath laid on him the
¢ iniquity of us all. He was oppreflcd, and he wae
¢ affliGted, yethe opened not his mouth : heisbroughe
¢ as a Jamb to the flaughter, and as a fheep before
* her thearers is dumb, {o he openeth not his mouth.
¢ He was taken from prifoa and from judgment: and
¢ who fhall declare his generation ? for he was cut
¢ off out of the land of theliving: for the tranfgref-
¢ fion of my people was he firicken. And he made
¢ his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his
¢ death, becaufe he had done no violence, neither
* was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleafed the
¢ Lord to bruife him: he hath put him to griefz
¢ whea thou fhalt make his foul an offering for fin,
¢ lie fhall fee his feed, he fhall prolong his days, and
¢ the pleafure of the Lord fhall profper in his hand.’
See the relation of his fufferings in the garden, Matth.

xxvi. 38,39. ¢ Then fajth he unto them, my foulis *

¢ exceeding forrowful, even unto death: tarry yo
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¢ here, and watch with me. And he went a little
¢ farther, and fell on his face, and pr'aypd,’ faying,
¢ O, my Father ¢ if it be poflible; let this cup pafs
¢ from me ! neverthelefs; not as I will, but as thon
¢ wilt! Mark xiv. 33, 34, 35, 36. And he taketh
¢ with him Peter, ahd Jamnes, and John, and began
¢ to be fore amazed; and to be very heavy, and faith
¢ unto them; my foul is exceeding forrowful uato
¢ death ! tarry ye here, and watch: and he weant for-
¢ ward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed,
¢ that if it were poffible the hour might pafs from
¢ him! And he faid, Abba, Father, all things are
“ poffible unto thee : take away this cup from me!
s neverthelefs, not what 1 will, but what thou wilt }
+ Luke xxii. 43, 44. And there appeared an angel
¢ unto him from heaven, ftrengthening him; and,
¢ being in an agony, he prayed more earncftly! and
¢ his fweat was, as it were, great drops of blood fa[-
¢ ling down to the ground !’

That the fame deep diltrefs of foul continued up-
on the crofs, is plain from this lamentable exclama-
tion, Matth. xxvii. 46. ¢ And, about the ninth hour,

- # Jefus cried with a loud voice, faying, EN, Eli, la-
¢ mafabachthani ! that is to fay, my God, my God,
* why haft thou forfaken me!’ In what manner,
precifely, Chrift fuffered the wrath of God on this
occafion, it would be too bold for us to detetmine;
whether it was only God’s withdrawing from his hu-
man foul the comforts of his fenfible prefence—his *
being affanlted and diftrefled with the infernal fuge

. geftions of the devil—his having a lively piture
prefented to his imagination of the miferies of nmaqg-
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kind here, and hereafter, on account of fin, and fuf-
fering with them by compaflion and fympathy—
- or, finally, God’s pofitively infliting upon him, for
- a feafon, the fame punifhment in kind, at leaft, if
pot in degree, that (hould have befallen thofe for
whom he fuffered, and which the impenitent Ttill
fhall for ever endure. This laft is by fome fuppo-
fed impoffible and contradiGtory, as much of their
mifery arifes from an evil confcience, from which he
wasabfolutely free; and from defpair of mercy, which
none will affirm that even God’s defertion of him at
that awful feafon'did imply. It is probable, there
was a mixture of all thefe particulars in his mingled
cup. And, as to the laft, I {hall only fay, that the
pain and anguifh, that follows any reflection of a ra-
tional foal, is only connefted with it by the determi.-
nation of God, the Creator of our fpirits: therefore
it was certainly in the power of the Almighty to in-
flit a fenfe of pain in any kind, or in any degree, on
the holy created foul of the man, Chrift Jefus. And
1 fee no other contrariety to the divige perfetions,
in infli®ting that very anguith on the holy and inno-
cent Saviour, than in fubftituting him in our room
at all, and bruifing him for our iniquities, One
thing is certain, that, in his life, and at his death, he
fuffered what was a full reparation of the difhonour
done to God; a fufficient vindication of the purity
of his nature, and the authority of his.broken law,
and what purchafed pardon and peace, fanétification,
and eternal glory, to a whole world of ele¢t finners.
And now, my brethren, from this view, did not our
Redeemer travel in the greatoefs of his {trength?
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Was it a fmall ftrength that could go through all
this track of {uffering, without finkiog in the way 2
Yet this did he with unfhaken conftancy; and, as
his giving up his life was the laft part of it, fo he
expired not, before he could fay, 1T 18 FINISHED !
Well, then, might the anfwer be given to the quef-
tion in my text, #ho is this shat cometh from Edomn,
with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glo-
rious in his apparel, travelling in the greatnefs of bis
Srength? in the words that follow, ¢I that fpeak
¢ in righteoufuefs, mighty to fave. ]
We proceed to obferve in the 3d place, that the’
glory of our Redeemer in his fufferings, appears from
the purity of his carriage, and the perfetion of his
patience under them. The former confideration
fhows his natural ftrength, (fo to fpeak) and this
his moral excellence. Afliction is the touchfone of
virtue, tries its fincerity, and illuftrates its beauty.
Therefore we are told, Heb. ii. 10. ¢ That it became
¢ him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
¢all things, in bringing many fons unto glory, to
¢ make the captain of their falvation perfeét throsgh
¢ fufferings.’ Nothing could give a greater value to
the facrifice he offered up, than the meeknefs and
patience with which he refigned that life which was
not forfeited, but voluntarily furrendered. 1Ifa. liii.
7. * He was opprefled, and he was aflliCed, yet he
¢ opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to
¢ the flaughter, and as a fheep before her fhearers is
¢ dumb, fo he opened not his mouth.” It is worth
while to refle®, on that continued apd invincible
patience with which he went -through the feveral
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feps of his fufferings: that reproach and calumny,
that contempt and abufe, which he met with from
thofe in whofe intereft he was fo deeply engaged,
did not excite his indignation, but his compaffion.
Luke xix, 41, ¢ And when he was come near, he
¢ beheld the city, and wept over it, faying, If thou
¢ hadft known, even thou, at leaft in this thy day,
¢ the things which belong unto-thy peace' but now
¢ they are hid from thine eyes.” When his ignorant
difciples would have defended him from the af-
faults of his enemies, he fays, John xviil, 11, —
. ¢ The cup which my Father hath given me, fhall I
s not drink it? When he entered upon the Jaft and
heavieft part of his fufferings, and began to feel their
anguith, he fays, John xii, 27. ¢ Now is my- foul ;
¢ troubled, and what fhall I fay? Father, fave me
¢ from this hour ! but for this canfe came I unto this
¢ hout.” And in that dreadful feafon, when in the
midft of his hardeft conflict, this is the form of his
prayer, Matth, xxvi. 39. ¢ O my Father! if it be’
¢ poffible, let this cop pafs from me : neverthelefs, not
¢ ag I will, bot as thou wilt.’ And a little after, verfe
42. ¢ O my Father! if this cup may not pafs away
¢ from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. Was
ot this divine glory fhining through the dark cloud
that encompaffed him? Was not this the patience
of a God? And, in fpite of the thame of the crofs,
on which he hung, did it not conftrain the Centu-
rion that attended his crucifixion, to fay, ¢ Certain-
srly this was a righteous mau' Truly this man was
¢ the Son of God !’

In the laft place, The glory of a fuffering Savi-
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our appears from the end he had in'view in his fuf-
ferings, and which he fo effetually obtained. This
was none other than the glory of the great God, and
the everlafting falvation of elet finners. It was to
do the will of his heavenly Father that he came in-
to the world, and in doing this he delighted. To-
wards the clofe of his life he thus addrefles his Fa-
ther, John xvii. 4. ¢ I have glorified thee on the
¢ earth ; I have finithed the work which thou gaveft
¢ me to do.” He not only exhibited a fair and bright
image of the divine glory in his perfonal character,
while he dwelt among us, full of grace and truth,
but in his work, as Mediator, illuftrated all the per-
fections of God; and in particular, glorified his juf-
tice and magnified his mercy. If therefore a worthy
end beautifics and ennobles any difficult undertak-
ing, this excelleat purpofe muft give dlgmty toa
crucified Saviour,

But ought we not to add, the end fo clofely con-
nefted with this, the falvation of perithing finners,
Ts not this a defign, of the beauty of which we ought
to be particularly fenfible? Had not our compaffio-
nate Redeemer flept in between us and the ftroke
of divine juftice, we had for ever lain under the
wrath of the Almighty. And, Oh, how unable had
we been to bear that vengeance which was fo hea-
vy to him ! How glorious does he appear to the con-
vinced finner in his red apparel! and what reafon
has he to fay, ¢ Worthy is the Lamb that was flain,
¢ to receive power, and riches, and wifdom, and
¢ frength, and honour, and glory, and bleffing I’

I thall now conclude this head, with obfcmng,

il
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that I have all aloag confidered Chrift as Gad and
man, in one perfon, our Mediator. I am fenfible,
however, he could only fuffer in his homan adture,
and indeed became map that he might be capable of
fuffering. But it was the inconceivable union of the
the buman nature with the divine, from which he
derived his glory, which gave him ftrength for fuf-
£ering, ang made his fufferings of value fufficient for
the porchafe of our redemptioa.
- 1 come, now, in the laft place, to make fome pracs
tical improvement of what hath been faid. And,
1/, We are, here, called to admire and adote
the unfearchable wifdom, and unfpeakable love of
God. There is a boundlefs depth in all the works
and ways of God, and particulaily here. Upon a
flight view, we may be apt to take offence at the
crofs; to hide our faces from him ; 3 to be difgufted
at an incarnate God, the Lard of glory, defpifed and
“trampled on by a proud Ph.mfcc the Greator of the
ends of the carth ftanding at the judgment-feat of a
weak mortal ; and the Author of life gjving up the
ghoft. But, upon a nearer m{'pe&xon, .muft we not
admire the harmony of the divine attributes, in our
redemption, upon this plan ? that thefe perfetions,
avhich feem to limit each other in their exercife,
fhould b, in COﬂjﬂﬂ&lOﬂ, more illultrioufly difplay-
ed: that God’s infinite holinefs, and abhorrence of
{in, nay, his impartial juftice, fhould be more dif:
played in the pardon than the condemnation of the
finner : that fQ fignal a defeat fhould be given to the _
euemy of fouls,even when he feemed exulting in the
duccefs of his defigns: that our Lord by death,
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fhould deftroy him that had the power of death, that
is the devil ; and, by being lifted. up from theearth,
as unworthy of a place on it, he thould draw all men
unto him, joining thus the extremities of glory and
bafenefs, power and humiliation, and travelling in
the greatnefs of his ftrength. This, without doubt,
thall afford fubjeét for the adoring inquiry of glori-
fied faints to eternal ages; and we-ought to begin
it here, faying with the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixxii. 1. <His
* name fhall endure for ever: his name thall be con-
¢ tinued as long as the fun : and men fhall be blefled

*in him: all nations fhall call him bleffed !

2dly, Suffer me to improve the fubje@, by thew-
§ng the guilt and danger of all who are not recon-
ciled to God, efpecially thofé, who, by continuing
in unbelief and impenitence, fhall die in that condi-
tion. There is nothing we can more juftly infer
. from what hath been faid, than the holinefs of God,
. and his deteftation of fin. Such is the hardnefs of

heart of many. finners, and fuch their partiality to
themfelves, that it is a matter of the utmoft difficul-
ty'to convince them either of their guilt or danger,
But, if you have any belief in the truths of the go-
fpel, if you believe the certainty of that tranfaltion
which we are this day to-commemorate, with what
fear and tremblmg ought you to refleét upon the
joftice of God? If he punithed fin fo feverely-in
the perfon of his own Son, how fhall he pusith it in
the perfons of the finally impenitent ? If a temporary
fuffering of the wrath of God was fo terrible to him,
who travelled through it in the greatnefs of his
firength, what fhall it be to thofe who fhall Iy un-
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der it, to eternity,” without the leaft ray of hope os
confolation ? what thall it be to thofe who fhall have
nothing to fupport thiem ‘in- their unchangeable a-
bode, but an accufing confctence, and defpair of
mercy?

I ‘cannot help obfcrvmg, hear it, O finners, and
tremble ! thata defpifed gofpel (hall be an aggra-
wation of the guilt, and an addition to the mifery,
of all to whom it was dffered, Heb. i, 2. * For, if
¢ the word fpoken by angels was ftedfaft, and every
# ‘tranfgreffion and difobedicace received a juft rep
¢ compence of reward, how (hall we efcape if we ner
¢ gleét Jo great falvation ?—#eb. x. 28, 29. He that,
¢ defpifed Mofes’ law died, without mercy, under twg
‘ot thrée witneffes: of how much forer pupifhment,
¢ foppofe ye, fhall he be thought worthy, who hath
# troden ‘under foot the Son of God, and hath count-
¢ d the blood of the.covenant, wherewith he was
* fan&ified, dn unholy thiag, and hath done defpite -
* unto the Spirit of grace?’ The feverity of the pu-
rithient of finners rejelking the gofpel thall bear a
juft proportion to the love and mercy of God mani-
felted in that difpenfation. ' If thefe are juftly cal
led unfpeakably great, the other muft be inconceive-
ably dreadful. Every drop of that blood, which
‘was Ipilt in behalf of fingers; .fhall be 4 il to the
Hlames, that confume the impenitent, and make them
burn, with greater fiercenefs, to all the ages of eter-
nity. Remember, I befeech you, that our Saviour
fhall contimue in the charaler of adminiftrator of
the covenant of grace, till the firal doomx of finners
be ordaibed. The Eﬁge_ perfon, whole foul wag

2
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made an offering for fin, and who groaned on Cal:
vary, fhall, one day, conie in his owa and in his Fa;
ther’s glory, attended with his angels, as the mini-
fters of his juftice; then ¢every eye fhall fee him, and
¢ thofe alfo that pierced him, and all kindreds of the
¢ earth fhall wail becaufe of him.” Thén how fhall
His enemies fland before him, whén thofe who came
to apprehend bim fell to the gronnd, at his word, e-
ven in his humiliation ? Thofe who obftinately re.
¥ufe to be the trophies of his grace fhall then be the
monuments of his vengeance. It is very remark-
uble, that as the nation of the Jews were a people
tncommeonly favoured of God, particulirly by the
‘enjoyment of the perfonal miniftry of Chrift, and
frearing the gracious words that proceeded out of
his mouth; fo, when they had filled up the mea-
fure of their iniquities, by rejecting him, the judg-
mént that fell upon them was the moft fignal, and
terrible, and lafting, that ever was infliCted oh any
people. In this they were an example of the fate of
a whole world of finhers; and, indeed, the deftruc-
tion of Jerufalem is deferibed in fuch terms as do na-
turally fuggeft to us the final judgment of the
world, and teach us what to expe, ¢ when the Lord
¢ Jefus thall be revealed from heaven, in flaming fire,
¢ taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
# that obey not the gofpel of ourLord Jefus Chrift.’
* ¢ He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.' Now
the Saviour is in the pofture of an humble fupplicant,
ftanding at the door of many hard hearts, and knock-
ing, and afking admiffion. . Now does he earneftly
befeech you, by his mergies, to be reconclied to God;

L
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but then fhall he put on the frowns and terrors of
a judge; and how fhall they be able to lift up their
cyes towards him, who now trample upon his love?
‘See a reprefentation of this matter, Rev. vi. 14, 15,
16, 17. * And the heaven departed as a fcroll when
¢ it isrolled together ; and every mountain and ifland
¢ were moved out of their places: and the kings of
¢ the carth, and the great men, and the rich men,
¢ and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and
¢ every bond man, and every free man, hid them-
¢ felves in the dens, and in the rocks of the moun-
¢ tains; and faid to the mountains and rocks, fall on
¢ us, and hide us from the face of him that fitteth
¢ on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;
« for the great day of his wrath is. come; and who
¢ Thall be able to ftand !* Itis remarkable, that the
wrath here fpokea of, is called tbe wrath of the Lamb,
Strange expreflion indeed ! but ftrongly fignifying,
that his prefent mecknefs, and patierce, and fuffer-
ing, fhall inflame and exafperate his future vengeance,
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, I would
befeech every finner in this affembly, to ¢onfidér the
things that belong to his peace, that thefame ftrength
and power of our Redeemer, that was evident in his
fuffering in our ftead, thatis evident in working out
the falvation of his own pcoplc, fhall alfo be evident
jn the Judgmcnt of his enemies, - Pfal. ii 11, 12,
# Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trem-
« bling. Kifs the Son, left he be angry, and ye pe-
¢ yith from the way, when his wrath is kindled but
¢ alitle: Bleficd are all they that put their truft in

# bisa,’
"G3
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In the 3d place, I would improve this fubje&®,
for the encouragement of finners to return to God
through Chrift. It was for this very end, that God
aid help upon Ome that is mighty, and raifed up a
chofen One out of the folk. Is there, then, among
you, an awakened finner, who trembles at the pro-
fpe& of divine wriath, upon whofe heart God, in his
“mercy, has carried home a convition of his loft ftate,
“and who is crying out, What fball I do 20 be faved!
‘Behold, here, the peacé-fpeaking blood of the
Lamb of God! Behold, here, not onlyyour ran-
fom 'paer and juftice fully fatisficd, but a power-
‘ful, an almighty Saviour, able to fave to the utter-
moft, all that come unto God by him! He has
'gone through his work, in the greatnefs of his
firength ! He hath foiled your fpiritual'enemies, aud
made a fhew of them openly, triumphing over them
in his ctofs!' My brethren, there is the greater need
earncftly to intreat your attention to this, that a
flothful defpondency, and diffidence of fuccefs; s
what keeps many finners from a hearty retarn’ o
God, ‘There is more of this in the hearts of
many than they themfelves are aware of : 1°do not
mean defpair of mercy alone, but defpaic of reco-
very from a ftate of fin, of deliveranice from the bon-
dage of corruption, and attaining to the difpofition
and charatter of God’s children. " Are there not
many of you, my brethren, who, though you, ih
fome meafure, fee the excellence and bappinefs of 2
ftate of favour with God, and holy conformity to his
_will, yet finding how ftrongly you are:wedded..to
the world, and its finful enjoyments, and knowiag,
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.by experience, - the unfuccefsfulnefs of former refo-
lutions taken on in your own firength, you have no
JHope of fuccefs, and fo, in a fullen obftinacy, refufe
ito attempt what you think you cannot accomplith?
Do you not fee, froms what hath been faid, both your
former error, and what is now the proper cure? Yon
€an do nothing of yourfelves;. but through Chrift |
firengthening you, you may do-all things, He is
an almighty Saviour: he is ftzonger than the firong
man who detains you in bondage: heis able to knock
off the ftrongelk fetters, and let the prifoners go free.
Wherefore, 1 befeech- yon, my dear friends, as yoa
valae your everlafting intereft, that yon do not fit
flill, and perith, but arife, and. bc doing, and the
.Lord will be with yeu.

In the 4¢5 place, the fame inftruion, with littke
difference, may be given to the peeple of God. As
felf-righteoufnefs, and felf-confidence, are the rulimg
charafters of the unregenerate; fo they are difeafes
never entirely cured in this world; even in the beft,
.and Jamentably prevalent in. many of God's own
children. As their work is to obtain 2 viftory o-
.ver their corruptions, and grow in the exercife of e-

-wery Chriftian. grace, they often attempt both thefe
-200 much in their own ftrength. As the nata-
" -yal and unavoidable confequence of tliis, they meet
-with frequent difappeintments; thefe make them
-ready to fit down in flothful carclefloefs, and de-
- ¢line the ftroggle to which they find themfelves
.unequal, may, too' often not without fecret mur-
murings and complaints againft God, as a hard
qmafter, .requiring -brisks,-and-giving.no firaw; ia-
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ftead of concluding, from their unfuccefifalness,
that they muft have taken their meafures wrong,
they comcludé the attempt itfelf to be vain, and the’
‘work impraéticable. . But, my brethren, here iz a
truth, which not only the word of God every where
teaches, but which almoft évery part of his provi-
. dence towards us is iotended to ratify, that in us
-dwelleth no good thing ; that we can hardly have too
low an opinion of our own worth,or our own firength ;
bat, at the fame time, that God is able and willing
to perfect ftrength in our weaknefs. He.is ablc to
uphold the weakett felf-denied Chriftian in the mid{k
of the moft dangerous temptations, though he often
fuffers the felf-fufficient to fall before his enemies,
Wherefore, my dear friends, believe in the Alm.igba
ty power of your Redeemer; and I hope you will
know, to your experlence, thay ¢ he giveth power to
¢ thefaint, and, to them that have no might, he in~
¢ creafeth ftrength.’ ..

In the 525 place, fuffer me to improve this fubje&t,
for the comfort and refrefhment of every difcoafo-
late and mourning foul.  Asweary and heavy laden
finners are the perfons to whom the call of the gofpel
is addrefled, fo furely it allo fpeaks peace to weary

.and heavy leaden faints. This world was plainly de-
figned as a place of trial and difcipline, and not of
-complete reft to the childreg of God. It often plea-
.{es him, in his fovereign and holy providence, not on-
ly to affli€t them with outward ‘trials, but to hide
his face from them, and vifit them with diftrefs of
foul. May pot all fuch fee, from what has been
.aid, that they are but conformed to their Redecmer;

N
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that they are but treading in the path which he
bath fan@ified ; andisitnot enough for the difciple,
¢ that he be as his Mafter, and for the fervant, that
¢ he be as his Lord?”> 1It.would be a great point
gained, if we could but be convinced, thatafflictions
are what we muft look for, and fo not haftily and
rathly conclade, that he is ‘rebuking us in his wrath,
¢ and’ chafteniog us in his hot difpleafure,’ Js it not
comfortable, and is it not true, that Chrift hath tak.
en away the fting of death, and of every fuffering
from his people, and left nothing bat that correc-
tion which is- healthful and neceflary? Above all,
ought you not to look to the power of your Redeem-
er, and his almighty ftrength, as fufficient to fup-
port you now, and at laft work your complete deli-
verance? Banifh every thought that tends to repre-
fent your cafe, either as fingular, to abate your fenfe
of the divine goodnefs, or as defperate, to wcaken
your hands, in feeking relief; and make your requeft
to God, ¢with ftrong crying and tears, that he, as the
¢ Godof hope, would fill you with all joy, and peace
¢ in believing, that you may rejoice with joy unfpeak.
¢ able, and full of glory.’ ‘

6th, 1 thall now conclude all, with an earneft in-
vitation to all intending communicants, to come to
the table of the Lord, and, by faith, to feed upon
the rich entertainment that is there provided for
them. See here the price of your redemption ;. the
evidenceandfecurity of your pardon; thefeal of God’s
love toyou; and the certain pledge of every neceflary
bleffing. ¢ It pleafed the Father, thatin Chrift thould
¢ all fulnefs dwell, and of his fulnefs you may all re-
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« ceive, and grace for grace.’ His body, broken, is
the bread of life, that muft nourith your fouls to
their everlafting ftate. His blood, fhed, is a never
failing cordial to a broken fpirit, and a moft excel-
lent refrefhment to the foul that pants in a parched
wildernefs, May the Lord himfelf meet with us,
‘and blefs us, vifit us with his gracious prefénce, and
make us joyful in his boufe of prayer, Amen. -
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SERMON 1V,
The deceitfulnefs of fin.

HEBRE W lil. 13.

But exhort one another daily, while it is called, to-
day; left any of you be bardened through the de-
ceitfunefs o fr.

WE fee many myﬂmous things in the frame of
nature, and the courfe of providence. 'But
nothing can be more myfterious and wonderful than
what we may.often fee in the ftate of our own hearts.
When there is o prefent foliciting temptation, and
when we confider, in a cool and deliberate manner,
the confequences of vice and wickednefs, even bare-
ly from the dictates of natural confcience, it feems
furprizing, that, in any inftance, we {hould yield to
it; that we fhould be induced to break the peace
of our own minds, and provoke the vengeance of an
-almighty Judge; nay, to do fo for-a trifling, mo-
‘mentary, and uncertain fatisfaction. But if it be un-
reafonable to offerid God at all, and to take but a
. -few fteps in the paths of fin, how-much more above
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meafure aftonithing is it, that men fhould adhere to
their former miftakes, and fhould not open their eyes
after repeated admonitions of their danger, and-dai-
ly experience of their own folly ! _

I believe every body will be fenfible, that maay
finners, even fetting afide the confideration of fome
of the moft important religious truths, a¢t in a man-
uer fo diretly oppofite to their own prefent intereft
as is not to be accounted for, without fuppofing
them uader an amazing degree of blindnefs and in-
fatuation. This is to be refolved into the deceitfid-
nefs of fin, a circumftance on this great fubject well
worthy of our moft ferious artention, S

In entering on the deceitfulnefs of fin, let us re-
fle& a little on the meaning of the expreffion. Who
is it that is deceived ? Itis the finner himfelf. Does
he need to be deceived? Is there not in us alla ftrong
enough dire&t inclination to that which is evil, rea-
dy to burlt afunder every reftraining tye? There is
fo; and yet there is more in our danger than merely
a propenfity to fin, There is alfo a deceit and impo-
fition which over-reaches vs, and enfoares us into
the commiffion of what, but for that miftake, we
would have avoided or abhorred. There is very fre-
quent mention made of this in feripture; many cau-
tions againft being deceived; and indeed all fin is
reprefented as error and delufion, in which~a de-
ceived heart hath turned us afide. . . 0

Aggain, If the finner is deceived, who is it, orwhat
is it that deceives him? Here we muft obferve, that
when we fpeak of fin's being deceitful, it is not fo
much any thing without us, taking the advantage

‘.
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of our weaknefs, but it is the effet and evidence of
the ftrength of corruption within us, which makes
us {e¢ things ina wrong light, and draw unjuft and
pernicious confequences from them. Let us always
" fémeiber, that the whole frame of nature, although
it be the fcene of temptation, and even the fuel of.
concupifcenice, is faultlefs in itfelf; nay, it prefents
18 ‘every where with leffons of picty and obedience
to'its Author. The miftake here arifes wholly from
Gurfelves. There is a remarkable difference between
the deceitfulnefs of fin and deceit of any other kind;
“1n worldly tranfa&ions, the perfon deceived is never
foppofed unfaithful to himfeif, but is impofed on by.

the fuperipr art and cunning of the deceiver. But
it is otherwile in fpiritual matters, where the deceit®

fulnefs. of fin is but another form of fpeech for the
corrupnon aid treachery of our own hearts. Tt j is
true, in fome inflances of delufi ion, there is an adti-
vity of outward agents, if F may fpeak fo, the devil
"and wicked men, who wfe'no little indultry to Te-
duce bthers, and Iy in ‘whit to deceive; but this, if

1" miflake nor, does not belorig properly to the de-

ceitfulnefs of fin, which lies in the difpofition of
our own hearts, and is what lays us open to thcnr
fnares. -
" 1 ftmll only further obl'erve, by way of mtroduc-
tion, that this fubje¢t is equally applicable to good
imen aind bad. Both ought to dread, and both ought
to be wamcd of the deceitfulnefs of fin; it betrays
good men into diftrefs, as well as bad men into ruin.
In further difcourfing on this fubje&, 1 fhall,
.o~ . H N .
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1. Endeavour to open 3 little the-chicf branchea
of the deceitfulnefs of fon.
lI Confider the duty founded npon it, of exhor-
1L, Make fome p:a&u:al mp:onm:nt of the fub-
&

Firlt thea, I fhall endeavanr to open a listle the
chief branches of the deceitfulnefs of fin: And §
thiok the deccitfuluefs of Ga may be divided into
thefe three genera) branches. 1. Its difgnifing itfelf,
and wholly concealing its aature. 2. Its forming ex«
ondes for itfelf, and therehy extonnating its gaile,
3- Its infinuating iitfelf by degraes, and leading men
on from the veluntary compmifion of fome fins to
the neceflity of committing more. .

1/f then, The deceitfulngls of in appears from its
difguifing itfelf, and wholly concealing its mature,
- Though the great liaes of the law of God are writ.
ten npon the confcience in o frong and legible cha~
ralters, that it is difficult wholly to efface thems
yet it is plain that men have often brought this a«
bout to a-furprifing degree. The plalmift David,
feofible how often fin is concesled from eur own
view, exclaims, Pfal. xix. 12. ¢ Who can underftand
¢ his ervors! cleanfe thou me from fecret faplts.’
‘What ingenious reafonings do men often ufe with
their own minds to prove the lawfulnefs of what ia.
clination leads them to, cither with refpeét to pro-
fit or pleafure? When the heart pleads the caufe,
the underftanding is a very favourable judge. Eve-
ry onc may find a great number of examples of this
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in his-dwn experiéate, and may daily feé the uihog.
py ticis of it in others. :

For the better itlultrating of this trath, that finis
often wholly concealed evenfrom the man in whom it
dwdils, be pieafed to attend to the following obfer-
wations : (1.) Sometimes it fhows itfelf in the preva-
lence of Joofe principles. I am forry to fay, that we
live it an agein which infidelity, of the groffeft kind,
is fpreading its poifon among alf runks and degreey
of men. Butwhy isit fo readily eatertained ? Bes
camfe it either fets men at liberty from the ties of con-
{cience, nd a fature reckoning altogether ; or great-
Iy narrows the extent, and wealiens the obligations of
the law of God. How fweet and palatuble to the
corrupt mind is every thing that removes reftraints,
and fuffers the finner to walk in the ways of his own
heart, and the fight of his ows eyes? Itis not rea«
{on, but inclmation, that makes profelytes to thefe
deftruitive dotrines. The truth is, would you rea~
fon impartially, you would conclude, that the prin-
ciples muft be falfe, which tend to fet men at eafe in
their orimes. When thereforethe arguments in their
favour are fo eafily admitted, we have juft ground
to affigm thav it is owing to the deceitfuluefs of fin.
i (3.)4f we proceed from principles to prattice, and
from generals to particulars, we thall find how fins
dilguifesitielf;and hides its deformity from oor view,
Xt acver appears in its own proper and genuine drefs,
gor loves tobe culled by:its propet mame. Thas exs
cafiand intemperaincd mcalied, aad ushappily thooght
by mmny, a focial- difpofition and’ good fetlowthip.
Peide and unéhidftan rﬁeﬁ&mt, is called homour;
2
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fpirit, and dignity of mind. Vaia pomp, laxury,
and extravagance, are ftyled tafte, elegance, and re:
finement. Sordid avarice, and love of money, calls
itfelf prudence, frugality, and good management,
Levity, folly, and even obfcenity,. is often called ine
nocent liberty, cheasfulnefs, and good humour. So
great is the deceit, and fo fecure does the fin Iy une
der its difguife; that a2 minifter may préach with the
ntmoft feverity agaioft thefe feveral vices, and the
guilty perfons hedr with patieace or approbation,
and rever once think of applying it to themielves,

. . This deceit difeovers itfelf allo by its counterpart,
How common i it to ftigmatize and difparage true
piety and goodnefs by the moft opprobrions titles.
‘Tendernefs of confcience, is, by many, reproached
under the charaéter of precifenefs and narrownefs of

“mind. Zeal againlt jn, and fidelity to the fouls of
others, is called fournefs, morofenefs, and ill-nature.
‘There was never yet a faithful reprover, froth Lot in
Sodom to the prefent day, but he fuffered under the
reproach and {lander of thofe who would not be re-
cliimed. I might cafily run over many more inflan-
ces in both thefe kinds; for, to fay the truth, the
whole flrain of fathionable converfation is often no-
thing elfe but an illafion put upon the mind, that it
may lofe its horror of vice; and it is greatly to be
lamented, that this is done with fo much fuccefs. In
many cafes, yonng perfons efpetially, are infpired
with a hatred and averfion at trpe and undefiled
religion, and that under the moft plaufible pretences.
Many, my brethren, there are’ who are for from,
thiaking it themfelves, and yet fall under the degwm~
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¢iation of the Prophet Ifaiah, v. 20,—=24. ¢ Wo
< unto them that call evil good, and good evil ; that
<. put darknefd for Hght, and lightfor darkaefs ; that
¢ put bitter for fveet, and frect for bitter. Woun-
¢ to them that are wife in their own eyes, and pru-
¢ dent in their own fight. We unto them that are
¢ mighty to driak wine, and men of flrength to
* mingle frong driok : which juflify the wicked for
¢ reward, and vake away the righteonfnefs of the
¢ righteous from hiny, | Thevefare, a¢ the fire de-
S voureth the ftubble, and the flame confumeth the

¢ chaf, fo their root (hall be as rottennefs, and their
* bloffom fhall po up as daft ; becaufe they have cafk
® away: the law of the Lord of Hofts, and defpifed
¢ the word of the holy One of ifradl.
- (3.) But the higheft degree of this branch of the
deceidfuloefs of fin, is, when it not only putson a
decem and lawfal appearance, but affumes the garb
of eminent piety and worth. There is nothing im~
pofiible in this. As Satan fometimes traasforms him-
£ into an angel of light, fo fome of the greateft
fins will tukte the name, and arrogate the bonour, of
the moft diftinguithed virtees. 1 do not here mean
e cafe of grofs hypocrify; that is foreign from the
prefent fabje®. Hypoarites know their own infin-
&erity well enough, 2nd only pat on an appearance
* of piety, to deccive others. But even when there is
#0 known or deliberate hypocrify, fin may infinuate
Sefelf under the appearance of the moft important
@aties, “Men may indulge the moft hateful paffions
with the greatet liberty, when they think they.are
doing whut is lcceptabl; to God.

3
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« The crofs of our blefled Mafter is full frasnghe
with inftruftion of every kind. It gives us, parti-
" cularly, a firiking example of what 1 have gow faid.
His enemies, who perfecuted hm with. uorelenting
malice through his lifé, and at laft prevaided to have
him haoged on 2 tres, did it, (fome, no doubt, from
a pretended, but) many of them, from & mifguided
zeal for religion. He was crucified as a deceiver, and
a blafphemer; and that in this they were mifled, ap-
pears from the language of his ptayer for them on
the crofs, * Father, forgive them ; for they koow
‘ not what they do.’ What a convi&tion fhould
this give us of the deccitfulnefs of fin; that the
greateft fin that ever was committed on carth, was
yet confidered, by the guilty, as a duty ! U
Let us alfo confider our Saviour’s remarksble pre-
diftion on the {ame fubje&, - and how often it hath
been fulfilled: Joha xvi. 2. ¢ They fhall put you
* ont of the fynagegues; yea, the time eometh, thag
¢+ whofoever killath yon, will think that he doth God
¢ fervice.” My bretbren, think 4 little on the many
dreadful pérfecutions which goed mes have: endurs
ed for confeience fake; the tervible tortures they
have been expofed to; in-which the utmoft invention
of the human mind has been employed to aggravate
their diftrefs. Thiek, in particalar, of the horrible
tribunal of Iaqnifition; which is, te this day, in full
suthority in countries ot very diftant; and does it
pot infpire you with the highe(t deteftaticn of the
bloody tyrants? ' But there is another reflexion no¢
fo frequently made, yet at leaft equally proper. How
great is the deccitfiloefs of fin in the human heast,

HE
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that can make men fuppofe that fuch atrocious crimes
are acceptable to God ?  Yet they certainly do fo,
Neither would it be poffible for -them, fo entirely,
to diveft themfelves of every featiment of humanity,
if they were not inflamed by the rage of bigotry and
falfe zeal. Lgt not any imagine, that thefe are dreadt
ful crimes, but which they are not in the leaft dan-
ger of.  We ought to maintain the greateft watch-
fulnefs and jealoufy over our own. fpirits. It may °
yery eafily, and does very frequently happen, that
an apparent zeal-for religion is mote than balf com-
poled of pride, malice, envy, or revenge.

Nor is this all.- In the above cafes, by the treach
ery of the human heart, fins are changed into duties,
and, in many others, every day, duties are changed
jnto fins, by the perverfion of the priciple frorh
which thay ought to flow. Many a fober, tempe-
rate perfon oweth his regularity more to a loft of
gold than to any fenfe of duty, and obedience tb
God. The defire of praife, or the fear of reproach,
is many times a reftraint more powerful than the ap-
Prehenfion of eternal jndgmens, - Men may put ore
daty alfo in the place of another, and by that meaus
goavert it into fin. Nay, with regasd to all our du-
ties, we may be tempted to place that truft and dé-
pendence on.them which is only due to our Rcdeem-
er’s perfeét nghteoufne(é and, inftead of aéts of o-
Ppelience,- make them idols of jealoufy before God:

Hqw great then the deceitfulnefs of fin, which § is
capable of patiing on fo many and fo artful dif'gmfcs,
and eveo to counterfcit true piety, which ftands in

Jhe moft immediate and diret oppoﬁuon to u.'
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*T'here are more ways than I can poffibly enumerate,
by which men deccive themfelves, and become obfti-
hate and incorrigible in what is evil, by miﬁaking it
for what is good. Juftly docs the ApofHle, in this
paffage, warn Chriftians againft being hardened ; for
if fin can hardly be refirained, even by the moft con-
ftant vigilance, and the moft fteady refiftance, what
progrefs will it not make, what firength muft-it not
acqmrc, when it is approved and cherifhed, may,
when it is profecuted with all that care and attention
which ought to have been employed for its utter de=
fruétion 2 )
2. In the fecond place, The deceitfulnefs of fin,
appears from its forming excufes for itfelf, and there-
by extenuating its guilt, That it is natoral for fin-
ners to form excufes for themfelves, and endéavour
t0 extenuate their guilt, daily experience is a fuffici-
ent proof. Nay, it is ufual to obferve, how able,
and ingenious, perfons, otherwife of no great capa-
«city, are in this art ; even children difcover the great-
eft quicknefs and facility in it, and are no fooner
challenged for any thing that is amifs, than they are
ready to produce ap apology. ‘The difpolition, in=
deed, feems to be hereditary, and to have been hand-
ed down to us from the firft parents of the humm
race. On their being challenged for their difobe.
dience, each of them confeffes the falt, but immes
diately adds an excufe, Gen. iii. 11, 12, 13. “ Haft
¢ thou eaten of the tree, whereof 1 commanded thee,
‘¢ that thou fhouldeft pot eat? And the man faid,
_¢ the woman whom thou gaveft to be with me, fhe
¢ gave me of the tree, and I did cat, And the Lord
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¢ God faid unto the woman, what is this that thou
¢ haft done? And the woman faid, the ferpent be-
¢ guiled me, and 1 did edt.” You will eafily be fen-
fible, that it is impoffible for me to enumerate the fe~
veral excufes, or diftint alleviating circumftances,
that may be pleaded in favour.of particular fins, be~
caufe thefe are infivitely various. I intend, therc-
fore, only to mention fome of the chief confidera-
tions that are offered by pretended reafoners, or have
a fecret influence upon the mind of the finner; and
which leflen tbe nnpreﬂion of the-evil of ﬁn in gc-‘

- meral,

- (1.) One excufe, which, however weak, has %o
fmall influence in fetting mens minds at eafe, in the
commiffion of fin, is no other than the commonaefs
of it; and that there are multitudes of others in the
like condition. It is wonderful to think what bold-
nefs fioners often derive from this circumftance, and
how hard it is to perfuade them of the danger of what,
is common and generally practifed. Even good meq
are often carried away with prevaiting and epidemi-
cal fins, We may take theilluftration of this from
any patncular fip. How ready are men to think, and
even to fpeak, in the following manner? If th:s bea-
fin, I am fuge [ am not fingular in it; there are
many others guilty as well as [. They feemto look.
upon the practice of others, as a fort of fupport and

juftification of their own conduét.
But, my brethren, I befeech you to confider how

~ delifive and dangerous thefe thoughts are to your,
immortal fouls, If any credit is to bg given to the
Lripture xeprefcntauon, the human race, in general,
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. i uader guilt; and, thesefore, the commonnefs, pay,
the aniverfalicy of any pratice, is sot fufficient tor
give it a faa&tion, as lawful and fafe. Wil thelaw
of an unchangeable God be altered or abated in fa-
vour of his apoftate creatures, becaufe of their num-
ber? Is there fuch a pomber of offenders, as to be
able to make head again(t their almighty Creator?
Sometimes, indeed, the tranfgreffors of human laws
sre fo numerous, as to be formidable to their very
judges; but no fuch thing ¢an take place here. Or
will it, in truth, be any confolation to the fufferery
in hell, that they have fociety in their torment ? Were
4 great number of malefallors to be executed toge-
ther, would thisalleviate the punithment to any ose of
them? apprehend it wauld rather iacreafe it, fince
they would, in a good meafure, feel each others fuf-
ferings; asitcertainly wonld add greater horror to the
fight. "Wherefore, my dear brethren, I befeech
one of you, to confider the neceflity of reconcilin~
tion and peace with God, and that it is not lefs im<
portant and neceffary to you, for the multitudes you
fee around you fo faft afleep in fecurity and floth, ..
(2.) Another excufe that men often make for theis
fins, is, that they are comparatively fnall. - Whea they
fee, think, or hear of the monftrobs and atrotious:
crities of others; they are ready to blefs themfelves
fu their fecarity, and to reckon upon their lefs de«
gree of guilt, as a fpecies of innocence, Believe it,
my brethren, Ihave found, with concern, perfonsin
a dangerous ficknefs, or the profpect of deatlr, take
fog comfort to themfelves, and ‘mentioning, with
much fatisfaction, that they were not fo bad as fome




OF “the other defperate: profligate had dome, with
whom they were acquainted. T all fuch we may
Juttly apply the words of the apoftle, 2'Cor. x. 12.
¥ For we dare not make ourfolves of the nymber, or
* compare’ourfelves with fome that commend them.
S dalves: but chey, meafining themfetves by theme
¢ felves, and compariag themfelves among(l them-
¢ felwes, arenot wife - . .
There is a wonderfut propenfity in the proed fpi-
rit of man, to gratify itllf by comparifon with ov -
thers. Comparifon, indeed, is the vevy fuel of pride;
£t of what are we prond, but of fomething in which
I is fappofed we exeel. " It there any thlag morg
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fin or folly of others is narrated, than for the hears
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maketh him to differ. He kno'ws, that had he been
Jeft to himfelf, bé might havé -exceeded the moft a«
bandoned profligate within the compafs of his know-
lcdgc. R . . . . c .
. Let me therefore, my brethren, caution you and
myfelf againfk sl excufes drawn from codparifon in
_ any form. For, not to mention ‘how ready we are
to miftake and be partial to ouefelves in making the
comparifon: not to mention that, though.we weére
ever fo impartial, as the hearts of -others are not o-
pen to us, nor the motives of their condudt, we can-
not make it with certainty. * I'only infit, that all
comparifons, whether they be joftor unjuft, are un-
fpeakably pernicious. It is pot your being better
or wotle than others,” that will juflify you before
God, or be the matter of inquiry at the laft day.
You will not thén be afked, whether you were as
profane a blafphemer as fach 'a perfon? as greata -
liar as another? as great a drunkard asanother ? as
great a whoremonger as another?- No.” ‘You maft
be weighed in the balance of the {anétuary, and all
that are there found wanting, hall be caft into. the
" Jake of fire. You may leave it to a wife and righte-
ous God to proportion the feverity of his judgment
to the atrocionfnefs of the finner’s guilt. ¢ But ex-
¢ cept a man be borm again, he cannot fee the king.
¢ dom of God.” A man may:be drawned in fivefa-
thom water, as well as in five thoufand ; and, there-
fore, let none foolithly flatter themfelves with the
hope of fecurity, even though they really fee maay ’
(to fpeak in the language of fcripture) ¢ tenfald more
¢ the childien of hell than themfelyes.’ ;

-
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- {3.) Sinders are apt to look for another fource of ex=
cufes for their finsin themfelves. They are ftronglyia-
¢lined to make a erit of any ations they have done
that are materially good, and think that fome indul-
gence is dtie to their faults and mifcarriages on that
account. They fet theirgood works and their faults, ad
it were, in-oppofite columns, as if they intended, in_
that- manner, to ftrike the balaace., There is very
much of this difpofition in the natural uncolightened
miad. We fisd many fentiments fimilar to this in
the heatlien world: ¢ Every man, fays a certain
¢¢ author, has fome virtues, dnd fome faults ; he that
¢ hath more virtues than faults, is a good man; and
¢ he that hath more faults than virtues, is a bad
“ man.” | I am fenfible there might be fome juftice
in fuch a comparifon, after a-perfon has really been
brought to the fervice of God upon genuine prin-
ciples. It might then ferve to fthew whether God,
or the world hath moft of our prevailing love, and
our habitual feyvice. But this rule is highly perni-
cious, when-an igaorant or vitious man endeavonrs
to apply it; for, fieft of all, thefe very altions, which
they fuppole to be good, net flowing from a real
principle of obedience to God, are falfely reckoned
virtues in them. O that felf-righteous-perfons would
butfaithfully examine the motives from which many
of their boafted virtues flow! The more they knew
of themfelves, and their own real charater, the lefs
would they be inclined to glory in its excellence andt
petfeCtion. It is certain, that even in the world,
the more a man prefimes to commend himfelf, the
lefs others-are difpofed toI efteem hip; andijs it pot
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frange, that the klf-juftification, which is jnfuffer-
able to our fellow creatuses, fhould be the fouada-.
tion of our hope befo:e a holy and hwt~fwchmg
God H

* But, befides, I befeech your attention to the fol-
Yowing circumftance: even the fulie fuppofition, juft
sow mentioned, proceeds upon 2n abfolute miftake
of the nature of moval obligation. There is no pro+
per merit in the obedience of a creatyre, neither hath.
#, in the leafk degres, any title or tendency to-ex-
tinguith the guilt of crimes. 1f efteem, love, and
obedience, all in the higheft degree, be truly aad pro-
petly due.nato God, a0 reward can be. pleaded for on
account of she. penformance, much lefs can it have
the effe® of procusing pardon where duty hith been
negleQed. Let me beg of you to refle@ upon a mat-
ter of experience, which is bat feldom. attended to.
Doees the. general goodnefs of a man’s charatter in-
cKnc even the world to indulge him in more bad ac-
tions than arother? It does juld the contrary, A
man, who hath becn eminene jn. piety. during: a
Jong courfe of years, if he goos aftray in any one in-
france, wifl be more deeply reproached, and his cha-
ra&er will fuffer more by it, I may even fay, it wilk
faffer an hundred-fold more for the fame action, than
the charafter of another whofe condu&l has been
more imperfe& and unequal.

‘1 look upon it as_the duty of a!mmﬂer to bend
his whole force agamﬁ a difpofition to felf-righteouf-
pefs.  And, indeed, whether we take it from ferip-
ture or reafon, we fhall fee that the hope of a finger -
mauil arife not from extenuation, but confeffion ; nos
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from hamah merit, but from the divine merey. This
"§s fo plain, that had men but any real and juft coas
vitions of their obligations and duty to God, fuch a
plea would never come into their minds. Suppofe any
perfon were challenged for a debt which he was really
owing, and lie thould anfwer in this manaer, It is very
true, I have not paid this ; but I paid a debt to you at
{ach a time, amd another at fuch a time, and a-third
at fuch a time; would it not be.natural for the other
to reply, True indeed ; but were not all thefe debts
feparately due? will your paying oue difcharge you
froth adother ? ' is mot this as'much due now asany
of the reft were before! 1f therefére you will give
. the fame juftice to your Maker, you expett froi ano-
ther, you muft confefs that a whote life of perfect
and fpotlefs obedience would do juft nothing at a
to extingaifh the guilt of the lealt fin, Be not there-
fore fo fooli as to relt your hopeé on that felf-righ-
teonfkefi, which, in truth, i8 8o better than filthy -
fags, ahd however excellént atid perfedt it wers,
could have no ¢ffedt in procuring the forgivenefs of
fin,
(4.) There aré fome to be found, who endeavout
o excufe their atnal trahfgreflions, as being rio more
thin ‘the neceflury effes of original s, This we
*find fréequently dane by thofe whe are no friends o
religion in general, and, perhaps, believe as little of
the reality of original as the guilt of actual fia. In
fiich, thcmfofe, it Is do more thab a prétence, that
they may rid themfelves of the appiehenfion of bot.
- But thete ‘dre aHo {oie who do fot feem to b £-
fiemies in principlé to th; truths of the gofpel; whd
3
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yet are very ready to excufe themfelves for particu-
lar fins, by laying the blame upon their nature jn ge-’
peral. Itis my nature, they will fay; 1 have foftrong
a difpofition to it, that I cannot help it. Thus they
feem to fit quite eafy uader the domigion of fin, and,
by giving up all hape of overcoming it, ‘are led to
forbear all endeavours to refift it,

On this I cannot help obferving, again, how' op-
pofite the principles of fin and holinefs are. The
fin of our nature, which, in true penitents, is mat-
ter of humiliation and forrow, is often produced by
others, as an extenuation of their crimes. See.how
the pfalmift David exprefles himfelf, Pfal. li. 5. ¢ Re-
¢ hold, I was fhapen in iniquity;. and in fin did my
¢ mother conceive me.” Thefe words were not {po-
ken by way of alleviation, but confeffion and aggra-
vation, In the fame fpirit does the apoftle Paul
fpeak in a great part of the feventh chapter of
the Epiftle to the Romans, particularly verfes
14,—24. *For we know that .the law is fpiri-
¢ tual; but I am carnal, fold under fin. For that
¢ which I do I allow not: for what I would that do
¢ I not; but what I hate thatdo I. If then I do
« that which 7 would not, I confent uato the law,
¢ that it is good. Now, then, it is no more I that
< do it, but fin that dwelleth in me. For I know
¢ that in me (that is, in my fleth) dwelleth no good
¢ thing: for to will is prefent with-me; but how to
¢ perform that which is good, 1 find not. For the

« good that I wonld I do not;. bat the evil which I
« wcald not, that i do. Now, if I do that I would
<ot it is no more I that do it, but fin that dwelleth
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«in me. I find then a law, that wheén I would do
¢ good, evil Is prefent with me: for I delight in die
¢ law of God after the inward man, - But I fee ano-
¢.ther law id my membess, warring againlt the law
¢ of my mind, and bringihg e into captivity to the
¢ law of fin, Which is in my members. O ‘wretched
¢ man that I am! wholhall dehvér the from the body .
¢ of this-death ?*-

. That there'is fomething myﬂtﬁous in thae firft oce
uﬁon and eonveyance of origindl fin, on-'which cap+
tioas perfons tay raife cavils, to perplex themfelves
and others, I readily allow. - But, after all they can
fay, it is certain, both frofh fcripture 4nd expetience,
thiat all atual fin is not only pérfonal but voluntary,
s thertany perfon, who will dare tg maititain, in the
face of his fupreme Judge, that he is laid under com-
pulfivn, or an irrefiftible neceflity, to think, fpeak;
or do what is wrong? Does any man commit fin,
but from his own cholce ? Or is he hindred from the
performance of any duty to which heis fiticerely and.
heattily inclined ?  If this Were indeed the cafe, it
would fiot betrue, whdt we are told in the facred 0+
gacles, that God will be ¢ juft when he (p%kcth. and
¢ clear when he judgeth.’,

I muft alfo obferve, that, upon the plan of the go»

 the fofce of this 'extolliis émively taken away; -
péciufe the renovatiod of our matures is there afcribs
¢d to the power and energy of divine gtace. Though
wé are fibt able to reform our natures, God is able
to retiew them, Though we cannot refift corrop-
tion, God is able to fubdue it. Qur weak and help-
et fate By Hindrey b fol.&r from being a proper ex,

) ‘ 13
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cufe for fin, that 2 juft apd humbling fenfe of it is
she very firft ftep towards a recovery. ¢ Of ourfelves
¢ we are not able-to do any good thing, but through
¢ Chrift ftrengthening us-we may do all things.” We
are exhorted to pray for the influences of the Spi-
git,. in the fure hope of acceptance: ¢ Afk, and ye
¢ fhall receive ;. feck, and ye fhall find; knock, and
¢ it fhall be opened unto you.’ So that, on the pre-
wailing of 'fin; we have juft reafon to take the whole
blame upon ourfelvés, and to-fay, < We are not
¢ {traitened io God, but firaitened. in our own
¢ bowels.’

(5.) In the laft place, forme are bold enough te
excufe their fins, as being only the effets of the in
refiftible will of God, who hath decreed whatfoever
eomes to pafs; fome in’a moré artfol and covered
way ; and fome more openly and explicitly make ufe
of God’s abfolute predetermination of every: event,
as taking away the guilt of :their voluntary a&iona
This hath been a very old excufe. It was.the fpiris
of that language you find, Efek. xxxiii. 10. ¢ Theres
« fore, O thou fon of maw, fpeak unto the houfe of
¢ Ifrael, thus ye fpeak, faying, if our tranfgreffions
¢ and our fins be upon us, and we pine away in them;
< how {hould we then live ? > The fame thing is men-
tioned by the apoftle Baul, Rom. ix, 19. * Thou
« wilt fay thea tmto me;-why dath be yet find fault ?
« for who hath refifted - his- will?’ This infamous
and blafphemous excufe is not only often made fos
particular fins, but is.made a pillow of floth in ges
neral, and finners Jay themfelves afleep.upan itin fe-
cusity, faging, if is be-the will of God, they thogld

P




Ser. 4. The deceitfulngfs of fin. 193
-be faved, the event is infallible, let them take ever o
-defperate a courfe ; and, if otherwife, it is impoflible
-for them 16 oppofe his irrefiftible decree.

* In order to oppofe this profane perverﬁon of di-
vine truth, let me put you in mind, what {in and fol-
ly it muft be in us, to fet-the nature of God at vari-

-ance with his revealed will, or one declaration of his
‘in oppofition to another. It is from the fcriptures 3-
-Jone that you learn God’s fupreme dominion and ap-
.pointment of every event. And is it not certain, that
-the fame fcriptures do'lay the guilt or finfulnefs of
every altion to the finner’s charge? Does not God
abfolutely refufe, nay, in infinite condefcenfion, he
folemnly protefis againft having it impyted to himy
felf. ' Let the guilty hear and tremble, Ezek. xxxiii.
1. ‘As 1 live, faith the Lord God, I have no plea-
- «fyre in the death of the wicked, but that the wick»
.* ed turn from bis way, and live, Turn ye, 1brn ye,
¢ from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O -honfe

¢ of lfracl!’ And, again, James i. 1-3. { Let soman
¢ fay, when hg is tempted, .I am tempted of God ;
¢ for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempts

¢ eth he any man,” Perhaps, fome will fay, we can-
zot reconcile the certainty of events with the free.
dom of altions, or the imputation of guilt. Bue
what is this, but faying, we are not, able to fathom
or comprehend the perfections of an infinite God ?
And is this any caufe of wonder? It would not

. be the true God, if you could fearch him-out; it
would not be the Almighty, if you could find him
to perfeftion. ‘It is higher than heaven, what
§ canfl thoy do? deeper thag hell, what canft thog
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¢« know? ‘The meafure thereof is Jonget thin ﬁsg
« garth, 4nd broader than the fed.’ -

Surely, my brethren, itis manifelt, that the ﬂni:
Cod, to whom all hi¢ works 4ré knéwa from the
‘beginning of the world, and Wwho rales by his power,
for ever, hath eftablithed a heceffary conne&®ion
between the means and the: end; between caufe
‘and effect. And, as'it wotld be altogether. mad-
nefs in common life, to fit @ill'and forbeéat altivity
and diligence, under protehee of its being impodible
to hinder or nlter the will of God; 1o it is équally
mad and impious, to lay the blame of our fiaful

hearts and incliations on the appeintment of God. .

He can and doth cobitrol'dnd over-rule, by his foves
reigh providence, all his créatures, add all their 4e-
tions, in 4 fubferviedcy to his own glory; but, as te
the finfulnefs of every deed, the finner alone i
chargc&ble with it, and, in the day of judgment, :he
finner alone muft anfwer for it.

Before 1 proceed to the third brauch of tlie de-
ceitfulnefs of fin, 1 muft beg youtr attennon t6 a few
obfervations on what hath beea already faid. And,

y#, You may obferve how various and mvolwed,
and how deep-laid the excufes for ‘fin are, The
ways of the world, the general prevalence of fin,
and many of thefe very circumftances which ought
to make us dread its influence, and £ill us with “abs
harrence of it, are frequently made ufe of to extenuate
its guilt. The corrupt inclination of our hearts,
which is the fource of all fin, and may be faid to be
thé effence of fin, Is oflen made ufe of to excufe or

allnteiss effels, as the Dadiiefs of the tree for the

4
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fournefs of the grapes. How ill qualified are we to
judge fairly on fuch a fubje@? We are partial in
our owa caufe, and give an unjuft decifion from our
relation to the pannel. Down then with the reafon-
ings of the carnal mind. Sufpeét them, dread them,
fhut your ears againft them. What reafon is there
to fit down in filence, and humbly acquiefee in the
account given us of our charatter, and ftate, by s
God of infinite holinefs ? There is no error to
blind his judgment, no intereft to bias his inclina-
tiod, and there is no equal who may contend or ea-
ter into Judgment with him,
2dy, You may fee that the excufes for ﬁn, are
notonlyinfufficient, but deeply criminal. In the form
they affume, they may appear plaufible; but, whea
they are ftripped of their difguife, they will appear
to be horrible. The immediate pretence may ap:
pear to have nothing very atrocious in it; but when
they are traced to their fource, they will be found to
take their rife from the moft malignant infidelity or
atheifin in the heart. - You fee, from what has been
faid, that many excufes for fin, at laft, land in laying
" the blame upon God himfclf. All the encouragement
we take in fin, from the divine paticnce, all our a-
bufe or perverfion of the gifts of nature, or the
courfe of providence, lands vltimately here. Let us
therefore pray, that it may pleafe God to open our
eyes on the wonders of his law, on the riches of his
grace, and the greatnefs of his power. Let us con-
fefs, that ¢to us belongeth fhame and confufion of
¢ face; but to our God belongeth mercy.’ Let us a-
dapt the words of the Pfalmift, Pfal, xix. 12. ¢ Whe
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@ car underftand his errors? - Cleanfe thon me from
' fecret fanlts.’ .
3. I proceed, now, to the third and laft branch of
the deceitfuloefs of fin, viz. Itsinfiavating nature,
by which it leads men o, in an infenfible manner,
from one degree of wickednefs to a higher, and, af-
ter the voluntary commiffion of fome fins, lays them
inder a fort of neceffity of committing more. [ think
it is probable that the Apoftle had this particularly
in his view in the text, where he fays, Exbort one
another daily, while it is called, to-day; lff any of
you be bardened through the deceitfulnefs o fin. And
ceftain it is, my brethren, that wicked men do not
fee the whole courfe they are to run at one view, but
are drawn ia by little and little, Take the moft a«
bandoned finaer in this guilty world, and there was
a time of his life when he would have trembled to
-think uf the crimes which he afterwards commitred,
Thus Hazael, King of Syria, when he was told by
the prophet Elitha, of the unnatural batbarity and
troelty he would be guilty of among the children
9f Ifrael, he could ot believe fo ill of himfelf, but
anfwered, with a kind of aborrence, ¢ What, is thy
¢ fervant a dog, that he thould do this great thing I*
But fuch is the nature of fin, that it carrics men as
way, if they yield to it, infinitely farther than they
themfelves intended. We find this taken notice of
by moral writers in every age and country. Many
of the antients ufed to reprefent it by a very expref-
five fimilitude, viz. that the way'of vice lics down
hill; fo that if you take but a few fteps, the motiod

_atih
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is foon accelerared, and becomes fo violent 20d ime
petuous, that it is impoffible for yau.to'refift it, -
. Thiis is certpigly a circumftance, with refpedt o
the nature of fif, which lies ag the foundation of
pradtical religion, sad tox which T would particular
ly insreat the attention of the younger part of my au-
dience.  Neither is it unfuitable toi perfons of any
charadler, asit will coatribate to enforce, upon their
rpinds, 2 fenfe of the neceffity of conftant vigilance,
aad of conftant ‘prayer. Tn order to reprefent the
mattar to You in the ftronger light, I fhall endeavour
to lay before you fome of the ehief fteps and grada-
tions by which a finaer is brought into-a hardened

fate; and fhow how naturally, and in a manner pe- .

ecflrily, they lead him forward frem one to ang-
- '¢1.). Men:enker and initiate themfelves in a vitious
prallice by finaller fins. Though every fin hath thae
maolignfty in it that it defieves God’s wragh and curfe.
both. ig this life and:that which iste come; yet there
are {ole. fins, whichy, in themfelves, as well as fiom
feveral' cirqumftances which attend them, are fap
more Neinous in the fight of God than others, Fhef
are-toe alarming to the confcience of a young fianer ;
and, therefore, he only ventures upon fuch as are
fmalter at firft. I hope you will not think it too
minute or trifling, if I mention that every- particu-
Jar Kind of vice' creeps in in this gradual manper,
Many have begun to fteal, with taking away things
without their parents knowledge, from their own
houfe, thinking ‘there could be little fault in this;

and then picked up fmall things, perhaps, fromr peo--
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pleof better rank, faying to themfelves, they willnever
be the worfe of it, they can eafily fpare it; but time
has perfeted them in their trade, tilt theyended their
days upon a fcaffold.  Some have begun with little
arts of equivocation, and contealing the trath, who,
in time, came to boldnefs and obftinacy in grofs
falfethood. And many have begun with levity of
carriage, and vanity of drefs, who have ended in laft,
whoredom, and open proflitution. My brethren,
though we are all bora in fin, and powerfully in-
clined to that which is evil, from our firlt entrance
into the world; yet we have alfo a witnefs for God
in our own confciences. There feems to be fome
relu@ance in the firft commiffion of fin'; fome for-
"row and regret for departing innocence. It s a fay-
ing of one of the heathens, *“ No man becomes all
« of a fudden very wicked;” or, if I may ufe the
expreflion, is made perfe@t in fin.-, It ufually takes
fome time, and is carried on by progrefs and improve-
ment, though fome, alas! make wonderful profici-
ency in it, and advance at a very great pace, Thefe
leffer fins, then, arc the introduétion and preparation
for what afterwards fhall follow ; they begin the at-
tack wpon confcience, which, at laft, ends in a total
overthrow and defeat,
(2.) Let us now follow the finner to the next
ftage of his unhappy courfe. Having once begun in
+ the ways of fin, he ventures upon fomethmggreater
and more daring; his courage grows with his expe-.
nence and he gives himfelf more liberty to walk
in the ways of his own heart, and the fight of his
own eyes. Now, fins of a deeper dye do not look
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fo frightful as before. The reafon of this is plain,
or rather there are many reafons which concur in
producing this effect. Cuftom makes every thing
familiar, even to defpifing - the authority of God,
and counteradting the ftrongeft obligations. Sin-
ners, after fome apprenticethip to this infamous
trade commit {uch fins as lay wafte the confcience,
and offer the greateft violence to their own minds;
‘thefe ftill lead forward to others, and to every new
tranfgreffion, if I may fpeak fo, they are driven by
a ftronger iaclination, and with-held by a weaker re-
fiftance. No f{in comes by itfelf alone, but ftands in
‘clofe conneCtion with many others. Some fins teach
us how to commit others, as well as afford an oppor-
tunity to do it. I have heard of a fervant who went
into an apartment with no other intention than to
gratify appetite, by making free with fome fweat-
meats, ‘but happening to fee fomething very valu-
able lying open, which might be eafly concealed,
could not refift the temptation, but commenced
thief, and came, at laft, to a miferalle end. Many
fins alfo bring others after them, as excufes to co~
wver them. So that no perfon, who once breaks over
the limits of clear and unqueftionable duty, knows
how far he may be carried before he returns back,.
or rather whether he may not be fo deeply involved,
as never to return at all. This leads me to oblerve,
. (3.) Thatopen fins{oon throwa maninto the hands
of ungodly companions. This effeét is neceflary, be-
caufe they determine his charaéter; and, according to. .
the old obfervation, thofe of like difpofition, by a na-
tural and powerful inﬂiné’cIé are led to affociate toge-
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ther. No foonerdo men begin to takelibertiesin their
eonduct, than they begio to thun the fociety of good
men ; the prefence of fuch is a reftraint upon them;
their example is a reproof to them, and awakens any
principle of confcience, which yet remains unfubdu-
ed, to reproach and fting them; whereas, in foclety
like themfelves, they are greatly emboldened, by fee-
ing vice prattifed, and by hearing it juftified. Be-
hold the finper, then, with corrupt communication
as well as corrupt inclination! The danger of this
we are waraed of by the apoftle Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 33.
¢ Penot deceived ; evil communpications corruptgood
¢ manoers.” As united fires burn the fiercer and the
firongsr ; {o a finful fociety impraves and grows in
impiety, and every member joins his brother’s pollu-
tion to his own. It is nat eafy to fay, how much
prefane companions are inftrumental in reciprocal-
ly undoing one another. But furely if thofe, other-
wife virtuous, are often in danger of being led a-

way with the error of the wicked, much more muft --

they who are shemfclves fo difpofed, and are every
whit as ready to follow a bad advice or example, as
others are to give it. :

I cannot forbear adding upon this fubjedt, that fe~
rionfly difpofed perfons are as much afraid of the
fociety of loofe perfons,. as they are impatient of
theirs. ‘This makes the feparation flill more com-

plete. And even when they are occafionally joined, .

the fear of cafting their pearls before fwine, who
may trample them under their feet, and turn again
and rent them, often fhuts their mouths, It pre-
vents them from giving that falutary inftrution, and

S N
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wlefis! admonition, which their héart might diQtate, or
the neceffity of the ¢afe might require. I confefs, my
brethren, when 1 confidet the tihfpeakable advanta.
ges for true piety, which arife from the relation, the
company, or the ftiendfhip of eminent Chriftians, 1t
fills the with the décpeft concern for thofe unhappy
perfons, who, by their conda&, und circumftances,
are ncoeffarily deprived of every thing of this kind,
nay, are daily expofed to all the contrary firares, 1
dare fay, not a few in this affembly will bear witnefs,
as 1 defire to do with inward gratitede to €0d,
what infinite Denefit arifes from the fociety of the
excellent ones of the earth; to have been inftruéted
and trained up by pious parents in the fear of God
to have had your lot caft in a family which was 4
houfe of prayer; to have the faithful admonitions
of a truly confcientious friend; and to have the
ddily edifying, reftraining, comforting, animating
example of an eminent Chriftian, d¢ well as a fhare
in his fervent prayers. Nay, I will fay more, th¢
very precious remembrance of fuch, after they have
entered into reft, whether parents, children, friends,
or neighbours, has the nobleft and happieft effe® in
reproving our floth, and ftirring us up to be *fol-
« lowers of them, who, through faith and patience,
¢ do mow inherit the promifes.” How mif:rable thofe
who are wholly ignorant of every fuch privilege!
How deceitful is fin, which daily adminifters the
moft deadly poifon, and, at the very fame time, clg-
fes up the way on every fide, and debars the infefs
¢d viftim from every mean that might conmbutc to
his cure !. .

K2
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(4.) In the next flage, the finner begins to feel the
force of habit and inveterate cuftom. The frequent
" repetition of aéts of fin conftitutes a habit. How
powerful this is, and hard to be overcome, experience
is a daily ftanding proof. We are warned of the
danger of habitual wickedsefs in many paffages of
{cripture, particularly Jer. xii. g. ¢ If thou haft run
¢ with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then
¢ how canft thou contend with horfes? and if, in
¢ the land of peace, whercin thou truftedft, they
¢ wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the fvel-
¢ ling of Jordan? Chap. xiii. 23. Can the Ethio~
¢ pian change his fkin, or the leopard his fpots? then
¢ may ye alfo do good, that are accuftomed to do e-
¢vil” Natire itlelf, in this, as in many other in-
ftances, is full of fpiritval inftru&ion. Habits of
any indifferent kind, when once eftablithed, can
hardly be overcome even by the greateft effort of re-
folution; even any motion of the body, or any par-
ticular word or phrafe in difcourfe, if once they have
taken place by cuftom, are hardly ever liid down.
But, it muft be obferved, that habits of fin are not
only infinitely more hurtful than habits of a coms
mon kind, but they are alfo much more obftinate,
They fall in with the bent and difpofition of cor-
rupt nature ; and, therefore, are like a double cord,
not eafily broken.

Behold then the finner rooted and fettled in an e-
vil way ! Before, it might have been expeéted, that an
awful difpenfation of providence,or the convincing de-
monftration of the word of God, might have had an
effe€t upon him ; but now, though it is ftill poflible; it
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becomes lefs and lefs probable. A tree, whenitis new+
)y planted, may be eafily removed, or may beoverturn«
ed byablaft of wind ; but, whenonceit has fpread its
toots ia the ground, and long kept its pofleffion, the
moft violent tempeft may bend its top a little, busg
cannot fhake its firm foundations, So the finner, that
has been long habituated to wickednefs, and confirm~
ed by a long courfe of time, will ftand even- the
ftorms of afftiction, and, if they do bend his hanghty
fpirit, yet they will not break his ftubborn heart.

1 do ot mean to fet bounds to the almighty power |
and fovereign grace of God. He, no doubt, may, .

and, in fome inftances, has pluckt the moft advanced
finners as brands out of the fire, But thefe inftan.
ces are few and uncommon, for fome of the great
ends of his government. It is not the ordinary way
of his dealing with ws; and he hath fufficiently warn-
ed us againft trofking toit. He hath threatened to
make the finner feel the natural confequence of ob-
ftinacy, by ceafing to ftrive with him, and giving
bim up to the lufts of his own heart.

Tt is an awful, but an ufeful leflon which young
perfons may learn, from what they fee in the world
abour them. Thefe who have been long habi-
tuated to idlenefs, what a hopelefs thing is it to at-
tempt to bring them to apply? Thofe who have
been long habituated to drunkennefs and intempe-
rance, or fenfuality of any kind, we ought not to fay
they are inclined to it, bot they are compelled to it
by the irrefiftible calls of thefe appetites which they
are no longer able to control. All who obferve them,

are fo fenfible of it, that they confider it, as ia vain
4 K3
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to fpeak to them, and think they may juft as well
fpeak to the wind or the florm: nay, we mayoften
perceive the poor unhappy wretches themfelves fen-
fible, in fome meafure, of their captivity, though
unable to break the chains that bind them. Some
drunkards have been known to be filled with the
deepeft vexation, and ready to tear their own fleth,
on refleCtion of their beaftly condition, and yet
drawn, by an irrefiftible force, to the next tempta-
tion-—Nothing can fet in a clearer light the deceit-
fuloefs of fin, than comparing the ftrength of ha-
bits, with the flow and filent manner in which they
ftealon. One fingle a&t of fin feems nothing ; but
one after another imperceptibly ftrengthens the dif-
pofition, and enflaves the unhappy criminal beyond
hope of recovery. ‘

(5.) The next ftage in a finaer s-courfe, is, to lofe
the fenfe of fhame, and fin openly and boldly. Sin
is, in itfelf, a dithonourable thing, which hath, in
many inftances, the teftimony of mankind againftit,
- though their prafice be on its fide. Hence comes
the veil and covering of hypocrify, Moft part of
fins are the works of darknefs, becaufe they fhun the
light. But, when once a finner has come to a cer-
tain degree, he throws off every malk or covering,
and fins in the face of the fun. He no more.{ecks
darknefs for his evil deeds, but walks-as “deftruc-
¢ fion that wafteth at noon-day.’ The obferving
cyes, and cenfuring tongues of men, are, now, 0o
bar in his way; fince the ftrength of inclination and
habit is fuch, that he mult indulge himfelf, he takes
courage, and refufes to be reftrained,
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The prophet Jeremiah mentions it as an evidence
of a high degree of degeneracy in the children of If-.
rael, that many of them had loftail fenfe of fhame, Jer.
vi. 15. ‘ Were they athamed when they had commit-
¢ ted abomination ? nay, they were not at all athamed,
¢ neither could they bluth® therefore they fhall fall
¢ among them that fall : at the time that I vifit them-
* ¢ they fhall be caft down, faith the Lord.” And,
without all queftion, it is an evidence of an uncom-
mon height of impicty, when even natural fhame
is gone; and whoever are in that condition, have
loft a very powerful fence to virtue. So long as
fhame remains, it is a great draw-back upon them in
their licentious pradlices; but, when it is no more,
they are without curb or reftraint, they draw ini-
quity with cords of vanity, and fin, as it were, with
a cart-rope. And that men are paturally carried to
this bold and thamelefs impiety, is evident from.the
very nature of the thing. Repeated als of fin,
which muft be known, offend natural modefty fo
frequently, and accuftom a man o much tohame,
that he lofes the fenfc of it in time altogether, Of
this we have but too many examples. C

(6,) Another ftage in the finner’s progrefs, is, to
harden himfelf fo far, as to fin without remorfe of
confcience. The confcience of a finper, for a loug
time, bears its teftimony againft him, and every out-’
ward indulgence cofts him fome inward uneafinefs;
but, after he hath given himfelf over to abandoned
wickednefs, it frequently ceafes its reproof. This
vi€tory he may obtain two different ways: 1. The
cafielt and fpeedielt way is by hearkening to loale
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principles. Thefe, at once, fet the mind 2t eafe, and
blunt the reproofs of confcience. But of this I have
fpoken on a former head. 2. The other way is prac-
tical. The frequent repetition of atrocious crines
ftupifies the confctence. They, as it were, weary it
out, and drive it to defpair. Itis much the fame with
the monitor in onr own breaft, and any friend who
has a concern for another; if he finds that inftruc-
tion, admonition, reproach, are all in vain, he, at
laft, loofens the reins, and fuffers him to take his
courfe. Now, what muft be the condition of a man,
who has out-finned even his confcience itfelf? he
muft furely be kept within no bounds, but trinmph
in his miferable conqueft. The apoftle Paul tells
us, 1 Tim. iv. 2. of fome who are guilty of ¢ fpeak-
¢ ing lies in hypocnfy, having their conf{cience feared
“ with a hot iron.” And thus defcribes the condic
‘tion of fome finners, Eph. iv. 19. ¢ Who “being paft
¢ fecling, have given themfelves over unto lafciviouf-
¢ nefs, to work all uncleannefs with greedinefs.” Per-
.haps, it may be thought fome degree of comfort to a
finner to have overcome his confcience, fo that heisno
more harraffed with its reproofs. Butconfider, I pray
‘you, that all that he hereby gains, is only to be a it~
tle farther out of the way of recovery, a little nearer
to deftru€@ion, What avails it, that he has rendered
himfelf infenfible of his danger? This will neicher
fcreen him from it, nor make it lighter when ir falls,
There is fomething, on the contrary, extremely ter-
rible in the condition of that man who is infenfible
of the judgment a-waiting him, and ftill going on,
$ill he lift up bis eyes in rorments that thall neves
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have an end. But, before this, he has frequently
fome further ftéps to go. Having finithed his chas
ra&ter, he proceeds to finifth his work ; and, there-
fore, in the

(7.) Place, Improved finners often come to boaft
and glory of their wnckedneﬁs It is fomething to
be above fhame; butit is‘'more ftill to glory in wick-
ednefs, and efteem it honourable. Hear what the a-
poftle Paul fays of fuch, Phil. iii. 18, 19. ¢For
¢ many walk, of whom I have told you often, and
¢ now tell you even weeping, that they are the ene-
¢ mies of the crofs of Chrift, whofe end is deftruc-
¢ tion, whofe God is their belly, and whofe glory isin
¢ their thame, who mind earthly things.” How many
are there who have ftudied to excel each other in
the glorious arts of debauchery and riot, and then
proclaim their own praifes upon the fubject ? How.
dreadful and how pernicious acharater! for it isne-
ver feparated from its counterpart, defpifing and re-
proaching true religion, and a {tedfaft adherence to
its'laws. It gives me great concern to fay, that there
is fo much pains taken amongft us, to give counte-
nance to profanity; fothatit requires 0o {mall mea-
fure of courage and refolution not to be athamed of
our Mafter’s crofs. To what height of wickednefs
are thofe arrived, who have thus inverted the natu-
ral order of things, have maftered their own Judg-
meant, and turned their reafon upfide down. Glori-
ous ambition indecd ! to have made fuch a progrefs
downward toward the brute creation, both as to
their bodily appetites and the fentiments of their
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fainds. There rcmameth but one ftep more for them
to take, viz.

" (8.) Not to be content with being wicked them-
felves, but to ufe all their art and influence to make
others fo too. ‘This is to be zealous in finning, and
indoftrioufly to promote the intereft of the infernal
caufe. How often do we find thofe who have ao fear
of God before theit own eyes, ufe their utmoft en«
deavours to extinguifh it in others, to langh down
the qualms of their confciences, and break any re- -
lu€ance they may feem “to have at running to the
fame excefs of riot with themftlves? Some are fo
¢éminent this way that they refemble the Pharifees
who ¢compaffed fea and land to make one profelyte,”
and when they had made him, they made him ¢ two-
¢ fold more the child of hell than themfelves.” So wilt
zealots in vice, compafs fea and land to make a pro-~
felyte to the devil. It is hard to tell to what we
fhould attribute this extraordinary conduét. Is it
that they are really perfuaded they have made a wife
¢hoice, and out of their great generofity and affec-
tion to their brethren are willing to make them part-
fiers of their joy? ‘This I am afraid will hardly
be believed by any reafonable man. Itis more prob-
dble, that as they refemble in many other refpeéts
their father the devil, {o they refemble him alfo in
- mnalice, - going about like roaring lions, fecking
¢ whom they may devour.” They already begin to
feel their mifery by fin, and defire to bring as many
as poffible into the fame condition, as a wretched
(and indeed miftaken) fource of confolation in their
future wo.
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And now to clofe the fcene, thofe who have thas
* far hardened themfelves fhall be given up.-of God
to judicial blindnefs of mind, and hardnefs of heart.
‘When this feqtence takes place, they are incapable
of mercy, and marked out as veflels of wraih, fitted
to deftru€tion. That God fometimes, in his righte-
ous judgment, lays the fioner under this awful fen-
~ tence, is evident from the following paffages of fcrips
ture, 1fa, vi. 10. “Make the heart of this people fat, -
¢ and make their cars heavy, and fhat their eyes:
¢ left they fee with their eyes, and hear with theip
¢ ears, and underftand with their heart, and converr,
¢ apd be healed. John xii. 39, 40. Therefore they
¢ could pot believe, becaule that Efaias faid again,
¢ he hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their
¢ heart; that they fhould not fee with their eyes,
¢ nor underftand with their heart, and be converted,
¢ and I (hquld heal them, Rom. i. 28. And even as
¢ they did not like to retain God in their knowledge,
¢ God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to da
¢ thofe things which are not convenient.’ 2 Thefl,
.11, 12, € And for this caufe God fhall fend them .
¢ firong delufions, that they (hould believe a lie; that
¢ they all might be danmed, who believed not the:
¢ truth, but had pleafure in unrighteoufnefs.” This
is always a confequence of their former obftinacy.
As they defpife and trample upan his mercy, he gives
them over to themfelves and the mafters they have
chofen ; he finithes the day of his patience and long-
fuffering, and devotes them to the judgment they
deferve,
And now, my brethren, view (and view it with
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terror 1) the dreadful confequence of the deceitful-
nefs of fin, and by what fatal fteps it leads on to that
hardnefs of heart which is a fure prelude of eternal
mifery. Who that ventures upon the practice of fin,
ever intends to go fo far? They mean only to take
a fhort trial of the pleafures of vice; but it gains
- upon them infenfibly, and fixes ‘its hold ftill fafter
and fafter, till they are its ablolute {laves. I fhall
conclude this illuftration of the deceitfulnefs of fin
with obferving, that there is an exa& correfpondence
between the progrefs of a faint in holinefs and meet-
pefs for heaven, and the progrefs of a wicked man
in fin, and his growing fitnefs and preparation for
hell. A new convert finds it hard at firft to feparate
_ kimfelf from his fins, and confine himfelf within'the
.bounds of duty: he has fome relenting thought to-
wards his'lufts, as old companions from which he is
to part for.ever. Juft fo a young and unexperienced
Goner finds fome reluctance at fin, fome uneafinefs
from the challenges of confcience, and painful fore-
bodings of his unknown future fate.—A good man
after walking fome time in the paths of virtue finds
the way become fmoother and eaficr, and ferves God
with greater conftancy, and with greater pleafure.
Juft fo the finner finds it more eafy, through time,
to violate his confcience, does it more frequently,
and with lefs remorfe.— A good man foon affociates
himfelf with the excellent ones of the earth, he is
inftru@ed by their converfation, emboldened by
their example, and affifted by their prayers. Juft fo
the finner foon finds, or is found out by thofe who
are like him in inclination ; they join in confederacy,
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adopt-each athers principles, and follow: eath others
praftice.~——A good man io tigre is thoroughily con-
fiemed, <bdcomeb pofielt-of a: prevailing love to,God
and botinglss {0 that it is hisvety natune, his delighs,
aswell asduty. Joft fo the finder,in procef(s of time,
fis governed by his lofts; they acquive that authori-
«ty over him that they,do oot folicit but demand in-
.dolgénce.~~Agood mat is fortified in bis chaics,
und delpifes the fmies -and frowas of a corrupt
widrld: ‘Juft.fo the finder lays afide fhame, and fays,
:nay bet:1 wiit do that which hath proceeded out-of
‘my mrouth.—A good man is filled with concern
for tha intereft.of religion. Jult fo the finner efpon-
des the-caufe of prophanity, will plead.it in his con-
verfation, and ftredgthen it with his fobftance—1In
-finé, a'good man is at laft raifed above the weorld,
shis heirt is in heaven, and he longs to be. carried
-there. Juft fo the fiuner fills up the meafure of his
-iniqnity; the infernal paffions take pofleflion of the
- whaleman, he wearies of thé earth for the few good
:miren that bre in it, and is filly prepared for the lan-
gmge of: blafphcmy and de.ﬁmlr

. II I proo:cd now to the fecond gennml head
+which was to confider, the duty which is fopaded
»By the apoftle on the deceitfuloefs of fin, viz. mut-
-ual exhortation, Exhort one ansther daily, while it is
.called, ta day : This I (ball do by fame reflexions on
the three following particulars, 1{t, The perfons who
.are obliged to exhort others. 2dly, The feafon in
avhich d-us duty is ta be perfoxmed And, 3dly, The
. L



122 TPhe deceitfulnefs of fin. Ser. 4.
wnanwer in which it is to be performed, if we- hope
26 Yo it with facces,

- 2. As to the perfons who a-eabhgedeoetht
others. It feems in this paffage to. be haid vpon Chrif-
tians in general, without any exception, exhart onme
‘another; and there is little doubt that it may and
‘oaght to be underflood in the greateft latitude. This
is perfeétly confonunt to the fpirit of true religioh, -
to our relation one to another, and to the conflant

Jnnguage both of the Old and New Teltament. The
two great branches.df pratical religion, the heads
‘of the two tables of the moral law, are love-to God
-tiad 'love toupan; and:as our love 10 man ovght to
take its 1ife from our love to God, o there cin be
no-expreflion of it thort oatural, o more necellary,
thaa an endeavour to warn them of the deceitful aa-
ture and dangerous confequences of fin. * This is a
duty which is founded with the highelt propriety
-ott the deceitfuinefs of fin, For as it delades the fin-
-ner himfelf oftet in aa infenfible manner, others may
be fuppofed to obferve his condition, and to fee the
impofition more clearly, and are therefore obliged,
by the diftates both of humanity and- piety,  to a-
waken him as it were from his lethargy, and admo-
nifth him of his danger. Oh, my brethren ! confider
how clear and_unqueftionable this duty appears i
common matters. Suppofe any man were to oblerve
-an apartmeat on fire, and know of feverak perfoas
fleeping over it, ornear it, in fecurity, when a few
‘moments delay would wrap them in the flames,
what a moafter of injuftice and barbarity would ke
be reckoned, if he did not give them immediate no-
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tlee, that they might flec from the dasger. 1s the

dnger- of fin lefs real? Is il tertible? Joft the
contrary. The'loft of fubflaace, or the lofs of life,
by fire in our dwellings, is not once to be compar-
ed with having foul and bodyforcvcr tormented in
the fire'of hell, )

Agreeablyt vo this, we find frequent meation of
this duty both fin therOld and New Teftament. It
is a preteprin she Luvitizal law, Lev. xix. 17. ¢ Thow
¢ fhalt a6t hate thy brother in.thing heart ; thon fbalt
« in.sny wife rebuke thy neighbour, and not fufiee
¢ fin upon him. Prov. ix. & 5 ~~Rebukea wife man,

"¢ anid’ he will love thee; . Phik il 4. Lok oot evexp

<man on his own:things, bat every man alfe on the

¢ thiﬁgs of others. Heb. x. 24. And ket ua confider
¢ one another to provoke uato love, and ta gond:
«. works.’

There is no doubt at the ﬁame time, -that this
duty; however general, ties with peculiar and heas.
vier obligations on fome than on others, and varies:
a Tietho according to the different relations we- ftand
in to one another. You wiil eafily be fenfible how.
much it is the duty of thofe.who have the miniftry
of reconclliation committed ta them, who are en-
srufled with: the charge of precious fauls, to be ur-:
gent'and carneft in their exhortitions, to all with»
out exception ; to be at all proper pains to fit them-
fedees for awakening the attention, enlightening

- the underflanding, and conviocing the confCicaces:

of their hoarers. It is their duty to do what in them

" Hey, to-trace the. fubti] workiags and windings of

the human heart, and to know the depths of Satan,
La
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a8 the feriptore éxprefles -it,. to declare the whole,
counfel of God, and kesp batk pothing that is pro-,
fitable for their bearers. * It is not to. be:denied thae
you ought to hear them with patietice and attesti=
on; that thay have a right to fpeak with freedom.
and boldnefs to perfons of every raok atd characters
and: that there ought to Bk a-particular fire apd edge
il their exhortations, fiece'they -wasch for yous - fouu
8 thofe who muft give an acconnt wato'Ged. -

: There is alfo a paiticolar obligation upon ﬁlpm-*
ors-of all forts, whether i office, as magifivates; in-
fation, as perfons of wealth and opulener ; in years, 3
thofe whomi time and extpérience thovdd have enriched
with folid wifdom ;. in- relation; as.peres}d agd:maf>
ters of families, to be'frequedt-in exhorisg othess,’
and warning them of the deceitfulnefs of fin. It is
laid upon them, and expefted: of them, that they
fhould riet livé to thiemfelves, -that they thould po¥
fatisfyi themfelves with exa@ing and lookjng for the.
refpectiand deference which is their due; bux, thet
they ought to exert themfélves, .in giving-ufefej.in-
firu&ion or falutary adtapitjon to_all; who-are with~"
in their fphere. Is fin fo deceitful? Are the whwary:
and ignorant {o afily.mifled; and forkardly. reconeid~
ed? Then fusely thiewho-onght to cxcel bihers
in knowledge, thaald-be careful, to, itnpart it for:the:
benefit of the weak. Undoubtedly, my brethron, it
is not only a Chriftian, but a noble and-amigble cha~
raler, for thofe who are exalted -above opliers,
be fidl-of compdflion-to- their inferiors, and’ inf their.
whole oonverﬁmon b:eathmg a dcfu‘e a&cr their fp’
mualgond. St L L L.
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Buy it is-alo plainly a part of Chriftian fricndfhip,
even for eqnals to exhert one another, and kindly to
communicate their mutnal experience in the fpiritual
life. ¢ The lips of the righteous (we are told by,
¢ Solomon) feed many.’ O how rare qnd difficult a
duty ! But wherefore thould it be gither difficult or
rage? The Love of God leads tait. The flate of
your brethyen requires it. And furely it is neither
uapleafant nor hurtful to him that performsit. [am
fenfible where the difficulty lics. We fuppofe there
are few who will hear it with patience, or receive it
"with profit, Alas! my brethren, it is too true, we
hear, on all hands, complaints, that people will not
take advice; that they are but offended, inftead of
being reformed. Perhaps, indeed, this isas much ow-
ing 10 the manner of giving, as ta the backwardnefs
of receiving counfel. Howerer, we fhall allow the
objettion ; and, fince the duty is mutual, I hope it
will not be reckoned wandering from the fubje&t, if
1 befeech you to fubmit to one anothers exhortation, -
We all ftand in need of it; we may all be the better
for it. What though it be admianiftred imprudent-
1y or harthly for the manner ; nay, though it may
flow from eavy, pride, or malice, as the principle;
you will lofe nothing by hearkening to the counfel ?
1 do not remember any thing recorded more truly
glorions for a monarch, than what we are told of
- Philip of Macedon, that he heard reproofs not only
with patience, but with pleafure: andIam fure, there
# nothing more like a Chriftian, thaa to profit, not
only by the admonitions of friends, but by the re-
qroaches of eacwies. _l;‘ they are juft, reform what
-3
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isamifs; if they are probable, abftain from the appear-
ance of evil: if they are neither: the one nor the o»
ther, fubmit to them" with panence, asa part of tbe
will of God.

2. I come now to confider the fcafon in which thé
duty of mutual exhortation is to be performed EBx-
bort one another daily, while it is called) to-day -By
which” we are to underﬁand, that -it-is to be
done frequently, and without delay.- This, my
brethren, will perfe@tly accommodate- the fobjeét
of this difcourfe to our prefent fituation, when en-
tering on another year. We have many admeni-
tions of the quick paffage of time; and all thefe ferve
to enforce the exhortation of the wife man, Ecclef.
ix. 10. ¢ Whatfoevcr thy hand findeth to do, do it -
¢ with thy might; for there is no-werk, nor device,
¢ nor knowledge, nor wifdom, in the e grave, whither
. “thou goeft.” 1f any hearer has received a convic-
tion of the deceitfolnefs of fin, or the duty of mu-
tual exhortation, he ought ferioufly to confider, that
the prefent timeonly ishis; thathe knoweth not what
adayor a night may bring forth ; and that delaying or
- poftponing what he'may do at prefent, is at the pof-
fible or-probable hazard of its being left undone for
ever. 1befeech you, my brethren, to make this ofe
of the commencement of another year, Thére is no
difference, in one fenfe, betwecn one -day and’sno-
ther, as much of life is fpem and as much of onr
dymg frame is wafted in one day as in another ; but
our computation and reckonmg of revolving years,
by the principal feafons, only helps us to mark the
conftant, though filent paffage.of time, .which, liks




Ser. 4. The deceitfulass of fir g
a flowing river, is bearing us all down into the ocemn
of eternity. Has any of us then a relation, friend,
*or child, to whofe eternal intereft-he defires, or fees
‘it to be his'duty to contribute ¥ let hii be fpeedy zad
diligent, whather'by iaftra&ion, ‘sdmionition, exam-
-ple, or evenprayer : you know not how fhort a time
the opportinity-thay-lit. By and by all thefe reld-
-tiGns-hall be diffolved, How many who were with
us laft year are now flgeping in the duf} ; thejr ftate
dgreyocably ‘fixed for. éternity, cither entered jpto
reff, and happy in their Redecmer’s prefente, or, ro-
ferveid in chains of darknefs, and Joaking: forward,
with defpair and terror, to the general judgment. No
-watning of the deceitfulnefs of fin there ;- they knaw
3¢, and fedl ir, in-inwiard reproach, and -everlafling
felf-condemnation. . No preaching of- the gofpsl
Ahere; no hope: of recavery, or place for repent-
ance there: fo that ‘'we may -jullly addrefs every
hegrer of the gofpel, in the words of the apoltle Paul,
2 Cor, vi. 1, 2. ¢ We then, as workers together with
¢ him, befeech you alfp, that you.reccive not the
¢ grace of God in vaia. For, he faith," I have heard
* theeia a time accepied, 20d in the day of. falvpuon
¢ have I fuccoumre thee: behold, now is the accepted
¢ time ; behold, now is the day. of falvation.” . ...
1 fhall only add, that the deccitfulnefs of fip, and
- the, precarioufnefs of time, are confiderationg which
ferve. greatly o ftrengthen one another. .Ag time
.waltes, .the finper hardens ; not ealy is the feafon
. pafling away, but the work is becomiog fill more
difficult, and, at laft, as I have fhown before, in the
gourfe.of nature; and by the appomtmem of God,
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totally impoffible. It is the danger of a havdened
ftate, that the Apoftle urges; particularly in this
paflage, as the argumeat:to diligence, But exhore
one another daily, while:it is caled, torday ;. kft any
of you be hardened .thringh .the deceltfulnefs of fin.
And, indeed, elfowhere,iwe ave canoned againfl de-
lay, for the fame reafon. Thus, in Pl xcv. 7, &.
which is cited a few verfes after the text, ¢ ~—To-
¢ day, if ye will hmhisamoc, harden not yoor heare,
% a5 in the provocation, - aud as.in ‘the day of mnp»
‘ tatlon in the wildernefs,: .

3. Let us confider the manaer in wlmh t&u X~
hortation muft be given, if we hope to do it with
fuccefs. And, herg, I muft acknowledge, there is fo
great a variety of cafes, that it would be extremely
“difficult, or almoft impaffible, diflinéily, to eanme-
‘rate themall, and give-the difforent dire@ions that
are fuited to each; there muft'be a great difference
in the manner, according to the end propofed. Su-
-periors of all forts, magiflrates, minifters, and heads
‘of families, may, and eught to reprove, both with
‘authority and fevcmy, becaufe the end is not fingly
‘the reformation of an individeal, but the preferva-
‘tion of others, and the general godM: nay, even pri-
- vate Chriftians may often be called to repiove, in
much the fame manner as a publick teftimony of
‘their abhorfence of fin: they may have it, chiefly,
in view, to fave or edify the by-ftanders, by refating
“the calumnies of an enemy, bearing déwn triumph-
ant wickednefs, or difgracing an open faftor for the
denl

But as F-reckon the pafage of fcriptare; which ig
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the fubjaCt.of my difgonsfe; hagam eyd, chiefly, ta
brotherly: admdpision,. for .the:benefit.of: . the: perforr
concerped; I'thall jufl mention fodge of themoft im~
porfant: dure&noas for: doing it with. fucels... T hcib
ftiall be both. segative and pofitive,. :

-+ 1ff, Yomonght natito repravé.at an- uncertamty,
upon bire remoer :add.. fwfpiciom. . This is wihat
many: peoplé:-hime dane, anid thexeby have,:in 2 freav
sbeafure, boft-alk_she:‘pains they have: beflgwed.:
Where men are reproved in the wrong place, or for
what they either are;pot guilty of, or are much lefs
guilty than is foppofed! itfidn puts: them upop felf
jﬁﬂiﬁm&ﬁ&hm &Hem-’ngaitﬁk'dl veproof fols

bads\&mmen AT PET IR RS U U SR SR |
- 4dly. It eughs nat te- be dope when the offending
pufon.as jn.an ill.temper to-reqeive it.  Though nox
time aught to:bd lofk.in deing what good we: can .to
anr neighbdun, : efpecially. toi the precious foul ;. yev
it.is worfe than!lofing tithe to atjempt.it; whon hejid
ipa-difpoludon: to. rejet in: for.exdmple, itds ufdal?
ly: ioopropen prtfently: afsercthe.fip is tommitted, bew
canfethenshe hait ismqu,over, nor the yproar of the
Raifions.aad affetions appealed. Many.a, domefiick
reproofcis vhrown away-in;this. menpsay- Porhepsra
hufband_ gomes home dilordeted in liquor, and fxa

_ wife mepishim. with a, furly-countepance, -and. re«

proachful lagpages the offepce is tao recandy taken
by her .to-fpeak with mecknefs; and the-provacation
togi. ¢oeptly. given. by bim 'tq hicar: withi patjencs:.
hence diflenfipns.sad quanrels arife; and,. parhaps.
he is hurdened fio hig fip, by thinking he¢ bath great-
o capfe ko be difpleatcd widi his wife, for the fro-
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wardiiefs. of ber temper, than ik has toibesdifpleafed
with him for his intemperance..: Ou- the other. hand, -
it is not improbable, that, by waiting tll the retarmn
of calmuefs and refle€tion, the fin may be fetinfuch
a light, as to carry convition to the confcience, and,.
by the blefling of God, prove themeans of reforma-
tian, .Many are the admirabls remarke 0f Sslomon
on this dand the like:fibjelisy 'pardculddy, Prov.:
. Xv. 23..¢A ward fpoken in dme feafon, how" good
“isicl’

3&)«, We are not tqrepron thofe whom wa havo
reafon to .belevs ‘tpibe fuch defiscrate wretches,.
that they wouldbe bue:the meve - exafperated, -and:.
fin in the more daring manner, on-atcosat of the
reproof, Tothefe it would be no adt bf love and cha-
rity; s it would provoke them- to: dithonour God
flill. more highly, and {o keap flill. heavier Joads of
wyath and vengesnce on the¢ir owp*heads. It.isa
faying of Augufline; on¢ of the: fatherst ¢ If we,’
< theyefote abftain from :admonithing wicked :men, "
« Becaufe the fealon dees not: folffer'it,” or, we: fear,
¢ they may:become worfe by it, that feems to be
"#4 the covnfeliof -eharity.” . -And, alas!-how many
are:thers, ' who,. when : tboy ‘are. reproved.-for- their
fins,; iough- Wiry-juftly, ave prefRuty kindled intoa.
rage, fall o blafpheming.and railing: a¢ picty, and alk
- that profefs it, and feem-more confirmed tham aver’
i’ thelr hatred ard oppofitionto it. 'Therefore we
arcexprefsly warned of the dangep of -this by Solo«
man, Piov, ix.iy.- ¢-He thet' reproveth. a foorner,-

« gettetls to himfelf Mhante; and he:that rdbuketh a
¢ wicked man, getteth himfelf a blet,’ :And, to the
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fame. purpofe, our blefled Saviour, Matth, vii. 6,
¢ Give ngt ghat which is~holy‘unt0'the.do'gs. neither
¢ caft ye your pearls before fwine, et they trample
¢ them-under their foctand turg dgain and rent you,’
On the ather hand, pofitively, whea' reproof or ex-
. Hortation are admiaiftred, ) <
. .1, Tt thouid be made appear, as much as polfible,
£ Bow from love-and affe®ion as irs principle, . ¢
is plain-iiat this nglﬁ(to;bbitspﬁnéiplc,‘ in order
% its being.a duty naceptabie to God ;' and ’thera
will bie leetle hepe of itsfaccetb withi men, urilefs this
appear to-their cotvidtion... t. would, indeed,. ba
greater pesfetion’to iprofit by the malicious invec.
tives of enethica;- but every body will"allow, that is
-not ordmarily.tabé expedbedi; for this vehfon, alloft
téntationtnd vain-glery is carefully’to- be avoided,
and every thing thit may look likeonly affectiag fu.
-periorky ; -for the fame reafon, it fhauld, .in alf of.
dinary cafes, bedone in as fecret 2 munner ‘a5 ¢ip.
comflhaces will permit it The cafe of publick of.
fences, 10.be fore, moft b2 excepted ; concern.
ing' which ive are told, “Them that' fin, re.
¢ bake before all, that others alfo may fear.’ But,
in other cafes, not-only of private injury, but of
private 6ns, the rule of our Saviour is to-be obferv.
ed; Magth. x¥iti. 15, < ~If thy brother hall trefs

" ¢ pafs.agaialt-thee, go-and tell him his funlt.between
¢ thee and him alane; if: he (hall hear theé, ¢hon
¢ haft gained thy. brether.” I cannot fuy all that
might be fuid on this fubjeft; but nothing can be
of greater importance, than, if poffible, to how that
it flows fromi love; for, where the-offender is truly
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coovinecd of this, even thongh he fhould.bot be re-
formed, it is very: feldom that <he is “difpleafed.
;Thcmfotc, B . ¢S . :.'!: .‘.\'-':'
2dly,.As it oughti10 flow from'love as -the prin-
ciple, fo it qught to be 'conduéted with mecknefs ia
the manner. No railing or.reviling expreffions, which
will ook like the wonnds of ‘aa enemy, to defttoy,
and pot the balm of 2 phryficiasi to cuire. . Theréfore
thie Apb&le. gives ps advics, Fu e following terms,
Gal. vi. 1. “Brethren, if.a man be'overtaken in a faul,
# ye iwhich are fpirltual, reftoreTuchan one in the fpi-
« 1it of méeknefss, confidering. thpfelf, left thou alfo
¢ be tempted.” - ThisJaft expreflion gives an inimi-
-table;beauty to-the apoftelick conafel. :'Our own
fing Mould-AlIF us:with ‘compaffion as ‘much as re-
pefeatment againlt finaers; and thoald make us take
the fame gentle methods with others that we would
wifh tobe taken with curfelves, if. we:were in their
condition, We are of the fame natare, liable to the
‘fame temptations, and; if ldft of God, may eafily fall
into the fame- mifcarddges. Befides,: as it i3 moft
fuitable to our ftate ard chara@er, fo'it is mof like-
ly to have a proper effe€t. Meek and gentle admo-
‘nitions will penetrate the heart, when rough and cla-’
morous reproofs will be rejected aud defpifed. Thus
Solomon' fays; Prov. xx¥-15 ¥ :By-long iforbear~
¢ ing is a prince-perfuaded, and a foft tongue break-_
¢ eth the'bone. - Aad, Chap: xv. 1. A foft anfwer
« turneth,away- wrath, but grievous words ftir up
fapger’ . . - . ' .
1 3dly, Reproof thonld -be given with.fome degree
" of 2¢al a8 welbasmieknels; we Grould avold theex-
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treme of remifine(s as well as feverity, * A flighe
‘cardlefs reproof is often worfe than none; for it is
ready to make the offender think lightly of his own
offence. - There muft, therefore, be fuch evident
‘weight and concern of fpirlt, as may’ ferve to evi-
dence as well his danger as your own love. For
this reafon, I beg leave to obferve, that fpeaking in
a way of jeft, and merriment, on fins of an atrocie
ous nature is deeply criminal, and highly pernicioys.
Solomon tells-us, *Fools make a mock at fin.' Tho’
@ turn to raillery and pledfantoefs' of temper is rec
dkoned a very harmlefs as well as agreeable difpofi-
tion; - yet great care ought to be taken of the fub-
Je&son which it is exercifed. It is only fmaller
‘wedknefles-that ought to be treated in this manner,
§ins againft:God fhould be treated with-a 'gravity
and ferioufilefs from the impottance of .theit nature
and effects; I (hall give an mftance of this. Swearing,
"and taking the name of Ged in vain, is fometimes ri-
diculed, inftead of being reproved. This feldom has
a good effet. The crime is éf fo atrocious a nature,
‘and f dire® an affavlt upon the mqeﬁy of God;,
that it ought not'to be treated lightly, as only a
fmall indecorum, or breach of good manrers. It
‘ought, indeed, to be defpifed for its folly; but,
at the fame time, it ought to be deeply abhorred foi'
its guile,
"+ 4thly, In the laft placs. In admondhingonem
ther forcparticudar fins, we thould ftill keep in view
. thefourceof all fin, a polluted niture; and the great
dgngu of the finner, ‘a3 in a finful ftate. Though
particular mifcarriages m;z give the occafion, it is of
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finall moment to convince them of the folly of fuch
or fuch a practice, unlefs you poiat out to them the
oeceflity of repentance, in general, wpon evangelical
principles. 1have rarelyfeen that any arguments
were fuficient to reform a finger of apy particplar
fault he was once addited-to, but thofe drawn from
eternlty, and the awful effets of the difpleafore of a
holy God. Prefent inconveniencies, however great,
foani lofe theit éffeét, dnd are quite unequal to com-
bat a vitious inclination, or wreftle with the power
of habit. But, though it were atherwife; what a
{ma]l matter is it ta ¢ire a man of being a drunkard,
or a fwearer, or a whoremonger, if flill you leave
hnm a {lsve to fin, upon the whple, a fervant of the

to tbc final con{kqncnces of fin, that th¢ Apoﬁlc re

rommetids mutnal exhortation in this paflage, Fa-
Kart ome ancther daily, whike.it is talled, te-day; kft

any of yau be bardened through the deceitfulnefi of

fin. Would you, therefore, adthonith any perfon
1o his real ptofit? make ufe of particnlars, to con-
yince him of the evil of all fin, a8 fuch, and its power
and influence over him by nature. When yon re»
prove him for any fault he has committed, thew him
the decéitfulnefs of fin, and where, if he do not
fpeedily fiop, he will be landed at Jaft. Let his eter-
nal ftate be the motive that urges you to the duty,
and let the fairie-gréat confideration be madé ufe of
10 carry home the inftruétion wlth powe: aud &fii-
tacy upon his beart, -

- sthly, In the laft place. Let tho& who would ac-
‘quit themlelves of this duty, in a proper manner, be

l
N
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pmacularly watchful and circumfpe&t in their own
eondu®. It is evident, that nothing can be more
wnfuitable, than for thofe, who take vpon them to
admonih others, to be grofily and vifibly blameabl¢
themfelves. It is, indeed, {d intolerable, that no-
body can bear their inftru@tions with patience. You
_khow, from daily. experience, that recrimination is
the firft thing to 'which thofe whoare reprehended
betake themfelves. The momest they are challenged,
the reply is ready, Why, you yourfelf, do fo and fo,
pethaps, worfe, So prone are they to this, that
many times they will upbraid men with jnnocent or
lawful things, as if they were faults, to cover their
own guilty prattice. Now, if this is the cale, how
much more hurtful muft it be for thofe, who reprove
others, to be really liable to juft accufation thems
felves, and, perhaps, upon the fame fobjet ? Thered
fore our Saviour fays, with the greate(t ftrength and
propriety, Luke vi. 41, 42. * And why beholdeft
¢ thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but per-
« ceiveft ot the beam that is in thine own eye? Ei-
¢.ther, how canft thou fay to thy brother, Brother, let
¢ me pull out the mote thatisin thineeye, when thou,
¢ thyflf; beholdeft not the beam that isin thine own

_ ¢ eye? Thou hypoerite, caft out firft the beam out
¢ of thine own eye, and then fhalt thou fee clearly
*to pull out the mote that is in thy brother’s eye 2*
Perhaps, my brethren, fome of you are faying with-
in yourfelves: Alas! you have now deftroyed the
whole effo of ‘what has been ‘urged, at fo great
length on the duty of mutual exhortation ; for where
¥ the map Mwwhhoh? fin to reprove his ncxgh-

2



136 The deceitfulnefs of fin. Ser. 4+
bour? My brethren, no doubt we have allfuch fail--
ings, as ought to make us do it with mecknefs and.
felf-denial; yet, furely, we both may and ought to
walk {o circumfpeftly, as not to be juftly liable to
beavy accufations. . Thoagh there is no holding of
intemperate tongues, yet, furely, there is fuch a thing'
asa converfation becoming the gofpel, which will en-
itle the fervant of Chuift to appear with fome mea-
fure of courage in his mafter’s caufe ; nay, and fuch
an habitual love of mankind, as may fometimes o-
pen their ears to his falutary counfel,  And, belieye,
it, thofe who begin to make confcience of thejr duty.
to their neighbour, either. in a family, ot a wider
fphere, will find its powerful and happy influence as
a reftraint upo their own conduét. They will be na~
turally led to double their diligence, left their exam-
ple thould, unhappily, fruftrate the effe&t of theit
reproofs,—One particular more 1 muft add, that
the next thing to being always in the right, is to be
humble, and ready to confefs when you have been
in the wrong. Thisalfo is a fcripture precept, James
v. 16. ¢ Confefs your faults one to-another, and prap
¢ one for another, that ye may be healed.” Iam
perfuaded that few things would add greater weight
to any perfon’s admouitions, than his being willing
to confefs, and ready to amend, any thing that was
pointed out to him as blame'\ble in his own con~’
duét. A P
_ 1 come now, in the laft place, to make fome prac-
tical application of what has been faid,  And,
- 1.From what bas been faid, you may fee the great

.
*



- Ser. 4. The deceitfisk/s of Jin. 137
eorruption and depravity of our natuse. I look up-
:on it 45 of great mowent to heve a deep and grow-
Jng convittion of 1his truth, It is the language of
Jcripeure, it is the language of experience, apd it is
the patent of humility, I qbfeyved, in the beginning
of wy difcourfe on. this ﬂlb]e(& and it appears from
every thing that has been faid upon it, that the der
<citfulnafs of fin is but anothey expreffion for the
ueachgry of the humaa heart. In vaia would the
objects of fin appear before us; ia vain would Satan
and his emiffaries prefent their folicitations, if our
own inclioatien did not plead powerfully in their fa-
vour. To be deeply convinced of this, will lead to
the exercife of penitense, and to {elf-denial, which is
the beft mean of ourfupport and prefervation. If
the deceitfalnefs of fin lies chiefly in ourfelves, that
man will guard agaiaft it in the moft effetual man-
ner, who has learned to fear himflf as his own great-
cft encmey.

2. From what bas been faid,, let us be led to firict-
wels and. frcquency in felf-examination, If fin is for
deeeatful, it may eafily Jurk unobferved. Self-know-
ledge is a ftudy o%‘: great difficulty as importance.
You have heard what artful difguifes fin-puts on, and
thow dresdfully fome have been led aftray. The very

_ hefk dytics may be polluted by finful motives, and
the wery worft things may be done by aa erring con-
fcience, of which we may joftly fay, with our Saviour,
Matth. vi. 23. ‘—If therefore thelight thatis ia thee
¢ be darknefs, how great is that darknefs ! * The old
hesthen precept, * Know thiylelf,” was reckoned for
excclicnta faying, that g;q fuppofed it to be a reve--
3
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‘htion from: Heaven. - And, in the holy feriptures,
+we have many exhortations to felf-examination. I
fhall only meation that of the-apoftle Paul, 2 Cor.
xiil. §. ¢ Examine yourfelves, whether ye be in the
¢ faith; prove your own felves: know ye not your
“ own felves, how that Jefus Chrift is in you, except
© ye be reprobates 2* Nay, after all our pains to exa~
snine ourfelves, there onght ‘to: remain facly a fufpi
cion of our own treachery, as fhould make usintrear,
humbly and earneftly, the more impartial trial of a

heart: fearching God, Pfal. xix. 12. * Who can une

¢ derftand his errors? Cleanfe thou' me from fecret

* faults, Pfal. cxxxix. 23, 24. Searclrme, O God?

* and know my heart: try me, and know my thoaghts:
* and fee if there be any wicked way in'me, and leaa

' ¢ me in the way everlafting.’

3. From what hatl been faid, let me Bcfeech' alt

but efpecially young perfons, to beware of the begind
nings of fin, It may be faid of fin, in general, as Sos
Tomon fays of ftrife, the Beginning of it is like the
< letting out of water.” Beware of all that diftourf
which tends to give you flight thoughts of any fin:
Sometimes men confider fins as figatl fins, and there-
fore tolerable. Many parents have thought it wrong

to check their children for-the folties and levities of

youth, and have found, to their melancholy experis

ence, that when follies had beeri fuffered to ripeains

to crimes, they had-taken toodeep hold to be rooted
up. Many make light of fin by comparifon. How
common is the pretence of the drunkards: We aré
harming nobody; weare hot fpeaking ill of our neigh<

bours; we are got opprefling the poor,. In the meam:

L
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-fine, they are foon led to curfing and blafphemy:;
amd, perhaps; by theis riotous living, they are.unabie
- to pay. their juft debts, rob the-indufiriqus poor of
their right, and, for the indulgeace of.a beaftly ap-
~petite, bring their own offspriag'to beggary and cuin.
-.8uch is the behaviour of many.of your haimlefs pea-
-ple; men of focial friendly difpofitions, that, if you
‘believe them, would not wrong their peighbous.af 4
farthing to theiv- hnowledge ; and: yet if would: be
appy for any man to-fall into. the bapds-of high-
way robbers rather than into their fociety, How
fhort-Sghted men are ! they not only forget te look.
forward tothe other world, but look pot ¢ven to any
diffanee in this. . From. time te time wg ar¢. made
fools by fin, which aewer afks mare of us ‘than, the
prefear compliance; yet, if this-is granteds pevet
Jeaves us till ous ftate is irrecoverable. What rea-
fon have all to be afrail of that deplosable hardnes
of heart which is the confequenqe of the continued
indulgeacs of fin. Let us never copfider any fin by
idglf, but tegether .with that ugly, train which i
draws behind it ;- and, then, though our falfe hearts.
might plead forgige indulgence of a fingle luft, they
way not be fo-willing te fubmit to that deluge of
yice which follows faft at its heels, )
- 4. In thelaQ place, - thaltclafe the fubjeét, by nd-
. drdﬁng an exhortatm to thofe of my heatars, whe
havochnlpng and hardened fingers} who have many
habits of vice cleaving to them; who have hitherto
- defpifed the gofpel, and even fat in the feat of the
fcornful. No dotbt, you have hedrd, iw vain, and;
gerbaps, with cortempt, maoy exhortations of this

?
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.Kind before ; and, therefore, there is, humnanly {peak-
$ng, bot little hope, that any thing I can &y will have:
the efle@t. However, as our bleffed: md gracians
‘Mafter has commanded. his gofpel to be preached
.to every ¢reature, this Prince of the kings of: the
-earth is able, by his Spirit accompanying the word,
@to Jay the proudeft and- the boldeft of his encmies
profieate at his feet; let me befeschs you, in his
mame, to hear, that your feuls may live. ‘Why will
“you Jonger cortiaue dt enmity with him, while he &
‘offering you mercy ? may, he is treating you with
‘mercy in every inftance of his kind providence, in -
the renewed meffages of his blefled word, and in
this dying agonies on the-acéurfed tree? Havé you
deen:long wedded to fin 2 1he is able to.fet you frees
‘e eame to deflroy. the werks of the devil, and is abte
0 knock off the ftrongef® fetters; aad reflore liberty
to the moft forrowfokeaptive. « We, them, 28 work-
# ors together with him, befeech:yoy alfo; thar yore
 ceive not the grace of God in vain.” - 'R;emgmber,
on the other hand, I befeech you, the dteddful ven~
geance that awaits the - defpifers of: the- gofpel.: ¥
you flill refufo the gracivus offagl:if ‘you will ot
fuffer hits mercy cobe glorified in your recovery, his
holinefs, power, and juflice, fhall be"ﬂlulhated .
“your perdision. Time is hafbening awayy judgment
" §s-haftening on 5 no refufing to appear at that bary
ge deceiving or biafling that judge ;- no room to e-
feape ; ‘00 fource of confolation under that fentence.
How infupportable the refletion on opportunity -ir-
recoverably loft I And how terrible the fanQion
suchich foljows upon the offer of mercy! - You mag

i
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read it, Prov. i. 24,~—31. Becaufe I have called,
¢ and ye refufed, I have firetched out my hand, and
¢ no man regarded; but ye have fer at-nought aif
¢ my counfel, and would none of my reproof : I aHo
¢ will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when
¢ your fear cometh, When your fear cometh as de-
¢ folation, and your defituétion cometh as.a whirl-
¢ wind; when diftrefs and anguith cometh upon you,
¢ Then fhall they call upon me, but1 will not am~
¢ fwer; they.fhall feek me early, but they fhall not
¢ find me: for that they hated knowledge, and did
¢ not chufe the fear of the Lord. They would none
¢ of my counfel ; theydefpifed:alj my reproof: there-
¢ fore fhall they eat of the fruit of their own way,
« and be filled with their own devices.’

I only add, if any impreflion is made on your
minds, of the importance of eternity, fuffer it to a-
bide there, Let it have an immediate effec. Of all
the deceits’ ‘of Gin or Satan, gone more fatal than tha
of putting off convi&tions to a mare convenient fea-
fon. I conclude, therefore, with the words of Sa-.
lomon, Ecclef. ix. 10. ¢ Whatfocver thy hand find;,
¢ cth to do, do l'mth thy might; for there'is no.
¢ work, nor device, nor knowlcdgc, nor. wxfdom, m‘
e ¢ thie grave, whither thou goeﬁ Amen.

4
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‘SERMQN V. . s

‘The believer gomg to God as his e:uceed-

ing joy: .

. Psarwm xlbii, 4. A
Then will fga unto the akiar of Gad, unto Ged my exp-
ceeding foy. .

T is of great momenf to attend to the proper
mixtare of reverence and love which ought to
poffefs our hearts in the worthip of the living God.
If they arife from proper priaciples, they will not de- -
ftroy.or weaken, but ﬂrcngthcn one apother. A bes
Béver can never ye too low in & duft before the
moft holy God 'hé can never be too {enlible exthe(
of his diftance as a creature, or his guilt ind unwor-
thinefs as a finner: but, at the fame time, he can ne-
ver be too deeply penetrated with a fenfe of diviac
love, or have too ftrong and ardent defires after com-
maunion and fellowfhip with God. The truth is, the
lower we are in our own fight, it doth.but the more
illuftrate and magnify all the grace that is fhewn to
us in thggofpel: and the more joyfully we contem~
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plate the fulnefs of our portion in an infigite God, it
will bt the more bring back this refletion, and
confirain us o confels, that we are lefi:ghan the
dJealt of all hismercies. . - . .., - T
. In. feveral paffages; of the Pfalms, of David, .we
hare very warm.-and- fervent expreffiops .of thy
delight which the man afier God's own heart
Had in the worthip of -his fanctuary. There are
few of -thefe more beantifol and -forcible. thas
/the pallage. of which my text is a part, £O feid
“ oyt thy. light-agd thy tpth; let-them Jead me;
¢ det them bring me unto thy holy,hjll,  and; to thy
¢ tabernacles.  Then will I go unto the-altar -of God,
¢ unte God my exceeding joy.’. That which feems to
have breught the Plalwift fo this friking and baays
tiful thought; was, -his being under the preffue, of

heavy aflligtipn ;, and, particulanly, in a, ftatg of difs -

fance and banithment from the temple fervice. This
led him to flee for refoge-to God, his almighty friend
and unchangeable portion. Did the Plulmift then
80 to God as his confolation in diftrefs? What rea-
fon is there for'every Chriftian to go to him-as his
Father aad his God, not only for fupport under the

various trials of th1s mortal ftate, but for happinefs

and peace after he hath feco and felt the inherent va-
nity of every created enjoyment ? .

AlL fhall forther .add upon the words is, that
what David is here praying for, is to be brought to
the temple of God, to have accefs to his courts, and
communion with him there. This he plainly looks
uponas afource of exceeding joy ; .and, furely, to thofe
who are duly difpofed for it, thercisnot, there cannot,
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be, in this world, a more delightful employment than
the joint celebration of our Creator and Redeemer’s
‘praife; -than the united voice of his fervants in his
temple. It is the neareft approach we can make to
e <mployment of heaven,” and the moft fenfible
Torethfte we can have of its happmd‘s in thi:fomgu
nd, :

‘But, my btethren, I muﬁ limit the fnbje& to what
is the ‘particular and diffinguifhing employment of
this day,=the holy ordinante of the Lord's fuppcr,
‘‘ommemoratitig'our Redeemer’s dying love. 'This
whas'called by the antients the Eucharift, or Sarry'ice
of Praife. And, indeed, no d:l}oﬁtnon is more pro-
per or neceffary, im attending upon it, than a joyful
and thankful frame of fpirit. This will be like a
preclous perfume, which will £ill the houft with its
fragrance, and will greatly firengthen every other
gmcnous  difpofition’; and, 'therefore, my intcntion
is, through the affiftance of divine grace,

" 1. To thew you what matter of joy and ﬁusfac-
tion there is to every fincere Chriftian, in what is
reprefented to our view in the facrgment of the Lord's
fupper; or, for what reafons we ought, in this fo-
lemn fervice in a particular manner, 7o go fo God a.r
our exceeding joy.

Having done fo, I fhall make fome praltical im-
provement of the fubjed for your inftruction and
dlrcéhon .

In the firft place; then, Tam to fhew you what matter
of joyand ﬁnsfa&mn there is to ¢very fincere Chrif-
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tian, in what is reprefented to our view in-the facra-
ment of the Lord’s fupper ; or for what reafons we
onght, in this folemn fervice, in a particular mapper,
2o go to Ged as our exceeding foy. 1 am deeply fen-
fible, my brethren, that I have entered oa a tafk tq
which I am very unequal, to raife your minds to that
fublime temper, of joy in God, and to difclofe that
fountain of joy there is to every believer, in what
his Redeemer has done, and is ftill doing for bim., It
ds fo great a fubje&, that we ourfelves may fee how
unfit a mortal tongue.is to fpeak of it: and there-
fore, 1 fhall, in the entry, pray ¢ that God may fhed
¢ abroad his love in our hearts; that he may fend
¢ forth his light and his truth, that they may be
¢ guides to us;’ and accompany the word fpoken
with thegowerful energy of the fpirit of confolation,
But a lithle of that real communion with God which
is the work of his Spirit, and which he fometimes
vouchfafes to his people, will give them fuch a lives
1y feafe of his love and joy in him, as they them«
{elves know may be felt, but cannot be exprefled s
and I cannot forbear already obferving to you, that the
meanéft real Chriftian fhall, one day, in the higher
hoafe, have fuch a fulnefs of joy, and fuch concep~
tions of God and his Redeemer’s love, that he
fhall look down, with wonder, at the weak -and
imperfe& ftretches of our imaginatiom after it now.
But fo long as we arc here, let ns patiently content -
ourfelves with what is given us as neceffary to fup-
port our weary fteps in this defolate wildernefs;
with what this ordinance, inftituted for enlivening
eur faith, fupplies us for our comfort and joy. -~
N
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. For this purpof¢, let me beg your attention to the-
following confiderations. o

. 1. You ought to go to God, in this ordinance, as
your exceeding joy, becaufe, in it, you have the ful-
Jeft affurance, and the cleareft evidence of the for-
givenefs of your fins, and peace with your offended
Maker. This is the preliminary mercy which, with
refpet to fallen creatures, muft open the way to e-
wery other blefling. Nothing fo much damps our
joy in God, and leflens our fatisfaction in addrefling |
him, as confcionfnefs of guilt. This it is that makes
seligion fo unpleafant to the carnal worldling ; even
the fecure finner, who feems to walk without fear,
js yet deterred by atural confcience from drawing
near to God. He does all in his power to rid his
mind of the thoughts of God’s ordinary and con-
ftant prefence with bim in every place. A horror
of his Maker poffefles his mind at all times ; hecan-
ot love him as a gracious Father, becaufe he hates”
him as an enemy, and fears him as a righteous
judge. Nay, the fame thing it is that makes us all -~
feel fo frequently an averfion at the duties of relix
gion. The cold hand of a fpirit of bondage freezes
up the affections. Trembling and fear taketh hold
wpon us. An inward dread and jealoufy of our own
“frate throws a gloom and darknefs, as it were,
through the temple of God. And, with whatever
firength or beauty the promifes or privileges of the.
faints may be fet forth, thereisa fecret reftraint up-
o1 us, and as a voice difcharging us from touching
them, as forbidden fruit. Were we but as pure,
and freg from guilt, we thenld, with as much joy
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and fatisfaltion, draw sigh to God, as the- angels
do in heaven.

I have been the more full in opeding this to you,
that you may fee the foundation there is in nature,
and in fa&, for the leading do&rine of the gofpel,
¢ Chrift Jefus fet forth as a propitiation for ﬁns.

_¢ through faith in his blood.’

His bleffed body was broken, and his precious
blood was fhed, for the remiffion of fins. Are you
to commemorate this? are you to receive the vis
fible figns and the appointed feals of it? does-not
this affure you, that your fins are forgiven for Chrifl’s
fake? Are yoor fins very great? are they many in
number, and heinous in their aggravations? Confi~
der the infinite value of this facred blood. It wasno
Yefs than that of the eternal Son of God, who cheara
fully undertaok our caufe: ¢ and the Lord laid on
* him the iniquity of us all. 1fa. lifi. 5. He was

. % woungded for our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed
* for our iniquities; the chaftifement of our peace
¢ was upon him ; and with his firipes we are heal-
“ed.’ O unfearchable myftery! O the infinite ho-
linefs of God! O the tremendous juftice of God !
How well may the exhortation be prefled, Ifa. i. £8.
* Come now, and let us reafon together, faith the
¢ Lord : though your fins be as fcarlet, they 'fhall be
¢ as white “as fnoow; though they be red like crim<
¢ fon, they fhall be as wool.” Well may we fay witly
the apoftle Paul, 1 Tim, i. 15. ¢ This is a faithful

. # faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chrift,
¢ Jefus came into the world, to fave finners, of whom
*1am cliif. Are youNafraid of -the condemning

2
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fentence of the law; Gal. iii. 13. ¢ Chrift hath re-
¢ deemed us from the curfe of the law, being made
¢ a curle for us.’ Are you athamed to appear be-
fore God ia your own undeferving charaller, heat;
and comply with your Saviour’s own counfel, Rev.
jii. 18. I counfei thee to buy of me gold tried in
¢ the fire, that thon mayeft be rich, and white raia
¢ moént, "that thou mayeft be clothed, uad that the
¢ fhame of thy nakednefs do not appear; and anoint
¢ thine cyes with eye-falve, that thou mayeft fee.>
In the fpotlefs robes of your Redeemer’s righteoufs
pefs, you fhall be adorned for the courts of your
God, and dwell in his prefence.  Are you afraid to.
apply all this to yourfelves? ‘This is the exprefs
purpofe of the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, to
confirm and clofe the covenant of peace with every
partaker. Do you doubt the fiacerity of the offexr
spon God’s patt?  Sce him difpenfing the healing
taedicine, ¢ Thit is my body, which was broken for
¢ you; this do in remembrante of me. As oftea as
¢ you eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do thew
¢ the Lord’s death ¢l he come.” Hear him faying,
Matth. xi. 28. ¢ Come unto me, all ye that labour,
¢ and ‘are heavy leaden, and I will give you reft*
Hebr him forther faging, John vi. 37. ¢ Him that
¢ comcth to me, Iwill in no wile caft out. Ifa:
Ir. 1. < Ho, every onc that thirfteth, come ye to thé
“waters ; and be that hath a0 money, come ye, bay
¢ and eats yes, come buy wine and milk, withoud
¢ money, and without price’ Rev. xxii. 17. Aad
¢ the Spirit aad the bride &y, Comre; and ket
Shim that.hearcsh Ly, Come; and let him thae

'
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¢ is athirft, come. And whafoever will, let him
* rake the water of kfe frecly.” All who have traly
graaned under afenfe of guilt may here fee their pardon
fealed, and may and ought to rejoice in it, as theics ;
.and, unlefs they doubt the faithfulnefs of God's word,
or the efficacy of their Saviour’s merit, may triumph
in both, and fet at defiance the thunders of the law,
the reproaches of confeience, and the accufations of
the devil. They may fay, with the apoftle Paul,.
-Rom. viii. 33, 34. ¢ Who fhall lay any thing to the
* charge of God’s eleét 2 -1t is God that juflifieth s
¢ who is he that condeimpeth ? ‘It is Chrifk that diedy
* yea rather, that is rifen again, who is even at the
¢ right hand of God, who alfo maketh interceflion
¢ for us.’ :

: " 2. You ought to go to God, in this ordinance, as
your exceeding joy, as-it affords the ftrongeft and
moft illuftrious proof of divine love. This, my
brethren, is the immediate fubje@t of our contem-
plation in the Lord’s fupper ; aad I chufe to con-
fider it as an argument by itfelf, feparately from its
fruits, becanfe nothing ferves more to heighten our
affetion to, and delight in God, than a firm. perfua~
fion of his love to us. . Is it a comfortable thing to
bave the pardon of our fins ? It is alfo unfpeakably
refrething, and even ravithing, to view, in faith, the
wonderful means by which it is accomplithed. We
may confider, fhortly bere, the riches of redeeming,
grace, as extending to the fioners of Adam’s race in
general ; and, then, what it is for every believer to.
confider himfelf as the determinate objet of divine.
fegard in the councils ofN peace. The whole perfec~

N3
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tioas of aa iafinite God (hine with udited lufire in
the work of redemption. His power, wifdom, holi-
pefs, and juftice, are feverally and jointly illuftrated
in it. Hisunfearchable wifdom is memtidaed, Rom.
xi. 33. “O the depth of the riches both of the wif~
¢ dom and knowledge of God ! . How uafearchable
¢ are his judgments, and his ways paft finding out 1*
His mighty power, Eph. i. 19. * And what is the
¢ exceeding gréatnefs of his power to us-ward, who.
8 beliete, atobrding to the working of his mighty
S power.’ The righteoufacls of his government,
Rom. ifi. 26. ¢ To declare, I fay, at this time, his
' righitconfuefs, that he might be jyit, and vhe jofti-
¢ fier of him which believeth in Jefus.’ But fove i3:
moft confpicuous of all; and is therefore twoft fre-
guently infifted oh, Jobniii. 16, ¢ Ged foloved the
s world, that he gave bis only begotten Son, that
¢ whofoever believeth in hitn, fhould net perith, bat
¢ have everlafting life. Rom. v. 8. God commend.
¢ eth his love towards us, in that while we were yet
¢ finners, Chrift dled for us. Eph, iii. 17, 18, 19,
¢ That Chrift mnay dwell in your hearts by faiths
* that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may
¢ be able to-comprehend, with all faints, 'what ds the
¢ breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and to
« know ‘the loveof Chrift, whichipeficth koowledge.?
And indeed, my brethren, it pafteth the power of
man to open fully the greatnefs of dhe dove of God
. to finsiers in Chrift Jefus. kt is 2 fabjet which we
are fo far from beingable iow to exhaaft, that it halk
afford matter for adoring mquity to all eternity,
whilft the evetlalting God lives and reiges with hig

1
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Sints, and enfolds to them, age after age, more am-
ple views of his goodnefs and greatmefs, By what
sfhnll we meafore the love of & friesd, but by the
.greatnes of kis gifts ? Wit featiment then thail
we catertain of the love of Ged for his (jutly ftyd-
od) unfpeakable gift? Ee has given us his cnly be-
gotten Son, ¢ who was from eternity in the bofom:
¢ of the Father; the briglitnefs of his Father’s glory,
-# and the exprefs image of his perfon;’ the belt and.
greateR of oreated beings, :nay, the whole creation:
uelf, had beem nothing compared to it.

. The trath is, I am ready to think that theee
foems to be fomething like divige contrivance, and
Jufinite defign, in this particular circem(tapce. AH
ereated thiags are in themiclves equal, and alike ea-
£y, tothe power of God, being bus the effects of his
Gple will. For this reafon there could be no com-
parative greatnels in any fuch gifts. There was
therefore but this ane way left to exprefs an uncom--
mon degree of love, that he who was one and cqual
with the Father, faould himfelf be employed in the
meffage, and ¢ bear our fins in his own body, on the
v tree.’ Nothiag elfe could have made man an ext
peufive purchafe. Nothing alfe that God could bee -
ftow, wosld have had any appearance of doing vio- -
lence o himfelf; or could give meaning and beauty
to that exprefion, Rom. vili. 32. ¢ He that fpared
¢ not his-own Son, bat delivered :Him' up for os alt,
¢ how fhall he not with him alfo frcely give us alt
¢ things * The Leord of the vineyard, in the parabls,
is reprefented as in fulpenfe, how 10 fall wpon ames
thod to break ths ftubbormeis of e hutbandmen

-
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Lukexx. 13. ¢ Then faid thre Lord of the vineyard,
¢ what (hall 1 do? I will fend my beloved Son, it may
'« be they will teverenee him when they fee him.’ Let
-us paraphrafe and applyit. God, whobears the perfon
-of the mafter of the vineyard, may be fuppofed to fay,
‘what fhall reclaim thefe obfinate children of mercy,
‘become rebels? Nothing but the inviacible force of
fuperior love. But wherein fhall the love of the eter-
.mal God appear to advaatage? in. nothing but an c=
aernal gift: they fhall not be cheaply purchafed, they
fhall be bought with blood, with that ficred blood,
which (hall be the furprife of angels, and' the won~
der of heaven. Thefe refle€tions I would make with
reverence, on this elevated and delightful, but aw-
ful and tremendous, theme. One thing appears clear- .
Jy from them, that it is not oaly ebfcuriog the luft -
tre, not only weakening the force, but deftroying
the very being of redseming love, to deny the pro-
per and eternal Godhead of Chrift, the Mediator.
But, Oh ! my brethren, what an improvement is it,
to' the contemplation of the love of God, for eachs
wof us to confider himfelf as having bcen from eter=
mity the object of it. While I tafte the fireams of
kis bounty, ‘may I thus trace it back to its fourcet
Did he love me from the foundation of the world
Did he pity me, when in unprovoked rebellion a~
gainft him ! Did he make fo gracious provifion for
my recovery and falvatien ! Did lre make atonement
for my guilt, by the blood of his own Son! and
conquer my heart by the power of his fovereign
grace! What returas of praife and gratitude are his
gug? With what joy ooght I to remember my-Res
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deemer’s death at his table, in the hope of. (harlog
with him his crown and his throne, in a bigher
ftate?
-3 You ought to go 7o God, -in dns ordmnnde,

Jyour exceeding joy ; as you bave in it the cleareft and
-fulleft aflurance of receiving from him all that is
neceflary for yeur comfort and happinefs, while yoy
continyge here. There are, ia a {tri&t feafe, bat two
ends of going to God ia his worship and ordinagces,
to exprefs our fenfe of, and thankfulacfs for favourg
reccived, and 2s beggars for more. Now, my bre-
thren, in this ordinance you are not ouly called o
celebrate the love of a gracious and reconciled God,
but to truft in the fulnes of an all-fufficient God,
That we may view this the more diftin&tly, there
are thefe two kinds of bleflings we fland in need of,
thofe that relate to our fpiritual life, and thofe that
relate to our temporal comfort.

14, Thofe that relate to the fpiritual hfc. Whnl
is the great defire of every real fervant of God in
shis houfe? Is it not o have your hearts more inflam+
ed with the love of God, and more devoted to his
fear ! 13 not fin your greatelt burthen, and its pe.
mainiag influ¢ace your greatelt grief? Now, where
caa yeu have a more renionable hope of getting your
grecious difpofitions flrengilicned, or your fias mors
tified, than at 2 commuaion table. Is it not exprefs<
ly defigned for your fpisitual nourithmeat, and
growth in grace! Aed as the inBlitution of thefe
fendble figas is 3 remarkable proof of divine conde<
fenfion, o I can hardly comocive any thing moare
wikly and happily calculated for this excelicat eads
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What can more ftrengthen your faith in a dying Sa-
wiour, than being allowed to look upon the figns of
his broken body, and his blood poured out? What -
can fpeak greater peace to the confcienee, than your
‘being allowed and invited to receive him explicitly
¢ This is my body, broken for you.” What can more
happily ferve to kindle and inflame your love to God,
than the immediate contemplation of his infinite love
for you? Where can you take fuch a hateful view
of fin, as a detefted objet, as at the Lord’s table,
where you fee it in your Saviour’s fufferings ! Where
and how can you lay fuch a bond upon the con-
fcience, as by receiving thé feals of this facred en-
gagement? How can you give fuch a deadly wound
to your ftrongeft lufts, as by mailing and affixing
them to your Redeemer’s crofs? What motive of
future obedience equal to bearing about in yqur bo-
dies the dying of the Lord Jefus? See what the A-
poftie fays, 2 Cor. v. 14. * For the love of Chrift
¢ conftraineth us, becaufe we thus judge, that if one
¢ died for all then were all dead. Gal. ii. 20. I am
¢ crucified with Chrift: neverthelefs I live; yet nor
¢ I, but Chrift liveth in me: and the life which
* now live in the fiefh, I live by the faith-of the Son
¢ of God, who loved me, and gave himfelf for me.”
What remedy can you find for your own weaknefs,
like the all-fufficiency of Chrift? Col. ii. 9. ¢ For in
¢ him dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodi-
¢ly. 1 Cor. i. 30. Of him are ye in Chrift Jefus,
¢ who of God is made unto us wifdom, ‘and righte-
¢ oufnefs, and fanétification, and redemption.” I will
not fo widely handle the fubje&t .as:to cite toyow -
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all the paffages which thow that the fpirit of fan&ti-
fication is a part of the purchafe of your Redeemer;
and one of his gifts to thofe who bumbly implore
it. Is it not well known, and do not believers at his
table, fenfible of their own weakaefs, and confident
of their Saviour’s power, get their feet upon the
necks of their enemies, and fay, ¢ I cando all things
“ through Chrift ftrengthening me.’ :

2d, They have here all things neceffary for their

- temporal-comfort. They have a complete remedy.
far their cares, as well as their fins. Asat the Lord’s
table you lay hold of the covenant of peace, fo there,
if any where, you may fee, that it is ordered in all
things, and fure; your food and raiment, and all pe-
ceflary provifion, is contained in it; and Chrift’s bo-
dy is the pledge. How gracious the promife! your
heavenly Father knoweth that you have need of
thefe things, Pfal. xxxiv. 8, 9, 10. ‘O tafte and fee
¢ that the Lord is good! Bleffed is the man that
¢ trufteth in him. O fear the Lord, ye his faints!

f ¢ for there is no want to them that fear him. The
* young lions do lack, and fuffer hunger; but they
¢ that feek the Lord, fhall not want any good thing.
¢ Ifa. xxxiii. 16. He fhall dwell on high; his place
¢ of defence fhall be the, munitions of rocks; bread
£ fhall be given him, his waters fhall be fure.’ De-
liverance from fufferingis contained init, Pfal. xxxiv.
19 ¢ Many are the aflictions of the righteous, but
¢ the Lord delivereth him ont of them all.’ Strength
and grace to {uffer with patience is contained in it, Ifa.
xliii. 2. ¢ When thou paffeft through the waters, I'will
¢ be with thee, and through the rivers, they fhall not
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« overflow thee; when thou walkeft throngh thé
¢ fire, thou fhalt ‘not be burnt, neither fhall the
¢ flame kindle upon thée.’ The fan@ified ufe and
jmprovement of faffering is contained In it. Rom.
viii. 28. ¢ And we know that all things work toge- .
¢ ther for good to them that loveGod, to them who
* are the called according to his purpofe. 2 Cor,
¢ iv. 16. For which caufe we faint not; bnt though
« our outward man perifh, yet the inward man is re-
¢ newed day by day.’ Confider, cfpecially, that ap -
the Lord’s table you have an immediate view of the
great foundation of reliance on divine providence,
Rom. viii. 32. ¢ He that- fpared not his own Son,
¢ but delivered him up for us all, how thall he not
¢ with him alfo freely give us all things.’ That God,
who was fo lavifh of his love, as not to fpare eveq
' his own Son, but gave him up to be defpifed, bif-
feted, and crucified for you, will not be fo inconfit-
ently hard, as to refufe the fmall gift in comparifon
of a little earthly good. He whofe foul was redeem- -
ed by the blood of Chrift thall not lofe his body for

a little bread. : ’
1 cannot help obferving, here, of what univerfal

ufe and benefit the doftrine of Chrift crucified is,
~and how high a place it ought to hold'in our efteem.
It is not only ufeful for affuring us 6f the pardon of
fin, but makes us fuperior to all thofe fufferings, of
every kind, which took their rife from fin. The
path of a Chriftian is fometimes thorny and difficult;
and many of the weaker order of faints have even a
greater fenfibility of the inconveniencies of [ife than
fome thoughtlefs finners. Thele laft maintaia  fore
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of baftle and conteft for worldly pleafure, and, with,
a fturdy felf-fafficiency, cae, if I may fpeak fo, return
the blows and buffets of adverfe fortane, while the
feeble of Chrift’s flock become fonk and heartlefs un-
der a frowniag providence. * But is not the Lord’s
table a place of refuge? and is it not matter of exe
perieace, that they. have: found confolation there >
‘Whatever their complaints have been, whether of
ficknef, or poverty, or lofs of relations, or the flan-
ders of their esemics, they have adored the fovereign:
will of God in them all; they have been brought to
a placid fubmiffion to his providence in them alt; nay,
they have happily feen and confeffed his wife and
merciful purpofe ia them all. It was not withouta
view to his trials, that the PRlmift, in the text, de-
fives to go unto the altar of God, untoGod his exceeding
Jo. And you may fee how he exprefles himfelf in
the following verfe, *Why art thou caft down, O
¢ my foul! and why art thou difquieted within me !
. hepe in God; for I fhall praife him, who is the
¢ the health of my countenance, and my God !

4th, 1 come, now, in the laft place, to obferve,
that this erdinance is a foorce of joy, as it is a pledge
and earneft of heaven; a fore-tafte of that eternal
happinefs which God hath prepared for his faithful
fervants in the world to come. This, my brethren,
ought never to be out of our view while we fojourn
in this valley of tears.

Fhis eternal joy is what our Redeemer has given
us the fulleft affurance of. It is he who hath drawn
afide the curtain, and opened to us a joyful profpet
ftit0 the holy of holies, inoto' the bleffed manfions of



243 The belizver going to God Ser. 5.
perfection, purity, and happinefs within the vail. In
ane of his laft difcourfes to his difciples, when he
was about to leave them, he tells them, it was to be
bat a thort feparation; for that he would come a-
gain, and carry them with him ; and that they fhould
mever more be divided, John xiv. 2. In my Father’s
¢ houfe are many manfions; if it were not fo, I would
¢ havetoldyou : 1gotoprepare aplace for you;* and
notonly hath heleft the promife of bis return, but hath
inftituted this ordinance, on the one hand, to keep
up the memory of his former appearance; and, on
the other, to keep up our hopes of his fecond com-
ing, and what he will then beftow, 1 Cor. xi. 23.
¢ As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup,
¢.ye do fhew the Lord’s death tili he come.” It is
intended to fupport the languifhing faith of his peo-.
ple, and make them tread, with cenftancy, in his,
frength, the fame paths of virtue and felf-denial
that he did, in hopes of fhortly fharing his crown
and reward, Heb. xii. 1, 2. ¢ —And let us run,
¢ with patience, the race that is fet before us ; look-
¢ ing unto Jefus, the author and finither of our faith ;
¢.who, for the joy that was fet before him, endured
¢ the crofs, defpifing the thame, and is fet down at
¢ the right hand of the throne of God.” And how
highly proper is this inftitution for pointing us to the
glorious ifloe of our Chriftian conflit? Init, we
have, at once, a proof of the certainty—of the ex-
cellence,—and even fome perception of the nature of
the heavenly glory. ) .

How certain and infallible is that happinefs to the
faints, which our exalted Redemer, the 4men and
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Saithful Witnefs, hath pafled his word for, and gone
before, in our name, to take poffeflion of ? Heb. vi.
19, 20. * Which hope we have as an anchor of the
¢ foul, both fure and ftedfaft, and which entereth in-
¢ to that within the vail, whither the forerunaer is for
¢ us entered.—= 1 Cor. Xv. 23. But every man ip
.¢ his own order, Chrift, the firft fruits, afterward
* they that are Chrift’s, at his coming.’ However
high an hope it may feem for fuch as we are, to afpig
to a ftation {0 near the throne of God, to his prefence
and fellowfhip; yet it is not too much, after what
is already beltowed upon us; after what Chrift hath
done, it can beget no furprife, that this fhould be
the conclofion of it; after he hath-borne our fins in
his own body, and with his own blood wathed away
our guilt; after he hath fanctified and cleanfed us
by bis holy Spirit, made us the children, and ime-
printed- the image of bis Father upon our hearts;
after he hath kindled in our fouls a flame of divine
love, and made us content with nothing but him-
felf, and with no place where he is not; furely he
will not leave us comfortlefs; he can have no other
defign than to carry us to live with him, and reigo
with him for ever and ever.

Does not this reprefentation alfoferve to thow the
excellency of the heavenly glory ? Itis called in fcrip-
sare, * the purchafed poffeffion.’ And, oh! my dear
brethren, how great, beyond expreflion, muft that
inheritance be, which was fo dearly bought, for
which every price, but the blood of the eternal Son
of God, was rejeCted ! See his body broken, and his:
blood fhed;, and there g:c what heaven has cofty

2 ) .
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und this it coft to him, who had dwelt there from e-
fernity, and could not be deceived in its worth, It
awas 0o uaneceffary expence, idly throwa away, bat
‘what alone was equal to the glorious purchafe. Had
'we nothing elfe, by which to guefs at that, which
«ye hath not feen, this, of itfelf, ought to -be fuffi-
<cient to raife our hopes to the higheft pitch, and
give us the moft exalted conceptions of its mﬁmt\-.
glory.
And may{1 notadd, upon this head, my brethren,
that this ordinance is, to many, an earneft and fore-
tafle, as well as an affarance, of the happinefs of
heaven. Is it not the fenfible communion with God,;
which fome of 'his {faints even here enjoy, a refem~
blance, though faint, of that full and perfe&t come
munior which they fhell enjoy with their Creator
and Redeemer i the world sbove? Joba xiv. 23,
* —ff a man love me, he will keep my words, and
"* my Father will love him ; and we will come onto
<him, and make oer abode with him’ Whatis
- ‘theaven, bat to be free from %a; to contemplate the
glory of 2n ifinite Ged; to be filled with a fenfe
«of his fove; #nd 10 be beyoad the reach of tempta-
tion to offend him any more. Now, whea the be-
Siever fees his pardon, fested with his Redeomer’s
blood; when he is filled with ahatred of all fm, snd
a humble confidence of beimng defivered from #ts
power; when his very complaiats are put to filence,
and the frailties of a dying body are icft behind, or
fiallowed up by the hope of a blefled refurre€tion
what is this, but the very dawn of heaven in" the
foult what s this, but theihout of victery ¢ andan
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earneft of that day of complete triumph, when all
his enemies (hall be brought uader his feet !
- 1am fenfible that the frame of many communicants -
. will be but a bad emblem-of heaven; and, if they
meafure it by that ftandard,. it will give them but
low and forry notions-of it. This, however, is not
the cafe with-all; and there are few real Chriftians,
but, in-fome parts of their lives, have felt fuch in-
ward joy in God, that they have beea ready to fay,
with the difciples on the mount .of transfiguration,
It is good for us to be here. Neither is there any
place where it may be more reafonably expected thag
abacommunion table : every piousfoul thould breathe
out this prayer of the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixiii. 1, 2, 3, 4,
¢« 0 God! thou art my God! early will I feek thee:
¢ my foul thirfteth for thee!- my fleth. longeth for
¢ thee-in a-dry, and- thirlty: land, where no water iss
¢ to fee thy power-and thy glory, {o as I have feen .
¢ thee in the fan&uary; becaufe thy loving-kindnefs.
#is better than life, my lips (hall praife thee, Thus-
¢ will I blefs thee, while Llive!. [ will lift. up my
« hands in thy same!’

And.now, my brethren,. what reafon is there for-
every. fincere- communicant to go to God.ia this or-
Qinanoe, as their exceeding joy. 1t poiats us.forward
20 that blefled time when we fhall indeed be fatisfi~-
ed with that fulnefs of joy, and thofe rivers of plea~
fuores-that are at his right hand. We are glad now,
indeed, to halp our flagging conceptions with fym.-
bels and figares: But then fhall our eyes fec the glo-
rious Saviour ftanding at the right hand of God,
farraunded by mthoinoﬁnd‘of his faints, who have: -
- 03
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been redeemed by his blood. This life is but a feene
of mifery and forrow, where wretchednefs is often
- to be feen, and {amentations heard, even in the dwel-
Yings of the righteous: But then all tears fhall be
wiped away from their eyes, and thefe fongs of praife
begin which fhall never end. Now we are borne
down with prevailing corruption, which, as a dead
- weight, depreffes our fpirits: But then thall we be
perfettly freed from all impurity, and ferve our God
and Redecmer with the fame fpirit and joy as the
angels do in heaven. Now we are but as young un-
fledged birds, which in learning to fiy can but flute
ter a little, and immediately take refuge in the earth ¢
But we fhall foon foar above it, rifing with unweas
ried wings and never failing ftrength.

Let us forget for 3 little the weaknefs of morta-
lity, and carry our thonghts to the general affembly
of the church of the firft-born, where no f{ufpicion
-of opg falfe heart being admitted thall remain, when
all the wide congregation fhall join in celcbrating
the praifes of almighty God, and of the Lamb; and
there fhall not be one jarring or one diicordant note inv
the univerfal harmony Thus I have kid before you
what a fource of joy there fs to the believer, in the
holy ordinance which you have now accefs to pare~
take of, and proceed, in the

" Laft place, to make fome praltical improvement
of the fubje&t. And,

1. May I not, in a few wotds, obferve how great
is the goodnefs of God, in providing fo rich an ene
tertainment for us in our prefent ftate. T!us fifc had
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Heca exprefsty defigned, in providence, s 2 foeve of
difficulties and trials. We are here in ‘exile from our
father's houfe; yet doth he not leave us altogether
defdlate, but hath given us this as 2 token and plodge’
of his fove, before the full manifeftation of it. Here
#sfood to give us vigour for osr journey, in this val-
dcy of tears: Strength to embolden us againft our &-
semies, that we may hold on our courfe fteadily, with-
oot wearying. Will it be matter of eternal forprife,
that the only begotten Son of God thould dohonour
$o owr world, by taking up his abode in it, and digni-
£y hrmas mture by weariog it himfelf, and uniting it
t® bis own ? Is it not a continued preof of the fame
ocondefcenfion, as well as an evideace of divine wif-
dom, that he thould leave to every age this flanding
memorial of himflf, his appearance, and work, that
feafe itlclf might be partner with faith, in rejoicing
ower his goodnefs? If his hearers were bleffed withy
bis heavenly voice, and wondered at the gracions
words that proceeded out of his mouth, during his
perfonal miniflry, let s, with admiration and joy,
Jook npon the fymbols of his fufferings and deaths
let s furvey the picture of his agouy drawa by him-
felf; and let us remember what it promifes, and
what be is now goae to prepare for his faithful fol-

2. Let us, by way of improvement, confider a lt-
tle for whom this joy is provided; does mot this
need explication? Aod are not many of you faying
within yourfelves, furely obftinacy itfelf canaot de-
Ry, that here is great caufe of joy to fome: but who
#re they? isit nota joy with which a flranger cansiot
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#hternseddle, that pertains only to a privileged few?
*This inquiry is highly ncedful, as the great fpring
of joyléfs communions is the want-of a perfonal ap-
-plication of the bleffings of our Redeemer’s'purchafe,
Fhat I may neither unwarrantably- difcourage any,
" -mor proftitute this precious privilege to- the unwor-
thy, I thall obferve, that this joy is truly applicable
to all to whom it is defirable; to all whom it may
be ufeful, but in different lights; accopdmg to theiy
-different charaters.-

14, All thofe who have not only lxid hold on
Chrift for falvation, but have fome degree of humble
confidence in the divine mercy,- on: whom-the Lord
has lifted up the light of his reconciled-countenance;

. If there are any fuch among.us,. as God forbid but_

there were, they ought;. but why do'I fay they
ought ? for, no-doubt, they certainly will 20 to God
as their exceeding joy. 'Fo you, my brethren, it
belongs, with wonder and gratitude, to-furvey thefe
Bleflings to which you know your title; and to joia
in that heavenly anthem, Rev. i: 5, 6. ¢ ~—Unto him
¢ that loved: us, and wathed ns from our fmns in-his
¢ own blood, and hath made us kings and priefts
* unto God, and hisfather, tohim-be glory, and domis
* nion for ever and'ever.-Amen. Rev. vii, 11. Blefling
« and glory, and wifdom, and thankfgiving, and hos
¢ aour and power, and might, be unto our God for
# ever and over. Amen.’ Let your faithfollow your
rifen Redeemer to his Father’s throne, and look for=
ward to what he is doing and preparing for you, as
well as backward to what he hath-already doze. If
Satan be-under your fect ; if fin be crucified on.yons
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Savieur’s<rofs; and cares and forrows kept at a dif-
zance, 1 hope it will help you to fome conception of
the felicity of that Rate, ¢ where there thall be no
s more curfe, but the throre of God, amd of the
* Lamb #hall e in it, and his fervants fhall ferve
* him.’
24y, In this ordinance there is matter of joy and
vonfotation to the fearful and doubting Chriftian,
who, not withoat defires after God, aad the remem-
brnce of his oame, yet is fall of folicitade and an-
xiety, wnd dare not pofitively sffivm his own intereR
in the Saviour, What is fet before us ia this ordi-
famnce, particularly what I bave this day opened up
on the fubje®, wifl thow how well it i fitted for
Brengthening the weak, snd comforting the Fecbie-
- mmded, But, v explain this propriety a little, ket
_#me wlk you, is your doubt of God’s williogoefs to
receive returnmg fimners 2 This doubt the Lords
fupper i a fell refolation of ; ¢his table fpread by
bis appointment, is e exprefs ftipulation, on his
pert, of pardon aud peace, to afl'who are williag te
accpt of them on the rerms of the gofpel. Well, but
wivat are the terms of the pofpel ? Infinitely frecand
gracious, o the one haud, aad exoceding fvit aed
fevere, on the other; fall forgivenefs 10 the chicf of
finners, without a0y merit or qualification on their
part; complete deliverance from the power of cor-
fuption ; and fasQification by the Holy Spirit of
grace, What then are the fevere terms? Troly
to accept of them juft as fully and freely as they are-
offered; to receive forgivenefs as mere mercy, which
we bave not deferved, and -defire deliverance froms



166 The belicver going to God Ser. §.
every fin without exception; and to expelt to ob-
tain it, not from ourfelves, but by the ftrength that
isin Chrift: the truc felf-denial of the gofpel is the
hardeft facrifice to human pride. Men may cry up
norality, and boaft of it, and truft ia it, and never_
prallife it; but heartily to approve of the whole law
of God, and breathe after conformity to it, as the
Purchafe of Chrift’s death, and the effe& of our u-
mion with him, and giving the honour of it only ta
him, this, if I miftake not, is the obedience of faith,
Now, do you doubt whether you have accepted
Chrift on thefe terms. This is not doubting, but
refufing ; and | have no confolation for you. Bag
if you are willing that Chrift thould be all, and you
fhould be nothing, and fincersly grieve for the fin
and impurity that fiill cleaves to you, and even fog
your unbelief, and the hardnefs of your hearts, come
to this wable, and ‘my God fhall fupply all your
¢ wants from his riches ia glory by Chrift Jefus.’
3dly, That I may, if poffible, yet farther illuftratq
end commend the divine grace, here is matter of joy
to all without exception: ¢ Behold, I bring you glad
* tidings of great joy, that God is.ia Chrift reconcil-
* ing the world unto himfelf* You have eaufe to
be thankful, that, for your former contémpt of mer-
€Y: you have not been eut off from the land of the
living, and condemned for ever to the flames, O
that you were fenfible what grace and patience is
exercifed towards you in your daily prefervation L .
that your paft refufals have not been accepted as
your final choice, and your ftate determined beyond,
¥edemption ! I do, now,. upon this folemn-occafion;.

-
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when the body and blood of Chrift, as broken and
thed for finners, is to be fet before you, by his war-
rant and authority, befeech you, by the mercies of
God, and pray you to be reconciled unto him, Shall
1 be obliged, on this feafon of joy, amidft fo brighta
difplay of divine love, to untheath thefword of almigh.
ty vemgeance, and deaounce the terrors of the ‘Lord?
No, my brethren, I rather chufe, now, to befeech
than to.command, to invite than to threaten you; to'
fhew. you the wrath of God falling upon your 3.
viour than upon yourfelves; and fhall not his love
coaftrain you, fhall not his mercy perfuade you, not.
to reject the courfel of God againft yourfelves ? Wilg
you prefer the pleafures of fin, carnal mirth, and fep- ",
fual riot, to all the bleffed fruits of divine love ? You
will fay, I fufpect that you have but a cold notion of
all this profufion of language about joy in God; it
is becaufe you know it not. Do but tafte and fee,’
that the Lord is good! T am fenfible, however, i¢-
is in wain to {peak to any but thofe who are weary
of their {ins; and therefore 1 thall only, in our S3.
viour’s words, call all thofe “who dre weary and’
¢ heavy laden to come unto him, that they may have

““reft.” As this ordinance is proper for ratifying for-

‘mer engagements, fo it is alfo proper for entering in-
to covenant with God, and folemnly giving your- -
felves to be his. And oh that this may be a day and
place, marked in the regifters of heaven, when and
‘where many joined themfelves to the Lord in 2 per~
petual covenant never to be forgotten or recalled

3. The laft ufe to be made of this fubjed, is
%o fhew you what is your proper employment at the
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Roed’s mble It ought to be a joyful, thankful ap-
plication of the bleffings of Chrift’s parchale to your
fouls, Be flrong in faith, giving glory to God; not
anly celebrate his love, bot improve it, by afking, i
faith, every thing neceffary to your fan&ification and
peace.~I thall faut vp all, by defiring you to ufe the
Pfalmift’s preface, in going unto God, who fays, in
the 3d.verfe, © O fend out thy light and thy truth;
¢ let them lead me, let thems briag me into thy holy
< hill, and to thy tabernacles.’ In order to raife and
elevate your minds, to fix and engage your unfettled
hearts, apply to God, who hath the hearts of aH mea
in his hand, that he would difpofe you for his fer-
vice; that he womld fhed abroad his love in your
hearts, and make you joyful in his houfe of prayer.
And my carneft prayer to God for you, is, that he
would, at this time, convert fome, or (why fhould
we limit him ?) every profage finner id this afembly 5
pull off the mafk of hypocrites, and thew them their
owa kkenefs; that he would make it 2 joyful com-
munion to many of you, asd a profitable commu~
oion w all. Amen,




SERMON VI.

The Chni‘aan s drl'poﬁtlon under a fcnfc of
.- ‘ m,ercxes received, .

|
] . Psu.n cxv:. 7.

‘Retum unto thy reft, O my foul, for the Lord hath
: dealt Wty’ully wztb ible

~

I’x‘:;&:hnguageafmmre. lswdln ofgmce,
to cry to God in diftrefs. When g:utctrem
4hows the weaknefs of all other help, there remains
$o much of God written on the confciences even of
ithe moft profliguse, as: excites them to this daty.
Theitreth of this obfervation éppdars from . meny
{criptore examples, asrivell as every day’s experience,
Bat though bad mén'may ery toGod for delivermee
from fuffering, they knowlittle, if any thing at all, of
returning toGodid duty and gratitude, for the mercy
qeccived, Phl.’ l#xiii, 34,~=37."* When be flew
< them, thea they: ﬁmﬁit bimg- and they returned,
<sid" mqmred eatly after:God. " And they remem-
#.eted that God ‘was their rock, and the high God
¢ their Redeemer. Neverthelefs, they did flatter him
-¢‘with their mout}, and.'theyfied unte. him with
P
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¢ their tongues. For their heart was not right with
¢ him; neither were they ftedfaft in his covenant.’
Sec alfo the accouat of the ten lepers, Luke xvii.
12,—17. ¢ And as he entered into a certain vil-
¢ lage, there met him ten men that were qurs.
¢ which ftood afar off, .and they lifted vp their voi-
- # ces, and faid, Jefos, Mafler, have mercy on us.
¢ And, when he faw them, he faid unto them, go
¢ fhew yourfclvés unto the priefls; and it came to
¢ pafs, that, as they weat, they were cleanfed. And
* one of them, when he faw that he was healed, turn-
¢ ed back, and, with"a loud voice, glorified God, and
¢ fell down on his face, at hisfeet, giving him thanks;
¢ and he was a Samaritan: and Jefus anfwering, faid,
¢ Were there not ten cleanfed? but where are the
¢ nine?’ They all cried alike for the cure; but the
Sreateft part foon forgot thmroblgatmtoﬂnxmee-
ciful Saviowr. -

It is no way d:ﬂicult to acoount for this bebav;-
our in bad men ; but, ala! it is melancholy to thisk
how:much of this unhappy difpofationis tp be fosnd
cven in the beft.  Whein .the preflure of any trial is
felt, ‘they flee to God 1s their refuge and fecoritys
with fervent fopplication, -and carneft wreftling,
they intreat his belp. But, thopgh we muft got
charge any fincere fervant of God with an entire for-
getfulnefs of his goodnefs, or opsn defertion of his
fervice; yet, I am afraid, that many are very. defec~
tive in this parricular; and that few, very few, pre~-
ferve the fame folicitude to improve their mercies, as
to.obtain them, .

My intestion is to apply this tous, who havc lm-

. {
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1y Been at the Lord’s table; and, L hope, befotego-
ing there, not a few were carneft in their prayors
for the divine prefence. Urged by the fufferings of
this mortal body, the lofs of outward comforts, the
power of inward temprations; or a defire of the red

- turn of an abfent God, or the quickening of a floths

fut fpirit, -they fought confolation in this holy ordix
mande; they wentto feek the Lord, going and weep-
ihg . I'hope alfo, and belicve, that many went not
in vaim, but ¢ found him whom theic foui loved, found

& him, and would tiot Jet him go.’. - All fuch ooghs

to imitate the Pfalmift in - the fpirit that breathen
through the whole of this pfalm; and, particularly,
in the woirds of iny text: Refwrn wito thy reff, G
my foul, for the Lordbaﬁdm&hunty‘h@mtb
thee.
< Yaced only fay, in a very few words, that thc
whole pfalm is an expreffion of his gratxtude for, de~
Yiwerance froiy great fafferifigs, from enemies cruel
and freacherous. They were alfo of an inward, as
well as an outward kind, as all his trials did ordi-

_ matily-beisig fin to remembrance, and £l him with

a hembling™fénfe of the awful judgments of a holy
and righteous God. He feems alfo to havé been par-
ticulary exercifed in prayer to God, his all-fuffici~
gient help: ver. 3, 4. < The forrows of death come
¢ pafled me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me:.
* 1 found trouble and forrow. Then called I upon
" ¥he mme of the Lord; O Lord, [ beféech thee, de-
¢ Bvermy foul.” He theréupon celebrates the mercy

- of God, and wearing the boads of love, defires to

exprefi his obligations ? the ftrongeft terms, and:
. 2
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10 fatisfy them by the molt chearfal Dbetlienoe: ver;
12. ¢ What fhail 1 render unso the Lord for dll hig
¢ benefits towards me?’ -

- -In difcourfing further, at this dae, I tall jaft ob-;
ferve, that the words of the text conteins the Pls
mift’s refolution : Return uuto ¢hy reff, O my foul i
anid the reafon on which it is -founded < for she
Lord hath dealt bountifully <with thee. Thefe twoy,
as applicable to the fervants of God in general, sad
owfelves o particular; 1 fhall diftindtly confider,

2ot in the order of the words, hm in the order of
Rature. - N .. L +
. .’

!. 1 ﬁmll deﬁ'nbe the flate .of tho& wioh whon
God bash deatt-boamtifully.

II. Explain the import of the Plalmift’s refolumn,
whfich ought o be: thdrs.z Return unte :by uﬂ,
myful. . :

i And then thail make ﬁmepra&hlhpronmh
of the fub;e&.

! Thtn,lﬂuﬂdeﬁ:nbetbeﬁaeofthoﬁwﬂh
vhom God kath dealt bountifully; and.Iem jult to
defcribe this, in its great lines, from experience, bea
feeching every one prefent to hear’ it with applica=
tion; and to add fuch circumftances to the feveral
particulars, as will make them completaly: ﬁdtzble
%o bis owti ftate—w-Obferve, then, . - = . ..

- 3. ‘That the Lord hath deait. bonntifully : i’
thofe from whom .he hath' rémsoved .any sffliCior
wader which they groaned, and: for. deliverande
from which they prayed.—If we would cogat
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our mercies, they are very many: and we often
loie both the relith: of thiem; and the beaefit of ,
them, by not obferving them. Thole who are
delivered from ficknefs,: or the fear of it, in them-
felves, or their relations, ought to be feafible of
she gooduefs of God, who maketh. them to Iys
down and rife up in fafety.—If any bad rea-
fon to-fear confinement from ordinances,. or fromy
wicfuloefs, they fhould fay,. with. the Plmift, Pfak,
exvili. 16,——19. ¢ The right. hand of the Lord -
¢ is exalted; the right hand of the Lord doth vali.
#antly. I {hall not die,, but live, and- declare the
* works of the Lords. the Lord hath chaftened me
¢ fore; but he hath-not given me over unto-death,
© Open to me the gates of righteoufnefs; I will go
¢ jato them, and I will praife the Lord.’—If any were.
oypmdbdmith«calumny and reproach, and God hath.
hidden- them from the firife of tongues, hath plead-
ed their caule, or brought forth their ¢ judgment as
¢ the light, and their righteoufnefs as the noon-day.’
"Fhe Phalmift fays, Pfal. cxviii. 10,—~14. ¢All nati-
¢ ons compalled me about; bat in the name of the
¢ Lord will I deftroy.them. They compaffcd,mga.
¢ bout, yea, they compafled me about; but, in the
* name of the Lard, I will:detroy them. They
¢ cempafled mes about like bees; they are qpenched
+ as the five of therns; for, in the name of the Lord;.
¢ 1 will deftroy themi Thou hatt thruft fore at me,,
o that I might fall; but the .Lox'd helped me: ‘the.
¢ Lordismy firengthand fong, and isbecomemy falva-
® tion.’~—If any are delivered from the fear of want,.
aad 3 reafonable grofpnf;’ given them. of competent
3 .
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and fuitable provifion for themfelves and families; if
they tan remember: the tithe, whether latcdly o at.a
greater-diftance, whén they feemed to be thrcattoud
with poverty and dependance, and all the flmme, dis
firefs, and tewptation thdt atteads that eafoaring
flate; if, 1 fay, they can remember this, and %e
how God, by a gracions providence, has fed them
by the hand; has given: them food to eat and ruis
ment to put 6n, and even honoured them Wwith.the
ability and the heart to firetch ‘ont their hiands 20
the poor and needy, the fatherlefs and the widow;
- furely he hath dealt bountifully with them. They
ought tofay with the Pfaimift, Pfal. xxi&. §. * Thod
¢ prepareft a table before me in the prefence of miné
¢ enemies : thou anoiteft my head with oil, my cap
¢ runneth ovet.’—If any have been burdesred with 2
fenfe’of guilt, the arrows of the Lord within themy

and the poifon thereof drinking up their fonls, and

God hath revealed himfelf to them, as pandoning
iniquity, tranfgreflion, mnd fin; if they huve been
¢nabled to lay hold, with tlearmefs and confilante,
of the great atonement, they have forely talted of
his love: Or, if a fpirit of bondage and flavith feat
has given a forbidding afpe@ to the patlws of  plety;
or hath bronght 2 gloom and darknefs wpon shé
paths of providence, and it huth pleaafed God 10
fpeak peace to their fouls, by the Spirk of .coifolns
tion, they will fay with the Pldmitt, Pll. ciii 1:
¢ Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and ail that is witkie
* me, blefs his holy name.’~—Or, finaily, if any hath
complained of a dead; {lothful, fecure framte, tefting
to0 eafily in the form, and mmdinghtdcof the powy
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o of godiisefs, snd it hath pleafed God: to touchk
¢heit heasts and Bps with a Jivecosl fiam off his o
s 3 2d.onmagerd tisir stustion:by his word:; so exp-
cise thaik afioChignsin bvis wotfhips sod 4o give a new
dimie of ‘watchininels and téadatnefs.to the whole
of theic convarfations. they hawe furely the-greatelk
senfom to fay, ‘ Returts wat, thy mefl,- O- my foul,’
¢ for the L.ord. bath dealt-beumtifully with thes.’ .,

. 3» The Lord hath deak bowowifuily with;yeu,
you cam obfcrve a -particwlar mark end fignatuve of
his providence in your mercies. It is one thiag to
#eocive the bowaty of previdence, and anether to
difcon and confels the hand that beftows it. Even
with vegaed to the blefhings that are, in a great mea
{ure, common. 4o avery shing thak lives,. it is a man
ter of the higheft- moment, and -of great influcnce in
peligion, tb bave a deep and ferious ¢onviction from
whom they flow, tobe fenfible of the abfolute and
conltsnt dependance of every crettore upon God:
It places us immodiately in our Maker’s prd'enceﬁ
for, as the apbille Paol fays, A&s xvii,.27. .¢ —He
4 is mot far from every ose of us. - For ia him wp
¢ Jive, and mewe, and have our bemg.’

Bat though. this is 0t t0 be negleGed, 1 have
fomeshing farther in view, viz. Whea we ecan ob~
ferva the particular figps of providence, as well =
ghe grcious intention of it, as xbe firult of fpeci
sad diltingul(hiag lote, The footfeps of provideack
gre to be fen often in the means,—in the feafon,—
snd jh the pature of the mercy. 14, When the meand
by which any.mercy is brought about are extraors

dinary, qﬁfar beyond the rcachdhnmn,mﬁm,
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it ferves to fhew that God himfelf hath been theiy
help. Sometimes the children of God are left to
prove the weaknefs of all created help; and to-be
urged in a-manser 10’ thebrink of defpuir, that their
deliverance may be the mere fignal, and may the
more evidently polat out the very fiager of God:
What a merey is it, when the enontios of good men
wait for thieir halting, and hope to ovéercome them,
“and yet: they are remarkably dtliveted, and out of
_weaknefs are made flrong? Sec how the Plalmift
prays, Pfal. Ixxxvi, 16. 17. ¢ O turn unto me, and
¢ and have mercy upon me.- Give thy firength uato
¢ thy fervant, and fave the fon of thine handmaid:
- Shew me 2 token for good, that they which hase
* me may fee it, and be athamed; becaufe thou, Lord;
< haft holpen me, and comforted-me.’

2dly, Sometimes the providenca of God is-feen in
the feafon of the mercy. It is beltowed whea it i3
moft needed, or when it may be:of greateft ufe;
When the faith of his people is beginning to-fail, it
frequently meets with uncxpeted and eminent fop:
port.. Pfal. bexiii. 2. ¢ But as for.me; my feet were
¢ almoft gone: my-fteps bad well nigieflipt. v. ro;
¢ Therefore his people return hitlier: and waters of
¢ a full cup are wrong ont to them. Pfal-xciv. 16;
7, 18, 19..* Who will rife up'for me aguinft the &
¢ vil doers? or who wilkftand: up fer me againft the
¢ workers-of iniquity ? Unlefs the Lord lnd beea my
¢ help, my foul had almoft dwelt in filence, When B
* faid, my foot flippeth; thy mercy, OLord, held
¢ me up. In the multitude of my thoughts within
{ e, thy comforts delight my foul.” Whkeo they
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have .duties of dwportance beforethem, they bave
fometimes fuch fupplies.of grack and firength giveq
them, as to.carry them dwongh with comfort and
with credit. Sometimes, to prepare them for - trials
which ‘may be before them, shey- have uncommon
mealares of cobfoiaticn. from above; .and.fometimes
wnder:or after trials, for their fupport and comfory)
they meet with.all in the Creator, and nivch more
than they Joft 3a the creature, And [ bope, my. bre-
thren,. maoy have canfe 19 adore the wifdom, as well
ag- the grace of 'God ib publick ordinancés, that di:
rolds his minifters, aswell ae his Spieit, to-fuch I
firuftions as msy, be moft feitabie, bath to the wants
snd the defires of his fiints,- How excellent is foond
inftrnftion, :at anytate! But what 2 new beauty and
excelency. doet it acquire, in she eyes of that perion;
to whofe inward complaints it is direédy fuited? Ws
mayfay bfi it s Selireos fys, Prow, kv. 23.:4 A man
vhath:joy by thoamfiwer of his.mouth ; aod a word
< fpoken: in due fenldn, howw good iy itt — xatv..112
¢ A-wagd Sisly-fpoken-is.like apples of 'gdld.in pics
¢ tmaps. of . filver. . ifa. 1. 4. The Lord God hah
« givep me thesqague of dee-demynéd; that I faould

. xnoww-hotw: xolfped:;mxdin fedon to him. chat
‘hwm,}; b e IS I
- 3dly, Osce wore: The ngtmure of pmvldence i
fometimes feen'in'the hawire of the sercy, when it
inaxait fuited 1to: the Rate dnd charadter of the
perfon concersed. Our semper, fiation, dufies, have
. ithem-avery gheat-diverfity ;-and shere is frequentd
Iy an opportunity to oblerve how God difpentes his
gifts with wildom and propriety. -If he gives to the

\
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‘rich, huinility, thankfulnels, or liberslity; to the
poor, paticuce, truft, and refignation: - If -he keeps
the weak from temptation and trial; and fills with
fortitude thofe who are to meet with refiftance, and,
in general, accommodates his mercics to their sppa-
reat neceflity, can it be denied, that.he deals boun~
tifully with them. We are taught this troth in a

very tender paflage, Pfal. ciii. 13, 14, ‘Likeasafa-

¢ ther pitieth bis children, fo the Lord pitieth them:
¢ that fear him; for he knoweth our frame; he re-
¢ membreth that we are duft.’. In many inftances,
indeed, .this kindne(s and coudefcenfion is to be ob-

ferved both in the natare of mercies, and in the mea-

fare of affliftions, lfa. xxvii. 8. < In mealure, when it
¢ fhooteth farth, thou wilt debate with it ; he flayeth.
‘hxs:ongh\mndmthcdayofd)eaﬁwmd Tlns
leads me to abferve, .

3 Thatd:.elmdddsbmdlywhhlmm:

ple, when he gives them 2 clear and fatisfying view

of the falutary end, and enables them to make a fanc--

tified nfe both of their trials and mercies. 1 necd
got tell you, that calamities of various kinds arg in-
£pacable from this fate of mormlity and of fin; nei-

ther, need I tell you, that the childven of Gad never-
were, nor ever fhall be exempted from their fharg.
But, as their mercies have a quite different oatere

and influence, from thofe which are beftowed spea:

a carelefs, fecupe world; fo their taials hawe a pe~ .
culiar direction, ‘and are capable of a fpiriteal im~.

provement : pay, they.are rcptd’enwd,m fcnpmm;"
as the fruit and evidence of love, Heb. xii. §. ¢ And -

¢ ye bave forgotten the exhortation which fpeaketls
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¢ upto.you. as unto children, My fon, defpife not
« thoy the chaftening of the Lord, nor faint when

4 thou art rebpked of him. Pfal. Ixxxix, 30, 31}
¢ 32, 33. If his children forfakemy law, and walk not
¢ in my judgments; if they break my flatutes, and
* keep,not-my commandments, thea will [ vific their
¢ tranfgreflion with the rod, and théir iniquity with
* fhipes: meverthelefs, my loving-kindnefs will I not
¢ geterly take from ‘him, nor fuffer my faithfulned
¢ go fajl.’ . -

Now.my brethren, fomeum the chikiren of God
may Qruggle for a feafon under aflitions, and find
smuch difficalty to adhere fledfaftly to their duty:
nay, what do [ fay? truly they may.fin not a little

“ by impatience in their hearts, and fpeaking unad-

Aifed)y with:their lips,.as awell as by finking under
the firoke, and manifelting unbellef and diftruft in
the Rock of their falvation. ‘They may be sifo great-
ly.at a lofs %o interpret the language of providence,
and difcover the canfe of God’s controverfy with
thew. - They may fay; with the Phimift, Pfal, Ixxvii.
6,~—9. *I-call to remembrince my fong in the
¢ night; "|-commune with: mine own heart, and my
* fpirit made- diligent fearth. Will the Lord caft
‘off for ever! and will he be favourablé no
¢ wore'?- Is his mercy clean gone for ever? Doth
.¢ hig- promife: fail for evermore? Hath God for-
‘. gotten to: be gracious? : hath-he in anger fhut
* yp his- terfder meicles? Selab.’ Or, with Job, Job
¢ %, 1,—3. * My foul*is wesry of my life; I will
¢ Jeave my comphaitt upon myfelf; I wilt fpeak in
¢ the bitteraefs of my.foul. 1 will fay unto God, do
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¢ not condemn me;’thew mé wherefore “thou con-
s tendeft with me. Is it good nato thee, that thon
s-houldeft apprefs ?. that thou thouldeft defpife the
¢ work of thine hands, and thine upontbecounfelof
* gbe wicked ?’ .
- Put what a mercy. is it, when ntphfccbcod to
reconcile our minds to the will of his providence; to
fet home upon the confdence his right of fovereign-
ty;. his title to difpofe of oor perfons, our reputa-
tion, our fubftance, our relations, without exception
and withotit condition, cven as ke will; O bow hap-
py! to b able tofay, with our fuffering Savionr, <O
¢ may Father, if it be poffible, Jet this cup pafs from
. fme !} nevarthelefs, not as I.will, but as thou
¢ wilt. .And, again, if this.cep may not pafy away
¢ from me, except:k dfink ¢, thi will be dene’ I
this uoreafopable? Mothing lefs. «Should he not-do
what he will with his-awn?. Js it impoffible? Bleffed
pe God, it is far from it, . How-happy, my brethren,
to have owr corvnptiens mortified by fuffering ! 1o
have the fpirit brokes by contvition and penitence,
~when the bady is braken by facknefs: or diftrefs; to
wepken oHr attachmest to-the world, when. it is
thowing its inftability and wacertaintp as our poflef-
fien; t0-hate the.fin- for which, and not the God by
whom the Broke is infliked, lot it be of it da-
tars foever it willf.- Q how kappy: to'have divine
qonfolation under; fuflering ! an-angel fronfiheavin
frengthening s ! thefoulfsllowing hmid #fter God }
when the believer is enabled to delight. himfblf in
God, even in the-abfence of all outwmrd comfort!
and to fay, wish Hab. iii. 17, 18, ¢ Aithough the fig*
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¢ wea thall not blofom, reither Mall fruit be in the
¢ vines ; tive labovr of thiealive thall fuid, andtheficddy
¢ (hall yield #o theat; -the Hock fliall ba cur off frem
¢ the fold, snd stherts faall Be norhard.in the: fudfsy
¢ yet | will rejoice in the Eards I willjoy i the God
‘ ofmy falvation!” © haw happy is it, whety we
experience-the finétifying efiaflts of fufforing, i ke
able to look back: upen. it, 2ad find ther bitcernefs mid
faverity ovar; or mifigated by time, bue the fruits
of it remaioing, and duily gatheridg ftrength! ©Oué
aﬂxéhon,, truly-fandtifiedy prepares the mind foros
thers to follow, and makes theth botls move: tolkrable;
and moreufeful, He whohasfonght,and found corilo-
lationinGod, nader oneafliCtic, is refrefhed, bradedy
and armed for another' combat;, he iz not fo much e
fraid of new and-usknovm-enemics, beganlc he knaws
where to find fure and effeftoaf fuppost. TFhere is
fomethiag verynoble and animeted i thatpart of the
apoftie Paul’s Gfcourfe: to-the clders of Ephefosy.
which relates to his .{ufferiags for' the golpel,- AQq
XX, 22, 23> 34 ‘ And-naw, behold, -k go-bound i
« the fpisit. unte Jerufilem, not kirowisg: the thiags
¢_that (ballbefal me shere ; favey than thiRolyGhelt
¢ witneffeth in.every cisy, fiiyiag,. that honds and afe
¢ flitions abide-me. But nohe'of thelo things meve
¢ me; neither count L my-lifs déaf unto- myklf, fe
¢ that [ might Gajily my conle witly joy, and the mi-
¢ piftry which I hastenectived of the Laaid: Jefis, toe
« mitify the gofpel.of theé'gracd of God. - Feaanoe
go througlt citheér every kind of fuffering, oreverp
kind of benefit we may weceive from iv; but we have
the pleafuge of feeing: the!('ctﬁpﬁrcfaiﬂts,bdthitﬁe;

¥
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Old and New Teftament, bearing witnefs to the fa-
latary confequence of afflition. Thus David fays,
Phal. cxix. 67. ¢ Before I was afflited, I went a-
¢ firay; but now have I kept thy word: and, ver.
¢ 1. It is good for me that I have been affficted,
¢ that I might learn thy flatates.” And the apoftlc
Paul, Rom. v. 3. ‘ And not only fo, but we glory
¢ in tribulations alfo, knowing that tribulation work-
¢ cth patieace,” And fo certain is this truth, that,
I am perfuaded, there is no ferious excrcifed per-
fon among us, but is willing to ftrengthen the evi-
dence by his own teftimony,
© . 1 may add, that the Lord deals very bountifully
with thofe to whom he gives the fan&ified ufe of
their mercies; when in' general mercies have not led'
to fecurity or pride, but to thankfalnefs, and even to
a holy concern to improve them to the glory of God ;
when great abundance of outward pofleflions has
got led to fenfuality, or profanity,. or hardnefs of
heart; but, on the contrary, to humility, ufefal-
fiefs, liberality; when a numerous or growing fami-
‘ty, children fpringing up as olive plants ronnd about
the table, only fill the parents with a tender concern
to train them up in the fear of God, and feafon their
hearts with early impreffionsof religion ; when,
jnftead of a foolith jealoufy or ambition to have your
children more fumptuoufly drefled than others, your
great care is to have them kept from the focicty of
the vitious, and to have them no way behind the
very beft .accomplithed in every branch of ufeful
knowledge; when you are favoured with the e
feem and affeftion of otbers, and God enables you
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% iprove ‘your mﬂuence by zeal and ditigeace m
doing good.

Thefe are all fan@tified mercies; and, as the Lord
deals bountifully with thofe on whom they are bes
flowed from time to time; fo, in a&s of folema
worthip, it is an unfpeakable happinefs, when fuch
tlews are taken of our ftate and fituation, and of the
afpedt of providence towards us, as ferve to confirm
and ftrengthen every holy difpofition, and lead us in
the paths of truth and righteoufnefs. In the ’

4. And laft place. The Lord hath dealt bounti

Jatlty with thofe whom he hath admitted to the moft
intimate and fpiritval communion with himfelf;
thofe whom he hath carricd above the fphere of
temptation, filled them with fenfible joy in the Holy
Ghoft here, and earneft defires after the complete
and perpetual enjoyment of his prefence in heaven,
My brethren, it is no contemptible communion with
Ged, when the foul is poured out in penitential for-
row, filled with hatred of fin, with a love of God’s
Iaws, or fubmiffion to his providence; when the Spi
fit thines with clearnefs either on commands or pro-
mifes, and makes the heart approve and reft in them}
but there are alfo fpecial happy feafons, when the be:
Bever may be faid to leave his mercies, trials, fins,
and duties, altogether at a diftance, and to rejoice in
the contemplation of an infinite God. He is the
proper objeét of the higheft efieem, and moft ardent
Jove of every reafonable creature; he is the imme-
diate obje&t of delight and wonder to the celeftial
bofts; and fometimes he-vouchfafes fome degree of
melik:aaltedjoyevenglﬁ:eﬁimsonmth. It
2
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feems 1o have bean the -defire of Maks, whiea he
fays, Exod. xxxiii. 18. ¢ —1 befeech thee thew mi
¢ thy glory.’ - And the fame feems to have been the
bappy atrainment of the difciples on the mount of
transfiguration; of which fee the account, Mattly.
xvii, 1,~—4. ‘ And after fix dpys, Jefus taketh
¢ Peter, James, and Jolin his brother, and bringeth
¢ them up into an high mountain apart, and was
* transfigared before them, and his face did fhine a8
¢ the fup, and his raiment was white as the lights
¢ and, behold, there appeared unto them Mofes and
¢ Elias talking with him. Then anfwered Peter, and
¢ faid uato Jefus, Lord, it is good for us to be heres
4 if thou wilt, let as make here threc tabernacies; -
‘wae for thee, and one for Mofes, and one for E-
¢ lias,” The luftre of their Mafter’s appeararce, and
what they heard of his intercourfe with the two ig-
habitants of heaven, feems to have made them quite
forget that-they had any thing to do on eatth; or,
at leaft, made them very unwilling to re:urn to their
former flate.

. How_fhall I explain this; or bring i down &
thc conception of worldly meo? Peshaps it is wrong
to attempt it; bog, left any (hopld go away, fporks
ing with contempt or indignation. of commesnion
with God, as extravagance, enthnfisfn, aod folly,
fhall take leave to fupport it by the following illoflra,
tion. 8uppofe any of you were, a8 perhaps you
bave heen, admixted to the fight of feme exceeding
firange and wonderful appearance.fn natusie or art;
will aot this fometimes £ill you with inexpreflibie
farprite and delight ? will it not, for a tisha, quite Jo-
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fpend your attention to-any thing elfe ? Your bufinefs,
caves, feass, and other pleafores, will be all forgotten
for a fkadon, Now; if this is the cafe, I defire to
kaow, why the glory of the true God, difcovered in
his word, and illeftrated by his Spirit, may oot, o8
ought not tobe the fubjoctof thegreateft woader, and
molt exalted pleafure, to-thofe who truly-love him ?
The tuuth is, there is fo:much to be feen, that is fur-
Srifing and aftonithing, both. in the nature and works ~
p£God, ia creation, providenod,and redemption, that
the oaly thigg that hinders us: from dwelling with
delight on this great fubjed, is the finfulnefs of our
matgre, which too firongly prompts us to flec from
him. Whes therefiorg the believer is freed from the
apprchealions of guilr, and gogs to God, as his God,
in gratitade and daty, it isno wonder that he tates
a litdle of that unfpeakable joy that is at his right
baad. 1 doubs not, but mapy will fay this is true.
O let but the light of bis reconciled countenance
fhioe upon me, let me be but free from the doubt,
fufpicion, and fear, fuggefled by my fins, and hea-
wen would immediately begin to dawn upon my
foul! '

. . As intimate commusien with God may be faid to
dring down fomcthing of heaven to carth, o it al.
ways carries the defires of the foul from earth to |
Deaven, It is'not only made upof faith and con~
semplation in the prefeat flate, but of hope, which
" breathes after further difcoverics in a flato of greater
. paxfoQtion. It not only inercafes dpfire, but helps
oor conceptions. The foul, if I may fpeak f, climbs
wvmmdr@mmmkﬁx

\ ‘
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fos the farther into what flill remains, It Gys, as it
wers, if fuch the glory and Jufiee of the outer comrt,
what mufl be the unvailed fplendonc of the. oly.of
holics. You foe the apoftic Paul wmiakes this wié
of comparative refle@ions, 1 Cor. xiii. 9,~-i¢.
¢ For we know in part; and we prophely in pare;
4 but when that which is perfelt is come, then that
¢ which is in part {hall be done away. When 1 was
¢ a child, I fpake as a child, I pnderfiood as 3 child,
¢ I thought as a child; but, whea i bocame a man,
¢ 1 putawaychildith things: for now we fec through
4 a glafsdarkly ; but thes face to face: now I know
¢ in part, but then fhall { kmow even as alfo I am
¢ known. 1 Joha iii. 2.—~And it doth not yet appear
«wvhatwe thall be; bat we know, that when hefiyaif
¢ appear, we fhall be like him; for we fhall fee bim
¢ as he is.’

Alas! my brethren, that istimate communicg
with-God fhould be {o rare, -and that fo few of us.
should attain to the difpefition of the Apofiie of the
Gentiles, who defired ¢ vodepurt aml tobewith Chyifd,
¢ which is far-better.’ Let us be athamed of ir.
Surely maoy of us have tafted a good deal, and lecnr
4 good deal more of the waniey of the world, which
oughttommaﬁ&ionsﬁomi: Mappy, hape
py they? who' can ule the lasguage of the apofiis o
the Philippians, Phil. i#i. 20, 21. “Fot eur coaven-
¢fation is in heaven, from whence alfo. we lotk fer
o the Saviour, the Lord  Jefus Chrift; whoe fhall
¢ change our vile body, that it may be fafhioned liks
¢ unto his glorious body, aceording to the working,
¢ whercby he 1s abke ovea to fbdugall - things ante




Ser. 6. a fenfe of vurcies received, 18
£ himfelf. And, Titus i..13. ¢ Lookisg for that ble-
& fed hopr; and the glorious appearing of the great
% God; and pur Savionr, Jofus €hnifl.”. That there
ane fome who have been formerly, and of late, o bap-

-pily wvilited -with 'the diviee prefence, I have kitde .
doubt; 2iid 10 as many as have heen ©, fardy [ am
‘warranted to Gy, the Lord hath deals bountifinlly with
”. i1 ) . . :

1. 1 came now 1o the feeond thing propoded; vt

20 explaia the import of the Phalmift's refolution, or
-bis exbartation to bkis own foul, whieh all in the
- dame fituarion ought to imitare, Refurn wnto aby refs,
O my foul. .}t sy, pexhaps, be foppoled enlyto ind-
iy, that he selolves: ta farges his anmiety and tare,
and folace himfelf in thet fate of quiet-and focarity
#0 which he was happily braught by the kindnefs of
FProvidence ; but though, no doibt, this may be
gonfidered as, in past, the meaning of the words, {
«annot thikk it -is the whole. k would be doing
great injory to the holy Plalwifl; to fuppofethat he -
‘was.not caxied upsyard, itr his wigws, to the Author
of his rett, or to God himielf, as the reft of his fouf,
The whole plaim, indeed, breathes his piety and gra-
gitnde to God ; and Lis defive of tellifying it byé.
xgry proper and acoeptable eupreffion. Taking the
worda, therefors, in this light, we may fappofé them
40 imoply the following pasticulars: - '
- U, Hetarm, ‘and give the praife where it s duc’
and hambly acknowledge God as the author of thy
marcies. . He had, as we fee by the preceding ver-
#es; cameBly kmploved help from God in his diftecfs;
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sad, now, defires to confefs that it came from no o-
ther qnartcr We are exceeding ready to fail in thiy
; fometimes we look upon the outward
-acans and viﬁblemﬁmenuof our deliverance, and
forget the fupreme Difpofer of all events, who em-
ploys them, dire€ts them, and blefles themn. Some<
times we embrace the mercy itfelf with fo much comy-
placency, that we forget both our former neceffity,
and the author of our deliverance. In oppofition to
Doth’ thefe, it is our indifpenlible duty, %6 sferibe -
wery mercy we receive, and every deliverance with
which we are favoured, to‘God, as its proper au~
thor, and to offer him the tribute of praife, and to
blefs his name for cver. James i. 1. " Every good
¢ gift, and every perfelt gift is from above, and com-
« eth down from the Father of lights.” I admire-the
manaer of fpeaking frequently found in faripture;,
awhere the kindaefs of mea towards vs is immediate-
By and exprefslyattributed to the agencyof God, Gen,
xxxix, 21, ¢ But the Lord was with Jofeph, and
¢ fhewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the
¢ fight of the keeper of the prifon.’ A&s vii. g, 10,
* And the patriarchs, moved with envy, foid Joleph
¢ into Egypt; butGod was with him, and delivered
¢ him out of all his afflitions, and gave him favour
4 and wifdom in the fight of Pharaoh, King of E-
¢ gypt; and he magde him governor over Egypt, and
¢ all his houfe. Dan. i. 9. Now God had
¢ Daniel into favour and tender love with the Prmce '
¢ of the eunuchs.’
How great a duty, and how i importaat a part ef

xeligion, praife and thankfgiving to God are, may
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be fpan in.every pageof the hely. feyiptere,: both in
the way of procept asd. example, Deut. ¥ili. 18

¢ When thon haft eapen, and art full,then thouthale

¢ blefs the Lord thy God, for the good land which he
¢ hath giver thee. * Pldl. cxxxvi. 1, 2, 3. * O give
«thanks wato the Lord, for beisgoed; for hiswners
¢ oy endumih for cver. ‘O give thamks mato the
¢ God of geds; for bis mercy etdureth for ower
€O give thsaks t0 the Lord of Losds; for tis
¢ mency codmeeth for ever. Phl. dfi. 1, 2, 3.
< Blefs the Locd, ‘'O sy foul, and all thet is
« witkin-ive, biefs his holy nat.  Blefs the Lovd;
¢ O'my foul, and forget pot efli his bemefits; ‘whe
sforgiveth all thine iniquities; who besieth 'alf
< thy difeafes. PBfal. cxlv. 1, 2. 1 will extol thee;
« my God, O king; and | will blefs thy namefor &
¢ var amd ever,  Ewery day will 1 blefs thee; and 1
< wil prsife thy naew for ever and ever.” And thus

this duty -oxght- particularly: to be. diftdrrged oy

thofe who haie een highly favsivred of God 1 any
refpodt, s very plain.  Though the ghory of God ¥
the Wbjeét of hdbitual adoration, aed the conftant
ooufe.of bis-banbty, the fabjeft of habical grawd
®ds, yot hew and fpecial mmestics, give, as it were, &
oew fpring, said add ftrength and vigour to the foul
in tisickeriife; - Odtr phaifesongho i be pirticwha,
a8 well as geseral; and ‘thofe wivo obferve and res
¢ord ‘she fpedal inftances of divine mercy toward
them, will find a fulbefs of heartin this daty, to which

they are perfett Arangers, who fatisfy thensfelves

with a:general 20d indifcriminate sckoowiedgment
of the divine bouaty. Many of the pfalms of Da:
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vid are monuments of his gratitude, for particular in-
serpofitions of providence in his behalf, and bear par-
ticalar marks of reference to the time and circum-
Aances of his diftrefs.

I only add, upon this fubjed, that the Pfalmift
might well fay, in this fenfe, Return unto thy reft,
0 my foul; for a tender and afieCtionate acknowledg-
meat of the mercies of God, not only makes us find
our reft in him, but makes his mercies reft with us;
itincreafes the fweetnefsof every comfort ;—it purifies
its nature ;—it prolongs its duration.—Itincreafes the.
fweetnefsof it : for thisI appeal to theexperienceof ¢-
very child of God, Do you ever tafte fo much real de-
light inany mercy, aswhea you pour out your heart to
God in gratitade for beftowing it; cven in giftsfrom
men we are fometimes fenfible of a higher valuc in
them, on account of the perfon who gave them, than
sny worth they hawe in themfelves. This holds, in
the firongeft manner, with regard to God ; the more
we reters our mevcies in praife to the giver, the more
we pofiefs them, and the greater richnefs we difco-
ver in them.—It alfo purifies their nature. Many
isftances of divine goodnefs regard our ftate and cir-
comftances in the prefent life; they are the objedts
of fenlible gratification, as well as religious gratitude.
Now, when we obferve and celebrate the kindnefs
of him that beflows them, they not oaly firengthen
the body, bat fanctify the foul. Is it not fomething
more thap barely outward provifion, when we fay
with the Pfalmift, P@l. xxiii. 5. ¢ Thou prepareft a
¢ table before me, in the prefence of mine enemies;
¢ thou ancinteft my head with oil; my cup ruaacth
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¢ ower ?'——Again, it prolongs the doration of our
mercies. One of the confequences of .the weaknefs
and imperfe&tion of the prefent ftate, is, that we are

- ready foon to forget our mercies, and to lofe the re- ~

lith of them.- In how many inflances do we find,

that what gave us great and fenfible pleafinze at firft,

becomes, in time, habitual, and, at laft, indifferent.
tous? Now, praifing, and confeffing the goodnels
of God in them, ferves to write them upon our
hearts; to continue the fweetnefs of common mer-
cies; and keep up the memory of fignal mercies, or
thofe of an extraordinary kind. Health, ftreagth,’
provifion, and comfort, when they are notinterrupt-

ed, are apt to be quite overlooked; but the daily’

acknowledgment of - divine goodnefs, givés us mot
only the poffeffion but the ufe of them. Signal mer-
cies, in time, {lip out of the memory, but the more
we have acknowledged them, they will be the more
eafily recalled to remembrance. I have known in-
ftances of pious perfons, appointing fixed days of
thankfgiving for extraordinary deliverances, which
ferved to renew their fenfe of them, and gave them
fome degrec, at leaft, of the fame joy and gratitude
which they felt when the event happened. Some
alfo, by keeping a record in writing of the paths of
divine providence toward them, are able to read them
over at proper times in their order, to compare them

together, and thus, as it were, to have a rich feaft-

upon a whole life of mercies, the remembrance of

many of which would otherwife have been effaced -

by time,
. This expreflion may imply returning to Geod,

4|
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and delighting in him es our reconelled God, and fa-
preme portion and happinefs, This is mdeed the reft
of the gracioms. foul, whicls. gives him more joy than
all omtward poffefons: caken topether. His outward
have o wilae, Dut as they flow from it,

and lend back to it. Bis fays with the Pldmift, Pfal.
iv. 6,7, 8. ¢ Therc bemany that fay, who will thew
.¢us any geod? Lord, life thou up the Rght of thy
¢ countesance upo . Thou Kalt put ghadnefs
¢ oy heast,. more o i the time that thefr cor
¢« and their wige fneveafed. I will both by me down
* in peace and flesp: for thow Lord only makeft me
‘.dwelt in fafety. Pfal. bexiff. 23,25, Neverthelefs
¢ I am continually with thee: thouw haft Kolden me
¢ by my right band. Thow fhelt guide me with thy
¢ eounfch, and afterward receive me to glory,. Whomt
¢ have Lin heaven bus theee? and there is none upon
¢ earth that I defire befides thee.’ Now, my bre-
thiea,. this reft is frequently diffurbed, and meets
with interruption i the prefenviife. Sin is the chief
casfe of interruptivn; iv raifes an interpefing cloud,
and feparates betweeu God and us: But it is alfo
fometimes ixterrupted by affliétion, and diffefles of
variaus kinds. Thefe two caufes Have a mutual re-
latios, and a mutual influedce one wpon another,
Afllictions bring: fim to remembirance, and fin fquee-
zes.the bitteret ingredients into the cup of afflicti-
on; fo that it fometimes beconies a cop of tremblingr,
Fhe believer is often ready to miftake the rod of
fatherly corretion for the exterminating firoke of
avenging juftice : hence the bitter and heart melting
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complamts of many of the children of Gad. Job. vi.
. For the arrows of the Almighty are withia me,

. t.he poifon whereof drinketh wp my {pirit, the ter<
<rors of -God do fet themfclves i 3tay againft me.
Pgl. xlik. 6, 7. ¢ Omy God, my foul is: caft down
¢within me: therefore will I remember thee fiom
* the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from
¢ the hilk Mizar. Dgep calleth unto deep at the noife”
¢ of thy warer-fpautss all thy waves and thy billows
¢ are gone ovey me.” Lam. iil. 1,—~=4. I am the man
“that, hath feen afliion by the rod of his wrath.
¢ He hath: led me and brought me into durknefs, but ~
¢ pot inta light. Surely againft me is be tirned, he
¢ tawneth his haad againft me all the day. My fleth
.¢.and my fkio hath he made old, he hath broken my
¢ bopes.’

 While'thiscontinues, the believer is excluded from
hi¢ reft; and indeed the more peace he can take in
ahy thing, while at a diftance from God, fo much
the woefe fign it is of his charaler; fo much the
maré fearfol fymptom of his flate. But when the
Eord hath loofencd his bonds, lifted op. his countes
wance upon him, and given him peace, is it not pro-
per aod patural for him to fay, Return unto thy reft,
© my foul Sfor the Lerd bath dsalt bountifully with
ther. When he hath féen the marks of diftinguithing
Yove ia his mercies; when he hath. tafted confola-
tion under fuffering, or communion with God, in
pedli¢ or in fecret, will not this difpofe him to reft
i God, to improve the happy feafon, and defire its
continvance? All thiags elfe are vain, and have prove

- o8 their venity, but compll:te fatisfaltion is bere,
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T have no doubt, my brethren, that this is, if not
the only, yet one of the chief fenfes, in which we
ought to underftand thefe words. Reft, you know,
fappofes labour, and even wearinefs before. Reft
alfo feems to imply that which is the end of labour,
or thedefire of the weary. It alfo fignifies that which
is to continue, or that we wifh to continue without
“further change. ‘In this fenfe it is ufed, Pfal. cxxxii.
8. and 14. ¢ Arife, O Lord, mto thy reft, thou, and
¢ the ark of thy firength, This is my reft for e-
¢ ver; here will Idwell ; for  have defired it:* which "
refers to the ark of the teflimony taking a fixed a-
bode, and being no more carried about from place to
pla.oe The fame fenfe is conveyed to us by Heb.
iv. 9. ¢ There remaineth therefore a reft to the peo-
ple of God." When, therefore, the Pfalmift fays,
Return unto thy reft, O my foul, it means that God,
and his favour, was his fupreme and ultimate de-
fire, the very centre of his hope. Is it not fo with
every real fervant of God?  All true religion points
to, and ends in this.” All religion, without this, is
an empty form. And when we return to this, after
any interruption, is it notlike the diftreffed mariner,
after having been driven about in 2 tempeftuous o-
cean, and threatened every moment with deftrution
by the rifing billows, at Jaft obtaining fight, and en-
tering with heart-felt'joy into a haven of fecurity
and peace?

3. In the laft place, this expreﬂion implies a con-
fidence and reliance on God for proteltion and feca-
rity againfl future dangers. This feems neceffary to
the completenefs and perfe&xon of any deliverances

-
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‘The danger may be warded off for a feafon ; if there
is ground to fear its immediate or fpeedy return, the
fate is very precarious, and the comfort very imper-
_ Ee&t; but thefe who are delivered from fear of evil,
and thiok they can depend upon their defeace and
vard, have received a deliverance indeed. ‘
- Now, this is the view which a believer is particu-
larly led to take of God, as bis fure and all-fufficis
€nt help. 'He confiders the greatnefs of his power,
the operation of his providence, and the faithfulnefs -
of his promife. How often does the Pfalmift exprefs,
in the moft triumphant maaner, his dependence up-
oo God ? Pfal. xviii. 1, 2, 3. *I will love thee, O
¢ Lord, my firength. The Lord is my rock, and my
¢ fartrefs, and my deliverer; my God, my firength,
¢ in whom I will truft; my buckler, and the horn
¢ of my falvation, and my high tower. Iwill call
* npon the Lord, who is woithy to be praifed; fo
¢ fhall I be faved from mine enemics. Pfal. bdii. 5,
¢ 6, 7. My foul, wait thou only upon God; for my
¢ expeltation is from him.' He only is my reck and
¢ my falvatton ; he is my defence; I fhall not be
¢ moved. Ip God is my falvatiot and my glory;
¢ the rock of my ftrength, .and my refugeis in God,
¢ Pfal. cxlvi. 5, 6. Happy is he that hath theGod of .
* Jacob for his help, whofe. hope is in the Lord his
¢ God; which made heaven and earth, the fea, and
¢ all that therein is, which keepeth truth for ever.”:

. My brethren, this truft and dependence on God is
a very confiderable part of the reft and comfort of
the believer’s foul” He s, on all hands, farrounded
with eaemies, Liable to f;ﬁ'ering, expofed to tempta-

2 .
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tions. Themore he knoweth of himfelf, the mote
be feels his own inherent weakpefs and infuffici-
ency. But, in God, he fees full and adequate pravi-
fion for all his wants, Pfl, xxxiv, 22. ¢ The Liord
* redeemeth the foulof his fervants; and:none of them
"6 that truft in him fhall be defolate.” - .
. This truft is alfo, in a pasticylar manaer, gesprat-
ed, by remembring the paft goodnels, or by 4 &nfe
of the receat mercy of God. ‘W have daily experir
ence of our own weaknefs and unfieadinef§ in this rey
fpeft. ' When our hopes ar¢' in any seafure difap-
_ pointed; when calamitics threaven; whes afflitions
vifit s, we are ready to yield to the-dark fuggeftions
of fear and defpondence; bt whea we contdmplate
the great goodaef of God on former: occafions, or
when we hawe met with any $isgular. manifeftasion
of his grice and favour, it farves to frengthen our
confidenoe, and often, indeed, to:cover us with fiame
for ioor - babelief nd difnift. Ga thewhole lthien, a
believer who mitates the Plalimift in this expreft
fion, Return into thy teft, O my foul, may be foppoef-
ed wiay, «“ Thop haft tatted, Omyfoul, of the loving
¢ kindnelsof God | he hath brought theé out of deep
& wasers; ‘he hath calmed thy fears; he hath fet thy
 foet upon a:rbek 5 he hatheftsblithed ithy-gomist
« Blafh, biisth] when:' thou confideredt bow -eafily
s thy confidenoe was fhnken; hbw prome thon waft
< to fink underaffliction ;. and, 'upor overy new tial,
« to dowbt s powor, and diftruft his prowife. But,
% now, return abto thyryeft; lay afide thy fears,
¥ which have R ankappy an nfluence both -on’ thy

..
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- * progrefs and comfort. - Commit thy waystolnm,
% and he will bring thy defires to pafs.”

1 come now, in the laft place, to make fome prac-
tical i improvement of what hath been faid: And, 14,
JFrom what bath been faid, you may obferve one
great branch of the finfulnefs of the world in gene-
ral; forgetfulnefs of God; and unmthankfulnefs for
his mercics. How little feafe of the divine goodnefs
is in the hearts of men? how formal, cold, and fro-
zen their language in praife? how languid their en-
deavours to ferve him, from whofe indulgent hand
every blefling they enjoy flows? One would think
that here might be fome hold even of worldly
men, who have not wholly extinguithed the light of
patural confcience. ‘The greateft part of this dif-
courfe has been directed to thofe of another charac-
ter. Suffer me, now, to fpeak a little immediately
to them. You are not infenfible to worldly comforts;
on the contrary, you loye them too ardently; you
feek them 100 eagerly; you indulge them too libe-
sally. Confider, I befeech you, who it is that be-
ftowed them; who it is, that, when he pleafeth, can -
blaft them to you, or withdraw them from you. O
the blindnefs and infatuation of mortal men! How
pafling and tranfitory are all created comforts! how
certain and fpecdy the approach of death and judg-
ment! Think what return you have made for all
the goodnefs of God toward you from the womb e-
wen till now. And let me beg every hearer to recol-
le@ how far he ftands indebted to God for conti-
aucd health, for plcntifu}(proviﬁon, for remarkable

gou Bed 3 .
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deliverances, for early inftruion, for providentixd
warnings. And if. God, by his Spirit,-has raifed cor~
victions in your minds, or earneftly pleaded with you
To his gofpel, in what a terrifying Tight will alf this
defpifed goodnefs appear, when you come to the
brink of that gulf which feparates you from an éter-
nal world, but, above all, when you appear before
God in an unembodied ftate? It is my duty to fet
this before you with plainnefs and -fidefity; ‘it is
your prefent privilege, that you hear the thingsthat
belong to your everlafting peace. May God him-
felf write them upon your hearts, and conftrain you
to flee, by faith, to the blood of fptinkling, which
fpeaketh better things than the blood of Abel.
2dly, Let me alfo befeech every ferious perfon,
who now hearsme, to confider how far he hath fin-
ned againft God and his own comfort, by forgetting
the goodnefs of God, both in commen and fpecial
mercies, It is furprifing to think how little we
make canfcience of this duty, and even when it is re-
membred in fome meafure, in what a lifelefs, heart-
Jefs manaer it is performed.” . How little proportion
is there between the prayers of diftrefs, and the fongs
of deliverance? how little fenfe pon our minds of
the many gracious interpofitions of divine providence
in our favour? If he hath invited us'to communion
\vxth bimfelf; if he hath brought us Into the fecree
chambers, and made his banner ovet us to be love,
how foon is it forgotten ? how little defire of its-con:
tinuance? what faint endeavours to recover it ! how
. litile concern to improve it?  Strange, indeed, that
fome, after talting of the heavenly mnans, fhould
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~ comford, as your dusy 2. ‘Toforget amercy, is to lofe
at; o goic thanks foo it, isito .prcﬁqe, and . v
creafe it. It is a very commen- miftake for fdrious
serfons to fit hroodidg: over their forrows,. and,
by that mcans, at once, to increafe theis fuffer-
fings, and 't prevent their deliverance. . d.do. mot
mow a more ufefol dise@ion to melancholy of de-
-jdfied Chriftisns; than'by s deliberate ffort of mind,
Siom asfenfe of duty, torecollett, ind give praife to
God for ¢he any mercies'which he bath beffowed
on .them," This may be a happy mean of “filen-
cloyg their comphaints, of terning the ¥ide.of  their af-
feltions, and giving them * beauty for afhes, the-oll
*@f joy for mownraing, and the:garment of praife for
~the fpirit of hedvinefs.’ Isnot thankfulnefs the im-
provement-of mercies ? andhath not Godfzid, to him
that ¢ hath fhall be given, and he fhall have more a-
¢ bondamly ; .and from- bim that hath not fhall be
# taken gway .even that which he feemeth to have 2°

..gdip, T fhall donclude, with offering the three ful-
Jomng dire@ions to thofe 'who are. tru"ly* fenfible of
the goodnefs of God. .

1. Be cummfpe& aund watchful; though a- thank-
ful Frame “of fpirit is of grem advantage, both for
your fan&ification 2nd peace, yetitis not ont.of the

- geach of temptation; let it not produce pride; fecu-
rity, ar felf<ffficiency. It'is an éxcellent dire&tion
given by the Pfalmift to.men in high Ration and pro-

‘But do yeu not {in 28 mach. againt intereft and‘
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fpmty, Pfal, ii..11. ¢ Serve the Lord with fear, and
" ¢ rejoice with trembling.’ Take heed alfo, left it de-
geuerate into carnaland fenfual joy, making you reft
with complacency in the creature, inftead of being
led by it top!myourddightandhappmdsin the
unchangeable Creator. -

2. Be publick-fpirited and ufefol; if tthord halh
dealt bountifully with you, commend his fervice, and
:fpeak to his praife. This was often the refolation
-and prattice of the pfalmift David, Pfal. lxvi. 16,
.¢ Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will de-
¢ clare what he hath dooe for my foul. PhL exlw.

¢ 5,6, 7. 1 will fpeak of the glorious henour of thy
¢ majefty, and of thy wondrous works; and mea
¢ thall fpeak of the might of thy terrible adls; and I
< will declare thy greatnefs. They fhall abundant-
¢ ly utter the memory of thy great goadnefs, and
¢ fhall fing of thy righteoufnefs’ Let mne reconr-
mend this particularly to Chriftians of age and ex-
perience. It gives feligion a very difcouraging a.
-fpelt to younger perfons, when fuch bave nothing to
"atter but complaints. On the contrary, where can
we behold a more edifying fight, than aa aged per-
fon ready to bear teftimony to the peace and comfort
of true religion, dying by peceflity to the piea~
fures and gaietics of time, but living above them on
the earneft of his future inberitance; and, inftead
-of a fretful fpirit arifing from the fraidties of a tot-
tering frame, preferving a chearfulnefs and ferenity
of miad, in the hope of 4 blefled refirre@tion.——X
dmagioc 1 hear fogpe fay, Dothing is more tree; bug,

SR
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e’ 13 st the peifon : I e Hothing in e, Bu:
ctitffes 6F complaint; or Brotinds-of fear. I‘bchevc it
ts-fo with all; but you have miftaken, or

e meaning of the eshortatich. 14id not advife you
8 bosft of youﬂ?e!f but'todpeak to the praifeof God.
I believe it is good, i moft cafes, to refift defpond-
ing fears, as fo many temptations, and fend them a-
way, as hinderers of your duty, without a reply. Or,
may I not juftly fay, admitting the truth of all that
you can advance. againft yourfelves, is it not but fo
much the more reafonable, that you thould fay,
with Jacob, Gen, xxxii. 10, ‘1 am not worthy of
¢ the leaft of all the mercies, and of all the truth,
¢ that thou haft fhewed unto thy fervant.’

3. Be frequent and diligent in fecret prayer. This
is the way to preferve your watchfulnefs, and to in-
creafe your ufefulnefs. The more you converfe with
God in fearet, you will fpeak with the more judg-
ment and profit to men in publick. This is the
way to difpofe of your complaints, What fignifies
sepeating them to men, who may defpife you, and,
at beft, can only pity you, when you may carry them
to God, who can effeétually help you? Speak as
much ill of yourfelves to him as you pleafe; but be
fo juft as to fpeak honourably of him, and his fer
vice, to others who converfe with you.—Now, may
the Lord fupply all your wants, from his riches in
glory, by Chrift Jefus. May he give you the fanc-
tified ufe of every ftep of his providence, whether of
mercy or of trial. ¢ May the God of peace, Heb.-
« xiil, 20, 21. that breught again from the dead our-
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¢ Lord Jefus, that great Shepherd of the fheep,
< through the blood of the everlafting .covenant,
¢ make you perfect in every. good wark, to do hig
¢ will, working in you that which is well-pleafing
¢in his fight, through Jefus Chrift; to whom he
¢ glory for ever and ever. Amen.’
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SERMON VIL

A view of the glory ‘of God ‘humbling to
thc foul

. Jos xlii. 5, 6.

1 bave beard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but
" new mine eye feeth thee. Wherefore I abbor my-
Jelf, and repent in duft and afbes,

!

Y brethren, we' can have no experimental
knowledge ; and, indeed, we have not much
diftin® knowledge at all of the natare of religion,
a8 it takes place among angels, and other intelligent
beings, who have kept their firft eftate, and never
were polluted by fin. From fome things, however,
recorded in fcripture, we have reafon to believe that
they appear before God with the greateft lowlinefs
and felf-abafement, that they are at all times deeply
penetrated with a fenfe of the infinite difproportion
between themfelves, as derived, dependent, limited,
imperfe& beings, and theeternal, immutable, omnipo-
tent Jehovah, Thus, in the vifion of Ifaiah, in the fixth
chapter of that book, ver. 1, 2, 3. “Inthe year that
¢ Kiog Uzziah died, I faw the Lord fitting upon &
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« throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the
« temple.. Above it ftood the feraphims;, gach.oge
¢ bad fix wiogs; wik. bwain. o covegedk 1is -face;
« and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain
¢ he did fly. And one cried unto another, and faid,
« Holy, holy, holy is- the Lord of Hofts, the whole
¢ earth is full of his glocy.’ But, if this is the cafe
with thefe exalted and’ hippy fpirits, héw muich more
muft a deep humiliation of mind be neceffary to us,
who, by fin, have rendered ourfelves the juft objects
of divine wrath, and whofe hope of falvation is
founded only on the riches:of divine grace? We
ought never tq forget, that every, inftance of the fa-
vour of God to map, is not to be confidered as the
éxercife of goodnefs to the warthy, nay, not mesely

as bounty to the heedy, or help to the miferable, but

mercy to the guilty.

Fog this reafon, as repeatance is.neceffary to every
ﬁqaq: -in; arder %0 bis reconciliation with God, fo
‘taofe, Chrifkians prefewe. the julteft views of ‘their
prefent ftate and charadler, as well as the: foundation
of their hope, wha frequently renew this falatary
exergifes I camnot help faying further, that thof€
make the wifclt provifion fer the prefervation of
their inwayd peace,. who frequently wator sthat ten-
der plans, witly the tears of pendtegtial forrow. To
affit you in this exercife, snd to poiateut the pro<
per ggound;soﬁit, 1 have chofen to iafift a Hide on
thefe wards, in which you fee the offe® which a dif-
covery of the glory a0d majefly of God had upon’

Bis fervant Jab: 1 bave beard of thee by the hearing - -
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of the ear; but now mine ey Jeeth dhee. Wierefora
1 abhar myfelf, and.repent in dajt ond. qfbes.

Tt is, ot seceffary to my prefint purpofe, to entex
far into the difpute betyeen Jab and his friends, als
though, po daubt, the waords of the text have an e»
vident relation fo.it. The contraverly feems plaine.

ly to have turned upon this point, His fricads finds’

ing bim in deep diftrefs, under she moft complicated
am;&;on, would peeds have it, that nq good man
could be fa frowmeq ypon by a righteous God ;- and
therefare that his former profeflion muft have been
hypocritical and falfe. Thisis evident from the man.
per in which Eliphgz opens the charge againft him,
chap, iv. 6, 7, 8, g. “Is pot this thy fear, thy con-
¢ fidence, thy hope, and the uprightnefs of thy ways 2
¢ Remember, I pray thee, who ever perithed, being
¢ innocent ? or where were the rightcovs cut off?
¢ Even as I have feen, they that plow iniquity, and
s fow wickednefs; reap the fame. By the blaft of
«.Gad they perifh, and by the breath of his noftrils
¢ are they confumed.” In oppofition to this, Job af-
fgrts and maintgins his integrity in generaland, with.
al, affirms their opinion ta be falfe; for that God, in
his juft and fovereigp providence, brings affliftion
both pn the righteous and the wicked. That this-is
the propofition which he all along endeavours tafupe
post, it plain,.as from many ather paflages, To parti»
cularly from chap. ix, 22. * This is ape thing, there:
¢ forg I faid it, he deftroyeth the perfed, and the
‘ chked ?

" Thys ftood the matter, in difpute, between Job
aad his friends, in whxch,sthcﬂeh that gaod &an,



206 . Aviewd tbe glory of God  Ser. 7(

had foppérted the truth, on the fabje of divine pro-

vidence ;- yet, in the heat of the debate, and the an-

guith of his own fufferings, he had let fall fome ex-

preflions, not only of impatience, but of difrefpect
to the condu& of the Lord his Maker. For thefe

he was firft reproved by Elihu, and afterwards, with

unfpeakable force and majefty, by God himfelf, who

afferts the fovereignty of his power, and the righte-

oufhéfs of his providence. On this difcovery of the

glory: of divine perfeltion, the fufferer was deeply
humbled, and exprefles a fenfe of his own vilenefs

end folly, in the 4th and gth verfes of the fortieth

chapter: ¢ Behold, 1 am vile, what fhall I anfiver
s thee? I willlay mine hand upon my mouth. Once

¢ have I fpoken, but I will not anfwer; yea, twice,

¢ but I will proceed no further.” And, again, in the

beginning of the forty-fecond chapter, conc!udmg

with the words of the fext.

" It isnot improbable, from the beginning of the

thirty-eighth chapter, that it pleafed God to give Job

fome vifible reprefentation of his glory and omnipo-

tence. This was not unuofual, in antient times, before
the canon of the fcripture was clofed. But, no doubt,

the difcovery which chiefly affe€ted him was inward
and fpiritual, carrying home; with irrefiftible force,
the great truths which we ftill find recorded in a
manaer inimitably nobleand fublime. 7 Aave beard of
thee, fays he, by the bearing of the ear ; but new mine
eye fecth thee. ‘This implies, that, as feeing g'weé a
more diftin&, full, and fatisfying knowledge of any
thing, than hearing of it only by the report of others,

the impreflions which he then had of the majelty
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aad.gbxy of Gad; were far ftronger than ang he had
ever felt before.—Therefore, {ays he, I abbor myfelfs
It filled him with felf-lothing and abhorrence.— #nd
I repent in duft and afbes. 'This is cxther, in gene-
ral, a ftrong expreffion of deep penitence and forrow,
of which duft and. afhes were antiently the fignsg
. ©f, perhaps, it has a particular reference’tothis prel
fent miferable and afllicted flate, *defcribed in chap: .
ii. 8. *And he took him a potfherd to fcrape hime
¢ felf withal; and lie fat down.among the athes.’* As
if he had faid, Lord, I am deeply fenfible of the es
vil of every rath word, of every rebellious thoughnt
1 confefs, that thop haft afflicted me in truth and
fanthfulnefs and that, jn this low and defolate coms.
dmon, it becomes me to lay my hand upon my
mouth, and to repent of that guilt which would
have fylly _)ulhﬁed thy pravidence in a mn hamcr.
fircke, ..
2o The word; thns explamcd prefent o ns this- gco
peral and moft important truth, That a difcovery of
the perfection, glory, and majefty of God, has a
powerful jofluence in leading us to repentance; and
that.the clearer this difcovery is; the more fincere
will be out repentancd, and. the decper-otir humilia+
tion. , Indifcourfing further oo: this fhbjedt, at pre-
fent, L propofe, only,. through divine affiftance,

.. . To make fome obfervations, at once to illuf-
trate and confirm. the. propofition above laid down,
aswd;éeﬁ'e&ofadi:myofthdghry ofGod

Audjothe. ., .
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M. Asd Iaft place, to Bake fome practical imﬁom
mt of whar fhall be faid.

1. Then, I am to make fome obfervations, av once
10 explain and codfirmx the propofiion joft now lad
dows, as to the effect of a difcovery of the glory of
God. But, befoic we enter on what is principally -
intended, I muft intreat your atteation to thz ftsb
lowing preliminary remarks : ]

1. That this trnth wifl hold equally cereain in
whatever way the difcovery is made, It may pleafe
60d 1o manifeft Himfif to his people in Yery diffec
bent.ways. Sometimes it nay be in 2 way wholly;
or in part, thiracutous, as in the:café of Job, Hafah;
and fome dthers mentioned in fcriptore; fometithes
by afftcting difpenfutions of providenct ; fometites
by his ordinances; or inflitated worthip, aceompas
nied with the operation of his Spirit; and fometimes
by this laft alotte, witkout the helpor scceffion of
any outward ‘mean.

* a. I hope it will not be thooght infproper, ibat,
* n reafonlog on the Wfaence of & difcovery of the
glory of God, T'fomédmhes bring in view ilve addis
tiopal sshaifeflations piveh us Ln the-gofpel of dhe div
vine glordy. * This; to be fltre; . condd-sot be. luppos
fed to muke a past.of ‘what was difcovéred 10 Job;
to whom that myftery, hid from ages and genera-
tiots, and only opened 1n the faluefs of time, Wwas
véry obfcutely,if at sl ‘kaown. But the exsnspls;
afforded s dn the teir, koads ub fo:0 genéral trothy
in the nlluﬁranon and apphcauon of which, we ;i
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make ufe of all that is known to us of the nature .
and government of God. The

3. And principal remark is, that, when-T fpeak:
of the influence of a difcovery of the glory of:
God, I mean an internal and fpiritual difcovery,
and not fuch a kuowledge-as is merely fpecula-
tive, and refts in the underftanding, without des
{cending into the heart. There is a common dif-
tintion to be met with in almoft every pralti--
‘cal-wrifcr, between knowledge merely fpeculativey .
that fwims in the head, and pratical or faving .
knowledge, that dwells in and governs the heart.
That there is fuch a diftin¢tion in fat, experienceo: -
bliges every man to confefs: but-it is extremely dif:
ficult to fpeak ina clear and precife manner uponit; .
to tell wherein it confifts;” or to fhow how thefe two-»
forts of knowledge differ otherwife, than by their ef:
fé&s. Yet even to point out their radical difference; .
feems necellary to me, who propofe to (how the hap- -
py inflaence and powerfal “efficacy. of this' know: -
ledge, when it is of the right kiad, .

For this purpofe, my biethren, be-pléafed to ob:
ferve, that a barren fpecalative khowledge of God, ,
is that which fixes chi¢fly on his natural perfe&ions
or, if it be fuppofed to. take id fiich'as are moral; it
is only to reafon upon them as an object of fcience;
but the. true knowledge of Gad, is an inward -and-
.fp,iritual difcovery of the amiablenefs and excellence
of his moral .perfetions; or, to fpeak more in the -
feripture ftyle, to perceive that heisindéed * glorious .
%in his holinefs.- Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of -
Jhofts. This is. the sl,a'n‘guage of celeftial addra«-

C v ¥ .
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tion, of thofe who *fee him as he is, and know even
¢ as they are known. The fame, in fome meafare, is
the view given to everyreal child of God on earth, and,
alone, ferves to diftinguifh his children of every rank,
and every degree of capacity, from others of an .op-
pofite charalter. Let mie fuppole a poor Chritian,
weak in underftanding, and unaffilted by education,
who is witnefs to any extraordinary aét of divine
power: for example, a thuader florm, feeming to
rend the heavens afunder, and either laying fome an-
tient and venerable pile in athes, or, perhaps, ftrik-
ing fome perfons to death, ia a manner fwifter than
thought; be is immediately affected with a fenle
of the fovereignty of the Lord of nature, the holi-
nefs of every part of his will, the duty of abfolute
fubjection in the creature, and the finfulnefs of every
rebellious thought. But, above all, he is ftruck
with a fenfe of the malignity of fio, which has in-
troduced fo many natural evils, and, as it were,arm-

ed the incenfed “elements in their Maker’s caufe. .

Such a-perfon, though he can exprefs his thoughts
but very poorly, nay, though he cart hardlyfpeak to
others with coherence -or confiftency, 'fecs much
more of God, than he whao can reafon on the plane.
tary fyftem; who can trace the beauty, variety, and
extent of the Creator’s works, and therice Infer-the
peceflity of a felf-exiftent, almighty, and' inteligentt
firft canfe, The one may expatiate on thie wonder-
ful works, or the wife purpofcs, 'of the Author of
patare; the other feels and confeffs him vo'be God.
Alas! my-brethren, we fee ‘too’ often,” that knbw-
Jedge and holinels iz qs,‘.dg 1ot bear proportiow'dod
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o another. "We fee.oviry day examples of the great-
ft: imelléctual: abilitiss, : the noblelt matural talents,
‘Beiﬁgﬂa%ﬁfﬁi to abve worft.of purpoles; for fuch T
Tk always re¢ken, theirfervivg no higher end that
o adorn-amifer offiche poffefor, or burn incenfe ®
huthan vanity.~—By a difcovery, then, of the per-
Yedtions, majdfly, and glory of God, I underfiantt
ithe glory of hisinfinite belinefs; that holinefs:which
is infeparable frotn hivnivire, which fhinesin ail his
works, apd-ig all’his ‘waye: .
Théfe- obfetvations -being’ prem:f’ed let us now
vonfider what inflsence’a difevvery of the glory of
God hath in producing repemancc, and increafing
humility, - Aod, in the -
1} Place, Tt hatli this ¢, us it £ tends to con-
‘vince us of {in, and, particelarly, to bring to light
thefe innumerable evils, which a deceitful heart oft-
'en, in a great meafure, hides from its own view.
“There is, if I may fpeak fo, a light and glory in the
prefence of -Geod; ‘which difcovers -and expofes the
avorks of ‘datknefs. “That a’view of the divine Ma-
jefty has 2’ Titong tehdency to give us a deep fenfe of
‘our ewn ' firifidnefs, is plaia from many feripture ex-
wmptles. That of Job, in-our text, is one diretly in
‘point. -Adether you have in Ifaah, ch. vi. 5. where
the refle®idn: of the prophet, on ‘a view of the di-
. vine-glory, is, ¢ Wo is'me!*fér [-am undoae; be-
%.eanfe ] ama mam of ‘uncléan “fips, and I'dwell in
* :the 'midlt of-a-people of dntledn Kips: for'mine-eyes.
¢ have:feen the King, the Lord of ‘hofts.’ Another
-inflidite you may fee in'the apome ‘John," who, up-
in-a view of the-Redectrer in ‘his glory; “was, in a



213 A view of the glory ofAGod Ser. 73
manner, deprived of life,. through exceflive fear.
Rev. i, 17..* And when | faw him,.I fell at his feet
< gs dead.” The only other inftance.I mention is of

“.the apoftls Pater, whe, on the uagxpected appear--

ance, or rather from a view of the power of Chrift,
_manifelteq in a miracle, was immediately ftruck with
a fenfe of gnilt, Luke v. 8; ¢ When.Simon Peter faw
£ it he fell down at Jefus knees; faying, depart from
,* me, for I am a finful man, O Losd.”

It is not difficult to explaip how.a view of the dir
vine holinefs tends to difcover.and to affet us with.
a feple of our. finfulnefs. Nothing makes any quali
-ty appear fo fenfibly-as a.comparifon. with its-oppow
fite. The application of a.ftraight rule marks the

_obliquity of acrooked:line; nay, it marks even the -

leaft degree of vaniation;, which by.a lefs accurate
trial would not have been dilcovered. Any piece of
deformity appears more.hideous and fhocking when
.camparcd with perfe&t beauty.. For the fame. rea-
fon, a clear view of the holinef§.of God, and a feafe
.of his intimate prelence withyus, tends.to bring fin
to.remembrance, as well as to caver s with confu.
fion for. thofe. fins, . which before we were able to
Jjullify, palliate, or conceal. We are.exprefily aflur-
.ed that our firlt parents immediately after eating the
.forbxdden fruit were fenfible. of: thejr.guilt, .and I
_cannot think -they were wholly infenfible of the.om~
_ pilcience and pmmprgfence of Gad.. Yet wefind thae
_their_fear. greatly increafed (doubtlefs frem a fenfe
_ of fin) when they heard God’s voice in the garden,
_Gen. iii. 8. ¢ And they heard the voige of the Lord

.+ God walking in the gazden in the cpal of, the days -

.
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SerYe - huwblg ke fod - i3
¢ atd Afadn- whd: His witt HId' theifefvis from the
¢ prefence of the Lord God amongft die trées of the
’Cgm éh,? [ - L
- ¥on tay 1dke a very phin-ant fimple iMuftratiod
&f this from duily éxperience, Aré there not fbmis
perfbifh -of Toofe prindiplés and Irregubar practice,
who, Wwheh by vhemfelves, or in fciety Tike thein.
Setves, Jumefy phany-of Wicit fis, ahd, 10 all-appeart
#nbe, ootmit thetn withbut tembriE, as mnocent,
a0t lhodable? But letWhe fiitie perfons be carried
ko fober company, dpecinlly ito the prefenie of
8oy Peridh-ametic for ety and gfaviry, ahd they
will be:refidifed sod dhamed; and vot able t6 oper
thiede: otehd it defeace bf tlieit Reefitidins carriage;
THe dhokre- préfende f {héﬂ-a ‘perfon carries inflamt
Hrrefiible 2onvidlion With it, by fercing a compari
fon-Between: piety /and. ‘prophisnivy;-hat 4s 1o By}
£08d and edil; Boh dndidurkeeti S§:ceitain b travR
Roiis, letobhe of the-aaitient hedfhen anthors gived
i¥as 2 ralé fér tlorad eondi®, * thut men Thohid
*iNeuys Sinagite thewfébres 7 the prefence of fach
S tman # Ciito, Aerowned fér gravity and wirtee
BUt if the Rincicd préfeneeof -a mortal, m whon
Pihe £ v if Emay Fpeak 6] of ithe divise T
maga: HpPed® By #RECGN ;- hab 1o shiach idBehice}
ety uch greasterwouldBertic et bt of s i perfuas
fion of fhe résd prefenée of & holy Gud, “who is of
Cpurerecyes thim tobelidll Mmiquiey 7' What is itelfe
fiin s thiat wifkes witked aies flee Yhe fociety of
fiie good a8’ panful, and illven the-thoughes of Ged
. avintelimabile; 10 that iclsthe foriptife: daraferof
foth,: bt sy Gy amw - deic Maleer, . prpétically;

-
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¢ Depart from us, for we defire oot the, knw\edgo

¢ of thy ways.’
" 2. A difcovery of the glory of God ferves tapomt
out the evil of fin, the aggravations of particular
fins, and to take away the excufes of the finoer. Let
us remember what I obferved in a preceding part. of
this dnfcourfe, that it muﬁ be a difpgwery of the glne
ry of the divine holinefs ;- got gnly:a _knowledge of
the true God, and uqdpr[hndmg what he is, buta
view of his infinite glory, and beanty in being fuch,
It moft peceffarily fet the evil of fin in the cleareft
light, that all fin, as fach, firikes imuediately at the
very being and perfeftions of God.. When the law
of God (hews us our fips, we may bg ready to conrs
plain of its ftricnefs,and feverity, and with to fip
our.necks from under the yoke. But when we fe
that the law could not be otherwife thaw it is, with-
gut being faulty 3 when we fec. that it is nothiag elfe
but a fair-trankript of the moral pqrfe&nons of Geds,
gnd when we Jook: up,to the great and bright origi-.
pal, it muft conyiace us that all fin is a direct oppo~
fition to the pature, as well 35 a rebellion again®t the
will of God. \If he is infinitely perfect and glorious,
6. muft, be infinitely hatefol, and; shamingble, No:
man can,plead for fie,.in @9y inflance of ia apy den
gree, but he muft blafpheme the.nature and perfec~
tions of God, to which it-ftands in oppofition.
_ All men, indeed,:by mature, are coemics to God
himflf, in their minds, by wicked works; and they,
hate, his law, becavfe it is, fpisitual and pute., There
wrealfo too,many in:thjs age, who have.very relax-.
<d principlgs, 85 to the extent. and bhjigation of, the:

———
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kaw, and, of confequence, very flight thbughts of the
evil of fin. But a view of the glory of God retifies,
At onice, thefe fatal errors, and carries home fuch con-
vi€tion of the rights of the Crcator, the obligation ahd
fabje&tion of the creatare, and the beauty and ex-
cellence of that image which was ftaiged by fin, as
forces us to adopt the language of the Holy Ghoft :
¢ How evil and-how bitter a thing is it to depart from
¢ the !mng God!® God grant that there may be
many ifr’ this affembly, who underftand and féel the
force of this truth ! There is need, my brethren, to
attend to it; for all convi@tions of fin, which do not
proceed from this fource, or do not aeceffarily include
this view, whatever pain or terror they may occafion,
will prove cmpty and fruitlefs at laft, Though there
miy be a ‘(lavith fear of the power of God, unlefs
there be a view of the infinite evil of ’ﬁn, there can-
not be any lafting and faving change.
" The fame view allo points out the aggravation of
particular fias. - The more clearly we underftand
the nature of God, our relation to, and dependence
upon him, the more will' we perceive the aggrava-
tion of every fin which burfts afunder thefe bonds,
A view of the glory of God mutt either be general, or
particular ; or, perhaps, for the moft part, there is a
mixture of both. My meaning is, that when thereisa
difcovery of the glory of God in general, there is often,
at the fame time, 2 peculiar and ftriking difplay of
fome one attribute, of power, wifdom, juftice, or
mercy. Now, how ftrongly does this imprefs npon
the ‘mind, a fenfe of the evil of thofe fins which [irike
direftly againft that parfe&ion which happeos to be
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{cx in the firongefk poipt of view? When any Gifs
play is given. of she omnifsience of God, ham doex it
make, us fenfible of the impiety and folly of {ecret
fios? Dan. i. 47. ¢ The Kisg anfivered wato Pav
‘ niel, and faid, Of a truth it is, that your Ged is a
¢ Gog of geds, apd a Lowd of kings, -3nd 3 revealer
¢ of fecrets, fecing thou coulde seveal this focret.
When the power of God is made manifeft, bow does
it aggravate the guilt of prefumptionand.confideace 3
Ja, xlv. 9. * Wo unto him that (riveth with hig
¢ Maker: lat the pottherd ftrive with the potherds
¢ of the earth. Shall the clay fay to him that fa2-
“fhioneth it, what makeft thou ? or thy work, he
¢ hath no hands?.

" When the wiklom of Gad iis difpiayed, doth not
then all diftruft appear highly crimisal? Qught we
not to fay with the Pilmift, Pfal. xxvii. 1. ‘ The
¢ Lord is my light, and my falvation, whom (hall §
% fear? the Lard is the firength of mylife, of whom
¢ thall I be afrsid?’ When we have a view of auy
abfolute dependence upon, and unfpoakable obligas
tions.to the divine bounty, what g feafe does this give
us of the fin of unthaghfulnefs, and-forgetfulnefs of
God? Of bow many unhappy fenfuslifts may this
complaint be made? Ifa. i. 2, 3. ¢ Hear, O heavens;
*.and gine ear, O earth; for the Lord hath fpoken, X
* have nourifhed and braught up childeen, and they,
¢ have rebelled agaioft me. The ox knoweth his
¢ owner, and the afs his malter’scrib: but Ifrael doth
¢ not kaow, my people doth not confider.” ‘Without
any farther enwmeration, it will appear undeniable,
that the clearer the difcovery of the glory of God,

~
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the smore tuft noeooly the evil of fin in gemeral aps ©
pees, but.cvery particular crithe sauft be Joaded with
»ew aggravations, F cannot help mentioning here,
in a few words, that thi¢ is the immetiate cfoct of
2 difcavery of the.glory of God, as it (hiaes in Jefus
Chrift. Fhe unmarited, unparaliclad love, manifeh
ted to finners in the gofpiel, greatly aggravates their
ingratitude and nebellion. And the more that be.
-+ liswers refleét upan their own toddud; and compare
itwiththe goace and condefcinfionof their Redeemet;
thic: moria. they muft. abbar thonfelves, amd repent in
&uft and afbes. T C
: .1 only add, on this head,. that.a difcovery of the
glory of God takes away the excufes of the Sgner;
How prone men dre. ta excufe and padfiate their fins,
" weall kaow by expetience, Irisa light feafe of the
euil of ‘fin, that leads- us’ to commit it; and there s
2o reafon.to be furprifed, if this, joined with fif-
mtereft, makes us ingenious in forming an apelogy
for it aftex the commiffion. Hence often arife hard
thonghts of the threatsnings of God againft fin, as
fexers. Henbe alfo unbefieving thonghts, which will
met admit, that ever he will fulfil his word, or exes
tusa the thréstened judgnient. But a difcovery of
the glory of Gad, partienlarly of his infinite holinefs,
by thewing the evil of fin:ia its.pmper eolours, ftops
tvery mouth, drags the finner into the prefence of
kis. Judge, and firips the guilty criminal of every
wln pler. We fee phiialy, in the eafe-of Job, that
he hat-fach 2 view of the power, dominion, and ab-
folate fovereigoty of God, as put him entirgly to fie
lence, and convinced him, that there was to ¥oom
T
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* for contending; no place for comparifon between fo
unequal (muft I call them) parties, God and man,
Job xl. 4. ¢ Behold I am vile; what thall I anfwer
¢ thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth.’
. 'This right of fovereignty in God, and the duty of
ablolute, immediate, unconditional fubje@ion in the
creature, I find plainly and frequently eftablifhed in
fcripture. It is, indeed, entirely in this ftyle, which
may well be called the ftyle of the King of kings,
that God fpeaks to Job in the four chapters preced-
ing that where my text lies. Though he is brooght
in fpeaking, to refolve a difficulty in providence;
_yet, you may obferve, he does nct fay one word as
to the juftice of his proceeding ; but, under many of
the ftrongeft images, fets forth his irrefiftible power,
ehap. xxxviii. 2, 3, 4 5, 6, * Who is this that dark-
¢ eneth counfel by words without knowledge? Gird
. « up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of
¢ thee, and anfwer thou me. Where waft thou when
¢ 1 laid the foundations of the earth? Declare, if
¢ thon haft underftanding. Who hath laid the mea-
¢ fures thereof, if thou knoweft ? or whohath flretch.
¢ ed the line upon it? Whereupon are ‘the foun-
¢ dations thereof faftened? or who laid the corner
s fione thereof?’ And, again, chap, xl. 8, 9, 10,
11. ¢ Wilt thou alfo difannul my judgment? wilt
¢ thou condemn me, that thou mayeft be righteous?
¢ Haft thou an arm like God ? or canft thou thunder
* with a voicelikehim? Deck thyfelf now with ma-
¢ jeftyand excellency, and array thyfelf with glory and
¢ beauty. Caft abroad the rage of thy wrath: and
¢ behold every one thatis proud, and abafe him.’

~
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The fovereignty of God, is what, of all things
elfe, fianers, while they continue in that chara&ter,
are leaft capable of underftanding, and lealt willing

to fubmit to. This is not to be wondered at, be:

caufe the very nature of fin confifts in cafting off
our allegiance, and, -as far as in us lies, reje@ing the
authority of God. Bat, my brethren, a real difcove-
ry of his glory,at ance, raifes him to the throne, and
humbles us at his footftool, and is, as if we heard
" a voice from heaven, addreffed to us in the follow-
ing ftriking words, Ifa. fi. 10, 1 1. ¢ Eater into the
¢ rock, and hide thee in the duft, for fear of thé
¢ Lord, and for the glory of his majefty. The lofty
¢ looks of man fhall be humbled, and the haughti-
¢ nefs of men fhall be bowed down; and the Lord a-
¢ lone thall be exalted in that day.’ One who hathfo
known God, will perceive, that there can be no more
proper reply to objeions, on the part of man, to
the divine procedure, thaa that of the apoftle Paul,
. Rom. ix, 20. *Nay, bat, O man, who art thou that
¢ replieft aganft-God 2°.

3. A difcovery of the glory of God ferves to point
out the danger of fin. It is the hope of impunity,
that emboldens the finner to tranfgrefs, and to per-

4ft in his tranfgreffions. . For this. reafon, we fiad

the feriptures, in general, attributing the impenitence
of finners to thefe two great fources, ignorance and
unbelief, Pfl. xiv. 1. ¢ The fool hath faid in his
¢ heart, there is no God. And, in ver. 4. Have all
¢ the workers of iniquity no knowledge?® that is to
fay, fuch bold rebellion in their conduét plainly difs

covers the atheifm of their hearts, To the fame pur-
. T2
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pofe,Pfal.!. 11, 13. ¢ He hath faid in kis heart,
¢ God hath forgotten; he hideth his face; he will
¢ never fee it.—Wherefore doth the wicked con-
¢ temn God? He hath faid ia his heart, thou wilt
< not require it.’ Buta difcovery of the dvine glory,
at puce, deftroys the foundation of this flupid fecu-
rity, and impious prefumption. It realizes the very
being of God more than before, as is plainly imphi.
ed in the words of Job: 7 bave heard of thee wirh
the hearing of the car; but now mine eye feeth thee.
It makes his prefence fenfible, and teaches us, that
¢ all things are naked before him.’ Sa that thereis
80 hope of lying concealed. It fets before us his hos
linefs and juftice; that he is of purer cyes than to
bebold iniquity. So that, while his nature conti:
anes the fame, the guilty and impenitent canoot pofs
fibly obtain pardon. Above all, it fets before us thé
terror of his power, which is infinite and boundiefs;
fo that nothing can be more vain, than for the fin
per to hope either to efcape or refift.

Agreeably to all this, we find, that, in the holy
- feriptures, in which God hath been pleafed to make
bimdelf knows ta.us by external revelation, it is:by
afferting, and, 35t were; difplaying, and producing
to view, thcglory of his infinite perféstion,. that be
endeavours ta deter us from fin, and animate. or ens
coursge us ta duty. When God gave the law.to the
children of lirael, he gave them, at the fame time, a
dxfplay of his greatnes and majefty in a very awful
manner. To exprefs his fovereign authority, and
the abfolute propriety he had in them, he intiodus
ces it with thele.words: “I am the Lard, thy God,
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¢ which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out
$ of the houfe of bondage You may alfo remem-
ber, how often, in appointing the feveral Mofaick
conflitutions, thefe figaificative words are repeated,
1 am the Lord. In the fame manner, to imprefs his
Ppeople with a fenfe of the evil of fin, as committed
agamﬁ fuch a God, he declares his own abfolute do-
minion, Mal, i. 14. ¢ Bat curfed be the deceiver,
¢ which hath in his flock a male, and voweth and fa-
« crificeth to the Lord a corrupt thing; for I am 3

¢ great King, faith the Lord of holls, and my name
$ is dreadfu] among the heathen.’

When he would give his people a deep convic-
tion of the folly and danger of fecret fins, he fetg
forth his omnifcience and omniprefence, -Jer. xxiii,
213, 24» * Am I a God at hand, and not a God afar
s off? Can any hide himfelf in fecret places, that I
# fhall not fee bim ? faith the Lord. Do not I £ill
* heaven and earth? faith the Lord." When he
would exprefs the danger of obflinacy and difobedi~
ence, he gives a very lively idea of his infinite power,
Jer. v, 22. *Fear ye not me? faith the Lord: will
¢ ye not tremble at my prefence, which bave placed
¢ the fand for the bound of the fea, by a perpetua}

s decree, thatit cannot pafs it; and shough the waves
« thereof tofs themfelves, yet can they not prevail;
* though they rore, yet can they not pafs over it.’
The very fame thing he doth to encourage the wruft
of his own people, Ifa. xliv. 6. ¢ Thus faith the

¢ Lord, the King of Ifiacl, and his Redeemer, the

¢ Lord of hofts, 1 am the firft, and I am the laft,
f and belides me there is ';o God, When he would
43
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make usfeniible, that, if we continue in fin, it is im-
pofiible for us to efcape punithment, what a terrible
reprefentation does he give of his dreadfal and irre-
fiftible vengeance? Prophecies of Nah. 1. 5, 6. ¢ The
* mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and
¢ the earth is burnt at his prefence, yea, the world,
* and all that dwell therein. Who can ftand before
¢ his ndignation ? and who can abide in the fierge-
* nefs of his anger? his fory is poured out like fire,
* and the rocks are throwh down by him *

‘Thus we fee, that God, in feripture, revealsthé
glory of his own nature, as the effeCtual means of re-
Ttraining us in the commiffion of fin, or tutning us
from it; and plainly fuppofes, that nothing but ig-
norance of him can-encourage finners in their rebelt
Kon. Neither can i be denied, that when there is
an inward and powerful difcovery of -thefe truths té
the mind, it muft lead us to repentance, and lay us
proftrate before his throue, in obedience and fubmif*
fion. ‘'Who, that knoweth the Almighty, will ras
upon the thick boffes of his buckler ? or will Aot ras
ther ufe this dutiful: language of Job, chap.ix. 2, 3,
4, §» 6. *1knowitisfo of a trath;:but how thould
¢ man be juﬁ~with God? If he will cehtend with
¢ him, he cannot'anfwer-him one of a thoufand) He
« is wife in heart, and mighty in frength: . who hath
* hardened himfelf againft him, and haith profpered ?
¢ which removeth the mountains, and they koow
« pot; which overtutneth them in his anger; which
¢ fhaketh the earth out of her place, and the yi!hr!
¢ thereof tremble.’

- 4 1o the laft place, a view of the diviae: M
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tends-to leid us'to repentande,-asit fets forth his it
- figite. inercy, and affords-encourdgentetit to;' as well’
%5 points otit the'profit of repentusce. Juf arid ‘pto-
per'toneeptions of God cannot be given s, withotit
incladibg his great mercy. ‘Thiis bright perfetion
thone; even on Mourit Sinai, through-all the ‘tefrors
of that legal difpenfation; Exod. xxxiil. 18;19. ¢ And
¢ hefdid, I befeech thee, thew ine thy ghovy.© And’
* be faid, F will make all my goodwefs to pafs.before
¢ thice ; and dwill proclatm thenzmeof the Lord béfore
*thee; and I will be gricious towhom I will be gra-
¥ cious, and will thew mercy on Whom' I will thew
“mercyi. Exod. xxkiv. §, 6; 7. ¢ Ahd the Lord de-
¢ Renided. in<the cloudy and-flovd: with Bini third,
¢ and proclaimed the name of the Lotd: .’ And’ the
¢ Lord pafléd by before him, and prochimed, The
¢ Lord; the Lord God, mertiful and gracious, Toogt
Yfuffering, "and abundant i’ goodnefs and truth,
* keeping mercy for thonfands, forgiving' iniquity,
“and trinfgreflion, mdfin,” Without'the knowledgd
ofxbis amiable attribsute; all the othet perfe&tions of
God woald fignify little to bring-us to true repetit:
hnce; ‘Without this, they carry nothing in them but
Bniixed tettor 10 the guilty, Without this, there:
fore; the confideration of hisinfifte holinefs and puy
rity, -hid’ inflexible’ juftice, and almiglity. power,,
would dtily ferve to drive us farther from him, by
thfowing as into abfofiite cfefpair. But when, to al}
the othér perfections of God, we join his infinite mer>
ty; the'true knowledge of him ferves not only to des
ftfoy criminal ‘prefumption, but to animate to dutis

it fubmifion. ‘Thus the Phlmilt exprefs himfelf
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* Pgl. cxxx. 3, 4. *If thos, Lord, thouldeft mark i-

¢ piquities, O Lord, who (hall ftand? But there is.

s forgivenefs with thee, that thou mayeft be feared.’
Here you may obferve, that, when he fays, ¢there
* is forgivenefs: with thee, that thou mayeft be fear-
¢ ed,’ he nat only means, that there is encouragement
1o ferve God, bat that his mercy itfelf leads to that
filial revercncewlmh:s fo effential a part of true pe-
gitence The -greatnefs and mercy of God happily
mnfpurc in melting the heart of the finher. There
is-an expreffion of fingular beauty, Hol. iii. 5. ‘Afe
¢ terward fhall the childsen of Ifrad retura, and
2 fetk the Lord, their God, and David, their ng,
4 apd fhall fear the Lord, and his goodndé, in the
¢ Jatter. days,’ ;

: This leads me ta obferVe, that it is in the gofpc!
.of our Lord and Saviour, Jefus Chrift, that we have
the brighteft and cleareft difplay of divise mercy. It
isin Chrift, that we have thg true and faving d:fcovery
of the glory and perfeQionsof God. And it is par-
tncularly in him, that we have ao onited illuftration,
and joint difplay of greatnefs and goodnefs, of ma-
jefty andmercy. In the undertaking of ous blefled
Redeemer, we have a very clear and affeting view of
thofe perfetions, that thew the evil of fia, and the
danger of the finner. Never did the holinefs of God
Thine brighter, or his hatred aad indigoation againft
fin, appear with greater terror, than whea the fword
of his juftice was drawn out againft the man who s
bis fellbw. When God fwept away a pollated world
by an univerfal deluge; when he overthrew Sodom
and Gomorrah by fire and bricftoae from heaveny

L]
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when the carth opened her mouh; and wallowed
#p Korab, Dathan, snd Abiramx. Theft “were ter-
tible proofs of his hatred of fin, of the juftice and
holinefs of his nature. Yet were they, after all, but
faint evidences, in copiparifon of what were given,
whea- he, who was in the form of God; and thought
¢ it not robbery to be equal with God,~—~was found
% in ‘fafhion 9 a man, and becanie obedisat unfo
¢ death, even the death of the crofs.’

- But, at the fame time, in this great-even,t, hath‘h&
dot magnified his love? Rom, ». 8. ‘Bat God bitA
¢ comimendod his Jave towards us, in' dmt while w
¢ wete yet finners, Chrift died for us.’ . How'fmll
we. tlilok or fpeik on this unfathomable -fubje® !
Chrif¥ Jefus is the fruit of the Father’s everlafting
love to finners of mankind. How great the giver?
how unfpeakable the gift ! how mean and worthlefs
the objests of his-love! God is love.. Power; Wif-
dom, holinefs, and juftice, fhing, indeed, in the doce
trine of thecrofs. But, above all, grace and mescy
provail ¢ and reign through rightsoufnefs unto eteps
¢ gal life, What a melting view to every convinced
finaex } [ Zegh xii. 10 ¢ ~—They fhall look pstr
¢ e, whom they bave pierced, and they fhall mouin
¢ for him, as-ong that mowenéth for his-only foh, md
« thall be in bitteenefs for biny, s oae that is in bits
¢ terpefs for his firft-bora.’ Muft they not, with
3ok, ablbor themfelyes, and repens-in ‘duft and afbes ?
‘This i a circumfhince frequestly taken wotice of
with regard o the -golpel converts, Jer. Xwsii. g,
* They thall come with weepiag’. and with-fapphs
-cations will 1 Jead them. Jer. v. 4, 5. In thofe days;



226 A view of the glory of God ~ Ser. ¥
¢and in that time, faith the Lord, the children of
¢ Ifrac! fhall come, they, and the children of Judah
@ together, going and weeping; they fhall go and
* feek the Lord, their God. They fhall afk the way
¢ to Zion, with their faces thitherward, faying, Come,
* and let 'us join ourfelves to the Lord in a perpe<
* tual covenaat, that fhall not be forgotten.” Ithall
clofe this head, by addrefling to you the words of
God to the children of Ifrael, Joel ii. 12, 13. ¢ There:
¢ fore alfo now, faith the Lord, tarn ye even to me
¢ with all your heart, and with fafting, and with
¢ weeping, and with mourning, and rent your heart;
¢ and not.your garments, and turn uato the Lord
¢ your God; for he is gracious and merciful, flow to
¢ anger, and of great Xindnefs, and repenteth him of
¢ the evil)’

* I proceed, now, to make fome pradtical i improve-
ment of what bath been faid. And,

1. You may learn, from this fubjet, the force and
maaning of thofe paflages of fcripture, in which the
whole of religion is imprefled by the knowledge of
God. Thus, Prav. ix. 10." “ The fear of the Lord
¢ is the beginning of wifdom ; -and the knowledge of
* the holy is underftanding.’ The fame'thing is af? -
firmed by our blefled Saviour, John xvii. 3. ¢ And
¢ this is life eternal, that they might know thee, the
¢ only true God, and Jefus Chrift, whom thou haft
‘fent’ On the other hand, wicked men are often
defcribed by this fhort and expreflive charaéter, that
they know not God, as in 2 Thefl.i. 8. ¢ ~—In flam-
¢ ing fire, taking vengeance on them that know not

-
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¢ God.’ The truth is, God is either wholly unknown,
or greatly miftaken by wicked men. * None but his
fervants do truly fee his glory; and the more thej
fee of him, the more they are affimilated to him,
Thus the apoftle Paul defcribes converfion in the
following terms, 2 Cor. iv. 6. ¢ For God, who com.
¢ manded the light to fhine out of darknefs, hath
¢ fhined in ourhearts, to give the light of the know-
* ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus
¢ Chrift.’ And,in the fame epiftle, chap. iii. 18, he
thus defcribes the progrefs of the Chriftian life, ‘But
¢ we all, with open face, beholding, as in a glafs, the
+¢ glory of the Lord, are changed into the fameimage,
¢ from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the
¢ I"rd .9
. 2. From what hath been faid on this fubjc&, you
may learn the great danger of a ftate of ignorance.
If repentance, which is the beginning of true reli-
gion, takes its rife from a knowledge of the nature
and perfections of God, does it not follow, that thofe
who are grofsly ignorant, are not only in a contemp«
tible, but in a deplorable flate? that they muft be
ftrangers to the power and practice of religion, and,
dying in that condition, muft perith etcmally ? Itis
much to be lamented, that even amongft us, who
have the means of inftru&ion in {o great plenty, there
are ftill many who continue grofsly ignorant. How
inexcufable are thofe parents, who do not make con-
fcience of diligently training up their children in the
knowledge of the things that belong to their eternal
peace? I maftalfo intreat all heads of families, whom
God hath enabled to hire the labour of others, feri-
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ouily w0 thisk of the obligaﬁon ghat lies upon thetn,
t6 inflvud their fervants in- the prineiples of religion;’
and not fuffer’ any under ieir roof to perith forlack
of knowledge. Do-not think yeu have dome- -enough,;
when you have given them food: and wages, iFyou
wholly neglet their precious fouls. I de not ex+
peé.to prevail upon you, faithfully to difcharge this
duty, by any arguments but thofe drawn from thé
glory of God, and your own everlafting intereft; but
¥ cannot help, at the fame time, putting you in mind,
that it is very much for your temperalintereft. Pe-
pend upoam it, the more confcientioully you dwfcharge
your duty to them, the more honeftly, d!ﬁgently,
and chearfully will they ferve you, Ftis very com-
mon to hear complaints of the flothfulaefs, unfaith:
faluels, and infolence of fervants; but, if we confider,
frioufly, what belongs to the duty of a mafter, there
will befoand, perhaps, as many, and as great faults, on
this fideas on the other. Itisfurprifing, thatfome feem
to expeét, in a poor uneducated creature, alt manmer
of; decency of behaviour, “fweetnefs of temper, - inte-
gnty, aad daﬁgcnee, and are ready to form upon the
Lt defe, while, at the fame time, they fhow no
example in their own conduét, burof a vifible negleét
of duty both.ta God and man. Oh! my brethren,
have pity.an the ignorant, efpecially the younger fort,
wha would learn, if they had teachers. Ignorance is
always a fecore, infenfible ftate; They knew Bo-
thisg, and: therefore they fear nothing, Publick in-
firuttion is, in a great meafure, ufeclefs to thofe who
are not prepared for it by more familiar teaching at
home, Let minifters fpeak never fo-phinly from
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the pulpit,’ it is flill to many of them a firafige lan-
guage, which they do not comprehend.’

- *3. From what hath beew faid on this fubjec, you
may fee the neceflity of regeneration, or an inward
change of heart, in order to real religion. You have
heard above, that it is not a fpeculative knowledge of
the nature and perfeétions of God, or underftanding,
what he is, that leads to repentance, but a view of

his excellence and amiablenefs, as glorious in his ho~

linefs. This none can have, but thofe who are in
. fomemezfure wansformed into thefameimage. Hence
it js, that wicked men do not cherifh, but avoid the
thoughts of God. Hence it is, that extraordinary
wkens of the divine power and prefence, fignal judg-
ments, and unerpetted firokes on themfelves, or their
elations, diftre(s and terrify them, and bring them
“under a flavith bondage for a little, but produce no
love; no defire of union; no cordial fubmiffion.
Hence alo appears the foalithnefs of that finful, but
general propenfity in men, to afk after a fign, and to
- defire that other and different evidence fhould be gi-
ven them of - the truth of religion than God hath feen
mget. We have an example of this in the parable of
the rich man and Lazarus, recorded Luke xvi. to-
wards the clofe, There the rich man is reprefent-
ed, as intreating, that Lazarus might be fent to his
brethren for their warning. When Abraham refers
_ themi to the revealed will of God, Mofes and the pro-
phets, he urges his requeft thus, ver.'30. ¢ And he
‘ faid, nay, father Abraham; but if one went unte
¢ them from the dead, they will répent;’ to which
the anfwer is given immcgiate!y,. ¢If they hear not
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¢ Mofes and the prophets, neither will they be per-
¢ fuaded, though one rofe from the dead.’

- There have been others, at different times, who
have defired fuch extraordinary proofs; but they.
wonld, of themfelves, be attended with no real be-
pefit. Though you had been on Mount Sinai with
‘Mofes, it would have prodnced terror, but no other
cffe, without a fpiritual difcovery of the real glory
of God. See Exod. xix, 16. ¢And it came
« pafs, on the third day, in the morning, that.there
¢« were thunders, and lightnings, and a thick cloud
¢ gpon the Mount, and the voice of the trampet ex-
¢ ceeding loud; fo that all the people that was in
¢ the camp trembled.” And the fame book, chap.
xx. 18, 19. * And all the people faw the thundrings,
-« and the lightniogs, and the noife of the trumpet,
¢ and the mountain fmoking; and when the people
¢ faw it, they removed, and ftood afar off: and they
+ faid unto Mofes, fpeak thou with us, and we will
« hear; but let not God fpeak with us, left we die.’
Another evidence of the fame thing, may be taken
from the cafe of devils and damned fpirits. They
have, no doubt, a fenfible demonftration of the be-
ing, and, probably, a very clear intelleftual know-
ledge of the nature of God; yet hath it not any ef-
fett in changing their difpofitions: on the contrary,
the more they know of him, who is fo oppofite to
their temper, they hate him the more; it inflames
their natural enmity, and makes it rage with double
violence. ~ This, I think, appears very plainly, both’
from the reafon of the thing, and from the follow-
ing paffages of fcripture, Matth, viii. 29, it is faid
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of two demoaiacks: ¢ And behold ‘they cried out, .
¢ faying, what have we to do with thee, Jefus, thoa
¢ Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us
¢ before the time? Mark v. &, 7. But when he faw.
‘¢ Jefus afar off, he ran and worthipped him, and cried
¢ with a loud voice, and faid, what have I to do.with
¢ thee, Jefus, thou Son of the moft highGod ? Iad-
¢ jure thee by God, that thou torment me not.’ And,’
again, Mark ix, 20. ¢ And they brought him unto
¢ him; and, when he faw him, ftraightway the fpi-
¢ rit tare him, and he fell on the ground, and wallow-
¢ ¢d, foamming." From which paflages, we may per-
ceive, agreeable to what bas been obferved, that the
prefence of Chrift increafed, at once, the rage and
mifery of the unclean fpirits. Let this excite us to
pray, that it would pleafe God to reveal himfelf to us
by his Spirit, and give us the faving knowledge of
bim, as he is “in Chrift Jefus reconciling the world
¢ to himfelf.’ ,

4. Suffer me, on thisoccafion, thortly toaddrefs my-
feif to thofe, who are ftrangers to true religion, Let
me befeech them, while they are yet in the way, and
whilft the Spirit of God is firiving with them, in his
word and ordinances, to lay down the weapons of
their rebellion againft him; and to lay hold, by faith,”
on the atoning blood of Chrift for their reconcilia-
tion and peace. Are there not fome in this affembly,
who have yet no knowledge of God, but that which
makes his fervice a burden, his Sabbaths a wearinefs,.
and his people contemptible or odious? ‘Are thére
not fome tender fpirits, who are paffionate lovers of

this prefeat world, but ‘l}nab!e to bear the view of
2
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mortality and mifery in their fellow-creatutes; who
tremble at the gloom of a church-yard, or burying:
vauit, aod torn pale as afhes at the fight of a death’s
head, or an open grave? I befeech you, my beloved
hearers, to join, with the terror of divine power, the
siches of divine grace; and let both conftrain you tor
¢ ncquaint yourfelves with God, and be at peace,
¢ that thereby good may come unto yoo.” I ktow no
way, by which you may avoid meeting with theKing
of terrors, but you may fet him at defiance under
the proteftion of the King of kings. There is ho
profit in forgetting, but there is both henour and
profit in conquering death. Some are unhappily foc-
. cefsful, for a feafon, in banithing every difnal idea
" from their minds. The falfe and flattering pleatares
of life ingrofs their attention, and intoxicate their
minds. But, in a little time, Behold the fopreme
Judge ¢ cometh with clouds, and every eye (ball fee
¢ him, and they alfo which pierced him; and all kin-
¢ dreds of the earth fhall wail becaufe of him.” He is
now befeeching you with tendernefs, and waiting on
you with patience. Embrace, therefore, the happy
feafon. ¢ Kifs the Son, left he be angry, and ye pe-
¢ rith from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a
¢ little; blefled are all they that put their truftin
¢ him.’

5. In the laft place, you may fee the reafon why e-
very truly good man, the more he groweth in reli-
gion, the more he groweth in humility. Growth ia
religion implies, or carries in it, a growing difcovery
of the glory of God, as it fhines in his works, his
word, his ordinances, his provideace.. This necefs
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farily leads to felf-abafement. O how contrary to re-
ligion is pride! Bat, above all others, how abfurd,
criminal, intolerable, is fpiritual pride? What a proof
of felf-ignorance, as well as forgetfulnefs of God!
The ficlt views of a penitent are fixed on the enor-
mities of his life; but when thefe are, in fome mea-
fure, fubdued, additional difcoveries of the glory of
God bring forth the latent corruptions of his heart,
What affeéting complaints does that eminent, zeals
ous, faithful mipifter of Chrift, the apoftle Paul,
make in the following well known paffage, Rom. vii.
" 18, ¢For 1 know that in me (that is, in my flefh)
¢ dwelleth no good thing: for to will is prefent with
¢ me ; but how to perform that which is good, I find
¢ pot. And ver. 23, 24. ¢ But I {ce another law in
* ;oy members, warring againft the law of my mind,
¢ and bringing me into captivity to the law of fin,
¢ which isin my members. O wretched man that I
¢am! who fhall deliver me from the body of this
¢ death?’ Nay, the cleareft views which a believer
can take of the riches of divine mercy throngh a Re-
deemer, though they afford unfpeakable confolation
in God, tend alfo deeply to humble him, under a
fenfe of his own unworthinefs. The dofrine of the
crofs is not more refrefhing to the broken in heart,
than it is abafing to the proud; for it was chofen of .
God for this very purpofe * that no flefh thould glory
¢ in his _prefence.’

On the whole, my brethren, as you cannot live nn-
der the dire@ion of a better habitual principle, fo
you carnot preparc for any at of folema worfhip
suore properly, than by tc}eep homility. Toimprove

vi
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this difpofition, let me intreat you to make a ferions
and impartial fearch into the fins you have been
guilty of, in heart and converfation, by omiffion or
commiffion ; by neglecting your duty to God, or the
ill performance of his worfhip, in publick, in family,
or in fecret ; by negle&ting your duty to your neigh-
bour, to yourfelves, to your relations; or doing that
which is wrong, by indulging, in any meafure, the
¢ luft of the flefh, the luft of the eye, or the pride of
« life.’ To conclude all, youn will never have a more
fatisfying evidence, that your alts of worthip, ordi-
nary or more folemn, have been acceptable to God,
than if they ferve to clothe you with humility, and
make you adopt and relith the words of Job in the
text: 1 bave beard of thee by the hearing of the car ;
dut now mine eye fecth thee. Wherefore I abbor my<

Jelf, and repent in duft and afbes.
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SERMON VIL -
" “The happinefs of the faints in heaven.

REv, vii, 13,

' ?krg"'or: are they before the throne of God, and ferve
him day and night in his temple,.——

'Y brethren, however great a degree of corrup-
tion prevails at prefent in the vifible chureh,
the very profeflion of every Chriltian, implies a re-
nunciation of the world, and a fixed hope of a better
flate. His attendance upon the ordinances of God
an earth, isin order to fecure the pofitffion, and pre-
pare himklf for the enjoyment of the heavenly in<
heritance. He confeffeth that he is a ftranger and
pilgrim in the earth; that he lives by faith, and not
by fight. And, therefore, nothing can be more fuit-
able to his chara&ter; nothing more conducive top
his comfort, than frequent views of the employment
and happinefs of the fpirits of juft men made per- -
fel.
And, furely, thisis a fabject highly proper for out
meditation on the evening of a communion Sabbath,

In this, osdinance, you.bave had the price paid foy
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this glorious inheritance fet before you, by fymbolical
reprefentation, that your faith in, and hope of the
poffeflion of it, might be the more confirmed. %
the inftitution itfelf, as recorded by the apoftle Paul,
you find he connets the commemoration of the fuf-
ferings, and death of Chrift, with hisfecond appear<
ance in glory, 1 Cor. xi. 26. ¢ For, as often as ye
¢ eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do fhew_the
¢ Lord’s death till he come.’ Nay, our Lord him-
felf feems to have had his heart and his thoughts in
heaven, when he left this memorial of his prefeace
on earth, as appears from Matth. xxvi, 29. ‘But}
¢ fay unto you, I will not” drink henceforth of this
¢ fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it
¢ pew with you in my Father’s kingdom.” And, in-
deed, we have his own example in this firft commus
pion, wherein he himfelf was the adminiftrator, fox
following or concluding it with a meditation on the
heavenly happinefs; for, before he rofe from it, he
begins his excellent confalatory difcousfe in this man-
ner, John xiv. 1, 2. Let not your heart be troubled ;
¢ ye believe in God, believe alfo in me. Ia my Fa.
¢ ther’s houfe are many manfions; if it were not fo,
¢ I'would have told you : I go to prepare a place for
¢ you,’ )

y[t is true, indeed, my brethren, our kpowledge of
the future glory of the faints, is, at prefent, extreme--
ly imperfe&t, and muft be fo, for wife reafons, while
we continue in the body. There are, however, fe-.
veral different views of it given in the word of God,
highly worthy of our attention. Amongft others, this
W our text, that they are before the throne of God,-
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and ferve him day and night in bis temple. Thay
thefe words are to: be underftood of the fiints ig
heaven, and not of any glorious period of the church
on earth, or, if of this laft, manifeftly in allufion to
the former, I think is plain, both from what goes
hefore, and what follows them ; which I fhall read in
conneftion, .as all the explication of the text that is
peceflary, from ver. 13. ‘And one of the elders
¢ anfwered, faying unto me, what are thefe which
¢ arearrayed in white robes ? and whence came they ?
¢ and I faid unto him, Sir, thou knoweft. 'And hé
¢ faid to me, thefe are they which came ont of great
¢ tribulation, and have wafthed their robes, and made

_¢them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Thergfore

are they before the throne of God, and ferve bim day
and night in his temple ; * and he that fitteth on the
¢ throne fhall dwell among them ; they fhall hunger

-¢. no more, neither thitft any more; neither fhall the

¢ funlighton them, narany heat: for the Lamb, which
¢ is in the mid& of the throne, fhall feed them, and
¢ fhall lead them unto living fountains of waters ; and
¢ God fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes.’
What I propole from this pallage, at prefeat, is,
through divine affiftance, to illuftrate alittle to you _
the happinefs of the faints in perpetal communion
with God in his temple above; and then to make
fame improvement of the fubjeét, for your inftruc.
tion and direction while you continue here below.

‘ I, In .the ﬁrﬁ place, then, I am to illuftratea little
10 you the happinefs of the faints in perpetual com-
mpunion with God ia his temple above,  And, here,
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obferve, that though I have faid perpetual commu-
pioa with God, and did mean it of his immediate
worthip and fervice, I did not intend to affert, that
they are at no time employed in a different manaer,
or in work which may be called by a different name.
‘What variety of exercife may be provided for their
moble and vigorous faculties, in the nature or works
of God, we cannot pretend to know.  As the angels
are called ‘ miniftring fpirits, fnt forth to minifter to
¢ them who are heirs of falvation;’ fo we know not
how far he may blefs and digpify his fants, by em-
ploying them in the adminiftration of fome part of
his extenfive dominion. But it is {urcly juft, to call
their communion with God in his worfhip perpe-’
tual, both becaufe of their frequent a&tual applica-.
tion to it, and becaufe of that conftant adoration of
fou! which we muft fuppofe will accompany either
an inveftigation of the nature and works, or an exe~
cution of the will of God. It is alfo well warranted
by the expreffion in the text, ard ferve bim day and
night in his temple. Now, in order to illuftrate the
worfhip of the faints in heaven, we may confider it
in two differents lights: Firft, As it is internal and
Jpiritual. Secondly, As it is external and fenfible. i
- Firft, Let us coafider the happinefs of the faints,’
ia that part of their celeftial worfhip, which is inter=
nal and fpiritual ; and, in general, we muft frequent..
Iy recal to our minds the imperfeftion of our prefeat.
~ difcoveries, and remember, that ¢ eye hath not feen, -
¢ nor car heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of
¢ man to conceive what the Lord hath laid wp for:
¢ them that love him.’ There miy, for any thing-
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we know, be difcoveries, and, by confequence, adts
of worfhip, and difpofitions of mind correfponding
to them, totally different in kind from any thing we
#re now capable of, as well as higher in degree. Of
thefe we muft be abfolutely filent: therefore, all that
{hall follow upon this fubje, is founded upon the
following remark, that whatever a&s of worthip we
have now any experience of, and by which we are
initiated, o to fpeak, into, and ‘trained up for the
employment of heaven, fhall then be performed to
far greater perfeQtion, and with infinitely greater
Joy. ’ :
In order to the mere diftin& confideration of this
fobjedt, you may obferve, thatall the a@ts of worthip,
of which we are now capable, may be reduced to the
four following kinds: Firft, Afts of adoration. Se-
condly, Of gratitude. Thirdly, Of defire. And,
Fourthly, Of truft and fubjetion.
- In the firft place, A&s of adoration. By thefe, as
diftinguifhed from the others mentioned, I under-
ftand the immediate contemplation of the glorious
excellence of the divine natare, and the exercife of
thefe affe@tions of foul which correfpond toit. The
pature of God is difcovered, and his glory exhibit-
ed to view, in all his works, and in all his ways,
And he is the proper obje ‘of the higheft cfteem,
the deepeft admiration, and moft ardent love of e-
very reafonable creature, for what he is in himfelf,
independent of any intereft they may have, or hope
to have in his favour. Therefore it is the firft duty
and chief end of man to give unto the Lord the glo-
ry that is due unto his name. I know this is what
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worldly men, who ive in fin, cannot underftand,
and therefore are apt to deride; which is indeed the
cafe with refpeét 16 all the truths of God, confider-
ed in their foll extent, and gs. refting upon their
proper foundation ; the natural man cannot receive
them. Baut as it is the firft commandment of the
law, ¢ Thon fhalt worfhip the Lord thy God, and
¢ him only thalt thou ferve;' fo it is the leading and
the capital truth, taught and repeated i the facred
eracles, that all things were made for, that all things
fhall finally tend to; and thercfore gl intelligent
creatures ought, fupremely, to aim at the glory of
Geod. This may be cafily fupported by udprejudi-
ced reafon; for what can be more juft than to have
the higheft efteem of the higheft excellence, the
deepeft admiration of . boundlefs and fpotlefs perfec-
tion; and a fopreme love for what is infinitely ami-
able. It is wholly owing to the corruption of our
patuve, that we are {o little fenfible of the fin of ne-
glefting this. And, indeed, a thort and juft defcrip-
tion‘of our corruption may. be given'thus; it confifts
in dethroning God, and fetting up felf to be honour-
od, Joved, and ferved in his room. )

. ‘But, my brethren, -every real Chriftian has been
recovered to a view of this his firft obligation 25 a
creature ;. kiows, experimentally, what it is, fupreme-
ly, w0 honbur the living and true God, and hath a pe-
culiar pleafure is the furvey and celebration of ail
his perfeQtions. Al fuch rejoice in his dominion,
and feel a fatisfation in it, as infinitely right and fit,
that the will of the Lord fhould be done. They
Join, in their manner, on earth, with the heavenly
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hafts, as thus reprefented, Rev. xi. 16, 17, ¢ And
« the four and twenty clders, which fat before God
¢ on_their feats, fell upon their faces, and worfhip+
¢ ped Gad, faying, we give thee thanks, O Lord God
¢ Almighty, which art, and waft, and art to come,
¢ hecaufe thou haft taken to thee thy great power,

¢ and hafl reigned. Rev. xix.6. And1heard, asit -

< were,. the voice of a great multitude, and as the
¢ voige of many waters, and as the voice of mighty
¢ thundrings, faying, Allelnia; for the Lord God om+
¢ nipotent reigneth.” But how incomparably mors

perfect, and more joyful, their adoration of God;

when they are come into his prefence! then the veil
fhall be drawn afide; they fhall ¢fee him face to
* face;’ they fhall ¢ know, even as they are known.!
Inftead of thefe comparatively obfcure hints and in«
timatians, which they now have of his glory, then,
the whole extenfive plan of providence, of which
they now fee only a {fmall detached part, fhall be o-
pened. to their view: then fhall they fee the over.
throw and fubjetion of the pride, and arrogance,
and boafted” wifdom of man, ¢ which is foolifhnefs
¢ with Gad;’ and the blefled, happy iflue, of thefe
wasious trials of the people of God, which formerly-
gave them fo many anxious and diftruftful thoughts,
But. why do I mention particulars, when all the ef-

fefis. of creating fkill, all the fruits of fupporting and: -

preferving goodnefs, fhall be laid before them ?

. And is there not fome lover of Chrift faying, here,
within himfelf, why. do you not mention the my-
{tery of redemption, ‘God manifefted in the fleth:®
in this the glory of God ;minently fhines, his une-
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qualled, his unrivalled glory. That this, as the
work of God, (though we can hardly keep our own
concerns out of view) fhall be the particular theme
of celeftial praife, is not to be doubted, and is evi-
dent from hence, that Chrift, as the abject of wor-
thip, is reprefented, as appearing there like 2 Lamb
that had been flain.

Oace more, as the church of God, at prefent, is
the mean of illuftrating his wifdom to principalities
and powers, or to the angelick hofts, which we learn
fiom Eph. iii. 10, ¢ To the intent that, now, unto
¢ the principalities and powers, in heavenly places,
¢ might be known by the church the manifold wif-
¢ dom of God;’ fo the order and government of
thefe fuperior intelligences fhall be opeped to the
view of the faints in glory. In the profpe&t of all
¢ this, they fhall fay, Rev. xv, 3. ¢ —Great and
¢ marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ;
¢ juft and true are thy ways, thou King of faints.’
With what exultation of {oul, then, with what fer-
vour of adoring wonder, and admiring love, fhall
they celcbrate the divine glory! As they fhall be
wholly freed from every degree of finful and felfith
bias, they fhall feel the cleareft convi&tion of the o-
bligation of their duty, and difcharge it by a free, un-
conftrained impulfe of foul: for the fame reafon,
the pleafure arifing from it will be fo much the mere
pure and unmixed, that it is not aimed at on itsown
. account, nor purchafed by any compliance that might
but feem to have a mercenary view.

In the fecond place, Let us confider the celeftial
worthip, as confifting in alts of gratitude and praife.
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And, here, obferve, that though I have corifidered
the difinterefted love of God, and the humble adora-
tion of his own matchlefs inherent excellence, as firft
both in order and dignity, which it ought to be,
this does not take away, or fuperfede atts of thank{-
giving, but rather lays the jufteft and nobleft founs
dation for their exercife ; becaufe it fubjets the crea~
ture to the Creator; keeps its dependence and obe~
dience continually in view, and greatly inhaaces the
favours beftowed by fuch a hand, and upoa fuch ob-
je@s. -Gratitude for the goodnefs of God, is what,
~ furely, we may have fome conception of, evenin this
ftate, in which he loads us with his benefits, and in
which every moment of our continuance is a proof
and evidence of his patience and forbearance. The
faints efpecially, who have learned not only to di-
fcern and confefs the hand that fuftains them, but
to acknowledge God, as the God of their falvation,
muft underftand what it is to praife him for his mer-
cies.

But how much louder muft the voice of praife
be in heaven than in earth? The mercies for which
they give praife are incomparably greater; fo is alfo
the uniformity and fecurity of their poffeffion, What
is the richeft and moft gorgeous attire, the moft
fomptuous and delicate fare, which this world can
afford, compared with thofe rivers of pleafures which
are at God’s right hand? How imperfet are all the
enjoyments of this ftate, by reafon of the fufferings
and forrows that are mingled with them? We are
apt to envy onc another through ignorance; but the

man liveth not on @nhiwho hath not fome forrows.
: 2
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%o allay his profperity, except, perhaps, for a few
moments, when the mind is ingroffed, ahd, asit were,
Intoxicate with fome late acquifition. Our prefeat
charater is fuch as doth not admit of perfe® hap+
pinefs. Here muft be the fire of afliction to purge a-
way thedrofsof fin. But, in the world tocome, thehap
pinefs of the faints Is perfect and anmixed, for the peo-
ple thall be all righteous. So it is faid, in the words
immediately following the text; ¢ They fhall hunger
¢ 8o more, neither thirft any more, neither fhall the
¢ {un light on them, nor any heat. And, Rev. xxi,
3, 4. * And I heard a great voice out of heaven, fay-
¢ ing, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
% and he will dwell with them, and they thall be his
¢ people, and God himfelf fhalt be with them, and
¢ be their God: and God fhall wipe away all tears
¢ from their eyes ; and there thall be no more death,
¢ cither forrow, bor crying, neither thail there be
¢ any more pain; for the foriner thiugs are paffed a»
“ way." The precarioufnefs of our prefent enjoy.
ments greatly diminithes their value; they are very
uncertaia in their own nature, and our continuance
with them is eqnally fo. But, in heaven, there thall
be no more death, the inhabitants fhail go ao mere
out; aad their enjoyments fhall be fuch as tan nei-
ther walte nor change. How aditated, then, maft
be the praifes of the higher houfe, efpecially whem
the refleion upon the wretchednefs and precariouf-
pefs of their palt fRave muft fo gready improve whiir
feufe of the riches and fecurity of the prefent? Let
me fuppofe a eafe, which, indeed, bappens every day,
though the ¢ffedt of it isnot fully difcanable by us;
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fuppole a poor Chriftian, perhaps, poor ia thisworld,
Dbut certainly poor in fpirit, who hath long ftruggled -

‘with the evils of life, who hath paticatly endured the

infulting language, and difdainful eye, of the proud
and profperous, nay, which is far worfe, hath been
diftreffed with many anxious fears concerning his
own future {tate; fuch an one, taken from the world,
how amazing, how blefled the change! from aa
«garthly cottage, to a throne of glory; from a defpif~
.ing world, to an approving God; from a frail, difeaf-
ed, dying body, to everlafting ftrength, and unde-

~ caying beauty ! how maulft his mouth be filled with

praifes, when the days of his mourmng are for ever
ended ?

‘But that which efpecially ferves to enhvcn the
praifes of the faiats in heaven is, their fenfe of their
‘own unworthinefs as finners: this it is which makes
all the gifts of God of fevenfold value, they are all
of free unmerited grace and mercy. Redemption!
Redemption is the theme of the praifes of heaven,
Rev. i. 5. ‘Unto him that loved us, and wathed us

¢ from our fins, in his own blood. Rev. v. 9. And

¢ they fung a new fong, faying, thou art worthy to
¢ take the book, and to open the feals thereof: for
¢ thou waft flain, and haft redeemed us to God
« by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue,
¢ and people, and nation.’ Redemption is at prefent
carelefsly fought after, and coldly acknowledged;
but then fhall they know the guilt they have
contra&ted, the hell they have efcaped, the glory
which they poffefs, and the price at which it was
pought, Oh my btetl’x{en' how light a fenfe of
3
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the evil of fin has the moft humbled penitent now,
compared to what he fhall have in heaven! how
light a fenfe of the mifery of the impenitent, com-
pared to what he fhall have after he has heard their
fentence pronounced by tke judge, and feen them go
away into éverlafting punifhment ! how fthall a va-
Iue does he put upon the gift of God, eternal life,
till he tafte of it! and how weak is his love to God
in Chrift, whilft it is only kindled by faith, compa-
Ted to what it fhall be, when he fees the Lamb flain
Trom the foundation of the world!

In the third place, Let us confider the celeftial
worfhip, as confifting in ats of defire. There is
much of this in the difpofition of the people of God
on ecarth, they fay with the prophet lfaiah, ch.
xxvi. 8. ¢ The defire of our foul is to thy name,
* and to the remembrance of thee.” And as every
agreeable object is the more defired, the more it
is knowa; fo the clear difcovery that is made in
heaven, of the glory and excellence of God, and the
delightful communications of his love, maft flilt
encreafe our defire of further and further degrees of
it; and there is a fulnefs, both in the divige na-
ture and benignity, that can never be exhaufted.
Earthly things, indeed, to which we often, through
jgnorance, affix ah erroncous and exceffive value,
the more they are known, are often the lefs efteem-
c¢d; bat this can never take place where the obje@
cannot be efteemed in proportion to its worth, be-
canfe its worth can never be completely difcovered,
Pcrhaps it may be thought improper to include dé-
fire among the acts of celeftial worihip, as theie Yk
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bappy fouls thall be & fully gratfied, 'in ‘every hoty
-faclination; as to lea 1o room for any farther de-
“imand, But we dfuft ‘confider that theve fhall be
“rootn for en everlafling progreflive improvement ‘to
lgvery finité ereatare; and the gradeal ehilargemént
«of their capacity thall make way for thefe further
~Cconthunications of divine love,

There fhall, mdeed, be no fuch défire,.as implies
-8uy anxiousor impatient craving. This is ordinarily
produced by doubs, or difficulty of fupply, which
tant have no place here; but there may, neverthie-
Jefs, be fuch defire as leads to, and prepares for,
ithe continuance or increafe of enjoyment. It is na-
tural indecd for us, from our préfent experience, fo.

tonceive, that defire ‘Huft weakéh -or lefkn With
poflcilion, as it is chicAy kept vp by varicty add Bg-
velty, a love of which feems to be fo effential to, anid
‘powerful in thé hustan bithre. To remove this
apprehenfion, I obferve thefetwo things, Firft, That
in the infinity of the divine perfeltions, and works,
there is fufficient diverfity to employ and gratifya
“fidite creature; through all eternity ; fo that if it
‘pleafe God to continue, after the réfurrefion, a
Jove of novelty, or any difpofition fimilar to it, he
is well able to protide it with proper exercife.

_ But, fecondly, It appears highly probable, thae
‘the love of change, fo obfervable in humat naturs,
8 more owing o the vanity of created njoyments,
‘than any thing effential to us, as rattépal fpjrits;
and, therefore, when we enjoy the Thbftanéd jnftead
of the thadow, the Creator inftead of or in e cred-
Ture, the caufe being gonr, the et will weafe of
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courfe. And, to confirm this, we may obferve, that
povelty is not an effential qualification of what plea-
fes us; for habit often creates as firong or ftronger
attachment to what we have loag known, than the

_charms of novelty to what is untried: enjoyment
therefore may, in fome cafes, excite defire. And if
this is the cafe, fometimes, on earth, there is all rea-

fon to think it will be always fo in heaven. May I
.not juft add, that we find, from our prefent im-

_perfe& experience, that a life of hope and a&ivity,
when there is fuitable encouragemeut and fuccefs,
from time to time, is the moft agreeable of any that
can be conceived. How delightful then mnft be both

 the habitual and atual defires of the faints in glory,
pointed at the worthieft objets, and not oaly af-
fured of, but conftantly rewarded with, complete

fatisfaction ! ' = .

In the fourth and laft place, Let us confider the

-celeftial worfhip, as confifting in acts of truft and .
fubjetion. I join them together, becaufe they are
very much involved in, and founded upon one ano- -
ther. And I have mentioned them laft, becaufe-the
iffue of every ferious exercife of a believer’s foul, of
every at of communion with God, is ordinarily his
being brought to a compofed, truft, complacency,
and acquiefcence in God as his fatisfying portion;
and a confecration of himfelf and his all to God in
obedience and fubmiffion. And how infinitely more
complete, as well as joyful, muft the truft and fub-
miffion of the faints be in heaven than on earth! If
even here they fay, ¢ Though he flay me, yet will
£1truftin him, Jvis the Lord, let bim do what
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¢ feemeth him good ;> how much tore reafon have
they to put an unfhaken truft in 'God, when the§
have tafted ‘the fruits of his love, and received the
proof of his faithfulnefs, in the actual pofleffion of
bis promifes? as the Plalmift fays, Pfal. ix. 1o, ¢ They
¢ that know thy name will put their truft in thee”

Thus clear difcoveries of God’s mature, and ex»
tenfive views of his ‘works and ways, maft eftablifh
them in a chearfol dependance oa his uachangedble
truth, Aad, O, with what a readinefs, or rathet
with what pleafare and alacrity, will they refigh
themfelves to his will, and conifecrate thethielves 1
his fervice! "There will the® be ho remains of thé
tarhal mind to refufe dbedience, ¥r of an impatient
murmuring fpifit, to complaia under the yoke ; but
they will be as the angels, his miaifters to do his.
pleafure, ready at his call, and earneftly covethif
employment. ‘Obedience will be their prevailing ins
clination, and the formal ‘<xpreffion, and Rbder of ity
t their God and Redecmer, will be a part of thm
attuoal fervice, .

" And, wow, to conclude this head, you 'mé‘y ob-
ferve, that 1 conld ot avoid, in illuftratiog the wors
fhip of the faints in heaven, frequently to bring i
view their habitual framse and conftant employment
but I hope this is not altogether improper ; for there
is not, by far, fo great a difference between their adts
of worthip, and their ordinary work, as between -
eurs on carth, They fun into one another, and are
very much of a fimilar nature; they are (hadowed
forth, but very faintly, in the flate of that an on
éaith, who walks with God el the day long. A
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his life is a conftant courfe, either of votal or men-
tal worfhip, o, in a higher degree, they are before
the throne of God, and ferve kim day and night in his
temple. ]

Let us, now, in the fecond place, confider the
worthip of the faints in heaven, as it is external and
fenfible. That there is fomething even external and
fenfible in it, neceffarily follows from the refurrec-
tion of the body, which is fo important a part of the
Chriftian doétrine: for though the bodies with which
the faints fhall be cloathed at the refurre&ion, thall
exceedingly differ from their grofs bodies, in {plen-
dor and beauty, and, particulary, fhall fo far excel
them in purity, as to be termed by the apoftle Paul
(1 Cor. xv. 44.) * Spiritual bodies;’ yet, if they be
body or matter at all, they muft be limited to fome
place, and have an external and fenfible form. The,
fame thing appears from that beautiful paffage in the
book of Job, ch. xix. 25. ¢ For I know that my Re-
¢ deemer liveth, and that he fhall ftand at the latter
¢ day upon the earth.’ )

Farther, though we are, no doubt, taught, in
fcripture, to confider heaven more as'a pature than
a place, yet there is evident foundation, from feve.
ral expreffions, to fuppofe that there is fome portion
of the works of God fet apart for that purpofe, and
adorned with fuch a vifible glory, as is proper to af-
fe&k the imaginations of created beings. ‘Thus there
is mention made of the third heaven, the higheft hea-
ven, the heaven of heavens. See alfo Rev. xxi. 1,2,
¢ And I faw a new heaven, and a new earth; for the
¢ firftheavenand the firft earth were paflod away; and
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¢ there was no more fea; and I John faw the holy city,
* new Jerufalem, coming down from God out of hea-
¢ ven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hufband.*
And, from the 19th verfe of that chapter to the end,
it is defcribed in fuch terms, as naturally fuggeft to
us the greateft glory and magnificence,
" This is the temple of God in which his fervants
fhall ferve him, in which we may fuppofe the geae-
ral aflembly of the church of the firft born meet to-
gether, for the joint celebration of their Creator and
Redeemer’s praife. But as to a more particular ac-
count, either of the place or manner of the worthip
. there performed, it were more eafy to form amufing
and curious fpeculations, than to fix upon any thing
folid and certain. In this, as indeed in every other
part of the heavenly ftate and employment, compa-
rative refletions are moft to be depended on. And
furely, if in this lower world, and that part of the
crcation, which is, at prefeat, fubjcéted to our view,
there is fo much order and beauty, fo much fplendor
and magnificence, though it be the abode of guilty
creatures, under manifeft tokens of divine difpleafure,
what muft be the unclouded luftre, and perfect beau-
ty, of that place where the glory of almighty God is.
peculiarly difplayed, and which was prepared for the
reception of the objets of his fpecial love, before
the foundation of the world ? If the feveral fenfes,
with which we are now endued, are capable of af-
fording us fo exquifite a pleafure in their prefent
gratification, notwithftanding their apparent difor-
der, how high and ravifhing a delight may they com-
municate when they are refined and purified, fur-



nithed with their proper objects, and freed from that
infatiablenefs, and tendency to excefs, which is the
fruit of fin, the evideace of a corrupted frame, and,

85 a mixture of gall, poifons every warldly joy? It
is worth. ohfervation, upon this fubjeét, that the
happinefs of the faints is many times defcribed in
feripture, by their external circumftances and pofi-
tian, fo to fpeak, and by fenfible gratifications; as'
by fitting upon thrones, at the nght hand of God;
by a city highly adorned; by a river of water of
life; a tree of life, bearing twelve manner of fruits.
And his fervice is defcribed by the melody of fongs
of praife, and even by inftrumental mufick, Rev.
xv. 2. where mention is made of the harps of God.
Now, though God forbid that we fhould underftand*
thefe expreflions in fuch a manner, as to fuppofe.
that the enjoyments of the faints above have any
thing io’ them refembling the grofsnefs of prefeat
fenfual indulgence, yet we may, with fafety, con-
clude, that as the body fhall then join in the fer-
vice of, God, it thall be inftrumental in perceiving-
the pleafure of it; and that a fenfe and perception-
of the beauty and grandeur of that temple of the
liing. God, in which they offer up-their celeftial fa-
crifices, {hall encreafe and enliven their gratitude to,
and adoration of -him, who raifed the glorious fa..
brick. :
Rug.the external circumftance, which, in my ap--
prehesfion, will contribute moft to the delight and
happinefs of the faints, in their heavenly worthip,
will be their union and.fociety in it. Man is evi-
deatly framed for deriving his chief happinefs in this
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ftate from fociety. It never was, and never will be
good for man to live alone. Social worfhip is pecu-
liarly acceptable to God, as might be thewn from |
many paffages of fcripture, Math, xviit. 19, 20.
¢ Again, I fay unto you, that if two of you fhall -
* agree on earth, as touching any thing that they
¢ fhall afk, it thall be done for them of my Father
¢ which is in heaven. For where two or three are
¢ gathered together in my name, there am I in the
¢ midft of them. Pfal. Ixxxvii. 2. The Lord lov-
¢ eth the gates of Zion, more than all the dwellings
¢ of Jacob.’ And doth not the experience of every
one of thofe who love the habitation of God’s houfe, °
and the place where his honour dwelleth, teftify
what an elevation of foul, and enlargement of beart,
they obtain by mingling their voices in his praife?
As united fires brighten each other’s blaze, as many
concordant founds make the finer harmony, o the
unien of many hearts, in divine worfhip, makes the
higher fpiritnal melody, not only more grateful to
God, but more delightful to themfelves. The plea-
fure of this is, indeed, greatly allayed on earth, by a
mixtare of difcordant notes (to continue the former
. allufion) of enemies with friends. But allow me to
make a fuppofition, that all within thefe walls, this
evening, were perfetly upright with God, and that
our mutual fincerity were perfeétly ksown to each
other, what inexpreflible fervency, and rapture
of fpirit, would it give to every ome, in finging the
praifes of God, and of the Lamb, to confider him-
felf as joined with' fach a number of pure, holy,
blefied, redecmed fonls? But how much beyond
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. conception will this be-increafed, when we meet
with the innumerable company of the redeemed
above, and all our pious fathers, who, many ages
before this, ferved our common mafter; many,
we hope, who kept holy days, in this very place,
and whofe bodies now fleep in the duft under our
feet, and around us; nay, when all, from the eaft
and from the weft, fhall be completely gathered in,
when every heart fhall agree with every tongue,
and falvation to the Lamb fhall be the univerfal, de-
lightful, repeated, acclamation? There are two paf-
ages of fcripture which fpeak of the multitude, and
employment of this glorious company, which ought
never to be read without a holy and delightful reve-
rence. Rev. ¥ 9, 15. ¢ And they fung a new fong,

¢ faying, thou art worthy to take the book, and to
¢ open the feals thereof: for thou waft flain, and
¢ haft redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of e-

¢ very kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation ;
¢ and the four beafts faid Amen. And the four and-
¢ twenty elders fell down, and worthipped him that
¢ liveth for ever and ever. Rev. vii. g, 12. After
¢ this, I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which né
¢ man could number, of all nations, and kindreds,
¢ and people, and tongues, ftood before the throne,
¢ and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes,

¢ and palms in their hands; faying, Amen, blaﬂing,
. ¢and glory, and wifdom, and thankfgiving, and
¢ honour, and power, and might, be uato our God

¢ for ever and ever. Amen,

I proceed, now, to oondade the fubje&, by fome
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practical imiprovement of what has been faid. And
can we refufe to begin, by praifing God for his un-
fpeakable love, and matchlefs condefcenfion? The
whole work of our redemption is wonderful; but,
in a particular manner, the conelufion of it: that
we thould not only have our clothes wafhed in the
blood of the Lamb,” but thould be before the throne
of God, and ferve him day and night in bis temple:
‘At the dedication of the temple of Solomon, that
wife and pious prince breaks out into au expreffion
of holy admiration and aftonithment, and fays,
2 Chron. vi. 18, * But will God ia very deed dwell
¢ with men on the earth? Behold, heaven, and the
¢ heaven of heavens cannot coatain thee; how much
¢ lefs this houfe which I have Built?* . How much
greater reafon have we to fay, when recolleing our
guilt and unworthinefs, ¢and fhall men in very deed -
¢ dwell with God in heaven!’ how amazing the dif-
tance! how glorious the dwelling and employment!
and ?ow, mean the invited guefts! Let us take
confuficn of face to ourfelves, and acknowledge,
that this cannot be accounted for, but by the propi-
tiation and purchafe of the eternal Son of Gaod, as
the only foundation of our hope. Let us, in the
view of every privilege, renew the exercife of faith
in him, as giving us a title to it; and, on this occa.
fion, particularly, beg of him to lead us, by his Spi-
rit, through all the neceffary fteps of previous pre.
~ paration, and at laft receive us into his plory.

In the fecond place, from what has been faid, you
may fee the importance and benefit of the worthip
and fervice of God on arth. 1 this flate is a flate

2
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of trial and preparation for that which is to followr
it, and the worthip of God is fo grest a past of the
employment, and {o great a fource of the happinefs
of the faints above, it is plain, that his worthip op |
carth muft be of the higheft afefulgefs. It is mo§
enly an unqueftionable duty, but it is manifeltly ne-
eeffary to fit us fos, and hebituate ug to the heavealy
exercife. It is plain from the whole saalogy of provi-
dence, that a preparation of nature is secellary for the
poffeffion snd enjoyment of any {tate. We fee,evenia
patoral things, that fowing, and a long timeof gradual
nourifhment, isnaceflary tothe ftrength and confiftens
cyof any plantor tree; and that,according to the feed;
fo is the praduétion. This the Apoftie very flrongly
spplies, Gal. vi. 7. ‘Be not deceived; God is not
¢ mocked; for whatfoever a man foweth, that (hall
¢ he alfo reap.” Thefe that expett to ferve God in
his temple abave, muft be habituated to ferve him
in his church on earth. Thisis the feed-time; then
is the harveft. The hoofe of God is the piace boths
of the birth and nourithment of his people, Pfal,
Ixxxvii, 5. “ And of Zian it fhall be faid, this snd’

¢ that man was bars ia her; and the higheft himfelf
§ fhall eftablith her.’

Thevefore fuffer me, my brethren, to- rcpfm the
fin, and fhow the danger of thofe, who-altogether nes
gle€t and defpife the worfhip of God. If chance, imitai
tion, curiofity, or 2 worle motive, has brought to thid
audience, any who are habitual defplfers of the wors
fhip of God, I hereby afflure them, fn his name,; that,
unlefs they change their heart and pradtice, in heas

- wven they fhall never dwell, becaufe its employment
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they do not love. It is both the evidence and caufe
of the degeneracy of many in this age, that they
have fallen into a negle& and contempt of the. pu-
blick worfhip of God; that, in their notions of relir .
gion, when' they form any at all, they, in a great
.meafure, leave out their duty to their Maker, and
confine it only t0.a few of the ordiaary offices due
from one man to another. Experience, indeed, plin.
ly thows the weaknefs and feeblenefs of thefe virtues
that are pot enlivened and animated by piety towards
God ; and that it is as peffible to uphald. the fuper-
firuture, by taking.away the foundation, to pre-
ferve the vigour and verdure of the branches of a
tree, by feparating them from-the root, as to pre-
ferve and fecure any regularity of condu&, withouta
principle of divine life, of vital, {piritual union with
God through Chrift; but what, ina particular manner,
fhows the folly of all fuch, is their relation to eter-
nity. Suppofingtheir praltice were every way fitand
- proper forthis world, how does itagree with the em»
ploymeat of heaven? Doth not confcience tell you,
that you have neither rightaor relith, nor even capas
city for it, and, by neceffary, confequence,.are under
a fentence of condemnation, ¢ children of wrath, and -
¢ heirs of hell 2’ for there is no middle ftate. I be-
feech you therefore, nay, obteft you, in the moft fo.;
lemn manner, that-you henceforth honour God in hig
houfe and ordinances, if you expett that ever he:
fhould honour you:- and, remember, that this warn.
ing, which you have reccived by the wife difpofal
of his providence, will be an aggravation of youx
guils, if you negle® an% defpife ity )
3
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I cannot help, alfo, upon this occafion, patting
you in mind of the neglefted duty of worthippings
God in your families. Thefe fimaller focieties, in
which the members are conneted by the frongeft
ties, and ftand in the neareft and meft endéaring re-
lations to one another, how proper are they for the
joint worfhip of God? and how great is the fin of
begleCting it? How can you expeét any thing elfe,

but either an angry providence, or hardening and

ftupifying profperity, which is infinitely worfe, un-
lefs you call on the name of God ? whereas, by ming-
Jing your voices in his praifes on earth, you prepare
yourfelves for his fervice in heaven. I camnot go

through all the excufes offered for this negle®® ; but .

wo fhall be to that man, who is too bufy, too prond,
or toa modeft, to worthip, in his family, the King
of kings, and Lord of lords, who made him by his
~ power, and upholds him by his providence.

In the third place, Let me improve this fobjet for
the trial of thofe whofe ftate is more doubtful. How-
ever many opeh enemies there are to rehgion in thefe
days, it is to be lamented that there are many alfo,
who continye their attendance upen the ordinances
of God, but in a cold and formal manaer, and refting
upon the form, withqut the power, lay themfelves a-
flecp in fecurity. Bring yourfelves to the teft, then,
and fuffer confcience to difcover the truth, however
painful and mortifying. Isthere any of you, who has
heard of theemployment of the faintsabove, as confift

ing in the fervice ofGod, who are not able to conceive

the happinefs or delight of fach work ? Is thereanya-

mong you, who weary of thiefervice of God, not frons
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weaknefs of body, but from averfion of mind, who,
-im mediately after, retwrn to the world, and its enjoy-
- ments, with eagernefs, and lightnefs of mind, like 2
-bullock, when he is loofed fram the yake ? Such have
good reafon tofufpeét their condition, and to fear, that
they are unrenewed in heart, But, I hope, there
are not a few, who, from their heart, call the Sab-
bath, ¢ a delight, the holy of the Lord, and honoar-
$ able; who efteem a day irn God’s courts better than
€ a thoufand;* whofe higheft joy it is, to have their
hearts captivated with his love, and their afe@i-
ons enlarged in bis praife; and whofe indifpofition
often to this work, by floth or worldlinefs of mind,
is their greatelt grief. Such, my brethren, have good
seafon to look forward to that happy time, whea
they fhall ferve him with uawearied vigonr and ala-
ority; and fhall behold the fimile -of his countenance
without one mortifying frown, ~
. Inthefourth place, I would improve this fubjet for
the confolation of the afflited. The hope of glory i
the trie and proper fource of confolation; whether
your forrow arifes from {offering, or from fin; for
‘hoth thefe fhall be perfe&t firangers 1o the happy
abede of the faints 3bove. 1f you are under the an-
xiety of woildly care, the oppreffioti 3nd reproack
of the ungodly, the attacks of ficknefs, the gradual
loofening of the pins of this feeble tottering frame 3
if thefe weaken the ftrength, and mar the melody of
your prefent fongs, and compel you to mix your
praifes with groans, remember, that, in a fhort time,
thefe complaints will be at an end, the harps of God:
Wil be given you, apd fkill to bandle them. If 3
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fenfe of inherent corruption, if grief for an abfentor
_ anangry God, take yoor haads to hang down, exest
the hope of being made not enly perfeltly happy,
‘but, perfectly holy, and ferving him day and night in
his temple.
. ‘This leads me, tn the laft place, To diret you, to
jmprove this fubject for animatiog your prefent de-
.votion. Nothing is more proper for this purpofs,
than the lively hope, or rather anticipation of the
heavenly employmeat. Let us overcome our prefent
floth, by eatering, in faith and hope, within the vail,
and confidering how we fhall then praife him: thea
there fhall be no wandering. thought, no cold hears,
no faultering tongue, no flagging fpirits. - And, as
without all queltion, fome are here prefent, not a
few, I would charitably hope, who fhall enter into
that temple of the living God; fo we kaow not how
foon any of us may be fent for, to leave this worldly
fanétuary, to be above the ufe of prefent ordinances, -
_.and to joia the innumerable company about the
-throne. In the profpeét of this, Pfal. cxlix. 1, 2;
s —Let usfing unto the Lord a new foog, and his
< pmfe in the-congregation of faints, Let Ifrael res
A joice in ‘him that. made him; let the chlldunof
s an be joyful in their King” Amen.
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S ERMON X

Mxmﬂ:cnal fidelity in declaring’ the whole
counfel of God

AcTs xx. 26 27

%rfan Hahym to rmrd this day, that 1 am~
pure from the blood of ali men: for I have ne#
Jounrned to dtcloﬂ unto you all the counfel of God,

- My BRETHREN, :
T HESE words are a part of the apoftle Panl'c
difeourfe to the elders of Ephefus, when tak-
ing leave of them, under a firm perfuafion, or ra.
ther a certain knowledge, that he would never again
fee them in the body. My prefent fituation, of which
pone of you Is ighorany, has determined me to the
choice of this paffage, as  ¥ery proper fubjeét, from
which I may conelude the exercife of my miniftry
among you. I had ence oecafion, on leaving another
charge, to have taken a formal farewel of a very af.
feftio nate people, but had not courage to attempt it -
The circam@ances atteading the removal, which, if
Providence prevent not, {feems now to be at hand,
are fuch as do not leflen, but greatly increafe the
difliculty of fpeaking from fuch a fubje, And yev,
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in another view, they feemed to urge it fo ftrongly,

and to prefent fuch an opportunity of being uleful,
-as I durft not wholly decline. Every Chriftiaa ought
to be «n oblerver of provideace. Nothing will more
effetually promote his holinefs and comfort. And
both a minifter and his people ought to improve
the afpect of providence, when it bath any thing
peculiar ia ir, to their mutual benefit.

Let me therefore intreat you té attend to the
following difcourfe, with patience and compo-
fure. This requeft I the rather hope you will
comply with, as there is nothing intended that is
perfonal, further than muft necefarily arife from the:
fubjet itfelf, or be unavoidably. fuggefted by your
own thoughts. [ blefs God that I have no complaint
to make of want of duty, or affetion upon your
fide; necither is it any part of my purpofe to juflify
my own condu&, during the time that I have had
the hooour and happinefs of being eatrufted with
the miniftry of the gofpel in this place. I fhall there-
fore only fay, that whether I have been able to de-
Jiver my own foul, by fidelity in duty, and by puri-
ty. of -principle, I am certain, that very much has
been laid to the cbarge of many of yours. Lealt of
all do I intend. to endeavour to fatisfy you of the
motives which bave induced me to accept of a call
to a diftant part of the world, and, in fome degree,
a different employment in the church of Chrift. For
this, I know that an account muft be given, ia due
time, to a much greater Judge, with whofe appro--
bation either the applaufe or cenfure of men are not
worthy to be laid in the balance. The fingle purs.
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pofe, therefote, of the following difcourfe,. thall be
to give you fuch a comprehenfive view of the truths
of the everlafting gofpel,—of theimportance and dif-
ficulty of a minifter’s work ; as may direct you in the
choice of another . paftor,——increafe your efteem of
fuch as are faithful,—and excite you to guard againf¥
every thing that may either difcourage them in their
work, or prevent their fuccefs. - .
. The apoftle Paul had planted the church of Ephe-
fas, and he had fpent a part of bis time there, very
confiderable, if we confider the extent of his com-
miffion, and his many apoftolick journies to diffe-
rent parts of the world. In the whole of his dif
courfe, to the elders of that chiurch, whom he had
fent for in his paffage to Rome, we fee the greateft
tendernefs and affettion, and an earneft concern, to
engrave upon their hearts the truths which he had
taught them while refiding there. And, in the
words of the text, you fee the foundation on which
‘he takes them to record, that he was free Jrom the
blocd of all men ; for, fays he, I bave not fbunned
declare unto you all the counfel of God. 1 omit every
thing that might be occafionally introduced from
the text, or context, fuch as minifters being charge.
able with the blood of thofe who perith by their
neglect, and the doctrine of the gofpel being the
counfel of God, that I may fix your attention,’
where certainly the emphafis of this declaration lies,
viz.. That he had declared to them a// the counfel of
God, and that he had not fBunned to do fo, or _that
he had not been deterred, by any difficulties, from
the faithful difcharge of his truft, Therefore, in’
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difcourfiog forthér, ob this fubjeft, 1 will endeas
vour, through divine affiftance, ’

. 1. To confider the fidelity of 2 minifier, as cone
filting in o full and complete declaration of the coun-
fel of God.

. L. To confider the difficuliies which may le
in his way, or tempt him to /bim asy part of his
work. . -

III. To make a particelar improvement of thd
fubject, by giving you mly parting advices, ia the
{ptrit of this paffage, and i 3 way, to the beft of
my judgment, fuited-to your fiteation.

Firft then, Let us coofider the fidelity of a mini+
fter, as confifting in a full and complete decharation
of the counfel of God. Thisis a citcumftance which
the Apoftle feems to have laid particular firefs upon,
in his difcourfe to the elders of Ephefus, as he not
only refls his folemn appeal to themfelves, in this
paflage, opon it, bat had mentioned it before, verfes,
20, 21. ‘ And how I have kept dack nothing that
¢ was profitable 0nto yoo, but have fhewed yov, and
¢ have taught you pablickly, asd from houfe to
¢ houfs, teftifying both to the Jews, and alfo to the.
¢ Greeks, repentance toward God, ard faith toward
" ¢ our Lord Jefus Chrift.’ It is, indeed, a circom-
flance of the utmoft moment, as minifters may be
fuppofed much more ready to fali fhort in this re-
fpect than in any other. It is probable that many
more are chargeable with concealing truth, than af-

firmiog fallchood; with negle@ing daty, than com- -

e,
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smitting crimes; with not building the houfe, thaa
.wikfully polling it down. ‘Agreeably to.this, we find
she charge of the prophet, againft unfaithful thé-
pherds, ischiefly or.only for negle®® of duty, Ezek.
xxxi®, 2; 3, 4. * Son of man prophefy aguint the the
& pherds of lirael, prophefy and f3y vnto them, thue
+ fainh the Lord God unto the fhepherds, wo be to

s the fepherds of Ifrael, that do feed themfelves:

# hould not the fhepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat .
‘s.eheéfat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kilt
“ them that are fed: but ye feed mot the flock: the
# difeafed Rave ye not ftrengthened, neither have ye
s healed that'which was fick, neither have ye bound
¢, up that which was broken, neither have ye brought -
¢ again that which  was driven away, neither have
¢ ye!f3ught! that which was loft, but With force and
¢:with cruelty have j¢ ruted them.” But that yon may
have ab comprehenfive a view as poffible, of the cha-
raber of a fiithful minifter, given in the text, ob.
fen'e, that jotegrity, in declaring afl ‘the counfel of
Gudl, Wplies the fallowing parficulars, -

" ‘52 Declaring alf tlie-truths of God, without any
exoepions. 'THd révealed will of God is-of great
extent and compals. It takes in alt that we are to

- believe concerniag God, wad all the duty which God

requires of man. It gives &s an account of the orit
ginal, and of tho fallen flate ‘of man; of the carly
parpole of diviee mercy, and ahe fleps that were
taken; from age to age, in oMrrydg itinto execution§
of the perfon, undertaking, and fulferings of the Sa~
viours -of his fawws as°a teaclrr; snd'his dominion as
1 kipg. ' Pogether with agdm, we have.a hittory



266 Miriferial fidelity in declaring  Set. 92
of Providerice, and many fpecial examples, infruc-
tions, and warpiogs of the_moft ‘particular kind.
Now, my brethren, he. who would declare all tbe
counfel of God, muft pay a due regard to.cvery part,
and, as far'as time and health:is.given him, endea-
vour to make his people acquainted with the whale.
This, to be fure, cannot be done.all at once, and at
the fame time. Doubtlefs there dre fome truths of
more importance, than others. As the foundation
muft be laid before the flructure can be raifed, and
the foundation and corner {tones are of more mo-
ment than the finithiogs of the furface: yet there is
s mutual fubferviency of every one in its place to an-
other, and not the leaft can be wholly omitted with-
out a real injury o thofe-that are retained., ,
- There is a precioufnefs ip every truth that hath
the (amp of divine guthority. upon. it; and, there~
fore, to neglect any of them, and count them wifs
ling, or of little mowent, argues 3 want of reverence
for the word of God. The holy fcriptunes, as they
are full and complete, containing every thing that is

o t—

peceffary; fo they are perfect and faultlefs, contain-

ing nothing that is unneceflary. Serious perfons have
often born teftimony to the great utility of fuch parts
of the facred oracles, as are commonly treated with
moft_indifference. Nay,.I cannot belp thinking,

tbat the veneration due to:God, who doth nothing -

in vain, obliges us to believe the utility even of thofe

paffages whofe' purpole we ourllves may not as yes
- have clearly perceived. - )

. They are therefore gteatly to be-blamed whoare.

at-no pains to make knowa the cousifel of God, in
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its full extent; bat how much more thefe who fatis<
fy themfelves witlf infifting upon fome things, which
may be moft agreeable to their own tafte and difpo«
fition, to the entire negleét of others that are per-
baps of equal or of greater momerit? We fee this
happen -too frequeatly, that things which fill almoft
every pagein the holy feriptures can:fcarce obtin &
place in many fermons. - We fee fome, induftrioufly;
avoid the truths of the everlafting gofpel, and othery
the daties of the moral law. ‘The evil of this is the
greater, that there is fuch a relation between the fe-
veral parts of God’s revealed will, that if any one
is left out, every view given of the reft muft be not
only partial but unjuft. He who truly underftandsd
the fcriptures, will foon perceive, that there is fuch
an infeparable connetion between one truth and an-
other, that you can hardly admit one without ad-
-mitting or reje®ing the whole; and that none of
them can be withdrawn, or concealed, without &
manifeft injury to the bcanty and fulnefs of the ge-
neral fyftem.

But, of all others, the moft wonderful fet of men
are thofe, who are for concealing fome of the trathe
of God, left they fhould be abufed. The fovereign-
ty of God, his eternal purpofe, and the freenefs of
his grace, are often paffed by, under this ridiculous
pretence. 1 would defpife the wifdom of fuch per-
fons; itis arrogance; itisimpiety. I do not know
any trath that cannot be abufed by perverfe and cor-
rupt minds, or that bas not, in-many inftances, been
abufed. Bat is this a reafon for concéaling them ¥
No. lwon!dprmbthemopenly, I would predch
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thom fully; I would endeavonr to guard them a-
geinft the abufes and let finners koow, that, if they
wreft the geod word of God, they do it to their
owa defltiuflicn, Oh! that there were more, fub-
jetion of mind to the wifdom of God: more of a
deep and inward conviction, that whatever he hath
appointad, is, for that very reafon, wifeft and beft.
There would not then be fo many attempts to ex-
plain away what is clearly contained in the New
Teftament; but we thould juin, from the heart,
with the apoftie Paul, in fayiog, Rom. xi. 33. ‘Q
¢ the depth of the riches both of the wiidom and
< knowledge of God! how unfearchable are his
¢ judgments, and his ways paf findiag out 2’

2, Integvity in declaring all the counfel of God, im-
phies preaching the truths of the gofpcl in their full
and juft proportion, Under the former pasticular,
1 have fhewn the necedity of .doing jullice to every
wwuth; let us now add the duty of giving their full
roam and place toimportant and fundamental truths,
In order to make a juft portrait of a human body, it
is neceffary, not ‘only yo have all the parts, but to
have every one in the true proportion it hears to ann
other. 1f one member is fiwelled to an.uanataral of,
monftrous bulk, and others are thrunk or dhrivelled
awayalmoft to nothing, it will make the moft unfeem- -
ly figure. Agreeably to this, he, who would faithfully
declare the counfel of God, muft have a particular ege
to the great,and leading truths of the gafpel, .qn
which the reft depead, and from which they derivg
their force and meaning.

CMwe look into thefmptu:esof(hc()ld aad Ney
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eftament, we thall find certain leading truths,
avhichare of fo great moment, that they ought hardly
wever tobeout of views fuch as the loft ftate of mat
bynature; the abfolute neceffity of falvation through
- Chrift; the foffering of the Saviour in the finner’s
room; and free forgivenefs through the blood of the
atonement ; theneceffityof regeneration; and thegift
of the HolyGhoft, to enlighten, fan&tify, and comfort
his people. Thefe truths are of fuch unfpeakable -
moinent, in divine revelation, that they ought to be
" clearly explained, ftrongly inculcated, and frequent-
1y repeated; they are the do&rines of the reforma-
tion; they make the fabftance of all the Proteftant
confeffions; théy are the glory. of the Proteftant
churches; and have been fealed by the blood of thou-
‘famds of fuffering martyrs. And, indeed, it com-
forts me, under the negle® with which they are
treated, at prefent, by many worldly perfons in a
ftate of outwird eafe and fecurity to the church,
that, if ever it pleafe God, for our fias, to throw us
into the furnace, they will then difcover their honour,
they will recover their luftre, becaufe they will cer-
tainly manifeft their infloeace.
. How fhall I make you more fenfible, what it is to
ghve their full room to thefe important troths, than
by putting you in mind of the regard that was paid
0 them by the apoftles of our Lord, who received
their commiffion immediately from himfelf, and
were not only the firft, bot the beft and moft fuc-
cefsfol minifters that ever were employed in the
¢hurch of Chrift? What a multitude of paffages
dight I cite to tbilpu:p;ﬁ:! Aftsiv, 12, ¢ Neither
3
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$ is these fulvation in agy other; for there is nonc o
4 ther name under heaven given agipag men, wheve
$.by we muft be faved. 1 Cor. iii. 11. For other
¢ foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which
¢ is Jefus Chrift. Phil, iii. 7,8, 9. ‘But what thj

~ ¢ were gain to me, thofc | connted lofs for Chrih,
¢ Yea, doubtlefs, and I connt all thiags but lofs, for
¢ the-excellency of the knowlsdgeof Chrift Jefus, my
¢ Lord, for whem I bave fuffered the lofs of alf
¢ things, and do count them but dung, - that I may
¢ wia Chrift, and be found in him, not tiaving mice
¢ own righteonfnefs, which is of the law, but shat
¢ which is theough the faith of Chrift, the righter
¢ oufnefs which is of God by faith.” Without cit»
isg any tnore paffages, I thall only oblerve, tham
though the apoftles: lotroduced a great variety of
truths i their writings occafionally, fuch was, in
their opinion, the importance of the doCtrine of fale
vation by the crofs of Chrift, that they denominated
the golpel by it. Preaching Chrilt, and preaching
the crofs of Chrift, was, with them, the fame thing
as preaching the whale. 1 do not think the apoftie
Paul was defetive, in giving particular inftru&ions,
vpon every fubjet, to thofe churches which he ei-

ther planted or watered; yet he fays to .the Corifiy

thians, 1 Cot. ii. 2. ¢ For 1 detérmined aot to know
¢ any thing among you, feve Jefus Chrift, and ‘him
¢ crucified;’ mnmatmgthufuchwuhanmbmt
to that great truth, that it would occupy, in ¢ mans
ner, the whole of his-time and laboor; or rathen
that it bad fuch an intimate tunne@ion with: every
other part of the will of God, that, B¢ the fubjecy
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what it would, this could hardly be entirely out of
view :

, who would declare the whole counfe! of God,
auft {till place thefe great and operative do&sines in
A.confpicuous poiat of view; he muft not pafs them
over flightly; he muft not even {peak of them cold-
}y, but in fuch a manaer, as to thow, that he knows
their truth, sad feels their moment. What an in-
confiftency for a Chriftian minifter, to fpeak of the
Lord Redeemer in fuch a ftyle, as natorally leads the
hearers to put bim upon a level with Socrates or
Plato, or other uninfpired teachers, who never pre-
tended to be faviours? What poifon to the fouls of
men, for any to fpeak, asif they were fpeaking to
Adam before the fall, and to fing thofe finners o
fleep in fecurity, whom they thould eadesvour 10 @
larm, that they may be perfuaded to flee from the
wrath to come? What betraying of their troft, ts
ctotertain their people with an affc@ed difplay of
their own taleats, or idle fpeculations; to amafe the
faacy, whea they fhould be building them up in
holinefs and comfort, through faith, unto falvation?
The very masner of preaching may be oppofite t9
the doétrise of the crofs, which hath fo much of ho-
mility and if-deafal in it, as will infpire, and give
3 colour, if I may fpeak fo, to every word that ig

fpokea by bim that firmly beliavesit. On thewhole;
- bo other truth or duty will be neglefied by a faithe
ful minifter; but the oftener he ftands, as it werg,
in the centre of the plan, the more frequently ha

Contemplates the crefs of Chrift, in which all the
liaws of divinc troth ave united, the more cleagly
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will he fee them, and the better will he be able tb
judge at what time and place to introdue them.

This leads me to obferve, in the

3. Place, That to declare all the counfel of God, 18
to preach all the truths of God in their proper or-
der and conneétion. To allude to the fimilitude
formerly ufed of making a portrait of a human bo-
dy, every member muft not only be in its juft pro-
portion, but In its proper place. In teaching every
fclence, there is a certain order that muft be obferv-
¢d, otherwife the labour will be in a great. meafure
loft; but it holds in nothing more ftrongly, than in
teaching religion, and opening the truths of the go-
fpel. I might confirm this by many examples, or
vather, indeed, by going through the whole fyftem
of divine truth, but fhall obly make a remark or two,
for iltuftrating the obfervation. The neceflity of
filvation by Chrift, is founded upon the loft ftate of
man by nature. Unlefs the one is firft eftablithed,
the beauty and meaning of the other will wholly difs
appear; unlefs we are now ina corrupt and guilty
Rate; unlefs man has, indeed, loft the knowledge
of the true God, the kindnefs of God to his pecu-
fiar people, the promifes in the prophetick writings of
%ight to the Gentiles, and the riches of divine grace
in the gofpel, fpoken of in fuch magnificent terms,
maft all appear inconfiderable, and vnworthy of re-
gard. Unlefs you can convince men of their fins,
snd make them fenfible of the holinefs and juftice of
God, in vain will you preach the gofpel to them; in
#ain will you call it ¢ glad tidings of great joy to all
¥ people;’ ‘they do not underftand the terms; they

~
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mlldmd: the mgflage, and fpurn the offered mesqy,
" 1€ you preach the free forgivenefs of Go through
Cbnﬁ without, at the fame time, thewing the acceb
fity of regeneration and fauétification by his Spirit, R
will either not be embraced atall, or it will be e
ed into licentioufnefs, Aad, if you presch the. dor
ue of the law, without, at the ame time, . difplagts
ing the grace of the golpel, and the vital {oflsente
that flows from the head to the members, yon wilt
cither build up men in a deftrutive {yftem of Phari-
faical religion and {elf-righteoufnefs, or, bring thed
upder the Egyptian bondage, of making hrick, the’
they are not furailbed with frawr. The privileged
and dutics of the gofpel ftand ia bt utfeparable coits
meltion; if you take away the firlt, you ftarve and
mortify the kafl,’ Hear what bur Lotd himfelf fays;
John zv, 4,:5, ¢ Abide ini me, snd 1 ih you. 4Asthy
¢ braach canpat bear fruit of itfelf; exceps it bhide ig
¢ the. vine; nq more can ye, except ye abide in mé,
¢ I am the vine, ye are the branches: he tliatabid.
¢ eth in me, pnd I in him, the fame bringeth forsh
¢ much fruit; for withbat me ye can do nothieg.
1 fay the fame,thing of not.ipfar¢ing thedutiea of the
golpel with the great asd powerful atives drawd from
izs truths. You ke ia; what a gonvincing and affe@«
ing maaner the apoltie Paul {peaks of his own cone
du&, and thas of the other apoftles, 2 Cor. v. 144
15, *For the love of Chrift conftraineth us, becaufa
¢ we thus jadge, that if one died for all, then were .
“all desd: and that he died for all, that they which
¢ live, thoyld not henoeforth live unto themfelves, but
¢ unto bim which djed for them, and rofc aguin.’ It
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is, doubtlels, lawful, nay, it is for the) gloryofGod
2o make occafional mention of every argument again{t
fin, drawn from nature, reafon, and experience, to
fhew that ¢ the law is holy, the commandment holy,
¢ jufl, and good.’ But let us not hope to make con-
fcientious, attive, fruitful Chriftians, any other way,
than by teaching them to live ¢ the life that they live
¢in the fleh, a life of faith on the Son of God, who
4 Joved them, and gave himfelf for them.” *

All who know the grace of God in truth, will de-
fire‘to have this conneltion between one truth and
another, and thie inflsence of trath on duty inviola-
bly preferved. Itis, indeed, common with fome to
alledge, that the friends of the gofpel, thofe who are:
attached to the doftrine of redemption, are enemies’
to the law, and that they do not love to hear their
duty preached to them. I look upon this as an un-.
juft and deteftable flander, and commonly fpread by
thofe who know nothing of the fabferviency of the'
law to the gofpel, or rather who uaderftand very .
littde either of the one or the other. If a minifter

the holinefs of God's nature, with whom
evil cannot dwell; if he preaches the daties of the
moral law, in all the force of its wnchangeable obli-
gation, and all the terror of its awfal fanttion, in
‘order to convince his bearers, that they are liable to
wrath, I know no found Chriftian- who will find
fault with it: pay, I am perfuaded, that minifters,
who love the doftrine of falvation by grace, do of-
ten preach the moral law In fach terms, that many’
legal perfons are ready to tremble at the hearing of
it; for they willingly ufe the words of the apoftle
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B g o fewdobinflof God. ¢ 1ps
- Payl, Galijii. 10. * Foras many asare of the works
*.of the law, are under thecurfe; for it is wiiteen,
4 carfed is every.ome that continueth not in all the
¢ things wbich are written in the book of the law to
¢ do them.! But if krious perfons hear the daties
of the law, preached es the.grounds of their accep-
tance, and the foundation of their peace with God,
it is.no wonder that they fay, after an approved e
xamplc, ¢if rightegulnefs came- by .the- Iaw, then

¢ Chrift is-dead in vain.’ - '

Agam, if a minifter preach thcdum oftllegou
fpel, exphaia thes ip.all their extent, and prefs them
by arguments 'drawn from the New' Teftament, a3
the fruits of faith, as the evidences of their change,
as a ¢ebt of gratitude 5 their Redeemer, as- the
marks- of: theif relatinn to him, and neceffary e fit
them for his-prefence, | believe it will not beumacaspy
table to any of .his péople. .: On the, contrary, they
do ufually both approve and delight in thefe fermone
which are mofl fearching to the confcience, and moft
clear and explicit in: the trial.of their flate, Titus
iii. 8. ¢ This is a faithfol faying, and thefe things I
¢ will that;thon affizm.confantly, that ‘they which
¢ haye believed in Ged might be carefal to maintain
¢ good works: thefe things are good 2nd peofitabla
¢untomen.’ Itis our duty to thew, not only that
profeffing Chriltisns ought to.be holy, but that they
maft be haly; and that:if they live and.die the flaves
of any koown fio, Cheifl, and all that he hath done,”
fhall profit them nothing, but only aggravate their
condemaation. I will bear this teftimony to my
own hearers, that, 4s it was always a priaciple with
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0%, (0 predch the dodtrises of redemption wlserethey
a5e, a0d 9L 10 attempt ta find them where they aré
8%, by 2 bouadiefsaliegerical interpretation ; fo thefé
MMMMMmpbyedmaphh
ingaad ioforcing panticylar duties, opening their prin-
cmdn&ngnﬂmgthmfmmtharcomter&m,ad
peofling them upon the confcience, bave met with as
much approbation, and becn heard with as little fufpis
giasasany whatever. Butif anyminifter had preached
in fuch a manner, as to fet the doctrine of falvation al-
tegethar efide, and to (uppofe that we eould obey in
o -aven firength, or thas God was iadebred to us fof
@Br wosks, inftead of our being indebted to him,
both. for rengeh to peform them, and mercy to
neepk: them, §. believe it would not have pafled
vithout Gesfuse’; and I fingerely pray, that the time
pp Her comae, wheén it will, in any doreer of - thid
<winch, but efpetially from; dee pulpit in which 1

s fisnd.

: Tlhthﬁonmdahfurditytbatﬁndsphcemth ma
ny; deferves the greate(t pity. ‘It 3s not-yacommon to
ey otraain pixrfbos pamring out the bisereftinvetives
in pelpitatd coiwerfation.agemft.others, 45 enemicd
to: mokality; .as turning. the pyace of God into K-
censionfegfi, 2s not only negleCting, but even oppo:
fing. the: obligation of his law: In the mean while, if
youi hoae the firfk, yoi fhall rarely. moet with any
thieg buk wbasis quitesloofe aad’ geneml, a decla-
1oakisip. 08 tbe! bednty.of. wirtues: and the neteffity of
hglinefs, or.a very imperfect fketch of the offices dae:
faow 2010 mas:in the common ibtercourR® of fo-
cial ifa  Andy if you heas the other, it.is probable
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you may hear maoy of the hard fayiogs of the go-
4pei, not only the neceffity of doing jufkice, and low.
ing mercy, with the certain damnation of thofe who
hald unjufk gain without reftitution; but the neceft
fity of loving God above all created comforts, habi
sinlly direfting every part of our condu@® to- his
glory, and being fincerely, and without referve, fabe
miflive ta his providence. You mnay alfo, probably,
hear the duties of every relation defcended to with
a particularity, .and  the negle& or breach of ther
reproved with a feverity, that is no where elfe to be
found. Now, I defire to know which of thefe are
the greateft friends to morality. So ftrong Is the
deception, thdt I have known feveralof the hearers of
the moft boafted moral preachers, who could notavoid
betcaying, by their difcourfe, that they confidered
the exercifes of piety, as no part of morality, and
very confiftently, indeed, with thefe principles, treats
ed them with the moft abfolute neglet.

I hawe little hope of the. convi@ien, but would
gladly, if poflible, flop the mowmhs of gainfayess o
this fubject, - Is it not ofual to amrk bt the friends
gf falvarion by grace, under the title of extraordis
fgry ftrict,and eminent profeflors; generally, indeed,
wigh-a view to challenpe the fidcerity of that pros
feflion, and load ‘it with ebloquy and reproach?
But eoafider, [ pray you, with Wit pmpnay you
give them the name of profeffors? what is it that
they profefs’ It is, thet they are nothing in them:
fetvis, and deferve nothing at the hand of God but
wrath for their fins; that they have no hope of acs
céptanee, but by the fre;guoe of Ged through the

a
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sedemption that is in Chrift; that they can do no-
thing of themfelves that is good, but, by the grace
of God, are what they are; {o that there is no room
left for them to glory. Is not this their faith and
perfuafion? Why are they then called profeffors?
You are the profeffors, who make your baaft of the
law, and glory in the excellence and perfetion of
homan virtoe. Shew .us.then your faith by your
avorks; juftify your profeffion by your practice;
. boafting will bring yon little credit. Bat let us fee
who have the moft fober, honeft, holy, heavenly
fives; thefe are certainly atuated by the beft prias
ciples. ‘

Baut, I muft, in part, retra& what [ have faid; for,
after all, the fervants of Chrift are indeed profeffars.
They have taken on the holy profeffion of the gofpel:
and, in fa&, any inftance of irregular conduét in
them is more obferved, more decply reproached, and
gives greater offence than the very fame in perfons
of a different charalter. When they depart from

“their duty, and from flriGtoefs of converfation, I
give them freely.up to the cenfures of their enemies;
they have richly deferved them, and therefore they
ought, to bear them. In the mean time, let me put
thofe in mind, who, in the midft of their triumph,
ftigmatize them with the name of profefors, that
they do them, or rather -their profeflion, more ho-
nour than they are aware of ; for they fhow that they
themfelves are fenfible that fuch principles ought to
bave produced holinefs in the converfation. So far as
they reproach the finner, or-the detected hypocrite,
they do what is right, and it can fcarcely be oves-
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done. But, when they take occafion to bring a re-’
proach on the profeffion itfelf, their very fuccefs is &’
condemnpation of themfelves ; for that thegrofs crimes
of their own admirers, are lefs offcnfive, is juft be-
caufe their profeffim is lefs holy. Nothing would
give me greater pain, than to underftand that oy
doftrine were to the talte of midnight rioters;
fwearers, and Sabbath: breakers; and, if any. fuch
are found among the admiters of moral preaching,
their teachers could not do-themfelves a- greater ho-
nour, than by renouncing the coune®ion. ‘
4. Fidelity in declaring the whole counfel of God;
implies preaching every truth in its proper feafon:
¢ There is, as Solomon tells us, 2 time for every thingé
¢ under the fan;’ and, where the truths of the gos
fpel are taught in their feafon, it gives them-a paiti~
cular laftre, as well as an uncommon force. That
you may underftand what I mean by preaching the
truths of religion in their feafon, you may obferve,’
that, befides giving with affiduity and care, the ne=
ceffary inftru&ions for every particular duty incum-
bent on perfons, families, or congregations, the fea-
fon may vary, and the propriety and neceffity of in-
fifing upon fome truths, may arife from two circum-
ftances ;—the flate of religion among a people ;———
and the afpet of providence towards them.
1%, It may arife from the ftate of religion among’
a people. Surely it is the daty of a minifter to foit
his inftruétions to the prefent and moft preffing ne-
eeffities of his hearers; not to fofter their prejudices,
but, with care and judgment, to corret them; not:
0 pardon or overlook Athcir.prevailing-ms, but to
az
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redify them; oot to bear with epidemic fias, but,
with baldnefs and feverity, to reprove them. It will
be feen, on the following bead, that fome of the
greateft difficulties that lye in the way of minifters,
and the eft temptations to unfaithfulnefs, come
from this quarter, At prefent I fhall only thortly illufs
trate the obfervation, and fupport it by the prattice of
the apoftles. We fee, that, in fpeaking either to per-
fons or churches, they took care to have a partica-
lar eye to their ftate and charaéter, and adapted theis
inftrutions, and even their expreflions, to thefe cir-
cum{tances with the utmoft fidelity, and the great-
eft fkill. Neither is there any way by which we can
o well enter into the meaning of the fcriptures, or
perceive their beauty, as by confidering the coadi-
tion and charatters of thofe to whom the feveral
parts of them are immediately addrefled. We fhall
alfo fee a2 mixture of zeal and prudence in the holy

apoftles, when a&ing under the direction of the Spi-
rit of God. What an admirable example have we
of propriety and fidelity in the apaftle Paul’s dif-
courfe to Felix, the Roman governor, when he de-
fired to hear bim concerning the faith of Chrift?
We are told, Als xxiv, 25. that he took occafion
to ‘realon of righteoufnefs, temperance, and judg:
¢ ment to come,” In fpeaking to one, who had, pro«
bably, no other intention, ia defiring to hear &im,
than to gratify his curiofity, by obtaining a diftinct,
account of the wonderful biftory of Cbrift, be thought,
proper tospply to all thofe principles of natural conkis
ence which might be fuppofed, yet to remin fome
powgroverhim, Aod if (as many jndicious interprey
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ters think) inftead of temperance, we fhould read
" gomtinence, it was-a bold and fevere, yet well-timed
reproof-to him and Drufilla, who were then living
in adultery. We cannot help-alfo being ftruck with
the unfhaken boldnefs of the Apoftle; who counld
fpeak with fo- much: freedom to the governor, in-
whofe hands he was then as a prifoner, and befors
whom he expefted foen to-ftand,. and. receive fens-
tence.from him:as.a judge..

You.may alfo:obferve the apoftle Paul’s attentionr
to, and coacern for the particular ftate of the church-
es to which he wrote his epiffles. The church of
Corinth feems to have béen greatly infefted with di.
vifions and contentions, and thefe unhappily inflam-
ed by. ambitious and fatious: teachers, under whom
they were marfhalled: as fo tmany leaders; and to
whofe name- and intereft they feem to have been:
more devoted,. than even to thofe of their Mafter,.
T Cor. iii. 3,.4.. * For ye are yet carnal : for, where--
¢ a3 there is among.you-envying, and ftrife, and divi~
¢ fions,. are ye. not carnal, and walk as men? For,,
«while one faith; I am of Paul, and another, I am of,
¢ Apeollos; are yenot carnal ?* Againft this-the apoftle.
writes with the greateft. zeal and. warmth,.and, ap
the fame time, with the greateft' prudence. He
fhews how inconfiftent it was with the fpirit of the
gofpel; and how derogatory.to.the. honour of Chrift,.
He endeavours-to make them fenfible, that the mofk
able and faithful minifters wére. no more than iaftru..

ments in his hand, and-owed their fuccefs eatirely:

%0 the bleffing of God-accompanying their labours;,

gs.in-the fame chap&nA'en-s. 6, 7. *Who thenis
a3
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# Paul, and who is Apollos, but minifters by whom

¢ ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man 2

«] have planted, Apollos watered ; but God gave
¢ the increafe.  So then, neither is he that planteth
¢ any thing, neither he that watereth, but God that
¢ giveth the increafe.” What deferves particular no-
tice, is, that, in all probability, the mention of him~
felf and Apollos here, was merely hypothetical, or
to ferve by way of example. The real heads of the
parties in the Corinthian church, were other teach-.
ers than either Paul or Apolios, whom he did not
chufe to name, but ftated his argument in this lefs
offenfive and more convincing form. The truth is,
there is no diforder in a church, that is harder to
deal with, than a fpirit of contention. Other fins
soay be reproved with feverity, and you will be fop-

pofed to be in the exercife of your duty when doing
fo; but this will not allow itfelf to be reproved, be-

caufe it will not confefs itfelf to be a crime, and is

therefote often exafperated by the attempts to heal

3t. You may fee fometimes a man of firife cover all

under a flamiag profeflion of religion, aad yet con-

dod& itin fuch a manner, that we may fay of hiay, as

the fervants of Nabal faid of their mafter, ‘he is
¢ fuch a fon of Belial, that a man cannot {peak to

¢him.’

" 1 might produce many other examples from the

Koly feriptares ; but thefe sre fufficient, to thew that

it is the duty of a minifter to fuit himdif to the flate

of refigion among his people, by with-bolding no-

thing that is profitable, but particularly infifting on

what is smoft necdful, If any of the qushs of thegoz
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fpel are in danger of being negleted, if they arc un~
dermined by fecret, or affauited by open enemies, it
is the duty of a minifter to make frequent mention
of them, left they fhould be forgotten; and to fup-
port and confirm them, that they may obtain accep-
tance. If any duty is in danger of falling iato dif-
efteem, and a falfe fhame makes maay decline. the
pradtice, a faithful minifter fhould ftand forth an o-
pen and zealous advocate for its continuance. 1f any
particular fin, or fins, prevail remarkably in a place,
and appear to be gaining ground, it is the duty of a
minifter tobeware of yielding to the {tream, or feek-
ing his own quiet by filence; on the contrary, he
ought to double his diligence, and make the moft re-
folute and vigorous oppofition to;the incroaching g-
vil.  Of all this, I fuppofe, you will clearly perccive
both the meaning asd the juftice. Thefe circum-
ftances are the intimations of Providence, and point
out, in the moft fignificant manner, not only what
is a part of a miniffer’s work in general, but alfo.
what is the immediate will of God as to-his prefent
duty. ] w

- 2dly, The proper feafon of infifting on .particulap
truths may arife from the afpet of provideace to-
wards the church in general, or 2 congregation, fa-
mily, or perfon, in particular. You fes the apoftles
conftantly make ufe of the ftate of the ¢hurch in
their time, , the number and violence of its enemies,
to cxcite the fervants of Chrift to vigilance, to ex~
hort them % conftancy; aad to exercife them to pa-
tience. They alfo feem particularly atteative to teach
their convarts to.make ule of the confolations of the

P
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gofpel with this view, Rom. viii. 18. ¢ For [ reckon,
¢ that the fufferings of this prefeat time are not wor+

* thy to be compared with the glory which fhall be re=
¢.vealed i uvs’~—and the fame chapter, verfes 33,
36, 37. ¢ Who thall feparate us from the love of
¢ Chrift: fhall tribulation, or diftrefs, or perfecution;
¢ or famine, or nakednefs, or peril, or fword? (As
¢ it is written, for thy fake we are killed all the day
¢ Jong; we are accounted-as fheep for the flaughter.)
¢ Nay, in all thefe things we are more than conque-
-# rors, through him that loved us.’ Impending cala-
‘mities of fuch an alarming nature that they fpeak,
as it were, of themfelves, and afford the nobleft op-
‘portunities of awakening the attention, and moving
‘the affeQions, of bringing the carelefs to convittion;
and fHrring up the holy to watchfulnefs. In times
of publick Hanger too the feif-fecking minifter
throws off the mafk, and deferts the caufe, whils
the faithful who remain, are neceffurily animated.
with uncommon zeal.

- But a different afpe@ of Providence calls alfo for
inftru&tion in feafon. In times of publick Juiet and
fecurity, there is the-greateft reafon to dread, and,
" by confequence; to guard aguinft indifférence and
formality in religion, on the one hand, or unneceft
fary contention about it on- the. other. When the
profeffion of the gofpel is at any rate fafe, and ix
fome degree profitable, the church is shways incum-
bered with a dead- weight of cuftomary Chriftians,
who receive their religion from their fathers, and
continue to tread, as it were, in-the beaten path. It
$+n0-eafy matter, to (Bake dicir fecurity, whenevery
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outward circumftance confpires to encxeafe it. . And
as the fpiritual flumber takes hold, in fome meafurgy
even of thofe who are alive unto God, it is no trifling
tafk to exercife difcipline, at once with prudence and
with firmaefs, and to preferve the life-aad power of
religion, when every thing is ftiffening into form. It
is very eafy, indeed, when there is a hard conflih
between health and corruption, in the body df -
Chrift, that is to fay, in his vifible church, fos
one, or & few members, to pour out complaints ae
gainft thofe who govern it; to lay to the charge of
minifters thofe abufes which are the grief of their
hearts; and, all at oncg, to fet about making a new
model according to their own fancy. But I appres
hend it is a much better, though a more difficult
duty, to obey the Redeemer’s counfel, to *be watchs
¢ ful, and ftreagthen the things that remain and are
¢ ready to die.” Alas! how often do the sew difors
ders that break out in feparating focieties betray the
paughty materials of which they are cpmppiedi
They are much in the fame way as the fool who ram
away from his own fhadow, but rua where he would
it was as foon there as he. They run away from
the corroption of human nature, and they fhall tev
ver be quit of it, becaufe they carry jt with them. *
. There is one other temptation which I fhall briefs
ly mentioo, as almoft infcparable from a ftate of cut:
ward quiet in the church of Chrift. Thofe, if I map
fpeak fo, who keep their garments clean, as to the fins,
are fcarcely. able to bear up under the #rials of the
times. When they fee one attempt after another, for
W.ﬁ;ﬁéal of truth agd righteoufuefs, defeated by the
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firength of corruption, they are in danger of impa-
tience and fretfulnes 2gainft providence, and fome-
times are even tempted to call in queftion the reali-
ty of religioa altogether; as if it did not meer with -
that fupport and countenance, from the great Ruler,

which they think is its due. But the moft common
danger is, that of falling into a defpondent neglet of
duty, of not doing what they ought, becaufe it has
pot hitherto had the effcé which they defire. In
fach a cafe, no doubt, it is the duty of minifters to
fortify them, by giving proper views of the wifdom
and foyereigaty of Providence; by thewing the paths
of God towards his church, in antient times; and
that thofe bave, in &very age, been the complaints
snd fears of good men, from the weaknefs of their
faith, and the imperfeQtion of their knowledge, It
was the complaint of the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixxix. 4.
¢ We are become a reproach to our neighbours, a
¢ fcorn and derifion to them that are round about us.*
But it led him to prayer for the revival of religion,’
as well as the profperity of his- country, verfe §.
¢ How long, Lord, wilt thou be angry for ever?
¢ fhall thy jealoufy burn like fire?’ and, in the 8th
and gth verfes, ¢ O remember not againft us former
¢ iniquities: let thy tender mercies fpeedily prevent
¢ us: for we are brought very low. Help us, O God
¢ of our falvation, for the glory of thy name: and
¢ deliver us, and purge away our fins for thy names
¢ fake. :
But the courfe of providence, toward the charch’
in general, is not only to be obferved and improved,
but whatever is remarkable or fingular, in partices
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lar congregations. I fhall not dwell upon mn')plel
of this, becaufe it js.my purpofe to put itintd prags
tice, and by that meaps, to illuftrate it ia the appli«
cation of this difcourfe:  Let jt fuffice to-fay, that
thofe truths, or exhortations, which are founded on
the vifible ftate of providence, carry a degrec of evia
dence and weight with them, that is peculiar, to
themfelves Konown cbaraé}ers and fcenes illuftrate
the dcﬁ:rnpnon, facilitate the application, and increafe
the conviction. 1 do not mean the expofing of pars
ticular perfons, by the introdultion of fiagle and
recent fatts, Bot if a minifter is able with judgs
ment and propriety, to reflet light upon divine,
truth, by pointing out the evil confequences of finy
in general, the caufes of the prevalence of one fin:
more than another, and the infenfible changes that,
are produced in the manners of men, by the change
of their outward condition, it is certainly his duty;
and when the ftate of his own people furnifties the:
opportunity, if he ‘would fpeak the word . fafon,
he ought not to let it pafs. '
. To ihfe obfervations T only add, that, in tbewhole
courfe of private parochial duties, a faithful minifter
will fpeak the truths of God ia their proper feafon,
If in family vifitation, or private and perfonal admo-
nition, he hath not a particular view, cither to their
charalter, as far as it is known, or their ftate in pro-
vidence, however excellent or important his inftruc-
tions may be, in other refpets. he declareth not the
whole counfel of God. Bat if he is’troly atuated -
by-a defire of being ufeful, and keeps this circum-
fance ia his eye, with what readinefs will he com-
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mapicate ftrukion to the ignorant, confolation to
the diftveft, and deproof io the obftinate? He will
récpmmend to the rich, humility and liberality ; to
all wha are in poverty, patience and induftry; to
parents, affidvity in teaching and government; to
children, obedience, attention, ard fubje@ion; and
0 fervants, integrity and faithfulnefs in their truft;
or, ia the language of the Holy Ghoft, as a wxfe
fervent, * he will give to every one bis portion of
¢ meat in due feafon.’

< 5. In the laft place, declaring the whole counfel of .

Gad, implies preaching the truths of the gofpel, ho-
peftly-and boldly, without refpe&t of perfons. 1am
perfuaded the apoftle Paul, who was himfelf fo re-
sharkable for an undaunted courage in his Mafter’s
caufe, had this, amongft other things, in view, when
he fays, he had not_/bunned to declare the counfel of
Ged. There are few temptations more dangerous,’
to a minifter, than the fear of man. Such is the ma-
ligoant' énmity of the- wicked againft the good, that
" he may fuffer injury from them in his name, his fab~
ftince; and even his perfon. "Againft this danger our
Saviaur has warned his difciplesin the following paf-
fage, Luke xii. 4. ‘And I {ay unto you, my friends,
¢ be 'mov afraid "of thém that ‘kilt the body, ead’

¢ afver -that have no more that they can do;” but

¢ k-will forewarn you whom you fhall fear: fear

« bim: which, after ke Hath killed, hath poteer ¥o caft”

<into hell; yea, I fay unto you, fear him.” Ttis re-

markable, that in the prayers recorded in ﬁ:npture,
as‘offered up by the apoflles, for divine affiftance i in-

their facred office, as welt as thofe-paffages it which -

¢
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they afk the prayers and $aterceflion of their fellow
Chriftiane, this circumftance is almolt never fargor-
ten. Boldaefs and relofution was what they faw
they thoald always fand in aced of, A@siv. 29,
* And sow, Lord, behold their threatnings, and
¢ grant unto thy fervants, that, with all boldnefs,
¢ they may fpeak thy word. Eph. vi. 18, 19, Pray-
¢ ing always, with all prayer and fupplication, in the
¢ fpirit, and watching thereunta, with all perfeve-
¢ rance and fopplication for all faiats: aod for me,
¢ that utterance may be given uato me, that I may
¢ opea my mouth boldly, to make known the myf-
“ tery of the Gofpel.

The trials of the apoftles were indeed in this re-
#peCt uncommonly fevere; but, even fetting afide
#he cafe of open perfecution, there is great reafom
Sorminifters tq guard againft that fear of man, which
bringeth a fmare. As their hearers are of all different
sanks and degrees, they ought, with the utmoft im-
partiality, to preach the duties incumbent npon, and
seprove the fins that cleave to men of every fation.
\As they fpeak in the name of God, and carry a mef~

from the King of kings, they ought to do it
with the dignity that becomes an ambaffador from
him. They ought not to be difinayed.at the pre-
fence of the moft-bigh and mighty of their felow
“finners, when they remember the continual prefence
of him before whom ¢ hean men are vanity, and

¢ great men are a lic.” I know, my brethren, that .

there is.a refpet and deference due to men, accord-

ing to their ftation, and that a confcientious Chrif-

tian will give them the fn!;jcé’tion that belongs to
B
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their rank, and authority in civil life, “not only for
¢ wrath, but alfo for confcience fake.” Bat this does
ot hinder him, who watches for their fouls, to give
them faithful warning, and, where it is neceffary, w
debar them from the feals of God’s covenant, left
they fhould at oace profane his ordmance, and roin
their own fouls.

1 fay, and I pray you to attend to it, ruin thr own
Jeuls; becaufe I know not a greater injury that can
be done to the great, than that conftant adulation
that is paid to them, and that indulgence to their

 fanlts, which, by weakening the reproofs of confci-

ence, tends to hinder their repentance and reformation,
I take this opportunity to fay, that if eternity is of
any moment the great are not to be eavied but pitied.

Some are hindered by intereft, and fome by fear, from
dealirg plainly and faithfully with them; and it i
wonderful to think how much the opinions and con-
du of others blinds them as to the ftate of their

' own fouls, It is recorded, to the honour of an an-

tient bithop, that for an a&t of cruelty he debarred
the emperor himfelf from the Lord’s table. I know
there are many who would pronounce this, imme-
diately, the a&t of an ambitious and afluming prieft;
but it will always be, in my eyes,"a revered example
of honefty and faithfulnefs in a minifter of Chrift.

11. T proceed, now, to the fecond thing propofed,
which was to confider the difficulties which may lie
in a minifters way, and tempt him to_/bun any part

- of his work. Thefe are very various, and not eafy

cither to enumerate or defcribe.  What hath gene-
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rally made the greateft impreffion upon me, either’
from experience or obfervation, I fhall dwell upon
a little: it may be reduced to the three following
heads,——Sloth or worldlinefs in ourfelves,—the
Pprejudices of our people,——and the oppofition of
our enemies. -

1. Sloth or worldlinefs in minifters, themfelves,
may tempt them to (hun fome part of their work.
You will fee, from the preceding obfervations, that
the work of a minifter is both extenfive and diffi-
cult.- It requires the greatelt intention of mind,
the application, fo to fpeak, of the whole'man. It
requires judgment to lay down the plan, diligence
and perfeverence to carry it into execution. Now
flothfulnefs, and a love of eafe or pleafure, to which
we have all too great a bias, muft be a very danger-
ous temptation ; to evade fome part of the duty, or
flur it over in a flight or carele(s manner., There is
a very great difference between doing our work in
fome fort, or fo as to avoid punithment from our
fuperiors, efpecially at a time when the reins of go-
vernment are not held very hard, and doing it with
that zeal and application which a concern for the
. glory of God, and love to the fouls of men, fhould
habitually infpire. We have all reafon to be alham.
ed, that the important objets we have in view, and
the interefting fubjets we have to treat of, do not
put an edge upon our fpirits, and deliver us from
that lazy unconcerned manner, which is equally dif-
honourable to God, and hurtful to the fouls'of men.
1 take the liberty to obferve, that flothfulnefs is very

incident to perfons of conéiderablc abilities ; inftead
Bb 2
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of being excited to improve their talents, they are
inclined to truft to them. Finding, by experience,

that they can do tolerably with but little pains,
they foon come to content themfelves with next to
pone. Perhaps I might apply here the common ob-
fervation, that as few know their own weaknefs, fo
as few know their own {rength, er what they might

do by the confcientions improvement of their natu-
ral powers. We have feen many examples of per-

fons of weak capacity, who, by the help of piety and

diligence, have done every part of their mjpifterial
duty, io a maaner far foperior to. thefe of much

greater talents, whofe heart did not lie to their

work.

The danger of floth, as a temptation, will appear,
in the ftrongeft light, from what has been faid, oa
the fidelity of a minifter in declaring al/ the counfel,
of God. He may not only deal with a flack haad,
and do his work imperfe@ly; but, as it confifts of
very different parts, he may chufe the eafier, and
leave the harder. He may apply chiefly to what is
molt pleafant to himfelf, or what gives him the great
elt opportunity to fhine in the eyes of others, whilg
be negle@s thofe parts that are more burdenfome to,
the fleth. The daoger of this is the greater, thag
thofe parts of a minifter’s work, to which a flothful
wiad is ufually moft reluftant, are alfo thofe, the
neglet of which can be moft eafily palliated or con~
cealed. And, indeed, it is wonderful to think what
ingenious excufes men will invent for the negle¢t of
thofe duties which they bave no inclination, to per+

_form. I have often heard minifters eadeavour tq
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prove, that vifitation of families, which doubtlefs is
a very fatiguing, was alfo a very unprofitable and un-
neceflary piece of fervice, than which, I think, there
never was any thing more manifeftly falfe. It is not
only, when executed with fidelity, of great im»
mediate ufe, in itfelf, but, by giving 2 minifter a
thorough knowledge of his people, enables him to
perform every other part of his work with the great.
er propriety and fuccefs. A minifter ought to be like
a fervant, wholly at his mafter’s difpofal, who has no
choice as to his work, but is ready to obey what
God, in his providence, fhall fee fit to command
- him.

1 joined worldlinefs with floth, becaufe they are
near of kin, and commonly co-operate one with an-
other. It is not my intention, in any part of this
reafoning, to point out thofe who are wholly un-
faithful, and mean no more but to fhear the fleece,
without caring for the flock; but to fhew how thofe
finful difpofitions, which, in pars, take place in-every
one of us, if they be fuffered to gather firength, may

obftrut us in our duty.. Too many worldly cares,
or t0o much indulgence of worldly pleafure, mufk
bea vcry dangerous temptation to thofe who are en-
trufted with the care of fouls. The apoftle Paul
fays of himfelf, that he was ¢ feparated to the gofpel i
¢ of God,’ {o is every minifter of Chrift. A prudegt
attention to his neceffary provifion, indeed, and or.
dering his affairs with difcretion, is ot oaly lawful,
but highly ufeful and expedient; as it frees him from
anxiety, and gives him greater liberty of mind for

profecuting the ends ofnh:s calling. But for one, ap-
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pointed to labour in holy things, to be either-fordidy
ly covetous, or from interefted ambitious views to
follow worldly occupations, is certainly either 3 fa-
crilegions. breach of truft, or-an unreafonable and: of-
fenfive difteoft of God.

2. Asother very great diffiqulty, which often: lies
in the way of 2 minifter, arifes from the prejudices
of his people. It would be idie to fuppofe, thas evey
we fhall find a people, among whom these are o
miftaken notions, or unjufl prepoffeflions, which. it
is our daoty, with prudence, but at the fame tima
with honefty, to withftand. As.no.congeegation can
expedt to meet with a perfeét minifter; fo no mini.
fler thould expeét to meet with a fauldefs congre-
pation. If there were any fuch, theve would be. lin-
tle need of a minifter at all. You are to obferve,
that I do not here chiefly intend that bias and pro-
penfity to fin, which is natural to us all, which
reigns in the wicked, qnd ftruggles for indnigence
in the good; and, which, therefore, calls for *doc-
« trine, reproof, and corretion, and infiru&ion, in
¢ righteoufuefs.” Though I muft obferve, that even
with regard to this, when agy fin is common and
prevalent in a place, when it has long: kept poffef:
{ion, and has been generally overlooked; if a. mini«
fler fees it his duty toreprove it with feverity, and
efpecially if he will not tolerate it-without cenfure, he
may expeét no little difficulty and oppofition. There
are many who will complain of him as too rigid, and
impute to ill-nature, and indifcretion, what arifes from
the diftates of confcience, and a fenfe of duty. By
bearing open teftimony againft the introduction of

R
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fafhionable amufements, or conformity to the world,
he will oftea incur not only the batred of the pro-
figate, bot the difspgrobation. of thofe prudeat come
plicss, who are at.once athamed; to.approve, and ua-
willing: to oppole any finfu) refaxation,

. But what I had chiefly in view, was, to meation
thalc, prejodices. that may prevail, with regard to re
ligion ;. and which: may. be: of fugh.a pature, a5 3 wi-
niffer may. be-under a neseffity nat only of nefufing
5. comply with, but of oppafing in the molt diref@
and pofitive manney. If any esror, ox miake, of conr
fequence, preyail, gither amang his people-in. genersl,
or apy. part of them, eithor among the high or the
low; the learned or the vuigar, he.muf endeavour to
defiroy it. There may be indeed projodices of b
trifling a nature, that, thongh, he will never approve
them, it is better cntirely to owerlook them; or in
things that are merely, indifferent, though unpecefla-
ry, according to the apoftolick exantple, of “becoming .
s all. things to all men,’ it may be his duty fometimes
to comply with them. But this is not- the. cafe with
oy thing that affe&s the fubftdnce of religion, as to
gl which, if he attempt to plea‘e men, he is not the
fervant of Chrift. Now, how great a difficalty muft
often arife. from fuch circumftances? he is. unwvilling
10, lofe his place. in the efteem and affe@ion of his
people, in general, but efpocially of thofe whom he
Feckons to be the difciples andifriends of Chrift. Yet
this he maft fometimes forfeit for a feafon, unlefs
be will fin againft Gad, and thereby deftroy his own
peacc. The beft way for a minifter to fupport him-
&lf, in fuch a fituation, is, to remember, that as to
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his integrity before God, and the comfort of his
own mind, the lefs regard he pays to the judgment
of men, fo much the better; if God be for him, it
fignifies little who be agmnft him. And as to his
vlcfulnefs, he may fafely commit it to God in his
providence, who will certainly take care of it. Since
he will not have it preferved by finful compliance,
- he can eafily reftore it after it hath been a fhore
time fufpeaded, for confcientions oppofition. The
. truth is, an onfteady perfon, thaken by the breath
of popular opinion, is unworthy of filling the fla-
tion of a minifter of Chrift. As Be fhould not be
terrified by the threatenings of the great, neither
fhould he de overcome by the clamours of the mul-
titnde. And if neither humour nor intereft, but
confcience, has indeed been his guide, be may reft
affured that God, infinitely wife, will ¢bring forth
¢ bis righteoufnefs as thc light, and his judgment as
¢ the noon day.’

My brethren, I thank God, that I fpeak this from a
convi&tionof thegeneral troth, more thaa from having
foffered much in this refpeé® in my own expericnce:

1 thall mention to you, howerver, one example, that
I may illuftrate the remark, and, at the fame time,
further difcharge my own duty. Kt hath always
feemed to me of great moment, to preferve jult views
of the facraments, which are the feals of God’s co-
. venant, and the appointed means of the confirmation
and comfort of his own people, Without mention-
ing, however, the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, 1
have found the greateft difficulty in preferving the
facrament of baptifin from profanation, and from
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that comparative difregard under which it now
lieth. ‘This arifes not only from the laxnefs of
difcipline in general, but from fome miftakes and
prejudices on the fubjet of religion. It appears to
me a thing undeniable, that both facraments are the
feals of the fame covenant, require the fame termg
of admiffion, and operate to the benefit of the re«
ceivers upqu the very fame principles; that is to fay,
according to the excellent words, of aur Catechifim,
*¢ Not from any virtue in them, or iz him that dotia
¢¢ adminifter them, but caly by the blefiog of Gad,
¢¢ and the workipg of his Spirit in them that by faith
_ ¢ receive them.” The only difference is, that,'ia
the Lord’s fupper, every believe aéts fos himfelf pens
fonally; io the faczament of baptifm, when admis
niftred to infants, the parent a&ts as a raprefentative,
and. fponfar fer his feed. None, thesefore, qught
to be admitted to baptifm, mote than to the Loard's
fupper, who have not a credible. profeffion of faitly
in Churift, and, in the judment of charity, or yather
the judgment of men, may be fuppofed real Chyiftia
ans, Yet, is it not certain, that many, who are juft~
ly excluded from, the Lord's table, and fome who.ne-
wer afked admiffon to.it, doinfilt on prefentiag theig
childreo, to baptifm, 30d. are pleaded fox by mot a
few of better chara&ter, wha cry out againft the re-
fufzl, ag an injury to the child, befides other had
confequences, fometimes protended ?

The chiéf complaint is, that it is a pity the child
fhould fufer for the fault of the father. Thisis
the very error andprejudice in religion, which I thisk
it my duty to oppals It axifes fram 3 remainiog
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degree of Popith fuperftition, to look upon the facra«
meats as fpells, or charms, which have fome effel
independent of the exercife of faith in the receiver.
The facraments, my brethren, are not grace, but the
means of it; they are not faith, but are appointed for
the confirmation and growth of it. They belong to
believers alone. They are feals of God’s covenant;
but they cannot feal that which was never made. It
is juft as if 2 man, who wanted to make a purchafe
from me, whofe terms I had utterly rejected, and re-
fufed to give him my poficffion, fhould, notwith-
flanding, perfift in writing out his contra®, and
figning it. Would this be of any effe®? A con-
trat is a fure title to the bargain, where the confent
of both parties is afcertained ; but where one of thefe
is wanting, it is abfolutely void, and of no effet.
Infants cannot receive the facrameats, by exercifing
faith themfelves; they have no right to receive the
fign at all, but as they are the feed of believing pa-
rents by profeffion. Neither'do they receive any real
benefit from it, but when they are the feed of thofe
who believe fincerely. If it be allowed, thatan un-
believer, who receives the bread and wine at the
Lord’s table, receives no benefit to his own foul, how'
ean it be imagined, or fuppofed, that an unbeliev-’
ing parent, in baptifm, can firft receive, and then
convey benefit to his new born child? His coming
there at all, in fuch a ftate, is a prefumptuous profa-’
nation of a holy inftitution. Now, though I can
conceive eafily, and do believe firmly, that many
"bleflings are conveyed to children by an at of duty
* i their parents, I can neither conceive nor belicv,
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that they can receive any advantage from an aé& of
profanity and difobedience. ‘
- "The children of wicked parents, then, can receive

no benefit by baptifm, but what they would have whe-
ther they were baptized or not, viz. that they are’
brought up among profefling Chriftians, and by that
means have fome opportunities of knowing the truths

of the gofpel. And I cannot help thinking, it would,

in the courfe of providence, be an inducement to
them to attend more ferioufly to what they are
taught, if they confidered themfelves as no members

of the vifible church, till they underftood the terms
of admiflion, and defired it as their own choice. The

cafe is very different with " the children of real be-

licvers; they have a right to all the promifes that

are made to the feed of believers, as fuch, by that

God who ¢ fheweth mercy to thoufands of genera-

¢ tions of them that keep his commandments.’ Some,

I believe many, think that they are doing honour to

the facrament of baptifm, by reprefenting the rite

itfclf as of fo great neceffity; but it is precifely that

fort of honour that the Papifts do to it, by caufing

midwives and phyficians inftantly baptize the chil-

dren that are in a weak fiate, or by ruaning to the

beds of the fick, with a little of the confecrated wa.

fer, and putting it in the mouth of a perfon either

wholly infeofible, or, perhaps, already dead. Our

fathers, in the purer times of this church, whofe in-

flitutions and pradtice, the loager I live, I do the

more cfteem and revere, in the moft abfolute man-

ner, prohibited all private baptifm. Their great

reafon for this was to prevent the very abufe I have *
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been {peaking of, viz. the foperflitious notion of the
peceffity of the outward site to falvation, without a
dae attention to the meanner of receiving it.  And,
3odeed, it was their only reafen ; for they, sho were
& geeat cacmics ¢ the confecration of places, and
the hdiinefs of ftones or timber, conld never shink
that baprifin, adminifired according to Chrift’s ap-
pointment, was invalid for being done in a private
houte, and not in a chwizh, or in the prefeace of 3
dmall, rather than a numercus affembly.

Thefe things, my brethren, which I hwe ofsea
mentioned occafivnally, I have mow repeated, and
will add o them, that I thiok there is fomething
vety incongruous, at ieaft unfuitable, in admitting
any parent to prefcat his child in baptifin, whatever
be his charater in other refpells, who has never
afled admiffion to the Lord's table. Oonfider, that
in the adminiftration of bapeifm, the parent is con-
fnntly taken bound to command his children, fo
foon as they come to. yedrs, to renew their baptifimal
eagagemnent in their own perfoms. Now, what con.
fiftency is there, ia allowing ‘2 mmnto pledge his
faith folemaly 10 God and his church, that he will
commnand his child to do that which he habituallp
negledts todo himflf. The pretence of fear, and on-
prepavednefs for the Lord’s table, isa condemnation
of thofe who offer it, becaufe it fhews, that they
fuppofe the one facrament requires a different cha-
ratter; or eafier tterms of admiffion, than the other. .
After all, the above prejudices feem to me o deep-
ly rooted with many, that they will not probably be
foon deftroyed; but I think it is the duty of every
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minifter, in that, and all fuch cafes, to fpeak his
mind plainly, and, to'the utmoft of his power, to act
confiftently and uniformly, though he thould fuffer
by the flanders both of the ignorant-and profage,

3. Thelaft difficulty which I fhall mention, as Iy-
iag in the way of minifters, is the oppofition of their
enemies, No faithful minifter can expe to be
without enemies. In a private chara&er, and re-
tired way of life, a man may, by very great pru-
deace, and particularly by filence and forbearance, in
a great meafure, efcape the refentment or injuries of
violent men. And to be as little embroiled with o«
thers as poffible, is both our intereft and our duty.
¢ If it be poffible, fays the Apoftle, and as much as
¢ in you lieth, live peaceably with all men.’ ' But it
is certain, from long and invariable experience, that
there is fuch eamity and rancour in the hearts of
wicked men againft all who are in good earneft a-
bout religion, that they may lay their account with
continual oppofition, and continual flander. This

~ our Saviour teaches his difciples to expe®, and
thews them, that it is the meceflury confequence
of their relation to him, John xv. 18, 19, 20, 21.
¢ If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me
« before it hated you. 1f ye were of the world, the
. « world would love his own; but, becaufe ye are not
¢ of "the world, but I have chofen you out of the
¢ world, therefore the world hateth you. Remem-
¢ ber the word that I faid unto you, The fervant is
¢ not greater than the Lord. If they have perfecut-
‘ed me, théy will alfo perfecute you. If they have’
¢ kept my faying, they gill keep yours alfo. But
c
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« gl thefe things will they do unto you for my name’s

¢ fake, becaufe they know not him that fent me.’—

The apoftle Paul alfo bears his teftimony to the famc

truth, 2 Tim. iii. 12. ¢ Yea, and all that will Live
¢ godly in Chrift Jefus, fhall fuffer perfecution.’

But, if wicked men are injurious to the children
of God in general, their malice muft be particularly
whetted againft a minifter, fo far as he does his duty.
He is placed in a publick ftation, and is obliged to
be altive in hisMafter’s caufe. Time-ferving or neu-
trality, as to the intereft of religion, is commendable
in none, but it is unpardonable in him. He muft bear
teftimony openly and refolutely ag#inft vice and wick-
ednefs. And reproof, when adminiftred with feve-
rity, is certain of making either a friend or an ene-
my. A faithful minifter will not fuffer Satan’s king-
dom to be at peace; and, therefore, it is no wonder,
that, when they are gnawing their tongues with pain,
they fhould pour out their venom againft him, who

ives them fo much diftmbance. The effet of re-
proof, in kindling the rage and malice of the guilty,
was never better defcribed than in the account of
the trial and martyrdom of Stephen, particularly
A&s vii. §4. ¢ When they heard thefe things, they
¢ were cut to thé heart, and they gnafthed on him
_ ¢ with their teeth.”

There are many ways by which the enmity and op-
pofition of wicked men to the truth may prove a temp-
tation to a minifter : afew of whichI(hall mention, as
I hope the diftin& knowledge of them may be profit-
able to you in the way of caution: 17, As one of
their chief weapons is contcmpt and derifion, he
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may be in danger of concealing or perverting triith,
in fome degree, in order to avoid it. When the go-
fpel of Chiift was firft publifhed, the dotrine of the
crofs, we are told, was “to the Jews a ftumbling-
< block, and to the Greeks foolithnefs.” The fame
truth, in its fimplicity, is ftll treated with fcorn by
profane and worldly men. All that relatés to it is con-
fidered as weaknefs and abfurdity; and the midifter,
who infifts upon it, muftlofe his charaéter with many
for capacityandjudgmeut. Isnot thisknown to be trae’
in daily experience? Are not fuch immediately ftig-
matized as weak and babbling creatures? Now, itis
not altogether an eafy facrifice for a minifter, to be
indifferent as to the opinion formed of his parts and
fufficiency, to wait till time fhall do him juftice, or
to be altogether unconcerned whether it ¢ver do him
Jjuftice or not. It is no trifling thing to become &
Jool in the eye of the world for Chriff’s fake, and nat
20 be afbamed of his ¢rofs, 1t may make many avoid
fuch fubjetts, at leaft, more than they ought, or, per-
haps, attempt to give them a polite or modith drefs,
which, of all others, is the moft unfuitable to thems
or it may make others go to the oppofite extremd,
who, becaufe they find that fuch truths will be de-
fpifed, are at no paios to avoid adding to the of--
fence, by a filly and contemptible, or a crude and
.indigefted manner of handling them. Iknow noft, in-
deed, a more difficult thing, nor do1 know any thing
more noble in a minifter, than to ¢ ceafe from man,
¢ whofe breath is in his noftrils,” to be troly fuperiot
o theapplaufe or cenfure of either one clafs or and-

Yher of his hearers, andczherefore to avoid a viia dif
ca
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play of human art; but, at the fame time, from a fenfe
of daty to God, and veneration for his truths, to be at
all due pains to treat them properly, fo as they may
appear with light and evidence to the underftanding,
and_come home with force upon the confcience.
Such a man will bring forth the doétrines of the go-
pelin theirown unadorned majefty and native fimplici-
ty; he will sot confider himfelf as preaching sefore
his hearers as criticks; for what are they to him in
this view ? but he will confider himf{elf as preaching
o them as finners, and plcading with them as im-
mortal creatures, tottering upon the very brink of e-
ternal perdition.
2dly, The oppofition of enemies may tempt mea
of litde courage to finful filence for their own quiet,
When vice is prevalent, it is alfo commonly infolent
and refentful. Now, the hatred or ill-will of no
perfon is defirable; and there are a thoufand ways
in which any perfon of a revengeful fpirit may be
haortful.  There are alfo very few fo unconneéted,
bat that they have many friends, whofe hatred is to
be encountered as well as their own. The influence
of this is but too much feen in every place. Offend-
eexs are often {creened from reproof or cenfure, thro’®
fear of provoking them ar their relations. Neither is
it at all difficult to find palliatiag arguments, drawa
from prudence, or other confideratipns, to make us
think it is neceflary to.forbear. I believe this is very
much the fault of the prefent age,and the greater and
moregeneral the relaxation of dilcipliae in any age or
place, themore difficult and dangerous itis for any one
o ftep farthand affert nsdlgmty and obligation, Anj -
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yet I cannot help thinking, the great excellence of
difcipline, is its impartiality, dot to refpect perfons
in judgment. How can we'defend ourfetves, if we
fnake one law for on¢, and another for another; if
we cenfure the finall, and forgive the great?
3dfy, Minifters of weak minds nray be apt to fink
under the oppofition of the wicked. It is faid of Lot,
dwelling .in Sodom, that he was, 2 Peter it. 7, 8.
® ——Vexed with the flthy converfation of the wick-
¢'ed; for that righteous man dwelling among them,
¢ in feding'and hearing, vexed his righteous foul from
* day to day with their unlawfal deeds.” It certaine
ly needs no {mall meafure of fortitude aad holy re.
folution, to perfift in the difeharge of our duty, nots
withftanding the obftinacy of finners, and to feek ous
comfort, under continmal obloquy, from the appro+
bation of him' that judgeth righteoufly. At the
fame time, [ muft fay, that the friendthip of wicked
fmen is much more dangerous than their enmity; for
the firft brings with it the, danger of feduction, and
the laft only expofes us to fuffering, which, though
jtfelf is a fpecies of temptation, a3 I (hall immediate-
ly thew, is much lefs powerful thari the other.
4tbly, The oppofition of wicked men may prove
8 temptation, as it may bring forth the remaios of
corruption that are in the hearts of good men, and
fazke them fin, by imprudenee or paffion, if not by
refentment. 1 have no where fuppofed that mini<
fers are faultlefs in their condu; they may, no
doubt, err confiderably in many circumftances, even
when their intention, upon the whole, is-juft and

Jaudable, ‘We fee maucy examples of great: impra |
€3
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dence, which we need not wonder at, when we con~
fider the difficulties with which they are every where
furrounded, and the enemies that wait for their halt»
ing. If we confider that Mofes, the meekeft man on
carth, {poke unadvifedly with his lips upon great pros
vocation, we fhall perceive it is. but a part of the
the weaknefs of humanity, whea we fee others fall
jnto-the fame fnare.. Bat, as to lafting refentment,
he deferveth not the name of a Chriftian, much lefs
of a minifter, who.will continue to harbour it in his
breaft; he muft love his encmies; he muft blefs
them that curfe him, and pray for them that de.
fpitefully ufe him, and perfecute him.. This is not
merely a thing amiable and excellent, but of the
moft abfolute neceffity ; for our Saviour fays exprefs-
ly, ¢ If ye forgive not men their trefpafles, neither
¢ will your heavenly Father forgive you your tref-
¢ paffes.’ And, blefled be God, there is nothing
difficult or burdenfome. in this part of a Chriftian’s
duty. There is no fach victory over evil, as over-
coming it with geod. There is-no fuch coafolation
under the injuries of finners, as requiting them by
prayer. It compofeth the fpirit; it purifieth the
heart, and authorizes the believer to put his truftin
God, and fay with the Pfalmift, Pfal. xxvii. 1. ¢ The
¢ Lord is my light and my falvation, whom fhall I
«fear? the Lord is the {trength of my life, of whom
¢ thall I be afraid 2’

TiI. I proceed now, in the laft place, to make fome
pratical improvement of this fubje&; particularly,
by giving you my parting advices in the fpirit of this

.
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paflage, and to the beft of my judgment, in a man-
per {uited to your fituation. But, before I do this,.
io the

1/ Place, Let me befeech every finner in. this af-
fembly, to hearken to the meflage of the gofpel, and
to believe-in the name of the Son of God, that,
¢ believing, they may have life through his name,”
"This is the fubftance of zke counfel of God, ¢ that
¢ Chrift died on the crofs. to. fave finners, and that
« there-is no faivation in any other.’ You are blef-
fed who hear the joyful found, but infinitely more
blefled, if you lay it to heart, and, reneuncing every
‘other claim, reft your dependence upon this Saviour,
‘What ignorance doth.it fhew, if you truft in your-
felves, that you are righteous? Will you be able to
ftand before God in judgment? It is to him you
muft anfwer, and from him you muft receive your
fentence. You may eafily, indeed, flifle thefe re-
ﬁe&xons for a time, and bury every apprehenfion, in
the hurry of worldly bufinefs, or the intoxication of
worldly pleafure; but ali thefe things are eoming
quickly to-an end.  After a.few more turas in this
vain world, the bodg muft be laid in the duft, and
the {pirit muft go to its own place; that is to fay,
cither the manfions of glory, or the place of tor-
ment. I fay thefe things to you, my brethren, with
all plainnefs. They need no additional force of
language to give them weight. It is an amazing
proof of the deceitfulnefs of fin, that we are ever
able to forget them. It is wonderful, indeed, that
finners are able to fleep in quiet, and to indulge
ahcmfelves in worldly pleafure, while they are fig
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fpended by nothing but the frail thread of life ove#
the bottomlefs pit. Gladly would I make ufe of e-
very circumftance that could have any effect in car»
rying home thefe truths upoa the confcicnces of alb
hcre prefent:

If that of my belng now fpeaking to you, fot
the laft time, in all probability, while in the body,
can be of any ufe, I pray, let it not be forgotten.
But is it not ftrange, that a circumftance of this na-
tare thould excite fo much cutiofity and attention,
and things that happen every day, of the fame or 2
tike nature, fhould be o little improved ? Itisnot,
4ndeed, every day that a minifter is removed from
his charge; but there are not many days, in whick
Yome of his people are not removed from this ftate of
trial. Many are hearing a farewe! fermon, thought
not to the minifter, yet to themfelves, when they
lirtle think of it. I would, therefore, earneftly be-
feech all who are, or have reafon to fufpeé them-
felves to be in an unreconciled fate, to turn from
their tranfgrefions, that they may live; to lay hold
of the mercy of God through Chrift, for their par~
don; and Hve, by faith, on his promifed frength, fof
their fan&ification. '

adly, Notwithftanding this general addrefs, I have -
a few words to fay to the loofe and profligatz, P
ain forry to think, that, in a phace like this, of no:
Frery great extent, there thould be fo many daring
Finners, who fet every thing facred at defiance. Ie
hath been obferved, and I believe with truth, that
the profane among us carry it with a greater degree-
f hardinef} and infolence, than in places of foperioe
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pote, and where, probably, they are in much great.
er numbers. I believe it may be, in part, owing te
this circumftance, that they are better known; fe
that they mult either be open profligates, or not pro-
fligates at all, There is no medium; the fhame can~ -
not beavoided ; and, therefore, it muft be avercomes
fince they will not be reftrained, and cannot be cone
cealed, it lays thein under an unhappy neceflity of
keeping profanity in countenance. Perhaps alfo an~
other reafon may be, that, not being tied by any prin-
ciple of confcience, they are alfo deftitute of that
fenfe of decency which has a confiderable influence
on the outward conduct of thofe of hxgher rank,
But. whatever be the reafon, their flate is ta be P
tied. Let me befeech all fuch, to confider the ter-
. rible effe@ts of vice which are every day to be feen,
Remember, I pray you, how many have fallen a fa-
crifice to drunkenaefs and laft ! Can you fay.deliber
rately, in a fober moment, that there is any profit in
our choice? Is there any pleafure in reflecting on
fcenes of riot and diffipation? * I know not whether
to recal to your memory thofe whom death has taken
away, or point out to your obfervation thofe who are
fuffered to remain. What a melancholy fight is an old
worn-out finner, who has broken his conftitution,
tainted hns chara¢ter, and wafted his fubftance ! Youlet
usfee well enough in what manager you chufe to hve-
but I would gladly know in what manner you chufe,
or indeed, in what manner you expe& to die. You
cannot live always. Some of you cannot live long,
Suppofe you had time given you for reflettion on a
death bed, or children to whom you would leave a
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few words of advice. Could you fay to them, ¢O?

“ my dedr children, tlie many delightful nights that

¢ I have fpent in roaring, and fwearing, and obfcene
¢ jelting! O the delicious hours that I have fpent in
¢ brothels among harlots! It gives me pleafure to think
* that you will follow fo good an example, and revive
¢ the memory of your Father’s conduét. . Guard a-.
¢ gainft every thing that may tempt youto forfake it.
¢ Beware of thofe cunning priefts that would feduce
¢ you to religion?’ Are fuch fentinments, my bre-

thren, to the laft degree, infupportable? Are they
almoft improper to defcribe? What then muft be
the life that lays an evident foundation for them?

Why are you fo impatient of the reproofs or admo-

nitions of thofe who bleed inwardly for your folly?

It is not inclination, but duty, that prompts us. No

tnan would provoke your rage and violence, if he

could avoid it. Think then, I befeech you, on your

condition, and pray that God, for Chrift’s fake, may

grant you repentance unto life, —The wicked hav-

ing received warning, -

Imaft now endeavour to execute what I chiefly in-
tended in the clofe of this difcourfe, by giving you
fome advices, as a people making profeffion of faithin -
Chrift, and obedience to him. They will all, or moft
of them, confift of what I have frequently taken no-
tice of occafionally, and have now only felefted as
matters of general moment,

1. Let me befeech you to do your utmoft to un- .
derftand the gofpel well; but let it be always accom-
panied with pralice, and applied to promote the
power of the fpiritual life. 1 would bave your tafte
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exercifed to difcern good and evil. Endeavour, by
reading, hearing, and meditation, and you may add
mutual converfe, to underftand the dotring of fal
vation, by grace, in all jts parts. Leara to know the
meaning of forgivenefs being free, viz. that the fin«
per is juftly liable to wrath; that Chrift hath pur+
chafed, and God, of his infinjte, unmerited mercy,
has offcred a full pardon to the chief of finners, and:
grace to form themfor hisown fervice; that itis theis
duty to accept of it; that it is their intereft to rely
upon it; and that it is at their peril if they defpife ity
. That, for a finner to thiok he muft firlt do fome
things that are good, in order to found his title to
this very mercy, is injurious to the riches of divine
grace, and the way to retard, if nat to prevent hig
reformation.  The renewing of his nature is a part.
of Chrift’s purchafe; and, therefore, not to be per-
formed by him as a condition, but accepted as a pro-
mife ; nor does he truly receive Chrilt for falvation,
unlefs he receive and fubmit to him in all the cha-
raéters with which he is invefted, as fent of God, viz.
Prophet, Prieft, and Kiag. Holinefs, or new obedi-
ence, is the fruit of faith. A real believer keeps the
commandments of God by the {trength of that grace
that is treafured up in Chrift, and watchfully ob.
ferves his temper and pradlice, as the evidence of his .
change, and tending to thew that he is indeed an ha-
bitation of God through the Spirit.” To have evan-
gelical principles, is, by no means, to neglect the com-
mandments of God; but to deny our owa righteouf=.
nefs and ftrength, and obey, without glorying in that
obedience. And that this is the juft and fcriptugal
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view of the matter, I think, is undeniable, on this
fingle account, * that it isGod that worketh inus ta
< will, and to do of his good pleafure.’ If every
thing that is good in us is the work of God, it is
abfurd to reprefent it as the condition of his fa-
vour; for it is the effett of his grace. By fetting
the thing in this light, we fhall perceive, that the
freenefs of falvation, is not, in the leaft degree, giv-
ing liberty to fin, or taking away the neceffity of ho-
Koefs. Is it not juft as neceffary, if it muft be re-
ceived as a gift, as if it were to be performed asa

eondition ? Is it not juft as neceffary when incor- ‘

porated with faith, as when divided from it?

This fyftem of golpel truth, my brethren, I would
Jave you to underftand, fo as both to difcern and dif-
approve what is contrary to it ; but I would have yon
to underftand it,in order to produce union with God,
habitual and chearful obedience to his laws. In re-
commending the conneétion between faith and prac-
tice, I mean to guard you againft two things diftant
fiom one another. The one is habitual untendernefs
of confcience. There are certainly fome who are
cither real, or at leafl pretended friends to the doc-
trive of the gofpel, on whofe hearts it never yet hath
taken hold. They plainly and habitually live in the
prattice of fin, and therefore are of thofe who hold
the truth ia unrighteoufnefs. I am indeed of opi-
npion, that they never had any other than a cuftoma-
ry traditionary belief. They are found becanfe it is
the mode where they live to be found, and not from
any inward perfonal convi@tion. In the mean time,

they are a reproach to their-profeffion, and cannot be: -
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treated with too great feversity, by thofe who with
well to the gofpel. :

Theother miflake I would guard you againft is, 2
fpeculative religion. It isgoad tobe well inftruéted in
doctrinal truths; but there is ofter a danger of going
too much into controverfy. We have feen many in-
ftancesof ordirary Chriftians, who, when they had at-
tained a confiderable degree of knowledge, and were
able to fpeak with fulnefs and propriety, on religious
fubjects, gave thernfelves up to a litigious and wrang-
ling difpofition, which was foon followed by a barren,
and fometimes an offenfive praltice. The fame thing
alfo frequently leads to innumerable little parties and
fa &ions, into which Chriftians, I mean real Chriftians;
are divided, which very mach hinder their own pro-
fir, and grieve the hearts of thofe who are one with
thenr inChrift. Therefore let it be your care to ap-
ply the truths of the gofpel for your own fan&ification
and comfort. After you have believed them, be flill
more careful to live upon them, than even to defend
them. Divifions fhould never be made without ab-
folute neceffity; and when they are made, they thoald
be as foon as poflible forgotten, that having efcaped
fin we may apply ourfelves to duty; for controver-
fy, be the fubject what it will, I think, is not very
favourable to the power of godlihef,

2. Defire a faithful minifter, do your utmoft o
obtain him; and then let it be your habitual ftudy
to profit by him. You have reafon to be very thank-
ful that your fituation, in providence, is {uch as you
shay expet a minifter who is a hearty friend to the
gofpel, and, at the fame l;ir(r;e, one who is agreeable
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to your own choice. Let me exhort you, as far as
you are confulted in that matter, to make the choice
with much calmnefs and prudence; to look for one,
pot only found in his principles, but of thorough
knowledge and capacity, always preferring folid be-
fore fpecious parts. After having made the choice,
endeavour to ftrengthen his hands, and encourage
his heart, in the Lord, by a careful attendance on his
miniftry, and by a datiful fubmiffien to inftruttion
and reproof. You ought not to with for one who
will flatter you, nor ought you to lay fuch a temp-
tation in a minifter’s way, as to fhew that you are
pleafed with being flattered. The beft. teftimony
that you can give to a mioifter is, to learn from him,
and to obey him. This is infinitely better than noi-
fy praife and admiration, according to the excellent
remark of bithop Burnet, * That it is not the beft
« fermon that makes the hearers go away talking to
« one another, and praifing the fpeaker; but that
« which makes them go away thoughtful, and fe-
« rious, and haftening to be alone.” Has a minifter
any evidently profane perfons among his hearers ;
4f he cannot preach them from fin to God, it were
much more for his credit to preach fo as that they
are pot able to hear him, but flec away for eafe to
their ‘confcience, than to have them continue in
wickednefs, and yet praife him every day, for an ad-
mirable fpeaker or an able man. :

If you would truly profit by ordinances, after you
bave a fixed paftor, I think it is of moment to forget,
as much as poffible, the perfons of men, and confider
them s 20 more than inftraments in the. haod of
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God, for your daily inftruction and comfort. The
more you remember the appointment of God, and
wait upon his ordinances, in the faith of his pre-
fence, and the expe€tation of his bleffing, the more
you are likely to receive both fenfible and lafting be-
mefit. I muft therefore take the liberty to obferve,
that we have amongft us a fet of wandering unfet:
tled hearers, who run about from one congregation
to another, and even from one profeffion to another,
and are fcarcely ever to be feen a whole day in one
place. 1f they be but deliberating where to fix, we
may fay of them, that they are ever learning, and
never come to the knowledge of the truth. But the
probability is, that they have itching and curious
ears, and go about not to ferve God but to hear men.
If I am able, at all, to judge, cither by refletion or

. obfervation, thofe are moft likely to profit, who, hav-

ing deliberately made their choice, fit habitually and
regularly’ under one minifter, By this means they
eater into his views; and as he will naturally endea-
vour, if any thing was wanting at one time, to com-
plete his fcheme by fupplying it at another, they
will thereby bave a more comprehenfive view of
the whole counfel of God. At the fame time, not
haviag the charm of novelty to enchant them, they
will have nothing to do but to reap inftrution. On
the other hand, by hearing feparate, detached, and
independent difcourfes, men may pleafe their fancy
more,. but ihey will improve their underftanding

lefs. Itis alfo plain, that as every minifter will en-

deavour, not only to follow an order in his difcour-
fes on one fubjed, but to;mve a refpe to the con-
Dd a2
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seQion, and relation of the {ubje@s themfelves, the
more accurate and exa&t he is, in fniting one part to
the illuftration of another, the lefs he will be under-
flood by thefe defultory hearers, who take only a
fingle branch, without being able to perceive its fab-
ferviency to the general defign. 1 have many times
kpown exceptions taken at minifters, for fome parts
of a difcourfe, by fuch perfons, when, if they had
heard the wholc upon the fame or correfponding
fubjefts, they would have perceived there was no
place for their objections. The great purpofe, my
brethren, of a ferious and judicious people, in at.’
tepding on ordioances, fhould neither be to pleafe
themf{elves, nor to criticife their teachers; but to
bear the word of God, that they may do it. Oa
this account it is, that hamble and regular Chrif-
tians are getting real advantage to their fouls, while
fome are only watching the opinions, or others only
pafling judgment on the ability, perhaps no more
than the ftyle, and outward manner of the fpeaker.
3. I muft give you another advice, as a profefling
people, to guard againft the introduétion of a world-
ly fpirit. I have often obferved to you, that every
fituation a perfon or people can be in has its pecu-
liar temptations, as well as trials. This place, enga-
ged in commerce and traffick, growing in numbers,
and I {fuppofe growing in wealth, is in great danger
of a worldly fpirit, and of importing, if I may fpeak
fo, fafhionable vices, inftead of real improvements.
While [ fay this, I would not be underftood as being
agaicft a liberal education, and elegant manner of
life, or any thing that is truly becoming in an ad-
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vanced rank. There i5 no more religion in being
fordid, than in being fumptuous. But I thiok the
fpirit of the gofpel is fuch, that it will difpofe a truly.
pious perfon to be rather late than early in adopting
new ornaments; rather fparing than exceffive i
drefs, furniture and equipage; and. careful not to
be conformed to that vanity of the world which wa
renounced at baptifm. Let men defend one pra&tics
after another,. as they pleafe, I fhall always expecs
to fee fomething which a carelefs worldly perfon wilk
do, but which a good man will not do..

However, not to keep iatirely in generals, I muft
once more give my. publick teftimony again{t what
was lately attempted to be brought in here, equally
contrary to-the law of the land and the precepts of
the gofpel, the pernicious entertainments of the ftage..
Fhe beft and wifeft men.ia all ages have born wit-
nefs againft them, as the great means of corrupting:
the morals of a people; and I am certain, .they muft
be of all others moft hurtful to the inhabitants of
this place, the far greateft part of whomlive by
daily labour. I look upon.it as- the indifpenfible
duty both. of magiftrates and minifters, to do all in
their power, to. prevent. the introduion of what
may betray the young and unfufpicious.into the defs
trultive paths of vice, or.the lower clafs-of mankiad
into an idle and diffolute life. Much. good of this.
kind may be done in matters of outward order, by,a.
firm and- refolute bshaviour in thofe who are in.
_place and authority. I muft alfo.here take particu-
Jar.notice of the duty.of fabbath fan&ification, 1.de-
Rereby. warn youvag.titll:(;dthat moft pernicious re--

3
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finement of gadding abroad, paying private vifits,
upon the Lord’s day. Whoever knows any thing
of the obligation of family gov.rnment and inftruc-
tion, muft be fenfible that to receive promifcuous
" gompany on that day, is to render it utterly imprac-
ticable. Befides, the.vain and unprofitable, and
fometimes finful convérfation that prevails in fuch
cafes, muft greatly weaken, or entirely obliterate any
ferious impreflions, made upon your mind, during
the fervice of the fan€tuary. Chriftians, is not the
reft of the fabbath, from worldly cares and purfuits,
a canfolation to your own fouls, as well as a happy
opportunity of doing fervice to the fouls of others 2
Why then will you fuffer yourfelves to be robbed of
it, by the impertinent intrufions of idle or il difpofed
perfons? Let your houfes be facred on that day as
well as your churches; and endeavour to prepare yous
minds, and thofe others members of your families,
for an eternal fabbath in the world to come. This
Jeads me, in the .

4th Place, To exhort you to be careful and coa-
{cientious in family government, and inftruction.
How inexcufable are thofe parents and mafters, who
fuffer their children and frvants to perith for lack .
‘of knowledge ? What unfpeakable advantages do you
enjoy, having all the force of matural affcétion, as
well as natural authority, to give your inftruétions
weight > How many have remembered, with pious
gratitude, through a whole life, the benefit they have
received from family infiru®tion and example? I
. know I fpeak to many who are accountable to God
for this mercy ; how fhall you anfwer it thep, if you
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do nat give the fame advaatage to your owan fami-
lies? And how fhall they anfwer to God, think you,
who have banithed the worthip of God from the
families in which they found it? One would think;
the lifelefs walls and furniture of your chambers

" might be awakening monitors, There s the greateft

mutual influence between family and perfonal reli-
gion. Perfonal religion is the foundation of all fa-
mily and relative dutics, It would be fpeaking to
the deaf to perfuade any to watch over the fouls of
pthers, who have no concern for their own. But

where-ever there is a deep impreffion of the impor--

tance of eternity for ourfelves, this will naturally
and neceflasily fet before us its importance with re-
{pett to all that are dear to us. On the other haad,
for the fame reafon, family religion is one of the beft

~ and {ureft evidences of the reality and the ftrength

of perfonal religion. It is fometimes obferved, that
fome very pious perfons are extremely defe@ive in
this particular, and take little care of the inftruc-
" tion, and ftill lefs of the government, of their chil-
dren. 1If they are truly pious, it is a very great ble-
mifh upon their picty. However, for my own part,
1 confefs I do very much fufpect the fincerity of re-
ligion, in thofe who are remarkably negligent in this
particular; let them profefs as much as they will.
know that pious perfons, from the weaknefs of their
- judgment, will be guilty of great imprudence ia the
manner of family inftru&tion, and from an abfolute
incapacity, may not be able to preferve their autho~
rity; but ] cannot eafily reconcile with true piety,
the abfolute neglet of either the one or the others



f
—

316 Miniflerial fidelity in declaring  Ser. 9%
1 mult add, that I take family religion, and the
careful dilcharge of relative duties, to be an excel-
. kent mean of the growth of religion in a-man’s own
. foul. How ean any perfon bend his knees in prayer
“every day with his family, but it muft be power-
ful reftraiot opon him from the indulgence of any
fin which is vifible to them ? Will fuch a perfon,
think you, dare to indulge himfelf in anger, or
chufe to be feen by them, when he comes home ftag-
gering with dronkennefs, unfit to perform any duty,
or ready to fintill more by themanner of performanea?
Whea [ figure to myfelfa mafter of a family, whohad
come home fotted like a beaft, and half-fupported
to his houfe, rifing in the morning; I'am not able ta
conceive how he can.bear the looks of thofe mem-
bers of his family who. had been witneflés of his
fhame. But,. befides being a‘reftraiat from gro3
erimes, I cannot help faying; that, fpeaking of the
things of God, with the concern of a parent, or the
humanity of a mafter, muft give a folemnity of fpirie,
-and a fenic of their moment,. even. greater than bae-
fore. A maan cannot fpeak to purpofe, without feel-
ing what he fays; and the new impreffioa will ces-
tainly leave behind it a lafting effe®. Let me,
therefore, my. beloved hearers, earneftly recommend
- toyou the faithful difcharge and careful management
of family duties, as you regard the glory of God, the
- fntereft of his church, the advantage of your po-
- fterity; and your own final acceptance in the day.of
- judgment:

5. Let religion be incorporated with.your lawful -

employments, and improved by an attention to the:
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whole cousfe of providence to you and yours. No-
thing is more hurtful to religion, than to confine it
to particular times and places : I fhould have rather
faid, there is not a greater miftake in religion, than
to imagine that it can be fo confined, True religion
will thew its influence in every part of your con.
duét. It is like the fap of a living tree, which pe«
netrates to the moft diftant boughs. In your ordi-
nary calling, fee that -you undertake nothing but
what is lawful in its end, and endeavour to accom-
plilh nothing by any but by lawfal means, that you
may have always the comfort of a confcience void of
offence. Nay, you fhould even do more; you fhould
endeavour to aét fo fingle and fincere a part, as to
be beyond the imputation of fraud, that all who
know you may put the moft unboundéd confidence
in your integrity. There are many other calum-
nies which we may naturallj expet from a malici-
ous world; and it ought to trouble us very little to
hear them: but it muft be extremely diftrefling to a
good maa to be but fufpected of dithonefty. Oh,
my brethren! how often hath it grieved me to fee,
that many perfons, formerly of a decent charaer,
when they loft their fubftance, loft their religion
with it; and, indeed, to confider how few, when
they were reduced in their circumftances, could fa-
tisfy the publick, that they had aéted fairly. 4

Let it be your care, I befcech you, to remember,
that it is God that giveth you power to get wealth;
and what thanks are due to him, if he hath given
you abundance, efpecially if he hath given you withal,
@ heart to beftow, Be diligent in your bufinefs,
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from a principle of confcience ; and make it the daily
fubjet of your prayer to God, that he would either
keep you from the thame of povyerty, or, at leaft,
from the fin of it. Take notice of every ftep of his
providence, whether of mercy or trial. Let the a-

fpect of providence diret your exercife, and quickea

your affeftions i religious duties; and take fach
views of the fulnefs of an all-fufficient God, in a&ts’
of worthip, as may. prepare you for every event of
providence, whether profperous or adverfe.

Thus, my brethren, I have now finithed what I
propofed, in the way of advices ; and, for what I have’
to fay with regard to the prefent difpenfation of pro-’
vidence, that puts an end to my miniftry among you,
I fhall bring it within very narrow bounds. It were
eafy, by faying a few words, to move the concern
both of fpeaker and hearers: this I have hitherto
cholen to avoid; and, therefore, thall only fay, that
1 am deeply fenfible of the affetion and duty of the
congregation that attended my miniftry, and others
under my charge. I cannot exprefs my fenfe of it

better, than in the words of the late eminently pious_

Doftor Finlay, my immediate predeceffor in this new
aoffice, who, on his death-bed, faid to thofe about
him, ‘‘Iowealong catalogue of debts to my friends,
¢ which will not be put to my charge; but I hope
« God will difcharge them for me.” I cannot now
do any thing better for you, than again to befeech
you, to remember and put in pradtice the direftions
I have given you, and, I am perfuaded, that it fhall
go well with you. The only further requeft I have
to make to you is, that you would give to me, and

\}
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my family, an intereft in your prayers. Intreat of
God, that we may be preferved from perils and dan-
gers, and carried to the place of our deftination in
. fafety; and that I may. be affifted of him in every fu-
“ture duty, and not fall under the terrible reproach,
of agreeing to make fo diftant a removal, and then
being found unfit for the important tafk.—I con-
clude with the words of .the apofile Jude, 24, 25.
¢* Now, unto him that is able to keep you from fal-
¢ ling, and to prefent you faultlefs before the prefence
¢ of his glory, with cxceedmg joy; to the only wife
¢ God, our Saviour, be glory and majefty, dominios
¢ and power, bgth now and ever. Amen,

THE END.
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