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S ADVERTISEMENT.

TH E following Sermohs, though firft preacked
n particular occafions, have been felected in
crder to form a little [yfiem of the truths of the
gofpel, to point out their relation to one another,.
‘and their influence on praltice. There appears te
me the greater neceffity of this, that evangelical
principles have for fome time paft been falling:
greatly into difrepute; which I'take to be the true,
and the fingle reafon, why religion is at prefent in
[fo very weak and languifbing a flate.. The at-
tempt ought not to be confidered’ as arifing from
a thirft of fame s for a man muff judge very iil
awho_fbould expect to increafe his reputation by e-
Sfpoufing this defpifed caufe. I muft alfo obferve,
that thefé difcourfés are not publifbed as containing~
any thing better than many prattical writings of
the laf age; but as an endeavour to perpetuate
the knowledge of the fame truths, and to fupply
the place of thofe which, through the antiquity of
Myle and manner,. feem to be falling into forget-
Sulnefs. I there is any thing particular in them,
it is an attempt to illuftrate the fcripture-doitrme
by experience, and obfervatiins on human life. It
hath long been my opinion, that an impartial view
of the courfe of Providence, and of the charaélers
‘and ways of men, would greatly contribute to e
JSRablifb us in the belief of the truths of the gofpel’;
and that the very oppofition given to them by.
_worldly men, ferves at once to accomplifb and con--

Jirm them..
. There-



vi ADVERTISEMENT

There will be found, in many of the fermons,
expreffions of reference to the time of their being
Jirft preached, particularly to the adminifiration
of the facrament of the Lord’s fupper. It had
been eafy to have altered the fentences in which
exprefs mention is made of that crdinance; but as
there is often a peculiarity or propricty of lan-
guage through the whole of a difccurfe, which is
beft underflood when we know the time and circum--
SMances of its firft compofition, I chofe tolet them
Sand as they were. Another reafm inclined me
to the fame thing : The ckoice of the fubjecls for
publication was made in fuch a manner as to give
& pretty full view of the revelation of divine mer--
¢y in the gofpel, and by that means to illufirate
and fupport the truth. ~ But as there is a great -
danger of running teo much into controverfy and”
Jpeculation, the beft way to avoid this feemed to be,
20 let the fermons retain every thing particular
and praélical, intended for the infiruétion, reproof;.
or confolation, of the audience, when they were fir/?
delivered. With thefe few remarks, I commit them
to the candour of the public, with very little con-
cern as to the judgement of thefe who read only to
pafs fentence upon the ability of th8 writer, but
earneftly praying, that God may make them inftru-
mental in turning finners from the error of their
ways, and promoting the fanflification and peace -
of thofe who have known the truth as it isin.

Fefuse
I We.
Paifley, May 16. 1768
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PRACTICAL DISCOURSES

ON THE

Leapine Trutus of the GospEL.
FHEPE PP PO D PSR F
S ERMON I

All mankind by naturc under fin,

RomMans iii. 23.

For all have finned, and come ﬂ)art of tb‘t
glory of Gad

HE whole revelation of the will of
God to mankind, both in the Old
Teftament and the New, proceeds up-
on the fuppofition that they are finners; that
is to fay, tranfgreflors of his law, and liable
to the ftroke of his juftice. This only can
give meaning to the dotrine of redemption.
None can undcrﬂ:and,' at leaft none can ralith
or embrace it, unlefs they believe, and are
perfuaded of this preliminary truth.
A ‘What
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‘What I have now faid, appears from many
exprefs paflages of the holy fcriptures; and
is particularly evident from the general firain,
and from the very ftructure of the epiftle to
the Romans. 1n it the apoftle, who had ne-
ver been at Rome, gives a full and particular
account of the doérine of Chrift; and he
lays the foundation for this by a diftinét and
laboured proof,” that all mankind, both Jews
and Gentiles, are under fin. In imitation of
his example, I intend to begin my difcourfes
on practical religion, by endeavouring to im-
prefs your minds with a%fenfe of the fame
truth. This muft lead the way to the faving

- knowledge of the Redeemer ; and as he only

can build fecurely, who takes care that every
part of the fuperftrutture reft immediately or
ultimately upon the foundation, it is asnecef-
fary to be remembered by faints, as to be re-
ceived by finners,

It may perhaps, on a flight view, appear
to be fuperfluous. ¢ All mankind,’ fome
will fay, ¢ are ready to acknowledge that.
¢ they are finners; and there is great reafon
¢ to believe they are fincere in this confef-
¢ fion.” But, my brethren, a little refletion
may convince you, that this general acknow-
ledgement is either very infincere, or very
imperfet and defetive. 1Itis plainly a light
fenfe of fin that enables the multitude to fleep

jn fecurity. Itis plainly a light fenfc of fin
' ' that .




Ser.1. Al mankind by nature under fin. 13

that betrays men into the commifiion of it,
and emboldens them to continue in it. Itis
plainly a light fenfe of fin that blunts the edge
of all the threatenings in the word of God,
and the admonitions of his providence. Is it
not from a light fenfe of fin, that when the
preaching of the gofpel is not wholly defert-
ed, its ineftimable truths are received without
thankfulnefs, and heard without prefit?

For thefe reafons, I propefe, through the
aflitance of divine grace, to difcourfe a little
on the words of the apoitle now read : “TFor
¢ all have fioned, and come fhort of the glo-
¢ ry of God:” And, info doing, fhall

1. Endeavour to confirm the truth con-
tained-in them, That all mankind are finners,
or tranfgreflors of the law of God, and liable
to his righteous judgement. And,

2. Shall make a praéhcal improvement of
the fubjet.

I. In the firff place, tlien, let us endea-
vour to confirm the truth contained in the
text, That all mankind are finners, or tranf-
greflors of the law of God, and liable to his
righteous judgement. And here, my bre-
thren, it puts me a little to a ftand, in what
manner to handle this important fubjet ; whe-
ther in the way of reafon or affeétion; whe-
ther in the way of cool and conclufive argu-
ments direted to the judgement, or pointed

A2 interrogatories
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interrogatories direéted to the confcience.
Many, nay, innumerable, are the cavils that
have been brought by men of corrupt minds
againft this fundamental truth. The father
of lies, indeed, feems to confider it, and juft-
ly, as the corner-ftone of true religion, which,
if he is able to weaken or undermine, it muft
end in the fall and ruin of the whole fabric,
If there be any among you, as poflibly there
arc, infeCted with the poifon of infidelity, all
exhortation and warning will be treated by fuch
with difdain, while their objetions, however
weak, have not been brought into view, On
the other hand, there are multitudes of fin-
ners borne away by luft and paffion, who are
incapable of underftanding the force of fpe-
culative reafoning, and who have an ushap-
" py tendency to overlook, as what does not
concern them, every thing that is treated-in
that way. I fhall be obliged, therefore, to -
have an eye to both: and oh! that it may
pleafe God to enable me fo to propofe to the
judgement, and fo to prefs upon the con-
fcicnce, this neceflary truth, as that fome
carclefs perfons may be awakened, and brought
to an attention to the one thing needful ; and
that if any have hitherto taken up with im-
perfeét notions of religion, and built their
hope upon the fand, they may be perfuaded
in time to diftruft that dangerous fituation,

and to found it upon the rock of ages.
For
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For the reafon above affigred, it is difficult
to determine, what ufe is to be made of ferip-
ture-teftimony on fuch a fubje&.  The
charge of guilt upon the finner, feems to be
only preparatory to, and muft, as it were, -
pave the way for the reception of fcripture-
truths. If the teftimony of God in feripture
is to be refted on, this one paflage is fuf-
ficient; but the unbelicving heart is ready to
challenge and call in queftion every fuch fcrip-
ture-declaration. [ find the worthy author of
a well-known catechifm, commonly ufed in
the inftruétion of children, joins together
foripture and experience, in the anfwer to
that queftion, “ How do you know, that you
“ are born in a ftate of fin and mifery ?”
Anf. “ God’s word tells me fo. Befides, I
* find my heart naturally backward to that
‘¢ which is good, and prone to that which is.
« evil” After this example, and confidering,
that by the law is the knowledge of fin, we
thail not feparate them ; the rather, that God
is able’ to make Lis own word, even in the
bare repetition of it, quick and powerful,
Heb. iv. 12. Inthe further illuftration of this
head, therefore, 1 fhall, firff, briefly lay be-
fore you fome of the feripture-deelarations on
this fubjet; and, 2dly, confirm them from ]
experience, the vifible ftate of the world, and,
tke teftimony of our own hearts,

A3 Firft,
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Firfs, Allow me to lay before you {ome of
the {cripture-declarations on this fubject. And
that I may avoid handling the fubje {yftema-
tically, and tediouly, Ijoin together original
and actual fin. Every one who is able to un-
derftand what I fay, is concerned in both;
and indeed they are infeparable the one from

the other. The deplorable wickednefs in
" which the world in general is overwhelmed,
hath flowed in a continued ftream from the
firt fin of Adam; and the finfulnefs of
every perfon’s practice has the corruption of
his nature as its fruitful fource. See the ac-

count given of the old world, Gen. vi. 5.

¢ And God faw that the wickednefs of man

¢ was great in the earth, and that every ima-

« gination of the thoughts of his heart was

¢« only evil continually.” This you may com-

pare with Gen. viii.21. * And the Lord faid,

« I will not again curfe the ground any

« more for man ’s fake ; for the imagination

" of man’s heart is evil from his youth.”

See alfo the confeffion of David, Pfal. li. .
"« Behold, I was thapen in mlqulty ; and in fin
< did my mo:ber conceive me.” In this the

Pfalmift plainly and clearly teaches the origi-

al and univerfal corruption of our nature.

‘What he afferts concerning himfe!f, muft be

cqually true of all the human race ; ctherwife, /

inftead of making a proper part of his con-
feflion, it weuld ke an excuf or extenuation
of
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of his fin. Nothing can more plainly thow
the force of this text, than the aukward en-
deavours ufed by fome to evade or mifinter-
pretit. For example, how mean a fubter-
fuge is it, to pretend, that David declared, he
was fhapen in iniquity, and conceived by his
mother in fin; becaufe he was the iflue of
fome criminal commerce between his father
and a maid-fervant, or between the wife of
Jefle and another man ? This is plainly a pro-
fane invention, offered without any manner
of proof, or the leaft infinuation in the hifto-
ry of that great prince. Befides, itis evidently
befide his purpofe in the pfalm referred to,
where he is confefling his own finful nature,
and not the finful deeds of his parents. If
there be meaning in words, his intention is, to
humble himfelf before God, not only for his
adultery and murder in the matter of Uriah,
but asa tranfgreffor from the womb.

To this'you may add the teftimony of a
greater than David, viz. our blefled Lord
and Saviour himfelf, John iii. 6. ¢ That
¢ which is born of the fleth, is fleth;
« and that which is born of the Spirit, is fpi-
¢ rit.” For underftanding the proof drawn
from this text, you may obferve, that though
the word fle/b has various fignifications in
fcripture ; fometimes, for example, fignifying
the weaknefs of our mortal nature, unable to
fupport itfelf, and liable to a variety of chan-

8%
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ges, which muft atlaft end in dxﬁ'oluuon 3 yet
here it evidently fignifies our nature as corrupt-
ed byfin. This appears from the oppofition
of the two claufes : for itds certain, that thofe
who are regenerated, ave ftill liable to all the
weaknefs of mortahty It muft therefore bear.
the fame meaning in this place as in Rom. viii.
8. “ So thenthey thatare in the flefh, cannot
¢ pleafe God.” It is with a view to this great
truth that Job, who pleads with fo much
warmth his general integrity, yet fays, Job
xive 3. 4. “ And doft thou open thine eyes
« upon fuch an one, and bringeft me into
¢ judgement with thee ? Who can bring a
¢ clean thing out of an unclean ? Not one.
‘With this agree many other fcripture-de-
clarations, fome of which I fhall mention.
Pfl. xiv. 2. 3. * The Lord looked down from
¢ heaven upon the children of men ; to fee
« if there were any that did underftand, and
¢ feek God. They are all gone afide, they are
¢ all together become filthy: there is none
s that doth good, no not one.”  Pfal. lviii. 3,
.« The wicked are eftranged from the womb,
« they go aftray afloon as they be born, fpeak-
« ing lies.” Ifa. xlviii. 8. ¢ Yea, thou heardft
¢« not, yea, thou kneweft not, yea, from
« that time that thine ear was not opened : for
« ] knew that thou wouldft deal very trea-
« cheroufly, and waft called a tranfgreflor
¢ from the womb.” Rom. i, 9. 10, 11, 12,
‘ ¢ What
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¢¢ 'What then ? are we better than they ? No,
« in no wife : for we have before proved both
¢« Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under
“-fin ; as it is written, There is none righ-
¢ teous, no not one : There is none that un-
¢« derftandeth, there is none that feeketh af-
¢ ter God, They are all gone out of the
¢ way, they are together become unpro-
¢ f{itable, there is none that doth good, no
“ notone.” To thefe, I onlyadd that clear
and firong pafiage, Eph.ii. 1.2.3. ¢ And
¢ you hath he quickened who were dead
¢ trefpafics and fins, wherein in time paft ye
¢ walked according to the courfe of this world,
* according to the prince of the power of the
¢ air, the fpirit that sow worketh in the chil-
‘¢ dren of difobedience. Among whom alfo
¢ we all had our converfation in times paft,
¢ in the lufts of our fleth, fulfilling the de-
¢« fires of the fleth, and of the mind; and
¢ were by nature the children of wrath, even
¢ as others.” '

In this fummary view of the declarations of
feripture upon this fubje@, I have confined
myfelf to fuch paflages as have an afpect up-
on the ftate of our nature in general. And
indeed, as conclufive a proof of its being the
doétrine of fcripture, may be drawn confe-

" quentially as dire€tly.  'With this view, not
to mention many other arguments, I beyg
your attention to the two following: 1. The

tenar
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tenor of the gofpel-meflage, particularly the
extent of the commiffion, and the language
ufed through the whole: Mark x¥i. 1 5. Go
“ ye into all the world, and preach the go-
* fpel to every creature.” John iii. 16. * For

% God fo loved the world, that he gave his
“ only begotten Son, that.whofoever be-
* lieveth in him, fhould not perith, but
“ have everlafting life.” Examine the im-
port of this truth. Whom did the Father
love ? or to whom did he fend the Saviour ?
To the world, and to every creature. For what
end did he love them, and for what purpofe
did the Redeemer come ? To fave them from
perithing. But why were they in danger of
perithing? Doubtlefs, becaufe they were in
fin. In vain, then, domen exercife their in-
genuity in explaining away particular paffages,
This truth does notreft upon an expreflion or
two, the meaning of which muft be afcertain-
ed by critical fkill, but vpon the whole of the
gofpel. If we do not throw afide the Bible
altogether, Chrift Jefus came into the world
to obtain forgivenefs for the guilty, to fave
the miferable, and to redeem the flave,

+ The other argument is drawn from the feals
of the covenant of Peace; and particularly
the initiating feal, both under the Old Tefta-
ment and the New, of which infants were ad-
mitted to be partakers, If they received thefe
feals before the commiffion of actual guilt, it

. v cannot

1
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cannot be but the nature itfelf muft be defi-
ed ; efpecially as baptifm is exprefsly called
the baptifm of repentance, for the remiffion of
fins, Marki. 4.

Thus I have laid before you what the frip-
ture teaches us on the finfulnefs of our na-
ture, including all the pofterity of Adam,
without exception. I befeech you, therefore,
my beloved hearers, to confider the concern
you have in it, as a part of the whole. If you
have.any belief of the truth of the fcriptures
as the word of God, attempt not to warp or
pervert them when fpeaking contrary to your
fond prejudices. Defire not that minifters
thould fpeak unto you fmooth things, .and
prophefy deceit; but receive with humility
and fear the divine will, however heavy a fen.
tence of condemnation it may carry againft
yourfelves, viz.that you are finners by nature ; -
that your hearts are eftranged and alicnated
from the love of God ; and that, if you die in
that condition, you fhall not fee his face in’
mercy.

I now proceed to the fecond branch of this
head; which was, To confirm tbe account
given in fcripture from experience, thatis to
fay, from the vifible ftate of the world, and
the teftimony of our own hearts.

Let us then fee what evidence is afforded us
from the vifible ftate of the world, that all have
finned, &c. And here, my brethren, what

: an

[ 2 e e—. -
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an inftrudtive leflon, but at the fame time
what a humbling and melancholy profpett,
opens to our view ! There are many re-
marks which mxght be profitably made on the
ftate of the world in every age, to thew how
much fin hath reigned in the hearts of men,
and what defolation it hath wrought in the
place of their abode. The great difficulty is,
to range them in proper order, and propofe
" them in a fimple and perfpicuous manner,
that ordinary hearers may underftand and
profit by them. For this purpofe, let us firft
take a view of mankind in a public or national,
and then in a private or perfonal, capacity.
. 1, Let us confider mankind in a public or
national capacity. In this view, what is the
hiftory of paft ages but the hiftory of human
guilt 2 If, inftead of taking up with the idle
and vifionary hypothefes of philofophers, we
only attend to what men have been in fact, we
1hall be obliged to fay, with the Spirit of God,
that “‘the imagination of the heart of man
“is only evil from his youth.” It is not pro-
per here to omit, or rather it is highly necef-
{ary to menqtion, the impiety and idolatry of
the feveral nations of the world. Excepting
the {mall number of Abraham’s family, who
were the election of God, and, by a peculiar
difpofition of Providence, the depofitaries of
his truths, every other nation upon the face
of the globe, not only deferted the worfhip
of
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of the true God, but fell headlong into the’
moft ftupid and fottith idolatry. This was
not peculiar to thofe nations who continued
in ignorance, and whom the more improved .
and polithed thought proper to diftinguith by
the name of barbarians, but was at leaft e-
qually true of thofe who were moft highly ci-
vilized. Of the wifeft nations, as well as the
wifeft men, the apofile very juftly fays'in this
epiftle, ch.i. 22. 23. * Profefling themfelves
¢ to be wife, they became fools; and chan-
¢¢ ged the glory of the incorruptible God, into
¢« an image made like to corruptible man, and
* to birds, and four-footed beafts, and creep-
* ings things.”

I muft make even a farther obfervation,
and intreat your attention to it, That the wi-
feft in profeflion feem to have become the
greateft fools. It feems to have been defign-

* ed in Providence, as a ftanding and indelible
mark of the vanity of human wifdom, that
thofe very “nations who were moft early in
their application to, and moft fuccefsful in
their cultivation of the liberal arts, were the
moft extravagant and fenfelefs in their theo-
logical opinions, and religious rites. I mean,
particularly, the Egyptians, Greeks, and Re-
mans ; worthipping bulls and calfs, ferpents
and infets, the moft ftupid of four-footed
beafts, and creeping things of the moft thock-
ing form. This every one may fatisfy him-

Vor.I.
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felf of, who will look into the hiftories of thefé
celebrated nations, as they have been tranf-
mitted to us by themfelves.

Confider, my brethren, the unnatural cruel-
ty of the religious rites of many nations. It
was frequent and general with them, to offer
up human facrifices, and make their children
. pafs thmugh the fire; the very refleCtion on
which is fufficient to £ill a confiderate perfon
with horror. Confider alfo the fcandalous
impurity of fome of the¢ir ceremonies, and
the obfcene hiftory of the objeéts of their
worfhip. Strange to think of indeed ! yet fo
itis, that moft of the eminent writers of an-
tiquity are employed in defcribing the drink-
ing and merriment, the {colding and quarrels,
the tricks and robberies, and the amorous in-
trigues of their gods and goddefles.

If we think in a ferious manner on thefe
undoubted facts, can we help faying, Oh'!
she ingratitude of thofe wretches among us
who call themfelves freecthinkers, who have
been taught by revelation only to form ra-
tional and confiftent notions of the firft caufe
and creator of all things, and yet reject re-
velation entirely, and pretend to found them
upon human reafon! Iam fenfible there are
fome who do not think that the idolatry of
the heathen world ought to be reckoned a-
"mong their crimes ; but if you will confult the
Old Tc&ament, you will find it confidered there
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as the firft and moft atrocious crime which
folicited the vengeance of an offended God.
If you confult this epiftle to the Romans,
you will find it leads the way in the account
given of human apoftafy. The firft of all
the ten commands, which were given as a
fum of the moral law, is, * Thou fhalt have
¢ no other gods before me.” And indeed,
if the firft duty of natural religion be a con-
feflion and acknowledgement of God our
creator, the firft of all fins muft be, a con-
tempt of his name, of a profanation of his
worthip.. “ '

But idolatry was not alone. From this, asa
fruitful fource, flowed every other human vice,
What a terrible detail is given us by the hifto-
rians of every age! On what is it that all the
great tranfa&tions of the world have ftill turn-
ed 7 " Has it not been on the ambition, cruel-
ty, injuftice, oppreflion, and raging luft and
impurity, of men.” Whatever number of vir-
tuous perfons was among them, they feem to -
have cither lain concealed, or fallen a facrifice
to the envy and malice of others. Since the
firft murder, of Abet, by his brother Cain,
what terrible havack has been made of man
by man! We are fo habituated to this, that
it makes little impreflion. 'We can even per-
ufe, with attention and delight, the narratives
of ftratagems of war, ferocity in combat, de-
vaftation and bloodfhed. Who are the per-

- B a fons



16 All mankind by nature under fin. Ser. 1.

fons who have acquired the greateft renown in
the prefent or preceding ages 2 'Who are the
perfons who have been the greateft objets of
human admiration ? Have they not been the
moft altive, and the moft fuccefsful, deftroyers
of their fellow-creatures ! This ¢ircumftance
indeed communicates the guilt of individuals to

the whole; fhows that it belongs to mankind -

in general; and that the defcription given by
the apoftle is not more fhocking than true,
ch.i. 28. 29. 30. 31. 32. * And even as they
« did not like to retain God in their know-
¢ ledge, God gave them over to. a reprobate
. ¢ mind, to do thofe things which are not
¢ convenient : being filled with all unrigh-
“ teoufnefs, fornication, wickednefs, covete
“ oufnefs, malicioufnefs; full of envy, mur-
¢ der, debate, deceit, malignity; whifperers,
« backbiters, haters of God, defpiteful, proud,
“ boafters, inventers of evil things, difobe-
¢ dient to parents, without underftanding,
‘¢ covenant-breakers, without natural affec-
¢ tion, implacable, unmerciful : who know-
« ing the judgement of God, (that they which
¢ commit fuch things are worthy of death),

“ not only do the fame, but have pleafure in.

¢ them thatdo them.”

There are to be found upon record inftan-
ces of fuch dreadful and aggravated guilt, as
it were to be wifhed they had been, or could
have been buried in oblivion. For this rea-

. fop,




Ser.1. Al mankind by nature under fin. 1%

fon, I fhall neither mention their pames, not
cite the examples; but obferve, that the ex-
tent and prevalence of wickednefs fhould be
confidered as a ftrong proof of the corruption:
of the whole race; and the particular ﬁgnal
inftances of aﬁomﬂnng or monfirous crimes,
as a proof of the exceflive depravation of our
nature, and what man in his prefent ftate is
capablc of. Iknow it is pleafing and gratify-
ing to human pride, to talk of the dignity of
human pature, and the beauty of moral vir-
tue: and if it be done in fuch a manner as to
make us efteem the only mean of recovering
our loft integrity and original glory, I have
no objection to it. But if it be fpoken of
man as he now is without regenerating grace,
1 am certain it is more agreeable to reafon and
experience to fay, that, from the lengths to
‘which fome have proceeded when placed in
circumftances of temptation, it is owing to the
power of reftraining providence, that others:
have been comparatively fomewhat better..

I have feen it obferved, with great appa-
rent juftice, that probably one end whick
God had in view when he fhortened the pe-
riod of human life after the deluge, was, tor
fet bounds to-the progrefs of human guilt.
As it is the nature of vice, to firengthen by
habit, and increafe by time ; a race of wicked
men living many hundreds of years, would
degencrate and harden. to a degree not eafily

B3 soneeived.
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conceived. And indeed, if we examine into
the true caufes of any little degree of order
and peace which we now enjoy, we fhall fee
abundant reafon to adore the wifdom of di-
vine Providence, but very little to alcribe
much goodnefs ta the human heart.

The moft truly excellent chara&ters which
are to be found in hiftory, and the moft illu-
firious deeds which thofe heroes have per
formed, have for their very foundation the
corruption of the human race. In this re-
mark I have in view the fages and lkgiflators
of antiquity, who acquired fo much renown
by eftablithing fyftems of policy and govern-
ment for diffierent ftates. What was this elfe,
and indeed what was it called, but taming the
favage, and reftraining the profligate part of
their fellow-creatures 2 It feems plainly to
be the point in view in every human law, to
bridle the fury of human inclination, and hin-
der onc man from making a prey of another
This is well defcribed by the apoftle Paul,
1 Tim. i. 9. 1a. “ Knowing this, that the
¢ law is not made for a righteous man, but
« for the lawlefs and difobedient, for the un-
« godly and for finners, for unholy and
¢ profane, for murderers of fathers and mur-
® derers of mothers, for man-flayers, for
¢ whoremongers, for them that defile them-
s f{elves with mankind, for men-ftealers, for
« liars, for perjured perfons, and if there he

& any
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« any other thing that is contrary to found
¢ doftrine.” We have indeed the teftimony
of men againft themfelves in this cafe. It
has been found to hold, without any excep-
tion, that the longer men live, they have the
greater f{ufpicion of thofe with whom they live;
the greater experience they have of the world,
they have the harder thoughts of men in gene-
ral, ‘In particular, thofe who have been moft .
converfant in public life, and have obtained
moft of what is called a2 knowledge of the
world, have always the worft opinion of hu -
man nature. .

2. Let us now, from a general, come to a
particular and perfonal view of our prefent
ftate. You may be apt to fuppofe, that tho’
the finfulnefs of human nature is too general,
yet it is not univerfal; that though vice ard
wickednefs has appeared confpicuoufly, and
though perhaps wicked men may have obtain-
-ed the afcendeney in every nation, this will
not ferve to found a fentence againft every
man., We might upon this part of the fub-
jet obferve, that the truthy iluftrated above
will reeeive confirmation from our moft inti-
mate knowledge of one another. Human
nature will gain nothing by a clofe infpe&ion
Take it either in general or particular, its beft
appearance is when viewed at a diftance. The
greateft and beft characters, when clofely ex-
amined, have always fuch blemithes and im-

perfeitions
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perfetions attending them, as greatly dimi-
nifh their luftre. This indeed has grown in-
to a proverb, That much familiariry breeds
contempt. On this account, we may fafely
fay, thatif fuch is the ftate of our nature,
that no man is able to ;u{hfy himfelf, or ob-
tain the entire approbation of his fellow-fin.
mers, much more muft “ every mouth be ftop-
¢ ped, and all the world become guilty before
% God,” Rom. iii. 1g.

But the chief illuftration of this part of the
fubjet muft be from the -teflimony which
confcience confirains every man to bear againft
himfelf. Examine, therefore, my brethren, .
what reafon you have to be fatisfied, that you
‘yourlelves, unlefs your natures have been re-
newed by the Holy Ghoft, are under the do-
minion of fin; nay, that even fuch ashave
been ¢ brought again from the dead” do ftill
feel *“ a law in their members warring againft
¢ the law of God in their minds.,” Remem-
ber then that you have to do with him “ who
« feeth in fecret,” and ¢ who fearcheth Je-
« rufalem as with candles.” It was neceflary
formerly to take notice of the enormous effeéts
of fin in this life; we muft now fearch a litte
deeper, and confider the beginning and fource
of thefe in the difpofition of the heart. Itis
true, there are probably many here who are
juftly chargeable with the groffeft crimes;
fuch as, impiety, lying, injuftice, or unclean-

nefs ¢
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nefs : and oh! that it may pleafe God, that
their fins may find them out, and his word
may be quick and powerful to their convic-
tion, But what I have now in view is, to
maintain the univerfal conclufion in the text,
not only that many men have been profli-
gates, but that every man is a finner.

For this purpofe, it is of the utmoft mo-
ment to put you in mindéwhat fin properly is.
There are two ways of defence, you know,
upon any trial : the one is, to deny the fact;
the other, to maintain it is no crime. It is of
neceffity, therefore, in the firf place, to af-
certain the charge, by an account of the na-
ture of fin. Of this, I do not think there
<can be produced a jufteraccount than we have
_in our fhorter catechifm: “Sin is any want of
¢ conformity unto or tran{greflion of the law .
“of God:” Which is nothing elfe but 2
brief illuftration of the words of fcripture,
Sin _is the tranfgreffion of the law. Let the
confcience, then, of every hearer anfwer to
the charge. Have you kept, or have you
broken the law of God ? Have you been obe-
dient fubjefts to the King of kings? Have
you done your own will, or the will of him
that made you ? However unwilling you may
be to put this queftion home dt prefent, na
perfon fhall be able to decline the tribunal, or

evade the anfwer in the day of judgement.
We
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We have onc great difficulty to ftruggte
with in the attempt of bringing the guilty to
confeflion, that fin hath blinded the under-
- ftanding, and perverted the judgement; fo

that after we have faid, that fin is the tranf-
-greflion of the law, there will remain another
queftion, What is the law, and how far doth
.itextend ? Upon this we muft have recourfe
to the remaining traces that are left upon the
_ confcience ; and I fee nothing more proper,
than to prefs home that furhimary which God
hath given of his own right and our duty, in
the firft and great commandment, ¢ Thou
* fhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
“ heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy
‘ mind ;” Matth. xxii. 37. Are you your
own ? Have you no lord over you ?' Can you -
- plead any exception to this command ? Is not
your maker infinitely perfect, -and infinitely
amiable ? Is he not worthy of your fupreme
love? If he is not, who is it, or what is it,
that you have reafon to prefer, or that can.
produce a better title ? Can there be any thing
more juft than the fentiment exprefled by the
pious Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixxiii, 25, “ Whom
¢ have I in heaven but thee ? and there is
¢ none upon earth thatI defire befides thee.” -
Is there excellence or fweetnefs in the creature,
and is there none or lefs in the creator, from
whom every inferior nature derives its very
exiftence,
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“exiftence, and on whom it depends every mo.
ment for its prefervation ?

May I not hope to have fome hold of fin-
ners here, in pleading the rights of their maker ?
Are your hearts then naturally, and have
they been habitually and fupremely fet upon
God? Has it been your firft and leading care,
to know him, and to ferve him, to inquire
into his will, that you might do what was
acceptable to him? Do you believe, that in
his favour only is life, and theretore do you
feck yourhappinefs and your comfort in him ?

. Many are apt greatly to miftake upon this
fubjet; nay, it feems to be the leading de-
ception of finners, to think nothing evil or
punifhable, but fuch grofs crimes as are dif-
orderly in human fociety, and obnoxious to
human laws. It is fcarce poffible to make
them fenfible, how much guilt there is in a
total forgetfulnefs of God; and yet this is
the very fource of human depravity, The
chief thing blameable in our attachment to
other things, is their filling the room that is
duc to God, their being employed in a man-
ner that is di(honqprable to God, or, in o-
ther words, their being inftruments of rebel-
lion againft the will of God.

Are there any of you, my brethren, who,
by the kindnefs of Providence, have been
kept tree from grofs, vifible, and fcandalous
offences ; who, from a natural coolnefs of

tempera-
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temperament, have been chafte or fober; who,
from a principle of honour, have been juft
or generous; who, from the dictates of
prudence, have been regular and decent; but
"have been unmindful of your duty to God,
have been unwilling to think of him, or
ftrangers to delight in him ? and are you not
finners in his prefence # Have you been pre-
ferved by his power, and yet never confefled
the obligation ? Have you.been living daily
upon his bounty, and yet fcldom or never gi-
wen him thanks, except in the moft indiffer-
ent and formal manner, and fuch worthip, as
is 2 much more proper occafion for repent-
ance than ground of confidence ? How, then,
fhall you be able to ftand in the judgement ?
« For of him, and through him, and to him,
* are all things; to whom be glory for ever,
"¢ Amen.”

1I. I come now to make fome pradtical im-
provement of what has been fald on this fub-
je&.  And,

1. From what has been faid, you may
learn how deeply and furely the foundation of
the gofpel is laid. It is laid in the attual ftate
of the world, and in that depravity of our
nature, which it is impoffible to conceal, and
‘which nothing but the greateft obftinacy and
perverfion of mind can have the courage to
deny. I am fenfible, that nothing but an

inward
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‘inward ard perfonal convi&ion of guilt and
‘mifery wrought by the Spirit of the living
"God, will bring the firner to embrace the go-
fpel ; yet e neceflity of falvation may be
evinced in the cleareft and moft fadsfattory
manner, by reafon and -obfervation. As the
vifible creation, when atfentively vicwed,
ferves to difcover the wifdom and omnipo-
‘tence of God, and is, as it ‘were, an open
volame, which men of every tongue may
read and admire ; fo the ftate of the moral
world, as it is called, plainly points out the
" guilt and apoftafy of man, and loudly calls for
the interpofition of the Saviour. This it is
our duty to attend to, not only to flop the
mouths of gainfayers, but to eftablith the
faith of God’s children, that it may not be
-overthrown or unfettled by the cavils and ob-
je&tions of thofe who lie in wait to deceive, -
2. From what has been faid, you may fee
with what fentiments we Yhould look upon
the ftate of the world, or perufe the hiftory
of providence, and what profit we may reap
fromit. When we fee, as at prefent, in our
own age and country, what profanity and ne-
gle&t of God, what contempt or defertion of
his worthip, prevails among many of every
rank; what pride and luxury, what riot
and fenfuality, what uncleannefs and de-
-bauchery, what lying, fraud, and perjury;
and when we obferve how ome race of finners
Vor.l. . G has
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thas fucceeded another in every age, and that
true religion has been generally, as it is ftill,
ina ftruggling or perfecuted ftate, we ought
:to be humbled for ahe-fin.of .ouraature, and
the thare which each.of us has contributed to
.the general guilt. Inftcad of finding fault
.with Providence for the permiffion.of fin, we
-ought to be filled with a holy indignation ‘a-
.gainft owrfelves aud others, for the perpetra-
tion of it. 'We ought to admire that wifdom
.and power by which the King of kings fets
 reftraining bounds to the violence of men.
‘Neither ought we to omit adoring his holinefs
:n the awful vifitations with which he fome-
simes overtakes and overwhelms the wicked
.n their wickednefs. When he fends out his
fore judgements of war, famine, and pefti-
lence ;- or when -he looks to the earth, and it
trembles, as umable to bear all the guilt that
is laid uponit; when thunder, lightning, and
tempeft, feem to threaten the immediate diffo-
Jution of the whole fabric; we ought to
.confider all thefe as the juft punithment of
fin, and look forward with fear to that time,
when he fhall render to every man according
¢ -his works, -dand deferved vengeance fhall
not be partial, but univerfal ; when it fhall
not be occafional and temporary, but figal,
unchangeable, and eternal.
3. You may learn, from what has been faid,
1he ftate and danger of thofe who are Sharge-
. aple’
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able with’ fins of a heinous and aggravated
nawre.. If all- without exception are * under’
fin ; if evéry mouth' muft Be ‘ftopped,” &v.:
what fhall be the conditibn of thofe who have:
the fhameful pre-eminence of being finners of’
“the firt order, who have done more thanp:
others to provoke the Lord to anger ! If
thofe who have lived to themfelves, and nor
to God, fhall not be able te ftand in the
judgement; what fhall become of thofe who
have fold themfelves to" work iniquity, and’
whofc abominable praftices arc a reproach to’ -
"reafon, as wel as afcandal to religion ? I may
even fay further, in the words of the apoftle’
Peter, * If the righteous fearcely be faved,:
< where fhall the ungodly and the finner ap--
% pear ?” 1:Pet. iv. 18, "I do the rather beg'
your attention to this, that we always find:
loofe livers the warmeft advoeates for iiber-
tine principless Itis the drunkard, the fwear:
er, - the impure fornicator, who arc fo ready to’
produce in converfation their pretended argu--
" ments againft the corruption ofhuman fiature,
I fpeak-to all fuch within hearing. What be-
nefit will you reap by denying original cor.-
ruption, when you are juftly: chargeable with.
fo many a&tual tranfgreflions? If there are,or
ever were, any perfons in the world without fin,.
furely you cannot pretend that you are fo your-
felves. You are athamed to reveal your hidder
feenes to your fellow-finners, but how fhall:
G2 yow
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you conceal them from the fearcher of all

hearts.? If you cannot bear to be told your:

faults by your fellow-creatures, with what
fpeechlefs confufion fhall you ftand at laft

before the judgement-feat of Chrift! Let me:

therefore addrefs you in the words of your
maker by the pfalmift, Pfal, L 21. 22,
¢ Thefe things thou haft done, and I kept
¢ filence : thou thoughteft that I was altoge-
¢ ther fuch a one as thyfel{ : but I will re-
“ prove thee, and fet them in order before

 thine eyes. Now confider this, ye that.

« forget God, left I tear you in pieces, and
“ there be none to deliver.” May it pleafe
God effetually to convince you of your fin
and danger, and to lead you to his mercy, as ve-
vealed in the gofpel, for your forgivenefs. Icon-

dude with the advice of the pfalmift, Pfal. ii.
12, “é&fs the Son left he be angry, and ye

. % peri{h from the way, when his wrath is kin-~
< dled but alitde: blefled are all they that
¢ put their ruftin him.”

" SER-
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SERM O N 1L
The. finner  without exeufe.before God.:.

B-su.u CXXX: 3

I¥ tbou -Lord, fbouldft mark iniquitics, 0 Lord, .
who fball fiand ?.

Uftice and mercy are the perfetions of the -
" divine nature, in which we as finners.:
have a peculiar concern. Our world is the great
theatre, and the human race the great, or, fo -
far as we know; the only objets. of their u- -
nited exercife. Clear and juft apprehenfions, ,
therefore, of thofe auributes, muft lie at the :
foundation of all religion.. It is eafy to fee, . -
that a difcovery, both of juftice.and mer- -
cy, is neceflary to bring the finner to repent-. -
ance. He muft fee the guilt and mifery in »
which he is involved, and the way by which «
he may certainly, and by which he can only -
_obtain-a recovery. The fame views are equal- -
ly neceflary to every Chriftian, during his -
continuance in this imperfe ftate. They are -
neceflary to that felf-denial which ought to be :
his.habitual charaier, and to that humliations
C3 : and.2



36 The finner without excufe before God. Ser. 2.

and penitence which ought to be his frequent
employment.

I muft, however, obferve, that though
there are few of the attributes of God more
frequently fpoken of, perhaps there are few
lefs diftin&ly underftood. Men have either
an imperfet knowledge, or weak perfuafion
of the juftice of God, and thence defpife his
mercy. On the other hand, they are apt to-
take prefumptuous views of his general mer-.
cy, and thence defpife his juftice and feverity. -
This is not peculfar to thofe, who, upon the
whole, are under the dominion of fin. Even
the children of God themfelves arc ready,
cither to lofe their views of the majefty and °
helinefs of God, which fhould incline them
10 ferve him with reverence and godly fear ; -
or, on the other hand, by negleéting his mer- *
cy, to fall into that frate of flavith béndage
and illiberal fear, which is equally injurious
to the honour of God, and hurtful to thcn-
own peace. .

"On thefe accounts I have chofen to infift 2
lile on this paflage of the pfalmift David,
in'which we have an united view of divine ju-
ftice and mercy; “ If thou, Lord, fhouldft
*¢mark iniquities, O Lord, who fhall ftand ?
« But there is forgivenefs with thee; that
< thou mayft be feared.” It is thought by
fome, that this pfdlm was compofed in that
memorable period of lns hfe, when he was

plunged
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plunged in the deepeft guilt, by his adultery
and murder in the matter of Urigh ; but more
commonly, that it was in the time of his per~-
- fecution, when the imminent dangers to which-
he was fo often expofed, brought his fins-
firongly to remembrance. Referving what is~
here faid of the mercy of God to another
opportunity, let us now confider the view gi-
ven us of his juftice, in this paflage, ** If thou, -
¢ Lord, fhouldft mark iniquities, O Lord, who -
¢ fhall ftand ?” For this purpofe 1 fhall,

1. Endeavour to afcertain and explain.the:
meaning of the pfalmift’s affertion.

-2. Support and confirm it from fcripture:

and experience.

% Inthe lafiplace, I fhall make a pradti- '
cal imprevement of what may.be. faid upon -
it.

1.. LET us then, £/, endéavour to afeer--.
tain and explain the meaning of the pfalmift’s -
expreflion, ¢ If thou, Lord, thouldft mark.
*¢-iniquities, O Lord, who fhall ftand ?” Thefe :
words evidently carry in them the- deepeft.
fenfe of fin,. a firong and inward conviction
of:the impoflibility ofjuftifying himfelf befare..
a pure and holy God, if he fhould deal:
with him as in juftice he might : -1f. thou, ..
¢ Lord, thouldft mark iniquities, O-Lord, who
¢ fhall ftand ?” God is an omnifcient being,
cvery where prefent, to whom all our

thoughts
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thoughts and ways, and confequently all our
fins, are.and muft be perfeCtly known., The
expreflion, then, cannot mean, that there are .
any fins unregarded, or notobferved of God; .
becaufe thisis impoffible. The marking of ini-
quities here, feems to be an allufion to what-
pafles in human courts, where the judges fet«
down, .or put upen record all that is brought .
againft the criminal, -in order to found a fen- -
tence of condemnation.. In this view, the-
meaning muft be, if God fhould fo mark ini- -
quities, as-to proceed to punith us for all of
‘which we were really. guilty, there could be-
no poffibility of ftanding fuch an impartial .
trial.

I need not tell you,. that the putting the -
words in the form.of a queftion, ¢ O Lord, .
¢ who fhall ftand ?” d6es not imply; that .
there is any uncertaicty in the matter, or that-
any can be found pure enough to endure fuch .
a fcrutiny, but rather ferves to deny it in the -
ftrongeft manner.  Again, we are not to fup--
pofe, that the pfalmift, by putting the que-:
ftion thus in general, “ Who -fhall ftand ?” ~
defigned to turn the accufation from himfelf, .
or to extenuate his own fins, by bringing in o- -
thers equally guilty. This is indeed the prac- - -
tice of many in the world, who feem to think :
the numbers of thofe whoare chargeable with :
any fin, an excufe or palliation of the guilt of -
pasticular offenders. . But the true fpirit of -

repentance .
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repentance leads to very different fentiments :
it makes the finner fix upon his own faults,
and point at the fins and plagues of his own
heart, without thinking upon the fins of o-
thers, unlefs as they may be an occafion of .
difcovering to him more of the depravation’
and wickednefs of his own natere. So that
the genuine import of the pfalmift’s expreffion
feems to be, If thou, Lord, fhouldft execute
the decrees of juftice, and punifh every thing
that is done amifs, the holieft man on earth
would not be able to abide the trial; how .
much lefs would fuch a finner as I be able to
ftand ?

IL. I proceed now to fupport and confirm
this truth from {cripture and experience. -
And you will be pleafed to obferve, that it
is the conftant doétrine of the holy fcriptures;
it is the uniform language of humility and pe-
nitence there, Thus the pfalmift, Pf. cxliii. 2.
« Enter not into judgement with thy fervant :
“ for in thy fight fhall no man living be ju-
¢ ftified.” To the fame purpofe, fee the lan-,
guage of Job, ch.ix. 2.3.4. “ 1 knowitis fo.
* of atruth : but how fhould man be ju® with .
“ God ? If he will contend with him, he
* cannot anfwer him one of a thoufand. He:
¢ is wife in heart, and mighty in ftrength :
““_ who hath hardened himfelf againft him,

“ and hath profpered :” A clear difcovery
, of
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of the infinite majefty of God, the unfpotted”
holinefs of His nature, the extent, the purity,
and fpirituality of his law, will immediately
carry home a conviftion: of this- truth,. and-
make us feofible what impure and wretched-
ereatures we are : it will make every one of*
us cry out with Job, after a difcovery of the
divine glory and perfeQion, ch.xl. 4.5. * Be-
¢ hold, I am vile, what fhall I anfwer thee
¢ I will lay mine hand upon my mouth.
* Once have I fpoken, but I will not an-°
« fwer : yea, twice, but 1 will procced no-
* further.” And again, ch.2lii. 5. 6. ¢ I.
¢ have heard of thee by the hearing of the
‘ ear: but now mine eyc fecth thee, Where-
‘e fore F abhor myf¢lf, and repent in duft and-
* afhes.” Every true penitent will fay, with
the plalmift, Pf. xix. 12. “ Who can under-
‘¢ ftand his errors ? cleanfe thou me from fe-
¢ cret faults.” Nay, he will confider his dai-
ly prefervation as an evidence of the divine-
paticnce, in the fufpenfion of his fentence, as -
in Lam. #i. 22, 23. “ It is of the Lord’s mer--
«¢ cies that we are net confumed, becauft his-
¢ compaffions fail not. Fhey are new every:
 morning : great is thy faithfulnefs.” ’
Thefe, my brethren, are examples of the
fentiments and language of the fcripture-
faints ; and if we look a little into their cha..
" ralers, as fet before us in the infpired wri~
tings, we.{hall fee, that felf-abafcment is one
of:
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-of the moft certain proofs of true religion ;
-that the more any perfon has made real im-
provement in holinefs, he will think and fpeak
.in fo much the humbler manoer; will more
.clearly fee the evil of fin, and more readily
confefs its power and influence over his own
heart. 1 know this is very contrary to the
fpirit that prevails in the world; and particu-
larly oppofite to the reigning temper of the
Prefent age. I know alfo, that there are ma-
‘ny obje&tions raifed againft this fundamental
truth. But inftead of wrangling controverfy,
-in which our underftandings ar¢ often Ioft,
.and our paffions irritated, rather than fub-
dued ; for further inforcing the above truth,
I thall only urge every hearer to a ferious and
Jmpartial reflettion upon his own condu&.
This, I am perfuaded, will, by the blefling
«of God, be the moft effectual mean of filen-
cing the reafonings of the carnal mind, and
forcing the confcience to a confeflion, both of
the-equity of the law, and the guilt of difobe-
.dience, .
For attaining this end, T fhall juft propofe
" three general fubje&s of examination ; and beg
that you may fhew-fidelity to your own fouls,
in bringing them to the trial. 1. How many
duties have you.omitted, which -you muft be
fenfible you ought to have performed ? 2.
How often have you been guilty of exprefs
$ranfgreflions.of the Jaw of God 2 3. How
" many
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many blemithes and fmperfections *cleave to
thofe very duties which you endeavour to per-
form in obedience to his will ?

1. then, How many duties have you omit-
ted, which you muft be fenfible you ought

“to have performed ? In charging you with
‘negle&t of duty, I muft begin with unthank-
fulnefs and forgetfulnefs of God. Let the

confcience be ever fo much biaffed by partia-

Tity, or perverted by wrong principles, is it

poflible to deny the obligation of every crea-

ture to acknowledge his dependence upon the -

author of his being, the preferver of  his

life, and the fource of his mercies? But

have you, my brethren, been fenfible of this ?

How unmindful have you been of the rock

that begat you, and the God that formed

you? Thisis the firft of all fins, and the

fruitful pareat of every particular tranfgref-

fion. It wasa heavy charge brought againft

a great prince by the prophet Daniel, ch. v.

23. laft claufe, ¢ And the God in whofe

¢ hand thy breath is, and whofe are all thy

« ways, haft thou not glorified.” Say, ye

men of the world, have you indeed acknow-

ledged God, on whom you depend for every

breath that you draw, for every moment that
you continue in exiltence ? I have often
Athought, that it was one of the greateft evi-
dences of the depravxty of human nature,
that an abundant and opulent ftate on earth
: fhould
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thould fo generally lead to negle®t of God.
‘What is this, when interpreted, if I may f{peak
fo, but that the greater our maker’s goodnefs
is to us, commonly the lefs is our gratitude to
him ?

ButIwould fpeak to thofe whofe confciences are
more enlightened, and who have not wholly for-,
gotten the Lord. Are not you alfo chargeable
with manifold omiflions ? What fenfe of gratitude
have you retained, and exprefled, for innume-
rable mercies, fpiritual and temporal, to your-
felves, and to your families ? How unequal
the payment of gratitude to the debt of obliga--
tion! What ufe have you made of them in
God’s fervice ¢ 'What advantage have you
reaped, for your own fantification, from the
bounty of Providence, from the ftrokes of Pro-
vidence, from the ordinances of divine inftitu-
tion, from the truths of the everlafting gofpel,
from fealons of inftruction, and opportunities
of worthip, from edifying examples, from faith-
ful admonitions ? What have you done for
the good of others 2 How often have you re-
lieved the neceffitous, comforted the diftrefled,
inftru&ed the ignorant, admonithed the negli-
gent, punifhed or reftrained the profane? I
hope I fpeak to many who have not been whol-

- ly negligent in improving their time and talents ;
yet furely there is juft ground of humiliation to
the beft, that, even under a conviction of duty,
they have fo imperfe@ly difcharged it; and pro- -
bably the very perfons who have done moft, will

Vor.L D be
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‘be molft fincerely grieved that they have not done

more. . '
Alas! my brethren, it is a great miftake to
think light of fins of omiffion. How much do
I pity the condition of thofe thoughtlefs per-
fons, who, forgetting that they were made to
ferve God, feem to live for no other purpofe
than to enjoy themfelves! And oh the mife-
rable delufion of thofe finners who fet their
minds at eafe by the filly excufe, That they do
harm to none but themfelves ! Let them hear
and tremble at the tenor of the fentence in the
great day, Matth. xxv. 30. “ Caft ye the un-
< profitable fervant into outer darknefs : there
¢ fhall be weeping and gpafhing of teeth.,” It
is the firft duty of natural religion, “-Give un-
_* to the Lord the glory due unto his name ;”
~and it is the fum of all the duties of the gofpel,
1 Cor. vi. 19. 20. * Ye are not your own ; for
* *¢ ye are bought with a price : therefore glosi-
* fy God in your body, and in your fpirit,

“ which are God’s.”

2. Confider in how many inftances you have
“been guilty of expreis tranfgreflions of the law
of God, his law written upon your hearts, and
repeated in his .own word. If you know any
thing at all of the law of God in its fpirituality
and extent, you muft be deeply .convinced of
‘your innumerable tranfgreflions, in thought, in
word, and in deed. (1.) How many are the
fins of your thoughts ? Sin is feated in the
heart: it hath its throne and dominion there.
Lvery enormity in the life takes its rife from the
' impurity




Ser.2. The finner without excufe before God 39°

impurity of the heart. None will think light
of fins of the heart, who lave any acquaint-
ance with the word of God. Let them but re-
fle@t upon the account given of the guilt of the-
old world, Gen.vi. 5. *“ And God faw that the
« wickednefs of man was great in the earth,
¢« and that every imagination of the thoughts
- of his heart was only evil continually.” Let
them refle€t upon the faying of the wife man,’
Prov. iv. 23. ¢ Keep thy heart with all dili-
« gence ; for out of it are the iffues of life;”
or on the diftinguifhing chara&er of God,
Jer. xvii. 10. ¢ I the Lord fearch the hearr, T
¢ try the reins, even to give every man accor-:
« ding to his ways, and according to-the fruit:
‘¢ of his doings.””

How many thoughts are there in your hearts’
admitted and entertained, difhonourable to God, -
unthankful for his mercies, lmpancnt under his’
providence  How many thoughts, envious,
malicious,  fpiteful, towards your necighbour ?
How many wanton lafcivious thoughts, and ir-
regular defires 2 How many covetous, world-
ly, vain, ambitious thoughts ? Let me befeech
you alfo to confider, that thefe are not fins that
we fall into fcldom, or by ozcafional temptation,
but multitudes break in upon us every day, and’
in 2 manner every hour. What an infinite-
number, then, muft we be chargeable with in
twenty, thirty, forty,  or fifty years ! If fo-
many are the fins of a fingle day, what muft"
be the guilt of a whole life 2 'What reafon to-

D 2. ey
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- cry out, with the prophet to Jerufalem, ¢ How
*¢ long fhall vain thoughts lodge within us ?”
(2.) Let me befeech you to confider the fins
of the tongue. Here 1 fhall not infit much on
the groffer fins of the tongue, lying, flander-
ing, backbiting; of thefe, though few will be
{znfible they arc guilty themfelves, all are abun-
dantly ready to complain, as reigning in the
world in general. Neither fhall I infift on im-
pure converfation, filthy and lafcivious expref-
fions, or allufions to obfcenity; though I am
afraid many here prefent are far from being in-
nocent of the charge. But befides thefe, the
fins of the tongue are fo many, that the moft
watchful Chriftian cannot fay he is guilefs,
Even the meck Mofes was provoked to fpeak
« unadvifedly with his lips.” The apoftle James
has given us a very firong delcription, both of
the general prevalence, and mifchievous in-
fluence, of the fins of the tongue, James iii.
2.—8..« For in many things we offtnd all.  1f
* any man offend not in word, the fame is a
¢ perfe&t man, and able alfo to bridle the whole
‘“body. Behold, we put bits in the horfes
* mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn
¢ about their whole body. Behold alfo the
¢ fhips, which though they be fo great, and
¢ are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turn-
¢ ed about with a very {mall helm, whitherfoe~
¢ ver the governor lifteth. Even fo the tongue
¢ is a little member, and boafteth great things.
< Bchold how great a matter a little fire kind-
¢ leth. And the tongue is a fire, a world of
¢ unqpxty
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¢« iniquity : fo is the tongue amongft our mem--
“¢ bers, .that it defileth the whole body, and fet--
¢ teth on fire the courfe of nature; and itis.
¢¢ fet on fire of hell. For every kind of beafts, .
‘and of birds, and of ferpents, and things in
¢ the fea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of "~
¢ mankind : but the tongue can no man tame3;:
it is an: unruly evil, full of deadly poifon.”"
And that none may prefume, after all, tothink-.
thefe fins of the tongue inconfiderable, let us:
remember vai.at our Saviour-tells us, Matth. xii, .
36. 37. “ But I fay unto you, that every idle
«-word that men fhall {peak, they fhall give -
¢ account thereof in the day of judgement. .
¢ -For by thy words thou-fhalt be juftified, and:
¢ by thy words thou fhalt be condemned.”

(3-) Now, to thefe fins of heart and converfa- -
tion, let usadd the eonfideration of all the fins :
of our adtions, by which we either offend God -
ourfelves, or are the means, by a doubtful or-
fufpicious example, of inducing others to offend -
him : all'.the a&ts of infobricty and intempe- -
rance with regard to ourfclves;- of injuftice,-
treachery, .or oppreflion, with regard to others.-
Let us confider thofe fins to. which we are led s
by our refpective callings and employments, or -
by our refpective ages or tempers, or by our fi-
tuation, and the fociety with which we fiand:
connetted. The. lightnefs and frothinefs of
fome, the fournefs-and morofencfs of others, .
the “inconfideratcnefs -and folly of youth; the:
plotting and ambitious projects of riper years, .
the. peevithne(s and covetoufnefs-of cld age,

D 3. andZ
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and the vanity and fclfithnefs we carry with us
through the feveral ftages and periods of life.
Thefe things are moft, if not all of them, fins in
themfelves, and do infallibly betray us into a
great number of others. If we confider all
this with any meafure of attention, can we re«
fufe to adopt the language of the holy fcripture,
that our fins are more in number than the hairs
upon our heads, or than the fand that is upon
the fea-thore ? In fine, if we confider the fins
we are guilty of, according to our conditions
and relations in the world, as hufbands and
wives, parents and children, mafters and fer-
vants, magiftrates and fubjeéts, minifters and
people, we fhall find the account fo prodigiouf-
1y {welled, that we fhall have more than reafon
to cry out, with the pfalmift « Lord, if thou-.
¢ fhouldft mark i quumes, O Lord, who fthould
¢ ftand 2”
- 3. Confider the fins that cleave even to your
religious duties, and every thing you do in obe-
~ dience to the will of God. The pureft wor-
- fhipper on earth muft atk forgivenefs for the
fins even of his holy things. I am not here to
infift upon the hypocritical performances of
many profefling Chriftians, done merely, or
chiefly, to be feen of men, or fpread, as a co-
vering, over their hidden and fhameful deeds;
nor am I to mention that religious zeal which
arifes from ftrife, -contention, and vain-glory,
and which chiefly aims at the fupport of party-
namgs ; becaufe thelc are directly and eminent-
ly finful : they are an abomination in the fight
of

.




Ser.2. The finner without excufe before God, 43

of God. But, my brethren, even in thofc per-

formances which you go about with fome mea-

fure of fincerity, how many defets are to be.
found ? Oh ! how much negligence, coldnefs,

and formality, in worfhip ! how many wander-
ing, vain, idle, and worldly thoughts, 'in your .
hearts, when your bodies are in the houfe of:
God ! Confider only the infinite-glory and ma-
jefty of God, in whofe fight the heavens them-
felves are not clean, and who charges his angels:
with folly; and fay, whether you have ever
prayed at all with becoming reverence of fpirit..
Confider only the unfpeakable condcfcenfion of
that God to his credtures, and the unfearchable
riches of his grace to the finner ; and fay, whe-
ther your hearts have ever been fuitably affected

‘with his love.

It is our duty, my brethren, to confider, how
far we have been from preaching the word of
God with proper imprtflions of the majefty of
him in whofe name we fpeak ; how far we have
done it with fimplicity and dignity, neither fear-
ing the cenfure, nor courting the applaufe, of
our fellow-finners ; how far we have done it
with that tendernefs and affetion, with that ho-
ly fervour and importunity, which the value of
thofe precious fouls to whom we fpeak manifeft-
ly demands. And is it not your bufinefs to con-
fider, how feldom you hear with that attention,
reverence, humility, and love, with which the
facred and important truths of the everlafting
gofpel ought to be received ; how many hear

much more as judges than as lcamcrs, as critics
~ rather
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rather than as finners ; and content themfelves-
with marking the weaknefs of an indifferent, or
praifing the abilities of an animated fpeaker ?-
Aund how many run with itching ears from one
congregation to another, or everr from one par- -
ty or profcflion to another; not that they may.-
Be edified, but that curiofity and fancy may be -
gratified ? . How many loft ordmances. how ma--
ny mif-fpent fabBaths, have we to lament before=
God ?

‘When we come to the fecond table of the law, .
hLow many finful motives mix . their influence in -
the duties we perform to our neighbours 2. how
many aéts of juftice owe their being, in part at
leaft, to fear of reproach ? how many works of
charity owe their fplendor to a defire of applaufe, .
as well as toa better principle ? -1 fhould never.
have done, were I to go tlnough all the great.
duties of the Chriftian life, and obferve the fin- -
ful defects that cleave ta them. I believe I may.
fay with great truth, that would we but deal
faithfully, there would be no more neceflary to
our humiliation, than a ftri®t examination of
our duties themfelves. This would oblige us to -
confefs, that * all our righteoufnefles are as fil--
¢ thy rags before God;” that we muft not.
plead for reward, but forgivenefs; that no me-
rit of our own, but infinite mercy alone, muft:
be the foundation of our hope. .

11L. T come now to make fome praétical applica-
tion of the fubjet, for your inftrution and di-
rection,. Aad, 1. How great is the deceitful-
ncfs
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nefs of fin ! how aftonithing the blindnefs of fin-
ners! How eafy and obvious is the confideration
of our fins, in the order in which I have endea-
voured to fet them before you ! Sins of omif-
fion," on the one hand, and of commiflion, on
the other; and duties faultyin both refpects, viz,
by effential qualities negle€ted, and fins mixed
with the performance: fins in thought, in
word, and in deed, againft God, our neigh-
bour, and ouifelves. Yet, alas! how many
are there in a great meafure ignorant of the
fins they are chargeable with, and therefore
fleeping in fecurity ! Think, my beloved hear-
ers, on your condition. To know your danger,
is the firft ftep to deliverance. Is not the law
of obedience clear, written upon all the crea-
tor’s works ? Is it not ingraven upon the con-
fcience ? and is it not often repeated and infor-
ced by the difpenfations of providence ? Would
there be fo much of divine judgement, if there
was no offence? Every natural evil proclaims
the fin of man. An inclement feafon, an inju-
rious world, and 2 frail dying body, confpire in
pointing out our finful flates And yet, after
all, how blind is the finner to the diflcovery,
how deaf to the friendly warning, how regard-
lefs of the appreaching trial! Awake, I befeech
you, while there may. be peace, and look upon
your danger, while thereis yet given you time
and opportunity to fly from it.
2. If the holieft cannot ftand before God,
if no flefh living can be juftified in his fight,
how fearful muft be the ftate of thofe who are
lying
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lyingunder the guilt of atrocious, aggravated, and*
repeated crimes ! Though great profligates oft-
en defert the ordinances of God, that they may
fin at greater eafe,-and meet with lefs refiftance ;.
yet, in {o numerous an aflembly as this, there is-
reafon to fuppofe there are not a- few of the-
chicf of finners; the rather; that while fome-
defert the ordinances, that they may have eafe:
from within, others attend them as a cover;
that they may blind their neighhours, and meet
with lefs fufpicion or difturbance from without,
How, then, can murderers, fornicators, {wear--
ers, drunkards, thieves, and retainers cf unjuft
gain, hear what hath been faid on this fubject
without trembling for themftlves ! Hear for-
your fouls fake ; hear for eternity’s fake ; hear,"
I befeech you, for Chrift’s fake. O that the-
Spirit of God may carry home the truth, and’
make it “ quick and powerful, fharper tham a:
¢ two-edged fword,” Heb. iv. {12. It is an-
eafy thing for you now to diffemble the fins
which men would punifh, and even to boaft of
the fins which. men muft tolerate; but hear and:
remember the two following paffages : Heb. iv.

13. ‘“ All things are naked, and opened unto:

¢ the eyes of him with whom we have to do;”
and, Heb. x, 31. ¢ It is a fearful thing to fall.

.into the hands of the living God.”

- 3. In the /af place, If any Chriftian defices to-
keep his confcience tender and faithful, to have
a deep growing and humbling fenfe of his own
Ginfulnefs ; if he would bar the gate againft the
entrance of pride, or banith it after it has ob-
tained admiflion ; if he defires to walk humbly
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and watchfully,—let him live as in the prefence
of God, let him often fift himfelf at his awful
aribunal. It is eafy to juftify ourfelves before
men, who have folittle to require, and from whom
{o much maybe concealed. Thetruthis, it is not
a great matter t8 be able to fet the world at de-
fiance. But to look up to that God who fitteth
upon the throne of his holinefs, is of infinitely
greater moment, and of infinitely greater dif-
ficulty. He trieth the reins and the heart. He
abhorreth evil, You fee how Job defended
himfelf againft the accufations of his friends,
held faft his integrity, and would not let it go;
but no fooner did God fpeak to him in the
greatnefs of his power, than he tonfefled his
vilenefs, and laid his hand upon his mouth. In
the fame manaer, he that would guard againt.
the impofitions of a deceitful heart, that would
not be abufed by flattering friends, or led afiray
by a miftaken world ; that would rather walk in
the path of penitence than fecurity; let him
live as in the prefence of God. And happy,
happy they, who take confufion of face to
themfelves now, and feek for mercy through the
blood of the atonement, in comparifon of thofe
who juftify themfelves now, but fhall ftand at
laft with unutterable confufion before the fu-
preme judge, ready to pronounce the irreverfible
fentence.

SER-
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SERMON IIL

Hope of forgivenefs with God.

PsaLm cxxx. 4.

But there is forgivenefs with thee; that thou
mayft be feared.

Fter confidering our own miferable and
guilty ftate, and how little any plea which

we can offer will avail before the holinefs and ju-
ftice of God, it is proper to turn our eyes to his
. mercy, as the only foundation of our hope and
peace. This is of the utmoft neceflity to every
penitent.  'When a fenfe of fin hath truly taken
hold of the confcience, it is fointolerable, that

no man can continue long in that condition.

. 'When the waves and billows of divine wrath are
going over him, he muft either faften upon
fome ground of hope, or fuffer fhipwreck upon
the rocks of defpair. There are indeed, alas
that we fhould be {o liable to delufion ! many ways
of weakening the force of conviftion, and ob-
taining a temporary, imperfe&, or falfe peace,
But the only fafe and ftable ground of hope is
the divine mercy. And happy the finner who
cobtains fuch difcoveries of its extent and effica-
cy, as to make him cleave to it with undividsd
affetion, and reft upon it as the anchor of his
foul, from which he is refolved never to depart.

Believe

e e e
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Believe it, Chriftians, the more the finner
1ooks into hissown ftate, the more real and tho-
rough his acquaintance with his own heart is,
the more he finds, that not the leaft ray of hope
can arife from that quarter. This is precifely
the import of the pfalmift’s declaration in this
paffage, taking the one branch of it in connec~
tion with the other ; as if he had faid, When
I confider how great and multiplied my tranf-
greflions have been, I muft ftand fpeechlefs,
and without excufe, before thy holy tribunal,
and juftify thee, although thou fhouldft con-
demn me. ButLord, thou art a2 God of in-
finite mercy. This I fix upon as the founda-
tion of myhope. I fee nothing in myfelf to
plead. Thy law accufes me. My own con-
{cience pafles fentence upon me. [ am not able
to fupport the-view of thy juftice and holinefs.
Whither can I fly, but to thy mercy? Here I
defire to take refuge, and to my unfpeakable
confolation there is forgivenefs with thee; fo
that thou mayft and oughteft to be feared. In
difcourfing further on this fubje&, which 1.in-
tend to do in a manner entirely practical, I pro-
pofe, in a dependence on divine grace, to follow
this method.

1. I fhall give a brief view of the difcoveries
which God Irath made of his mercy, as the
foundation of the finner’s hope; or, in other
words, thow what reafon we have to believe,
that there is forgivenefs with him.

2. I thall point out the connection between
the mercy of God and his fear; or explain the

Vor.L E import
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import of this expreflion, ¢ There is forgive-

¢ nefs with thee, that thou mayft be feared.”
3. I fhall make fome practical improvement

of the fubject. )

1. FirsT, then,let us attempt to give'a brief view
of the difcoveries which God hath made of his
mercy, as the foundation of the finner’s hope ;
or, in other words, thew what reafon we have
to believe, that there is forgivenefs with him.
For this purpofe I obferve, firft of all, that the
patience and forbearance of God towards fin-
ners, in the courfe of his providence, is the ef-
fect of his mercy. Even this affords fome faint
hope, that there may be forgivenefs with him.
See the reafoning or the expoftulation of Jonah
on the refpite of the deftrution of Nineveh,
Jonah iv. 2. “ And he prayed unto the Lord,
¢ and faid, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this
“ my faying, when I was yet in my country ?
¢ Therefore Ifled before unto Tarfhith : for I
¢¢ knew that thou art a gracious God, and mer-
« ciful, flow to anger, and of great kindnefs, and
«¢ repenteft thee of the evil.” The fentence be-
ing fufpended, there is time given to apply for
pardon, and fpace for the exercife of repentance,
with a pcradvcnturc, or who can tell, whether
he may not be gracious. 'We may add to this,
his continual bcmgmty and kindnefs to all his
creaturcs, not excepting the evil, the unthank-
ful, and the unholy. The native tendency of
both thefe is to lead the guilty to repentance,
as we are told Rom, ii, 4. ¢ Or defpifeft thou

£¢ tb e
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¢ the riches of his goodnefs and forbearance,
« and long-fuffering, not knowing that the
¢ goodnefs of God leadeth thee to repentance ?
But though this ought to be mentioned, I am
very fenfible, how infufficient it is of itf¢lf to
give confolation to a wounded fpirit. Taking
in the whole plan of providence, there are fo
many tokens of our creator’s difpleafure, fo much
to be feen of the juftice and holinefs, as well as of
the goodnefs of God, that it muft leave the fin-
ner ftill under a dreadful uncertainty in a mat-
ter of fuch infinite concern. Torn by the fu-
fpicion which is infeparable from guilt, he is
full of reftlefs anxiety; and knowing that he
muft fhortly appear before God in an unembo-
died ftate, he is often putiing this queftion to
himfelf, Wherewith fhall I come before the
Lord? How fhall I be able to ftand in the
judgement ? And therefore, -

. 2. God hath revealed himfelf in his word,
as merciful and gracious, long-fuffering, and
flow to anger. This was the great truth on which
the finner’s hope depended ever fince the apofta-
{y of our firft parents. Never fince that timc could
any man produce his title to divine favour in his
own obedience : and therefore the mercy of God
carly intimated in the firft promife, continued to
make, if I may fpeak fo, the leading part of
the divine charaéter in all the difcoveries he
made of himfelf. Thus, at the giving of the law,”
Exod. xxxiv, §. 6, 7. ¢ And the Lord defcend-
¢ ed in the cloud, and ftood with him there,

“ and proclanmed the name of the Lord, And
E2 « the
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¢ the Lord pafled by before him, and pro-
“ claimed, The Lord, The Lord God, merci-
“ full and gracious, long-fuffering, and abun-
“ dant in goodnefs and truths Keeping mer-
¢ cy. for thoufands, forgiving iniquity and
« tranfgreflion and fin, and that will by no
** means clear the guilty ; vifiting the iniquity
+*¢ of the fathers upon the children, and upon
. ¢ the childrens childven, unte the third and
* to the fourth generation.” To the fame pur-
pofe the pfalmift David, Pfal. ciii, 8. ¢ The
« Lord is merciful and gracious, {low to an-
« ger, and plenteous in merey.” Hear alfo the
prophet Micah; Micah vii. 18. “ Who is a
* God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity ;
¢ and paffeth by the tranfgreffion of the rem-
¢ nant of his heritage ? He rctaineth not his
‘ anger for ever, becaufe he delighteth in met-
Y Cy.” . )

- 1 do not here flay to confider what hints were
given in the ancient difpenfation, of the atone-
ment which was afterwards to be made by the-
incarnation of the Saviour. Doubtlefs there
was fome refpet to this in the very firft pro-
mife of the feed of the weman, and alfo in the
promife to Abraham, that in his fed all nations
of the earth fhould be bleffed.  The fame thing
was prefigured by the facrifices, and thadowed
out by many different rites of the Mofuic ceco-
nomy. It muft, however, be allowed, that the
faithful in thofe ages faw it only obfcurely, and
of copfequence underftood it very imperfeSily.

- But it was on the revealed mercy of Ged, which
they

-
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they were obliged to feck in the way appointed
by himfelf, that they placed their entire depend-
ence. .
I cannot help obferving to you, how very
encouraging the affurances of pardon are through
many paflages of the Old Teftament; how ve-
ry gracious the invitatiops to the finner, as if .
they had been contrived on purpofe to remove
the jealoufy which the guilty are too apt to enter-
tain; If. i. 18. * Come now and let us reafon
¢ together, faith the Lord : though your fins
‘ be as fcarlet, they fhall be as white as fnow;
¢ though they be red like crimfon, they thall
¢ be as wool.,” If. xliii. 25. I, even Iam he
¢ that blotteth out thy tranfgreflions for mine
¢ own fake, and will not remember thy fins.”
If xliv. 22, “1I have blotted out as” a thick
¢ cloud, thy tranfgreffions, and as a cloud, thy
¢ fins : return unto me, for I have redcemed
¢« thee” If. lv. 1. “ Ho, every one that
* thirfteth, come ye to the waters, and
¢ he that hath no money; come ye, buy and
¢ eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk without
* money, and without price,” Is this the word
of God? Are thefe paffiges wgitten for our
benefit ? Is there any thing more plain, than
that God is mercitul and gracious; nay that he
delighteth in mercy ? How great encourage-
ment is this to the exercife of repentance ! In.
this very view, indeed, it is urged by the pro-
phet in the 6th and 7th verfes of the laft cited
chapter, ¢ Seek ye the Lord while he may Le
¢ found, call yc upon him while he is ncar.
Es » ¢ Lee
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¢ Let the wicked forfake his way, and the un-
¢ righteous man his thoughts;- and let him re-
¢ turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy
¢ upon him, and to our God, for he will a-
¢ bundanly pardon.”

I fhall only add, that as the fcripture every
where bears teftimony to the readinefs of God
to pardon returning finners, fo there are alfo
many paffages in which he declares his readinefs
to pardon the failings which continue to cleave
to his own people, and treat them with the ut-
moft tendernefs and grace : Pfal. ciii. 13. ¢ Like
< a father pitieth his children, fo the Lord pi-
¢ tieth them thar fear him.” If. xL r1. “He
< fhall feed his flock like a fhepherd : he fhall
¢ gather the lambs with his arar, and carry
< them in his bofom, and fhall gently lead thofe
<« that are with young.” Mal. iii. 17.” « And
« they fhall be mine, faith the Lord of bhofts,
< in that day when I make up my jewels, and I
<« will fpare them as a man fpareth his own fon
< that ferveth him.”

3. But that nothing may be wanting for the
complete illuftration of this truth, obf¢rve, that
it appears in the cleareft manner, from the go-
1pel of Chrift, that there is forgivencfs with
God. In the fulnefs of time, God fcnt his own
{on in our pature, to be a vitim ard fucrifice
for our offences, to bear our fins in his own
body on the tree. In this aftonithing event, in-
deed, the love and mercy of God thines with
the brighteft luftre: Johna iii. 16. ¢ God fo lo-
* ved the world, that he gave bis ¢nly begotten

““Son,

-~
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«¢ Son, that whofoever believeth in him, thould
¢ not perith, but have cverlafting life.” In
this great tranfation, we have not only an af-
furance of obtaining, but fce the price paid for
the purchafe of our pardon: 1 Pet. i. 18. “ For
% ye were not redeemed with corruptible things,
 as filver and gold, from your vain converfa-
¢ tion received by tradition from your fathers.”
Inftead of finding the juftice of God ftand in
the way of our reconciliation and peace, juftice
being fully fadisfied, feals the pardon, and adds
to the comfort of the finner. In the infinite va-
lue of this atonement, we may fee the extent of
the divine mercy. In the'infinite power of this
Saviour, we may fee the perfect fecurity of thofe
. ~who put their truft in him. Salvation, in all its
parts, is offered to the chicf of finners : fo thar,
as the apoftle exprefles it, Heb. vi, 18. ¢ That
" ¢ by two immutable things, in which it was
¢ impoffible for God to lic, we might have a
* ftrong confolation, who have fted for refuge
¢ to lay hold upon the hope fet before us.”

II. I proceed now to the fecond thing pro-
pofed ; which was, to point out the conneétion
between the mercy of God and his fear, or ex-
plain the import of this expreflion, ¢ There is
¢ forgivenefs with thee that thou mayft be

- ¢ feared.” The import of this expreflion muift
be a little diffcrent, as we underftand the word

fear, which is fometimes taken i a larger, and
fometimes in a more limited fenfe. Sometimes,

as being fo eminent a part, it is made ufe of to

fignify



56 Hepe of fbrgz;vmﬁ with God.  Ser. 3.

figoify the whole of religion; fometimes it fig-
pifies that awe and veneration of the facred ma-
jefty of God with which every onc of his fer-
vants ought o be habitually poflfeffed. I fhall
briefly confider it in both thefe views, there
not being the leaft oppofition between them, and
both carrying in them the moft unponam and
falutary inftru&ion.

1f we take the fear of God in the text to
fignify the whole of that duty and obedience
we owe to him, then the conneétion between
forgivenefs with God and his being feared, ap-
pears from thefe two confiderations.

1. A difcovery of the mercy of God is ab-
folutely neceflary to his being loved and ferved
by thofe who have once been finners! Defpair
of mercy drives the finner from God, prefents
him only as the objeé&t of terror and averfion ;
and, inftead of having the leaft influence in
bringing us to obedience, confirms the guilty in
his rebellious oppofition to his maker. This .
muft be manifeft to every hearer. There can
be no rcligion at all, either in inclination or
-performance, if there be no forgivenefs with
God. How fhould any fo much as attempt
what they believe to be an unprofitable labour 2

Though this is a truth which none will deny,
I am afraid it is a truth not fufficiently attended
to, either in its certainty or influence. It tends
greatly to illuftrate the whole plan of falvation,
by the riches of divine grace, or the free, un-
merited, unfolicited, love of God. Hew much
does it add to the beauty and meaning of feve-

ral

-
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ral paflages of fcripture! as 1 Johnm iv. 10,
¢¢ Herein is love, not that we loved God, but,
¢ that he loved us, and fent his Son to be the
¢ propitiation for our fins.” Rom.v. 8. «Bug
* God comnrendeth. his love towards ws, in that
“ while we were yet finners, Chrift died for
“ us,” And the 10th verfe of the fame chap-
ter, * If when we were enemies, we were recon--
¢¢ ciled to God by the death of his Son ;;, much.
** more being reconciled, we fhall be faved by
¢ his life.” Guilt is of a fufpicious nature, It
is even obferved. in offences committed by one
man againft another, that he who hath done
the injury is always hardeft to be.reconciled.
"Fhe fame thing appears very plaialy in the dif-
pofition of finners towards Ged. A gloomy
fear, a defpondent terror, greatly hinders their
retutn to himv;. nor can they ever take one fiepr
towards him, till, by the difplay of his mercy,
this infuperable obftrudtion is removed..

2. As a difcovery of the mercy of God is
abfolutely neceffary to our ferving him at gll, fo
it is perhaps of all others the meft powerful
motive to induce us to ferve him in fincerity.
Nothing whatever mere illuftrates the divine
glery. It prefents him as the proper objeét of
worthip, of confidence, and of love. When a
finner is once burdened with a fenfe of guilt,
fees the demerit of his tranfgreffions, and feels
the juftice of his own fentence, what an incon-
ceivable relief. muft it give him to.fee the di-
vine mercy ! and how infinitely amiable muft
this God of mercy appear in his eyes ! Others

may
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may reafon at their eafe upon the fubjeét, he is
tranfported with unfpeakable joy on the pro-
fpe&t. His heart is immediately taken captive.:
he feels its conftraining power, and yi¢lds him-
felf willingly to every demand of duty and gra-
titude. See, to this purpofe, the expreflions of
- the prophet Hofea, ch.xi. 4. “I drew them
* with cords of 2 man, with bands of love,
¢ and I was to them as they that take off the
* yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat unto
¢ them.” The fame thing is every where in
the New Teftament reprefented as the great.
ecommanding principle of obedienee, 2 Cor. v.
14. ¢ For the love of Chrift conftraineth us,
¢ becaufe we thus judge, that if one died for
¢ all, then were all dead.” 1 Johniv. 16,
¢ And we have known and believed the love
¢ that God hath to us. God is love; and he
« that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and
¢ God in him.” And verfe 19. of the fame
chapter, «“ We love him, becaufe he firft loved
¢ us,” : . .

But further, even taking fear in a more limit-
ed fenfe, as fignifying a holy reverence and
dread of the power and majefty of God, there
being forgivenefs with him, -is fo far from weak-
ening, that it ftrengthens this fear ; and that on
the two following accounts.

1. The infinite obligations we lie under to
divine mercy, muft ferve to improve our fenfe
of the evil of fin, as committed againft fo good
and fo gracious a God, and to increafe our ab-

horrence
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horrence of it. The mercy of God to the
guilty, at the fame time that it brings unfpeak-
able confolation, as delivering them from the
wrath to come, ferves to humble them, bya
-view of their own unworthy and undutiful con-
du&. When an awakened convinced foul, uns
der the apprehenfion of eternity approaching,
. begins to contemplate the mercy of God as the
ground of forgivenefs, he immediately thinks
upon this mercy, as having all along fpared
him in the midft of his provocations. What
a wonder of mercy is it, does he fay to him-
felf, that I was not immediately cut off in my
wickednefs, at fuch a time, or at fuch a time,
which now return full upon his memory! He
cannot eafily feparate the remembrance of paft
crimes from the mercy that with-held immediate
vengeance. And furely nothing will ferve more
to make the finner tremble and ftand aftonifh-
ed at his own guilt, than refletion on that fors
bearance of a patient God, which did not
doom him to inftant and deferved deftruétion,
but fpared him to hear the glad tidings of
peace. "

Thus the unfpeakable grace of God. in the
gofpel opens the fprings of penitential forrow,
and makes them flow more fweetly indeed, but
more freely, and more copioufly, than before.
You may obferve the ftrong pi¢ture of peni-
tence and love, which is drawn with inimitable
beauty by the evangelift Luke, ch. vii. 37. 38.
«¢ And behold, 2 woman in the city, which was

¢ 2 finner, when fhe knew that Jefus fat at
¢ meat
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« meat in the Pharifce’s houle, brought an ala-
¢ bafter-box of ointment, and ftood at his feet
% behind him weeping, and began to wath his
« feet with tears, and did wipe them with the
« hairs of her head, and kiffed his feet, and a--
¢ nointed them with the ointment.” Was it
not in grace and mercy that the fuffering Sa.
viour looked upon Peter, which immediately
confounded him ! Luke xxii. 61.62. ¢ And
« the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter;
4« and Peter remembered the word of the Lord,
* how he had faid uato him, Before the cock
+ crow, thou fhalt deny me thrice. And Peter
+ went.out, and wept bitterly,” ‘What is itelfe
that is reprefented by the prophet as having fo
firong an effect upon the believer in producing -
penitential forrow, but the love of our Redeem-
er ? Zech. xii. 10. *“ And I will pour upon the
“ houfe of David, and upen the inhabitants of
¢¢ Jerufalem, the fpirit of grace and of fupplica-
¢ tions, and they fhall look upon me whom
“¢ they have picrced, and they fhall mourn for
“ him, as one. mourncth for his only fon, and
¢ fhall be in bitternefs for him, as one that.s
4 _in bitternefs for his firft-born.”

2. Forgivenefs - with -God tends to increafe
our fear and reverence of him, from the man-
ner in which, and the condition on which it is
beftowed. Every circumftance in this difpenfa-
tion of divine mercy. is calculated to abafe the
finner, aod leave him nothing whereof to glory
before God. Forgivenefs is always declared to
be an a& of fovereign grace, If. xliii, 25. « 1T,

“even
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# even T am he that blotteth out thy tranfgref-
¢ fions for mine own fake, and will not remem-
% ber thy fins,” We arc many times cautioned
againft imputing to ourfelves, or our own me-
rit, what is merely the effeét of divine mercy.
If the fcripture is read with care, there will be
obferved many paffages which carry this inftruc-
tion in them, to beware of taking merit-to our-
felves from the divine’ goodnefs, or any cffect
or expreffion of it : Deut.ix. 4. 5. « Bpeak not .
* thou in thine heart, after that the Lord thy
% God hath caft them out from before -thee,
¢ faying, For my righteoufnefs the Lord hath
“ brought me in to poflels ‘this land : but for
¢-the wickednefs of thefe nafions the Lord doth
% drive them out from before thee. Not for
¢ thy righteoufnefs, or for the uprightnefs of
“ thine heart, doft thou go to poflefs their
* land : -but for the wickednefs of thefe nations
« the Lord thy God doth drive them out from
“ before thee, and that he may perform the
« word which the Lord fware unto thy fathers,
“ Abiaham, Ifaac, and Jacob.” Ezek xxxvi.
21. 22. ““ But I had pity for mine holy name,
¢ which the houfe of Ifrael had profaned among
* the heathen, whither they went. Therefore fay -
« unto the houfe of Ifrael; Thus faith the Lord
« God, I do not this for your fakes, ‘O houfe
« of Ifrael, but for mine holy name’s fake, which
¢ ye have profaned among the heathen, whither
* ye went.”
It is probably alfo with this view, if we may
prefume to -offer an opinion on fo deep a fub-
Vor. L F jeét,
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je&, that the obje&ts of fpecial mercy are fome-
times chofén from among the moft criminal,
even the chief of finners. Does not this for-
" bid, in the ftrongeft terms, every man to har-
bour the leaft thought, as if by his own righ-

tcoufnefs, or being comparatively lefs wicked -

than others, he had been intitled to the divine

favour : Rom. ix, 1§, = 18. * For he faith: ~

¢ to Mofes, I will have mercy on whom I will
s have mercy, and I will have compaflion on
¢ whom I will have compaflion. So then it is
« not of him that willeth, nor of him that run-
« neth, but.of God that theweth mercy. For
‘¢ the fcripture faith unto Pharaoh, Even for
¢¢ this fame purpofe have I raifed thee up, that
* I might fhew my power jn thee, and that my
s pame might be declared throughout all the
* earth. Therefore hath he mercy on whom
« he will have mercy, and whom he will he
#¢ hardeneth.”

But the circumftance on which we are called .

chiefly to fix our attention, is, that forgivenefs
is beftowed only through the blood of Chrift.
Tt is freely and gracioufly beftowed upon the
finner, but was dearly and hardly purchafed by
the furety, This is no new or unufual fubjet
in this congregation, But Oh! my brethren,
that we could in fome meafure apprehend its
infinite importance. Think, I befeech you, on
‘the holinefs and juftice of God, as they fhine
in the fufferings and crofs of Chrift ; that a
righteous God required full fatisfattion for fin ;
that * the Lord laid on him the iniquities of us

(1} 3.“»;
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@ all ;” that * it pleafed the Lord to bruife him,
¢ and to put him to grief.” Are not the ma-
jefty and purity of God fet forth in this tranf- .
altion, in the moft clear and legible, nay in the
moft awful and terrible, charalers? for they
are written in blood. Is the Lord to be prai-
fed for his mercy ? and is he not alfo to be
feared for his juftice ? May we not, or rather
~ muft we not, fay, * If fuch things were done in
¢ the green tree, what fhall be done in the
“dry?” If God faw it neceflary to lay fuch a
load of wrath upon the Holy One, when ftand~
ing in the room of finners, what fhall be the
condition of the impenitent tranfgreflors, who
fhall lic under it for ever 2 'We may well adopt
the words of Mofes to the children of Ifrael,
Deut. xxviii. §8. 59. * If thou wilt not obferve
* to do all the words of this law that are writ-
“ ten in this book, that thou mayft fear this
« glorious and fearful name, THE LORD
«THY GOD; then the Lord will make
« thy plagues wonderful, and the pfagues of
¢ thy feed, evem great plagues, and of long
« continuance, and fore ficknefles, and of long
¢ continuance.”

Do you mot now, my brethren, fee much
propricty, as well as inftruction, in this language,
¢¢ But there is forgivenef8 with thee, that thou
¢ mayft be feared :* The expreflion indeed is
not fingular in the holy fcripture, even in the
fenfe now illuftrated. It is certainly on the fame
fubje@ the pfalmift is fpeaking, when he fays,
PL xl. iii. ¢ And he hath put a new fong in my

F 2 L mouth.
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“ mouth, even praife unto our God: many -
¢ fhall fee it, and fear, and fhall truft in the
“ Lord,” As alfo the prophet Hofea, ch. iii. 5.
« Afterward {hall the childeen of Ifrack return,
« and feck the Lord-their God, and David
« their king, and fhall fear the Lord, aod his
'« goodnefs in the latter days.”

LI I proceed now to make fome practical
improvement of what hath been faid. And, .
1. From what ‘hath been faid, you may learn,
that none can underftand, embrace, or efteem
the merty of God, but thofe'who are convinced
of their fin and mifery. Mercy can be of be-
nefit only to the gnilty; mercy can be beftowed
only on the guilty; and therefore all that can
be faid in illuftration of the divine mercy, all that
can be faid in. commendation of the divine mer«
cy, will be efteemed as idle tales by thofe who de
not know themfelves to be guilty. Hence the
negligence and inconcern with which the gofpel
is received. Very many of thofe to whom it is
addrefled are infenfible of their danger. The
employments of the world ingrofs their time ; the
enjoyments of the world poffefs their affec-
tions : an-eternal unchangeable ftate is fuppofed
at too great a diftance to require their attention.
1 befeech you, my brethren, to confider, that
the time of your trial is wafting apace. Let
the commencement of another feafon * put you
in mind of its fpeedy paffage, and perfuade you
to look forward to the day of death or judge-

* Preached at the beginning of the year.
ment,
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ment, whenall offers of mercy, and exhorta-
tions to repentance, fhall ccafe, and when,
though there may be forgivenefs with God to alt
the proper objects of it in his extenfive domi-
nion, yet there fhall be no forgivenefs for you.
" 2. From what hath been faid you may ob- -
ferve, that the publication of divine mercy, that
the illuftration of the riches of divine grace in;
the gofpel, hath not the leaft tendency to leflens
our fenfe of the evil of fin, or the obligation
we lie under to obedience : on the coatrary, it
ferves greatly to improve both the one and the
other. When we endeavour to bring confola-
tion to the broken in heart; when we fet before
them the tender mercies of our God, and the
infinite compaffion of the Saviour; when we
prefs them to hearken to the invitations of the
gofpel; when we encourage them to reft their
falvation upon it, and to be at peace ; this only
ferves to excite their indigpation againtt fin, and
perfuade them to fly from it, to bring them to
the obedience of children, and fhed abroad the
love of God in their heagts.

3. From what hath been faid, you may
fee the difference between a real and feriptu-
ral difcovery of forgivenefs with God, and
that carelefs fecurity which arifes from a pre-
fomptuous reliance on his general mercy. The
ene prevents conviétion, the other produces it.
The general and common'plea of God’s mercy,
keeps the finner at eafe as.he is; but a real and
fcriptural difcovery of forgivenefs with God,
heals the broken in heart, and at the fame time -

¥ 3 increafes
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increafes their fenfe of the evil of fin, and their
abhorrence of every approach to it. -
Prefumption, and fuch views of God’s mer-’
cy as are taken by the fecure, arife entirely from
the extenuation of fin. The language of their
hearts is, ¢ Surely this is not fo great a matter,
¢ but God’s mercy will forgive it.” If you will
cither ferioufly examine yourfelves, or obferve;
with fome attention, the difcourfe of carelefs
worldly perfons, you will perceive this very
clearly. They comfort themfelves with the
thoughts ef their little comparative guilt, ra-
ther than of the certaimnty and greatnefs of di-
vine mercy. ¢ I'may perhaps,’ fays one of them,
¢ have been guilty of fuch or fuch fins; but E
cam fure I.never did fo or fo,” or perhaps as
fome others who immediately occur to their
minds as greater finners than themfelves, I
cannot help mentioning to you the faying of a
prince of eur own country, towards the clofe
of ljife, who had beerra remarkable libertine in
his younger years : ¢ I cannot think,” fays he *,
¢ that God will be fo hard as to damn a man
¢ for taking a little pleafuse out of the common
¢ road.”
' In oppoﬁuon to this, the true penitent fees
more than ever his inexcufable guilt as a finner,
‘but hopes for forgivenefs from God, as the ef-
fect of his own infinite grace, and the accom-
ph(hmcnt of his promifc in the gofpel. He
gives the whole glory of it to him; and ne-

* K Charlcs II. to Bithap Buract.
> ver
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ver thinks of diminithing the luftre of his
tranfcendent mercy, by covering or extenuating
the offence. Hence fecure perfons are cafily fa-
tisfied, while true penitents make fupplication
- with_ftrong crying and tears, They are often -
reconfidering the promife, and frequently que+
ftioning the ground on which their dtpendence:
has been placed. Hence alfo fecure: perfons feck
cafe to themfelves from the remonfirances of
confcience, by ftifling convi&ion, and offering’
excufes; but true penitents, by giving full force
to the accufation, and pleading the benefit of
the remiffion. To fay all in a word, the one
firuggles hard to be found innacent, the other

0 obtain mercy. T
4. From what hath been faid, you may fee
of how much moment it is to the Chriftian to
keep clear views of the mercy of God, as welt
as of his own intereft in it. The moment he
lofes the cemfortable fenfe of peace with God,
his chariot-wheels are troubled, and he drives
heavily. It makes his duty burdenfome, and
his trials infupportable. And o wonder, fince
he is not fo far left of God as to return to the
fecurity of finners; and at the fame time the
fource of his inward confolation is like a fpring
Sbut up, and a fountain feakd. For what end
are the promifes of God contained in fcripture ?
why are they put into your hands 7 why are
they repeated in your cars? Why, but for
preferving you in that peace which the world
cannot give, and which, blefled be God, it can-
not take away. Hear what your Saviour fays,
John
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John xvi. 33 * Thefe things I have {poken un-
% to you, that in me ye might have peace. In
¢ the world ye fhall baye tribulation : but be
¢ of good cheer, I haye overcome the world.”

5. In the laft place, You may fee from what
hath been faid, in what way you may moft ef-
fetually, and moft certainly, preferve your peace
with God, viz. By the frequent exercife of pe-
nitence and confeflion. This will fhew you the
neceffity of forgivenefs from God, This will
" conftrain you daily to feck for forgivenefs from
God. Beware of fecking or preferving peace
by the extenuation of fin, or by ftifling con-
vition. This may well lead you to floth and fe-
curity for a feafon, which lays the foundation
‘of the bittereft repentance of all ; but will never
give you the comfort of God’s children. He
that fhutteth his eyes upon his own fins, {halt
never fee the glory of divine mercy. Serious,
voluntary, deliberate humiliation, is the true
way of promoting both that fteadinefs in duty,
and that peace with God, which oughs to be
the Chriftian’s fupreme defire. Whatever dex
firoys felf-fufficiency promotes the growth of
true piety. The gofpel is particularly direfted

to thofe that fee their neceflity. It brings com-

fort to the mourner, help to the miferable, and.
mercy to the guilty, It isa great miftake to
think, that the contrition and penitence of the
children of God is hurtful to their eomfort,
for it is the very foundation of it; according to
that refrefhing promife, with w{nch I fhall con-
dude, I Ixi. 5. 2. 3. * The fpirit of the Lord

« God

N
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¢ God is upon me, becaufe the Lord hath a-
¢ nointed me to preach good tidings unto the
« meek, he hath feot me to bind up the broken-
¢¢ hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
% and the opening of the prifon to them that
“ are bound : to proclaim the acceptable year of
¢ the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our
¢ God, to comfort all that mourn : to appoint
¢ unto them that meurn ia Zion, to give unto
¢ them beauty for- afhes, the oil of joy- for
 mourning, the garment of praife for the {pirit
¢ of heavinefs, that they might be called trées
« of rightcoufnefs, the planting of the Lord,
¢ that he might be glorified.™

SER.



S E R MON IV.
_ The nature of Faith,

? JorN iii. 23

And this is his commandment, That we fbould be-
lieve on the name of his Son Fefus Chrift.

Attion Sermon,

E propofe, in a littde, to draw near te
God in the moft folemn a& of Chri-
ftian worfhip. With what humble folicitude
ought we to inquire, whether we are truly in-
tided to this great privilege, or may hope for
acceptance in this important duty, It is the
moft explicit, and the moft public profeffion we
can make of faith in the Redeemer’s blood;
and therefore none can do it in 2 proper man-
ner but thofe who have mdced beligved in the

Redeemer’s name.

Faith in Chrift is the great foundanon of our
peace with God. It is the great principle of
our fanification. It is the great diftin&tion
between the heirs of glory and the heirs of hell:
“ For he that believeth, and is baptized, fhall
¢ be faved ; but he that believeth not, fhall be
% damned.” And therefore no fubje can be of

mare

N
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more importance in general, or more fuited to
our prefent employment, than what is prefent-
ed to us in the words of the text: This is bis
commandment, That we fbould believe on the name
of his Son Fefus Chrift.

In the context, the apoftie is fpeaking of the
Chriftian’s confidence or perfuafion of his rela-
tion to God, ver. 20. 21.22. * For if our
s¢ heart condemn us, God is greater than our
¢ heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if
¢ our heart condemn us not, then have we
“ confidence towards God. And whatfoever
¢ we afk, we receive of him ; becaufe we keep
¢¢ his commandments, and do thofc things that
& are pleafing in his fight.”

Having thus mentioned the commandments
he points out in the words now read, the great
commandments of the gofpel, in their order,
And this is his commandment, That we fbould be-
Keve on the name of his Son Jefus Chrifft, and love
ene another, as he gave us commandment. My pur-
pofe at this time is, to confine myfelf to the firft
of thefe ; and open, in as comprchenfive and
pradtical a manner as I am able, what it is #o b¢-
Geve on the name of Fefus Chrift the Son of God;
and having done fo, to make fome praétical im-
provement of the fubje& ; particularly, by
prefling every hearer, in the moft carneft man-
ner, to obey this®ommandment of God

I. IN the fir/? place, then, I am to explain
-what it is to belicve on the name of Jefus Chrift

the Son of God, Many have been the contro-
verfics
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verfies raifed and agitated on this fubjedt, moft

of them unprofitable, and fome of them very

hurtful, as tending to difquiet and perplex the
minds of ferious perfons, and fometimes even
to furnifh an objetion to the enemies of the
gofpel. I fhall therefore avoid every thing of
this kind, as in general undefirable, and at this
time highly unfeafonable; and endeavour to lay
‘it down in fuch a mansner as I hope may be un.
derftood by the meancft real Chriftian, and may
afford to every exercifed foul ‘inward confola.
tion, and peace with God.

For this purpofe, I hope it will be fufficient

to obferve, that faith may be confidered in two
views; its object, and its aftings : 1ft, The objed?
of faith; that is to fay, the truths to be belie-
ved : adly, The aftings of faith; or what it is
to believe thefe to the faving of the foul. As
to the objeét of faith, it is thus exprefled in our
text, This is his commandment, That we fbould
belicve on the name of his Son Fefus Chrif.  Chrift
9efus, the Saviour, then, isthe object of faith.
This, in its full extent, includes every thing
that is revealed in the holy fcriptures, with re-
fpect to his perfon, charadter, and work, It
may indeed be faid to include the whole reveal-
ed will of God; becaufe every part of this will
has a more remote or immediate reference to
him. Chrift Jefus is ¢ the Afpha and Omega,
¢« the firft and the laft, the beginning and the
« ending,” of the will of ‘God as revealed for
our falvation. But as every thing elfe was
only introduétory and preparatory to his atone-

_ment,
*
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ment, orconfequent upon it, I fhall chiefly di-
re€t your attention to him as a faviour from
guilt and pollution. This the name of Jefus
immediately imports : Matth. i. 21. “ And thou
< fhalt call his name Jefus: for he fhall fave
“ his people from their fins.” In this view, I
think the objeét of faith may be fummed up in
the following particulars : :
1. That we are, by nature, in a ftate of fin, alic-
nated in heart from God, tranfgreffors of his law,
- and liable to his wrath. If this were not the cafe,
a faviour would not be neceflary ; falvation would
be a word without force, and even without mean-
ing. Itisaccerdingly found in experience, that till
there be ‘a convition of this truth upon the
coniCience, the tidings of a faviour are always
treated with neglet or difdain. Nothing can
be fironger than the language of fcripture on
this fubjet in many paffages; particularly, Matth,
xviii. 11, “ For the Son of man is come to fave
¢ that which was lot.” Luke v. 31. 32,
““ And Jefus anfwering, faid unto them, They
that are whole, need not a phyfician; but
¢ they that are fick. Icame not to call the
¢ righteous, but finners to repentance.” 1 fhall
alfo read to you the account of our natural
ftate, and the end of Chrift’s coming, given by
the apofile Paul, Eph. ii. 1. 5. “ And
*¢ you hath he quickened who were dead in trel-
¢ pafles and fins, wherein in time paft ye
*¢ walked according to the courfe of this world,
*¢ according to the prince of the power of the
“ air, thefpirit that now worketh in the children
. of difobedience. Among whom alfo we all

% had

[
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¢ had our converfation in times- paft, in the
« lufts of our fleth, fulfilling the defires of the
¢ flefh, and of the mind ; and were bv nature
« the children of wrath. even as others. But
¢ God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love
<« wherewith he loved us, even when we were
¢ dead in fins hath quickned us together with
¢« Chrift, (by grace ye are faved).” 1 forbear
to mention the proof of this from the hiftory
of the world, from the marks of God’s difplea-
fure againlt fin in the courfe of providence, and
from the teftimony of confcience, as I have
illuftrated them at confiderable length in other
difcourfes. Let it fuffice at prefent to fay, that
the firlt truth which is the objet of faith, is
the guilt and mifery of our nature.

2. The next part of the obje& of faith is,
that there is no way of recovery from this ftate
but by Chrift: Aésiv. 12, “ Neither is there
¢ falvation in any other : for there is none o-
¢ ther name under heaven given among men
¢ whereby we muft be faved.” If there were
any other, it would not be the command of God
that we fhould believe in the name of his Son
Jefus Chrift.  After men are in fome meafure
fenfible that they are guilty, it is often difficule
to convince them that they are helplefs, There
is fomething fo mortifying in this confideration,
and fo humbling to our pride, that it is with
great unwillingnefs we yield to it. Nay, after -
we have feemed to confefs it, we are often
ready to retratit. The finner has always a
pronenefs to feck fome refource in himfelf,

Hence
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Hence the difpofition to extenuate his guilt;
and if he cannot plead abfolute, to place fome
dependence upon comparative innocence. Hence
the difpofition to magnify human merit, as if,
by the value of fome good deeds, we could ba-
lance or eancel the guilt of our difobedience.
Hence the endlefs variety of human inventions,
of coftly facrifices and voluntary penance : Mi-
cah vi. 6. 7. “ Wherewith fhall I come before
¢ the Lord, and bow myfelf before the high
“ God ? fhall I come before him with burnt-
« offerings, with calves of a year old? Will
¢ the Lord be pleafed with thoufands of rams,
« or with ten thoufands of rivers of oil ? fhall
« I give my firft-born for my tranfgreffion, the
« fruit of my body for the fin of my foul?””
Fhe truth is, till the finner is ftripped of every
plea, and found to be without excufe, he will
fiill refufe to be indebted to the grace of his Re-
deemer. But hear ye the Spirit of God, Rev.
ii. 17. 18. ¢ Becaufe thou fayeft, I am rich,
“ and increafed with goods, and have need of
« nothing ; and knoweft not that thou art
“ wretched, and miferable, and poor, and
¢ blind, and naked. I counfel thee to buy of
< me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeft be
« rich; and white raiment, that thou mayeft
be clothed, and that the fhame of thy naked-
¢ nefs do not appear; and anoint thine eyes
¢ with eye-falve, that thou mayeft fee.”

3. This leads me to the third part of the
obje@ of faith, viz.” That the pardon of fin,
and peace with an offended God, is freely offer-

G2 : ed
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ed to the chief of finners through Chrit. The
two preceding truths are preparatory to this,
and ferve to point out its neceffity and moment,
This is the gracious meflage which was brought
into the world by the gofpel; and from which:
it derives its nmame, importing glad tidings.
‘What we are particularly to attend to here is, (1.)
that Chrift Jefus was fubftituted in the room of
finners, and fuffered, the juft for the unjuft,
that he might bring us to God ; that the holi-
nefs and juftice of God required an expiation of
fin, which was made by this immaculate vitim =
If. lili. 5. 6. * But he was wounded for our-
« tranfgreflions, he was bruifed for our iniqui-
¢ ties : the chaftifement of our pcace was upon
¢ him, and with his Rripes we are healed. All
“ we like fheep have gone aftray: we have
* turned every one to his own way, and the
< Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
Rom. iii. 25. “ Whom God hath fet forth to
¢« be a propitiation, through faith in his blood,,
"¢ to declare his righteoufnefs for the remiffion
¢¢ of fins that are paft, through the forbear-
« ance of God.” (2.) Another thing alfo to be
obferved, is the coaftitution of the fufferer’s
perfon. It was no lefs than the eternal and only
begotten Son of God. Thisis a circumftance
. of the utmoft moment, and on which the great-
eft ftrefs is manifeftly laid in feripture, Itisin-
cluded in the words of the text : ¢ This is his
¢ commandment, That we fhould believe on
¢ the name of his fon Jefus Chrift.” It is alfo
conftantly found in the early Confeffions of
Faith : John i. 49. * Nathanicl anfwered and.
“ faid
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‘ faid unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of
“ God, thou art the King of Ifrael.” Matth.
xvi. 16, * And Simon Peter anfwered and faid,.
¢ Thou art Chrift, the Son of the living God.”
A&s viii. 37. « And Philip faid,. If thou be.
“ lieveft with all thine heart, thou mayeft. And
“ he anfwered and faid, I believe that Jefus
¢ Chrift is the Son of God.” Unlefs this is at~
tended to, we fhall neither be fufficiently fen- -
fible of the evil of fin, which required fuch an
atonement, nor of the love of God which pro-
vided it, nor of the power of the Saviour to
exccute it; nor can we have fuch encourage-
ment to put our truft in it.. '
From thefe two circumftances you may be di-
relted to contemplate the leading and principal
objeét of faith, viz. the only begotten Son of -
God dying in our room, and purchafing our
pardon. Jefus, the mediator of the new cove-
nant, having finithed his work, invites weary
and heavy-laden finners to ceme unto him ; and
affures them, that the higheft demands of the
law are anfwered, that their debt is fully paid,.
and nothing is now to be laid to their charge :
Rom. viii. 33. 34. ¢ Who {hall lay any thing
*¢ to the charge of God’seleét * Itis God that
¢ juftifieth : Who is he that'condemneth ? It is
« Chrift that died, yea rather, that is rifen a-
¢ gain, who is even at the right hand of God,
* who alfo maketh interceflion for us.” Rev.
xxii. 17. *“ And the Spirit and the bride fay,
* Come. And let him that heareth, fay, Come. .
* And let him that is athirft, come : and who-
) G 3 ¢ Lfocver
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¢ foever will, let him take the water of life free-
“ iy : :

4. In the Ilaft place, The object of faith is

the power of Chrift to renew our natures, to de-

liver us from the bondage of corruption, and
bring us into the glorious liberty of God’s chil-

dren. We muft never feparate the Redeemer’s

merit and his power. Convition is imperfect
unlefs we fee our flavery, as well as mifery, and
unfeignedly defire deliverance from both. Neither
do we properly apprehend the extent of Chrift’s
undertaking, unlefs we view him exalted as a
prince and a faviour to give repentance to Ifrael,
and remiflion of fins. There are two. things e-
qually effential to the gofpel upon this particular.
(1.) The neceflity of being fan&tified. Salvation
in fin is not promifed; falvation or happinefs in
fin is not poffible ; and thercfore all who hope
~ for falvation through Churift, muft be renewed in
the fpirit of their minds. Thenceforth they
muft not ferve fin: 2 Cor. v. 17. « If any man
“¢ be in Chrift, heisa new creature: old things
« are paffed away, behold, all things are become
« new,” If the wrath of God is revealed againft
all ungodlinefs of men, it muft ftill abide on the
children of difobedience. (2.) The other thing
to be obferved is, that the fanification of the
‘believer is the purchafe of Chrift’s blood, and
the work of his Spirit. This is plain through
the whole of +the fcriptures both of the Old
'Ccftament and the New: Ezek. xaxvi. 23.
26, 27. ¢ Then will I fprinkle clean water up-
“ onyou, and ye fhall be clean : from all your
« flthine(s,
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% filthinefs, and from.all your idols will I cleanfe
‘ you. A new heart alfo will I give you, and
¢ a new {pirit will.I put within you, and I will
¢ take away the ftony heart out of your flefh,
¢ and I will give you an-heart of fleth. And I
¢ will put my Spirit within you, and caufe you
¢ to-walk in my ftacutes, and ye fhall keep my
judgments, and do- them.” John xv. 4. §.
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itfelf, except it abide in
the vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide in
¢ me. Iam the vine, ye are the branches:.
¢ he that abideth in me, and I in him, the fame
¢ bringeth forth much fruit: for without me
¢« ye can-do nothing.” Nothing can.be ftrong-
er than the language ufed on this fubjeét : ¢ His
“¢ grace is fufficient for us; his firength is made
« perfet in weaknefs.” ¢ By the grace of
« God,” fays the Apoftle, * 1 am what I am.”
And again, ¢ NotI, but the grace of God
“ which was with me.” Nay, he is faid “ to
“ work in us both to will and to do of his good
¢« pleafure,” All this fhows, that there is no
room left for the finner to glory; but that the
whole of his lofs by the fall, both his inte-
grity and his happinefs, may be recovered, and
can only be recovered, through Chrift. This is
the fum of evangelical truth, this is the fource
of evangelical holinefs: Gal. ii. 16,——20.
« Knowing that 2 man is not juftified by the
« works of the law, but by the faith of Jefus
¢ Chrift, even we have believed in Jefus Chrift;

« that we might be juftified by the faith of
« Chrift,
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« Chrift, and not by the works of the law : for
¢ by the works of the law fhall no flefh be jufti--
« fied. Bautif while we feck to be juftified by
¢« Chrift, we ourfelves alfo are found finners, is:
« therefore Chrift the minifter of fin.? God:
« forbid. For if I build again the things which
“ I deftroyed, I make myfelfa tranfgreflor.
% For I through the law am dead to the law,
« that I might live unto God. I am crucified
« with Chrift: neverthelefs Ilive; yet not I,
¢ but Chrift liveth in me :- and the life which
“ now live in the flefh, I live by the faith of the
¢ Son of God, who loved me, and gave him-
« {elf for me.”

I proceed now, in the _/écond place, to:
eonfider the altings of faith, or what is implied
in believing thefe truths to the faving of the
foul. And I cannot help obferving to you, that:
it is but in compliance with common cuftom, or
at leaft with she prefent ftate of things, that I
fay much upon this part of the fubje®t. Iam
perfuaded it is of much more confequence, and
much more proper, to dire&t you to the objeét of
faith in God’s revealed will, to explain it in all
its extent, and to prefs it withall the evidence
that attends it, than to examine curioufly into,
and diftinguith nicely upon the nature of faith,.
as it is an a&t of the human mind. 1do not
find, ‘that the fcripture fays much upon the a&
of believing ; but itis in a manner wholly em-
ployed in telling us wha# we ought to believe, both
with regard to our apoftafy and recovery. We
do indeed read in feripture of believing with alk

tke
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the heart. We read alfo of a temporary faith
in the ftony-ground hearers ; and of the firength’
and weaknefs of faith. But all this feems, ag
leaft chiefly, to relate to the firmnefs or uncer-
tainty of our perfuafion of, or affent to the
truths which are addrefled to us in the name of
God., The fimpleft view of faith feems to be
receiving ¢ the record which God hath given
“ us of his Son.” Agreeably to this, the re-
verfe of faith in feripture is doubting : Matth,
xiv. 31. O thou of little faith, wherefore didft:
¢ thou doubt ?* Matth. xxi. 21. * Jefus an-
¢ {wered and faid unto them, Verily I fay un-
“ to you, If ye have faith and doubt not, ye
¢ fhall not only do this which is done to the
¢ fig-tree, but alfo, if ye fhall fay unto this
“ mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou
% caft into the fea ; it fhall be done.”

But, my brethren, fince there have been que-
fions upon this fubje&, and fince it is certain
from experience that there is a deceitfulnefs in
the human heart, and a fuppofed faith, which:
yet is vain and fruitlefs, I fhall obferve, that the
atings aof faith may be refolved into the three
following particulars, or that the faith of God’s
elet will difcover idfelf by the three following
effedts.

1. A firm affént of the underftanding to.
what is revealed of Chrift in feripture ; particu-
larly as fummed up in the preceding part of this.
difcourfe : That you believe the loft and helplefs.
ftate of man by nature and pracice : That Chrift
is able to fave to the utwermoft; and that he

hath
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hath made effetual provifion, both for expia-
ting your guilt and purifying your hearts, Per-
haps you will think this is ealy, and be ready to-
fay, that you have from your youth given, and
that you do at this moment give, entire credit.
to the whole. But, my brethren, there is
more here than you are aware of: there is a
great difference between a common and tradi-
tionary belief, which was never tried, and that
inward and perfonal conviftion- which dwells.
in the heart, and therefore will govern the life..
If any man believe, that all the pofterity of A-
dam are in a ftate of guilt and mifery, one
would think it unavoidable that he muft per-
ceive his own danger as a part of the whole;
and yet I am perfuaded, it is ufually a perfonal.
conviction of guilt and danger by the law upon:
the confcience that firft opens the finner’s eyes
upon the general truth; and then his own in-
tereft makes it bulk in his apprehenfion, and
raifes in him an earneft folicitude, both to exa--
mine into the caufe of the difeafe, and to afk.
afier the method of cure.

There is another way of confidering the af-
fent of the underftanding to divine truth. The:
teftimony of faith is oppofed to the teftimony
of fenfe. Faith tells us, that our only happi--
‘mefs is in the favour of God, and that this can
only be obtained through Chrift; that eternity
is coming on; and that there is no time to be
loft. Senfe, on the other hand, tells us, that
the world is good, that its delights are pleafant,
and that our comfort is here; not forgetting to.

reprefent
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seprefent the fervice of God as a burden and
drudgery., In the mean time, the corrupt
principle within, aflents to the delufion, and
aflifts in blinding the mind; adding, that
whatever may be in religion, the danger may
be warded off by a late repentance. It is not
enough then to give a cold and general affent
to the truths of religion when they are not
contradied, but to believe the teftimony of
faith, in oppofition to the fuggeftions of fenfe ;
or, in other words, 2o walk by faith, and not by
Jfight. That this may be brought to the teft, I
obferve, :

2. That faith implies the confent and appro-
bation of the heart to every truth with regard to
Chrift’s perfon and charaéer, and falvation thro’
his blood. To every belicver, the plan of redemp-
tion by the Mediator of the new covenant, appears
not only true, but wife, reafonable, gracious,
and neceffary. This, my brethren, particular-
ly diftinguithes true faith, not only from unbe-
lief and fecurity, but from an empty and barren
profeffion. The carelefs defpife the truth, the
believer adores it; the half Chriftian is athamed
of it, the believer glories in it: ¢ God forbid,”
fays the apoftle, Gal. vi. 14. * that I fthould glo-
« ry_fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chritt.”
1 Pet. ii. 7. « Unto you therefore which be-
< lieve, he is precious: but unto them which
<« be- difobedient, the ftone which the builders
¢ difallowed, the fame is made the head of the

4¢ corner.”

I believe indeed it is ufually a deep and heart-
’ felt

.
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felt conviCtion of danger, which firft perfuades
the finner of the truth, and makes the trembling
penitent a willing believer. Butbecaufe there may
be fometimes a belief of that truth, which we do
not efteem, nay, even a jealoufy and fufpicion
of the truth of what we inwardly hate, 1 have
added, that faith implies the confent and appro-
bation of the heart. The whole do&rine of re-
demption appears to the believer moft admirably
calculated to promote the glory of God, and fe-
cure the falvation of finners. Even what bears
hardeft upon man, taking away the foundation
of {elf-righteoufnefs and felf-dependence, ap-
pears to him perfe@tly reafonable : he not only
fubmits to it, but embraces and clofes with it,
He fees the law to be holy; he confefles the
threatening to be juft; and he is not only con-
tent, but thankful, that his prefent deliverance
and future fecurity depend, not on himfelf, but
on the Redeecmer. He is willing to be only and
cternally indebted to the unmerited mercy and
{overeign grace of God in Chrift Jefus.

Thus you fee the do&rine of falvation is repre-
{ented in fcripture under the form of a blefling to
be received, as well as a truth to be believed : If.
lv. 1. 2, 3. ¢ Ho, every one that thirfteth, come
¢ ye to the waters, and he that hath no money;
‘¢ come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine
« and milk without money, and without price.
+ Wherefore do ye fpend meoney for that which
“¢ is not bread ? and your labour for that which
¢ fatisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me,
¢ and eat ye that which is good, and let your

« {oul
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¢ foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your car,
 and come unto me; hear, and your foul fhall
¢ live, and I will make an everlafting covenant
< with you, even the fure mercies of David.”
Matth, xi. 28. “ Come unto me, all ye that la-
“ bour, and are heavy laden, and I will give
“you reft.” And indeed the infpired writers
always fpeak of it in fuch terms as fhew them-
felves not only fatisfied of the truth, but deeply
penetrated with a fenfe of the greatnefs of the
mercy : Eph. iii. 17. 18. 19. « That Chrift may
‘¢ dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye being
% rooted and grounded in love, may be able to
“ comprehend with all faints, what is the
‘“’breadth, and length, and depth, and height;
«¢ and to know the love of Chrift, which pafleth
“ knowledge, that ye might be filled thh all
“ the fulnefs of God.”

3. In the laft place, faith implies fuch a per-
fonal application of the truths of the gofpel as
produceth repofe of confcience, dependence and
reliance on the Saviour. This, my brethren,
is the point firft in view, and the termination
-of the whole ; and I cannot help thinking,-
that it is fo effential to faith, that faith
-and truft are often put reciprocally for one
another in the New Teftamcnt; as in Eph.
i. 12. 13. * That we fhould be to the praife of
« his glory, who firft trufted in Chrit. In
« whom ye alfo trufted after that ye heard the
« word of truth, the gofpel of your falvation: -
“ in whom alfo after that ye believed, ye were
¢ fealed with that holy Spirit of promife.”

Vor. L H
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1 do not mean to fay, that divine faith is a
belief that Chrift died for me in particular. I
know the ftrong objeétions which lie againft that
form of expreflion. The obje& of faith is,
that Chrift died for loft finners of the race of
Adam. But as it can hardly be fuppofed, that
any give their affent to this truth till they are
convinced that they themfelves are finners, fo,
if they believe that there is no falvation in any
other, and that he is able to fave to the utter-
moft, .it feems to follow of neceflity, that they
will reft and rely Ll upon him alone for falvar
“ tion as he is offered in the gofpel.” This is

~ certainly the view given us of the matter in the

holy fcripture: Rom, v. 1. “ Therefore being
*¢ juftified by faith, we have peace with God,
¢¢ through our Lord Jefus Chrift,” Heb. vi.
18. ¢ That by two immutable things, in which
¢ it was impoffible for God to lic, we might
¢ have a ftrong confolation, who have fled for
¢¢ refuge to lay hold upon the hope fet before
“ us.” Faith and defpair are inconfiftent,
Faith and hope are infeparable. The glory of
the Redeemer’s perfon, the perfection of his at-
onement, and his ability to fave, are all fet bes -
fore us in the gofpel; and if we cannot rely up-
en him, if we cannot truft qur falvation in his
hands, it certainly arifes from fome doubt or
difappropation of thefe interefting truths, If

- you doubt of the truth, it is no wonder that

you diftruft the promife; but if you are truly
and inwardly fatisfied of Chrift’s power and mer»
€y, you will clofe with him, as your Saviour,

and
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and fay unto him, in the words of Thomas,
when his doubts were removed, ¢ My Lord,
¢ d@nd my God.” Thus 1 have fhortly given
you a view of the adtings of faith : which may
all be reduced to what I have endeavoured to
illuftrate ; the affent of the underftanding, the
approbation of the heart, and thefe jointly pro-
ducing repofe of confcience and peace with God.

1I. I proceed now, in the /z/ place, to make
fome praétical improvement of what hath been
faid on this important fubje®t. And, in the

1/? place; Hence learn the abfolute neceflity
of felf-denial, and how much: it ought to prevail
in- the temper of a Chriftian, - In explaining to
you the objet of faith, I have endeavoured to
Iay before you the nature of the gofpel-meflage,
and -the fubftance of the truth as it is in Jefus,
" viz. the loft and helplefs ftate of man by na-
ture, forgivenefs through the blood of Chrift,
and fandification as the work of his Spirit, If
this view is juft, then religion muft be begun,
preferved, improved, and perfected, by union
_ with Chrift, If this view is juft, then all felf:

righteoufnefs and felf dependence is a denial of
Chrift. And indeed, fuch is the life of a belie-
ver, if the condué of the great apoftle of the
Gentiles may be taken for an example : Phil.iv,
13. * I can do all things through Chrift which
# firengtheneth me.”

2. Hence alfo learn the neceffity of a new na-
ture, in order to a new life. If the old nature is
indeed in ruins, it will be loft labour to begin to

: ' H 2 build
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build without a new foundation. And if the foun-
dation is ill laid, however beautiful the fuper--
firutture, the fabric cannot be lafting. The
_ not attending to this is vifibly the eaufe of ma-
ny mifcarriages. Men often refolve upon fome
amendment of life, from prudence, convenien-
cy, or cven from imperfeét convictions, and
fome apprehenfion of eternity itfelf. But
though thefe refolutions are formed with feem-
ing fincerity, inherent corruption foon be-
comes too ftrong for fuch feeble oppofition.
Remember therefore our Saviour’s caution,
¢ Either make the tree good, and his fruit
¢ good; or make the tree corrupt, and his fruit
* corrupt.” If you defire to live a life of holi-

nefs or virtue, apply to God through Chrift,

for the pardon of ypur fins, and peace with.
him. Intreat of him alfo, in the fame prcvaxlmg
. mame, that by lus grace he would implant in.
you  a new heart, and a new fpirit, that you
“ may walk in his ways, and obfcrvc his judge-

¢ ments to do them.”

3. Learn alfo how' injurious they are to the
doftrine of falvation by faith in Chrift, who flan-.
der it as unfriendly to holinefs of life. So far
from being unfavourable to holinefs, it makes the
moft effeftual provifion for it. Obedience to the
whole law of God, is embraced by every believer
as his choice, and promifed as his duty : only he
expedts to derive firength from his Redeemer to
enable him to difcharge it. I defire to bear
witnefs, and fo will every faithful minifter of
the New Tc&amcm, that Chrift came not to:

deftroy.
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deftroy the law, but to fulfil ir. He hath not
only left it in its full force upon the confcience,
but he hath added to its obligation. The awful
fandtion of the law fhall take place upon every
impenitent finner. It is well reprefented by the
flying roll, in the prophecies of Zechariah, .
chap. v. 3. 4. “ Then faid he unto me, This is.
s« the curfe that goeth forth over the face of the
¢ whole earth : for every one that ftealeth,
¢ fhall be cut off as on this fide, according to
¢ it; and every one that fweareth, fhall be cut
« off as on that fide, according to it. I wilk
¢ bring it forth, faith the Lord of hofts, and:
¢ it fhall enter into the houfe of the thicf, and
< into-the houfe of him that fweareth falfely by
¢ my name ; and it fhall remain in the midft of
« his houfe, and fhall confume it, with the tim-
¢ ber thereof, and the ftones thereof.” See
alfo the fuperadded fan&tion of the gofpel,
Heb. x. 28. 29. ¢ He that defpifed Mofes law,,
¢ died without mercy, under two or three wit-
« nefles : of how much forer punifhment,
« fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought worthy, who
¢ hath trodden under foot the Son of God,
¢ and hath counted the blood of the covenant,
¢ wherewith he was fan&ified, an unholy thing,
* and hath done defpite unto the Spirit of
« grace ?” Hear it, my brethren, hear it for
your fouls fake, any known fin allowed in' the
heart or converfation, is as inconfiftent with fal-
. vation under the covenant of grace as under
the covenant of works; or rather, to fpeak
more properly, as many as contiaue in the prac-
' H3 tice
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tice of fin are condemned already, and remain
under the power of that minifiration of death.
To delight in the law of the Lord after the in-
ward man, is the fruit of faith, the charaer
of the new nature, and neceflagy to fit you for
the divine prefence.

4. Suffer me to-fay a few words, for the re-
proof and convi&tion of thofe who are living in
contempt of the gofpel. Alas! how many are
there who turn a deaf ear to the moft earneft
and prefling invitations addrefled to them in
the word of God, and inforced by his provi-
dence ! There are two forts of defpifers of the
gofpel : (1.) Thofe who are open and avowed
enemies to the doéirine of the gofpel, who de-
fert it, defpife it, or flander it. Too many
there are of this charater in the prefent age,
to whom the crofs of Chrift is foolifhnefs. O
how deplorable is their folly! and how aggra- .
vated their guilt! If this is the divine com-
~ mandment, That we fhould believe in the name

of the Son of God; and if there is truth in the
divine word, ¢ That there is no falvation in any
« other ;7 miferable indeed muft be the ftate of
thofe who are found thus fighting againft God.
Will it be a light thing to be found defpifers of
all that_grace and love manifefted in the gofpel ?
How heavy is the threatening, in our Saviour's
own words, againft thofe who defpife the pre-
cious corner ftong, and tried foundation, which is
laid in Zion, Matth. xxi. 44. * And whofoever
« {hall fall on this fione, fhall be broken : but
« on whomfoever it fhall fall, it will grind him .

' “ to
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# to powder.” (2.) They are defpifersof the °
gofpel who, profefling belief in the do&rine
of Chrift, continue to live in- unrighteoufnefs.
He came to turn you: from all your tranfgref
fions, as well as to deliver you from condemna-

ton. His power is particularly illuftrated in:
bringing finners “ from' darknefs-to light,. and.

« from the power of Satan untoGod.” The
end of his coming is loft as to all thofe who corr-
tinue in-fin. 1f they are called by his-name, they
are a fcandal to it ; if they form any hopes
from his fufferings, they will be difappointed:;
if they advance any claim to his mercy, it will
be rejefted; if they plead relation to him, he
will openly renounce them : Matth, vii. 21. 22.
23. “ Not every one that faith unto me, Lord,
¢ Lord, fhall enter into the kingdom of hea-
¢ ven : but he that doth the will of my Father
¢ which is in heaven. .Many will fay to me in

- ¢ that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophe-

 fied in thy name? and in thy name have
¢ calt out devils ? and in thy name done many
¢ wonderful works ? And then will I profefs
* unto them, I never knew you: depart from
“ me ye that work iniquity.”

5. In the lf place, Suffer me, in the moﬁ
carneft manner, to befeech every finner in this
aflembly, to believe in the name of the Son of
God. Ifay, every finner, becaufe thofe only
who are fenfible that they are finners, will be o-
bedient to the call. Are you not therefore fen-
fible of your guilt and danger? Are your uo-
derftandings fo blinded ? Is natural confcience it-

felf
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felf fo feared, that you.do not fee how much:
you ftand in need of a faviour ? Remember, |
that if there be any truth in the whole compafs-
of natural and revealed religion that cannot be
fpuken againft, it'is this, That God «'is of purer-
¢ eyes than that he can behold iniquity;” and
that, for this reafon, “ he will render to every:
“ man according to his works.” It is-a truth
engraven upon the confcience, and ratified by
the courfe of providence ; the Heathens difcover--
ed it through the thickeft darknefs; and the
guilty confefs it by-their daily fears. What a.
harveft of converts would I bring in even in this
affembly, if I could butlead to the Saviour eve--
ry one that believes, in fome meafure, in a
judgement to come . 'What an aftonifhing dif-
order is brought into our nature by fin! What
a marvellous delufion is .upon the mind, and
what inconfiftency is there in the conduét of fin-
ners ! It is-hard to fay, which of the two is moft
amazing; their backwardnefs to receive the
truth, or their unwillingnefs to obey it ; their .
inattention to evidence, on- the one hand, or
their forgetfulnefs of what they do believe, up-
on the other. Is there any perfon within thefe
walls, who doubts that he is to die; or who
does not believe, that he muft be judged after
death? Are you then ready for the trial?
Have you ferved your Maker ! Have you loved
him abpve all? ‘Have you lived to his glory?
Have you fought and placed your happinefs in
his favour ?  Or are you fenfible that iniquities
have prevailed againft you? Have they now
taken
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taken hold upon you, {fo that you cannot lift
your eyes?’ Behold, 1 preach peace to you by Je-
fus Chrift. Believe in his name and merits for
your pardon ; rely on his grace and Spirit for
your reformation ; and return to God, through
him, as your unchangeable portion. This is
the tenor of the gofpel: Luke xxiv, 46. 47.
¢« Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Chrift-
¢ to fuffer, and to rife from the dead the third
« day : and that repentance and remiffion of
4 fins fhould be preached in his name, among,
« all nations, beginning at Jerufalem.”
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SERMON V.

Chrift’s death a proper atonement for fin.

t Joux ii. 2.

Ard ke is the propitiation for our fins : and nat Sor

ours only, but alfo for the fins of the whole
world, , ,

AEtion Sermonm,

Y brethren, To as many as have any be-
lief of eternity, it muft be a matter of
unfpeakable moment to know, how they may
have confidence towards God. This inquiry be-
comes, if poffible, ftill more ferious, when we
confider man as in a lapfed and corrupt ftate by
nature, as guilty, and obnoxious to his Maker’s
righteous judgement. Then it becomes neeeffa-
ry, not only to preferve the favour, not only
to avoid the difpleafure, but to feek for fome
thelter or covering from the wrath of God.
This is the account given us of our condition
- in feripture ; which, as it is a2 truth of the ut-
moft importance, lying at the foundation of alt
religion, I have often endeavoured both to ex-
plain and inforce. And happy, . happy they
who have heard with application; happy they
whofe eyes have been opened on their danger as
finners; who have feen and felt the evil of fin,
as a departure from, and rebellion againft a moft
. holy,
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hely, righteous,and gracious God. Happy they,
who, rejeéting the vain reafonings of the carnal
mind, and the cobweb-defences of the thort-
fighted creature, have been laid proftrate as guil-
ty and helplefs, before the fovereign and almighty
Creator. Al mankind, inthe feveral ages of
the world, have in general difcovered fuch a jea-
loufy of their condition, and have fo far felt
the reproof and condemration of natural cop-
{cience, that their attempts and inventions have
been innumerable to appeafe the offended Deity,
But blefled be the name of God, we are not
left to any uncertainty as to this important que-
ftion, 'We may chearfully apply eur minds to it,
and receive unfpeakable confolation “ through
« the tender mercy of our God ; whereby the day-
¢ fpring from on high hath vifited us.” The way
to life and peace is fully explained in the glo-
rious gofpel of the Son of God. We are in-
deed, by nature, guilty finners, enemies to God
in our minds, and by wicked works; but there
is a gracious provifion made for our recovery in
the mediation of Chrift. This is the firong
hold and refuge of the finner; it is the founda-
tion-ftone and confidence of the believer. In
the-8th and gth verfes of the preceding chapter,
the apoftle John fays, « If we fay that we have
¢ no fin, we deceive ourfelves, and the truth is
#¢ not in us. If we confefs our fins, he is faith-
¢« ful and juft to forgive us our fins, and to’
« cleanfe us from all unrighteoufnefs.” And in
the verfe preceding the text, ¢ My litte chil-
% dren, thefe things write I unto you, that ga
$¢ n
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< finnot. And if any man fin, we have an ad-
« vocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righ-
« teous.” He then teaches the Chriftian to live
by faith in the Saviour’s blood: 4nd ke is the
propitiation for our fins. And that he might fur-
ther illufirate the extent and.efficacy of the great
atonement, he adds, and not for curs only, but
alfo for the fins of the whele world, In further
difcourfing on this fubje&, I prapofe, through
the affiftance of divine grace, . .

1. To confider Chrift as the propitiation for
fin, or what is implied in his being fo called.

2. To confider the extent of this propitiation,
or its being for the fins -of the whole world.
And, '

3. To make fome pra&ncal mprovement of
the fubjeét.

I. FirsT, then, Let us confider Chrift as the
propitiation for fin, or what is implied in his being
Jfocalled. We find our Saviour defigned as a
propitiation in feveral other paffages of fcrip-
tyre; asin this epiftle, chap. iv. jo. ¢ Herein
¢ is love, not that we loved God, but that he
“ loved us, and fent his Son to be the propitia-
“ tion for our fins;” and Rom. iii. 23.
“¢ Whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation
¢ through faith in his blood.” It is the opinion
.of many learned men, that Chrift is called
a propitiation, or, the propitiation, in allufion to
the mercy-feat above the ark, which was fet up-
at firft in the tabernacle, and afterwards in the,
temple in the moft holy place. To confirm this, -

I
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itis obferved, that the original word here ufed
is the fame which the Greek tranflators of the
Old Teftament always ufe to denote the mercy-
feat, and which the apoftle to the Hebrews ufes
when fpeakieg of the fame fubjet, Heb. ix. s,
¢ And aver it the cherubims of glory thadow-
« ing the mercy-feat: of which we cannot now
« {peak particularly.” But I apprehend there
i fome inverfion of the order of things in this
remark : for Chrift is not called a propitiation
in allufion to the mercy-feat, which, indepen-
dent of him, could ill bear that denomination :
but the mercy-feat hath this title given to it be-
-caufe it was an eminent type of Chrift. It beau-
tifully indeed reprefented the benefit which we
desive from him as our propitiation, For 34
God, by the Shechinah, or fymbol of his pre-
fence, dwelt of old upon the mercy-feat, be-
tween the cherubims, and was from that place
propitious to his people ; fo now God dwells in
Chrift, and by him recenciles finners to himfelf ;
2 Cor. v. 19.  To wit, that God was in Chrift,
_% reconciling the world unto Kimfelf, not im-
“ puting their trefpafles unto them; and hath
% committed unte us the word of recoacilia-
“ tion.” In that ancient difp:ofation, ‘every
worthipper was to look toward the mercy-feaf;
and it was from thence that God accepted them,
and gave intimations of their acceptance: fo it
is through Chrift, or in his name, that we have
now accefs to God ; and it is in him that he
fheweth us favour, and maketh us accepted :
Eph.i. 6. ¢« To the praife of the glory of his

Vor. L I, ¢ grace, -
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« grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in
“ the beloved.” It was from the mercy-feat
that God fpake to his people by the interven-
tion of the high-prieft, and by Urim and Thum-
mim; {o it is by his Son that God now {peaks
to us, and fhews us the way of {alvation:
Matth. xvii. 5. “ This is my beloved Son, in
“ whom [ am well pleafed ; hear ye him.”

" But the true and proper meaning of Chrift’s
being a propitiation, is to be taken from the
facrificés in general, and particularly points at
Lis undertaking the office of mediator or peace-
maker between God and man, and in-that ca-
pacity fuffering the wrath of God in the room
of finners. By this he appeafeth him, render-
eth him propitious or gracious to us, and pur-
chafeth our pardon: Rom. iii. 25. *“ Whom
¢ God hath fet forth to be a propitiation, thro’
¢« faith in his blood.” Remember how inti-
mately it is conne&ted with.redemption, anether
expreflion which runs through the whole of
the New Teftament, and is confidered as e-
quivalent to the forgivenefs of fins: Eph.i. 7.
# In whom we have redemption through his
« blood, the forgivenefs of fins, according to
“ the riches of his grace.” Now, redemption
certainly fignifics purchafing or buying with a
price.

The facrifices under the Mofaic ceconomy
did all of them imply a fubftitution in room of
_fomeihing that had been forfeited, or was due.
It is oblerved by one eminent for his knowledge

of Jewith antiquities, that befides what was done
whn
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when any particular perfon prefented a fin-of-
fering, at the continual burnt-offering there
were certain men appointed to reprefent the
. whole congregation of Ifracl. Their oflice was,
fo lay their hands upon the head of the lamb,
and thus as it were transfer the guilt from the
people to the vi&im. On this account they
were called fationary men, becaufe they attend-
ed continually for this end. And as the very
purpofe of the facrifices under the law was, to
typify the facrifice of Chrift, they are a f{tand-
ing evidence of the early and original reference
to him, as the ground of divine mercy.
Nothing is more undeniably true, than that
the offering of facrifices was both early and u«
niverfal in cvery nation under heaven; and ie
is no lefs certain, that thofe who ufed them did
confider them ‘as expiatory, or propitiatory, to
render the offended Deity phacable, and obtain
his mercy. This was at once a confeflion of
guilt, and a declaration, that they apprehended
the necceffity and propriety of an atonement,
Neither is it poffible to account for the univer-
fal prevalence of facrifices in any tolerable man-
ner, but by fuppofing, that they were the re-
mains of what had been taught in the ages im-
mediately after the fall, by divine appointment,
1 apprehend it is alfo undeniably evident,
that this is the light in which the facrifice of
Chrift is reprefented in the holy fcriptures.
How many paflages might be adduced to this
purpofe ? In ancient prophecy, this part of his
work is fct forth in the following manner;
I2 i,
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If lifi. 4. 5. 6. 7.8. ¢ Surely he hath bora our

< griefs, and carried our forrows: yet we did
¢ efteem him fricken, fmirten of God, and -
¢ affliCted. But he was wounded for our tranf-
¢ greflions, he was bruifed for our iniquities :
‘ thre chafiifement of our peace was upon him,.
¢ and with his firipes we arc healed. All we
% like theep have gone aftray : we have turn-
* ed every one to his own way, and the Lord
“ hath laid on him the iniquity of usall. He
* was opprefled, and he was affliCted, yet he:
‘¢ opened pot his mouth : he is brought as a
“ lamb to the Oaughter, and as a fheep before:
‘“ her fhearers is dumb, fo he openeth not his
 mouth. He was taken from prifon and from.
* judgement : and who fhall declare his gene-
*“ ration 2 for he was cut off out of the land of
“ the living : for the tran{greffion of my people
 voas he firicken.” Dan. ix. 24. © Severty
% wecks are determined upon thy people, and.
«.upon thy holy city, to finith the vanfgrefion,
%« and to make an end of fins, and to make re-
conciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever-
lafting righteoufnefs, and to feal up the vi-
* fion and prophecy, and to anoint the molt
¢ Holy.”

In the New Teftament, he tells us, he was to.
lay down his life for his people : Jobnx. 11. “ [
« am the good fhepherd : the good fhepherd:
« giveth his life for the theep.” The fame
thing he plainly fays in the inflitution of the fa-
crament of the Lord’s fupper, Matth. xxvi, 26.
37 28. « And as they were cating, Jefus took:
- ¢ bread,

-
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« bread, and bleffed it, and brake it, and gave-
¢ it to the difciples, and faid, Take, eat; this is-
“ my body. And he took the cup, and gave
¢ thanks, and gave it to them, faying, Drink
« ye all of it : for this is my blood of the new
* teftament, which is thed: for many for the re-
* miffion of fins.” That his body broken and:
btood fhed for his people, was to be underftood:
of his being made a fin-offering,. is plainly tefti--
fied in the apoftolic writings: 2 Cor.v. 21.
« For he hath made him to be fin for us, who-
* knew no fin ; that we might be made the righ-
“reoufnefs of God in Him.” Gal. iii. 13.”
¢ Chrift hath redeemed wus from the cuife of
¢ the law, being made a curfe for us: for it is.
s¢ written, Curfed is every one that hangeth o
«“atree.” Heb. ix. 26. 27..28. “ But now
« once in the end of the world, hath he appears
% ed to-put- away fin by the facrifice of himfelfi
% And as it is appointed unto men once to die,.
‘ but after this the judgement : fo Chrift was:
s once offered to- bear the fins of many; and.
* unto-them that look for him, fhall.he appear-
¢ the fecond time, without fin; unto falvation.”’
See alfo the .aflertion of the apoftle Peter,.
1 Pet.iii, 18. “Chrift alfo hath once fuffered: -
% for fins, the juft for theunjuft, (that he mights
* bring us to God), being put to death in the-
« flefh, but quickened by the Spirit.”  Itis e
vidently alfo on.this account, that he is called!
the Lamb of God, and we are called to attend!
o) lnm in thac capacity : John i. 29. * Beholdt
) 13 s the:



102 Chriff's death a proper Ser. 5.

¢ the Lamb of God, which taketh away the fin
¢ of the world.”

It is lamentable to think, that there ﬂlould be
any who call themfelves Chriftians, and yet re-
fufe to acknowledge this truth, which is wo-
ven, if I may fo fpeak, through the whole con-
texture, both of the law and gofpel. It brings
to my mind the ftory of an ancient artift ; who,
" being employed to build a magnificent and ele-
gant temple, bhad the ingenuity to infcribe upon
it his own name, and fo to incorporate it both
with the ornaments and body of the ftructure,
that it was impoffible afterwards to efface the
name, without at the fame time deftroying the
fabrick. In the fame manner, Chrift dying for
iin is engraven in fuch chara&ters through the
whole revealed will of God, that it is impoffible
to take it away without overturning the whole
fyftem. For this end Chrift came into the
world; for this end he bore the name of Fefus,
or the Saviour; and for this end he became the
high prieft of our profeflion, that he might,
by one cffering, for ever perfeft them that are
Sanétified.

This then is the fcnipture-vicw of Chrift as
our propitiation, that our guilt is taker away,
and we are reconciled to God through the fa-
crifice which he hath offered without fpot or
blemith, And notwithftanding all that has been
thrown out againft it by the pride of felf-righ-
teoufnefs, there is nothing that can be juftly op-
pofed to it on the part of unprejudiced reafon.
God is merciful, but he is alfo juft, Andas

. : xhcrc

-
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there is nothing more infeparable from the idea
of fin, and an accufing confcience, than merited
punifhment; fo there is nothing more eflential
to the idea of juftice in God, than a difpofition
to inflit it. This the fcripture every where de-
clares ; and the confcience of the guilty, who
dreads his maker’s prefence, ratifies the truth. -
. Now, if God fhews mercy to the finner, is it
fo abhorrent from reafon, that this thould be by
a mediator, if one can be found fit to ftep in be-
tween the parties, and  lay his hand upon
¢ them both ?” Is not this neceflary to mani-
feft the righteoufnefs and feverity of the law, as
well as the tendernefs and compaflion of the
judge? Is not this precifely the reafon affigned
for it in fcripture ? Rom. iii. 25. ¢ To declare
¢ his righteoufnefs for the remiffion of fins that
‘ are paft, through the forbearance of God.”
It is trifling to fay, that there is nothing of the -
pafion of anger in God that fhould need to be’
appeafed. Such expreflions are only figurative,
but they convey their meaning very clearly. It
- is not anger or revenge, as they appear in our
difordered frame, that accepts of an atonement,
Thefe furious paffions fly direétly at the offend-
ing perfon, and rejeét all interceffion. But ju-
ftice, in calra and regular government, requires
fatisfaltion, that the malignity and demerit of the
offence may be preferved, while mercy is extend-
cd to the criminal. "We ought to confider, that
one great and general end of the difpenfations
" of providence is, to illuftrate the glory of the
true God in all his real perfe&tions. This is beft
done by a purchafed pardon, by a wifc and a;‘"u-l
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ful mixture of impartial juftice with unmerited
mercy. How tan you hear the word mercy fo often:
without perceiving this? It is not merty av ali,
unlefs it is beftowed on thofe who have deferved:
to fuffer ; and therefore why may not a vofan- -
vary forety be admitted to fuffer in their place >
The truth is; fuch are the impreffions thavare u-
fually made on the awakened confcience, of the:
infinite holinefs and purity, and the tremendouns.
majefty of God, that nothing lefs will fatisfy it
than a fufficient atonement, or 4 clear view how
he may be “ juft, and yet the juftifier of him.
¢« that believeth on Jefus.”

But, my brethren, it is one thing, to know,
to profefs, or even to fupport the truth; and
another, but of unfpeakably more moment, to.
feel, and to apply it. It is one thing, vo havea
rational conviction, from critical inquiry, thae
this is taught in the holy fcriptures; and ano-

*  ther, to cleave to it with efteem and affe&tion, as.

the goftel of our falvation, as the great founda-
tion of our hope and peace. Therefore, in whar
remains of this branch of the fubje&, I would
confider myfelf as fpeaking, not to the wrang-
ling difputer, but to the convinced finner ;. not
to the felf-righteous boafter, but to the broken.
in fpirit. The chicf circumftances in the propi-

" tiation which Chrift hath made, to be taken no-

tice of in this view, are thefe two: 1. Its abfo-
lute neceflity. 2. Tts perfet fufficiency.

1. Confider the abfolute neceffity of this atone-
ment. There is no other way by which the fin-
ner can be reftored to the favour of God. No-
ghing can be clearer from the holy fcriptures.

: It
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It i3 mdeed the tacit inference that may be
drawn from the whole. Why is this love and
mercy of God celebrated in fuch exahted firains
by the inlpired writers, and felt with fo much
gratitude by the redeemed, but that they were
under condemnation, and muft have perithed,.
but for the help of this Saviour ? Rom. viii. 1.
¢ There i3 therefore now no cendemnation to.
¢ them which are in Chrift Jefus, who walk
¢ not after the ﬂefh but after the Spirit.” And
* the fame chapter, ver. 33, “ Who fhall lay any
* thing to the charge of God’s ele®? Itis
“ God that juftifiech.” John iii. 6. “ God
«¢ fo loved the world, that he gave his enly be-
« gotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him,
* fhould not perith, but have everlaftiag life.”
As ¢ without {hedding of bloed there is. no re~
¢ miffion,” fo we have the fame infallible tefti.
mony, Heb, x. 4. that *¢ it is not poffible that
“ the bleod of bulls and of goats fhould take a
“ way fins.” Nay, that the thing might be -
put beyond all poflibility of doubt, fee the de-
claration of Peter and John, A&siv, 12. * Nei- -
* ther is there falvation in any other : for there
¢ is none other name under heaven given. a-
¢ mong men whereby we muft be faved.” And
what other fenfe can be put apon thefe words
of our Saviour himfelf ? John xiv. 6, ¢ Jefus
“ faith unto him, I amthe way, and the truth,
“ and the fife : no ‘man cometh unto the Fa.
% ther but by me.* In vam then do we found:
our hopes upoa any thmg elfe : The holmefs of
the divine nature, the purity of the divine l::‘)'i
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and the greatnefs of divine power; confpire in
blafting ‘every hope of the finner but what is

. centered in Chrift.

2. Confider the perfed fufficiency of this at.
onement. It is fufficient to anfwer all the de-
mands of law and juftice. It is fufficient to vin-
dicate the honour of the divine government,
and to illuftrate the holinefs and juftice of God
in the forgivenefs of fin, It is fufficient to pur-
chafe a full and complete remiflion to the great-
eft finoner, Whoever refleéts upon the infinite
wifdom of God, muft be fenfible that it is not
without reafon that fo much is faid-on this fub-
ie& in feripture ; that fo much pains is taken to
fet forth the glory and greatnefs of the Saviour
of finners. The greatnefs of his perfon, and
dignity of his charater, are fét before us in the
moft ftriking light. He is ¢ the eternal and
“ only begotten Sem of God; the brightnefs
¢ of the Father’s glory, and the exprefs image
¢ of his perfon.” And Phil. ii. 6. *“ Who being
¢ in the form of God, thought it not robbery to
¢ be equal with God.” If. ix. 6. ¢ For unto us
« a child is born, unto us a fon is given, and
¢ the government fhall be upon his fhoulder : -
¢ and his name fhall be called, Wonderful,
¢ Counfellor, The mighty God, The everlaft-
“ ing Father, The Prince of peace.”

1t is not eafy indeed to enumerate the magni-
ficent titles with which he is adorned in fcrip-
ture : The Alpha and Omega,—The firft and the-
laft,—The Prince of the kings of the earth—The
King of kings, and Lord of lords,—The King of

glry,
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glory,—and The King of faints. What mighty
works are afcribed to him in creation and pro-
vidence ! We are told, « He fhall reign till all
« enemies are brought under his feet.” The
propriety of his facrifice as the Son -of man, and
the purity of his facrifice as the Holy one of
God, are taken notice of in fcripture : Heb. ii.
17. * Wherefore in all things it behoved him
¢ to be made like unto his brethren ; that he
* might be a merciful and faithful high-prieft,
¢ in things pertaining to God, to make recon-
« ciliation for the fins of the people.” Heb. ix.
13. 14. * For if the blood of bulls, and of
¢ goats, and the afhes of an heifer fprinkling
¢ the unclean, fandtifieth to the purifying of
¢ the fleth ; how. much more fhall the blood
« of Chiift, who through the eternal Spirit, -
¢ offered himfelf without fpot to God, purge
‘ your confcience from dead works to ferve the
¢ living God ?” To this you may add the con-
tinued fulnefs that dwells in him: Johni. 16.
« And of his fulnefs have all we received, and
« grace for grace.” Col. i. 19. ¢ For it plea-
¢¢ fed the Father, that in him fhould all fulncfs
¢ dwell.® What is this, my brethren, but to
encourage and embolden finners to put their
truft in him, and to carry home with power this

truth, which I fhall nge you in the words of
the Holy Ghoft ? Heb. vii. 25. “ Wherefore he
« is able alfo to fave them to the uttermoft,

« that come unto God by him, feeing he ever
4 liveth to make imterceffion for them.”

II.
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K. T proceed new to the fecond thiog propo-
fed, which was, to confider the extent of this
Ppeopitiation, founded on the lat claufe of the
text: “ And not far eurs only, bus alfo for the
“ fing of the whole werld.” In general, when
we remember that this epiftle was written chiefly
to the convests of the crcumcifion, it may ¢on-
wvince us, that in all probability this expreflion
was intended againft the great and pational pre-

‘judice of the Jews, of which we fec very fre-
quent rotice taken in the New Teftament. As
they had the oracles of God committed ta them,
as for the wife purpofes -of his providencc he
bhad fepesated them fram other nasions, and
the Meffiah was to defoend from them accor-
ding to the fefh, they apprehended that all the
bleflings of his reiga were to be cenfiged ta
themfelves : therefore they are often given ta
underftand, that the purpofe of mercy was far
- more extenfive, and that Chrift came with a
view to fulfil that pronmfc made to the father
of thé faithful, Gen. xxii. 18. * In thy feed
<¢ {hall all the nations of the ¢arth be blefled ;
 becaufe thou haft obeyed my voice.” Tha
expreflion in the text then undoubtedly implies,
that redemption through the blood of Churift
was to be preached to finners of 'the Gentiles
that as he had been the Saviour of all ages by
the eﬂicacy of that facrifice which he was to of-
fer in the fulnefs of time, fo that the virtue of
it was not to be confined to the houfe of Ifracl,
_but to belong to fipners of every nation under
heaven,

N .I-
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I am fenfible, my brethren, that very great
controverfies have been raifed in another view,
as to the extent of Chrift’s death; and the im-
port of this and other fuch general expref-
fions in the holy fcriptures. In this, as in moft
other debates, matters have been carried a far
greater lcngth than the intereft of truth and
plety requires ; and, as is alfo ufual, they have
arifen from an improper and unfkilful mixture
of what belongs to the fecret counfels of the
Moft High with his revealed will, which is the
" imvariable rule of our duty. Without entering,

therefore, into thefe debates,  which are unfuit-
able to our prefent employment, or rather gi-
ving my judgement, that they are for the moft
part’ umneceflary, unprofitable, or hurtful, I
thall lay down three propofitions on this fubject,
which I think can hardly be calléd in queftion,
and which are a fufficient foundation for our faith
and pradtice,

t. The obedience and death of Chrift is
of value fufficient to expiate the guilt of all
the fins of every individual that ever lived or
ever thall live on earth. This cannot be de-
nied, fimce the fubjells to be redeemed are finite;
the price paid for their redemption is infinite,
He fuffered in the human nature, but that na-
ture intimately and perfonally united to the
divine ; fo that Chrift the mediator, the gift of .
God for the redemption of finners, is often
-called his own and his eternal Son: Rom. viii,
32. ** He that fpared nct his own Son, but

" s¢ delivered him up for us 2il, how fhall he not

Voui.l. K “ with
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¢ with him alfo freely give us all things ?* Such
was the union of the divine and human na-
ture in Chrift, that the blood which was the
purchafe of our redemption is exprefsly called
the blood of God, A&sxx.28. ¢ To feed the
« church of God, which he hath purchafed
« with his own blood.” This is the great my-
ftery of godlinefs, God manifefted in the flefh,
in which all our thoughts are loft -and fwallow-
ed up.

2. Notwuhﬁandmg this, every mdmdual of
the human race is not in fa&t partaker of the
blefings of his purchafe; but many die in their
fins, and perith for ever. This will as little
admit of any doubt. Multitudes have died,
who never heard of the name of Chrift, or fal-
vation through him; many have lived and
died blafpheming his perfon, and defpifing his
undertaking ; many have died in unbelief and
impenitence, ferving divers lufts and paffions ;
and if the fcripture is true, he will at laft ren-
der unto them according to their works. So
that if we admit, that the works of God are
" known to him from the beginning of the world,
“jt can never be true, that, in his eternal coun-
fels, Chrift died to fave thofe, who, after all
that he hath done, fhall be miferable for ever.
¢ He is a rock, his'work is perfect.” His de-
- fign never could be fruftrated ; but, as the apo-
ftle Paul exprefles it, Rom. xi. 7. ¢ The elec-
¢ tion hath obtained it, and the reft were blind-
¢ ed,” But,

3. There is ig the death of Chrift a fuffi-
: ) cient
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cient foundation laid for preaching the gofpel
indefinitely to all without exception. Itis the
command of God, that this fhould be done:
Mark xvi. 15. ¢ And he faid unto them, Go
“ ye into all the world, and preach the gofpel
“ to every creature.” The effet of this is, that .
the mifery of the unbelieving and impenitent
fhall lie entirely at their own door; and they
fhall not only die in their fins, but fhall {uffer.
“to eternity for this moft heinous of all fins, de-
fpifing the remedy, and refufing to hear the
Son of God : Heb. x. 26. 27. * For if we fin
¢ wilfully after that we have received the know-
¢ ledge of the truth, there remaineth no more
¢¢ facrifice for fins, buta certain fearful looking
¢¢ for of judgement, and fiery indignation, which .
¢ fhall devour the adverfaries.” Let us neither
refufe our affent to any part of the revealed will
of God, nor foolithly imagine an oppofition be-
tween one part of it and another. All the ob-
feurity arifes from, and may be refolved into
the weaknefs of our underftandings; but let
God be true, and every man a liar. That
there is a fenfe in which Chrift died for all men,
and even for thofe who perith, is plain from
the very words of fcripture: ¥ Tim. iv. 10,
“ For thercfore we both labour, and fuffer
‘ reproach, becaufe we truft in the living
“ God, who is the Saviour of all men, efpe-
“ cially of thofe that believe.,” 1 Cor. viii. 11.
“ And through thy knowledge fhall the weak
‘ brother perifh, for whom Chrift died
Thus it appears, that both in a national and
K 2 perfonal
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perfonal view, Chrift is ¢ the propitiation for
< our fins; and not for ours only, but alfo for
¢« the fins of the whole world.” *

1II. I PrOCEED now, in the /z# place, to.
make fome practical improvement of the fubject
for your inftruction and dire&tion. And,

1. From what hath been faid, let us be indus
ced to give praife to God for his mercy to loft
finners revealed in the gofpel. Let us particu-
larly give him praife for Chrift Jefus, his un-
{peakable gift: ¢ Herein is love, not that we
‘ loved God, but that he loved us, and gave his
“ Son to be the propitiation for us.”

" While we remember, with abafement of foul
the holinefs and juftice of God, which required
fatisfaction for fin, let us alfo remember his in-
finite compaflion, who was pleafed himfelf to
provide ¢ a lamb for the burnt-effering.” Let
us at the fame time give praife to the tender-
hearted Saviour, who gave his life as an offer.
ing ‘“ of a fweet-finelling favour™ to God. ' Re-
deeming grace fhall be the'theme of eternal gra«
titude and praife in heaven. After all our
trials and dangers ar¢ aver, we fhall then, with
unfpeakable delight, afcribe the hanour of our
v1&0ry to him, faying, Rev.v. 12. “ Worthy
“ is the Lamb that was flain, to receive power,
« and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and
“ honour, and glory, and blefling” Why
thould we not alfo attempt to give him praife in
his church on earth ? for he, having finithed
his own work, and entered into his glory, hath
given
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given us an affured profpe&, that we allo {hail
overcome, in his ftrength; that he will come a-
gain, and “ receive us to himfelf; that where
¢ he is, there we may be alfo.”

2. You may fee from what hath been faid,
that fuch as are yet unrelated to this Saviour
are in a ftate of fin, and liable to divine wrath.
Hear and receive this truth, however unwel-
come to the fecure, however diftafteful to the
carpal mind. If it were not fo, this propitia-
tion which God hath fet forth would have been
altogether unneceflary. Let us beg of him who
hath afcended up on high, to fend down, ac-
cording to his promife, his Spirit to convince
the world of fin. How many affeting and
ftriking proofs have we of this, both in our
charalter and ftate ! and yet how difficult to
make us fenfible of it! Whatis to be feen in
the world at prefent, or what do we read in the
hiftory of paft ages, but one melancholy fcene
of diforder, mifery, and bloodfhed, fucceeding
another ? Is not this the effe& of human guilt 2
And do we not, by mutual injuries, at once
demonfirate our own corruption, and execute
the juft judgement of God upon one another >
May not every perfon difcover the latent fource
of thefe flagrant crimes, in the. polluuon of his
own heart, his averfion to what is good and
his pronenefs and inclination to what is evil ?
And yet, alast how difficult a matter is it to.
make the heart humble itfclf, and plead guilty
before God; to make us fenfible, that we are
tranfgreflors from the womb,, and inexcufable in

v K3 this
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this tranfgreflion; that the threatening of the
law is moft juft, * Curfed is every one that
 continueth not in all things written in the
< book of the law to do them ;” and that it is
of the infinite mercy of God, that the execution
is fufpended, or any hope given us of being able
to avert it 2

Yet this, my brethren, I will repeat it, and'

I befeech you to attend to it, is certainly the
* cafe by nature, with every perfon in this affem-
bly. Every one who now hears me is in a ftate
of condemnation, and liable to everlafting mife-
ry, excepting that happy number who have

“ fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope fet be-.

¢ fore them.” All infenfible perfons, living in’
a carelefs fecure forgetfulnefs of God ; all who
indulge themfelves habitually in the lufts of the
fleth ; drunkards, fiwearers, profane and laf-
civious jefters, liars, unjuft perfons, lovers of
the prefent world, are aliens from the common-
wealth of Ifrael, and ftrangers to the covenant
of promife. Oh that it were poffible for me to,
awaken you to a fenfe of your ‘danger, while
there is yet a poffibility, of efcaping! Oh the
importance to you of the unknown time from
this day of yaur merciful vifitation to the day of
your death! What would thofe who are now
referved in chains to the judgement of the great
day, give for the precious opportunity you are
now defpifing! In a little time 1 know that you
yourfclves will repent ; oh that it may not be
whenk is too late to reform! But all words
wmuft fink ynder fuchq fub)cét No picture th:tl:
Q
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could draw of the defpairing horror of a finner
on his deathbed, or the blafpheming rage of

" thofe who are tormented in hell-fire, could pof-

fibly give any of you a juft apprehenfion of
what it is to fall into the hands of the living
God, unlefs it pleafe himfelf to wound the con-
fcience with the arrows of convidtion, that he
may afterwards pour in the healing balm of
peace and confolation. And oh that it might
ftand with the will of God that none here pre-
fent thould efcape !

3. Learn from what has been faid, that there
is no facrifice for fin, but the one offering of our
Redeemer on the crofs ; no hope of mercy for
any child of Adam, but through his blood,
The typical facrifices under the Old Teftament,
were but fhadows, the fubftance is Chrift. In vain
will any go about to eftablifh their own righteouf-
nefs, and refufe to fubmit to the righteoufnefs
of God. Think not, my brethren, by attempts
of reformation,by faulty defetive duties, ta be able
to cancell any part of that guilt to which you are,
adding every day. How great is the folly and
prefumption of felf-rightequfnefs ! 'What a pro-
fane contempt of the riches of divine. grace !
Hath God feen it neceflary to fet forth Chrify
asa propitiation through faith in his blood ?
and will you fay, that it is unneceffary, and fpurn
the offered mercy ? How much i ignorance is in
felf-nghtcoufncfs ‘What imperfet views muft
they haveof the law of God, and how little know-
ledge of themfelves, and their own hearts, who
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admire or truft in human virtue! Aboveall,
what is the foundation and corner-ftone of felf-
righteoufnefs ? It is pride, that fin of all others,
moft odious and abominable in the fight of God.
Is it not a matter of daily experience, that thofe
perfons who are evidently moft looft and care-
Iefs in their own pratice, and who, one would:
think, fhould have leaft of that kind to rely up-
on, are moft prone to a felf-righteous plan, and
moft ready to defpife the doétrine of-juftification
through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift,
Are you fometimes furprifed at this, Chriftians ?
The thing is eafily explained. They know little
either of the law of God or their own hearts.
They feldom ftudy the oné, or refleét upon the
other. If they did, they would foon be afha.
med of fuch a pretence. Thofe who apply them-
felves with the greateft diligence to the ftudy of
holinefs in heart and life, do always moft fenfi-
bly fcel, and moft willingly confefs, that all their
righteoufnefles are as filthy rags before God.

4. In Chrit Jefus, and the blood of the ever-
Iafting covenant, there is abumdant provifion
- made for the pardon of all our fins, and peace
with an offended God.. “ Behold the Lamb of
¢ God, which taketh away the fin of the world **
Behold the Lamb. which God himfelf hath or- -
dained, and fet apart for this important work,,
and which he will certainly accept! ¢ Deliver
‘« them,” faith he, ¢ from going dawn to the -
¢ pit: I have found a ranfom.” Behold the im- .
maculate and fpotlefs vi&tim in the purity of his
human, and the glory of his divine nature!
There is no fin {0 atrocions but bis blood is fuf-
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ficient to wath away the guilt, Is there any {in~
per in this affembly burdened with a fenfc of
guilt, arrefted by an accufing confcience, terris
fied by the thynders of the law; ready to cry
out, *“ Who can ftand before this holy Lord
¢ God! My flefh trembleth becaufe of thees
* I am afraid of thy judgements.” Let fuch an
one know, that help is laid on him that is
“ mighty to fave.” Let your guilt be what ig
. will, who can fa far derogate from the Redeems
-‘er’s glory as to fufpedt that his blood cannot
' purge it away? -Giva na hecd to unbelieving
thoughts, or difcouraging fuggeftions ; but be
¢¢ ftrong in faith, giving glory to God;” and
attend to the Saviour’s own words : ¢ Him thag
% cometh unte me, I will in no wife caft.out.™

5. In the &g# place, Let all the children of
Ged, whefe hope hath ftill been in the divine
mercy thraugh a crucified Saviour, embrace the
epportunity now given them of prefefling, exers
cifing, and firengthening their faith in the greag
atonement. Plead your r¢lation to.God through
Chrift, and encourage yourfelves in his all-fuffi.
ciency and merit, Look upon his fufferings for
humbling yeu under a fenfe of the evil of fin,.
which made fuch an expiation neceffary. No-
thing ferves more to abafe and level human
pride, than to fec our natyre on the crofs, tho'
perfanally united to the divine. Look upon
him i in his agony, for mortifying and crucxfymg
fin in you. Thereis a purifying virtue, and
fan&tifying efficacy, in the blood of Chrift. It
not only fpeaks peace to the wounded con-
{eience, but purges the confcience from dead

works,
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works to ferve the living God. I am not againft
the introduétion of every argument from ferip-
ture or reafon againft fin, or in fupport of duty ;
but let them never fupplant the great, the lead-
ing, the conftraining argument, which is drawn
from the crofs of Chrift. Believe it, my bre-
thren, nothing fo much reconciles the heart to
duty, nothing fo kindles a holy indignation a-
“gainft fin, as a believing view of the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the fin of the world.
This gives the Spirit of adoption a child-like fear,
and a child-like love. . This fills the Chriftian
with comfort, this infpires the Chriftian with
zeal. To feck our comfort in a feparate way,
or in the firft inftance from our duties, is to
make that comfort feeble and variable as the du-
ties are defetive ; but to enliven our duties
by the comforts of the gofpel, is to follow
the order of -the covenant of grace, by which
we at once promote the glory of God, and
moft effetually fecure our own comfort and
.peace. This is the Spirit breathed by the apoftle
Paul, with whofe words, Gal. ii. 19. 20. I{hall
conclude: ¢ For I through the law am dead
¢ to the law, that I might live unto God. - 1am
¢ crucified with Chrift : Neverthelefs I live;
¢ yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me: and the
¢ life which I now live in the flefh, Ilive by the
¢ faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
« gave himfelf for me.”

»
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SERMON VL
The love of Chrift in redemption.

Rev. i 5.

Unto bim that loved us, and wafbed us from ot
. Jins in his own blood. 4

Attion Serman.

HE bare repetition of thefec words is fuffi-
cient to convince every hearer how well
they are fuited to the defign of our prefent
meeting. Redeeming love is certainly the moft
delightful of all themes to every real Chriftian.
It is the immediate and dirét objeét of our con-
templation in the Lord’s fupper. This ordi-
nance was inftituted to keep up the remembrance
of the fufferings and death of Chrift, which
was the great and finithing preof of his love,
How then can you attend on it in a more be-
coming and dutifuly a more pleafant and defire-
able, or a more happy and ufeful frame of fpirit,
than when your hearts are filled with a fenfe of
the love of Chrift, and you find yourfelves dif-
pofed to join, with a mixture of joy and won-
der, in the doxology of the apoftle John, in the
text, Unto him that loved us, and wafbed us from
our fins in his own blood ?
The author of this book is fometimes ﬁyled :
the

~
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2he difciple whom Fefus leved. Since, ‘therefore,
it pleafed his matfter to diftinguifh him by the
tendernefs of particular friendfhip, it is no won-
der that we find fo much of the delightful affec-
tion of love in his writings>' In the beginning
of this chapter, he gives an account of the ge-
neral fubject and defign of the book of Revela-
tion, the manner in which the difcaoveries con~
tained in it were made to him, and his fidelity
in teftifying them to others. Then follows the
apoftolic falutation to the feven churches in A-
fia, which is a folemn benediftion, in name of
all the perfons of the adorable Trinity : « Grace
" % be to you, and peace, from him which is, arid
*¢ which was, and which is to come;” (thatis,
from God the Father, the ancient of days, imi«
mutable and eternal); < 4nd from the feven
* « fpirits which are before his threne';” (not té
detain you with a eritical account of this
phrafe, it means the Heoly Ghoft, fingle in his
perfon,  but multiplied i his gifts; the variety,
fullnefs, and perfeftion of which, are denoted
by this form of expreflion); agl from Jefus
¢ Chrift, who is the faithful witnefs, and the
¢ firft-begorten from the dead, and the prince
* of the kings of the earth.,” To him you fes
he gives three illuftrions charat¥ers.

1. The faithful witnefs, who ecame from a-
bove, and revealed the whole will of God for
our falvation ; who bBeing the eternal truthy
might be abfolutely depended on in the account
he was by the apoftle to communicate, of the

great events- of Providence towards his church
and
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and people. 2. Fhe firfh-begotten from the dead,
declared to be the Son of God with power, by
his glorious refurreftion and triumph over the
king of terrors. And, 3. Fhe Prince of the
kings of the earth; that is, the Lord of nature,
to whom every prince and .potentate muft be -
{ubjet, and to the ends of whofe providence,
and the increafe of whofe kingdom, all their
fchemes of poticy and conqueft fhall at laft be
fubfervient.  He then, with great propriety, ha-
ving mentioned the name, and given a fhort
view of the charater of his blefled Lord, lays
hold of the opportunity to exprefs his own and
every other finner’s obligation to him in this
fublime afcription, Unto him that lved us, and
wafbed us from our fins in his swn blood,

To enter upon the confideration of the love
of Chrift in its full extent, in its fource, its ex-
preflions, and its effe@s, even thofe that are
fuggefted in the text, would far exceed the
bounds of a fingle difcourfe. What I propofc;
therefare, at this time, in order to prepare
your minds, and my own, for the folemn ac-
tion before us, is only to colle&t into one view
fome of the great and general charaers of the
love of Chrift, which are moft proper to excite
our gratitude and praife ; and then to make fome
practical improvement of it, for your inftruion
and diretion.

L FirsT, then, let us endcavour to point
out fome of the great and general charafers of
the love of Chrift. In this I {L.ll take care to

Vor. L L confine
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‘cenfine myfelf to fuch views as are given of it -
in the holy feriptures.  And every charatter gi-
ven of it there, we are both intitled and obliged
to attend to, and impreve.

1. Firft of all, then, you may obferve, that
it is an.everlafting love. It took its rife in the
-eternal counfels of Heaven. This is a charac-
ter given of the love of God to his people,
Jer. xxxi. 3. ¢ Yea, 1 have loved thee with an
“¢ gverlalting love : therefore with loving kind-
“ nefs have I drawn shee.” This expreflion is
-often ufed with a double view, to fhew, on the
one hard, its early, its original fource, and on
the other, its perpetual ftability, and endlefs du-
xation. Pf. ciii. 17. “ But the mercy of the
<¢Lord is from everlating to everlafting upon
#¢ them that fear him ; and his righteoufnefs un-
¢ to childrens children.” 1If. liv. 7. 8. “ For a
#¢ {mall moment have I forfuken thee, but with
¢« great mercies will I gather thee. Inaliule
«¢ wrath 1 hid my face from thee, for a moment;
«¢ but with everlafting kindnefs will I have mercy
¢t on thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer.” Ha-
ving cited thefe paflages of the Old Teftament,
1 muft juftify the application of them, by ob-
ferving, that ail the covenant-mercies of God
to man, in our prefent fallen ftate, arc to be
referred to the love of -Chrift, as their price,
_ their fource, and their fum. This is plain from
innumerable paffuges of feripture : Eph.i. 4. 5.
«« According as hc hath chofen us in him, be-
¢ fore the foundation of the world, that we
t fhould be holy, and without blame before
’ ‘ ¢ him
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“ him in love : having predeftinated us unto
“ the adoption of children by Jefus Chrift to
¢ himfelf, according to-the good pleafure of his
“ will.” Lph. iii. 11. ¢ According to the eter=
¢ nal purpofe which he purpofed in Chrift Jefus
* our Lord.” TFor this reafon it is, amengit
others, that Chrift*is called, Rev. xiii. S. “ the
“Lamb flain from the foundation of the
 * world.” :

I confefs, my brethren, we are but iil able
to underftand, or at leaft to meafure, the im-
port of this truth, That the love of Chrift to
finners, or of God in him, was from eternity.,
All our conceptions are fcon loft, and fwailov-
ed up, in what is infinite and boundlefs. Bur
furely it affords matter for the deepcft and.
humbleft adoration, as well as for the higheit
gratitude and joy. Does it not afford matter
for adoring wonder, that the plan for redeem.
ing loft finners, and reftoring them to the obe-
dience and enjoyment of God, was.the objcét.
of the divine purpofe from eternity ? It appears
to be a very confpicuous. part, or rather perhaps.
we are warranted te fay, from the fcripture-
revelation, that it is the chief part of our cre~
ator’s will, to which every other part of his pro-
vidence is fubordinate and fubfervient. Accor--
dingly, .in the very paflage where my text lies, .
the Redeemer fays,. ver. 8..¢ Iam Alpha and
“ Omega, the beginning and the ending, faith-
¢ the Lord, which is, and. which was, and
* which is to come, the Almighty.” Does not-
this lead us to contemplate the glory of an in-

L2 finite.

-
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finite God, as it fhines in this everlafting love ?
Does it not alfo.afford matter of gratitude to
the belicving foul, while he confiders every
veflel of mercy as concerped. in this eternal
purpofe
I am fenfible, my brethren, there may. be an
abufe and perverfion of the do&trine of elettion,.
if we think of it as independent of its fruits,
and apply it fo as to produce either fecurity or
defpair.  But I defpife the wifdom of thofe per- _
fons who would eonceal this truth as dangcrous,
which:it hath pleafed God diftinitly to reveal,
It is the root which produceth the plant; but it
is thre plant which difcovers the root.. It is the
fountain which produceth the ftreams; but the
fireams lead us to the fountain. Muft not the
finner who by faith has laid hold on 2 cruci-
fied Savieur,, and given credit to the word of
God in =n. preached gofpel, confider, with ad-
miration, his name written in the book of life of
the Lamb flain from the foundatien of the world ?
Wt delight will it give him! What homour
does it reflet upon him, at the fame time that
it deftroys the very foundation of arrogance and
pride ! This is the firft, and yet it is but ene of
many parts of the do&rinc of falvation, which:
at once exalts and abafes us; raifes our hopes,
and forbids us to glory ; clothes us with infinite
honour, and yet difcovers us to be lefs than no-.
thing : fo that we may fay wih the apoftle
Paul, after a view of the fame fubje®, Rom. xi.,
33. “ O the depth of the riches both of the
“ w:fdom and knowledge of God! how un-
“ fcarchable
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¢¢ fearchable are his j_udgcmen{s,,and.ﬁis ways:
« paft finding out !” This leads me to obferve,.
2: That the love.of Chyiflt is free.and unmes-
rited love, This is a circumftance that is fearce~-
ly ever feparated frem the account given of the.
love of Chrift in feripsure.. 1t may.be founded:
oven on the infinite difproportioa between un-
created excellence and created weaknefs: Pfi.
wiil, 4; *¢ What is man, that thou art mindful!
¢ of him ? and the fon-of: man, that thou vi--
¢ fiteft him ?” Pf. cxliv. 3. ¢ Lord, what is«
* pman, that thou takeft koowledge of him 2
¢t or the {fon of man, that thou-makeft account:
« ofhim?” Nay, as if this were a truth of the:
utmoft moment, we have. it repeated. a third
time in almoft. the fame words;- Job vii. 17:
¢ What- is man, that thou fhouldft nragnify-
¢ him? and that thou fhouldft fet thine heart
“ upon him ?”° But thisis not all, nor indeed.
the main thing to be attended to ;. for the love -
of Chrift hath. for its objedt thofe who were in:
actual rebellion againft God, tranfgreffors of
his holy law, .and liable to the ftroke of his ju--
flice. It was not only to exalt thofe-who were:
low, or to fupply tholfe who were ncedy, that:
_ Ghrift came, bat to deliver thofe who were ap-
pointed to death : . John iii. 16 “ God fo loved:!
¢ the worldy that he gave his only begotten:
¢-Son, that whofoever believeth on him, thould:
“ not perifh, but have everlafting life.”  Reom..
w 8. “ But Ged commendeth his love towards:
¢ ys, in that while we were yet finners; Chrift:
¢ died. for us.” Eph. ii. 2. 5. ¢ But Ged,,
L3 s whdo



AW SV RTEERRES - R e s

126 The love of Chrift in redeimption. Ser. 6,

« who is rich in mercy, for his great love
¢¢ wherewith he loved us, even when we were’
¢ dead in fins, hath quickened us together with
¢« Chrift, (by grace ye are faved.)” The fame-
thing indecd is clearly intimated in the words of
our text, Unto him that loved us, and wafbed us
Jrom cur fins in his own blood. It is on this ac~
ccunt in particular that falvation, according tor
the gofpel, is faid to be free, and of grace, that
is to fay, an act of unmerited and voluntary
kindnefs, which the finner had no title to de-
mand: Rom. iil. 23. 24. 25. “ For all have
‘ finned, and come fhort of the glory of God ;
¢ being juftified freely by his grace, thro’ the re-
¢ demption that is in Jefus Chrift : whom God
¢ hath fet forth to be a propitiation through
¢ faith in his blood, to dcclare his righteouf-
¢ nefs for the remiffion of fins that are paft,
“ through the forbearance of God.”

Believe ir, Chriftians, this is the proper exer-
cife of mercy; and here the divine mercy fhines
and reigns. Without this, it is not obfcured
only, but annihilated or deftroyed. But, oh!
what a' view does this give us of the love of
Chrift ! 'What an impreflion will his love make
on all thofe who are truly convinced of their
guilt and wretchednefs ! This is the very hinge
vpon which the whole doétrine of falvatioa
turns. 1 hope you are not difpofed to make a-
ny oppofition to it. But, alas! it is not fufficient
to have learned itas a fcience, to have been taught
it as makinga part of the Chriftian faith; it is
another matter to have a real and perfonal can-
viGtion of it upon the heart. 'Why is the love

of
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of Chrift fo cold a fubjeét to the generality of
the world, but becaufe they have no fenfe of
their guilt and mifery 2 1 am even afraid, that
many of the zealous advocates for this truth.
have but little experience of its power, and live:
but little under the influence of it in their prac--
tice. Where indeed is the perfon to be found;
who does full juftice to the Saviour, and confi-
ders his love as wholly unmerited and free 2-
The moft evangelical expreflions do often con--
fift with the moft legal and felf-righteous affec-
tions. Let me try, however; before I' leave:
this particular, if I can make you underftand it,
even though you fhould not feel it. Suppofe
any of you were upon the moft deliberate and
compofed refleétion, upon the moft particular
and clofe examination, fenfible that you- juftly
deferved to be banithed from the divine prefence,
and caft into everlafting fire; and that your
blefled Saviour, when there wasno other way
to prevent it, did fave you by the facrifice of
himfelf; tell me, what would you not owe to-
him? what words would you find to exprefs
your love to him, or your fenfe of his love to-
you? Fhere have been fome convinced finners:
fo rivetted, if 1 may fpeak fo, to this circum-
ftance, that they could find little other way of
meafuring the love of Chrift, but by leoking in-
to themfelves ; and to whom indeed it has been ~
enough to illuftrate the greatnefls of his mercy
that they were not confumed. To this add,

3. The love of Chrift is unflicited love. It
took its rife, not from thofe who ftood in need

of it, but from him who beftowed it. It was
’ . not
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not the-effe@ of our eatneft importunity, but of”
Ris own infinite mercy. This is a circuomftance -
which. we ought by  no.means to' emit; as we-
fitrd it particularly eaken notice of in feripture::
1 Johh iv. 10. “Her¢in is love, not that weloved’
¢ God, but.thdt he loved us, and fent his Seon-
¢'to bt the propitiation for dur fins ;” and in the:
fame chapter, verfe 19, ¢ We love him, be--
« caunfe he firkt loved us.” Itis natusal 1o exe

ped; that thofe who-: arc in mifery fhould im--
plore the effiftance of thole who are able ¢o re-

lieve them, or thdt.thefe who have been in the
offchce theuld humble themfelves: before thofe.
who have it in their power to punifh, or to-for--
give them. But it was ‘quite otherwile here..
The love of Chrift. difcovered iftlf, when we
were in open rebellion againft. him; or, in the.
words of the.apoftie Paul, Rom. v, 10. ¢ While-
« we were énemies, we weve reconciled to God:
¢ by the death of his Son.”

This affords us at once an ifuftration of the
love of Chrift; and a moving piCture of owr-
own deplorable and guilty ftate. There is fome--
thing infinitely meort noble and generous i ex--
tending mercy, to the miferable without waitidg
for their requeft, than when-it:is hardly procu-
red, . or as it were extorted,. by importunity and+
folicitation. And does it not prefent us with a-
melancholy profpet- of our natural ftate, that:
we. are not only uawerthy te receive, but un--
willing to-afk for mercy ? 1 défire, my.brethren,.
that you may oot confider this as only relating
to mankind in gncral, and the. voluntary pur-.

pofe.
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pofe of grace and mercy from above i their fa-
vour, but as what makes a part of the experience
of every particular convert. As the offer of
mercy is made to him-freely, fo he will and muft
be fenfible how cold and unthankful a reception
he hath often given to the propofal. He will be
fenfible what refiftance he hath often made to
the defign of the gofpel ; what exception he hath
taken at the terms of it; and with how much
difficulty he was at laft induced to comply with
it, Iam perfuaded there are few circumftances
in the love of Chrift that are more affefting to a
believer, than to remember his own obfinacy,
when a finner, and his backwardnefs to accept
_of the invitations of the Saviour. After he hath
refted his hope on the divine mercy, after he hath
been made willing in a day of divine power, and
hath obtained fome comfortable evidence of the
divine favour, how doe¢s he tremble at the
thoughts of his former refiftance ! how does
he wonder at the patience of God, and adore
that victorious love, which ftormed his heart, as
well as paid the price of his redemption !

‘We find this particularly the cafe with thofe
who having been for a feafon remarkably profli~
gate, are faved as brands from the buraing.
They cannot help recolkeéting their former con-
dition, their prefane madnefs; and wondering,
with a mixture of gratitude and fear, that theg
were not cut off in their wickednefs, aad made
monuments of divine vengeance. Far from de-
ficing a {hare in the love of Chrift, they wera:
perhaps doing their utmoft in contempt of his®

: name,



130 The love of Chrift in redemption.  Ser. 6.

name, and in oppofition to his intereft.  Yet;.
Rom. x. 20. ¢ was he found of them that
 fought him not, and made manifeft to them
¢ that afked not after him:” they were power-
fully though fweetly conftrained to return o
God through him.

4. The love of Chrift is a diffinguifbing love;
which muft neceflarily and greatly inhance the
obligation of thofe who are the objets of
it. 'When one perfon is paffed by, and another
is chofen, either to be delivered from impending:
danger, or-to be made partaker of extraordina~
ry bleflings, the lofs or fuffering of the one,
feems to fet off the fuperior happinefs of, or the
favour beftowed upon the other. To apply
this to the fubje& we' are' now upon, there is a:
double diftinction pointed out in fcripture ; one:
of our nature, in oppofition-to the fallen-angels;-
and the other; of pamcular perfons, as the vef-
fels of mercy.

(1.) There is an evident diftintion between
our nature and that of the fallen angels : Heb.
ii. 16. ‘¢ For verily he took not on him the na-
< ture of angels; ke took on him the feed of
¢ Abraham.”" 2 Pet. ii. 4. ¢ God fpared not
¢ the angels that finned, but caft them down.
¢¢ to hell, and “delivered them into chains of
¢ darknefs, to be referved unto judgement.”
I'am fenfible, that upon this fubject we may be
fometimes in danger of fpeaking with impro-
priety, efpecially if we pretend to affign the rea-
fons of God’s procedure amy further than he-
hath been pleafed himfelf explicitly to reveal.

them.

s
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them. There can be no doubt that the Lord
of all, God infinitely wife, had the beft reafons
for his conduét, the moft noble and excellent
purpofes in view in every thing that he ordain-
ed; but they ‘\re not difcovered to wus, and ,
perhaps they are above our comprehenfion.
The fingle point we are called to attend to, is
.the diftintion infinitely gracious which is made
:in our favour. A Saviour is provided for us, a
mercy infinite in itfelf, and the more highly to
be prized, that (Jude, verf 6.) the angels, our
fellow-creatures, “ who kept not their firft e-
¢¢ ftate, but left their own habitation, he hath
‘ referved in everlafting chains under dark.
‘ nefs, unto the judgement of the great day.”
If we fhould attempt a comparifon between our-
felves and thefe fpirvits of higher order, we
could find no ground of preference in our own
favour ; perhaps we fhould find many things
that might feem to operate a contrary way ; but
it is fafeft, in humility and gratitude to fay with
the pfalmift, Pfal. cxv. 3. ¢ Our God is in the
«¢ heavens, he hath done whatfoever he plea-
« fed.”

(2.) Butthis is not all; there is alfo a diftinc-
tion of particular perfons as the veflels of mer-
cy. Since 1 am introducing this fubject, to pre-
vent miftakes, 1 muft obferve, that every fin-
ner of the race of Adam- who fhall perifh eter-

nally, fhall alfo perifh moft juftly; his blood
fhall lie at his own door, and he fhall be found
guilty of rejeting the counfel of God againft
himfelf. At the fame time, all who are effec-
tually
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tually brooght to the faving knowledge. of God
through Chrift, fhall be obliged to confefs, that
they were brought in by almighty power, or,
in the language of the Holy Ghoft, 1 Pet. . 2.
that they are “ cle& according to the foreknow-
« ledge of God the Father, through fan&ifica-
# tion of the Spirit unto obedience, and fprink-
* ling of the blood of Jefus Chrift.” )
On this, as on the former brapch of this
head, it may be obferved, that we muft not pre-
fume to penetrate into the unfearchable depth of
the divine counfels; but at the fame time it muft
be remembered, that we are not permitted, and
cannot pretend, to find the reafons of preference
in ourfelves; for no fleth may glory in his pre-
fence. God in many paflages aflerts his own
fovereignty and perfet liberty in the diftribu-
tion of his grace: Rom. ix. 15. 16. * For he
¢ faith to Mofes, I will have mercy on whom
«¢ 1 will have mercy, and 1 will have compaflion
« on whom I will have compaffion. So then
¢ it is not of him that willeth, nor of him thac
«¢ runneth, but of God that fheweth mercy.”
And again, in the 18th verfe, « Therefore hath
< he mercy an whom he will bave mercy, and
¢ whom he will he hardeneth.” Nothing can
be harder, indeed, than for the proud and
carnal miad to bow before the fovescigaty of
Gad ; yet nothing is more avident, than thas
the deftination of the veflels of mercy deth nat
praceed upon the ordinary grounds of human
-eftimation. Nay, there feems to be an exprefs
_defiga to ftain the pride of all human glory :
1 Cor,
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1 Cor. i. 26. 27. * For.you fee your calling,
‘¢ brethren, how that not many wife men after
¢ the fleth, not many mighty, not many noble
¢t arecalled. But God hath chofen the foolith
things of the world, to confound the wife;
 and God hath chofen the weak things of the
¢ world, to confound the things which are
* mighty.” Experience daily illuftrates this;
for while we fee fome brought to an entire fub-
miffion to the gofpel, and an obedient conformi-
ty to the will of God, we fee many of equal, or of
greater rank, of equal or of greater ability and
endowments of mind, and favoured with equalor
fyperior advantages and opportunities of inftruc-
tion, who yet continue to bear the marks of
reprobation. The fame merties difpofe one to
thankfulnefs, and infpire another with pride..
The fame trials will {often one heart, and hard-
en another. Al this our Redeemer makes the
{ubjeét of a folemn thankfgiving to God, Luke
X. 21. - In that hour Jefus rejoiced in fpirit,
. ¢ and faid, I thank thee, O Fath¢r, Lord of
¢ heaven and earth, that thou haft hid thefe
¢ things from the wife and prudent, and haft
s¢ revealed them unto babes : even fo, Tather,
¢ for fo it feemed good in thy fight” Who
that believes, in this affembly, will prefume to
take the leaft part of the honour of it to him-
felf, or will sefufe to adore the d'ftinguifhing
love of God ? And how often muft thofe who
bear the meflage of peace be obliged to feck the
caufe of an unfuccefsful gofpel in the counfels
of the Moft High ? 2 Cor. iv. 3. “ But if our
Vou. L. M ¢ gofpel

»
-

\
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««¢ gofpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loft :
¢ in whom the god of this world hath blinded
-¢¢ the minds of them which believe not, left the
¢ light of the glorious gofpel of Chrift, who
« is the image of God, fhould ﬂnne unto
¢ them.”

‘5. The love of Chrift was an experg/ive love.
‘So great a deliverance would have called for the
moft humble and thankful acknowledgement,
though it had been as much without price to
the Saviour as to the finner, But oh! my
brethren, how far was it otherwife! and
what fhall we think or fay of the love of Chrift,
when we confider how much it coft him to pro-
cure falvation for us! when we confider the
depth of his humiliation, the variety, the conti-
nuance, and the greatnefs of his fufferings !
You cannot but be fenfible how frequent men-
tion is made of this in fcripture, or rather how
{:ldom it is omitted when the love of Chrift is
introduced at all. It is the circumftance parti-
cularly pointed at in the text, Unto him that lo-
ved us, and wafbed us from our fins in his own
bleed. The fame thing appears from the other
doxologies, or a&ts of worfhip to the Saviour,
which are contained in this book, as Rev. v. 9.
< And they fung a new fong, faying, Thou art
« worthy to take the book, and to open the
« {eals thercof : for thou waft flain, and haft
¢ redeemed us to God by thy blood.” It ap-
pears alfo, from the frequent mention of the -
crofs ot Chrift, on which his fufferings were -
completeds  Nay, of fo much moment was this,
that




Ser. 6. The love of Chrift in redera tion. 135

that it feems to have made the fum of the go-
fpel, as preached by the apoftles: 1 Cor. ii. 2.
¢¢ For I determined not to know any thing a-
* mong you, fave Jefus Chrift, and him crucic
¢ fied.”

The fufferings of Chrift, then, ought to be:
ever prefent to the mind of the believer. The
neceflity and importance of this is plain from
both the feals of the covenant of grace. The
water in baptifm reprefents the blood of Chrid;
and we are told, Rom..vi. 3. ¢ Know ye not,.
¢¢ that fo many of us as were baptized into Je-
¢ fus Chriit, were' baptized into his death.”
Fhe inftitution .of the Lord’s fupper alfo hal’
the remembrance of €hrift’s fufferings as its di:
ret and immediate intention: 1 Cor. xi. 24..
25. 26; “ And when Le had given thanks, he-

- ¢¢ brake it, and faid, Take, eat; this is my bo-

¢ dy, which is broken for you : this do in re-
¢ membrance of me. After the fame manncr-
‘¢ alfo he took the cup, when he had fupped,.
¢¢ faying, This cup is the new teftament in my
¢ blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in-
¢ remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat’
¢« this bread, and ‘drink this cup, ye do fhew-
¢¢ the Lord’s death till he come.” Remember,
then, Chriftians, how he left the throne of his.
«glory, and took upon him the form of a fer-
vant. Remember him-defpifed and rejected of-
men, 3 man of forrows, and acquainted with -
grief. His life indeed was one continued fcene:
af forrow, . from the cradle to the grave.

- Lhope the particulars of his fufferings are not~

M2 ftrangers:
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firangers to your meditations: may the Lord
enable you to contemplate them with. faith and
love. Remember his agony in the garden, when
he fuffered from his Father’s hand : ‘For ¢ it
«¢ pleafed the Lord to bruife him, and to put
¢ him to grief.” Think, © Chriftian, what it

was to redeem a loft world, when you hear him.

faying, as in Johnm xii. 27. “ Now is my foul
“ troubled; and what fhall I fay ? Father, fave
“ me from this hour : but for this caufe eame
“ T unto this hour.,” Remember him feized by

the treachery of one of his own difciples 3 aceu~
fed and arraigned as a felon; dragged to the-

tribunal of an unrighteous judge; clothed with
a purple robe, and erowned with thorns in de-
rnﬁon of his kingly office ; feverely fcourged;
Dlindfolded, buffeted, and fpit upon; and the
whole indeed fo conduéted by the righteous per:

miffion and unfeen diretion of divine provi- -

dence, . that hardly any expreflion, either of

cruelty or contumely, was omitted. Ccafe to-
wonder, my dear friends, that profane wretches
deride the figns of bis fufferings, when you -

remember, that the blinded rabble attending the
important trial were permitted to infult him,

fiying, « Prophefy unto us, thon Chrift, who is-

¢ he that {mote thee.”

Remember him going forth without thé
camp, bearing his reproach. Remembér that
fpotlefs vi&tim, the Lamb of Geod, ftretched up-
on a crofs, and nailed to the accurfed eee, while
he fuffered all that the extremity of bodily pain,
and the moft unutterable angnifh of fpirit, could

pofiibly
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poffibly infli® uwpon an insocent creature. No-
wonder that the earth did thake, that the rocks.

were rent,. and the natural fun refufed to give -
his light, when the Sun of Righteoufnefs was.

" ahder fo.great an eclipfe. Did the Saviour-

then willingly fubmit to all this pain- and igno-
miny for our fakes?. 'Was not this the moft:
expenfive love; and can we refufe to fay with.
the multitude of the heavenly hoft, Rev. v: 12..
“ Worthy is the Lamb that: was flain, to re-

% ceive power, and riches,.and wifdom, and:

«- firength, and honour,, and . glory, and blef-
« fing " o .
6. The love of Chrift was the moft ‘gemrerous -
and difmterefled love. . The fuppofition or fufpi-
cion of any interefted views-in what one perfon
does for another; nay, even:the. poflibility of
his ferving any purpofe of his own at the fame
time, greatly abates: the value of any favour,.
and leflens the fenfe of: obligation. But no-
thing of this kind can be fo much as imagined
here.. It was. giving to thofe from whem he
could receive nothing, and €mpiying himfelf of -
that glory to which the whole creation could not -
make:any-addition.. The truth is, we ought to -
confider in.the fame light every.other mercy of
Ged, as- well as the: love of Chrift his Son,.
which was the fource of them all: Job xxii. 2. .
8. 4. “-Can-a man be profitable unto God, as-
* he that is wife. may- be: profitable unto him- -

- ¢¢ felf? Is it any pleafure to the Almighty, that+

* thou art righteous ? or js it gain to him, that=
5 thou makeft thy ways perfe@@? Will he re--
M3, ‘% prove:
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« prove thee for fear of thee? will he enter
¢ with thee into judgement?” And to the
¢ fame purpofe, Job xxxv. 5. 6. 7. 8. ¢ Look
¢ unto the heavens, and fee, and behold the
¢ clouds, which are higher than thou. If
¢ thou finneft, what doft thou againft him?
« or if thy tranfgreflions -be multiplied, what
¢« doft thou unto him? If thou be righteous,
“ what giveft thou him? or what receiveth he
of thine hand'? - Thy wickednefs may hurt a
¢ man as thou art, and thy righteoufnefs may
¢ profit the fon of man.” The eflential glory
- and happinefs of the Deity, and confequently of
the Eternal Word, can receive no addition, nor
fuffer the fmalleft diminution, from the ftate of
any, - or of all his creatures, He was infinitely
happy in himfelf from all eternity, before there
was man -or angel to ferve him, and . would
have continued fo though they had never been.
How infinitely then are we indebted to this ge-
nerous Saviour ! with what gratitude ought we
to celebrate his pure and difinterefted love, who
-gracioufly interpofed in our behalf, and deli-
vered us from the wrath of God, by beanng it
in our room ! :

7. In the laft place, the love of Chrift was a
moft fruitful, atlive, and beneficent love. The
effe@ts of it are unfpeakably great; the bleflings
which we reap from it are not only infinite in
number, but ineftimable in value. They are
indeed almoft as valuable as their price was
coftly, It was not to be fuppofed, that fo great
a perfon would be employed upon a trivial
. work,

-~

]

-
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work; or an infinite price paid for an inconfts
derable purchafe. But how, my brethren, fhall
we form any adequate conception of the bene-
fits that flow from our Redeemer’s death ?  All
that is neceflary for us, all that is defireable to
us, all that is truly precious in itfelf, is effec~
tually made ours: Rom. viii. 32. “eHe that
¢ {pared not his own Son, but delivered him
‘ up for us all, how fhall he not with him alfo
¢ freely give us all things?” 1 Cor. i. 30.
 But of him are ye in Chrift Jefus, who of
“ God is made unto us wifdom, and righteou(-
“ nefs, and fan&ification, and redemption.”
(1.) We are through Chrift delivered from
condemnation : Rom, viii, 1. ¢ There is there-
*¢ fore now no condemnation to them which are
“ in Chrift Jefus, who walk not after the flefh,
‘¢ but after the Spirit.” Do you know any thing
of a fenfe of guilt? Does your creator’s power
and greatnefs ever make you afraid? Have you
trembled at the approach of the king of ter-
rors? or of that day of rightcous judgement,
" when God fhall render to every man according
to his works ? Chrift our Saviour hath deliver-
ed us ¢ from the wrath to come.” This is the
firft ground of the apoftle’s afcription inthe text :
Unto him that lsved us, and wafbed us from our
Jins in his own blood. Hear alfo the apoftle’s
triumphant affurance, Rom. viii, 33. 34. “ Who
¢ thall lay any thing to the charge of God’s e-
¢ le&t? Itis Godthatjuftifieth: who is he that
% condemneth ? It is Chrift that died, yea ra-

¢ ther, that is rifen again, who is even at the
¢ right
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¢ right hand of God, who- alfo- maketh inter--
4 ceflion for us.”

(2.) Through Chrift the believer isaffured, that: -
he fhall receive every thing that is neceffary for-
him in his paffage through the world: The Spi--
rit is purchafed and beftowed to lead him. into.
all wuth,’ apd to fan&ify him wholly. Chrift
did not fatisfy himfelf with cancelling our guilt,.
but made effedual provifion for the renovation-
of our nature. 'The Spirit # alfo given as a fpi:-
tit of cortfolation. He is ftyled the Comforter,.
who fhall akide weith us for ever. Without en:-
larging at this time on- the comforts of the go--
fpel, they are fufficienily commended in the fol--
lowing words of the apoftle, Phil. iv. 7. © And
‘ the peaca of Ged which paffeth all under--
“ ftanding, fhall keep your hearts and- minds-
¢ through Chritt Jefus.” To thefe add a fanc-
tifred- providence.. As many. as-are reconciled to-
God through: Chyift, may reft fatisfied that all'
things fhall work together for their good. The.
moft oppofite cwents, profperity and adverdity,.
health and ficknefs, honour and reproach, nay,
every thing without exception, fhall be fubfer-
vient to their intereft : 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23,
“¢ For all things are yours: whether Paul, or
¢ Apollos, or Cephas,. or the world, or life,

* ¢ ordeath, or things-prefent, or things to come ;
- ¢ all are yours; and ye are Chrift’s; and Chri@t
¢ is God’s.”

(3.) Through Chrift the believer isintitled to
everlafting glory and happinefs in the enjoyment
of God to all eternity. This wasamong the laft

' things
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things he told his difciples before he left the

_world : John xiv. 2. 3. “ In my Father’s houfe

¢ are many manfions ; if it were not fo, [ would
¢ have told you : I go to prepare a place for you.
¢ And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
¢ will come again, and receive you unto myfelf,

- ¢ that where' I am, there ye may be alfo.”

You arc this day to commemorate your Re-
deemer, who died once upon a crofs, but who
has now been many ages upon a thirone : Rev.
i. 18. ¢ I am he that liveth, and was dead ; and
¢ behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen ; and
‘¢ have the keys of hell'and death.” He is able
to make his faithful difciples thore thed con-’
querors ovet all their fpitirual enemiss ; or, as it
is exprefled in the paflage where the text lies; hé
will make them kivigs and: prigfis te God and his’
Father. In the paflage immediately preceding
the text, he is called the firft begotten from the
dead ; and eHewhere we are tald, that the order
of the refurreion is, ¢ Chrift the firft fruits,
¢¢. and afterwards they that are Chrift’s at his co-"
“ ming,” It fhall both finifh and Hluftrate his
love wheén he fhall riife them that fleep in the
duft; when he * fhall change thir vile bodies,
‘ that they may be fathidned like unto his own
¢ glorious body, according to the working
¢ whereby he is able to fubdue alt things unto
“ himfelf.” At prefent, how impetfe&t are our
difcoverids ! how weak and feeble our concep-
tions! how cold and Mnguid our affeClions?
Now we « fee through a glafs darkly, but then
* face to face.” O how joyful to every bclievﬁr
the
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the deliverance from a ftate of fuffering tempta-
tion and fin, and the pofleflion of perfect holi-
nefs and unchangeable happinefs! And O how
great the oppofition of the future to the prefent
ftate! No more ftruggling with the cvils of life :
No more perplexity or anxious care for food and
raiment ; no more diftrefs from ficknefs or pain;
no prifons nor oppreflors there ; no liars nor
flanderers there ; no complaints of an evil heart
there, but the moft perfet fecurity of ftate, and
moft unremitted vigour of affeftion. How fhall
theranfomed of the Lord then fing their Redeem-
" er’s praife! Rev. i. 5. 6. ** Unto him that loved
‘ us, and wathed us from our fins in his own.
¢ blood, and hath made us kings and pricfts ua-
¢ to God and his Father; to him be glory and
" ¢ dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

ILI. I proceed now to make fome pradtical
improvement of what hath been faid. And,

1. Let me intreat every perfon in this houfe:
to make the following obvious reflection : If fo
great are the obligations of believers,to the love-
of Chrift, how dreadful muft be the condition
of thofe who die in their fins! The one of thefe
explains and illuftrates the other. The believer-
can owe but little, if the deliverance is not great.
I have been lately {peiking of the happinefs of
the elect of God, i being freed from the mi-
feries of the prefent ftate; but, oh ! unhappy
they who fhall depart from this. life unreconci-
led to God: ¢ He that believeth on the Son-
“ hath everlafting life; but he that believeth.

[ not.
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““ not on the Son, fhall not fee life, but the
¢ wrath of God abideth on him.” When the
heirs of glory « fit down with Abraham, Ifaac, -
*“and Jacob, in the kingdom of their Father,”
the unbelieving and impenitent fhall be caft in-
to the lake of fire, ¢ where the fmoke of thejr .
¢ torment afcendeth up for ever and ever.,” I
defire to put you in mind of this, under the
impreflion of this important truth, That nothing
but the fovereign grace of God can make the
warning effetual ; and therefore befeeching
him to accompany it with the powerful opera-
tion of his Holy Spirit. At the fame time,
aflure you, that if you reje® the counfel of
God againft yourfelves, your blood fhaill be
upon your own heads. Do not pretend to fay,
«If it depends upon ele@tion, and almj hty
¢ grace is neceflary, all our endeavours wiil be
“ vain.” Secret things belong only to God.
His purpofe is not more unchangeable than his
promife is faithful. Nay, though you may not
be able to fee it, nor I to explain it, they areg
perfectly confiftent the one with the other. He
will be juft when he fpeaketh, and clear when be
Jjudgeth ; and therefore give heed to the exhor-
tation, not in my words, but in the words of
the Holy Ghoft, Phil ii. 12.13. “ Work out
“ your own falvation with fear and trembling,
“ For it is God which worketh in you, both to
* will and to do of his goed pleafure.” ,
Know, I befeech you, your own mercy;
The neceflity is urgent, and the time is uncer-
tain. - With what propriety may the words of -
o ’ ’ the

.
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the apoftle be addrefled to every perfon in eve-
ry fituation, and in every age ! 2 Cor. vi. 1. 2.
“ We then as workers together with him, be-
¢¢ feech you alfo, that ye receive not the grace
« of God in vgin : for he faith, I bave heard
¢ thee in a fime accepted, and in the day of fal-
#¢ vation have I fuccoured thee ; behold, now
“ is the accepted time; behold, now is the day
« of falvation.” Happy they who §ill hear the

joyful found ! Happy the finner who is not -

yet gone to his own place ! Flee, flee to your
firong hold, ye prifoners of hope. Confider
the aggravated guilt and feven fold condemna-
tion of defpifers of the gofpel. All that you
have heard of the love of Chrift ferves to thew
the danger of his epemies. Read the words
-immediately following the afcription of which
the text is a part, (ver. 7.): * Behold, he co-
“ meth with ¢clouds; and every eye fhall fee
« him, and they alfo which pierced him : and
« all kindreds of the earth -fhall wail becaufe of
“him.,” Read alfo this awful defcription,
Rev.vi. 14. 15. 16. 17. * And the heaven de-
¢ parted as a fcroll when itis rolled together ;
“and every mouptain and land were moved

4¢ont of their places : and the kings of che,

« earth, and the great men, and the rich men,
 and the chief captains, and the mighty men,
# apd every bond-man, and every free-man, hid
¢ themfelves in the dcs;, and in the rocks of
¢ the mountains ; and faid to the ‘mountains
¢ and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the
# faceof him that fiuethan the throne, and

. from

————
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* * from the wrath of the Lamb : for the great
* day of his wrath is come; and who fhall be
¢ able to ftand ?” Mark this extraordinary ex-.
prefion, % wrath ¢f the Lamb, that meek-
eft and gentleft of all creatures; teaching us,
that his former mecknefs, and patience, and
fuffering, fhall inflame and exafperate his fu:
ture vengeance. Could I condu@ you to the-
gates of the infernal prifon, I am perfuaded
you would hear Judas Ifcariot, and all other
treacherous difciples, crying out, ¢ O that
¢ Chrift had snever come in the fleth! The -
* thunders of Sinai would have been lefs ter-
¢ rible. The frowns of Jefus of Nazareth are
¢ infupportable. O the dreadful, painful, and
¢ uncommon wrath of a Saviour on the judge-
¢ ment-feat !’ — The Lord fpeak confolation to
his own people, and pierce the hearts of -his e-
nemics, that they may be brought to repent- .
ance.

2. You may learn from what has been faid,
that the great and leading motive to obedience
under the gofpel is a deep and grateful fenfe of
redceming love. This runs through the whole
writings of the New Teftament, It binds the
believer to his duty; it animates him to dili-
gence ; it fills him with comfort: 2 Cor. v, 14.
15. “For the love of Chrift conftraineth us,
¢ becaufe we thus judge, that if one died for
¢ all, then were all dead : and that he died for
“ all, that they which live, thould not hence-
“ forth live unto themfelves, but unto him
¢ which died for them, and rofe again” Gal.ii.

Vo, L N 19,
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19. 20, “ For I through the law am dead to the
« law, that I might live unto God. I am cru-
4 cifled with Chrift : neverthelefs I live; yet
¢ not I, but Chrift liveth in me: and the life
¢ which 1 now live in the flefh, I live by the
«¢ faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
¢ gave himfelf for me.” ~ That this motive will
havethe moft powerful influence on the believer’s
condudt, is evident both from reafon and expe-
rience. No principle takes a fafter hold of the
human heart than gratitude for favours recei-
ved. 1If the mercies be cordially accepted, and
highly efteemed, which is certainly the cafe
here, nothing can withftand its influence, It
reconciles the heart to the moft difficult duties ;
nay, it even difpofes the believer to court the
opportunity of making fome fignal facrifice, in
teltimony of his attachment. Love fincere and
fervent overcomes all difficulties ; or rather in-
deed it changes their nature, and makes labour
and fuffcring a fource of delight and fatisfadtion.
Let but the Saviour’s intereft or honour feem
to be concerned, and the believer, who feels
" how much he is indebted to him, will chearful-
ly emibrace the call, and fet no bounds to his
compliance. This fhows how much beauty and
force there is in our Lord’s manner of recom-
mending love and’ compaffion to our fellow-
creatures, Matth. xxv. 40. ‘“ And the King
« fhall anfwer, and fay unto them, Verily I fay
“ unto you, In as much as ye have done it un-
¢ to one of the leaft of thefe my brethren, ye
“ haye done it unto me.” But to what pur-
' _ pofe

‘
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~ pofe do I dwell upon this fubje? for a fenfe
of redeeming love is not only the moft power-
ful motive to every other duty, but is itfelf the
pofieflion and exercife of the firft duty of the
moral law, as well as the fum and fubftance of
evangelical holinefs, wviz. -the love of God.
The firft fin, by which our nature fell, was a
diftruft of and departure from God; and the
malignity of every fin we continue to commit,
confifts in giving that room in the heart te
fomething elfe, which is due only to God. A
fenfe of redeeming love, therefore, expels the e-
nemy, and makes up the breach, as thereby the
love of God is fbed abroad in our hearts.

3. You may fee, from what has been faid,
the néceffity of a particular application of the
‘truths of the gofpel to ourfelves, and the re- ,
liance of every believer upon them as the foun-
dation of his own hope. I have fomctimes had:
‘eccafion te ebferve to you, that it is very doubt--
ful, whether any perfon can fo much as ap-
prove in his judgement the truths of the go-
fpel, till he perceive his own intereft in them,.
and their neceffity to his peace. Certain it is,
the world that lieth in wickednefs generally de-
fpifes them. However, I fhall admit as a
thing poflible, that a bad man may, elther by
imitation, or the power of outward evidence,.
embrace the gofpel as a fyftem of truth, But
furely the love- of Chrift can neither be a fource.
of comfort, nor a principle of ‘obedience, un-
‘lefs he confider it as terminating vpon him-
felf. Without this, the whole is general, cold,,

- Na and:
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and umntcreﬁmg But when he confiders, not
only the certainty of the truth, but the extent
of the invitation, and can fay, with Thomas,
My Lord, and my Ged, then indeed the ties are
laid wpon him ; then indeed he begins to feel
their confiraining power; then he not only con.
templates the glory of God in the grace of re-
demption, but chearfully and unfeigredly confe-
crates himfelf to the fervice of bis Redeemer.
This leads me, in the
4th and laft place, to invite every finner in
this aflembly to accept of Chrift as bis Saviour,
and to rely upon him as he is offered in the go-
fpel. To the fecure and infenfible, I know it
. 1s in vain to fpeak. But if you fee your own
danger, what fhould hinder your belief and re-
liance on the Saviour ? If you either necd or
acefire deliverance, what with-helds your accept-
ance of it, when it is not only freely offered to
you, but earneftly urged upon you ? Can you
doubt the teftimony of the Amen, the faithful
and true witnefs ? The bleflings of his purchafe
belong not to one peaple or family, but to cvery
nation under heaven. The commiffion of thofe
who bear his meflage is unlimited : Mark xvi. 15.
“ Go ye into all the world, and preach, the go~
¢ {pel ‘to every creature,® They are offered,
not only to the virtuous, the decent, and regu-’
lar, but to .the chigf of finners : 1 Tim. i 135.
¢ This is a faithful faying, and worthyof all ag-
¢ ceptation, That Chrift Jefus came into the
““ world to fave finners; of whom I am chief.”
‘Whoever heareth thcfe glad tidings, he difko-
nourcth
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noureth God, he poureth contempt on his Sa«
viour’s love, and he wrongeth his own foul, if’
he does not receive confolation from them. Be
not hindered by what you fee in yourfelves, un»-
lefs you are in love with fin, and afraid of being.
divorced from it. The gofpel is preached to:
finners, It does'not expeét to find them, but
it is intended to make them, holy. A deepand
inward fenfe of your own unworthinefs, unlefs.
it is prevented by the deceiver, fhould only make
you more highly efteem the grace of the gofpel,
and more willingly depend on your Redeemer’s:
love..

I conclude withi thie invitation whxch he him--
felf gives to the weary finner, Matth. xi. 28.
29. 30. “Come unto me, all ye that labour, and’
¢ are heavy laden, and [ will give you reft..
# Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
« for I am meek and lowly in heart : and ye
* {hall find reft unto your fouls. For my yoke:
* is cafy, and my burden is light.”"

N3 3 ER-
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SERMON VI .

Redemption the fubje® of admiration to the
angels.

tPETER i 12. laft daufe.
Which things the angels defire to look into.

Ation Sermon,

Y brethren, A ferious and attentive mind,

on perufing the facred volume, can

hardly help being often firuck both with the fen-
timents and language of the infpired writers on
the fubjet of redemption. With what a-deep
veneration of foul, with what warmth of affec-
tion, with what tranfports of adoring thankful-
nefs do they fpeak of the plan laid by divine
wifdom, for the falvation of loft finners, by the
erofs of Chrift! A perfon poffefled only of
underftanding and tafte, may admire thefe fal-
lies of holy fervour, for the elevation of thought,
and boldnefs of expreffion, which a man’s be-
ing in good ecarneft on an interefting fubject
doth naturally infpire.  But happy, happy, and
only happy, that foul who from an inward appro-
bation can reccive, relith, and apply thofe glo-
‘rious things that ‘are fpoken of the name, charac-
ter, and undertaking of the Saviour of finners.
You may obferve, that there are two diffe-

‘rent fubjedts, in general, on- whlch the writers
of
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of the New Teftament are apt to break out,
and enlarge, when they are confidering or com-
mending the myflery of redemption. One is,
the glory of God, as it appears in it; the lufire
of divine power, wifdom, and grace, which
reigns through the whole. The fecond is, the
unfpeakable intereft which we have in it, from
the danger efcaped on the one hand, and the
exalted hopes to which we are raifed by it, on
the other. I cannot help putting you in mind,
that thefe two things are fo infeparably joined,
that none can forget or be infenfible of any one
of them, without in reality defpifing both. And
as a view of the divine glory feems moft imme-
diately calculated to affift and continue a proper
worfhipping frame, I intend, that this fhall
_lead the way in our meditations on this occafion.
The facrament of the Lord’s fupper is called the .
Euchariff, or. facrifice of praife ; and therefore

very fit for adoring contemplation,
The words which I have read are the conclu-
fion of the apoftle Peter’s account of the gra-
dual unfolding of this great defign of Provi-
dence; and they contain a firiking and extraor-
dinary fentiment, That the angels themfelves are
filled with 2 holy curiofity to fearch into the my-
ftery of redemption. Few commentators have
failed to obferve, that the word here tranflated
tolook into, properly fignifies, 2o ffoop or bend down, |
and examine with the firiéteff attention. This,
my brethren, gives us a very exalted view of the
fcheme of redemption, as a leading defign in the
‘government of God, that thefe pure and exalted
fpirits,
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fpirits, not only adare it a3 a part of their crea-
tor's will, butthat they are loft and {wallowed up-
in the contemplation of it, and fec fuch a feries
of wonders, as they are not able to comprehend,
If this is fo, lat us no longer poftpona the fol-
lowing refle&tion : How much more are we, the-
interefted parties, called t0 adore and dwell on
this myftery of love, an which our falvation
from deferved wrath, and poffeffion of infinite
felicity to all eternity is fufpended! I cannot
find a move proper fubjet for an introduétion
to the facred and folema fervice of this day;.
and therefore I beg your auention, while I
endeavour, in dependence on divine graee, to-
illuftrate the aflertion in the text, by mentioning,
fome partieulars in the miyftery of redemption,
which are probably the fubject of adering inqui-
ry, and perhaps holy aftonithment, to thofe ce--
leftial fpirits. Having dospe this, I will conelude
with fome improvement of the fuhje&, for aflift-
ing you in your prefent duyty..

1. FirsT, then, we are to mention thefe cir-
cumftances in the myftery of redemption which
are probably the fubjeét of adoring imquiry, or
pechaps holy aftonithment, to the angels of
God. The angels, though they .are exalted
creatures, are yet plainly of limited capacity.
There.are many things of which they are igna-
raot: Matth, xxiv. 36. “ But of that day and
¢ hour kneweth no man, no, not the angels of
¢ heaven, but my Father only.,” And as their
employment is to be,meflengers apd minifters of
God, with fome inferior agency, in the conduét

of

A
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of his providence ; fo it is not to be doubr-
ed that much of their happinefs confifts in
the contemplation of the nature and glory
of God, as difcovered in his works. They
are reprefented in the book of Job as joyful
witnefles of the creation and birth of this lower
world : Job xxxviii, 6. 7. “ Whereupon are the
¢« foundations thereof faftened ? or who laid
« ‘the corner-ftone thereof ? when the morn-
« ing-@ars fang together, apd all the fons of
¢ God fhouted for joy.” The ftate of the
church is alfo reprefented as difcovering to them
the divine wifdom : Eph. iii. 1o, ‘¢ To the in-
 tent that now umto the principalities and
" powers in heavenly places might be known by
“ the church the manifold wifdom of Gad.”

Let us therefore canfider what circumftances
in the myftery of rcdemption may be fuppofed
to firike them moft with aftonifhment and won~
der. This we cannot do witheut finding our-
felves greatly intercfted, and called to the deep-
eft humility, and at the fame time the higheft
exercife of gratitude and love. And,

1. The firft thing I fhall mention is the in-
sarnation of the Son of God ; the union of the
divine and human nature, by the Word’s be-
ing made fleth, Thisis indeed the firft thing to
be confidered, both in order and in rank. O
wonderful union indeed! Well might the a-
poftle fay, 1 Tim. iii, 16, “ Without contro-
¢ verfy, great is the myftery of godlinefs : God
¢ was manifeft in the flefh, juftified in the Spirit,

. ¢ feen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,
‘¢ believed
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¢ 'believed on in the world, received up into glo-
* ry.”” But what view muft the angels have of
this event ? thofe glorious and adtive beings, who
are thus defcribed, Pfal. civ. 4. “ Who ma-
“ keth ‘his angels fpirits, his minifters a fla-
“ ming fire.” Their knowledge-of the nature
of God, asa pure and immaculate fpirit, as the
cternal, uncreated, felf-exiftent Father of fpi-
rits, and of the Son, as one with the Father,
who ¢ thought it no robbery to be equal with
¢ God,” muft deeply aftonifh them at this mar-
vellous humiliation ; that he thould become one
perfon with a creature, and that with a creature
lower than themfelves; for it “is  exprefsly faid,
that ¢ he was made a little lower than the an-
¢ gels.” How aftonithing, that he who is the
Lord of angels, and whofe diftance from the
higheft of all created fpirits is not great only,
but infinite, fhould become a man, by taking

to himfelf a true body and a reafonable foul !
It is more than probable from our text, efpe-
cially when compared with the context, and o-
ther paffages of fcripture, that this dxfcovery was
_ made to the angels only gradually,as it was to
men, They could not but have intimations of
‘God’s purpofe of mercy, which was begun and
‘carried on immediately after the fall ; this how-
ver wasdone ina manner comparatively dark and
obfcure. There have been indeed fome who feem
to me to have gone 2 little beyond their depth ;
and who have fuppofed, that God difcovered to
the angels, even before the creation of man,
the fall, which he forefaw, and the method by
' which
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which he propofed to recover a chofen remnant,
viz. the incarnation of his own Son ; that the
fuperior horfour done to an inferior creature, ftir-
red up the pride and envy of Lucifer, and his
affociates ; and that in this confifted their guile

 and apoftafy, for which they were punithed

with an immediate banithment from the abodes
of blifs, and are now referved in chains under
darknefs to the day of judgement. ‘
‘This at beft is but mere conjeCture. It feems
much more probable, that they learned the feve-
ral parts of this great defign of mercy in their
gradual accomplithment. It cannot indeed be
doubted, that the angels who were concerned
in the miniftry of providence, muft have known
early of the intended redemption, and the re-
deemer. Yet when they are faid, as in the
text, to look into the things preached in the go- '
fpel, it gives reafon to conclude, that the in-
carnation and fufferings of Chrift was, with

‘regard to them, as well as us, a myftery hid from

ages and generations. Now, how could thofe
holy angels who retained their integrity, but
be filled with amazement at the depth of divine
councils, when they faw themfelves obliged to
worthip a man, to worfhip a feeble infant, born
in a ftable, and lying in a manger? when they
found themfelves charged with publifhing the
glad tidings ? as in Luke ii. 10. 11, 12. 13. 14.
¢ And the angel faid unte them, Fear not:
¢¢ for behold, I bring you good tidings of great
¢ joy, which fhall be to all people. For unto
“ you is born thxs day, in the ity of David,a

& Savxo.rr, e
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# Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord. And this

* {hall be a fign unto you; Ye fhall find the -

* babe wrapped in- fwaddling-cloaths, lying in
* amanger. And fuddenly there was with the
% angel 2 multitude of the heavenly hoft, prai-
* fing God, and faying, Glory to God in the
* higheft, and on earth peace, good-will to-
* wards men.”

There is one circumftance in the incarnation it-
{elf, which ought not to be omitted, becaufe it
is mentioned in feriptare, and is certainly as a-
ftonifhing as any, That he was not only made
Hefh, but fent in the fikenefs of finful flefb. What
fo oppofite to the nature of God as fin? And
what fo furprifing, as that the Son of God, tho'
without fin, yet fhould in 4l refpects outwardly
be like to finners ? that he fhould be born of
a finner, taken for a finner, treated as a fioner,
" and at laft crucified with the utmoft ignominy,
as a more than ordinary finner? I doubt not,
but thofe angels who looked with wonder on him
in the manger, looked with ftill greater wonder
on him on the crofs ; thatthe whole hoft of them
are confidering this with boly wonder ftill}
and that it fhall be the theme of cternal wonder
to the innumerable company about the throne.
This leads me to obferve,

2. That another circumftance which mutft af-
ford matter for adoring inquiry to the_celeftial
fpmts, is the fubftitution of an innocent perfon
in the room of the guilty, and his fuffering from
the hand of God. When man’s apoftafy was
. .'ﬁxﬁ known, I reckon we mmay affirm with faffi-

ciene
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cient certainty, that it could not ester into any
created mind, that his recovery was poffible.
Many are even of opinion, that fome paffages of
fcripture carry in them an intimation, that it
bad been propofed, and as it were a trial made,
in the councils of heaven, among aflembled an-
+gels, whether any remedy could be found for the
guilt and apoftaly of man; and that none was

" found either able or willing to ftand in his room 3
as in that of the Pfalmift, cited by the apoftle to
the Hebrews, chap. x..5. 6. 7. “ Wherefore
¢ when he cometh into the world, he faith, Sa-

© ¢ crifice and offering thou wouldft not, but a-bo-
¢ dy haft thou prepared me: In burnt-offerings
% and facrifices for fin, thou.haft had no plea-
« fure: Then faid I, Lo, I come (in the vo-
« Jume of thy book it is written of me) to do
¢ thy will, O God.” And in the prophecies of
Ifaiah, chap.lix. 16. ¢ And he faw that there
¢ was ho man, and wondered that there was no
« interceflor ; therefore his arm brought falva-
¢ tion unto him, and his righteoufnefs, it fuf-
¢ tained him.” I will not take upon me to af.
firm this interpretation of thefe paffages; but
the firft of them, which is applied by the a-
poftle to Chrift, certainly implies, that he under-
took the redemption of finners when other fa-
crifices weie found ineffectual,

Now, my brethren, let us 'profecute the re-
fletion pointed out by the text. The angels
bad always hitherto feen innocence and holinefs
attended with peace and felicity, and they had
{een the apofiate fpirits laid under an irreverfible

VoL. L Q ' fentence
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fentence of condemnation. It is probable they
looked upon it as manifeftly founded on the na-
ture of God, that he could not punifth the inno-
cent, and that he could not but punifh the guil.
ty. What aftonithment then muft it have given
them, ‘what new views of the boundlefs fove-
reignty and unfearchable wifdom of the Moft
High muft it have opened to them, when they
heard him faying, « Deliver him from going
~ ¢ down into the pit, I have found a ranfom !”
How muft they with wonder dwell on this part
of the providence of a wife, holy, juft, and
gracious God, that the pure and innocent Jefus,
. the beloved of the Father, fhould make his ap-
pearance in this lower world, the abode of guil-
ty creatures, under manifeft tokens of their Crea-
tor’s difpleafure ! that he fhould not only en-
ter on the fcene in the weaknefs of infancy, but
with every circumftanice of meannefs and bafe-
nefs! How often muft they have béen put to a
{tand, what to think of the feverity and perfe-
cution, the contempt and oppofition which he
met with from thofe very finners whom he came
to fave!

But above all, how muft they have been at
a lofs to comprehend his being expofed, not on-
ly to the contempt of man, but to the wrath of
God! For ¢ it pleafed the Lord to bruife him,
“ he hath put him to grief.” What muft have
been the furprife of that minifter of providence,
who was fent ¢ from heaven to ftrengthen” him,
when he found him under an inexpreflible agony
of fuffering, making fupplication with ftrong

crying -
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crying and tears, faying, ¢ Father, if it be poffi-
¢ ble, let this cup pafs from me!” And’ what
created {pirit is able to reach the unfathomable
meaning of his complaint upon the crofs, My
“ God, my God, why haft thou forfiken me?”
In the fufferings of an innocent perfon in the
room of the guilty, in the fufferings of the well-
beloved Son of God from his ‘Father’s hand,
there is fuch an unfearchable depth, as no finite
underftanding is able to comprehend. At firft
view it feems to contradiét the reétitude and ho-
linefs of the divine nature; but on a nearer in-
fpeftion, there is fuch a firiking difcovery of
wifdom, holinefs, juftice, and mercy, that an-
gels defire with a holy curiofity to contemplate

and adore it.
3. As immediately founded upon the former,
another circumftance in the plan of redemption
through Chrift, which will afford matter of won |
- der to the celeftial {pirits, is the free juftification
of finners, and their acceptance with God, thro”
the imputed righteoufuefs of Chrift. If it ap.
pears aftonithing, that God, who diftributes fa-
vour and punithment with the moft perfeét e-
quity, fhould punith the innocent, it appears e-
qually fo, that he fhould thew favour to the guil-
ty; that he fhould forgive their fins, accept their
perfons, and vifit them with his loving-kindnefs,
and all this for the merit and obedience of ano-
ther. What! (may it be faid), is henot unchange-
ably holy ? Is he not of purer eyes than to be-
hold lmqmty ? Are we not affured that evil can-
Q2 not
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not dwell with him, nor finners ftand in bis pre-
fence?. How fhall he receive into his favour thefle
.offending rebels 2 how fhall he take into bis bo-
fom fuch polluted wretches? And ‘what can be
the meaning of imputation ? Can perfonal worth
be transferred? Can he commit fo great an error,
as to view them with complacency for the merit

of another ?
Muft not this appear a new and extraordinary-

plan to the angels, ‘who, by perfonal and perfect
obedience, retain the favour of their Creator,
and who bad been bitherto ftrangers to the in.
fluence and interceflion of a mediator 2 who
kad feen no fuch thing take place when their
brethren finned? Heb. ii, 16. ¢ For verily he
¢ took pot on him the nature of angels, but he
“ took on him the feed of Abraham.” The ho-
ly angels, not inclined to fay, as thore prefump-
tuous men too often do, ¢ Let us continue in
¢ fin, that grace- may abound,” will rather fay,
¢ Letus ftep afide, and feethis great fight.” They

wili then fee, that there is no way more proper

fci mzictaining the dignity of the divine govern-
meni; nay, that it is the only way by which
thole who have been finners can be received into
fuvour. They will fee and confefs, that there
is no circamftance whatever that tends more to
level the pride of the fnner’s heart, and bring
him to univerfal fubmiffion, and abfolute fubjec-

tion to the fovercignty of God. I am perfuaded -

indeed, that even angels who never finned, have
more of fubmiffion to the divine fovereignty, and
dependence on the gbfolute grace of their Crea-

‘ Lor,

— —_—
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tor, than many are apt to imagine; yet furely
our world is the great theatre of divine grace.
The fame infinite benignity which thews itfelf in
heaven in favour to the worthy, is difplayed on
earth, to the aftonithment of heaven nfelf, in
mercy to the guilty. .

Suffer me, my brethren, to embrace this op~
portunity of obferving, that nothing is more
groundlefs than the accufation of men of cors -
rupt minds, againft the do¢trine of divine grace,. .
as encouraging to fin. It hath the very contras
ry effect, and that on thefe two accounts.

() Itis fo mortifying to human pride, that
the power of fin muft be broken at leaft, before
it can be truly and cordially reccived. There
is not {o difficult a duty in the whole compafs of
the moral law, as an unfeigned denial of our own:
righteoufnefs and ftrength, and being willing to.
count all things but lofs for the excellency of
the knowledge of Chrift, To receive forgive-
nefs as mere mercy to thofe who had deferved

* to perith, without any complaint either againft
the ftrictnefs of the law, or the ﬁ:verity of the
fanétion, is not fo eafy as many feem to imagine,.
and what no man is brought to but by the Holy
Ghoft,

(2) As the finner muft be really fubjeted to
€od the Creator, before he can lay hold of his.
mercy through Chrift the Redeemer; fo it is
plain, that the moft effe&tual mealures are taken
to continue and perpetuate this fubjedtion. It
is plain, that the infinite unmerited love of God
to his foul, is the moft powerful and operative:

03 principle
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principle of obedience that can dwell in the hu-
man heart: 2 Cor. v. 14. 15. “ For the love of
% Chrift conftraineth us; becaufe we thus judge,
¢ that if one died for all, then were all dead;
¢ and that he died for all, that they which live,
¢ fhould not henceforth live unto themfelves, but
¢ unto him which died for them, and rofe again.”
Such confidence has the fame apoftle in the
firength of this principle, he bids defiance to all
trials and oppofition : Rom. viii. '35. ¢ Who
“ fhall feparate us from the love of Chrift? Shall
¢ tribulation, or diftrefs, or perfccution, or fa-
- % mine, or nakednefs, or peril, or fword?” And
again, ver. 38. 39. “ For 1 am perfuaded that
“ neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
¢ cipalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor
“¢ things to come, nor height, ner depth, nor a-
- # ny other creature, fhall be able to feparate us
< from the love of God, which is in Chrift Jefus
s¢ our Lord»” Thefe great principles of fan&li-
fication are new to the angels. When therefore
-they fee the holinels of God fhining in the free
juftification of finners through Chrift, it will add
new force and new meaning to that fong of
praife which they are reprefented as finging,
Rev.iv. 8. ¢ And they reflt not day and nighe,
# faying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty,
¢ which was, and is, and is to come.”

4. In the /af? place, -Another circumftance in
the myftery of the gofpel which will be matter
of wonder to the angels, is the application of
redemption, or the manner and means of tranf-
lating finners ¢ from darknels to light,” and

« from




r

Ser.7»  admiration to the angels. 163

¢ from the power of Satan unto God.” Before
the plan of divine grace with regard to fallen
man was opened to them, they had feen no ex-
amples of finners but the fallen angels. From
their irreverfible fentence, and blafpheming rage
in their torment, thofe who remained in their
happy ftate, would be apt to conclude, that
there could be no recovery for a creature who
bad once departed from his integrity at alk
But when they learned fomething of the divine
purpofe for the falvation of fallen man, efpecial
ly the amazing and unfpeakable grace that ap-
peared in the appointment of the Mediater, and
the univerfal unlimited offer of falvation in his
pame, whativould be the effeét? I dare fay they
would certainly conclude, that it would be re-’
ceived with the higheft tranfports of joy, by all
thofe unhappy criminals who were lyipg under

" the curfe of a broken law. Accordingly the an-

gel, in his meffage to the (hepherds, calls it good
tidings of great joy to all people:

What then muft have been their additional
furprife, when they heard the prophet faying, 1f
liii. 1. % Who hath believed our report? and 1o
# whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ?” when
they faw.-that this gracious Saviour was * defpi-
“ fed and rejeQed of men?” when they obfer-
ved fo many turn a deaf ear tothe moft impor-
tunate calls of the gofpel? when they found
them cavilling themfelves out of eternal happi~
nefs, and advancing their own blinded and be-
wildered reafon in contempt of the infinite wif-
dom of God? What muft thofe holy angels, who.
. ’ ae
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are filled with gratitude for creating goodnefs,
think of thofe heirs of hell, who pour contempt
upon redeeming love? I cannot touch upon e-
very thing that rifes here to our view, but 1am
perfuaded that the adminiftration of the covenant
of grace is as full of myftery to the celeftial fpi-
rits, as any part of the plan, Inftead of every
finner humbly imploring reconciliation with an
offended God, our Redeemer, as a Sovereign
Lord, as the Prince of Peace, fiift conquers
thole as enemies, whom he afterwards cherithes
as friends, He is endued with all power for this
great work ; and the Pfalmift gives a beautiful
defcription of its influence and effe&t, Pfal. xlw..
3. 4 5. “ Gird thy fword vpon thy thigh,
% O moft mighty ; with thy glory and thy ma-
¢ jefty : and in thy majefty ride profperoufly, be-
¢ caufe of truth, and mecknefs, and righteouf-
“ nefs ; and thy right hand fhall teach thee ter-
¢ rible things. T'hine arrows are fharp in the

¢ heart of the king’s enemies, whereby the peo- -

« ple fall under thee.” He hath fent forth his
Holy Spirit as an almighty agent, to reconcile
finners unto God. Is there not alfo a depth of
divine fovereignty to be feerrin the choice of the
veffels of mercy? The apoftle Paul in the midft
of the fury of perfecuting zeal, Mary Magdalene
from the midft of the flames of unclean luft,
Zaccheus from the heart-hardening crimes of éo-
vetoufnefs and oppreflion, and many others of
she chief of finners, have been made the tro-
phies of divine grace, and may fay, in the words
of their great example the apoftle Paul, 1 Tim.i.

15

.
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15, “ This is a faithful faying, and worthy of

« all acceptation, that Chrilt Jefus came into the
<« world to fave finners, of whom I am chief.”
It deferves alfo particular notice, that faith

. itfelf is faid to be the operation and the gift of
. God: Eph. ii. 8 ¢ For by grace are ye faved,

¢ through faith ; and that not of yourfelves: it
¢ is the gift of God.” And indeed the change
in general which conftitutes the new nature, is
confidered as a birth or creation from above :
John i. 13. % Which were born, not of blood,
« nor of the will of the fieth, nor of the will of
¢ man, but of God.” It appears plainly, from
many exprefs declarations of fcripture, from the
power neceffary to overcome their obftinacy, and
from the feat of the difeafe itfelf, which lies in
the will, that finners, while they continue fo, in-
fead of defiring, refift their recovery. What a
fubje@ of contemplation prefents itfelf to the
angels here! What an unknown view is givea
them of the infinite evil and malignity of fin ¢
What a humbling fenfe of created weaknefs L
What a leffon of caution for their after. conduét t
It hath been conje€tured, not without apparent
reafon, and fome countenance from fcripture, that
the great purpofe which the human fyftem is in-
tended to ferve in the univerfal kingdom of God, |
is to be an everlafting monument, that a rational

creature who has once departed from its inno-

cence, and obedience to its Creator, never can a-
gain return to the fame flate, but by his own al-
mighty power and fovereign grace, Upon the

whole,
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whole, from this faint view of the plan of re.
demption, as lying open to the attention of
principalities and powers, we may fay with the
apoftle Paul, Rom. ii. 33. “ O the depth of the
“ riches both of the wifdom and knowledge of
¢ God ! how unfearchable are his judgements, and
¢ his ways paft finding out !”

1 proceed now to conclude the fubje&t, by
fome praétical improvement of what has been faid.
And, -~

1. What you have heard will contribute, I
hope, by the divine blefling, to fhew the guilt
of thofe who defpife the gofpel, and ferve to re-
move the offence of the crofs. It required no
fmall meafure of fortitude in the apoftle Paul, to
declare that he was not * athamed of the crofs
“ of Chrift,” which at its firft publication was
“to the Jews a ftumbling-block, and to the
¢ Greeks foolithnefs.” The dotrine of the
crofs, in its fimplicity and purity, has been mat-
- ter of offence in every fucceeding age, to men
of proud and worldly minds. God knows, there
are not wanting many at this time, who treat the
doftrine of the crofs, and falvation by grace,
with as much contempt and infolence as they
dare, Nor is it at all impoffible, that there may
be fome among you who are infected with thefe
poifonous and deftrudtive principles. ‘Be per- .
fuaded, O deluded foul! that ¢ the weaknefs of
% God is ftronger than man,” and ¢ that the
¢ wifdom of man is foolithhefs with God.” This-

glorious
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gloriotis and gracious plan hath the approbation
and admiration of angels, though it hath the
contempt of finners. It aftonithed the angels,
therefore no wonder though it (hould aftonith us.
You will perhaps fay, It is indeed aftonithing a-
bove meafure ; it teaches me to believe an incar-
nate God,a fuffering Saviour,theinnocent punifhed,
and the guilty forgiven. It isattended with {fo many
furprifing circumftances, that I cannot help faying,
How can thefe thingsbe ! But as Samfon faid inhis
riddle, “ Out of the eater came forth meat, out
“ of the ftrong came forth fweetnefs;” fo out
of the fuggeftions of your corrupt minds, I would

.derive fome evidence of the truth. A cunning-

ly devifed fable would be drefled by the decei-
ver in a manner {uited to the human tafte; but
this doétride hath not upon it any of the marks
of human wifdom." Ido not think if it had not
been revealed, that it could have entered into
any human mind; and therefore we may juftly
fay, ¢ Salvation belongeth unto God.” It is be-
caufe he is God, and not man, that we, the
children of men, “ are not confumed.”

2. You may learn, from what has been faid,
the encouragement that is given to fioners to re-
turn to God through Chrift. The very circum.
ftances that are moft aftonithing and admirable
in this great difpenfation, are the undeferved love
and unexpected condefcenfion of God to guilty
and miferable finners. I know that the inward
and effetual call can only be given by the Holy
Ghoft; but I know alfo, that “ faith cometh by -
“ hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

Therefore,
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Therefore, in expe&ation of the blefling of him
who “ hath the hearts of all men in bis hand, and
“ turneth them howfoever he will,” 1 proclaim
in the hearing of every finaer within thefe walls,
¢ that God fo loved the world, that he gave his
¢« only begotten Sonm, that whofoever believeth
% in him might not perifh, but might have ever-
« lafting life.”” I repeat the univerfal call, that
“ him that cometh to him, he will in no wife
« caft out.” Are there not many in this houfe
under the power of fin, and the curfe of a bro.
ken law? Nay, who is there that is not cone.
demned by thefe important words, which you
will find Gal. iii. 1o, ¢ Curfed is every one that
¢ continueth not in all things which are written
¢ in the book of the law to do them.” This
fentence ftands uncancelled againft all who are
not reconciled to God by faith in Chrift Jefus.
Is the application difficult? Ye flaves of fin,
drunkards, {wearers, profane and lafcivious jeft-
ers, envious and malicious flanderers, retainers
of upjuft gain, and all without exception who
are lovers of pleafures more than lovers of God,
ye (hall be flain all of you; “as a bowing wall
 (hall ye be, and as a tottering fence.” Remem-
ber the mifery of thofe who die in an unconvert-
ed flate: “ Itis a fearful thing to fall into the
“ hands of the living God. 'Who can abide with
“ devouring fire? who can dwell with everlafting
“ burnings?” Admire the infinite grace of God
through our Lord Jefus Chift, and admire the infi-
nite wildom of God that hath laid help for you upon

one

—
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one who is “ mighty to fave.” May 1 not fay,
that, on.this folemn-occafion, your Saviour fpeaks
to you, not only in his word, but from his
crofs ?  See the juftice of God in the crofs of
Chrift, and thence. learn the evil of fin. See
the power and wrath- of God in the crofs of
Chrift; and tremble at your own ftate.  See the
matchlefs love of God in the crofs of Chrift, and
be perfuaded to return to him with weeping,
with- fupplication, and with mourning. Let the
eye of faith be pointed at the: dying Saviour, and
fay unto him, ¢ O almighty fufferer, look down,
* look down from thy trumphant infamy, pity
“ and pierce this hard heart with a fenfe of guilt
“and mifery. Thou haft faid, that when thou
¢ fhouldft be lifted vp from the earth, thou
“ wouldft draw all men unto thee: let this pro-
¢ mife be fulfilled to my experience. Draw me,
% we will run after thee. Lord, take away
¢ my complicated guilt; ‘Lord, renew and paci-
“ fy my unfanflified affeCtions, form me for
¢ thyfclf, that I may ferve thee here, and after-
¢¢ wards fee thee as thou art-1”

3. From what hath been faid upon this fub-
je&, you may examime your title to partake of
the holy ordinance of the Lord’s fupper; or, in
other words, your right to the favour of God,
and to eternal life. No difpofition more fuitable,
none more neceffary, at a communion-table, than
a grateful and admiring fenfe of redeeming love.
Not only the profane blafphemer, or the fcorn-
ful defpifer, is unfit to fit down at this feaft, but
the felf-righteous formalift who never faw him-

“Vor. I. P felf
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{cif undone. It is true indeed, that when angels
themfelves are putto a ftand, all our thoughts
muft foon be loft and fwallowed up. But, my
brethren, do you defire to look into it? ‘do you
fecl a fenfible pleafure and delight in this facred
-employment? do you, in fome meafure, fee the
glory of divine grace, though you are not able
to meafure its dimenfions? There is no fubject
fo obfcure and unintelligible to thofe who are
firangers to the power of religion, as the myftery
of redeeming love; no fubje&t fo odious and
diftafteful to thofe whofe minds are formed up-
on the maxims of the world, as the doétrine of
falvation by grace. .Chrift upon a crofs, Chrift
vpon a throne, Chrift the believer’s rock .and re-
fuge, the fource of bis ftrength, and the fource
of his comfort, they are neither able to relith
por comprehend, All the warm expreflions of
gratitude and attachment, which are unfpeakably
fweet and ravifhing to a ferious foul, appear to
them in the light of enthufiafm and vifionary fole
ly. But as many as it hath pleafed God to blefs
. with an inward and perfonal conviftion of their
1oft ftate by nature, will fee the greateft beauty
in this plan of falvation, and will rather rejoice,
than fhrink, at (haring with their Redeemer him-
felf the contempt of the world.  They will fay,
with the apoftle Panl, Gal. ¥i. 14. “ God for-
4¢ bid that I fhould glory, fave in the crofs of
¢ our Lord Jefus Chrift,” There is a beautiful
oppofition flated by the fame apoftle, between a
believer’s underflanding the love of Chrift, and
yet being unable to fearch it to the bottom, in

the
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the following paflage, Eph. iii. 17. 18. 19,
¢ That Chrift may dwell in your hearts by faith;
¢ that ye being roored and grounded in love,
 may be able to comprehend with all fainte,
* what is the breadth, and length, and depth,
¢ and height ; and to know the love of Chrifl,
¢ which paffeth knowledge, that ye might be £ill-
¢ ed with all the fulnefs of Ged.”;

4. In the /af? place, From what has beem’
faid, learn what is your moft proper employment
~atthe Lord’s table... Adore and contemplate the
riches of redeeming grace, that great theme
which-¢¢ the angels defire to look into.” Think,
with humble amazement,. on the boundlefs mer-
cy of God, which reached even to you, and-
with the bigheft thankfulnefs on the honour to
which you are admitted, of receiving the fenfible:
pledges of his love. Dwell on this impenetrable
myflery of ¢ Immanuel God with us—God ma-
¢ nifefted in the fleth.” Think on this awful.
proof of divine juftice and holinefs, the wrath of’
God poured out upon his pwn Son. Thick on
the perfection of that atonement. which is made
for the fins of.the world: Rejoice in the fulnefs
of that Saviour who is now made ¢ head over

- ¢ all things to the church ;" and draw, by faith,.

from his fulnefs, every neceffary. fupply to your-
felves: and as you are now to commemorate
his death, with a view to his fecond coming,.
thiok on that ¢ day of falvation,”" when he (hall
come “to be glorified in his faints, and* admired:
“in aJl them that believe;” when you fhall:
enter in triumph into the holieft of all, where.

: P2 o
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no dcubt the myftery of redemption thall be
more filly difcovered; when faints and angels
fhall jointly fing that new fong, Rev.v. 12,
“ Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to receive
¢ power, and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength,
¢ and honour, and glory, and blefling;” when
the avhole plan of divine grace fhall be comple-
ted and clofed, and the mediatorial kingdom it-
felf brought to a period; for ¢ then cometh the
¢« end, when he thall have delivered up the king-
« dom to God, even the Father;” when con-
firmed angels, and redeemed finners, when the
whole hoft of heaven fhall unite in one acclama-
tion, “ Hallelujah: for the Lord God omnipo~
« tent reigneth.”

8 ER-

[N




S ER MO N VI

Glorying int the Crofss

GALATIANS Vi, 14,

But-God forbid that I fhould glory fave in the
crofi of our Lord Jefus Chrift,

Altiom Sermou.

A Y brethren, we are this day met to keep up»

] the remembrance of our Redeemer’s fuf+
ferings and death in ouc room. We are to com--
memorate an event the moft important, the molt.
mtereﬁmg. and the moft aftonifhing, that crea.
tion ever beheld. We are to contemplate a fub--
Jje€t the maft wonderful and myfterious that ever
was offered to the mind of man. The iucarna-
tion of the. Som of God, the King of kings found
in the form of a fervant, and the Prince of-
life ex_piting on an gccurfed tree.  'What is this -
but the union of" things the moft oppofite and
feemingly inconfiftent that can poffibly be con- -
ceived? the wnion of the molt diftant ex-
tremes of firength and weaknefs, glory. and bafe--
nefs, honour and thame?. N
. -In afort of correfpondence and ana!ogy to-
this great fubjet itfelf, nothing can be more op=-
P 3 : - pofites
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pofite than the fentiments formed by believers
and unbelievers with regard to it. To the one,
it hath a dignity and majefty unfpeakably. ami-
able; to the other, it hath a meannefs and bafe-
nefs that is thameful and contemptible, The A-
poftle Paul often takes notice of this, that it was
“to the Jews a ftumbling-block, and to the
¢ Greeks foolithnefs ;” and he’ often difcovers
bis own inviolable attachment to his Saviour,
by an open profeflion of efteem for thofe circum-
flances in his charaéter and appearance which a
blinded world were molft apt to treat with deri-
fion and fcorn. This is particularly the cafe in
the text, ¢ But God forbid that I fhould glory

“ fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift.”
By the crofs of Chrift, in the New Teftament,
we are fometimes to underftand the fufferings of
believers for Chrift’s fake ; but more commonly,
and, 1 think, evidently in this place, it fignifies
his humiliation in general, and partieularly his
crucifixion, to which circumftance our attention
is dire&ted, becaufe it was the moft bafe and ig-
nominious of the whole. In this the apoftle fays
be would glory : nay, he expreffes his abhor-
" sence at the thought of glorying in any thing
elfe: “ God forbid that I thould glory fave in the
“ crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift.” Nothing can
be more fuited to the employment of this day,
and nothing more proper to diftinguifh between
the friends and the enemies of Chrift, than this,
when carefully attended to; for the one will
undoubtedly glory, and the other will ‘as certaine
1y &e afbamed’of his crofs,
v . ‘ In
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In difcourfing further on this fubject, what I
propofe, through divine affitance,. is,

1. To explain the import of the apofile’s. glo-
rying only in the Saviour’s crofs.

" 2 To fhew what good- reafon every real
Chriftian hath to glory init. And, _
- 3. To make fome pradtical applxcanon of the
fub_)e&

I. IN the fir/F place, then; let us explain the
import of the apoftle’s glorying only in the Sa-
viour’s crofs. 'What is this objeét in which the
apoftle fays he would glory ? Very wonderful in-
deed.” It is, That Jefus of Nazareth, the fon of
Mary, was fubjected to a long life of farrow, re-
proach, and contempt : That towards the clofe

. of it, he was arrefted, accufed, condemned as a

malefa&tor ; and after innumerable and unfpeak-
able indignities, was at laft nailed to a crofs, an
engine of torture of the moft cruel and painful
kind, and fo thameful, that it was a maoner of -
punithment  appropriated to the moft detefted
criminals of the bafeft rank. 'What is there here
to glory in? and what does the apoftle mean by
this exprefion? It means,

5. That he had a high efleem of it, as an e-
vent of the greateft moment, and an objeét wor-

-thy of the higheft regard. We do not glory in

common things, but in thiogs of peculiar digai-
ty and worth. It was not then im his view mere-
ly what it feemed. He did not confider it, fure-
ly, as the execution of a criminal ; but faid, with
‘the centurion on Mount Calvary, Truly ¢ this

# was
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¢ was a righteous man ;. Truly this was “ the
« Son of Gad.® He confidered it as theeffelt
of the infinite love of God, who fent his only
begotten Son to die for our {ins. He confidered.
it as an iofinite price paid for the pardon of -our
offences, as the only way of delivernace from-
guilt,. aszhe fure and cerizin pledge of peace to
an awakened confcierce. .In this view, how
does it rife in his efteem? While others are-
difpofed to fcorn,. pitying their madakfs, he is.
confirained to worthip and adore. Think of. i,
Chriftians, how different wvere the featiments of
his infulting enemics wed-his mourning difciples, .
- when he hung upon the crofs, The oge confi-
der bim as a-guilty fufferer, the other as a loving:
Savioar. The hearts of the ome were boiling
with hatred, or filled with contempt ; the hearts
of the other were fiwallowed up in admiration, or:
melted with love.
2. The apoftle’s glorying in the crols, implied -
his having-a firong though humble confidence
of his own relation to and intereft init. 1 think
it is impoffible to feparate this from our idea of
the apoftle’s meaning. We do not glory or boaft
of any thing in which we bave no concern. A
ma of great genius, or uncommon worth, I
may admire and honour, merely for the eminest
qualities of which he is poffefled, and I may do
bim all juflice by commendation; but I am ne-
ver difpofed to glory in him, nor have I any title
to do it unlefs he is foachow related to me: but
if Tadd, thathe is my child, or he is my brother, I
: : . may
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may be truly fid to glory in him, or to baaft of

him, becaufe the honaur that is given to him, is,
in fome meafure, refleted upon myfelf. Again,
I may fpeak of the riches and magnificence of
fome great city; but 1 am then only faid to glo-
1y in'it, if I add any circumftance of relation;
as that it is the place of my nativity, or the
place of my refidence, or the place io which I
have property and intereft. When therefore the
apoftle fays, ¢ God forbid that I thould glory
« fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift,” it
certainly implies a humble perfualion of his own
intereft in it, and his happines to flow from it,
This.indeed naturally arifes from a real and fpi-
vitual difcovary of its proper glory. - Noge can
dee the trarfcendent beawty of this obje&, till
they have feen their own guilt and mifery in
‘the fight-of a holy Gods  And no fooner.do they
difcover the exoellence of this atomement, ks
perfe& fufficiency for all, and the. unreftrained
offer to all, than they fly to it as their {ecurity,

“.and reft on it as the ground of their hope. The

"word " here tranflated glorying, fignifies et the
fame time exwlting, o refoicing; and therefore
to glory in the crofs, is the fame thing as to re-
joice in the Saviour. The truth is, it is but fel-
dom that this apoftle meations the death of
Chrift without fome appropriating -expreflion::
Phil. iii. 8. ¢ Yea doubtlefs, and 1 count all
% things but lofs, for the excelloncy of the know-

- ¢ jedge of Chrilt Jefus my Lord: for whom {

« have {ufféred the lofs of all things, and do
¢ count them but dung, that I may win Chsift;”
- Gal,
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Gal. ii. 20. “ I am crucified-with Chrift: never-
* thelefs I live; yet not I, but Chrift liveth in
“ me: and the life which I now live in the fleth,
¢ 1 live by the faith of the Somof God, who lo-
“ ved me, and gave himfelf for me.”

3 To complete the idea of the apoflle’s glo-
rying in the crofs, it implies fuch a fenfe of its
comparative worth, as prompts him to a public
and open profeflion of efteem, with a fovereign
contempt of the judgement or conduét of others;
who fet themfelves in oppofition to- it. Glory-
ing always fignifies the declaration of our mind
to others; and is not ill lluftrated by that ex-
preflion of the apoftle Paul in writing to the Ros
mans, chap. i, 16, ¢ For I am not athamed of
# the gofpel of Chrit: for it is the power of
“ God pnto falvation, to every one that belie-
“ veth, to the Jew firfl, and alfo to the Greek.”
The oppofition between the fentiments of o-
thers, and his own, he often mentions; as
r Cor, i. 18. “ For the preaching of the crofs
¢is to them that perith, foolithnefs: but unto
¢ us which are faved, it is the power of God.”
And ver. 23, ¢ But we preach Chrift crucified,
“ unto the Jews a ftumbling-block, and unto the
¢ Greeks foolithnefs; but unto them. which are
¢ called, both Jows and Greeks, Chrift the power

¢ of God, and the wifdom o£God.” When he gla-
© ries in the crofs, therefore, it-implies an open and
refolute adherence to this defpifed caufe. This
meaning is particularly carried in the word crofi.
1t had been lefs wonder, if he had faid, he gloried
m his.Saviour’s divine power cxerted before his

. crucifixion,

——— i —— ———
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crucifixion, or that he gloried in his triumphant
refurretion, and exaltation to the right hand of
God after it ; but, inftead of this, he fayshc glo-

- ried in his crofs, in his very abafement, in what
was moft vile and contemptible,
. Alate very emintnt wiiter.and champlon for
the crofs, ina fermon on the fame fubjeét, makes
a remark to the following purpofe: ¢ * That
¢ through the veneration of many ages, and the
« difufe of that punithment among us in the ex-
¢ ecution of malefaftors, the word crofs does-
¢ not carry fo bafe an idea to our minds; but
¢ that in the ear of a Galatian, it founded as if
¢ the apoftle had faid, he gloried in a gallows,
¢ a gibbet, or a halter.” And in a note upon
this paflage of the fermon, when publithed, he
exprefles himfelf thus: “Some petfons, I am
"¢ informed, were difgufted at thefe words, Aal-
“ ter, gallows, gibbet, they are fo horridly con-
“ temptible: to whom I would reply, That the
“ crofs, in point of ignominy, *implied all this ;
¢ and in point of torture, much more. Unlefs
¢ the Englith reader forms to himfelf fome fuch
 image as this, he will never be able to appre-
¢ hend the fcandalous nature and fhocking cir-
“ cumftances of his divine mafter’s death. The,
« words, -1 muft confefs, were diverfified, and
¢ the fentiment reiterated, on purpofe to affct
¢ the mind with this aftonifhing truth. Neither
4¢ can | prevail with myfelf to expunge the ex-
4 preflions, unlefs I cauld fubflitute others of a

» Mr Harvey.
4 more*
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“ more ignominious and: execrable import in
* their room. Only I would beg the ferious read«
“er to fpend a moment in the followiag re~
¢ fleltion. Is it fo, that a polite and delicate
¢¢ ear can hardly endure fo much as the found of
@ the words ! How amazing then was the con-
« deftenfion, how charming and adorable the
« goodnefs of God’s illuftrious Son, to bear alt
« that is fignified by thefe intolerably vile rerms,
% bear it willingly, bear it chearfully, for us
“ men, and our falvation !” A

Before concluding:this head, it will be proper
to obferve, in what it was the apoftle did mot
glory. There is-plainly a:tacit oppofition-in the
form of his expreffion, to fome things in which
"others were’ apt to glory, and he as heartily de=
fpifed : « God forbidetBat I fhould glory fave in
¢ crofs of our Lord’ Jefus.Chrift.”” He fays in
genera]‘ Phil. jii. 7. ¢ But what things were
@ gain'to me, thofe I counted lofs for Chrift.”
We find elfewhere, in his writings, exprefs men-
tion of thofe particulars which he renounced as
any' fubjet of boafting, 1. His: learning as a
fcholar; 2. His privileges as a Jew; 3. Even
his: zeal snd aQivity as a minifter of Chrift. Let
us confider each of thefe by itfelf.

1. He would not glory in his learning as a
fcholar. The apoftle Paul had been brought up
at the feet of Gamaliel, and'feems to have been
well accomplifhed in every branch of human
{cience. Yet be fpeaks of it with great negled,
‘or rather with 2 noble d:fdam, when compared

with

L]
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with the dotrine of the crofs: 1 Cor. i. 17.
* For Chrift fent me not to baptize, but to preach
¢ the gofpel : not with wifdom of words, left
« the crofs of Chrift hould be made of none ef.
« fect.” And again, ver. 19. 20. * For it is writ-
« ten, I will deftroy the wifdom of the wife, and
« will bring to nothing the underftanding of the
¢ prudent. Where is the wife? where is the
¢« fcribe ? where is the difputer of this world ?
¢ hath not God made foolith the wifdom of thig
“« world?” It may perhaps be afked, What is
the meaning of this renunciation of human learn-
ing .and wifdom ? 1Is there any real oppofition
between learning and the crofs? ‘Would not the
legitimate ufe of human wifdam lead us to em-
braceit? To this I anfier, that it feems to im-
ply thefe three things,

‘(1) An admiration of the divine glory in that
which had not on it any of the marks of human
wifdom: in confequence of this, a ftedfaft adhe.
rence to the doCtrine of the crofs, though thefe
who were wife in their own conceit might be

*tempted to defpife it, and to defpife ‘him for its
fake. This great fcholar, then, was not unwil-
ling to fuffer the derifion and contempt of othcr
fcholars for his glorying in the crofs.

(2) It implied fuch a fuperlative admiration
of this glorious and interelting objeét, that all
‘the knowledge he poffefled, and the honour he
could otherwife acquire, feemed to him unwor-
thy of régard : his attention was wholly fixed
‘upon, and his affe@tions wholly ingroffed by, his
Redeemer’s crofs.

VoL. L ' Q @)
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(3) Tt implied, that though ke certainly onght,
and certainly did ufe the noble parts and accom-
plilhments of which he was pofl.fled, with zeal
in his mafter’s caufe; yet he he did it with that
humility and felf.derial, with that noble con-
tempt of vain embellithments, which fthowed he
‘was not building a2 monument to himfelf, but
fecking the honour of his Saviour. The doc-
trine of the crofs fhould be treated in a manner
fome how correfpondent to it; not with a learn-
ed and oftentatious felf-fufficiency, but with a
meek and truly evangelical felf-denial. ’

Miftake me not, my brethren: Iam not fpeak-
ing againft learning.in itfelf; it is a precious
gift of God, and may be happily improved in
the fervice of the gofpel : but I will venture to
fay, in the fpirit of the apoftle Paul’s writings in
general, and of this paflage in particular, Accur-
fed be all that learning which fets itfelf in op-
_pofition to the crofs of Chrift! Accurfed be all
that learning which difguifes or is athamed of the
crofs of Chrift! {lccurfed be all that lcarnmg
‘which fills the room that is due to the crofs of
Chrift! And once more, Accurfed be all that
dearning which is not made fubfervient to the ho-
novr and glory of the crofs of Chrift ! '

Well then, the learned and eloquent apofile
renounced the wifdom of ‘words ; and how do
we apply this in general? . By a fmall compara.
tive efteem of all natural advantages ; and by
thinking it, in the heart, a greater hofour and
ahigher privilege to fit down at Chrift’s table, and
to find acceptance vuth hm, than to poflefs

, beauty,
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beauty, wifdom, learning, riches, and honours
in the higheft poflible perfection : and may God
grant, that every one in this aflembly may be a-
ble to fay, in fincerity, that, in what things he
thinks he cxcells, thefe he is willing to * count
“Jofs for Chrifi 1” '

2. The apoftle would not glory ia his piivile-
ges as a Jew. This we find him affirming in
many piaces of his writings : Phil, iii. 4. ¢ Tho”
« 1 might allo have confidence in the fleth. If
“ any other man think that he hath whereof he
- ¢ might truft in the fleth, 1 more: Circumcifed
¢ the eighth day, of the ftock of Ifracl, of the
“ wibe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews;
“ as touching the law, a Pharifee ; concerning
* zeal, perfecuting -the church; touching the
“ righteoufnefs which is in the law, blamelefs.”
Toward the latter end of the Jewi(h common-
wealth, there was a very prevailing and grofs
miftake among them, to look upon their external
privileges as intitling them to the favour of God,
and makirg a difference between them and o-
thers. We have reafon to be fenfible, that
much of the {ame difpofition is ready to adhere
to men in every age. But one great defiym of
the gofpel is, to level the pride of man, to
throw down all diftinéion in point of merit be.
fore God, and to fhow, that the power of the
Redeemer is equally neceflary to, and equally
fofficient for, all without cxception : Rom. iii,
22. “ Even the righteoufnefs of God which is
“ by faith of Jefus Chrift unto all, and upon all
“ them that believe ; for there is no difference.”

' Q2 . Rom.
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Rom. x. 12.  For there is no difference be-
¢ tween the Jew and the Greek: for the fame
« Lordover all, is rich unto all that call vpon him.”_
Col. iii. 11, % Where there is neither Greek
¢ nor Jew, circumcifion nor uncircumcifion,
¢ barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free : but Chrift
¢ is all, and in all.”

3. The apoftle did not glory in his perfonal

charalter, not even in his zeal and allivity as a .

minilter of Chrift. This appears through the
whole of his writings, where he is at particular
pains to deftroy every foundation of boaffing or
glorying in ourfelves : Rom, iii. 24.—28. ¢ Be-
¢ ing juftified freely by his grace, through the
¢ redemption that is in Jefus Chrift: whom God
“hath fet forth to be a propitiation, through
« faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs
¢ for the remiffion of fins that are paft, through
¢ the forbearance of God ; to declare, I fay, at
¢ this time his righteoufnefs: that he might be
*¢ juft, and the julifier of him which believeth in
 Jefus. Where is boafting then? It is exclu-
“¢ded. By what law? of works? Nay ; but
“by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude,
“ that a man is jaftified by faith, without the
~ % deeds of the law.” Nay, we find that all his
public fervices he confiders as quite unfit fubje&ts
for boafting, even when he is obliged to men-
tion them for his own vindication : 1 Cor. xv,
.9 Io. % For I am the leaft of the apoftles, that
* am not meet to be called an apoftle, becau’e
“1 perfecuted the church of God. But by the
“ grace of God I am what I am : and his grace

¢ which -

—
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« which was, beltowed upon me, was not in
¢ vain; but I laboured more gbundantly than
¢ they all: yet not I., but the grace of God
« which was with me.”

1 am perfuaded that thofe who, from really
Chriftian principles, ferve God in their genera-
tion with the greateft zeal, will be moft rea-
dy to renounce all plea of merit upan. that ac-
count. 1 have read with pleafure the following
account of the temper exprelled by John Knex,
that eminent inftrument in the reformation, when
he was drawing near oo his diffolution. Some
perfon prefent mentioned to him, what comfore
he might now have in his extraordinary labour
and great ufefulnefs in the church:: to whom he
anfwered, “ Forbear.to puff up the fleth with
# vanity, to which it is of itfelf fufficiently prose.
¢« The port 1 would be in at, is that of the free
« grace of God, through the merits of my blefl-
¢ ed Saviour.,” The truth is, thefe are but the
fentiments which (hall not only go with us to
death, but continue with us to eternity. A deep
fenfe of redeeming love, and grateful celebra-
tion of the Redeemer’s glory, is not only the
language of the church on earth, bat the delight=
ful worthip of the church triumphant in heavens

" Rev.ve 11, 32, 13, “ And I beheld, and 1 heard
# the voice of many angels round about the
¢ throne, and the beafts, and the elders : and the
¢ pumber of them was ten thoufand times ten
¢ thoufand, and thoufands of thoufands ; faying
¢ with aloud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that
* was flain, to receive power, and riches, and

Q3 “ wifdors,
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¢ wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, and glory,

“ and blefling. And every creature which is i
¢ heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth,
% and fuch as are in the fea, and all that are in
¢ them, heard I, faying, Blefing, and honour,
¢ and glory, and power be unto him that fitteth

“ upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever

“ and ever.”

1I. WE proceed now to the fcond general
head of difcourfe, viz. To confider what reafon
every real Chriftian hath to glory in the crofs.
This indeed opens to us a fubject of the moft.
amazing compafs and extent. Thoogh there is
nothing here but what is vile and contemptible
to an unbelieving worldly mind; by the eye of.
faith, every thing that is wonderful, amiable,
and valuable, is difcovered in the higheft per-
feCtion. I cannot particularly enumerate every
fubjet of glorying in the crofs; and therefore
fhall juft point out to you the three following
fubjects of meditation, which though they often
- run into one another, may be confidered in dif-
tinét and feparate lights. 1. The glory of di-
vine perfetion fhines in it in the brightelt maa-
ter. 2. The riches of divine grace are mani-
fefted in it to the moft aftonithing degree. 3.
"The fan&ifying efficacy of it is fo tranfcendently
fuperior to that of any other mean, as fhows it
10 have been the appointment of infinite wifdom.

1. The glory of divine perfetion fhines in it
in the biighteft manner. Would we direétly con-
template the glory of the iaviible God, as it

fiines
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fhines in his works and ways ? let us look upon
the crofs. It hath been fometimes, and very
Jjultly, faid of the works of God, that they have
wfually in them fomething much more wonder-
ful and excellent than appears at firft view. [t
hath alfo been further obferved, that, in this re-
fpe(t, there is a complete contraft and oppofition
between the works of the Creator, and thofe of”
the creature.  Every thing that flows from God,
the more fhitly we examine it, and the more
perfe€tly we know it, the more we fhall admire
it; but every woik of the creature, the more
perfectly it.is known, the moie its inherent
- weaknefs always appears. This difcovers itfelf
even in comparing the produce of the field with
the effects of human art. Naturalifts cbferve,
that the fineft and moft admirable human manu-
fattures, when feen, as by a finer fenfe, with the
afliftgnce of a microflcope, appears quite coarfe
and irregular ; but that if you look at a pile of
grals, or any thing natural, with the fame affift-
ance, you will fee ftiil more exquilite and dsiicate. ~
ftrokes of the almighty operator,

It this is the cafe even in the material pro-
dudtions of natural power, how much more muft
it be fo in the unfearchable myteries of God’s
fpiritual kingdom?2 In none will it hold more
than in this chief of the woiks of God, this glo.’
rious though defpifed objett, the crofs of Chrift.’
Here mdced the glory of God appears in all its
luftre. It appears in fo ftrong and fo various:
lights, that the higheft angcls are employed, de«
lighied, and lcft in the con(cmpl...wn ofit: 1 Pet.

132
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i. 12. ¢ Which things the angels defire to look
¢ into.” Eph.iii. 10. “ T'o the imtent that now
“ unto the principalities and powers in heavenly
¢ places, might be known by the church the-
¢ manifold wifdom of God.” O what a difplay
- of power in the union of God and man! What
an almighty arm was required to make thefe
things meet, which were infinitely diftant! The
Creator of the ends of the earth born of a wo-
man! the felf-exiftent become a feeble infant !
the Lord of glory covered with (hame! the
judie of all condemned to fuffer! the author
of life giving up the ghofk!
What unfearchable wifdom appears in finding
a vi&tim able to bear almighty vengeance ! in
finding a way by which fin might be at once pu-
nifhed and pardoned, juftice fully fatisfied, even
where mercy is extended ! Little wonder indeed
that the angels defire to look into this myflery,
They had tafted the fruits of divine benignity in
the happinefs of innocent creatures; they had
feen the glory of divine juftice in the perdition
of the rebel-angels; but the crofs of Chrift was
the firft thing that difcovered to them the glory
_of divine mercy, in pardouing the chief of fin- -
ners, without in the leaft obfcuring the bright-
nefs either of jultice or holinefs, nay to the il
luﬁranon of both. In the crofs of Chrift there
is a more awful and penetrating view of the ju-
ftice and holinefs of God, than could have been
given by the irreparable deftruction of the whole
race of Adam. And at the fame time, bis not
“ fparmg his own Son,” but  delivering him vp
« for
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« for us all,” is a more aftonithing effed of
love, than pardon without fatisfation could have
been, had that been athinginitfelf poffible. There
is no end or meafure to our views -of this fub<
je€t; but I hcpe many of you will now fay,
with the apoftle Paul, what I dare fay he has
not yet done repeating in heaven, Rom. xi. 33.
¢ O the depth of the riches both of the wifdony
¢ and knowledge of God! how unfearchable are
¢ his judgements, and his ways paft finding
[{] wt 1

2. The riches of divine grace are mmanifefted
in the crofs of Chrif to the moft aftonifhing dew
gree, It is not merely a wonderful work of God,
which all his mtelhgcm creatures may behold

- with admiration, but it is a defign in which we -

ourfelves have an immediate and as infinite eon-
cern: For, IfTii. 5. “ He was wounded for
"® our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our ini-

¢ quities : the chaftifement of our peace was up-
« on him, and with his flripes we are healed.”
O what an amazing difplay of unmerited love!
Every divine perfeétion indeed appears in it ve-
ry clearly, but chiefly love. The tender mercy
of our God predominates, a&tuates, and reigns
through the whole. Chrift’s undertaking, in ge-
neral, is the fruit and evidence of the everlafting
love of God : Johniii. 16. ¢ For God fo loved
¢ the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
¢ that whofuever believeth in him, thould not pe-
“1ifh, but have everlafting lifc.” Salvation, in
" the whole of its purchafe and effeéts, was the fruic

- and

'
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and” expreflion of the infinite love of Chrift =
Rev. is 5. 6. ¢ Unto him that loved us, and wath-
¢ ed us from our fiss in his own blood, and hath
* made us kings and priefts unto God, and his
¢ Father ; to him be glory and: dominion for
“ everard ever, Amen.”. The believing foul
is never more at a lofs than wher attempting to
confefs its obligations to redeeming love. The
human mind never feels its weaknefs more than
when it atteinpts to conceive, or to illufhate,
this truly incomprehenfible fubjeét.

The grace of redemption may be confidered
and illuftrated in a great variety of lights : From
the greatnefs of the mifery from which we are
delivered ; for # we are faved from wrath through .
~ “him:” From the greatnefs of the happinefs to,
which we are intitled ; for we are made ¢ heirs
“ of ‘God, and joint heirs with Chrift :” From
the guilt and unworthinefs of the objeéts of this
love ; for it was “ when we were enemies” that
¢ we were reconciled to God by the death of his
% Son.”” But belides thefe confiderations, there
is more than enough of divine mercy to ‘excite
our wonder in the crofs of Chrift, the price paid
for our redemption.

Great fufferings ufually melt the heart to fym-
pathy and tendernefs, though we have no imme-
diate corfcern in them at all: but how much
more nuft every fource of tendernefs be open-
~ed, when we confider the fufferer as an innocent
perfon, and as fuffering inour room !  Remem-
ber the perfon, remember the nature, remember
the gieatnefs, remembcr the end, of his fuffer~

ing;
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ing; the eternal Son of God, the great Imma-
nuel, covered with fhame, dragged to an un-
righteous tribunal, not to abide the decrces of
juftice, but to bear the effeéts of bliaded rage!
See him,; O fhocking fight ! blindfolded, buffet-
cd, and {pit upon, feverely fcourged, crowned
with thorns, arrayed in purple, adored in deri-
fion ! See him nailed to the crofs! O fhame-
ful, O tormenting, O moft accurfed manner of
death ! Is it poffible to conceive the grace of
this amazing humiliation, this infinite condefcen-
fion? I would even call it incredible conde-
{cenfion, but that happily it carries upon it this
great truth, That God’s ways are not as our
ways, nor his-thoughts as our thoughts. Apply
it therefore, O finner ) and fee how it magni-
fies the love of God. Was all this abafement,
all this thame, all this fuffering for me? and
fhall I not glory in the crofs? Shall I even glo-
ry in any thing but the crofs ? As it magnifies
the divine power, as it magnifies the divine mer-
cy, fo it magnifies the finner. Is it any lefs to
our honour than to his fhame ¢ We can never
‘appear fo valuable as when our falvation is pur-
chafed by our Saviour’s dying groans.

3. In the /af? place, The real Chriftian has
reafon to glory in the crofs, for its efficacy as'a
principle of fantification. This is plainly im-
plied in the claufe immediately following the
text : for ¢ by it the world is crucified unto me,
“ and I unto the world.” The apoftle certainly
bas this alfo in view, when he celebrates the

o doétrins



192 Glorying in the crofs. Ser. 8.

doftrine of the crofs as the wifdom and the
power of God unto falvation, .And indeed to
every believer the crofs, confidered only as the
truth, and as operating by faith son the under-
ftanding and heart, is fuch an argument to duty,
as there is not another in the whole compafs of
human knowledge that may once be compared
to it. Does any thing fet in fo flrong a light
the obligation of God’s moft holy law? Does
any thing fet in fo ftrong a light the infinite evil
of fin? the infinite holinefs of God ? the infi-
nite danger of fin? Muft not the refleCtion of
every believer be, “ Who can ftand before this
4 holy Lord God? If fuch things be done in
“¢ the green tree, what fhall be done in the

K3 dry P

But what is the great fource, cvxdencc, fum,
:and perfection of fanitification ? Is it not the
Jove of God? And how fhall this be proda-
ced ? how f(hall it be preferved and improved,
in fo effechmnal a manner, as by believing views
of the crofs of Chrift, the moft tender and cof-
1y expreflion of this love to ws? 1 John iv. 1.
4 We love him; becaufe he firlt loved us.” How
does this fill the Chriftian with indignation a-
gainft fin, which he muft confider as ¢ crucifying
“him to himfelf afrelh !” &e. How does it

-endear to him his Saviour’s commands ! how
‘does it infpire him with zeal in doing his will,
-and fortitude in fuffering for his caufe! Will

any thing fo effeCtually determise us to love
ourfellow-creatures, as his command apd ex-
: ample 2
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ample?  Will any thing fo effetually perfuade
us to difcharge the moft important duties to o-
thers, I mean, fecking their eternal welfare, as
the value of a precious foul eftirated by the
crofs?  Will any thing fo -effectually difpofe us
to the moft difficult duties to others, I mean,
meeknef$, patience, and forgivenefs, as the great
debt cancelled to us by his fufferings on the
<erofs ? Is it poffible that his own words, in
that awful feafon, can ever be forgotten, * Fa.®
¢¢ ther, forgive them; for they know not what
% they do?” 1 cannot at prefent enlarge furs
ther on thefe views; but well might the apofile,
and well may every Chriftian, glory in his Ma.
fter’s crofs, for the unfpeakable benefit he re- *
ceives from it : For, 1 Cor.i. 30. “ of him
¢ gre ye in Chrift Jefus, who of God is made

" 4 unto us wifdom, ‘and rightcoufnefs, and fan&i=

4¢ fication, and redemption.” .

I proceed now to make fome praflical appli-
«cation of what hath been faid. And,

1. From wbat hath been faid, you may learn
what is the great and leading da¢trine of the go-
fpel the fum and fubftance of the truth as it is
in Jefus, viz. the dottrine of the crofs, or Chrift
{uffering the wrath of God, to redecm us from
hell.  This was the great defign formed id the
cooncils of peace, early intimated in the firft

. promife, gradually unfolded in after ages, antl

completely manifefted in the fullnefs of time.
The Saviour was the fubje of the ancient pro-
mifes, the hope of the aucient patriarchs, the

VoL.lI. R fubftance
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fubftance of the New-Teftament difpenfation,
and the burden of the everlafting gofpel. He
faith of himfelf, Rev. i. 8. 1 am Alpha and O-
¢ mega, the beginning and the ending, faith the
¢ Lord, which is, and which was, and which is
“ 10 come, the Almighty.” On his glorious
charadler, and precious blood, the infpired apo-
ftlcs delighted to dwell. Did they then miftake
their meffage ? did they miflead their hearers?
No; it was, and it fhall ever remain an un-
changeable truth, what the apoftle declares,
1 Cor. iii. 11. “ Forother foundation can no man
¢ lay, than that is laid, which is Jefus Chrift.”

On this foundation, every thing that is agree-
able to the will of God, in doftrine or pradtice,
muft be built. Every other part of the word of
God derives light and beauty from the crofs;
every other part of the word of God derives
force and meaning from the crofs ; every other
pait of the word of God derives life and efficacy
from the crofs. Let us therefore remember its
infleence and value, and never lofe view of it.
Let us defpife the ignorant reproaches of thofe
who flander it as unfavourable to moral virtue.
1 dare not fay indeed, that it is very favourable
to an oftentatious parade of human merit; but I
am fure it is the only way of producing felf-de-
nied obedience to the will of Ged.

2. From what bath been faid, you may fee
the guilt and danger of the enemies of the crofs,
and at the fame time may learn who they are
-who deferve this chara&er. T hey may be divi-
ded into twe diftin& claffes : 1. Thofe who

are
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are enemies in principle to the ¢rofs, who have
no f{znfe of their own unworthinefs, of the evil
of fin, or the ncceffity of an atonement. Such
may fometimes retain the name of Chriflians,
and contend that they ought to retain it, while
they oppofe, with the utmoft virulence and ma-_
lice, its moft important and fundamental truth.
I canoot think, without horror, on the guilt and
ingratitude of all fuch perfons, and the fearful
punithment which they thall megt with at laft,
when this defpifed Saviour  fhall come in the
¢ clouds, amd every eye fhall fee him? 2.
They are alfo enemics to this truth who are go-
verned in temper and pratice by a fpirit dire&ly
eppofite to that of the crofs. The thame and
reproach which the crofs implied are not fuffi-
eiently attended to, nor the humility and felf-de.
nial neceflary to all thofe who would be the fole
lowers of a crucified mafter. Are therg not ma-
ny who will have no religion but what wil be
pliable, and accommodate itfelf to the maxims
of the world? Loaded with prudence, they
are unwilling to break meafures, either with the
good or the bad. Dazzled with human pomp,
they defpife every thing in religion, but what, ei-
ther in fubftance or circumftances, is grateful to
human pride. Fathionable praltices, however
dangerous or vicious, they have not courage to
oppofe. 1t were well, if they would confider
the ancient form of confeffion at baptifm. Do’
you renounce the devil, and all his works? I
do. Do you renounce the world, its pomps, its
pleafures, and its vanities ? ‘I do. And this
R 2 was-
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was not merely Heathenith idolatry, and cere-
monies of falfe worfhip, but that indulgence of
vanity, and that gratiﬁcation of appetite, in
which worldly men, in every age, place their
fopreme delight. -

2. What I-ﬂth_ been faid may ferve for the
fupport ard confolation of real believers, under
tke wials to which they are expofed in the pre-
fent ftate, It is melancholy to think, how fre- -
quently, ard how eafily, we are unhinged by di-
firefs; what difcontent and impatierce we are
apt to difcover under fuffering. Alas! my bre-
thren, are you not afthamed of impatience,
when you confider the unparallelled fufferings of
your Redeemer in your room? A believing
view of the Saviour’s crofs, onec would think,
might flop every mouth, and compofe every
murmuring thought. Has he fuffered fo much
for us ? and fhall we refufe to fuffer from him,
and for him 2 His fufferings (hould make us pa-
tient, as they fhew us the evil of fin, and what
we have deferved. Did we really deferve aven-
ging wrath ? and fhall we dare’ to complain of
fathetly correétion 2 Did he fuffer with patience
who did no fin? and fhall we complain who are
punithed lefs than our iniquities deferve 2 His
fufferings thould teach us patience, becaufe they
take away the bitternefs and malignity of our
fufferings, and turn them from a poifon to a me-
dicine : he hath exbaufted, if 1 may fpeak fo,
the whole wrath of God, and left nothing for
us but what is highly falutary. And as he hath
changed the nature of all the fufferings of life,

he
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he hath taken away the fting of death, which is
the end of all our fuffering, That blood which
fpeaks peace to the wounded fpirit, fhould be a
healing balm to the wounded body. .

But of all the different kinds of fuffering, if
we pretend to glory in the crofs, we ought to.
be leaft afraid of the reproach thrown upon us
for adherence to our duty. To glory in the
crofs, is indeed to glory in fhame. The form
of expreflion ufed with regard to Peter and Johm,
Alts v, 41. is very remarkable. They depart-
ed from the prefence of ‘the council, rejoicing
that they were counted wosthy to fuffer fhame
for his name, It would greatly tend to fortify
us againft this trial, if we would lay up in our.
hearts what hath been faid on the do¢trine of
the crofs. If it is impoffible to avoid it, we
muft needs fit down compofedly under it. And
if our attachment to our great mafter is what it
ought to be, we will chearfully follow him even
without the camp, bearing his reproach.

4. In the /af? place, By what hath been faid,
ycu may try your title to fit down at the Lord’s
table, and learn your employment there. This
ordinance is a fenfible memorial of our Redeem-
er’s crofs and paffion. It was on the crofs that
his body was broken, and his blood fhed; for you.
Are you then to commemorate it? Yaqu can-
not do fo, either in an acceptablc or profitable
manner, unlefs you can join the apoftle in glo-
rying in it. Have you fcen any thing of the ex-
cellence and amiablenefs of this defpifed objeét ?
Nothing fo taftclefs and infipid to the proud

R 3 and
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and felferighteous ; nothing fo delightful and re-
frefhing to the broken in heart. Have you feen
any thing of the glory of the true God, in the
fufferings of Chritt 2 and can you fay with the
apoftle Paul, Heb.ii. 10, ¢ It'became him, for
# whom are all things, and by whom are all
¢ things, in bringing many fons unto glory, to
# make the Captain of their falvation perfeét
« through fufferings.” Do you fee the glory of
jnfinite mercy in the crofs ? and are your
hearts drawn with the cords of love to him who
“ loved you, and gave himfelf for you ?” Have

you experienced the fan&nfymg influence of the .
crofs ? are your corruptions weakened and mor. -

tified by looking upon it? Is it your unfeigned
defire, that they may be finally deftroyed by it ?

To ‘draw to a conclufion of the fubjett: I
cannot point out your duty to you in a manner
more fuited to this day’s employment, or more
proper for your after fecurity and comfort, than
to turn the three reafons for glorying in the crofs
into the form of exhortations.——1 befeech
you, my beloved hearers, contemplate the glorg

of God in the crofs of Chrift. See him, infinite -

in power, infinite in wifdom, infinite in holinefs.
You may fee a faint emblem of his glory in the
ook of nature ; but you can only fee his tran.
fcendent majelty in the book of God.  And may
" he who at firft commanded the light to fhine
« out of darknefs, (hine in your héarts, to give
“ you the light of the knowledge of the glory
% of God, in the face of Jefus Chrift 1” — Adore
and apply the riches of divine grace. Let the
convinced,

— e
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convinced, fearful, trembling finner, fly to this
atoning blood, reft his hope upon it, and be fe-
cure.— Aad negleét not to ufe the crofs of
Chrift for mortifying your corruptions. Let
your views of it now be lively and ftrong, and
carry the fame impreflion away, to be your great
prefervative from daily temptation. Make no
image of the crofs in your houfes; but let the
remembrance of it be ever on your hearts. One
lively view of this great object will cool ‘the
flames of unclean luft : one lively view of this

" great objet will make the unjuft man quit his

hold: one lively view of this tremendous objet
will make the angry man drop his weapon : nay,
one look of mercy from a dying Saviour will
make even the covctous man open his heart. In
one word, believing views of the crofs of Chrift
will unite the Chriftian more and- more to a re-
rorciled God, will make his prefence comfort.
able, his worfhip delightful, and excite a humble
Jonging for that time when we fhall fee him no
more through the belp of thefe elements, but as
he is in himfelf, exalted on his throne, where his
worfhip and fervice are everlafting,

S ER:
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S ERMON IX

The world crucified by the crofs of Chrift,

+ GALATIANS Vi. 14. laft claufe.

—— By whom the world is crucifizd to me,
and I unto the world,

HE chara&ter of a fervant of God is fome-
times defciibed in feripture by particular
difpofitions or inflances of obedience, and fome-
times by a general view of the fpirit that runs
through the whole of his temper "and carriage.
Each of thefe ways has its own advantage "and
ufe. Each of them is to be found in its proper
order in the holy fcriptures, and ftands there as
a proof of their fulnefs and perfeltion. The
whole of this paflage; but particularly the laft
claufe, upon which I am now to infift; is of the
gencral kind, and, in the apoftle’s own exam-
ple, gives us a very comprehenfive view of what
ought to be the temper and difpoﬁuon of every
real Chriftian : ¢ By whom,” that i is, by Chrift
crucified, or, by which,” thatis to fay, by the
crofs of Chrift, ¢ the world is crucified unto me,
¢ and I unto the world.”,
This defcription will ferve, if carefully attend-

ed to, as a tnal and touchftone of fincerity ;
. and,
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and, in particular, will ferve to diftinguith real’
religion from fome of its moft deceitful and
~ plaufible counterfeits. At the fame time, it will
furnifh the fincere Chriftian with very important
direQicns for his prefervation and improvement,
by pointing out the moft fatal and dangerous
rocks of temptation, which it s his intereft to
aveid. Having explained the words in nvy dif-
courfe upon the former part of the verfe, I now
only obferve, that the propofition contained in
them is, ¢ That the world is crucified to the be-
« liever, and he to the world, by the crofs of
¢ Chrift.” This paturally refolves itfelf into ‘two
parts, which I propofe to confider diftinétly,
viz.
1. What is the import of a believer’s being
crucified to the world, and the world to him.
2. What influence the crofs of Chrift hath in
producing this effet. Having done this, I will,
3. Make a praltical improvement of the fub-
je

1. FirsT, then, we are to confider “the im-
port of a believer’s being erucified to the world,
and the world to him. This feems to deferve
the greater attention, that through the whole
New Teftament, there is a direft oppofition fta-
ted between the world and the difciples of Chrift:
an oppofition of charatter, an oppofition of in-
tereft, and a continual conflitt in confcquence
of both: John xv. 18. 19. ¢ If the world bhate
¢ you, ye know that it hated me before it ha-
“ted you. If ye were of the world, the world

“ would
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¢ would love his own: but becaufe ye are not
“ of the world, but 1 have cholen you of the
¢ world, therefore the world hateth you.” In
this paflage the world feems to be taken chiefly
for the men of the world, or its ishabitants.
It is, however, taken in a moie extenfive fenfe
in the two following: 1 John ii. 15. “ Love
“ not the world, neither the things that aie in
% the world. If any man love the world, the
“ lave of the Father is not in him.” 1 Jobn v. 4,
« For whatfoever is born of Gad, overcometh the
% world : and this is the viftory that averco-
¢ meth the world, even our faith.” Here, no
doubt, it fignifies not only men, and our hopes
or fears from them, but every thing in the pre-
fent life that may be the objeét of carnal affec.
tion, of finful or undutiful attachment,
The expreflion in the text, * The world is
“ crucified to me,” is figurative ; but abundantly
plain, and exceedingly ftrong. It might be con-
fidered very cxtenfively, and feveral things upon it
may probably afterwards occur, Let it fuffice at
prefent to make two obfervations. 1. This in-
timates the fincerity and heartinefs of the belie-
-ver’s oppofition to the world. It muft be ree
membered, that crucifixion was a death the moft
painful and difgraceful that could poffibly be in
fifted.  When this image, therefore, is borrow-
ed, and applied to the believer’s feparation from
the world, it implies not only an indifference to
it, but the moft fovereign contempt of it, from
the deepeft and ftrongeft convittion of its abfo-
lute vanity. Nay, as ne perfons were crycified,
- bue
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but who were hated as well as delpifed by their
judges, to be crucified to the world, implies
an unfeigned abhorrence of its pollution, and a
dread of being inflaved by it. )

2. The f(ame thing intimates the perpetuity
and fixednefs of the Chriftian’s oppofition to the
world. Thofe who were crucified were devo-
ted to deftrution, when they were nailed to the
tree : they were not only tormented for a fea.
fon, but fixed there till death concluded the
fcene: fo I apprehend the apoftle intended to
fignify, by this expreflion, his final feparation
from the world, without the leai.. hope or defire
of ever returning to it.

After taking this (hort and general view of
the import of the expreflion, it will be neceffary
more diftin&tly and fully to confider what is im-
plied in being crucified to the world. This
ought to be done with the greater care, that it
is at once an important and difficult duty. To
be truly crucified to the world, I am afraid is
exceeding rare; and even thofe who are fo in
fincerity, upon the whole, are far from being fo
in the degree that they ought to be. The punith-
ment of crucifixion is a ftrong image, in one -
particular, of the believer’s charaéter. Though
it was certain death, it was flow and lingering :
fo worldlinefs, in many perfons, continues long
vigorous, and dies very flowly.

There is another reafon for treating this fub-
Je& with care, that men are very apt to confi-
der fuch expreflions as extravagant, and carry-
ing matters an unreafonable length. Miftaking

the
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the nature of the duty, they are neither con-
cerned themfelves to pradtife it, nor will they
allow that any body elfe does fo in reality. I
will therefore endcavour to fhew you, 1. What
is not implied in crucifying the world 3 2. Where-
in it immediately and properly confifts.

On the fir/? of thefe, Ibeg your attention to
the following particulars.

-1. The world’s being crucified to us, does
not imply that there is any evil in the natural
world, confidered in itfelf, and as the work of
God. The whole frame of nature, as it was
produced and is preferved by God, and the
whole courfe of providence, as condufted by
him, are perfe@tly faultlefs. We may even fay
more, the creation carries on it fuch an image
of its maker, as the materials are able to bear.
In this view, it is our duty to look upon the
world with reverence, and adore the glory of
God in all its parts, from the higheft to the

- loweft. ‘The evil arifes wholly from ourfelves, -

and our dilpofition to fin. When we fay a cor-
rupt enticing deceitful -world, it is but another
way of fpeaking for the corruption of the human
" heart.

2. It does not imply that we thould underva-
lue or be infenfible of prefent mercies. Every
gift of God is good, if it be received with
thankfulnefs, and ufed with fobriety, The more
the world is crucified as it ought to be, the
more.we will difcern the goodngfs of God, even
in common mercies. It is matter of daily ex-

perience, and well worthy of obfervation, that
thofe
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thofe who idolize the world moft, as an obje&t
of finful defire, do ufually defpife the world moft,
as the fubje or ground of thankfulnels to God.
A voluptuous, ambitious, or envious perfon,
who purfues the world with eagernefs, and never
thinks he has enough, is commonly difcontented
and unthankful. His eyes are fo wiftfully fixed
on what he wants, that he neither remembers
nor values what he already has. . On the con-
trary, the felf-denied and mortified Chriftian,
though defpifing the world as an obje& of pur-
fuit, is yet deeply fenfible of the kindnefs of
providence, in his daily prefervation, or liberal
provifion. A mind formed upon the principles
of the gofpel, may look down with contempt
upon the luftre- of a throne, and yet know the
value, and feel a fenfe of gratitude in the poffef-
fion of a crumb.

3. It doth not imply that the world is ufelefs
to a believer, even with regard to his fpiritual
benefit, It isnot only certain that he may have,
but that he will have, the fantified improvement
of every ftate : -Rom. viii. 28. * And we know
¢ that all things work together for good, to them
¢ that love God, to them who are the called ac.
¢ cording to his purpofe” The fame mercics
which make a wicked man infolent, make a good
man thankful. They alfo extend his power of
doing good to others. You may fee, by our
Saviour’s advice, how the world may be profit.
ably employed: Luke xvi. 9. ¢ And [ fay un-
“ to you, Make to youwrfelves fiiends of the
“ mainmon of unrighteoufnels; that when ye

VoL. I, S “ fail,
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« fail, they may receive you into everlafting ha-
« bitations.” See alfo the account of his pro.
cedure at the great day, Matth. xxv. 34.—36.
¢ Then fhall the King fay unto them on his right
¢« hand, Come, ye blefled of my Father, inherit
¢ the kingdom prepared for you from the foun-
#¢ daticn of the worlde For I was an hungred,
¢« and ye gave me meat : I was thirfly, and ye
¢ gave me drink: I was a ftranger, and ye took
¢ me in: naked, and ye clothed me : Iwas fick,
« and ye vifited me: I was in prifon, and ye
4 came unto me.”

4. It does not imply that we ought to retire
from the employment or bufinefs of the world
altogether. Though there is a manifeft danger
in being too much involved in bufinefs, as well as
too much devoted to pleafure ; it is an error, on
the other hand, to place religion in voluntary po-
verty, in monkifh aufterity, or uncommanded
maceration of the'body. This is not doing, but
deferting our duty: it is not crucifying the
world, but going out of it; it is not overcoming
the world, but flying from it. :

But let us now confider, dire@ly and pofitive-
ly, what is implied in the world’s being crucified
to us, and we to the world. And that the af-
ter illuftrations may be at once more intelligible

“and more convincing, it will not be improper to
begin by faying, in general, that we muft be
crucified to the world in thofe refpeés in which
man, at his fi-ft apoftaly, fell away to the world
from God. While man continved in innocence,
the world, which in itfelf is without ftain, was

.never
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never put to any but a facred ufe. It was then
a theatre of divine glory, as indeed it is ftill;
but not a fcene of human guilt, asit is now. It
was intended for a place of trial, however, in
which man was left to the freedom of his own
will; and therefore it was capable of being ab-
ufed. Thence came that facrilegious attach-
ment to the world, from which it is fo muck
our intereft to be effeCtually delivered. But to
explain this matter a little more at large, the
world muft be crucified to the believer in the
following refpeéts ; which, thoughI confefs they
all come at laft to the fame thing, yet I think it
is proper and neceffary to mention diftin&ly.
1. As it is the fubject and occafion of, or a
~ temptation to fin. It is very plain, that however
faultlefs and excellent the whole works of na-
ture and providence are in themfelves, from the
corruption of our nature they become the food
‘of carnal affection, the fuel of concupilcence.
The very liberality of Providence, and rich pro-
- vifion made for the fupply of our wants and the
gratification of our appetites, becomes a temp-
tation to grofs fenfuality, and criminal indul.
gence.  This is well defcribed by the apoftle

John, 1 Ep.ii. 16, « For all that is in the world, =

“ the luft of the fleth, and the luft of the eyes,
“and the pride of life, is not of the Father, bus
¢ is of the world.” In this view, we ought to
hold it in the utmoft abhorrence. But how is
this to be done? By ferioufly confidering the
unhappy and powerful influence it hath in folicit-
‘ing us to evil. Inftead of being taken with its

§ 2 charms,
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charms, we ought to dread their force, we ought
to be fenlible how unequal we are to the con-
" fli&, and how unable, without fuperior ftrength,
to keep ourfelves from its pollution.
When we fee perfons in honour and power,
~and are tempted to envy their diftinguithed rank
in life, we ought to confider how naturally ex-
altation tends to intoxicate the mind,_ how
few are able to bear honour or reputation with
humility, and how little reafon we have to con.
fide in our own fteadinefs and refolution. When
we fee the fplendor of a rich and affluent flate,
we ought to confider the flrong temptation
which commonly arifes from riches, to contempt
of God, cppreflion of others, fenfuality of tem-
per, and forgetfulnefs of eternity. Suffer me,
on this fubje&, to make every man his own re.
prover. How few are there in a rich and af.
fluent ftate, whofe conduét in the application of
riches you can wholly approve ! Are you not
conftantly blaming them for covetoufnefs and
oppreflion on the one hand, or prodigality on
the other? How is it, then, that you entertain
no fufpicion that you yourfclves would be led a-
ftray by the fame means ? Is not this a ftrange
infaruation, and blindnefs to divine truth, even
* where every word of the Spirit of God is ratified
by daily experience 2
When we fec and are tempted to envy the vo.
taries of pleafure, thofe who live delicately and
fare fumptuoufly every day, we ought to confi-
der, what a dangerous infnaring thing appetite

is, how it fteals upon men infenfibly, andla;;
a
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laft inflaves them abfolutely ; how hard it is.
for the moft cautious to fet proper bounds to it, .
as well as how dreadful and fatal the exceflive

indulgence of it.  To crucify the world, then,,
as a temptation to fin, is not to confider its

charms by themfelves, but always in connedtion.
with their probable effets, This feems to have -

fuggefted the wife and well-conceived prayer of -
the prophet Agur, Prov. xxx. 7, 8. 9. “ Two
¢ things have 1 required of thee; deny me them .

¢ not before I die. Remove far from me vanity-
¢ and lies; give me neither poverty nor riches, .
¢ feed me with food convenient for me: left I:
¢ be full, and deny thee, and fay, Who is the:
¢ Lord ? or.left I1be poor, and (teal, and take the-
“ name of my God in vain.” On the famc thing
is founded the advice of Solomon, with regard .
to the {in of fenfuality: Prov.xxiii. 31, ¢ Look-
¢ not thou upon the wine when it is red, when:
- % it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth
“ jtfelf aright.”

2. The world muft be crucified to the behcver, .
as it would be bis fupreme felicity and chief -
good. 'This is no otherwile to be diftinguithed
from the former confideration, than as the gene- -
ral courfe and ftream of our affeftions ditfers . -
from particular afts of tranfgreffion. It is very -
neceflary, however, to attend to it; for there
are many under the habitual government of a-
worldly mind, who do not think themfelves, and
who perhaps are not juftly chargeable with grofs
alts of irregularity and excefs. I bleed inward- -
ly to think, how many of the ordinary profeffors:

S.3 . of:
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 of religion are here included. How many are ~
there, who, if confe¢ience wonld be faithful, muft

confefs, that the favour of God, his worthip,
kis fabbaths, his people, are not their fupreme
delight ! Yet that this is effential to real reli-
gion, or rather is the fubftance of all true reli-
gion, I think we have repeated affurances in
the holy fcriptures. It is plain from thie lan-
guage of the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. ¢ Whom
% have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none
“upon earth that I defire befides thee.” Itis
plain from the fum of the moral law, Luke x.
27. % Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with
¢ all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with
¢ all thy ftrength, and with all thy mind ; and
¢ thy neighbour as thyfelf ;” as alfo from that
trying paffage, Matth. x. 37. ¢ He that loveth
¢ father or mother more than me, is not wor-
¢t thy of me; and he that loveth fon er daughter
¢ more than me, is not worthy of me.”

Take heed then, my brethren, to this import-
ant truth,  If the world would keep its diftance,
fo to fpeak, it might be eftecmed, and ufed, in its
proper place, and to its proper end; but if it
will needs pretend to be what it is not, and to
promife “what it cannot give, we muft take it
for a deceiver, and hold it in deteftation. Your
Maker formed you for his own glory : He muft
be the reft and confolation of your fouls, or they
never fhall have reft; he muft be their happi-
nefs, or they fhall be miferable for-ever. But
if the world would feem to be your home, if it
promifeth you coment and fatisfa&ion, if the

~ pofleflion
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poffeffion of it is the ultimate end at which you
afpire, fo that youdo not heartily, and with af-
feétion, look any further, it'is ufurping its Creas’
tor’s throne ; and thercfore down with the xdol,'
and tread it in the duft.

. Is not this the great queftion with regard to
us all, Whether the obje€ls of faith, or of fenfe,
things prefent or things to come, God or the
world, has the poflfeflion of our hearts? A be-
liever who will thankfully receive and ufe the
bleflings of a prefent world for their proper
end, will notwithftanding hold it, and all its pof-
feflions, in the bigheft degree of contempt, when
compared with the one thing needful. He will.
fay, from the bottom of his heart, in the prefence
of an all-feeing God, ¢ Lord, let me never have
¢ my _portion in this world only. The glory of
¢a throne, the moft inexhauflible mines of gold
¢ and filver, without thy favour, I would not on-
¢ ly defpife, but abhor.’

Whence arifes this difpofition in the believer ?
From a convition of the unfatisfying nature of
all earthly enjoyments; from an inward perfua-
fion of this truth, That ¢ the world, in its beft
¢ ftate, is altogether vanity;” from a fenfe
of the infinite difproportion between the poffef-
fion of the creature, and the favour of the Crea-
tor ; but, above all, from a deep and abiding
conviction of the precarioufnefs and uncertainty
of all earthly things. However undeniable it is,
that the fathion of this world paffeth away, few
there are who live under the ftrong and lively
pratical impreflion of it. The deceived hearts

of
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of finners believe the contrary. How well are
they defcribed by the Pfalmift, Pfal. xlix. 11,
12. 14 ¢ Their inward thought is, that their
“ houfes fhall continue for ever, and their dwell-
“ing-places to all generations; they. call
¢ their lands after their own pames. Never-
¢ thelefs, man being in honour, abideth not: he-
¢ is like the beafts that perifh. This their way is
¢ their folly ; yet their pofterity approve of their
“ fayings 1” One would think, nothing more-
fhould be neceflary to crucify the world, than
- to reflet upon the many defcriptions given us in
the word of God of its uncertain duration: Pfal.
xxxvii, 35. 36. “ I have feen the wicked in
« great power; and fpreading himfelf like a
¢¢ green bay-tree. Yet he pafled away, and lo,
¢ he was not: yea, I fought him, but he could
 not be found.” 1. xL 6. “ And the voice faid,
“ Cry. And he faid, What fhall 1 cry? All fleth
¢ is grafs, and all the goodlinefs thereof is as the
« flower of the field.” 1 thall only add our Lord’s
defcription of the fudden call of a worldly man
to death and judgement: Luke xii. 16. 17. 18,
19.20. 21. “ And he fpake a parable unto them,
¢ faying, The ground of a certain rich man
¢ brought forth plentifully. And he -thought
¢ within himfelf, faying, What.fhall I do, be-
¢ caufe I have no room where to beftow my
¢ fruits 2 And he faid, This will 1 do: I will
¢ pull down my barns, and build greater; and
¢ there will I beftow all my fruits, and my goods.
“And 1 will fay to my foul, Soul, thou haft

“ much
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¢ much goods laid up for many years; take
¢ thige eafe, eat, drink, and be merry. But
“ God faid unto him, Thou fool, this night thy
¢ foul fhall be required of thee: then whofe
* % fhall thofe things be’ which thou haft provided 2
¢ So is he thatlayeth up treafure for himfelf, and
“ is not rich towards God.”

3. The world muft be crucified, as i¢ pre.
tends to be neceffary to our felicity, This is
chiefly directed agaiaft thofe who love the world
10 excefs, though at the fame time they at leaft
pretend to love God more. They feem to have
chofen God. as their fupreme; but it does not
appear, that they have chofen him as their fuffi-
cient portion. The world fiill bulks fo much in
their eye, that they know no happinefs or com..
fort of which it makes not a part. They fee,

. or think they fee, the infufficiency of the world,
without the favour of God, as a refuge when,
the world fails ; but they can no ‘more reft fa-
tisfied in God without the world, than in the .
world without God. I have no doubt, you will
be fenfible there are many amongft us in this con-
dition : nay, I am afraid there will be not a few
within themfelves fecretly juftifying this charac.
ter and condu&. They will fay, ¢Is it poffible
¢ to deny, that the world is neceffary to us while
¢ we continue here? is it not fo to you as well

¢astous? and therefore why fhould it not be
¢ regarded in this light ??

To all fuch I anfwer, The world, in a certain
proportion, is indeed neceffary to us; but this
proportion is not to be afcertained by us. It

muft
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muft be left to the difpofat of infinite wifdom,
without any conditionss. When there is a di-
vorce or feparation between the believer and the’
world, it is entire and complete, without referve
or limitation. He gives up all as the objeét of
carnal affection, that he may receive again, for
a nobler purpofe, that meafure which feems ne
ceflary to the fanétified will of God. He is juft
in the fituation of a man who, having contralted
obligations which he is unable to difcharge, has
furrendered his all into the hands of another ; and
has no further ufe of what was formerly his own,
than as much, or as long as the new proprietor
fhall think fit, I know no image that more
properly reprefents the condition of the believer ;
with this difference, that in human affairs the
change is vfually for the worfe; but in fpiritual
things, the renunciation is an infinite advantage,'
and the feeming lofs an unfpeakable gain.
- Think not, my brethren, that this is carry.
- ing matters to excefs. It is what our Saviour’
exprefsly requires of all that would embrace his
dotrine: Lukeix, 23. “ And he faid unto them
¢ all, If any man will come after me, let bim
¢ deny himfelf, and take up his crofs daily, and
¢¢ follow me.” It is indced one of the hard fay-
ings of the gofpel. You have heard it fometimes
faid, that every Chriftian muft be a martyr in
refolution ; and doubtlefs the world is nct
thoroughly crucified, unlefs our attachment to’
every worldly enjoyment, without exception,
be fo broken, that we ‘are ready to refign it
whenever God, in his providence, fhall fee
: . fic
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fit to demand it. 'We have an excellent leffon
to this purpofe, in the trial to which our Sa-
viour put the young man in the gofpel, with
a decent and regular profeffion : Matth. xix. 21.
22. ¢ Jefus faid unto him, If thou wilt be per-
« fe&, go and fell that thou haft, and give it to
“ the poor, and thou fhalt have treafure in
¢ heaven : and come and follow me. But when
¢ the young man heard that faying, he went a-
¢ way forrowful ; for he had great pofleffions.”
To crucify the world, then, is to count no
worldly enjoyment whatevér neceflary, either
to our prefent comfort, or everlafting happinefs,
but to put an abfolute and unfhaken confidence
in the wifdom and goodnefs of a reconciled God.
“This is excellently exprefled by the prophet
Habakkuk, ch.iii. 17. 18. ¢ Although the figetree
« fhall not blofflom, neither fhall fruit be in the
#¢ vines, the labour of the olives fhall fail, and the
¢ fields fhall yield no meat, the flock fhall be
¢ cut off from the fold, and there fhall be no
¢ herd in the ftalls: yet I will rejoice in the
#¢ Lord, 1 will joy in the God of my falvation.”
4 In the Jaf? place, The world muft be cru.
. cified, as it is a feparate and independent good,
awithout its due relation to God. God himfelf
alone is independent. All other things ftand in
an infeparable relation to him, and fhould be u-
fed in fubferviency to his honour: ¢ For of him,
¢ and through him, and to him, are all things.”
Every rational creature, who continues in, or
returns to his duty, difcerns this relation,- and
maintains this fubferviency. It was the firft i-
dolatry and facrilege, to break the ties that join
' the
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the Maker to his woirks, and love the creature
for its own fake. But he that is crucified to the
world, will confider every earthly enjoyment as
the gift of God: he will confefs the goodnefs
of God in beftowing it, and will obey the com-
mand of God in the ule and application of it,
That this is the duty of a Chriftian, is plin
from the general ftrain of the holy feriptures;
and particularly from this exprefs and pofitive -
declaration, 1 Cor. x. 31. ¢ Whether therefore
“ ye eat or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all
¢ to the glory of Ged.”

The world, then, as a feparate independent
good, or as a mere gratification of carnal defire,
is to be crucified. It was not given us for fo
low a purpofe as the indulgence of appetite,
but for nobler ends. But perhaps it will be ne-
ceffary to obferve, that fome of the myftic wri.
ters have 1aifed a variety of improper queftions
on this (ubjeét. Some have affirmed the unlaw- -
fulnefs of tafting any of the fweetnefs of crea-
ted enjoyments, more than was.barely neceflary
for fubfiftence. 1Itis eafy to fee, that it muft be
very hard, in many fuch cafes, to fix the bounds
between neceflity and convenience, ufe and plea-
fure : hence the confcience is involved in un-
fpeakable and endlefs perplexity. Upon this I
would obferve, that the general reference of all
things, even common altions, to the glory of
God, is fufficiently and clearly eftablithed upon
the paflage of feripture above mentioned. But
in order to do this in the moft profitable man-
ner, {ove fibordinate ends alfo muft be confi-

dered 3
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dered; and therefore, not only what is neceffa-
1y to health and comfort muft be ufed with this
view, but the enjoyment of many of the crea«
tures may be allowed as the fruits of divine
bounty, and tending to infpire an habitual chear-
fulnefs and gratitude to God.

I thafl conclude with gmng you thefc two
general rules to be obferved in the enjoyment of
outward mercies.

1.” That we have greater reafon to guard a-
gainft fins of excefs and intemperance than of
abftinenice. The firft are unfpeakably more come
mon and prevalent than the other : they always
have been fo, and are always likely to be fo.
If fome few have gone into fuperflition, by ex-
traordinary mortification, thoulands have been

"-betrayed into fin, and at laft brought to pcrdition,

by thecharms of a fenfual life.

2. If any are in danger of erring on the op-
pofite fide, the way to difcover when we are
going wrong, is to confider, whether the mor-
tification readers us more fpiritual, and more
altive, or, by excefs of ferupulofity, we are
confuming our time, and neglefting our duty.

“The deceits of Satan are very fubtle: he fills
‘fome perfons with fo many doubts upon every
-particular, that they are like one who makes

fittle progrefs in his journey, from continual un-

- certainty, and frequent flopping ‘to enquire the

way. It is certainly far better to carry on the
general ends of God’s glory, and point to this as
our ultimate purpofe, than every now and thea

Vor. L T to
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to intangle and imbarrafs ourfelves with que-
ftions of little moment.

Before proceeding to the fecond general
head, I fhall finith this difcourfe by a few ob-
fervations for the improvement of what hath
been already faid. And,

1. From what hath been faid upon this fub-
je&, you may learn the great importance of the
duty ; that it is the diftinguithing chara&er of
a real Chriftian, to be crucified to the world,
and the world to him. Alas! how many de.
ceive themfelves in this particular ! How many
fatisfy themfelves with a name to lve, when
they are dead ; with a form of godlinefs, while
they deny the power thereof ! How many, with
2 decent and regular outward profeflion, are yet
wholly devoted to the world ! Their medita-
tion dwells upon it; their affeCtions center in
it ; their carc is beftowed upon it; and their
delights entirely flow from it. Let it be confi-
dered, that there is nothing more contrary to
true religion. The world, or created good, is
the great competitor with God for the heart.
All the honour and efteem that is given to it is
taken from God. All the fervice and obedience
that is beftowed upon it is refufed to God. Call
to mind fome of the paflages of fcripture refer-
red to in the preceding difcourfe; particularly
the following : 1 Jobn ii. 15.  Love not the -
¢¢ world, neither the things that are in the world.
¢ If any man love the world, the love of the Fa-
#¢ ther is not in him.”

" My dear brethren, there are many who would
look
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look with ¢ontempt or indignation on thofe who
are guilty of particular fcandalous and difgrace-
ful fins, for example, on a profane fwearer,
drunkard, or unclean perfon, while yet they
themfelves are as much wedded to the world,
and have as great an inward averfion at the prac~
tice of piety, and the power of the fpiritual life,
as any of them all. Other fins are but the body
or the members : worldlinefs is the foul and fpiric
of irreligion. Other fins are but the alts or ex~
preffions, worldlinefs the inward pnncxple that
gives them life.

How important a part thls is of the Chnﬁlan
charatter, will plainly appear from thefe two
confiderations : ¥, Worldlinefs may be itfelf
the principle which reftrains men from many o- .
ther fins. A defire of reputation, a delight in
the efteem of others, is often the caufe of out-
ward deeency; nay, it is not feldom the caufe
of apparent zeal and eminent hypocrify. 2.
There may be as great a degree of worldlinefs
with as without a profeffion of piety. Men may
retain a form of godlinefs chiefly to fet them-
felves free from the reproofs of confcience, that
their prefent enjoyments may have the higher re-
lith. Nay, I cannot help obferving, that though
covetoufnefs is one of the grofs fins mentioned
in fcripture, as entirely fubverfive of religion,
there is fcarcely any fin that can be carried to
fuch a degree, without cafting off the profeffion
of it. Hence it plainly appears how important
a part of the chara&er of a real Chriftian it is
to be crucified to the world. Without this the

T 2 foundeft
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foundeft principles, and the flriCeft profeffion,
will avail nothing ; for they that are * Chrift’s,
¢ have crucified the fle(b, with its affe@ians and
¢ lufts,”

2, From what hath been faid you may fee,

" not only the importance, but the great extent

of the duty. The world itfelf, apd all that is
therein, in the fenfe formerly explained, muft
be crucified. That'you may, in fome meafure,
conceive the extent of this, confider the com-.
mon divifion of worldly enjoyments, viz, riches,
honours, and pleafures. All thefe, without ex-
ception, and all thefe equally, mut be denied
by the Chriflian. You thall often fee, that the
covetous man will defpife and hate the prodigal,
and even exprefs the greateft zeal againft siet,
and extravagance of every kind. The fenfualift,;
on the other hand, defpifes the mifer, as glued:
to the world, and a flave to the moft fordid of
all human paffions. And the ambitious man,
eager in the purfuit of honour and digoity, vaia-
ly conceives bimfelf fuperior to both. But
they are all equally oppofite to and inconfiftent
with the fpirit of the gofpel. If your fupreme
delight, if your portion and happinefs is here,
it is of little confequence whether your hearts
are fet upon ‘¢ the luft of the fleth, the luft of
¢ the eye, or the pride of life.” Itis with the
foul as with the bedy : there are many different
difeafes taking place in different parts, and thew-
ing = themfelves by different fymptoms, but
which will equally end in death as their

effect. -
3. You
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3. You may hence learn the difficulty of the
duty ; to be crucified to the world, and yet to
live in the world 5 to be crucified to the world,
and yet to_pofkefs the world; to be crucified to.
the world, and yet to have a great part of our
thoughts and love neceffarily employed about the
world. The temptation is. ever prefent, and,
through the corruption and treachery of our
own hearts, fatally ftrong. - Ought we not hence
to infer the abfolute neceffity of continual vigi-
lance, and continual prayer? continual vigi-
lance in our duty, and jealoufy of every temp-
tation that may be in danger of diverting us
from it? continval prayer to the Father of
lights, in the name of Chrift, for fupernatural
ftrength ? Every exercifed Chiiftian knows from
cxperience the danger of the world as an ene-
my, and how hard it is to keep fuch clear views
_ of the things of eternity, as. to be preferved
from ao undue and finful attachment to the
thiogs of time. The world is dangerous even
16 thofe who maintain an habitval jealoufy of
‘it, and bold it as an cnemy : how much more
muft it be ruinous and fatal to thofe who love
and profecute it as the objet of their chicf de-
fire ! :

4. I fhall now oconclude, by impraving thi
fubje@& for the purpofe of felf-examination.
And furely no ferious hearer will be backward
to bring himfelf to the trial. My beloved hear-
ers, I{peak to all of every rank, high and low,
rich and poor, learned and unlearned, who pro-
- fefs to bear the name of Chriftians : Are you,
- F 2 o
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or are you not, crucified to the world, and -the
world to you ? All real believers are fo. 1f you
are not, your riches or your poverty, your honour
or your fhame, your regular behaviour, or even
your zeal for public duties, will -avail you no-
thing in the day of Chrift’s appearance. I am
fenfible, that the decifion of the queftion, Whe-
-ther you are, or are not, crucified to the world?
may often be attended with no little difficulty.
I will therefore, as far as I am-able, endeavour
to affitt you in the trial. For which purpofe,
beg your attention to the foltowing obfervations

1. You are crucified to the world, if you
do not habitually allow your thoughts to dwell
upon it, and your defires to run out after it
The crofs was an abhorred obje, which no
body could look upon with delight. Worldli-
nefs is often as much difcovered by our defires
after what we have not, as by the ufe or em-
ployment of what we have. There are many
whofe great delight feems to arife from the fond
expeQtations they entertain of worldly happinefs
to come : nay, there are many who are fo floth-
ful as ndt to purfue the world, and yer feed
themfelves with the very imagination of it
Their thoughts, and even their language, con-
ftantly runs upon idke fancies, and romantic fup-
pofitions of the happinefs they fhould enjoy,
were they in'fuch or fuch a ftate, Now, my
brethren, he that is erucified to the world wilt
make confcience of reftraining thefe irregular de-
fires'; and, from a deep conviftion of the vanity

of




Ser. 9. by the crofs of Chrift. | . 223

of the world, will find little pleafure in thecon-
templation of it. '
2. Your being crucified to the world will
appear in the moderation of your dcllght and
complacency in what ‘'yon poﬂéﬁ; of it. You
will not, if 1 may fpeak fo, give yourﬁ:lw.s up
to it, but will always qualify the enjoyment of
“it by a refle@tion npon its vanity in itfelf, and
its thort duration as to any conneétion we fhalk
have with it. We are ready to pity the weak-
. mefs of children, when we fee them apply them-
felves with fo muech eagernefs to trifles, and fo
greatly delighted with their amufements and en~
joyments. A parent, looking on them when
“hotly engaged at play, will be at once pleafed
to fee them happy, and at the fame time filled
with a tender commiferation of their want of
refle€tion. Something of the fame view one
crucified to the world has of all earthly enjoy-
ments, Many a grown perfon will {mile at the
play of ehildren, while he himfelf is perhaps as
eagerly engaged in the fehemes of ambition, in po-
litical ftruggles, and eonteﬁs for power; which
are often as great trifles as the play-things of
ehildsen, only that they are the play-things of
men. ’ '
3. You are crucified to the world if you
have low hopes and expeltations from it. 1t is
hope that flirs us up chiefly to aétion in all our
porfuits.  And fo long as we entertain high
thoughts of what the wérld will afford us in
fome after-feafon, we are not crucified to it.

There:
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There is a common proverbial faying, ¢ If it were
¢ not for hope, the heart would break :*> juft fo,
when our hopes from the world are deftroyed,
the heart of the old man is broken. We are
exceeding ready to think, that were fuch or fuch
a difficulty or uneafinefs removed, could we ob-
tain fuch or fuch an advantage in view, we would
be happy. But there is always a deception at
bottom. We vainly think, that happioefs arifes
from the creature; but he that is crucified to
the world judges, by paft experience, that it hath
little comfort to give; and therefore he wilt
place but little dependence upon it.

4+ He is crucified to the world who hath tru-
ly fubdued all invidious difpofitions towards the
pofleffion of it, There are many who feem to
have little comfort from their own enjoyments ;
but there is reafon to fear, that it arifes not fo
much from felf-denial, as from difcontent. The
world may be faid . to be crucified to them, but
they are pot crucified to the world. It is by
this that worldlinefs expreffes itfelf chiefly in the
lower ranks of life. Thofe who are obliged to
live moderately and hardly, from mere penury,
«ften thew, by their carriage and language, that
they have as mueh fenfuality in their hearts, as
thofe who indulge their irregular defires to the
greateft cxcefs. But he that is crucified to the
world, not only fees all its pomp and fplendour
in others without repining, but will often be.
flow athought of compaffion upon the great,
for the mﬁw:mg circumftances io which- they

are
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are placed with regard to their fouls. And fure-
ly they are of all others moft to be pitied. May
the Lord, in mercy, convince them of their
danger ; and, in the mean time, preferve his own
people from being led aftray by their influence
and example.
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S ERMON X

The world crucified by the crofs of Chrift,

GALATIANS vi. 14. laft clavfe.

— By whom the world is crucified to me,
and I unto the werld,

I Now proceed to the fecond thing propofed,
which was, To thow the influence of the
crofs of Chrift in crucifying the world. This,
my brethren, deferves your moft ferious atten-
tion, as pointing you to the great and vital prin.
ciple of the Chriftian’s fan&tification, the true and
only fource of fpiritual comfort and peace. The
crofs of Chrift is always confidered in the apofto-
lic writings as an obje& of the higheft dignity
and merit; and the believer is there taught to
fpeak of it in exprefions of the warmeft attach-
ment and regard. Witnefs the words of the
text itfelf, in the preceding claufe: ¢ God for-
¢ bid that I fhould glery fave in the crofs of our
“ Lord Jefus Chrift.” We may perhaps be eafi-
ly induced, in a time of external quietnefs and
peace, to adopt this fentiment as an opinion, or
to ufe it as a form; but happy, and only hap-
py, thofe in whom it dwells as an ever-pre-

fent
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fent truth, and operates as a daily governing prin-
ciple !

Taking the fubje& in great latitude, I might
obferve, that the crofs of Chrift being the price
paid for the bleflings of falvation in general, e-
very illuminating difcovery in the mind, and e-
very gracious affeftion in the heart, which are
the work of the divine Spirit, may be juftly a-
feribed to it.  But I propofe, at this time, to
confider it fingly as an object of faith, and to
thew how the firm perfuafion and frequent re-
.cblletion of this great truth tends to crucify the
world to us, and us to the world; the rather,
that we find elfewhere our vitory over the world

- afcribed to faith, and this faith particularly ter-

minating on the Son of God: 1 Johnv. 4. §.
¢ For whatfoever is born of God, overcometh
¢ the world : and this is the vi€tory that over-
¢ cometh the world, even our faith. Who is
¢ he that overcometh the world, but he that
¢ believeth that Jefus is the Son of God?” For
the further illuftration of this fubject, then, let

. us obferve,

1. Thag the crofs of Chrift crucifies the world,
as it gives us an immediate and fhriking view of
the mortality of our nature, as well as the origi-
nal and general caufe of this mortality. The va-
nity of created things is in nothing more mani-
feft, than in their precarious nature, particularly
our own tendency to the duft, by which all
carthly relations fhall be fpeedily and entirely
diflolved. In this view, indeed, you may fay,
that the death of any other perfon, ficknefs, and

. : all
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all its attending (ymptoms, or a funeral, with its
mournful folemnities, tends to crucify the worlc:
and aoft certainly they do. But there is fome- .
thing ftill more in the crofs of Chrift. There
we fee, not only the death of our nature, bat
the death of the Son of God in our room, There
we are carried back to a view of the great caufe
of the umiverfal reign of the king of terrors.
Sin, fin firft brought death into the workd; and
this made &t neceffary that Chrift “ fhould tafle
“ of death for every man,” that we might be re-
ftored to fpiritaal life. Mortality,. therefore,
is written in the moft legible charalters on the
crofs of Chrilt.  Nay, the curfe of creation itfelf
is written upon the crofs of Chrift. We cannot
look spom it, therefore, in a_ ferious mranaer,
without being deeply affeCted with the doom
which we outfelves have flill to undergo : ¢ Duft
“ thou art, and to duft thou fhalt remurn.” It
is impoffible to avaid ksowing that we mult die ;
but thofe only dikcover the moment of this weth,
who fee its procuring caufe. Thofe only have
juft and abiding impreflions of the fpeedy ap-
proach of natural death, who are filled with
concern for their own deliverance from the
power of the fecond death.
2+ The crofs of Chrift crucifies the world so
a believer, as it thews him how little he deferves
at the hand of God. Believers on the crofs of
Chrift fee him ftanding in their room, and bear-
ing the wrath of an offended God, which was
their due. 'Whea this is ot only profefled with
' the
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the mouth, but received into the heart, it gives
a deep convidtion of the evil of fin, and lays the
finner proftrate in humility and felf-abafement.
Muft not this greatly weaken and mortify all
worldly affe@tion, which takes its rife from pride
and felf-fufficiency ? Itis, if I.may fpeak fo, a
fort of claim and demand upon Providence, as if
fomething were due to us. Worldly perfons, in
profperity, not only cleave to the world as their
portion, but may be faid to affert their title to
it as their property. The fame inward dxfpof i
tion may be difcovered by their carriage in the
oppofite flate. ‘When their fchemes are broker,
and their hopes blafted; by repeated difappoint-
ments, or when their poffeffions are taken from
them by unexpedted ftrokes, they refift and rebel
with impatience and indignation, as if fome per-
fon had done them wrong.

But’ when men are fenfible that they deferve
nothing at the hand of God, this mortifies theic
carthly defires, and puts their complaiats to fi-
lence. Sce how Job exprefles himfelf after all
his calamities, as fenfible that he had loft no-
thing of his own, chap. i. 21, ¢ Naked came I
# 6ut of my mother’s womb, and naked fhall I
¢ return thithét: the Lord gave, and the Lord
¢ hath taken away; bleffed be the name of the
¢ Lord.” Let me fpeak of this, my brethren,
as a gracious difpofition, which, alas! is too
often but weak, yet furely hath place in the
heart of every child of God. Let me fuppofe
hinr conviniced, that be is anworthy of the leaft
of all God’s mercies ; will he not keep his pof-

Vou. L U : feffions



230 The world crucified Ser. 10.

feflions the more loofely, and will he not quit
his hold the more eafily ? But where fhall we
learn real felf-abafemeat fo well as from the
crofs¢  where fhall we learn how little. we de-
ferve that is good, fo well as in that place which
fhews we have indeed deferved every thing
that is evil? where fhall we learn to make mo-
derate demands of created mercies, but where
we fee, that not only the creature, but life itfelf,
was forfeited by our guilt? Lzt me fuppofe a
condemned criminal carried, with many others,
to afcaffold, there receiving a pardon, and wit-
nefling, in the execution of others, what was
the fentence of the law upon himfelf; will he,
at this inftant, think you, be impatient or
thankful? Will he be jealous of the honour or
refpect paid to him ? will he quarrel about the
dignity or convenience of the place affigned to
him? No furely. Loft in the confideration of
the fate he has efcaped, and the favour he has
received, he will pay little regard to matters of
fmall comparative importance. . Juft fo the
Chriftian, placed by faith at the foot of the crofs,
deeply moved. by a difcovery of the wrath of
God, which he had deferved to fuffer to_eterni-
ty, and taking an immediate view of what his
Redeemer fuffered to deliver him from it, will
be little thoughtful of the world, or any of its
enjoyments. :
3- The crofs of Chrift crucifies the world, by
reverfing all worldly maxims, and thewing of how

light eftimation worldly greatnefs is in the fight
of
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of God. So long as worldly'maxims prevail,
and worldly greatnefs is in high efteem, the
crofs of Chriftis a defpifed obje&.. But fo foort
as this obje& acquires bulk and value in the be- *
liever’s eye, by being taken for what jt really
is, the world is difgraced inits turn. It pleafed
God, in his infinite wi{dom, for the falvation of
finners, to {end his own Son into the world, in
the human nature : and as it was in- itfelf a
deep ftep of humiliation, for the Son of God to
be found in fafhion ase man; fo, even in this.
afflumed nature, he was attended with every cir-
cumftance of meannefs and bafencfs. No re-
tinue of illuftrious minifters to ferve him; no
fplendid or elegant apartment to receive him;
but born of a mean woman, brought forth in a
ftable, and laid in a manger. Memorable and in-
firuftive hiftory indeed! which fhall never be
forgotten where the gofpel is preached, to lhe
end of time.

Remember, my beloved hearers, though dl.
vine fweetnefs and benignity adorned his car-
tiage, though divine power and energy attended
his miniftrations ; yet poverty, flander, and con-
tempt were his continual portion ; fo that he
could fay, in the language of the prophet, ¢ Re- -
¢ proach hath broken my heart:” and again,
# The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air
¢ have nefts ; but the Son of man hath not
¢ where to lay his head.” Some of the ancients
have reprefented the Saviour as of extraordinary
beauty of countenance and comelinels of form,
founded perhaps on a literal interpretation of

U2 that

[



~

232 The world crucified Ser. 10.

that expreflion in the Pfalmift, Pfal. xlv. 2.
“ Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace
“is poured into thy lips : therefore God hath
¢ bleffed thee for ever.” Without.being pofi-
tive, I thall only fay, that this does not corre-
fpond much with the other circumftances of his
incarnation. And indeed fome have fuppofed di-
reltly the contrary, founding their opinion up-
on the langvage of tbe prophet Ifaiah, chap. lii.
34. ‘“ As many were aftonied at thee; (his vie
‘ fage was fo marred more than any man, and
“ his form more than the fons of men) ;” as alfo,
chap. liii. 2, ¢ For he fhall grow up before him
¢ as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry
¢ ground : ke hath no form nor comelinels : and
 when we fhall fee him, there is no beauty that
“ we fhould defire him.” Whataever be in this,
it is beyond all queftion, that the whole courfe
of his life, and particularly the remarkable con-
clufion of it, was one continued tract of fuffering
and mortification.

Does not this, Chriftians, bring a reproach
upon worldly greatnefs, and ftain the pride of
all buman glory ? Does it not thow how kttle
it'is efteemed of God, and how little it is an e..
vidence of his acceptance or approbation ¢ What
an influence muft this have upon the believer to
crucify the world 2 How muft it endear to him
a mean and defpifed, and reconcile him to a
fuffering flate? . With what propriety does the
Chriftian,when he is baptized in the name of Chrift,
renounce the world, its pomps, and its pleafures?,
Doces not a fingle refleftion qo the defpifed ﬂat?

. . e
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of our Redeemer, in the days of his fleth, make
you patient under contempt, and extinguith the
defire of applaufe ? Have you any remaining
uneafinefs at feeing others getting before you in
the career of ambition, overtopping you with
titles, eclipfing you with fplendor ? Do you not
now fee the propriety of the account given of
the carriage of the apoftles, when the world and
they were at variance, A&ts v, 41. ¢ And they
¢ departed from the prefence of the council, re-
¢ joicing that thcy were counted worthy to fuffer
« fhame for his name.” Whether do you now
envy the conqueror or the fufferer, the prince or
the martyr # Where-ever there is a real Chri-
flianr raifed to opulence by the will of God, or
furrounded with enfigns of dignity and honour,
will not this confideration fill him with deep
humility and felf-denial, and a boly jealoufy, left
be fhould abufe his influence, or mifapply his
salents? The higheft honour of real ability is
ufefulnefs, the brighteft ornament of worldly
greatnefs is felf-abafement. All this fhews, in
the cleareft manner, how the crofs of Chrift cru-
cifies the world, by reverfing every worldly
maxim, and giving a new turn to- the principles
of honour and of thame. This leads me to ob-.
ferve, :
4. In the /af¥ place, That the erofs of Chrift
erucifies the world, by putting 2 quite different
ebjet of defire and affe@ion in its room. Our
limited powers can attend but to few things at
once; and therefore, when any one acquires an
iotereft in our affections, it muft comparatively
U3 weakem
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weaken or deftroy the intereft of others, efpe-
cially thofe of an oppofite or independent kind.
Make a new bed to a river, and torn its ftream
in that diretion, and it will immediately dry
up its former channel. Now, the crofs of Chrift
prefents to us an object of infinite importance,
peace and reconciliation with God here, and e-
verlafling happinefs in his prefence hereafter. Can
any worldly object be laid in the balance with
" thefe2 What efteem or attention can it merit
in comparifon with thefe?

Whether we confider the end or the means
of falvation, the crofs of Chrift tends to fup-
plant the world, by improving our views of and
increafing our affeftion to both. It fhews the
infinite importance of eternity and its confe-
quences: and what more proper to deliver us
from an undue attachment to the things of time ?
Eternity, by its greatnefs, makes time itfelf to
fhrick into a point, and annihilates all thofe lit-
tle temporary diftin:Ctions on which worldly af-
fection entirely depends. What doth it fignify
to him that views eternity aright, whether he
be for a few years in health or ficknefs, riches
or poverty, on a throne or in a cottage? How
immenfe, according to human mcafure, appears
‘the difference between the pofleflions of fome
perfons in the world and others? But of all the
gencrations before us, who have now fallen a-
ﬂcep, how equal is the condition in this refpeét!
‘The monarch and the flave, when laid io the
duft, fill nearlv the fame fpcce.

¥
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If we confider the means of religion, the
erofs of Chrift applied by a convinced finner, o-
pens to him fuch a profpect of the infinite un-
N merited love of God, and of this aftonithing
i exprefion of it, the death of his Son, as at
once captivates the heart, and, if I may
fpeak fo, occupies fo much room there, as leaves
but little for any other objet. How foon did
it open the heart of the publican Zaccheus, and
expel the fpirit of covetoufnefs and extortion ¢
Luke xix. 8. ¢ And Zaccheus ftood, and faid un-
¢ to the Lord, Bchold, Lord, the half of my
« goods I give to the poor: and if I have ta-
:i “ ken any thing from any man by falfe accufa-
‘¢ tion, I reftore him fourfold.” In how ftrong
a maaner does the apoftle Paul exprefs his com-
parative efteem of the crofs of Chrift! Phil. iik
7. 8. “ But'what things were gain to me, thofe
¢ 1 counted lofs for Chrift. Yea doubtlefs, and
« I count all things but lofs, for the excellency
‘ of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord?
'¢ for whom I have fuffered the lofs of 4ll things,
¢ and do count them but dung that I may win
“ Chiift.”  This is the very fame difpofition
with that which he expreffes in the text; and
it difers no otherwife from that of every Chii-
ftian, than that it is probable he had a particu-
[, lar view to his calling as a minifter and an apo-
ftle. Captivated with a fenfe of his Redeemer’s
love, filled witha view of the glory of his crofs, and
“devoted to his fervice in the miniftry of the gofpel,
i bs renounces all worldly profpefts, and fets ae

. = ==
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defiance every thing that might diftra& his at-
tention, or divide his care: % God forbid that I
¢ fhou!d glory fave in the crofs of our Lord Je-
¢ fus Chrilt; by whom the world is cracified to
¢ me, and I unto the world.”

1L I proceed now, in the /a/? place, 1o make
fome prafical improvement of what hath been
faid. And as, upon this interefling fubjedt, it
is neceffary that I thould fpeak with all feriouf-
nefs and fidelity, as well as at fome length, fo I
_ muft earneftly befeech you, as you regard your
prefent peace, your comfort in the hour of death,
and the everlafting happinels of your fouls, to
hear it with attention and application.

1. 1 muft cake the opportunity to reprove the
fin, and thew the danger of thofe wio are wed-
ded to the world. I would willingly interrupt
that comfort, and break that peace, which will
end in perdition.  For this purpofe, and in or-
der to make the reproof more diftinét and ef-
- fe€tual, I thall dire€t it feparately to the three

following charaters.

(1) To thofe whofe love of the world is fo.
great, that they fcruple not to ufe, occafionally
at leaft, if not habitually, finful means of get.-
ting or keeping pofeffion of it. This indeed
opens to us a very extenfive field : it leads us
g0 confider all the particular fins which an inoz-
dinate love of the world may produce, or in-

~ ¢reafe. ' It is melancholy, my brethren, to think
what contention and variance, nay what hatred
and violence, even among(t the ncarcft relations,
the
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the divifion of worldly property occafions. What
envy and grudging, what flander and evil-{peaking,’
between perfon and perfon, between family and
family ! And even in the ordinary way of traf-
fick, what art and diffimulation, what falfebood
and equivocation, are to be found between man
and man! But what 1 have chiefly in view is,
to fpeak a few words to thofe who, in ordes .
to promote their worldly ends, bave been guiky
of dire&t dithonelty, and known injuftice. How
. many are there whofe confciences, if they would
be faithful, muft tell them, that they are mow in
pofleffion of the fruits of unlawful gain! Oh!
the blindnefs of thofe decluded unhappy fouls ¢
if an inordinate love of the world, however ho~
neftly acquired, is not only finful, but defiruc-
tive of your eternal intereft ; what fhall become
of thofe who have trodden under foot the laws
both of God and man, in order to obtain it ?
1f an exceflive love of the moft lawful enjoy-
. ments, father and mother, wife and children, is
inconfiftent with falvation; what muft become of
thofe who have loved and followed the gain of
unrighteoufoefs ¢ what muft become of thofe
who, to clothe their backs, or feed their belltes,”
or gratify their pride, bave not fcrupled to be
guikty of breach of truft, or breach of promife,
of open oppreflion, or fecret fraud 2 If every
poor worldling muft fland trembling upon the
biink of eternity, when he fees all his painted:
fhadows ready to fink into everlafting darknefs ;
what horrot mult feize upon the dying finner,’

vho
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who is juft about to furrender all his dear pof-
feflions to another, while bis confeience is load-
ed with the guilt of fraud or perjury ? and this
he cannot leave behind him. Oh! my dear
brethren, tremble at the thoughts of dithoneft
gain; loathe it return it; fhake your hands
clear of it. It will imbitter your enjoyments = it
will be a moth in your fubftance, a fire in your

confciences on earth, and a hell to your fouls

after the earth itfelf, and all that is therem,- is
burnt up.

(2) I would addrefs this reproof to thofe who
are apparently more decent and regular, whom
a fenfe of honour, or a defire of the approbation
of their fellowscreatures, preferves from groffer
erimes, or whom perhaps natural confcience per-
fuades to take up the outward and ordinary part-
of religion as a form. - Many fuch perfons are
wedded to theworld. Their thoughts are there,
their delights are there, their hopes and expecta-
tions are only there. Bear with me, my bre-
thren, in prefling this a little; and do not turn
away, and refufe the charge. Worldlinefs is
the reigning fin, and will be the eternal ruvin of

' many perfons of better rank, to whole conver-
fation, a more liberal way of thinking, and a.
fenfe of decency, may give even an amiable.
appearance. I would befeech the attention of
fuch perfons to what fhall now be faid; not from
any difrefpect to their ftate and fituation in civil
life, God knoweth ! but from fidelity to their
fouls. Confider, I pray you, the extreme dan-

ger
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ger of worldlinefs of mind, It is itfelf a great
and aggravated fin, and is the parent of many
others. It is a fin, where it hath dominion, in-
confiftent with falvation. Hear the words of the
Lord Jefus: * He that loveth father or mother,
¢ {on or daughter, more than me, is not worthy
<« of me.” There are fome forts of finners on
whom you would look with contempt or abhors
rence ; but you may poflibly deceive yourfelves.
The ftri€t and regular, but covetous Pharifees,
little thought that the publicans and finners were
nearer the kingdom of heaven than themfelves.
I do not fay this to extenuate fin of any kind,
but to guard you againft the power of delufion
and felf deceit. 1 know that none but the
fearcher of hearts can make a certain judgement,
of the degree of depravity in different charac-
ters ; and therefore I do not fo much urge the
comparifon for your condemnation, - as caution
you againft relying upon it for your juftification.
The uvnalterable rule, taken both from the law
and the gofpel, is this: Which of the two has
the fupreme commandmg intereft in your affec-
tions, God or the world? As an eminent au-
thor cxprcﬁ'es it, ¢ He is the moft wicked man
¢ that hath in his heart the ftrongeft intereft that
¢ is oppofite to God ; and all that is not fubor-
¢ dinate to him is oppoﬁte to him: I fay again,
¢ the greater creature-intereft, the more finful the
¢ ftate. Though you be neither thieves, nor ex-
¢ tortioners, nor adulterers, your fin may be as
¢ deep rooted, and the intereft of the world as
¢ predominant, or more fo, in you, than in fome
¢ of
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. ¢ ofthem, Alas! Sirs, the abftaining from fome
¢ of thefe fins, and living like civil and ordedy
¢ perfons, though it is fo far commendable, is
¢ ot enough. If the world be not crucified to
¢ you, and you to it, fuch abftinence will but
¢ hide your fin and mifery, and hinder your
¢ fhame and repentance; bat not prevent your
¢ eternal damnation. Your lands and your houfes,
¢ and hopeful pofterity, and other provifion you
¢have made for the fefh, may hiave more of

¢ your hearts, than the world hath of the heart of
¢ a poor wretch who never had fo muceh to ido-
¢lize Upon the whole, my brethren, let me
only put you in mind, this exhortation is not
Yefs neceflary to you than the like cautions were
to the hearers of Chrift in the days of his fleth,
whom he warns againft the dangers of an af-

. fluent ftate: Lukeviii. 14. % And that which
¢ fell among thorns, are they, which when they
* have heard, go forth, and are choked with
¢ cares, and riches, and pleafures of this life,
* and bring no fruit to perfe&tion.” Matth, xix.
23.24. “ Then faid Jefus unto his difciples,
¢ Verily 1 fay unto you, that a rich man fhall

" ¢ hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.
% And again I fay unto you, Itis eafier for a
« camel to go through the eye of a needle, than
“ for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of
¢ God.” It ought to give you great confolation,
that he adds, ¥ 26. “ With men this is impof-
« fible, but with God all things are poffible.”

(3) I would addrefs thie exhortation to the
 children of God, in whom I know the world is
crucified

|
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crucified upon the whole ; yet, alas! it fhill re.
tains fuch a degree of intereft as is provokin
to God, offenfive to others, and hurtful to their
own peace. In what glafs can you fee more
clearly the weaknefs of faith, and every other
gracious difpofition, than in their little influence
in reftraining the motions of carnal affetion?
‘Had the great objeéts of faith and hope that
place in our hearts, and that entire dominion in
our affeftions, which they ought to have ; would
there be fo much conformity to worldly maxims.
and pradtices, as is daily to be feen? would
there be fo much emulation in all the outward
expreflions of pride and gaiety, in drefs, furni-
ture, and equipage? ‘would there be fo much
defire of the increafe of wealth and greatnefs ?
would there be fo much envy of thofe who are
fuccefsful, and go beyond us? Shall I tell you
how a Chriftian fhould look upon thofe who
profper remarkably in their worldly affairs 2 If
they are truly pious, he thould rejoice with
them; for here is fo much wealth and influence
put into fuch hands as wil employ them in
doing good. On the other hand, if they are -
wicked, he (hould fincerely pity them, as immer-
fed in the moft dangerous temptations, If we
were thoroughly dead to the world, and the world
to us, would the lofs of wealth or reputation
wound us fo deeply as they generally do ? would
the malice or flanders of others make fo fenfible
an impreflion ? It fhould be pitied, as it is their
fin ; but it may eafily be defpifed, as it is our .

danger. Try this by the condition ard conduét
VoL. L. X of



242 The world cracified Ser. 10,

of the oppofite charalter. A wicked man is
dead to God and fpiritual things, What thea
does he value the lofs of any thing of that na-
ture ? Tell him, that he hath loft fuch or fuch
-an opportunity of commanion with God, in his
worfhip in public, or in family ; that he hath
loft an opportunity of excellent inftrution, in
a fermon or difeourfe; with what manifeft con-
sempt will he receive the information, and fmile
at your weaknefs and credulity in fhewing any
attachment to fuch things | Were we crucified
to the world as we ought, would there be fo
mauch impatience under the hand of God in po- -
yerty, ficknefs, the lofs of relations, or calami-
gies of any kind? The lopping off a limb or
member that is dead, gives little or no uneafinefs:
it is the life that remains which occafions the
pain of feparation. If the world fat loofe up-
on us, its removal would fcarcely, be felt; but
we muft needs fuffer at the very heart when any
thing is withdrawn that bath its hold there.
Let me therefore befeech you, in this, to confefs
your fin, to be humbled for it, and to pray, that
youmay be daily more and more delivered from
it.

2. I fhall improve this fubje&t for pointing
out the ufe of afflition, and the ground of your
confolation under it. This world at beft is but
a fcene of forrow; and we then reap moft com-
fort from it when we are fenfible that it is fo.
"The very purpofe of affliction is, to thew us the
" wvanity and uncertainty of all created comforts,
and deliver us from an exceffive attachment to

them,
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them. It is mach more difficult to crucify a
fmniling than a frowning world. It is not eafy
to hate it in its lovelieft form, or, if I may ufe
fuch an expreflion, to fpeak harfhly to it when
it is [peaking kindly to us? But in the time of
affliction, when we are obliged to eonfels its
vanity, is it not reafonable to expeét, that our
affeciion for it will be abated 2 I have faid, that
this feems the natural effe@ of fuffering; be-
caufe it is the leffon evidently carried in it.
And accordingly the prophet Ifaiah fays, ch. xxvi.
9.  For when thy judgements are in the earth,
¢« the inhabitants of the world will learn righ-
¢ teoufnefs.” 1 am fenfible, however, that the
reception which affliction meets with, and the
effeéts which it produces, are very different in
different perfons. It makes the worldly man
curfe his idol in the rage of defpair; and it
makes the child of God abhor the idolatry, and
dwell with complacency on his unchamgeable
portion. :

Confider this, I befeech you, my brethren ;
for you are all liable to the ftroke of affliction,
young and old, rich and poor, holy and unholy.
1t is indeed lamentable to fee the fretful impa-
tience of thofe to whom the world is blafted
from without, but the love of the world, in
all its ftrength, flill fubfifting within. They
have no fource of confolation in themfelves ;
and nothing comfortable can be fpoken to them
by others in a manner confiltent with truth and
duty. To deal faithfully with them, we muft
do our utmoft .to add the bitternefs of repent-

X2 ance
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ance to their other fufferings ; and this the cruet
kindnes of furrounding relations will feldom
permit to be done. In the ¢afe of dying per-
fons, in particular, with what eoncern have I
heard fiiends and phyficians telling the groffef®
falfehoods, in order to keep off, for a few mo-
ments, the apprehenfion of what they knew muft
immediately and certainly take place, and be the
more terrible for the furprife !

On the other hand, it is comfortable to re-
fleq, that the fan&ifying influence of affli€tions
is no lefs the language of experience than of
fcripture.  Many have born their teftimony, and
fet their feal to it. Some have been fo effec-
tually mortified to pride and vanity, by the in-
juries or the flanders of others, that they have
even felt confolation in the reproach itfelf. But
in a particular manner, I have been often plea-
fed with young perfons to whom the world, and
all their expeltations from it, have been cruci-
fied by early afflition, exprefling themfelves,
not merely with fubmiffion, but with ferenity
and thankfulnefs. Bear with me in mentioning
a real inflance, known to myfelf, of a young
man, who-had been long confined with a difea-
fed member, and had a near and certain pro-
fpect of his diffolution. When, at the defire of
fome perfon prefent, his loathfome fore was un-
covered, he expleﬂ'ed himfelf, to the beft of
my remembrance, in thefe very words : ¢ There
¢itis; and a precious treafure it has been to
“me ! It faved me from the folly and vanity of

¢ yauth ;
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¢ youth ; it made me cleave to God as my only
¢ portion, and eternal glory, as my only hopes
¢ and I think it has now brought me very near
¢ to my Father’s houfe.” Now, what a fpring of
confolation is here ¢ Our duty, our bufinefs, -
our intereft is, to crucify the world, and to be
crucified to it. May we not, then, with the
utmoft gratitude, as well as patience, reccive the
appointments of that God who has promifed,
not only to deliver us from all our fufferings in
due time, not only to make up and recompenfe
our loffes with fomething better, of a different
kind, but has affured us, that thefe very fuffer-
ings and loffes, as their immediate effeét, thall

crucify fin, and further eur meetnefs for his own
prefence ? . ’
3. Let me improve this fubjet By earnciily
exhorting you to endeavour to acquire more and
more of the temper and ftate of mind expreffed
by the holy apoftle, in the text, « By whom
¢ the world is erucified to me, and 1 unto the
“ world.” Be perfuaded, my beloved hearcrs,
to look upon all created things with the eye of
faith, Remember their relation to God. He s
their maker and yours; and they muft not be
Joved or ferved but in fubordination to his glory.
Do not place your chief happinefs in them; do |
not efteem them too highly ; do not love them
immoderately ; do not profecute them too vio-
lentlys Place your chief happinefs in: the fa-
vour of God, in communion with him on earth,.
and the well-grounded hape of the perpetual en-
joyment of him in heaven; and' let your regard
X3 o
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to earthly things be no other, nor greater, than
is fuited to this end. That I may prefs this re-
folution upon you, allow me to propofe the three
following confiderations.

(1) Confider the unfatisfying nature of alt
earthly enjoyments. They do not at all carry in
them that fiveetnefs and excellence which worldly
men fuppofe. Sin has drawn a mift of delufion
over the minds of men. The inflamed and dif-
ordered appetites of our corrupted nature always
promife themfelves, in worldly poffeffions, a fa-
tisfation infinitely greater than they are able to
afford.  We have this from the confeflion of
many who have made the experiment with every
poflible advantage. The book of Ecclefiaftes is
an admirable and animated defcription of the
vanity of human enjoyments. Solomon fecms
to have been raifed up in providence, for this a-
mong other ends, that he might leave behind
him an account of the vanity of earthly great-
nefs.  And this is the title that he hath left writ-
ten upon all that the world can give : Ecclef, i.
2. “ Vanity of vanities, faith the preacher, va-
“ nity of vanities; all is vanity.” Power and
wealth, dignity and fame, variety of pleafures,
nay knowledge itfelf, as a fource of prefent com-
fort, he affirms the vanity of them all : Ec-
clef. ii. 11.¢ Then I looked on all the works
¢ that my hands had wrought, and on the labour
% that 1 had laboured to do: and behold, all
¢ was vanity and vexation of fpirit, and there
“ was no prcfit under the fun.” Ard towards
ke clofe-of the fame book, ch xii. 12. he fays,

“ And
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% And further, by thefe, my fon, be admonithe
“ ced : of making many books there is no end,

“ and much ftudy is a wearinefs of the fleth.”
Have there not been innumerable examples of
the fame teftimony in every age and country ?
And what fays your own experience ? or your
obfervation of others ¥ Do men indeed rife in
comfort and fatisfaction, in proportion as they
rife in flation or opulence ! On the contrary,
do they not rather commonly increafe in anxiety
and difcontent ? Do you indeed think, that
thofe who appear in guilded equipages have al-
ways on that aceount the moft joyful hearts 2
Alas ¥ there eannot be a greater miftake. Could
. you fee what pafles within, there would appear
ungoverned paflions, ungratified defires, and dif-
appointed hopes; and could you enter their
houfes, you would find wearinefs and impa-
tience, family-diftrefs, family-diforders, and fa-
" mily-quarrets. It has been an old, and it is a
moft juft obfervation, particularly upon avarice,
That the defire flill grows with the poffeffion.
It is the fame with every other finful paffion.
Indulgence does not gratify fo much as it ins
‘flames them. Let a man climb ever fo high
on the ladder of ambition, he fees fill others be-
fore him ; and emulation and envy are as firong,
or ﬂrongcr, between thofe who ftand on 'the ad-
joining fleps at the top as at the bottom. There
is one particular remark, that ferves at once to
fhow the vanity of the world, and the finfulnefs
of human nature : The greater variety of world-
ly comforts any petfon pofleffes, he is not the
d mare,
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more, but the lefs content, under the want of
sny one. The more and the longer any perfon
bath been accuftomed to obfequioufnefs or flar-
tery, he is the more impaticnt of the leaft con-
tradi®%tion. The more abundant and univerfal
refpet that has been paid to any perfon, heis |
- the more deeply wounded by negleét or con- ‘
tempt ; as Haman, notwithftanding all his .
greatnels, was quite unfatisfied while there re-
mained one poor man in the king’s gate who |
would not do him reverence. Take but one
example more. If a man bath great and exten-
five pofleflions, and is without children, he is
but the more diftrefled to thiok, that fo noble an
eftate and family thould be without an heir, and
, will often envy the families of the poor, as if
- it were hard meafure, that he who had fo many
i temporal mercies fhould not have all. Upon the
g whole, you may fee, that there is a double va-
' pity in the prefent Rate. Created comforts are -

l
f unfatisfying on the one hand, and human defires
i are infatiable on the other.
(2) Confider the uncerfainty of all earthly en-
: joyments. No circumftance whatever fhould
' more abate our attachment to the world than its
H inftability. What happinefs can we receive from,
“ or ‘what value fhould we put upon thofe poflef-
i fions, which may be taken from us the next mo-
J ment ¢ The fpeedy, unexpe@ted, and melan-
i eholy change, which often takes place from:
| dealth to ficknefs, from wealth to poverty, from
honour to contempt, ' I leave every hearer to me-
ditate upon, from his own knowledge and ob-
fervation
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fervation of human life; only I cannot help
mentioning to you the firong language of the
holy feriptures, Prov. xxiii. 5. ¢ Wilt thou fet
“ thine eyes upon that which is not ? for riches
“ certainly make themfelves wings, they fly a-
“ way as an eagle towards heaven.” But the
eircunffiance vpon this fubjeét to which 1 would
particularly and chiefly point your attention, is,
that our pofleflions and enjoyments of every
kind are under the -immediate and conftant di.
re&tion of Divine Providence. Believe it, Chri-
ftians, and remember it, the providence of God
reaches to -every event that befalls you, howe-
ver inconfiderable it may feem. Itis God that
¢ giveth you power to get wealth.”—1It is he by
whom you are ¢ diminithed and brought low.”
—Itis he that  raifeth up one, and putteth
¢ down another.” — It is he that makes the
¢ voice of joy-and health” ta be heard in your
dwellings, or that ¢ chaftifes you with pain, and
¢ the multitude of your bones with ftrong pain.”
If this is the cafe, what reafon have you to be
afraid of giving that love and fervice to any
worldly enjoyment that is due to God? Will
you ¢ provoke him to jealoufy ? are you ftrong-
“ er than he ?” If you fet your affeftions im-
moderately on any temporal pofleflion, he can
immediately remove ir, or turn it into gall and
wormwood.

Inftead of enumerating the feveral kinds of
prefent enjoyments, 1 fhall only mention one,
the defire of which is commonly very ftrong,
viz. children ar pofterity. Now, how eafily

can



250 The world crucified Ser. 10.

can a holy and righteous God take away the
defirc of your eyes with a ftroke ? Nay, in how
many inflances is the life of children a heavier
trial than their death itfelf?  For I muft fay vp-
on this fubje&, as I have faid aoften in your hear-
ing, that to one thac truly fears God, I do not
_know any temporal calamity equal to that of ha-
ving profane or profligate children.

But perhaps fome attentive hearer will hefitate
a little, and fay, ¢ I have not obferved this to
¢ hol true in experience. Even pious perfons
¢ feem generally to bear the irregularities of
¢ their children, though fome of them very fcan«
¢ dalous, much better thaa their deaths. Nei-
¢ ther is it unfrequent to fee them excufing or
¢ palliating the worft pratices, from the partiali-
¢ ty of natural affeltion.” Perhaps then I muft
retral, or aker the affertion, and fay, it is ei-
ther the heavieft wlal, or the moft dangerous
-temptation, But, after all, who can tell what
floods of tears are fhed in fecret on this fubjeét ?
Parents may be often obliged to conceal their
forrow from the world, becaule they know it
would be treated with derifion. 1 the rather in-

cline to this fuppofition in many cafes; for

where indifference or partiality to the fins of
children is fo plain that it cannot be denied, 1
fhould greatly fufpeét the piety of fuch perfons,
let the appearance or profeflion be as flaming as
it will.

All your mercies, then, are in the hand of
God, who ‘can give or withhold, continue or
withdraw them at his pleafure. But there is
' fomething




. R S A

=, T -

LW KRR e e ™ . B e

——m T ows TN TR Ve e v T

Ser. 10. by the crofe of Chrift. 251t

fomething more flill : your life itfelf is in his '
hand. Though outward things were ever fo fta.
ble in themfelves, they are altogether precarious
astous, We know not what a day or a night
may bring forth, or at what time our fouls
fhall be required at our hands. This furely
ought, and if it be ferioufly attended to certainly
will weaken our attachment to the things of a
prefent world ; according to the inference drawn
from it by the apoftle Paul, 1 Cor. vii, 29. 30
31. “ But this I fay, brethren, the time is thort.
“ It remaineth, that both they that have wives,
“ be as though they had none; and they that
¢ weep, as though they weptnot ; and they that
“ rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and
¢ they that buy, as though they pofiefled not;
¢ and they that ufe this world, as not abufing it:
¢ for the fathion of this world pafleth away.”
(3) Confider that there is really much more

.real fatisfaltion to be found in a crucified than

in an idolized world. This to many will appear a
cootradiction; but it is a great and certain truth.
It is impoflible for any perfon to pafs ever fo lit-
tle the limits of duty in the ufe of the creatures,
but it is to his own prejudice. This I do not
mean only of its after confequences, but even
in point of prefent comfort. There is a more
genuine fweetnefs in thofe things that are nfed
with moderation and felf-denial, as the gofpel
requires, than in any finful gratification, But
if this holds even with regard to the fimple en-
joyment, it holds much more firongly when we
confider the benefit of a fandtified world. He

that,
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that, from a humble fenfe of the divine mercies,
can rife to a grateful acknowledgement of the
giver of all good; he who 1is thereby infpired
with a holy zeal to ferve him in his generation,
and values no temporal blefling, but fo far as it
may be ufeful in promoting the glory of God,
and the good of others, has a delight from them,
infinitely fuperior to what arifes from the licence
of criminal indulgence. He enjoys his mercies
without fling, be poffefles them without the
fear of lofing them ; nay, he can even rejoice in
the furrender itfelf, as a part of the will of God.
Is this fabulous, my brethren, or extravagant ?
I hope not, I believe and truft it is matter of
real experience to the children of Ged. Did the
Pfalmift David fay, it was good for him that he
was affliCted ? did the apoftles of Chrift take
joyfully-the fpoiling of their goods ? did they
rejoice that they were counted worthy to fuffer
fhame for his name? 1 hope that many others
will rejoice, that they have been enabled to ufe
their fubftance in feeding the hungry and clo-
thing the naked, and other ufeful purpofes. I
am perfuaded, that a pious and liberal mind taftes
a more exquifite delight in relieving a poor fa-
mily, than in the moft coftly and fumptuous en-
tertainment; and that he who values his repu-
tation only for his ufefulnefs, will give thanks
to God for the efteem in which he may be held;
and when reproached for doing his duty, will
have a pleafure in fubmitting to it without com-
‘plaint, greater than the proud and felfith can

poflibly




Ser. 10, by the crofs of Chrift. 233

poflibly receive from the daily incenfe of flattery
and praife.

4. In the laf? place, As this fubjelt has the
mofl intimate conneftion with the power of re-
ligion, I fhall conclude with offering to ferious
perfons a few particular d¥ections for their dai-
1y prattice, (1) Remember that your great care
ought to be the one thing needful. Salvation is
your great work, heaven is your home, the world
is but your paffage to it. If you can keep this
conftantly- upon your minds, you will imme-
diately perceive the danger of the world, as a
temptation to fin. You will not be able to for-
get, becaufe you will daily feel, what influence
it hath in helping or hindering you in your jour-
ney heavenward, A traveller who hath his
thoughts flill fixed on the place of his deftina-
tion, and is anxious to get forward, will fenfi-
bly feel every incumbrance from the weather,
or the way, by which his progrefs is retarded.
It is by mifreprefentation that the world leads us
aftray ; true and juft apprehen(ions of our own
ftate, would keep our affe@ions in their juft mea-
fure with regard to it.

(2) Be particularly upon your guard againft
the unfandtified ufe of lawful comforts. A per-
fon who hath any principle of confcience,
would be filled with horror at the thoughts of
grofs fin, fuch as uncleannefs, injuftice, or fen-
fuality ; yet fuch may be in great danger of pla-
cing their affetions upon the world, and reft-
ing on it as their portion, Their houfes and
lands, their children, their name and reputation,

Vor. L. Y may



254 The world crucified Ser. t0.

may incroach upon them, and ufurp dominion
in their hearts. Be careful, therefore, habitual-
ly to improve thefe to the glory of God; learn
to give him thanks for them, as the bleffings of
his providence, and to ferve him by them, as
they are talents or @pportunities of ufefulnefs,
for which you muft render an account in the
day of judgement.

(3) Be_attentive to the courfe of providence,
and improve the charallers and condu@ of o-
thers to your owa profit. If you fee one man
grow proud and felf-fufficient as he grows rich,
if you fee him forgetful of God while he con-
tinues in profperity, tyrannical to others becaufe
they are in his power, then fear left you alfo be
tempted. 1f you fee wealth fuddenly poured in
vpon any perfons make them anxious, quarrel-
fome, and impatient, then moderate your de-
fires of profperity, and “ be content with fuch
¢ things as you have.,” Itis very common to
enumcrate and cenfure the faults of others, hat
we may nourith our own pride by the compari-
fon; but it is infinitely more beneficial, to im-
" prove the weaknefs of others for our own humi-
liation. What is the ordinary ftyle in conver-
fation? Were I fuch a perfon, had I his eftate
and pofleflions, I fhould not grudge to be more
liberal to the poor; I would do fomething for
the public; I would do every thing for my friends.
Truly you do not know what you would do.
Were you raifed to the fame fituation, perhaps
you would be ten times more proud and cove-
gous than the man you blame. Andas you

would
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would obferve the fins of others, fo obferve the
ways of God towards them. If an oppreffor is
at laft overtaken in his wickednefs, if he'is held
as a wild bull in a net, and, inftead of hamility,
it produceth nothing but the rage of impatience
and defpair; adore the righteous judgement of-
God, and be fenfible thar neither mercies nor
trials will change the heart, unlefs they are ac-
companied with the power of divine grace. If
it pleafeth God to bring down any fiom riches
to poverty, ot from honour to difgrace, remem-
ber that he vifits his people in mercy for their
correction, and his enemies in vengeance for
their punithment; fo that, whether you are the
one or the other, you have no charter of fecuri~

ty from the fame calamities.

(4) Think much of mortality, and the inbu- -
merable fufferings which are'every where to be
feen among our fellow-creatures. The wife man
tells us, Ecclef vii. 2. 3. “ It is better to go to
¢ the houfe of mourning, than to go to the houfe
“ of feafting: for that is the end of all men, and

“ the living will lay it to his heart.

Sorrow is

“ better than laughter : for by the fadnefs of the
¢ countenance the heart is made better.” There
are fome who, from mere tendernefs of heart,
and a ftrong attachment to fenfual delight, are
not able to look upon fcenes of mifery and di-
firefs. They fly from them, therefore, and' de-
ceive themfelves into a dream of fecurity by in-
toxicating pleafures. But, my brethren, it is
infinitely better to fortify yourfelves againft the
fear of death, by faith in him who is the refur-.

Y 2

re&ion
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rection and the life; and then the frequent ob-
fervation of others in affi&ion, will have the
nobleft and moft falutary influence in mortifying
worldly affections. You may alfo fometimes fee
the triumph of faith in the joyful departure of
belicvers, which is one of the moft edifying
and comfortable fights that any Chriftian can be=
ho'd.
(5) In the laf? place, I would recall to your
_minds, and earncfily recommend to your medi- -
tation, what made a principal branch of the doc-
trinal part of this fubje&, « the crofs of Chrit.””
By this the believer will indeed crucify the
world, Reafon and experience may wound the
world, fo to fpeak; but tbe crofs of Chrift
pierces it to the heart. Shall we murmur at the
crofs, when our Redeemer bore it? Arenot
the thoughts of what he fuffered, and what we
deferved, fufficient to eradicate from our minds
every the leaft inclination €O what is provoking
to him? Are not the thoughts of what he pur-
chafed, fufficient to deftroy in our. hearts the
Jeaft difpofition to place our happinefs here? The
thoughts of the crofs of Chrift are ftrengthening
as well as inftruftive. 'We are drawn as it were
by the power of fympathy, emboldened by his
example, and animated by bis conqueft. 1snot
the Chrittian, when he isin full contemplation
of this great obje&t, faying ¢« O moft merciful
¢ Saviour, fhall T any more idolize that world
¢ which crucified thee ¢ Mhall 1 be afraid of theit

ho infulted thee? fhalll refufe any

¢ fcortn W
¢
pait
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¢ part of bjs will, who, by the crofs, has glori-
¢ fied thee?

Let us conclude by attempting to fay, in faith,
what God grant every one of us may be able to
fay in the awful hour of the laft confli®t: « O
¢¢ death, where is thy fting! O grave, where is
¢ thy victory! The fling of death is fin, and
¢¢ the ftrength of fin is the law; but thanks be
¢ to God, which giveth us the v1&ory through
* our Lord Jefus Chrift.”

Y3 SER-
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S ERMON XL

Fervency and importunity in prayer.

GENESIS XxXii, 26,

Lnd ke faid, 1will not let thee go, except thowm
blefs me.

Y brethren, real eommunion with God
M is a blefling of fuch ineftimable value,
that it cannot be fought with too great earneft-
nefs, or maintained with too much care. If it
is no fable, that God vouchfafes to his people, on
fome occafions, a fenfe of his gracious prefence,
and, as it were, vifits them in love ; with what
fervour fhould they defire, with what diligence
thould they improve, fo great a mercy ! Ina
particular manner, when a gocd man hath in
view, either an important and difficult duty, ora
dangerous trial, it is his intereft to implore, with
the greateft importunity, the prefence and coun-
tenance of God, which only can cffeCually di-
redt him in the one, and fupport him in the other.
‘This, my brethren, ought to be our concern at
prefent, as we have in view a very folemn ap-
proach tc Gaod, wiz. laying hold of one of the
feals of his covenant : what trials may be be-
fore us, or near us, it is impoffible to know.

- The
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The words I have read relate to a remarkable
paflage of the patriarch Jacob’s life. He was
now returning from Padan-aram with a numerous.
family, and great fubftance, and had received
information that his brother Efau was coming
to meet him with four hundred men. We are

- told, ¥ 7. of the chapter, that he was ¢ greatly

¢ afraid and diftreffed,” being, in all probability,
quite uncertain whether his brother was coming

_with a friendly or a hoftile intention ; or rather,

having great reafon to fufpet the latter to be
the cafe. He rofe up, we are told, long before

- day, and fent his wives, his children, and cat-

tle, over the brook Jabbock : and as it follows,

* in the 24th verfe, ¢ Jacob was left alone : and:

¢ there wreftled a man with him, until the break-
“ ing of the day. And when he faw that he: pre-
‘¢ vailed not againft him, he touched the hollow
< of his thigh: and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh
¢ was out of joing, as he wreftled with him.
¢ And he faid, Let me go, for the day break-
“eth: and he faid, I will not let thee go, ex-
« cept thou blefs me.”

Some of the fathers, and alfo fome of the
jewnfh writers, {uppofgthat all this was done
in prophetic vifion, to reprefent to him the diffi~
culties that were yet before him, which, by faith
and patience, be was to overcome. But it is
more reafonable to think, that this was in truth
the appearance of an angel to,him; and indeed
moft probably of the angel of the covenant; be-
caufe, from.the paflage itfelf, it appears that he
had “ prevailed with God” The fame thing

we
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we are affured of by the prophet Hofea, chap.
xii. 3. 4. “ He took his brother by the heel in
« the womb, and by his ftrength he had power
¢ with God : yea, he had power over the angel,
¢ and prevailed: he wept and made fupplication
¢ unto him : hc found him in Beth-el, and there
¢ he fpake with us.” From this paffage alfo we
learn, that it was the fame who met with him
at Beth-el. Some think, with a good deal of
probability, that this attack was made upen him
by way of punithment for the weaknefs of his
faith ; that though he had received the promife,
he fhould yet be under fo great a terror at the
approach of his brother, In this indeed he was
an example of what happens to believers in eve-
ry age. Paft mercies are forgotten at the ap-
proach of future trials; therefore the fame God
who vifited at Beth ¢l, and promifed to be with
him, now meects him in difpleafure, and threatens
to deftroy him: but by “ weeping and fupplica. -
¢ tion” he not only obtained his prefervation,
but a further bleffing. It is alfo the opinion of
many, that the wreltling or ccnfli&t was literal
and real for fome time, and that Jacob perhaps
took it to be one of E@¥s attendants who had
come to furprife him in the night; but that at
laft he perceived his miftake, when the angel,
by a flight touch of his thigh, fhewed him, that,
if he had pleafed, he might eafily have deftroyed
him. Then, as he had contended with his fup-
pofed adverfary, he now continues the ftruggle,
by infifting upon a blefling ; which he obtains,

in fuch terms as carry in them a sommendation
: both
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both of his conftancy and importunity: y 28.
¢ And he faid, Thy name fhall be called no
“ more Jacob, but Ifrael: for as a prince haft
¢ thou power with God, and with men, and
 haft prevailed.” The laft part of chis verle is
fuppofed indeed to be wrong tranflated ; and that
it thould be, “ as a prince thou baft had power
¢ with God, and therefore much more fhalt thou
¢ prevail over men;” ‘which was a promife not
only of prefent [ecurity, but of future profperity
and conqueit.

But though this remarkable event had a par-
ticular and immediate relation to Jacob, there
is no doubt, that the Spirit of God, in putting
it on record, had a purpofe of further and more-
extenfive ufefulnefs. Itis plainly an examgle
of impostunity, and, as it were, haly violence in
prayer. So uniform and gencral has this fenfe
of the paffage been, that fervency and impor-

. tunity in prayer has been geaerally called wref?-

ling with God. This is a fubjet which well
deferves our moft ferious attention ; the rather
that I am forry to fay, the praltice has fallen
into much difnepute and I am afraid the ex-
preflion itfelf is in fume danger of being treat.
ed with derifion. In difcourfisg further on this
fubject, 1 fhall, ’

1. Explain and illuftrate a little the nature and
fubject of this holy wreftling and ~nortunity in
prayer.

2. The duty and reafonablenefs of it.

3- The great benefit arifing from it, And,

4. In the /af? place, I thall make fome im-

provemeni
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provement of the fubje&t, for your inftruction and
dire&ion.

1. FirsT, then, I am to explain and illuftrate -
a little the nature and fubjet of this holy wreft- .

ling and importunity in prayer. Wreftling ne-
ceflarily fuppofes fome refiftance or oppolition to

" be overcome. Prayer indeed, of itfelf, and in

the fimpleft cafes, may be faid to carry this idea
in it; becaufe he that prays ftands in neced of
fomething which he can only obtain by prevail-
ing with, or bending the will of another to be-
flow : Matth. vii. 7. “ Afk, and it fhall be given
“you: feek, and ye fhall find : knock, and it
¢ fhall be opened unto you.” But as there are

many gracious affurances of God’s readinefs to -

hear our prayers, the fubje& we are now upon
leads us particularly to the confideration of the
obftructions or difficulties that lie in the way, ei-
sher of our praying as we ought, or praying
with fuccefs. Thefe two things muft be join-
ed together, becaufe they are in their nature in-
feparably conneted ; James iv. 3. ¢ Ye afk, and
¢ receive not, becaufe ye afk amifs, that ye may
¢ confume it upon your lufle.” Jamesi. 5. 6. 7.
¢¢ If any of you lack wifdom, let him alk of God,
¢ that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth
“not; and it fhall be given him. But let him
¢ afk in faith, nothing wavering : for he that

-¢ wavereth is like a wave of the fea, driven with

¢ the wingd, and toffed. For let not that man
¢ think that he fhall receive. any thing of the
# Lord.”” Now, for the illuftration of this duty

: and
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and pradtice, in a way fuited to the condition and
daily experience of the children of God, I fhall
mention fome of the chief obftru&tions or diffi- .
culties we have to wreftle with in our accefs to

~ God, and which muft be overcome by the im-

portunity and holy violence of prayer. ,
1. The firft of thefe I (hall mention is a fenfe

- of guilt overwhelming the foul, This, which is
- the ftrongeft of all arguments for the neceffity

of prayer, is often found in experience to hin-
der the performance. When any perfon is ar-
refted of confcience, when his multiplied tranf-
gre(lions appear before him in all their variety,
and in all their aggravations, it is apt to fill him
with a jealoufy of God, a dread of entering
into his prefence, and in fome fort a defpair
of obtaining his mercy. This hath been often
feen in great profligates, overtaken by a vifita.
tion of Providence, and ftung by the reproaches
of confcience. When they have been urged to
apply for divine mercy, they have anfwered,
¢ I cannot pray;’ or, ¢ How can I pray who
¢ have been fo monftrous a finner ?’ Nay, it °
may be frequently pbferved, that men who live
in fecurity, without any juft convition of their
finful flate, will maintain fome fort of form of
religion, will even go tifrough their form with
fome pleafure, and place fome dependence upon
it. But when confcience begins to rife a litle
upon them, and they fee the enormities they are
guilty of, though it cannot make them forfake
their fins, it makes them fpeedily forfake all

) their
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their religion. It is taken notice of by Dr Dod-
ridge, in his life of Col. Gardiner, that when
‘he was indulging himfelf in all manner of wic-
kedne(s, he began, from a natural fenfe of duty,
to pay fome acknowledgements to God; but as
he was not refolved to forfake his fins, the da-
ting profanity of it ftruck him with horror. He
. therefore determined, fays the author, ¢ to make
4 no more attempts of this fort; and was per-
¢ haps one of the firlt that deliberately laid afide
s prayer from fome fenfe of God’s omnifcience,
¢ and fome natural principle of honour and con-
$ fcience In this laft refle®ion, the worthy
author is undoubtedly miftaken; for he was not
the firft, nor will he be the laft, who has been
driven from prayer by a fenfe of fin, and a hor-
rotr of his maker’s prefence.

-1 have defcribed this difficulty in its moft
hideous form, if I may fpeak fo, as it ftands in
¢he way of wicked men. But there is often too
much of it to be found even in good men them-
felves. A deep fenfe of {in often fills them with -
a flavifh fear, mars their confidence before'God,
and tempts them to keep at a diftance from him,
Pf. xI. 12. ¢ For innumerable evils have com-
¢ paffed me about, mine iniquities have taken
% hold upon me, fo that I am not able to look
% up : they are more than the hairs of mine
¢ head, therefore my heart faileth me.”” He
that wreltles in prayer, refufes to yield to this
difcouragement. He flill ventures, though at a
diftance, to look to his offended God. Though

he




Ser. 11, ~ in prayer. ' 265

he is filled with tribulation and fear, he-will not
give up his plea. He fays with the Pfalmift,
P Ixxvii. 7. 8. 9. “ Will the Lord caft off for
¢ ever ? and will he be favourable no more?
% Is his mercy clean gone for ever 2 doth bis
“ promife fail for evermore ? Hath God for-
¢ gotten to be gracious ? hath he in anger fhut

- % up his tender mercies ?  Selah.” He endea-

wours to take fuch views of the glory and extent
of divine mercy as will give him fome ground of
hope. He maketh fupplication with firong cry-
ing and tears. Againft hope he believeth in
hope ; or refolves, that if he perifh, he fhall pe~
rith at the footftool of mercy. And nothing is
fo propet to bring him to this refolution, nay,
nothing is fufficient for that purpofe, but the
freenefs of Jfalvation, as it is offered in the go-
fpel of Chrift, where all confidence is derived,
not from the goodnefs of the finner, but from
the power and grace of the Saviour.

2. Another difficulty to be overcome in
prayer is, a frowning Providence difcouraging
the mind. When this is added to the former,
as they commonly go together, it augments the
difficulty, and adds to the diftre(s. When great
calamities are brought upon the believer, when
one ftroke follows upon the back of another,
when fin challenges, and Providence punithes
him, he is then in danger of giving up his con-
dition as delperate, and without remedy. See
the refleCtions of Job in this ftrain, notwith-
ftanding he is commended to us as a pattern of

Voi. L VA © paiience,
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patience, Job xix. 8. 9.10. “ He hath fenced up
‘‘ my way that I cannot pafs, and he hath fet
“¢ darknefs in my paths. He hath fiript me of
“ my glory, and taken the crown from my head.
¢ He hath deftroyed me on every fide, and 1 am
“ gone : and mine hope hath he removed like a
“ tree.”
When the rod of corre€tion falls heavy, the
" Chriftian finds it very difficult to believe that it
comes from the love of a father, and is rather
apt to tremble under it as the feverity of a
judge. So did Jacob himfelf, after all his expe-
rience, in the clofe of life, Gen.xlli. 36, ¢ And
% Jacob their father faid unto them, Me have
“ ye bereaved of my children: Jofeph is not,
4t and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin
¢ away : all thefe things are again{t me.” Some-
times the courfe of Providence in general has
the fame «ffe€t. The profperity and - infolence
of finners, the opprefled flate of the children
of God, the difappointed endeavours of his fer-
vants, make them often call in queftion his pre-
fence, his faithfulnefs, or his power. This is
the {ubje&t of the whole 73d pfalm, and fummed
up in the 10th and 11th verfes: ¢ Therefore
¢ hic people return hither : and waters of a full
"¢ cup are wrung out to them. And they fay,
« How doth God know ? and is there knowledge
¢ in the Moft High?”
He that wreflles in prayer, therefore, confiders
the depth of Divine Providence with reverence.
'He dwells vpon the wifdom and power of God,
who alonc can bring light out of darknefs, and
order
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order out of confufion. He taketh hold of his
covenant, and the fure and everlafting mercy
that is contained in it, and humbly and earneft-
ly prays for univerfal and abfolute ' refignation to
the divine will. This, my brethren, is one of
the greateft and moft important objelts of prayer,
and what believers fhould wreftie for with the
greateft fervour and importunity. They fhould |
cry mightily to God, and expoftulate earneftly
with their own hearts, as the Pfalmift, Pf, xlii.
9.10.11. “Iwill fay unto God my rock, Why
¢ haft thou forgotten me ? why go I mowrning
¢ becaufe of the oppreffion of the enemy ! As
¢ with a fword in my bones, mine enemies re-
¢ proach me: while they fay daily unto me,
¢ Where is thy God ¢ Why art thou caft down,
¢ O my foul ? and why art thou difquicted with-
“ inme? hope thou in God, for I fhall yet praife
¢ him, who 1is the health of my countenance,
“ and my God.” Iam not here to go through
all the grounds of encouragement on which the
fuffering and pleading believer may place his de-
pendence, drawn from the perfeétions of an
unchangeable God, from the power of a Saviour
upon a throne, from the precife and exprefs
promifes in feripture of fupport or deliverance,
and .the daily experience of the faithful. It is
fufficient that 1 have pointed out to you the ftate
and pradlice of a diftreffed and afflited Chiriftian
wreftling with God.

3. Another difficulty often arifes from unbe-
lieving thoughts, and inward temptatnons die

ftrefing the fpitit, Prayer takes its rife from

Z 2 . and.
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and is carried on by faith. Prayer indeed is
lile elfe than the immediate and lively exercife
of faith: Heb.xi. 6. ¢ For he that cometh to
¢ God, mtft believe that he is, and that he is a
¢ rewarder of them that diligently feck him.”
On this account, dutiful and acceptable prayer
is called the prayer of faith. Who would apply,
or who ean apply, to God, for any mercy, but
from a pcrfuaﬁon, that he is prefent to hear,
ard that he is able and willing to beftow? Now,
vhen tLis faith begins to fail, cither from its
natural weaknefs, from our finful ncghgence,
from the fubtle infinvations, or the more vio-
lent affaults of the adverfary of our falvation,
it muft be a great hindrance to the exercife of
pxayer

- Many are the difficulties of this kind which
“the Chriftian, from time to time, hath to flruggle
with, Sometimes he is made to doubt of the
certainty, and fometimes of the meaning, of the
promifes. We fee fome diftreffed petfons fo
imbarraffed with fcruples, or fo mifled by con-
troverfy, as to lofe the relith and fpiritual com-
fort of the word of God, while they are con-
tending about it. Sometimes they are made to
doubt their own title to apply the promifes,
which appear like a rich and fumptuous table,
encompafled with a flaming fword, forbidding
their approach. Thus they are led away from
the confolation of lfracl, and made to feek in
vain for a foundation of comfort in themfelves.

" How often do we fee, that the very fenfe of

fin, and fear of danger, the very mifery and ne-
ceflity
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ceffity which particularly difcover the fitnefs and
excellence of the truths of the everlafting go--
fpel, are made ufe of to difcourage us from ems-
bracing them I

Sometimes the truths themf(elves are perverts
ed, or fetin oppofition ene to another,. ard mu--
toally deftroy each other’s influence.. Thus,
while the conftant and over-ruling providence of’
God fhould be the great foundation both of our-
faith and prayer, it is fometimes fet in oppofi- -
tion to both. The falfe reafoner will fay to-
himfelf, Why thould I pray for deliverance trom :
this diftrefs 2 why (hould 1 pray or hope for the -
pofiefion of fueh a- mercy 2 The. whole order
and courfe of events is fixed and unalterable..
If it-is appointed to happen, it fhall happen,
whether I fpeak or be filent; if it is otherwife -
determined, the prayers of the whole creation:
will not be able to obtainit. How unhappily
do men thus reafon themlelves out of their own-
peace ! not confidering the unfpeakable abfurdity.
of making our weak and imperfeft conceptions .
of the nature and government of God to ftand .
in oppofition to his own exprefs command. .
The influence of . fecond caufes, .moral as welt:
as natural, i$ a matter of undeniable experiencé.:
1f you acknowledge it in the one," thou'd yous
deny it in the other? Is not intemperance the -

~ caufe of difeafe ? is not flothfulnefs the way to -

poverty ? is not negleéted tillage the caufe of a:
barren field ? - and is not reftraining prayer allo -

the way to barrennels of fpirit ¢ Believe it,.

my brethren, fervent prayer is as fure and effec-
VAR tuak!
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tual a mean of obtaining thofe mercies which
may be lawfully prayed for, as plowing and
fowing is of obtaining the fruits of the ground.

Again, fometimes by the cunning of Satan,
the believer is driven to the brink of the preci-
pice, and made to doubt of the very being of
God, and the reality of all religion. It is eafy
to fee, that this muft wholly take away the ne-
ceffity and ufe of prayer. But even when it is
not fo powerful as to prevent the pradtice, yet
doth it, in a great mreafure, cool the fervour and
detlroy the comfort of prayer. He that wreftles
‘with God has often thefe difficulties, in a great~
er or lefler degree, to flruggle with. Some of
them it is his duty to oppofe by reafon, and
fome of them direly and immediately to refift
and banifh as temptations ; and I think an ex-~ -
ercifed Chriftian will ufvally make the matter
of his complaint the fubjet of his prayer.
This is indeed dcfeatmg the tempter with bis
own weapons : it is bringing fweetnefs out of
the firong, and meat out of the eater, when the
difficulties thrown in the way of our prayers
ferve to excite us to greater ardour, importunity,
and frequency in that neceflary and profitable ex-
ercife.

" 4. Anothcr dnﬁiculty with which the believer
hath to flruggle, is the coldnefs and flothful-
nefs of his own heart. This is as great a hin~
drance of prayer as any that hath been named;
and I believe it is of all others the moft com-
mon and prevalent. At the fame time it affords
a very mortifying view of our own charadter

and




Ser.11. ' in prayer. - 27p

and flate. Strange indeed ! that when we con-
fider the great and eternal God with whom we
have to do, we fhould find fo much difficulty in

. maintaining. a ferious and attentive frame of

fpiric ! that when we lie under fo great and un-
fpeakable obligations to his mercy, our fenfe of
gratitude fhould be fo weak and languid ! that
when we have bleffings to afk of fo ineftimable
value, we thould notwithftanding do it with fo
much indifference L And what is ftranger flill,
are there not many who have tafted, in fome
degree, the fweetnels and confolation of com-
munion with God, and yet are ready to return
to a ftate of coldnefs and negligenee!

1 am perfuaded I need not tell any ferions’
perfon in this aflembly the danger or frequency
of the Chriftian’s being feized with a flothful-
nefs, coldnefs, or fecurity of fpirit. It is pro-
bable many are at this moment inwardly athamed
on being thus barely put in mind of it. How
often is it the reproach and ftain of all our wors
fhip, in public, in fimily, and in fecret ! how
eafily do we degenerate into a form ! how hard-
ly is the fpirit and affe@ion kept alive! How
many are there over whom confcience has fo
much power, that they neither dare abfent
themfelves from public ordinances, nor difcon-
tinue the form -of fecret duty; and yet they
may continue long in a heartlefs, lifelefs, and
unprofitable attendance upon both! Times of
decp convi&tion, of heavy affliction, or harafling
temptation, are more diftrefling ; but they are
not {o enfnaring, as this leprofy that creeps vp-

on
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en us in a feafon of quict and ferenity. The o~
ther difficulties, if I may fpeak fo, force us to.
wreftle with them, becaufe they leave us no peace;
but this tempts us to fit flill under it, becaufe it
gives us no diflurbance.

He that wreftles with God ia prayer, then;.
muft maintain a confli€t with the flothfulnefs of:
his own fpirit, and endeavour to preferve that
vigour and fervency of affe&tion fo neceflary to
the right performance of the duty. You will
fay, perhaps, With what propriety-is this call-
ed wreftling with God? it is rather wreftling:
with himfelf. But when we confider, that every
gracious difpofition muft come down from above,.
from the Father of lights, and author of every.
good and perfect gift; and, in pasticular, that
the fpirit of prayer is oné of his moft precious
and excellent gifts ; the jufinels and propriety
g of this language will manifeftlly appear. The
o coldoefls of our hearts, and deadnéfs of our afe
fections in worthip, ought, on the one hand, to
be imputed to, ourfelves ‘as' the immediate and’
finful caufe, and, on the other, may be confi-
/ dered as a part of God’s moft holy providence,
who withdraws his Spirit in righteous judgement.
1 Thus the Pfalmift very beautifully fays, Pf lxv.
, 4. “ Blefled is the man whom thou chufeft,
; “and caufeft-to approach unto thee, that he
{ ¢ may dwell in thy courts.” And thus the fpirit
‘ of fupplication is a remarkable gofpel-promife :
Zech. xii. 19, * And I will pour upon the houfe
8 ¢ of David, and upon the inhubitants of Jerufa-
‘ ¢ lem, the fpirit of grace and of fupplications,
| "¢ and
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¢ and they fhall look upon me whom they have
¢ pierced, and they thall mourn for him, as one
“ mourneth for his only fon, and fhall be in
¢ bitternefs for him, as one that is in bitternefs.
¢ for his firft-born.” :

My brethren, there is the greateft reafon for

every Chriftian, not only to wreflle againft a .

flothful difpofition as a fin, but to fear its in-
fluence as a judgement; for if among fpiritual
judgements it holds a'chief place, when God gi-
veth ‘“the fpirit of flumber; eyes that they
¢ fhould not fee, and ears that they fhould nos.
¢ hear;” it ought to be treated in the fame man.
ner with all other obftru&tions, that is to fay,
encountered by vigorous refiftance. - Like all
other enemies, it acquires courage by fuccefs ;
Bike all other fins, it is ftrengthened by indule
gence. And yet, alas! how often is this very
circumftance made ufe of as an excufe for the
omifion of prayer? When the Chriftian finds
himfelf lifelefs and indifpofed to prayer, it makes
him either negle& it altogether, or flur over the
performance in a carelefs and trifling manner,
faying to himfelf, ¢ I am not now in a fit temper.
¢for it” Nay, fometimes he reafons himfelf even
religioufly out of his duty, faying, ¢ I fhall but
¢ dithonour God by fuch a heartlefs facrifice ;.
¢ and therefore I had better delay it tilkI be in
¢ a frame that is fitter for it> But if the time
and other circumftances call for the duty, our
own indifpofition of heart is, of all others, the
moft foolith and criminal excufe. How much

better would it be to wreftle as Jacob in the

texe,
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text, and infilt vpon the blefling ; which cannot
be more fenfibly illuftrated with refpe&t to this
particular branch, than by mentioning to you 2
refolution. which an eminent Chriltian entered
into for his own praftice: That he would not be
baffled by a treacherous fpirit; for he would
never give over the work of praife, till his affec- |
tions were flirred, and he was brovght toa
fenfe of gratitude for divine goodnefs ; and that
be would never give over enumerating and con-
fciling his fins, till his heart was melted in con-
trition and penitential forrow !

5. 1 may mention one other difficulty with
which we have to flruggle in prayer, viz. when
it pleafes God to poftpone, for a feafon, his
compliance with our requefts. Though bis ears
are always open to the cry of his people, he
fometimes carries in fuch a manuner, as if they
were faft clofed againft them. Though their
petitions be offered up in faith, and on a fubjeét
agreeable to the will of God, they may not al-
- ways be granted in the manner, in the meafure,.
. or in the feafon that they themfelves defire, or
even in their impesfeét judgement may think
moft proper. Many examples might be given
of this. A minifter praying for the fuccefs of
his labours, may be heard in mercy, though it
do not happen fo foon, and though he can-
not fee it fo clearly, as it is natural for
him to defire, He may have many feals of his
miniftry, although he meet with difappointment,
in fome of thofe on whom he looked with the
maft favourable eye. A parent may pray for

the
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the falvation of his children, and his defires may
bave gone up with acceptance before the throne,
although the accomplithment be yet far diftant,
and they feem, for the time, to increafe unto
more ungodlinefs. An afflited perfon may have

.aftually obtained the fanitified improvement of

his afli®ion, although he cahnot yet perceive the
ends of divine providence in it, the comfoftable
difcovery of which may be a feaft referved for
him at fome future feafon; or, in general, a
mercy may be granted with advantage and in-
creafe, though jt be fufpended for a time.

In this interval, however, the Chriftian’s eyes
may be ready to fail with looking long ; he may
be in danger of ceafing his application, or aba-
ting his fervour, through defpair of fuccefs..
Therefore we have many exhortations in fcrip=
ture to perfeverance and importunity in pray-
er. We are exhorted to pray without ceae
fing, and to continue ioftant in prayer.
Qur Saviour, Luke xviii. 1. fpoke a parable on
purpofe to teach men, that they ought always
to pray, and not to faint: Heb. x. 36. 37.
“ For ye have need of patience; that after ye -
¢ have done the will of God, ye might receive.
¢ the promife. For yet a little while, and he
¢ that fhall come will come, and will not tarry
Habakkuk ii. 3. “¢ For the vifion is yet for
¢ an appointed time, but at the end it (hall
“ fpeak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for
« i, becaufe it will furely come, it will not tar-
¢ ry.” To which paffage I fhall only add La-
mentations, chap. iii. 25, 26. “ The Lord is

% good
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% good vnto them that wait for him, to the foul
< that fecketh him. It is good that a mam
* hould both hape and quietly wait for the fal-
* vation of the Lord.”

1 (hall conclude this head by obferving, that
all thefe obftructions are at the direction and
difpofal of Providence, for the trial of the faith
and patience of believers; and therefore their
perfeverance under,” and conftancy in oppofition
to them, is, with great propriety, confidered as
an imitation of the patriarch Jacob in his wreft-
ling with God.

BeroRrE proceeding to the remaining part of
this fubjeét, fuffer me to make a pradtical im-
provement of what hath been already faid. And,

1. Let us hence learn the infinite grace and
.condefcenfion of God, who not only admits his
people to communion with him, but invites and
encourages them to the moft prefling importu-
nity, and even, to fpeak fo, to offer a holy vio-
fence to him. The reafons of this will be more
fully opened in the next difcourfe. In the mean
time, let us make it the fubjeét of wonder and
praife. Well may we fay with Job, chap. vii.
17. 18. “ What is man, that thou thould{t mag-
¢ pify him ? and that thou fhouldft fet thine
¢ heart upon him ? and that thou fhouldft vifit
¢ him every morning, and try him every mo-

“ ment?” Thisis the dignity of human nature -

indeed, mot from what he is in himfelf, but
what he may be by union with God through
Chrift; for through him we have all accefs by

: one
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one Spirit unto the Father. And if nearnefs to
God is fo great a privilege, who would not co-
wet it 2 who would not cultivate it ¢ Surely all
bat thofe who, to their final condemnauon, dif-
believe and defpife it.

2. Let us learn from what hath been faid, to
defend the exercifes of piety, and particularly
this honourable privilege of the faints, from the
fcorn and reproach of the enemies of vital reli-
gion. I am abundantly fenfible, that there are
fome, and fome amongft ourfelves, who treat
this fubje&t with contempt and difdain, and look
upon a believer’s wreftling with God in prayer,
his being fometimes in, and fometimes not in a
frame for his fervice, a» the raving and incohe
rent effufions of weaknefs and enthufiafm. This
is not only an evidence of their being themfelves
ftrangers to true religion, but is indeed directly
contrary to found judgement and reafon. I have
laid down to you the meaning and fubject of this
wreftling and importunity in prayer; and is
there any thing more clearly founded upon truth,
nature, and experience? Hear, ye unbehe\crs-
might 1 not transfer every particular, and illu-
ftrate it in the intercourfe of man with man? 1If
you had a favour to afk of another, and were
fenfible that you had done him a great, recent,
and unprovoked injury,. would not this fill you

_with jealoufy ? would it not keep you at a'di-

ftance ? would it not make you, as the com-
mon faying is, afraid to look bhim in the face?
If he had carried himfelf as your enemy, and
feemed, in many inftances, to fet himfelf in

Vor.I. Aa oppofition

P
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oppofition to you; wauld not -this give you e-
ven more than fufpicion.and .uncertainty as to
the iffue of your application? If by the fagge-
flion of his enemies, you were made to believe
him refentful and implacable; would not this
extinguith your hope, and break up all corre-
fpondence? If your own heart were paturally
too proud to intreat, or too carelels to give at-
tendance, would not the fuit be negleted? -Or
if you.had prefented your petition, and for a long
tealt of time no anfwer was returned ; would
you not give up all hopes of it as forgotten or
rejeCted ? 1Is not this an image of the flate of
the Chriftian in many inftances? And there-
fore, if prayer isa part of natural religion, if it
is-a matter of duty or neceffity at all, it muft
often have the above difficulties to overcome,
and, on that account, be juftly confidered .as a
fpecies of wreflling with God.  And why fhould
the Chriftian’s being in or out of frame for his
duty to God, be made the fubject of derifion?
Is there not fomething fimilar to it as to every
object of ftudy or application?  Are there not
fome feafons when you fay, your mind lies to
your book, your work; or even your play, and
then it goes on fweetly and pleafantly? Are
there not others, when it is again(t the grain,
and then every tiifle is a difficulty, and even the
air is a burden. -If you confider thefe things,
you muft be fenfible, that all to whometernity
is the higheft concern, and therefore religion
cheir clLief care, muft be attentive to the ftate

of
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‘of their hearts towards God. And if this is the

cafe, every thing, whether inward or outward,
that promotes or: hinders their acquaintance with
him, willappear to them-of the utmoft moment. .
The truth is, whoever take the liberty to defpife’

_and ridicule thie concern of ferious perfons about

communion with God, muft excufe me for fay-
ing, becaufe it is my deliberate judgement, ei~
ther that they are.enemies to- religion in their
hearts, . or-that they are wholly.i ignorant of the.
important fubjeét,

3. As we would defend the daty above ex»
plained from the fcoffs cf infidels, let us alfo-
guard it from abufe,- and diftinguith it from any
corruption that may pretend,.or may bé thought

to refemble it. Particularly, let us beware of

allowing in ourfelves, or approving in others, a--
ny grofs indecent familiarity, either of fpeech or

‘earriage..  You fee, my brethren, that wreftling

with God.arifes from-a-deep impreffion -of the in-
finite and unfpeakable importance of the blefs

fings in profpect,. and their abfolute neceffity to

the petitioner. This will make him - ftill infift,.
and urge his requeft; and, as it were, refufe to-
let go his hold. But it is alfo conftantly attend.
ed:with a fenfe of-the holinefs of God’s nature,.

" and the greatnefs of his pewer ; which, when

home. upon. the wounded confcience, is often’
the principal caufe of. the diftrefs. Is there not.
then the jufteft reafon .for earneftnefs and con:
cern? But is it not alfo plain, that this muft pre.-
ferve the believer from impropriety ; and that.
it. cannot lead to any foolith or indecent familis

Aa2 arity,,
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w1y, which is often miftaken for it, and often
itproached in its rcom?

W hat Lath been faid upon the fubject, 1 hope,
wiil point out to you the jult middle between e-
very viclous extreme.  Such real concern, fuch
feivour of flirit, will not indeed lead any to
fiudy in their prayers a nice, vain, or ornament-
ed ftyle. This is- the language of a mind at
ciafe. It is but of little value at any rate: but
O bow "mifplaced ! O how unfuitable in prayer
to God! This is beft carried on by plain and
ardent expreflions of the very temper of the
faul, when the fulnefs of the heart gives a ready
utterance to the torgue, But neither will the
views which the wreflling believer hath of the
glory and majefty of God, cf the firi€tnefs of
kis law, and the terror of bLis wrath, fuffer him
to give way to any triflieg, flovenly, or ridiculous
manner of addreffing himfclf to tke throne of
grace. It mull be obferved indeed, that there
wiil be a differeuce, according to the different
circumflances, flation, and capacity of the per-
fons concerned.  There may be many a ferious
Chriftian, who knows what it is to pour out his
heart before God, and fpread kis fins and for-
rows at his feet, who would not be fit for lead-
ingthe devotion of a public or promifcuous af-

fembly; yet he may be the perfon who, as a

prince, hath power with God, and prevails,
The prayers of fuch a wreftler, with all the ble-
mifhes that attend them, are probably far more
effetual, than thofe of fuch over-nice perfons, as

dcfpre the weaknefs of his underftanding, or
v make

e
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make themfelves merry with: the' homelinefs of
his ftyle : nay, I muft fay further, that we fome-
times meet with perfons whofe language in'
prayer is fo unfpeakably fuperior to their abili- -
ties or performances of other kinds, as to thow"
that they have an unQion from the Holy One;:
and that they are examples of the accomplifth--
ment of that promife, Pfal. xxv. 14, * The fe-
¢ cret of the Lord is with them that fear him :.
¢ and he will fhew them his covenant.”

4. I moft conclude the fubjet at this time-
with earneftly exhorting you .all to the diligent.
exercife of this duty. And that it may be the-
more diftin&t and effcétoal, I hall briedy point.
out to you the following objeéts of prayer.

1. Be fervent in prayer for the improvement
of the fpiritual life in your own foulss. Prayer
is at once the fecurity and the comfort of a Chri--
ftian. Hate, fear, prevent as much as in you-
lieth every thing that may obftruét your rcgula-- ]
rity and earneftnefs in this duty.

2. Be earncft in your fupplication, and impor-
tunate in your pleading for the church of Chrift,
and the glory of his kingdom, efpecially in your
native country. The eharater of real Chri.
ftians, in this refpeé, is well defcribed by the-
prophet : If, Ixii. 6. 7. “ I bave fet watchmen.
¢ upon thy walls,. O Jerufalem, which fhall pe-~
¢ ver hold their peace day nor night: ye thac:
¢ make mention of the Lord, keep not filence;
% and give him no reft, till he eftablith, and till
“ he make Jerufalem a praife in the earth.””
The languithing ftate of religion in this nation, .

Aaj and:
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and the threatening afpeét of Providence, fhould

prefs us to this duty: and furely, in proportion

as our belief of the truths of the gofpel is real
and prevalent, we muft behold tranfgreflions
with grief, and be ready to intercede for a ¢time

“ of refiefhing from the prefence of the Lord.”

3. Be earneft for a feafon of the power of
God at this approaching communion. We ferve
an all-fufficient and unchangeable God, the fame
yefterday, to day, and for ever, who is able to
pour down his Spirit in alargeand plentiful mea-
fure, and make it a happy time for the .cfpoufal
of many finners to Chrift, and for edifying his
faints, that they may go on their way rejoicing,
. and eat their bread with gladnefs and finglene(s

of heart. Let us plead his own promife, If. xliv.

3- 4. “For I will pour water vpon him that is

¢ thirfly, and floods upon the dry ground: I
~ “will pour my fpirit upon thy feed, and my
“ bleffing upon thine offspring: and they fhall
“ fpring up as among the grafs, as willows by
< the water-courfes.”

_ 4. Pray for the minifters of the gofpel. The
apoftles often afk this affiltance of the faithful:
Ccl,iv. 3. “ Withal, praying alfo for us, that
~ ¢ God would open unto us a door of utterance,

¢ 10 fpeak the myftery of Chrift, for which I am
"+ alfo in bond-” 1If you believe the efficacy of
prayer, you muft be fenfible that your diligence.
in this refpe&t will prepare minifters. for you, and
you for them. This is to point the eye of faith
bevond the fervants to the mafter of the feaft ;

and
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and you: will probably both look for and:receive
your anfwer from himfelf.

5. In the /a/? place, I would earneftly recoms
mend to you the exercife of joint and focial
conference and prayer. There is great dan-
ger of extinguifhing the heavenly flame, if while
you are neceflarily furrounded with a flood. of
ungodly men, you do not often affociate with
the excellent ones of the earth, and place your

_ delight there : Malachiiii. 16, “ Then they that

¢ feared the Lord,. {fpake often one to. another,
¢ and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a
¢ book of remembrance was written before him

- 4 for them that feared the Lord, and that thought

“ upon his name.” There isa great advantage
in fociety for every purpofe. If we know the be-
pefit of united bodies for bufinefs and trade, if
we find the pleafure of joining together for mue
tual entertainment and focial converfe, muft not as
great a benefit refult from a more facred union 2
Serious perfons, by affociating together, direft
each other by their counfels, embolden each o-
ther by their examples, and aflit each other by
their prayers. There is alfo a particular pro-
mife of efficacy to focial prayer: Matth. xviii.
19. 20. ‘I fay unto you, that if two of you
“ fhall agree on earth, as touching any thing
¢ that they (hall afk, it fhall be done for them
« of my Father which is in heaven. For where
* two or three are gathered together in my
¢ name, there am I in the midft of them.”
Now, may the Lord himfIf vifit you with his
: gracious
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gracious prefence, and make you to fay with Jacob
at Bethel, Gen, xxviii, 16. 17. ¢ And he faid,
¢ Surely the Lord is in this place ; and I knew
¢ it not. And he was afraid, and faid, How
¢ dreadful is this place! this is none other but
¢ the houfe of God, and this is the gate of hea-
“ ven*
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S ERM ON XII.

Fervency and importunity in prayer,

GENESIS XxXii, 26,

And be faid, I will not let Mee 80y except thow
blefi me.

Second fermon on the text.

1L E proceed now to the fecond thing
propofed in the difiribution of the

fubje& which was, To thow you the duty and
reafonablenefs of wreftling and importunity in
prayer. Here I am fenfible, that a corrupt and
impatient mind may be able to thufter up objee~
tions againft it. There is fomething wonderful
and unfearchable in all the works of God, and
in none more, as it is reafonable to fuppofe, than
in the methods of his grace. In particular, it
may appear furprifing, that he fhould exercife
his people with fuch confliéts and trials, that it
fhould be neceflary to overcome him, as it were,
by importunity, before we can obtain thofe
_ bleflings which bimfelf hath commanded us to
afk, and which he hath promifed to beftow.
Why, will it be faid, does a God of mercy, and
of infinite fullnefs, to whom all our wants and
weaknefles
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weaknefles are perfeftly known, wait for our
prayers, before he will part with what is fo-
much needed by us? Why doth he, whe know--
eth our frame, and remembers that we are duft,
unneceflarily throw obftru@ions in our way, and
wrap himfelf up in darknefs, to difcourage our
approach ?

But how does-this furprife inereafe, when we
confider how unequal we are for the confli&,
i no firength but our own is oppofed to the
Almighty ! nay, that our ftrength for refiftance
muft come only from himfelf : fo that he:
wounds, and he heals; he opprefles;, and he fuf-
tains ; he difcourages, and he invites. It is by
prayer that we muft obtain every blefling from
the Father of lights; and one of the greateil
and moft neceffary of thefe bleffings is the fpirit
of prayer itfelf. My brethren, when cither un=
belief or profanity moves any fuch difficulties as
thefe, I think it my duty to call upon you, in
the firft place, to bow yourfelves before the fo-
vereignty of God. There is an unfearchable
impenetrable depth in the divine wifdom, whe--
ther we look upon the works of. nature, or of
grace. As creator of the world, he could, no
doubt, in a moment, with one word of his
power, have raifed the whole fabrick in perfecs
tion; yet it pleafed him, in a gradual manner,.
to finith every part by the addition of*another,,
for the fpace of fix days. When he gave the
firft promife to Adam, or when he renewed it
to the father of the faithful, ke could, no doubt,

have
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have fent the Saviour into the word, to finith
tranfgreffion, and make an end of fin; yet he
faw it proper to give only diftant intimations of
this blefled period, and to defer the long-expe&t-
ed appearance till the fulnefs of time, while.the
nations were fuffered to fit for many ages in
darknefs, and in the region and fhadow of
death. In.the fame manner, he often takes 3
great variety of fteps with his people before
they are made partakers of his promifes, '

But notwithftanding that fomething muft fiif}
remain myftesious, .and beyond the comprehen-
fion of a finite creature, in the management of
God, who ¢ giveth not account of any of his
“ matters,” we may fee much propriety and
beauty in this part of his procedure, And is
it not our duty to attend toit? We may fee
the reafonablenefs, nay we may perceive the
wifdem, of his requiring a holy fervency, wreft.
ling, and importunity in prayer : for it ferves to
-engrave upon our hearts, and even.to work in.
to our affections, fome of the moft important
truths of religion, and fuch as will have the
moft powerful and extenfive influence upon our
temper and praice. This will plainly appear
from the three following .confiderations.

1. Fervency of fpirit, and importunity, in
prayer, is fuitable and neceflary, becaufe of the
greatnefs and glory of that-God with whom we
hold communion, aswell as it ferves to ftrengthen
and improve the fenfe of this upon our minds.

" The infinite majefly of God, and the unmeafu.

sable
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rable diftance at which he is removed from
all created weaknefs, is oftem fpoken of
in fcripture with admiration of bhis con-
defcenfion : Pfal. viii 3. 4. “ When I confi
¢ der thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the
¢ moon and the ftars which thoa haft ordain-
« ¢d; what is man, that thou art mindful of |
“ him ? and the fon of man, that thou vifiteft
« him ?” Under a decp impreflion of the fame
great truth, Solomon fays, 2 Chron. vi. ‘18,
« But will God in very deed dwell with men on
# the earth? behold, heaven, and the heaven
« of heavens cannot contain thee ; how much lefs
« this houfe which I have built 1”  Is not, then,
fome fervour of affeCtion due to the greatnefs
and glory of that God whom we worthip?
Our affc&tions fhould always, in their firength
and exertion, be in proportion to their objed,
its dignity and worth. Indifference and carelefs-
nefs in an iuferior towards a fuperior is always
counted a mark of difdain, We naturally fup-
pofe, that thofe in great and high (tations ought
to be approached with Treverence, and folicited
in the humbleft manner, by their inferiors, who
hope to fhare in their bounty ; and the more ex-
alted the perfon, the more fubmiffive the po-
fture, and the more carneft the fupplication.
Much more ought this to take place between
God and us. On this account it is, probably
at leaft on this amongft others, that indifference
and coldnefs in religion is reprefented as pect
liarly the obje@ of divine deteftation : Rev. .
15. 16, ¢ ] know thy works, that thou art nei-
< ther
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L« ther cold nor hot : I would thou wert cold or

“hot. So then becaufe thou art lukewarm,
“ and neither cold nor hot, I will fpue thee out
“ of my mouth,” -

2. Our own great unworthinels, who are the '
objets of divine love, and admitted to this fa«
cred intercourfe, thould powerfully excite us to
fervency in pleading. This is precifely a coun-
terpart to the former confideration, and greatly
ftrengthens the conclufion. Even the higheft of
the fpirits above, moft eminent in knowledge and
fan&tity, who ftand neareft to the throne of God,
we are told, cover their faces with their wings,
as loft jn refpect and wonder, when they look to
him who dwells in inaccefible light. How
much more “ man, who is a worm, and the fon
“ of man, who isa worm, whofe foundation is
“in the duft, who dwells in houfes of clay,
¢ and is cruthed before the moth 1” Accordingly,
infome of the examples we have of the moft impor=
tunate pleading and wreftling in prayer, this is the
very difficulty which feems toftand in the way, and
requires the greateft efforts of holy boldnefs to
overcome ; as in the account we have of Abra-
bam’s interceffion for devoted Sodom, Gen. xviii,
27. “ And Abraham anfwered and faid, Behold-
“ now, I have taken upon me to fpeak unto the
¢ Lord, which am but duft and athes.” And
again, in the 32d verfe, “ And he faid, Oh let
“ not the Lord be angry, and I will fpeak yet
“ but this once ; Peradventure ten fhall be found
“ there. And he faid, I will not defiroy it for
¢ tens fake.”

VoL. I. Bb Bue,
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But, my brethren, I befeech you remember, it
is not our frail nature, and limited powers only,
that pomt out our unworthine{s ; but our guilt
and impurity, fo oppofite and fo odious to the
divine natere. T hls, I have thown you in the
preceding difcourfe, is one of the greateft hin-
drances of our accefs to God in prayer. And
may we not fay, How fuitable, how neceffary is
© it, that, in order to keep us flill deeply humble,
God thould fometimes cover himfelf with a cloud,
and exercife the finner with firong crying and
tears, before he will vouchfafe the intimations
of his love? ‘This reafon will be felt, and that
the moft fenfibly, by the beft and moft dutiful
of his chxldrcn, as their fan&ification continues
imperfe& fo long as they are here below. How
fhould a fenfe of guilt and mifery at oace in-
creafe our felf-abafement, and add to the earneft-
nefs of our defires! There cannot be a juft-
er defcription, both of our ftate and duty, where
mifery and weaknefs confpire in fhowing the ne-
ceflity and difficulty of wreflling with God, than
the apoftle hath given us, Rom. viii. 26. ¢ Like.
4 wife the Spirit alfo helpeth our infirmities :
¢ for we know not what we fhould pray for as
¢ we ought : but the Spirit itfelf maketh inter-
¢ ceflion for us with groanings which cannot be
 uttered.”

3. The duty and reafonablenefs of wreftling
and importunity in prayer, appears trom the in-
eftimable value of the mercies to be obtained.
Should there not be a propomona-ble ftrength of
defire to the worth of the bleflings in profpeét?

Now,
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Now, who can compute the value of the divine
favour, and all its happy effe(ts ? and therefore

- who can compute the guilt of indifference, and

the neceflity of fervour in afking it? ‘The
bleflings of falvation in general are in their na.
ture and fource unfpeakable, and in (heir dura-
tion without end.— On the one hand, deliver-
ance from everlafting mifery, from the wrath of
an almighty and incenfed God. True it is,
that thofe who are but yet in the way muft be
very unable to form juft conceptions of this.
But we may in general conclade, from the glory
of creating power, which is in fo many inftan.
ces difplayed before our eyes, how fearful a
thing it muft be to be the monuments of the
vengeance of fuch a God. He who is mighty to
make and fave, is allo mighty to deftroy. This
is particularly felt by the finner, when, humbled
by conviftion, and in every inward confli¢t there
is a repetition of the fame diftrefs, as it arifes
from the fame caufe.

On the other hand, what muft be tbe value
of everlafting happinefs in the prefence and the
enjoyment of God ! How blefled, beyend ex-
pretlion, muft the believer be, when the fulinefs
of the divine benignity, of which we have now
accefs to tafte only fome {maller and more di-
ftant ftreams, fhall be the portion of the foul t
What fupplications fhould we not make, when
we are affured, that importunity may obtain fo
rich a treafure ! And let me add, how valuable
prefent fellowfhip and communion with God,
which is the earneft and foretafte of complete

Bb 2 - deliverance
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deliverance from the one, and the eternal un-
changeable pofleflion of the other ! Say now,
my brethren, is it not juft and reafonable, that
thefe bleffings fhould be defired with ardour, and
fought with importunity ? What fervent lan-
guage have we from the fcripture-faints upon
this fubjet! PL xlii. 1. 2. ¢ As the hart panteth
¢ after the water-brooks, fo panteth my foul af-
¢ ter thee, O God. My foul thirfteth for God,
¢ for the Jiving God : when fhall I come and
¢ appear before God?” Pf. Ixiii. 1.2, « O
“ God, thou art my God, early will I feek thee :
¢ my foul thirfteth for thee, my fleth longeth for
¢ thee in a dry and thirfty land, where no wa-
“ter is: to fec thy power and thy glory, fo as
¢ 1 have feen thee in the fanQuary.” Is it any
wonder that there fhounld be often trials and
conflits in the way to fo honourable a relation,
and fo happy a ftate 2 What is cheaply obtain-
ed, is commonly efteemed of little worth. Is
it to be expefted, then, that God fhould profti-
sute the bleflings of his love to cold and dif-
dainful petitions, to lukewarm and indifferent
petitioners ?  And are there not, alas! too ma-
ny who “ afk and have not, becaufe they afk a-
“ mifs,” who, by their feeble and heartlefs de-
mands, do juftify, and, if 1 may ufe fuch an ex.
preflion, even folicit a refufal 2 '

111. Wk proceed to the third thing propofed
in the method; which was, To point out the
great advantages which flow from wreftling with
God, Thefe, in confequence of what hath been

' - already
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already faid, may be confidered as all centering
in one point, viz. its power and efficacy in pro-
curing the bleflings. Nothing can be faid ftrong-
er on the benefit of wreftling with God, than
that we fhall affuredly prevail. The fuccefs of
Jacob’s wreftling is recorded in the paffage im-
mediately following the text, ¥ 27. 28. 29.
¢ And he faid unto him, What is thy name ?
¢¢ And he faid, Jacob. And he faid, Thy name
¢ fhall be called no more Jacob, but Ifrael : for
“ as a prince haft thou power with God and
¢ with men, and haft prevailed. And fJacob
¢¢ afked him, and (aid, Tell me, I pray thee, thy
« name. And he faid, Wherefore is it -that thoa~
¢« doft afk after my name ? and be blefled him
¢ there.” But that I may illuftrate this a litle
in a praltical manner, obferve, that the efficacy
of wreftling with God in prayer, appears from the
three following confiderations. '

1. It prepares and dilpofes the people of God
for receiving his mercies, and in fome cafes
is itfelf the attval poffeffion of them. Every
part of the divine condut towards his faints is
full of wifdom, and full of grace. One reafon
why he' who knows our wants, requires us to .
pray, is, that we may be prepared for a profit.
able fupply. We may alfo reft affured, that he
will not delay his interpofition one moment be-
yond the fitteft feafon. Now, that ardent pray-
er, wreflling, and importunity with God, is the
beft preparation for receiving his mercies, is
plain, both in refpe&t of worth and capacity.
It may feem indeed improper to fpeak of any

Bbg fiaaels |
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fitnefs as to worth for receiving the divine mer-
cies, which are all free and unmerited om our
part, however dearly purchafed on the part of
our furety, But, my brethren, with due cau-
tion, we may alfo take in this confideration, the
rather that it is in the exercife of prayer that
this fitnefs is obtained; which plainly fhews, that
it cometh from God, that it is his own gift, and
his own work. Is not that perfon the fitter for
deliverance from diftrefs of any kind, and for
the communications of divine favour, who is
wholly emptied of himfelf, truly and deeply
humbled, brought proftrate before the Divine
Majefty, convinced and fatisfied of the vanicy of
all created enjoyments, and breathing after God,
as his fole refuge and confolation, which he will -
not, and cannot forego ?

_May we not alfo fay, that he is much more fit,
than one, on the other hand, who flies from God
with impatient complaints, or fullen difdain ; or
who, without afkirg help from above, when one
carthly comfort fails him, cleaves the clofer to
another 2 The great, if not the only end of
divine correftion, is, to weaken the power of
fin, to make us feel the vanity of the creature,
and to break every attachment to the world that
is inordinate and exceflive, When this end is
cobtained, therefore, muft not the rod be with-
drawn ? and will not this promife be certainly
accomplithed ? that the Lord will “ appoint un.
¢ to them that miourn in Zion, to give unto
¢ them beauty for athes, the oil of joy for
“ mourning, the garment of praife for the fpirit

. “of
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¢ of heavinefs, that they might be called trees
¢¢ of righteoufne(s, the planting of the Lord,
¢¢ that he might be glorified ;” If. Ixi. 3. If we
look into ‘the feripture-qualifications for recei-
ving the communications of divine love, we fhall
find the chief of them to be, the carneftnefs of
our own defires: If Iv. 1. « Ho, every one
¢ that thirfteth, come ye to the waters, and he
¢ that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat,
¢ yea, come, buy wine and milk  without mo-
¢ pey, and without price?”

Further, wreftling and importunity in prayer
gives a capacity of relithing the mercies of God.
They are then, and not till then in the fame
degree, truly mercies, earneftly defired, infinite-
ly prized. It is a common and beaten remark,
That the worth of any mercy is never known -
till we are deprived of it. There is great ac-
cefs to oblerve this in the Chriftian life, not only
in its beginning, but in every ftep of 'its pro-
grefs. O bow refrething is the intimation of
pardon to a convinced finner, who hath long
trembled through fear of wrath, or to the be-
liever, who hath long groaned under a fpirit of
bondage! O how ravithing is a fenfe of divine:
love to that child of God who hath long com-
plained of the hiding of his Father’s face ! When,
after he hath been loft on a fea of temptations,
one wave or billow following clofe upon the
" back of another, he is at laft received into a
peaceful haven! the everlafting arms are firetche
ed round about him, the faithfulnefi of Ged ia

hia
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his fhield and buckler, and the firength of tke
‘Aimighty his impregnable fecurity? There is
no fuch ftayednefs or compefure of mind as af-
ter a variety of trials, The exercifed Chriftian
bas tried and thrown away every broken reed,
one after another ; he hath found the vanity of
every refuge of lies; and hath fettled his hope on
the immoveable foundation of the rock of ages,
which fhall never fail.

1 added, in entering on this particular, that
wreftling and importunity in prayer is in many
cafes itfelf the pofleffion of the very mercies we
defire. It is the exercife of almoft every gra-
cious difpofition. To increafe in fan&tification,
to have his graces firengthened, and his corrup-
tions fubdued, is the habitval and prevailing de-
fire of every real believer. But how can this
be more effeCually obtained than by fervent
prayer ! How, and where, can any gracious
difpofition be either more improved and firength.
ened, or more clearly difcerned, than when it
is in exercife. Faith, love, penitential forrow,
truft, and refignation, are the very difpofitions
efential te a wreftling belicver. Perhaps fome
will fay, True indeed; but they are only at-
temptifg to thew themlclves, often difcovering
their weaknefs, fometimes yielding to their op-
pofites. Alas! fays the Chriftian, my faith is
often over-matched with unbelief, and my love
eontradifted by impatient complaints : what is
my penitential forrow but weeping over a hard
heart 2 my truft and refignation is but a fhort.
Bved promife : in a little time my courage fails,

ad
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and I am ready to tremble at the falfing of a
leaf, But, my dear brethren, is not the impor-
tunate wreftler maintaining the confli®, inftead
of yielding to the ftream? and how infinitely
preferable are his hours of deepeft anguith to
that flothful and unequal conduét to be obfer-
ved in many fecure and formal Chriftians! It is
alfo certain, that many times deliverance comes
unlooked for. As the Pfalmift fays, that whilft
he was mufing the fire burned; fo it frequently
happens, that a gracious God vifits diftreffed fouls,
even when they leaft expeét it, with the joy of
his falvatxon, and caufeth the bones which he hath
broken to rejoice.

-2. The efficacy of importunate prayer appcars
from the promifes of fuceefs which are annex-
ed to it in fcripture. I muft here begin by obe
ferving, that there are many commands in the
word of God to pray, to pray without ceafing,
to continue inftant in prayer. Now, every com.
mand to pray, contains in it a promife Jf a gra-
cious anfwer from the hearer of prayer. It ne-
ceflarily implies it. The truth of God is a
pledge and fecurity for it. He would not de-
ceive us with vain hopes, or put us upon a
fruitlefs attempt : for he is not a man, that he
fhould lie. But befides this general confidera-
tion, there are many exprefs promxfcs particu-
larly to the carneftnefs and” importunity of the
defire : Prov.ii. 3. 4. 5. ¢ Yea, if thou cricft
¢ after knowledge, and lifteft vp thy voice for
¢ underftanding : if thou feekeft her as filver,

- % and fearcheft for her, as for hid treafures:

¢« then
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¢ then fhalt thou underfland the fear of the

¢ Lord, and find the knowledge of ‘God.” See

alfo the parable of the importanate widow, and

the unjuft judge, Luke xviii. 1. which concludes

thus, ver, 7. “ And fhall not God avenge his

-. ¢ own ele&, which cry day and night unto him,
“ though he bear long with them ?”

Let me beg your attention to another paflage
recorded in the 17th chapter of Matthew, where
there was brought to our Saviour a poffefled per-
fon, whom his difciples could not cure : ver.
19. 20, 21. % Then came the difciples to Jefus
“ apart, and faid, Why could not we caft him
“out? And Jefus faid unto them, Becaulc of

% your unbelief: for verily I fay-uato you, 1f
¢ ye have faith as a grain of muftard-feed, yo
¢ (hall fay unto this mountain, Remove hence
¢ to yonder place, and it fhall remove; and
“ nothing fhall be impoffible unto you. Howe.
“ beit this kind goeth not out, but by prayer
“and fafting.” This paffage is fomewhat re-
markable, and entirely to our prefent purpofe.
It thews, that in the ceconomy of divine grace,
there are fome mercies that may be obtained by
lefs, and fome that require more earneft and fer-
vent prayer. ‘This fpecies of devils, it feems,
would not yield to the fame influence that o-
thers did.” See only further James v. 16. “ Con-
¢ fefs your faults one to another, and pray one
% for another, that ye may be healed: The ef-
¢ fetual fervent prayer of a rightcons man a-
¢ vaileth much,”

3. In the /af? placc, The fame thing appears

from
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 from the daily experience of the people of God,

and many memorable examples of the efficacy
of prayer. I might cite a great number of thefe
to you from the holy feriptures, which are not
only a facred repofitory of divine truth, but a
hiftory of divine providence. You may take the
few following inftances. Abraham’s interceffo-
ry prayer for Sodom, in which that ancient pa-
triarch, honoured with the glorious title of the
friend of God, was allowed to plead with him,
to repeat and urge his requeft, as well as to
ftrengthen it with arguments. It is true, it fa-
ved not the whole city from deftruction; yet was
it heard in every part of it, according to its
tenor. Nay, even though the ten righteous,
which was his loweft fuppofitian, were not -
found in it; yet the few righteous that were
there, were not involved in the general calamity,
but fuffered to efcape. Take alfo the example
of Elias, as cited by the apoftle James, chap. v.
17.18. ¢ Elias was a man fubje& to like paf-
‘ fions as we are, and he prayed earneftly that-
¢ it might not rain : and it rained not on the
¢ earth by the fpace of three years and fix
“ months. And he prayed again, and the hea-
¢ ven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her
& fruit.,” See the cafe of Daniel, recorded in
the 2d chapter of that book, particularly the
17th, 18th, 1gth verfes of that chapter, where
you will learn, that, by the united prayer of Da.
niel and his companions, the fecret of the king’s
dream was communicated to them in a revela-

- - tion
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tion from heaven. I only add the inftance re.
corded Matth. xv. 21. and downwards, where
the woman of Canaan fo importunately prefles
her requeft, and at laft receives this anfwer:
ver. 28.  Then . Jefus anfwered and faid unte
“ her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto
¢ thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter
# was made whole from that very hour.”

I might eafily mention many more recent
examples of the efficacy of prayer; but thofe
which have been already produced are abundant-
ly fufficient. The truth is, I am perfuaded that
every ferious Chriftian is able to recolle&t exam-
ples of it from his own experience; and fure-
ly they are of all others moft inexcufable, who
reftrain prayer before God, after they have
known the unfpeakable benefit which flows
from it.

IV. LET us now make fome pratical im-
provement of what hath been faid on this fub-
je&.  And,

1. Suffer me to improve what hath been faid,
for the convittion and reproof of thofe who are
habitually unmindful of this important duty.
Alas ! my brethren, what reafon have we to com-
plain of the negle® of wreftling, and want of
importunity in prayer! Is not the language itfeff
become unfathionable, and liable to fcorn? As
a perfon as eminent in flation as in piety once
faid, ¢ Men have now devifed a fmooth and ea-
¢ fy way to heaven, quite confiftent with the fpi-
¢5it of the world, in which temptations- and

¢ fpiritual
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* fpiritual conflits, and inward trials, ate un-
* known.” But be aflured, however changeable
we are in our fancy and inclination, the word
of God abideth for ever. There is very great
reafon to fear, nay there is good ground to afe
firm, that thofe who are firangers to wreflling
with Ged in prayer, are fleeping in fecurity, and
under the dominion of fin. You will fay per-.
haps, you live at eafe and undifturbed. It may
be fo, and it is fo much the worfe; for the
prince of this world will always confult the
peace and quietne(s of his own fubjeéts.

I would carneftly intreat every hearer of the
gofpel to fuffer this reproof to enter into his
mind, as it is shat can be certainly known only
to God and your own fouls. Though there is’
fufficient outward evidence of the general neglet
of this duty, how far any perfon is particularly
guilty, muft be left to the determination of his
own confcience, and the judgement of him who
feeth and fearcheth the heart. If there is any
among you who habitually defpifeth prayer, who
makes every little bufinefs, every little indifpo-
fition or lazinefs of mind, an excufe for neglect-
ing or poftponing it: if there are any who fatif-
fy themfelves with a dead curfory formality in
duty ; who call in queftion the- reality of coms
munion with God in others, becaufe they are
ftrangers to it themfelves; without all doubt they
have great caufe to fear, that they are in the gall
of bitternefs, and in the bond of iniquity. Tell
me, what is the reafon of your backwardnefs
to drawing near to God? Isit not, that you

Vor. L Cec ae
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are afraid of coming into his prefence? 1Is it.
not, that you cannot bear the opening of your
hearts? 1s it not from fome dark jealoufy and
fufpicion, that all is not right with you, though
you had rather cover than confefs it? My ear-
neft prayer to God is, that though you keep ata
diftance from him, he may not keep at a di-
ftance from you ; that be may, by his Spirit,
convince you of your danger, and, in great mer-
cy, deliver you from this miferable ftate.'

2. You may learn, from what has been faid,
one great caufe of the low ftate of religion, and
the barrennefs of ordinances among us at pre-
fent. It is the neglet of prayer, and that ma-
ny, though they may condefcend to afk, yet
do not think it worth their while to wreftle for
the blefing. The profane are not the only per-
fons juftly chargeable with a failure in this part
of their duty. Many real Chriftians are apt to
flacken their diligence in this important exercife,
and many often read their fin in their punith-
ment. But is it not very wonderful, my bre-
thren, that thofe who have once tafted that the
Lord is gracious, who have known the fweet-
nefs of communion with God, fhould ever loe
it by their own indifference and backwardnefs
to maintain it? Yet here we muft, of neceflity,
lay the blame. We muft flill fay, in juftifica.
tion of his procedure, If lix. 1. 2. ‘¢ Behold,
¢« the Lord’s hand is not thortened, that it cannot
“ fave : ncither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear.
¢ But your iniquities have feparated between
“ you and your God, and your fins have hid

‘ €« bis
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“ his face from you, that he will not hear.” It
feems to appear from the experience of Chri- -
flians, that God is jealous of their treatment of
his love, and deeply refents the alienation of
their affetions ; and therefore, to have fenfible

_joy in bim, and to walk in the comfort of the

Holy Ghoft, whichis fo great a privilege, can-
not be preferved, without the greateft watchful-
nefs on their part, and the greateft conftancy in
prayer.
3. Suffer me now, ina few words, to exhort every
perfon in this affembly, and in particular thofe
who have [0 lately renewed their engagement to
God, over the fymbols of the broken body and
fhed blood of Chrift, to give themfelves unto
prayer. Of what ufe is your being admitted to
‘this facred table, if it do not incline you to live
nearer to God in the habitual tenor of your life ?
This is the very privilege which we obtain by
the blood of Chrift, that we have accefs with
boldnefs and confidence through the faith of him.
This is the very advantage that we obtain by his
continual interceflion before the throne, Heb.
iv. 14. 16.  Sceing then that we have a great
¢ Ligh prieft, that is pafled into the heavens,
¢ Jefus the Son of God, let us hold faft our pro-
¢ feflion, Let us therefore come boldly unto
¢ the throne of grace, that we may obtain mer-
¢« cy, and find grace to help in time of need.”
Again, have you not devoted your lives to the
fervice of God ? have you not promifed to keep
bis commandments? How do you expet to
fulfil your promife? Are you not ready to fayy
Cc2 ¢ Not
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¢ Not unlels he be pleafed himfelf to preferve

¢ and keep me; not unlefs he put bis Spirit with-

¢in me, and write his laws in my heart?” And

do you not know, that he hath faid, ¢ Yet for

¢ all thefe things will I be inquired of by the

“ houfe of Ifracl to do it for them * I will afk

you one queZion more. Do you mot know that

you are yet in an evil world ? Do you not know

what variety of temptations and fufferings you

may yet be expofed to? How fhall you bear up

under wials; how fhall you ¢ glorify God in
¢ the day of vifitation,” if you live habitually at

a diftance from him? Chriftians, it is to hicr
you muft look when trouble cometh upor you.
All other refuge will foon fail; and vanity, va-
nity, be feen written upon the creature. But

with what confufion muft you then lift up your
eyes to him, if you forget him in profperity !

Therefore let me befcech you, in the meft car-
neft manner, to renew your diligence in the exer<
cife of prayer. In a particular manner, I mofb
recommend this exercife to young perfons. You,
my dear brethren, are expofed to many dangers,
your ftrength fmall, your experience little, your

knowledge imperfeét. Live a life of prayer, and
dependence upon God. Daniel and his compa-
nions were young pesfons, yet mighty in prayer;
therefore learn it early, praftife it diligently,
and wait upon it babitvally and conftantly. Hear
what the prophet fays in commendation of it,
I xl. 29. 30. 31. “ He giveth power to the
« faint ; and to them that have no might, he in-
. crcafeth ftrength,  Even the youths fhall faing
13 and

b

.
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¢ and be weary, and the young men fhall utter-
¢ ly fall. But they that wait upon the Lord fhall
% renew their ftrength: they (hall mount up
“ with wings as eagles, they fhall rua and not
“ be weary, and they fhall walk and not faint.”

4. I all conclude the fubjeét, by giving you
two or three diretions for the prefervation and
improvement of the fpiritual life; and particu-
larly for enabling you to perfevere with unifor-
mity and comfort in the exercife of prayer.

1. Be watchful and circumfpeét in the whole
of your converfation. Let it be your great aim,
to keep confciences void of offence towards God
and towards man, Prayer and watchfulnefs have
a reciprocal influence upon one another., Ne-
glect of prayer will make you yield to tempta-
tion, and the indulgence of fin will make you
afraid to pray. But habitual watchfulnefs will
carry you with comfort to God, at the hour of
prayer, both in thankfulnefs for paft mercies,

~ and reliance on him for future firength.

2. Obferve with attention the courfe of his
providence towards you. Enumerate his mercies
to you in profperity, adore %is rightcons wilt
in adverfity. Let this be the work, not only of
particular feafons, but of every day. This will
at once thew you the neceffity, and abundantly
fupply the matter of prayer. If you do other-
wife, you will go to prayer without any clear
and detgrminate views of what you are to pray
for, and then it is no wonder that it degenerate
into a lifelefs form. Once more,

3. Be much employed in intercefion for oe

Cc3 : thers,
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thers. This noble teftimony of Chriftian love,
has the moft powerful influence in warming the
heart, and enlivening the affe@ions in prayer. It
happens frequently, that thofe who have hardly
a word to fay for themfelves, and whofe defires
are quite heavy and languid as to what regards
their own intercft, no fooner come to fupplicate
for others, than they are enabled to pour out
their whole fouls before God with the greateft
fulnefs of expreflion, and enlargement of affec-
tion ; as if it were the purpofe of God, to invite
us to this exercife, by honouring it with a par-
ticular mark of his acceptance and approbation.
Oh that it would pleafe God to revive among
profefling Chiiftians a fpisit of prayer, thatwhen
they cannot unite in fentiment, they may unite
in prayer; that when impiety and immorality
are bold and infolent, they may oppofe them
by prayer; and that when they are flandered,
infulted, or abufed by their enemies, they may
find unlpeakable comfort in imitating their dying
Saviour, loving them that hate them, bleffing
them that cutfe them, and praying for them who
defpitefully ufe them and perfecute them. I
conclude with the words of the apoftle, Jude, ver.
24.25. “ Now unto him that is able to keep
“ you from faliing, and to prefent you faultlels
¢ before the prefence of his glory with exceed-
“ing joy, to the only wife God, our Saviour,
“be glory and majefty, dominion anpower,
¢ both now and ever« Amen.”

SER-
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S ERMON XIII.

Obedience and facrifice compared.

1 SAMUEL XV, 22.

Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offer-
ings and facrifices, as in obeying the voice of
the Lord? Behold, to obey is betser than fa-
crifice; and to hearken, than the fat of rams.

Hat obedience is due to God from all his
intelligent creatures, I fuppofe none here
prefent will deny. It is the original unchange-

" able law of creation, which every after-dilcove-

1y ferved not to undetermine, but to fupport and

~ confirm. 1t was the religion of man in his primitive

ftate of innocence ; and it fhall be the religion of
heaven, when we fhall fee our Maker as he is..
"The very excellence of truth itfelf lies in its in-
fluence on holinefs, and the very purpofeof every

- facred inftitution is to form our minds to a habit

of obedience, and fubjeftion to the will of God.
In the mean time, it is of the utmoft moment,
that we have clear and juft conceptions of the
nature aud principles of obedience, and that we
guard againft the errors that are often commit-
ted on this fubjet. Some, from a partial or ex-
ceflive attachment to one branch of duty, are
apt

K l“
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apt to difparage another ; and fome are apt to

make a merit of their zeal or diligence in one
duty, as if it would procure indulgence for them
in the wilful neglect of another. From the lao-

guage in the remarkable paffage of fcnptmc
which I. have chofen for my text, it is plain,
that facrifices, or the outward worfhip of God,
are fometimes made a cover for the negleét of
obedience. Nor are there wanting other paffa-
ges where complaints are brought againft the
fame miftake. On the other band, this paffage
where the text lies, and another expreflion akio
to it in the gofpel, “ I will have mercy, and not
¢ facrifice,” have been often grofsly mifapplied,

to bring contempt upon every pofitive inflitu-
tion, and even upon the whole exercifes of pie-
ty; and that by fuch perfons as do very little
honour cither to themfelves or their opinions, by
the perfeltion of their obedience. 1 have cho:
fen thefe words, with a view to the information

and conviftion of both thefe forts of perfons,

and for the inftruftion and edification of thofe

who defire to walk in the {traight path of duty,

without turning to the right hand or to the left

In difcourfing further upon them, I propofe,

1. To open a little, and make a few remarks
on the hiftory which gave occafion to the words
of the prophet.

2. To fhew in what refpeéts it is, that obe-
dience is oppofed and preferred to facrifice, of
Juttly called detter, as in the words of the text.

3. In the laft place, To make fome apphca

tion of the fubje&.
' L
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1. FirsT, then, I am to open a little, and
make a few remarks upon the hiftory which gave
oceafion to the words of the prophet. This
will be the more proper, that the fetting this
part of the facred ftory in a clear light, will botk
afford us fome excellent inftruétions, and alfo-
obviate the cavils of unreafonable men. The
people called .malekites were derived, and had
their name, from one 4Zmalek, the fon of Efan’s
eldeft fon Eliphaz, by a concubine, (Gen. xxxvi.
12.). The firft mention we have made of them
as a people, was their being engaged in a very
unjuft war with the children of Ifrael, (Ex. xvii.
8.). This provoked God to determine, or at
leaft upon this occafion he was pleafed to inti-
mate, their being devoted to utter deftrution ;
as Exod. xvii. 14. 15. 16, % And the Lord faid
¢¢ unto Mofes, Write this for a memorial in 2
¢ book, and rehearfe it in the ears of Jothua:
¢ for 1 will utterly put out the remembrance of

~ ¢¢ Amalek from under heaven, And Mofes buile

¢ an altar, and called the name of it Jehovah-
¢ pniffi. For he faid, Becaufe the Lord hath
¢« fworn, that the Lord will have war with Ama-
“lek from generation to generation.”

The injuftice and impiety of this aétion of the -
Amalekites, which provoked God, not only to
threaten, but to fwear their deftruétion, may be
learned from the account of this matter given
us in Deut. xxv. 17. 18. 19. “ Remember what
¢ Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye
“ were come forth out of Egypt: how he met
¢ thee by the way, and fmote the hindmoft of

«“ t.hc,cg
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¢ thee, even all that were feeble behind thee,
“ when thou watt faint and weaty; and he fear.
“ ed not God. Therefore it (hall be, when the
“ Lord thy God hath given thee reft from all
¢ thine enemies round about, in the land which
“ the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inherit-
¢ ance to poffefs it, that thou fhalt blot out the
¢ remembrance of Amalek from under heaven ;
¢ thou fhalt not forget it.” From this it ap-
pears, that the Amalekites attacked the Ifraclites
unprovoked, and without any caufe; for the
Ifraclites neither intended to poffefs themfelves
of their country, nor were they fo much as
pafling by their borders, which might bave gi-
ven them fome caufe of fufpicion. Without
any thing of this fort, they came out of their
own country, to attack the Ifraelites in the wil-
dernefs, either in confequence of the old grudge
between Efau and Jacob, or from a principle of
covetoufnefs, to feize upon the riches which they
heard the children of Ifracl had brought out of
Egypt. '

It is further obferved, that they cut off thofe
that were faint and weary, when the diftrefled
condition of that people feemed rather to call
for compaffion and help. This was unjuft and
cruel ; and difcovers them to have been a favage
and profligate people ; efpecially if one circum-
ftance more be taken notice of, that they did
all this in open defiance and contempt of God:
They had no doubt heard, that he interefted
himfelf in a particular manner in the preferva:
tion of the Ifraclites, and was, in a literal fenfe,

their
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their king and governor ; and therefore it is faid
particularly, ver. 18. of the laft-cited paffage,
that the Amalekites “ feared not God.” Is there
any thing abfurd or unfuitable to the majefty of
the King of kings, in his declaring he would have
war with fuch a people from generation to gene.
ration, and at laft deftroy them, as he certainly
foreknew that they would not grow better, but
worlfe and worfe ?

Let us not omit to obferve the long-fuffer-
ing and patience of God. It was not till fome
hundreds of years afterwards, that orders were
iflued out to put the fentence in execution a-
gainft that people, when they had filled up the
meafure of their iniquities, and weie ripe for
judgement. This appears evidendy from the
hints of their charalter given in the chapter
where the text lies. They are called, ver. 18,
“the finners the Amalekites,” by way of em-
phafis, to thew, that they were eminently wic-
ked above all other people. It is no lefs evie
dent, that their king that ruled over them was

“a bloody cruel man, from the words of Samuel

to him, ver. 33. “ As thy fword hath made
“ women childlefs, fo fhall thy mother be child-
“lefs among women.” Thefe circumftances
make it highly probable, that this prince and
his ‘people were commonly employed in the
trade of war, in plundering and murdering fuch
of their neighbours as they were able to fubdue.
Now, how groundlefs are all the tragical oute
cries of unbelievers againft this part of the hi-

ftory
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flory of the Bible! Is mot God the fupreme
difpofer of every event ? Is not the fate of

‘nations decided by his righteous will ? Is he

not known by the exercife of this his holy prero-
gative, ¢ Vengeance is mine ; I will repay 2” It
is inconteftable, from many undoubted faéts in
the hiftory of Providence, that * verily there is
¢ a God that judgeth in the earth.” Oh ! that
this were confidered in time by many who are
bold enough to impeach the conduét of their
Maker, to whom.one part of the charaéter of the
Amalekites feems very applicable, “ They fear
“ not God.”

It will perhaps be expefted, that I fhould
take particular notice of that part of the com-

~mand given to Saul to deftroy the ¢ infants and

¢ fucklings,” together with thofe who were
come to age. On this you may obferve, that

it was no more than the exercife of that abfo. .

lute right which God hath to the lives of all his
creatures. He gave them at his pleafure, and he
may recall them whenever he will. Thofe who
offer this objeftion againft the feripture-hiftory,
do not feem to confider, that it militates equal-
ly againft the daily and vifible courfe of Provi-
dence. How many infants do we fee daily car.
vied off by the difeafes incident to that ftate?
Do not the half of mankind die before they

" grow up to the years of reafon ? Does this hap-

pen without the foreknowledge and providence
of God ? or dare any charge him with being
unjuft in this part of his will ? If we dare not
prefume to go fo far, then, the commanding the

| children
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children to be cut off by the hand of man, isa -
mere clrcumftance, that cannot alter the nature

" of the decree. The fovereignty of God ap-

pears in the cleareft manner from the whole of
his written word, and from what happens every
day before our eyes. Inftead, therefore, of
raifing prefumptuous objections againft fuch in<
ftances as this referred to in the text, it would
be far more juft, as well as dutiful, to infer from
them, that we are “ conceived in fin, and
% brought forth in iniquity ;” that we lie under
an univerfal forfeicure of life, and therefore a
righteous God may execute it upon us at what«
ever time, and in whatever manner, it feems
good unto himfeclf. ‘
I might alfo obferve, that if we confider the
circumftances in which thefe Amalekite children
were, from the charaéter of their parents, we
mall fee, in the condu& of God towards them,
a mixture of merey with judgement. I have al-
ready obferved, from the facred hiftory, what
wicked perfons the Amalekites were. Now,
fuppofing their children left to be trained up by
their parents, the prefumption is, that they
would have been formed by their pernicious ex.
ample, to murder and rapine, and all forts of
wickednefs; and, in particular, to a hatred of
the people and God of Ifracl. This would havé -
rendered their condition infinitely more miferable
than we can poflibly fuppofe it by their being
cut off in infancy, before the commiffion of ac-
tual guilt. Have we not every day before our
eyes examples of perfons living and dying int
Voi.l, Dd {in,
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fin, to whom it would have been a great mercy
if their eyes, as foon as ever they faw the light,
bad been clofed up in everlafting darknefs? Up-
on the whole, we have reafon to be fully faticfied
on every fuch queltion as this, by refolving it
into the fovereignty of God ; but I have fhortly
mentioned this particular, to fhow how incapa-
ble we are of forming a proper judgement of
the procedure of Divine Providence ; and that
the order to deftroy “ both man and woman, in-
< fant and fuckling,” when given by the Lord of
nature, hath nothing in it either unjuft or un-
merciful. ‘ :

This awful command was given to Saul, the
king of Ifracl; which he, being fully fatisfied of
its coming from God, prepared himfelf to execute.
But he and the people, from a principle of co-
vetoufnefs, referved what was moft valuable of
the effeés of the Amalekites for their own ufe,
in diret contradiftion to the command of God,
who had ordered the cattle and fubftance cf that
people allo to be deftroyed. This was pro-
bably done to fhow, that their punithment was

* an a& of pure juftice, without any intention to

enrich his inheritance by it. When the prophet
Samuel challenged Saul for his difobedience, he
endeavours to cover his condu&i by a pretext .
of religion, ver. 15. “ And Saul faid, The
#¢ people fpared the beft of the fheep, and of the
# oxen, to facrifice unto the Lord thy God ;
¢ and the reft we have utterly deftroyed.” To
this my text is the anfwer, made by Samuecl, in
she name of the Lord : ¢ And Samuel faid,

% Hath
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“ Hath the Lord as great delightin burnt-offer
“ ings and facrifices, as in obeying the voice of
“ the Lord ? Behold, to obey, is better than fa-

* ¢ crifice; and to hearken, than the fat of rams.”

Before I -proceed to the fecond general head,
I will make a few obfervations on this piece of
hiftory, for your inftruétion.

1. How eafily are people mifled into difobe-
dience by their prefent intereft, or carnal incli-
nations ! how ready are thefe to mix themfelves
in all our ations, and to turn what was in.
tended as an inftance of obcdience, into an a& of
impiety and tranfgreflion § The children of 1fe.
racl would not deftroy the goodly fubftance of
the Amalekites, according to the exprefs com~
mand of God, that they might have it to them-
felves; though it is remarkable, that they do not
appear from the hiftory to have made any dif.
ficulty in executing what was by far the hardeft
part of the command, viz. the flaying of man and
woman, infant and fuckling, that fell into their
hands. Agag indeed, and him only, they ex-
cepted, perhaps to grace their triumph, or from
fome other felfith motive. Intereft fems to
have prevailed here; but there are other paffions
alfo which too often mix themflelves with our
religion. Malice and anger, for example, and
a defire of revenge, are often feen to latermin-
gle shemfclves with our zeal for the glory of God,
and convert one of the molt amiable virtues into
a deteftable-crime. :

2. You may obfeive how natural it is for peo-
ple, when challenged for any fault, to lay the

Dda2 blame
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blame of it vpon others, even when there is
little profpet of hiding their own guilt. ¢ But
“ the people,” fays Saul, ver.21. “ took of
“ the fpoil, fheep and oxen, the chief of the~
“ things which f(hould have been utterly deftroy-
% ed.” Whereas, though no doubt they were
alflo in the fault, he was much more guilty than
they.” He had received tke particular command
from God : he was king and leader of the peo-
ple, and ought to have reftrained them from a&-
ing contrary to the divine purpofe. This, how-
ever, he was fo far from fo much as astempting,
that he is {paken of as confenting to, and a chicf
aftor in the offence, ver. g. ¢ Byt Sanl and the
¢ people fpared Agag, and the beft of the fheep,
¢ and of the oxen.” This difpofition feems to
be as old as fin itlelf; for we fee it in the cafe
of Adam, after eating the forbidden fruit:
Gen. iiis 11, 12. ¢ Haft thou caten of the tree
¢ whereof 1 commanded thee that thou fhouldft
“pnot eat ¥ And the man faid, The woman
¢ whom thou gaveft to be with me, fhe gave
«¢ me of the tree, and I did eat.” We ought
to be humbled for it, as a part of the corrup.
tion of our nature, which is not only prone to
the commiffion of (in, but backward to repest-
ance or canfeflion. ’

3. We may fee it is no unnfval thing for men
to imagine they have been obedient to God even
in that very allion by which they bave in a re-
markable manner thown their difobedience. This
was plainly the cafe with Saul, whom we find

maintaining
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maintaining and iofifting npon his innocenco,
ver. 20. “ And Saul faid uanto Samuel, Yea, I
¢ have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and have
< gone the way which the Lord fent me, and
¢ have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and
“ have utterly deftroyed the Amalekites.”
Where-ever any duty, in its {ubftance, in its
circumflances, or even in its principle, varies
from the. rules laid down for it in the word of
God, it is eflentially defeQlive; and where the
fault is capital, it becometh a fin. This, I be-
lieve, will be always found to be the cafe where
meritis pleaded from human performances. True
obedience is always humble, and fenfible of the
imperfeCtions attending it.  Oftentatious obe-
dience, if it were for no other reafon, is an aboe
minatioa in the fight of God.

4. How often does it happen,. that the excu-
fes for fin are the aggravations of it | It feem~
ed to Saul, that he had fully juftified his conduct
by faying, that he fpared of the beft of the fpoil,.
to facrifice unto the Lord. If there was no
fuch thing in bis or the people’s miad, when
they departed from their commiflion, then it
was a feai ful aggravation of his fin, to add to
it the guilt of falfehood and hypocrify ; nor did
it feem.to want impiety, to pretend to offer fa-
crifices froma the accuiled fubftance of that devo-
ted race. 1f, on the other hand, they really
from the beginning intended to prefent a part of
the fpoil as a facrifice to God, it (hows the
great deceitfulnefs of fin, which fuggefted this.
unholy compofition, and made them think,, thar

Ddj . theip
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their difobedience might be atoned for by # gift
at the altar. Many like inftances might be gi-
ven, in which the excufes for {in are an addition
to the guilt. ‘There are not wanting fome who,
either in a doubtful or explicit manner, would
lay the blame of their fins npon their maker,
and impute to the influenee of his providence
what belongs to the freedom of their own wills,
At the fame time, it is very remarkable, thongh
melancholy to reflet upon, that thefe excufes
for fin which carry in them the moft daring pro-
fanity, are commonly moft flupifying to the
confcience.  Such is the ftate of all thefe who
fortify themfelves in an evil practice, by embra-
cing loofe principles, who, having firft given
way to unbridled inclination in the breach of
God’s laws, fteel themfelves againft conviction
and repentance, by a denial of his truth.

5. How great is the folly of men who hope
to atone for their difobedience by any compen:
fation, but particularly by religious rites ! Saul
and his people, whatever were their views at
firft, feem to have hoped that they might efcape
the punithment of difobedierice by offering fa-
crifices.  There feems to have been a tendency
to this among the Jews, in general, in after
times; ard it is the miftaken hope of hypo
crites In every age. ~ But how manifeft is the
error'! how grofs is the delufion ! Sacrifiecs
and all a8ls of worfhip, derive their very beauty
snd excellence from the difpofiticn of the wor-
fhipper.  Solomon tells us, Prov. xv, 8. « The

* facrifice of the wicked is an abomination 10
« the
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¢ the Lord; but the prayer of the upfight is his
 delight.” How abfurd and contradittory, how

_ difhonourable to God, is it, for the fame perfon

to be a zealous worfhipper and a wicked liver,
a man fervent in prayer and deceitful in deal-
ing, heavenly in his language and fenfual in his
heart ! One would think the dreadful inconfift-
ency of fuch a conduét would alarm the moft
drowfy confcience ; but God, in rightcous
judgement, gives up to a fpirit of {lumber, that
they may be the flandard of punithment for the
greateft finners, who fhall be appointed their
portion ¢ with hypocrites and unbelievers, in the
¢ lake that burns with fire and brimftone for ever-
“ more.”

11. I PROCEED to the fecond thing propofed ;
which was, To fhow in what refpelts it is that
obedience is oppofed and preferred 1o facrifice,
or juftly called betser, as in the words .of the
text. It is not uncommon to hear this paflage
produced in order to prove the value of moral
above pofitive precepts. Moral precepts, I fup-
pofe you know, are precepts of perpetual and
‘unchangeable obligation ; and pofitive, fuch as
either have not, or do not feem to have, any
intrinfic excellence in themfelves, but depend
upon the immediate and exprefs inflitution of
God, Now though, no doubt, if it is done with
proper care, and upon legitimate principles, a
diftin@ion may be ftated between thefe different -
kinds of duties: yet it is plain, that this cannot
be tke fpmt of the paflage before us. There

needs
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needs no more to fatisfy us of this, than tore- -
fle@l upon the hiftory illuftrated above, which
gave occafion to the words of the prophet. That
command of God, for difobedience to which
Saul was fo feverely reproved, -and afterwards fo
fignally punithed, was fo far from being in itfelf
a moral duty antecedent to the command, that
it was not merely a pofitive, but an occafional
and temporary duty : nay without the exprefs ap-
pointment and authority of God, it would have
been an atrocious crime, viz. « Utterly deftroy-
¢ ing the Amalekites, man and woman, icfant
“ and fuckling.” We have not therefore the leaft
encouragement from this example to make light
of any command that is fupported by the infti-
tution and authority of God.  Well then, mayit
be faid; were not facrifices inftituted by him?
and how does the prophet affirm in this paflage,
that “ obedience 1s better than facrifice ?” For
illuftrating this, and at the fame time guarding it
againt perverfion and abufe, I intreat your attens
tion to the following obfervations.

1. Obedience is preferred to facrifices as
they were uncommanded, free, and voluntary.
If we attend to the facrifices under the law, we
fhall find them of different kinds ; particularly,
we fhall find them diltinguithed in this refpett,
that fome of them were exprefsly and pofitively
ordained, and others were left to the good-will
| or fpontaneous inclination of the offerer. The
i firlt were binding upon the whole of that people
in the {trongeft manner, and could not be difpen-
fcd with; the other were| left tathemfelves, as the

occafion
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.occafion fhould point out the propriety, and the
piety or gratitude of their heaits thould difpofe
to the performance. 1t would be a great mif- |
take, to fuppofe, that the appointed fcrvice of
the fan&uary might be omitted or altered by a-
ny human prudence, or difpenfed with, even
under pretence of obedience to the moral law.
The obfervation of the fabbath, of circumcifion,
of the paflover, the daily burnt-offering, the an-
nual facrifice on the great day of expiation, the
trefpafs-offering, and many others, were fo in-
difpenfably neceflary, that no oppofition was teo
be prefumed or imagined between them and the
moral law. Nay, the whole cireumflances of
thefe rites were precifely fpecified, and thofe
who varied any thing in the manner of their oh-
{ervation were o be cut off from their peaple.
For this lee Exodus xii. 19.3 xxxi. 14. and ma-
ny other paffages. I muft further obferve, that
even with refpe to voluntary or free-will of
ferings, though they were left at liberty whether
they would offer fuch at all or not; yet if they
did offer, the manner in which it behoved to be
conducted, was appointed precifely, and they
were forbidden to depart from it, under the
fame awful fan&ion. Ycu may fee the rules laid
down for peace-oflerings in the 2d and 3d chap-
ters of Leviticus; and for the danger of any
error in attending on them, fee Lev, vii, 20.
21.3 Lev. xvii. 8, 9. Now, nothing can be
more plain, than that the facrifices which Saul
and his people had in view to offer, or at leaft
pretended to bave had fin view, were voluntary

“or
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or free-will offerings : they were no part of the
regular, flated, unalterable fervice of the fanc-
tuary ; but might be offcred or not as they them-
felves thought proper. When you remember
this, my bretkren, you will fee with how great
juftice and force the prophet oppofes facrifices
of this kind, to obeying the voice of the Lord :
¢ Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offer-
*® ings, as in obeying the voice of the Lord ?”
As if he had faid, Can you imagine that God
will be as well pleafed with gifts of your own
devifing, as with a ftri@ and punfuval execution
of the orders which himfelf bad given ; efpecial-
ly when the very facrifices you would offer to
him, are purchafed by the breach of his own ex-
prefs command? - - ’
The words of the text having been fpoken by
an Old-Teftament prophet, and in language di-
re&tly fuited to the circumftances of that difpen-
fation, 1 have kept the laws of the Mofaic ceco-
nomy clofely in view. The fpirit however of
the whole, and the truth refulting from it, be-
longs as clearly and fenfibly to us as to the fa-
thers, 'We are not to prefume to make light of
any inftitution of God, though, eitker in whole
or in part, of a pofitive nature.  But confideiing
facrifices as including all acts of worfhip, nay all
alts of religion or fervice to God, of whatever
kind, fo far as they are voluntary in their cir-
cumftances, let us not think to put themin the
room of obedience to his law. 1f any man,
from this paffage of fcripture, fhall take liber-
ty to defpife the fabbath, to forbear prayer in
: ' fecret
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fecret and in family, to negle¢t the facraments
or inftituted worfhip of God, he perverteth and
wrelteth the fcriptures, to his own deftruétion.
On the other hand, if any perfon, under pre.
tence of extraordinary prayer, fhall negle@ his
calling, if he (hall put voluntary fafts and bodi-
ly mortification in the room of repentance, if
he fhall make donations to the poor, or to facred
ufes,. inftead of paying his juft debts, to the pre-
Judice of others; it may, with -great propriety,
be faid to him in the words of Samuel, ¢ Hath

4¢the Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings,

« as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold,
¢ to obey, is better than facrifice ; and to hear- .
¢ ken, than the fat of rams.”

2. Obedience is oppofed to facrifices as they
are falfe and hypocritical. Even in thofe facri-
fices that were moft exprefsly appointed, and of
the moft indifpenfable obligation, there might be
an effential defet, from the inward difpofition
not correfponding to the outward altion. - Rea-
fon, as well as fcripture, teacheth us, that in all
aéts of worthip, the fincerity of the heart makes
the chief ingredient. It is the prerogative, and
the glory of God, that he fearcheth the hearts
and trieth the reins of the children of men.
Therefore, in every part of his fervice, he re-
quires integrity and uprightnefs of heart: “ He
¢ defireth truth in the inward parts.” That I
may treat this part of the fubjeét with the great-
er diftinétnefs, you may obferve, that our facri-
fices or worthip may be polluted by a twofold
bypocrify. ‘Thefe may be called, bypocrily to-

wards



324 Obedience and facrifice comphred. Ser. 13.

wards God, and hypocrify towards man; or,
in other words, inconfiftency or unfoundnefs in
the charatter, and difguife or infincerity in the
" a& of worthip. )

(1) Our facrifices may be polluted by incon-
filency or unfoundnefs in the charatter. This
is the cafe wheré men are careful in attending
upon the inftitutions of religion, but do not make
confcience of keeping the commandments of
God in theit ordimary converfation; when they
are pun&tual in the outward performance of the
duties of the firft table of the Jaw, but are under
no reftraint as to fins againft the fecond'; but, in
a particular manner, when they are under the
unhappy delufion of imagining, that the one will
make atonement for the other. I believe it will
be found, that this is the meaning of many paf-
fages of fcripture, where facrifices are {poken of .
with difregard. The word of God could never
be fo inconfiftent with itfelf, as to condemn
them {imply, while the law concerning them
flood-in force ; but when they were offered by
wicked men, when they were refted on as the
whole of religion, or made to compenfate for the
negle& of moral duties, then they are fpoken of
with abhorrence : Hofea vi. 6. ¢ For I defired
“ mercy, and not facrifice; and the Enowledge
. ¥ of God, more than burnt-offerings. But they
“ Jike men bave tranfgrefled the covenant : there
“ have' they dealt treacheroufly againft me.”
H. i. 10. Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers
“ of Sodom ; give ear unto the law of our God, ye
“ people of Gomorrah. To what purpofe is the
“ multitude of your facrifices unto me? faith the

“ Lord:
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“Lord: I am full of the burnt-offerings of
¢ rams, and the fat of fed beafts, and I delight
¢ not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or
% of he-goats: When ye come to appear before
“ me, who hath required this at your hand to
¢ tread my courts? Bring no more vain obla-
“ tions, incenfe is an abomination unto me,
¢ the new-moons and fabbaths, the calling of
¢ affemblies, I cannot away with, it is iniquity,

"4 even the folemn meeting. Your new-moons,

“and your appointed feafts, my foul hateth :
¢ they are a trouble unto me, I am weary to
“ bear theth.- And when ye fpread forth your
¢ hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea,
“'when ye make many prayers, I will not hear s
¢ your hands are full of blood. Wath ye, make
¢ you clean, put away the evil of your doings
¢ from before mine eyes, ceafe to do evil, leara
“ to do well, feek judgement, relicve the opprefl=
¢ ed, judge the fatherlefs, plead for the widow.”
Pfal.L.16. ¢ Unto the wicked God faith, What haft
¢ thou to do to declare my ftatutes, or that thou
¢ (houldlt take my covenant in thy mouth?”
Amos v. 21.—24. “ I hate, I defpife your feaft-
¢ days, and I will not fmell in your folemn af-
¢ femblies. Though ye offer me burnt offerings,
“and your meat-offerings, 1 will not accept
¢ them : neither will I regard the peace.offer-
*¢ ings of your fat beafts. Take thou away from
“ me the noife of thy fongs, for I will not hear
“the melody of thy viols. But let judgement
. Vou. I, Ee - “run
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¢ run down as waters, and righteoufnefs as a
“ mighty ftrcam.” .

Indeed, my brethren, what can be more a-
bominable, than the worfhip of fuch perfons as
live in the habitual indulgence of fin? what more
provoking to God? what more prefumptuous in
thefinner?  And who can fufficiently wonder at
the blindnefs of all of this character? That their
very accefs to God, which fhould increafe their
abhorrence of fin, fhould, notwithftanding, fet
them at eafe in the commifion of it? Will he
bear more in you, think you, thanin others ?
He will bear lefs. He will vifit you fooner in
his providence, and he will punith you heavier
to all eternity, Things are quite oppofite to
what you fuppofe. Inftead of your duties ren-
dering your -fins pardonable, your fins render
your duties infupportable.

(2) The other kind of hypocrify is, when men
put on religion as a cloak and covering on their
wickednefs, and, without any inward regard or
fenfe of duty to God, aim only at the praife of
men. ‘This is, if poffible, more daring and
prefumptuous than the other, or rather is a more
advanced ftage of the fame charalter. It was
for this that our Saviour fo feverely reprehended
. the Pharifees: Matth. wi. 1.2, “ Take heed
¢ that ye do not your alms before men, to be

¢ feen of them : otherwife ye have no reward of
¢ your Father which is in heaven. Therefore,
¢ when thou doft thine alms, do not found a
' ¢ trumpet
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¢ trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do, in’
¢ the fynagogues, and in the ftreets, that they
¢ may have glory of men. Veri'y 1 fay unto-
% you, they have their reward.” And ver. s..

¢¢ And when thou prayeft, thou fhalt not be as

¢ the hypocrites are : for they love to pray
¢ ftanding in the fynagogues, and in the corners-
¢« of the ftreets, that they may be fcen of men.
¢ Verily 1 fay unto you, they have their reward.”
But truly this is not all. Some are nort fatisfied.
with doing things in themfelves praife-worthy.

from oftentation,. or the hope. of applaufe from .

men, but they endeavour, by their thining and
burning zeal in fuch things, to blind the eyes of:
others,. and- binder them from difcovering and
punithing their fecret wickednefs : Matth. xxiii..
14 “ Wo unto you,. fcribes and Pharifces, hy-
¢« pocrites ; for ye devour widows houfes, and-
% for a pretence make long prayers ; therefore.
¢ ye fhall receive the greater damnation,” Whemns
ever this is the cafe, it is no wonder that obe-
dience thould be preferred before facrifice, and
indeed fet in oppofition toit. You fee, howe.
ver, that this is no more than what our Saviour
fays of almfgiving, which is fo eminent a moral
duty, but which can never find acceptance with-
God, when dore merely from a principle of o«
flentation. It is impoflible, upon the whole, to-
fet this matter in a julter light than our Saviour.
has done, in fpeaking of the fame Pharifees,.
Matth, xxiii, 23. “ Wo unta you, fcribes and+
Ee2 ¢ Pharifees, ,
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¢ Pharifees, hypocrites; for ye pay tithe of
¢ mint and anife, and cummin, and have omit-
“ ted the weightier matters of the law, judge-
“ ment, mercy, and faith: thefe onght ye to
¢« have done, and not to leave the other un=
“ done.”

3. Obedience is oppofed to facnﬁccs as they
are dead and formal. I am not at this time to
mention all the ends which an infinitely wife
God intended to ferve by the appointment of
facrifices : but every one muft be fenfible, that
they could be of no avail without taking in the
principle from which they were brought, and
the temper and difpofition of the offerer. There
was no doubt very much of outward form in
the Mofaic ceconomy; and the ritual practices
bore fo great bulk in it, that, by way of com-
parifon with the fpirituality of the gofpel, itis
called the law of a carnal commandment. But
it would be miftaking it very much, to fuppofe,
that God was fully fatisfied with, or defired that
his people fhould reft in the outward form.
‘This is plain from many paffages of feripture.
‘What an example of fervour and elevation of
fpirit have we in the exercife and language of
the pfalmift David, through the whole of his
writings!  You may fee, Pf. v. 7. * Butas for
« me, I will come into thy houfe in the multi-
¢« tude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I
« worthip toward thy holy temple.” Pf. xxvi.

6. ¢ I will wafh mine hands in innocency : fo
“ will
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¢¢will I compafs thine altar, O Lord.” -To-

this you may add what he fays, Pfal. i, 1( 17.

« For thou defireft not facrifice, elfe would I give -

“it: thou delighteft not in burnt-offering. The -

¢ facrifices of  God are a broken fpirit : a broa-
¢ ken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not-
% defpife.” '

In oppofition to this, however clear a diftate; .
both of reafon and fcripture, it feems to have-
been the difeafe of ancient times, to imagine,.
that the facrifices were fome ‘how neceffary or
ufeful to their maker in themfeives 3 and that he -
was pleafed with the poffeflion of the gift, inde- -
pendent of the difpofition of the giver. This-
led both Jews and Gentiles to fuppofe, that the -
more numerous and coftly the viétims, the-
greater: would be their influence : Micah vi. 6. .
¢ Wherewith thall I come before the Lord, and-
“ bow myfelf before the:high God ¢ Shall I-
¢ come before him with. burnt.offerings, with:-
¢ calves of a year old ? Will the Lord be plea- -
¢ fed with thoufands of rams, or with ten thou--
¢¢ fands of rivers of .oil.? Shall 1 give my firft<
¢ born for my tranfgreflion, the fruit of my body -
¢for the {in of my foul2” . To fuch an excel- -
five height did.this error proceed, that on extra- -
ordinary occafions the Heathens of many differ- -
ent nations offered human facrifices, and endea«-
voured, by. their .number, their. youth, or the -
high rank of their. parents, to increafe- their va- -
lue in the fight of God. In oppolition ta this

Ees. , grofsa
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grofs delufion, God often afferts his all-fufficien-
cy, as well as fovereignty; as particularly ia
that admirable paflage, Pf. 1. 7. —— 14. ¢ Hear,
¢ O my people, and I will fpeak; O Ifrael, and
¢ I will teftify againft thee: I am God, even
“ thy God. I will not reprove thee for thy fa-
¢ crifices, or thy burnt-offerings, to have been
« continually before me. I will take no bullock
% out of thy houfe, nor he-goats out of thy folds.
¢ For every bealt of the foreft is mine, and the
¢ cattle upon a thoufand hills. I know all the
« fowls of the mountains : and the wild beafts
¢« of the ficld are mine, If I were hungry, I
« would not tell thee, for the world is mine,
« and the fullnefs thereof. Will I eat the flefh
« of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? Of-
¢ fer unto God thanfgiving, and pay thy vows
¢ unto the Moft High.” And even with regardto
their ordinary attendance on'inftru®ion, he fays,
Ezekiel xxxiii. 31. ¢ And they come unto thee
¢¢ as the people cometh, and they (it before thee
“ as my people, and they hear thy words, but
« they will not do them: for with their mouth
« they thew much love, but their heart goeth af-
¢ ter their covetoufnefs.” »

This condu&, fo dithonourable to God, and
fo inconfiftent with the holinefs and purity of
bhis nature, had no fufficient excufe either among§
Jews or Heathens. But furely it is ftill more
criminal among Chriflians. The - gofpel, asa
difpenfation of clearer light, and greater purity,

: is
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is called the miniftration of the Spirit. And in
oppofition to all ceremonial and local worfhip,
our Siviour fays, Johnmiv.23.24. ¢ But the:
¢ hous cometh, and now is, wher the true:
¢ worthippers fhall wor(hip the Father in' fpirit-
¢ and in truth; for the Father feeketh fuch to:
¢ worfhip him. God is-a fpirit ; and they that
« worfhip him, muft worthip him in fpirit and
¢ in truth,” But are there not fome amongft .
us who may be jutily charged with guilt in this
refpe€t ? or rather, who is there amongft us.
that does not in fome degree fall under the res
proof ¥ Are there not fome who reft in the
form of worfhip, and are ftrangers to the fpirit
of it 2 Are there not fome who value and truft
in their forms while they are regardlefs of the
fpirit 2 Nay, are there not fome who not only
fubmit to; but are pleafed with the form, end
yet have no relith for that nearnefs to God, and
fenfe of bis prefence, which conftitutes the fpirit
of worfhip 2 How many finful motives may
bring us to-the houfe of God! If you come
to avoid the reproach of men, is that a real fa-
crifice to God 2 If you come from oftentation,
to be feen of men, is that an offering accept-
able to God 2 If you come to gratify- your
fancy, by hearing the performance of man, you
are offering the incenfe to the creature that is
due only to God., Confider further, how often’
we may be finfully ¢mployed in-the houfe of

- God. Are carelefs inattentive perfons offering ace

ceptable
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ceptable facrifices to God ? Are thefe who indolge

vain, proud, fenfual, covetous thoughts in wor-

thip, offering facrifice to God ?  Are thofe who

come to cenfure or admire the fpeaker offering

facrifice to God ? In all fuch cafes, without
any difparagement to the holieft inftitutions of
God, or rather from a juft concern to defend them.
from profanation, we may fay, in the words of
the text, “ Behold, to obey, is better than fa.
¢ crifices and. to hearken, than the fat of:
 rams.”

4. In the Jaf? place, obedience is oppofed to
facrifices as they are- mifplaced and unfeafon:
able. In the ancient difpenfation, time and place
were as much afcertained as any circumflance
that belonged to the temple-fervice ; and nothing
could be more contrary to the fpirit of that ce-
conomy, than taking any liberty- with the order
which God himfelf had eftablithed. There are
feveral inftances of. heavy judgements denoun-
ced againft princes, whofe chief fault feems to
have been, offering the appointed facrifices in for-
bidden places, or at improper feafons. If, theres
fore, he would not fuffer any variation in cir-
cumftances which he had preferibed, how.could
Saul fuppole, that he would accept of a facrifice
in the place of a duty which he had command-
ed? It is alfo to be obferved, that the duties of
the moral law are perpetually binding; and
therefore, when in providence any example of

them occurs, firengthened with the urgent Cﬁ.‘;
© e
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of neceflity and mercy, they become exceptions-
to an ordinance of a pofitive nature. Thus our
Saviour does not contradiét the law of Mofes.
in what he teaches concerning the fabbath;
but fhows in what manner that command was;.
or ought always to have been underftood by the-
Jews themfelves. See an inftance of this,
Luke xiii. 14. 15. 16. *“ And the ruler of the
¢ {ynagogue anfwered with indignation, becaufe:
¢ that Jefus had healed on the fabbath-day, and:
¢ faid unto the people, There are fix days in-
« which men ought ta work; in them therefore:
¢ come, and be healed, and not on the fabbath-
“ day. The Lord then anfwered him, and faid,.
¢ Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you
¢ on-the fabbath loofe his ox, or his afs, from-
¢ the ftall, and lead him away to watering ?
¢ And ought not this woman, being a daughter-
¢ of Abraham, whoni Satan hath bound, lo-
¢ thefe eighteen years, be loofed from this bond:
¢ on the fabbath-day ?” See alfo two other
examples of the fame thing, in the 12th chapter
of the gofpel according to Matthew; in fup-
port of which our Lord cites a pafiage from the-
Old Teftament, ver. 7. ¢ But if ye had known
¢ what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and
« not facrifice, ye would not have condemned the
« guiltlefs.”

The fame general ruleis to be obferved at all
times. We muft attend to the intimations of
Providence, and as far as they can be clearly dif-

cerned,
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cerned, difcharge thofe duties to which we are
immediately called. Every thing is beautiful in
its place and feafon, and is then not only moft
acceptable to God, but moft ufeful to men. It
is fo far from being any difparagement of facri--
fices, that it is their very excellence, to be confi-
ned to their time and place. And the maxim in
the rext will apply with equal propriety to every
duty of the moral law. The moft excellent of
them may be mifapplied. True religion and un-
defiled before God and the Father, is, to vifit the
fatherlefs and the widow ; and yet, if the time of
divine worfhip be unneceflarily chofen for that
purpofe, or if too much time be confumed in it
by thofe whofe prefence cannot be ufeful, it is
a rejeCted facrifice. Feeding the hungry, and
clothing the naked, is the charaer that fhall
meet with the approbation of our final judge ;
and yet, if any fhall, out of oftentation, feed the
poor abroad, and ftarve their families at home,
or perform this duty at the expence of any o-
ther more immediately binding, he falls under
the condemnation of the prophet in the text:.
‘ Behold, to ebey, is better than facrifice ; and
¢ to hearken, than the fat of rams.,” To con-
clude this head, we fhall greatly mifinterpret
this paflage of [cripture, if we pretend to ho-.
nour one part of religion to the prejudice of an-
other. The facrifices condemned by the pro-.
phet are not to be underftood of pofitive duties,_
as oppofed to moral, nor of acts of worfhip," as
oppofed to the duties of the fecond table; but

of
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of every a&t of religion, however excellent in
jtfelf, or neceflary in its place, if it is done from
an ill principle, with a finful purpofe, in a fioful
manner, or fubftituted in the rcom of that which
God in his providence doih immediately re-
quire,

1I1. I PROCEED now to make fome pratical
improvement of what hath been faid. And,

1. From what hath been faid, you may learn
what are the great charatters of acceptable obe-
dience; and, I think, they may be reduced to
the three following, ~1. It muft be implicit o-
bedience. It muft be founded immediately and
dire&tly on the authority of God. We muft not
take upon us to judge of the moment and im-
portance of any part of his will, further than
he hath made it known himfelf. Itis a very
dangerous thing for us to make comparifons be-
tween one duty and another, efpecially with a
view of difpenf{ing with any of them, or altering
their order, and fubflituting one in another’s
place. 2. A fecond charatter of true obedience
is, that it be felf-denied and impartial, that it be
not direted or qualified by our prefent intereft,
It was the beft of the fpoil that Saul and the peo- -
ple faved ; that which was vile and refufe, they
utterly deftroyed. It is too common, that our
own intereft both points out the objeft, and
afligns the meafure of our obedience; and, in
that cafe, it, does not deferve the name of obe-

dience
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dience to God atall. But when the Chriftian is
devoted to God, ready at his call, and equally
difpofed to any employment affigned him in pro-
vidence, he then may be faid indeed to do his
awill. 3. A third chara@ter of obedienceis, that
it be univerfal, without any exception. Saul,
and the children of Ifrael, had complied fo far
with the ‘order given them, that the greateft part
both of the people and fubftance of Amalek was
deftroyed ; but he ftopped fhort, and knowingly
left unfinithed what had been injoined him by the
fame authority.’

2. From what hath been faid on this fubje&,
you may fee, that the true notion of obedience
is inconfiftent with the notion of merit, as if
wve could lay our maker under fome fort of ob-
ligation. 'This is as fatal and dangerous an er-
ror as any whatever, to think we may merit at
the hand of God, and yet very common. Nay,
it feems to be natural to us all, with great diffi-
culty reftrained, and never in this life wholly o-

vercome. You fee how Saul juftified himfelf,.
and faid, ¢ Yea, but I have obeyed the voice of

¢ the Lord.” But, in the judgement of God,
there was no confideration had of what he had
done, but a fevere fentence of condemnation upe
on him for what he had negleéted. True obe-
dience is always confidered, in this light, as a
debt due to God, for the performance of which
nothing can be claimed, but for the neglect of
which a penalty is incurred. I with this were

properly
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properly attended to. The guilt of tran(gref-

- fion is plainly inconfiftent with the merit of obe«

dience. If we are liable to punithment for not
obeying, the right of our maker to our f.ivice
muft be complete, there is no room to pled a»
ny merit in compliance, and the reward .nuft
be of grace, and not of-debs. Thus, 1 thinkg
it is always felt by good men; and the more-
that they are devoted to.Gud, they are the lef
difpofed to avail themfelves of any. thing they
have done, and the more inclined to afk foi give--
nefs for what hath been either.omitted, orill.
done: : :

3. From what hath been faid, you may learn
the great defetts of our obedience in general..
If we confider the charalters of true obedience,
implicit, impartial, and univerfal, we muft be-
fenfible what great blemithes attend every a&t of
duty to God which we perform.. We fhall al-
ways find - fomething amifs, either in its extent,.
its principle, orits end: What reafon this for-
humiliation ?- what a powerful argument .to eve--
ry Chriftian to live a life of continual depend--

“ence on divine ftrength to enable him ‘to obey, .

and divine mercy to accept of his imperfet o- -
bedience ? - Nothing but greatignorance.of them- -
felves, or great inatteation to what pafles i their
own hearts, can embolden men to put confi--
dence in themfelves. And indeed their doing ; |
fo is commonly attended with very -mortitying
effe@ts.  When God leaves them, in fatherly dif-
plealure, to prove and try them, or.whon he:
Vor. L. . Ff lcavess
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leaves finners to themfelves, to fill up the mea~
fure of their iniquities, it foon affords afatisfying:
proof, that ip us, that is, in our flefh, dwelleth-
no good thing, To will may be prefent with:
us, but to do that which is good,. we find not.
4. In the /af? place, Suffer me earneftly. to ex
hort you to make it your daily ftudy, not only-
to keep the commandments of God, but to rake-
particular notice from what principle your obes
dience lows. See how much there is in it of felfs
denial, of devotednefs to God, of fubjettion to:
Lis providence. One adt of filent fubmiflion, or
a quiet application to thofe duties that are ime
mediately reccffary, though neither eafy nor hos
nourable, is of much more value, . than a long:
trat of adtivity and zeal in a public and vifible
fphere of action, fweetened by reputation and.
applaufe. As the fubmiffive Chriftian lives up~
on the Creator alone, independent of the crea-
ture; fo the obedient Chriftian ferves his God
and Redeemer alone, without paying any. regard
to the eftecm or approbation of his fellow-fin-
ners. In this way only is your obedience given:
to God, and in this way only will you find it
pleafant or profitable to yourfelves. If you keep
clearly and clofely to the command of God,
and have not fo much as any other defire, or in-
clination, than to know what it is, you will hard-
ly ever be miflaken. But if you allow other
motives to have place, if you take upon you to
judge of what is mof¥ proper or expedient, or

cven pratticable, you will pollute every part of

~ your
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your duty, and fiad yourfelves often involved in -
impenetrable darknefs. If what is duty be the-
inquiry, and intereft fet afide, if duty be the ob-

jeét of your attention, and events left to God,.
you will find unfpeakable confolation from it in

the mean time,. as wcll as the fuccefs more ef-

fectually fecured than it could poffibly have been .
by any anxiety or forefight of your own. Let-
God then have the unadulterated obedience of -
all his creatares ; and let us afk of him, accor-
ding to his promife, ¢ to work in us to will and"
¢ 10 do of his good pleafure.”

~

The End of the FIRST VoLUME,



Fuf? publifbed, written By the fame author, with

additions, in 2 vols, price 6s. and fold by Mefl.

KiNcaip. & BELL, and by W, GRAY, .
Effays on-important fubjefts, viz,
Volume L

Efay on the conne&ion between the dotrine of §
Juftification by the Imputed Righteoufnels of
Chrift, and Holinefs of life.

The abfolute neceffity of falvation through Chrift

‘The trial of Religious Truth by its Moral Influence.

The charge of fedition and faction againft good men,
efpecially faithful minifters, confidered, and ac-
counted for. : ,

Prayer for national profperity, and for the. reviial:
of religion, infeparably connecfed.

The nature and extent of Vifible Religion.

Volume 11,

A gerious inquiry into the nature and effeés of the

tage. '

Ecclefiaftical Charaeriftics;: or, The. Arcana of
Church-Policy. Beitig an humble attempt to o |
pen the myftery of Moderation. -

A Serious Apology for. the Ecclefaftical Charatte:
riftics. ) o .

An inquiry into the fcripture-meaning of Charity i
and particularly, whether it implies a favovrable
opinion of the ftate and fentimeats of thofe who-
differ from us in judgement. .

A praftical treatife on Regeneration, 3%

At the above fhops may be had, written by 1he Rev |
F- Erfkine, D. D, price 3 se
T heological Differtations. Containing,
+ 1. The nature of the Sinai covenant. R
2. The charatter and privileges of the Apoﬂoh’c
Churches, with an examination of Dr Taylors
Key to the Epiftles. |
3. The nature of Saving Faith,
4. The Law of Nature fufficiently promulgated 0
the Heathens, '

-5- An attempt to promote the frequent difpenfing
of the Lord’s Supper. 1 P
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