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ADVERTISEMENT

The Reader wxll ﬁnd hxmfclf oblxged to
the Author of the following Hiftory, for
the pains he hath taken to render it as enter-
uﬁnmg, .and fentimental as poffible. With
- this view he hath entirely avm of
foreign -names, -often hard to pronouncc, and
when pronounccd wholly wjthout meaning.
Inftead of this, when he had occafién to

mention particular ranks of men, offices,

“or ‘cuftoms, he chofe to exprefs them by
what did' moft exa&tly correfpond with them
in our own country. By this means the nar-
rative, difencumbred of definitions or circum-
locutions, is rcndcrcd quite cafy and intslli-
gible, ‘
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HE fkill of an author, like that of a mer-

chant, lies chiefly in judging with readinefs

and certainty, what kind .of commodities, and in

what quantity, any particular age or place is able

and willing to receive. 'This I have, of late, made

very much my ftudy, with regard to our own age ) RS

and country, and the refult of my enquiry is as fol-

lows. There are two forts of fubje@s for which

4 - thereis a general demand in Great Britain at this
‘ time, vz, (1.) Biography, if any thing may be fo
A called
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[ 4 ] |
called that gives an account of the lives of perfons
that never exifted, but in the imagination of the au-

thors. This is, indeed, 2 moft fruitful fub_]e& and

under the various titles of Hiftories, Lives, Adven~
tures, Memoirs, &c. teaches people how to live af-
ter any imaginable plan. (2.) The other is the for~

mation of fchiemes and projeds, to be carried on by -
. fubfcription,_for the good of mankind, which never

were fo favourably received as at prefent, the abor-
tion or mifmanagement of nine in ten of them not
having in the leaft abated the ardor of the publick.
}f any be of- opinion, that new difcoveries in the
{cience of morals, for the fupport of infidelity, are
as favourably received as any of thefe, fuch muft be
told, that they are but fuperficial obfervers, or un-
der the grejudncc of religious enthuffafm. The dif-
coveries here pointed at, have been of late years fo
various, fo contradiftory and- fo fhort-lived, that
they really. raife very little curiofity. As an inftance
of this, the reader is defired to recolle& if he can,
the moft: extraordinary thing of the kind that ever
was attempted. A great living author, David Hume
efgr. not long ago, made health, cleanlinefs,. and
broad thoulders caprtal virtues, and: a- running fore
an unpardonable crime; yet was it but little taken
notice of when firft pubhihcd and is now almoft
wholly forgotten.

Therefore, an author ls~undoubted1y happy who

~ hath hit upon, or happens to be furnithed with a

fubje& fuited to the tafte of the age. - This'I hum-
' bly
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bly prefume to be my own cafe. I have had the
good fortune, lately, .to, obtain diftin& information
of a moft extraordinary -hiftory, which alfo may
perhaps lay a fonndation, for fome new fcheme, or,
at leaft, for mending and cobling thofe which ate
sow cracked and old. - The only misfortupe that it

* labours under s that itis.true; for I remember the
lofty and fenarous eail of Shaftesbury, whofe memo-

ry I greatly revere, tells usthere is much more truth
in fition thah in fa&. The meaning of this:is, that
authars .of tafte and genius like himfelf, cthploying\
their. faney- in delmea.tmg feigned charadters, give -
ordinarily a jufter- view of nature than tedious relav
ters of what really happened.’

- This-d6fs-however, 1 truft, will be_abundantly

made up by the extraordidary and wonderful nature -

of . the paffages 1 am to relate, which, it is to be

- hoped, will'have the effet of fition in- enlivening
the imagination of the writer, and indeed, very pof- ‘

fibly, may be miftaken for fition by many readers.

Thetrueh is, 1 hope there is a fingular felicity in-
my fubjedt-in every refpett. If the excellency of
hlftory, according to lord Shaftesbury, li¢s in its be-
ing like fition, and the-excellency of fiftion in its
being like to real falts, accarding to ail other men,
the fubje&t in hand muft needs excel, as it partakes

‘of both thefe chara&ers. It Will be like truth, be-~

caufe it is true; and it will be like fiGtion, becaufe
the fame train of events, perhaps, never happened
in any other place or nation. -

A2 - "To

\
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"To introduce myfelf to my fubje&, and inform

the reader how I came by the knowledge of it, he
may be pleafed to recolle&, That in the year 1741,
when ecommodore (afterwards lord) Anfon made a

voyage round the world; one of the fhips of his
fquadron, called the Wager, was caft away upon 2
defert ifland in the South Seas. The greateft part
of the crew who were faved lengthened the long-
boat, andimade a long and dangerous voyage thro’
the ftreights of Magellan, to Brazil. ‘As they were
often obliged to fwim afhore for provifions and wa-
ter, it happened that, at  one time, there were to
the number of fourteen of them afhore upon a part

‘of the coaft very far South, near the mouth of the
ftreights. Having flayed all night, unfortunately

next morning the wind blew fo hard in fhore, that
only fix of the fourteen were able to get aboard, and
the veflel was obliged to go away and leave thc o-
ther enght

It is needlefs here to infift upon the various acci-
dents they met with in this perilous firuation. The
difficulty of obtaining food, witheut which they muft
very foon have died: the mean and fcanty provifion
with which nature will be fuftained, when there is
no more or better to be had: the inventive faculty
of man for fupplying his wants when reduced to ab-
folute extremity, and a hundred other things which
have been reprefented in all poffible lights by o-
ther writers of adveptures. Let it fuffice, therefore,
to fay that, in procefs of time, four of them were kil-

lcd,,

-0
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led by the inhabitants of the country, and, the re-

maining four taken prifoners. After changmg their
maters feveral times, they came at laft'into the

hands of one who carried them a great way off to

the capital of an empire, and the court of a power-
ful prince. ‘There they lived many years, learned
the language, and had ocafion tofee the manners of
the country. Two of them, at laft, acquired fuch
a degree of favour, that, in compliance with their
earneft requeft, they were femt to the Portugueze

_ fettlements, and came from thence to Great Britain.

One of thefe perfons, who was a man of tole-
Table education, at well as good fenfe and compre-
henfion, coming to live in my neighbourhood, com-
municated to me what follows of this hiftory. In
general he told me the conduct and charadters of
men, bating fome little differences of- fathion and

modes of addrefs, which are ever changing in every

country, were much like what they are among our-
felves. Court favour was precarious and change-
able. Intereft and ambition prevailed more in' ob-
taining’ places of power and profit, than modeft and
pmc&ble merit, Cold and fober . men gathercd
. wealth, and crept up, by flow but fure fteps, to fta-

_ tion and dignity; while the lively fprightly fellows
threw away all that they had, and foon became con-
temptible to others and ufelefs to themfelves. The
knowledge of the world was of very little benefit;
for tho’ every clafs of men could clearly difcern the

- errors that adhered to thofe of a different rank, they -

could

- L ‘
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could fcarcely obferve, and never would imitate
their eommendable qualities. For example, fays he,
a profufe, difeafed, needy Lord would fpeak with
infinite contempt of the meannefs of foul, and hard-
nefs of heart frequently to be found in traders and
men of bufinefs, but never oncg thought of follow-
ing their example in fobriety, application, and regu-

larity in the diftribution of their time, to which they.

manifeftly owed-all thejr fuccefs. So that, upon the
whole, - he concluded that human nature in all ages

and in all places was the fame. A fage remark the

reader will fay, -but I'ean ;eaﬁly remember to have
heard it before. :

. There was however one. clafs of men in that na-
tion, whofe conftitution- 4s"a body, and: many of
whofe charadters and practices were of the moft ex-
traordinary. kind, viz, the SERvaNTSs. Their ftate
and condud, -at the time. which fell under’ his own
obfervation, were fo fingular that they excited his
curiofity ; and induced him.to inquire with great care
into their condition, as far back as hiftory could trace

' . them. - "This is-what I 4m now to communicate to

the pubhck -being willing that my. book fhould be
buried ' in’ ablivien, or burded with" dxfgracc, if a

ftory cap be produced equal or evcn ﬁmxhr toitin

WY other age or country

CHAP,

. \A'
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‘CHAP L

Of the original State of the Servants, aﬂ their

Erection into a Corporation.

IN very early times, of which there ate ftill fome

accounts handed down by tradition, the Sers
‘Vants were in a ftate not much different from what
they are at prefent among us. It does not appear
that ever they were flaves, or were tieated with ex-
ceflive rigour or feverity. They were trained up

in fome acquaintance with, and applied themfelves to: -

fuch work as they feemed to be fitted for by the
turn of their minds, and the ftrength or agility of
their bodies. They were chofen or hired by every
family as they pleafed, made a voluntary agreément,

and were employed in doing what was neceffary of -

“every kind. - They were paid as they and the fa
mily could agree, eating of their own labours, and
were cherifhed and carefled in proportion: as. they’
deferved it. In cafes of remarkable negle&, difo-
bedience or misbehavious they weré turned away..

'Thls, indeed, happened but feldom,. for they were:

in general honett, fober and induftrious. Thcy had:
the intereft of their mafters.at heart, nay, fo.re~
markable were fome of them in thefe times for. fi-
delity, that (it is reported) they feemed to. have
as much or more pleafure in doing their worky as

. in receiving their wages. .
But
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But it happened, fome ages ago, that one of theit

. princes was faved from a formidable confpiracy a-
gaintt his life and crown, juft upon the point of exe-
cution, by the fidelity and courage of a fervant, The
prince was a man of a warm heart, and an uncom-

_ monly generous difpofition. Not content with boun-
tifully rewarding his benefalor by kindnefs to him-
felf and family, he conceived a defign of perpetuat-
ing the memory of the fa&, and fhewing his grati-
tude by doing fomething in favour of the whole or~

+ der or body of men. For this purpofe, being pof~
feft of abfolute power, after confulting upon it for
fome time, he eftablifhed the following regulations,
not doubting that they would be highly beneficiab
to his fubjeds in general as well as the fervants in

particular;

1. It was ordered that the Wages of fervants
fhould be confiderably augmented, and fixed to a
certain rate in all the king’s dominions. This was
cvidently diftated by compaffion. He obferved that
it was very hard and unequal, that thofe who were
conftantly employed in labour, who prothoted the
intereft of their mafters fo much, fhould notwiths
ftanding live fo poorly; that they fhould have no-
* thing but the coarfeft diet, and no more money than
" was barely neceflary to purchafe the meaneft cloath-
ing. He ufed, when the matter was under delibe-
ration, to reafon thus: ¢ For my part, I think a
¢-king ought to haye the heart of a man; I confi-
¢ der the fervants as my fellow creatures, and am

¢ defirous

’
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* defirons that they fhould tafte fome of thofe plea-
¢ fares and delicacies of life, which they contribure
¢ {fo largely to pmcure for the aocommodauon of
¢ others’. :
He allo obfemd that interelt as ‘well as compal~

fion diftated the fame thing; that keeping them

poor would eutirely difpirit them, and stake them
do their duty in the moft carelefs and flothful man-
ner, by which their mafers muft receive manifeft
prejudice.  Om the other hand, a good and fecure
provifien would give them great vigour and alacrity,
He ventured to foretel, thar a third part increafe of
their faluy would increafe their work in a far
greater proportion, fo that the publick would be
gainers by this feeming burden. Befides chat fuch
e fixed provifion would free them frome all tempeati-
on to pilfering and ftealing, and fo be an improve»
ment upon their honiefty as well #s activity.

- Another advantage he propofed to reap by this
meafiire wias, inceeafing the number of fervants. It
was well enough remembered that, ac no very di-

fant period, the kingdom had fuffered nat 2 httle |

€rom the faarcity of fervants; fo that the land lay
uncuitivated, and many branches of bufinefs negle&-
ed. Now it wasimpoibble o avoid fecing that this

meafure muft increafe the number of fervants, by

sndncing them to come into the kingdom fram the -

moft diftant places, as well as encouraging them to
marry and prapagate, and blefs their country with
- 4 multitade of uleful bands.

. - B Nay,

’
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Nay, he even called in the aid of luxury to en<
force his argument, alledging, that keeping the fer-
vants poor, muft imake -them fordid and nafty, fo
that it would be odious to people of tafte and ele:

.gance to have them about their perfons, or evén to

fee them in their houfes. But by carrying the
propofed defign into exécution, he faid, he hoped

~ to fee the fervants in general genteel, well drefled,

well behaved, and converfible men.  That this muft
be an advantage in particular to families in the coun-
try, who were confiderably diftant from one another,
and, in certain feafons of the year, «could have very
lictle intercourfe:: .nay even, that in cities and places
of greater refort, it would be better, in many re-
{pes, to have opportunities of converfation within
doors, than to be always obliged to feek fociety a-
broad. . : .

" In fhort, he fuppofed that the regulation now e-
ftablithed would put an entire period to all the mur-
murings and complaints of fervants, and their defires
of thifting from one family to another, which was a
fource of daily inconveniencies. They muft be
touched, fays he, with a fenfe of gratirude for fo
unexpeted and fo happy a change in their fituation,
and will therefore be thoroughly content and never
ask for more. * .

2. Having the publick good all along at heart, as
much as the advantage of the fervants, he ordered
fcheols and places of exercife to be built, and mafters

* appointed to train up fervants and fit them for their

feveral
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" feveral trufts, 'There were different tradts of educa-

tion chalked -out for all different forts of employ-
ments, It was particularly expeted of the dire@ors
of thefe academies, that they would feleét the fer-
vants fit for evety branch, and beth educate and dif-
pofe of them according as their: genius fhould in-
timate they were moft'capable. As for example,

for. cooks, waiting men, and other domeftick fer- -

vants, and grooms, gardiners, and labouring men of
all forts witheut doors. :

The: advantage of this regulation, in both its

parts, feemed very evident. Education, it was faid,
isallin all. Education makes the man, and makes

the fervant. It will therefore prepare them for ~

their work. They will enter upon it expert and pro-

ven, very much to the publick cmolument inftead

of being aukward -and unhandy for fome time, till
experience has given them facility, or, perhaps, re-
- taining fome meafure of ruflicity and ma&lvxty
through their whole lives. - e

It feemed alfo a matter of great moment, that no
man fhould be fuffered to profefs what he could not
do, but that he fhould be tonfined to that only
which he could beftdo. Neither was it proper that
this fhould be left to the caprice of families, or the
ambition apd prefumption of the fervants themfelves.
And it was never once imagined the mafters of aca-
demies would be defedtive in judgment and imparti-
~ ality on their part,
3. T he third ‘and laft regulation he eftablithed,

B 2 was
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was ordering vhe fervants so be erelted by daanu
into a large cosporation,. contaiming many: fmaller
bodies and focicties within it. . To this corparation
he gave aathority over' the feveral membiers: of
which it was compofed, and eftablithed 2 complete
fabordination. This was thought a picee of admis
rable wifdom and policy, They were to be friftly
watchful over one another; aad it was fappefed they

~would get all the advantage in this fhape, which men

united in fociety have over thofe in a flase of ng»

ture. . The feveral chffes and divifions ¢f. the cor-

pomioa were to try the fufficdency of all fervants
before they were admitted, aod. had power to turg

* them off when they misbehaved or negledted their

work, ‘That this might proceed with the: greater
regularity, they were every one fecured by haw in
their employments. Fhey were not leftin 2 vague
dependent ftate: a fervant once hired by any family
could not be turned away but by an order of his fels
low-fervants, to whom all cemplaints of Lis tomduét
were t0.be mude, and by ‘whom they Were to- bc
jodged.

The wholc was foundcd upon the moﬁ emellcm

reafons. -Who fo. proper to judge of the ¢apacity
and diligence of fervants as thafe who are. fervants

- themfelves? who can be fuppofed fo artemtive to

“body,

their condud, or fo jealous of their behaviour, fince
the charadter of particulars muft evidently refleft
either difgrace or credit on the whole collettive

CHAP.

e e . .
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cEAR L .
Of the Effeéts prodused by thefe Regulations. .

T firft, and indced for a confiderable time after
thefe regulations were eftablithed, experience

feemed to confirm the wifdom as well as generofity
of the prince, and to difcover their happy confe:

quences every day. - Servants were trained up and
inftruted in every branch of bufinefs, and were very
expert in their work. They underftood the caufe,

the reafon and the end of every thing, and could’
walk npon it in a moft intelligent and confiftent wans

ner. They did every thing with much exadnefs,
and had plainly a far greater air of neatnefs and ele-
gance than formerly. - The fields were drefled and

trimmed to great perfe&tion; the utenfils of the

houfes were all brightned and pur in order; the

outfides of the houfes and avenues to them were all |

aderwed in a very pretty and fanciful manner. They
were not content With what was barely profitzble to
their matkers, but paid alo a duc regard tofhow and

~ appearance. Perfons who travelled were exceeding-

ly delighted, and the proprietors were not a little
proud of the change; for every houfe was like a
little palace, and every country-feat like a little pa-
radife. Thus far the fervants fcomed to be much
upon their honour, and, from a fenfe of gratitude
to the empcror, endeavoured to behave themfelves

- with

deda , {
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- with great care and diligence; fo that every body, as

well as themfelves, fincerely rejoiced in the change

. of their ftate.

But alas! how fhort-fighted are human creatures?
this univerfal fatisfattion did not laft long. It was
quickly feen, notwithftanding fo good a beginning,
that the regulations laid down would but ill anfwer
the end propofed. . The change to the worfe took
its rife from the enlargement of their wages, which
vet feemed, at firft, to be the chief .and moft reafon-
able article of the regulations: for, after they had
obtained good wages, and the.beft of food and ac-
commodation, fome of them began to grow fat, and
confequently lazy. When they were fuddenly cal-
led, fometimes by dozing and fleeping they did not
hear at all; and when they did hear were very flow
in their ‘motions, and always ready furnifhed with
an excufe for their négle& ; or, perhaps, raifed fome
very {trong obje&ions to what they were defired to
do. .When they were fent of an errand, they-took
a long time before they returned; and yet would
pofitively ftand to it, that it was impoffible to return
fooner. ' If this was not fatisfying, they would, in
a great ‘rage, before they delivered their meflage,

" return:and meafure the ground they had traverfed

in order to determine the difpute.

Having now more to eat and drink than former-
ly, they. behoved to take more time to it; and fo
the hours of their work were very much diminifh-
ed. ., This feemed 'to them not only reafonable bug

. neceﬂ'ary,
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eceflary; and great difputesarofe upon it: with the
families in which théy ferved. The families-in ge-

" neral gave them to underftand, that they expe&ted

greater diligence and ativity, as they were now beta.
ter paid than beforé; ‘whereas the fervants ¢ounted
that Lighly ridiculous; for with them itwasa fixed
point, that the tnore liberally they were paid, ithey.
ought to do the lefs for it. It is needlefs to:inlarge
upon- this part of the fubject; let it fuffice. to fay,
that, in genetil, having now got fo gaod provifion
- made for- them, they began not to ferve but tqlive.
- "The delicacies of the Wworld began to captivate their

hearts, and inftead of fatisfying thiemfelves with ne-

ceflaries, and being ufeful in their generation, they

bethought themfelves of enjoying what had thus fe

huckily fallen to their fharé.- - 0 ¢ - gyt o
Changes in all refpe@s came on mfenﬁbly It

was before obferved that one advantage - prepofed )

by the regulations was the increafe of the number
of fervants. This effe® indeed did follow with a
. witnefs. Whereas before the country wasnot overe

. ftocked with fervants, and families. were at great
pains in locking out for proper ones, now they
increafed to an almoft incredible number.  Not: only
~ ‘was there a great confluence of ftrangers from diftant
places, but many of the inhabitants, not inconfideras

ble in point of ftation fonnd it their intereft -to b- ,

come fervants. - Now you would ‘every where fee
them -going about and foliciting employment, and
very wonderful were the arts they fometimes ufed

» to
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toobainit. Of thefe I fhall fay nothing in this pres
liminary part of the hiftary, becaufe I fhall pro-
bably have afterwards a bctncropportumty to intro~
duc¢ them."

. As the ftate of thmgs and :he way of thmkmg

' Began to alter, the language and manner of fpeak-

ing altered alfo at the fame time. In former times
they ufed to fpeak of getting a mafter, or being
hired, or getting an employment, now they . fpake
of getting into bread, of getting a falary, a fewdes
ment, or a living. I know nothing that refembles
this difference fo much. as the difference hetween
our way of fpeaking in Scotland, and what is ufual
in our neighbour country of England about fervants,
Here we fpeak of a fervant’s getting into fervice; in
England they call it getting a place, and a footman
turned away, they term with the higheft propncty
a foorman out of place.

Things having once’ come into this firwation, it
bappened with thefe fervants 2s it happens with all
men when once they begin to gratify their defires:

they become. inordinate, exceflive and infatiable.
Inftead of being content with what they had obtain-

ed, they began to fall upon all imaginable methods
of increafing their revenues. They contrived an
infinite number of pergpifites befides their ordinary
wages. When a family had of their own free mo-
 tion beftowed any mark of favour upon a good fer-
vant, the thing was immediately {pread abroad, and
all other families were harraflfed with complaints,

: and-

e L .
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~ and teéazed to death by their fervants till the fame
was beftowed upon them. They would often, in-a -

clandeftine manner, lay hold of fome of the geods
of the family and appropriate them to their own
ufe; and, when it came’ at laft to be difcovered,
they wonld take the advantage of their own cove-

toufnefs,.and prove clearly, that by immemorial cu-

ftom it belanged to them as their due. - Where fa-
milies were ignorant, they would affirm with the
greateft boldnefs; that fuch and fuch were the pri-
vileges of fervants in all other. places, and by that
means procure their confent. When they were not

) only ignorant but timid and cowardly, they would

go a fhort way to work, and threaten to burn 'their
houfes to the ground if thcy did not comply with
every demand.

But, what they excelled moﬁ in were the arts of |

flattery and deceit in rich families. Such as got near
great men would ftand as it were in perpetual admi-

ration of the beauty of their perfons, the graceful-

nefs of their .manners, and the excellence of their
underﬁandmgs The fervants of fome perfons of
great rank had a cuftom of making up a long lift; e-
very day, of the virtues which fuch perfons had that
day putin pradice, and reading it over to them next

" morning before they got out of bed, which was ob-

{erved to render them quncﬁfacﬂc and tra&ab}c for
a long time after. ‘
They perfuaded: the crcdulous, that the pubhck

goo& was infeparably .connedted with: their thriving: -

C and
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and opulence. ¢ Induftry,’ faid they, ¢ is the fource
¢ of wedlth to a nation, Servants, every body muft
¢« acknowledge, are the means of induftry: thence
« it follows undeniably, that the more férvants the
¢ better.” By the help of this argument they ob-
tained, that many new eftablifhments were made for
fervants. And fach was the fafcination that pre-
vailed, that frequently there were fetdlements made
for the provifion of menial fervants in a wildernefs,
where there was hardly a fingle creature to ferve;
and of husbandmen upon a fea thore, where there
was not an inch of ground to cultivate. They alfo
got about fick and dying perfons, and by their offi-
cious fervices, by tending them with apparent care,
and by frequently and readily giving them cordials,

thcy prevailed, that many left great legacies to.them
m their wills.

CHAP HL

Continues the ﬁzme Jubject. And partwular{y gives

an account of a very remarkable ﬂep tahn by the
Servants. .

WHEN' their poﬂ'dlions, privileges and immuni—
ties were thus enlarged, they began to claim
greater refpeé than fermerly; and to-affume addi-

tional titles and defignations. ~ Sbme of them would

be no longer fervants properly fpeaking, but over-
feers. They affirmed that it was effential to the
nature,
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nature of fervants that fome of them fhould be over-
feers, and that there could be neither order nor ce-
conomy in a family without fome fuch. To this
they added fuboverfeers, and feveral other officers -
for their afiftance. They then proceeded to arch-

overfeers, who had all the other overfeers, as well

as {ervants, under their jurifdi®ion. At a great

meeting of the whole corporation, this was deters

mined and decreed to be, and to have been, a part

of the original inflitution. of fervitude, wxdwut

- which it could not poflibly fubfift.

Thefe ‘encroachments were very patiently fub-
mitted to, and, one would think, had been carried as
far as the nature of the thing would admit. Yet
there remained one ftep more which exceeded eve-
ry thing that had been formerly feen, and happen-
ed as follows. An overfeer of the capital city ga-
thered a great many of his cotemporaries about
him, and after begging their moft ferious attention
to a propofal he had to lay before them, made a
fpeech to the following purpofe. ¢ Honoured and
¢ very dear Brethren, You know that the life of fo-
4 ciety is order, and the foul of order is fubordinati-
fon. The greateft fervice, thercfore, that we can
" ¢do ta our corporation, is'to keep up the fubordi-
« nation of officers among us with as much ftrictnefs,
¢ and to make it as compleat and ‘extenfive as pof- .

‘fible. " There are no ftru&ures which ftand fo fe-
¢ curely, as thofe that are built in the form of a

Cz2 . cone
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¢ cone or a pyramid, becaufe they have a broad bafe;

. ¢ and gradually leflen towards the top. Neither of \

¢ thefe, however, is compleat, but maimed or ime
¢ perfe&, unlefs it be carried on till it:términate in
¢ a point. Therefore, the fubordination of 'otir fos

~ ¢ ciety can never be entire and perfed, dll it end in

‘a fingle perfon, who may unite the whole, and
¢ enjoy abfolute uncontroulable dominion. . And, as
¢ the perfon who is on the top of a pyramid muft ne-
¢ ceflarily fee farther than thofe who ftand upon any

e of the lower fteps of it, fo the perfon who is at the

¢ head of the whole fociety of fervants muft, in
¢ virtue of his office, furpafs them all in wifdom and
¢ fagacity. Nay, as this order is of the inftitution
s of nature, and as a laft refort or fupreme judge is
¢ neceflary to determine controverfies in any fociety,
# fo T dp think iz may be proved that nature, to be
¢ uniform and confiftent in her operatlons, muft im-
¢ mediately infpire the perfon o exalted with infal-
« lible knawledge and 3 fort of infinite mind. - Now
* I hope it is very plain, that I myfelf am the per-
¢ fon to whom, and to my fucceflors in ‘office, this
« power and authority do of right belong.”’ '
One of the affembly then rifes up and fays, ‘I
« greatly fufpec this will be attended with no good

| effels upon the lptcrcﬂ of the fervants‘in general,

¢ not to mention the intereft of the families, which,
¢ from a fenfe of duty to the corporation, I Intirely
¢ give up. At any rate, it ought not to be gone in-
f to precipitatcly ; for x 1s a pradigious innovation,!

¢ Quite
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-« Quite otherwife,’" fays the former fpeaker;  for
-¢ tho’ I have condefcended to reafon with you, and

< fhow you that in the nature of things there muft -

¢ be one who, like the top ftone of a pyramid; is in-
-¢ cumbent on the whole body; as alfo, that this-can
¢ be no other than myf¢lf, who dwell in the centre

¢ of this vaft empire; yet I can give undeniable evi- _

. dence that it hath been always fo in fa&, fince
¢ there was an empire here, and fince there were
¢ fervants” - The objefor then fhook his head, as
who fhould fay that is far fromn being a clear point,
‘and feemed to wonder from whence this evidence
was to proceed. The other immediately goes on,
¢ It is as clear as the fun; for, tho’ all the records
¢ that contained this regulation are loft, yet I very
¢ well remember, -that my nurfe told me before I
¢ was two years of age, that her grandmother’s -
¢ fter’s coufin-german affured her it was fa&”
However unwilling, one would think, men fhould
be to give up their natural rights, and fubmit to u-
‘furped authority, yet {o it was that they foon agreed

‘to this fcheme; and, indeed, it appeared’to have
“been not ill prqe&ed for their own ends. It is not

‘to be conceived at how fpeedy 2 pace they advan-
ced, ia acqumng and "extending " their- dominion.
They quite inverted the ufe of language; for when
they fpoke of the family they always meant the fer-
“vants; or, if they faid any thing would tend to the
‘good of the family, it was to be underftood, that
it would promotc the increafe of the wages, privi<

leges
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leges and immunities of the fervants. In many pla-
ces the fervants grew upon the families, and turn-
ed them out altogether. . In fome of the moft deli-
cious fpots of the country, you would .have feen
fine feats and inclofures wholly poflefled by fer-
vants, who abfolutely refufed to do any work, but
gave themfelves up to lazy contemplation. 1f any
body had prefumed to-afk them the meaning of this,
they faid they were employed in ftudying the theo-
ry of fervice, and withing that all fervants might
be good, and all families well fupplied.

. It has been obferved above, that they began their
fchcme by flattering the rich and great men, and
endeavouring to infinuate themfelves into. their fa-
vour. But affoon as their power was fufficiently e-
ftablithed, they changed their note, and treated the
moaft confidérable men of the: country. with great
haughtinefs and’ contempt. They affirmed it to
be abfolutely neceffary' for the publick good, that
they fhould have much honour and refpet paid
them. That, as they were undepiably the moft ufe-
ful rank of men, by confequence they were the
moft hanourable. Inftead of being humble and {ub-
miffive, they infifted, that all the people, from the
higheit to the fowett, fhould pay a profound refpect

to the overfeers, archoverfeers, and other dignita-

ries, whofe names I have forgot, becaufe they had
aeither fenfe nor meaning. Nuy, the emperor of
the fervants arrived in time at fuch power, . that he

ma.dc the richeft men in the country, even the go-
vernors
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‘vernors of provinca to tremble.  He ordered ther:
fometimes to wipe ‘his fhoes; and, when they mif-
behaved or fhewed the leaft backwardnefs, com-
manded them to be whipt.
When my informer mentioned this. cxrcumﬁance,
I could not help difcovering much amazement at

the pufillanimity of thefe people, and even modeft- .

ly hinted fome fufpicion as.to the truth of the fa&,

He infifted, however, in the moft pofitive manner,

on the truth of his account, and added, that he had
many things ftill more wonderful to communicate;
as an inftance of which he affirmed, that it was not
only ufual fot the emperor to order great men to be
whipt, but even to command them to whip thems
felves, All this they were obliged to fubmit to,
for he had the lower fervants, and the whole king-
dom abfolutely under his influence, If apy perfon
or family had difputed his will in the leaft article,
they would cither, without more ado, burn the
houfe and them in it, or they would wholly give o~
wver work, and neither provide them with food nor
fuel, fo that they behoved immediately to ftarve. -
What contributed not a lile to. cftablith this
‘ufurpation, was a very fingular fcheme which theg
fell upon while they were flattering great men, and
perfuading them to make new cftablifliments for fer-
vants. 'This ‘was, that families fhould not be per~
mitted to choofe fervants for themfelves, but that a
lord, or any other great man, fhould have the pow-
er of nominating the. Ervants within a certain di-
ftri&.
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‘ftri@. | They never failed to invent plaufible res+

fons for all their fchemes. In fupport of this it was
alleged, that families were often whimfical in their
choice. That fome would prefera fervant becanfe
he was tall, and others becaufe he was fhort; fome
‘becaufe his hair was red, others becaufe it was black.
"That they did not know when they were well ferv-
ed, and when they were not. That they were apt to
be impofed on by fuch as had fmooth tongues and
could flatter. them. - That, if families and fervants
were in a good underftanding, they would raife fe-
dition and fubvert the conftitution.

- On the other hand it was thought exceedmg

clear, that great men would underftand the intereft

of the country, and the capacity of fervants, much
better than the vulgar. As alfo, that they were a-
bove all fufpicion ¢f partiality, and would be fure

always to fend fit and accomplifhed fervants to every
‘houfe. But alas, the contrary of all this was foon

found by experience. They learned fpeedily to

fell every place to the higheft bidder,’ unlefs when -

they had a favourite or dependent to gratify, which

" indeed, at bottom, was the fame thing. However,
they were foon made dupes to the fervants, for-

when the profit of this fale was found out, the o~

verfeers and archoverfeers gradually ufurped the

nomination to themfelves, and at laft, it came to -be

made an addition to the great and overgrown power

of the emperor.

It may eafily be fuppofed, thmgs were nowin a

fad




| [ 271
fad fimation, and they continyed fo, as tradition
and written records affure us, for many ages. The
lands lay uncultivated; the people were reduced to
the greateft mifery imaginsble; they were forrily
cloathed and worfe fed. No. body: profpered but
the fervants, or rather, oply the upper ranks of
them, the noble and honaurable fervants, the over-
feers and archaverfeers. To thefe indeed may be
added the idle and fpeculative fort, who were fett

led in hives, in the moft pleafant and fruitful val=

lies, in every province.  As for the poorer or loweft
clafs of fervants, who aually did any work for the
families, they were:as miuch oppreffed,. by this time,
#s their mafters  Their wages were mofily taken
up by lazy overfeers, or exhaulted by. heavy taxes
which they were obduﬂgcd to pay to thc empcror,
and his cqart ' )

\

CHAP 1Iv.

A terrible Bbw given to the Domination of the Ser, '

- vants; and pam'cular{y to t/u Power of the Em-
peror.

- IT appears to he a {28, 'tho’ not very well ac.
counted for by philofophers, that, when men
have been lang accuftomed to flavery, they hug
their chains, and becomie’fo blinded, as to pride
themfelves in their mifery itfelf. A poor peafant,
ina nenghbourmg country, whafe face is.pale with
~ hunger,

LW
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hunger, and his family fcarce covered with rags,
through the oppreflion of his prince, yet will be
very ready to venture his life in vindication of the
tyrant’s ‘honour, and count himfelf extremely happy
to lay it down in defence of his perfon. So it hap-
pened with the people under confideration. . They
were: {o deluded by thefe fervants, that, as .their
condition, fo their reafon itfelf was turned- upfide

~ down. 'They gloried in the ufurpation of the fer-

vants. over them, worfhipped them often as thcy
pafled, and ftoutly defended all them nghts ard pri-
vlleges. o

- 1f by. chance it happetied, (as therc were always

~ fome in every-age) that one thought fit to complain
- of the floth, debauchery, -avarice and tyranny of

the fervants; his brethrén immediately raifed a hi-
deous accufation agamﬁ him, and the ftupid people
generally joined in the cry. They immediately af--

fifted his fellow-fervants to feize him, to imprifon
him, and, according to the degree of his offence, to

- punif him. They firft, indeed, took the moft cha-

ritable pains to convince him of his error. If, upon
this, he was willing to recant, and folemnly to de-

" clare that the condu& of the fervants was admirable,

and the charaler of them all' unblameable, he was
difmiffed only with a good beating. But, if he was
obftinate, and infifted on telling the truth, he was
carried to a dreadful fubterraneous palace, -and,
there, put to the moft horrid and {hockmg tortures,
which at lcngth ended in dcath :

-HOW-_ .




[ 29 /]

- However, at laft, this myftery of iniquity got a

terrible blow. “ One. of the lower fervants, of ad

honeit heart, and a determined refolute temper, be-
ing ‘filled with indignation at the oppreffion which
the reft were guilty of, fet himfelf to open theeyes
‘of the publick, and expofe their wickednefs, - He
made :a full difcovery of all the frauds: he had any,
how been acquainted with, and {pared aot the.cor-

ruptién of the emperor’s court. Laying down only

this plain principle, that fervants were obliged ta pro=
mote; at all times, the real intereft of their mafters, he,
fet- the abominable condué of the covetous bloods
- fuckers in the moft odious light. Whenever he went
to a fair, or-other place of public concourfe, he would.
" getupon an eminence, and, in a long difcourfe, en-,
deayour: to roufe the people from their lethargy;
and inflame' them Wlth refcntment agamﬂ; their op-,
preflors.
This furnifhed his brethren. w:th an opportumty
of reprefenting him as a difturber of ‘the peace, and

loading him with innumerable calummes Many

wmults were raifed againft him, and he was often.

in imminent danger of his Jife. When he had nar- -

_ rowly efcaped being ftoned in publick, they would,
~ often hire defperadoes to affaffinate him in -private ;
- and, fometimes, attempted to bribe “his intimate

friends to take him off by poifon. Howeyer, by a.
mixture of bravery and caution in_himfelf, together

with the afliftance of fome faithful friends, who faw
how much he was promoting their intereft, or ra-
: D2 : . ther,
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ther, by a moft fingular providence, he was always

brought off fafe.. At lat, a few of the other fer- -

vadts joined him, aid they together opeded. thé
eires of feveral provinces of thé émpire. . "Thefs
eame: to 2 formal refolutiont of cafting off the yoke

of the emiperor, and fettling the fervints upon 8-

quite new, or rathér bringing them back to the old;
réafonable and natural foundation, .

This was fiot brought about without a-moft-vios

tent and pertinacious oppofition.  The emperor itns
tiediately {dunded the alatm, 4nd fet the fervans in
miotion throaghout all his dorinions. He eould noe

be fuppofed; indetd, to look apon foch. a. fcheme

with indifference; for it pliinty rended to ftrip him
of a great part of his revetiue 4nd power: .nor was
it eafy 10 fee where it would ftap. He ' therafors
ctied out againft it with all his might, Hé fent 6ut
a proclamation, in which he affirmed, that i¢ ftruack.
againft the veéry being of fervants, and that thie de-
fign was no lefs than to éxterminate thém from the
face of the earth. He reprefented it as the moft
ugnatural thing that ever was heard of. Thit
lthcre had been fometites qonfpiracies of fervants a-

gainft-their mafters, but a joint confpiracy of mia-

fters againft their own férvants, and of fervanes -
gainft their fellow-fervants, was abfolutely without

precedent. He concluded with a folemn execre.

tion, devoting all who fhould contjnue in this rebel-
lion to compleat and irretrievable ruin.

The confequence of -this was a civil war in the

‘ kingdom.

. 3
N\«“—"’":"‘“'—A——pfﬁ”»’—r,,”’ R o R . :
. 4 ' h N L e



[ 3t ]

kingdom. Many battles were fought, in which there
was a dreadful flaughter on both fides, and multi-
tudes taken prifoners, who were none of them ufed
very well. The emperor indéed, dnd his court had a
mahifeft advantage, by long practice; in devifing the
moft exquifite methods of révenge and. cruelty,
. But, to fhorten my narrative, afrer many violent
and and bloody difputes, as well as ufelefs confe-
rences, at laft fome provincss agreéd to keep the
old way, and fome eftablifhed the netw.  Pardicular-
ly, in one. Northern proviiice there way, at the
timé of the change, a mioft excellent method and
ordet eftablifhed with regard.to the fervanes
They ti6t only renouticed the authotity of the em-
peror ;- But all ovetfeers, arehioverfeers, audicors;
controllérs, aecountants, keepers of records and o-
ther unneceflary offieers Were banifhed at once: and
‘none fuffered to continue but ufeful working fer.
vants, ‘The fpeculative drones were expelied, and
their lands given to perfons of rank and:worch: in
the provitice; ‘That regulation was aboliflied, as ex<

tremely perhicions, which permitted lords or greae

men to mme fervadts w others, fo- that every fux
mily chofe fuch as beft pleafed chemfelves, and fach
as were well qualified for the bufined for which
they were hired. ‘The exorbitane inereafe of their
wages was reduced, es well as all extravagant per-

quifites, and only a moderate provifion continued

and fectled,
. CHAP
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P N o T Mv;“"kw_'_n.u&,-

[ 32 ]
CHAP V.

Some account of the Reformed Eftablifbment, in a
- Northern Province; and the happy cffeits that
ﬁlla'wed upon it for a time. It begzm bowgver
agam to degmerate : L

THE pcoplc of this provmcc were now fo fully

, convinced of the terrible confequences of the .
late ufurpation, that they refolved to ufe all pof-

fible precautions, to prévent the return of corrup-
tion for the future. In this the fervants themfelves

- feemed to concur very heartily, .and were, apparent-

Iy, animatedivi;h a warm zeal againft the wogthleﬁs
part of their own order, Many excellent rules

were laid down in the meetings of the corporation. -
~They were ordered under the fevereft penalties'to *
apply themfelves diligently. to their bufinefs; to live,

fober, grave and mortified lives; to forbear all rant-
ing, junketing and gaming. 'They were forbid all
travelling abroad, or wandering from their families,
but upon urgent occafions, and with leave afked and

given. If any were convi¢ted of dithonefty, lazi- )

nefs, or difobedience, 'they. were not only difmiffed,
but ftript of their clothes, branded in their fore-

‘heads, and declared utterly mcapablc of ever being

again employed.
The greateft ftriGtnefs 1magmable was_ ufed in

of

B T ae e e~
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of bufinefs for which they were hired; and very di-
ligent enquiry made into their chara&er for honefty
and fincerity. - When they were introduced to any
family, they were taken folemnly bound by a tre-
mendous oath, to have the good of the family al-
ways at_heart; and’ that they {hould never do any
thing, direttly or indire@tly, that might tend to'its
prejudice. - But above all, there was a firi&t law
made, and declared to be unalterable, that no fers

vant thould be forced upon’ any family againft their

will: - In order.tofecure, in the moft effeGual man~
ner, . the' execution:of thefe laws, it was refolved;
that, in the government -of the corporation, there
~ fhould be joined with the fervants certain perfons of

the moft ‘prudent fort from:'thie fimilies, . Thefe -

were called helpers, they:hadnofallaries, ‘but being
faturally a fort of teptéfentatives of the people, it
was cxpc&ed they WOuld umverfally fupport thexr
mtereﬁ o -

- Fora Iong timé this province was' exceedmg hap-
py in their reformed conftitution. The moft perfe®
harmony fubfifted ‘between mafters and fervants.
The work of the fervants feemed to be a- pleafure
to them, and, on the other hand, the members of
every family feemed to- vie with one ahother who
fhould treat their fetvants with the greateft tender-
nefs and humanity.  Oncé or' twice there was an

- attempt made. to introduce overfeers and ‘archover-

feers among them, from a neighbouring province

which had retained thefe officers, tho’ they would

not
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not fuffer tham to be fubje@t to the emperor,
However, the people thowing a proper. fpirit, they
were fill thrown out, All this time matters went
oo exceeding well, the fields were affiduonily culti+
vated, and brought every year immenfe craps; and
plenty :as well 8s well as harmony was every whcrs
wbefeen. -

. But alas, . after a lﬂﬂg faafon»of peace aad qmct;
thmgs began td alter for the worfe.: Ambition, a-
varice and luxury, would: not be kept .t by ‘the
~ banithment of the old ‘titles. ~They found a way

of introducing -themfélves, under cover of the form
that then prevasd, ‘withont any apparent change;
The moft importsnt. fiep towards bringing this a-
bout, was re-eftablithing she Jaw which impowered
grest men te nominate ferysats to inferior famjlics.
"This wes fubmitted to the more edfily, bacaufe they
only nominated them to the falary, provided, that
the corporation fhould think proper to intreduce
them to the family. For this purpofe, the moft fa-

cred laws required an invitation from the family it-

felf, But the young fervants fopn beggn to find,
that it was far cafier for many of them to play the
parafite or fycophant about great mens houfes, that
they might procure 3 writ of nomipation, than to
acquire 2 good repuation for diligence in their
work. . That was .the road, therefore, in which
the greateft part of them travelled to preferment.
. Many and fierce were the ftruggles, for feveral
mrs. in the mgetings. of the corporation about in-

troducing




[ 35 1]

troducing Tervants to families. As all the laws rev
quired aa invitation from the family, when any per-
fon was nominated, & meighbouring court would
fend a deputation to the family, to afk them whe-
ther they would take fuch a one for their fervant or
not. Sometimes they wheedled and flattered, and
fometimes threatened them, if they would pot com«
~ ply. If any confented, their names were fet down
~ three or four times, to fwell the number; if any
were angry and fpoke impertinently, they were
- fuppofed to be out of their fenfes, aud incapable of
judging. After thefe arts were ufed they would
fic down gravely to determine the matter, and
Fixp, that there was in this inftance a moft agree-
able and harmonious invitation. ,

It is impeffible to help fmiling, when one refleéts
upon the various methods ufed in- conduding this
bufinefs. Sometimes they could not get a fingle
perfon in a houfe to accept of the fervant who had
been nominated. When this happened, they ufed .

~ to fend for all the relations of the family, even the
moft diftant coufins, and afk their confent, which
was eafily obtained, becaufe it was nothing to them
whether the family were well ferved or ill. 'When
they had obtained it, if a complaint was made, they
endeavoured to prove by very ingenious reafonings
that thefe diftant relations had as good u title to in-
¥ite a fervant as any perfon -whatever. Matters
however drove on very heavily for a while; but in

order to facilitate them, many gentlemen of eftates,
E o who
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* who knew not much. either about fervice ot fer>
vants, procured themfelves to be chofen to the. of-
* fice of helpers. .Not that they helped to do any
thing; but, getting in to be members of the courrs
of the corporatien, they contributed to provide fer-
vants in places. - By this means many were provided
with a piece of bread, who had been poor fneaking

fellows, and had followed them in their youth; in"

hunting, fithing, and other diverfions, °

- Such was the fitnation of affairs when my informer
went into the country, amd, as the cafe was very fin-
gular, the reader may eafily guefs how much it en-

gaged his attention. He refided chiefly in this

Northern province, and, therefore, his remarks
were moftly confined to what happened among
them." Tt would be endlefs to mention all that he
told me, but the principal-obfervations fhall be com-
municated. to the world in the following chapters. |

CHAP VL

Of the great impropr;etj often feen in the appoint-

ment of fervants; and the fentiments of the inba-
. bitants on that [ubjecl. .

THERE is commonly, in every fociety, fome
-4 .radical principle which governs and modifies
- the reft, and gives a tincture to all the meafures
that are carried on,. Whatever be - their particulas

fub_,e& or fecmmg intention, In the cafc before

us,
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us, the fundamental error appears to have been-
the power of nomination which was given to great-
men;* The confequence of this was, an exceflive:
impropriety in the appointment of fervants to diffe-
rent:families, If a poer ordinary -family wanted a-
houthold fervant, fometimes a lord would fend them -
" a foreign cook out of -his.own kitchen. This fel-
low wonld fpeak fuch minced broken language, that -
they could not underftand him; and the meat he-
drefled for therm they could not endure to look up-
on. ' When they defired - him to provide plain folid
food, fuch as they had been in ufe to eat, and in-
fufficient quantity to fill their - bellies, he would-
ferve them up-a courfe of flimfy dithes, finely gar-,
nithed, but entirely difguifed, fo that the poor peo-
ple cauld not imagine what they contained. 1If at
any time they made complaint of this, he triumph-
ed- over their clownith ignorance and unrefined-
tafte, and would offer to prove, to the fatisfaion of
all men’ of fenfe, that he perfe@ly underftood his-
art. . ] . . . .
In innumerable fuch inftances they went intirely:
in the face of common fenfe, in the choice and ap-:
_ pointment of fervants.. Sometimes if a family wanted-
a plowman or a gardiner, they would fend them a-
huntfman, or a running footman. - If a confiderable;
merchant wanted a book-keeper, they would. fend:
him a ftupid ignorant fellow who could-neither write
nor read. For this prepofterous conduét there was.
no remedy. -The great men counted-the right of

E 2 © nomi -




[ 381
nomination as a precious jewel, which no eonfidera«
tion coul.induce them to part with, And' as the
power of determination, in all difputed cafes, lay in

courts compofed of fervants, they ftrenuoufly fup-

_ported the moft unreafonable appointments, This

was nawrally to be expe@ed, becaufe 2 contrary
cendu@ would have beer a: filent' impeachment of
many of themfelves, as tnfit fot' uheu' prefenv fta.
tions.

had happened in a former age, many loved to have
itfo. The people of better rank, and thoft who
would be thought to be of better rank, by an-unac.
ocountable fafcination, not only approved but admired
thefe meafures. To allow families, they faid, to
choofe fervants for themfelves, would be a fource of
endlefs confufion, but that the prefent was phinly
" afimple, rational, uniform and peaccable method of
proceeding. It was a common and fathionable to-
pick of converfation to' defpife the folly and impu-
dence of. the common people, who had always a
ftrong inclination. to choofe their own fervants, 4nd
Jooked with a very evil epe upon thofe who were
thus billeted upon them againft their wills. If any
perfon, in: 2 company, had but fignificd that he
thought this cendu& inconfiftent with equity or
good policy, ke was not thought fit to be reafoned
~ with, but a great and loud laugh was immedi~
ately raifed againf¥ him, fo that he was not only
put to filence, but te coufufion. Nay, there were
not

- Befides, it happencd in this cafe; as I abferved |

-
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not wanting many who affirmed, “that no body
could be fincerely of that opiniom, but that it was
anly pretended, fram bafe and finifter. views.
I muft obferve here, that when my informer was
on this part of the fubje&l, which indeed he often.
refomed, as what had made a greit impreffion upon
. his own mind, I could not help again difcovering
-warks of aftonithment. I told him, I very well
. knew the abfurdities of which the humian mind is
capable, ‘yet this feemed to be the moft incredible

of any thing that I had ever read or heard of ;- that .

it fhould be laughed down as a ridiculoys notion,
that families ought to be at liberty to choofe their
own fervanes. On this he was not a little offende
ed, and fpeaking with fome acrimony, fays, ¢It
¢ was to gratify your curiofity, fir, that, in this and
“ former converfations, I have given an account of
- ¢ my obfervations in forgign countries. If you de-

“fire to hear no more, I fhall be whally filent; bur

¢ give me leave to fay, that the treatment which
-¢ we travelless meet with when we return home, is
¢ at once unreafonable and ungrateful. If we tell
¢ you things that are common, you look upon them
¢ as infipid and trifling; and, if we tell you things
¢ that are quite ew and furprifing, you let us
¢ know, with grear good masners, that you do not

¢ believe us.
- Then aftcr 2 little paufe,  pray fir,) fays he
¢ how many nations are there in Europe, Afia or A-
‘ frm, who think themfelves at liberty to choofe
. _¢ their
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¢ their own prine, or to bring-him to an account™

¢ for oppreflion or bad government.”, ‘Truly, faid.
I, I believe not above five or fix. ¢ Well then,”.

~ fayshe, “If, perhaps, fifty to oné of mankind. have

¢ thought it a fin or folly for them to choofe their
¢ own'mafters, is it modeft in you to fufpet my vera-

“ city, wheri I tell you of one nation, where it be- ,

¢ came fafhionable to think .that they ought not to
¢ chufe their own fervants.’ R

¢ But, to come a litde clofer to the point, fays
v he," “are you not a member of the fele& fociety in

E---h  Tam, and glory in it as a'moft honour-
able’ diftin&tion. < Have you not taken agriculture
‘ under your patronage?” Undoubtedly; and by
what means-can we better promote the intereft of

~ the public? ¢ By none, I admit. But fuffer me to,

‘proceed with my- interrogatories. Have you
¢ bought any Jand with the profits of your improve-

¢ ments?” Not yet. They are but in their infancy,

and have coft-me a great deal of expence. ¢ Are

¢ the crops of improvers generally better than thofe N

¢ of other people?” I cannot fay they .are. - ¢ You
* ought,’ fays he; ¢ to"have confefled 'that they. are.
* commonly . worfe ; for, ‘according’ t6 my -obferva-
“tion, the mark of an improver is not to have a
¢ good crop, but .to be able to give a-ratiomal and
¢ philofophical account how he came to. have a bad
“one. ‘But have you not alfo encouraged a man to
¢ write books and read leGures upon agriculture,
¢ who-made himfelf a beggar by putting it in prac

¢ tice?™
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¢ tice?’ Perhaps. it ‘may be fo, but he underftood

the theory. ¢ How came you to believe that he

« underftood the theory? Alas! alas! fir, abfurdities
¢ coming into fafhion is not fo rare a thing at home,
¢ as to entitle you to doubt the truth of my narra-
¢ tive, when I told 'you of the miftakes and defuﬁon
¢ of a certain people abroad.”

I confefs I was never more nettled at any thing,

than at this unexpe&ted attack upon the laudable at-

tempts among us, of late, to improve our native
country. To compare thém with the monftrous
conduét of the unpolithed American people deferi-
bed in this book, was unfufferable, I ¢ould ndt,
therefore, let the matter drop, but told him, alf that
you-have faid, {ir, might eafily be anfwered; how-
ever, not to fpend time upon it at prefent, what do

-you think of, or what have you to fay againft the

excellent and rational tra&s ‘which have been pub-
lithed by private gentlemen of fortune among us,
upon agriculture ? Do they not contéin the cleareft
arithmetical calculations, of the profit to ‘arife’ from

the method laid down? ¢ I fay,” anfwered he; ¢ they

« are all what the lawyers call felo de fe, and totally

¢ inadmiffible”  Your reafon, pray. ¢ My feafon!

¢ why, truly, 1 have more reafons thanone.: In the
¢ firft place, they always put me in mind of a quack
¢ do&or with his catholicon. They have but one re-

¢ medy for all difeafes. A gentleman happéns to be

¢ ftruck with fome new theoretical principle, and im-
¢ mediately falls to work, runs down every thing
: ¢ elfe,

“r
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‘¢ elfe, and applies this wonderfal difcovery to alf

¢ purpofes, all foils, and all feafons, You know what
¢ enthufiafts the horfe hoers and pulverifers are.
¢ Many of them are clearly of opinion, that dung is

¢ prejudicial to ground, as ferving ouly to engender
¢weeds. 1 was once quite of this opinien myfelf,
¢ and found no other difficulty in it, than hew gentle-
‘ men and farmers would get quit of their dung,
¢ which, not being returned to the ground in the
¢ way of .manure, muft foon grow up to an enor-
¢ mous, and at the fame time, moft naufeous and of-
¢ fenfive heap. When under thefe apprehcnﬁons, 3

¢ remember to have proje&ted a fcheme to be car-

¢ ried on by fubfcription, which would- have proved
¢ an effeftual remedy. The method was, to have
¢ plans taken of every county, in which the level
¢ fhould be marked, then canals to be carried thro’
¢ all the low grounds, and fmaller du@s drawn from
¢ every gentleman and farmer’s houfe, terminating in
¢ thefe canals, which, by the help of a colle&tion of
¢ rain water at every houfe, would, at certain feafons
¢ of the year, carry away the whole dung, and at laft
¢ empty it into the fea. The expence of this fcheme

" ¢ would, indeed, have been very confiderable; but

¢ the great advantages to be reaped from it, I appre«

¢ hended, would foon convince every body of its uti- = -

¢ lity. Now, however ridiculous fuch a fcheme may
¢ be, I am fully convinced it would have been put in

, « pradice in a certain county, if it had not been for
« thc incorrigible ob{hnacy of the common people.

<] am




[43]

v am alfo of opinion, that it would have fucceed-

* ed, and that dung would have been wholly banifh= -

ted in a fhort time.” This would havé happened,
* not only by the help of the canals, but the crops
¢ would have been fo thin and f{piritual, that the
¢ cattle whe fed upon them would have pafled very
*little of a grofs or excremental natures

".¢I fhall not trouble you, continued he, at this
* time, ‘with any more of my reafens but one. It
¢ feems highly incredible that; if the new fchemes
¥ of agricultire were fo prefitable as their authors

¢ give out, they would be fo generous as to difcover
- them gratis to the publick, and even prefs the faid

¢ publick to aecept of them. It is more probable

. « they would keep them as a fecret in their own fa-

¢ milies, till their excellence were difcovered by
« their vifible effecs. 1 know a manufacturing town,

¢ where, if any man falls upon a method of workin .
* or a fabrick of goods, that is likely to bring a good
* profit, he is {o far from prefling it upon his neigh-

v‘ bours, that he ufes every poflible precaution to

: .‘ keep it to himfelf. On the other hand, his neigh- |
,‘ bours are as inquifitive as he is fecret; and com-
¢ monly both difcover: and imitate it in a very little -

¢ time. There is a dlfpoﬁnon in ‘mankind to refift
¢ what is forced upon them, and to leave no method

¢ uneflayed to come at what is mduﬁnouﬂy placed
< out of their reach.

¢ I would, therefore, humbly recommend it toalt
-« improvers, to give over talking upen the fubjedt,

¢ and

Lf
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¢and to fall heartily about putting their rules in
¢ pradtice; and, I can promife them, that, if they
* be fuccefsful, it will not be long before they will

¢ be quite common.  Or, let every perfon who dif- -

* covers a noftrum in agriculture, apply to the go-

* vernment for a patent that no body ‘may be fuffer-

¢ ed to ufe it except himfelf, and thofe who fhall pay
" ¢ him fufficiently for the ingenuity of his-invention,
¢ I can.affure you, fir, that if I had faid to the peo-
¢ ple whom I left a few years ago, that I knew a
¢ nation, where it was common for benevolent per-

* fons to pointout to them plain, eafy, cheap and |

¢ certain methods of growing rich, but they would
* not be perfuaded to ufe them, I would have had
¢ the fame compliment paid me, . which you were
* pleafed to pay me fome time ago, that I was tak-
¢ ing the privilege of a traveller.’

I fhall not trouble the reader with faying how
far 1 was convinced by this reafoning, only it made
me refolve to be entirely filent, as to any further
- particulars I fhould learn concerning the corporation
- -of fervants, how ftrange and unaccountable foéver

~ they might be. Having, therefore, brought this

unavoidable digreflion to a clofe, we proceed with
the hiftory. L

CHAP.

1

——
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CHAP VIL

Great partiality in the trial of Servants, and uncer-
tainty in the characlers given of them.

A

IF the reader rccolle&s what was faid in the pre- °

ceding chapter, it is probablc he will be furpri-
fed, that the corporation, with the powers given
them, did not, for their own credit, look better in-
to the qualifications of fervants.- Since it was in
their power to licenfe them or not, it may be fup~
pofed they would take effe@ual care, that no infuf-
ficient perfon fhould be admitted: But it is to be
obferved, that fo foon as the method of fixing fer-
vants, upon the nomination of lords or-great men,
came to be again in ufe, the trial of their fufficiency
turned to a mere farce. There might be fome de-
gree of integrity found in one court; but, in fuch
a cafe, the candidate had nothing to do but apply to
another, where he would find, perhaps, a fet of raf-
cally fellows who were athamed of nothing. To

what a degree of boldnefs they ventured to proceed,.

may be feen from the following account of what li-
~ terally happcncd

A certain court was going upon \ the examination
of a young man, who defired to have a certificate that
he was fully accomplithed as a fervant, and particular-
ly well fkilled in the cuktivation of land. A grave
and antient member afked him, Pray, fir, what iz

F2 .
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the beft way of plowing hard ftiff land? 4n/ By run-
ning a wheel-barrow over it. The examinator was
highly offended with the abfurdity of the anfwer, .
and fthewed plainly in his countenance a mixture of
furprize and indignation. But another member of
court, being of a meck and gentle temper, and a
great enemy to feverity, thought proper to inter-
pofe. He fays to his brother, My dear fir, the
young man is modeft and bafhful, which in itfelf is
a moft amiable difpofition, tho’ it hinders him from
anfwering fo diftin&tly, as were to be wifhed.
Then, turning to the candidate, he fays, I dare fay,
fir, you know well enough that a wheel-barrow can-
not plow land, becaufe it will not enter into the foil,
nor open it fufficiently. Muft not hard ftiff land be
broken and pulverifed, in order to make it fruitful ?
Anf. Yes, fir.

Then the firft rcfumed his examination. Now,
pray fir, Can you tell me how deep land ought to
be plowed when it is well done? He, tho’ quite ig-
norant of the fubje&®, being naturally a man of
mettle and acutenefs, imagined, from what he had
heard, that the deeper the better, and immediately
anfwered, fix yards. On this his examinator fell in-
to a violent paffion, and faid, How have you the im-
pudence, fir, to afk us to inftal you as'a plowman,
when you know nothiag of the matter? Was there
ever fuch a thing heard or feen, fince the beginning
of the world, as plowing land fix yards deep? or
what conception could you have, in your own mind,

' : of
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of the poffibility of the thing? ‘You ought to have
a fentence paffed againft you, wholly mcapatxtatmg
you for any place in this country.

“The noble and generous fpirit of the candidate
was roufed by this (evere treatment, fo, he replied ;

.Pray fir, do you imagine that, in this 1mproved age,

the fervants of the eftablithed corporation - are
brought up to a thorough knowledge of the feveral
branches of ‘bufinefs, for which the falaries are ap-
pointed? For my own particular, -you ought not to
be furprized that I could not tell you how land

* fhould be plowed, for F never faw a plough in my

life. -How, when, where and by whom were you
educated then? fays the other in amaze. An/f I
ferved an apprenticefhip in a toy thop. Very well,
fays the examinator, blefled, pretious, happy, im-
proved times! I have no more to add, 1-give up
the examination to any body that pleafes.

- When this difcontented zealot had dropt the difs
cou:fe, fome other moderate trien afked him a few po-
lite and fathionable queftions, fuch as, what is the

- genteeleft lining for a red coat? ‘in what ‘manner

thould you prefeut a glafs of wine to a lord, and how
to a farmer? whether is hunting or fithing the pleas
fanteft diverfion? whether fhould the fervants or the
children of a family have the beft lodging, diet, &c.?
after a few minutes had been fpent in this manner, it
was carried by a great majority that he had anfwer-

‘ed extremely well, and was, in every refpe&, a

moft accomplifhed fervant. .
It
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It was ufual for the fervants to carry certificates
with them, from the inferior courts of the corpo-
ration, wherever they went; but if any man had
trufted to thefe certificates, he would have found
himfelf miferably miftaken. They had taken up a
“principle, that a man might atteft any thing to be
true, which he did not. know to be falfe. On this
principle, for a proper confideration, a vagrant fel-
lIow, of whom they knew little or nothing, would
eafily obtain a c:ruﬁmte, declaring him to be a
compleat fervant for every branch of bufinefs, and
in particular, an admirable cook, gardiner, or what-
ever elfe he himfelf defired to be fpecified. If, up-
on trial, he was found totally deficient in any of
the branches mentioned, and complaint was made to
the court who certified for him, they thought they

were fully excufed if they could fay that, upon their

honour, they knew nothing about him, and were
wholly ignorant whether he was a good fervans or
a bad. On all fuch occafions they ufed to launch
out in praife of charity, and alledge, that every

man had a right to another’s good word, as far as it -

would go, unlefs he had forfeited it by fome parti-
cylar and known mifdemeanor,

 CHAP
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. CHAPR VIL |
Servants of different charadlers. A .féetcb k?f tbe

good and bad.  The inveterate batred qf tbe bwd,
againft the gaod N K

' HOwever general the corruptxon was, thé tcad-
er is not to imagine that all fervants were of
the fame chara&er, or behaved in the fame manher;
* There were ftill fome, here and there, who aéted
in a manner fuitable to their: ftation, who minded
their bufinefs, who loved their. mafters, and were
beloved by them. Thefe made as great a firaggle
as they could ta keep matters right in the meetings
of the corporation, tho’,-commonly, with very m-
different fuccefs.. The oppofite principles and con-
du& of the two forts may be lcamed from :hc
following particulars. .~ - - ]
They differed, foto calo, in their veryprofcﬂiomand
manner of fpeaking. ' The modern fathiomable par-
ty affirmed, that coutage . and: felf-fufficiency, ought
10 be the leading. chara&ter of a fervant. That he
rought always to be’ fpeaking in'praife of his own
deeds. Thart he ought never.to allow of any error
“or miftake in' hi¢ behaviour; but, on the contfary,
to infit that he deferved the higheft approbatmn. \
Who i obliged, faid they, to fpeak well of a man
who fpeaks #l of himfelf? can there be any thing
‘more pufilanimous, than for'a fervant to- be always
. .Con-
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confefling that he can do very little to any purpofe,

On the other hand, the honefter fort of fervants
declared, that they thonght p‘nde\and ‘confidence
were in themfelves hateful, and quite intolerable
in fervants, ~That they thould not make high pre-
tenfions, left they fhould be brought but to the
greater fhame; that they fhould acknowledge the
great imperfe&tion of . every thing they did, and
expe& to be rewarded, not for the. worth or value
of their fervice, but from the goodncfs and mdul'
gence of their mafters. :

Tc was curious to obferve the different effets of
thefe principles. Thofe who fpoke in the higheft
terms of their own qualifieations, were always the
moft negligent and the moft unfaithful. They grudg-

ed every thing they did, and laid hold of innumer- -

able pretences for fhortening their hours of labour,
and procuring days of relaxation. —1If, at any time,
one of them had done a piece of WOrk in a tolerable
manner, he could hardly be brought to do any
more for two days; but was whelly taken up in-ad-
miring his own ingenuity, and commending it to all
who would take the pains to lten to him. On the
contrary, the humble and felf-denied were always
bufy, applied themfelves to their duty with the ut-
moft care and affiduity, and thought they could ne-
ver do enough. 'They never once called in quefti-

| on the hours of labour, but confideted the neceflity

' of the family, or the. importance of the work they

were engaged in. When any body happened. to

- -commend
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coriménd one of thertt for his dxhgeuce, he intreat
éd them to forbear fuch difcourfe, for he was very
fenfible hie had not donz the thoufandth parc of
what he otight to have done.

Men carhe to bé fo fenfible of the differént effeds
of théfev principles, that dlmoft évery family earneftly
withed to have fervants of the felf-denying chara&ter,
and perfetly hated the other. If they entered in-
" to converfation with 2 an unknown fervant, they were
particularly attentive to the ftrain of his difcourfe,
and, though he were upon his guard, would. with
great fagacity penetrate his fentimients. But, alas!
thiis ferved very little purpofe; for, if he had inte-
reft to procure a writ of nomination, thcy were o0-
bliged to receive him, and then being fixed in the
faddlé, he iade a full difcovery both of hls prin-
ciples and pradice.”

- Nothing was more remarkable than the rancorous
haired which the felf-fufficient bore to the humble.
fervants; efpecially ‘fuch as fhowed the moft re-
_ markable diligence in their woik.. They fpr ad
flandets agaiiift thém withiout number. 'They ufed’
t6 go dboiit with iidefitigable diligence, among the
gtedt men, and domihators to the eftablithed fala-
ries, to exifperate thieir minds agamﬁ them, and
prevent theéir fettlémént or promotion. They re=
prefented them 48 a fét of poor, filly, fneaking,
fpiritlefs fellows, who, for no other end than to
thtow an oditnx on the more free and generous liv-
ers, would work longer than ufual. For the fame

TR G . reafon
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reafon, it was prctcnded that, when the reft werq
at their pafhme, running, jumping, or cudgel play-:
"ing, then to be fure, thefe hypocrites would be
driving a ftake, or pruning 2 tree about a farm, or
picking weeds from a garden or field of. corn.

They reprefented them, alfo, (which was indeed-
partly true,) as acquiring a ftiff ruftick air, by often

~ ftooping, and habitual application to their work.

" Neither were they wanting in executing their re-
venge againft their enemies themfelves, whenever
an opportunity offered. If two or three of the
loofer fort met, by chance, one of thie induftrious in

“a folitary place, or going of an errand, they curining~

ly folicited him to join with them in fome diverfion,
for example, blind-man’s-buff, or ay other. If he
complied, they all confpired againt him, and drub-
bed him heartily; and, after they had done fo,
- one was immediately difpatchied to inform againft
hiim, and Iet the family he Belonged to know how
he had been {pending his time, fo that he was no
better than his neighbours. Whenever they difco-
vered a fervant in a field after the ufual time of la-
boar, they would get behind the hedges and pelt
him unmercifully with ffones, fo that he returned
home, not only fatigued with his work, but fevere-
ly fmarting with the wounds he had received.

Such was not only the condu& of individuals, but
the very fame fpirit prevailed in the meetings of
the corporation, from the loweft to- the higheft.

Nonc met with o fevere treatment from them as

honeﬁ
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honeft induftrious fervants, who were beloved in
the families where they were placed; neither was
there any crime fo heinous as being more d:hgcnt
L than the generality of other férvants. If any fami-
ly accufed a fervant of pilfering, negligence, drun-
kennefs, or wantonnefs among the fnaids, thefe were
all human infirmities, no way atrocious in their na-
ture, They were alfo hard to be afcertained ; fo
that it was almoft impoffible to bring a proof of the
falts to the fatisfaction of the court. But, if one
happened to be accufed: of. doing any uncommon fer=
“vice to the family at their defire, or working when
> others were allowed to play, ’this was high treafon
againft the conftitution; and he was condemned

without mercy, and fomcnmes without hearing.
- But, of all the crimes of this fort, the moft un-
pirdonable was whatever tended to impeach the
wifdom, or weaken the authority of the annual
megtings of the corporation. When an inferior
court was ordered to introduce a fervant into a fa-
mily who had refufed to receive him, fometimes a
member or two would humbly reprefent, that the
terms of the oath appeared to them abfurd and pro-
phane, ‘in that inftance, and beg to be excufed.
Whenever this happened, they were dragged as de-
linquents to the bar, rated and abufed, ftript and
branded, declared infamous, and incapable even of
repentance. It was many times affirmed in the ge-
PN neral meeting, that no man could be gunlty of a
crime which, fo much as, approached in guilt to
G2 that
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¢hat of difparagipg the authonty of the corpmuog
of fervants.
I mutt take this opporrunity of acquamtmg he
rcgdqr with a ftory that ha.ppe,ned, 3 few years bes

fore my informer left the country.” Oge of the ferr

yants, who was a great oppo(cr of the prevailing
meafures, ﬁndmg his brethren to be deaf 10 ferious
reafoning, fcll upon a fingular device, Being pofleflt
of 2 vein of humour, and knowing a little of the apt
of gamtmg ‘he drcw 2 pifure of the droll ox ludxs
crous kind, in. which, by nigmatical chara&crs, he
rcprcfented the varioys impefitions of the f«:rvagts
in general. . He alfo took off the likenefles. of thg
principal and moft adtive leaders of the Cosporation,
and put them in the moft comgical poftures i lmagm-
able. Here was to be feen a fcllow capcrmg snd
dancing in a garden all full of chds, and his inftry=
ments lymg bcﬁde him, qlutc grown aver with ruft
-----Another carrymg a bajkc; over his arm, - mth
the fign of a Pmc apple in his hand, and a paffen-
ger, on examining the cor;tcnts, finds nothing bug
ftinking fith, and flops his nofe-----A great bloated
fellow, fwelled like a tun, challepgmg the whole
country to rup a rage. with hlm-----\Appthgr hurry
ing away a girl into a corner, 3nd coveriog her with
his frock.-----Thefe, and many others, he drew ig
: fuch a manner, as clearly to expofq their knavery
gnd oftentation. -

This picture was ftuck up, m thc mgh;-nmc,
" near a pubhck road leading to a great town.  As

the .
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the. perfons were 21k very well known, it is ngy te
be imagined: what entertainment it afforded ta the
people. Na bady conld ook upon it withour lapgh

- ing: and, when ever any of the fervants, hogoured

with 3 place in it; Were feen upen the ftreets, she
boys gathered about them in crowds,, and,: 39, thsir
upfpeakable mortification; mimicked the paftugesia
wluch they had been reprefented, - Copies in.mink
ature were taljen of -this parformance, 3nd keptin
many familics; fo that, whengver the fervants wese
in ill.humaur, they would pul] wt the dmugbaggd
bold.it in theireye, =~
The fury and refentment of the (ermt& pruhs
publication of this piecs, is not ¢a-be conesivad
The author had. done it with fo much cantion sod
fecrecy, that they conld pot get him legally convifk-
¢d. - However, they either difcoyered, oF-asdead
 thaught they had difcovered who he was, and eak:
played themfelves night and day, in devifing: me
thods of revenge. - Above all; that nalucky follow,
who had been. reprefented foliowing the gitl, -#es
fo tranfported, with rags, that.he learca. ever xe
- turned tp his sight fenfes, He had' been. fomiething
of a draughtfmgg himfelf, fa he. fet abet making-s
pi&ure in ridicule of the induftrious fervants; but,
cither the thing itfelf was fo difficult, or he pro-
ceeded with fo much rage and trepidation, that it
was a perfe& caricatura, and his friends prevailed
with him to fupprefs it.
The poor authar, in the mean time, was oblxged
) : to .
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to be conftantly upon his guard, as there was always
a fet"of defperadoes lying in wait for-him, arined
with clubs, and fully determined to beat his brains
out, if they could catch him in a proper place.

the mean time, they all agreed in telling lies tpon
him without ceafing.- They affirmed, that no body'
but a compleat rafcal could be capable of fuch a ‘per-
formatice ; that to'betray fervants to their maftérs
was, -at any rate, a malicious trick; but, that for a
férvant to laugh -at his fellow fervaqts, and fet other
people a laughing -at thém too, was the cleareft de=
monttration of a depraved heart. It was ten years

after the fa& was committed, that my informer left

the country; and he declared that their refentment
had not abated in the Jeaft degre: a circumftance
which, I obferved, had made a deep impreffion up-
on his'mind; fo that hé would often-fay, From the
fury 'of an enraged fervanit, good Lord deliver me.
He alfo told’me, .that he was convinced by ‘this ex-
exumple, that witand humour was a talent unfpeak-

ably prejudicial to the pofleflor; and therefore, if

ever he had a child, and .obferved in’him thé leaft
. tarn that way, he would apply hxmfelf with the uto
' llgft afﬁdulty to eradxcate it as a vice. :
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pi¢ure, and plainly fhowed that, tho’ the reproof

['si]

. CHAPIX

Tbe carel [ng’.'r of Servants in their work. 4 curis
. ous debate in a . certain fafmb', wbzcb yfued n
. mtbmg.

T wil be eaﬁly perccwed from what has been

faid above, that-the greateft patt the .fervants’
were exceflively negligent. Thcy feemed to_have
two great obje@s. conftandy in view, and to.carry
them on hand in hand; the increafe of their wages,
and the diminution of .their labour. The.truth is,

* -however ftrange it may feem, thefe always bore an

exa&: proportion to one another, - Whenever a fer-
vant got -more wagés fettled upon him, he looked'

“upon it as a confequence, ‘that he fhould be more.

flothful than before. In the mean time, it was re=.
markable what ingenious and plaufible reafonings
they always fell upon to juftify their condudt. On

this fubjeét particularly they would fay, What is well:
done is foon done, A fmall piece of work, :execut-
ed as it ought to be, is'better than marring a

~ great deal, which is; worfe than idlenefs, -

. Inftead of any other general remarks, I fhall en-
tertain the reader with a curious example of their
ingenuity, in devifing excufes for their own negle&t.
"This happened in the family of a great man, about’
three years after the publication of the znigmatical

had
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had enraged them, it had contributed nothing to-
. reform them. Ona morring; almoft the whole fer»
‘vants of this family were gathered together in a
Jergo Hall, to confidér what.work it' wonld be proper
for them t fall about that day. A fervant who,
indeed, was not very well looked upon, as inclining
a lile to the fober induftrious kind, complained,
dhar there ‘had been: for & long time an intolerable
wegligence In keeplop the fences;” and excluding
frzyig .ot flrangé. cattle from their thafters
grounds. He therefore propofed, that they thould
immmediately go ia a body, drive out all dhe: ftratigs
caitle, withbut exception, that were in the facle-
fares, ahd mend up the ferices, which were now i
fo Yosry a condition. He told them, that théré
wore: tmny. firange catle pafturing where they
cught adt to be; particularly, that he hitefelf, not
an hour before, had feedi a large bull, wich a thiek
eck, and dull heavy eyes, but brodd fhsulders,
S joints, and a dank belly, which mude him fic fol
jumpiig: On this a difpute arofe, of whith the
- reader may mka the foﬂwmg Juﬁ anid faithful ac«
counti. .
One obferved, thn he conld not agree to thé
motion, Whicl proceeded from a petfon no way re-
markable for a good temper. © If cur brother would
«look a litle more at home, fays he, perhaps he
« would find lefs reafon for thefe fnarling complaints
“of the negligence of others. ‘The propofal is un-
‘kind 20d unbenewlcm. There thould be great
¢ for-
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« forbearance ufed in every fa;mly toward thcxr
¢ neighbours. No doubt there have been, and
# ¢ there will be, trefpafles upon both fides ; and there-
- s fore, 1 am humbly of opinion, that no notice fhould
¢ be taken of it at all.
A fecond then rifes up, and fpeaks to the follows
. ing effe@ I I thought that any good would fol-
¢ low upon What is now propofed, I fhould readily
< agree to it. I am perhaps as much attached to my
¢ mafter’s intereft as the perfon who made this mo-
¢ tion, notwithftanding all his fine profeffions; but
¢1 am perfuadcd it weuld' be altog’ether--in vaim,
'S * There is a ftrange difpofition, in beafts of all
' s kinds, to break into thofe places from which there
* #:is any attempt to keep them out; it would there-
¢ fore only iincreafe the evil it pretends to remedy.
s All perfecution, we know, belps the caufe of the
* perfecuted ; fo that, fuppofing one has made an
« encroachment at this time, if he were driven out,
“swe may depend upon it, -he would unmedmcly re-
£ nirn with twenty more at his heels.

- A third made a very fage and learned obfcrvan-
on. ¢ Take notice, fays he, what you are about to
¢do. There is more difficulty in it than you ap-
.« prehend.. Is there.not a very great fimilarity in
< colonr, fhape and fize, between our mafter's cattle
+ and hisineighbours? It would oblige us toa very
¢ ftriét and . particular . examination before we conld

4 o determine the ,pomt “This would create .fuch
“ dxﬁ'ercncc of opinien, fuch zeal and keennefsin c-
H _ ¢very
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« very one to fupport his own fentiments, that .we
¢ might fpend the whole time of our fervice before

< we could come to any conclufion. I acknowledge

‘it ®a fixed principle, that every beaft fhould be
¢ kept only on his own mafter’s grounds; but,

¢ hope-you will be fenfible, it is only a fpeculative -

¢ point which beaft belongs t one ' mafter, and

¢ which to another. On this fubje&, wife and good

¢ fervants have differed in all ages, and will dn&'er
"¢ to the end of the world.’

A: fourth delivered the followinig opinion. ¢ I

¢ cannot help being againft the motion, for a reafon

¢ that no body has yet taken notice of. I can af-

_¢fure you, from my certain knowledge, it would

¢ give great pleafure to the ftrange cattle them-
¢ felves, and, in particular to the bull who feems to
¢ have given occafion to the prefent debate. He
¢ has a vaft fatisfation in- being gazed upon and

¢ wondered' at, which would be the certain confe- .

« quence of this attempt, Befides, he is infefted

¢ with an inveterate itch, which gives him an infi-

~ ¢ nite pleafure in being driven through the gaps of
“ hedges, and being fcrubbed and clawed by the
¢ thorns i the paﬂ'age

A fifth faid, ¢ I am furprized to fee fo much time |

¢ {pent upon this ridiculous propofal. The author
¢ of itfeems to have forgot a fundamental law of the
¢ corporation, that no fervant fhould meddle with

‘ ¢ the- affairs of another family, or pretend to take
T the infpection or government of any beafts but

‘fuch *
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-4quch as belong to his own mafter. Now, fays he,
“ this is manifeftly the cafe in the prefent inftance;
“may, it is even implied in the propofal itfelf,
¢ which is, therefore, quite irregular and incompe-
-¢tent. If that bull does not belong to us, let his
¢« own mafter fend for him when he pleafes; we
¢ have nothing to do with him. Lct us mmd our
¢ own affairs,’.

Then rofe a fervant of ancient ﬁandmg, feveral
of his teeth having been loft by old age, who

bore a particular mark of his mafter’s favour. He |
was remarkable for making long fpeeches, of which

it was difficult to comprehend the meaning. After
fpeaking -about half an hour, quite unintelligibly,
he concluded thus. ¢ Brethren, I do not deny,
¢ that fuch a propofal as this might have done
¢ very well in former times, when the fences were
¢ almoft entire, and the offending ftrangers very few;
¢ but, at prefeat, it is quite -romantick and impof-
‘fible. Will any man ferioufly pretend, at this
- <time of day, when the hedges are almoft wholly
- ¢ broke down, and fo many encroachments on eve-
‘ry hand, to affirm, that none ought to continue
~ ¢in the inclofures but fuch as truly belong to our
¢ mafter. I am afraid his fields would make a

* very defolate appearance, for there would be few

¢ Jeft behind.’
Laft of all, one tells them in a few words, that
the debate was altogether idle; that there was a

miftake at the very bottom of the affair: for, by the

H2 ' ’bqﬁ
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. beft informition hé could procure, the' beaft in
" queftion was not a bull, but an ox. -
To fum up the matter, orie‘or other of thefe: va-
rious and cuntrzdlﬂnory reafons prevailed wpon 2
great majority, to come to this refolution, That i¢

- Wwas.not prudent or expedient; at this time, to egree

t the propofal; and, therefore, the intruders in
geaeral fhould be winked at, and that beaft in pars
txcular whether he weré bull or ox, fheuld ¢onti-
nue where he was.

CHAP X

Of the iribition bnd covetouﬁe_'/} eftbe ServdnKs, snd

the varions methods théy fell spon té gratify their
dbfires.

I Have obferved before, that the conftitution in

this province was framed with great ‘care, and
feemed pﬁmcularly calculated to. prevent ambition
and love of pre-eminence. For this reafon, they
cftablithed a parity ameng the fervants, and took
every meafure they could think of, to prevent the
introdu&ion of overfeers and archoveifeers. By this
time, however, the fervants had net only degenes

rated in point of fidelity and diligence; but had

made grea: encroachments upon the conftitution it«
felf. They had a prodigious hankeritig aftér the

high-founding titles; and immenfe revenues, which

wete given to fervants in the neighbouring pro-
vince.

1
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E lies where they ferved. It was quite the contrary.
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vince. It grieved them to hear, and fometimes,
when fent upon bufinefs to that country, to fee, that
fome of the overfeers lived in fplendid palaces, and
were carried about int ¢hatiots, while they thems
felves were flill obliged to wear the drefs of fer+
vants, and generally to watk a-foet.

Gladly would they have introduced thefe offices
in their own province; but tlie great men, who had
hitherto aflifted them, dreaded the expence, and
would not agree to it. They were, therc¢fore, oblie
ged to proceed cautioufly and gradually. In fome
few inftances, they made it appear, that one fervant
might be introduced to two different families, and
enjoy both the falaries., As to the work, they might
be fometimes in the one, and fometimes in the o+
ther; or, if one of them was a family of {mall cone
fequence, they might do well enough without any
fervant at all. They begged, in the moft abjed
manner, of the governor of the province, that &
{mall number. of falaries might be appointed, withs -
out any office annexed to them, by way of gratuis
ties, for the encouragement of good fervants. ‘This
was done; and there followed a terrible competie
tion for obtaining them, which produced a moft ma«
lignant hatred between thofe who were fuccefsful
and thofe who were not.

The reader may perhaps imagme, that the hope
of meriting thefe falaries would excite them to vie
with one another, in doing the bufinefs of the fami-

They
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They tried every method of advancement but that
only; or, if any did try it in that way, they were
fure to be difappointed. Some of them ufed the old
way of flattery, which had always a very great ef-
fec. * Some became political tools, fpies, and infor-
mers to the prevailing party at court. Some were
not athamed to become pimps and pandars to great
men, and even fometimes to attend them in their
“nofturnal expeditions. Some endeavoured to make
themfelves remarkable for feats and atchievements
quite out of the way of their own bufinefs. One of
_them, for example, would make a windmill, of cu-
rious ftruétre, and put jt upon the top of the houfe
where he lived. The confequence of this was, that

paﬂ'cngcrs going that way, after ftanding flill and -

admiring it a litlle, would afk any perfon they faw
" pear, who had done it. ‘The anfwer immediately -
followed, The fervant who lives here, he is a mof?
ingenious fellow, as ever was feen. Thus was his
fame fpread abroad, and fometimes came to the ears
of the people above.

" 1 cannot help. particularly ‘mentioning one, who
was- the moft fuccefsful of all that had gone before
" him, who was alive when my informer left the coun~
try, and probably may be alive at this very time.
The method he fell upon; was telling wonderful
flories of the heroic aftions of that people’s prede-
ceflors, . a fubje&t of which they were enthufiafti-
cally fond. He had acquired a very great knack of -

ﬂ:ory-tcllmg, and could defcribe thmgs fo to the .
hfe, :




- ——

v T

[ 6 ]

life, both by Word and gefture, that every body was
delighted to hear him. - He immediately gave over
all work in the family to which he belonged; and
when they civilly put him in mind of his negle&, he
told them they might go about their bufinefs, for
they were a pack of feditious fcoundrels; altogether

- below his notice,. He was a fellow of uncommon abi-

lity ; and no lefs remarkable for enterprife and refolu-

-tion. He carried on his fchemes ; procured for him- -

felf one falary after another; and did not fail to

- laugh at the fimplicity of thofe who beftowed them

faying among his intimate companions, He bleffed
God that mankind were fo eafily deceived, by the for-
mal countenance of a fervant,

The fupernumerary falaries, however, were fo

few, that they wete foon exhaufted, and did little

elfe, indeed, than excite a hungering and thirfting
after more. 'To remedy this, they fell upon a me-
thod of gratifying the vanity of thofe whofe pockets
they could not fill. - A title was invented, which,
(like the honorary rewards of. the ancients in this
part of the world) they faid, would ferve to diftin-
guith illuftrious merit, arid raife a happy emulation,
The title was, Mafter. of Setvice; and the direc=
tors of the fchools or ‘places of exercife were ap- -
pointed to beftow it, according to the {kill and pro-
ficiency of the candidates. lmmediately applicati-
ons came in from a]l quarters, and it was dealt about
very liberally, and, if poflible, even more abfurdly
than the falaries had been before. There was hard-

Iy
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Iy an inftance of its being beftowed for real know.
ledge or ufeful induftry; but for fome whimfical
qualification of a different kind. If a man had in-
vanted 2 new dance or [ong, or colle@ted a whole
barrel of falted butterflies in one fammer, or made
a gold chain for binding a flea to a poft, he was m~
ﬂamlymedahhﬁerofSemoe. o .

CHAP XL

Of the femtiments. of the Pesple concerning the Ser<
vants, aud their manner of treating them.

THE reader may probably be WOndenng in
himfelf, how the poople bebaved in thefe cir-

| cumftances, and what became of their affairs, He

may be ready to think, that their paticnce mnft be
by this time ngarly exhaufted, 'and fome tervible re-
wolution at band. The wruth is, the patience of
many of them had been at 2n end for many years;
but, being divided among themfelves, their influ-
eace was not fufficient to produce a general change.
It is impoflible to mention all the efflets which.the
condu& of the fervants had upon the people; butit

- will be worth while to take particular notice of two

clafles of mes, -apd their bchawour upon the fub-
je&t.
One fet of prople mﬁ:mng them, mhofe fen—

_ timents and condust were as fmgulzr and extraordi-

m'y AS any thmgm:orded in shis boek They -
, ~ were
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were men who made high pretenfions to reafon and
penetration, and gave themfelves much to abftra&
reflections upon the nature of things. They were
of opinion, that all the wifdom of the nation cen-
trered in themfelves; and that all the reft were

. downright fools or madmen. Howeveér, entering

upon their fpeculations with fuch an overweening
conceit of themfelves, their boafted reafon firft led

them into many miftakes, and at laft fairly turned

their heads. . _

It was their cuftom to fearch into hiftory, and
particularly into the hiftory of the fervants. There
they found, that, in every age, there had been a great
deal of knavery among the fervants. All the inftances
of this fort they ufed to colle&, publifh, and compare
with the condu& of the fervants in their own times ;-
which they expofed with the greateft feverity. Atlaft,
by long dwelling upon this fubje&, they came to be
of opinion, that there ought to be no fuch thing in
nature as a fervant ; that they never had done any

. thing but harm; and that the world would be much

better without them. Sometimes fober-minded peo-
ple attempted to fet them to rights, and alledged

* that, tho’ the difhoneft had always been too nume-

rous as well as noify, yet ftill there were fome of
great worth and ufefulnefs; nay, that fociety, in the

- nature of things, could not fubfift without perfons

in lower ftations, to ferve and accommodate . thofe
in higher. This was fo far from having an effet
upon them, that they became always more pofitive

: upbn

Y



[ 68 ]
upon contradiftion, and fcarce ever fiiled to ad-
vance opinions {lill moreé wild ahd romrantic than be-
fore. Inftead of yielding that fervants weté ne-
ceffary in fociety; they afficnted, that it was not on-
1y defirable; but extremiely poflible, to have a whoté
. mation of lords, withoat ore perfon among them of
inferior degreeé.
They affirmed, that cxceptmrr fErvants, all o-
- ther men were bj nawre wife, honeft, and ac-
tive; fully fufficient for their own happmefy; and
that they would havé been qidté’ virtiions and
happy, withour aniy exteptior, if they had not been
blindfolded and deceived by the fervanes. To this
race; whom they ufed often it a fit of raviig, t6
curfe in a moft dreadful rianher, they impuited all
the envy, maliée, oppteflion, covetoufnefs, fraud,
tapine, ‘and blood{Hed that ever had happened fince
the beginning of the world. In fupport of their
fcheme, .they made ledtned difquifitions on natiié,
and the firft caufe of all thinigs. They fhewed that
paturé was, and muft be wife and good ifi all her
produdtions ; and, therefore, that man muft needs
be free from every thing that is evil, and his origi-
nal conftitution peirfe@ly juft and found. All the
diforders that were to be feen in fociety were eafily
- accounted for, from the hellith machinations of the
fervants. In the mean time, it was obvious, that
the fervants were the produc of nature too; and
according to the fame reafoning, maft have been
of as gentle and tractable difpofitions, and in all re- -
: ' Apects
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{pedts 3s fapldlefs as their mafters. This. manifeft
difficulty in their own fcheme, however unaccount-
able it may appgar, they never onge reflected upon,
nor by confequence attempted to refalve.

Sometimes, they.were prefled with the neceffity of
{ervants o cylivate thﬁ gronnd, which, if neglected,
it was plain, .would grow over with briers and

‘tharns, and every noxious weed. Here they im-
- mediately requrred to their old argument, the ex-

¢ellency of ,pature’s pmduéhons, and, upon the
firength of it,  prefumed abiblytely to dcny the fa&.

- “They faid, were the ,earth anly left.to itfelf, it

would. produce nothmg but what was ufeful and fa-
lutary, .apd that jn great abupdance, for the fup-

) port of jts inhabitants; that all the pretended culti-

yation .of it by the fervants was but fpoiling it; and
that.they themfelves had fowed the.feeds of every
hurtful or unneceflary plant. It was . to no purpofe
to mention to them, either the vaft tradts of unculti-
vated ground, or the dqfolate condmon of a ne-
glc&ed field;. ,al[th;s, they pretended, arofe from a
certain {ympathy in,the - feveral parts of the earth

one with another, and from peifpnous vapours eafily

carried by the wind, from the places where fervapts
had been at work. In fhort, they fometimes pro-

+ jefted a {cheme for a new fettlement where no fer-

vants fthould be admitted; and where they hoped, in
a little time, every man would be as wife as a philo-

‘fopher, as rich 4sa merchant, and as magpificent as

aking.
I2 , After
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After all, the perfection of their abfurdity appear-
ed in the following circumftance. Though it was
phin, to any perfon of reflexion, that their deliri-
um took its rife from the tricks and misbehaviour of
bad fervants, yet they had the moft rooted and in-
veterate antipathy at thofe that were good. The
reafon, probably was, that the diligence and ufeful-
nefs of this laft fort ftood dire&tly in the way of
their fcheme, and prevented the reft of the nation
from being of their opinion. All feemingly good
fervants they affirmed to be at bottom arrant
" knaves; and in one réfpe&, unfpeakably worfe than
any of the reft, becaufe they appeared to be better.
The idle, flothful, worthlefs fervants, were fre-

quently their companions; and it was one of their .

higheft entertainments to lead fuch fellows into

‘frolicks, mifchief, or debauchery, and then point .

them ont to their fellow citizens, and ufe words to
this purpofe, ¢ You poor hood-winked fools, do you
* ¢ fee thefe rafcals? why will you any longer har-
* bour them in your houfes? they are all of.-one
¢ complexion, and will infallibly bring you to mi-
¢ fery and fpeedy deftrudtion.

CHAP.

-
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CHAP XI

Continuation of the szme Subje@.  The fentiments and
condull of others, in confequence of the bebaviour
of the _/érvant.r. :

WE are not to fuppofc that the whole nation

loft their fenfes. No: by far the greater
number a&ted as prudently and rationally as men

could do in their circamftances. According - to
plain common fenfe, in proportion as corruption and
degeneracy increafed among the fervants, they fet
the higher value on fuch as were honeft and faith-
“ful. ‘They ufed every mean in their power to pro-
cure fuch for their own families, agrecably to the
.laws of the corporation. When this could not be.
brought about, or when a good-for-nothing-fellow
was buckled to the falary; they put themfelves to
the additional expence of hiring one according to
their own mind; paid the former his wages duly,
and only defired the favour of him to give them no.
trouble, but fpend his time accordmg to his own
fancy. .

It was pleafant enough to obferve the different
condu@t of the eftablithed fervants, according to
their, different tempers, when they fell under this
predicament. Some of them were greatly enraged
to fee the fervice of another preférred to theirs, ufed
many artful methods to prevent it where they could,

- and



S T ey T T L

A}

[ 72 ]
and took every opportunity of venting their malice,
or glutting their revenge when they could not.
Where they could get.any body to believe them,
they afferted that all (kill and power of doing good
was confined to the corporatxon that it was inhe-
rent in them, and defcended in their blood from one

- generation to another, like courage in the race of

game. cocks. The ethers, they pretended, were 2
fpurioys brood, and that it was jmpoflible to wain
ghem 40 9s -0, make -them it far fervice.

¥f this did not gain iexedit, all poflible pains were
galken to difparage she.canduét of the additional far-
wanis. ' Their work was examined with the greatelt
Lridngfs, every: flaw -in jt pointed qut, apd wmany

~ fowlts,impyred 4ot mmerely-throngh epvy. If any

igce of wmprk appeared o be fubftantal, they pre-
sensled it wvantetl neamefs, and was altggether inele-
gant. ‘Fhis charge, however, madé little. impref-
&on mpon the jpeople. They had been fo long
Plagued with-fervants - who minded nothing -bye or-
Jpament, - both. in-their perfons and. sheir. work, that
dhey wese ather pleafed chan difgufted with one
#f a mere hamsly -carriage.

When nothing elfe would do, the grofleft lies and
salumnies were {pread, both of the new fervaptsand
Ahofe :who.employed them. It was pretended, that
ahey fomed-the feeds of fedition and  difaffetion, in
the. families where they got admittance.. Sometimes
this accyfation, .tho’ mtterly , groundlefs, . obtained

fuch crcdxt with.the goyernars, (that, jf;they had a
. com-

i ————— e —— e e
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éompldint to make, of @ caife 6 tr}?, they c¢ould
farcely exped jiftice. Iv was alfo altedged; that
they térrified the children out of eheir wits, by téll-
ihg frightfal ftories in the wittter evénings. You
mﬁght meét with many of the éftablithed fervatits
who affétred, and éven feeméd to Befeve;. that afl
Who émpléyed atiy otfiér thar themfelves; werd idi-

ots of ¢rack-braitied, 2nd deftituté of cothmon fenfe.

~ On the other hitid, not a few of the eftablifhed
f'er'v'ants weére alfogether idifferént How many othiers
weérd hited, and how little work was left to them-
felves: They knéw that thelr wages were well fa
ciired t6 them, which wa¢' the' mait ¢hance; and
they found ratkiet ote tinie atid Libetty to follow
the bent'of their mélinatiohs. Perhaps they wotld

have Hecn beteer fhtisfied if the pesple Had beén

coneént with what Kitid and quality of work they
thought proper to-dé, But; a4 this was not to s
expeded, the hiring of othiers: reidered all niatters

 perfeltly edfy, and' théir lives were one contintied
ftetie of indolence ot pleafure.

In thé meat time, it Was highly diverting to
Hear how they exprefled’ thenrfelves upon this' fub-
jedt; and with How much artahd’ carining they e
# virtue of neceffity. They ufed to extol - thetr
oW candotr and’ betievolence. ¢ Gentlétien” one
of thetd would fay, ¢ you fee witH what diferetion
I ufe you. I artt alwdys glad to fée liberty: prevail,
¢ and every man fuffered to do what feems proper

¢ to himfelf. I'am well pleafed, that you fhould hire

‘as
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¢as many fervants as you incline. I afk no more,
¢ than that I may have a clean neat bed-chamber, in
¢ a convenient part of the houfe, my wages well and
¢ regularly paid, and a fmall bit of ground in the
¢ garden to bring up a few delicious herbs and fryits
¢ for my own ufe. If thefe things are properly at-
4 tended to, you fhall find me a good man to live
¢ with; I fhall never interfere with your work in
¢ the leaft, or give you any manner of trouble, even
¢ by making remarks upon it” In fuch a cafe, it
would happen now and then, that one of thefa-
mily, touched a little with the abfurdity of this
phlegmatick fpeech, would anfwer, ¢ That very well
¢ he might make himfelf eafy, fince, all the while,
“ he was well fed and clothed at their expence.’
This he would receive with filent contempt, and
difplay the greateft fatisfattion in his own compofure
of fpirit, and meeknefs of temper.

As for the remaining part of the nation, they

icﬂe&ed very little upon their condition, but teok

fuch fervants as were fent to them, and rubbed on
as well as could. Such quiet and paffive people
were h:ghly extolled by the fervants, who took all
opportunities of declaring, that they were the only’
folid and rational perfons in the whole kingdom.'
Thefe praifes delighted them greatly; fo that they
lived as poor and as merry as beggars, who have no-
thing to hope, and nothing to fear.

CON-

’ -
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CONCLUSION

-THU S ‘T have 'given th,e ‘reader an acco)unt ‘of

this. extraordinary clafs ‘of men; and, I am
certain, he muft confefs, thereis fomething in. their
chara@ers and conduc, proper to excite & mixture
of laughter ‘and :indignation. . It is alfo -prebable,
that he feels a confiderable degrge of {ympathy with
the deluded and epprefled people, and is anxious to
know, whether there appeared any profped of der
liverance. ‘This was a-queftion I often atked at my
informer, who afflured me that, from what he had
heard and fe¢n, there was not the moft diftant proq
1pett of -reformation by the - fervants -themfelyes.
"The honefter fort were always berne down, tradu-
ced and flandered ; and thofe of an oppofite: charaéter
had fo long kept the management of the corpora-
tion in their hands, that they reckaned themfelves
fecure in their authority,‘and openly fet at defiance
both the people in general, and their fellow

fervants,

There remained juft a glimpfe of hope from one
quarter, vz, the gentlemen who had been chofen
to the office of helpgrs.. Theybad at firft contri-
buted as much as any to the introducion of wrong
meafures; but, not being under the temptation of
intereft, they began to open their eyes at laft.  For
fome years they had been a confiderable reftraint
upon the violence of the fsrvants, and had prevent-
. K ed.
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ed them in feveral inftances from degrading, {trip-.
ping, sad Aranding thofe who had incyrred their °

difpleafure, by doing bufinefs at unfeafonable hours,
They had alfo contributed 16 the difgrace and dife
miffion of fope drunken Tots, and lafcivious wretch-
&, whiom: feversl of .the Jeading Torvants bed. &

ftrong inclinution co fpare. . From thdfe circumftag

ces, forme flartered themfelves that ‘a-changt might
be brought about; and thi, though the fervants
would never think of any reformation themfelves, it
would foon be forced upon them by a foreegm hand.,

* After all, it ‘was but very uncertain whether suy

" material chimge would foon takie place; and theres
fore, while we can oy fend that ushappy people .

our good withes, we have: resfom eo rejoict in out

" own good forrume, that We are perfetly free from

impofitions of the @me of aby fimilar kind, -
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