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PREFACE

H E following Teatifes were originally
publifbed at different times, and fome of
‘them on particular occafions 3 but the
attentive reader will eafily perceive one leading
defign running through the whole : The autbor
bath long been of opinion, that the great decay
of religion in all parts of this kingdom, is
chiefly owing to a departure from the truth as
itisin JEsus, from thofe doftrines <which
chiefly confiitute the fubfiance of the gofpel, It
may perbaps be jaftly imputed to.cther general
caufes in part, and in fome meafure to Iefs uni-
verfal caufes in particular places ; but as il
moral altion myft arife from principle, others
wife it cught not 1o be called by that name,
 the immediate and tholt powerful caufe of
degenefacy in practice, muft always be a
corruptionin principle. - *
. Lam fenfidle that ‘many will be ready to cry
out on this occafion, ¢ Such notions arife from
‘¢ narrownefs of mind and wuncharitable fon-
“ timents.” I anfwer, that it is furprifing
20 think botw eafily the fafbionable or cant
Dhrafes of “the age, will pafs among fuperficial
thinkers and readers, without the leaft atten- -
tion cither to their meaning, or to the evi-
~dehce on which they are founded,

A2 ' Thus



v PREF ACE.-

“ Thus at prefent, if a man fball write or
Jpeak againft certain principles, and file them
pernicious, it will be thought a fufficient vind;-
cation of them to make a beaten common-place
encomium on liberty of confiience and freedem of
inguiry. * Bleffed be God, this great and facred-
- privilege is well fecured to us in this nation :
But pray, is it not mine aswell as yours? And
15 1t mot the very exercife of this liberty, for
‘every man to endeavour to fupport thfe prin-
eiples which appear to kim to be founded on
Reafon and Scripture, as well as to attack
without firuple every thing which be belicves
2o be contrary to either, T
~ Let it allo be obferved, that if freedom of
inquiry be a bleffing at all, # can be fo for no.
other rveafon than the excéllence and falutary
influence of real truth, whep it can be difeo-
vered.  If truth and ervor are equally fafe,
nothing can be more foolifb than for a man to
wafle bis time. in endeavouring ta diftinguifb the
one from the other. What a view does it give us
of the weaknefs of buman uature, that the fame
perfons [o frequently bold inconfiféent principles 2
How many will fay the firongeft things in fa-
vour of an impartial fearch after truth, and
- with the very fame breath tell you, ¢ It is of
. % no confequence at all, either for time or
€< eternity, whether you bold ome opinion -or

¢ another.”




PREFACE. v

Thefe reflsitions are only defigned to procure: -
a candid unprejudiced. heaving to what is of-

fered in the following pages, in defence of what
-appears to me the fundamental doéirines of the
-ofpel, which are now [o greatly neglecied, or
Jo openly defpifed. I am encouraged to this re-
publication by the great demand there bas been:
Jfor fome af the pieces, particularly The Essay
on Juftification. ’ : :

Linuft obferve bere, that I bave received feve-
ralletters on this fubjett, defiring that the phrafe
imputed righteoufnefs might be changed, as
liable to great exceptions @ requefp which I
wopld readily bave complied with, if it could
e made appear to be either anfriptural or
dangerous.  But-as I apprebend it is fully
warranted by Rom. iv. 6. aud many other
" paflages s fo I do not fee what can be under-

. Mood by it, different from or more dangerous
than forgivene(s of fin and acceptance with
Gop, mot for our own but for CurisT’s.
Jake. A the cafe fands, therefore; it :is to-
be feared, that a fludied endeavour to avoid:
the expreffion would do more barm-on the one
band than it could do [ervice on the other.

In the Treatife-on Regeneration, now firf}
publifbed, the fame general. defign is purfued,
but in a way more direitly praétical : and in-

- &oed I am fully convinced, that it is not only of

. much greater moment- to make experimental

: ' than
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than fpeculative Chriftians, dut that to ex-
Plain and enforce the dofirines of the gefpel is
a better way to produce an urfbaken perfucfion
of their truth, than to collefl and vefute the
cavils of adverfaries, which, though they are
‘often trifling, are notwithftanding innumerable.
I bope this will excufe the introducing feveral
paflages of Scriptureinthe loft-mentioned Trea-.
tile, and applying them on what appears to me
10 be their obvicus meaning, without taking the
leaft notice of ibe unwearied pains Srequently
taken by wire drawing critics 1o interpret then
in a contrary Jenfe.

I bave only further to-add, that th: liberty
which the publifbers feem refolved to take of
adding to this colleltion two ansnymous Trea-
tifes, is what I could not prevent ; and there-
Sore if there be any thing- in them imiproper or
mﬁv_zﬁfve, tb{y alme are to anfwer for Mo

Ledoni } W,

June» 1764. ST

ESSAY
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ON THE
CONNEXTION
BETWEEN THE .
Dodrine of JusTIFICATION
/ : BY THE .
Imputed RicHTEOUSNESS of CHRIST,

R AND
HOLINESS or LIFE:

With fome Refle@ions upon the Reception which

that Doétrine hath generally met with in the
World, _ ‘
To which is prefixed,.
* "A LerTter to the Rev. Mr. ¥AMES HERVEY,
Rettor of Weflon-Fawell, Northamptonbire, Author
of THERON and ASPASIO.

The TuirD EDn1TION,

Vor I, B ‘Te

T
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. T 0.' THE . -
Rev. Mr. YAMES HERVEY, &e.
SIR, : | o

"HE N Chrift our Saviour was about to
" V' go to bis Fatber, be told kis difciples, 1§
the world hate you, ye know that it hated
me before it hated you. -If ye were of the
world, the world would love his own : but
‘becaufe ye are not of-the world, but I have
chofen you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you. Jam perfuaded, that by
this, be did not only intend to forewarn the
swelve of .the offence which that_ generation
wonldtake at the ignomsny of the crofs, but alfo
¢o intimate, that the cafe would be the fame in
all ages 5 that bis doflrine would meet with great
refifance and oppofition, and that the temper
and charadler of bis real difiiples would be
very diffevent from the [pirit that would gene-
rally prevail in the world, This bath been con-
sinually verified in experience. For as many
sn the bigheft frations, and of bigheft repute for
- wifdom in the world, did fet themfelves againft
éhe gojpel at its firft publication, fo even where
there is a nominal profeffion of it, there is fiill
% oppofition to its doé?ﬁm:, in their fimplicity
2 and
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sand purity, by the world, that is to fay, thofe.
who bave moft fway.injt, wh are the moft pa/-

Jffonate admirers of its fafbions, and the moft af- - -

Sedwous profecutors of its bonours and pleafures, - - 3" 4 . :

It may be alfo obferved, that rkere is_fome- #

" times, perbaps even generally, a [overeignty of
divine providence in the choice of the infiru-
tments employed in fpreading the gofpel.. As,
ab frf}, twelve illiterate fifbermen were chofen 3
fo, often fince that time,- the weakeft and moff
unlikely bave been pitched dpon, that our faith
might not ftand in the wifdom of men,

" but in the power of God. Hence it fre-
quently bappens, that it is not only difficult to
make men believe the gofpel, but evem to per:
_fuade them to bear st. They are apt to de-
Jpife and deride the meffage, becaufe of the
meannefs of the meflenger, ar the bomelinefs of
the terms in whick itis delivered. This is par-
ticularly the cafe with the prefent age. From -
a certain love of eafe, and luxury of mind, they
defpife and trample upon all infiructions, which
bave not fomething pleafing and infinuating in
their drefs and form. R

You, Sir, are one of thofe bappy few, whe
_bave been willing to conferate the fineft natural
talents to the fervice of Chrift in the gojpel,
and are not afbamed of bis crofs. You bave
been able to procure attention upon fome [ub-
Jedls, from many who would bardly have given
. : it
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" it to any other writer.. This bath made me okt
_ ferve with particular attention, the effeftof your
" laft performance, Theton and Afpafio, the cha-

raller given to i, and the objeltions raifed a+
geinft it And I bave akoays Sfound that the
moft fpecious and plaufible objection, and that.
tioft frequently made; - againft the doftrine of

 juflification by imputed righteoufnefs, kas been
in ihis vafe, as indeed ufually before, that it

lofens the obligations to praffice. Thbis is whct
J hove particularly applied myfelf to refute in
ihe following effay, becaufe Ihave rarely ob-
ferved it done diftinétly, and ot full length, in
any writer. And-1 bave addreffed it to you, as
a teftimony of my effeam of your . excellent
and ufeful writings, as a public declaration of
my efpoufing the fame [entiments as to the
terms of our acceptance with God, and my-
ambition of contributing fome [mall affiftance
to the fupport of the fame glorious caufe. It

. was alfo no finall inducement to it, that.there--

by it might appear to all, that no external difs
tinttions, or fmaller differences, ought to be any-
bindrance to a cordial efteem and affetion among .
the fincere fervants of our common Mafter. .

The greateft part of what followws was firft
delivered in two fermons 5 but it is now thrown
into the form cf an effay, left the defpifed title

" of a fermon fbould offend fome, and that it

might the - better admit of feveral additions,
B3 both:
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Loth in the body of the piece, and in the notes,
which could not bave been o properly delivered
Jrom a pubpit.  Some of thefe regard the phi-
lefopbical principles, which bave of late been
publifbed among us, of which I prepcfe, in a
Jbert time, a much fuller difcuffion, as there is
x0 way in which the truths of the gofpel qre
maore pérverted than by what tbe apofile Paul
calls Philofophy and vain deceit, and oppo-
fitions of {cience falfly fo called.

That your ufeful life may be prolomged, and
that you may bave the bonour of comtributing
more and more 1o the comverfion of fmners,
and the edifcation and comfort of believers, is

the carvef prayer of,
S1R,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

o
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JUSTIFICATION.
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Yoy L L the works and ways of God
8 have fomething in them myfterious,.
ZBNEY above the comprchenfion of -any
Gr® finite underftanding. As this is

the cafe with his works of creation

and providence, there is no reafon to expect it
thould be otherwife in the aftonithing method of’
the redemption of the world by Jefus Chrifts
From this their myfterious nature, or rathee
from the imperfe@ meafure and degree in which
they are révealed to us, they are admirably fitted.
for the trial of our ingenuity, humility and fub--
jeétion. They are all of them, when ferioufly-
and lmpamally enquired into, holy, juft ands

34 good 5




8. ESSAY o~
good ; but at the fame time, not byeyOnd' the ca-
vils and objeions of men of prejudiced, perverfe
and corrupt minds.

The apoftle Paul, in his epiftle to the Romans,

- 'among whom he had never been in perfon, at -

great length eftablithes the fundamental doétrine
of the. gofpel, that finners are juftified by the free
grace of God through the imputed righteoufnefs
of a Redeemer, To this doftrine men do by

nature make the ftrongeft oppofition, and are, -

with the utmoft difficulty, breught fo receive and
apply it. - We may well fay of it in particular,
what the fame apoftle fays of the truths of God

in general, that * the natura) man doth not re-

¢ ceive them *.” It is therefore highly neceflary
to prevent or remove, as far as poffible, ‘the ob~
" je&ions that may be brought sguint it by the art
or malice of Satan, who will, no doubt, bend
the chief force of all his engines againft this
truth, knewing that the cordial reception of it is
a fure andeffeCual, and indeed the only fure and
“effeGual means of deftroying his power and influ-
ence in the heart. Accordingly we find the apof-
tle, in the fixth chapter of the above-named epil-
tle, and fisft verfe, fuppofes an objeflion made
againft. this dotine in the following terms,

¢ What fhall we fay then? fhall we continue in

“‘ ﬁn, that grace may-abound?” To which he
- . *3 Coz. io14e
o . anfwers,

< -
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anfwers, by reje@ing the confequence with the:
utmoft abhorrence, and in the ftrongeft manner.
affirming it to be without-any foundation.

. From the introdution of this obje&ion by the:
apoftle; we may ‘either infer," that there were,
even in thefe early days, fome who branded the.
do&rine of redemption by the free grace of God
with this ~odious.confequence 3 or that he, by
the infpiration of-the Almighty, -did forefee that
there fhould-arife, in fome future periods of the
Chriftiam church, adverfaries who would attempt-
to load it with this imputation ; or that the doc-,
trine is indeed liable, on a fuperficial view, to be,
abufed. to this unhappy purpofe, by the deceit(ful
hearts -of men, who' are wedded to their lufts.
It is probable that all the three obfervations are
juft; and the two laft render it a peculiatly pro-
per fubje& for our attention and'confideration at
this time, and in this age.

Itis well known, that there are many enemies
of this do&trine, of different charatters, and of
‘different principles, who all agree in aflaulting it -
with this abjection, That it weakens the obliga-
tions to holiriefs of Jife, by making our juftifica-
tion before God depend entirely upon the righte-
oufnefs and merit of another. And fo far, I
think, we muft join with the adverfaries of this
do&trine, as to lay it down for a principle, That
whatever belief or perfuafion, by its native and

Bs ‘genuine
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genuine tendency, weakens the obligations to
practice, muft be falfe. And I will alfo affert, inv
-oppofition to fome modern infidels, (tho’ fome
may think that my caufe might avail itfelf of the
contrary opinion) that a man’s inward principle,
or the perfuafion of his mind, hath a neceflary
and unavoidable influemce upon his pra@ice®.
So that, if I am not able to thew, that juftifica-
tion thre’ the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, is
- fo far from weakening the obligations to holinefs,
that, on the centrary, the belief and reception
of it, as its neceflary confequence, muft make
men greater lovers of purity and holinefs, and
fill them with a greater abkorrence of fin, than
any other perfuafion on the fame fubjeét, Iam
content to give up the caufe.
I hope we may be indulged a candid hearing on
this fubje, as éxperience does not feem to be
unfavourable to the do&rine I am eflaying to de-

® That is to fay, Se far as it can be applied to pratice, and
fo far as it is real or prevalent above its oppofite ; for there
are many truths of a religious nature which men' think they
believe fome times, but which yet their corrupt paflions oz
ten make them doubt of ; and thefe doubts are nine parts in
“ten of their lives obverfant to their minds, as a vindication of
their licentious praltice : in fome fenfe, fuch may be faid to
aé in contradiion to their principles; but they are princi-
ples either not really believed, or, which isthe fame thing, not
habitually recolle@ed; and none can expeé that men will act
upon a principle, tho’ once evet fo firmly believed, if it be for-

gotien, or at the time of action entirely out of view,
fend,

7
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fénd. If it appeared in fa&t that its-friends, up-

on. a fair and juft comparifon, were more loofe

in their pra&xce than their adverfaries. of any of
. the oppofite opinions, it would be a ftreng pre-
Judlce agamﬁ it; or rather, if this were always

the cafe, it would be-an unqueftionable evidence
“ of its falthood. But, doth not the contrary ap-
pear on the very face of the world 2 Are not the
perfons who profefs to deny their own righteouf-
nefs, ‘and hope for Jufhﬁcatron thro’ Chrift, or-

dinarily the moft tender and fearful of finning.
themfelves, and the moft faithful and diligent in.

promoting the reformation of others # And do not

all.carelefs, profane and fenfual livers, almoft to-

a man, profefs themfelves enemies to this doc-

trine? 1 could almoft appeal to any one who hath-
. the leaft.experience of, or commerce with the-
world, whether he would expect to find, upon a:
fri&@ fearch and engquiry,. the'worthip of God-

more conftantly attended, the name of God more

regularly called wpon in families, children and-

fervants more carefully inflru&ted, and more du~

tifully governed, a greater freedem from levity,.

~ profanity, unchaflity, pride, malice, or infince-
rity of converfation, amongft the friends or ene
mies of this do&rine? So true is this,. that they.
commonly have the appellation of the Rridler
fort given them, by which: is certainly unders

: ‘ B6 . " floodg
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ftood, at leaft, an apparent i’m&nefs of life and
manners *, ‘

As therefore experience doth not hinder, or
rather warrants us to affirm, that thofe whe ex-
pe& juﬁiﬁcatio‘n’ by free grace are, of al} others, - _
the moft holy in their lives; I propofe to fhew,
that it muft’ be. fo, 'and that this is but the native
fruit, and neceﬁ'ary confequence of their princi-
ples.” What has induced me to this attempt, is
not only the calumnies of enemies, but the weak-
nefs or treachery of profefled friends. Thefe laft
injure the truth often, in two different ways.
Some fpeak in fuch a manner as to confirm and
harden enemies in their oppofition to it ; they ufe
fuch rath and uncautious expreflions, as do
indeed juftify the obje@ion which the apoftle
rejeCts with fo great abhorsence; and, in
the heat of their zeal againft the felf-righte-
cus legalift, feem to flate themfelves as ene-

® ] am pot :gnorant, thzt itis the ufual xcfuge of thofe who
are evidently diffolute in their own lives, to aliedge, that there
is indecd am appesrance of this, but that it is no -mere than
appearance, being all hypocrify. It would be going out of the .
way toenter upon a large refutation cf this flander, Therefore
acknowledging, that, no doubt, whatever number of hypocrites
there are in the world, and there are too many, they muft herd
arnongft, or attaek themfelves to the fociety of the beft part of
ig: I obferve, that the general charge of hypocrily is only
thrown out at a venture, is a judging of the heart, and by the’
wery fuppofition, contrary to appearances, juftified, for the moft
part, by a fteady perfeverance, Whereas, ufually the whole
- ghecit of thofe who bring the aecufation, is that of being uni-
formly wicked, and not fo much as profeffing what it was
their indifpeatible duty both to have profefitd and Pra&nfcd.

mies,
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mies, iri'e‘ver’y refpe&, to the law of God, whicly
is holy, juft and good. Others, on the eon~
trary, defend it in fuch a manner; as to" deftroy

the do&rine -itfelf; and give fuch interpretations .
of the word of God, as, if they were juft, and -

known to be fo, ‘the obje&ion would never have

been made, becaufe there would not have been (0

much as af octafion givento it®. . o

. But ofall the pretended Chriftians, one fortare .

worthy of the higheft contempt, who, acknow-
ledging the truth of this dottrine, call it dann
gerous, and are backward te teach or publifh it}
left it fhould be- abufed. Would fach weaky

half. thinking mortals, be wifes than God ! .Hatlky' .

bhe publithed it, and fhall we thtowi a veil over it,
to remedy the rafhnefs of his proceeding ? Do the.
Scriptures reveal, and are we backward to ¢ tef-
< .tify. the gofpel of the-grace of Ged}” Alk
the works of God dre capable-of heing abufed ;-
that this may be fo likewife the apeftle fuppofes. It
is, however, not the lefs ufeful or important;
only let us endeavour ta vindicate it from the falfe

® 1 haveoften thought, that there cannot bea ﬂrongerargu-’
ment, that the cxplication tommoaly given by Calvinifis,. of.
the paffages of fcripture on this fubj &, is juft, than the apoftle’s
fuppofition of an: obje@ion: of this nature arifing from it. For
if the explication of fome others, were fuppofed to be the ob-

- vious meaning of the text, and were fubftituted in its roem, as

all juft definitions may be without inconvenience, the apoftie’s:
words, ¢ Whatthall we fay then ? fhall we continue inagn that.
 grace may abound ?** would be quite uanatural and abfurd.

- charge

,\,_
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charge of favouring or encouraging licentioufnefs

of life. Fhis I would willingly do'in fuch a man-

ner, as to aflert while I defend it; to maintain the

. do&rine itfelf, while I fhew not only its. mnocence,

but its ufefulnefs in pratice.

The words of the infpired apoftle are, * God.
¢ forbid, how fhall we that are dead to fin, live-
¢ any longer therein?” In which he affirms,.
shat the grace of God abounding in the gofpel,.
is fo far from being an encouragement to fin,
that it deftroys the power of fin, and removes- -
the inclination to ity fo far as it prevails, The
language is very ftrong, ¢ We that are dead to-
% fin.”—It feems to put us in mind of the total.
effe@ual breach of relation between a dead man;
and the obje@s with which he was formerly con-.
neQed ip life: they are nothing to him, nor he-
to them; he neither loves them, needs them, nor
_ ufes them. So, in proportion as the grace of

God offered through Chrift in the gofpel is re-:

. geived and applied, fin is mertified in the heart ;-
thus fays the apoftle Paul elfewhere, “ God for-
« bid that I fhould glory, fave in the crofs of
¢ our Lord Jefus Chiift, by which the world is
¢ crucified” unto me, and I unto the world*.”
This, which is indeed the language of the Scrip-
ture throughout, is net merely denying the ac~

® Gal. vi. 14. P
. cufation,
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cufation, but eftablithing the contrary tristh, the:
influence of this doGrime upon purity of heart
and life, which we find the apoftle ‘alfo aflerting:
in the middle of his reafoning upon the. peins;
¢ Do we then make void the law through faith?
¢ God forbid ; yea, we eftablith the law .” -

In the profecution of this fubje&, it will be
neceflary, firft, in a few words, to flate that
do&trine againft which the objeQion is made. It
may be delivered in Scripture - language thusy
¢¢ That all have finned, and come fhort of the
¢ glory of God.—That every mouth muft he
¢ flopped, and all the world become guilty be-
¢¢ fore God.—Therefore by the deeds of the
e law, there fhall be no flefh juftified in his fight,

¢ —But we are juftified freely by his grace,
¢ through the redemption that is in Chrift Je-
¢ fus :—~Whom God hath fet fortb as a propi.
¢ tiation, through faith in his blood, to declare
¢ his righteoufnefs, for the remiffion of fins that
< are paft, through the forbearance of God.—
¢« Where is boafting then ! It is excluded. By
¢ what law ? of works? Nay, but by the law of
¢« faith. Therefore we conclude, that a man is
« juftified by faith, without the deeds of the
¢ law.—Moreover, the law entred, that the of-
¢ fence might abound ; but where fin abounded,

4 Rom, iii, 32
' ¢ grace
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“ grace did much more abound ; that as fin hath
« reigned unto death, even fo might grace reign
€ through righteoufnefs unto eternal life, by
- ¢« Jefus Chrift our Lord.”

The dodrine aflerted in the above and other
paflages of fcripture may be thus paraphrafed : that
every intelligent ereature is undeér an unchange-
:able and unalienable obligation, perfeélly to obey
“the whole law of God : ‘that all men proceeding
from Adam by ordinary generation, are the chil-
dren of polluted parents, alienated in heart from
God; tranfgreffors of his holy law, inexcufable
in this tranfgreflion, and therefore expofed-to the
dreadful confequences of his difpleafure; that it
was not agreeable to the ditates of his wifdom,
holinefs and juftice, to forgive their fins without
an atonement or fatisfa&ion; and therefore he
raifed up for them a Saviour, Jefus Chrift, who,
as the fecond Adam, perfedly fulfilled the whole
haw, and offered himfelf up a facrifice upon the
crofs in their ftead : that this his righteoufnefs is
imputed to them, as the fole foundation of their
juftification in the fight of a holy God, and their
reception into his favour: that the means of their
being interefted in this falvation,‘is a deep humi-
liation of mind, confeflion of guilt and wretched-
nefs, denial of themfelves, and acceptance of par-
don and peace through Chrift Jefus, which they

: neither
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neither have contributed to the procuring, nor
can contribute. to. the continuance of, by their
own merit; but expe& the renovation of their
_-natures, to be inclined and enabled to keep the.
commandments of God, ds the work of ‘the
Spirit, and a part of the purchafe of their Re-
-deemer *, : L ' )
This fhort account of the do&rine of the im-
‘putation of Chrift’s righteoufmefs will be further
“illuftrated and explained in. the progrefs of this
difcourfe,” intended to ‘fhew, ‘that in'thofé'who
‘do cordially embrace’ it, the-obligations to helis
‘nefs are not weakned, but ftrengthned and con~
firmed. For this purpofe be pleafed to attend to
the:following obfervations ; in all of which- I de-
fire it may be remembred, even wiere not ex:
prefly mentioned, an: oppofitionr is intended ‘bes
tween the principles-and views of a-believer in
* The intelligent reader will probably.perceive, that I have
exprefied the above doétrine in fuch general terms, as not dif-
tintly to take a part in the difierences that are to be found a<
mong fcme authers, as to the v.ay of explaining it, and par-
ticularly as tothe natire.of fiith, The reafon of my doing fo
is, that I wouid willingly rather reconcile than widen thefe djf.
ferences ; and becaufe it is my firm perfuaiicn, that however
fome thirk it jufteft, or wifeft, or fafeft, to c;.refs themfelves
one way, and fompe another, yet all who have a deep and real
cenvi€tion, that they are by natere in a loft flaic, and under the
wrath of Ged, and that there is no falvation in « nyother but ia -
Chrig, are, if they underftocd one another, a: bottom, or at
Jeattin a1l things any way material, entirely of the fame opinion,

~ Accordingly the reader will, I hope, find that the reafoning in
the following pages may cafily be applied by them all without

_exception.
Chrift,
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Cbrift, who refts his hope on his imputed nghte—
oufnefs, and thofe who a& on any contrary prin-
ciple.

In the firft place, he who expe&s juftification
by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, hath the
cleareft and ftrongeft conviction of the obliga-

. tion of the holy law of God upon every Yeafon-

able creature, and of its extent and purity. This
will appear very evidently, if we confider what it
is that brings any perfon to. a belief or relith of
this dotrine, It muft be a fenfe of fin, and fear
of deferved wrath., Let us fearch out the caufe by
tracing the effets. Whence arifes the fear of
wrath, or apprehenfion of God’s difpleafure? On-
ly from a convi&ion of guilt. And what can pro-
duce a convi@ion of guilt, but a fenfe of obliga-
tion? This is manifeftly the doctrine of Scrip-
ture, which teaches us, that ¢ by the law is the
¢ knowledge of fin”—and that ¢ the law is 2
¢ fchoolmafter to bring us to Chrift.” Thofe
who have none at all, or a very imperfect fenfe of
the obligation of the divine law, will never have
the leaft efteem of the righteoufnefs of Chrift,
which atones for their tranfgreflion of it ; it muft
appear to them to be foolithnefs : whereas thofe
who have a firong convi&ion of the juftice of the
demand of the law, both efteem and ufe the pléa
of their Saviour’s merit. Such alfo have a ftrong
fenfe:

(4
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fenfe of the extent and purity of the law of God,
as well as its obligation in general. Whilit others
confider nothing as fin, but the grofleft and moft
notorious crimes, they are deeply fenfible of the
alienation of their hearts from God, whom they
are bound fupremely to love, and to whofe glory

" they are obliged to be habitually and univerfally

fubfervient.

This convi&ion of the obligation of the divine
law, fo effentially conneéted with, or rather fo
neceflarily previous to, an acceptance of the im-

'puted righteoufnefs of Chrift, is evidently found-

ed upon the relation of .man to God, as acrea-
ture to his Creator. This relation then conti-
nues, and muft continue, unchangeable ;. there-
fore the obligation founded upon it muft be un<
alienable ; and all thofe who have once been fen-
fible of it, muft continue to be fo, unlefs we fup-
pofe them blinded to the knowledge of God as
Creator, by the difcovery of his mercy in Chrift
the Redeemer. But this is abfurd ; for the fub-
fequent relation of a finner to Geod, as forgiven
and reconciled through Chrift, never can take a-
way, nay, never can alter his natural relation as
a creatare, nor the obligation founded upon it.
Neither can it be conceived as confiftent with the
perfections of God, to abate the demands of his.
law ; that is to fay, a perfe® conformity to his

helg
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holy will *, Every the leaft deviation from it, by
tranfgreflion, or negle@ of duty, muft ftill be
evil in itfelf, and muft flill be feen, and efteemed
to be fo by the God of truth, who cannot lie.
Now, is there any thing in the gofpel that hath
the leaft tendency to leflen the fenfe of this obli-
gation, after it hath been once difcovered ? Very
far from it : on the contrary, all that Chrift hath
done for the falvation of finners, as its immediate

* Since mention has been made of perfe@ conformity to the

will of God, or perfe obedience to his law, as the duty of man,

. which is indeed rhe foundation of this whole do&trine, I think
it neceflary to obferve, that fome deny this to be properly re-
quired of man, as his duty in the prefent fallen ftate, becaul: he

is not ableto perform it. ~ But fuch do not feem to attend either -

to the meaning of perfeét obedience, or to the nature or caufe
of this inability. Perfet cbedience is cbedience by any crea-
ture, to the utmoft extentof his natural powers, Evenin’a ftate
of innocence, the holy difpofitions of Adam would not have
been equal in firength and ativity to thofe of creatures of an
higher rank : but furely to love God, who is infipitely amiable,
with all the heart, and above all, to confecrate all his powers
apd faculties, without exception, and without intermislion, to
Ged's fervice, muft be undeniably the duty of every intelligent
creature. And what fort of inability are we under to pay this ?
Our natural facu!ties are furely as fit for the fervice of God as
for any bafer purpofe: the inability is .only moral, and lies
wholly in the averfion, of our hearts from fuch employment.
Duoes this then take away the guilt? Muft God relax his
law becaufe we are not willing to ubcy it? Confult even modern.
philofphers ; and fuch of them as allow there is any fuch thing
as vice, will tell you, thatitlies in evil or mifplaced affections,
Will thenthat which is ill initfelf excufe itsfruitsinany degree
from guilt or blame? The truth is, notwithftanding the loud
charge of licentioufnefs upon the truths of the gofpel, there is
no other fyftem that ever [ perufed which preferves the obliga-

tion of the law of Ged int its firength : the moft part of them,’

when, throughly examined, juft amount to this, that m:n are,
bound, ajd that it is RIGHT and MEET and FIT that they
fhedld-bic as good and as holy as they themfelves incline,

con-

-
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-eorifequence,; ‘maghifies the.: Iaw, and makes it
honourable, . .. ' - R N '

¢ ‘Rerhaps it'may bé thought, that the rekaﬁng

a finner from' the: fan&ion .of the law, or the.pu-
nithment incurred, by pardon purchafed and be-
ftowed, has this effeGt: and here it 4s, to be fure,
that men, 'by their -partial views, -aré apt to fup-
pofe’the obje@iondies. - Buit et us-only refledt,
that 'the ebligation to duty’and dbedience to'the
Crearor, haeh been feen by a'believer in the firong-
eft light, and muft continue to be fenfible. Will
"he then'be induced to a& in the face of -a per~
<eived obligation, by an inftance of unfpeakable
mercy { Is this:reafonable to fuppofe ? ‘or rather,
is it not felf-contradi®ory and abfurd ? "It is fo far
frombeing trug, ‘that this mercy-difpdfes:to obe-
dietice, as a pécaliar and additional motive, ‘as.{
fhall aftewards thew more fully in its properplace,
" Tn the:mean time, it is felf-evident, that it can be
no hindrance. What leads us into error in this
matter, is what happens fometimes in human af:
fairs. In a human governmient mercy, ora pro-
#nife of ‘impunity for -paft ‘crimes, may enable,
tho’, even in that cafe, not incline arebelhous
traitor to renew his wickednefs. But this 7 a
moft unjuft and partial view of the cafe, in which
the very circumftance is wanting upon which thé
«<hief firefs ought 20 be laid, ~Humin laws seach

. - i Lo [ S V! 'Ofﬂy
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only outward adiens, becaufe human knowledge
is fo imperfeQ, that it cannot difcover. the difpo-.
fition of the heart: and as all profeffions are not
fincere, fo kindnefs isoften beftowed an improper
- obje@s. This kindnefs, however, though it may
difcover the impropriety, it cannot caufe it.
- But make the fimilitude complete, and fee how
it will lead us to determine. Suppofe one who
hath been in rebellion, desply and inwardly con-
vinced of the evil of rebellion, and his ob-
ligation to {ubmiffion ; fuppofe this convi&ion fo
ftrong, that he confefleth the juflice of the fen-
tence condemning him to die, which is very con-
- fiftent with a defire of life: will a pardon offer«
_od or intimated to fuch a perfon make him dif+
~ loyal ? Is this its natural, nay, is itits paffible ef-
" fe&? If it could be fuppofed to have any fuch
confequence at all, it could only be in this. dif-
. eaht way, that patdon feems to leflen the fenfe
of a judge’s difpleafure at the crime. But even
this can have ne'place here, becanfe fufficient
care is taken to prevent any fuch sbufe of it,
by the fubftitution and vicarious fufferings of 2
Mediator.
1 cannot help obfervmg here, that the finili-
" tude above 'ufed will lead us to the difcovery of
one great caufe of the obje&tion againft which I
am reafoning. It arifes from that corruption- ef .
hwt. and inward oppoﬁuon to the law of God
in
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in its extent and purity, which is in ai men by
pature, and continues in all who are not renew-
ed in the fpirit of their minds. As they have a
firong tendency and iaclination to tranfgrefs the
law where they dare, they are ready to think,
that the hopes of impunity muft encourage every
enc to a bold violation of . And no doubt this
would be true, if there could be any redl éfteem,
or “cordial acceptance of the gofpel, without a
previous conviGtion of the obligation of the law,
and the guilt and demerit of every tranfgreffor *.
But fuppofing what is in truth the cafe with every
believer, that there is a real and' ftrong convi&tion
of the obligation of the law of God upon every
rational creagiire, which cannot be taken away ;
to imagine thatthe mercy of God in pardoning
finners for Chrift’s fake will leffen or weaken the
fenfe of .this obligation, is.a moft manifeft con-
tradiction. On: the contrary, fin muft needs
bave received 2 mortal blow, the love of it muft
neceflarily have been deftroyed, before pardon in

* But this is impoffible: for tho’ thete may be fome fort of
fear of rniﬂ:nent, occafioned by difplays of divine power,
where there is no true humiliation of mind, or genuiae con- -
vi&ion offin ; this is but lilee the impatient firuggles of a chained
flave, inftead of the willing fubje@tion of a penitent child, Theze
i ftill in all fuck an inwsrd murmuring againgt the fentence, as
that of an unjuft and rigorous tyrant, and not of 2 righteous
judge. Thercfore, tho® fuch fhould pretend to rely on the.me-
a;m_of ‘Chriftforpardon and delivetance, it is plainly not from
their hearts, .and therefore neither to the faviag of theis fouls,

war to the refoumation of their lives,
: this
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this way could be fought or obtained: fo that
the apaftle might well fay, How fhall we that
& are dead to fin live any longer therein "

o - . In the fecond place, ke who believes in Chrift,
and expels juftification through his :mputed
righteoufnefs, muft-have the deepeft and ﬁfonge&
{enfe of the evil of fin in itfelf. - This is in a
good ' meafure: included: in, |.or an.immediate
conlgquence of, what has been already mentioned.
For-the obligation of the law; as hinted above,
is but very imperfe&, if we condider it only as
founded on the power of God, and ‘the depens
flence of the creature; and not alfo:on the holi-

" pefs, juftice, 39d gaodnefs of the law itfelf. ‘In
t‘hc fult fenfe, perbaps,.it may be felt by the .
wxcked in thisiworld, at leaft, we dre fiire, itds
felt by devils and damaped fpifits in a feparate
ftate. They know that they muft {uffer, becaule
they will not abey. - But where :there.is 2 com-
plete fenfe of pbligatian," it implies 4 belief of the
righteoufnefs -of the law, as well as the power of
the law-giver, of the equity, nay, the excellence
of the command, ‘as well a¢ the feverity of the
fan&ion. Al fuch' not only believe that God
will punifh for fin, but that it is moft juft that

" he thould do fo, and that ﬁn has richly de('enr-
ed it.

. It may therefore feem unneceflary to add a0y
ﬂung on this fubject more than has been already
. © faid:
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faid: but I have mentioned it by it(elf, becaufe *

befides that fenfe of the obligation and purity of
the law of God, which muft pave the way to a
finner’s acceptance of the righteoufnefs of Chrift,
there is a difcovery of the evil of fin, and its
abominable nature,. in every part of this ¢ myf-
¢ tery of godlinefs, God manifefted in tite flefh,”
and the truths founded upon it; fo that the more
thefe are believed, and the more they are at-
tended to and recolleQed, the more muft the be-
liever be determined to hate and abhor every
wicked and falfe way ; every new view whigh he
takes of the gofpel of his falvation, every a& of
truft and confidence exerted upon it, muft in-
creafe his hmror of fin, and excite him to fly
fram, it.

Let us confider a: httle what viewsare prcfented
us: of the evil of {in in the doérine of Chrift, and
of him crucified. Here we ‘fee that a holy and
jult Ged would not forgive fin without an atone-

ment. - What a demonftaation is this of its ma-

’ lignity, if carefully attended to, and kept con-
ftantly 'in our eye, as a part of our very idea of
the Divine Nature! The difficulty in this cafe ig
our partiality in our own caufe; we are unwilling
to think fin {fo very blame-worthy, becaufe this
is ‘condemning ourfelves: but, let us confider
what views an all-wife and impartial God hath
" of it, and form ours upon his.' And that we may
Voui. . C

not

[
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not fo much as once blafphemoufly imagine, that
he alfo is partial on his own fide, let us remem-
ber that he is the God of love, who, by this very
falvation, hath magnified his love in 2 manner
that pafleth knowledge. He fhews his fenfe of
the -evil of the crime, even whilft he is contriv~
ing, nay, in the very contrivance of a proper
way for the criminal’s efcape. He is not, fo to
fpeak, fetting forth the malignity of the offence,
i order to juﬂify the feverity of his own ven-
geance, but he is exerting his amiable attribute
of mercy, and yet here muft the evil of fin appear.

‘Confider, in a particular manner, upon this
fubje&, the dignity and glory of the perfon who
made this atonement. The value of the purchafe
may be feen in the greatnefs of the price ; the
evil of fin in the worth of the propitiation.
« For we are not redeemed with corruptible
¢ things, fuch as filver and gold, but with the
¢ precious blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb with-
¢ out blemifh and without fpot*.” It was no
lefs a perfon than the eternzl and only begotten
Son of God, who was before all worlds, the
brightnefs of his Father’s glory, and the exprefs
image of his perfon, who fuffered in our ftead-
Whoever confiders the frequent mention in the
facred oracles, of the glory and dignity of the

~— gperfon of Chrift, muft be fatisfied that it is not

® 1 Pet, i, 12,
without
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‘without defign ; and none can truly relifh or im-

" prove thefe truths, but fuch as thence learn the
evil of fin, the immenfenefs of that debt which
required one of fo great, nay, of infinite and in-
exbauttible riches, to be able to pay it. A crea-
ture indeed behoved to fuffer ; and therefore he
became the fon of man, but intimately united te
the Creator, God blefled for ever. It was one of
the firft and earlieft confeffions of faith, That
Jefus Chrift was the Son of God; and this be=

lief muft have the ftrongeft influence in thewing .

us the evil of fin, which none elfe was able to
expiate.

In many paﬁ'ages of Scnpture, God’s fendmg
his own Son into the world to fave finners, is re-
prefented as the ftrongeft proof poflible of his
compaflion andlove. The nearnefs of the rela-
tion teaches us, as it were, to fuppofe fome reluc-
tance in beflowing him; in allufion to which
there is a beautiful expreffion of the apoftle Paul,
< * He that fpared not his own Son, but deli-
¢¢ vered him up for-us all, how fhall he not with
¢ him alfo freely give us all things?” The very
fame thing fhews, with equal clearnefs, “his ab-
horrence of fin. However ftrongly difpofed to
faye finners, he would have fin to be expiated,
though his own Son fhould be the vi&im : if any
thing could have made.him difpenfe with it, this

# Rom, viii, 32,

C2 fhould
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hould furely have bad the effe&t: and therefore
the condemning of fin feems to have been as
.much in view, as the falvation of the finner.
Every light in which we can view this fubje,
eontributes to fet before. us the evil of fin. I fhall
only mention further, the greatne(s and feverivy
-of the fufferings of. our Redeemer, as they are
reprefented both prophetically, to fhew how much
was exalted, and hiftorically, to fhew what. was
~ paid. As the whole of his life was to be a ftate
-of humiliation and forrow, it is faid, ¢ * As many
t¢. were aftonifhed at thee, his vifage was fo mar-
¢¢ red more than any man, and his form than the
< fons.of men.” Again, ¢¢ He is-defpifed and
« rejeéted of men, a man of forrows, and ac-.
<« quainted with grief; and we hid, as it were; '
<« our faces from him ; he was defpifed, and we
4¢ efteemed him not.” . -Once more, * He was
4 wounded for our tranfgreflions, he was bruifed
4% for our iniquities: the chaftifement of our
<¢ peace was upon him, and with his ftripes we
¢« arc healed.” In the hiftory of his life in the
new teftament, we fee all this verified, in thé
meannefs of his birth, and the continued infults
and reproaches thrown upon him during the .
courfe of his life, There is one remarkable paf(-
fage, John viii. 57. ¢ Thou art not yet fifty
s« years old, and haﬁ thou feen Abraham #”” The .

*+ Ifa, lii, 14, liii, 3, 5. .
meaning
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meaning of this is hardly obvious, unlefs we fup--
pofe that his natural beauty and bloom was fo-
wafted and decayed by forrow, that he feemed to~
firangers near twenty years older than he’ really
was. ’

In the clofe of the gofpel we bave an account’
of the laft fcene of his fufferings, in the garden,:
and on the crofs. ¢ He was fore amagzed, and
¢ very heavy.—His foul was exceeding forrows-
ful, even unto death.—His {weat was as it-

were great drops of blood, falling down to the ™ -
¢ ground.” He was at laft ftretched-on an ac-

curfed tree, where the pain of a tortur’d body was -
but fmall to the anguifh of an overwhelmed fpi+
1it, which conftraired him to utter this heavy "~
" complaint, ¢ My God, my God, -why haft thou-
¢¢ forfakenme ?”  Let the Chriftian ftand at the .
foot of the crofs, and there {ee the evil of fin,-
which required fo coftly an expiation. Let him
there fee the holinefs and juftice of God in its-
punithment. Let him hear the moft High, faying, -
¢ Awake, O fword, againft the man who is my
¢¢ fellow.”” And let him thence learn, how much
fin is the obje of divine deteftation.

Hath a believer then a firm perfuafion of all
thefe truths ? Are they the frequent theme of his
© meditations ? And muft they not neceffarily fill
him with an abhorrence of fin, inflame him with -
. ahatred of it, and excite in him a{elf-lothing on

'Cg its

(138

s
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its account? Thus it is faid in the prophetic
writings, ¢ + They fhall look on me whom
¢ they have pierced, and they fhall mourn for
¢ him, as one mourneth for his only fon, and
¢¢ fhall be in bitternefs for him, as one that is
$¢ in bitternefs for his firft-born.””  And muft not
a repetition of the fame views ftill ftrengthen the
impreffion, fo that, as the apoftle Paul tells us of
himfelf, ¢* * The world will be crucified unto
¢ him, and he unto the world.”

Tam fenfible, that thefe things will have no fuch ef-
feCt upon the enemies of the gofpel, who difbelieve
them, or upon thofe Chriftians, if they deferve
the name, who difguife, explain away, or give up -
. the fatisfaion of Chrift; or even thofe who have
~ a ftrong tinéture of a legal fpirit, and are for con-
tributing fomewhat toward their acceptance with
God, by their own merit, and defe&ive obedience.

Such cannot relith thefe fentiments; and there- *°

fore it may feem improper, in reafoning againft
enemies to bring them at all in view, But let it
be remembred, that however little many believe
fuch things, they may yet perceive, if they will -
attend to it, their natural operation upon thofe
who do believe them. And let any modern adept

- in the fcience of morals fhew in his account of
the foundation of morality, and the nature of
obligation, any thing that hath a force or influence

1 Zech. xii. 10, * Gal. vi, 14.
equal
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equal to this: or, will the nominal felf-righteous
Chriftian, who thinks Chrift only made up fome’
little wants which he finds in himfelf, or that his
death had only fome gencral expediency in it, ever
be equally tender in his pra&tice, with him who
fees fo much of thé purity of the law of God, and

_ his deteftation of fin, as to. efteem all his own
own righteoufnefles but as filthy rags, and bot-
toms his hope of acceptance wholly upon the .

. perfe@ righteoufnefs of bis Redeemer?

'““ .. In the third place, He who expeds juftification
ouly through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrifty
has the moft awful views of the danger of fin:
He not only fees the obligation and purity of the
law, but the feverity of its fantion. It is a feas
of wrath from the avenger of blood, that perfuades
bim to fly to the city of refuge. - And if we com-
pare the fentimments of others with his, either the
generality of a carelefs and blinded world, or thofe
who a¢t upon contrary principles, and a different:
fyftem from that which we are now defending,.
we Iball find, that not one of them hath fuch ap-
prehenfions of the wrath and vengeance of God-
due on the account of fin, as the eonvinced fin-
ner, who flies to the propitiation of Chrift for de -
liverance and refcue. :

I am very fenfible, that many readers will be
ready to challenge this argument as prefled into-
the fervice, and wholly improperupon my fcheme:

C 4 -+ they
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they will fuppofe, that every believer, in confe-
quence of his faith in Chrift, is fcrecened from
the penalty of the law, and fheltered from the
ftroke of divine juflice; he is therefore no more
under this fear; and its being no more a motive
of action, in the future part of his condu@, is the
very ground of the objection I am attempting to
remove. This is no doubt plaufible; but let it
be remembred, in what way it is that believers
are freed fromtheir apprehenfions of the wrath: of
God ; it is by their acceptance of his mercy thro”
faith in Chrift. Eefore the application of this re«
medy, they faw themfelves the children of wrath,
and heirs of bell ; and they ftill believe, that eve-
1y fin deferves the wrath of God, both in this life,
and that which is to come. Wil they therefore
se-incur the danger from which they have fo lates
ly efcaped, .and of which they had fo terrible
view ? will they do fo voluntarily, even although

. they know the remedy to be ftill at hand, fill rea-

dy to be applied, and certainly eftectual? Suppofe
any perfon had been upon the very point of pe+
rithing in a violent and rapid ftream, and faved
when his firength was well nigh exhaufted, by the
happy intervention of a tender-hearted paffenger,
would he voluntarily plunge himfelf azain into
the flood, even although he knew his deliverer -
were ffanding by, ready for his relief? ~The fup-
pofition is quitc unnatural; and it is equally fo
' : to
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to  imagine, . that one faved from divine wrath«
will immediately repeat the provocation, even.
‘whilt he trembles ‘at the thoughts of the mifery. -
-of that ftate from which he had been fo lately-
“delivered.

Let us only confider the ftrong fenfe which «
a-believer ufually fhews of the danger of others

inan unconverted ftate, from a perfuafion of -

their being under the wrath of God. He warns -
‘them, intreats them, pities them, and prays for -

‘them. He would not exchange with any one of -
them, a prifon for a palace, or a {eaffold fora ..

_throne. How then fhould he be fuppofed to -
follow them in their pra&xce, -and thereby to -
return to their ftate?

But perhaps, here again it will be urged, that -
this is improper ; becaule, according to the prin- -
ciples of -the aflertors of imputed righteoufnefs,
a-believer, being once in a juftified ftate, can--
not fall from grace; and therefore his fins do
not deferve wrath ; and he himfelf muft have,,
from this perfuafion, a flrong confidence . that, ,
be what they will, they cannot have fuch an
effe®: and accordingly, fome have exprefsly af<
firmed, that the future fins of the ele& are for«
given, as well as their pait,” at their converfion 3 :
nay, fome, that they are Juﬂxﬁed from all eter-
nity, that God doth not fee fin in a believer, that -
bis afflitions. are not punithments, and other -

: Cs things.
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things of the like nature. .Now, €ho’ I muft
confefs Ilook upon thefe expreflions, and many
more to be found in certain writers, whatever
glofles they may put upon them, as unguarded
and anti-fcriptural ; yet not to enter into the
controverfy at all, I fuppofe it will be acknow-
ledged by all without exception, that a believer’s
fecurity, and the impoffibility of his falling from
grace, is a fecurity of not finning, that is, of
not being under the dominion of fin, as much
as, or rather in order to his fecurity of deliver-
ance from the wrath of God. His pardon is fure ;
but this fecurity is only hypothetical, becaufe his .
~ faith and holinefs are fecured by the promife of
God: fo that, to fuppofe a perfon to fin with-
out reftraint, by means of this perfuafion, thae
bis falvation is fecured by his firft acceptance of
Chrit, is a fuppofition felf contradiftory. How-
ever ftrongly any man may affert that a believer’s
falvation is fecure, he will not fcruple, at the
fame time to acknowledge, that if fuch believer
fhould fin wilfully and habitually, and continue
to do fo, he would be damned ; but he will deny,
that any fuch cafe ever did, or ever can poflibly

_ happen*. .
PP The

. Indeed there can be nothing more unfair, than to take one
" part of a man’s belief, and thence argue againft another part, up =
on which the firft is exprefsly founded. If I thould fay, I am .

+  confident [ fhall never be drowned in acertain river, becaufe §
) am
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The obje&ion muft furely appear ftrongeft up~
on the principles of thofe who make the nature
of faith to confift in a belief, that Chrift died
for themfelves in particular, or of their owrr per-
fonal intereft in him, and the pardon and. life
which he hath purchafed, making affurance ef-
fential to its daily exercife. ~ Yet even thefe will
not deny, that their faith is not always equally.
ftrong, and that their aflurance is fometimes in--
terrupted with doubts and fears, Now, what,is-
the caufe of thefe doubts, and this uncertainty
Is it not always fin more dire&ly, or by con-
fequence ? So that fin renders their faith doubt-
ful, which is the very fame thing with putting
them in fear concerning their future ftate. I
deed it is not more fure that our Redeemer invites-
all weary heavy-laden finners to come unto him, -
that they may find reft, than it is that the un-
righteous fhall not inherit the kingdom of God.
So that-every inftance of voluntary fin, muft
throw back the believer (at leaft as to-his own
fentiments) into his former ftate,-till he-be again -
reftored by faith and repentance.

From this I think it evidently appears, that
the motive of the danger of-fin is not weakened, -
am refolved never to crofs it at all; would it not be 2bfurd to -
reafon thus ; here isa man who hath a perfuafion he will never
be drowned in this river ; therefore he will be furely very hcad-

ftrong and fool-hardy in fording it when it overflows ite banks,
which iscomtrary to the very foundation of my, fecurity 2 -

Cé , but
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but hathiits full force upon thofe who expe® jul- .’
tification by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift.
And, if it is not weakened, it muft be firength-
-ened by this perfuafion, fince, as I have fhewn
above, none have fo deep a fenfe of the obliga-
tion of the law, and the evil of fin, and by con-
fequence none can have fo great a fear of its aw-
ful fanCtion. That this is agreeable to Scripture,
might be thown at great length, where the put-
ting their right to the favour of God and eternal
life more and more beyond all doubt and quef-
tion, is recommended to believers as an obje& of
their care and diligence. .Thus fays the apof-
tle to the Hebrews, ¢¢ And we defire that every
¢ one of you da thew the {ame diligence, to the
- «¢ full affurance of hope unto the end *.”> And
the apoftle Peter, after a long enumeration of the
graces of the Chriflian life, fays, ¢ Wherefore
¢ the rather, brethren, give diligence to make
¢¢.your. calling and ele&ion fure +.” Nay, the
" fear of wrath, and of finally perithing, is repre-
f:nted by the apoftle Paul himfelf, as one view
at leaft, which habitually influenced his own con-
du&; ¢ Butl keep under my body, and bring
¢ jt into fubjection, kft that by any means,
¢ when I have preached to others, -I myfelf
¢ fhould be a caft-away1.” .

# Heb, vi, 11, 1 2Petiis 10,"  § 1Cor ix, 27

s In-

;_____‘_:_—-.—A
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In the fourth place, Thofe who expect juftifica-
tion by the imputed righteoufne(s of Chrift, have
the higheft fenfe of the purity amd holinefs of
the divine nature ard therefore muft .be under
an habitual convi@ion of the neceflity of purity,
in order to fit them for his prefence and enjoy-

" ment. If this do&rine, in its main defign, ar

by any of its. eflential parts, bad a teadency to
reprefent. God, (I will. not fay as delighting in
fin, but) as eafy to be pacified towards it, pafling
it by with httl notice, and punifhing it but very
flightly, there might be fome pretence for draw-
ing the conclufion complajned of from it. Far
I think it may be allowed as a maxim, that as is
the God, fo are his worfhippers, if they ferve
him in earncft. Whatever views they have of

. the object of their efteem and worfhip, they will

endeavour to form themfelves to the fame charac-
ter. But if, on the contrary, this do&rine pre~

" ferves the purity of God entire; nay, if it gives

us {till more ftrong, awful and ftriking views of
it; it can never encourage fuch as believe it, in
the practice of fin.

But that this is the cafe with all fuch as believe

“and underftand the do&rine of juftification by the

imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, may be demon-
ftrated in the cleareft manner. It might indeed
be thewn, from a great variety of arguments
founded upon the mediation of Chrift : at prefent

Iﬂlall‘ '
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1 thall mention but two, the propriety of which,
and their relation to the fubje® in hand, every
one muft immediately perceive. In.the firft
place, That Chrift behoved to fuffer by divine
appointment for the expiation of fin, is not only
equal with, but ftronger than, all other evidences
“of the - purity of God, and his abhorrence of fin.
It is an event of the moft ftriking and aftonithing
nature, every refleion upon which overwhelms
the mind, that the eternal and only-begotten Son
of God fhould aflume the likenefs of finful fleth,
. and ftand in the room of finners : even tho’ the
- ‘merited punifhment had been infli¢ted upon the
offenders themfelves, it would not have been
fuch a proof of the purity of God. Here, even
when he is inclined to mercy, its exercife is ob-
ftru&cd till juftice is fatisfied. Can any one con-
fider this without being deeply convinced, that
" heis a God ¢ of purer eyes than to behold ini-
e quityy” and with whom unrighteoufnefs can
have no communion? Will any, afterfuch views,
hope for his favour, while they retain the love of
fin, or-expeét to dwell in his prefence while they
-continue ftained with its po]luuon ?

The fame thing muft alfo carry convincing
evidence with it, that to fuppofe Chrift to have
bought an impunity Tor finners, and procured
them a licenze to offend, is feif-contradi¢tory,

and altogether inconfiftent with the wifdom and
: uni-
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: uniformity of the divine government: that he
never could hate fin fo much before, and love
it after the fufferings of Chrift: that he couM
-not find it neceffary to punith it fo feverely in
the furety, and yet afterwards love and bear
with it in thofe for whom that furety fatisfied.
Not only may this be clearly eftablithed by rea-
fon and argument, but it muft be immediately
felt by every one who fees the neceflity of the
atonement of their Redeemer. They will be fo
far from taking a liberty to fin, that, on the
contrary, they will be ready to cry out, ¢ Who
¢« can ftand before this holy Lord God *.” Ac-
cordingly we fhall find in experience, that none
are more ready to call in queftion the integrity of
their own charadter ; none more ready to fear
the effe@s of the fins that cleave to them, as
unfitting them for the divine prefence, than

fuch as truft folely in the merits of Chrift for
their acceptance with God. .

* Tt is a certain fad, that the number of perfons under dif-
trefs of mind by perplexing doubts, oranxious fears, concerning
their future ftate, is incomparably greater amongft the friends
than the enemies of this doétrine, By this1do nct at all mean
that either their doubtsaredutiful, or their fearsdefirable, Such
a ftate is to be looked upon as the fruit of their own weaknefs
and imperfe&ion, andas a chaftifement from a wife and gracious
God, either more immcdiately for corre@ing their fins, cr for
the trial, illuftration and perfeting of their grace and virtue;
but its being more common among thofe who believe in Chrift's
imputed rightcoufnefs, than others, is a plain proof that this
dottrine doth not naturally tend to infpire any with an upholy
boldnefs, or a fecure and flothful preflumption,

N The
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The fecond thing I propofed to mention in
the do&rine of Chrift’s mediation, which fhews
the purity of. the divine nature, is our continu-
ed approach to God by bim as an interceffor and
advocate. It contributes to keep continually up-
- on our minds a fenfe of the divine holinefs and’
purity, and of our own unworthinefs, that we are
not permitted to approach him but by the inter-
ceffion of another. Such a conduct in human af-
fairs, properly ferves to thew dignity and great-
nefs on the.one part, diftance and unworthinefs
on the other. The fame conduc then in God
towards us, doth it not convince us, that hc}nuﬁ
be fantified of all them that draw mear to him ?
And, whilft it makes imputed righteoufnefs the
condition, plainly thows the neceflity of inber
rent holinefs, as a qualification in our approaches
to his throne. Suppofe an earthly prince were
to be addreffed by two different perfons, one
who thought he had a title upon his own merit
to make an immediate application, and another
who could not approach him without one nearly
related to him, and in high favour at court, to
. procure his admiffion, and to back his requeft;
which of thefe would probably be moft refpect-
ful to - his fovereign, and moft folicitous to avoid
giving offence by his condu&? Surely the lat-
ter; and fo it is.always with the humble, mor-

tified belicver, .who ¢ counts all things but
« lofs
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¢¢ lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of
¢ Chrift Jefus *.,” -

Ia the fifth place, Tbofe who exped juftifica~
tion by the imputed righteoufne(s of Chrift, muft
.be induced to obedience, in the ftrongeft manner,
by the liberal and ingenuous motive of gratitude
and thankfulnefs to God. That it is the native
and genuine expreflion of gratitude to God, to
live a pure and holy life, I fuppofe will hardly be
denied : at leaft, this the Scriptures reprefent a3
pleafing him, ferving him, doing his will, ho-
nouring him: It is‘indeed extremely difficult to
conceive, how God all-mighty, and all-fufficient,
thould be at allaffe@ed with our condu&, either
good or bad : it feems to be improper to fay, that
he can be pleafed or difpleafed with our aétions,
or that he hath any intereft at ftake, Nothmg,
to be fure, can be more weak and impotent, than
the injuries offered, or the affaults made upon.
him by created beings.  As his nature is without
variablenefs or fhadow of turning, fo his happl-

" nefs is fuch, as can neither be increafed nor im-

paired. And yet, in this way, he himfelf hath
taught us to conceive of the matter, that holinefs
is not only an imitation of his character, but obe-
dience to his will ; and its contrary a tranfgref-
~fion of his law. Thefe have been the fentiments
of all nations without exception ; and, after the

' o phil g ot
utmoft
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utmoft efforts we can make to exempt him in our
minds from all human paffions or affe@ions, of
joy, anger, or difpleafure, we cannot help confi-
dering it flill as proper to fay, fuch a courfe of
life is agreeable, and fuch another is difpleafing
to God, and will provoke his wrath.

Is not gratitude then a principle of a&tion that
will be powerful and operative? Mankind in
general bear witnefs to this as they have agreed
in all ages ; to brand ingratitude with the blackeft
mark of infamy, and to reckon it among the moft
atrocious of crimes. And indeed we find by ex-
perience, that it is comparatively ftronger, for
the moft part, than the oppofite motives of force
or fear, There is a fort of natural tendency in
man to refift violence, and refufe fubmiffion to
authority, whilft they may be wan.by favours, and
melted to thankfulnefs and gratitude by kindnefs
and love : at leaft, this may be applied perfeétly

to the prefent cafe, where ths bare outward per-
formance (which may indeed be the effect of fear)
will not be accepted without the inclination of
the will. A flavifh dread both leflens the degree,
and debafes the nature of that obedience we
might effay to perform. This is an univerfal
principle; and, in particular, while the law of
God ftands in its force and rigour, as a covenant
of works, threatning death without hope of mer-
cy, againft every tranfgreﬂion, it begets a defpon-
dent
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dent floth, and, at beft ferves only to difcover our
fin and mifery ; nay, as the apoftle Paul ftrongly
and juftly reafons, it renders our corrupt affec-
tions more inflamed and violent by reftraint;
¢ * Nay, I had not known fin, but by the law 3
¢ for I had not known luft, except the law had
¢¢ faid, Thou fhalt not covet, &c.”

But let us new complete this argument, by
fhewing, that a believer in Chrift is under the
ftrongeft obligations, from gratitude, to do the will
of Ged. And how many confiderations concur in
fhewing this? The unfpeakable greatnefsof the
bleflings he receives, nolefs than deliverance from
everlafting mifery and anguiih, and a right to
everlafting gloryand happinefs,—The infinite and
affeing condefcenfion of the great and glorious
Giver, who, in mercy to tho(e who could not

-profit him at all, but, on the contrary, had highly

provoked him, laid help for them upon one who
is mighty to fave.—The aftonithing means em-
ployed in this defign, viz. God’s ¢ not fparing
¢ even his own Son, but delivering him up for
¢ us 2ll.” Well might the apoftle Jobn Tfay,
¢ + God SO loved she world, that he gave his
¢¢ only begotten Son, thawhofoever believeth
¢¢ in him fhould not perifli, but have everlafting
¢¢ life.”—But, above all, the fenfe which he

himfclf hath of his mifery and wretchednefs, No-
® Rom. vii, 7, 4+ Jobnm iii. 16, - -
thing -~
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thing can be more dreadful than the apprehenr»
fions which a convinced finner hath of his own
ftate : what, and how ftrong then muft his fenfe
of gratitude be, to him who hath given his Son,
and him who was given himfelf, for the purchafe
of his pardon ? With what earneftnefs will he
feek after, and with what chearfulnefs will he-
embrace, every opportunity of teftifying his thank--
fulnefs ! Will not the name of his Redeemer be-
precious, even ¢* as ointment poured forth ; his
laws delightfu] to him, and his honour dear ?
It is proper to obferve here, that the fingle
yiew of the bleflings of divine goodnefs, which.
muft have the ftrongeft influence in leading us to
a grateful refentment cf them, is peculiar to fuch-
as expect juftification through.the imputed righs
teoufnefs of Chrift ; viz. their being of free, un«
" merited grace and mercy. For, though there:
are claffes of Chriftians who pretend to difclaim

the belief of any merit in man, it would be no-

difficult matter to fhew, that there are none who
do not, by their profefled principles, or their ufual

language, fuppofe it, excepting thofe defcribed:

in the beginning of this difcourfe. And fuch not:

only believe his mercy to be unmerited, but that.’
they have juftly deferved his wrath and indigna- -

tion, nay, and that they continually do fo, even.
in their beft ftate ; their pureft and holieft a&tions
havma fuch fins attending them, or fuch a mix-

true -

‘




JUSTIFICATION. 45

-ture andalloy of unholinefs and impurityin them,

as, if they were weighed in.the exa& balance of
juftice, would be fufficient to procure their total

\ rqc&lon.

In how ftrong a lnght is'this reprefented by the
facred writers ; and how powerful does its ope-
Fation appear to be upon themfelves? They feem
penetrated and pofleft with a fenfe of the love
of Chrift; and of God in him, as having finners
for its object. Thus the apoftle Paul reafons
¢¢ For fcarcely for a righteous man will one die,
< yet, peradventure, for'a good man fome would
¢ even dare to die. But God eommendeth his
¢ love towards us, in that while we were yet fin-
% ners, Chrift died for us*.” And again, *“If -
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
“¢¢ God by the death of his Son +.”—WHhatafenfe
of the love of Chrift is difcovered by the two fol-
lowing paflages of the fame apoftle! < That
< Chrift may dwell in your ‘héarts by faith'; that |
¢ ye being rooted -and grounded in love, may be
&« able to comprehend with all faints, what is the
¢ breadth and length, and depth, and height;
“ and to know the love of Chrift, which paffeth
« knowledge 1.” - The other is, ¢ If any man
< Jove not the Lord ]efus Chrift, let him be ana-
¢ thema, Maranatha § ;" than which nothing’

[

. eould more ftrongly exprefs his own fenfe of the'

* Rom.v. 7,8 4 Rom,v. 10, § Eph,iii, 17, 18,19,
§ 1Cor, xvi, 22,

obligation,
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obligation. It deferves notice alfo, that the in-
fpired writers do often reprefent it as one of the
ftrongeft arguments againft fin, that it is a re-
proach and dithonour brought upon our Re-
deemer and Lord, ¢ For many watk, of whom

< 1 have told you often, and now tell you even '

¢ weeping, that they are enemies of the crofs
¢¢ of Chrift*. Seeing they crucify to themfelves
¢¢ the Son of God afrefh, and put him to an open
¢ fhame +.”

I muft again here, as on a former branch of
the fubje, obferve, That, no doubt, fuch argu-
ments as thefe, will have little or no effe® upon
thofe who have but an imperfe& belief of them,
which, it is to be feared, is the cafe with not a
few who go under the name of Chriftian. But,
is it not very evidert, that they muft have the
ftrongeft imaginable influence upon all fuch as
are aGtuated by a lively faith in the do&rine of
redemption ? They muft fee themfelves indebted
to the undeferved mercy and love of God for fa-
vours of infinite value, and therefore muft cer-
tainly endeavour to exprefs their gratitude by an
intire confecration of their lives to their bene-
fa&or’s fervice.

_ This leads me to obferve in the 6th and laft
place, That thofe who expe& juftification by the
imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, muft be poflett
r_,/a fupreme or fuperlative love to God, which is not

 Phil, iii. 18, " 4 Heb. vi. 6. :
only
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only the fource and principle, but the very fum
and fubflance, nay, the perfe@ion of holinefs.
That thofe who believe in and hope to be ac-
cepted, and finally faved, through the imputed
righteoufnefs of Chrift, muft be poflefled of a fu-
preme love to God, appears from what hath been
already faid upon the fubjet of gratitude. Love
is the moft powerful means of begetting love. -
Thus fays the apoftle John, ¢ We have known
¢ and believed the love that God hath unto
¢ us; God is love*.” And a little after,

- ¢« We love him, becaufe he firft loved ust.”

The infinite and unfpeakable mercies which he
hath beftowed on us, with all the circumftances
attending them, the means and manner of their
conveyance, which have been hinted at above,
muft neceffarily excite the moft ardent love in re-
turn, and every proper expreffion of it. ‘This is_
their immediate and natural, -nay, this is their
neceflary and unavoidable effe&®. ¢ For the love
<¢ of Chrift conftraineth us, becaufe we thus
¢¢ judge, that if one died for all, then were all

* ¢¢ dead ; and that he died for all, that they which

¢ live fhould not henceforth live unto them-
<¢ felves, but unto him which died for them, and
¢ rofe againi.”
If any fhall think proper to aﬂért, That fa-
vours beftowed are not to be confidered . as the
# 3 Johniv, 16, 4 1Johniv.ag. 13 Cor, v.14.

true
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true and formal caufes of love, but the excellence
and amiable quahtles of the obje&. Thus, for
example, fuppofing any perfon of a charaller juftly
Thateful in itfelf, from caprice, felf -intereft, or any
other finifter motive, to beftow many fignal fa-
vours upon another, the bencﬁc:ary might receive,
and delight in the favours, without efteeming,
_ nay, even when he could not efteem, the giver.
If this is coofidered as an obje&tion againft
what I have juft now faid, and the conclufive-
nefs of the argument to be founded upon it; I
offer the two following anfwers toit. 1ft, That
in the account given in Scripture of the re-
demption of the world by the fubflitution of a
Saviour, and the juftification of finners by the im-
puted righteoufnefs of Chrift, there is the brighteft

difplay of all the divine perfeGtions. The al-

mighty power, the unfearchable wifdom, the
houndlefs goodnefs, the inflexible juftice, and in-
violable trdth of God, fhine in this great defign,
. with united fp]endour Every attribute, that can
in reafon claim ourveneration and efteem, as well
as our thankfulnefs and gratitude, is here to be
feen.  Even the perfe@tions of juftice and mercy
(whnch I will not call jarring atetibutes, as fome
too harfhly do, but) which feem to reﬁram and
limit each other in their exerc:fe, are ;omtly il-

Tuftrated, and fhine more brightly by their union, -

than they could have done feparately ; and, at
the
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the fame time, the purity and bolinefs of the Di-

_ vine Nature, which is the fum of them all, is

deeply imprefled upon the mind.  So that here is
every thing that can produce love ; worth, and ex-
cellence to merit it, love and kindnefs to excite
and raife it. From this it evidently appears, that
he who believes in the imputed righteoufnefs of
Chrift, muft have a fuperlative love of God.

But 2dly, Left it fhould be faid, that many
have not this view of the do&rine in queftion,- as
honourable to God, and reprefenting him in an
amiable light, but the contrary ; I obferve, that
there muft have been a difcovery of - the glory of
God, as thining in this plan of falvation, to all
who cordially embrace it. Nothing elfe could
induce them to do fo. If its enemies do not fee
this, and therefore fet themfelves againft it ; this -
confirms the different and honourable fentiments
‘entertained by its friends ; fo that even fuppofing
(what we will never grant) that this view of the
amiablenefs of the Divine Nature, as reprefented
in the gofpel, were not well founded ; yet, doubt-
lefs it is the view of thofe ¢ who count all
¢ things but lofs for the excellency of the know-
¢ ledge of Chrift *,” and glory in nothing but

¢ his crofs.”
The truthis, notwnthf’candmg any cavilling ob-’

: Je&wns tbat may be raifed againtt it, many fa-

* Phil, iii. 8,
Vor, I, D  vours
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vours received by one to whom they are abfolutely
neceflary, and by whom they are infinitely prized,
muft naturally and neceffarily produce love. This
will be reckoned - a firft principle, by every un-
prejudiced mind ; and it is always fuppofed in the
Holy Scriptures, where the faints are reprefented
as under the habitual and powerful impreffion of
love to God, for his love to them manifefted in
their redemption. Thus fays the apoftle Paul,
¢¢ For I am perfuaded, that neither death, nor
«¢life;, norangels, nor principalities, nor powers,
¢ nor things prefent, nor things to come, nor
¢ heighth, nor depth, nor any other creature,
¢¢ fhall ‘be able to feparate us from the love of
¢ God, which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord.”
"Now, is there any thing more neceflary to
{how, that thofe who believe and truft in the im-
puited righteoufnefs of Chrift mut be holy in their
lives, than their being under the influence of a fu-
preme loveto God? Is notthis the firft and great
commandment of the law, ¢ Thou fhaltlove the
¢¢ Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and with
¢t all thy foul, and with all thy mind*?” Is not
this a never-failing fource of univerfal obedience?
as they love God, will they not love their bre-
thren alfo: the very worft of men, becaufe
they are the creatures of God ; and the righteous
more efpecially, becaufe they are his faints, his
"% Matt, xxii, 37
chofen
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“chofen ones ? Can they love God fupremely, and

yet voluntarily difpleafe him, breaking his com-
mandments, or refifting his defigns ! We know
that love hath a quite different effe&t, in every
other and inferior inftance, endearing to us every.
thing related to the perfon who poflefles our
efteem and affeGtion § how then can it be fappofed -
fo prepofterous in. this fingle cafe, when it is fixed-
on the greateft, and the belt of objeéts?

It is a received maxim, That there can be no
true love, where there is not fome likenefs.and
conformity of nature. and difpofition to the ob-
je&t beloved, and an endeavour after more. And
thisis 2 maxim that will in no cafe hold more in-
fallibly, than in moral fubje@s. It is impoflible
that we can love purity, if ourfelves are impure;
nay, it is even impoffible that we can underftand
it. Though an unholy perfon may have a very
penetrating genius and capacity, may think acute-
ly, and perhaps reafon juflly upan many, or moft
of the matural attributes of God, he can neither
perceive nor admire his moral excellence. In-
ftead of perceiving the glory of God as iffinitely
holy, he hates, and fets himfelf to-oppofe this part
of his charadler, or to fubftitue' fomething quite
different in its room*. Or, if we can fuppofe

: ‘ ~ him
" # This is the true reafon why mény fowarmly oppofe God’s

vinditive juttice, and thatin tll;e face of many awful examples*"
2 @
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him able, or from any particular reafon inclined,
to tell the truth, as to what God is, he can never
«difcern or feel his glory or beauty in being fuch.
For why, he himfelf is unholy; that is tofay, in’
.sther words, he fupremly loves, and hath his af-
fe&tions habitually fixed upon fomething that is
mot Ged, fomething that is contrary to God’s
nature, and a breach of his law. R
Let us continue to refleét a few moments upon
#his fubje, which is of great importance, vary-
ing a little the light in which it is viewed. Let
ws confider what is meant by a fupreme and fu-
perlative love to God. Thefe words muft have a
sneaning. It is not a fupreme love of a certain
nature, or perfon,called God, whom no man hath
feen, and of whom we know no more but the
name. In this cafe the old maxim would hold,
¢¢ Ignoti nulla cupido;” there can be no affec-
tion, of either love or hatred, towards an obje&
wholly unknown. A fupremelove of God there-
fore, where it really hath place in any heart,
of it, even in the prefent p;rtial and imperfe&.aifbenfaﬁon.
That there ace many marks of God’s difpléafure aguinft fin,
even in that part of his government which is at prefent fub-
je&ted to our view, and aHo diftin& warnings of a ftrifter reck-
pning to come, I fhenld think, might be, to an impartial per-
fon, paft all doubt : and yet, this is derided and denicd by many,
snerely becaufe they can never think that a perfeion in the
Divine Nature, for which they have no love or efteem in their
own hearts, All who love God, then, muft be like him; and

«venthefe whowillnot be what he really is, are always ftrong-
dyinclined, at leaft, to fuppofe him what they themfelves are,

- . muft
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muft mean the love of a chara&er in fome mea=
fure underftood, though not fully comprehended.:
In fhort, aecording to the Scriptures, it is a fu-
preme love of the f{burce and pattern of moral
excellence, ‘'of a Being of infinite holinefs and’
purity, with whom ¢“evil cannot dwell.” Is'
not this, in truth.and reality, the love of holis
nefs itfelf, the fupreme love of it? Can we love
holinefs then, and' not afpire afterit? can we
love it, and not endeavour to pradife it? nay,
<an we love it, and not poflefs it ? can we love
holinefs fupremely, and live in fin habitually ¥
it is the groffeft contradiction, the moft abfolute
impoffibility. There is then a diametrical oppo-
fition between the love of God, and the fervice
of fin. To fappofe them confiftent, would be
fuppofing, that the tendency of the heart and’
affe&tions might be oppofite to the courfe of - the
li‘e, or fupremely fixed upon two things mutually

* deftrutive of each other; on the contrary, our
Saviour juftly affirms, That *¢ no man can ferve
¢¢ two mafters; for either he will hate the one,.
¢¢ .andlove the other; .or elfe he will hold to the

" -4 one, and defpife the other. Ye cannot ferve
¢ God and mammon *.”
Once more, Isnot the love of God, I mean,

- the fupreme love of God, precifely what is meant
By holinefs ? It is not only an evidence of it, not

’ * Matt. vi, 24,

D3 only
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only a fource of it, not only an important branch,
but the fum and perfetion of it. For what is fin
in the heart, of which all evil a&ions are butthe
fruits and expreffions, and from which they de-
rive their malignity and contrariety to the di-
vine will ? Is it not the love and purfuit of infe-
rior obje&s on their own account, and giving
them that place in our affe&tions which is due
only to God? All fins, of whatever kind, may
be eafily reduced to this, and fhown to be no-
thing elfe, but the alienation and eftrangemens
of our heart and affe&ions from God, to whom
alone they are due; which, fo far as it pre-
vails, ncceflarily occafions a mifapplication of
every faculty of our minds, and of every mem-
ber of our bodies, and thus a rebellion of the
v.hole man, But whoever loves God above all,
and places his chief happinefs and delight in him,
is truly holy 3 not only will be fo as the effed,.
but really is fo, by the pofleflion.of this difpofi-
tion. In proportion as this love is increafed and
ftrengthened, his fan&ification is carried on; and
when jt is compleat and triumphant, entirely
free from the mixture of any bafer paflion, he
is perfe& in holinefs.

It may probably occur to fome readers, that
this reafoning will not accord with the accounts
given by many moderns of the nature and foun-

dation of virtue. Some found.it upon the pre-
fent

-
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fent prevailing tendency of our own difpofitions,
and make it point directly and immediately at.cur
own happinefs ; others found it upon our con-
nexions with our fellow-creatures in this ftate,
.and make it confift in benevolence of heart, and
beneficence in aftion ; others again, who- ap-
proach nearer the truth, but without precifion,
flile it an aQing towards every obje&, according
to reafon and the nature of things. Upon any
‘of thefe fchemes, the connexion, or rather coin-
cidence, above-alledged, between the love of
God, and virtue, ‘or moral excellence, does not
{o clearly appear. This indeed feems to me the

~great defe& of thefe accounts of the nature and
foundation of virtue, that they keep our relation

and obligations to Ged at a diftance at leaft, ard

‘much out of view. But as this is the firft com-
.mandment of the law which God hath revealed

to man for his obedience, ¢¢ Thou fhalt love the
¢ Lord with all thy heart, with all thy ftrength,
¢¢ and with all thy mind.”" So, upon a fair and
juft examination, the fupreme love of God will
be found the moft confiftent and rational accoung
of the nature of virtue, and the true fource from
‘which all other virtues, that are not fpuiionss
muft take their rife, and from which they derive

" their force and obligation : itis founded not cnly

upon the. relation of creatures to their Creator,.

_but on the inherent excellence of the Divine Na-

D4 o tuge.
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ture.. For fuppofing (what will fcarcely be de-
-nied) that God may be at all the object of our
‘efteem and love, it is plain, that we ought to
have the higheft efteem for the higheft excel-
lence, a fupreme love for what is infinitely ami-
able; and if our affeftions do in any meafure
prefer what is lefs to what is more worthy, they
.muft be, in that proportion, wrong and mifplaced.
As to fome of the phrafes (for they are no
more) which come into repute together, or in
fucceflion one after another, to exprefs the rife
and foundation of virtue, fuch as a fenfe of beau-
ty, of harmony, of order and proportion : this
is no explication of the matter at all ; it is only
transferring the language ufed with refpet to fen-
. fible objedls, to ethics or morality, in which it
muft be underftood figuratively, That there is
fome 2nalogy between thofe fubjeéls and morality,
may-be eafily confefled ; but there are few dif-
ferent fubjets in nature, between which as
ftrong, or a ftronger, analogy may not be traced.
For example, how eafy would it be to reduce all
notions of morality, nay, indeed all notions of
beauty in painting, or harmony in mufic, to
truth and reality, in oppofition to falthood?
Wollafton’s Religion of Nature Delineated is
an example of this, in which he refolves the
morality, or immorality, of every aftion, into
the truth or falfhood of 'a propofition. And,
whoever
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whoever reads the book will, I dare fay, be fen-
fible, that it is juft as natural and proper, as a
certain noble author’s raphfodies upon beauty
and harmony. In fhort, it were eafy to fhew;
that none of the accounts given of the nature of
virtue, have any meaning, trix;h or force in them,
but- fo far as they are founded upon, or coin-'

cident with, that which I have above given from
the word of God*

Thus

® There is one late writer, David Hume, Efq; who, itmuft
be confefled, hath excelled all that went before him in an ex-
traordinary account of the nature of virtue. 1 have taken ro, -
notice above of his principles, if they may be called fo, becaufe
1 think both him ahd them worthy of the higheft contempt 3
and would have difdained to have made mention of his name
but that it affords me an opportunity of exprefling my fenfe
of the wrong meafures taken by many worthy and able men,:
* who, in fermons and other difcourfes, give grave and ferious .
anfwers to his writings. As to himfelf, that man muft be
beyond the reach of conviction by reafoning, who is capable of
fuch an infult upon reafon itfelf, and human nature, as to 1ank
all natural advantages, mental and corporeal, among the vir-
tues, and their contraries among the vices. Thus he hath ex.
prefsly named wit, genius, health, cleanlinefs, taper legs,’
and broad fhoulders among his virtues ; difeafes he alfo makes
vices ; and confiftently enough, indecd, takes notice of the in+
fe&ious nature of fome dnl’e:ucs, which, I fuppofe, he reckons
an aggravation of the crime. And, as to mankind in genenal,
if they were at that pafs as to nced a refutation of fuch noh.-
ferfe, as well as implety, it wculd be in vain to reafon with
them at all. If I were to conttive an anfwer to this writer,,
it would be a vifible, inftead of a legxb e anfwer: it would be
to employ a painter to make a portrait of him from the life ;
to encompafs him with a few hieroglyphics, which it would
rotke difficult to devife ; to infcribe upen his breaf thefe wrss,
HEALTH, CLEANLII»ESS and BROAD SHOULDERS;
and put the following {entence in his mouth, which he halh
edopted from a French author, ¢ FEMALE INFIDELITY
: Dj © wacn
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Thus I have fhown, that thofe who bclieve
the ductrine of imputed righteoufnefs muft be
moft holy in their lives; that the obligations to
obedience are not weakcned, but ftrengthened
and confirmed by it. ‘This any impartial perfon
may be convinced of, who will refle@, that itis”
bardly poffible to conceive an obligation to duty,
of any kind, which may not be reduced to one
or other of thofe above-named: and, if [ am not
miftaken, none of them can operate fo ftrongly
upon any other fcheme, as that which is here
¢fpoufed, and which is fo evidently founded on
the Scriptures of truth. ’

There is, however, one general confideration,

-which it would be wrong to omit, in fhewing
the friendly influence of this do&trine upon holi-
nefs of life, although it doth not fo properly fall
under the notion ‘of a dire@ obligation; that is,
the great encouragement given in it to the ftudy
of purity and holinefs by the profpect of fuccefs.
Defpair of fuccefs cuts the finews of diligence
¢ when it is known is a fmall matter, and when it is not
¢ known, is nothing.”” This would be very proper when ap-
plied to his writings, who, as well as his friend and coadjutor
without a name, makes ¢¢ our moft important reafonings upon.
* many fubjeéts to reft vltimately upon fenfe and feeling.”” It
is probable fome over delicate perfons will think this is not
treating him with fufficient decency; but till there be a plan
agreed upon, of the meafures of decency due from infidels to
Chriftians, and from Chriftians to infidels, whether he docs

not deferve far worfe treatment from any who believes thé gof-
pel, 1leave to the judgmeat of thole who will read his writings,

in
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“in every enterprize. And particularly upon the
ubject of religion, nothing more effetually ener-
vates our refolutions, and leads to a fullen, de-
fpondent negle@ of duty, than an opinion that
‘we fhall not fucceed in attempting it, or fhal} not
be accepted in our endeavours after it, or our
imperfe&t attainments init. But the do&@rine of
juftification by the free grace of God, ¢ through
¢ the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus,” gives
. the greateft encouragement to all who will re-
turn-to their duty. This encouragement natu-
sally divides itfelf into two branches ; 1ft, The
fure hope of acceptance through Chrift. 2dly,
The powerful and effeQual aid provided for them
in the Holy Spirit, which he hath purchafed, and

beftaws for their fan@&ification. .
ift, The fure hope of acceptance through
Chrift Jefus.  Although fin hath greatly blinded
the minds of men, there is fhitl {o much of ¢ the
“¢ work of the law written in their hearts,” ag
muft make them fenfible that in many things
they offend, and muft give them grouad of foli-
citude and fear, while they expot to be juftified
by their awn. merits.  Accordingly we find, that
except the groffeft and boldeft infidels, of which
fort this age has furnifhed fome examples*, ali
'  claffes

.. ® Vide Effays on the principles of morality and natural re.
. ligions TFhefe effays conclude with an' addref2 to the Supreme
D6 Being,
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«clafles of men confefs themfelves guilty of many
fins, faults, or failings; fome expreffing them-
felves in a ftronger, and fome in a fofter ftile, ac-
cording to the greater or lefler degree of the de-
pravation of natural confcience. If there is any
meaning then in thefe words, they muft be liable
to the difpleafure of God in fome refpeéls, for
which they cannot themfelves atone ; and muft
therefore labour under, at leaft, much uncertainty
as to their acceptance. This muft weaken their

“ hands, and flacken their diligence, in an attempt
fo precarious in its iffue,

Perhaps fome may fay, that this is only level-
led againft thofe who deny all fatisfaltion, or all
ufe of the merit of Chrift, but not againft thofe
who expet to be juftified by their own merit
fo far asit goes, and truft in their Saviour for
making up what is wanting in themfelves. But'
of fuch I would afk,_how they fhall be fatisfied,
that they have gone as far with their own merit
as is requifite, if there is any ftre(s to be laid
upon it at all? Will they fay, as fome foolifhly
do, that they do all in their power, and truft in
Chrift for fupplying what may be fill defi-
cient ! If they dare refolutely ftand to this plea
at the laft day, when God fhall judge the fe-
Being, which contains the following words ; ¢ What mortals

«¢ term fin, . thou pronounceft to be only error; for moral evil
% vanifhes, in fome meafure, from before thy more pesfect fight.™

. crets

e
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crets of all hearts, that they have done all in their
power, there is really nothing wanting to them;

_they need no Saviour, they need no pardon. But
this is what no mere man that ever lived can fay
with truth. So that upon any fcheme, but an
entire reliance on the merits of Chrift for juf-
tification before God, there muft ftill be a dreadful
uncertainty, inconfiftent with that liberal and
ingenuous freedom with which the children of
God love and ferve him. Thefe, ftrongly pene-
trated with a fenfe of duty and obligation, deeply
humbled under a fenfe of fin, and refting on the
- perfet atonement made by their Saviour and fub-
ftitute, ferve him with alacrity and pleafure,
wearing the bonds of love. And, knowing the
weakne(s of their beft fervices while here, they
long for that blefled time when they fhall be
~ made perfe@ly holy, and yet fhall for ever ac-
knowledge themfelves indebted, for their place
in heaven, and their continuance there, to the
grace of God, and the love of their Redeemer.
The other. branch of the encouragement which
believers in Chrift have to diligence in duty, is
the promife of the Holy Spirit_to lead them into
all truth, and guide them to all duty. This pro-
mife is exprefsly made to believers, and their feed
after them, in every age of the church, to the
end of the world. Thus fays the apofile Peter,
¢ And ye fhall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghoft;
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« Ghoft; for the promife is to you, and te
s¢ your children, and to all that are afar off,
¢¢ even as many as the Lord our God fhall
¢ call*.” " And it is to this plentiful effufion of
the Spirit, that the prophets afcribe. the purity
and profperity of the church in the latter days.
«¢ For I will pour water upon him that is thirfty,
¢ and floods upon the dry ground : I will pour
s¢ my Spirit upon thy feed, and my blefling upon
¢ thine offspring, and they fhall fpring up as
« among the grafs, as willows by the water-
_$¢ courfes +.”

I am fenfible, that the nature and form of the
argument doth not permit me at once to fuppofe
the truth of this, and to make ufe of the dire&
agency and effetual operation of the Spirit of
God to prove the holinefs of faints. But it may
be eafily made appear, that the belief and perfua-
fion of this muft have the ftrongeft influence in-
animating their own endeavours. What more
proper for fuch a purpofe than the helief of an
almighty aid, certainly to be exerted in their
behalf? Muft not this igvigorate their powers,
and preferve them from finking through fear of
the number and firength of their adverfaries ?
Nothing but ignorance of themfelves can make
them boatt of their own ftrength. The refult of
experience in the ftudy of holinefs, muft be a

* Ads i 38, 3‘95 . 4, alivy 3, 4 -
' humbling
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humbling convition of the force of temptation,
and ftrength of paffion on the one hand, and the
“weaknefs and feeblenefs of human reafon and re-
folution on the other. Muft it not then be of
the greateft advantage to believers, to be under
an habitual perfuafion of the prefence and ope-
~ ration of the Spirit of God to fan&ify them
- wholly ? Without this the attempt would be al-
together vain; but this makes the exhortation
come with peculiar force and energy, ¢ Work
¢ outyour own falvation with fear and trembling:
% for itis God that worketh in you both to
é will and to do of his good pleafure *.”
' Tt'will be a fupport to the prefent argument to
, obferve, that fome fenfe of the weaknefs of hu-
man nature, and its mequahty to any thing ar-
duous and difficult, feems to have been pretty
univerfal in every country and in every age of
the world. Thus among the ancient Heathens,
of whom we have the fulleft account, all &reat
enterprizes were fuppofed to be undertaken at the
inftigation, and .executed by the affiftance, of
fome fuperior power.. Their poets always gave
out, that themfelves were infpired, and their
hero dire&ed by fome deity ; and moderns ge-
nerally fuppofe, that the very imagination of this
had no fmall influence on the fuccefs of the ate
tempt. The interpofition of deities was, indeed,
* Phil, ii, 1 13,
fo
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fo remarkable in the moft eminent ancient poets;.

that it has been reckoned a bra- .. i their art,
diftinguifhed by a particular pa.r-, -uiled the
machinery, and is now o isparab., joined, at-

leaft, to one fpecies of puetry. Nav, it was a
pretty general belief amone {uine nations, that

every particular perfon had an angel, (pirit, or

genius, to whofe care he was committed, who
affifted him in difficuity, and protefted him in
danger. Does not all this then evidently prove,
that a perfuafion of fuperior aid muft have the
moft happy influence on our a&ivity and diligence
in duty, and our progrefs in holinefs? Doth it
not make it reafonable to expe&, that thofe who
truft to nothing better than their own ftrength,
will be proportionably -low in their attempts,
and deficient in their fuccefs ; but that thofe whofe
eyes are fixed for diretion upon God, and who
live in a continual dependence on his grace, will

become truly partakers of a divine nature ?
Now, is not this the diftinguithing chara&er~
iftic of the fcheme of redemption by free grace,
.that it gives lefs to man, and more to God, than
any other plan? It feems indeed particularly to
point at this very defign in every part of it, to
abafe the pride of man, and to exalt the grace of
God. Self-denial is the firft condition of the
gofpel, and a renunciation of all felf-dependence
is the leffon continued tarough the whole.
¢ Surely

B Y]
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& Surely in the Lord have I righteoufnefs and
¢¢ ftrength,” may be called the motto of every
Chriftian, is a thort and comprehenfive fummary
of his faith, and the great foundation of his hope
" and truft. As then it has been fthewn, that he
is habitually inclined to obedience, with what
alacrity and vigour will he apply himfelf to his
duty, fince he believes that Almighty power is
conftantly engaged in his behalf; and that how-
ever unable he may be of himfelf, for any thing
that is good, yet a thorough and effectual
change will be wrought in him by divine power
What a firmnefs and fortitude muft be infpired
by the following paflage of the prophet Ifaiah,
and other promifes in the fame ftrain ? ¢ Haft
% thou not known, haft thou not heard, that
¢¢ the everlafting God, the Creator of the ends
of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary?
¢¢ there is no fearching of his underftanding.
¢ He giveth power to the faint; and to them
¢¢ that have no might he increafeth ftrength,
¢ Even the youths fhall faint and be weary,
¢ and the young men fhall utterly fall. But
. ¢ they that wait on the Lord fhall renew their
¢¢ firength: they fhall mount up with wings
as eagles ; they fhall run and not be weary,
¢ they fhall walk and not faint*.”

hd .“‘- 0, 28'—370

({4
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But
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But now, perhaps, after ail the advantages of
this doltrine pointed out in the preceding drf-
courfe, fome will be ready to afk me, if it can~-
not pofiibly be applicd to the encouragement of
impicty, or ferve to folter a fupine floth and neg-
ligence? To this [ am realy to anfwer, By fome
who profefs it, it may ; but by thofe who really
believe it, it never can, There is no-part of the
word, or providence of God, that may not be,
or that hath not frequently in fa& been, abufed to
bad purpofes, by wicked men under the dominion
of their lufts. But, in order to remove ambigu-
ity, it is proper to obferve, that wherever there
is a national profeffion of any religious pripciples,
there muft be many who are not believers, in
any other fenfe than that they have been accuf-
tomed to hear fuch and fuch things afferted, have
never enquired into nor doubted, feldom even
thought of them, and fo do not difbelieve them.
But there is a great difference between fuch a
traditionary belief as may produce a cuftomary
profeffion, and fuch a real and inward perfuafion

“as will change the heart, and influence the prac-

tice. That there may be fome of the firft fort

*of believers in the doctrine of imputed rightes

oufnefs, who are not toly, or perhaps abufe it,.
ill underftood, to unholinefs, I am willing to
allow; but that all thofe who believe it upon

.teal and. perfonal convition, muft be moft con-

{cientious
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fcientious in the praltice of every moral duty, I
Hope, hath been clearly made appear in the pre-

" ceding pages.

The above is all that was firft intended, in
the profecution of this argument : but, perhaps,
it will not be improper, before difnifing the
fubje@, to make a few refleCtions upon the re-
ception which it hath met with, and muft ftiil -
expe&t to meet with in the world ; upon its im-
portance and proper application.

It is very certain, being neither denied by
friends nor enemies, that this do&rine hath, in
all ages, not only been attacked with- the wea-
pons of human wifdom, but generally alfo loaded
with much reproach and contempt. After there-
fore ithath been fo far defended, as may fatisfy
every impartial'mind, and its influence upon prac-

" tice demonflrated, I obferve, that whatever im«

preflion this fa& may make upon others, it feerhs
to me no finall confirmation of its truth, as com-
ing from God, that it is contrary to the fpirit of
the world. This is both agreeable to Scripture
and to found reafon. The do&rine of ¢ Chrift
<« crycified,” the apoftle Paul tells us, ¢¢ wasto

. ¢¢ the Jews a ftumbling-block, and to the Greeks

¢ foolifhnefs*.” And, fpeaking of the effett of
the publication of this doltrine, he fays, ¢¢ Ye
¢ fee your calling, brethren, how that not
¢ 3 Cot, i 23
“’ many
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€ many wife men after the fleth, not many migh-
‘¢ ty, not many noble are called. But God hath
‘¢ chofen the foolith things of the world to con-
¢ found the wife; and God hath chofen the
¢ weak things of the world to confound the
¢ things which are mighty; and bafe things of
the world, and things which are defpiled,
¢ hath God chofen, yea, and things which are
¢ not, to bring to nought 'things that are*.”
This we are not_to underftand, as if the apoftle
yielded, that the gofpel was not agreeable to true
wifdom, or that the proper and legitimate ufe of
human wifdom would niot lead us to embrace it :
but it contains a ftrong intimation of a truth
not commonly attended to, that great natural
abilities have pretty much the fame influence on
the moral charaller with great wealth or tem-
poral profperity. They are both apt to intoxi-
cate the mind, and lead to pride, arrogance;
and felf-conceit : and perhaps intelle€ual pride
is as great an obftruQlion to the difcovery of truth,
as any bad difpofition whatfoever. We are alfo’
taught, that God ordered and difpofed of things:
in this manner, for the wife ends of his provi
dence, for the fubje@ion of the arrogance and
boafted wifdom of men; or in the words of the
apoftle, ¢¢ That no flefh fhould glory in his pre-
¢¢ fence.” The reception then which this doc-
. ¢ g Cor, i, 26~28,

[
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trine ufually meets with, fhould be fo far from re-
mainjngas a prejudice or objetion againftitstruth
or utility, that, on the contrary, it thould contri-
bute tofatisfy us, that it is the real and genuine
- doétrine of Chrift, fince it meets with the fame fort
of oppofition, and from the fame quarter, with
which this was encountered at its firft publication.
- And indeed, befides this exa& correfpondence

between the event, and what the Scripture gives
us reafon to expet, as to the reception of the
gofpel in the world, I apprehend it ought to be
a general prejudice in favour of its truth, con-
fidering the original it claims, that it doth not
carry on it any of the marks of human wifdom.
It feems to lie (if I may fo fpeak) quite out of
" the way of human imagination and contrivance,
and is diametrically oppofite, in its whole ten-
dency, to the moft prevailing human inclina-
tion, viz. felf-efteem, pride, and vain-glory. This

indeed is the true reafon why this do&rine is fo

unacceptable to the world, efpecially the ambi-
tious part of it, that it is dire&lylevelled againft

their corrupt affeGtions. It gives a view of the
holinefs, purity, and juftice-of God, which is in- -

tolerable to all thofe who are not willing to break

their league with fin and vanity. And when it

is truly complied with, it not only divorces men

from their former attachment to fin and fenfuality,

but will not fuffer them to glory, even in their

_aew charaer, AN who fubmit unfeignedly
: to
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to the gofpel, both feel and confefs themfelves
wholly indebted for forgivenefs and acceptance,
for their prefent holinefs and their future happi-
nefs, to the free, unmerited grace of God. How
hard fuch a facrifice is; none can conceive who
have not fome acquaintance with vital, experi«
mental religion. Now, what is the moft natu-
ral inference from this # Is‘it not, that we have
not the fmalleft reafon to fufpe& this doétrine to
be a ¢ cunningly devifed fable,” but may reft
affured, that it is ¢¢ the wifdom and the power
«¢ of God for falvation, to every one that be+
¢ Jieveth *. , .
This leads me to obferve, That if the reafon-
ing which the reader hath perufed upon this fub~
je& be juft and conclufive, there is one circum-
ftance in which this ¢¢ doflrine according to
¢t godlinefs” eflentially differs from- all other
fchemes or fyftems of morality. It is, that any
of thefe fyftems a man may underftand, embrace
and defend, without having his heart made better,
ot his morals fecured or improved by it at all ;
whereas it is impoffible, that any man can real-
ly, and from the heart, embrace the do&trine
of Chrift’s imputed rightebufnefs, without being
fan&ified by it, ¢ dead to fin,'and alive to Ged.”
That the firft of thefe affertions is true, the lives
and chara&ers of fome noted writers on the foun-

dation of morality, have been, and are an unde-
. * Rom, i, 16, .
- niable
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niable proof : fome of them do indeed exprefsly
yield it; and it is evidently yielded, by implica-
tion, in all the late writings, where there is fo
frequent mention of the fmall influence that {pe-
culation has upen prattice. On this is founded
what a late acute and eminent writer * juftly
calls the mafter prejudii;e of this age, viz. ¢ The
¢¢ innocence of error.” This may as well be
expreffed by its counterpart, the unprofitablenefs
or inefficacy of truth, which furely ought to be
but a weak recommendation of what is called
" truth by thofe who hold fuch an opinion.

That the other aflertion is juft, hath been the
point undertaken to be made out in this eflay :
and. whoever will but confider bow unacceptable
. this do&trine is to mankind in general, may be fa«
tisfied that there can be no effe@ual inducement
to embrace it, till there be fuch a difcovery and-
fenfe of the evil and danger of fin, as is utterly in-
confiftent with a voluntary continuance in it. The
apparent ftate of the vifible church,. in which
vice and wickednefs fo fhamefully abound, will
be no objeélion to this, if what I hinted above
be recolle@ed +, that there is a great difference
between a nominal or cuftomary profeffion, and
real belief. As to the few more zealous and
eminent affertors of this do&rine, who fome-
times greatly dithonour their profeffion, the an-
fwer is eafy. They are hypocrites by whom in-~

* Mr, Warburton, - See page 64.

6 1 See page 64 deed
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deed great < offences do come ;” and the weak
and unftable fall over the ftumbling-block, and are
tempted to doubt the reality of religion, by this dif-
covery of the falfhood of its profeffors.  But fuch
can never be fairly ranked among believers, whofe
garb and habit they only treacheroufly wore, for
fome time, while they were in the intereft of
another mafter *. We may fay of them as the
apoftle John fays, ¢ They went out from -us,

# Perhaps fome may think the late accounts publithed of
the Moravians an objection to the juftnefs of this reprefenta-
tion. They are faid to be great affertors of the do&rine of
imputed righteoufnefs 5 and yet there have not only appeared
fome bad men among them, but they are univerfally charged
as a fe@ with moft impious and fcandalous practices, Perhaps
candour and charity might have led us to fuppofe, that moft,
orall thefe accufations, were calumnious, if they had been af-
firmed by none but avowed enemies to the doétrines which they
efpoufe ; as the firft Chriftians were charged by their enemies
with eating human facrifices, when they met in private to cele-
brate the Lord’s fupper. But the cafe it feems is otherwife
here ; for fome unfufpe@ed accufers have appeared, whom none
can imagine prejudiced againft them for embracing the dotrine
of imputed righteoufnefs, 1 confefs myfelf to have fo little ac-
quaintance with thofe Hernhutters, as they are called, either as
to their principles or praices, that I cannot very fully handls
the fubjeét; but, if there is no other objetion to what is af-’
firmed above, no doubt an acquaintance with the true ftate of
¢the cafe would enable us eafily to remove this, Perhaps, after
all, the bad pradtices charged againft them, may be only the
confequence of fome defigning perfons getting in among them,
and a great plurality may be innocent, or, at leaft, comparatively
fo. But bowever this be, it is not certain (at leaft to me) that
they really embrace the fame dottrine with us : they do indecd’
talk much of the Lamb, fpeak of hiding themfelves in his
wounds, &c. but I think their language is peculiar to them-
felves, and by no means the phrafeolegy either of Scripture, or
of any other fect of Chriftians. Befides, as Count Zinzendorf,
their leader, takes upon him to be a prophet, it is probable,
they are jufta'fet of deluded people, drawn away by his arty
who maymuch more properly be faid to believe in hio, than in

Chrift,
€< but .

.
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¢ but they were not of us ; for if they had been
¢¢_of us, they would nodoubt have continued with
% us, but they went out that they might be
~ ¢ made manifeft that they were not all of us *.”

But this it not all; for the -reception of the’
do&rine of imputed righteoufnefs is not merely to
be confidered as the beft means,comparatively, of
producing, preferving and increafing our fanc-
tification and purity, as fure and effectual, while
others are precarious, but it is the only way, and

- all others are abfolutely infufficient for the pur-
pofe. If this be indeed the doétrine of Chrift,
the feripture-method of falvation, then it is not °
only true, but a fundamental truth.  Of this we
are frequently and folemnly affured in the word of

- God. ¢ Iam the way (fays our Saviour) and
¢¢ the truth, and the life; no man cometh un-
¢ to the Father but by me+.” So fay the
apoftles Peter and John, ¢ Neither is there
¢¢ falvation in any other: for there is none other
< npame under heaven, given among men,where-
«¢ by we muft be faved {.” It is therefore in vain
for any to expect an effe¢tual change of life, but
by an acquaintance with Chrift, and him cruci-
cified. We have indeed the cleareft evidence
from experience, that no human reafon, no argu-
ment whatever, drawn from worldly conveniency,
is at all fufficient to contend with violent and
# 1 Johnii.1g, Johnxiv. 6,  § AQsiv. 12, -
Vou I : E finful
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finful habits. We fee many examples of perfons
. of excellent underftanding and knowledge in other
matters, nay, who can reafon ftrongly and juftly
‘upon the bad confequences of vice in others,
fometimes even in themfelves, who will yet go on _
to ruin their name, family, fortune and health,
while they are flaves to evil habits : nothing will

change them but the grace of God. :

And as we have feen above, that our own righte- -
-oufnefs in its beft ftate is wholly ineffe@ual for
our acceptance with God, fo all who have any
expeQations of this kind from it plainly fhow,
that they have fuch defeQive views of the extent
and obligation of the divine law, as are incon-
fiflent with an unfeigned univerfal fubmiffion te
it. This is a matter of the laft importance, and
ought to bz particularly recommended to the fe-
rious confideration of fuch as may have, at fome
times, fome imperfeét convitions; fuch as from
a wearinefs and fatiety of finning may give a
temporary preference to a life of religion, and
raife a feeble ineffe€tual with with Balaam, that
they might ¢ die the death of the righteous.”,
“They ought to bé told that no endeavours to be
a little better than before, no abftinence from
fome fin$ as a kind of atonement for others re-
tained, no refolutions taken in their own ftrength,
no righteoufnefs of their own offered or trufted in -
as the matter of their juftification, will be ac-
cepted,

]
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cepted, or is worthy of being fo; that nothing
will be truly effeGtual, till they fee their loft con-
dition, and believe in Chrift, firft for pardon, and
then for fan&ification, ¢ to the praife of the
<¢ glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us
¢¢ accepted in the beloved *.”” If they have any
other plea, any other ground of hope and truft, it
thall undoubtedly fail them; they muft' remain
under a fentence of juftand legal condemnation,.
and fhall finally perifh ; for ¢¢ he that believeth
¢ in the Son hath everlafting life ; but he that
¢ believeth not the Son fhall not fee life, but the
¢ wrath of God abideth on him, John iii. 36 +.*

'Iam .
* Eph, i, 6.

1' The application of thefe paffages of Scripture, to the par-
ticular principles above maintained, will, perhaps, be thought
to include in it a very fevere and uaci.rritable coademnanon of
many Chriftians, whodiffer in judgment upon the point of jufti~
fication, And indeed I pretend no great friendfhip to the fenti-
ments fo frequently exprefled of late, ¢ That it is a {mall mat-
¢ ter what a man believes, if his life be good;" The affertion
might perhaps beallowed, if it did not contain a foolith and un-
reafonable fuppofition, that a mpan may believe wrong, and yet
lead as good 2 life as he that believes right ; ;, the contrary to

“which will always be expe@ed by him who gives credit to the

word of God, that his people are ¢ fanétified through the truth,”
As to Socinians and Pelagians, who are the greatet oppnfers of
the truths above defended, I never did eftcem them to bz Chrif-
tians at all; fo the confequence, with/regard to them, may be
eafily admitted, But it will be thought hard to fay the fame
thing of the Arminians. However, if the rightcoufnefs of Chrift
is the only ground of our juftification, and the 1eception of him
in this charaer the true principle of fan&ification, I do not fee
how we can avoid concluding the danger of thofe who aét upon
any other plan.  And yet Iam perfuaded there have been, and
are many good men amongthem: which may be accounted for
in thxs manner, that their hearts are better than their under-

Ea ﬁandmgs
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_I am naturally led to conclude this fubje&, by
.obferving, that the importance, efficacy and ne-
.ceflity of the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift,
.fhews how much it is the duty of all minifters of

the gofpel, to make it the main and leading
theme of their fermons. The preaching of the
‘gofpel is by the apoftle Paul, in a very juft and
.expreflive manner, ftiled, preaching ¢ the un-
“¢¢ fearchable riches of Chrift.” In him every
prophecy, precept, promife and truth is centered.
His chara&er and work as a Saviour is held forth
in a variety of lights in the facred oracles, and in
every opening or view that is -given us, fo to
peak, of the difpenfations of divine providence
and grace, he is the chief figure, or the termi-
.nation of the profpect. If therefore we would
~know whatefteer: is due to our Redeemer in our
hearts, and how high a place he ought to hold in

_ftandings ; and they are habitually under the government of
principles, which, through fome miftaken views, and ground'efs
fears of their abufe, they fpeak of more fparingly, or rather
feem to eftablifh the contrary pofitions. The proof of this affer-
tion I take from their own writings, particularly from the dif-
ference between their fermons and other difcourfes, and thofe

_forms of prayer which they have drawn up, and notonly recom -
mended to othets, but left behind them asa witnefs of their own
exercife in their clofets, ~If they be fuppofed to feel the fenti-

ments which they exprefs in their prayers, it can eafily be made

-appear that thefe fentimentscan only be dictated by the dottrine

_of free grace,  If what they fay of themfelves be true in its na-

~tural and obvious meaning, and ifthey believe it, which charity
obliges us to fuppofe, it muft be altogether vain to'lay the leaft

-ftrefs upon their own righteoufnefs for their acceptance with

-§od, ’

ouc
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dur views of religion, let us obferve the regard’
paid to him by the facred writers. They derive”
almoft all their motives to every moral duty, from
what he hath done, and is lill doing for us, and "
feem to delight even in the repetition of his name. -
I .am perfuaded thofe who are accuftomed to the
devout and ferious perufal of the word_of Ged,-
will not reckon it ¢¢ enthufiafm,” when I fay, -
that thefe writers appear to be warmed and ele-
vated -above their ordinary meafure, when they
celebrate his falvation; and that both in the old’
and new teltament, uherever we meet with any -
paffage fingularly lofty and fublime, therc we may
be fure that Chrift the Redecmel is the immediate’
theme, :

- Juftification by the free grace of God, thro’
the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus, was the™

. doctrine taught among Chriftians, in the earlicft'

and pureft ages of the church. And their depar-
ture from it was the prelude to that univerfal cor.
ruption of faith and worfhip; that relaxation of"
difcipline, and diffolution of ‘manners, which’
took place in the ages following. Itis alfo very'
remarkables that this do&rine was always fully
and diftinétly taught in thofe churches which ne~"
ver fubmitted to the tyranny, or received the cor-
ruptions of the Romifh Antichrift; I mean the
churches of the Piedmontefe vallies, which by. o

many judicious writers, are fuppofed tobe the two® '

E3 witneflcs
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witnefies mentioned in the Revelation, who fled
into the wildernefs from the perfecution of the
beaft, and phrophefied in fackcloth, The ac-
counts which have been tran/mitted to us of the

- principles held by them, long before the refor-
mation, plainly fhow, that they maintained this
do&rine from the beginning.  And as it is well
known that the reformation took its firft rife from
the grofs and f{candalous application of the doc-
trine of meritin indulgencies, fo all the reformers,
without exception, were ftrenuous affertors of free
grace. This was reckoned by them ¢ articilus
‘¢ ftantis aut cadentis ecclefiz,” by which the
church muft ftand or fall. Particularly, our re-
formers in both parts of this ifland agreed in
preaching the fame dollrine, and the eminent
piety of our fathers is a ftanding evidence of its
force and efficacy.

It doth not perhaps become, and probably it
would not be fafe for me to enter into a particu- ~
lar examination of the manner of preaching in.
the prefent age ; and therefore my refleions up-
on that fubjet fhall be very few and general.-
What is moft obvious in our prefent fituation,
and what ought to affe& Chriftians with- moft
concern, is, the great prevalence of infidelity.
This is the more furprifing, that we have never
wanted, and do not at prefent want, many able
and eminent, writers to ftand up in defence of the

gofpel,
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. gofpel, and refute the changeable and inconfifter: ¢:

reafonings of infidels, whatever form they fhall
from time to time, think fit to aflume, and on what-

ever principles they fhall pretend to build. But,
1 am afraid, the beft defence of all is but too-

much neglefted, viz. Zealous afliduous preach-

ing the great and fundamental truths of the gof-
pel, the loft condemned ftate” of man by nature,:
“and the neceflity of pardon through- the righte--
. aufnefs, and renovation by the Spirit, of Chrift,

This would make a far greaternumber of thofe"
who call themfelves by the name of Chrift, Chrif- -

tians indeed. And the vifible efficacy of his-doc=

trine, would be a fenfible demonftration of its"
truth and divine original. - If thefe truths are not .
" contradited, it may be fafely faid, that they are by

many kept more out of view than formerly. - And
furely we have no great caufe to boaft of our im-

provements in the preaching art, if its goodnefs

is to be determined, like that of a tree, not by its
blofloms, but its fruits, . ' -

There is one obfervation which may fatisfy us,
that the preaching of the crofs of Chrift will moft
effe@ually promote real reformation. It is, that
thofe preachers who (to fay no more) approach
neareft to making our own merit and obedignce
the ground of -our acceptance with God, very fel-
dom, if ever, give any alarm to the confciences
of their hearerss Let them recommend ever fo

"Eg4 pure
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pure and high a flandard of morals, they are -

heard without fear, and, if they preach elegantly,
with pleafure, even by the moft profligate. To
‘fuch preachers, all vain worldly-minded people,
ufually attach- themfelves, where they have not
caft off the very form of religion; but moft part
of ferious Chriftians, together with profeffing hy-
pocrites, who cannot eafily be diftinguithed in this
world, always follow preachers of another ftrain.

It is ealy to fee the reafon of this from what

hath been (21d above ; there are none who fet the
ftri&tnefs znd obligation of the law, the holinefs
and juftice of God, in fo awful a light, as thofe
who believe there is no fhelter from the fanQion
of the law, and the wrath of an offended God,

but in the blocd of Chrift. Perhaps, I am already -

enfnared and expoled ta cenfure, by affirming,
that there are among us preachers of different
firains., But it is fo certain a truth, that I can-
not deny it; and fo important, that I wxll not
difguife it.
 Upon the whole, as the prefent afpe& of pub-
lic affuirs, as the flate of the world, and cha-
ralter of the age, 1oudly call upon all of every
ftation to exert themfelves with dilizence for the
fupport and revival of truth and righteoufne(s: I
hope the minifters of the gofpel will promote this
end, by zcaloufly labouring to bring men to the
faving knowledge of Chrift, ¢ the way, and
’ ¢ the
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- ¢¢ the truth, and the life — the foundation—
¢ the tried ftone—the precious corner ftone,”
the ftrength and fecurity of the building. To
deny, explain away, or negleét to impart the
truths of the everlafting gofpel, is the way to
leave the world in wickednefs; but, by preach-
ing them in purity, and with fimplicity, which,
we have reafon to think, will be accompanied
with ¢ the demonfiration of the Spirit,” fin-
ners are reconciled unto God, the power of finis
broken in them, the divine image is formed in
them, and upon thefe truths their hopes of eter-
nal life- muft reft and depend. Let us be ever
ready to fay wich the apoftle Paul, **.God for-
¢ bid that I fhould glory, fave in the crofs of our .
¢ Lord Jefus Chrift*.”” And let us quicken our
diligence, and animate our endeavours, by expre‘-
fing, with the pfalmift David, our faith in the
perpetulty of his kingdom. <« His name fhall
¢ endure for ever: his name fhall be continued
¢ as long as the fun: and men fhall .be blefltd
¢ jn him; all nations fhall call him blefled,
¢ Blefled be the Lord God, the God of Ifrael,
¢¢ who only doth wondrous things. And bleffed be
¢¢ his glorious name for ever ; and let the who'e
¢ earth be filled with his glory. Amen and
¢ Ament+.”
* Gal, vi, 140 -[- Pfal, Ixxii, 17, 18, 19. ;
Es Thrg
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AcrTs iv. 12,

Neither is there falvation in. any. other : for
there is none other name under beaven given
among men whereky we muft be faved.

T is not eafy to conceive any fubjeét, at once
more important in itfelf, more feafonable in
this age, and more fuited to the defign of

the prefent meeting, than the abfolute neceflity
of falvation through CHRr1sT. ‘Welive in an
age in which (as is often complained) infidelity
greatly prevails; but yet in which the caufe of -
truth hath much lefs to fear from the affaults of
its open enemies, than from the treachery of its’
pretended advocates. The lateft infidel writers
have carried their own fcheme to fuch perfe@ion,
or extravagance, that it muft difcredit the caufe
in the eye of every fober judge *. And indeed
o the
® SeeDavid Hume's writings ot merals throughout ; where,
befides leaving out entirely our duty to God, which he hath in
common with many other late writers, he exprefsly founds juf-

tice upon power and convemency, dcndeo chaftity, and turns
many of the moft important virtues into vxces. See alfo Effays

’ on
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the gofpel can fcarce receive a greater injury,
than when any profefling attachment to it, con-
defcend to enter the lifts with fuch abfurdities, or
give ground of fufpicion that they ftand in need.
of a ferious refutation. ,

But there is another quarter from which we
have much greater reafon to apprehend danger,
viz. that clafs of men, who, being nominal
Chriftians, difguife or alter the gofpel, in order
to defend it. Thefe often endeavour to give
fuch-views of Chriftianity, as will render it pa-
latable to a corrupt worldly mind ; and inftead
of abafing, will footh and gratify the pride of
man. Hence the unnatural mixture often to be
feen of modern philofophy with ancient Chrif-
tianity. Hence the fundamental do&rines of
the gofpel are foftened, concealed, or denied ;
as, the loft and gujlty ftate of man by nature,
his liablenefs to everlafting mifery, and the ne-
ceflity of that fatisfaQion and ranfom which
was paid by our Redeemer when he died upon
the crofs. Inftead of thefe, are we not ma-
ny times prefented with a charafter of Chrift

on the principles of morality and natural religion ;. the author
of which, at one decifive blow, takes away all fin, by found-
ing virtue on a delufive feeling, Thefe writings are far from
being hurtful in .proportion to the intention of their authors:
for though the prineiples contained in them are often retailed in
converfation, yet it is only by way of amufement, on account
of their boldnefs or novelty, not one in an hundred appearing

" to have any ferious convi¢tion of their truth, ,

as
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as a teacher only, and not .a Saviour; as one
excellently qualified to reform the abufes that
had fome how or other crept into the world,
but the real fource of which is hardly confefl-

ed, ‘and never willingly brought into view? °
Is not our blefled Redeemer thereby put on a

level, and exprefsly clafled with mortal reform-
ers? Perhaps indeed, 2 fmall compliment of fu-
periority is paid him ; which, however, there is
reafon to fufpe&t arifes more from a prudent
compliance with eftablifhed faith, than from any

" inward and cordial efteem.

What could be reafonably expected as the ef-
fe& of fuch condu&?. No other than we find
_ by experience hath -a&ually taken place, that
a caufe fo ill defended muft daily lofe ground,

v The nearer Chriftianity is brought to the prin-

ciples of infidels to folicit their efteem, the lefs

occafion will they fee for it at all; and whenit ig '
perverted from its original purpofe, it.can expeét '

no countenance from its real author. The truth
" is, if there be no more in the gofpel than many.
by their language and writings would lead us to
conceive, it is of fmall confequence whether it
be embraced or not ; and there can be little me-
rit in a fociety who have this as the defign of
their union, to {pread and propagate Chriftian
knowledge. But very different are the fentiments

’ rcxpreﬁ'ed by the apoftle Peter in the text ; where,

fpeakmg
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fpeaking of Jefus Chrift of Nazareth, he fays,
¢ Neither is there falvation in any other: for
¢ there is none other name under heaven given
¢¢ among men whereby we muft be faved.”

I am fenfible, there are fome of the very per-
fons hinted at above, who endeavour to explain
away this text, and give it a very different mean~
ing from that in which you will eafily perceive I
underitand it. They make falvation to refer to
the cure -recorded in the preceding chapter,
wrought upon the lame man? as if the apoftle
. had faid, Neither is there a power of healing in any

other, &c. This is but one inftance among .
“many of the force and conftraint they put upon
Scripture, in ‘order to accommodate it to their
own fentiments. I fhall ot wafte your time by
a tedious refutation of this criticifm, as the fenfe
I affix to the words will be fufficiently fupported
by what fhall follow on the fubje®. T hey ap-
pear to me plainly to affirm, that there is no
other way by. which finners of mankind can ef-
cape everlafting mifery, but through Chrift.
In difcourfing on this fubje&, I propofe, thro
dwme affiftance, A

1. After a little illuftrating the meaning of
the affertion, to eftablith and confirm its truth

from the word of God.
1L Tg
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TI. To make a few refle&icns on this fcheme,
and fhew, that it is not only moft felf- confiftent,
but moft agreeable to the other parts of Scrip-
ture, as we]l as to the vifible ftate of the world ;
and therefore that thofe who, in reafoning with’
infidels, depart from it in any meafure, do thereby
betray the caufe which they profefs to fupport.

L. 1 (.Hall make fome pralical improvement
of what may be faid.

I return to the firft of thefe.

And as to the meaning of the aflertion, the
word faving or falvation evidently fuppofes a ftate
of mifery from .which our deliverance muft be
wrought ; and therefore no more than the full
meaning of the paffage is expreffed in what

_ follows, That all the pofterity of Adam are con-

ceived in fin, and brought forth in iniquity ; ali-
enated in heart from the love of God, and ex=
pofed to the dreadful confequences of his dif-
pleafure. That they have not only accefs t0
falvation through Chrift, but that in this work
he hath no rival ; it is his, exclufive of all others:
fo that no man, whatever be his character, or
whatever be his hepe, fhall enter into reft, unlefs
he be reconciled to God through Jefus Chrift.
Now, that all mankind are by nature in a
ftate of guilt and condemnatien, is evident from
- the
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the whole ftrain of the holy Scriptures. This
originally conftituted the neceﬂity of a Saviour,
and ‘alone illuftrates the love and mercy of God
in the app=arance of his Son in our nature. Un-
lefs this is fuppofed, the whole difpen(ations of
the grace of God, both in the old teftament and
in the new, lofe their beauty, and lofe their mean~
ing; way, and would be jufliy efteemed foolifh-
Refs, as they are in fa& by all who fee not this
foundation upon which they are built. As our
firft parents, and the earth for their fakes, were
laid under a curfe immediately after the original
tranfgreflion ; fo the effeCts of this apoftacy on
their pofterity are amply declared in Scripture.
We have this repeated teftimony from God him-
felf concerning the-old world,. ¢ And God faw
¢ that the wickednefs of man was great in the
. ¢¢ earth, and that every imagination of the
¢¢ thoughts of his heart was only evil continu.
¢ ally*.” And again, ¢ And the Lord faid in
¢ his heart, I will ot again curfe the ground
¢ any more for man’s fake ; for the imagination
¢ of man’s heart is evil from bis youth+.”
‘The rites and ceremonies of the Mofaic dif-
penfation alfo, together with the whole hiftory
of providence contained in the old teftament, fup-
pofe the guilt and impuricy of our nature. But
the gofpel, as it is in all refpe@s a clearer difpen-
- ® Gen, vi, g, 4+ Gen, viii. 21,

fation

1
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fation than the former, fo it is moft full and ex-
preéfs upon this fubje&t. Inftead of enumerating
many paflages, we may confult the epiftle of the
apoftle Paul to the Romans, where there is a dif--
tin& and laboured illuftration of the guilt and
apoftacy of all mankind ; towards the conclufion
of which he thus exprefles himfelf: ¢ For we

~ ¢ before proved both Jews and Gentiles that they

<¢ are all under fin; as it is written, There is

none righteous, no not one: there is none that
¢ underflandeth, there is none that fecketh aftey

€<

¢¢ God. They are all gone out of the way,

ok they are together become unprofitable ; there
¢¢ is none that doth good, no not one *.”—And
a Tlittle after, ¢ That every mouth may be ftop-
- ped, and all the world become guilty before
¢ God +.” -TFo this I thall only add one paffage
from the fame apoftle : ¢ Among whom alfo we
¢¢ had our converfation in times paft, in the lufts
« of our flefh, fulfilling the defires of the flefh,
¢ and of the mind; and were by nature chil-
¢ dren of wrath, even as others 1.” '
That the fame Scriptures point out to us one
only remedy for this our .mifery, is equally evi-
dent. Chrift Jefus was promifed to our firft pa-

rents under the defignation of the feed of the

woman, who fhould bruife the head of the ferpent;

'Heis afterwards promifed to Abraham as his feed,

® Rom. iii. g—12.  + Rom.iii. 19.  $ Eph. ii. 2.
: g in
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~who beheve, fo the condemnation of all unbe-
‘lievers is neceffarily implied as its counter-part,
and often exprefsly affirmed. Thus the apoftle

~ John reprefents our Saviour himfelf as teaching,

¢ God fo loved the world, that he gave his only-
"¢¢ begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him,
+¢¢ fhould not PER IS'H, but have everlafting

< life *.” And when he gave commiffion to his

difciples to preach the gofpel, it was in thefe
terms : ¢ Go ye into all the world, and preach
¢¢ the gofpel to every creature. He that believ-
¢ eth, and is baptized, fhall be faved ; but he
¢ that believeth not, fhall be damned +.” The
-very meaning of the wcrd Go'pel is glad tidings 3
lmporung not only the great, but the diftinguith-
ing happinefs of thofe who hear the meflage, and
comply with the call. The apoftles, who fpread
thefe glad tidings through the world, -confidered .
thenifelves as bringing falvation to thofe who be-
fore fat in darknefs, and in the region of the

- * fhadow of death. And by the following defcrip-

tion given by the apoftle Paul of the ftate of the
Ephefians before converfion, may be feen ‘what
" view he had of the condition of all who knew
not God, as well as who believed not the gof-
pel, ¢ That at that time ye were ‘without Chrift,
¢ being aliens from the common-wealth of If-
¢¢ rael, and ftrangers from the covenants of pro-
# John iii, 16, + Mark xvi, 15, 16.

. ¢ mife,
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proper to co-operate with what Chrift hath.done,

that it is deteftable in the fight of God. Perhaps -

it may be thought, that this is of fmall moment,
and wholly unworthy of notice ; as in thefe days
few or none will fo much as pretend, except ia
jeft, to lay any firefs upon fabulous deities, or
fuperftitious prallices of human invention. But
1 did-not chufe to omit it, becaufe it appears to
me a thing peculiarly infifted on in" the holy -

. Scriptures, which contain nothing unneccﬂ'ar).

It is alfo very much the object of the refentment

. of infidels*._ At the fame time, many pretended

Chriftians have, by defign or iradvertance, fpoke
too much the language of infidels on this fubje&,
or on fubjets nearly related to it.

How much ftrefs the Scriptures lay upon the
knowledge of the true God, nay, how pernicious
and deftruétive all falfe religions are, it were eafy
to fhew at great length; but a few hints will
fuffice, as it is not a point controverted fo much
as negle€ted and forgotten. The very firft com-

mandment of the moral law is, . Thou fhalt '

¢ have no other Gods before. me +.”” And the
fecond, which forbids upinflituted worthip,
hath this ftrong fantion, ¢ For I the Lord

* It is very remarkable, that though infidels always fet out
on pretence of fearching impartially after truth ; yet they have
unanimoufly agreed in putting truthand error entlrely upon thd
fame footing, both as'to worthand influence, )

1 Exod. xx, 3. o
. 5 - " ({1 thy
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"¢ thy God am a jealous God, vifiting the
¢ iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto
<¢ the third and fourth generation of them that
¢ hate me*.” Through the whole old tefta-
~ ment, the idolatry and falfe worfhip of the Hea-
thens is reprefented as highly criminal in them,
and an abomination in the fight of God. It is
there confidered, not as a fmall part, but as the
_firft and moft provoking of their enormities}

and in particular, is affigned as the ground of the -

«utter extirpation of the nations of Canaan, In a
perfe& confiftency with which, in the charge
brought againft them by the apoftle Paul, this is
the leading part or-ground-work of the whole,

s¢ Becaufe that when they knew God, they glo-"

¢¢ rified him not as God, neither were thank-
¢ ful ; but became vain in their imaginations,
<¢ and their foolith heart was darkened +.—And
¢¢ changed the glory of the incorruptible God,
¢ into an image made like a corruptible man,
¢ and to birds, and four footed beafts, and
. & creeping things}.” .
The great end alfo of the feparation of the
. children of Ifrael, and their being kept-from in-
tercourfe with othér nations, was, that they might
be preferved from idolatry. To the worfhip of
the true God their bleflings are promifed, and

» Exod, xz, §¢ 1 Romiivar, Ibid, ver.23.
againft
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againft defeftion from his fervice to other gods

.the heavieft curfes are denounced. Thus, after
.an enumeration of the bleflings that fhould attend

them if chey kept God’s commandments, it is faid,
¢ And thou fhalt not go afide .from any of the

-¢¢ worgds that I .cammand thee this day, to the
¢ right-hand or to the left, to go after other
¢¢ gods to ferve them *.” And when they ftood

hefore the Lord, to enter into his covenant, it
is faid, ¢ For ye know how we bave dwelt in
< the land of Egypt, and how we came through

¢ the nations which ye paffed by. And ye have

¢ feen their abominations, and their idols,

¢ wood and ftone, filver and gold, which were

¢ among them. Left there fhould be among

% you, man, or woman, or family,. or tribe,
"¢¢ whofe heart turneth away this day from the

¢ Lord our God, to go and ferve the gods of
¢¢ thefe .nations ; left there fhould be among you
¢ a root that beareth gall.and wormwood +.”
The fame thing may be feen runmng through
the whole of the prophetic writings. Almoft -

-every judgment of God threatened or infliGted, is
~afcribed to their idolatry as its caufe. I only men-

tion one paffage, not for any thing particular in it,

"but as a fufficient fpecimen of the whole. It is

a meflage from God by Ezekiel to-the children
of Ifrael : ¢ Therefore fay unto the houfe of
* Deut. xaviii. 14. -+ Deut, xxix, 16, 17, 18,

. Vor. L F ¢ Ifrael,
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«¢ Ifrael, Thus faith the Lord God, Repent and
_%¢ turn yourfelves from your idols, and turn away
¢ your faces from all your abominations. For
¢ every one of the houfe of Ifrael, or of the
¢¢ ftranger that fojourneth in Ifrael, which fe-
<¢ parateth himfelf from me, and fetteth up his
~¢¢ idols in his heart, and putteth the ftumbling-
<« block of his iniquity before his face, and

¢ cometh toa prophet to enquire of him concern- |

¢- ing me; I the Lord will anfwer him by myfelf,
¢ and I will fet my face againft that man, and
¢ will make him a fign and a proverb, and I will

_ ¢ cut him off from the midft of my people, and
¢ ye fhall know thatI am the Lord*.”

In the very fame manner, in the new tefta-
ment, embracing the gofpel of Chrift, and con-
tinuing ftedfaft in the faith, is required as abfo-
lutely neceflary to falvation: ¢¢ He that believeth
A< on the Son, hath everlafting life ; and he that
¢¢ believeth not the Son, fhall not fee life,- but

%« the wrath of God abideth on him+.” The -
importance of holding the truth without mix- .

ture, is plainly declared in the following paffage:
.« Brethren, ifany of you do err from the truth,
« and one convert him ; let him know, that he
* & which converteth the finner from the error of

¢ his way, fhall fave a foul from death, and

¢¢ fhall hide a multitude of fins}.” ,
# Ezek,xiv, 6,7, 8, 1 Johniii, 36. } James v, 19,20,
i B (

e
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It had been eafy to have given a much larger
proof ‘of this from Scripture ; but it is unnecef-
fary ; for our enemies themfelves confefs it, nay
obje&t it as a ground of reproich. How many
inve&tives have we from infidel writers again{t
the unpeaceable, unfocial fpirit of the Jewith
firft, and afterwards of the Chriftian religion ?
.and how often are thefe contrafted with the mild
and aflociating temper of the Heathen worfhip-
pers ! Among them it implied no abfurdity, that
different nations fhould have different gods, and
different forms of worfhip ; nay, they often inter-
mixed, compounded, and mutually adopted each
“others worfhip. The Athenians, that wife peos
ple, were fo prone to receive every foreign rite,
thar they got this éh,ara&er from an ancient wri-
ter (whether by way of encomium indeed, or fa-
tire, is at this diftance uncertain) that they were
hofpitable to the gods. According to the fenti-
"ments of modern unbelievers, they would dzferve
“much praife for this ; but, according to the fen-"
" timents of an infpired apoftle, ¢ profefling them-

"¢ felves wife, they became fools.”

In this then it is acknowledged, ‘that the gof-
pel of our falvation eflentially differs from every
human invention ; that it conftantly reprefents jt-

“felf as THE TRUTH, and all things oppnfite to it,
as falfe, difhonourable to God, and unprofitable
to men, This has been the cafe in every ftep of

" Fa ‘ its
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Tt progrefs, from its firft rife in the comparative
obfcurity of the original promife, throygh all-the
preparatory difcoveries of fucceeding ages, to its
complete manifeftation in the fulnefs of time.
‘And though it has been expofed on this account
to the wirulent reproaches of men of corrupt
minds, it is but fo much the more credible, and
-appears to beé from the one only, the living, un-
changeable, and true God ¥,

It may be proper here to obferve, that it is
either the fame obje&ion afluming a different
‘form, or one very much like it, when it is al-
‘ledged againft the gofpel, That it lays too much
firefs upon mere belief of the truth. To this
fome have, perhaps by miftaking the true fpring
of the objection, given a very wrong and dan-
gerous anfwer. They deny the fa&, that the gofpel
does lay too much, or any flrefs at all upon bare
belief feparate from goodnefs of life, The dan-
ger of this an{wer does not lie in its beiny falfe,
but in its being ambiguous, incomplete, and in a
great meafure improper. It feems to allow, at
Jeaft not to deny, that there may be fincere belief,
while yet it is not attended with its proper fruits.
Thus unbelievers, whofe real quarrel is with
the alledged importance and efficacy of the truth,
are hardened in their indifference and difregard

* See this fubjet handled with great clearnefs and precifion
layDr_. Warturton in his Divine Legation of Mofes. ~ =

- to
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to it ; whereas they ought to be taught to condi-
der the principles which are produive of real re-
formation, as more excellent in themfelves, ag
both neceflary and effeftual for this purpofe.

The gofpel does indeed lay great firefs upon:
belief of the truth, not without, but as the only
way of producing holinefs. Many paflages may:
be cited from the old teftament, in which going-
after falfe gods, ard committing other grofy
crimes, are reprefented as infeparabl: branches off
the fame charaéter ; and worfhipping and ferving:
the true God, as a fummary defcription-of univer-
fal obedience *. And many paflages may be pro-
duced from the new teftament, in which: the good!
offe@s of the truth; and the mifery of departing
from ¢, as neceffarily implying an wnfanétified’
ftate, are declared 4. From- all this I conclude,
that Chrift: Jefus, the promife of old made unto
the fathers, the Hope of Hrael, the light of the
world, and theend of the law for righteoufnefs
to every one that belfeveth, is the only Saviour
of finners, in.oppofition to all falfe religions, and-
every uninftituted rite; as he himfelf fays, ¢« T
< am the way, and the truth, and the life: no
“ man cométh unto the Father but by me1.”

# SecDeut, xxix, 18, 19. Numb. xxv. 1, 2. + See
John viii. 31, 32, 1. xvii, 17. 2 Johnver.4.  €ol.}. g, 6.
1 Joha xiv, 6, . )

F3 , " But-
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But, 2dly, Chrift is the only Saviour, in op-
pofition to the merit of our own obedience to the
moral law. I know, fome will be ready to fup-
pofe, that though falfe religion and uninftituted
rites may have no pofitive influence in procuring
falvation to thofe who embrace them, yet they
may not hinder their acceptance with God by
virtue of their own perfonal merit and obedience.
On this fubject there are many things which de-
ferve a more particular and diftin& confideration
than there is room for at prefent; fuch as, 1,
‘That all falfe religion is not merely unprofitable,

but highly criminal in the fight of God. Thus"
the apoftle Paul, ¢ Bat I fay, that the things'
¢ which the Gentiles faciifice, they facrifice to.

«¢ devils, and nottoGod: and I woyld not that
¢ ye fhould have fellowthip with devils *.”—

2. That all who embrace not the truth as it is in
Jefus, muft negleé the whole duties of the firft
table of the moral law, and fo their obedience
be not only greatly, but eflentizlly defeQive.—

3. That the Sciiptures give us no ground to be-,
lieve, that falfe principles can produce any vir-.
tue but what is fpurious. But inftead of infift- .

ing upon thefe at prefent, Ifhzll only attempt to
{hew, that the Scriptures exclude all human merit,

and indeed feem to have it as their exprefs pur--

_pofe, to ftain the pride of 21l human glory ; and

PN

* 5 Cor, X, 20,

therefore
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- therefore that no pxetence of this kmd can poﬂi-

bly be admitted.
And here I fhall wholly pafs the facrifices of
atonement under the Mofaic difpenfation, be~

" caufe they all pointed at the facrifice offered by

Chrift upon the crofs ; and therefore, in the ac-
eount given of the end and deftination of this
laft, we may expet the cleareft view of the grounds
of our acceptance with God. Now, Chrift appears:
in Scripture, ¢¢ as the Lamb of Ged, which
¢ taketh away the fin of the world ;”* as ¢ giving
¢ his life” for his people; as ¢¢ bearing their fins
¢ in his own body on the tree.” And indeed eve-
ry expreflion“is ufed that could well be imagined
té fignify a propitiatory facrifice, an atonement

for fin, orthe punifhment of an innocent perfon: -
in the room and ftead of the guilty. If this was

neceffary for any, it was neceflary for all ;" and as

there is not the leaft intimation given in Scripture
of any diftin&ion, or hint, as if there were any
perfons with regard to whom it was fuperfluous,
Nothing, therefore, can ftand more direétly op-

pofed to the defign of the gofpel, than any plea of
merit in man: and none do in fa& receive it with*
more difdain, thin thofe who.truft in themfelves®
that they are righteous.

But, for our fatisfaltion on this point, we need
caly confult the epiftle to the Romans, before re- -
ferrcd 10, as there is no part of the facred writings”

“. Fgq where
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. 1]
where there is a more full and connefted account

of the foundation of the gofpel. There, after
proving that all the world are become guilty be-
fore God, the apoftle fays, ¢ Therefore by the

¢ deeds of the law, there fHall no flefh. be jufti--

‘¢ fied in his fight : for by the law is the know-
¢ ledge of fin*. Being juftified freely by his
¢¢ grace, through the redemption that is in Jefus:
¢ Chrift : whom God hath fet forth to be a.pro-:

¢¢ pitiation, through faith in his blood, to de-’
¢ clare his righteoufnefs for the remiffion of fins-

that are paft, through the forbearance of"
¢ Godt+.” And again, ¢ Therefore as by the
¢ offence of one, judgment came upon ail men:

¢ to condemnation ; even fo by the righteouf-
¢ nefs of one, the free gift came upon all:men:
¢¢ to jultification of lifef.” Confonant 1o this:
is the do&rine of the fame apoftie olfewhere ::

¢ Yea doubtlefs, and I count all things but bofs,
¢ for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift
4 Jefus my Lord : for whom I have fuffered the
¢ lofsof all things, and do eount them but dung
¢ that I may win Chrift, and:be found in him,
¢¢ not having mine own righteoufnefs, which is
¢¢ of the law, but that which is through the faith
“¢¢ of Chrift, the righteoufnefs which is of God
¢ by faith §.” '

'® Rom.iii.20, 4 1Tb. ver. 24,25, 1 Chap. v, 18,

§ Phil. iii, 8, 9. See alfo Rom, iv, 23—235. Tit. iii. 5.
~lam
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- I am not infenfible, that great pains have heen
taken, even by fome Chriftians, to evade the
force of thefe paflages of. Scripturey which ex-
clude the merit of man’s obedience from any
fhare in his juftificationbefore God. -Particular-

1y, the paffages from the epiftle to the Romans-

are evaded, by alledging, that the law, and the
the works of the law, there, mean only the rites -

-of the Mofaic difpenfation. This is not a pro=-

per time and place for entering fully into that
controverfy ; and therefore I.fhall- only obferve, .
that, befides the correfpondence of the above in-
terpretation with-all the other parts of Scripture, .

_ it may be fufficiently fupported by this-one confi- -

deration, That the apoftle, who is-fpeaking both -
of Jews and Gentilesy exprefsly ftates the oppo--
fition with refpet to our juftification: between -
grace and debt, and excludes every thing that-
might make it of debt: ¢ Where is boafting.
¢ then? It is excluded. By what law? of"
« works? Nay; but by the law of faith,.
¢ Therefore we conclude, that a man is juftified

¢¢ by faith, without the deeds of the Jaw +.” And{ .
to the fame purpofe, a little after, ** Now t him-

¢ that worketh, is the reward not of grace, but
¢« of debt, But to him that worketh not, but

¢ believeth on him that juftifieth the ungodly,
% his faith is counted for righteoufnefs 1 > What--
. 1 Rom. ii1, 27, 28. . }.Rem.ivi g, 5.
: Fs ever.
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ever would make our acceptance with God not
free, or not of grace, is here excluded. Now;
certainly, as there is a much more plaufible plea
of merit in favour of works of obedience to the
moral, than the ceremonial law ; the fitft are at
Jeaft as much excluded as the laft by the apoftie’s
seafoning *, _ ' :

' ' *  Thus

* It is eafy to forefee, that a grand objeftion againft what is
faid on this head will be, That it is going upon a very narrow
fcheme, and a fcheme veryuncharitable to many partiesof Chrif~
tians, It is the fathionable Janguage of the age, to give large
encomiums upon charity, when the defign is to level truth and
falfhood ; and to abledge, either that there is- little difference
between them, asto their effe@s, or that they cannot be dif-
tinguifhed from one another by their proper marks. Thisis a -
{abjc & that needs as much to be fet in a proper light, as any I
know, I the fenfe in which charity in fentiment is commonly
underftood, viz. afavourable judgmentof the opinions ofothers,
be the Scripture meaning of it, then certainly fome bounds
muft tefet to it ; and it muft be praife or blame-worthy, ac-
vording to the cafes in which it is-exercifed. 1 muft nceds take~
it for granted, that theie are fome furdamental errors, and that
jt is pofiible to make fhipwreck of the faith. Now, however
tommon or fafhionable it may be, to think, the farther charity
is extended the better: it may be demonftrated, that a favour- -
able judgment of errors fundamental, or deftructive of religion,
doth receflarily imply either a light citcem or weak perfuafion
of the truth, pr both. This furely is no part of a truly Chrif-
tian charafter; and if it be rightly derominated charity, it is
bccome, vicious by excefs. I confefs it appears to me, that juf-
tification by fice grace is a fundamental dotrine of the gofpel,
31 this be true, 1 am net wrong A having the deepeft fenfe of
the danger ¢f contrary opinions: nay, if 1 am miftaken, the.
confequences 1 draw from it, are no breachesof charity, but the
pecetlary effeé@s of an error in judginent; dnd fo I chim charity-

" in my turn frcm my adverfaries upon their own principles.
- Butl am perfuaded the above is not the meaning of the word *
Charity in Scripture, but that it means an ardert and unfeigned
love to othess, antl a defire of their welfare, temperal and eter-

nal;
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“Thus I have endeavoured both to explain and
confirm the affertion in the text, That there is
no falvation in any other but in Chrift. There is,
however, one queftion upon it which I would
willingly pafs over in filence, but that the omif-.

miffion of it might, to fome intelligent hearers,

weaken the conclufion, and make them reckon
the fubje@t incompletely handled. The queftion
is, Whether an obje&ive revelation and explicit
difcovery of Chrift, and what he hath wrought,
is neceflary to falvation? or if his undertaking
may not be the ground of acceptance for many
whonevyer heard of his name ? In fupportof (helaft
of thefe it is faid, ‘That many of the ancient pa-

nalj and may very well confift with the firongeft abhorrence
of their wicked principles, We do find indeed in Scripture
many charges, not to judge one another, mutually to forbtar
-one another in things indifferent, and not to fuppofe that mens

outward altions proceed from a bad principle which they do
not profefs. But this is never called charity ; and itis, by the

reafoning on it,. cxprefsly limited to things really indifferent in

their nature. (See the xivth and xvth chapters of the epiftle to

the Romans,) Perhaps it will be faid, fome may judge things

to be neceffary, which in truth are but indifferent.” This can-

not be denied; ‘but there is no help for it. It is a confequence

cf the imperfe@ion of human nature. Yet fi:ll every man muft

judge for himfelf, and muft diftinguith betwcen things inditre-

rent and neceffary, in the beft manner he can, It is‘very re-

markable, that the apoftle” John, who fpcaks moft of the im-

portance of charity and mutual love, hath alfo perhaps the

firongeft expreflions of any of the apoftles, on the hatefulnefs -
and danger of error. Thushe fays in his fecond epiftle, ver, 10,

1r. ¢ 1f there come any unto you, and bring not this dcétrine,

¢¢_receive him not into your houfe, ncither bid him God {paed.

¢For he that biddeth him God fpecd, is partaker of his evil

#6 deeds,™ - :

F e " triarchs

.
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triarchs and prcphets wese far from havi;ig di-

-tin& views ef the perfon, character, and work.

of Chyift ; and if (as all fuppafe). his undertalking
was available for their acceptance, why not of
others alfo? On fuch a queftion, no doubt, mo-
defly and caution is highly commendable, and
perhaps it were wife in fome refpells to fufpend
~ the determination altogether. But there are cafes
in which it comes neceffarily to be confidered :
for inftance, I do not fee how it can be avoided,
in fpeaking of the importance or neceﬂity of pro-
pagating the gofpel among the nations that know
not God.

We may therefore obferve, that the only juft
foundation of our hope in God, either for our-
felves or others, efpecially as finners, is his pro-
mife. The firft of thefe ought to be precifely
commenfurate to the laft. In fo far as it is de-
feltive, or falls fhort of this meafure, we are
chargeable with unbelief; and in fo far as it ex-
ceeds, with prefumption. Now, to whomfoever
the true God is revealed in any meafure, as mer-
_ ciful and gracious, forgiving iniquity; tranfgref-
fion, and fin; however obfcurely he points out
the meritérious caufe of pardon, if they believe
his ‘word and accept of his mercy, they fhall
be faved ; as we are told,. ¢ Abraham believed

¢ God, and it was counted to him for righte-

s¢ oufnefs.”
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o -‘oufnefa*.” As to any others, if they are in’
abfolute ‘ignorance of ‘the true ‘God, we muft

fay, that there doth not appear, from Scripture, = .

any ground on which to affirm, that the efficacy-
of Chrift’s death extends to them : " on the con-
trary, we are exprefsly told, that they have ¢ no

¢ hape +.” We: find indeed in- Scripture, that’
the difplay of divine perfection in the works:

of treation, and “the condu&@ of providence, is
rcprefented as’ rendcrmg the Heathens inexcufable

in their contempt and negleét of Ged: ¢ Ne-

« verthelefs he left not himfelf without wit-

‘¢ nefs, in that he did good, and gave us riin’

¢ from heaven, and fruitful feafons, filling our
¢’ hearts with food and gladnefs 1. Becaufe that

.

¢ which may be known of God is manifeft in

¢¢ them ; for God hath fhewed it unto them.
¢ For the invifible things of him from the cre-

* ¢ ation of the world are clearly feen, being un-

«¢ derftood by the things that are made, even

¢ his eternal power and godhead' fo.that they

¢ are without excufe |.” Should any defire

from thefe paflages to infer, that if any of them:

made a juft and dutiful ufe of thefe natural no-
tices of God, he would not fruftrate their fearch,

¥ Rom.iv. 3.  + Seetre forecited pathige, Ephiii, 12v..

$'A@sxiv. 17.  { Rom, iv 39, 20,
.5 , of

N

. bpt would lead them to the faving knowledge |
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of himfelf, I-bave nothing to ebje&t againft the
gcneral poﬁtlon but I am afraid it will be dif-
ficult to make any other legitimate ufe: of this
conceflion than the apoftle has made already,
that they are ¢¢ without excufe” in their eftrange-
ment from God. ‘One thing more we are au-
thorifed from Scripture to fay, that their guilt
is in proportion to their. means of knowledge ;.
that they continue in their natural ftate, and are,
not chargeablc with the fin of reje&mg the gof-
pel which ¢hey never heard: ¢ For as many as’
<¢ have finned without law, thall alfo perifh with- -
“ out law; and as many as have fipued in the -
2 law, fhall be Judgcd by the Jaw *.”” _ IS
111 proceed now to the fecond lhmg propofed,»
which was, To make a few refletions on this.
fcheme ; and fhew, that it is notonly moft felf-.
‘confiftent, but moft agreeable to the other parts
of Scripture, as well as to the vifible ftate of. -
the world; and therefore that thofe who, -in’
1eafoning with infidels, depart from it in any .
* meafure, do thereby betray the caufe which they.
profefs to Tupport,

‘We have many proofs of the i mgenuny and art
of perfons under the power of prejudice, in evad-
ing the force, or wrefting the meaning. of parti-
cular texts of Scripture ; and therefore it muft
ferve much for the confirmation of any. do&rmc,v

* Rom, ii, 12,

= : ithat
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that it is.net only fupported by exprefs ; paflages,:
but agreeable to the ftrain and fpirit of the whole.’
That this is the cafe with the doftrine in quefs
tion; I might-fhew at great length-: -at:prefent k
content myfelf with the few following refle@ions.
1ft;. There is nothing more frequently or more:
undeniably found inScripture, than a celebration:

of the rich mercy and free grace of God in Chrift.

Jefus, in-fuch language as will fcarce accord with

any other plan than that which I have above en-.

deavoured to explain and fupport. It has been a
remark- frequently made, of the juftice of which
evety ferious- perufer of the facred writings will’
" be fenfible, that the infpired pehmen feem, as it
were, to be raifed and elevated above their ordi-

nary pitch when théy are on this theme, and-
that both in the-old and new teftament. Where- i

ever there is z flriking paflage in the poetic or
prophetic writings, containing fentiments of the
moft rapturous joy, or moft ‘ardent gratitude,

there we may be fure is ‘a-prophecy of Chrift.

- See the Pfalmift David cften thus diftinguithing
himfelf, particularly in the following paflage :
¢ .His name fhall endure for ever: his name
¢¢ fhall be continued ‘as Jong as the fun: and
$¢ men fhall be blefled in him; and all nations

<<fhall call him blefled. Blefled be the Lord -

“ God, the God of Ifrael, who only doth won-
4 drous things, And blefled be -his glorious
L ¢ name
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¢ name for ever; and let the. whole earth e
¢ filled writhx his glOI'y. Amea, and Aawen ¥,
The apoftle Paul alfo, not only when exprefsly
handling the fubje&, but even when he acciden-
tally meets with it” in the illuftration of anothep
argument, foems to fire at the thought, and either
expatiates upon it with.a profufion of eloguencey
and energy of expreflion-; or colleds, as it were,
his whole force, and furprifes us more, by dif<
patching it at one fingle mafterly ftroke 1.

Now, I would afk, Why fo many encomiums.
on the mercy and.grace of Geod.in pardoning fin-
niers through Cheifty if his undertaking had not

been- ablolutely neceflary for their recovery?-

Whence could arife fo deep an obligation to gra-
titude, if our flate had not .been abfolutely
deplorable, or if relief could have been ob-
tained from any other quarter? . There muft
furely be a.great impropriety in the Scripture-lan-
guage upon this fubject, when ufed by fome per-
fons agyeeably to-their other fentiments. And in~
deed their being very fparing of ' this language,
avoiding it as much as poffible, and dwelling with
moft pleafure on different themes, is a tacit con-
feffion and acknowledgment of this truth.

But, befides the mercy of God to. the world in
ynéral in fending his: Son to redeem us who were

-® Pfal; lenil, 175 18, 39: Se¢ an: inftance of the firfk of '

thefe, Bpb. iii, 17. aad of the latt, 3 Cor. xvi, 237 i
' fold

;-
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fold under fin, we find in Scripture many ftrong -
decharations of the.infinite mercyof God in fending.
the tidings of falvation' to thofe who waere igno-;
rant of them before, This appears from.feveral-
of ‘the -paflages :formerly cited, and many more
. that might be added. I only mention one of the

apoftle Paul recorded in the A&s of the. Apofiles :.
¢ Be itknewn therefore unto you, that the fal-
¢ vation of God is fent unto the Gentiles, and.
¢ ‘that they will hear it*” Now, what is.
“meant by this? Were thefe Gentiles:in a way
of falvation before ? and what benefit did ‘they
‘réap from this- intelligence ? If it be faid, that
they were comparatively in 2 more advantageout:
fituation than before ; this when ftriétly examin-.
ed; will be found to draw after it all. the confe-.
quences fo difagreeable ta the pride of. many. for.
which the other fuppofition is rejeed. Or ra-:
ther, when their comparanve advantages age car-
ried fo far as to give any thing like a confiftent-
mcamng to the above and other pafages of Scrip-
ture, it will amount entirely to the fame thing.
For I hope no Chriftian will affert, that any per-:
fon in the world, who hath the exercife of rea.
fon, is under a Natural, but only a Moral im- "
peflibility +, of coming to thc knowledge, and
doing

* A&s xxviii. 38,
t1 ufe the words Natural and Moral impoffibility in the
fcnfe in which they are ufed by tire aothors who f:ft applxed"
. that
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doing the will of God. If the firft were the
“cafe, it would take away all fin; but the laft is
only fuch an obftinate difinclination, as is flill
confiftent with guilt and blame. .
Another refle&tion we may make on this fub-
je&, That, according to the conftant tenor of
the holy Scripture, not only an offer of mercy
for Chrift’s fake muft be made to the finner, but
a change 'muft be wrought on his heart and tem-
per fo great, asto be termed a New Creation, and
a Second Birth. The firft of thefe is an a& of
the divine government, the laft is a work of di-
vine dower, - Now, I would beg leave to afk,
How and where is this to be expected ? It can-
not furely proceed from the influence of fabulous

deities, or be the effet of idolatrous rites. Itis

niot the work of man, and therefore only of the
Spirit of Chrift. -Should ‘any think fit to pre-
fume, that the fanQifying influences of the Holy
Ghotft are beftowed univerfally, though unknown

that difin&ion o fubjets of philofophy and: divinity, and .
not in the abfurd fenfe in which fome late infidel writers do
obfiinately perfift in ufing them, Thefe getlemen, inftead of
meaning by Natural or Phyfical neceffity or impoffibility, that
which arifes from the irrefiftible cperation of tlie laws of na-
ture, and by Moral, a high degree of probability from concur-
ring circumftances, tell us, that Phyfical neceffity is what arifes
fiom the laws of matter ; and Moral, that which arifes from
the laws »f mind or fpirit. But nothing can be more cvident,
than that any influence from without upon mind or fpirit, ifit
be irreiiftible, is as much phyfical or natural necefliiy as any
other.  And thed.itinéiion thus explaired, or pervested, isut-
serly ufelefs, when applied to morals, : i

to
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to the receivers; this again annihilates all the
fuperior advantages of .Chriftians ; and, on the

_very beft poffible fuppofition, is an affertion

thrown out at random, and altogether deftitute of
fupport from the oracles of truth. ' :

A third obfervation T would make, That this
fcheme: alone makes the foundation of the gofpel
fufficient to bear the fuperftruture. Nothing
clfe can fufficiently account for the coft and ex-.
pence, if I may fpeak fo, that have been laid out
in the redemption of man. Itis very evidenty
that both the prophets in the old teftament, and the
apoftles in the new, are at great pains to give us a
view of the glory and dignity ofthe PERSON-
of CH R I 8 T. With what magnificent titles is.

-he adorned ? what glorious attributes are afcribed
.to him? and what mighty works are faid to be:

done by him ?  All thefe- confpire to'teach us,:
that he is truly and properly God, God over all,.
blefled for ever, « On the other hand, How much-
is his humiliation and abafement infifted on ; the.
reproach and contempt of his life, the pain and
ignominy of his death? and the infinite value of
his fufferings, . arifina from thefe two united con-.
fiderations ! - Nothing can more plainly thewthe

guilt and mifery of man, than that fo great a per-’

* fon fhould be employed in refcuing him, fo infi-

nite a price paid for his ranfom. If fuch a pro-.
pitiation was. neceflary for the heirs of. glory,’ -
3 : 4 : how
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how Hopelefs muft be the ftate of thofe who have:
- no'claim toy or mtereﬁ in,. or depmdence upon:

Cie*?
" The laft obfew&ntm Tam. to make at prefent,.
is, T'hat thefcheme above laid dowm, is alfo: moft:

agreeable to the vifible flate of the world,. and

furnifhes the plain and the only fufficient anfwer
to the old objection againft the Chriftiam revela-
lation, the want of univerfality. This affertion:
to fome will appead furpriftng, as it. feems to have:
been on purpofe to avoid or anfwer this objeétion,
that all the other opimions have been formed:
However, they flill leave the objedtion in all its:
force'; pay, it is eften fupportediand Rrengthened
by the sexfonings upan them  But, oa-the prin-~
ciples above laid: down; itiis capsble .of the!fol-:
lowing plairo and eafy folution. Isisofclse infinite
miercy and free grace oft Qod, that. he did not
leave ali manRind o perith in: & fbave of fin and:
mifery. Where then lies the difficalty in:beliov-
ing, that fome only, and natall, are faved, orare’
furnifhed with the means.of falvation? If all are
jultly liable to wrath, upon whi¢h tie whole gof-
pel is built, merey ta a part can never be impro~

* It is 2 firong confirmation of this; that it hoHs almoft
without exception, in comparing the fentiments and fch of
the different parties of Chriftians, that thefe who have the
flighteft fenfe of the nateffity of atonement, afid the groateft
bias to a felf-righteous plan, are always moR difpofed to leffen

the' glory of our Redeemer’s perforr; lean moft to, or judge moft.

bable,

favousably ef the Secinian os Arian bypethefis,

Y |
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‘bable, or unwerthy of God, on account of the
ruin of the reft: fo that the objeion can only
take-its rife from doubt or difbelief of that ﬁrﬂ:
-and fundamental truth. ~

If.a prince had a nirmber of ‘traitors’in his

. -power, whofe treafon was of the -moft aggravated
and inexcufable kind, -and we fhould be informi-
ed that he had granted a free pardon to fome; and
left the reft to fuffer the juft punifhment of their
crime ; would it be the leaft objeQtion againft his
clemency, that it extended only to a fele& nuni-.
‘ber of the offenders ! or would j it be any juft inr-
peachment of his management, or render the in-
telligence incredible, fuppofing the prince to be
wife, as well as gracious? The cafe is precifely
the fame with God. I it be but granted, that.it
is Mercy extended to thofe who efcape, this ab-
folutely deftroys the force of any objeftion that
can be drawn from the number or cucumﬂanccs
of thofe that perith..

There is in this refpe& a beautiful and inltrve-
tive analogy between the courfe of divine provi-
dence, and the methods of divine grace; and
much in both muft be refolved into the wifdom
and fovereignty of God. There is an immenfe
variety in the diftribution both of natural advan-
tages and fpiritual bleflings ; and it is vain for us

to expect that we fhould be able to aflign the
whole, or indeed almoft any, of the grounds either

of
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of the one or the other. But if neither fort is
merited, if both are the effe&s of free undeferved
bounty, this cuts off all caufe of complaint ; and

as to the difference which we obferve in fa&, par-

ticularly with regard to the laft, we muft be con-
tent to fay, with the apoftle Paul, ¢ For God
¢ hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he
¢ might have mercy. upon all. O the depth of the

¢ riches both of the wifdom and knowledge of -

¢ God | how unfearchable are his )udgments,
¢ and his ways paft finding out* !” -

From thefe obfervations it will plainly appear,
that departing “from the principles above laid
down, is a very greatinjury to the caufe of truth,
and ftrengthens_that of infidelity.” If they are
founded upon the word of God, as I hope has
been fufficiently proved, then no good can po(—
fibly flow from foftening or difguifing them, in
order to leflfen their oppofition to the pride and
prejudices of corcupt minds. Has fuch conduct
in faQ leflened the number of infidels, or recon-
_ciled them to the doctrine of Chrift? On the
contrary, have they not become more numerous,
and more bold in their oppofition to the gofpel,

in proportion to the attempts that have been and -

are made to fuit it to their tafte ? nay, have they

not made ufe of innumerable paffages from Chrif-

tian writefs in fupport of thelr own caufe? For
¢ Rom. xi.’ 3:, 330

in -
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in all fuch cafes, as Chriftians fpeak merely the
language of natural religion, or magnify the pre-
fent powers of the human mind, in order to rear

"~ upa felf-righteous fcheme, they are -confidered

by infidels, and juftly, not as defending the gof. -
pel with fuccefs, but as yielding up the great
point in debate, and coming over to their own

" party.

I proceed now tomake fome pra&ig‘al'itriprove-
ment of this fubje®. And, in the '

1ft place, From what hath been faid, you may
fee the real, the unfpeakable moment of propa-
gating Chriftian knowledge. It is indeed, fo far

‘as it is cordially embraced, turning men ¢ from

¢ darknefs to light, and from the power of Sa-
¢ tan’ unto God.” . Thefe words have a deep
and interefting meaning, if underftood as above,
but not otherwife.- Let us only fuppofe thofe who
deny or call in queftion the abfolute neceffity of
falvation through Chrift, employed as miffiona-

-ries in converting the Heathens : how cold, how
‘ambiguous and inconclufive the arguments with

which they would endeavour to prefs the chanoe'
But the view of it given above, muft in the
ﬁronoeﬂ: manner difpofe every ferious perfon to
fupport fuch a defign, and powerfully animate to

-diligence thofe who are employed in carrymg it

into exccution,
: - 'It
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It is allowed by all, that doing good, and com-
municating happinefs, is the moft excellent cha-
-ralter ; that promoting the iintereft of our bre-
thren of mankind, is a natural fruit and expref-
fion of our love toGed, and an imitation of the
divine benignity. But what comparifon is thege
between any adts of beneficence that regard only
the prefent life and the welfare of the body, and
. thofe that affet the everlafting intereft of an im-

mortal fpirit ?  As far as God’s redeeming grace
s fuperior to his providential care, fo far muft our
fincere and fuccefsful endeavours to promoteé the
falvation of the foul, excel any relief or help we
«can give to the wants of the body. '
~ The laft of thefe purpofcs, however, is often
celebrated by infidels, in oppofition to the other,
which they delight in treating with derifion and
fcorn. - Butas nothing can be more evident than
its comparative excellence, fuppofing its reality ;
fo there is not the leaft contrariety between the -
two defigns : (o far from it, that they are ftrong-
ly connefted together, and are always beft pro~ -
moted in conjunétion. There may be indeed
fingle inftances of perfons, from oftentation or
other falfe motives, parting with their goods to
feed the poor, who have no true love to God or
their brethren. But, in general, it is certain,
that thofe who have ¢ their treafure in heavea ;
- % who love not the world, nor the things of the
¢ world ;”
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¢ world ;

»

which, however hard a faying it may

_ appear, is the real charalter of every Chriftian,

will more eafily communicate of what they pof-
fefs to thofe who ftand in need. True religion
always enlarges the heart, and ﬁ'rengthens the

-fpcial tie. Every believer muft view his poor

brethren in feveral endearing lights, as children.

- of the fame heavenly Father, as under the fame

original guilt, dependent on the fame Saviour,
and preparing for the fame judgment; whereas
wicked men, however various their chara&ers,
do habitually, by luxury and felf-indulgence. of
fome kind orother, feed their pride, increafe their )
wants, and inflame their appetites. This net
only gives them a narrow turn of mind, but often
wafles their fubftance; and fo neceﬂ'anly ob-

ftructs their liberality, by taking away both the

- inclination and ability to beftow.

- And as thofe who have a juft concern for the
cverlafting intereft of others, will be moft difpofed
to reheve their prefent diftrefles; fo the bounty -
of fuch will always be beft dire@ed, and followed
with the happieft effe®s. They never feparate
the two great ends, of making men happy in this
world, and heirs of eternal life ; and will there-
fore have it as their chief caré, to promote in=

~ duftry and fobriety in all whom they take upon

them to fupply. It is too often feen, that what
is dignified with the fineft names, and reprefented
Vou L | G : as
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as the cffedt of generofity, humanity, and com-
-pafion, is wholly 1without -merit in the. giver,
.pernicious and hurtful to the receiver. How ma-
- -ny diffolute livers are not covetous, only becaufe
they are under the dominion of 2 contrary paf-
fion? In the mean time, what they beftow, is
either entirely.thrown away by an indifcriminate
profufion ; or, .as is more commonly the cafe, it
is worfe than thrown away, being confined to
the moft worthlefs of all wretches, who are their
.affitants er companions in their crimes. In op-
1pofition to this, a real Chriftian, fupremely go-
-verned by the love of God, will direét every ac-
-tion to his glory ; and while.compaffion,.ftrength-
.ened by a fenfe of duty,.excites him to deal his
-bread ro~the hungry, he will.have a il fuperior
folicitude to preferve them from fin. Inftead of an
sinjudicious fupply of fuel to their luft, which is
cafy to a flothful, and gratifying to a carnal mind,
ke will endeavour to £t them for heaven, by fuit-
able in{truction ; and refcue them from wantand
idlenefs in this world, by lawful indufbry.

Thefe two great purpofes have been jointly pro-
‘moted by the fociety in Scotland for propagating
Chriftian knowledge. They have been promoted
swith a2 moft laudable zeal and diiigence, and
with a fuccefs fully equal to the mcans the fo-
«ciety are poflefled or furnithed with for carrying
ithem.n. The promoting of true religion, loy-

aldty,
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alty, and induftry, in the highlands of Scotland,
was the firft obje& ‘of their care: and the im-
portance of encouraging it has been reprefented
in the ftrongeft light” on many former occafions
of this fort, and is well known. But there is
another part of their defign, to fpread the know-
ledge of Chrift, the only Saviour of finners,
among the unenlightened Heathen nations. On
this the fubject of my difcourfe leads me to fpeak
a little more particularly.

Of the i importance of fuch a defign every one

- who believes the gofpel muft be fenfible. But,

except the very reftricted efforts of the fociety, .
little or nothing has evernbeen attempted by the
Britifh nation. And is not God, in his righ-
teous providence towards us at prefent, mani! eﬁ-
Jy and feverely punithing us for this negle&?
Are we not engaged in war with a potent and
formidable neighbour, in which the {fapreme Dif-
pofer of all events hath vifibly written difappoint-

~ ment on every one of our attempts? Did not
this war take its rife from the difpited limits of

our territories in America? And are n»t our
colonies in that part of the world expofed to the
moft cruel and mercﬂe(s depredauons ? Are not
families, which ought to bé”c‘/uet and’ peacesble
hubitations, frequpnrly ahrmcd in the filence of

. the nizht with the cry of war; and the tendereft

relations often butehered in cach other’s prefence,

G2 ' and
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and that by a people of a ftrange language, while
the weak mother and helplefs infant can only
lift a fupplicating eye, but cannot afk for mercy ?
Who then are the inftruments of this cruelty?
Muft we not anfwer, Thofe very Indians, 2 great
part of whofe territory we poflefs, and whom,

~ with a contempt equally impolitic and unchrif-

tian, we fuffer to continue in ignorance of the

“only living and true God, and Jefus Chrift

whom he hath fent ?

Such a particular interpretation of the lan-
guage of providence may be thought bold; but
there are many circumftances which, in 2 man-
ner, conftrain us to confefs its propriety. We
have been a nation early and long favoured with
the light of divine truth, and are therefore bound
to communicate it to others. That diftant coun-
try was a refuge to many of our pious forefathers,
when flying from the rage of ecclefiaftic tyranny;
and the territory either taken from, or ceded to
us by thefe people, has been the great fource of
wealth and power to this nation. But what feems
chiefly to warrant this application is, that the
care taken by our enemies to convert the Indians,

is the chief, if not the fingle caufe of their fu-

perior intereft among that pcople. Their free,
mdependent manner of living, Makes the Britith
temper, charater, and cuftoms, in all other re-
fpeQs more agreeable to them, But being once

converted,
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converted, not to the Chriftian faith, but to the
Romith {uperftition, they are inviolably attached
to the French intereft. And that politic, but
fraudulent nation, are able to cover and excufe
their, own treacherous defigns, by the ungovern-
able and favage barbarity of their Indian allies.
Can_ there be therefore a more noble, a
more important, or more neceffary exercife of
Chriftian charity, than enabling the fociety to
carry on their ufeful and falutary fchemes, ef-
pecially to extend their miffions to the Indian
tribes ? Who that knows the value of immor-
tal fouls, canrefufe to contribute his fhare in pro}
moting this excellent defign? Who that fears
the juft judgment and difpleafure of God, can -
refufe to take this ftep, amongft others, evident-
1y neceflary for averting his threatened vengeance ?
And who that loves his Redeemer’s name, but
muft defire that it thould be adored from the
rifing to the fetting fun? The boldnefs and ac-

" “tivity of finners in fpreading every fpecies of cor-

tuption, fhould excite an emulation in believers
not to be behind-hand in the fervice of a much
better mafter, Have we not feen much profane
zeal difcovered in fupport of the moft. pernicious
and ¢ériminal amyfements, which confume timey
enervate the body, and pollute the mind?  And
fhall there not be a like qonccrri to promote
knowledge and holinefs in the uncivilized parts

G 3 of
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of our own country, and to-carry the glad ti-
dings of the gofpel of peace to thofe who now
it in darknefz, and in the 1egion and fhadow of
death  Are there not many to whom the name
of a Saviour is precious, ‘“ ecven as ointment
« poured forth;” who burn with defire, that
the riches of divine grace, which can never be
exhaulted, may be more largely diffufed ?  And
will not ali fuch chearfully and liberally contri-
bute to exzend the bounds of their Redeemer’s
kingdom, -in the profpe¢t of that blefled time;
when the knowledge of God fhall cover . the
carth as the waters cover the fza ? or of that ftill
more glorious period, when every veflel of mer-
¢y, from the eaft, weft, north, and fouth, ‘thall
- be gathered together, and fit down with Abra-
ham, and Ifaac, and Jacob, in the kmgdom of
their Father ?

1 fhall now conclude my dnfcourl'e, by preach-
ing this Saviour to all who hear me, and intreat-
ing you, in the moft earneft manrer, to belicve -

“in Jefus Chrift; ¢ for there is no falvation in
‘¢ any other.” This is far from being unnecef-

fary or improper, even in an audience of profef-

fing Chriftians. Wherever there is a national

~ piofeflion of the gofpcl there are always many
“who, though they retain the name of Chriftians,
_are ﬁrangers &‘to real faith in Chrift, or union
with God tumugh him; nay, who in their hearts

» are

~
-
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.who only can ¢ bring good out of evil.”

127
are enemies to the truth in its fimplicity and pu3
Fity, It is in vain to attempt, by rcafoning, to
biing men to an ackmowledgment of the truth-cf-
the Chriftizn do&rine in (peculation, unle’s we-
alfo bring them to fuch a perfonal conviéticn of
their guilt and"wretchcdncfs, as will make
reccive the information of Chrift’s charadter and
work, as glad tilings ta their own fouls. No
other converts reccive any benefit themfelves Ly
‘the chinge ; mor ofe they of any fervice to Chnilt
and his caufc, except fo far as 1119}"»:1'.'(: cver-
ruled by the fovereign providence of that God

them

Wherefore, my beloved hearers, be perfuaded, -
from the word of God, which you profefs to -
believe, from the ftate of the world, which