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. O N
REGENERATION.
SERRRIRRARER DR IIINRBRLD
- Joun ii 3. '
Fefus anfwered and faid unto kim, Versly, ve-

rily, I [ay unto thee, Except a man be born
again, be cannot fec the kingdom of God,

INTRODUCTION.

H E condition on wkich numﬁers
.G of the gofpel hold their office, s

£ ¢ der an acceunt unto God” of
> their fidelity to the fouls committed
to their charge. Their duty and danger, as fer-
vants of God, are jointly and frongly exprefl- .
L. B ed
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z A PrRACTICAL TREATISE

¢d in the commiffion given to'the prophet
Ezekiel. . ¢¢ Son of man, I have made thee a
¢ watchman unto the houfe of Ifrael, therefore
# hear the word of my mouth, and give them
- % warning from me. When I fay untc the
¢ wicked, thou fhalt furely dies and thou giv-
« eft him not warning, nor fpeakeft to warn the
¢¢ . wicked fram his wicked.way to fave his life;
¢ the fame wicked man thall die in his iniquity,
¢ but his blood will I require ,at thine hand.
. 8¢ Yet, if thou warn the wicked, and he turn
¢ not from his- wickednefs, ner from his wicked
« way, he fhall die in his iniquity: but thou
& haft delivered thy foul *.”

It is natural for us, . in fuch a fituatien, to be
often revolving in our minds this great and
weighty truft. It is at once our duty and inte-
reft, to confider with all poflible care, in what
way we may have the eafieft and moft effectual
accefs to the hearts of finners: what views of
divine truth will be moft convincing ; what forms
of addrefs will make the ftrongeft and moft laft-
ing impreffion: in ore word, how we may ac-
quit ourfelves of our miniﬁry, foastobea < f3-
¢ vour of life unto life,” to many of thofe who
hear us, and to ** dekiver our own fouls” from
the blood.- of thofe that perifh.

. . ® Raek. iii. 17,18, 19, . ‘
- 7 Such




© .oxn REGENERATION. 3
- Such, indeed, is the undeniable moment and
importance of the truths of the gofpel, that Iam
“ofterr ready. to think, it will be eafy to fet them in’
fo clear and convincing 2 light, as no perfon of
common underftanding fhall be able to refift. [
am often ready to fay within myfelf, Surely, if
‘they be warned, they will no more dare to rufhr
on the thick befles of the Almighty’s buckler s
furely, the boldeft fioner muft tremble at the
thoughts of death, judgment and eternity, faft
approaching, and from which it is impoflible to
fly. But, when we fee, how many are able ta
fit unmoved under the moft awful threatnings
from the word of God, how many continue un=
changed under the moft alarming difpenfations of
Providence, our thoughts are immediately car-
" ried to the unfearchable depth of divine counfels 3
and we muft fay with our bleffed Saviour, ¢ Even:
< f{o, Father, for {o it feemed good in thy fight * ;
or with-the apoftle Paul, ¢ But if our gofpel be
< hid, it is hid to them that are loft: in whomr
¢« the god of this world hath blinded the mindy
¢¢ of them that believe not, 1éft the light of the
< glorious gofpel of Chrift, who is the image 05
<< God, fhould fhine unto them +.”>
The fecret counfel of .the moft High, however,
though we muft adore with reverence, it is im-
poflible for us to comprehend. What influence

* Luke x, 21, + 2Cor, iv, 3, 40
i B2 this



4 APrRAcTICAL TREATISE

this hasupon the final ftate of particular perfons, no
man in the prefent life is, and probably no created.
being fhall zver be, ablé fully to explain. This on-
ly we know, that it is not fuch as to take away the
guilt of fin, or deftroy the efficacy of means. A
fenfe of duty therefore conftrains us to refume
the arduous and difficult tafk, intreating the af~
fiftance and bleffing of God, under a firm per-
- {uafion that he will hear the prayer of faith, and
. make his own word ¢ quick and powerful,
¢¢ fharper than any two-edged fword, piercing
¢ even to the dividing afunder of foul and fpirit,
¢¢ and of the joints and the marrow, and a dif-
¢ cerner of the thoughts and intents of the
¢ heart.”

The fubjet I have made choice of, and intend
to handle in the enfuing treatife,” immediately
regards the fubflance of religion, and is happily
as little iatangled in controverfy as any that
could be named. We are told that ¢¢except
¢ a man be born again, he cannot fee the king-
¢ dom of God.” In this all parties, every pro-
feflion and denomination of chriftians, do or
ought to agree. By whatever name you are call-
ed, whatfoever leader you profefs to follow,
whatever ordinances you enjoy, if you are not
¢ born again,” you fhall not enter into the king-
. dom of God.

That
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“That manner of preaching the gofpel, explain<.
ing or recommending divine truth, appears to
‘me moft profitable, which brings ofteneft into
view, or, rather, never lofes view of the great
and eflential difference between believers and un-
believers, faints and finners, heirs -of glory and
heirs of hell. Thefe are.mixed together on
- earth, ‘They have common privileges as men
and citizens. They cannot be -certainly diftin-
guifbed by human obfervation ; for though the
image of God fhines in a bright and fenfible
.manner in fome on the one hand, and fome bear
very plain and deadly fymptoms on’the other,
‘whofe ftate may be determined with little hazard

of miftake ; yet, in the intermediate degrees, -

there are multitudes whofe real chara&ter is
known only to God. What then can be faid
more awakening, and, at the fame time, more
certainly true, than that every hearer of the gof-
pel, and every reader of fuch a treatife as this,
is either reconciled to God and the objet of his
love, or at enmity With God, having ¢¢ neither
¢ part nor portion” in his favour; and as many
as die in this laft condition, fhall be the everlaft-
ing monuments of divine wrath. How important
a diftin&ion | and can any man refrain from fay-
ing, ¢ Lord! thou knoweft all things—to which
¢ of thefe claffes do I belong 2’

»

BA3 But

.
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But there is fomething, if poffible, ftill more
prefling in the paflage of fcripture which I have
placed at the head of this difcourfe. Not only
are all men of two different and oppofite cha-
ratters now, but all men are originally of one
‘charater, unfit for the kingdom of God; unlefs
a change has paft upon them they: continue fo;;
and, unlefs -a change do pafs upon them: here-
after, they muft be for ever'excluded. This ous
Losd introduces with a ftrong -afleveration, and
fignal note of importance: ¢ Verily, verily, 1
“ fay unto you, Except a man be born again,
¢¢ he cannot fee the kingdom of God.” TFhefe
words were fpoken to Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews. This ¢ mafter in Hrael” camé te Jefus
by night. Convinced he feems to have been of
the power which attended his miniftry, but, un-
der a ftill ftronger attachment to his worldly in-
tereft, he durft not openly avow his conviclion..
Our Lord, at once to enlighten his mind with
‘the moft falutary of all truths, and level his pride
of underftanding by the manner of conveying it,

" faith to him, ¢ Except a man be born again, he

¢ cannot fee the kingdom of Ged.” This ap-
pears to have been extremely aftonithing, by his
an{wer in the following verfe; ¢ Nicodemus faith
¢ unto him, How can aman be born when he
¢ i3 old? Can he enter the fecond time into.his

$¢ mother’s womb and be born?
: It
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-}t is not my purpofe to give a tedious explica-
tion of the paflage, or entertain the reader with
a profulion .of criticifm upon the words. This
expreffion, the kingdom of God, hath various
fignifications in fcripture, but chiefly two in the
New Teftament; (1.) The gofpel- dxfpenfatxon or
government of the Mefliah, as diftinguifhed from

,the preceding periods ; (2.) The kmgdom of

heaven, where the fincere difciples of Chrift fhall .

be put in full poﬂ'cﬂion of the blcﬂings of his
purchaﬁ: I take it to be the laft of thefe, lhat
is, either only, or chiefly intended in this place.
Both of them, indecd, may be meant in their
proper order, and for their different purpofes.
An open profeion, and receiving the exiitnal
badge, was neceffary to a concealed friend asd
cowardiy enciple; but a right o ihe fpiritual
privileges of the. gofpel and the promife of eter-
nal life, was the only thing that cauld make the

profeflion valuable or defireable. Accordingly our

Saviour feems to fpeak of both in his reply to Ni-
codemus’s admiflion into the vifible church by
‘baptifm, . and renovation by the Holy Ghoft.

¢ Jefus.an{wered, Verily I fay unto thee, Ex-.

‘¢« cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
¢¢ he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”

I am fenfible that regeneration or the new-
birth is a fubjeét, at prefent, very unfathionable;
or, -at leaft, a ftile of Janguage which hath gone

B4 very
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very much into. defuetude. It is, however, a fub-

je& of unfpeakable moment, or, rather, it is"

the one fubje in which all others meet as in a
center. The grand enquiry, in comparifon” of
which every thing elfe, how excellent foever, is
but fpecious trifling. What doth it fignify, tho’
-you have food to eatin plenty, and variety of

raiment to put on, if you are not born again; if -

after a few mormings and evenings fpent in un-
thinking mirth, fenfuality and riot, you die in
your fins and lie down in forrow . What doth it
fignify, though-you are well accomplithed in

every other refpect, to act your part in life, if-

you meet at-Jaft with this repulfe from the fu-
preme Judge, ¢ Depart from me, I know you
. not, ye workers of lﬂquIl’)’ '

if this nubjnc: is, indéed, unfafhionable and ne-
"gle&ted, we are miferably deceiving ourfelves. ¥f
a new nature is neceflary, to attempt to repair and
new model the old will be found to be loft labour.
‘If the fpring is polluted-and continues fo, what
‘a vain and fruitlefs attempt is it to endeavour, by
‘addition, or by forelgn mixture, to purify-the
“ftreams.  Juft fo it is by no means fufficient,
"or, to fpeak more properly, it is altogcther im-
poffible, to reform the irregularities and vicious
Jives of finners, and bring them to a real con-

“formity to the law of God, till their hearts are

renewed and changed. It is hkc rearing up ar:i
' - ol

B3



- ox REGENERATION. 9

“old fabric, adding to its towers, and painting
its walls, while the foundation is gone. See

" what the prophet Ezekiel fays of fuch foolifh
‘builders, ¢ Wo to the foolifh prophets—becaufe,
¢ even becaufe they have feduced my people,
¢ faying, Peace, and there was no peace; and
-¢¢ one built up a wall, and lo, others daubed it
¢ with untempered mortar: fay unto them
¢ which.daub it with untempered morter, thatit
¢¢ fhall fall: there fhall be an overflowing thow-
‘“ er, and ye, O great hailftones, fhall fall, and
¢ a ftormy wind fhall rent it *.”

But, perhaps, the fubftance of the do&rme is
-yetained while the language is held in derifion.
We are told, it is but a figurative expreflion,
and the fame in its meaning with repentance or
Jeformation. Doubtlefs it is fo. And it wese
greatly to be withed, that many did thoroughly
‘undesftand what is implied in repentance untp
dife.  But the reader is intreated to obferve, tbat
it is a metaphor frequently ufed in the holy fcnp—
tuse. I think, alfo, it is a metaphor of peculiar
-propriety and force; well adapted to bring into
view both the nature of the change which it dg-
fcribes, and the means by which it ls accom-
plithed. If there are any who in writing, or
fpeaking on this’ fubje&, . have introduced or in-

_ xcntcd unfcnpmral- phrafes, . and. gone inte un-

- ® Eack, xiivn0in, ., )
Bs - “intel-
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‘intelligible myfticifm, this is neither wonderful
in itfelf, nor ought it to be any injury or difpa-
ragement to the truth.. There is no fubje& ei- -
- ther of divine or human learning, on which fome
+have not written weakly, foolifhly or erroneouf-
ly; but that ought not to excite. any averfion to -
the do&rine itfelf, which hath been perverted or
‘abufed. I pray, ‘that God may enable me to
“write upon this interefting fubje&, in a clear, in-

* telligiblé and convincing manner; to fupport the
truth from the evidence of fcripture and reafon ;
to refolve, in a fatisfying manner, any objeGions
that may feem to lie againft it; but, above all,
‘to carry it home with a perfuafive force upon the
confcience and heart.’ I comtend for no phrafes
of man’s invention, but fuch as I find in the holy

_fcriptures ; from thefe I am refolved; through the
grace of God, never to depart. And, in the
‘mean time, I adopt the words .of the ¢minent
and ufeful Dr. Doddridge, ¢ If this do&trine, .in
% one form or-another, be - generally taught by

* ¢ my brethren in the miniftry, I rejoice in it.for
w¢ their own fakes, as well as for that.of the peo=

« ple who are under their care.” '
’I' he plan of the following treatife is xlus s -

L To make fome ge-nexal obferva:lons uponr
-the metaphor, ufed by the: apoftle John, :¢¢ Ex-
¢4 cept & man be:berm-again;” and the fame or

> B fimilas
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fimilar expreffions to be found in other parts of .
_the word of God.

" IL 'To fhew wherein this change doth proper-
ly and dire&tly confift, together with fome of its
principal evidences and effes. .

III. To fhew by what feps, or by what means
it is ufually brought about.

1IV. Tn the laft place, to improve the l'ubje&
by a few praQical addreﬂés to perfons of dxﬂ'exeht
chara&ers,

B6 CHAP.
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CHAP. I
Some geveral obfervamm on the metaphor ufed by tbe
apofile Fobn, EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN

" AGAIN, and'the fame or fimilar expreffions to be
Jound in other parts of the word of God. - :

"I T deferves the ferious attention of every
chriftian, that, as this declaration was made
by our Saviour in a very f folemn.manner, and by
a very Pecuhar metaphor fo this is not the fingle
’paﬂ'aoe in which the fame metaphor is ufed. We
find it in the apoftle Paul’s epiftle to Titus, ¢ Not
¢¢ by works of righteoufnefs which we have done,
¢ but according to his mercy he faved us, by the
« wathing of regeneration, and renewing of the
¢ Holy Ghoft *.” We find one perfetly fimi-
lar to it, inthe fame apoftle’s fecond epitle to
the Corinthians, ¢¢ Therefore if any man be in
¢« Chrift, he is 2 new creature : old things are
¢ paft away, behold, all things are become
¢ new +.” Itis elfewhere called a new creation,
with reference to the power exerted in the pro-
-du&ion: “ For we are his workmanthip, created
¢ in Chrift Jefus unto good works, which God
* ¢ hath before ordained that we fhould walk in’
¢ them 1.” It is lill a figure of the fame kmd :

» ’hms iil, s, 1 2 Cor, v, 176 b ¢ !phef.

ll. 10, R
£ T that




_oN .REGENE-RATION_:_ i3
that is ufed when we are exhorted “ to put off,
¢ concerning the former conyerfation, the old
‘¢ man, which is corrupt according to the de-
¢ ‘ceitful lufts : and to be renewed in the fpirit
¢ ofour mind ; and put on the new man, which
¢ after God is created in righteoufnefs, and true
“¢ holinefs ®.” ‘To name no more paffages, the
real believer is faid to be ¢ born of God +;”* in
-which the very expreflion in the text is repeated,
and the change attributed to God as his proper
-~ work.

"~ Whoever believes in the perfe&tion of the ferip-
tures will readily admit, that it is intended we
-fhould learn fomething from this very way of
-fpeaking itfelf,, Let us therefore confider what
may be fafely deduced from it. And, as I would
not willingly ftrain the metaphor, and draw from
it any . uncertain. conclufion; fo it is no part of
-my defign-to ryn it out into an extraordinary
~ length.  Many fmaller srefemblances m_ightcaﬁly
.be formed between the image and the truth, byt
they would be more fanciful than ufeful.  The
reader is only intreated to attend to a few leading
truths, which feem naturally to ajife from this
metaphor, and may be both fupported and i}-
Juftiated from the whole tenor eof fcripture dog-
trine. LD T oL
v '|* !-’]éhn:v. 4 !

X T AR S SN S

* Ephef, iv, 33, 23, a4
) . SECT.
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"SECT. L

Y. From this expreffion, EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN
ACAIN HE CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF
Gob,- we may learn the GREATNESS of that
‘change which muft pafs upon every child of Adam

- before be can become an beir of life.

O ftronger expreflion could have been chofen

.7 to fignify a great and remarkable change of
ftate and charalter, whether we take the meta-
phor in a ftriter or a loofer fenfe. If we take

the metaphor in a firidter fenfe, it may be in-

tended to point out the change of ftate in an in-’

fant newly born, from what it was in immediately

before the birth. The manner of its exiftence,

of deriving its nourithment, the ufe and applica-
tion of its faculties, and its defires and enjoy-
ments, are all intirely different. If we take the
metaphor in a loofer fenfe, being born may be

confidered as the beginning of our exiftence. To

this fenfe we feem to'be direfted by the other ex-
preflions of being created in Chrift Jefus, and
made new creatures. Does not this flill teach

‘ws the greatnefs of the change? We muft be en-
tirely diffcrent from what we were before, as one
creature differs from another, or as that which

begins to be at.any time, js not, nor cannpt be -

the fame with what did formerly exift,
Lo " ‘This
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. 'This may alfo be well fupported from a variety
. of other paffages of fcripture, and is a confequence
of different truths contained, in the word of God-
For example, our natural ftate is, in fcripture,
compared to death, and our recovery to oyr be-
ing reflored to life. Thus the apoftle Paul in
writing to the Ephefians fays, ¢ And you hath
- ¢ he quickened who were dead in trefpafles and
« fins.” . And a little after, ¢ But God, who
¢ is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith
¢ he loved us, even when we were DEAD
« in fins, hath quickened us together with
-« Chrift *.” To the fame purpofe the apoftle
John fays, ¢ We know that we have pafled from
¢ peaTH to life 4.”” . The change is fometimes
-deferibed by pafling from darknefs to light; thap
which.two things none can ftand in greater op- -
. pofition to one another. ‘¢ Ye were fometimes
% darknefs, but now are ye light in the Lord 1,
Every one muft be fenfible how eafy it would be
" to multiply paflages of the fame kind. But this
1 farbear, and only wifh we had all of us a deep
.impre@fion of the meaning and importance of thefe
wpori owr hearts, '
I will:not be improper, however, to obferve
;bow plainly. the :fame truth: appears from the
spower which .the fcripture reprefents as exepted
.’éwﬁim s Fafgeii, g . § Ephel

v

in
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in bringing a finner from a ftate of nature fo a
ftate of grace. It is conftantly affirmed to be the
work of God, the effeét of his power, nay, the
exceding greatnefs of his power, ¢ By grace
“ ye are faved, threugh faith, and that not of
¢ yourfelves, it isthe gift of God §.” « Work
¢¢_out your own falvation with fear and trembling,
4¢ for it is God that worketh in you to will and
¢¢ to do of his good pleafure . And what is the
‘¢ exceeding greatnefs of his power to us ward
~¢¢ who believe, according to the working of his
% mighty power which-he wrought in Chrift
“¢¢ when he raifed him from the dead +.”” Now
is there any need of a divine agent to perform a
work of no moment? Would it be-celebrated as
‘an cffe@ of the power of God, if it were not
truly great?
' Let me now, in the moft earneft manner, be-
"feech every perfon who reads thefe lines, to con-
fider deliberately with himfelf what is the import
of this'truth; and how firmly it is eftablifhed. It
appears ‘that regeneration, repentance, comves-
_ion, or eall it what you will, is a very great
change from the ftate in which every man ¢omes
into the world. - This appears from ‘our Saviour’s
-affertion, -that we. muft be ¢ born again.” It
.appears’ from 12’ great vaneql of other fcripture

G B i 7 o Phik i a2 o 1&(!».4 19.
i phnfcs,~
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phrafes, and is the certain confequence of fome
of the moft effential do&rines of the gofpel.

With what jealoufy ought this to fill many of
the ftate of their fouls? How flight and incon-
fiderable a thing is it that with multitudes pafles
for religion? efpecially in thefe days of ferenity
and funfhine to the church, when they are not
compelled by danger to weigh the matter with
deliberation? A few cold forms, a little outward
decency, fome faint defires, rather than endea-
wvours, is all they can afford for fecuring their
everlafting happinefs. Can the weaknefs and
infufficiency of thefe things poffibly appear in a
fironger light than when true religion is cont
fidered as a new creation, and a fecond birth?. If
the infpired writers be allowed to exprefs theml- )
\‘blv»o either ""'%‘LP“'R ..:f}‘ oootrur h, it is F ‘Jl )
to think of the unhappy deluded ftate of fo great
a pumber of our fellow-finners.

Will fo great a change take place, and yet
‘bave no vifible effe¢t? Had any great change
-bappened in your worldly circumftances, from
Jiches to poverty, or from poverty to riches, all
around you would have fpeedily difcerned it. Had
.any fuch change happened in your health, it had
been impoffible to conceal it. Had it happened
in your intelletual accompl:(hmems, from igno-
rance to knowledge, it would have been qu:ckly
celebrated, . How comes it then to be quite up-

difcernible,
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difcernible, when it is from fin to holinefs ? I
am fenfible that men are very ingenious in Jufh-
fying their condu@, and very fucceisful in de-
ceiving themfelves. They will tell us that reli-
gion is a hidden thing, not to be feen by the
world, but lying open to his view who judgeth
the fecrets of all hearts. And doubtlefs this is,
in one view, a great truth: true religion is not
given ‘to oftentation ; diffident of itfelf, it is un-
willing to promife much, left it fhould be found
wanting. But it ought to be confidered -that,
~ however concealed the inward principle may be,
the pra&ical effe@s muft of neceffity appear. As
one table of the moral law confifls entirely of our
. duty to others, whoever is born again, and re-
* newed in the fpirit of his mind, will be found a
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an his_canverfation with his fellow-creatures.

Hypocritical pretences to extraordinary fanlity .

sare indeed bighly criminal in themfelves, and ex-

tremely odious 'in the fight of God. But the

iprefent age dees not feem to have the leaft ten-
idency to this extreme. There is another thing
-much’‘more common, not lefs abfurd, and infi-
‘pitely* more dangerous to mankind in general :

-a demand upon the public, that, by an extraor-
dinary.effort of ‘charity, they thould aliways fup-
pofe the reality of religion in the heart, when
there xsnot the leaft fymptom of it in the life.
Gl Nay,
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Nay, fome are hardly fatisfied even with this,

but infift that men fhould believe well of others,
‘not only without, but againft evidence. A bad
opinion exprefled of a man, -even upon the moft
epen inftances of prophanity, is often anfwered
with, ¢ What have you to do to judge the
¢ heart ?” It is amazing to think what inward
* -confolation finners derive to themfelves from this
claim of forbearance from their fellow-creatures.
. Let me befeech all'fuch to confider, that as God
<annot be deceived, and will not be mocked, fo
i truth they ufually deceive none but themfelves.
Every human affe&ion, when it is ftrong apd
lively, will difcover itfelf-by its apparent effes ;
and it is as true of religious affe&ions as of any
other; that ¢ the tree is known by:its fruits.” -
But if they have reafon to fufpe& themfelves
whofe change is not vifible to others, how much
'wmore thofe, who, if they deal faithfully, ‘muft
confefs they are quite ftrangers to any fuch thing

in their own hearts. 1 do not mean that every -

perfon fhould be dble to give an account of the
time-and manner of his converfion. -This is of-
ten effcéted in fo flow 'and gradual a manner,
that it cannot be confined to. a ptecife er parti-
eular period. But furely thofe who are no way
“fenfible of any change in the courfe of their af-

~fetions, and the objects at which they are pointed,
can fdarcely think that they are born again, or

be.
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be able to affix a proper meaning to fo ftrong an
expreflion. I have read an obfervation of an
‘eminent author, That thofe who cannot remem-
ber the time when they were ignorant or un-
learned, have reafon to conclude that they are fo
ftill : becaufe, however flow and infenfible the
fteps of improvement have been, the effects will
-at laft clearly appear, by comparifon with an un-
cultivated ftate. In the fame manner, whoever
.cannot remember the time when he ferved the
former lufts in his ignorance, has reafon to con-
«clude that no change deferving the name of re-
.generation has ever yet taken place.

It will be, perhaps, accounted an ,excéption
to this, that fome are fo early formed for the fer-
vice of God, by his blcﬂing on a-pious educa~
tion, and nappnly preicrved from ever entering

~upon the deftruive paths of vice, that they can-

not.be fuppofed to recolle& the time when they
were at enmity with God. But this is an ob-
je&ion of no confequence. The perfons here
.defcribed have generally fo much tendernefs of
.confcience, fo deep.a fenfe of the evil of fm,
that, of all others, they will moft readily difco-
;ver_, and confefs the workings of corruption in
their own hearts, and that *¢ law in their mem-
¢ bers that warreth againft the Jaw of God in
¢ their minds:” They will be of all others moft
fenﬁble of the growth of the new, and mortifi-

cation




oxn REGENERATION, 21:

cation of the old nature ; and will often remem-

_ ber the folly and vanity of youth, in inftances:
that by moft others would have been reckoned:
perfectly harmlefs.

What hath been faid in this fe&ion, is ex-
prefsly defigned to awaken fuch fecure and care-
lefs formalifts as may have any general belief of
the word of God. To be born again muft be a.
great change. Can -you then fuppofe that you
have undergone this not only without any appli-
cation to it, but without fo much as being fen-
fible of it, -or being able to difcover its proper
eﬂ'céts.

"SECT. IL -

This expreffion, EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN ~
" AGAIN, and other fimilar expreffions, imply
" that the change bere intended is not merely partial,
 but univerfal.

‘ A New -birth evidently implies an univerfal

change. It muft be of the whole man, not
in fome particulars, but in all without exception.
As this is-a truth which naturally arifes from the
fubje, fo it is a truth of the laft moment and
importance, which merits the moft ferious atten-’
tion of all thofe who defire to keep themfelves
from illufion and- {elf-dccext in this mtereﬂmg
queihon. '

In«
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. Innumerable are the deceits of Satan. If he
cannot keep finners in abfolute blindnefs and fe-.
~ curity, which is bis firft attempt, he induftrioufly

endeavours to pervert their views of religion, ei-:
ther by caufing them to miftake appearances for
realities, or fubflituting a. part for the whole.:

This branch of the fubjeét is of the more confe-.
quence, that I am perfuaded it is peculiarly ap-,
plicable to great nambeis of the ordinary hearers.
of the gofpel as fuch. The great bulk of thofe
who finally fall thort of: everlafting life, though.’
they lived under the adminiftration of word and.
facraments, are ruined by miftakes of this kind.,
There are few of them, if any at all, who have
at no time, through their whole lives, any fe-
rious impreflians about their fouls, or do nothing
in the way of religion. There are il fewer
who are fpeculative u.nbcl:evers, and foruf}'
themfelves in their prophane practices, by irreli-
gious principles. The far greateft number do
fome things, and abftain from others, .to quiet
the inward complaints of confcience, and muft
have fome broken reed or other on which they
anay reft their eternal hapes.

It might. ferve in general to alarm fuch per-
fons, that, as I have obferved above, the change,
is evideatly very great, and therefore they qught, -
aot eafily to fuppefe that it is ajready paft, Bug
1 now add fomething ftill more awakening, that.
the

a -
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the change, however great, if it is only partial,
is not fuch as is" neceffary to falvation. There
may be a change truly great in fome particulars,
from one period of life to another, not only fen-
fible to a man’s felf, but vifible and remarkable
to- others about him, which yet is not faving,
becaufe it is not general, or becaufe it is not pers’
manent. The truth of this obfervation, that

the change muft be univerfal, appears from the
" conftant tenor of the holy feriptures. Thus the
Plalmift fays, « Then fhall I not be athamed,
¢ when I have refpe unto ALL thy command.
¢ ments ».” And the apoftle James, ¢ Who-
¢ foever fhall keep the whole law, and yet of-
“ fend in one point, he is guilty of ALL +.” It
. is, indeed, fo niuch the language of feripture,
that it is needlefs to infift upen it. God wil] be
ferved without a rival, and will not thare domi-
nion with any in the human heart. But what I
am porfuaded will be of moft ufe upon this fubs
je&, will be to point out, in-a few particulars,
by what means a partial change is fometimes
. brought about, and how this differs from the
faring and univerfal,

1. In the firft place, fometimes a pamal
change in point of morals, is produced merely by
a natural or accidental change in age, temper, or
fituation. There are different fins to which men

f Pfal, exix, 6, + James iivzo,
- - are
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are addicted in the different periods or ftages of
human life. Thefe, of confequence, give way to,
and are fucceeded by, one another. There are,
indeed, inftances of extraordinary depravation in
fome perfons, who ¢ felling themfelves” like
Ahab to. work iniquity, become the flaves of al-
moft every evil habit incident to human nature,
Thefe, however, are efteemed monfters even by the
world in general, who continue in the commiffion
of every fin while they can, and burn with defires
after them when-they cannot. But it often hap-
pens that the folly and levity, nay, even the dif-
folute licentioufnefs of :youth, gives way to the
ambitious projells of riper years, and the hurry
of an a&tive life ; and thefe again are fuccéeded by
fordid, felfith, and covetous old age. In many
cafes the fins are changed, but the difpofition to
fin, and averfion from God, remains ftill the
fame. - One fin may be eafily fupplanted by ano-
ther, . in a heart that is wholly'a firanger to re-
newing grace. . How greatly then may men de-
ceive themf€lves, by drawing favourable conclu-
fions from even a great and remarkable change
-in fome one or more particulars, while they con-
tinue under the government of fins of a different
kind. Itis of fmall confequence which of the
commandments of God are tranfgrefled, fince
they are all of equal and indifpenfible obligation.
Itis of little moment for a man to get quit of

! " N one
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one diftemper, by contradting another equally
inveterate, and as certainly mortal. 'What pro-
fit was it to the Pharifee that he was not anex-
tortioner like the publican? his pride rendered
him fill more odious and deteflable in the fight
Qf \God; - .

. I may add here, that befides the common and -
neceflary-change. of age and temper, 2 change of
{ituation, employment, and coaneflions, will
fometimes wean a2 man from one {in, -and intro-
duce an attachment to another. If the tempta-
tion is.removed, the fire may be extinguifhed for
want of fuel. The inclination to fin in fome
kinds:may be thus occafionally_weakened, or the
commiffien- of it rendered impoffible. It is eafy
to fee that fuch a.change as this can be of no
avail in the fight of Ged; or rather, to fpeak
more properly, it is only an apparent, and no
real change at all- It:s a difference of effe®
from an alteration of circumftances, but arifing
from the very fame caufe. Are there not many
who may apply this reflection to themfelves ?- Are
_ there not many who have ceafed #o fin in fome
- ‘efpeds, becaufe they have begun to finin others?
«Are there not many who are abufed and deceived
by this .delufory view? who take comfort to
themfelves by remembering fome fpecies of fins
or follies which they now fincerely and heartily
defpife ? Take heed that this be not entirely owing
C to
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to your progrefs through life, or a change of cir-
cumftances and fituation. Are you not fill
living as much to yourfelves as ever? as much
averfe from a life of love to, and communion
with God, as ever? Remember, that though
your conduét may be wifer and more prudent,
and your charalter more refpeQable in the world
than before, this is no proof of regeneration ;
and ¢ except a man be borm again, he cannot
. ¢¢ fee the kingdom of God.”

2.- Sometimes a partial change is produced by
ftrong occafional convi€tions, either from the
word or providence of God. There are many

. jaftances in which convi@iens of fin are raifed in
the minds of the hearers of the gofpel, which
continue in great force for fome time, and have.
a partial effe@, which ftill remains. Evena Felix
is fometimes made to tremble at the thoughts of
a judgment to come. It is very certain that na-
tural conlcience, when awakened by the word
of God, will both reftrain from fin, and excite
to duty, even while fin hath the dominion upon
the whole,  As the fpirit fufteth againft the flefh,
and the flefh againft the fpirit, in believers, fo
confcience, the divine witnefs in the hearts of
unbelievers, may urge to the praltice of duty in
a certain meafure, when it is not able to change
the heart inwardly and- univerfally. It may de-
ter from fins to which the attachment is lefs

7 ftrong,
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firong, even whilft it is not able to expel a darl-
“ing laft, or dethrone a favourite idoh.
* There is a remarkable example of this charac-
ter in Hered, and his behaviour to Joha Baptift,
We are told by the evangelift Mark, that Herod'
<« feared Johm, knowing that he was ajuft man and-
 an holy, and obferved him, and when he heard
& him he did many things, and heard him
« gladly ®.” That is to fay, he did many fuch
things as were leaft contrary to the bent of cor-
rupt affeQion. But that the change was not en-
tire is plain; for when he was reproved for his.
beloved huft, it only ferved to inflame his re-
fentment, and he took away the life of his re-
-prover. We find that Ahab king of Ifrael, of
whom it is faid, that he ¢ did more to provake
<« the Lord God of Ifrael to anger than all that:
« went before him,” yet humbled himfelf on
the denunciation of divine wrath, and was fo far
penitent as ferved to procure a fufpenfion of the
temporal ftroke.
It appears, indeed, from innumerable inflances
in fcripture, as well as from daily experience,
- that there-are temporary convictions raifed in the
minds of many, ‘both by the word and provxdencg
of God. It is alfo certain, that there are im-
perfect effeéts of thefe convitions, which often
wontinue a confiderable time, or rather are per-
' '* Mark vi, 20,

C2 petual,
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petual, though they are ftill only partial. Many
finners, though they continue unrenewed, yet
dare not return to the fame unbounded licence as
before. Nay, there are fome fins, under the pe-
gal effe&ts of which they have feverely fmarted,
which they never dare afterwards to indulge.
We have a very remarkable national inftance of:
t}ns imperfe& reformation in the Jews. They.
were at firft fhamefully and amazingly prone to
ido1atry, and continued fo under repeated ftrokes,
till the terrible defolation they met with at the
Babylonifh captivity : from that period, however,
notwithftanding their great guilt in other parti-
culars, they never returned to idolatry, but to
this day continue to have the deepeft abhorrence
of that capital crime.

There are many. particular perfons in the fame -

fituation. Some fins which have lain heavy on
their confciences, or for which they have feverely
fuffered in the courfe of providence, they will
not commit; but others, one or more, which
may be called their ¢ own iniquity,” they hold

faft, and will not let them go. Are there not °

different degrees of depravation and obftinacy ta
be found in different finners, as well as different
degrees of holinefs, obedience, and fubmiffion in-
the children of God? And though there is ufually
a progrefs in the firft to the worfe, as well as in
the lafl to the better, yet fill there may be par-

ticular

s e e -
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ticular fins which they dare not commit, and par-
icular duties which they diligently dlfcharge.
Nay, this partial chara&er is often the very thing
that blinds their minds, and continues their- fe-
-curity in an habitual alienation of heart from the
life and power of true religion.

Are there not many cuftomary Chriftians who
have a form of godlinefs, and, though they are ut-
ter ftrangers to communion with God, yet nothing
will induce them to part with their form. Are there
not many whom it would be unjuft to brand with
the groffer crimes of prophane fwearing, fenfual
riot, o unelean luft, who yet have their hearts
fet upon the world, which they love, and purfue,.
and on which they reft with complacency, as
their fweeteft portion ? Are all outwardly decent
and fober perfons ready to take up the crofs, and
follow their mafter without the camp? Are they
ready to forfake * houfes and: brethren, and fifters
¢ and lands, yea, and their own life alfo, for
< his fake and the gofpel’s * And yet without
this they cannot be his difciples. There are many
bard fayings in religion, which ordinary profefc
fors cannot bear, and with which they never
comply. Remember the cafe of the young man
who came to our Saviour, and fpoke with fo
much modefty and difcretion, but could not bear
this great trial : ¢ Then Jefus beholding him loved
“ hxm, and faid unto him, One thing thou

C3 ¢ Jackeft :



30 A Practicar TREATISE

..%¢ lackéft : gothy way, fell whatfoever thou haft,

¢¢ and give to the poor, and thou fhalt have trea-
¢ fure in heaven; and come, take up the crofs,,
¢ and follow me. And he was fad-at that fay-
¢ ing, and went away grieved, for hg had great
¢ poffeffions *.” ;

3. Sometimes a partial change is produced in
a great meafure, even by the love and arach-
-ment which men have to fome one darling and
governing fin. The lefs willing they are to cut
off the right-hand and to pluck out-the right

. eye, the more zealous and diligent they will be

in other things, to atone for the indulgence, or

to cover xt from theis own obfervation. How

careful is. a Pharifee to tythe mint, anife, and
eummin, while he negle@s the weighter matters
of the law ? How does he ¢ make broad his' phy»
¢ la&eries, and enlarge the borders of his gar-
“_ment,”" while he is defe@ive in ¢ judgment,
© mercy, and faith > How did the ancient Jews
come with. theufands of rams, and ten thoufand
sivers of oil, while living in the habitual negle&
of fome of the moft important branches of the
divine law ? We have an appofite' example of
this in the conduct of Saul, when fent againft
Amalek: he fpared of the fpoil what was good,

though he was commandéd to. deﬁray ity and then
pretended to make a free uncommanded. offering

* Mark x, 21, 22

of
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of facrifice unto God, for which he met with
this juft and fevere reprimand : ¢¢ Hath the Lord
“¢ as great delight in burnt-offerings and facrifi-
‘¢ ces, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Be-
¢ hold, to obey is better than facrifice, and to
¢¢ hearken than the fat of rams *.” We f[ee
every day innumerable inftances of the fame kind ;
when there is any fin which men ar¢ willing to
fpare, which they defend with arguments, or pal-
liate with excufes, they are fo much the more
ready to overdo in fuch duties as are not fo con-
trary to.the prefent current of unfanctified affec-
tion.—~From all this you will plainly fee, that no
man ought to judge of himfelf by the greatnefs
- of the change in any particular, unle(s it is uni-
verfal, and without exception.:

SECT. HL

From thefe words, EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN
AGAIN HE CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF
Gob, and other fimilar expreffisns in the boly
Jferiptures, we may infer that the change bere in-
tended is not merely EXTERNAL and IMPERFECT,
but INWARD, ESSENTIAL, and COMPLEAT.

Might have divided this obfervation into
two parts, and treated of them feparatel‘y,'
fielt ﬂ:ewmg that it is not an outward and appa- -
# 5 Sam. xv, a3,

Cs rent
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rent only, but an internal and real change; fe-~
condly, that it is not an imperfe& change, or
difference in degree only, but a compleat and ef-
fential change of the whole charater.. But as
the illuftration of thefe two muft have neceflarily
- in a great meafure coincided, and they are very
clofely conneéted, I have chofen to Jom them
together.
That what fhall be faid- on this fubje&t may be
* the more ufeful and profitable, I will endeavour
to explain, in as diftin&t and fimple a manner as
I am able, what you are to underftand by the
above semark. The firft part of it will be moft
eafily comprehended, that it is not an external
only, but an internal change ; that the moft ap.
parently ftrict and regular converfation, the moft
faultlefs difcharge of outward duties, will not be
fufficient, while the heart continues enflaved to
fin in general, or under the domirion of any par«
ticular Juft, The other part of the remark is,
that the change muft not only be imperfect, or
in degree, but eflential and compleat. That is
to fay, it is not {ufficient that a man be fomewhat
lefs wicked than before, that he not only gives
up fome fins, but ufe moderation in others; nay,
though he be under fome-degrec of reftraint uni<
verfally, if flill there is not what méy be called-
an eflential change of charadter, if flill fin has
the




on REGENERATION. 33

the afcendancy upon the whole, though its do-
minion be not fo uncontrolled as before.

Sin may certainly have the chief feat in the af-
fections, though it hath not altogether quiet and
peaceable pofleffion. There muft always b fome
governing principle, which, properly fpeaking,
conftitutes the charalter, As our Saviour tells
us, ¢ No man can ferve two mafters; for either
¢¢ he will hate the one and love the other, or
¢¢ elfe he will hold to the one and defpife the
¢ other: ye cannot ferve God and mammon *.”
Grace and corruption are oppofite in their na-
tures, and mutually deftru&ive of each other, fo
far as they prevail : and therefore the great que(-
tion is, not how far any of them is altered from
what it was formerly in itfelf, but how far it pre-
vails in oppofition to the other, and hath truly
the government 6f the man. I find it extremely
difficult to communicate this truth in a fimple
and intelligible manner, fo as to be level to the
meaneft capacities. And it is little wonder ; for
here lies the chief part of the deccitfulnefs of fin,
It will, I hope, be better underftood by what is
now to be added, both for its proof and illuftration.

That what I have above aflerted is agreeable
to the analogy of faith, and a part of the will of
God, may eafily be made appear. It is the cons
flanit uniform do&rine of the holy feripturcs,

* Matt, vi. 54. .

Cs There
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There we find it is the peculiar prerogative &f

God, that he feeth and judgeth the heart. By.

this his knowledge is diftinguifhed from,. and cx-
* cels all created underftanding, and, therefore, as
no appearance will deceive, fo no infincere pro-
feflion will he accepted by him: ¢ For the Lord
%¢ feeth not 3 man feeth, for man looketh on
¢ the outward appearance, b the Lord looketh:
¢¢ on the heart ®*.”” To this purpofe is the ex-
hortation of David to his fon Solomon : ¢ And
¢« thou Solomon, my fon, know thou the God
¢ of thy father, and ferve him with a perfect
¢ heart and with a willing mind, for the Lord
¢ fearcheth all hearts, and underftandeth all the
¢ jmaginations of the thoughts +.”

The ftrefs that is laid on thisin fcripture, and
the frequent repetition of the word ¢ heart,” can
hardly have efcaped the notice even of the mofk
curfory reader, or the moft fuperficial obferver.

®

We find the confent of the heart required as in-

difpenfibly and chiefly neceffary, and that as dif-

tinguithed from outward and apparent obedience, -

which, without it, will be of no value. ¢ My
« fon, give me thine heart,” fays Solomon,
¢t and let thine eyes obferve my ways §.” We

." find an inward change of heart and difpofition

promifed by God as the work of his Spirit and

# 1 Sam. xvis 7. ‘ 4 3 Chron, xxviii, 9. § Prov,
®xiii, 26, . R
: grace :
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grace: * A new heart alfo will I give you, and-
«- a new fpirit will I put within ycu; and I will
® take away the flony heart out of your fleth,
« and I will give you an heart of fleth, and
* I will put my Spirit within you, and caule
“ you to walk in my flatutes, and ye fhall keep-
% my judgments and do them *.” We find the
fame thing implored By penitent finners, as ne:
e flary to their recovery : ¢¢ Create in me a cleari
¢ heart, O God, and renew a right fpirit within
“ me +.” And we find the duty of returning
penitents prefcribed in the very fame terms:
& Caft away from you all your tranfgreffions,
¢ whereby ye have tranfgrefled, and make yod
* a new heart and 4 new fpirit ; for why wxlt

“ ye die, O houfe of Hrael 1.” :

I fhall only further obferve, that we find ist
feripture an integrity of heart required to real re-
ligion ; that is to fay, that the love of God ‘muff
Be the commanding governing principle, that
" there muft be no divided or rival affection faffered
to remain: ¢ For the Lord your God proveth
¢ you, to know whether you love the Lord: your
® God with all your heart and with all your
¢ foul |l.” The firft duty of the moral law runs
in thefe terms : ¢ Thou fhalt love the Lord thy
“ God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul,
¢ and with all thy mind §:”” which, as a pre<

* Ezek. xxxvi, 26, 27. 4+ Pfal, li, 10- 1 Ezek,
Widl, 31, | Deut. xiii. 3, § Matt, xxii, 37.
Ceo. cept
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cept of the gofpel, is explained by the following
paffage : ¢ He that loveth father or more than
“* me, is not worthy of me ; and he that loveth
$¢ fon or daughter more than me, is not worthy
¢ of me *.” If, to any, the colle&ing of fo many
paffages of fcripture feem tedious, it is intirely
owing to the abundance and commonnefs of
them, It were eafy to have added ten times the
number to thofe which have been already quoted,
a circumftance to which I particularly beg the
reader’s attention, as it fets in the frongeft light
the certainty and importance of this truth, ’
 Having fo far confirmed and eftablithed the
obfervation from the facred oracles, I would wil-
lingly illuftrate and apply it a little more parti-
cularly. And as truth feldom receives greater
light from any thing than from a difcovery of the
oppofite errors, I fhall point out by what means
fometimes an apparent ar imperfe& change is
produced, which is not inward and effentiale
This I apprehend will be effe@éd by a view of
the following chara&ers, every where to be met
with. 1. A chara&ter formed upon a well-con-
 du&led felfith principle. 2. One that is fupremely
governed by reputation, and a defire of honour
and refpe& from men. 3. One that is influenced
by a religious principle, in which a {pirit of bond-
age and flavifh fear chiefly predominates,

. % Matt, X, 37, .
, dn.
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In the firft place, There is a chara&er in the
world which may be faid to be formed upon a
well-condu&ed felfith principle. It may be faid
indeed, in general, of every unrenewed perfon,
that in fuch a heart God is dethroned, and felf,
in one fhape or other, is exalted, is fet in his
place, and reigns in his ftead : but what I have
chiefly in view at prefent is, to polnt out the cha-
raler of thofe who, in all thofe parts of their
condu&t which aflume the name of religion or of
virtue, are chiefly a&ted not by a fenfe of duty,
but by an intention to promote their own prefent
fatisfaltion and comfort. It is the language of
experience and found reafon, as well as of the
word of God, ¢¢ that the wicked worketh a de-
¢ ceitful work.,” There are many.immediate
and fenfible bad confequences of vice and wicky
ednefs. Some who-have already fmarted undeg
their effeéls, may, therefore, in many inflances
avoid them, without any due fenfe of the evil of
fin, as againft the law of God, or taking his
fervice as their hearty and unfeigned choice.,
~ Let us give fome examples .of this, A man,
may- avoid intemperance and excefs, purely or
chiefly, becaufe it is hurtful to his health, and
introduces fuch diforders into his frame as incapa-
_ citates him for relithing even the pleafures of the
world and of fenfe. A man may find from expe-
rience, that being injurious to others in word or in
deed, nay, even refenting the injuries done to him-

) ' ' felf,
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felf; raifes him wp {o many enenties, and fo inflames
every little incident, as greatly difturbs his peace,
He may therefore be patient and forbearing, whilf
it is not owing to any mecknefs of mind, er go-
vernment of his paflions from a fenfe of duty, bue
merely to the flrength of his judgment, and his
falling upon the fisteft way of pfomoting his ewn:
eafe. It is precifely this fort of men who may

often be obferved to be reaforiable, modeft, and

felf-denied, in tleir deportmient in the world in.
general, but favage and tyramsical, of peevifli:
and diféontented in theiy own families, where:
there are none upom equal tertns with them, of
able to make a formidable refiftance to them. A
wife man may, upon the whole, by refle@ion:
difcover, that what gives the higheft relith and'
poignancy fo every fenfible enjoyment is; to ha-
bituate himfelf to fome degree of felf-denial, to'
eonduct them with decency, dnd to ufe themr
with fobriety and moderation. When this con~
du@, as indeed is commoily the cafe, is the
fruit of experience, it is fo fenfible a change,
that it often paffes itfelf not only on others, but
even on the perfon concerned, for a religious
change. But if the change is not inward as well’
as outward, if the affe@ions ftill low in the fame
channel, though they are better hemmed in, and
preferved from impetuofity and excefs; if the
fource of happinefs i3 flill the fame, though it is
more fparmgly ot - more -wiftly itrdulged, - it i

plainly
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plainly the old nature, and the perion cannot be
faid to be born-again. He is outwardly regular,
and compiratively lefs wicked than before,- but
cannot be faid to love and ferve God ¢ with ali
¢ his heart and with all his foul.”

We may learif from this a very important lef-
fon, to diftinguifh between human virtue and re.
ligion, between a decent and blamelefs carriage
vpon motives of prefent conveniency, and a new
nature, or a gracious flate. I know fome aré
highly diffatisfied at making any diftin&ion of this
nature ; but is it not plainly poflible that fuch a
chara&ter as is defcribed above may exit ? Is it
not alfo plain, for reafons too obvious te be in<
fited on, that it caniot deferve the name of 3
new or fpiritual birth? And is it not therefore
the duty of minifters of the gofpel to put men in
mind of this, as well as every other {ource of felf-
deceit? Nay, the neceflity in one view is greateft,

*in fuch a cafe as this, that we may warn thofe

of their danger who have a name to live while
they are dead, that we may fhake the ftrony-
kold of the prefumptuous felf-applauding formalift,
who is often-more deaf and infenfible to the things
that belong to his peace, than the moft aban-
doned profligate.

Is there any ready to fay, Why do you takc
wpon you to judge the heart, and afcribe what
you muft confefs to be excellent and amiable in
nfe}f, to wreng motives and an irreligious prin—

ciple?
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ciple? I anfwer, I judge no man’s heart ; but,
while I leave it to the decifive judgment of God,
would willingly fubject its a&ings to its own re-
view. It is but an appeal to the inward court
of confcience, or rather a citation of the perfon,
with confcience as the witnefs, to the tribunal of
him that ¢ trieth the reins and the heart.” But

- after all, there is no difficulty in going a ftep far-

ther. We may often know the ¢ tree by its
¢¢ fruits,” We may often difcern the falthood
of thefe plaufible moralifts, by an habitual world-
linefs of temper and converfation, by a great in-
difference about the ordinances and worfhip of
God; nay, fometimes 2 bold and avowed oppo-
fition to vital experimental religion, to the lan«
guage and exercifes of the fpiritual life, -

‘To prevent the mifunderftanding of what hath -

"been faid, it will be neceflary to obferve, that I
intend not to deny the propriety or the ufe of
. thefe affiftant motives, as they may be called,
which arife from the prefent benefit and advan-
tage of true religion, I have faid only, that the
obedience or reformation which flows from no
higher principle, is not fuch as will be accept-
able to God ; it is not that change which is pe-
ceflury before we can.enter into life eternal,
There are, however, various ufes to which thefe
confiderations may juftly, and ought in duty to,
be applied. They ought to fatisfy us of the ex-
cellence and truth of religion in general, and to

be
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" be produced: in oppofition to the licentious and
profane topics, of converfation, fo often to be
met with in promifcuous company. When any

" one begins to declaim in favour of Juft and fen-
fuality, and alledges that nature has given us de-
fires, and why fhould it give them, but in order
to their gratification? Let the hearer immediately
obferve, that, by the corruption of nature, our’
#ppetites are greatly inflamed, and not atall in
afound ftate; that, asis plain from the moft in-
contefted experience, the beft and moft defireable
enjoyment of any fenfible delights is, that thank-
ful, felf-denied, moderate ufe of them, which
the word of God authorifes or prefcribes.

The fame refleCtions may very properly ferve
for' awakening groffer finners to a fenfe of their
danger. The prodigal fcems to have been firft
brought to himfelf by a deep reflection upon his
own folly. But he did not reft here: he did not
content himfelf with endeavouring to recover, by
fobriety and “induftry, the wealth which he had
fquandered away, but returned to his father for
the forgivenefs of ‘his crime. In the fame man-
ner, no doubt, the lofs of health, fubftance, and-
reputation, fhould convince the-finner of the evil
-of his ways. This argument is ufed by the
apoftle Paul : ¢¢ What fruit had ye then in the
o thmgs of which ye are now alhamed *?¥ But

- =+ ® Rom, vi, 27,

I
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1 would never call that religion, which proceeds
to no higher views ; nor that repentance, which
. is compleated by no better principle.

Such refletions fhould alfo be improved by
every good man, to imprefs his mind with a deep
fenfe of the goodnefs of God. Every thing that
he commands is truly moft eligible in itfelf, and
moft beneficial tous. His will is as gracious as
his authority is abfolute. Religion’s ¢ ways
~ ¢ are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths are
-¢¢ peace.*” Well might our bleffed Mafter fay,

* Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
¢ for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye fhall
-$¢ find reft unto your fouls : for my yoke is eafy,
¢ and my burden is light +.” This thould daily
difpofe us to thankfulnefs to that God who fur-
rounds us with his care, and who follows us with
loving-kindnefs and with tender mercies. His
very reftraints are favours, his commands are
bleffings. -

Is it poffible to avoid adding, that the fame
views fhould be made ufe of to fortify us againft
temptation. When a fenfe of duty is the pre-

" vailing defire, we may very fafely corroborate it
with all thefe inferior confiderations. It thould
make fin the more hateful and abominable, and
prevent us from yielding to that party which

C® Prow.iil 17 1 Mak, xi. 3ga 300
‘ ' ftilt
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fiill fecretly pleads for it in our imperfeitly
fanQified hearts.

Before I leave this branch of the fubjeét, I
muft fpeak a few words to finners of a different
charaéter. If then many decent and regular per-
fons are neverthelefs under the wrath ¢f God,
what tetror fhould this give to the more openly

prophane, who are living in inftances of grofs .

wickednefs ? How many are there to be found
among us, nay, how many appear from fabbath
to fabbath in our worfhipping-aflemblies, who
live in the habitual pralice of fome of the moft
notorious crimes?! How many, who live in a
bold defiance of the truths and laws of our great
Mafter, who are not only ftained with original
pollution, but labouring under a daily increaling
load of actual guilt? Are there not fome (wear-
ers and blafphemers of the great and dreadful
name of God? fome deipiiers and prophaners of
his holy day? Some who add drunkennefs to
thirlt, wafting the creatutes of God by diffipating
their own fubflance, defacing the image of God
by undermining their own health, at one and the
_fame time procuring and haftening their final de-
firu@tion? Are there not fome walking in the
luft of uncleannefs? fomme retaining, without re-
flitution, the gain of unrighteoufnefs? fs it not
furprifing that fuch do not tremble at the word
of God? Can there be any doubt that all of the

aboye -
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above chara@ers ase unrenewed? Is there any pre-
tence for their deceiving themfelves? There is
no jult excufe even for the more regular and fo-
ber building their hope on a falfe foundation,
‘but there is not fo much as a thadow.of excufe
for them. Dare any {uch entertain a doubt of a
judgment to come ? Can any mortal be infenfible
of the precarioufnefs of time? The king of ter-
rors lays his hand vpon one after another, as he
receives a commiflion from the King ef kings:;
and it is diftreffing to think in what 2n unprepa-
red ftate many receive the fummons, which ne-
verthelefs they muft of neceffity obey: =~ '
Whoever thou art who readeft thefe lines, if
thou art yet unrenewed, but particularly if thou
art one of thofe whofe fins are open and manifeft,
I befeech thee in the moft earneft manner, to be
reconciled unto God. ¢ Behold now is the ac-
“¢¢ cepted time, behold now is the day of falvation.
¢ God is in Chrift reconciling the world unto .
4¢ himfelf, not imputing their trefpaffes unto
“¢¢ them.” The blood of this Saviour is of infi-
‘nite value. - His Spirit is of irrefiftible efficacy. -
He is < able to fave to the uttermoft all that
*“ come unto God by him.” Delay not one mo-
ment. Give immediate thanks that thou art not
already in the place of torment. Believe in the
'Son' of God for righteoufnefs and ftrength.  Add
H B . B . . not

[ XY
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not to all thy other fins againft him, by under-
valuing his atonement and defpairing of mercy.
And may it pleafe God, by his own power, to
seach thy heart, to fnatch thee as a -brand from
the burning, and make thee an everlafting mo<«
aument of his grace and-love.
2. In the fecond place we may often ﬁnd an
~appearance of religion or virtue in a chara&er,
fupremely governed by reputation or a defire of
refpe& and honour from the world. 1 fay fu-
premely governed, becaufe no doubt there may
be a mixture of other principles whilft this is the
leading, the dire&ing, and the governing view.
I am fenfible there are fome who have no other
view of any kind by a religious profeffion than to
deceive others, and ander the fair difguife of pie~
ty and feeming devotion, to carry on with more
fecurity and fuccefs their unrighteous defigns.
That fome fuch are to be found in the world,
fad experience isa melancholy proof. The great-
nefs of their guilt it is not eafy to conceive, and
fill more difficult to exprefs. As it muft always
proceed upon a known deliberate contempt of
God, there is ufually fuch a hardnefs of heart
ind fearednefs of confcience attending it, ‘that
there is little . probability of making any imprefe
fion upon them; or rather, to fpeak more pta-
perly, they have all the fymptoms of being given’
up of God and left to themfelves, But there is
fomething



: e N
46 A Pmacticar TreaTIisz -

fomething extremely harfh and dnnatural in‘fuf~ - |-

pe&mg any of wilful deliberate hypocrify, till it
is plainly aod openly dete@ed. The truth is, L
-am perfuaded, that as it is a dreadful, foitisa
sare chara@er,. The far greateft part of thofe
who are under the power of hypocrify, deceive
themfelves as much as, or rather moye-than the
world. Thefe laft fall more properly ia my way
0. be confidered, as having undergone a feemmg
.ot apparent without any real change,
. In order to iljuftrate the character and ftate of
ho[e whq are fupremely governed by reputation
or a defire of honour and refpe&, it will be pro-
per to obferve, that as the law of God is a tranf-
ript of bis own perfeét inhereat excellence, true
a:ehglon muft be ia itfelf amiable and lovely. Nay
" it muft appear fo even in the eyes of thofe wha are
engaged in a ftated oppofition to its intereft.
You will fay, how is this poffible? Isit not a
manifeft contrada&mn? I apfwer, That though
the fpirit and principles. from which true religion,
quft low, be dire&ly contrary te the:bent of an
unrenewed heart, yet their effe@s are both amia-
ble and beneficial. Bad men caanot endure in- .
ward mortificstion and fclf-denial, being hums,
bied as finners in thg fight of God, juftified free-
1y by his graee, fan&ified by his Spirit, and hav-
ing nothing whereof to glory. Againft thefe vi-
-tal prmc:ples of plcty the natural mxnd fets itfelf
: with
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with violence, and the unrewed heart rifes with
indignation. But the effet of true religion or a
diligent compliance with the duties of the moral
law, as it is amiable in itfelf, fo it is alfo of
good report among men. We are told infcrip-
ture, ¢ that the rightcous is more excellent than
“ his neighbour.” And the apoftle Paul exhorts
us to our duty in the following terms : ¢ Finally
¢ brethren, whatfoever things are true, what-
¢ foever things are hopeft, whatfoever things are
 lovely, whatfoever things are of good report §
“ if there be any virtue, and if there be any
¢ praife, think op thefe things *.” )

Does not this at once difcover how many may

" attain to 2 confiderable degree of regularity ia

the prafice of their ‘duty, while their governing
principle is no better than a defire of the .efteem
of others. That chara&er acquires 2 value in
their eyes, which is in general repute, and will
fet them in the moft favourable light. This hath
often a fecret and infenfible influence, ‘to which
they themfelves do not attend. What favours
the deceit is, that many of the very fame duties
are commanded in the law of God, and repu-

table in the fight of man. They gladly embrace

them therefore as the fervice of God : it pleafes
. ‘ .

® Phil, iv. 8, .
them
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them to think, they fhall by this means be ac-
ceptable to him. They fondly flatter themfelves,
_that this . is the chief ground of their choice, and
are not fenfible that they are but offering incenfe
to their own vanity. Self-partiality often hides
the truth from our view, and conceals the chief
fprings and motives of aion. Since diforder
was intrcduced into the human frame by fin,
there is no creature whofe charaer is fo mix-
ed, variable, inconfiftent, and felf-contradiGory
as man.. Other creatures are regular and uni--
form, fteadily fulfil their fun&ions ; their nature
and difpofition may be known without ambigu-
ity, and they always reach their end. But man
is, as it were, torn to pieces by the confli¢ting
principles of light and darknefs ;-and from the
_ -different and contrary fymptoms which often .ap-
pear, it is hard to tell in what -clafs he fhould be
ranged, o
~ From this will evu‘lemly appear, the neccﬂity
of an inward and eflential change. - That which
is done to gain the applaufe of men, will nevey
be reckoned an acceptable part of the fervice of
God. On the contrary, he holds it in the high~
eﬁ deteftation. See.the exhortation of .our Sa¢i-
our : ¢ Take heed that you do not your alms
<t ‘before men, to be feen of them, otherwife ye
4¢ have no reward of your Father which is in
: hea-
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¢ heaven*. I cannot help obferving here, that
- men of this charalter may be divided into two
claffes, who commonly ftate them(elves in oppo-
fition to, and have the greateft hatred or con-
tempt for, each other, and yet are alted by one
common principle. .
There are fome who feem chiefly to confine
their views to a fair and honourable carriage in
their correfpondence and commerce between man
and man. Thefe are commonly perfons of higher
rank, and all who defire to emulate them, and
wifh to be clafled with them. In fuch, honour
holds the place of religion: or, at leaft, is a
fuperior and more powerful principle. They"
would not willingly ftain their reputation with
any thing that is bafe or mean, according to the
ftandard they have formed to themfelves, of de-
cency of chara&er and dignity of carriage. This
ftandard of decency, however, is very change-
-able. It is either more narrow or more extenfive, -
according to the fentiments of thofe with whom
they moft frequently converfe. And there is of-
ten fome mixture of religion, which ferves under,
and ‘co-operates with, the commanding motive,
There are vaft multitudes of this chara&er in
the prefent age, who cannot be defcribed in
jufter or more fignificative terms than thofe of
* Matt, vi, 1,

D . the
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the apoftle Paul ; they are ¢ conformed to this
¢ world.” They tread in its fteps, they a& up-
on its maxims, they afk its approbation, and
they have their reward.
How far fuch perfons are from being renewed
*in the fpirit of their mind, and how much they
are the fervants of men, may be plainly difcover-
ed by the following fign ; that they are almoft as
much athamed of unfafhionable duties, as of dif-

honourable crimes. How different is their boaft- .

ed dignity" of mind from a truly holy refolution
and chriftian magnanimity? Are there not fome,
. whofe integrity in ordinary cafes may be de-
pended on, and who would abhor the thoughts
of a mean and dirty a&ion, s it is ufually Riled,
but who would be covered with nearly equal
fhame, if furprifed in any a& of devotion, as if
deteGted in difhonefty and fraud? How many,
who would brave the king of terrors in the field
of battle, from a fenfe of honour; but who,
tho’ far from being infidels, have not fufficient
courage to worfhip, in their families, the great
Creator and Prefervér of men ? Such may fee-the
reception they fhall meet with at laft, and even.
feel the juftice of their own condemnation in
thefe words of our Saviour: ¢ Whoever, there-
« fore, fhall be athamed of me, and of my words,
¢ im this adultemus and finful generation, of
¢ him
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< him alfo' fhall the Son of man be athamed,
¢ when he cometh in the glory of his Father,
¢ with the holy angels *.”

There are others of a different ftamp, who

feek the approbation of men, more by an appear- |

ance of piety and devotion, and the duties of the
firft table of the law. That there are fome fuch
alfo, not only the word of God, but daily ex-
perience " puts ‘beyond all doubt or queftion,
¢ This people,” faith our Lord, ¢ draweth nigh
¢ unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me
¢ with their lips, but their heart is far from
¢« me+.” I fet afide, both in this and in the
former inftance, the cafe of grofs, intended, and
deliberate hypocrify. But are there not many,
who, in their religious duties, feem chicfly to
have in view the attaining or preferving the cf-
teem and approbation of others? They are not
determined from any inward and perfonal convic-
~ tion of the excellence or neceflity of religion ; but
from their youth up, they have flill heard reli-
gion fpoken of with reverence, and feen religi-
ous perfons treated with refpe@. This makes
them confider an entire negleé of religious du-
fies as thameful rather than finful ; and fome de-
gree of profefled attachment to them, as necef-
fary to their charalter and credit.
# Mark viii. 38, 4 Matt, xv, 8, ;
" . Da This,
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This, like many other motives, has a ftrong,
tho’ at the fame time an infenfible influence, and
when mixed with imperfe& conviions of fin, will
produce no fmall degree of regularity in religious
cxerc1fe° while yet the heart is habitually fet up-
on the world. In whatever age or place there
isa regular and fettled adminiftration of the or-
dinances of Chrift, there will be many whofe
religion is no more than a blind imitation of
others, and a defire of fome title to that charac-
ter which is in efteem and repute for the time
being. Wherever there is much real, there will
alfo be much counterfeit religion. Wherever
there is much true piety, it is always loaded
with the dead weight of many cuftomary pro-~
* feffors. Wherever there is much outward efteem
waiting upon the fervants of God, there will
always be many of thefe fair-weather chriftians,
- ‘who follow Chrift whilft the profeffion is honour-
able, but are unacquainted with that part of his
fervice, which confifts in taking up the crofs,
and fuffering reproach. Their charaler is well
defcribed by our Saviour, under the image of
feed falling upon flony places, ¢ He that re-
4 ceived the feed into ftony places, the fame
4¢ is he that heareth the word, and anon with -
‘«¢ joy receiveth it. Yet hath he not root in him-
¢ felf, but dureth for a while; for ‘when tribu-
¢¢ Jation
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. ¢ lation or perfecution arifeth becaufe of the
¢ word, by and by he is offended *.”

3. In the third place, there is ftill another cha-

ra@er different fromboth theformer, inwhich there
may be anapparent andimperfect, while there isno
compleat and eflential change. I'he chara&er I
have now in view, is. formed upon religious prin-
ciples, but in which a fpirit of bondage and fla-
vith fear greatly predominates. It is often diffi-
cult, according to the fcripture expreflion, rightly
to divide the word of truth : it is difficult to poing
out the errors by which men deceive themfelves,
and miftake the thadow for the fubftance, and
at the fame time to caution- them fo diftin&lys
as that ferious perfons may not be alarmed ; their
peace and comfort interrupted by unneceffary
or ill-grounded fears. Perhaps there are few fub-
je€ts in which this difficulty is greater, than the
one I have now mentiongd. I pray that God,
for Chrift’s fake, may enable me to open the
truth in fuch a manner, as may convince and
awaken thofe who have hitherto built with un-
tempered mortar, and may give additional peace
and confolation to thofe who have ¢ fled for
¢ refuge, to lay hold of the hope fet before
¢ them,”

PR
* Matt, xiii, 20, 21,

Dj _ That
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That it is of importance to open this charaéter,
every one may, upon a little refleCtion be fenft-
ble. There are many who will not find them-
felves included in.any of the two former. .
Upon the moft candid examination, confci-
ence bears them witnefs, that they have more
in view than merely -prefent eafe and comfort,
or the approbation of others. T'hey have often
a ftrong impreffion of the importance of an end-
lefs cternity. ‘This hath a fenfible and confide-
rable influence upon their condu&, and is a mo-
tive quite diftind from worldly pleafure. It
compels them to duties out of the reach of hu-
man obfervation, and therefore they cannot think
that the praife of men is their higheft aim.

But are there not’ many fuch under the domi-
nion of fear ? that is to fay, confcience in fome
meafure awakened, denounces vengeance againft
the breaches of the law of God: ‘providential
difpenfations fill them with a terror of divine
power; they know they cannot live always, and
tremble to think what fhall become of them af-
ter death, Well, perhaps the reader will fay,
with fome furprife, is this wrong? No, fo far
their exercife coincides with that ef real penitents.
But here, if I may foexprefs it, the ways part afun-
der: the real penitent, by adifcovery of the intrinfic
evil of fin, of the mercy of God, and the great
foundation of a finner’s hope, is led in the way

of
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of peace ; his heart is truly changed, and brought
under the influence of the love of God, whom he
obeys as his law-giver ; to whom he fubmits as
his Lord ; and in whom he refts as his portion,
But there are others, who, by abftinence from
fome fins, againft which the reproofs of confci-
ence are moft diftin& and fevere, and by the
formal difcharge of many religious duties, en-
deavour to leflen their fears ; to lay a foundation
- for a precarious peace; and, as it were, by a
coftly facrifice, to purchafe an immunity from
hell. Fear not only awakens, but continues to
govern them ; they lay down a legal fyftem of
obedience and felf-righteoufnefs, but all the
while they drag the yoke with great impatience.
They do not hate fin from their hearts, on its
own'account, but are afraid that they fhall burn
for ever for committing it. They do not love
God, but they fear, becaufe they know that they
cannot refift him. They do not engage in his fer-
vice with chearfulnefs, or delight in ‘it as their
choice, but groan under it as a burthen. Their
hearts and affeCtions are fet upon prefent and:
temporal enjoyments ; but they apply themfelves
in fome meafure to the duties of religion, be-
caufe they know they cannot keep the world al-
ways ; and fubmit to it, as rather better and more
tolerable than everlafting mifery. '

D4 - The

-
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The frequency of this chara&er will ftand’
in need of little proof. If the features are juftly
. drawn, Tam perfuaded they will be eafily known,

for they are very common. Are there not ma-
ny who may juftly fufpet themfelves to be a&ed
by no higher motive than the fear of wrath?
Does not this plainly fhew itfelf, by your back-
ward, heartlefs, cold difcharge of duty; your
regret and forrow in parting with, and frequent
relapfes into fin? Is not your religion temporary
and changeable ! Does it not rife and fall with the
fenfible tokens of divine prefence and power ?
Have you not trembled on a fick-bed, or other
time of danger; humbled yourfelves before God;

" cried for ‘relief; and promifed amendment ? But
has nat your refolution relaxed ‘upon your reco-
very, and your diligence borne proportion to the
fuppofed nearnefs or diftance of the danger? Is
not this then manifeftly the effet of fear: and
may not the words of the Pfalmift be juftly ap-
plied to all fuch? ¢ When he flew them, then
¢ they fought him; and they returned, and
¢« enquired early after God : and they remem-
¢¢ bered that God was their rock, and the high
¢ God their redeemer: neverthelefs they did
< flatter him with their mouth, and they lied
¢ unto him . with their tongues ; for their heart

({3 way
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¢« was not right with him, neither were they fted-
¢« faft in his covenant *.” ]
Few things, I apprehend, will be of more im-
portance than to fhew, in a clear and fatisfying
manner, that the obedience or religious per-
formances that are influenced by no higher mo-
tive than fear, are not acceptable to God, nor
any fufficient evidence of a renewed heart. This,
indeed, is equally plain from many paffages of
fcripture, and from the nature and reafon of the
thing. It appears from all thofe paffages formerly
cited, and many others where mention is made
of the inclination of the heart anl will, of which
obedience on compulfion can be no manner of
proof. It appears undeniably from the great com-
mandment of the law, and fum of practical relis
gion, ¢ Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with
"¢ all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with
¢« all thy ftrength, and with_ all thy mind +.”
It appears from what is always reprefented as the
great commanding and conftraining motive of the
gofpel: ¢ For the love of Chrift conftraineth us,
¢ becaufe we thus judge, that if one died for all,
¢ then were all dead ; and that he died for all,
¢ that they which live, fhould not henceforth
¢ live unto themfelves, but unto him which died
¢ for them, and rofe again . T'o the fame

* PLl, lxxviii, 34, 35, 36, 370 4 Luke x, 27,
12 Cor. v, 14, .
Ds purpofe
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purpcfe the apoftle John fays, ¢ We have known
¢ and believed the love that God hath to wus.
¢ God is love; and he that dwelleth in love
¢ dwelleth in God, and God in him §.” We
find in feripture that there is a dire&t oppofition
ftated between the (pirit of genuine converts un-
der the gofpel, and a fpirit of bondage, or flavifh
fear: « For ye have not received the fpirit of
¢ bondage again to fear, but ye have received
¢¢ the fpirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
¢¢ Father *.” So fays the fame apoftle te Ti-
mothy, ¢ For Ged hath not given us the fpirit
¢ of fear, but of power and of love, and of a
¢ found mind +.”

The truth is, it is equally plain from the na-
ture and reafon of the thing. That which is done
oply or chiefly from fear, cannot be any evidence -
of the'change that is acceptable to God, becaufe,
properly fpeaking, it is no real or inward change
atall. The effe@s of fin are reftrained or con-
trolled by fuperior power, but the inclination to
it remains ftill the fame. It is a common and’
known principle, that whatever is the effe&t of

-compulfion or force upon the agent, whether it
be good or evil in itfelf, hath nothing moral in
its nature. The fword that commits murder,
and that which executes juftice, delerves equal

" . § 1Joha iv, 16, * Rom. viii, 75, + 2 Tim,

nr Blame
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blame or praife, or rather none of them deferves
cither the one or the other. A dete@ed thief,
compelled to make reftitutions; or loaded with
chains fo that he cannot fteal, does not thcreby
become honeft in his nature.

. The cafe is precifely the fame with thofe who,
in their religious duties, are under the govern-
ment of fear; although it be the fear of their al-
mighty Judge. From any fimilar inftance be-
tween man and man, we may at once be fenfible
of this truth. If one man is willing to over-reach
another, but, through his adverfary’s fuperior
fkill, is not able, or, terrified by threatnings,. is
not bald enough to attempt it, what charalter
does he bear, or deferve, but that of a difap-
pointed knave? What parent or mafter will bg
fatisfied with the obedience of a child or fervant,
who plainly difcovers that he hates his commands,
and grieves at his authority ? It is true, as man
can only judge with certainty of the outward ap-
pearance, this circumftance muft be left out of
every fyftem of human government. We can
make no laws on earth to punifh the intention ;
but fo much we know of it, as may make us fen-
fible what all fuch deferve, and fhall receive, at
the hand of God, whofe prerogative it is that
he knoweth and judgeth the fecrets of all hearts.

‘I fhall only further obferve, that the fame
thing appears in the cleareft manner, from the

D6 nature
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“nature of that happinefs which is prepared for tha

children of God in the life to come. It is pu;ely
fpiritual, as it is perfe&ly holy:’ it confifts in the .

- knowledge of God, in the exercife of love to him,

in conformity to his nature, and the execution
of his will. - Thofe who are under the dominion
of fear, who have no love to God, but only de-
fire to avoid his wrath, will certainly find, that,
though it were poflible for them to efcape hell,
they neither deferve, nor are able to relith, the
employment and happinefs of heaven, As the
commands of God are a burden to them on earth,
bis immediate prefence would be a ftill more in-
fupportable burden in heaven.~—From all this [
hope it appears evidently, that a charater may be
formed upon religious principles, and yet, if it is
never carried further than a reftraint by fear, it
is not that change which is neceflary to falva-
tion.

It will not be improper, or rather it will be ab-
folutely neceflary, to make a refletion or two

"upon this branch of the fubje&t for its improves

ment, and to prevent its being miftaken or mif
applied. . For this purpofe let it be obferved,
‘That we muft carefully diftinguifh -the flavith
dread above explained, from that dutiful rever-
ential fear which every child of Ged is ftill bound
to preferve upon his mind of his Father who is in
heaven. Of the firft kind it is faid, ¢¢ There is
. ¢¢ no
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 no fear in love, but perfedt love cafteth out
+ ¢ fear, becaufe fear hath torment: he that fear-
¢¢ eth is not made perfet in love *.” In pro--
portion as the love of God prevails, the firft fort
of fear is banithed, but the other is fo far from
being banifhed, that it rather increafes. This is
" no other than a profound veneration of the un-
fpeakable greatnefs and glory of God, and parti-
cularly of his holinefs and purity, which fhould
bring every creature proftrate before him. We
find in the vifion of Haiah, the heavenly hofts re-
prefented as deeply penctrated with fuch a difco-
very: ¢¢ In the year that king Uzziah died, I
¢ faw the Lord fitting upon a throne high and
¢¢ lifted up, and higtrain ﬁll‘ed the temple : above
¢ jt ftood the feraphims ; each one had fix wings;
¢¢ with twain he covered his face, with twain he .
¢ covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.
*¢ And one cried unto another and faid, Hovy,
¢ HoLY; HOLY is the Lord of hofts, the whole
< earth is full of his glory +.” .
This not only may, but ought, in us to be ac-
companied with a fear of the punifhment incurred
by fin; at the fame time it muft be infeparably
conne&ted with, or rather founded upon, a fenfe
of the holinefs of his nature, the purity of his
law, and the juftice of his vengeance. On the
contrary, that fear of God which prevails in the
# 1 John iv, 18, 4 laizh vi, 1, 2, 3. _
~ unregenerate,
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_unregenerate, is founded only on the terror of

‘his power, as a natural attribute. Tt is like the
ftruggling of a chained flave, who ¢ gnaws his
¢ tongue for pain,” who is not fatisfied with the
equity of the law, which he has tranfgreffed, and
cannot admit the juftice of that fentence, the exe-
cution of which he apprehends. \

There is no inconfiftency at all between the’

fear and love which terminate on the correfpon-
dent attributes of God, majefty and mercy. A
chriftian may, and ought, to grow in a-fenfe of
the divine prefence, and reverential dread of the
divine majefty, and fo be ftill more afraid of fin-
ning; at the fame time he may alfo grow in a
fweet calm and compofure of mind, a fiducial
truft and reliance on the divine faithfulnefs and
mercy : juft as, on the other hand, fome finners
evidently increafe both in prefumption and timi-
dity.” During a great part of their-lives they aét
without refleCtion and without reftraint, and yet,
at particular fealons, they are in a manner dif-
tralted with terror : nay, though it often- hap-
pens that grofs wickednefs fears the confcience,
and produces an infenfibility and hardnefs of heart,
there are inftances of the greateft profligates be-
ing liable to the moft alarming fears *. Let us
. ® We are told that Nero, one of thofe monflers called Ro-
man emperors, though he adventured to perpetrate fome of the

moft horrid crimes, was yet {o eafily terrified, that a thunder-
ftorm ufed to make him hide himfelf under a bed

never,
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never, therefore, confound things fo very oppo-
fite as a fear of the living God, joined to an
inward and hearty approbation of his commands,

" and that unwilling obedience or abftinence which
views him as a ftern tyrant, and trembles at the
thoughts of his wrath.

It will be farther neceffary to obferve, that, as
a flavifh fear is to be entirely diftinguifhed from
that which is filial and dutiful, fo no doubt there
is- often, even in real chriftians, a mixture of

* the fpirit of bondage itfelf, though they are fu-
premely governed by a better principle. This is
not to be wondered at, fince they are fan&ified
but in part. There is a ftrong remainder of fin

“and corruption in them of different kinds, and,
among the reft, a very blameable degree of un-

_ belief and diftruft. How many are there whofe

“comfort is leflened, and whofe hands hang down,

- through an exceffive fear of death, the laft ene-
my? What a refrelhment fhould it be to- all
fuch to think of this end of our Savieur’s coming,
to ¢¢ deliver them who, through fear of death,
¢ were all their life-timefubject unto bondage *.”
For their fakes, I am perfuaded, it will not be
difagreeable that, in the clofe of this fe&ion, 1
lay down a few marks, by which they may be
enabled to judge whether this flavith fear predo-
minates or not. ’

* Heb, i, 15\
' ik
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1ft then, Chriftian, whether or not is your
fear of wrath immediately corine@ed with a.fenfe
of the evil of fin ? Do you fee thefe two things in
their infeparable relation to, and mutual influence
upon, one another? Do you fear wrath as the
effe@ of fin, and fin as the juft caufe of wrath?
Have you no fault to find with this conneétion?
Do you plead guilty before (3od, and confefs that
you arewithout excufe? Is fin truly hateful in itfelf,
and your own unhappy pronenefs to it an habitual
burden? The language of -a believer is the fame
with that.of the apoftle Paul: ¢ Wherefore the
¢« law is holy, and the commandment holy, and
¢ juft, and good. Was then that which is good
¢ made death unto me? God forbid. But finy
< that it might appear fin, working death in me
¢ by that which is good, that.fin by the com-
¢ mandment might become exceedmg finful.
. ¢¢ For we know that the law is fpiritual, but I
¢ am carnal, fold under fin *.” In thofe who
are under the dominion of fear, there is no juft
fenfe of the evil of fin, there is a pronenefs to ex~-
tenuate it, an inclination to juftify it, and a con-
tinual attempt to forget or concealit. The crime
is ftill fweet, though the punifhment is terrible.
They are not fatisfied to find that God is fo holy,
fo juft, and fo powerful. With them his govern.
ment ls arbitrary, his law is fevere, his nature

!

* Rom, vu. 32, 13, I4e
imp!acable s
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implacable ; and, inftead, of changing their own
difpofition, they would much rather wifh a change
in his will, ,
2. Whether does your fear of God drive you
from his prefence, or excite a ftrong defire of re-
. conciliation and peace ? The flavifh fear which
is not attended with any juft views of the divine
mercy, clothes God with. terror, and makes him
the obje& of averfion. This is plainly the firft
effe@ of fin. It was fo in the cafe of Adam,
~who, as foon as he had loft his integrity, when
he heard God’s voice in the garden, fled and hid
himfelf. We find the fame fentiment exprefled
by the men of Beththemefth, upon an extraordi-
nary token of divine power and jealoufy: ¢ And
¢¢ the men of Bethfhemefh faid, Who is able to
¢¢ ftand before this holy Lord God, and to whom
¢¢ fhall he go up from us *.” Nay, the fame
feems to have been the view of the apoftle Peter,
when furprifed with an aftonithing evidence of
his mafter’s power and Godhead. ¢¢ When Si-
¢ mon Peter faw it, he fell down at Jefus feet,
¢ faying, Depart from me, for1 am a ﬁnful
-¢ man, O Lord +.”

This difpofition is daily manifeft in many who
are under the dominion of fear. The worlhip of
God is painful to them, his fervice is a burden,

* his prefence is terrible : they keep at a diftance,
® 3 Sam, vi, 20, "+ Luke v, 8. '
' - therefore
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therefore, as much as they can or dare. Their
peace and .compofure is chiefly owing to their
lofing themfelves, and occupying their minds en-
tirely with different objeéts. No fign will more
furely difcover the nature and influence of flavith
fear than this. There is a gloom and melan-
choly fpread over every thing in religion to them 3
when they are engaged in facred duties, itis a
heavy tirefome tafk, and they rejoice in getting
them over, as a bullock when he is loofed from
the yoke. On the other hand, real chriftians,
though burdened with finful fear, cannot take re-
fuge in any thing elfe than God ; they dare not
take their reft in the creature, but fay with Job,-
¢ Though he flay me, yet will I truft in him *;”
or with the Pfalmift David, ¢ Yet the Lord will
¢ command his loving-kindnefs in the day-time,
¢ and in the night his fong fhall be with me,
“ and my prayer unto the God of my life +.”

‘Nothing gives relief to fuch, till they attain to a -
view of the divine mercy, and a humble hope of

- peace and reconciliation.

3. Whether have you comfort and fatisfaltion in

a fenfe of God’s favour, as well as a diftrefling fear
of his wrath. This alfo will ferve to diftinguifh be-
tween thole who have no other religion than what
fear - produces, and thofe in whom it only main-
tains a confli¢t with a better principle. There are
# Job xiii, 15. + Phal, xlii. 7.

‘ : : fome
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fome who are reftrained from fin, and compelled

-to many duties, by fear, who may eafily fee what

governs them, becaufle they are aitogether ftran-
gers to joy and fatisfaltion in God. This is not,
indeed, what they aim at. They have never yet
feen his favour as the object of fupreme defire.
They only believe fo far as to tremble, and would
fain by compofition, fo to fpeak, and fome de-
gree of compliance, though relu&ant and back-
ward, avoid the divine wrath, A coldnefs and -
conftraint runs through all their performances,
and they are apt to call in queftion the reality of
joy in God, and communion with him, becaufe
they are altogether ftrangers to it themfelves,
But all the real children of God defire a fenfe of

‘his love, as well as grieve or fear under a fenfe

of his difpleafure. The light of his reconciled
countenance gives them more joy and gladnefs
than the greateft affluence of corn or of wine;

-and under the fevereft chaftifement, inftead of

flying from his prefence, they fay with Job, ¢« O
¢ that I knew where I might find him, that I
¢ might come even to his feat; I would order
¢ my caufe before him, and fill my mouth with
¢¢ arguments *.” Nothing, indeed, can be more
proper than calling the one a filial, and the othcr
a flavith fear : for great is the difference between
a child fearing the difpleafure of a parent whom

® Job xxiii, 3, 4. B
-]
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he fincercly loves, and a flave dreading the refent-
ment of an enraged tyrant, whofe fervice he
abhors.

SECT. 1IV.

From this metaphor, EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN
AGAIN HE CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF
Gob, and ather parallel expreffions in the boly
Jeriptures, we may learn that the change here in-
tended is SUPERNATURAL.,

HEN [ fay it is a fupernatural change, I

mean that it is what man cannat by his own
. power effet, without fuperior or divine aid. .As
we are by nature in a ftate of enmity and oppo-
fition to God, fo this is what we cannot ¢ of
¢ ourfelves” remove or overcome. The exer»
cife of our own rational powers, the: perfuafion
of others, the application of all moral motives of
every kind will be ineffectual, without the fpecial
operation of the Spirit and grace of God. Thus
the apoflle John defcribes thofe who believe in
the name of Chrift : < Which were born not of
¢ blood, nor of thc will of the flefh, nor of. the
¢¢ will of man, but of God *.” And thus the
apoftle Paul expreffes himfelf: ¢ Not by works
¢« of righteoufnefs which we have done, but ac-
¢¢ cording to his mercy he faved us, by the wath-

# Jobn i, 13, «
ing
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¢ ing of regeneratian, and renewing of the Holy
¢ Ghoft*.” There is.no part of the fcripture
do&trine which the natural’ man hears with
greater averfion, or appofes with greater violence.
It gives fo humbling a view of our own charac-
ter and ftate, and ftands fo direftly oppofed to
pride and felf-fufficiency, that it cannot be truly
acceptable to any, till they are brought to a fav-
ing acquaintance with its power and efficacy.
However it bath been, this ¢¢ foolifhnefs of
- ¢¢ preaching,” orrather, this commonly-efteemed
foolifh part of preaching, that God hath moft re-
markably blefled fer the falvation of fouls, I
will therefore endeavour to fhew, in as plain
and fatisfying a manner as I am able, that this
is the doétrine of the holy fcripture 5 and then
to vindicate it from the chief objections that are
ufually raifed againft it.

- How many paflages of fcripture are there,
that fpeak in the ftrongeft terms, not only of our
miferable but helplefs ftate before converfion.
Thus the apoftle to the Ephefians, ¢ And you
¢t hath he quickened, who were dead in tref-
<¢ pafles and fins +.” And again, ¢ But God,
<« who is rich in mercy, for his great love where-
« with he loved us, even when we were dead-
<¢ in fins, hath quickened us together with

® Titusiii, 5. 4 Eph, @iy 1. . -

< Chrift
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<. Chrift (by grace ye are faved*.”) In his

epiftle to the Coloffians, he repeats the fame
thing ; ¢¢ And you, being dead in your fins and

¢ the uncircumcifion of your fleth, hath he

¢¢ quickened together with him, having forgiven

¢ you all your trefpaflfes+.” The reader muft
know, that in many other paffages the fame

truth is to be found, couched under the fame or

like metaphors; fuch as ¢ blindnefs, darknefs,

¢ hardnefs of heart.” The force of the ex-

preffion is feldom fufficiently attended to. Suf-

- fer me then to put the queftion, Do you give
credit to the holy fcriptures? Do you form

" your opinions without partiality or prejudice

-from them? Then you muft receive it as truth

that man, in his natural fate, can do nothing of
himfelf to his own recovery, without the con-

currence of fuperior aid. - If there is any mean-

- ing or propriety in feripture language, we muft
yield to this. What more could be faid, than
that we are “dead” infin? What more in-
capable of attion, than one who is entirely de-
" prived of life ? '

But left there fhould be any remaining excep--
tion, the thing is afferted in plain and explicit
terms, without any metaphor, by the apofile.
John, from our Saviour’s own mouth: ¢ No

% Eph i, 4, 5, 1 Col, ii, 13
' “ man
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man can come unto me, except the Father
which hath ‘fent me draw him: and I will
raife bim up at the laft day. It is written in
the prophets, And they fhall be  all taught
of God; every man, therefore, that hath
heard and hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto me*.” I fhall mention only one paf-

fage more, in which, under the fimilitude of
a wretched outcaft infant, the prophet Ezekiel
reprefents the natural ftate of Jerufalem. ¢ And

L {3
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as for thy nativity, in the day thou waft born,
thy navel was not cut, neither waft thou
wafthed in water to fupple thee; thou waft
not falted at all, nor fwaddled at all. None
eye pitied thee, to do any of thefe unto thee,
to have compaffion upon thee ; but thou waft
caft out in the open field, to the loathing of
thy perfon, in the day that thou waft born.:
And when I pafled by thee, and faw thee
polluted in thine own blood, I faid unto thee,
when thou waft in thy blood, Live; yea, I
faid unto thee, when thou waft in thy blood,
Live +.” Here all the circumftances are col-

le&ed, that could fignify at once-a miferable
and weak, wretched and helplefs condition; or
that could ferve to make our deliverance at once
a fignal inftance both of grace and power,

# John vi. 44, 45,  t+ Ezek, mvi. 4, 5, 6.
. This
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This leads me to obferve, that the fame
truth will receive further light from thefe paf-
-fages of fcripture, in which the real agent in
this great change is pointed out, and which ce-
lebrate the efficacy of his power. As in the
text it is afferted, that, ¢ except a man be born
« again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
¢ God.” So in other paffages, true believers
are faid to be ¢ born of God—born from above
_ “ —born of the Spirit.” The power of God -
exerted in the renovation of the finner, is de-
fcribed in language taken from the firft formation
of the world. ¢¢ For we are his workmanthip,
¢¢ created in Chrift Jefus unto good works,
«¢ which God hath before ordained that we
¢ fhould walk in them*.” And,  If any
<t man be in Chrift, he is a new creature; old
< things are paft away, behold all things are
«¢ become new +.” See the prophecies of the
old teftament, refpeéling the plentiful effufion of
theholy Spirit in the times of the gofpe] : they
contain a clear defcription of divine fupernatura
influence. Thus the prophet Ifaiah, ¢ For I
¢ will pour water upon him that is thirfty, and
<« floods upon the dry ground. I will pour my
«¢. Spirit upon thy feed, and my blefing upon
<< thine oftspring ; and they fhall fpring up as

* Eph, ii,10. % 2 Cor, v, 17.
7 ¢ among
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€ among the grafs, and as willows by the wa<’
« ter-courfes *.””  To the fame purpofe the pro-
phet Ezekiel : ¢ Theén will I fprinkle clean wa-
“ ter upon you, and ye fhall be clean from all
¢ your filthinefs, and from all your idols will I
 cleanfe you. A new heart allo will T give
¢ you, and a new {pirit will ‘I put within you ; .
¢ and I will take away the ftony heart out of °
¢ your fleth, qnd I will give you an heart of
“ flefh 3 and I will pu? my fpirit within you,
¢ and caule you to walk in my ftatutes ; and ye
¢ fhall keep my judgments, and do them }.”
Let it not feem tedious to any that I have col-
le®ted fo many paffages of {cripture om this fub-
je&. It is no light thing ; and indeed, it is no
common thing to belicve it from the heart. But
let us now affirm it, on divine tefltimony, that
regeneration is the work of the Holy Ghoft.

T would not build this truth upon any other
evidence. When we ftand in God’s room, bear
his meflage, and fpeak in his name, nothing
fhould be affirmed, which cannot be fupported
by a ¢ Thus faith the Lord.” But having done
fo, I think I may warrantably obferve how much
the vifible ftate of the world correfponds with
the fcripture declarations on this fubject. I hope
this will be neither unfuitable nor unproﬁtable,

L 1[. xliv. 3, 4. ,- 4 'Ezek, *xxxvx. 35, 26, 27,
E con-
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confidering what an inward averfion men have
_to receive and apply them. Do we not daily fee
many inftances of perfons, of firft-rate under-
. ftandings and great natural abilities, who. yet
continue blind to their duty to God, and the
falvation of ‘their fouls? As they are born, fo
they continue to fhew themfelves through their
whole lives, ¢ wife to do evil, but to do good
¢¢ they have no knowledge.” What proofs do
they often give of the power and influence of
habits of wickednefs over them? How frequently
does it happen, that their attachment to fin in
general, or to fome particular fin, is fuch, as to
beardown before it all regard to their own intereft,
temporal and eternai? While at the fame time
perfons of unfpeakably inferior talents, enlight-
ened by the Spirit, and fanQified by the grace -
of God, fhall ftand firm againft the moft dan-
gerous temptations, and elcape the pollution that
is in the world through luft. This our blefled
Lord adores as a_part or proof of the fovereignty
and unfearchable wifdom of his heavenly Father,
«¢ In that hour Jefus rejoiced in fpirit, and faid,
-« T thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and
ss earth, that thou haft hid thefe things from
¢« the wife and prudent, and haft revealed them
«¢ unto babes : even fo, Father, for fo it fcemed
e good in thy fight *.”

® Lukex, 21, o -

Is



on REGENERATION.  »5

~Is it not plain, that fuperior advantages of in-
firu@ion, though very valuable, are far from
being always effe@ual? Sometimes thofe who
live long under the falutary infiruéion and edi-
fying example of pious parents and maflters, con-
tinue, notwithitanding, in an infenfible flate.
Sometimes we fee perfons fit long under the moft
enlightening and awakening miniftry, with hearts
as hard as the nether millone. The cafe of
the ordinary hearers of the gofpel is indecd of-
ten affe@ing, "and leads to ferious meditation
on the depths of the divine counfels. Suffer me
to befpeak the readers of this clafs in the fol-
lowing terms. Are not many of you a wonder
to yourfelves, as well as to one another? Is
not your danger often painted out to you in the
cleareft mannér? Is not your charatter drawn
and diftinguifhed by the moft undeniable marks ?
Are not your duty and intereft fet before you in
fuch a manner, that it cannot be contraditted,
and there is nothing left to reply? And yet
after ali, though there may be fome weak or tem-
porary refolutions, it is without any real or
lafting effe@. Doth not this ratify and confirm
the following paffage of fcripture? <€ Who then
s js Paul, and who is Apollos, but minifters by
¢ whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave
s to every man? T have planted, Apollos wa-
Ea ¢ tered,
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~

¢ tered, but God gave ‘the increafe. So then,
¢¢ neither is he that planteth any thing, neither
¢« he that watereth, but God that giveth the:
¢ increafe *.”

To abfent altogether from the ordinances of
‘God is a dreadful and dangerous thing, for it.
leads direély to a ftate of total blindnefs and
undifturbed fecurity. I have often thought, how-
ever, that the cafe of many who continue to give
their attendance is much more wonderful. Are.
there not habitual drunkards often feen in the
houfe of God? Are there not fome prophane
{fwearers often feen in the houfe of God? Are’
there not fome who walk in the luft of unclean-
nefs ? fome who retain, without reftitution, un-
righteous gain, whom approaching death, the
wrath of God, and the fire of hell cannot ter-
vify?  Of fuch, we may juftly fay with the
apoftle Paul, ¢ But if our gofpel be hid, it is
¢t hid to them that are loft, in whom the God
¢¢ of this world hath blinded the minds of them
~¢¢ which believe not, left the light of the glorious
¢ gofpel of Chrift, who is the image of(_;od
¢ fhould fhine unto them +.” .

" Let it be further confidered, how mich provi-
dential warnings are generally defpifed, even
when they are fo awful in their nature, and
fo clear in their meaning, that one would think .
' *1Cor i, 5,6,7. . t2Coniv, 3,4
) _ nothing

[
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nothing but an anolute infatuation could pre-
vent their effe€t. Sinners may keep themfclves
from hearing the word of God, and from 2ny
fuch reading or cenverfation as will brmg eter-
nity in their view. But he vifits them in their
families or in their perfons, and they cannot fly
from thefe terrible things in righteculnefs, by
which he pleads his caufe from day to day.
Are not the young and beautiful fcon carried to
‘their graves? Are not the great and noble foon
humbled in the duft? Have not fenfuality znd
riot, impurity and luft, flain their vi&ims, and
raifed up ‘monuments fraught with moral in-
ftru@tion in every age? How long is it azo
fince Solomon faid, ¢ Whoredom and wine, and
“ new wine, take away the heart?”” And of a
‘harlot, ¢¢ She hath caft down’ many ‘wounded,
¢ and many ftrong men have been flain by bgy.
¢« Her houfe js the way to héll, going down (o
‘¢ the chambers of death *.” DBut though up-
“infpired writers have faid this as well as he
nay, thouOh it is v1ﬂble to all, have mcen becomc
wife? -Have they fhunned the paths of. the
“defiroyer ! No: we may jutly fay of the pre-
fent times, as the Pfalmift David (ald many ages
ago, ¢ This their way is their folly ; yet thur '
KT poﬁerny approve their fayings+.” Nothmg,

& Pyov, vil. 1.36, 27, .. .. -} PL xlix, 13,

E3 ’ nothing
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nothing will change them, till the Spirit of God
roufe and awaken the confcience, powerfully
conftrain the will, and effeCtually’ renew the
heart. _
Hence then it appears, that the new birth

is a ¢ fupernatural change;” it is the effect of .

the power of God ; it is the work of the Holy
Ghoft. I have been at the more pains to efta-
blith this truth, becaufe I am perfuaded, that
until it be truly received, there may be a form,
‘but there can be nothing of the power of god-
linefs. But we muft now vindicate it from the
"¢ bje&ions and abufe, to which it may be thought
liable. There are many who flill barbour in
their minds, and fometimes produce in conver-
‘fation, the objetion mentioned by the apoftle
Paul; ¢ Thou wilt fay then unto me, 'Why
« doth he yet find fault, for who hath refifled
¢ his will #1”* This, indeed, is the fum of all
the objetions that ever were, orever can be of-
fered againft it: and 1 make the fhort anfwer
of the fame apoftle ; ¢ Nay, but O man! who
"¢ art thou that replieft ‘againft God ?” This is
“but making or imagining an inconfiftency be-

___tweentwo- thinigs, both of which. God hath

"clearly eftablithed and infeparably joined in his
word. Thefe are, his own power neceflary to
“the change, and our duty in the ufe of the

* Rem. ix, 19, )
- means ;
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, means; or rather, our fin while continuing at
enmity with him, and refufing his mercy.

I make no fcruple toacknowledge, that itisim=
poifible for me ; nay, T find no difficulty in fuppof-
ing, that it is impoflible for any finite mind to point
out the bounds between the ¢¢ dependence” arnd
¢ a&ivity” of the creature. Butthough we muft
ever remember, that it is he alone who can
¢ bring a clean thing out of an unclean,” yet
we know alfo, that *¢ all have finned and come
“ fhort of the glory of God.” We know that
% God will be juft when he fpeaketh,~and clear
¢ when he judgeth:> that he reje&ts with dif-
dain, the imputation of being the author of fin.
¢ Let no man fay, when he is tempted, I am
¢« tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted
¢ of evil, neither tempteth he any man?*.”
For our greater aflurance of this, he hath con-
defcended to confirm it by his oath. < As I
¢ live, faith the Lord God, I have no pleafurs
¢ in the death of the wicked, but that the
¢ wicked turn from his way and live: turn
¢ ye, turn ye, from your evil ways; for why
<« will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael +{”” ‘The con-
nexion ‘between this and the former truth ap-. -
‘pears plainly in the following paffage: ¢ Ye
¢ will not come unto me, that ye might have
¢ lifet.” ) )

® James i. 73. 1 Ezek, xxxiii, 11, 3 John v. g0.
i 4 Per-
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Perhaps alfo, there are fome who abufe this
do&trine to floth and negligence. At leaft they
may pretend this, as an excufe or palliation of
their contempt of religion. But is it not an
inference diretly contrary to what the fecrip-
ture teaches us much more juftly to draw from
the fameltruth, viz. ¢ Work out your own falvas
«¢ tion with fear and trembling ; for it is God
- ¢ that worketh in you to wxll and to do of
¢ his good pleafure *.”  The former inferencg
would be juft in the cafe of devils, who, having
received their fentence, can only now ¢ beq
€ lieve and tremble ”” but it would be altogethe;
iinjuft, and a dreadful contempt of mercy iq
thofe, to whom the offer of falvation by grace iy
addrefled.  What is now tranfa&mg in the mj:
*"”"v of the gofpel, fhall contribute at laft to
fiop every mouth, and pat this criminal ex-
¢ule to eternal ﬁlencé. Suppofe the finner at
the judgment-feat to offer this defence for hims
felf: < I was altogether under the power of cor-
¢ ruption ; it was impoflible for me to do any
¢ thing of myfclf.” Is it not natural to reply,
¢« 'Where learned you thisi” From the holy
feriptures. ¢ And did not the fame feriptures
 alfo -tell you, Him that cometh to me, I
_ % will in" no wife caft out. Wherefore he is
& able 'to fave to the uttermoft all that come

* Phil, ii. 13, 14
S 113 to~

N




"on REGENERATION. - '8
“.to God through him.—Believe in the l.ord
¢ Jefus Chiift, and thou fhalt be faved.” But I
could not reconcile onz feripture to another,
“ And was that any way wonderful ? or can it
¢ poflibly juftify your rebellion againft the plain-
' cft commands, that you was not able fully to
¢ comprehend what is fuid of the abfclute
“ dominion and fevereignty of God "

Let us therefore fettle it in our minds, that,
‘though we are of ourfelves utterly unable to pro-
duce a change in our hearts, ¢ nothing is im-
‘poflible with GO D.” He firft made them, and
he is able to reform them. On a convillion of
our own inability, one would think we fhould
but the more humbly and the more carneftly ap-
ply to him who- is .all-fufficient in power ard
‘grace.” The deplorable, and naturally helplefs

“ftate of finners, doth not hinder cxhoitations to
them in feripture ; and thercfore, takes notaway
‘their obligation to duty.  Sce an addrefs, where
the ftrongeft. metaphors ‘are retained, the exhor-
“tation given in thefe-very terms, and the foun-
“dation of the duty plainly pointed out. ¢ Where-
¢ fore he faith, awake thou that flecpeft, and
" arife from the dead, and Chrift fhall give
“s¢ thee light*.”  From which it is very plain,
-that the moral inability, under which finners
‘now lie, as a confequence of the fall, is not of
B * Eph. v, 14

Es . fuch
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fuch a nature, 2s to take away the guilt of fin,
the propriety of exhortations to duty, or the ne--
ceflity of endeavours after recovery.

But what fhall we fay? Alas! the very fub-
ject we are now fpeaking of, affords a new proof
of the blindnefs, prejudice, and obftinacy of fin-
ners. They are felf-condemned; for they do
not a& the fame part in fimilar cafes. The af-
fairs of the prefent life are not managed in fo pre-
pofterous a manner. He that ploughs his ground,
and throws in his fzed, cannot fo much as unite
one grain to the clod ; pay, he is not able to

. conceive how it is done. He cannot carry on,
nay, he cannot fo much as begin one fingle

ftep of this wonderful procefs toward the fub-

fequent crop; the mortification of - the feed,

. the refurre@ion of the blade, and gradual in-
creafe, till it come to perfe@ maturity. Is is,

therefore, reafonable that he fhould fay, I for

.my part can do nothing. It is, firft and laft,
an effe@ of divine power and energy. And God

can as eafily raife a crop without fowing as
with it, in a fingle inftant, and in any place,

as in a long time, by the mutual influence of

foil and feafon; I will therefore fpare myfelf the

bardthip of toil and labour, and wait with pa-

tience, till I fee what he will be pleafed to fend.

Would this be madnefs? Would it be, unives-

fally
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fally reputed fo? And would it not be equal
madnefs to turn the grace of God into licentiouf-
nefs ? Believe it, the warning is equally reafon-
able and equally neceflary, in fpiritual as in tem-
poral things: ¢ Be not deceived, God is not
$¢ mocked, for whatfoever a man foweth, that
¢¢ fhall he alfo reap: for he that foweth to his
¢¢ flefh, fhall of the fleth reap corruption ; but he’
«¢ that foweth to the Spirit, fhall of the Spirit.
¢ reap life everlafting *.”

® Gal, vi, 7, 8.

S E6 . CHAER
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CHAP IL
In which is foewn wherein this cbange doth properly

and direllly confifly” and wbat are its principal
evidences and: fruits,

¢

SECT I

Wherein the change in regeneration doth prop:rJy and
directly confiff. :

Have hitherto, by general remarks, endea-

voured to caution the reader againft taking up
with erroneous and defeftive views of the nature
of religion. We now proeeed a flep farther:
and I would willingly point out, in as diftin& a
manner as | am able, what is the change which
is wrought in all, without exception, who are
the real children of God, by whatever means it
is brought about: what it is in the temper and

difpofition, in the life and pralice, which con-

ftitutes the difference between one who ¢ js,”
and one who is ¢ not born again.” The different
fteps by which this change may be effeted in the
fovereign providence of God, and the different
degrees of perfeclion at -which it may arrive, I
‘purpofely omit here, and referve as the fubjet of
a diftinét head of difcourfe,

 That
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That we may enter on the fubje&t with the
.greater perfpicuity and fimplicity, it will be pro-
© per to begin 'with obferving, that the defign and
purpofe of this change is to repair the lofs which
man fuftained by the fall. Man, at his firft crea-
tion, was made after the image of God in know-
ledge, righteoufuefs, and holinefs, and enjoyed un-
interrupted fellowthip and communion with him,
He was not only fubfervient to the divine glory,
by a natural and-neceflary fubjeQion to the divine
_dominion, which. all creatures are, have been,
and ever will be, but by choice and inclination,
his duty and delight being invariably the fame,
« By the fall he became not only obnoxicus. to the
divine difpleafure, by a fingle at of trgnfgreffon,
but difobedient to the divine will in his habitual
and prevailing inclination. This is the charac-:
ter given not of one man only, but of the human
race. * And God faw that the wickednefs of
‘¢ man was great in the, carth, :and that every
¢ imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
¢ only evil continually *.” ' o
He became, at the fame time, not only un-
worthy of, but wholly difinclined to, commu-
~ nion with God, and habitually prefers the crea-
ture before the Creator, who is ¢¢ God bicfled for
¢ evermore,” In regeneration, -therefore, the
finner, muft be refored to-the; image of God,
GO S "Gen;.vii‘s." RSP ol
3 ’ . which,
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which, in a created nature, is but another ex-
preflion for obedience to his will.- He muft alfo
be reftored to the exercife of love to him, and
find his -happinefs and comfort in him. His ha-
bitual temper, his prevailing difpofition, or that
which hath the afcendancy, muft be the fame
_that was perfe& and without mixture, before the
fall, and fhall be made equally, or perhaps more
perfe@, in heaven after death.

As the change muft be entire and univerfal,
correfponding to the corruption of the whole man,
it is not unufual to fay, it may be fully compre-
hended in the three following things, giving
a new dire®ion to the underftanding, the will,
and the affe@ions. And no doubt, with refpe&
to every one of thefe, there is a remarkable and
fenfible change. But as the underftanding is a
natural faculty, which becomes good or evil juft
‘as it is applied or employed, it would be fcarce
poffible to illuftrate the changc in it without in-
troducing, at the fame time, a view of the dif-
pofition and tendency of the heart and affeions.

- As, thercfore,  the change is properly of a moral
or fpiritual nature, it feems to me properly and
dire&ly to confift in" thefe two things, 1. That
our fupreme and chief end be to ferve and glorify
God, and that every other aim be fubordinate to
this. 2. That the foul reft in God as’its chief
happinefs, and habitually prefer his favour to

every
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every other enjoyment. Thefe two particulars T
fhall now endeavour to illuftrate a little, in the
order in which I have named them.

1. Our fupreme and chief end muft be to ferve
and glorify God, and every other aim muft be fub-
ordinate to this.

All things were originally made, and are daily
preferved for, nay, they fhall certainly in the
iffue tend to, the glory of God ; that is, the ex-
ercife and illuftration of divine perfe&tion. With
this great end of creation the inclination and will
of every intelligent creature ought to coincide.
It is, according to fcripture and reafon, the firft
duty of man to ¢ give unto the Lord the glory
¢ due unto his name.” This, I know, the world
that lieth in wickednefs can neither underftand
nor approve. ¢ The natural man receiveth not
¢ the things of the Spirit of God, for they aré
¢ foolithnefs unto him, neither can he -know
¢t them, becaufe they are fpiritually difcerned *.”
The truth is, we ought not to be furprifed to
find it fo, for in this the fin of man originally
confifted, and in this the nature of all fin, as fuch,
doth ftill confift, viz. withdrawing the allegiance
due to God, and refufing fubjeGion to his will.
The language of every unrenewed heart, and the
. language of every finner’s practice is, ¢ Our lips
¢¢ gre our own, who is lord over us?”. But he

® 1@or, il 140 &
at
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that is renewed and -born again, ‘hath feen his
own entire dependance upon God, hath feen
his Maker’s right of dominion, and the .obli-
.gation upon all his creatures to be, in-every re-
fpedt, fubfervient to his glory, and without re-
ferve fubmiffive to his will. He hath feen this to
be moft ¢ fit” and ¢¢ reafonable,” becaufe of the
-abfolute perfeGion and infinite excellence of the
divine nature. He is convinced that all, prefer-
ring of our will to that of God, is a criminal ufur-
_pation by the creature of the unaliecnable rights
of the great Creator and fovereign proprietor
of all.

Regeneration, then, is communicating this new
principle, and giving it fuch force as it may ob-
tain and preferve the aicendency, and habitually
govern the will. Every one may eafily fee the
different . operation and, effe&s of this principle
-and its oppofite, by the different carriage and- be-
‘haviour of men in the world.  The unrenewed

man feeks his own happinefs immediately and ul-
timately : it is to pleafc himfelf that he conltantly
- aime, ~This is the caufe, the uniform.-caufe of
~his preferring one’ a&tion to another. This de«
termines his choice of employment, enjoyments,
companions. His relizious ations are not chofen,
but fubmitted to, through fear of worfe. He
confiders relicion as a refiraint, and the divine
Jaw as hard and fevere,  Spthat a fhort and fum-

o ‘ mary
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mary defcription may be given of man in his na-
tural ftate, That he hath forgotten his fubjection,
that God is dethroned, and felf honoured, loved,

. and ferved in his rqom.

This account will appear to be juft, from every
- view given us in fcripture of our flate and cha-
ralter, before or after comverfion. It appears
“very clearly, . from the firft condition required by
~our Saviour: of his difciples, viz. felf-denial,
¢ Then faid Jefus to his difciples, If any man
% will come:after me, let him deny himfelf, and
¢¢. take up hiscrofs, and follow me *.” - All thofé
who are brought back to a fenfe of their duty and
obligation as- creatures, are ready to fay, not -
with their tongues- only, but with their hearts,
s Thou art worthy to receive glory and honour,
¢¢_and power, for thou haft created all things, and
¢ for thy pleafure they are.and were created +.*
It ought to be atténded to what is the import of *
this, “when fpoken from convi@ion. They not
only confider God as being moft great, and there-
fore to be feared, but as infinitely hely, as abfo-
lutely perfe, and therefore ta be loved and ferved.
They efteem all his commands concerning ali
things to be right. Their own remaining cor-
ruption is known, felt, and ¢onfefled to be wrong,
This law in their members, warring againft the
law of God in their minds, is often deep]y la-
' ‘. Matt, xw 24, N 4 Rev. iv. 11, )
mented,
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mented, and, by the grace of God, ftrenuoufly
and habtually refifted. -

Perhaps the attentive reader may have obferved,
that I have ftill kept out of view our own great
intereft in the fervice of God. The reafon is,
there is certainly, in every renewed heart, a fenfe
of duty, independant of intereft. Were this not .
the cafe, ¢ven fuppofing a defire of reward, or
fear of punithment, fhould difpofe to obedience,
it would plainly be only a change of life, and no
change of heart. At the fame time, as it did
not-arife from any inward principle, it would nei-
ther be uniform nor lafting. It is beyond all
queftion, indeed, that our true intereft is infepa-
rable from our duty, fo that felf-feeking is felf-
lofing ; but ftill a fenfe of duty muft have the
precedency, otherwife it changes its nature, and
is, properly.fpeaking, no duty atall.

To honour God in the heart, then, and to ferve
him in the life, is the firft and higheft defire of
him that is born again. This is not, and cannot
be the cafe, with any in a natural ftate.—But,

. before we proceed to the other particular implied
in this change, it will not be improper to make
an obfervation, which I hope will have the greater
weight, when the foundation of it is frefh in the
reader’s mind. Hence may be plainly feen the
reafon why prophane and worldly men have fuch
a tendency to felf- righteoufnefs, while the truly

pious
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pious are filled with an abhorrence of that foul-
deftroying falfhood. This, I dare fay, appears

ftrange to many, as I confefs it hath often done

-to me, before I had thought fully upon the fub-
je€t: that-thofe who evidently are none of the
ftriGteft in point of morals, and have leaft of that
kind to beaft of, fhould yet be the moft profeffed
admirers and defenders of the do&rine of juftifi-
cation by works, and defpifers of the do&rine of
the grace of God. But the folution is eafy and

~ natural.  Worldly men have no juft fenfe of their
natural and unalienable obligation to glorify God
in their thoughts, words, and altions, and there-

“fore -all that they do-in religion, they look upon
-as a meritorious fervice, and think that certainly
fomething is due to them on that account. They
think it firange if they have walked foberly, re-
gularly, and. decently, efpecially if they have been
ftrict and punétual in the forms of divine worthip,
that God fhould not be obliged (pardon the ex-
preflion) to reward them according to their works.
It is a hard fervice to them, they do it only that
they may be rewarded, or at leaft may not fuffer

" for the neglec of it, and therefore cannot but in-

- fift upon the merit of it. .

~ On the other hand, thofe who are born of God,

are fenfible that it is the duty of every rational.

creature to love God with all his heart, and to
confecrate all his powers and faculties to his
Maker’s

e e
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.Maker’s fervice. They are convinced that, who-
ever fhould do fo without fin, would do only
-what is juft and equal, and have no plea of me-
rit to advance. But when they confider how
many fins ftill cleave to them, how far fhort they
come of their duty in every inftance, they afk for
mercy, and not for reward, and are ready to fay
" with the Pfalmift David, *¢ If thou, Lord, fhould
¢¢ mark iniquities, O Lord, who fhall ftand:
-¢¢ but there is forgivenefs with thee, that thou
¢ maycﬂ; be feared *.”” To fum up this reafon-
;ing in a few, wordc. The relu&tant obedience
. “which fome pay to the divine law, is confidered
- as.a debt charged upon God ; whereas real obe-
" dience js confidered as a debt due to God. And
-therefore it muft always hold, that tbe very im-
.perfection of an obedicnce itfelf -ingreafes our
_difpofition to overvalye and reft our dependance
upon it. '

SECT. .
. The fecond part of this change.

HE next thing implied in a. faving change
_is, that the foul refts in God as its. chigf
happmefs, and habltually prefers his favour to
"every other enjoyment, On this branch of the
fubject I would beg the reader to obferve, not

* Pl cxxx. 3, 4.." |
only
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only the meaning and fubftance of the propo-
fuiion, but the order in which it is placed. There’
muft be firft a devotednefs of mind to God, and
a fupreme leading concern for his honour and
glory. He muft be, if I may fo fpeak, again re--
flored to his original right, bis dominion. and-
throne, while the creature is reduced to its obe-
dience and fubje&ion. In confequence of this,
there is an unfeigned acquiefcence in God, as the-
fource of comfort, and a high efteem of his fa-
- vour as better than life. ‘This does not go be-
fore, nay, is hardly diftin& or feparated from, a
fenfe of duty, but is founded uponit, and grows
out of it. . When a holy foul has feen the infi-
nite excellsence and glory of the true God, loves
him fupremely, and is devoted to him entirely,
he alfo delights in him fuperlatively.
Such a perfon is fully convinced that thofe,
and thofe. alone are happy, whofe God is the
Lord, and that thofe who are afar off from him
thall certainly perith. In a natural ftate, as the
fure confequence-of fin, the tranfgreffor flies from
God, with a dréad and horror of his prefence.
But the renewed foul retutns to-him with defire,
and feels an uneafinefs and want that cannot be
fupplied but by the intimation of pardon, and fenfe
of divine love. The warmth and fervor of de-
vout affe&tion is exprefled in the ftrongeft terms -
in fcnpture. ¢ As the hart pinteth after the
: 6 ¢ water-
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<« water-brooks, fo panteth my foul after thee,
¢ O God. My foul thirfteth for' God, for the
¢ living God, when fhall I come and appear
¢ before God *. Becaufe thy loving-kindinefs
¢ js better than life, my lips fhall praife thee.
¢ Thus will I blefs thee while I live, I will lift
¢ up my hands in thy name, my foul fhall be
¢ fatisfied as with marrow and fatnefs, and my
¢¢ mouth fhall praife thee with joyful lips +.”

It is neceffary that ferving and delighting in
‘God fhould be joined together on a double ac-
count. Their influence on one another is reci-
procal, It is not eafly to diftinguifh a confcien-
tious ftudy to ferve and glorify God, from a flavith
obedience through fear of divine power, but by its
being infeparably connefted with a delight in
God, as the choice of the heart, and center of
the affe@ions. On the other hand, it is hard to
diftinguith cleaving to God as our portion and
happinefs, from an interefted mercenary bargain
in religion, but by its bsing preceded by, founded
upon, nay, even refolved into, a fenfe of the fu-
_ preme honour due to God for his infinite excel-

lence. This reafonable fervice will then be at-
tended with an unfpeakable fweetniefs and com-
placency, and the all-fufficiency of God will be
an unfhaken fecurity for the happinefs and pme
of thofe who put their truft in him.

* pfal, «lii, 1, e, 1 PRl iiii, 3, 3, 5.

~
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We may often obferve thefe two difpofitions
jointly exerting themfelves, and mutually
firengthening one another, in the language and
exercifes of the faints in fcripture. With what’
fervour of fpirit, and with what inimitable force
and beauty of flile, do we find the Pfalmift Da-
vid expreffing himfelf in both views. Sometimes
he makes a full furrender of himfelf and his all to
the divine fervice and difpofal ; at other times his
foul ¢ makes her boaft in God,” and he exults
in his happinefs and fecurity under the divine pro-
teGtion: ¢ O my foul, thou haft faid unto the
s« Lord, Thou art my Lord *.—The Lord is
*« the portion of mine inheritance, and of my
¢ cup, thou maintaineft my lot; the lines are
<« fallen to me in pleafant places, yea I have a
¢ goodly heritage +.”

Thefe two things are, indeed, often fo inti-
_mately united, that we are at a lofs to know
whether we fhould interpret the language of the
facred writers as a profeflion of duty, or an ex-
preflion of delight, as in the following words :
¢«¢ I will fing unto -the Lord as long as I live, I
- ¢ will fing praife unto my God while I have my
¢ being.—My meditation of him fhall be fweet,
¢« I will be glad in the Lord 1.” How deeply
the Pfalmift was penetrated with a fenfe of the
honour and fervice due to God, may be particu-
® Phl, xvi, 3, T Phalxyi, 5,6, 1 Pfal civ. 33, 34,

: larly
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larly feen.in fome of thofe animated paffages in-
which his enlarged heart calls upon every crea:
ture to joinin the work of praifc : ¢ Blefs the
¢¢ Lord ye his. angels, . that excel in ftrength,
¢¢ that do his commandments, hearkening to the
<¢ voice of his word. Blefs ye the Lord all ye
¢ his hofts, ye minifters.of his that do his plea-
¢ fure. . Blefs the Lord all. his :works, in all
¢¢ places of his dominion. Blefs ehc Lord, O
< my foul ¥.” ,
. It is eafy to fee how this dlﬁmgux{hes the na-
tural from the new-born foul ; nay, it is eafy to’
fee how this diftinguifhes the man who is re-
newed in the fpirit of his mind, from all others,
however variqus their charadters, however dif:
ferent or oppoﬁte their pur(mts The defign of
man’s creation is exprefled 'in the Affembly’s
Shorter Catechifm, ina way that can fcarce be
altered for the better: it was, that he might
glorify God, and enjoy him for ever.”. As he de-
partéd from his duty by fin, fo alfo, at.the fame
time, from his happinefs. As he refufed to do
the will of God, fo he no more fought his fa-
vour, but placed his happinefs and comfort in
the creature ¢ more than the Creator, - who is
¢« God . blefled for ever.” All unrenewed per-
fons, .in one fhape or another, placé their fu-
preme happinefs in fomething that is not God.

® Pfal; ciii, 26, 271; 32, .

“In
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In this one circumftance they all agree, though
the different forms which .the world puts on to
folicit their affeCtion, the different degrees ift
which they ‘profecute it, and the differerit ways
in which they apply or abule it, are fo very many,
that it is impoflible to enumerate or deferibe
them. Though there is but one God, the idols
of the nations are innumerable.” There is but
oie way to peace, and if that is negleted, the
unfatisfaltory nature of all created enjoyments
makes men fly fiom one earthly comfort te ano-
ther, till they feel, by late experience, the-vanity

- of them all. Their ftate is juftly defcribed by

the wife man, when he fays, ¢ Lo this only have

+ . % I found, that God made man upnght, but

¢ they have fought out many inventions *.”

It may not be improper here, juft to hintata few
of "the principal purfuits by which the chara&ers
of men are diverfified, their hearts and cares di-
vided, and the one thing needful forgotten and
difregarded. Some there are who yield themfelves
up to the unreftrained indulgence of pieafure. -
Senfual appetitc and paflion carry them on with
unbridled fury. The luft of the fleth, the luft
of the eye, and the pride of life, poflefs their af-

. fe&tions, and their prevailing defire is to gratify

thefe appetites, as far as thexr fituation and cir=
cumftances enable them, ot the rival purfuits: of

* Ecclef. vii, 294
. F others
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others will permit them. This, which is ufually -
.the firft attempt of unfan&ified and ungoverned
youth, is well defcribed by the wife man, in the
following ftrong caution againft it: ¢ Rejoice,
¢ O young man, in thy youth, and let thine
¢ heart chear thee in the days of thy youth, and
¢ walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the fight
¢ of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all
<¢ thefe things God will bring thee into judg--
¢ ment ¥.” This is the path of the abandoned.
and heaven-daring profligate, who cafts off all

fear of God, who .burfts afunder every bond,
" ¢ who draws iniquity with cords of vanity, and
¢¢ fins as it were with a cart-rope.”

Again, There are fome whofe hearts are fet
upon prefent gain. Inftead of making that fober
and moderate ufe of this world and its enjoyments,
which becometh mortal creatures, they look up-
on it as their home. Inftead of confidering it
only as a mean to a higher end, they have it as
their chief or principal view, to fecure or
enlarge their pofleflion of it. Thefe - fay to
¢¢ the gold, Thou art my refuge, and to the fine
¢ gold, Thou art my confidence.”—They think
their ¢ houfes will endure for ever, and their
¢¢ dwelling-places to all generations.” = This is
often the fin of riper years: and, that the. brutifh
folly of finners may more eminently fhow itfelf,

-# Ecalef, xi, g,
7 - it



oxn REGENERATION. 9y
it is often the reproach and fcandal of old age,
when its ablurdity is moft fenfible and apparent.
What doth it fignify how much men of this cha-
ra&ter defpife the levity of youth, or hate the fil--
thy receptacles of fenfuality and luft, while their
affe@ions are fupremely fet upon the prefent
world, while ¢ they blefs the covetous, whom
¢ the Lord abhorreth 2”

Itis often fufficient to raife in every ferious
perfon a mixture of compaflion and indignation,.
to hear thofe with whom poverty is the only
crime, openly pleading for, and boafting of, their
attachment to the world, or treating with.a fmile
of contempt thofe who tell them, from the word
of God, that it is vain. - Though nothing is more
frequently confirmed by experience, it is ufual to
confider this as only pulpit declamation, a part
of our bufinefs and profeflion, but containing a.
maxim that cannot be applied to common life.
Let all fuch be informed, whether they will hear
it or not, that, however regular and abftemious
tfxey may be as to all fenfual indulgence, however
diligent, eager, and fuccefsful in trade, ¢ except
- ¢ they be born again, they cannot fee the king-
¢ dom of God.”  And, that they may not de- "
ceive themfelves, but know in part at leaft, where-
in this change confifteth, let them perufe and
ponder the following paffage of the apoftle John:
¢ Love not the world, neither the things that

Fa ¢ are
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¢ are in the world : if any man love the world,
¢¢ the love of the Father is not in him *.”

" Oncemore. There are fome who walk in the .
path of ambition. Pride and vain glary is the
idol at whofe fhrine they bew. Thefe, indeed,
may be divided into very different clafles.  Pride,
which may be called the mafter-paffion of the hu-
man frame, takes in the moft extenfive and uni-
verfal range. ‘There s fcarce any ftate in which
it is not able to exert itfelf, fcarce any circum-
ftance which it is not able to convert into the
means of its own gratification. All natural ad«
-vantages which men enjoy over others, whether
dn refpect of body or mind; all the additional
trappings of fociety, viz. wealth, ftation, and
office ; all acquired advantages, intelle&tual, or
even moral, become the fuel of pride. As fome
-endeavour by extraordinary a&ions to fpread their
fame in public life, others, though in a narrower
fphere, are under the habitual government of the
fame defire. While great men are taking cities,
and deftroying kingdoms, to get themfelves a
name, others of meaner rank are vying with one

- another in drefs, furniture, and equipage, or fuch

inferior arts as- they have been able to attain.

Nay, thofe who never did any thing that could

.merit praife; too often fhew themfelves under the

govemment.of the moft hateful and detefted kind

* g Joha ii, 2 5. .
of .
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~ of ambition, by a rancorows. malice and envy

againft fuch as excel or outfhine them. We

may go a ftep farther, and fay, there is great.
reafon to believe, that in fome the cultivation °
of their minds, long and affiduous application

to ftudy, zealous and fuccefsful éndeavours to

promote the public good, ought to be afcribed

to no other fource, to no higher motive.

I thought I could not fall upon any way to
illuftrate this part of my fubjet, which would
make it more intelligible, than to give this fhort
view of the charalers and purfuits of the men.
of the world; and then to obferve, That the
change in regeneration doth properly confift in-
a ftrong inward conviftion of the vanity of:
worldly enjoyments of every kind; and a per--
fuafion, that the favour and enjoymeat of God is
infinitely fuperior to them all. Whatever other

differences there may be, this will be found'in-

every child of God, from the higheft to the low-
eft, from the richeft to the pooreft; from the
wifeft to the moft ignorant ; and from the oldeft
to the youngeft. Every fuch one will be able to -
fay with. the Pfalmift, < There be many that
¢ fay, Who will fhew us any good? Lord,
“ lifc thou up the light of .thy countenance
¢« ypon us. Thou hatt put gladnefs in my heart,
« more than in the time that their corn and
¢ their wine increafed.. 1 will both lay me
F 3. ¢ down
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#¢ down in peace, and flecp, for thou, Lord,
© 4¢ only makeft me dwell in fafety *.”

"I fhall afterwards. have cccafion more fully
to explain the comparative influence of this
defire ; but before I conclude this fe&ion, muft
make the two following remarks : 1. That the
favour of God muft appear to the believer as
abfolutely neceflary to his comfort. 2. As full
and fufficient for that purpofe.

1. He that is born again, confiders the fa- -
vour of God as abfolutely neceffary to his com- -
fort. He fees the emptinefs and inherent va-
qity of all things elfe. Even when the world
fmiles, even when things fucceed with him to
his wifh, he will not reft fatisfied with any, or
2!l temporal mercies. He will, above all, de-
qire an intereft in that love which God beareth
o his ¢ chofen people ;> aright by promife or
covenant to the ufe of prefent comforts, and the
favour and proteQion of his fpecial providence.
How contrary this to the temper of many, who
bave a name to live while they are dead ? If the
world fmiles, they fcllow it with eagerrefs, and
embrace it with complacency, while they are
cold and indifferent in their defires towards
God. Perhaps, when they are diftreffed with
outward calamities ; when experience conftrains
them to confefs the vanity of the creature,-they

*'Pf, iv, 6, 7, 8
cry
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cry to God for relief. But when eafe and prof-

. perity return, they foon forget his works, are well

pleafed with their condition, and neithet gricve
for his abfence, nor are afraid of his anger. This
fhews plainly, that whatever occafional fymp-
toms they may difcover, they are fupremely and
habitually pofieffed by a love of the world, and
defire of fenfual gratification. In oppofition to this,
every real chriftian fees the favourof God to be fo
abfolutely neceflary, that be cannot be without it,

" He fees itto be more neceflarythan riches; honours,

" or pleafutes ; nay, than health, or even life itfelf; -

all which he values chiefly as they are the fruits of -
the divine bounty, as tokens of divinelove, and as
they afford him an-opportunity of promoting thd
divine glory. He is ready to fay with the Pfal-
mift, ¢ Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and
¢ there is noncupon earth that I defire befides thee?
* my fleth and my heart faileth, but God is thé
*¢ ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever *.”
" 2. He that is born again, confiders the fa.
vour of God as full and fufficient for his com-

fort and happinefs. That is to fay, he is habi-

tually fatisfied .with this as his portion, whe-
ther thére be abundance or Rraitnefs as to out-
ward provifion. He counts ‘the favour of God
as abfolutely neceﬁ%ry, but nothing elfe is con-

. fidered as fuch. No earthly enjoyments can fa-

* Pf; Ixxiii, 25, 26,

Fg4 tl;sfy
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tisfy him without God's favour; but this will
fatisfy him, be his outward condition what it
will, I am far from meaning to affirm, that
every good man is free from the leaft rifing
murmur, the leaft impatient or rebellious thought.
If it were fo with any man, he would be per-
- fe€t in holinefs ; but I mean to fignify, that
this is his habitual and prevailing temper. . He
is inwardly convinced, that thofe alone are hap-
" py; and that they are, and fhall be, compleatly
- happy, who are reconciled to God, and the
obje&s of his fpecial love. His own remaining

attachment to prefent things, and immoderate

_forrow under outward calamity, he fincerely la~
gnents as his weaknefs, ‘and bumbly confefles

as his fin. He endeavours to fupply the void

Jeft by every earthly comfort, when it is with-

drawn, by the fulnefs and all-fufficiency of God,

He poflefles, in fome meafure, and breathes af-

ter more and more of the temper exprefled in

the two following paffages of fcripture: <« Al-

+4¢ though my houfe be not fo with God, yet
¢¢ he hath made with me an everlafting cove-
¢ nant, ordered in all things, and fure; for

. ¢ this isallmy falvation, and all my defire *.””’
¢ Although the fig-tree fhall not bloffom, nei-
¢ ther fhall fruit be in the vines; the labour
% of the olive thall fail, and the feld thall yneld

b z.Sun. xxiii, 5.
¢ no
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% -no meat ; .the flock fhall be cut off from the
¢ fold, and there fhall be no herd in the ftalls;
- ¢ yet will [ rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in
¢ the God of my falvation *,”
. Thus ] have endeavoured to point out whcrem -
the changg in regencration: doth immediately and -
properly confift. It is juft tbe recovery of the
moral image -of God upon the heart ; thatis ta -
fay, to love him fupremely, and ferve him ulti-
mately, as our higheft end ; and to delight in -
him fuperlatively, . as -our chief good. This
recovery, however, is but begun on earth. Itis
gradually improved in the progrefs of fan&tifica-
tion, and fhall he fully compleated at the refurrec- -
tion of the juft. The fum of the moral law -
isto love the Lord our God with all our heart,
and foul, and ftrength, and mind. This is the
duty of every rational creature; and, in orde,
to obey it -perfeétly, no part of our inward af-
fection or attual fervice ought to be, at any time, .
or in the leaft degree, mifapplied. - This is the
cafe with no mere man, while he coatinues
‘jn the body. But regeneration: confifts in the
principle being implanted; obtaining the afcen. .
dancy, and habitually prevailing over its oppo-
fite. Even in thole who are born again, there
will fill be many ftruggles between the ¢ law .
$¢ of. fin- in. their members,” and:the ¢ law
# Habbak. jii. 17, 18, ‘
F.5 “ of
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¢¢ of God in their minds.” This we find deeply

Jamented by the apofile Paul: ¢ O wretched
#¢ man that [ am, who fhall deliver me from
¢¢ the body of this death *{”” It ought to give
unfpeakable confolation to the chriftian, whén

he refle@s, that the feed which is planted by di-

vine grace, fhall be preferved by divine power,
A gracious God will neither fuffer it to be fmothers
ed by contending weeds, nor deftroyed by the incle-
mency of this. tempeftuous climate, till it be
tranfplanted into the milder regions of peace
and ferenity above.

SECT. IIL

77): effeéls of regenerations “with fome of the prin-
cipal evidences of its fincerity.

IN the further profecution of this head I pro~

pofed to mentionr fome of. the principal evi-
dences and fruits of a favmg change. Thefe,
no doubt, it were eafy with fufficient propriety
greatly to éxtend and enlarge, becaufe they in+
clude all the marks and figns of real religion,
fuited to every charaQer and every fituation in
which a chriftian can be placed. The heart being
renewed, the life will of neceflity be reformed,
‘and holinefs in. all manner of converfation, in-
cluding the duties of piety towards God,.and

. ® Rom. vii, 240 .. *

Juftice



"on REGEN.ERATION. 107
juftice and “charity towards. men, will be its
native and genuine effect. But this would be too
wide and general a field. 1 find moft writers on,
this fubje&t take particular notice of the new.
views and apprehenfions which the regenerate
perfon hath of himfelf, and every other. thing
or perfon to which he ftands related. ‘I fhall
therefore very :thortly obferve, he whois born
again, difcovers his new. nature and lifé by new

apprehenfions of God—of: himfelf—of the world

—of eternity—of Jefus Chrift. the Saviour of
finners—and of all the ordmances of his appoint+
ment,

The regenerate perfon has new views of God,
both in refpeét of greatnefs and goodnefs. . He
réally “and inwardly believes the being, préfence,
power and providence of -God, which he in a
great meafure difbelieved before. Whereas for-
merly,. even what he did believe of God was fel-
dom :in his thoughts ; now it is almeft impofs
Tible for him-ta. look upon any. thing, or perfon,
or event, withdut.confidering its relation to Gods
‘O what. < terrible’ majef'cy” -does: his fantified
underftanding perceive in this Bemg of Beings,
compared to the times of his former blindnefs ?
What aluftre and glory does.the opened eye. fee
in all the divine perfections . : Above all, what a
savithing and_aftonifhing view hashe of the die

"vine. goodnefs and love? Wicked men, go- .
- F.6 verned
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verned by f{elf-love, are therefore infenfible of
.obligations. Inordinate in their defires, they are
-never fatisfied with their poffeflions : whereas the
.child of God difcovers and confefles the infinite
goodnefs of his Creator in all his mercies, of the
leaft of which he is not worthy.
He hath quite new apprehenfions of himfelf,
- his own charaller and ftate. Before, he thought
himfelf bis own mafter, looked upon every reli-
gious law as a hard and tyrannical reftraint; but
now, he fees that he belongs to God : he now
remembers his Creator, confefles his obligations, .
- and mourns for his tranfgreflions. A converted
finner often admires and ftands aftonithed at his
own former condu&. He wonders at the bold-
* nefs of a poor guilty helplefs rebel, perhaps curf-
ing and blafpheming, perhaps rioting in fenfuality
- and luft. He wonders that the power of God did
not arreft him in his courfe, and by fome fignal
ftroke, make him a ftanding monument of
righteous indignation. He trembles_to think of
kis former ftate, and it excites in him a deep and
lively acknowledgement of the riches of divine
grace. How great a fenfe of this does the apoftie
Paul often exprefs in his own cafe; * who was
¢ before a blafphemer, and a perfecutor, and -
< injurious,=———This is a faithful faying, and
“ worthy of all acceptation, that] Chrift Jefus
-4 came

7
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¢ came into-the wosld to fave finners, of whom
-¢¢ ] am chief*.”

The above is often conne@ed with, and in-

creafed by, his views of the world and of worldly
men. The charm is now broke; the falfe co-
lours are. now taken off from the world and all
its enjoyments. How ardently did he love them
~ once ? how eagerly did he profecute them? and
how rich did he efteem them ?. He envied every
one who pofiefled them, and thought, that none
fuch could fail of being compleatly happy. But
row, he can never feparate the idea of riches
from temptation, and often confiders the dread-

ful change of ftate in thofe who are carried .

about in pomp and grandeur on earth; who
are cloathed in purple and fine linnen, and fare
fumptuoufly every day ; but are;” in a little time,
tormented in hell fire. Formerly, he valued per-
fons by their ftation, by their wealth, by their
fpirit and genius, or other natural qualifications,
But now, a chriftian in a cottage appears more
honourable and more amiable than a blafphemer

" inapalace. Now, his heart js Jomed to every

fervant of Chrift, though defpifed in the world,
- though emaciated by ficknefs, though deformed
with' old age ; nay, though loathfome and for-
did thirough penury and want. He fees the

1 8 3Tim, L 13, 25¢

beauty
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beauty of thefe excellent ones of ‘the earth)
under all their prefent difadvantages, and in-them’
is all his delight.” ‘With regard to perfons of
" an oppofite charal@ler, the penitent often recol-
lects, with a -bleeding heart, his fondnefs for,
and attachment to,* finful companions ; and-his
kindaefs to them, is converted into :a yearning
tendernefs and compafiion for their miferable ftate,
- Further, the regenerate, perfon has new appre-
henfions of eternity. Formerly, the thadows and
vanities of time fo engroflfed his thoughts, fo
filled and occupied his fight, that eternity was
feldom at all, and never fully in view. .But now,
it is_frcquently and flrongly upon his mind.
Now it, as it were, joins itfelf with, and points
out its own -relation to, every fubjed, and its
goncern in every purfuit. Now, it is prefent
as the object of faith, to corre&t the falfe repre-
fentations of fenfe, and to oppofe the unjuﬂ;
claim of earthly and momentary gratifications.
ljormerly, things unfeen were counted in a man-
ner precatious and fabulous, of fmail moment
in any determination: but now, there is fuch
a difcovery of the great realities of another
yvor]d as wcxghs down all created things, and
makes them feel as a feather inthe balance.
. Let us here ftand ftill, and paufe a little. Let
me befecch every reader to ponder this reflec-
tion, which I canno pak.. Oh} what concern
SN have
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have we all in everlafting endlefs eternity:! .O
{fubje&t without bounds ! Who is able to'do it
juﬁice in words? Who is able. to.reach it
even in thought? Happinefs:that fhall continue
through everlafting ages. Mifery, anguifh, tor-
ment, that fhall never have an end. Are we
all, without exception, to be fo divided at laft ?
Yes; the great Judge fhall feparate the righte-
ous from the wicked, and fhall fet the one on
his right-hand, and the other on his left, Shall

then companions on earth ; fhall fellow-citizens,

and fellow foldiers ; the deareft friends and the
neareft relations, be parted afundery and take

a long, long, eternal, farewel? O the ftrong’

deceit and iliufion of fin, that is. able to hide
sternity from dying men! ‘O the inconceivable
blindnefs of thofe who are unmindful of a fur
ture ftate, while-they inhabit thefe tabernatles oF
clay,. which ase fo often tottering ; which..are
daily wafting, and fhall: fo.-foon fall -in piece
and crumble into duft!. How is it poffible: we
fhould forget, that in a little time * we muft 2
¢ appear before the judgment-feat of Chrif.”*

The regenerate perfon has alfo new views of
Jefus Chrift, the great and only Saviour of fin2
ners.  Before, he was ¢ without form or come-
¢ linefs,: or any beauty, that he fhould defirb

¢ him.”. Before, (as‘is, alas! the cafe with

very many).all the- truths, relating to'the pbr-
‘ ‘ - fon,

N

L4
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fon, charatter, and office of a Mediator, were
hated as abfurdities, or defpifed as enthufiafm.
They were nick-named nonfenfe, cant, and un-
intelligible ftuff. Or if decency forbad this, they
were altogether cold and without relith. But

now, the name of a Saviour is ¢ precious—even -

¢ 25 ointment poured forth *.” The ftrongeft
language is too weak to exprefs his gratityde, or
breathe out his love. ¢ He is white and ruddy,
s¢ the chief among ten thoufand :~yea, he is
«¢ altogether lovely +.” How greatis the differ-
-ence between the felf-righteous formalift and the

‘humbled penitent? ‘The one, trufting in him-

felf that he is righteous, knows little of the value
of a Saviour ; the othery deeply penetrated with
a fenfe of guilt, and frongly confcious -of abfo-
lute weaknefs, * cousts.all things bat lofs, for
s¢ the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Je-

¢ fus his Lord ; and defires to'be found in-him,.

_#¢ not having his own'righteoufnefs, which js of

#¢ the law, but that which is through the faith

s¢ of Chrift, the righteoufnefs tbat i of God
¢ by faitht.”

Again, the regenerate perfon has new views:

~ of the ordinances of Chrift’s appointment.. They
were formerly his burden, mow they .are his: dee
Jight. Before the fabbath were, as it were, a
fable garb, and an offenfive gloom. It waslook-
o ‘tcm i 3 _§ Caat, v 10y, -1 Phik ki, 8.
' 5 e
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od upon as a piece of confinement and refiraint,
He waa ready to fay, ¢ What a wearinefs is it
¢ when will the fabbath be over, and the new
“ moon, that we may fet forthcorn,and fell wheat #"”
But now, he calls it a delight, the ¢ holy of the
% Lord, and bonourable.” Now, he thirfts af-
ter the water of life, efteems, loves, and defires
the word of God. He now readily joins the holy
Pfalmift in all -thefe fervent expreflions to be
found in his writings, of affeCtion to the truths
and ordinances of God. ¢ O how love I thy
% law! it is my meditation all the day *.——
 The law of thy mouth is better to me than
% thoufands of gold and filver t.——My foul
$¢ thirfteth for thee; my flefh longeth for thee,
‘“ in a dry and thirfty land, where no water is.
¢ To fee thy power and thy glory, fo ds I have
$¢ feen it in the fanftuary .———1I was glad when
¢ they faid unto me, let.us go into the houfe
¢ of the Lord; our feet fhall ftand within- thy
¢ gates, O Jcrufalcm§"’
. Suffer me now to conclude this general ac-
count of the fpirit and temper of the regenerate,
with a few particular charalers, by which they
will commonly be diftinguithed.
. 1, The new nature will difcover itfelf by great
humility. There is no difpofition more the ob= ~
- % Pf. cxix, 97, 1 Pf. cxix, 73.. 1§ Pf. Ixiii, 3, 20
§ Pf, cexxii, 1, 2, : :

je&
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j2& of divine abhorrence and deteftation, tharr
pride; nor confequently, any “more amiable
and neceffary than humility. 'We are told, that’

*¢ God refifteth the proud, but giveth grace to

¢ the humble®*.”” To the fame purpofe the
prophet Ifaiah, ¢ For thus faith the higlh and
¢ Jofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whofe
¢ name is holy, I dwell in the high and holy
¢ place; with him alfo that is of a contrite
¢ and humble fpirit, to revive the fpirit of the
¢¢ humble, and to revive the heart of the con-
¢ trite ones +.” Pride was the fin by which thé
angels fell from their glory and happinefs. It ap-
pears to have been the chief ingredient in the firft
fin of man; and in general, the leading part of
a finful charaler. Before there can be any fav-
ing change ; before there can be any efteem of
relith of the gofpetof the grace of God, there muft
be a decp humility of mind, and thorough con-
vi&tion of guilt and wretchednefs. This muft ftill
continue, and have a conftant andvifible effe& upon
the believer’s temper and carriage. The truth is
the way in which afinner’s peace is made withGod,
the ground on which his hope and comfort is
founded, and the means of his improvement inthe
dpiritual life, all confpire in making him hum-
ble. ¢ Where is boafting? It is excluded. No
¢ flefh is permitted to glory” in the divine pre-

* James iv, 6, + If. lvii, 18 -
T fence,
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fence. Every fincere penitent, every real be-
liever, every profiting difciple of Chrift, learns
the emptinefs of the creature, the fulnefs, fove-
Teignty, power, wifdom, and grace of the Crea-
tor and Redeemer, from all that he hears, and
from all that he feels.

In his former ftate, either his ignorance of
God, or his wrong views of God and of himfelf,
made him fet a high value upon his own intereft,
and think he had a high claim to happinefs, and
fuccefs of every kind. This made him repine at
the courfe of providence, and very hardly allow
that juftice was done him when his attempts were
defeated, or his defires difappointed. What ful-
len impatience do many fhew under the hand of
God ? What corroding envy poflefles their minds
when they take a view of the (perhaps miftaken)
happinefs of others? -But he that is born again is
deeply fenfible, that he deferves nothing at the
hand of God. His habitual fentiments and lan-
guage, are the fame with what we find in fcrip-
ture fo frequent with the faints: ¢ I am not
<. worthy of the lealt of all the mercies, and. of
¢¢. all the truth which thou haft thewed unto thy
8¢ fervant +.—It is of the Lord’s mercies that we
¢¢ are not confumed, becaufe his compaffions fail
¢ not 1.—Unto me, who am lefs than the leaft
¢ of all faints, is this grace given ||.” Whereas

1 Gen, xxxii, 10,  } Lam, iii, 2. |l Ephef. iii. 8,
formerly -
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formerly he was apt to view his own chara&ter
with much complacence, and to have high thoughts
of the dignity of human virtue, now he_ hath.
changed the ftern pride of philofophy, for the felf-
denial and meeknefs of the gofpel. He has fuch
views of the glory and majefty of God, of the
. purity of his law, and of the holinefs of his na-
ture, that he finks, as it were, into nothing in
his own fight, and knows mot how to throw him-
felf into a low enough pofture in the divine pre-
fence. Agreeably ta this we have a ftriking pics

- turey, drawn by our Saviour in the parable of the-

Pharifee and publican, of true penitence, parti-
cularly as ftanding in oppofition to felf-fufficiency
~ and pride: ¢ The Pharifee ftood and prayed thus
$¢ with himfelf, God, I thank thee, thatI am notas

¢ other men are, extortioners, unjuft, adulterers,

$¢ or even as this publican. I faft twice in the

¢ week, I give tithes of all that I pofles. And

¢¢ the publican ftanding afar off, would not lift
¢ up fo much as his eyes unto heaven, but fmote
¢ upon his breaft, faying, God be merciful to
¢ me a finner *.”

Further, true religion makes a man humble

toward his fellow-creatures, as well as soward.

God. The one, indeed, is the certain and. ne-
ceflary effe@ of the other. Every thing which

pne man can enjoy in preference to another,,

¥ Luke xviid. 11, 12, T3s-
v and
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and which ordinarily becomes the fuel of pride, is
the gift of God, and therefore there is no room
left to glory. What diftinction can any man .
enjoy above another, but it muft be of one of
thefe two kinds, worldly advantages, or fpiritual
gifts? Now worldly advantages are of no fuch
value, in the eye of a real Chriftian, as to be
matter of boafting. All fweHing on this account
is effeGually reftrained by true religion :. that
which brings eternity in view, makes all temporal
things of wonderfully little value to have or to
lofe. And even ftill lefs will a good man gldry
'a his advantages over others of a fpiritual kind,
Pride can never be fo greatly mifplaced, as when
it fhows itfelf here. The Chriftian will fay to
himfelf, in the words of the apotle Paul, ¢ For
" who maketh thee to differ from another? and
¢ what haft thou, that thou didft not receive ?
% Now if thou didft receive it, why doft thow
¢ glory, as if thou hadft not received it * "

I cannot help alfo obferving here, that every
true convert is naturally led to confider himfelf
as the chief of finners, and every real Chriftian
to reckon that others are preferable to him in ho-
linefs and {piritual attainments. This s often taken
notice of by religious writers, -in a perfe& con-
fiftency both with fcripture and experience. We
fec this was the cafe with the apoftle Paul, that

' ® 1Cor, ive 70
’ eminently
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eminently holy, faithful, and a&ive miniffer of
Jefus Chrift. He exprefsly ftiles himfelf the
¢ chief of finners;” and fays, ¢ Howbeit, for
¢ this caufe I obtained mercy, that in me firft,”*
or in me as a capital and leading inftance, ¢ Je-
% fus Chrift might thew forth all long-fuffering,
. for a pattern to them which fhould hereafter
« believe on him to life everlafting *.” And
elfewhere to the fame purpofe, with a view to
his minifterial labours: ¢¢ For I am the leaft of
¢ the apoftles, that am not meet to be called an
¢ apoftle, becaufe I perfecuted the church of
¢« God ; but, by the grace of God, I am what
« I am, and his grace which was beftowed upon
¢ me was not in vain, but I Jaboured more abun-
¢¢ dantly than they all : yet not I, but the grace
¢ of God which was with me +.” This is eafy
to be accounted for. Every man muft have a far
more clear difcovery and conviion of his own
Ains, in their henious nature and aggravating cir-
cumftances, than of thofe of any other, as well
as a greater infight into the remaining corruption
of his own heart. Hence it is natural for him to:
conclude, that none have been fo deeply indebted
as himfelf to the riches of divine grace, .for par-
don and recovery.

From every view we can take of the matter,
therefore, it is plain that the regenerate perfon.

* 1 Tim, i, 16, 4 xCor, xv, g, 10,
: ’ muft
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muft be, according to the ftrong and beautiful
language of the holy- fcripture, ¢¢ clothed with
% humility.” He muft be very humble; he muft
be humble in every refpe&t ; he muft be inwardly,
habitually, conftantly, ‘univerfally humble. I
know no difpofition betger fitted .either to deter-
mine our chara@er in general, or to decide when
the Chriftian ‘is difcharging any duty in a pro.
per manner.’ It is alfo a good- touchftone by
which to try a profeflion, or apparent zeal for
geligion. I am fenfible it is a duty openly to pro-
fefs Chrift before men, and that he has pro-
nounced a dreadful threatning againft thofe who
thall meanly deny him: ¢ Whofoever fhall be_
¢ athamed of me, or of my words,in this adul-
“ terous and {inful generation, of him alfo fhall

"¢ the Son of Man be afhamed, when he cometh

¢ in the glory of his Father, with the holy an-
% gels ¥.”” There are many of the duties of a
Chriftian which require a firm refolution,. 4 bold-
nefs and-fortitude of mind ; yet even this fhould

- be accompanied with humility. Unneceffary of-

tentation is always a fufpicious fign.. A Chriftian
fhould be conftrained, -in all fuch cafes, by a
fenfe of. duty, and enter upon his work with a
difidence of himfelf, and reliance on divine
firength.

* Mark viii, 38,
Let -
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* Let not the reader think this part of the fubje&
tedious, or extended bcyond its due bounds ; let

him rather enter on adeep and careful fearch into -

his own heart, and fee how it ftands with him-
felf in this particular. There is often a counter-
feit humility. A proud and vain-glorious car-
riage is odious to man as well as to God. Pride
in one man, is always in open hoftility againt pride
in another ; nay pride, when difcovered, effece
tually defeats its own purpofe. Not only is a2 man
who is vain of nething, juftly and univerfally
contemptible, but in all cafes, as Solomon fays,
¢ for a man to fearch his own glory, is not glory.”

Even the moft eminent abilities, the moft amiable

qualifications, and the moft laudable altions, are

greatly fullied by an apparent vanity and thirft of

praife. It is hardly poflible to bring others to

acknowledge that man’s worth who afferts it

with his own tongue, and abfolves the world by

paying tribute to himfelf. Hence there is a re-

markable obfervation of a foreign writer of emi«

nent piety and learning, to this purpofe, That a

worldly principle, when it is attended with found

judgment, and in its higheft perfection, does ho-
. mage to religion, by imitating its effets, And,
indeed, what s all politenefs of carriage, but a

fort of hypocritical humility, and an empty pro-

feflion of that defercnce to the judgment and

kindnefs
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kindne(s to the perfons of others, which a true
Chriftian hath implanted in his heart ?
How felf-deceiving is pride ! How many are

- there even of thofe who have a form of godlinefs,

who are wrapt up in themfelves, who would have
all men to efteem them, who would have their
opinions to prevail, andtheir meafures to take
place, in every matter of the fmalleft confequence,
and are never fatisfied but when this is the cafe ¥
Of this they are often quite infenfible themfelves,
‘when every one about them perceives it without
the leaft difficulty or uncertainty. Nay, is it not
very furprifing and very lamentable, that there is
ftill fo much pride to be found even in good men,
which betrays itfelf by many evidences, impa-
tien~e of ‘contradi@ion in their fentiments, ex-
ceflive grief, or immoderate refcntment, when
their charalters are attacked by unjuft and mali-
cious flander ! It is lawful, to be fure, in fuch

. acafe, to embrace every opportunity of vindica-

tion ; but, as it is not wonderful that it fhould
happen, fo the real Chriftian fhould ftudy to bear
it with meeknefs, and to forgive it fincerely, as
he afks forgivenefs of God. '
From all this it is eafy to fee, that the reoene-
rate perfon muft be humble. Believe it, O Chnf-
tian, fo much as you have of humility, fo much
you have of true religion. So much as your fen-
timents are altered in this refpe®, fo much you
. G have
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have ground to think the change to be real ; and
+ fo much as you take root downwards in true hu-
mility, in the fame proportion you will bear fruit
upwards, in all the duties of a regular, exemplary,
and ufeful converfation.

* 2. Another excellent and ufeful evidence of re-
generation, is the fanQification of matural and
lawful affeCtions. There are, perhaps, few ‘ei-
ther more fure or more plain evidences of real re-
ligion than this. Regeneration does not confift
in giving us new fouls, new faculties, or new
affeions, but in giving a new tendency and ef-
fe& to thofe we had before. There -are many
perfons to whom we bear naturally an affe&ion,
‘and it is far from being the defign of religion to
deftroy this affection, but to regulate it in its
meafure, to keep it in its proper channel, and di-
rect it to its proper end. This is a part of the
fubje& which I have always thought of great mo-
ment and importance, on more accounts than
one. It hath pleafed God, by joining us toge.
ther in fociety, to conflitute a great variety of re-
lations ; thefe ties are of God’s own making, and
our affetions to all perfors fo related to us are
natural, and in fome of them very ftrong.~ How
then do they operate? In what manner de they
-exprefs themfelves ! Nothing will more evidently
prove what is the ruling difpofition of the heart.
Whenever we love others fincerely, we thew it
: , . by
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by defiring and endeavouring to procure for them
thofe bleflings which we ourfelves moft highly
efteem. - Let us take any one of thefe relations
for an example. Does a parent fincerely love his
children ? Religion doth not weaken, but
ftrengthen this affeion, and add to the force of
his obligation to ferve them. But if the parent
truly loveth God above all, how will his lote to
his children’ be expreffed ! Surely by defiring,
above all, that they may be ¢ born again.” Their
 following finful courfes will give him unfpeakably
more grief than their poverty, fickne(s, or even
death itfelf. He will be more concerned to make
them, and more delighted to fee them, good than
great ; and, for this purpofe, every flep of their
education will be dircéted. Would not every pa-
rent thudder at the thoughts of fending a beloved
child to a houfe infefted with the plague, or any
other fcene where health or life would be in im-
minent danger? What then fhall: we think of
thofe parents who, from the fingle profpe& of
gain, without fcruple, place their. children in
houfes deeply infeted with the leprofy of fin,
and expofe them, without the leaft neceflity, to
the moft dangerous temptations ? )

" I know there are fome inftances in fcripture of
perfons who have been confidered as' very pious
themfelves, who yet were fhamefully negligent
in this branch of their duty., Of thefe Eli, men-

' Ga " 'tioned
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tioned in the book of Samuel, is one, whofe fons,
though in the moft facred oﬂice, ¢ made:them-
«¢ felves vile, and he reftraingd them not.” I ima-
gine I could eafily bring in dgubt, if not the reali-
ty, at leaft the eminence of his piety, and others
of the fame kind, though often taken for granted,
without much examination.; but I fhall only ob-
ferve: what an oppqﬁte account is given of the di-
.vine condu& toward Eli and toward Abraham,
the father of the faithful. He revealed his will,
_ and employed in his meffage the child Samuel, to
the negle& of Eli, grown old in his courts, and
denounced the moft fevere and terrible judgments
sgainft him and bhis houfe : ¢ Behold, I will-do
¢¢ a thing in Ifrael, ‘at which both the ears of
-¢¢ every one that heareth it fhall tingle ; in that
¢ day I will perform agam& Eli all things which
<« I have fpoken concerning his houfe : when I

¢ begin I will alfo make an end. For I have -
¢¢ told him that I will judge his houfe for.ever,
s¢ for the iniquity which he knoweth *.” "On
the contrary, fee the honourable diftin&ion put
ppon Abrabam: ¢ And the Lord faid, Shall I
¢t hide from Abraham that thing which I do,
¢ feeing that Abraham fhall furely become a
<¢ great nation, and all the-nations of* the earth
s¢ fhall be bleffed in him. For I know him, that
#¢ he will command his children and his boufhold

® 1-Sam; iii, 13, 12, 13, :

‘ s¢ after
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« after him,.and they fhall keep the way of the
¢ Lord, to do juftice' and judgment, that the
" ¢ Lord may bring upon Abraham-that which he- -
¢ hath fpoken of him *.””
Nothing, indeed, can be more plain from rea--
fon . itfelf, than'that, in proportion to the im--
preflion which’ parents have upon their own:
minds' of the importance of [alvation, will be
their concern and care that their children alfo-
may be the heirs of everlafting life. Suffer me to-
afk every parent who reads this difcourfe, or ra-
ther to befeech alt fuch; to aflk themfelves fe-
rioufly, what are their own ftrongeft defires and-
hopes concerning their childrep? In thofe mo-
ments when your affetions are fondeft, and your-
partial flattering expe&ations moft diftin&ly
formed,. are you obliged to confefs that- your”
minds run-muchmore upon the profpect of your”
childrens living in afluence and fplendor; or be--
ing promoted to places of honour and truft, than®
their being brouzht to a faving acquaintance with-
-Ghrift and him crucxﬁed that whether they live
or die they may be the Lord’s? If this is the "
cafe, you have juft ground to fear that you are"
of that unhappy- number  who ¢ favour not the °
¢ things that be of God but the things that be -
. ¢ of man.”

# Gen, xviii, 17, 18, 19.

G 3 3. Another«



126 A PracricaL TREATISE

3. Another excellent evidence of regeneration
is, the moderation of our attachment to worldly
' enjoyments in general, and habitual fubmiffion
- to the will of God. So.foon. as this change takes

place, it will immediately and certainly abate the
meafure of our attachment to all earthly things.
Formerly they were the all of the foul, its por-
tion and its reft ; but now a clear difcovery be-
ing made of greater and better blefings; they
muft fall back into the fecond place. There is
a wonderful difference between the rate and va-
lue of prefent pofleffions of any kind, in the eye

“of him who lives under the impreflions of eter-

nity, and of him who believes it but uncertainly,
who underftands it very imperfeétly, and who
thinks of it as feldom as conicience will give him

leave. It muft be confefled we are all apt to be im-

moderate in our attachment to outward bleffings s
this is the effect and evidenge of the weaknels .of
our faith : but, fo far as faith is in exercife, it muft
mortify carnal affe&ion. Thereis noway in which
, an objet appears fo little, as when it is contrafted
- with one infinitely greater, which is plainly the
cafe here. The tru:h is, time and eternity,
things temporgl and things fpiritual, are the op-
pofite and rival objeéts of human attention and
~ efteem. It is impoflible that one of them can be
exalted, or obtain influence in any heart, with-
out a proportional depreffion of the other. They
: : are,
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are, alfo, as they feverally prevail, the marks to
diftinguifh thofc who are, and thofe who are not,
brought again from the dead. Fou as the apoftle
fays, ¢¢ To be carnally minded is death, but to
¢« be fpmtually minded is life and peace *.”

" . Further, it is not only in abating the meafure
of our attachment to worldly things that religion
fbews itfelf, and the change is difcovered, but in
the ufe and application of them. The real Chrif-
tian’s powers and facultics, poffeflions and influ-
ence, are confecrated to God. His abilities are

" Jaid out for the glory of God. He no more con-
fiders them as a mean of excelling others, and
getting to himfelf a name, but of doing good.
He finds it his higheft pleafure to ferve God with
his talents; he thinks it his duty to plead for him
in bis converlation, to honour hxm with his {ub-
ftance, to enforce and ratify the divine laws by
his authorjty and cxample.

The fame thing fhews plainly why a Chriftian
muft manifett his new nature iy fubmiffion to the
divine will.. Does he reccive his mercies from
God ? Dozs he love them lefs thoa God ? Does
he efteem it his duty to ufe th-w in his fervice ?
And ean he poflibly refufe to re:izn them to his
pleafure? I am funfibie that refiunation at the
will of God, zbfolute aud unconditionaly, is a
very difficult duty, butit is what every believer

: L # Rom. viil, 6. ..

G4 habitually
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habitually ftudies to attain. He chides his re-
" maining impatience and complaints, grieves at
~ the continuing ftruggles of his imperfeQly re-
newed will, and is fenfible that in this the fupe-
riority of his affeion to God above the creature
- ~ought to appear. Unrenewed perfons, when their
earthly hopes are difappointed, immediately re-
new the purfuit ; they only change the object to
one more within their reach, or they alter their
meafures, and endeavour to amend the fcheme;
but real Chriftians, receiving a convi&tion of the
vanity of all created things, feek their refuge and
confolation in the fulnefs and all-fufficiency of
God. '

SECT. IV.

A more particular enquiry into what properly confli-

tutes the fincerity of the change.

THUS I have given a fuccin& view of the
" moft remarkable effe&s and vifible evidences

of regeneration. 1 cannot, however, fatisfy my-
felf with this, becaufe I am perfuaded the great
queftion is, how far they ought to go, and to
what meafure of ftrength and uniformity they
ought to arrive. There are not a few who may,
in a certain degree, fincerely think themfelves
poflefled of moft or all the difpofitions mentioned
above, whofe ftate is neverthelefs very much to
- : be
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be fufpe&ted. On the other hand, perhaps, fome
of the humbleft, that is to fay, the very beft, may
be in much fear conccrmng themfelves, becaufe
they do not perceive either the vigour or fteadi- -
nefs in their holy difpofitions which they greatly
defire, and are fenfible they ought to attain. Be- -

*. fides, what hath been hitherto faid is only-gene-

ral, viz. that thofe who are born again will have -
new apprehenfions of things, will be humble, -
mortified to the world, and fubmiffive to the will -
of God. In this way it will be moft applicable
t0, or at leaft moft fenfible in thofe who had once -
gone great lengths in profanity, and were, by the -
almighty and fovereign grace of God, fnatched
as ¢ brands from the burning.” ‘The oppofition -
between their new and old charaéters is ordi- -
narily fo great, that it will not admit of any.
doubt. To fome others it may be neceffary to -
make a more ftrict and particular enquiry into the
nature of fincerity, and what is the full and pra- -
per evidence of the reality of the change.
That the reader may form as clear and diftin& -
conceptions on this f{ubjet as poflible, he may
.be pleafed to recollect what was obferved above,
That perfe&t holinefs confifts in having the heart
wholly pofleft by the leve of God, without the
mixture of any inferior or bafer paffion ; and that-
regeneration confifts in a fupreme defire to glo- -
rify God, and a preference of his fayour to every
Gs other
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other enjoyment. Now what chiefly occafions
difficujty in difcerning the reality of this change
is, that there is much unfubdued fin remaining
in the children of God, and that there are many

counterfeit graces, or appearances of religion, in _

thofe who are, notwithftanding, in the ¢ gall of
¢ bitternefs, and in the bond of iniquity.”

That there is a great degree of unmortified
corruption flill remaining in the faints of Ged,
_and that not fo much as one is wholly free from
it, is apparent from.teo many melancholy proofs.
It appears from the pathetic complaint of the

.apoftle Paul, formerly referred to, .of the law.in -

his members warring againft the law of God in
his mind, It appears, alfo, from -the grofs fins
~ into which fome eminently holy perfons have
been fuffered occafionally to. fall, through the
firength of temptation, as David's adultery and
murder, Solomon’s idolatry, the apoftle Peter’s
denial of his maﬁer, .and fevera] others recorded
in feripture,

On the other hand, therc are aHo countcrfelt

‘graces, commonor imperfect operations of the .
Spirit, which do-not iffue in a real converfion and.

faving change. This it will be proper to keep
in mind, and perhaps, alfo, to attend a little to
the proofs of it both from feripture and expe-
vience. That the word of God has fome effe
sven upon thofe who coatmue unrenewed, is

plain

!
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plain from thany examples recorded in the facred
volume. We read of a Felix trembling at the
" thoughts of a judgment to come : « And as he
‘¢ reafonéd of righteoufnefs, temperance, and
¢ judgment to come, Felix trembled, and an-
¢ fwered, Go thy way for this time, when
¢ have a convenient feafon I will call for thee *.”
But we are not informed that he ever found that
convenient feafen, or defired to hear any more
~ of fuch words. ‘

In the parable of the fower we have a charac-
ter defcribed of thofe who not only ¢ heard”
the word; but * received” it with joy, and on
whom it had' an immediate and vifible, though
only a temporary effect, ¢ Some fell upon flony
" *¢ places, where they had not much earth, and
“ forthwith they fprung up, becaufe they had
¢ no deepnefs of earth ; and when the fun was
% up they were fcorched, and, becaufe they Irad
¥ not root, they withered away +.—He that re-
* ceived the feed into ftony places, the fame is
% he that heareth the'word, and anon with joy
* receiveth it; yet hath he not root in himfelf,
*¢ but dureth for a while : for when tribulation
¢ or perfecution arifeth becaufe of the word, b}
¢ and by he is effended 1. We read alfo of a
Herod, who not only heard the word gladly, but

® AQs xxiv, 25, § Matt. xiii. 5, 6, 1 1bid, .
‘¥ex, 20, 21, G 6 : "“‘ d';l :
h 1
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¢¢ did many things.”—s<¢ For Herod feared John;
‘¢ knowing that he was a juft man, and an holy,
¢¢ and obferved him, and when he beard him he
¢ did many things, and heard him gladly *.”
Nay, we fee even Ahab, the profane prince of
Ifrael, humbling himfelf, and putting on. fack-
cloth, under the denunciation of divine wrath.
Neither have we any reafon, from.the. circum-
ftances ‘of the ftory, to believe that- this was
‘wholly hypocritical, but the contrary. ¢ And
*¢ it came to pafs when Ahab heard thefe words,
¢ that he rent his clothes, and put fackcloth on
¢ his fleth, and fafted, and lay in fackcloth, and
¢t went foftly +.” Thefe things, and all others
of the fame kind, even in wicked men, are.re-
prefented as the effe&t of the operation of the Spi-
rit, in many paffages of fcripture. I fhall only
mention one, which is pretty remarkable, and
well merits our attention. ¢ For it is impoffible
« for thofe who were once enlightened, and have
tafted of the heavenly gift, and were made
s¢ partakers of the Holy Ghoft, and have tafted
¢¢ the good word of God, and the power of the
« world to come, if they fhould fall away, to
renew them again to repentance, feeing they
¢ crucify to themfelves the Son of God afre(h,
o and put him to an open thame x

.. * Mask vi, 20, 4 1 Kings xxi, 27, 1 Heb.
Vi, 4o :
- The
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:The fame thing indeed appears plainly from
the ftate of the world, and in a particular man-
ner from that variety of partial chara&ers which
I have formerly defcribed. There are many
things which have a religious appearance, and
are taken by the deluded pofleflfor for religion,
when at battom there is no real religion at all 3
and ¢ mene tekel” fhall be .written upon
them in the day of trial. ‘There is a long grada-
tion of charalters between the openly profane
finner, with a hardened heart, a feared confci-
ence, and a fhamelefs countenance, on the one
hand ; and the refined, felf-deceiving hypocrite,
with his duties and his forms, on the other : be-
tween thofe who are furious, violent, and malig-
nant enemies to religion in profeffion and prac-
tice; and thofe, who anfwer difcreetly with the
young man in the gofpel ; and of whom it may
be faid, as our Saviour fays of him, that they
< are not far from the kingdom of God.” This
fhews at once-the importance and difficulty of
pointing out the great and diftinguifhing charac-
ters of real religion, and fhewing how it ef-
fentially differs from all counterfeits.

But now, from the account given above of
the nature of regeneration, and what hath been
further added in illuftration of it, we may fee
how this diftin&ion is to be made, as far as it can

be
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be madé by any, excepting the great Searcher of ‘
hearts... {apprehend, that the great and diftin-
guithing miark ofthe truth and fincerity of relizion
in gemeral, and ofievery gracious difpofition in par-
ticular, arifes from copnparing it with its oppofite,
It is ¢ the prevailing intereft of God and the Re~
#¢ deemer in the heart, abore the intereft of infe-
¢ rior good ;' thehabitual comparativé preference .
"¢ we give 0 his fervice and enjoyment, before
‘¢ every other objet of defire.” This muft be
proved by its effe@s daxly And agreeably to
“this, our blefled Lord fayé, ¢ He' that loveth
“#¢ fatheror mother more than rile; is not worthy
< of me; and he that loveth fon or daughter
i more than ‘me, is not worthy of me; and he
< that taketh not his crofs, and followeth after
% me, is not worthy of me*.”> And again, in
yet fironger terms, ¢ If any man come to me,
¢« and hdte not bis father and motber, and
¢ wife and chlldren, and brethren and ﬁﬂerc
¢ yea, and bls own life alfo, he cannot be my
. dn(cxple +.” Would you therefore know whe-
ther .you are born again.? Are you in-doubt,
when you find the fpirit lufting againft the fleth,
and the fleth againft the fpirit ? Try, by dili-
gent and univerfal exammatxon, which of them
i upon the whole, the {’crongeﬁ - which of
: * Mntt. x, 37 33. 4 Luke xiv, 26,
them
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them habituzlly yields to the other, when they
_come in-eompetition. Into this all other marks
and figns of religion refolve themfelves at lafty
and from the evidence they give of the preva-
lence of the Jove of God in the heart, they de-
~ rive all their worth and value. Every holy dif-
pofition muft be examined, not by its abfolute,
but its comparative ftrength ; and the true know-
ledge of -our ftate arifes from the concluﬁoh
and refult of the whole.

There were, in the laft age, many and great
debates among men of piety and ltarnmg, whe-
‘ther fpecial and common grace differ eﬂéntza]ly
in their nature; or if’ they dlEer onTy in dégree.
What T have jult now faid may, perhaps, be
thought by the intelligent reader, to imply my
embracing Ehc lalt of thefe opinions My judg-
ment of this queftion is the fame [ have formed
of many others, that it is unneceﬂary, or even hun:-
ful. It has perhaps, if examined ta the bot-
tom, no diflinét meaning at all; but if it has
any meamnv, I am afraid it is a queftion which ,
itis impoflible for us to refolve. That it may
be made plain to perfons of common underftand-
ing, the queftion is, whether it is moft proper
to fay, that a wicked man, or an unrenewed per-
fon, let his behaviour be ever fo unexceptionable,

or
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or his eitpenences ever fo comfortable, can have
no true love to God ; no, net in the leaftdegree :
or whether we ought not rather to fay, his love to
God islefs than his love to the creature, I confefs,
I think it is beft to fay, in the words of the Holy
‘Ghoft, that ¢¢ he loveth the creature more than
¢ the Creator”——that ¢ he loveth the praife
¢ of man more than the praife of God;”’ and
for this reafon, he hath no ¢ true” love, either
to God or man. .
In the preceding part of this treatife, T have
aﬁirmcd with fufficient clearnefs, that there muft
be an eﬂ'enual change in order to falvation ; and
that, till this be wrought, the perfon is in fin,
and can do nothing but fin. The reafon of
‘this is very plain ; that the fupreme and govern-
ing motive of all his a&tions is wrong, and there-
fore every one of them muft be fo, upon the
whole. I fuppofe, if they were to explain them-
felves fully, this is chiefly meant by thofe who
infift that there is an effential difference between
fpecial and common grace. And in this view,
no doubt, it is not only certainly true, but a
truth of very great importance. It appears,
however, on the other band, equally certain
and undeniable, that when we obferve good dif-
pofitions and good a&ions in one charaéter, and
fee the fame appearances in another, we havé
no way by which we caa difcover the difference,
~ but
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but by their perfeverance, and their comparative
effes. Neither, indeed, has the perforr himfelf
any other rule by which they can be judged.
For which reafon, I would be very willing to
affirm both fides of the above queftion; to fay
that an unregenerate perfon has no true love to
God or his neighbour, and at the fame time,
that this is only becaufe: no love but that which is
fupreme and prcvalent is true, or wdl be accepted
as fincere.

Unlefs we take up the matter in thls light,
we are in danger of doing great hurt on both
hands. On the ohe hand, it is ready to alarm-
the pious, humble, and timorous foul, if we fay,
that fpecial grace differs effentially from common
- grace, and that there muft be fomething quite
different in its kind, as to every gracious difpo-
fition, than what ever refided in hypocrites. Alas! -
will the fearful perfon fay, I have feen fome who
have gone great lengths, who have been well
efteemed, and well received among all ferious
people; and yet have made fhipwreck of the
faith, difhonoured their profefion, and opened
the mouths of adverfaries to blafpheme. They
had all the appearance of as much love to God,
as much delight in his fervice, as much zeal
for his glory, as much ftri@nefs, and as much
ufefulnefs of converfation; nay, more thgn I

: can
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" can pretend to. What then am [ to think of
this?  Muft all my gracious difpofitions be eflen-
tially different from theirs? And how is this
difference: to be made appear? To all fuch I
would fay, thofe unhappy perfons, by their con-
du&, and that alone, plainly difcover, that they
have either been wholly impoftors and deceivers
of the world, or that they- have loved fome ob-
ject of carnal afteCtion ; fome luft, of one kind
or another, more than they loved God. The
ftiength of their affeCtions in one way, has been
over-balanced by the dominion of corruption: in
another. And that corruption which has been
Jong -difguifed or refirained, at laft breaks out
‘with:fo muth’ the - gn:emr 'vxoience, and the

-greater. noife. o
Again, on the 6ther hand by aﬂirmmg that
‘there iy 4 différence’ in- kind between {pecial
‘and commor grace ; and -that a hypocrite or un-
renewed perfon cannot have the leaft meafure of
the fame fort of- love to God or man with a
c’m]d Qf God; ‘we are ‘apt to make fome flaves
‘to ﬁn, upon examitiing themfelves judge amifs in
‘their own favour. ’l hey’ cannct help ‘thinking
that they have a real unfeigned affeion for that
which is good in many refpelts ; as indeed they
‘have, when it-doth not fland in competition with
th%u‘ rdgnihg or ddrling luft.” To give an ex-
‘ , ample
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~ample of this; it is frequently made a mark of
. true religion, to love the people of God; and

indeed, it is one of the beft, and when taken in

-the fenfe I have mentioned above, as a fupreme

and prevalent Jove, it is an infallible fign. It

hath no lefs warrant than the word of God:

¢ Weknow that we have pafled from death unto
¢ life, becaufe we love the brethren: he that

« Joveth not his brother, abideth in death*.”

But I dare fay, there are many who live in fin,

and are ftrangers to the power of godlinefs, who,

upon the moft impartial examination of them-

felves, would conclude, that they did love the
people of God.

_ Perhaps fome will fay, they may love good

men, but they love them for other qualities, and

cannot love them becaufe of their piety. Expe-
_ Fience tells us the contrary. - They may efteem

. them, love them, fpeak well of them, and do

them fervice becaufe of their piety. Nay, I have

known (though that is more rare) fome very
loofe livers, who feemed to have nothing goéd

about them, but an efteem of pious perfons, and

a defire to efpoufe their caufe, which they condi-

nued to do in all ordinary cafes. But fhauld
thefe fervants of God prefume to reprove them

fharply, or hinder them in the ‘enjoyment of

their darling luft, their love would foon turn to

.
s 1 John iif, 14

hatred, ‘
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hatred. Who would not have faid that Herod'
fincerely loved John Baptift, when the very

reafon affigned for his refpect and attendance is,

that “ he was a juft man and -an holy.” Yét

the fame Herod, when he was reproved by Jchn
for his fcandalous adultery and ‘inceft, fhut him

up in prifon. And afterwards, fo little was his

conftancy, that' when the daoghter of Herodias

had gained upon his affe@ion by her dancing,

- and-involved him in'a rafh promife, he gratified:
her- mother’s favage cruelty with the Baptift’s

“head. The deéfcription of .his fituation of mind -
~ is remarkable, but far from being fingular ; we

are told, ¢¢ the king was exceeding forry ; yet

¢ for his oath’s fiake, and for their fakes that -
¢¢ fat. with. him, he would not reje&t her *.s
- Here was love in one fenfe, or in -a certain de-
. gree ; but he loved the damfel and her mother,
and the good opinion of his. courtly compani--
ons, ftill more than: the faithful preacher.

Wee have innumerable examples- of  the fame
thing every: day before our eyes. Voluptuous
men love the people of God,. but will-not obey
their falutary counfel,. becaufe they love their
lufts more. Covetous men will love the people
of God, and.praife them,. and defend them, °
but will not open their purfes-to provide for
them, becaufe they love their filver and

* Mark xvi- 26,

gold



oN REGENERATION. 141

gold more. What I have faid of this difpofition,
might be eafily thewn to hold with regard to
" every other. In fhort, whatever unfeen or in-
ward difference there may be ; whatever diverfity
of .operation of the holy and fovereign Spirit,
the great trial to us is the fame which Chrift
made of Peter: ¢ Simon, fon of Jonas, loveft
¢ thou me more than thefe ?” It is good that
we fhould often repeat the queftion as he did,
and blefled is * that man who is able in fincerity
to fay with Peter, ¢ Lord, thou knoweft all
¢¢ things, thou knoweft that I love thee *.”
.1 am fenfible, there will be many ready to
challenge this, or at leaft to be inwardly diffa-
tisfied with it, as too general and undetermined.
They will be ready to think, that this leaves the
matter ftill at a great uncertainty ; and that it
muft be very difficult to decide in many calfes,
whether the love of God or of the world- hath
the greateft habitual influence in the heart. The
truth is, I am far from denying or diffembling
that it is a-matter of great difficulty in many in-
ftances’; nay, as T have hinted in fome of the
former pages of this difcourfe, there are cafes
in which it is altogether impoffible to come to
any certain determination.. In fome, grace and .
corruption are fo. equally matched, as it weres

* John xxi, 17,
have
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have fuch violent ftruggles, and take their turns
fo often,- in ‘reftraining and governing one ano-
ther, that it will be hard to tell, till the laft day,
which of them was ftrongeft upon the whole,
But this is no juft obje@ion to what I have de-
livered above. It was never intended that fuch
unequal and variableChriftians thouM enjoy much
peace; and if they -do, it is furely upon fome
" idle or imaginary ground. To many it may be
jutly faid as Jacob faid to his fon Reuben,
¢« Unftable as water, thou thalt not excel *,”
Inftead of devifing ways, and making fuppofi-
tions, to encourage fuch petfons ‘to think well
of their own ftate, it is a far fafer, ‘and much
kinder office, to excite them to a holy jealoufy
ovet themfelves. This indeed feems to be the
language of fcripture with regard'to us all: ¢¢ Lep
"¢ yg therefore fear, left a promife being left us
« of entering into his reft, any of you fhould
. ¢ feem to come fhort of it +.” Elfewheres
_fays the fame apoftle, ¢¢ And we defire that every
¢ one of you do fhew the fame dnhgence, to
¢¢ the full affurance of hope unto the end 1.””

The life of aChriftian is conftantly reprefented
jn Tcripture as a life of vigilance and caution, of
a&ivity and diligence. 4 Be fober and vigilant,
« for your adverfary the devily as a roaring lion,
« walketh about feeking whom he may de.

# Gen, xlix, 4o Heb, iv, 1. 1 Heb, Vi, 11,

‘ vour.”
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¢ your*.” The fame apoftle fays, ¢ And be-
« fides this, giving all diligence, add to your
« faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to
‘ knowledge temperance, and to temperance
¢ patience, and to patience godlinefs, and to
¢ godlinefs brotherly kindnefs, and to brother]y
kindnefs charity ; for if thefe things be in you
¢ and abound, they make you that ye fhall nei-
¢ ther be barren nor unfruitful in the knowlédée |
« of our Lord Jefus Chrift.—Wherefore the ra-

ther, brethren, give diligence to make your
¢ calling and eletion fure +.” I beg it may b -
obferved, that this is no way contrary to that
confidence in the divine mercy and good hope
through grace, which the gofpel imparts to the
believer. Thefe are intended to animate him
to diligence in duty, in dependance on divine
ftrength, and are themfelves gradually confirmed
and improved, by producing their proper effeéts,
Few feem to have enjoyed more of. the confola-

tions of the gofpel than the apoftle Paul; and’

et he reprefents even the fear of final difap-
pointment, as what daily influenced hisown con-
du@. ¢ But I keep under my body, and bring
¢« it into fubjeltion, left that by any means,
« when I have preached to others, I myfelf
¢« fhould be a caft-away 1:”

#3Pet,v, 8, 1 2Peti, 3—-;0. 1 1 Cor, ix, 27..

1 can<
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I cannot help taking notice here, that there
is often juft caufe to find fault even with per-
fons who, to all appearance, are fincerely pious
upon this fubjet. For all fuch I defire to have
the higheft efteem, and to treat them with the
greateft tendernefs and affe@ion. In the mean
time, they ought to be willing, and even defirous
of having their miftakes pointed out to them.
Now I am perfuaded, there are many who feek
after affurance of their own intereft in God’s
' favour in a wrong way, and that they often
expect it in a degree that is not fuited to the pre.
fent ftate. -

1. They often feck it in a wrong way ; they
are ready to lay hold of impreffions upon their
minds; and, in a variety of particulars, are in
danger of repeating the fin of the Pharifees, who
afked a fign from heaven. When a minifter is
fpeaking or writing' on this fubje, they expect
. fomething particular and- perfonal ; and, if I

may fpeak fo, that he fhould be in God’s flead,
and give them aflurance, in place of telling theg,
how they ought to feck it. But this eagernefs,

- from however good a difpofition it may fpring,
is unwarranted and prepofterous. We muft be
fatisfied to walk in the way that God hath
pointed out to us; to give thanks to him for
the fure foundation of a finner’s hope which is
5 - laid
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hid in Zion, and to conclude the fafety of
our own ftate from a ferious and deliberate exa-
mination of ourfelves by the rules laid down
in the holy fcriptures. In this way only is the -
moft folid, fettled, and lafting peace to be ob-
tained. .

Perhaps fomewill be ready to fay, Do you
then condemn in general all regard to impref-
fions that may be fenﬁbly felt upon the mind,
or all fecret and powerful fuggeftions of paf-
fages of fcripture? Does the Holy Ghoft the
comforter never in. this manner enlighten or
refrefh thefe fouls in whom he dwells, accord-
ing to his promife ? ¢ I will dwell in them, and
‘¢ walk in them; and I will be their God, and
“¢ they fhall be my people *.” No, far from
it; I have no defign of denying the real ope-
ration of gracious prefence of the Spirit of God,
which is certainly one of the moft effential and
one of the moft comfortable do&rines of the
¢ glorious gofpel ;” but at the fame time, from -
the love I bear to it, I would guard it againft
miftakes and abufe. When any truth, or any
paffage of feripture, is fuggefted to the mind,
which particularly and ftrongly points out thc
duty proper to our prefent ftate and circumftances ;
when this is backed with a powerful fenfe of its
obligation, and by that meansa deceitful or ﬂothful

* 2 Cor. vi, 16,
'H heart
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heart is revived and quickened ; this is thankful]y
to be acknowledged and readily complied with.
When a doubtful, deje&ed, or defponding mind
is relicved, by a ftrong and affe&ing view of fome
encouraging promife or gracious invitation to the
weary finner, or the contrite fpirit; when, in
fuch a cafe, the mind is led to a difcovery of
the rich mercy and free grace of God to the
guilty and miferable, it ought to be embraced
and improved ; and in many fuch inftances, fe-
rious perfons harrafled by temptation, have had
caufe to fay with David, ¢ I will blefs the Lord,
¢ who hath given me counfel ; my reins alfo in-
¢ ftru&t me in the night feafon L
This is no more than the neceffary confequence
of the conflant over-ruling providence of God,
which, as it extends to the difpofal and diretion
~ of the moft minute circumftances in the courfe of
nature, cannot fail to be particularly exercifed .
about the holinefs and peace of his own chil-
dren. They obey what appears to be their duty,
or an argument againft fin; they truft the di- .
vine faithfulnefs in what concerns their com-
. fort; and adore the divine wifdlom and goodnefs
~ in the propriety and feafonablenefs of either or
both. But for any perfon, from the fudden fug- -
geftion of a paffage of feripture, (¢ I am thy-
s¢ God” for example; or, ¢ I have called thee
. * Pfal, xvi, 7. ) i
¢ by
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¢ by thy name, thou art mine”) without any
. examination of his temper and difpofition, to
conclude the fafety of his ftate, is furely a piece
of prefumption without ground.

Neither is it lefs foolith than prefumptuous ;
for all fuch muft be liable to be caft down by
other and contrary fuggeftions, We know very
well, and have an inftance of it in our Saviowr’s -
temptation, that fatan can fuggeft paffages of
feripture ; nay, and fpeak pioufly and plaufibly
upon them : but their conclufions muft be tried
by other fcriptures. To all who are inclin=d to -
the above deluding praftice, I would fay with the
_ apoftle John, ¢ Beloved, believe not every fpirit,
¢ but try the fpirits, whether they are of God *.”
Or with the prophet Ifaiah, ¢ To the law and
“ to the teftimony, if they fpeak not according
‘¢ to this word, it is becaufe there is no light
¢¢ in them +.” There is alfo a very proper ad-
vice, mixed, with-caution, given by the fame pre-
phet, in the following words ; ¢ Who is among
¢¢ you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the
¢¢ voice of his fervant, that walketh in dark-
¢ nefs and hath no light; let him truft in
¢ the name of the Lord, and ftay upon his
« God. Behold all ye that kindle a fire, all
¢ that compafs yourfelves about with fparks,
¢ walk in the light of your fires, and in the fparks.

* 1 Joha iv, 1. + 1If. vii, 20,
H2 ¢ that
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%% that ye have kindled ; this fhall ye have of
-‘“ mine hand, ye .fhall lie dawn .in forrow *. ”
2. 1 mutt alfo obferve, that many ferious per-
fons feem to defire, and even to expedt, -affurance
4n fuch a meafure and degree, as is not fuited
‘to our prefent ftate. They would have faith
.and hope to be the fame with fenfe. They
-would bave heaven and earth to be the fame,
.and would put on their .crown before they
Ahave finithed -their courfe. I am perfuaded,
many deprive themfelves of -that comfort to
which they have an.updoubted title, and which
they might eafily -poffefs, by aiming at that
.which is beyond their reach. They do not re-
amember, that itis true.in this refpe&t as well as
4n many others, what the apoftle fays, ¢¢ Now
$¢ we fee through a glafs darkly, but then face
¢ to face; now I know in part, but then fhall
¢ I know even as.alfo I am known +.” Would
you but refle¢t upon yourfelves, Chriftians, you
-would be afthamed of your complaints. You
-would be athamed that you fhould fo much
as lay claim to fo high a degree of comfort,
" when you are fo carélefs in your duty. Your
Jmprovement in.the fpiritual life is but very gra-
dual, and therefore it is no wonder your hope
Jhould be but in proportion to it.
* I 1 xo. 31 4 a Cor, ajii, 12,

It
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It is of the greateft ‘confequence in religion, to
diftinguith carefully between that hope and com-.
fort which - arifes direély from the promifes of’
iGod in feripture, and that which arifes from a
-reflex obfervation of the change that has taken-
-place in our own temper and praice: . To en—
tertain and encourage doubts in the former cafe,
is dire&ly contrary both to our duty and intereft;
but in the other, perhaps’ fufpiciorr and diffi-
dence is. moft becoming the Chriftian temper,.and -
moft conducive to the advancement of the Chrif-
tian Jife. -Is there any perfon perufing this
treatife, who is'.incommoded and diftrefled with
snxiety and fear? Take heed that you -be not
.doubting as much of the certainty of God's"
word, as you arc jealous of your owh ftaté,
“Is it not more than fufficient that you have fo ma-
ny gracious invitations, fo many full, free, and
.unlimited offers of mercy, through a Redeemer,
to the chief of finners? Does it not give re-
pofe to the mind, and reft to the confcience, -
when, by diret alts of faith, you receive and
rely on Chrift alone for falvation ; feeing him”
to-be fingle in this undertaking, and all-fufficient
for its accomplifhment, -arid therefore cleaving
~to him as your Lord and your God, and your -
all. I would not chufe to affirm, that aflurance,
in- the ordinary fenfe of that word, is effential to’
faith, or that its proper defcription is; to believe
) . Hi3. that-
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‘that my fins are forgiven me ; ‘yet furely, fome
meafure of hope is infeparable from it. Faith
" and defpair are oppofite and inconfiftent. If you
do really believe the fincerity of the offer ; if you
.do really believe the fulnefs and ability of the
-Saviour, ¢ the God of hope will fill you with
¢ all joy and peace in believing, through the
.¢¢ pawer of the Holy Gheft.”

- To. this let me add, that confidering the mat-
ter, even with regard to a rcnewing and fan&i-
-fying work ef the Spirit upon your hearts, your
.complaints are often exceflive and' unreafonable.
“You would have evidence, not that the work is
begun, but that it is finithed. You defire com-
+.fort, not fuch as-is fufficient to flrengthen you
againft temptation, and. bear you up under fuf-
fering 3 but fuch as would make temptation
_to be no temptation, and fuffering to be no

fuffering! But if you are fenfible that you fill
adhere to God as your portion, that you cannot
find peace or reft in any thing elfe; and that,
‘a whole world would not induce you to give
up even your doubtful title to his favour and
love, furely you ought to endeavour after com-
_pofure of mind : you may be frequently in the
‘flate of the apoftle Paul, who fays of himfelf,
"¢ Our flefh had no reft, but we were troubled
i on every fide, without were fightings, within

¢ were
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¢ were fears *.”° And yet fay with the fame
apoftle, ¢ We are troubled on_every fide, yet
“ not diftrefled ; we are perplexed, but not
¢ in defpair; perfecuted, but not forfakeh ;
¢ caft down, but not deftroyed +.” It is not
meant by this to condemn an earneft defire to
abound in hope, or a frequent and firit ex-
amination of our ftate and temper, but to
warn Chriftians againft impatience, and againft
an unthankful, fretful difpofition, which indeed
- difappoints itfelf, and prevents the attainment of
that peace, for the want of which.it complains.

* This leads naturally to the mention of another
fault incident to ferious perfons, which will lay
a foundation for a very important leflon upor
this fubje®.. The fault here intended is, fall-
ing into a flothful, defpondent neglect of duty.
The devices of fatan, our great enemy, are
very various, and unfpeakably artful. When he
capnot keep men in fecurity, and drive them
blmdly along the broad path which leadeth to

deftru@lion, he endeavours to make their dury,

as painful and burdenfome to them as poffible.
When fome perfons giyé themfclves to ferious
felf-examination, he embarrafies them with fcru-
ples, he involves them in doubts, he diftrefles
them with fears. This often brings on a re-

* 2 Cor, vii. g, © + 2 Cor. iv, 8, g.
H 4 " laxation,
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laxation er fufpenfion of their diligence in duty 3
they give themfelves up to anxious, complain-
ing thoughts ; they ftand ftill, and will go no.
fatther in religion, till they are fatisfied whe-
ther they have as yet gone any length at all.
But whatever good ground any perfon may have
to be diffatisfied with himfelf, fo foon as he per-
ceives that this is its efle@®, he ought to reflift
it as a temptation. 1 cannot better illuftrate
this, than by a fimilitude borrowed from the
fcripture Janguage on the fame fubje&t. Whe-
ther do you think that child moft dutiful, under
a fenfe of his father’s difpleafure, who patiently
and filently applies himfelf to his work, or he
who faunters about in idlenefs, and with peevith
and fullen complaints, is conftantly callmg in
queftion his father’s love ?

This lays the foundation for a very neceﬂ'ary
and ufeful dire@ion, which indeed flows natu-
rally from all that has been faid on the evidence

of regeneration. Endeavour, Chriftians, to pre-
" ferve and increafe your hope in God, by fur-
ther degrees of fantification, by zeal and dili-
gence in doing his will. The more the image
of God in you is perfeted, it will be the more
eafily difcerned. If you are at any time ready
to doubt whether fuch or fuch corruptions are
confiftent with real religion; if you find this a
bard queftion to refolve, go another way to

work,
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work, and firive by vigilance and prayer to -
mortify thefe corruptions, and then the difficulty:

is reimoved. If in a'time of affliGion and dif-
~ trefs, you find it hard to determine whether it.:
ought to be confidered as the correétion of a -
father, or the feverity of a judge, endeavour thro’
divine grace to bear it with the patience of a *
child, and you will foon fee its merciful original -
by its falutary effe®. What fheuld be the daily
ftudy of a Chriftian, -but to mortify fin in heait -
and converfation ? and his comfort fhould arife
from his apparent fuccefs -in this important -
frife. When grain of different kinds is but

fpringing from the ground, it is not eafy to - '

diftinguifh between one and another,  but their -
growth afcertains their quality, which is ftill -
more fully difcerned as they approach nearer tq -
maturity, Imitate in this the great apoftle of
the Geantiles, ¢¢ Not as though I had already
¢ attained, either were already perfe@; but I
¢ follow after, if that I may apprehend that
¢ for which alfo I am apprehended of Chrif}
¢ Jefus. Brethren, I count not myfclf to have
¢¢ apprehended, but this one thing I do, for-
«¢ getting thofe things which are bchind, and
¢ seaching forth unto thofe things which are
¢ before, I prefs toward the mark for the prize
% of the high calling of God in Chrift Jefus*.”
© ® Phil. il 12, 13, 140 ‘
Hs Before
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- Before clofing this fetion, 1 muft obferve;
that though the_account I have given of the -
great mark of real religion, may ftill leave
fome in the dark, yet furcly it carries in it the
eleareft and plaineft condemnation of many hear-
ers of the gofpel. Oh, that it were poflible to
faften a convicion of it upon their minds! Are
there not many -who appear from fabbath to
fabbath in the houle of God, who dare not af-
ﬁrm fenouﬂv to their own hearts, that God and
his fervice has more of their habitual fettled af-
_ feftion than the world, or any of its enjoyments ?
f do not here underftand grofs finners, whofe
&rimes are ¢ open going before unto judgment ;”
but 1 mean the more fober and regular profeflors
of religion, who may have % a form of godli-
4 nefs, and deny the power thereof.” I am per-
-fuaded this is a more proper trial of their ftate,
than any particular rule of duty. Many fuch
perfons know fo little of the extent and fpiritu-
ahty of the law of God, that it is not impoffible
" they may be ready to affirm they do not allow
themfelves in any known fin, as the young man
in the gofpel feems to have anfwered fincerely,
when he faid to our Saviour, * Mafter, all thefe
t have I obferved from my youth *.” But I

® Mark x. 20,

would

6
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‘would farther atk them, Whether hath God or
the' world moft of your love, moft of your
thoughts, and moft of your care? Can fuch of
you pretend this, whofe eager, ardent, nightly
thought, and daily pleafure, is only to increafe
your fubftance? who would not go to macket
withoyt re-examining your tranfations, and
computing your gain; but can daily go to the
houfe of God, without obferving, enquiring af-
ter, or defiring to fee its proper fruits ! Can fuch
of you pretend this, to ‘whom all ferious con-
verfation is tedious and difguftful, and the fociety
of good men a -painful reftraint? to whom the
fabbath is a dull, melancholy, and burdenfome
feafon? Oh, my brethren, let me befeech you
to be faithfyl to your own fouls. Your precious
time is daily bhaftening on; the day of your mer-
ciful vifitation is wearing faft away.. Hear
while there is yet peace, and intreat that God,
for Chrift’s fake, would frcely pardon all your
fins;; would renew you in the fpirit of your
minds; would fit you for his fervice on earth,

and for his prefence and enjoyment in heaven.
Thus I have explained at confiderable length,
and with all the care and accuracy in my power,
the great and general evidence of regeneration,
viz. the fupetiority of the intereft of God and
Heé -~ . the
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the Redeemer in the heart, above the intereft of
inferior good. This, I hope, will be of wfe in
itfelf, to diftinguith the precious from the viles
to preferve you from fin, and excite you to dili-
gence in every part of your duty, that it may be
more and more manifeft. At the fame time, it -
will be of the greateft fervice, in the ufe and ap-
plication of other figns of real religion, by fhew-
ing when they are conclufive, and when they-
are not, -

CHAP
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" CHAP I

OFf the fleps by which this c)zarzlge' is accomplifbed,

E proceed now to confider by what fleps,
and by what means, this change is brought
about. I am deeply fenfible how difficult a part
of the fubject this is, and how hard it will be to
treat of it in a diftin& and precife, and at the fame

‘timey in @ cautious and guarded manner, It is

often -complained of in thefe who write on this
fubje@, that they confiae and limit the HOLY

.ONE, and that they give unneceffary alarms to

thofe who have not had experience of every par-
ticular which they think proper to mention,
There is no doubt but God a&s in an * abfolute
and fovereign manner. in.the difpenfation of his

® It will: be proper to inform the reader, that the word « ap,
“ folute™ ufed herey and in fome other places of this difcourfe, is
by no means.to be underftood as fignifying the fame thing with
@ arbitrary,”” He who a&s arbitrarily, aéts without any reafon
atall, To fay this of the divine procedure, would be little lefs

- than blafphemy, When we fay that God a&s ““.inran abfolute

¢ and fovereign manner,” the meaning is, that he a&ts upon
the beft and firongeft reafons, and for the noblet afrd moft exn
¢:llent ends 3 but which are many or moft of them beyond our
reach #nd comprehenfion ; and particularly, that there is not
the leaft foundation for fuppofing that the reafans of prefetence
are taken from comparative human merit, e

. . s | grace
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grace, as in every other part of his will. As

he cannot be limited as to perfons, fo neither as
to the time and manner of their reformation.

To this purpofe, and in this precife meaning, .

our Saviour fays, ¢ The wind bloweth where it
«¢ lifteth, and thou heareft the found thereof,
<¢ but canft not tell 'whence it cometh; and whi-
e ther it goeth : fo is every one that is-born ,of
¢ the Spirit .7 ©os

Sometimes it pleafeth God to fnatch finners
from the very brink’ of the pit, to raife up fome
_ 8f the moftabandoned profligates, as trophies of
his vi€orlous grace and mercy ; while he fuffers
~ others, far:more moderate and decent, who are
. pot far from. the kingdom of God,” finally

to fall fhort of 'it. He fometimes glorifies his:

“power anid meicy at once, by converting his moft
inveterate enemies, and- making them the moft
zealous, -a&tive; and fuccefsful. advacates. for his
caufe. Such an inftance was the apoftle Paul,
- who from a petfecutor-became a preacher.” Some -
times converfion is fpeedily and fuddenly brought
about, and the times and circumftances of the
change may be eafily afcertained. This was the
€afe with the jailor recorded in'the hiftory of
the Adts: ‘of the Apofties. The fame may be
fail of the apoftle Paul; and there have been
parucular examples of it in every-age. Some-.

L] John iii, 8, o
", times

e oa .
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-times, on -the other hand, the reception of  the
truth, and renovation of the heart, goes on by
flow and infenfible degrees ; nor is it eafy to fay
by what means the change was begun, or at
what time: it was compleated. This was per-
haps the cafe with moft, if not all, the difciples
of our Lord, during his perfonal miniftry. . .
"+ Sometimles the change is very fignal and fen:
fible, the growth and improvement of the fpiri-
ritual life fpeedy and remarkable, the greateft
finners becoming the moft eminent faints’; like

the woman meptioned - in - the gofpel, to0 ‘whem )

many fihs were forgiven, and who loved hér Re-
deemer much. Sometimes, on the other hand;
the change is very .doubtful, and the progrefs of

-the believer hardly difcernible. Some of this fort °

are reproved by  the apoftle Paul in the following
words, which are but too applicable to many
profeffing Chriftiatis-of the prefent: age: * For
¢¢ when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye
¢ have need that one teach ‘you again; which
¢ be' the firft principles of the oracles of God,
¢ and are become fuch as have need of milk,
¢ and not of ftrong meat *.” — Sometimes the
convert hath much peace and fenfible comfort, -
rejoicing with joy unfpe:kable, and full of glory ;
and fometimes, 6n the other hand, he is diftref-

“' Heb' ',l 12, .
fed

~
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fed with doubts and fears, and made to walk-in
darknefs. Once more, fome finners ate brought
inby deep and long humiliation, and are almoft
diftracted with legal terrors, while others are
powerfully, though fweetly, conftrained by the
cords of divine love. All thefe ¢ worketh the
<< felf fame fpirit, who divideth to every man fe-
¢ verally as hewill.” I defire, that what has fiow
been faid, may be ftill kept in mind ; fo that if
the evidences. of a faving change can be pro-
duced, there need be little folicitude about the
time or manner of its being wroughs.

- 'What I propofe to offer on this- part of thz
ﬂnb_)c&, is net to be confidered as in the leaft de.
gree contrary to, or inconfiftent with, thefe .
truths. Nay, I am not to lay down a plan and
fay, this' is the ordinary way in which finners
are brought to the faving knowledge .of God,
Jeaying it to him, in fome few, uncommon, and
extraordinary cafes, to take fovereign fteps, and
admit exceptions from the  ordinary rules. This
is a way. of fpeaking common enough ; but tho’
it may be very well meant, I appreliend it hath
pot in it much, either of truth or utility, The
falvation of every child of Adam is of free, ab-
folute, fovereign grace: and the a&ual change
may be wrought at any time, in any manner, By
any means, and will produce its effe@ts in any
mcafure, that to infinite wifdom fhall feem pro-

pcr.

.
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per. Neither ought we to pretend to account
for the diverfity in any other manner than our
Saviour does : ¢ Even fo, F ather, for fo it feem-
¢« ed good in thy fight *.” Therefore what [
have in view, is to fpeak of fuch fteps in the
change as are, in fubftance at Jeaft, common
to all true converts. It will be a fort of ana~
lyfis, or more full explication of the change
itlelf, and ferve, among other ufes, fusther to
diftinguifh the rea] from the counterfeit. Too
much can hardly be faid .on this fubjeét: « Fog
« what js the chaf to the wheat? faith the
¢ Lord.” It will alfo illuftrate the divine wif-
dom, as well as fovereignty, by fhowing how
- that diverfity of opcration, fo remarkable.in dif-
ferent fubje&s, - produces -in all at: laft the fame
blcﬂ'cd effect.

-4

SECT.L ;
There muft be a difcevery of the real nature of God,

N the firft place, one important and ncceﬁ'ary )
ftep ‘in bringing about a faving change, is that
the finner get a difcovery of the real nature, the
infinite majefty, and tranfcendent glory of the
living God ! Perhaps fome will be furprifed,
that, as ufual, a convi&ion of fin is not men-
tioned firft, as'the preliminary ftep, [ enter in-
' * Luke x. 21,

: to
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to no quarrel'of debate with thofe who do fo;
but I :have firft mentioned the’ other, which is

- but feldom taken notice of,-from a: firm perfua-

fion, that a difcovery of the nature and glory of
she true God lies at the foundation of all. This
alone can produce falutary convi&ions of fin ; for
how can we know what fin i§, till we know him
againft whom we have finned. The fame thing
only will point-out the difference between real
convition, and fuch occafiot:al fears as never go
farther than a fpirit of bondage.

In fupport of this, you may obferve, that in

. feripture, thofe who are in a’ natural or uncon-

verted ftate, are often defcribed as lying in a ftate
of ignorance or-darknefs. - They are faid to be
fuch as knbw not God : - % Howbeit then when’
¢« ye knew not God, ye did fervice unto them
¢ which by nature are no gods *.” See alfo
the following defeription : ¢ Having the under-

- ¢ flanding darkened, being alienated from the

< life of God, through the i ignorance. that is in
¢ them, becaule of the blindhefs of rhelrhearts +.7

"Agreeably ta this, the change produced in them

is reprefented as giving them light or undérﬂ:and-
ing, in oppofition to their former ignorance ;
¢ to gpen thejr eyes, and to turn them from
¢ darknefs to light, and from the power of Sa-
¢ tan unto God . But if our gofpel be hid, it

* Gal.iv.8,  + Eph.iv. 18, 1 Adts xxvi, 18.
- : [ ls
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4s"bid to them that are loft, in whom the god
¢ of this world hath blinded‘the minds of them
¢ which believe not, left the light of the glo-
¢ rious gofpel of Chrift, who is the image of
¢ God, fhould fhine unto them.—For God, who
¢ commanded the light to fhine out of darknefs,
¢ hath fhined in our hearts, to give the light of.
. the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
« of Jefus Chrift *.” In this way is the matter
,reprefented in fcripture, much -more frequently
.than is commonly obferved ; and, as the under-
flanding is the leading faculty in our nature, itis
‘but.reafonable to f{uppofe that the change fhould
begin there, by a difcovery of the pature apd
glory of God,. as the foundation of all that js aE-—
terwards to follqw.. - |~ ,
This will be further cvxdent, 1f we reﬂc& up-
"on the actount ‘formerly given, and fufﬁcxcntly
fupported from the holy fcriptures, of the nature
.of this change, That it confifts in a fupreme re-
.gard to the glory of God, and an habitual pre-
vailing defire of his favour.. To this it is abfo-
lutely neceflary, as a preliminary, that there. be
:a difcovery of the real nature and tranfcendent
glory of God. How can any man have that as
the chief and leading motive of action, which he
~doth not underftand-? How can any man have
that as the fupreme objeét of defire, which he

~

-~

o3

‘. ®#2Cor, {v. '*, 6. to
doth
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doth not know? Neither of thefe is_poflible s
there muft, therefore, be fome fuch difcovery as
-I have mentioned above. Itis true, this is but
imperfe&t at firft ; there will be in the truly re-
generate a growing difcovery of the glory of
God, as well as a growing delight in him, as its-
confequence: yet there muft be fome view of his
-natyre, #s the beginning of the change, and the
ground-work of every holy difpofitien. ‘
_ This -difcovery ‘of God implics two things,
-which, as they are both neceffary, fo they de-
ferve our particular attention ; and it is not im-
proper to diftinguith- carefully the one from the
.other. 1. It muft be a difeovery of his real na-
ture. 2. A difcovery of the worth and excellence
of his nature, whxch ns, properly {peaking, the
glory of God.-

1. It muft bea d1(‘covery of the real nature of
God. He muft be feen to be juft fuch a Being’

-as he really is, and no falfe or adulterated image"

-muft be placed in his room, or adored in his fead.
Hec muft he feen in his fpiritual nature, as al-
-mighty in his power, unfearchable in his wifdom,
inviolable in his truth ; but, above all, he muft
be feen as infinite in his holinefs and hatred of
fin, as impartial in his juftice, and determined to
punifh it. Such is the fcripture reprefentation
of God, as  glorious in his holinefs.—Evil can-
* not dwell with him, and finners canpot ftand

[ in
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%< in his prefence.” It is'the error of the wicked"
"to fuppofe the contrary; and, indeed, it is the,
. very fource of wickednefs to deny the being, or
to deny ‘the holinefs of God ; and thefe amount
- much to the fame thing. ¢¢ Wherefore doth the
¢ wicked contemn God ; he hath {aid im his heart
¢ thou wilt not require it ¥.—The fool hath
¢ faid in his heart, There is no God +.~Thefe
¢ things thou baft done, and I kept filence;
¢ thou thoughteft that I was altogether fuch an
“ one as thyfelf, but I will reprove thee, and
¢ fet them in order before thine eyes 1.”
- God muft be feen as he is reprefented in his
ewn word, which is the only rule of faith, the
pillar and ground of truth, This is a matter of
the - gmateﬁ importance, which, I am forry to
fay, is in this age very feldom. attended to, bat
which is moft mamfeﬂly and undeniably juft. If
God is not feen in his real nature, as he i is in
truth, he can never be acceptably ferved. .If a
wrong or falfe charalter of God is formed, no
worthip we can offer to h:m, no love or refpe&
we can bear to him is genuine ; or rather, to:
fpeak more proparly, our fervice and attachment
is, in that cafe, wholly mifplaced, and not di-
rected to him at all, but fomething elfe-is loved,
honoured, and ferved in his room. I befeech the
ferious reader to obferve, what:an unfpeakable

# Pal, x, 33, 4 Pfal, xiv. 1, 1 Pfal. L 2r. |
" Jjealoufy
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jealoufy God difcovered under the Old Tefta-

. ment dlfpenfatxon, as to the purity of his wor--
thip, and what a' heinous crime all idolatry was’
efteemed. How great was the divine difpleafure’

at the making and worfhipping the golden calf,

although it is very probable Aaron only intended
" _to reprefent the true God, by the fame fymbol .

they had feen in Egypt? Did not this belong to’

the fubftance, and not only to the circumftances of -
~ religion? Is it not then equally interefting under

the New Teftament as under the Old? Was the
unchangeable God fo much difpleafed at giving
him a falfe name, and will he not be equally dif-
pleafed with thofe who attribute to him a falfe
nature?

As this truth ferves to explain the natire and

rife of regeneration, fo it alfo receives particular
light and evidence itfelf from what has been faid
in the preceding parts of this fubje®. Regenera-

“tion confifts in having the image of God again

drawn upon the heart ; that is, its being carried
out to the fupreme love of God, and delight in’
him : or, in'other words, brought to the fupreme
love of, and delight in, perfe&t goodnefs and
immaculate holinefs. When this is the cafe, the
finner is renewed, he again bears the image of
God, which he had loft, he is again fitted for the
prefence -of God, from which he had been ex-
pelled. Butif he has wrong notions of God, ' if

‘he -
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he takes him to be. effcntially different from what
he really is, he ferves not the true God atall, he
bears not his image, he delights not in his fel-
lowthip, he is unfit for his prefence. If religion
confifts in a divine nature, fuch a perfoTi does not
poflefs it, unlefs there are more Gods than one.
There may, indeed, be an alteration in him, he
may have transferred his allegiance, and changed '
his mafter, for idols arc many, but he is nat
brought unto God; and, folong as God is im-~

" mutable, his happinefs is impoffible.

~ I can recollet nothing that is worth notice as
an obje&tion againfl this, but that our knowledge
of God, at any rate, is extremely lmperfe& and
defe&xve. It is fo to be fure, while we are in this
world ; nay, probably, it will be fo to all eter-
nity : for ¢¢ who can by fearching find out God ?.
“ Who can find out the Almighty unto perfec-
¢ tion? It is high as heaven, what can we do ?
¢ Deeper than hell, what can we know? The
¢ meafure -thereof is longer than the earth, and
‘ broader than the fea *.” But there is a great
difference between the imperfe@ion of our know-
ledge of God, and forming conceptions of him
that are fundamentally wrong. There is a great
difference between having weak and inadequate
ideas of the truth, and believing or aamg upon

the oppofite fa]fhood Unlefs. this is admitted,

‘Jobn.7,8,9. : vl
we
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we fhall’ never fee the unfpeakable advantage
which the Jews enjoyed over the Gentiles, ¢ be-
* caufe to them were committed the oracles of
¢ God ;” nor indeed fhall we fee the worth and
beauty of the ancient difpenfation in general. It
was one uniform difplay of this great and impor-
tant truth, which is delivered with fo much ma-
jefty by God himfelf: ¢ I am the Lord, that is
% my mame, and my glory will I not give to ano-
¢ ther, neither my praife to graven images.” -
Neéither is this at all relaxed under the New Tef-

tament. The importance of ¢ holding the truth
a5 it is in Jefus”——of ¢ holding faft the form

¢ of found words”—and ¢ keeping the truth,”

_is often declared, as well as that ¢¢ no'li€ is of the

¢¢ truth,” And no wonder that in this pure and
fpiritual conftitution, it thould be neceflary to
have clear and diftin& views of him who is ¢ the
s¢. Father of fpirits.”

Thus I hope it appears, that, in order to a
faving change, there muft be a difcovery of the
real nature of the.one only, the living and true
God. Before we proceed: further, let me-ob-
ferve that hence may be feen, in the cleareft
light, ‘the danger both of ignorance, and error.

1. Of ignorance. It is plain that thofe who .
are grofsly ignorant muft be unrenewed. ‘Thole
who do not know God, cannot poﬂ'ibly love him.
Do you not now fee the nieaning and weight of

the
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thié frong language of fcripture, where we are
6ld the heathen nations were fitting ¢ in dark-

¢ nefs, and in the region and fhadow of death ?”
" What force fhould this give to the prayers fo
often offered up, ‘both in public and in private,

~* that the “ name” of God may be * hallowed,”

and his kingdom come? How much fhould it add
to the zeal and diligence, efpecially of thofe who
are appointed to watch for the fouls of others?
What concern thould it give them, left any un-
der their immediate infpeCtion ¢ fhould perifh for
« lack of knowlcdge. It is indeed furprifing
fo think, what grofs ignorance prevails at prefent
among many, notwith@fanding the excellent op-
portumues of inftruétion which they have in their -
offer.* Nay, even among thofe who are inftructed
in feveral branches of human fcience, it is afto-
nifhing to think what ignorance there is of every
thing that relates to rehgton
. If accident "or curiofity has brought this dif-
courfe into the ‘hands of any fuch, let me intreat
their attention for a little. I befeech you to think:
upon, and tremble at your ftate. You may have .
fome Tort of a nomunal belief of an unfeen, unin-
telligible being, called God, while you know
neither ¢ what you fpeak, nor whereof you af-
& firm.” You may perhaps ‘have heard, or ra-
ther in our hippy native country you cannot but
havc heard of Chrift Jefus, the Son of God,
1. ftiled
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ftiled often the Saviour of finners ; but you ¢ know.
« peither the Father nor the Son,” You knpw
got God as Creator, nor, by confequence, your..
<obligations ‘and duty to him, or your apoftacy
and departure from both. You know not what,
4in is, and, therefore, you “cannot know 3 Sa- -
wiour, If ever you come to true religion at ally
nght w&ll break in upon you in your darknefs,,
‘you will no more be able to forget, God, he will
follow you into your fecret chambers, he will
come home upon you, and affault you, as ig
-were, with the reahty of his prefencc, with the
“fan&ity and purity of his nature, and the ternblq
,majeﬁy of his power. O how great is the effect
of a real difcovery of the divine glory, whethc:
in the word, or by the providence of God ; to a
faint or to a finner. Hear how Job expreﬂ'es
himfelf. < I have heard of thee by the hearing
4 of the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee, .
s wherefore I abhor myfelf, and repent in.duft
4¢ and athes *.” We have the fame thing wel]
defcribed by the prophet Ifaiah, as the effect of-
‘divine power in defolating Judgmqms <« Enter
4 inte the rock, and hide thee in the duﬁ, for
«¢ the fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his .
«¢ majefty. The lofty looks of man fhall be
¢¢ humbled, and the haughtinefs.of men fhall bg
4 bowed down, .and .the Lord alone fball be ex~
# Job xlii, 5, 6 -
< alted
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““ alted-in that day.—And they thall go into the

¢¢ holes of: the rocks, and inte the . caves of the-

< earth; for. fear of the Losd, and for the glory

. ¢ of his majelty, ‘When he arifeth. ts fhake ter-.
¢ ribly the easth. In that: day a man fhall cak
¢ his idols, of filver, and his.idols of gold, which -
¢ they made each one for himfelf to worthip, to-
¢ the moles.and to the. bats, to go inta the clefig:
¢ of the-rocks, amd into the tops of the rapged-
¢ rocks,. fon fear of. the Lord, and for the glory:
¢ of his majefty,. when he arifeth to fhake:tere.
*¢ ribly. the earth +.”*" So.foon as it pleafes God

" te open your eyes upon himfelf, - with: whem you >

hawve to do, 'it. will humbla you in the dafl; iy

will difcover. your: damger, it will- make re-:

demption precious ¢0 yau, and the: name dﬁ' R

Saviour unfpeakahly dear. ‘

- 2.. The: fame thing Thews the danger of ‘error, -

. as well as; ignorance. Among many. loofe andi
perniciaus, priaciples, which are zealoufly fpread; -
and. blindly embraced in this. age, one of the mioft:
prevailing and dangerous is, the inmoceace of.»

_error. ‘¢ 9, fay fome;. every. man:i&_te.enqninen :
< freelyy. and.each will embrace what appears to
¢ him tocbe. the truth, Itis no matter what i
¢ man believes, if his life be good. Evemhe:wlho
¢« miftakes, -may be a5 aceeptable to. God: as hig :
<« oppofite, if he is equally fincere.” Now therei

- Malaky ii,. 36, 11, 195 20, PY VORI
la
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is no doubt, that liberty to enquire freely is an-
ineftimable blefling, and impartiality in religious

enquiries an indifpenfible duty. But the above
maxim beécomes. falfe and dangerous by ‘being
carried an exceflive length 5 and it is carried to

this’ excefs by the favdur of two fuppofitions,

which are falfe and groundlefs. The maxim is

applied frequently to juftify an open and virulent

oppofition to. the moft important truths of the

gofpel ; nay, fometimes, even a denial of all re-

ligion, natural and revealed. To be able to ap-
ply it thus, itis neceffary to fuppofe that falfe

opinions will have as good an influence upon the

heartastrue. If this is the cafe, the boafted pri-
vilege of free enquiry is not worth having, and

all the labour beftowed on the fearch of ‘truth is.
entirely thrown away. Another fuppofition con-

tained in the above maxim is, That a perfon may

be as fincere in embracing grofs falfhoods, as in
adhering to the truth.  If this be true, our Crea-
tor hath not given us the means to diftinguifh the -
one from the other, which is the higheft impeach-
ment both of his wifdlom and geodnefs.

- Such perfons do not confider, that a corrupt’
inclination in the heart brings a bials on the

‘judgment, and -that when men do not ¢¢ like to’

“¢ retain God in their knowledge,” he frequently,
in his righteous judgment, gives them up toa
reprobate mipd. . Nay; when they reject his

s 1 truth -
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-truth from an inward hatred of its purity, he is
-faid to fend them <_ftrong delufions,” as in
the following paffage : ¢ Becaufe they received
«¢ not the love of the truth, that they might be
" ¢¢ faved, for this caufe God thall fend them ftrong
“¢¢ delufion, that they fhould believe z lie, th.xt
- ¢ they all might be damned who believed not
the truth, but had’ pleafure in unrighteouf-
¢ nefs ®*.” But the nature of regeneration wilt
ferve, in a pecultar manner, to fhew the danger
. of error. If men form wrong notions of Gedy_
if they love and worfhip, and refemble 2 falfe
God, they cannot be renewed, they are not like,
and therefore are unfit for the prefence of, the
true. . Be not deceived, he cannot deny him-«
felf, and therefore % there is no felowfhip of
#¢ righteoufnefs with unrighteoufnefs, no com-
“«¢. munion of light with darknefs, no concord of
. ¢¢ Chrift.with Belial +.””

I muft here, to prevent miftakes, ‘obferve that
this ought, by no means, to be extended to dif-
ferences of fmaller moment, - under which I rank:

- all thofe which reghrd only the externals of reli-

- gion. Iam fully convincéd, that many of very

different parties and denominations are building

upon the ene ¢ foundation laid in Zion” for &

finner’s hope, and that their diftance and aliena-

tion from one another in affe&tion, is very much:
® 2 Theff, ii, 10, 11, 12. + 2/ Cor, vi. 14 15

Iz ’ to
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to be regretted. Many will not meet together
on earth for the worthip of God, who fhall have
but one temple, where all the faithful, ¢¢ from

. . % the eaft, and from the weft, from the north,

. « and from the fouth, fhall fit down with Abra-
o« ham, and Ifaac, and Jacob in the kingdom
‘«¢ of their” eternal ¢ Father.” "But, after all, I
muﬂ: needs alfo believe, that it is poﬁble to make
thipwreck of the faith. This appears plainly
from the following, as well as many other paf-

fages of feripture: ¢ But there were falfe pro-
¢« phets alfo among ‘the people, even as there
‘st fhall be falfe teachers among you, who privily
“ ﬁmll bring in damnable herefies, even deny-
* jng the Lord that bought them, and brigg
“ upon therafelves fwift defisulion ., If apy
" take up falfe notions of Ged, ar expe& fandii-

- cation and ctemal life in:any other way than he

"hath pointed out in his word, though they may

. now build their bope .on a fond imagination

that he is fuch am one as themfelwes, they fhall

at laft meet with a dreadful difappointment jin
thxs awful featence, . *¢ Depart from sme, 1 know
 “ ye, not, ye; wotkmof iniquity.”

‘z?et..u.x-

SECT.
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 SECT I |
‘Iberr mufl be a difcovery of the infinide glory of God..

I N the fecond place,As there muft be a difco~-
very of the real nature, fo alfo of the infinite’
glory of God. He muft not only be feen to be
juft fucha Being 45 he really”is, but there muft:
be a fenfe of the infinite worth, beauty, and per--
“fe@ion of his chatalter. Thefe two things,
though intimately conne&ted, are yet fo diftin&t:
‘from one another, as to deferve to be &parately
‘eonfidered. ‘The firft is neccﬂ‘ary, but it is not
fufficient alone, or by itfelf.. There can be no-
true feligion, unlefs there be a difcovery of the-
‘yeal nature of Ged. But: though there be ‘a:
“knowledge of What God is; unlefs there be alfo-
4 difcovery of the excellerice and glory of this ng--
“ture, he can never be the obje& of efteem and"
tove. It is one thing to know, and another to-
approve ; and, whilft this laft is not:the cafe, -
whatever we may know or affirm, or be perfuaded
of, with relation to the Supréme Being, we de:
not know him to be Gop, nor ean poffibly glo-
5ify him as God. This momentous truth we
may furely comprehend, by what is analogous-

© to it in our experience, bétween created natures. -

Speculative knowledge and love are by no nfeans :
) mleparablep Men may truly know many things -
14 . which.
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‘which \hey fmcerely hate ; they may hate them:
even becaufe they know them :: and, when this
is the cafe, the more they know them they will
‘hate them with the greater vitulence and rancour.
‘This not anly may, but always .muft take place,
“when natures are oppolite one to another, the
“one finful, for example,.and the other holy. The
more they are known, the more is their mutual
"hatred flirred up, and their. perfect oppoﬁtioh to
each other becomes, if not more vwlent, at Jeaft
"more fenfible. '

We have littlé reafon to doubt. that the fallen
“angels, thofe apoﬁatc fpirits,. have a great degree
of fpcculanve knowledge. I would not, mdeed,
take upon me to afirm that they are free from.
error and miftake of every kind, yet it feems
highly probable that they have a clear, though,
at the fame. time, a terrible apprehcnﬁon of
¢ what” God is ; for they have not the fame op-
portunities, or the fame means of deceiving them-
felves, that we have in the prefent ftate. But do.
they love him, or fee his excellence apd glory ?
Very far from it. They believe and tremble ;-
they know God, and blafpheme. The more
they know of him the more they bate him; that
is to fay, their inward, native, habitual hatred
is the more ftrongly excited, and the more fep-
fibly fele. ‘ -

The
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The cafe is much the fame with fome finners,
~when firft awakened, and it continues ta be the
fame fo long as they are kept in bondage and ter-
sor. They have an awful view of the holinefs
-of God’s nature, of the ftrictnefs of his law, and
the greatnefs of his. power. This is diretly le-
.velled againft their own corrupt inclinatidns, and
carries nothing with it but a fentence of condeme
nation againft them : ¢ Curfed is every one that
¢ continueth not in all things which are written
£¢ in the book of the law, to do them *.” This
brings forth their enmity, which before, perhaps,
Jay hid. It is remarkable, that fome perfons. of
Joofe. and diforderly lives, will fometimes :main-
tain, at ftated feafons, a profeflion of piety. So-
leng as they can keep their conlciences ftill-and: -
guiet by general indiftin& notions of God, as very
eafy and gentle, no way inclined to puaifh, . they
think of him without averfion, nay, will-go:
through- fome outward forms with apparent fap
tisfaltion and delight. Their notion: of divine
mercy is not a readine(s to pardon the greateft
finner on repentance, but a difpofition o!in-.
‘dulge the finner, and wink at his- continuance’
in tranfgreffion. - No fooner are fuch perfons
brought to a difcovery of the real charater of a-

“holy God, than their thoughts of him are enr

tirely changed, They have gloomy: views of i~

,* Gal. jii. 1p,-
Ils nature,
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~nature, and harth thoughts of his providence ;
shey ffret at she friCtnefs of his law, and, .as far
-as they dare, complain of the tyranny of his go-
-vernment. ‘Fheir {entiments are the fame with
ithofe expxdfful by the men of Beththemefh:
- Who js able to fland before this hely Lord
- #¢.God, and to ‘whom fhall he go upfnom
4 ais®>

: I cannot help obferving, ‘that here ‘we .are, if
d.may fpeak fo, at the very fountain-head of er-

sor. What.is. it elfe that makes many frame to

themfeives mew and fattering fchemes of religion,
 ithat makes them imagine a God o extremely dif-
ferent fvom . that holy Being he is reprefented in
s ewn word? When men will aot conform
itheir praice to the principles of pure and unde-
‘hled religion, they fearce ever fiil to endeavoue
+8 accammodate religion to their own pra&ice.
JAre there not many who cannot enduse the re-
-pucﬁmumn of God as holy and jealows, whick
. 3sgivenus in foriptare ! With what violence do
hey oppofe themfelves to it by carnal reafonings,
and give it the moft odious and abominable
wames ? The reafon is plain. Such a view of

God-fets the oppofition of their own hearts 0.
dim ia the ftrongeft light. Fwo things oppofite

n their nature cannot be approved at.once,. and,,
ahcrefore, the.confequenceis,-God of themfelves

& 3Sam, ¥ 2b, ‘
Lot - muft

-
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‘muft ‘be held in abhorrence. . But we have rea--
fon to blefs God, that their refiftance to the -
“truth is-only a new evidence and illuftration of
it, fhewing that ¢ the carnal mind is enmity -
¢ againft God; for it is not {ubjeit to thg -
¢ law of God neither indeed can be *.” Angi :
as this enmity to God difcovers -itfelf in oppoy -
Aition to_his truth on- earthy. it. wil become

much more violent, when -further refiftance is -
impoffible.. When an unregenerate finner enters -
wpon a world ‘of fpirits, where he has 2 mucb :
clearer.fight.and greater fenfe.of what God is, .
his inherent: enmity works to perfetion, and he .
) Mafphemes like thofe devils-with whom he muﬂ:-

for ever dwell..
" From all this it will” evndtntly appeary tha’:: .

there muft be a difcovery of the glory and beauty
of:the divine nature; an entire approbation of
every: thing in- God as perfeétly right and abfo- :
Jutely fauldlefs. . It is felf evident, that wnhout
this, there cannot be a. {'upremc love to- God, in
which true religion pfoperly ¢onfifts ; -no mans:
<an love that which doth not’ appear to be Jovely,-
ButI further add, that this:is abfolutely necef-
fary to the very ’eegmnmg of the change, oF.
the foundation on..which it is built. It is'ne.-
ceflary, 'in order to-any genuine, ‘falutary’ €on=-

\q&lons bf fin,, What -is it elfe but 2 thfco-—

- #Roma ¥ifi, 7,° i

16 wery:
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very of the fpotlefsholmefs, the perfe&t excellence, ‘

and iofinite amiablenefs of the divine nature,
that humbles a finnerunder a fenfe of his breaches
of the divine law? -Without this, theré may
be a fenfe of weaknefs and fubjeftion, but ne-
ver-a fenfe of duty and obligation, Without
this, thete may be a fear of wrath, but there ¢an-
not be a hatred of fin. ~

This feems dire@ly to lead to the next great
Ttep in a faving change, viz. a convition of fin
and miferyn  But before we proceed to point
~ ‘out the progrefs of convifion, it will not be
dmproper to take notice of a few truths which

refult from what hath been already faid. This
is the more neceflzry, that erroneous or defec- -

tive views of religion are commonly occaﬁonell
by fome miftake in the foundation.

. 1. The neceflity of regeneration itfelf appears
with peculiar force, from what hath been faid
on this part of the fubje®. There muft be a
1eal inward change of heart, before there cam

Abe any true rellglon. If the moral excellence ’

of the divine nature muft be dxfcovered, if God
muft be feen as glorious in his holinefs, the
heart and temper muft be changed as well as the
life. Nothing is more plain from the holy
fcnptures, than that ¢ the natural man ser
¢ ceiveth not the things of the Spmt of God ”
and it is equally plam from gxperience and the

nature
)8
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nature of the thmg While men continue in
'the love of fin, it is impoffible that they fhould
fee the beauty of} infinite holinefs. So long
as they love fin, they muft hate holinefs, which
" s its oppofite, .and notlefs contrary to it than
1|ght is to darknefs. ‘Therefore, all reftraint
"upon our outward converfation, all zeal and di-
‘llgence in expenfive rites and ceremonies ; all
duties of whatever kind that arife from fear, or
“other external motives, are of no confequence,
till the temper and inclination of the heart is
entirely renewed.

: 2. From what hath been faid, we may plamly
‘perceive, that regeneratlon from firfl to'laft muft
be afcribed to the agency of the Holy Ghoft. It
muft be the effe® of divine grace, and the work
of foverengn powér. "Let not any creature be un-
willing to ftand indebted for his new creatlon
‘to the Author of his firlt being ; ¢ for of hlm,-
< and through him,-and to him, are all thmgs*‘i »
“While man ls in bis natural ftate, he is an ene-
my to God in hrs mind by wicked works. The
difcoveries that are made to him of the real na-
ture of God in his works and in his wbrd
while he continues in this difpofition, are not
amiable but hateful. Nay, he is fo far from
loving him as his father, that he fears him as
his enemy. This fear will dlfcover itfelf oné
. S .Rcm.xl. 36. '

. N N “
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of thefe two ways Sometimes it will make the
‘finner fly from God, cat inftru&ion behind his.

back, and increale unto more ungodlinefs, till
natural confcience is feared and infenfible. How

many there are of this kind,” whom owe crime.
only precipitates into another, experience: is a .
melancholy proof. Itis worth while at the fame-
time to obferve what intimations are given-us-in-

feripture, that this is the firlt and natural effed}.
of fin upon all, to drive them at. a.furtber dif-
“tance from God. Two inltances: of this: have-
_been given above. . Our fuft parents no fooner:

finned, than they fled and hid themfelves when

they heard God's voice. in the garden, .as impa-
tient of his approach: A fimilar refle&tion we
fee in the apoftle Peter,. on being witnefs.to ap
extraordinary effeét of his Saviour’s divine power :
« And when Simon - Peter faw it, he fell dowp

“3;‘“ at Jefus’ knees, faymg, Depart from me, for "

«-T am a finful map, O Lord*.” See another-

inflance of the fame kind.. "¢ And the whol;-
¢ multitude of the coun(ry of the Gadarencs»

& round about, befought him to. depant from-

) s¢ them, for they were.taken with great feart.2

Anothercommon ¢ffe&t of this natural fear, in
fome refpefls contrary.to- the ,former, is to dif
pofe-men to per-forq fome conﬁramed and hypo«r
critical fervices, m order to avond pubithment.

i" . .M‘;'o ’ f'Lukevmw
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“This is defcribed in the temper and conduét of
the children of Ifrael, as reprefented by the
-Pfalmift : ¢ When he flew them, then they
¢ fought him ; tirey seturned, and enquired early
¢ dfter God. And they remembred that God
<¢ was their Tock, and the high God their re-
<¢ deemer. Neverthelefs they did fatter him
‘« with their mouth, they lied unto him with.
<¢ their tongues; for their heart was not rigﬁt
% with hin, weither ‘were they ftedfaft in his
~<¢ covenant ®.” Hence it appears, that to a dif-
covery of the glory ‘and excellence that is in
 God, it is neceffary that we be in fome meafure:
<changed into the fame image. To fay that this.
~ §s the effe& of ‘our qwn -attempts and endea-
wours in the way of duty, without the con-
firaining . power of divine grace, is, when tho-
soughly examinied, 2 manifeft contradi@ion. If
perfons endeavour to force or oblige themfelves
30 love any one,_it is a fure fign that he is very
wunlovely in their eyes. Love cannot be ferced,,.
or rather to fpeak. m;e'propecly, forced love is
mot love atall. , In,a werd, it is our indifpen-
$ible duty to attend to every diftate of .con~
fcience, and to follow it fo far as it goes; bue
1 canriot- help thinking, that for afnner truly-
. and fincerely to defire a change of nature, woulg:
e an ‘evidence of a change begun Thcrefore,, .

o BE Nabilh, 34, 35 36, 370
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“till a finner get a fupernatural illumination, Be'
can never {ee the glory and beauty of the di-
vine chara@er. Before this, he may feck to pro-
pitiate God’s favouir, he may with to avoid his
wrath ; he may defire a change in God.for
‘his own fafety, but. he cannot be fatisfied with
him as he really is, It muft be the fame al-
.mlghty power, which brought the world out of
nothing into being, that muf} bring back the fin-
"ner from his rebellion and apoftacy, according
_to that promife, ev:dently applicable to the Savi-
our; ¢ ‘Thy people fhall be willing:in the day
s of thy power, in the beauties of holinefs *.”
‘Neithes is the fame thing, lefs clearly afferted in
the new ‘teftament ; ¢ For it is ' God which
¢ worketh in you, both- to will aad to do of
« his good pleafure +.”

. 3. Hence we may fee: wherein lxes the fun"-
damental- effential . difference between common
.or imperfe& convictions,. andithe effeCtual fanc-
tifying and faving influences of the Holy Ghoft.
The firft arife,from a view of the natural per=
fe&ions of God, from: a bellef of his’ power and
~ feverity, without any di{cavery of bhis righte-
pufnefs and glory. Therefore, however great 2
length they may proceed, however different or
oppofite their effelts may be, they never produce

"W Pfcx, 3.<'f -tPhul.u.r; )
' o " any
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'vany» real change in the heart..- It is of great

confequence to attend to this important difline-
sion ; for tho’ imperfe& cenviGtions fometimes
are entirély effaced, and are followed by no laft-
ing effe&t at all, yet it is often: otherwife. They
frequently preduce a counterfeit religion, which
not only continues for a time, but is carried
down by fome to the grave as a lie in their right-

.hand. Sorfubtle are the deceits of .fatan, that

there are many hollow forms of religion, net enly
upon a legal, but an evangelical bottom. I fhall -

-give -the reader a: fketch of the pnncxples and
- outlines of both.

There are fome legal hypocntcs. Awakened

“toa fenfe of their danger merely from. the ir-

refiftible  power of God, they fall 10 the ex-
ercife of repentance, and .hope that by doing
they may live. Hsnge the whole fyftem of bo-

- dily penance and mortification. Hence alfo fo

firong an attachment, in fome worldly perfons,
ta the external forms of religion, and vene-

ration. for the placcs of diviae worfhip. Being

now fomewlut more regular and decent in their

- ordinary carnage than before, they entertain a
_fond hope that all fhall be well. . In the mean

time, they are fo far from being reftored to the
image of God, ar being goveined by his love,
that all this.is a burden to them ; and indeed it

ig becaufe itisa burden, that they are fo prone

to
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to thirik it meritorious. Corilcience chiecks them,.
-and they_dure not run to the fame excels ‘with
others, or even repeat what they themfelves did
formerly ; and by this comparifon, cannot help
‘thinking they are in a ‘hopeful way. But did

fuch perfons refle& a little on the nature of God,

they would fee their error. They would learn,
that they are fo far from being renewed ‘in the
* fpirit of their minds, that whatever lengths they
-0y they are ‘dragged or. driven againft their
will} and, whénever ‘they can find a plaufible
-excufe, they are ready to withdraw their neck froin

the yoke. A juft view of the glory of God, and

 4he bbligation wpon every rational creature to love

and imitate him, would effeQually cure ‘thém
~of alt felf-righteoufnefs ‘and feTf-dcpendance 3
would lend thein to-bitnfelf and the grace trea-
fured op ‘in “his Son, to ¢ ‘work in them the
% whole good pleafure of his goodnefs, and
# the work of faith with power.”

On the ather hand, there are evangelical hy-
pocrites. ‘Thefe begin wpon the fame principles,.
and their views have the fame radkal defe& with

~ the former. - They are ‘awakened to a fenfe of
- -danger, and fometimes made to tremble thro’ fear
of divine judgments, but without any difcovery of

the glory and amiablenefs of the divine nature. Tf:

fuch perfons happen to live in a family or con-
gregation, where they hear much of the do&trihe
. ) ) ) ' of

mre as  ww e am  ma sw  wa e
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‘of redemption, it may have its place in their
- feheine. They may be fo convinced of their
‘-own manifald tranfgrefions, as to be fatisfied
to throw their guilt upon the furety, and rely-
on the'fufferings and death of Chrift, for deli-
verance from the wrath -of an offended God.
" Nay, I have not the leaft doubt that fome may,
by a confident prefumption, ‘imitate the faith
of God’s ele®; and believe that Chrift died
. for themfelves in particular. So long as this
+ perfuafion can maintam s ground, it may, and
- muftgive them great joy and fatisfa&ion. 'Who
. 'would not find -confolation ‘in thinking them-
- felves in fafety from divine wrath? Yet all this
. ‘while theyneverfee the evil-of finin itfelf, as an-
oppofitiom to the nature, and 2 breach of the ldw
of God. ‘They are never brought to love an in-
:ﬁnitely holy God in fincetity of heatt.” They
may love him, becafffe they fuppofe themfelves
- the peculiat objeéts Pf his love, with fome ob-
fcure, confufed, fenfual idea of the delights of -
heaven ; butthey know not ‘or confider not, the
mnature of -that falvation he hath provided for
his chofen.
All fuch love,’ it is plain, arifeth from a falfe
- confidence in their own ftate, and not from a’
* true knowledge of God. Their notions of God’s
love to them contain more of a partial indulgence
. to them as they are, ‘than of his infinite compal-

ﬂonz <

.
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- fion in forgiving what they have heen. .. The ef-
feQs of fuch religion are juft what might be ex-
pected from its nature, violent and paffionate

- for: a feafon, and commonly oftentatious; but
temporary and changeable. . Self-love lies at the
root, and ‘therefore, while they are. pleafed and
gratified, they will continue their’ profeffion of.

~ attachment ; but when felf-denial or bearing the

_crofs is required, they rejek the terms, they lofe -

their tranfporting views, and return to their fins.
. There are many examples of this, not only
. in fcripture, but in the hiftory of the chusch
. in every age. Many of thofe difciples who feemed:
gladly to embrace the do&rine, and highly to

_ honoyr 1he perfon of Chrift, when they heard”

. fome of the moft mortifying precepts, ¢ went
_ ¢ back and walked no more with him *.” -The
» c‘hara&cr is little different, -which we. ﬁnd de-

fcribed under ‘the image of the ﬂony ground

bearers, who ‘¢ having not root ir themfelves,
- %¢ when perfecution or tribulation arofe becaufe
" € of the word, by and by were offended.” I

~ hope this, with the explication above given of '

_its caufe, may be of ufe to account for fome ap-
" pearances in a time of the revival of religion.
" Perfons who feem to have the fame exercifes
" with real converts, yet afterwards fall away,
and “ return with the dog to_his vomit again,

' * ]o)m Vi, 694 .
' ¢ and
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<« and with the fow that ‘was wathed to her
¢« wallowing in the mire.” This gives occa-"
fion to adverfaries to fpeak reproachfully, and

is-greatly diftrefling to thofe who truly fear God+:
But would men carefully attend to what the hcly
. feriptures teach us to expe&, their furpnfe in
.all fuch cafes would ceafe. ¢ For it muft needs
¢¢ be that oﬁences muft come t.” And though
there are many counterfeits, there will ftill be

fufficient means to dxﬁmgm{h the gold from the .

‘drofs.

SECT. IIL
“There muft be a con'wﬁwn of fin and. ddnger. .

HE next great flep in a faving change, is

a deep humiliation of mind, and convi&ion
" of fin and danger. The abfolutc neceffity. of
this is very evident, and indeed gcnerally confe(-
fed. It is equally evident, whether we confider
the nature of the chanoe itfelf, the means of its
produ&:cn, or the motives to all future duty. 1€
an entire charige is neceflary, there muft be an
entire and thorougb diffatisfa&ion with, and dif-
approbauon of, our paft chara@®er and flate.
Whoever is pleafed.with his prefent charaler,
" will neither deﬁre, endeavour, nor even accept.
of a change If we confider the means of our
' xeeovery, by Jefus Chrift fuffering in the room’

. Matt. xvm. 7

of.
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-of finners, the-fame . thing will appear with in->
creafing evidence. Thofe-who are not humbled
aunder a fenfe of guilt and earruption, will treat
with great contempt & purchafed pardon andv -ai
cmcnﬁed Saviour. This our Lord himfelf often:
tells us in the plaineft tesms.. ¢ They that
¢ are wholeneed not a phyfician, but they that
¢ are fick, I came not to.call the righteous, -
¢ but finners to repentance®.” To thefe in-:
deed his invitation and call is, particularly ad-
dreffed : ¢ Come unto me, all ye that labaur, .
¢¢ and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft +.”
To the fame purpofe we fhall find many other
paflages, bothof the prophetic and apoftolic writ-
ings. The glad tidings of falvation are always-
dire@ed to, the humble, miferable, broken~
hearted, thirfty, perithing foul. Thus in the
prophet Ifaiah, ¢ Ho, every ope that thirfteth,
¢ come ye to the waters; and he that hath no
. & money, come. ye, buy and eat s yea,. come
¢ buy wine and milk, without money and with-
< out. pricel.” When Chrift entered on his
perfonal miniftry, he opened his commiffion in
the following terms. ¢¢ The.Spirit of the Lord
"¢ js upoh me, becaufe he hath anointed me
¢¢ to preach the gofpel to the poor; he hath
f‘ fent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach
* Luke v 31, g, .t Mattoxioage N Iv.owe
: ' ’ “ dee
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& deliverance to the captives, and recovering of
. ﬁ’gh; to the hlind; to fet at liberty them
¢ that are bruifed, to preach the acceptable
¢ year of the Lord %.” I fhall only mention
ane other paflage : ¢ And I will give to him
¢ that is athirft of the fountain of the water

» “ of life freely +.”,

~ From thefe. paflages, and many others in the
fame ftrain, it is evident beyond contradiGion,
that there muft be a deep humiliation of mind,
and fenfe of guilt. and wretchednefs, before: 2
finner can be brought unto God. This indeed

_ bath grdinarily been. confidered as the firft flep

towards converfian. In order to treat of it in
the moft clear, and.at the fame time.the mofd
ufeful manner, I fhall divideit into two branches,
and firft, confider what is. the trug and genuine
fource,of convi@ion.or forrow. for fin; and fe-
condly, te what degree it muft be, in order to a
faving change.

" Firft then, let us confider what is the true and

- genuine faurce of conviion and. forrow for fin.

And here we. may obferve in general, that, pros
perly fpeaking, there can be but two fources of
forrow or humiliation of mind at all, viz, feao

of fuffering, and fenfe of the evil and defert of

fin. Both thefe are found in true penijtents; and

it is their union and mutual influence that dif~
® Luke iv, 18, - % Rev, xxi. 6.

X . . tinguifbes
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tinguifhes repentance unto ' life * from ~ every
counterfeit. Many. have trembled ‘through fear’
of punifhmentfrom Ged, and been difmayed atthe
tokens of his prefence, who, notwithftanding,
lived and died &rangers to true religion, or any
faving change.” We fee that even Judas the
traitor to his Lord repented, confeffed his fin,
nay, did what he could to repair the wrong,
throwing ‘back the price of innocent blood 3 *and
yet hanged himfelf in defpair. The feripture
only further fays, he went into his own place;
but there have been few, if any, interpreters of
fcripture, who entertained any déubt’ ‘that it
.was the place of torment. We every day fee
shat occafional danger, or -the ‘apprehenfion of
immediate death, throws:fome into fits" of ter-
ror, extorts from them confeffions of guilt, or
promifes of amendment ; and yet, in a little
time thes' return to their former pralices, and
fin with the fame fecurity, and x'perhaps with

greater avidity than before” ' - :
. What is the effential defet of fuch feeming
penitents ? It is that they have no juft fenfe
. of the evil of fin in itfelf; they have no in-
waed cordial approbation of the holinefs of God’s
‘nature and law, or of the juftice of that fen-
tence of condemnation which “ftands written
againk -every tranfgreffor.  Here, O (;?hr‘li?i‘aﬁ,
P »‘7 . [ is'
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is the cardinal point on which true repentance
turns, and the reader may plainly perccive the
reafon and neceflity of what was formerly obferved,
that there muft be a dilcovery of the infinite
glory and amiablenefs of the divine nature.
Without this there may be a flavith terror,
but no true humiliation. It is only when a -
finner fees the unfpeakable majefty, the tranfcen-
dent glory, and infinite amiablenefs of the di-

vine nature, that he js truly, effeGually, and
unfeignedly humbled.

~ Oh /! that I could deliver this with proper force !
that I could writeand fpeak under an experimental
fenfe ofits truth! The finner then perceives how
infinitely worthy his Maker is of the higheft ef-,
teem, the moft ardentlove, and the moft unremicted
obedience. He then fees,that every mtelhgent crea-
ture, from the moft fhining feraph in the hea-
venly hoft, to the meaneft and moft defpifled-
" mortal worm, is under an infinite, eternal, un-
changeable obligation to love God with all his
heart, and ftrength, and mind. On this ac-
count he is convinced, that alienated affe@ion
and mifplaccd allegiance is infinitely finful, He
~ fees this obligation to be founded not merely nor
chleﬂy on the greatnefs of divine power, but
on the intrinfic inherent excellence of the divine
nature. Therefore he is perfuaded, that there
is not only danger in rebelling againft, or dif-

_ honouring
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honouring God, but a great and manifeft wrong
and injuftice in refufing to honour him. ~ This
{trikes him with a fenfe of his own guilt, and
the guilt of all thofe who live ¢ without God in
<¢ the world.” ,

At once to confirm and illuftrate this truth,
I muft make two' obfervations, which will be
found univerfally to hold, on the chara@er and
conduét of true penitents. 1ft, That they obtain a
new fenfe of the excellence and obligation of the
duties of divine worfhip, both public and pri-
vate. Before, they were apt to confider the du-
ties of worfhip as little more than the means of
religion ; that the fear of an invifible Judge might
be a bond upon the confcience, and keep men
from fraud and dithenefty, or from riot and fen-
fuality. They were cold and formal therefore
in their own attendance, and never heard any
{peak of joy or fenfible communion with God in
his fanctuary, but they were ready to exprefs
their deteftation of it as hypocrify, or their
contempt of it as enthufiafm and folly,

But now the language of adoration is in fome
meafure underftood, which had been wholly in-
fipid and without meaning before. They join
with the pfalmift in faying, ¢ Honour and ma-
¢¢ jefty are.before him, ftrength and beauty are
“ in his fanGuary. Give unto the Lord, O ye
~ ¢ kindreds of the people, give untp the Lord-
“ glory
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< glory and ftrength. Give unto the Lord the
<¢ glory due unto his name ; bring an oﬁ:ering,
¢ come into his courts. ‘O worthip the Lord in
“¢ the beauty of holinefs ; fear before him all the

¢¢ earth *,” See allo thefe elevated ftrains of

" praife, which, whether they are meant as the
«exercife of the church militant on earth, or the’
«church triumphant in heaven, are equally proper
here. <¢ And the four beafts had each of them

- %¢ fix wings about him, and they were full of
¢ eyes within; and they reft not day and night,

<* faying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord Ged al-

¢ mighty, which was, and is, and is to come.

¢¢ And when thofe beafts give glory, and ho-
<. nour, and thanks to him that fat on the throne,

¢t who liveth for ever and ever; the four and

< twenty elders fall down before him that fat on

¢«¢ the throne, and ‘worfhip him that liveth for

‘¢s ever and ever, and caft their crowns before
<< the throne, faying, Thou art worthy, O Lord,

¢¢ to receive: glory, and honour, and power; for

« ¢ thou haft created all things, and for thy plea-
© ¢ fure they.are, and were created +.” And to
—bie fame purpofe, ¢ And I beheld, and I heard
<< the voice of many angels round about the
“¢¢ throne, and the beafts, and the elders: and
& the number of them was ten thoufand times

~

* Plal, xcvin 6, 7, 8, Q. + Rev,iv, 8, 9, 10,171,
K a2 “ ten
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<« ten thoufand, and thoufands of thoufands s
~ ¢ faying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb-
<¢ that was flain, to receive power, and riches,
¢ and wifdom, and {trength, and honour, and
<¢ glory, and blefling. Andevery creature which
“¢ js in heaven, and on the earth, and under the
¢ earth, and fuch as are in the fea, and all that
%¢ are in them, heard I, faying, Blefling, and
¢ honour, and glory, and power beunto him
* ¢ that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the
“¢ Lamb for ever and ever *.” Nay, a true pe-
ritent “begins to fee the beauty even of the di-
wine fovcrezgnty, that all things belong to God,’
and therefore it is moft fic that all things fhould
be fubje&t to him, according to that ftrong and
beautiful paflage : “ And the four and twenty
<¢ elders which fat before God on their feats, felt
< upon their faces, and worfhipped God, fay-
«¢ ing, We give thee thanks, O Lord God al-
“¢ mighty, which art, and watft, and art to come,
¢ becaufe thou haft-taken to thee thy great
4 power, and haft reigned +.”

The other obfervation 1 am to make is, that
a true penitent always acquites the deepeft ab-
horrence of that atrocious, tho’ prevailing fin,
of profaning the name of God in common dif- -
ccurfe.  There are many perfons, not otherwife

® Rev. v, 17, 12, 13 + Rev, xi, 16, 17. -
the
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the moft abandoned, who have no juft fenfe of
the heinoufnefs of this fin: and as it is not dis
rectly levelled againft the temporal intereft of our
neighbours, it is far from being gencrally fo
fcandalous and difhonourable as it ought to be.
Such religion or virtue as is founded on worldly
principles and views, may ealily confift with its
continuance ; but hec who is convinced of the
evil of all- fin, as rebellion againft, and difobe-
~ dience to God, will fee the horrible guilt and
impiety that attends this abominable pra&ice.
That religion which is the work of God’s holy
Spirit, and confifts in the recovery of his loft
image, will: never be able to bear fo diret a vio-
lation of his facred authority, fo unprovoked an
infult upon his honour and glory:

A fear of punifhment then we have feen,
without a fenfe of the evil of fin in itfeif, is not
fufficient. Let me now add, that this difcovery of
the evil of fin in itfelf, muft increafe our fear of
punithment, by fhewing it to be juft. A fear.of
punifbment while alone, always tempts the finner
to fearch about on all' hands for arguments againft
that fuffering, the juftice of which he cannot
perceive. Hence infidelity of heart and fecret
fuggeftions, that furely- it cannot be that God
will punith as he hath faid. Hence blafphemous
‘impatience. Hence rifing thoughts and rebellion

K3 azainft
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againft God, even while under his rod ; fuch as
are defcribed by the prophet Hofea : ¢¢ And they
¢¢ have not cried unto me with their heart when:
¢¢ they howled upon their beds *.” Nay, hence
fometimes the bittereft profefled infidels among
- thofe, who have been brought up in ‘the know-
ledge of the truths of the gofpel, while they
* have never feen their beauty, or felt their power.
" But fo foon as there is a difcovery of the glory of
God, and the univerfal and perfet obedience due
from all to him, this throws a new light on the to-
kens of a divine difpleafurc againtt fin, in the works
of creation and providence. This carries home,
with irrefiftible_force, all the threatnings of the
wrath of God againft finners in his word. Their
juftice is then deeply and inwardly felt, and the
finner begins to wonder at the patience of along-
- fuffering God, that has not long ere now made -
him a monument of vengeance.

The fame view it is that not only begins, but
carries on and compleats genuine convictions of
fin, that filences all objeQtions, and refutes the
reafonings of the carnal mind., Every fincere
convert will have, in a greater or leffer degree,
the evidence in himfelf, that his change is of fo-
vereign grace. He will probably be able to re-
colle& in how many inftarices his mind fet itfelf

to oppofe, and was at pains as it were to colle&
' # Hofea vii, 144

and -

[ERY
'
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and mufter up every objeétion againft the obli~
gation and [an&ion of the law of God. The ob~
jeltions are raifed, firft, againft the neceflity or
benefit of obedience, and then againft fuffer-
ing for difobedience, till all are borne down by
the fame almighty power which fpake and it way-
done, and which can € lead captivity captive.” [

_ cannot propofe to enumerate all the objellions,
or rather, all the forms, in which objc&ions may
arife in the finner’s mind, when ftruggling againft
convi€ion; but I fhall mention a few of them,
and fhow what it is that muft put them to filencé.

1. Perhaps the finner will fay, alas! why fhould
the law be fo extremely rigorous, as to infift
upon "abfolute and finlefs obedience? Hard in-
deed, that it will'admit not of any trarifgreflion,:
any omiffion, the leaft flip, or failing or fralltys:
but pronounceth- fo fevere a fentence, ¢ Cyrfed
t¢ is every one that continueth not in all things
* which are written in the book of the law to-
¢ do them *.” . But confider, I pray you, what.
is the law; and who is the author of {the law.
The fum of all the commandments of the law is,-
v To love the Lord your: God with all your-
¢ heart, with-all your foul, with all your mind,-
< and with all your ftrength.” Is this unrea-
fonable? or, is it too much ? Is he not infinite~

‘#°Gal, ki, 104

K 4 ly
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ly amiable, and abfolutely perfect? Is he not
the juft and legitimate objeé of fupreme love ?

_Isniot every defe@t of love to God effentially fin-

ful ? and can it be otherwife confidered? He is
a God of truth, who will not, and who cannot
li. He muft therefore affert his own majefty
and right, -and fay, as in the prophet, ¢ Isthere
““ a (God befides me ? yea, there is no God ; I
¢ know not any *.” A difcovery of the glory
of God at once filences this objection, and fhows

_that he afks but his due; and as he is the un-

changeable God, any abatement in the demands
of the law not only would be unreafonable, but
is in truth impoflible.

2. Again, the finner will perhaps fay, ¢ But
¢ why fhould the fentence be fo fevere! The
¢ Jaw may be right in itfelf, but itis hard, or -
¢ even impoflible for me. I have no ftrength :
¢ T cannot love the Lord with all my heart, I
¢ am altogether infufficient for that which is
¢¢ good.”” Oh thatyou would but confider what
fort of inability you are under to keep the com-
mandments of God ! Is it natural, or is it mo-
ral? Isit really want of ability, or is it only
want of will? Is it any thing more than the de-
pravity and corruption of your hearts, which is
itfelf criminal, and the fource of all actual tranf{-

* I alv. 8
greflions ?
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greffions ? Have you not natural faculties, an un-
derftanding,will, and affetions, a wonderful frame
of body, and a variety of members? What is it
that hinders them all from being confecrated to
God ? Are they not as proper in every refpect for
his feivice, as for any bafer purpofe? When you
are commanded to love God with all your heart,
this furely is not demanding more than you can
pay : for if you give it not to him, you will give
it to fomething elfe, that is far from being.fo de-
ferving of it.
The law then is not impofhible, in a frik
and proper fenfe, even to you, Let me next afk
. you, Is it unreafonable ? Does he afk any more
than all your hearts ? and are they not his own ¢
Has he not made them for himfelf? If not, let
any rival rife up and plead his title to a fhare ?.
Does he afk any more than that you fhould love
" him fupremely? and is he not every way worthy
of your love? If he commanded you to love
what was not amiable, there would be reafon fcr
complaint. By tracing the matter thus to its.
fource, we fee the righteoufne(s and equity of
the divine procedure, and that the law of God is
eternal and immutable, as his own natute,
Whercfore ¢ let God be true, and every man a
¢ liar.” All the attetpts to impeach his con-
duét as fevere, only tend to fhow the obliquity

K . and
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and perverfenefs of the depraved creature, and
not to diminith the excellence of the all-glorious
Creator.

While men continue flaves to fin, it is abfurd
to fuppofe they fhould acquiefce in their Maker’s
authority : but fo foon as any petfon difcovers the
infinite amiablenefs of God, and his obligation to
love'and ferve him, his mouth will be immedi-
ately flopped, himfclf and every other finner
brought in inexcufably guilty. He will fee that
there is nothing to hinder his complance with
every part of his duty, but that inward averfion
to God, which is the very eflence of fin. It isof
no confequence what your natural powers are,
whether thofe of an angel or a man, a philofo-
pher or a clown, if foul and body, and fuch
‘powers as you have, are but wholly devoted to
God. Do you fay this is impoflible? where
‘then lies the impoffibility of it, but in your de-
praved inclinations ?

But we have not yet done with the objetions ;
the moft formidable of all is behind. Perhaps
the finner will fay, How unfortunate foever this
inclination may be, I b“rought it into the world
with me: I derived-it from my parents; it is
my very nature; I am not able to refift it. This
brings in view a fubje& far more extenfive than
to admit of being fully handled here. We may

‘ allo
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alfo eafily allow, that there is fomething in it be-
yond the reach of our limited capdcity: but
whatever be the nature and effe@s, or manner of

communicating original fin ; whatever be the ufe -
made of it, in accounting for events as a general °

caufe ; if ‘any voluntary agent hath nothing to
offer in oppofition to the ftrongeft obligation, but

that he finds himfelf utterly unwilling to obey, -

it feems to be an excufe of a very extraordinary -

kind. We are fure that no fuch excufe would"
be accepted by an earthly law-giver; nor have
we the leaft reafon to think, any more regard will -
be paid to it by him ¢ who judgeth righteoufly.”

In this, as in moft othet things, there is a-

wide difference between the fentiments of a hard -
cned and a convinced finner. ' The firft, wha
hath no juft view of the guilt of his aQual tran(-

grefions, is always prone to extenuate them, by °

introducing original fin as an excufe for his con-
_duct: but afinner, truly convinced of the evil

of his felt and experienced enmity againft God; -

makes ufz of his early and original depravity for
his further humiliation. Thus the pfalmift Da-
vid, when under the exercife of penitence for
the complicated crimes of adultery and murder,

exprefles himfelf as follows; ¢ Behold, I was -

¢¢ fhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother

¢ conceive me *.” In whatever way it was firft ~

¥ PLIL g,
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introduced, it is certain that all averfion and op-
pofition to God muft be evil in itfelf, and the
fource of mifery to him in whom it dwells ; for
all that ¢¢ are afar off from him” fhall certainly
perifh ; and all that continue unlike to him
muft depart from him. Without perplexing our-
felves with debates about the propriety or mean-
ing of the imputation of Adam’s firft fin, this
we may be fenfible of, that the guilt of all in-
herent corruption muft be perfonal, becaufe it is
voluntary and confented to. Of both thefe things,
a difcovery of the glory of God will powerfully
convince the finner. When he feeth the infinite
‘beauty of holinefs, and the amiablenefs of the
divine nature, he cannot forbear crying out of
himfelf, ¢ Woe is me, for I am undone, becaufe
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in
¢ the midft of a people of unclean lips { for mine
¢¢ eyes have feen the King, the Lord of hofts #.* -
As the impurity of his heart, fo the irregularities
of his life, will ftare him in the face : they never
appear fo hateful, as when brought into compari-
fon with the divine holinels ; and if he effay
¢¢. to juftify himfelf, his own mouth will con-
¢ demn him” as guilty from choice.
Once more, the fame view will effe&ually
confute, and fhew the vanity of, thofe preten-
fions wbnch are derived from our own imperfect

’ I vi, 5 d
an
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and defeGive obedience. When conviQion firft
Jays hold of a finner, however vain the attempt,
he has flill a ftrong inclination that nghte—
‘oufnefs ¢ fhould come by the law. ” This is
not wonderful ; for in no other way can he him-
felt have any title to glory, and a thorough re-
nunciation of all felf-intereft, is too great a fa-
. crifice to be made at once. Hence he is ready to
look with fome meafure of fatisfallion on thofe

who have been greater finners than himfelf, and’

fecretly to found his expe@ation of pardon for
thofe fins he hath committed, on the fuperior
heinoufnefs of thofe from which he hath abftain.-
ed. Hence alfo he is ready to hope he may make
fufficient atonement for his paft fins by future
amendment : but a difcovery of the holinefs of
God, and the obligation to love him with all the
heart, and foul, and ftrength, and mind, foon
“deftroys this fond imagination. It fhews him
that he can at no time do more than his duty ;
that he never can have any abounding or folicit-

ing merit : nay, thata whole eternity, fo to fpeak,
of perfe& obedience; would do juft nothing at all
towards expiating the guilt of the leaft fin. But
befides all this, the fame thing thews him, that
his beft duties are ftained with fuch fins and im-
perfe@ions, that he is ftill “but adding to the
charge, inftead of takmg from the old fcore; for
{3 we

1
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< we are all as an unclean thing, and all our”
- «¢ righteoulnefles are but as filthy rigs; and we"
< all do fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like-
¢ the wind, have carried us away *.” Thus,
one after another, he is ftript of every plea, how-
ever eagerly he may cleave to them, and fupport
or bolfter up one, by the addition of another.
He fees not only his danger, but his guilt ; not
only the fearfulnefs of his ftate, -but the holinefs
and righteoufnefs of his judge. He lies down
proftrate at the foot-ftool of the Almighty, and®
makes unmerited mercy and fovereign grace the-
only foundation’ of his hope.

SECT. IV,
Of the degree of forrow for fm in true penitents. -

AVING thus confidered the proper fource”
of genuine convi@ion and fosrow for fin, -
it was propofed next to enquire, -to what degree
it muft be, in order to a faving change. The "
truth is, were not this a queftion often propofed,
and the refolution of it defired by ferious perfons,
the weakeft of whom deferve all attention and re-
" gard from every minifter of Chrift, 1 fhould have
left it altogether untouched. The reafon of this
oblervatign is, that I am perfuaded, and take the

% Ifaiah Ixiv, 6,
- prefent
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- prefent opportunity of affirming it, that the chicf
diftinGtion between convittions genuine or falu-
tary, and {uch as are only tranfitory and fruitlefs,
does not lie in their ftrength and violence, fo
much’as their principle and fource, "which has
been formerly explained. ’
There is often as great, or, perhaps, it may
be fafely faid there is often a greater degree of
terror in.perfons brought under occafional con-
victions, which are afterwards fruitlefs, than in
others in whom they are the introdu&ion to a
faving change. It is probable that the horror of
mind which poflefled Cain after. his brother’s
murder, was of the moft terrible kind., It is.
probable that the humiliation of Ahab, after he
had caufed Naboth to be deftroyed by falfe evi-
dence, and was threatned with a dreadfu! vifita-
~ tion, was exceeding great. It is probable that
the mere paffion of fear in either of thefe crimi-
nals was equal, if not fupcrior, to the fear of any
true penitent recorded in feripture. It is the
principle that diftinguifhes their nature. It is the
differing principle that produces oppofite effeéts,
‘The one is alarmed and trembles through fear of
- wrath from an irrefiftible and incenfed God ; the
other is truly fenfible of fin in all its malignity,
and fears the fan&ion of a righteous but violated
law. The one feels himfelf a miferable creature;
the other confefles himfelf a guilty finner. The

one is terrified, and the other is humbled. I
) t

>
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It is fome doubt with me, whether in fruitlefs
conviQions there is any fenfe at all of fin, as
fuch; T mean, as truly meriting punifhment from
a juft and holy God. Such perfons ordinarily
are difpleafed at the holinefs of God’s nature, and
murmur at the ftri@nefs of his law ; and there-
fore, however much they may dread fuffering
here or hereafter, they eannot be faid to be con-
vinced of fin. We have feen fome who, when
afli&tions brought their fins to remembrance,
were but driven on, by defpair, to higher degrees
of guilt, and, the more they feemed to-fear the
approaching judgment of God, only jncreafed in
the impatience of blafpheming rage.

However, as there is a great meafure of deceit
in the human heart, fome may be ready to flatter
themfelves, on the one hand, that they have feen
" the evil of fin in itfelf ; and fome, on the other,
to fear that they have not feen it as they ought,
becaufe their forrow has not rifen to the requifite
dggrée. Many have exprefled urealinefs that
they never mourned for fin in a manner corre-
fponding fo the ftrong feripture declarations of
its odious and hateful nature, or to the following
defcription of gofpel penitents: ¢ And T will
« pour upon the houfe of David, and upon the
~ ¢¢ jnhabitants of Jerufalem, the fpirit of grace
_ «¢ and fupplication, and they fhall look upon me
« whom they have pierced, and they thall mourn

€6 for
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- ¢ for him as one mourneth for his only fon, and

<¢ fhall be in bitternefs for him, as one that is in
. % bitternefs for his firft-born #.” For this rea-
- fon I fhall make an oblervation or two on the de-
gree of forrow for fin in true penitents, which
may enable us to judge in every queflion of the
fame nature,

1. One thing, in general, muft be carefully re-
membered, that we ought not to lay down onerule
for all perfons, We are not to meafure the for-
row of any true penitent, and make a ftandard
from it for the effe@s or exprefiions of forrow in any
other. The ftrength of ail the paflions, and their
readinefs to exprefs themfelves, is greater natu-
rally'in fome than in others. There is nothing
of which men may be more fenfible from daily
experience. Love 2nd hatred, joy and grief, de-
fire and averfion, thew themfelves by much more
violent emotions in fome than in others. It
would be wrong, thercfore, to reduce all to one
" ruley and none ought to look upon it as a jult
caufe of difquiet, that they have not had the fame
degree or depth_ of diftrefs and anguith which
others have had, of whom they have read or
heard.  Another circumftance may alfo be the
. occafion of diverfity, In fome, conviGtions may
have been more early and gradual, and, therefore,
lefs violent and fenfible, It is not to be fuppofed

® Zech, xii, 10,
- that
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that Samuel, whofe very conception was the an-
fwer of prayer, who was called from his mother’s
womb, and ferved in the temple from his being
a child, fhould have experienced the fame depth
of humiliation with fuch as'Manaflch, for ex-
ample, who had been guilty of many atrocious.
crimes, and continued long in a hardened and in-
fenfible ftate. Therefore, o
2. Suffer me to obferve, that the great and
principal evidence of a proper degree of convic-
tion and forrow for fin, is its permanency and
pratical influence. Genuine conviflion is not
‘a flafh of fervour, however ftrong, but a decp,
abiding, and governing principle, which will
thew its ftrength by its habitual power over its
eppofite.  Every true penitent will join in thefe
words of Elihu: ¢ Surely it is meet to be faid
‘¢ unto God I haye borne chaftifcment, I will
¢ not offend any_more : that which I fee not
"« teach thou me; if I have done iniquity, I will
¢ do no more *” Nothing elle will be a fuf-
ficient evidence of penitence, where this is want--
ing; and where this is the cal¢, nothing can be-
wanting that is really neceffary. This may, per--
‘hzps, as I obferved on another part of this dif-
courfe, -be thought too general, but I am per-
fuaded it is the only fafe ground to build upon,.
‘according to the fcriptures. Every other claim:

'.job. xxxiv, 3T, 3%.

of.
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of relation will be rejeQed at laft by our Saviour
and Judge, as he hath plainly told us: ¢ Not
¢ every one that faith unto me, Lord, lord, thall
¢¢ enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
¢ doth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
¢« Many will fay to me in that day, Lord, lord,
"-¢¢ have we not prophefied in thy name? and in
¢¢ thy name caft out devils? and in thy name:
<¢ done many wonderful works * And then will I
¢¢ profefs unto them, I never knew you, depart
¢ from me ye that work iniquity +.”

Would any know, thercfore, whether their
forrow for fin hath been to the requifite degree,
let me intceat them to fuffer confcience to anfwer
honeftly to the following interrogatories. Has
your conviétion of fin been fuch as to make you
abhor and hate it, in every form? Hath it been.
fuch as to make you refolve upon a thorough and
perpetual feparation from your once beloved plea-
fures ¥ Does it make you ready to examine the
lawfulnefs of every purfuit, and to abflain even
from every doubtful.or fufpefted practice? Is there
no known fin that you are defirous to excufe or
palliate, ftudious to conceal, or willing to fpare ?
Remember this neceflary caution of our Saviour :
¢ And if thy right eye offend thee,, plyck it out,
¢and caft it from thee : for it is profitable for
& thee that one of thy members fhould perifh,

+ Matt, vil, 21, 22, 23

, .¢¢ and.:
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¢ and not that thy whole body fhould be caft in-
¢ to hell. And if thy right-hand offend thee,
¢ cut it off, and caft it from thee : for it is pro-
‘¢ fitable for thee that one of thy members fhould
¢ perith, and not that thy whole body fhould be
¢ caft into hell *.” Is there no fin, however
long pradtifed, or however greatly delighted in;
is there no fin, however gainful or honourable,
but you defire liberty from its enflaving power,
as well as deliverance-from its condemning guilt?
Is there no part of the law of God, of the duty
and charaéter of a Chriftian, however ungrateful

to a covetous heart, however defpifed by a fcorn-

ing world, but you acknowledge its obligation ?
Would you, indeed, rather be holy than great ?
Do you rather choofe perfecution with the peo-
* plé of God, than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for
a feafon? See what terms Chrift makes with his
difciples : ¢¢ If any man will come after me, let
¢ him deny bimfelf, and take up his crofs, and
¢ follow me: for whofoever will fave his life
¢¢ fhall lofe it, and whofoever will lofe his life,
¢ for my fake, fhall find it +.” Upon the whole,
inltead of finding fault with the duty or lot of
God’s children, can you truly fay, ¢ O that-
¢ there were fuch an heart in me that I could
¢ keep his ftatutes! The law of the Lord is per:
¢ fe@ly holy. The paths of the Lord toward

® Matt. v, 29, 30, t Matt, xvi, 244

-
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«.me have been infinitely gracious. My heart
<« only is exceeding finful. O Lord, write thy
¢ law in my heart, and put it in my inward
¢ parts : give me a new heart and a new fpirit,
¢ and caufe me to walk in thy ftatutes, and keep
“ thy judgments, and do them.”

3. It is an excellent evidence of convi&ion’s
being right both in principle and in degree, when
the penitent hath a greater fear of fin than of fuf-
fering.  As the great fource of genuine convic-
tion of fin is a fenfe of its evil in itfelf, rather than
an apprehenfion of its confequences even in the
life to come, there is no way in which this will
difcover itfelf more diftinctly, than in the views-
we have of fin, and fuffering in the prefent ftate,
Whether do you grieve moit heartily for fin, or
for worldly loffes ? Which of them do you avoid
with the greateft folicitude and care ! Will not
this fhow what it is that lies neareft your hearts,

-and hath the dominion there? Will not this thow
itin a manner that muft be convincing even to

yourfelves, and leave no room to reply? Alas!

how heavy a fentence does this carry againft

many profefling Chriftians? How great their an-

.xiety about the things of time, how litue about
the concerns of eternity ? How carefully will they

obferve the increafe or decreafe of their trade

and opulence ! But how little attention will they

pay to the growth or decay of religion in their

hearts ?
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hearts? They will dread the arts, and fly from
the fociety, of a fraudulent dealer, but will fuf-
pe&t no danger while their ears are drinking in
the poifon of licentious or impure converfation.
The lofs of a child, or the lofs of their fubftance,
opprefles them with forrow, while even the’ com-
miffion of grefs fin, if concealed from the world,
produces a reflection fcarcely felt, and fpeedily:
forgotten.

1 have faid, indeed, above, that all perfons are
not equally fufceptible of violent emetions of any
kind. But what fhall be faid of the fame per-
fons, who have the ftrongeft paflions on every
other fubje&t, and nothing but coldnefs and in--
difference in matters of religion ? What fhall be
faid of the fame perfons, who are eafily and deeply
affe@ed with all temporal fufferings, and yet are
but very flightly affeCted with a fenfe of the evil
of fin? Whofe tears flow readily and copioufly
over a dying friend, but have no tears at all to
fhed over a dying Saviour ! Does this at-all cor-
refpond with the defcription given by the prophet,
«¢ of mourning as for an only fon;” in which pe-
‘nitential forrow is compared' to the moft fevere
and exquifite of all human calamities. I muft,
however, obferve, that temporal fufferings are
ordinarily attended and .aggravated by fenfible
images, and are alfo fometimes fudden and un-
cype&ed on both whu.h accounts they- may more-

powcrfullv
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powerfully call forth the expreffions of forrow and
fympathy. But it is not difficult to judze which
of them dwells moft heavily upon the mind, which
of them would be firft avoided by the deliberate
choice of the heart. Every true penitent does
certainly fee fin to be the greateft of all evils,
and will difcover this by comparifon with all the
wother evils of which he hath at prefeat any know-
ledge or experience. -

4. I fhall only mention one other evidence of -
conviction’s being to a proper degree, which is
when a fenfe of the evil of fin is ftill growing,
inftead of diminifhing. This will be found ef-
{entially to diftinguifh a fenfe of the evil of fin in
itlelf, from a mere terror of God’s power in tak-
ing vengeance on the finner.. Time gradually
weakens the one, but knowledge, and even the
mercy of God, continues to increafe the other.
When a fianer is brought under great convic-
tions, it is a ftate fo painful and diftrefling, that
it cannot continue long. Some kind of peace
muft of neceflity fucceed. Either he ftifles his -
convictions, hides the danger by fhutting his own
eyes, and returns to his former fecurity and li-
centioufnefs of praftice; or he does fome things
for a time, to quiet the cries of confciénce, and lay
a foundation for future peace; or, laftly, he re-
¢urns to God through Chrift, by true repentance,
and continues to ferve him in newnefs of life.

7 The
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The firft of thefe cafes needs no illuftration ;
the fenfe of fin in all fuch perfons being not fo
properly weakened as deftroyed. In the fecond,
the finner is under great reftraints for a feafon,
but, when the terror is over, his obedience and -
diligence is immediately relaxed. This fhows
plainly, that he had no fincere or cordial affec-
tion to the law of God, but was afraid of his
power. It thews that his conviétions never were
of a right kind, and, therefore, it is no wonder
their ftrength thould decay. But, in every true
penitent, a fenfe of fin not only continues, but
daily inereafes. His growing difcovery of the
. glory of God, points out more clearly to him his -

own corruption and depravity, both in its quan-
tity and its malignity, fo to fpeak. The very
mercies of God, whatever delight or fweetnefs
they afford, take nothing away from his fenfe of
the evil of his doings, but rather melt him down
in penitential forrow. They ferve to cover him
with confufion at his own unworthinefs, and to
fill him with wonder at the divine patience and

condefcenfion.
The, firt work of a convinced finner is,- to
mourn -over the grofs enormities of a profligate
- life, or a life devoted to worldly purfuits. And
his continued employment after converfion is, to
refiit and wreftle with that inherent corruption
which was hidden from his view before, but be-
‘comes
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comes daily more and. more fenfible. So true is
this, that I have known many inftances in which
the moft genuine expreffions of felf-abafement
happening to fall from aged experienced Chrif~
tians, have appeared to others as little better than
affe@tation. They were not able to conceive the
propriety of thefe fentiments, which long acquain-
tance with God and with ourlelves doth natu-
rally and infallibly infpire.
- - From thefe remarks, let me beg the reader to
judge of the reality and progrefs of the fpiritual
~ life.  Does your fenfe of the evil of fin not only
continue, but grow?! Do you now fee fin in
many things which you never fufpeCted before ? -
Do you fee more of the boldnefs, ingratitude, and
fottith folly of finners and defpifers of God? Are
you daily making new difcoveries of the vanity,
fenfuality,. and treachery of your own hearts ?
Be not, difcouraged at it, but humbled by it. Let
it empty you of all felf-efteem and felf-depen-
dance, and give you a higher relifh of the gofpel
of peace. The fubftance of the gofpel is ¢¢ fal-.
¢¢"vation to the chief of finners, by the riches of
“-divine grace, and the fandtification of your
¢ polluted natures by the power of the Holy
¢« Ghott.” .
As I would willingly give as much informaa«
tion and inftru&ion ‘as pofible, 1 fhall, before
quitting this part of the fubjett, fpeak a few
' L words
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_ words of a pretty extraordinary opinion to be found
in fome of the praétical writers of the laft age. It
is, that genuine conviction, and the foul’s fubjec-
tion to God, ought to be carried fo far in every true
penitent, as to make him willing, fatisfied, and,
fome fay, even ¢ pleafed,” that God fhould glorify
his juftice in his everlafiing perdition. This is fo
repugnant to nature, and to that very folicitude
about our eternal happinefs, by which the con-
fcience is firft laid hold of, that it appears to be
utterly impoffible. ‘There have been many
to whom this requifition has given inexpreffible
concern, has been a daily fnare tq' their con-
fcience, and an obftrution to their peace. There
" is fuch an infeparable conne&@ion between our
duty and happinefs, that the queftion thould never
bave been moved; but, for the fatisfaCion..of
thofe who may have met, or may ftill meet with
it in authors, otherwife defervedly efteemed, I
- fhall make fome remarks, which I hope will. ei-
ther explain it in a found fenfe, or fhew it to be
at bottom falfe.
~ Men do often differ mofe in words than in
. fubftance. Perhaps what -thefe authors chiefly
mean, is no more than what has been explained
above at confiderable length, viz. That the fin-
ner finds himfelf without excufe, his ¢¢ mouth is
¢ ftopped,” he feeth the holinefs of the law, he
sonfefleth. the Jufhce of the fentence, ‘he- quits
- every
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every claim but mercy. Thus he may be faid
to abfolve or juftify God, though he fhould Jeave
him to perifh for ever. So far, I apprehend, it
is undeniably juft; otherwife, the very founda-
tion of the gofpel is overthrown, and falvation is
not < of grace,” but ¢ of debt.” If we impar-
tially examine the word mercy, and the many
ftrong declarations in fcripture of our obligations
to God for the gift of eternal life, we fhall find
that they cannot, confiftently, imply lefs, than
that the finner ¢ deferved,” and was liable, to
-¢¢ eternal death.”
But to carry the thing farther, :md to fay that
the penitent muft be pleafed and fatisfied with
- damnation itfelfy as he is pleafed with fuffering in -
another view, as it is his heavenly Father’s fanc-
tified rod, appears to me to be at once unnatu-
ral, unreafonable, unlawful, and impoffible, Tt
is plainly contrary to that defire of our own hap-
pinefs which is [o deeply implanted in our natures,
and which feems to be infeparable from a rational
creatyre. No fuch thing is, either dire@ly or
confequentially, afferted in the holy feriptures,
which o often urge us to a due care of our own
bet interefts, ¢ Wherefore, fays the prophet,
¢¢ do you fpend your money for that which is not
¢« bread, and your labour for that which fatis-
¢ fieth riot ? Hearken diligently unto me, and
¢ eat ye that which is good, and let your foul
: L2~ ¢ delight
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¢ delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your ear, and
come unto me, hear, and your fouls fhall live,
and I will make an everlafting covenant with
you, even the fure mercies of David *.” Fuy-
ther, the propofition feems to me neceflarily to
imply an impoffibility in itfelf. For what is dam-
nation? It is to be for ever feparated from, and
deprived of, the fruition of God. Is this then,
a dutiful objet either of defire or acquiefcence ?
It is to hate God and blafpheme his name, as
well as to be banithed from his prefence.. Can
this be tolerable to any true penitent ? or is it
reconcileable to, or confiftent with, fubjecion
to his righteous will? Can any creature be fup-
pofed to pleafe God, by giving up all hope of his
favour? Or is it lefs abfurd than <« difobeying”
him from a fenfe of * duty,” and ¢ hating” him

from a principle of ¢¢ love ¢

We muft, therefore, carefully feparate the ac-
knowledgment of divine juftice, and moft uncon-
ditional fubje&ion to the divine fovereignty, from
an abfolute defpair, or giving up all hope in the
divine mercy. We have a very beautiful fcripture
inftance of humble, yet perfifting importunity, in
the woman of Canaan, who met with many re-
pulfes, confefled the juftice of every thing that
made againft her, and yet continued to urge her
plea. Neither is therc any difference between the
' -® Ia, lv. 2, 3.
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way in which fhe fupplicated of the Saviour a
‘cure for her diftrefled daughter, and the way in
which an awakened finner will implore from the
fame Saviour more neceflary relief to an affliéled
confcience. ¢ And behold a woman cf Canaan
¢¢ came out of the fame coafts, and cried unto
him, faying, Have mercy on me, O Lotd,
thou fon of David, my daughter is grievoufly
« vexed with a devil. But he anfwered her not |
¢ a word. And his difciples came and befought
him, faying, Send her away, for the crieth
¢¢ after us. But he anfwered and faid, I am not
¢ -fent but unto the loft fheep of the.houfe of If-
¢¢ rael. Then came fhe and worfhipped him,
¢¢ faying, Lord help me. But he anfwered and
"¢ faid, It is not meet to take the children’s bread
¢ and caft it to dogs. And fhe faid, Truth,
e Lord,'yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which
¢ fall from their mafter’s table. Then Jefus an-
¢ {wered and faid unto her, O woman, great is
-¢¢ thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou wilt *.”
‘1 fhall conclude with mentioning an inftance of
a fimilar chara&er in a foreigner of eminent fta-
tion, who had been a great profligate, and after~
‘wards became a great penitent 4. He compofed
a little piece of poetry after his converficn, the
leading fentiment of which was what I have re-
commended above, and in his own language was
# Matt, xv, 2228, - 1+ Dcs Barreaux,

L3 to
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to the following purpofe: ¢ Great God, thy
¢¢ judgments are full of righteoufnefs, thou takeft
<¢ pleafure in the exercife of mercy ; but I have
¢ finned to fuch a height, that juftice demands
¢ my deftrution, and mercy itfelf feems to fo-
s¢ licit my perdition. Difdain my tears, ftrike
¢ the blow, and execute thy judgment. Iam
¢ willing to fubmit, and adore, even in perifh-
¢ ing, the equity of thy procedure. But on
¢t what place will the ftroke fall, that is not co-
¢¢ vered with the blood of Chrift #”’

SECT. V.
Acceptance of jélwtimd;rougl) the crofi of Chrifd.

HE next great ftep in a finner’s chapge :is
, a difcovery and acceptance of falvation.from -
fin and mifery through Jefus Chrift. This is the
1aft and finithing ftep of the glorious work.
When this is attained, the change is compleated,
" the new nature is fully formed in all its _parts.
* The fpiritual feed is implanted, and hath taken
root ; and it will arrive by degrees, in every
veflel of mercy, to that meaflure of maturity
and ftrength, that it pleafeth God each ihall  pof-

fefs before he be carried hence. N
It % eafy to fee, that convi@ion of fin" which
hath been before illuftrated, prepares and paves
the way for a difcovery and acceptance of falva-
tion
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tion by Chrift. Beforeconvi&ion of fin, or when
conviQion is but imperfe&, the gofpel of Chrift,
and particularly the doétrine of the crofs, almoft
conftantly appears to be foolithnefs. Or if, as
fometimes happens, education and example
_prompts the finner to fpeak with fome degree of
reverence of the name, chara&er, and under-
taking of a- Saviour, there is no diftint per-
.ception of the meaning, nor any inward relith
of the fwcetncfs of thefe falutary truths, But
thofe who | have .been ¢ wounded in their fpmts,
¢ and gneved in their mmds,” begin to perceive
their unfpeakable importance apd value. That
myftery which was hid from ages and genera-

tions, -begins to open upon the foul in its luf-
.tre and glory. The helplefs and hapelefs ftate
of the finper makes him earneftly and anxioufly
.enquire, whether there is any way to efcape,
whether there is any door of mercy or of hope.
:He fays, with the awakened and trembling' jai-
Jor, ¢ What muft T do'to be faved? lnnurxie-
¢¢ rable evils have compaﬂ'ed me about, mine
¢ iniquities have taken hold upon me, fo ;hat
¢ 1 am not able to look up; they are more
¢ than the hairs of mine head, therefore my
¢ heart faileth me®. 1 have no excufe to
. offer, nor any thelter to fly to: the works,

¢ the word, and the providence of God, feem ail
* Phl. xl, 12, ’

L 4 ' ¢ to
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¢ to be up in arms againft me, and have in-
¢ clofed me as an enemy to him. O how fear-
<« ful a thing is it to fall into the hands of the
‘¢¢ living God! Who fhall dwell with devouring
« fire? Who fhall dwell with everlafting burn-
¢¢ ings? Isthere no profpect of relief? Is there
¢ no balm in Gilead ? Is there no phyfician there ?
¢ Wonderful has been my paft blindnefs! 1
« have awaked as out of a dream, and find
‘¢« myfelf hafting faft to the pit of deftru&ion.
¢¢ What would I not do, what would I not give,
-¢¢ for good ground to believe that my guilt
-¢¢. were taken away, and my peace made with
<« God?”

With what eagernefs and eameﬁnefs, hitherto
-unknown, does the finner now enquire after the
way to life? With what folicitude does he
¢« go forth by the footfteps of the flock, and
¢¢ feed befide the fhepherds tents.” The fab-
baths, and ordinances, and word of God, are
now quite different things from what they were -
‘before. No more wafte of that facred time in
bufinefs or in play. No more ferenity of heart,
" becaufe he had been regularly and conftantly
at church, but an aftonithing view of the fins
of his holy things; carelefs, formal, heartlefs
‘worthip. Hecries out with the Pfalmitt, ¢ Lord,
¢ if thou fhouldft mark iniquity, who fhall
¢ ftand.” No more indifferent,- flothful, dif-
’ dainfu
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. dainful hearing the word. No more critical
hearing the "word, that he may commend the
- ability, or deride the weaknefs of the preacher.
* With what concern does he hang upon the fa-
cred meflage, to fee if there be any thing upon .
which he can lay hold? He then hears that
¢ God is in Chrift, reconciling the world to
¢ himfelf.” The very news of falvation, the
bare mention of pardon, is now a joyful found.
It roufes his attentron, it awakens his curiofity,
" and he fets him(elf to weigh and ponder the im-
" portant intimation. He hears that ¢ God fo
‘¢ loved the world, that he gave his only begot-
<< ten Son, that whofoever believeth in him
¢¢ fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life.
¢ For God {ent not his Son into the world
¢ to condemn the world, but that the world
¢¢ through him might be faved *. Is there
" ¢¢ then,” fays he, ¢ hope of mercy with God,
~ ¢ whom I have fo long forgotten, and fo greatly
" ¢ offended ? - hath he indeed loved a guxlty :
- % world? hath he loved them in fo amazing
¢ a manner, as to fend his only begotten Son
¢ to fave them from deftru®ion? How great
- ¢¢ is the giver, how wonderful the gift, and
- ¢ how undeferving the objeéts of his love ?”
Here perhaps a difficulty may occur., ¢ It may
"¢ be fo,” fays. the foul; ¢¢ but are all the chil-

*# John i, 15, 17,
Ls ¢ dren

-
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¢¢ dren of Adamthe objeéts of divinelove ? Shall

¢ every finner be partaker of divine mercy?

s¢ Surely not. How then are they diftinguithed ?

" ¢¢ Perhaps he intends only to fave a few of

- ¢¢ the leaft unworthy, and to glorify his juf-
¢¢ tice and feverity in the condemnation of the
¢ moft eminently guilty. What then have I
¢ _reafon to expect?! None, none, none of any
¢ raik fo criminal as I. I have finned early,

. *¢ and [ have finned long. I have finned againit

¢¢ the cleareft light and knowledge I have fin-

-

¢ ned againft innumerable mercies. Ihave fin-

"« ned againft the threatnings of God’s word,

¢ the rebukes of his providence, the checks of -

¢ my own confcience, and the unwearied pains
¢¢ and diligence of minifters and parents. I have
‘¢ burft every bond, and torn in pieces every
¢ reftraining tie.” How many gracious pro-
_mifes prefent themfelves immediatelyto extin-
guith this fear? ¢ Come now, and let us rea-
¢ fon together, faith the Lord ; though your
¢« fins be as fcarlet, they fhall be as white as

¢ fnow ; though they be red like crimfon, they

¢¢ fhall be as wool ; if ye be willing and obe-
- ¢ dient, ye fhall eat the good of the land ¥,
. ¢¢ Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wife
¢ caft out+. Wherefore alfo he is able to, fave

~¢¢ them to the uttermoft.that come unto God .by ‘

*I6i 38 19, 1 Jobn vi, 37.

$¢ him,

e
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"¢ him* And the Spirit and the bride fay
¢ come; and let him ‘that heareth fay come ;
" ¢ and let him that isathirft come ; and whofo- -
¢¢ ever will, let him take the water of life
¢ freely+.” To thefe promifes may be added
many fcripture examples of firft-rate finners
faved by the power of God, that none may de-
fpair. An idolatrous Manafleh, an unrighteous
and oppreflive publican Zaccheus, an unclean
Mary Magdalene, and a perfecuting Paul. Then
is the foul brought to acknowledge and adore the
matchlefs love of God ; to repeat and adopt the
words of the apoftle ,Paul; < This is a faithful
‘¢ faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
s¢ Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave fm-
¢ ners, of whom I am chief.”

The finner, in fuch a fkuation, is wholly em-
~ ployed in alternately viewing his own dep]orable
" chara@er and ftate on the one hand, and the
"fuﬂiuency and efficacy of the remedy on the
other. As thefe take their turns in his mmd hls
hope rifes or falls. Perhaps when. he agam re

. fle&ts on the mﬁmte number, and heinous_na-

ture of his oﬂ"ences ; when he conﬁders the ho-
linefs and punty of God’s nature “and law, he
is ready to bring all into quefhon, ‘and to fqy,
¢ How can thefe things be? Is it poﬂibie that
all this gmlt can be pafled by, is it poﬁible that

¢ it can be forglven and forgotten by a holy

& Heb, vii, 235. t, Rev, xxii, 17.
5 L6 « God?
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¢ God ? Is he not of purer eyes than to behold
: ¢ iniquity ? Is it not faid, that evil cannot
¢¢ dwell with him? that finners fhall not ftand
¢ in his prefence! How then can I prefume
¢¢ to approach him? I, who have been fo daring
¢ and obftinate a rcbel 7 What reception can I
¢¢ expe&® to meet with but, Bind him hand
. ¢ and foot,-and take him away, and caft him
. ¢ into utter darknefs; there fhall be weepmg
¢t and gnathing of teeth*.”
" To remove this diftruft, and affure his hear,
- before God, he is informed of the foundation of
his hope, that falvation comes by a Mediator.
- He undertook our caufe, he purchafed redemp-
tion by his precious blood. Hear him faying inthe
councils of the Moft High, ¢ Sacrifice and of-
¢ fering thou didft not defire ; mine ears haft
¢¢ thou opened. Burnt-offering and fin-offering
~ ¢ haft thou not required. Then faid I, Lo, I
¢ come, in the volume of the book it is writ-
¢ ten of me, I delight to do thy will, O my
¢ God;; yea, thy law is within my heart t+.”
" Hear alfo, in what manner he executed this gra-
" cious purpofe. ¢* He was wounded for our tranf-
¢ greflions, he was bruifed for our iniquities ;
* ¢ the thaftifement of our peace was upon him,
¢c and with his ftripes we are healed. All we
‘¢ Jike fheep have gone aftray, we have turned
- % Matt, xxii, 13, + PLoxl6, 7, 8.
§¢ éver
6 . every
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¢¢ every one to his own way, and. the Lord hath
¢¢ Jaid -on him the iniquity of us all*.” Let us
alfo fee how this matter is reprefented in- the new
teftament. ~ ¢ Whom God hath fet forth to be
< a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to
<< declare his righteoufnefs for the remiffion of
¢¢ fins that are paft, through the forbearance of
¢ God; todeclare, I fay, atthis time his righteouf-
¢¢ nefs: that he might be juft, and the juftifier of him

. ¢ thatbelieveth in Jefus +. For he hath made him

¢ to be fin for us, whao knew nofin, that we might
¢ be made the righteoufnefs of God in him31.”
It is through . this man, and through his
blood, that ¢¢ repentance and remiffion of fins
¢¢_is preached to all nations.” Is not this a fuffi-
cient and ftable ground of hope ? In the fubflitution
of our furety, we fee a way opened for the re-
ception and reftoration of finners, in a perfect
confiftency with all the divine perfe&ions. .~The
fpotlefs purity and holinefs, the ftri& and impar-

. tial juftice of God, feem to raife an infuperable

obftacle to our admiflion into his favour; but
in the fufferings and atonement of our Redeemer,
we fee how he may teftify his abhorrence of fin,
and punifh it, and at the fame time thew mercy
to the finner. There is a perfe& harmony of

~all the divine attributes in this defign, and par-

ticularly a joint illuftration of mercy and juitice.
This is the gofpel of Chrift, the blefled and re-
® If, liil, 5, 6, _ 1 Rom, iiiy 25, 26, 1 2 Cor. v, 21,

. ) viving
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viving meflage brought into the world by the
_ prince of peace. This is ¢ the record which

¢« God hath given of his Son.” .
How welcome, how reviving: thls, to the.dil-
~ couraged, convinced finner ? His very concern
" and fear, when proceeding upon praper_grounds,
arifes from a view of the infinite evil of fin, fo
provoking to a holy'God. But in this plan laid
by divine wifdom, he fees the guilt of fin fuffi-
. ciently expiated by a, facrifice of infinite value.
¢¢ For we are not redeemed with. corruptible
¢ things, fuch as filver and gold—but with the
¢¢ precious blood of Chrift, as of a. Lamb with-
- ¢ qut blemith and without fpot*.” .He com-
pares and contrafts, if 1 may fo fpeak, the great-
nefs of his guilt with the price of. his .parden.
Then appears,with new and uncommon force, the
greatnefs of this myftery of godlinefs, GOD ma-
. nifefted in the flefh. A vi&im no lefs confidera-
.ble than tbe eternal and “ only begotten” Son
_of-God, “ the brightnefs of his Father’s’ glory,
_.%¢ and the exprefs image of his'perfon.” What
. is it that cannot be purchafed by this marvellous
_exchange? The believer fees with adoring wan-
_der, the juftice of God.more awfully fevere, in
¢¢ awaking his fword againft-the man who was
¢ his fellow,” than if the whole race of offend-
-.ing men had been- irrecoverably loft. At the

" 1Pet, i 18, '
fame
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fame time he fees the- unfpeakable dignity and
majefty of God, in his infinite and truly royal
"mercy, great in itfelf, and greater ftill in the
way in which it is difpenfed. ¢ Herein is love
¢ indeed ; not that we loved God, but that he
¢¢ loved us, and fent his Son to be the propitia-
% tion for our fins*.”

I cannot help here obferving, that this falva-
tion is fo amazing, fo .wonderful in its natuse,
and fo far removed.from any thing we know
among men, that we are in danger of being put
to a ftand, and can fcarcely conceive it poffible,
But on the other hand, when we confider that it
carrieth not upon it any of the marks of human

- wifdom, we are naturally led to fay, ¢ .Salva-
¢ tion belongeth unto God.—His ways are not
€¢ as our ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts.”
Therefore, when convifion of fin makes us.feel
the neceflity, and difcovers the glory. of, our
Saviour’s atonement; we .may both reft affured

_of its truth, and triumph in its power. We ma
fay with the apoftle Paul, < Who fhall lay any
¢¢ thing to the charge of God’s ele@ ? Itis God
¢¢ that juflifieth : who is he that condemneth ?
¢¢ It is Chrift that died, yea rather that is rifen

~ ¢ again, who is even at the right-hand of God,
¢ who.alfo maketh interceflion for.us +.”

#1Jobnivize, © 4 Rom, viil, 33, 340
6 But
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But, ¢ Paufe alittle, my foul,” faith the con-
vinced finner, ¢ what tidings are here? What
- €% faith the fcripture, Who fhall lay any thing
¢ to the charge of God’s ele&? Unanfwerable
¢ indeed! Happy, happy, thrice- happy they,
~ ¢ who aré the obje&s of God’s everlafting, dif-
"¢ tinguifhing and electing love. But how can I be
- ¢¢ fure that this includes, or rather doth not ex-
¢ clude me? Can I ever hope to read my
¢ name written in the Lamb’s book of life?”
No. But when you confefs youcannot read
any thing there in your favour, who hath autho-
rized you to fuppofe any thing there to your pre-
Judice ?- Secret things belong only to God. We
are not permitted to fearch, and we are not able
to comprehend or explain the infinite depth of
" the divine councils. But do not things that are
" revealed belong to us? And how fhall we pre-
fume to fet at variance the fecret and the revealed
~will of God? Is not the commiffion fufficiently
extenfive? ¢ And he faid unto them, go ye
"¢ into all the world, and preach the gofpel
¢ to every creature; he that believeth and ‘is
" ¢¢ baptized, fhall be faved; and he that believeth
¢ not, fhall be damned*.” Is not the call un-
limited and univerfal ? ¢ Come unto me, all ye
¢¢ that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will
¢ give you reft.” < And Jefus faid unto
© 8 Mark xvi, 13, 16, " 4 Matt, xi, 28,
¢ them,
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- ¢ them, I am the bread of life; he that cometh
- ¢ to me fhall never hunger, and he that believ-
< eth on me fhall never thirft *.” ¢ And in the
¢ laft day, that great day of the feaft, Jefus
¢ ftood and cried, faying, If any man thirft,
- ¢ let him come unto me and drink +.”
Can you then entertain any doubt of the call
_reaching to you, or queftion your title to reft upon
this rock of ages? Behold, we preach unto you
Chrift crucified, ‘a defplfed Saviour, indeed ¢ to '
€ the Jews a ftumbling-block, and to the Greeks
¢ foolithnefs ; but the ¢ power of God, and
¢ the wifdom of God for falvation to every one
¢¢ that believeth.” There is no guilt fo deep,
but ‘this precious blood will wath it out. No
gift fo great, but infinite merit is fufficient to pro-
‘cure it.” No nature fo polluted, but infinite
-power is fufficient to renew it. Shall we then
any more withold our approbation, or refufe our
confent? Shall not every finner, burdened with
‘a fenfe of guilt or danger, intimate his compliance
and urge his claim, and fay, ¢ Thanks, thanks
¢ be to Ged for his unfpeakable gift.—It is fal-
¢ vation by the death of Chrift, and therefore
¢¢ becoming a holy and a jealous God, with
¢« whom evil cannot dwell. It is the fame un-
4¢ changeable God, who enated the holy law,
¢ and who publithes this glorious gofpel.—It
¢ John vi, 35, 1 John vii, 37.
. s
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¢ Adam could have had-any claxm, and it is
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is falvation by grace, otherwife no child of

meet thas the lofty looks of map fhould be
humbled, and the Lord alone exalted in that
day.—It is falvation to the chief of finners : I
am the man. I hear my chara@er clearly de-
fcribed in the word of God. I can read my
name in the general and gracnous invitation.
I will accept of the oﬂ':r, I will receive and

.embrace this blefled quxpur as my Lord and

my.Gaqd, as my l;fc and my all.”
Once more, perhaps the bcl;ever is ftill ftag-

gered, angd. bjs faith begins to fail. Affonifhed
‘3t the g:eatnefs of the mercy, ¢ he believeth
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not for -joy, and wondereth.” Hc is rcady

- to fay, ¢ Mlght[ byt hold faft thxs begmmng

of my confidence, I would pot envy the
greateft monarch on earth, his throne, his
purple, or his fceptre, but would fing the
new fong put into my mouth,- Unto him
that loved ys, and wafhed us from our fins
in his own blood, and hath made us kings
and priefts to God and his Father, to him
be glory and dominign for ever and ever. But
alas! are nqt all the promifes of falvation only
in"favour of them that believe? Here then
the conclufion may fail. I am fenfible of a

lamentable weaknefs and backwardnefs of

mind; and whilft I think I bave no doubt of
. ¢ any

e e i eem e et me smm e wm Lo em mea xS wes D
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. any of the truths.of God, I greatly diftruft the
« reality of my own confent and compliance -
¢ with his will.” Do you then really give cre-
dit_to all the truths of God refpe&ing your own
Joft gondition, and the only way of deliverance |
from it. May the Lord himfelf increafe your
faith ; for if it be fo indeed, you are happy and
fafe. Thefe truths, thefe alone, are the fure
foundation of hope. Iam afraid we have all too
ftrong a tendency to look for fome encouraging
qualification in ourfelves, on which we might
more fscurely reft. What is faith? Is it any
‘more. than receiving the record which God hath
givea of his Son, believing the teftimony of the
amen, .the true and faithful witnefs? Is not
your peace and recongiljation with God, and the
.fan@ification of your natures. exprefsly provided
for in the all-fufficigncy of Chrift, and 10 him
you are affured that you muft be indebted for
both ? What ftandeth .in the way of your com-
fort then, but either that you do pot’ give credit
to the promife he hath made, or that you are
not willing that he fhould do it for you’ and
this I acknowledge is both unbelief and impeni-
" tence.

Complain therefore no more, that you aré
‘afraid of yourfelves, whilt yet you pretend,
" to have the higheft efteem of the bleflings of
redemption; on the contrary, fay unto God, .

in
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in a thankful frame of fpirit, ¢ Glory to God in
¢ the higheft, on earth peace, and good-will to-
¢ wards men. [ praife thee for this meflage of
¢¢ peace. [ think I fee, in fome meafure, its
-¢¢ neceflity, truth and beauty. I fee it, I truft
to fuch a degree, that it is the fole foundation
of my hope. I renounce every other claim;
nay, [ abhor the thoughts of any other claim :
Yea, doubtlefs, and'I count all things but lofs,
for the excellency of the knowledge of Chridt
Jefus.my Lord; for whom I have fuffered the
lofs of all things, and do countthem but dung
that I may win Chrift, and be found in him,
not having mine own righteoufnefs, which
is of the law, but that whiclr is through the
< faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs which is of
¢ God by faith *. It grieves me, that there
-¢¢ is fuch a backwardnefs in me to give glory to
-4¢ thy name, and to be indebted to the riches of
-¢¢ thy grace. Subdue my obftinacy, and rule

¢ by thine own power. Lord, I believe, help
"¢ thou mine unbelief.
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SECT. VL

How the believer recovers peace of confeience,
E have now feen in what way the believer
is reconciled to God, and delivered from
" condemnation. It will not be improper however
‘ * Phil, iii, 8 ‘
alfo
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alfo to confider how - he recovers peace of con-
fcience, "and how his heart. and life are governed
in his after walk. This will ferve more fully to
illuftrate :he influence and operation of the truths
of the go{pel.  There is even a neceflity for do.
ing fo on two dilfferent accounts: 1. That, as
has.becn fhewn above at confliderable length, .
every true penitent is decply and inwardly fen-
fible of the evil of fin initfelf. He i$ not merely
afraid of wrath, but fees the impurity and pollu-
tion of his own heart. Suppofing therefore, will
the intelligent reader fay, this great diftin<tion
thoroughly cftablithed, his relief is b'u.t half ac-
complithed. There may be no more condemna-

-tion for him in the law of God, for the breach
(éf which fatisfation has been made and accept-
ed; but he is only fo much the more liable to
the condemnation of his own confcience. He
muft ftill fuffer the reproaches and challenges of
his own mind, which make fo great a part of the
mifery of a guilty ftate.

This receives additional ftrength, from a fe-
cond confideration, that as he is juﬂiﬁéd by faith,
he hath peace only through the blood of Chrift.
This is not from himfelf, and may be thought to
leave him, fo to fpeak, in point of ftate and cha- .
raler,. in point of pollution and defilement, juft
as before; nay, the extraordinary, unfolicited,
undeferved grace of God, may be thought to in-

creafe
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creafe his felf-condemnation, and fet the malig-
nity of his rebellion in the ftrongeft light. And
indeed fo far this is true, that the free grace of
God was intended, and does ferve to produce a
growing humiliation of mind and felf-abafement,
as well as an admiration of the love of God in
Chrift Jefus. As the tendernefs 6f a parent is an
image which God hath very frequently made ufe
of, to fhadow forth his own infinite compaffion,
I will borrow from it an illuftration of the two
remarks juft now made. Suppofe any child has
offended a parent by a grofs inftance of undutiful
behaviour, for which he hath been feverely re-
proved, and for fome time kept at a diftance : if
the parent forgives him, and receives him again
into his favour, does not his being thus freed from
the fear of fuffering, leave full room for his con-
cern at the offence ? And does not a fenfe of his
father’s love melt his heart more for having griev-
éd fuch a parent, than any terror upon his mind
for the punifhment of the crime ? "He is imme-
diately covered with confufion ; and if there be
in him any fpark of ingenuity, he is no fooner’
forgiven of his father, than the tide of his affec~
tions returns back with full force, and he can
hardly forgive bimfelf.

But notwithftanding this, as Chrift by his
fufferings and death delivered us from the wrath

to come, fo by the fhedding of his precious blood»
the
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the heart is 4lfo, 45 thé fériptu'ré exprefles it,

fprinkled from an evil confcience.  On this im-
portant fubje&, which leads us to the great prin.
ciples of the fpiritual life, the following particu-

" lars are recommended to the ferious attention of

the réader. . .

- 1. Through Jefus Chrift, and the whole of
his undertaking as Mediator of the new covenant,
the glory and honour of God is moft admirably
promoted, and a perfe& reparation made to his
holy law which had been broken. This muft -
needs be highly pleafing toevery convinced finner.
As the juflice of God is thereby fatisfied, fo con-
fcience, which is God’s vicegerent, and as it
were pleads his caufe, is fatisfied by the fame
means. The ground of a finner’s diflatisfa&tion
with himfelf, is the difhonour done to God.
Muft it not therefore pleafe and fatisfy him to fee
this difhonour fo perfe&ly removed, and fo much
of the divine glory fhining in the work of re-
demption.  All the divine perfetions appear
there with diftinguithed luftre 5 and muft not
tbls be highly refrefhing to the pardoned criminal ?
The very holinefs and juﬁiée of God, which be- -
fore were terrible to him, are now amiable. He
allo 'conten'\p]ates and adores the divine wifdom,
as it is to be feen in the crofs of Chrit. We
aré told, that even the celeftial hofts have new
difcoveries of the wifdom of God in thls great de-

fign
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fign of providence, ¢ To the intent that now
¢ unto principalities and powers in heavenly
s¢ places, might be known by the church the ma-
¢ nifold wifdom of God *.” How much more
muft the interefted believer, with peculiar com-
placency, approve and adore it? But, above all,
if that love and mercy which reigns through the
whole is glorious to Gud, muft it-not be delight=
ful to the Chriftian? God is love ; and his tender
mercies are over all his other works ; but creat-
“ing and preferving goodnefs are thaded and eclip-
fed by redeeming lovg. It is the theme of the
praifes of heaven, where Chrift, as the obje& of
worfhip, is reprefented as appearing ¢ like a
+¢¢ Lamb that had been flain.”

" 2. Believers have peace of confcience through
Chrift, as their redemption through kis blood,
ferves for their own humiliation and felf-abafe-
ment, for the manifeftation of the evil of fin, and
the vilenefs and unworthinefs of the finner,
Nothing could be fo well contrived'as the doc-
trine of the crofs, in’its purity and fimplicity, to
ftain the pride of all human glory. We are par-
ticularly ¢alled to deny ourfelves, and to derive
our worth and ftrength from our Redeemer, in
whom ¢ it hath pleafed the Father, that all ful-
< nefs thould dwell,” and from whofe fulnefs all
his difciples muft ¢ receive, and grace for

* % Eph, iii, 10,
¢ grace,”
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¢« grace.” No hope of mercy but through him.
¢ I am the way, and the truth, and the life:
¢¢ no man cometh unto the Father but by me *.”
s¢ Neither is there falvation in any other : for

& there is none other name under heaven gwen
% among men, whereby we muft be faved t.’
No accefs to the throne of grace, or acceptance
in worfhip, but through him: ¢ In whom we
¢ have accefs with boldnefs and confidence,
¢ through the faith of him . And whatfoever
¢ ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of
¢¢ the Lord Jefus, giving thanks to God and the
¢¢ Father by him [|.”” No hope of fability in
duty, of ufefulnefs, or holinefs of converfation, but
-by the continued exercife of faithin him. ¢¢ Abide
¢ in me, and I in youwj as the branch cannot"
¢ bear fruit of itfelf, except it abide in the vine,
¢ no more can ye, except ye abidein me. Iam
«¢. the vine, ye are the branches : he that abideth in
"¢¢‘me, and [ in him, the fame bringeth forth much
¢ fruit ; for without me ye can do nothing §.”

Hard fayings and humbling do&rine indeed ! -

But this is appeafing to the cdnfcience’ for as
confcience condemns us as guilty and undeferv~
ing, this condemnation is ratified in every parti-
cular by the gofpel. Thefe very circumftances .
in this do&@rine, which provoke the hatred, or
® Johnxiv.®,  + AQsiv. v2. 1 Bph, iii, 120
§ Col.iil, 37. ~ § Johnxv, 4, g4
’ M Hvite
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invite the ‘contempt of worldly men, do but fo
-much the more endear it to the convinced foul ;
and he fays from the heart, ¢ It is highly juft
¢: and reafonable that God alone fhould be ex-

¢¢ alted, and that he, through our Redeemer,"
¢ fhould have the whole praife of our recovery

¢ and falvation.” Agreeably to this it will be
found, that the apoftles, in celebrating the grace
of God, feldom omit an exprefs condemnation of

themf(elves, and a renunciation of ail merit of

. their own, which indeed in every paffage~on this
fubje& is manifeflly implied : . For by grace ye
<5 are faved, thro’ faith ; and that not of your-
¢ felves, it is the gift of God: not of - workss

¢ Jeft any man fhould boaft: for we are his work-

<¢ manthip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good
¢« works, which God hath before ordained that
¢« we fhould walk in them *.—Whereof [.was
< made a minifter, according “to the gift of the
¢ grace of God given unto me, by the cffectua)
«¢.working of his power. Unto me, who am lefs
<¢-than the leaft of all faints, is this grace given,
¢ that I fhould preach among the Gentiles the
¢¢ unfearchable riches of Chrift .” .
. 3. Belicvers have peace from the challenges of
an evil confcience, through Chiift, as they have
an abfolute affurance of being delivered from the
power of fin, and effeGtually enalled .to glorify
® Eph,ii, 8, g, 10, } Eph.iil 7,8
him
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*him with their fouls and with their bodies, which
are his. This muft be the moft earneft defire
of every convinced finner. He breathes after de-
liverance from the bondage of fin : the more he
hath felt the weight of: his chains, the more he
longs to be free. This is infcparable from ge-
nuine convictions, on the principles above 'aid
down. How mucli muft it contribute to com- .
poie_the confcience, to know that this defire
fhall certainly be accomplifhed ! However much
caufe he may have to condemn himfeIf for his
paft provocations, or to dread the weaknels of
his own refolutions of future amendment, he
knows and trufts in the power of his Redeemer.
He knows-that henceforth he fhall not ferve fin,
that its dominion fhal! be gradually broken thro’
-life, and entirely deftroyed at death.  As the end
of Chrift's coming was to glorify his heavenly
~ Father, he knows that the glory of God cannot
be promoted by leaving the finner under the
bondage of corruption, and therefore that he
thall be purificd, and made meet to be a ¢ par-
< taker cf the inheritance of the faints in light.”
If we look with care and attention into the
New Teftament, we thall perceive that there is
a clofe and mutual conne@ion between burjuf-
tification and fan&ification, and that both arce
reprefentcd as the fruit of our Redeemer’s pur.
«hafe : ¢ There is therefore now no condemna-
M 2 ¢ tion

.
g
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¢ tion to thofe that are in Chrift Jefus, who walk
«¢ notafter the flethbut after the Spirit : for the laws
¢« of the Spirit of life in Chrift Jefus, hath made:
¢¢ me free from the law of fin and death : for what
¢¢ the law. could not do, in that it was weak
<< through the flefh, God fending his own Son
<< in the likenefs of finful flefh, and for fin con-.
s¢ demned. fin in the fleth *.” All the blef-
fings of falvation are reprefented as following one: .
another in a continued chain or feries, not one.
link. of which can poffibly be broken: ¢ For,
¢¢. whom he did foreknow, he alfo did predefti-
¢ nate.to be conformed to the image of his Son,.
¢¢ that he might be the firft-born. among many,
¢« brethren. Moreover, whom he did predefli-.
¢ pate, them he-allo called ; and whom he call-
¢ ed, them he alfo juftified ; and whom he juf-.
<. tified, them he allo glorified +.”” Thereis a
cleanfing and purifying virtue in the blpod of
Chirft, as well as an-infinite value in the way oft
purchafe and atonement : ¢ For if the blood" of
< bulls, and of goats; and the athes of an heifer
¢ fprinkling the unclean, fan&ificth to the pu-
¢¢ rifying of:the fieth ; how much more fhall the
¢ blood of Chrift, who through the eternal Spi-
& rit offered himfelf without fpot to God,
¢¢ purge your confcience from dead works to .
«¢ ferve the living God 1

- . ® Rom,viii. 1) 2.3, + Rom. viii, 29, 30, 1 Heb, ix,
! 13,. l‘f" - N
: JNone
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None but real Chrittians, exercifed in the fpi-
ritual life, know the value or neceffity of the
promifes of ftrength and affiftance contained in
the fcriptures.  The glory of their Redeemer’s
perfon, fpoken of in fo magnificent terms, both
in the Old Teftament and the New, is furveyed
by them with the moft exquilite delight. The
power and efficacy of his adminiftration, is to them
a fource of unfpeakable comfort. Under him,
as the Captain of their falvation, they ¢ difplay
¢¢ their banners,” and go forth with undaunted
courage to meet every oppofing enemy, believing
that they fhall be ¢¢ more than conquerors thro’
¢¢ him that loved them.” Among many others,
fee the two following paffages: % O Zion, that
¢ bringeft good tidings, get thee up into the
¢ high mountain: O Jerufalem, that bringeft
¢ pood tidings, lift up thy voice with ftrength:
¢ lift it up, be not afraid : fay unto the cities
«¢ of Judah, Behold your God. Behold, the Lord
¢ God will come with ftrong hand, and his
¢¢ arm fhall rule for him : behold, his reward is
s¢ with him, and his work before him. He fhall
*¢ feed his flock like a thepherd; he fhall gather
¢¢ the lambs with his arm, and carry them in
¢ his bofom, and fhall gently lead thofe that are
¢ with young *.—Fear thou not, for I am with
4 thee: be not difmayed, for I am thy God:

® 1fa, xl. 9, 10, 11;

M3 ‘ ¢¢ T will
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¢ I will ftrengthen thee, yea, I will help tliee,.
¢ yea, I will uphold thee with the right-hand of
¢¢ my righteoufnefs. Behold, all they that were
¢ incenfed againit thee, fhall be afthamed and
¢ confounded : they fhall be as nothing, and
¢¢ they that ftrive with thee, fhall perifh.  Thou
¢« {halt feek them, and fhalt not find them, even

¢ them that contended with thee :' they that

¢¢ war again{t thee; thall be as nothing, and as
¢¢ a thing of pought. For I the Lord thy God
¢ will hold thy right-hand, faying unto thee,
¢ Fear not, I will help thee *.

SECT. VIIL
Hiw the Chr yimn is governed in bis daily convers

' Jationa -
EFORE concluding this chapter, I fhall
fpeak a few words of the principles by which
a believer is governed in his after obedience. On
this the reader may obferve, that a change in
his whole charaler and conduét immediazely and

neceflarily takes-place.  The love of Geod is .

¢¢ fhed abroad in his heart by the Iloly Ghoft,”
and is the commanding principle of ail his future
altions. It conftantly difcovers its influence,
except in fo far as it is refifted and counteralled
by the remaining flruggles of that ¢¢ Jaw in his
¢ members, which warreth againft the law of

* If, xli, 10, 11, 13, 13,

¢« God
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¢ God in his mind.” By the difcovery which
he hath obtained of the real nature and infinite
amiablenefs of God, his will is renewed ; he ap-
proves the things that are exccllent, and gets fuch
an impreffion of the obligation of the law of
God, as cannot be afterwards cffaced.  So Jong
however as he continues under a load of unfor-
given guilt, and fecs every perfeciion of God
armed with terror againft himfelf, there ean be
little elfe than flavith fear: but when he hears a
_gracious promife of pardon ; when on examin-
ing the cvidence his doubt and uncertainty is
removed ; whon he fees the rightcous ground en
which this forgivencls is built, he lays hold of
it as his own, uﬂd is united to God by unfeign-
ed love. This love, though weakin its mea~-
fure, is, notwithflanding, perfe& in its nature,
and therefore powerful in its influence; being
at once a love of cﬁeem, of gramude, and Of
defire. - i
.. The love of God is the ﬁrﬁ precept of the mo~
ral law, and’ the firft duty of every intelligent
creature ;. but it is eafy to fee, that unlefs our love
is fixed. upon the true God, it is fpurious and
unprofitable : and unlefs the true God is feen ia
s¢ the face of Jefus Chrift,” for any finner to
Jove him is impoflible : but through the glorious
gofpel, the new nature is effetually pfoducea‘
" and cannot be produced in any other way. It
M 4 is
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is Chrift Jefus who reveals to us the true God,
the knowledge of whom we had loft. <¢ No
¢ man hath feen God at any time; the only
¢« begotten Son, which is in the bofom of the
¢ Father, he hath declared him *.” It is he
.who makes our peace with God, whom we had
‘offended by our tranfgreffions ; for 4¢ being jufti-
¢ fied by faith, we have peace with God through
' ¢ our Lord Jefus Chrift +.” And it is he whg
-reconeileth our minds to God, by difcovering his
mercy to us ; fo that he might well fay of him-
felf, ¢« I am the way, and the truth, and the
¢¢ life ; no man cometh unto the Father but by
¢ me 1. »

I might eafily fhew, that the love of God is
the fource, the fum, and the perfeGtion of holi-
nefs.  All other duties naturally flow from it;
pay, all other duties are nothing elfe but the ne--
cd!iry exprefions of it, But inflead of enter-
ing into a particular detail, fuffer me only to op-
ferve thefe twd things 3 Firft, That a believer is
under the conftant influence of gratitude to God 5
-and, fecondly, That this includes in it, and will
tainly produce, the moft fincere and fervent love

. #0 all his fellow-creatures.
1. A believer is under the conftant influence
- of gratitude to Geod, and that not of 2 commen
kind. It is not merely thankfulnefs to a bounti-
"% John i, 18, 4 Rom.v. 3. 1 Joha xiv. 6.
ful
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ful .and liberal benefallor, for metcies which
have not been deferved, but a deep fenfe of ob-
ligation to a Saviour,” who loved him, and wafh:
ed him in his own bloed from the guilt he had
contralted ; who faved him by his own death
from the dreadful penalty which he had incurred:
What the influence of this muft be, we may
gather from the words of the apoftle Paul, ¢ Fot
¢¢ the love of Chrift conftraineth us, becaufe wé
¢¢ thus judge, That if one died for all, thén were
¢t all dead ; and that he died for all, that they
¢¢ which live fhould pot henceforth live unte
$¢ themfelves, hut umo him which died for them;
* and role again.”

I eannot immediately drap this fubje&, but
intreat the reader to obferve how deeply a fenfd
of redeeming love muft be engraven on the heart
of every believer. On how many circuniftances
will he expatiate, which ferve te magnify tha
grace of God, and point out the foree of his
own obligations? The infinite greatnefs and

- glory of God, independent and all-fufficients

that he thould have compaffion on the guilty firr+
ner, and fay, * Deliver him flom going down
¢ into the pit; I have found a ranfom.” O,

. how piercing thofe rays of love, which could

reach from the Godhead to mani To this he
will never fail to add his own unworthinefs his
numerous, aggravated, repeated provocatigns,
He never lofes fight of thofc fins which firft com -

Ms pelled
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pelled him to fly for refuge ¢ to the hope fet be~
¢ fore him.” His own intereft obliged him to
remember them before, as expofing him to con-
demnation, and he is now willing toconfefs and
record them, as ferving to illuftrate the divine
_mercy.

© - And Jet us never forget the unfpeakable gift
of God, ¢ That he fpared not his own Son, bug
¢ delivered him up for us all.” How fhall we
fufficiently wonder at the boundlefs mercy of
the Father, and the tnfinite condefcenfion of the
"Son, when we refle upon his incarnation; and
on the aftonifhing end of his appearance in our
nature, that he might ¢ bear eur fins in his
¢ own body on'the tree.” Did he overcome all
his enemies in his laft confli&t, and ¢ make a
¢ fhew of them openly, triumphing over them
& in his crofs i’  And fhall he not alfo, by the
fame means, reign in his people’s hearts, "and be -
the fovereign Lord of all their affetions?

To all this, I thall only add that glorious in-
heritance, which is provided for every ¢ veflel of
 mercy,” after he hath paffed his preparatory
trials, How well may we join with the apoftle
Peter in this-folemn form of thankfgiving, ¢¢ Ble(-
¢ fed be the God and Father of our Lord- Jefus-
s¢: Chrift, which, - according to his abundan¢
¢«¢-mercy, hath begotten us agiin by the refur-'
« re&xon of Jefus Chnﬁ from the dead, te-an

: - - seiphéa

BTN
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 jnheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and
¢ that fadeth not away *,”” Now, when al]
thefe circumftances are confidered by the believer, -
together with fuch as may be peculiar to himfelf
and his own paft conduét, muft he not be ready
to cry out, ¢ Lord, what wilt thou have me to
¢¢ do! O that I knew how I might repay fome
¢ fmall purt of my infinite obligations! O thae
¢ I knew by what means, or at what expence I
“ might magnify and do thee honour! Write
< thy laws in my heart; and put them in my
¢ inward parts, and enable me in every poflible
¢ way to fhew that [ Jove thee, becaufe thoy
¢¢ haft firft loved me.”

2. This plainly includes in it, and will-cer-
tainly produce the moft fincere and fervent love
to his fellow-creatures. As love to God is the
firft, fo love to man is the fecond commandmeng
of the moral law. We have our Lord’s own ausx
thority for faying it is *¢ like” unto the firft; and
that love which ¢¢ worketh no, ill to his neighy
* bours,” is the ¢ fulfilling of the law.” Every
one is ready to acknowledge, that love to may

-

. is an important branch of pradtical xclmon,

But many great pleaders for this duty- do not fuf-
ficiently attend to its infeparable conneflion with-
the love of God, and in particular with-a fenfe of
redeeming love, or the love of God in Chrift;

* 1Pt i, 3, 4e t

M6 ".ch;
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Yet is there no fuch principle of nnwerfa.l lové
any where to be fourid? -

In order to take a fhort view of this, it will bc
" proper to diftinguifh our bsethren of mankind
into the two genesal claffes of bad men and
- good. As to bad men, the fame love to God,
the {ame coneera for his glory, which fills the
Chriftian with grief and indignation at their moft
daring offences, infpires the moft ardent defire
for their recovery and falvation. This is the
only love to them, which is either aceeptable to
God or profitable to themfelves. It will thew it-
#)f in al} the offices of kindnefs and bumamity 5
in inftruing them where there is ability, admo<

R nifhing them where there is opportunity, and

-#n pleading for them at the throne of grace, to
which there is always undifturbed aecefs. The
Meliever, knowing the danger of fin, and having
a profpe&t of approaching eternity, is moved
with compaffion for blind and inconfiderate fin-
ners.  Their condu@ leads him to refle&t up-
on the depravity of his own nature, and earneftly
to pray, that they may be partakers of di-
vine grace,

He that loveth God is under little temptatiosi
to hate his brother ; or rather, in fo far as he lov<
eth God fingerely, he is under none at all. Hatred

" commonly arifeth from “envy and rival purfuits,

~But a Chiftian, moere than fatisfied with his own

A. A pot-



portion, hath no occafion to envy others, either
what they poflefs or profecute. In what a con--
temptible light does he look upon the honours,
riches and pleafures, about which thereis fo vio-
lent a ftruggle among worldly men? It is jm-
poflible, therefore, that he fhould hate thole
who do not interfere with him, though in many
cafes he is difpofed heartily to pity their folly and
delufion.

Nay, the matter does not even reft here, for
the Chriftian is laid under the moft exprefs com-
mand to ¢ love his” perfonal ‘¢ enemies, to
¢¢ blefs them that curfe bim, to pray for them
¢¢ who defpitefully ufe him and perfecute him.”
This is the glory of the gofpel, which gives the
do&rine of Chrift a luftre far fuperior to the
moft admired fyftems of human virtue. And,

" however hard a faying it may appear at firft

view, when we confider the charaéter and hopes
of a penitent finner, -and the example of his
expiring Saviour, it hath nothing ftrange or in-
credible in it at all: That he, who expeéls from
the free grace of God pardon for his innumerable
and aggravated offences, fhould be ready to for-
give the far flighter trefpafles of his brethren
againft himfelf. Or rather, that he fhould take:
the higheft pleafure, and think it his honour te:
do fo, when he remembers his Redeamer’s dying
wakdsy
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words, ¢ Father, forglve them, for they know
“ not what they do.”

As togood men, there is no manner of diffi
culty : thcy are united together by the tendereft
and the ftiongeft ties, and love one another
with a pure heart fervently. It was no won:
der, that when Chriftiarity was in a perfecuted
ftate, theheathens fhould make the remark, ¢ Be-
¢ hold how thefe Chriftians love one another !”
They had a common chara&er, a ' ¢common Sa-
viour, common fufferings, and common hopes,
And muft it not be the fame fill? for ¢ all that
‘< will live pod:y in Chrift Jefus muft (uffer per-"
¢ fecution.” If they are not perfecuted with
the fwords, they fhall be perfecuted with the
tongues of men. They have the ftrongeft mo-
tives to love oné another, and nothing to divide
them, for there can be no rivalthip or jealoufy.
between thofe who poflefs or court the ¢¢ true
¢¢ riches.” There is'enough in 2n all-fufficient
God to fatisfy the defires of all his faints ; and’
they being intimately united to the one only
living and true God, muft of confequence be
united - to one another. * This is the tenour of:
their Saviour’s interceffory prayer : ¢¢ That they.
<< all may be “one, as thou, Father, art in me,
s« and I in thee ; that they alfo may be one in
% us: that the world may believe that thou hafk
¢¢ fent'me. And the glory which thou gaveft

. *¢ me,
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¢ me, I have given them: that they may be one,
¢ even 23 we areone. I in them, and thou in
¢ me, that they n.lay be made perfect in one,
¢¢ and that the worid may know that thou haft
¢ fent me, and haft loved them, as thou haft
loved me*.”

CONCLUSION.

Shall now clofe this difcourfe with fome pric-

tical improvement of thefe important truths.
Several refleClions have indeed already been in=
terwoven with the particular branches of the
*fubject, and the light which they throw on cther
parts of religicn pointed out. I fhall therefire
at this time only make a few obiervations upon
the whole, and proceed to a_ferious addrefs
to all my readers on this moﬂ interefting fub-
Je& “And,

1ft, From the various truths above eﬁabli{hed;
and the order in which they have been opened,
we may fee the indiffoluble connetion between
falvation by the grace of God, and holinefs in
heart and converfation. We may fee their equal
importance and their influence tpon one another.
There are many who attempt to- divide thofe
things which God hath infeparably joined. Many
infift only on the duties of the Jaw of God, and
our natural obligations to obedience ; and aré

" ® John-xvii, 21, 22, 230 - - - 0 i

e hardly
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bardly brought to any mention of the righteouf®
nefs of Chrift, as the ground of a finner’s accep- .
tance before God. Nay, fome fciuple not to af-
firm, that the do&trine of juftification by free grace,
or a fianer’s being found in Chrift, hot having
his own righteoufnefs, weakens -the obligation
to holinefs, and tends to introduce licentiouf-
nels of praQice. But from what hath been faid
in the above difcourfe, we may learn, not only
in general the abfolute necefity of a change, but -
how this flands conneéted with the purchafe and
gift of falvation, the charalter and work of a
Redeemer. It will plainly appear, that a change
in fome refpe&s. is -neceflary to bring us to, and
in others is the neceffary effet and confequence
of, the acceptance of falvation.

I have endeavoured in the pteceding pages to
thew, that a difcovery of the nature and glory of
God, and of the infinite evil of fin, is ablolutely
neceffary, in order to our either underftanding
~or relifhing the do&rine of the crofs. What
fs this then, but a change begun? Muft not
the dominion of fin in every fuch perfon have re-
ceived a mortal. blow? Doth any thing more
direCtly tend to holinefs, than to fee the power
and glory of a holy God, and how <¢ evil
+¢ and bitter a thing” it is to depart from him ?
On the other hand, is it not neccﬂ'ary to com=
plete dxe change, that theze be & fenfe of recon-

c.liation

i
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ciliation and peace ? ¢¢ Can two walk together
¢ except they be agreed ?”” Can any perfon
live in the love and fervice of God, while he con-
ceives him to be his enemy, and fuppofes him-
felf ftill the objet of his wrath- and difpleafure ?
But fuppofing this reconciliation obtained, let
me boldly afk, What motive to holinefs i all
manner of converfation, equal to the force of re-
deeming love? Judge, O Chriftian, will any
cold reafoning on the nature and beauty of virtue
have fuch an effe& in mortifying corruptions, as
a believing view of a pierced Saviour? Where
-fhall we find fo faithful, fo aQive, fo chearful a
fervant of God, as one who joins with the apeftle
Paul in faying, ¢ I am crucified with Chrift :
¢ neverthelefs I live; yet not I, but Chrift liv-
"¢ eth in me : and the life which I now live in
¢¢ the fleth, I live by the faith of the Sen of
¢ God, who loved me, and gave himfelf for
#“ me®.” Faith in Chrift Jefus never can take
place in any heart, unlefs there has been an in-
ternal work of the Spirit of God teftifying of
him ; and there is no effeQual principle of new

obedience, but faith which worketh by love, |
2. What has been faid above, will ferve to ex-
plain fome controverfies with which the truths of
the gofpel have been often darkened and per-
plexed ; particularly thofe relating to the priority,

’ - ® Gal, ii, 20, ’
' or
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or right of precedency, fo to fpeak, between faith
and repentance. Some make repentance, that is,
as they explain it, forrow for fin, ferious refolu-
tions of forfaking it, and begun reformation, the
joint grounds. ef our acceptance with. the merit
of a Saviour.. Thefe, with great p]auﬁbmty,
flate the matter thus : That our fincerity is ac-
cepted through the fatisfadtion of Chrift, inftead
of that perfect obedience to which we cannot now
attain ; and, when taken in a certain light, this
afiertion is undoubtedly true. Others, difcern-
ing the falfhood that may lurk under this repre-
{gitation, ard fearing the coiifequences of every
felf-righteous plan, are tempted to go to the op-
pofite extreme, That they might fhew falvation
1o be wholily of grace, fome have even prefumed
te ufe this harfly and unfcriptural expreflion, thdt
it is not nece{liry to forfake fin-in order.to conre
to Chrift. I coyld fhew a fenfe in which this
alfo is true, even as it is'not neceflary‘to forfake
your difeafe in order to a}}ply to the phyfician,
But if it is net neceflary to forfake it, [ am fure
it is necefliry,- in both cales, to hate it, and de-
fire deliverance from it.

‘This d.fculty will be eafily folved from what
has been faid in the preceding parts of this trea-
tife, and we may learn to preferve the truth, with-
out expofing it to the fcorn ar refentment of its
-enemics, The reader may obfcrve, then, that

none

e e e ;o
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none can fee the form or comelinefs of a Saviour
ftanding in-the room of finners, and purchafing
forgivenefs from abho]y God, till thz glory of
this Ged is difcovercd, till the guilt of fin lays
hold of the confcience, and its power is both fult
and lamented.  This may, perhaps, be called re-
pentance, and I belicve it is calied fo fometimes
in the holy feriptures, particularly in the follow-
ing paffage: ¢ Repent ye thercfore, and be con-
€ vcrted that your fins may be blotted cut, when
¢ the times of refrefii ng ﬂmﬂ come from the prer
t ferice of the Lord .7 Bc.t the finner does not
fo properly forfake fin in order to ccme to Chrifl,
. as he flies to him for deliverance from its cone
demning guilt and enflaving power, Heis fo far
from coming to God with a gift in his hand, even
of his own prayers and penitential tears, that his
convitions coniinue to follow him, if I may
" fpeak f‘o, through every lurking place, till he is
entirely Tubje&ed, till heis ’hnyt naked and bare,
and dc'\rwch of every fhadow of excule,  Then
it is that falvation through a defpifed crucified
Saviour becomes un'p‘akaLly amiable in all its
parts, fin becomes more perfefily hatcful, and
an aflured profped is obtained of its immediate
mortific cation, and, in due time, of its intire and
corrpl\.te diftre@ion,  Thus faith and repﬁn-
tance are involved in one another, they produce,

*® AQs iil, 19, d
! an
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and are produced by one another. They may
be. treated 'of diftin&tly, but they cannot exift
feparately. So that whenever any of them is
found alone, or ftands independent of the other,
that very thing is a {ufficient evidence that it is
falfe and fpurious.

3. From what has been faid on this fubje&,
'we may be enabled to judge what are the funda-
mental and effential do&trines of the gofpel, to
which all others are but fubordinate and fubfer-
wvient. Regeneration, or the New Birth, we are
warranted to fay, after the example of our Sa-
viour, is abfolutely neceffary to falvation : ¢ Ex-
¢ cept 2 man be born again, he cannot fee the
¢ kingdom of God.” If any man, therefore,
depart from this truth, he makes fhipwreck of
the faith, and will at laft be found to fizht againfh
God. It is alfo plain, that the reconciliation of
a finner to God muft be through the blood of the
atonement : ¢¢ For other foundation can no man
¢ lay, than that is laid, which is Jefus Chrift *.”
If any man hold by, and build upon, this great
foundation, he fhall be finally accepted, though
many things may be found in him juftly blame-
worthy. Nor is it eafy, indeed, to fay what de-
gree of error and mifapprehenfion concerning
thefe truths themfelves, may be confiftent with
abiding by the fubftance. But certainly all who - -

® j Cor, iii- 11,

direélly
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dire@ly and openly oppofe them, may be faid ¢« to
¢¢ bring in damnable herefies, even denying the
¢« Lord that.boupht them, and to bring upon
¢ themfelves fwift deftruflion ¢.”

- This may teach us, what judgment Chnﬂlans
ought to form of the many parties and fations
which divide the vifible church. There may be
fmaller differences, which keep them afunder on
earth, while, in faith and in love to an unfeen Sa-
viour, they are perfeftly united. We are told
that. God fhall gather his eleét from the four
winds, and that ¢ many fhall come from the eaft
“ and weft, and fhall fit down with Abrabam,
¢¢ and Ifaac, and-Jacob, in the kingdom of hea-
¢ ven *,” I always think with much pleafure

. on the-perfect union of this great and general-af-

fembly of the church of the firft-born. Then all
other diftin&ions, all other defignations fhall be.
abolifhed, and thofe fhall make one pure and.un-
inixed fociety, who have received ¢ a white ftone
¢t and a new name,” and * whofe names are.
¢ written in the Lamb’s book of life.” The
profpe@ of this thould keep us from immoderate’
refentment, at prefent, againft any of whom we
have reafon to think that they hold the founda-
tion, are acquainted with real and practical reli-
gion, orhave had experience of a faving change.

+ 2.Pete i, 14 ® Matt, viii, 11,

No
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No man, .indeed, can deny it to be juft, that
every one would endeavour to fupport that plan
of the difcipline and government of the church of
Chrift, and even the minuteft parts of it, which
appear to him to be -founded upon the word of
Gud.  But fill found dorine is more to be ef-
tecmed than any form. Still We ought to confider
the excellence of every particular form, as ¢on-
fiting in its fitnefs to promote or preferve the
knowledge of the truth, and to carry on a work
of iilumination, conviction, and converfion, to
the faving of the foul. Would any Chriftian fhew
that he is of a truly catholic difpofition, let him
difcover a greater attachment to thofe even of
different denommatxons, who feem to bear the
‘image of God, than to profane perfons, be their
apparent or pretended principles what they will.
Let us pay fome regard- to other diftinétions, but
ftill the greateft regard to the mofl important of
all diftin&ions, that of faints and finners.

" 4. As this great diftin&ion divides the whole
human race, and is fo very important in its con-
fequences, let me earneftly intreat every one who
perufeth this treatife, to bring the matter to a
trial with regard to himfelf. Anfwer this que{hon
in ferioufnefs, Whether do you belong to the one
clafs or the other? We .are dropping into the
grave from day to day, and our flate is fixed be-
yond any pofiibility of change. What aftonifth-

mar
3
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inz folly to continue in uncertainty whether we
fhall go to heaven or hell, whether we fhall be
companions of angels, or aflociates with blaf-
pheming devils, to all eternity. Nothing, there-
fore, can: be more falutary, than that you make
an impartial fearch .iito your prefent chara&er
and ftate. If you have ground to conclude that
you are at peace with God, what an unfpeakable
fource of joy and confolation? If otherwife, there
i$ no time to lofe in haftening from the brink of
the pit. May I not-with fome confidence make
this demand of every reader, that he would fet
- apart {fome time,, and apply with vigour and ear-
neftnefs to the duty of felf-examination.” Is not
this demand reafonable? What injury can you
fuffer by complying with it? Will confcience
permit any to continue unreproved in the neglect
_of it? Have you read fo much on the fubjeét of
regeneration, and are you unwilling to reap the
henefit of it ? Let every one, without exception,
take up or renew this grand enquiry, ¢¢ Am I in
<. Chrift ? That is, am I a New Creature or not ?
¢ Am.I a child of God? or do I fill continue
€ _an heir of hell ?”7.

. 5. As it.is more than probable there will be
fome readers who are, or have reafon to fufpect,
themfelves “unrenewed; I would now come as an’
ambaflador fram- Chnﬂ, and. endeavour to nego-
tiate peace. Wherefore ¢¢ as though God did
. ¢ befeech



264 A PracticaL TREATISE
¢ befeech you by'me, I pray you in Chrift’s fteady
« be ye reconciled unto God *.”. While I at-
tempt this, I defire to do it under a juft impreffion
«of the great and principal truths which have been
~illuftrated on this fubje&t. I know that this
change is a work of the Holy Spirit. of grace;
that he only can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean ; that without his effeCtual blefling, the
cleareft and moft conclufive reafoning direQed
to the underftanding, the moft warm and pathetic
application to the. affections, will be altogether
fruitlefs, I know that great natural abilities are
often perverted and abufed, that the foundeft rea-
fon.in worldly things, and the moft brutifh folly-
in matters of eternity, are often,joined together.
That mezima,y be learned fcholars, eminent po-
liticians, a&ive 'merchants, fkilful tradefmen, and
yet blinded finners, whom no inftru@ion can en-
lighten, whom. no warning can-alarm. But I
know and believe, at the fame time, that-God,
<. whom I-ferve with my fpirit in the gofpel of
¢¢ his Son,” is: able to-make ¢ his word. quick’
<t and powerful, {harper than a two-edged fword;-
¢¢ piercing even to the dividing afunder of foul
<. and {pirit, and of the joints-and marrow, and
<¢- 3 difcerner of the thoughts:and: intents of  the:
¢ heart: 1+’ There is an:exprefs. appointment:
that the: wicked {lsall ¢ receive warning;” amdin
o W aCorsvy 2’2 4 Heb, iv; ra,

this



LS P

Sy

PN TR SR

. _oNREGENERATION. 265

this way alone the watchman can ¢ deliver his
¢ own foul.” Itis alfo agreeable to reflet, that
when God giveth ¢ a door of utterance,” he is .
alfo often pleafed to give ¢ a door of faith,” which
I pray may be the cafe with many who read this
difcourfe, for Chrift’s fake.

Let me, therefore, repeat in your. ears this
truth, and may God Almighty by his Spirit carry
it to your hearts, that ¢ except a man be born

, ¢¢ again, he cannot-enter into the kingdom of

¢ God.” Every child of Adam, by nature, is
at enmity with God, and muft cither be renewed
in the {pirit of his mind, or perifh eternaily. It
is of no confequence what you are as to outward
ftation, if you are not reconciled to God; it
is of no confequente what you are as to outward
profeflion, if you are not inwardly changed.
‘God is no réfpe&er of perfons, and, thercforc,
whether you are high or low, rich or poor, -whe-
ther you are of one denomination of Chriftians
or another, if you have not been the fubje&s of
a renewing and fan&ifying work of the Holy Spi-
rit, you are children of wrath, and, if you die in
that condition, muft ¢ go away into everlafting
¢¢ punifhment.” To reflet ferioufly but fora |

“few moments on this truth, and that every one

of us is fo deeply concerned in it, one would
think might be fufficient to alarm us all, either
for ourfelves or for others, or for both, Who
: N . could
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could imagine that this weak fleth, fo frail in its
nature, and {o eafily taken to pieces, fhould-yet -
fo harden us againft the impreffion of approach-
ing eternity.—But is there any hope of relief?
Yes there is, and that as univerfal as the danger.
The commiffion is unlimitted, ¢ Go ye into all

‘¢ the world, and preach the GospEL to every

¢ CREATURE %.”

In order to make this exhortation the more
Uiftin& and effectual, 1 fhall endeavour to addrefs
it in a particular and feparate manner to the fol-

“lowing clafles: The Rich and the Poor; the

Young and the Old ; the Self-righteous and the
Chief of Sinners.

1 would preach the everlafting -gofpel to the.
Rich and Afluent, on whom (as the world choofes
to exprefs it) fortune fmiles, who are well and
plentifully fupplied with every prefent conve-
niency. The prophet Jeremiah, in trying the
fuccefs of his meflage, fays, ¢ I will get me un-
< to the great men, and wil fpeak unto them +.”
It is, indeed, a matter of no fmall difficulty often
to perfuade fuch to hear the truths of the gofpel,
Let them not be offended while I mention the
words of our blefled Saviour, ¢¢ Verily I fay un-
¢ to you, that a rich man.fhall hardly enter-
¢« into the kingdom of heaven.” And again,
4¢ I fay unto you, it is eafier for a camel to go

* Mark xvi, 75, C g Jer, v, s,
.o ¢ through
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% through the eye of amneedle, than for a rich,
¥ man to enter into the kingdom of God *.”
When the world is pleafant and inviting, it is
ready to ingrofs our attention, to poflefs our e~
fteem, and to attra& our homagze. Worldly gran-
deur is very ready to infpire the mind wih pride
and felf-fufficiency, which is, of all other things,
the moft deftrullive of real religion, and which
is particularly oppofite to the humbling and felf-
abafing do&rine of fulvation by grace. The
great and fafhionable world is ftill in danger of
the offence of the crofs. Denying themfelves,
bearing profane fcorn, mortifying the flcth, lov-
ing and following a crucificd mafter, are hard le{-
fons, indeed, to men of wecalth and aflluence.
But fuffer me to warn al! fuch, not to * truft
¢ in uncertain riches.” Place not your-happi-
nefs in fo unftable a poffeffion. How ftrong, as
well as how juft, the wife man's expreflions!
<« Wilt thou fet thine eyes upon that which is
¢ not: for riches certainly make themfelvey
¢ wings, they fly away as an cagle towards hea-
< ven +.” Behold, I preach the gofpel to ycu’,
and offer you the true riches, However pride
‘may make you fondly flatter yourfelves, however
your greatnefs or wealth may deter others from.
treating you with plainnefs and ﬁncerity, you are
finners of the race of Adam, you are loft in him

N 2

® Matt, xix, 2g, 24. + Prov, xxiil, g,

by .
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by nature, you are tranfgreflors in practice, and lia-
bleto divine wrath, from which there is no fhelter
but in the blood of Chrift. It is but a very little
time thatyour worldly greatnefs canendure. Death
fhall write vanityon all created glory; and no-
thing elfe fhall fcreen you from the wrath of the
Almighty Judge in the laft and great day. There
the rich and the poor, the prifoner and the op-
preflor, fhall ftand upon a level before the Maker
of them all. Embrace then, while you may, the
“amercy of God. Put on the fpotlefs robe of your
Redeemer’s righteoufnefs, and value it more than
purple and fine linen, or the moft coftly attire.
Seek the bread of life which came down from
heaven, and value it more highly than the moft
{fumptuous and delicate fare. Be not athamed of
a crucified Saviour. Endure with a noble firm-
nefs the difdainful fmiles of a feoffing world. O'!
how amiable is the union of high ftation and piety,
honour and humility, wealth and felf-denial, with
a refolute profeflion of the gofpel ! Blefled is the
memory of Jofeph of Arimathea, an honourable
man, and a counfellor, who boldly begged, and
honourably interred the body of our Lord, after
it had been crucified at the inftigation of corrupt
priefts, and pierced by the inhumanity of brutal
foldiers. ' May the Lord God of nature blefs and
increafe your fubftance, and make every thing
you do to profper, but in his mercy deliver you
‘ from
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from defpifing the gofpel, dying i xmpemtent, and
lifting up your eyes in torments.

2. Let me preach this gofpel to the Poor. Tt
was the glory of the gofpel that it was preached
to the Poor, and given by our Saviour himfelf as
one of the marks of the Mefiah’s amval, that
¢ the gofpel was preached to the poor.,” Very
able was this to their ftate, good news were
~ brought to them in their diftrefs. But think not,
my brethren, that your being poor is enough of
itfelf. It may, indeed, preferve you from many
temptations to which the rich are expofed, and
it ought, one would think, to conftrain you to
feek to be rich towards God. But, alas! this is .
not always the cafe, and, when it is otherwife,
how does it make every confiderate heart bleed
with compaffion and tendernefs! O! unhappy-
they who are both poor and profane, miferable
in time and miferable to ecternity, defpifed on,
earth, and outcafts for ever. Pitiable cafe in-
deed !

But does not the Saviour of finners befeech:
“you to be reconciled unto God. He intreats you:
to come unto him that you may have life. He
regardeth not the perfons of men, but values a
precious immortal fpirit as much in a mean cot-
‘tage as in a fplendid palace. Your rags and’
nakednefs can be no hindrance to your obtaining:
his favour. He counfels you ¢ to buy of him.

- N 3 - ({3 g,old
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¢ gold tried in the fire, that you may be rich;
¢ and white raiment, that you may be clothed.”
But O! confider that you are naturally much more
~ lothfome by fin than by poverty. Humble your~
felves deeply in the fight of God. Fly for refuge
to lay hold of the hope fet before you, Accept
" of a free pardon of all your fins through the blood
of Chrift, and of his Holy Spirit to enable you
to love and ferve him. Re_;once in your portion
as all-fufficient and full, and in the covenant of
- peace, as ¢ ordered in all things, and fure.” Ga
in the fpirit of adoption to your reconciled Father
in Chrift, and afk of him your daily bread. Do
not envy the profperity of others; fince it
is not material whether you fhall live in
plenty and fleep on a bed of down, or live in
firaits and lie on a dunghil, compared to what
fhall become of you for-ever. But, above all, be
not fo mad as to envy finners an unfanlified
profperity.  Rather, when you fce a man of opu-
lence defpifing the fabbath, or hear a wretch in
-a gilded chariot profaning his Creator’s name, be
- ready to fay, ¢ Shall I complain of poverty, when
"4« my Lord and mafter had not where to lay his

¢ head ! No, let me, on the contrary, blefs that ™

-

¢ adverfity which caufed me to confider. Let
¢ me.be very thankful for that humble ftation
¢ which gives me accefs to communion with
¢ God, and does not wafte my time with crouds
¢ of
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¢ of company. Who knoweth whether I fhould
¢ have retained my integrity, if I had been con-
ftantly furrounded with profane gaiety, fwvim-
¢ ming in pleafure, befieged by flatterers, fo-
« Jicited by fenfualifts, befet with temptations?
¢« O that I may be poflefled of the pearl of great
¢ price, reconciled to God, united to Chrift,
¢¢ adorned with divine grace, and that { may be
. ¢ my Redeemer’s at his fecond coming.”

3. I would preach the gofpel -to thofe who aré
but yet in the Morning of life. This is the moft
pleafant and hopeful part of a minifter’s work.
Happy are you, my dear Children, who have been
{o early called into God’s vineyard, but infinitely
mare happy, if you are inwardly and fully de-
termined to comply with the call. I befeech youw
¢ Remember your Creator in the days of your
¢ youth, while the evil days come not, nor the
¢ years draw nigh, when you thall fay you have
< no pleafure in them *.’ Early piety is ex-
ceeding lovely in the eyes of the fober part of

mankind, highly acceptable to God,. and will be
infinitely profitable to yourfelves. Be not enticed"’

with the deceitful promifes and falfe pretences of:

worldly enjoyments, - which are fo ready to in~

flame your paflions, and fo. warmly folicit your

love. Believe the teftimony of all, without ex-

ception, who_have gone before you, and have:
* Ecclefy xii, 1, '

N 4 left
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left this record written on created comforts, that
they are ¢¢ vanity and vexation of fpirit.” Believe
it, you have entered on a world of fin and for-
row. You may feel the early ftirrings of cor-
ruption in yourfelves, and fee its manifeft and

manifold fruits, both in yourfelves and others..

Alas! are there not fome -young perfons who

learn, as their firft language, to blafpheme their

Maker’s name? Many children who cannot

work, are expert in finning. Alas ! your hearts

" are naturally far from God. . You ¢ go aftray
¢ as foon as you are born, fpeaking lies.”

Be perfuaded, therefore, to fly to the blood of

Chrift, the precious blood of Chrift, ¢ who"

<¢ loved you, and gave himfelf for you.” He
died upon the crofs to fave vou from the hell-
which you have deferved by your fins; and he
gracioully invites you, faying, ¢ Sufter the little
«¢ children to come unto me, and forbid them not,
¢¢ for of fuch is the kingdom of God *.” Blefi-
ed are thofe children, who, like' their Saviour,
advance in wifdom as in ftature, and ¢¢ in fa-
¢¢ vour with God and man.” Let young per-
fons in general remember, as they are growing
up, that all the early opportunities of inftruc-
tion which they have enjoyed, efpecially fuch
~as have been brought up under the infpeétion of
pious parents, will greatly aggravate their guilt,-
® Mark x, 144 .
. - 5

-
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if they eontinue to defpife them. Fér this rea-
fon fome, I with I could not fay many, are old
in finy, when they are but young in years.
‘Whereforg, without further delay, betake your-
felves to God in Chrift ; learn and love your Re-
deemer’s name, ‘and let the life that you live in
the flefh, be a life of faith on the Son of God and
only Saviour of the world. Your early entrance
on a religious life will make you regular, efla~
blithed, ufeful, fruitful’ Chriftians. If you are
to continue long in the world, it will greatly
contribute to the fweetnefs and ferenity of life;
and if it be the will of God that you thould die
foon, it will make you meet for the inheritance
of the faints in light. There is fomething very
terrible in the death (often the uncxpe@ed death)
of young perfons, in the bloom or middle .of
life, plunged in fenfuality, inflamed with luft,
and bent on fin of every kind. But, blefled be
God, there are alfo fome agreeable inftances of
young faints quickly ripened by divine grace,
thoroughly mellowed by early afliction, refign-
ing the world, not with fubmiffion only, but
pleafure, and taking wing to aland of reft and
peace, where ¢ the inhabitants fhall not fay, I

- ¢ amfick ;” and ¢ the people that dwell therein

¢ fhall be forgiven their iniquity *.”

* 10 xxxiii, 244

4.1
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4. 1 muft now preach ‘the gofpel-to thofe who
are Old, who having gone through many viciffi-
tudes, are perhaps tottering upon the brink of
the grave, and drawing near to ¢ the houfe
« appointed for all living.” And I do it be-’
caufe my office obliges me to preach the gofpel
to every creature. There is but little plea‘urc in
addrefling fuch,. becaufe there is but little hope
of fuccefs. May. I not fuppofe, that fome one,
or more, may be led to perufe this difcourfe,
who have many years refifted the calls of the
gofpel, and have been long accuftomed ‘to do
evil. What caufe have you to admire the mercy
of God, that you: are not now  in the lake
¢ which burns with fire and brimftone for ever~
“ more ?” Have you not followed many of your
equals.in age to the church-yard and committed
their bodies to the duft2 What preparation have
you made, in confequence of the repricve allowed
you, and the admonitions given you? Hear
then, once more, the joyful found : Believe in
the name of the Son of God, that you may have
life through his name. Fly to his blood, that
you may obtam the forgivencfs.of your fins, and
an “inheritance among them who are fantifieds
He, and none elfe, is able to deliver you. Cry
* to him, that he may breathe upon the dry bones,
and they fhall live. Though you are hardened
in profanity, though you are befoted in fenfu-
N alitys
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ality, though earthly-mindednefs has overfpread
you like a leprofy, his right-hand and his holy
arm will get him the viGtory. He is able to
create you anew unto good works; and, as
“you are already monuments of his patience and
forbearance, to make you to eternity the happy
monuments of his fovereign and almighty grace.
Is there now any remaining obje&ion? Is there
yet any room for farther delay ? Hath not time
fhed its hoary hairs upon your heads, and drawn
its futrows upon your brows? Make hafte
then, and fly for your lives, left you lie down
in forrow, and make your bed in hell.
5. Let me preach the gofpel to the Sclf-
righteous. By the felf-righteous, I mean thofe
- who truft in anr outward, lifclefs form of duties,
in a chara&er formed upen worldly prudence,

and afew of the moft common offices of civi-

lity between man and man ; efpecially thofe, . if
any fuch have perfifted in reading this difcourfe
to the clofe, who defpife the do&trines of the
grace of God. Do any of you lean to the fa-
fhionable fcheme of irreligious, pretended mo-

rality ; and when you are at liberty, treat the
doctrine of free grace, and of Chrift’s righte-.

oufnefs and merit, with contempt and fcorn. As
the full .foul lotheth the honeycomb, fo the
feif-righteaus foul fpurns at the riches of di-

: vie
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vine mercy, and likes not the inceflant repen-
tion of the name of Chrift. Your guilt is of
the darkeft- and deepeft dye. Your danger it is
impoffible to conceive or exprefs. What views

- have you in drawing near to a holy God in fo--

lemn worfhip ? Or what meeting do you expe&t
with God, when he fitteth upon the throne of his
holinefs in the day of judgment ? Do you ever, tho’
in the flighteft manner, make confcience of the
duty of felf-examination ? May I"not have fome

- held of you by that quarter? What fatisfac-

tion have you in your own hearts ? Dare you
tell us now what pafles there? O the power .
of felf-deceit! You would be covered with con-
fufion, did but the world know the foul pollu-

.tion that lodges within you: how much lefs

fhall you be able to ftand, the fri¢t and impar-
tial judgment of the great Searcher of hearts ¥

Do but open the book of God, and what
page will not condemn you? This fentence
ftands uncancelled againft you, ¢ Curfed is every
¢ one, that continueth not in all things that are -
¢ written in the book of the law to do them.
¢ Out of your own mouths will you be judged,
¢ ye wicked fervants. Thou that makeft thy
¢ boaft of the law, through breaking the law,
¢¢ difhonoureft thou God ?”” Bring forth your

~boafted morality, and let it be put to the trial.
- Will you, or dare you fay, * 1 have loved the

¢« Lord
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“ Lord with all my heart, with a] my foul,

“¢ with all my mind, and with.al| my ftrength ?»

Will you fay, I have loved hjs worthip, and
ferved him in public, in my family, and in fe-
cret, and I hope he will accept of it? I think
I am authorifed to anfwer in his name, ¢ Wgas
¢ it worfhipping me to be finging pfalms with
your mouths, and not once rememberin
their meaning ? to be thinking of an hundred
vain things when you were in the houfe of
¢ God? To be praifing without thankfulnefs,
¢ confeffing without forrow, and afking blefl-
¢ ings without defiring them; and to be more
< attentive to the faces and drefles of others
“ around you, than to the frame of your own
hearts? Was it hearing my word, to be
criticifing the flile and manner of the fpeaker,
and laying hold, with the utmoft eagernefs,
of every improper motion or ill-chofen ex-
preflion, as a fund of entertainment for your-
¢ felves and your companions over your cups
¢ and bowls? Or do you call your carelefs,
* bafty, drowfy prayers, with long intermif.
¢ fions, worfhipping me in fecret?”
~ But perhaps you will rather choofe to tru® to
the duties of the fecond table, and what you owe
to your neighbour. Perhaps you will fay, 1
have been honeft in all my dealings, and never
wronged any man : nay, I have been kind and

charitable
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charitable, have dealt my bread to the hungry,
and fupplied the wants of the afflicted and poor. I
anfwer, in the name of God,  Many have been
¢ your defets even in thefe duties ; but fuppofing
. ¢ it to be fo, you have not feared me. It might
¢¢ be from pride, from fear of cenfure, from

¢¢ prudence; but it was not in obedience to

¢ me, for I was not in all your thoughts. Was it

% your duty to your neighbour, to make a mock

¢¢ at his fins, to lead him into intemperance, to

¢¢ defpife him in your hearts, and ridicule him

¢ in your converfation ?”” In one word, do but

examine all your ¢ righteoufnefles,” they will

¢ be found. as filthy rags before God.” Truft

not in fuch a ¢ refuge of lies.

“¢ fhorter than thata man can ftretch himfelf on

¢ it, and the covering narrower than that he

¢ can wrap himfelf in it*.” Believe it, there

is no falvation in any other than in Chrift. His

atoning blood will reconcile you to God: his

grace and love will captivate your fouls: his

holy and blefled Spirit will write his laws in

" your hearts. Believe in him, and you will be
more holy than ever, and yet ftand aftonithed at

© yoer profane and blind pride and vanity. He
will create in you a cléan heart, and you will
then bluth at the thoughts of your remaining
pollution. - You will apply yourfelves to his fer-

< . % If, xxviii, 20,
S - vice

The bed is -

-
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vice with zeal and dilijence, and yer flill (ay you
are unprofitable fervants. One view of the
crofs of Chrift will make fin more odious than
a thoufand fine defcriptions of the beauty of vir-
tue, which commonly ferve only to nourith and
fortify the pride of man. If ever you defire to
{ee the face of God in mercy, or to dwell in his
prefence, believe in Chrift, for there is no other
way to the Father.

6. In the laft place, fuffer me to preach the
gofpel to the Chief of Sinners. Itis the glory of
our Redeemer, that he faves ¢ to the uttermoft
¢ all that come to God by him.” The dig-
nity of his perfon, the greatnefs of his fuffer-
‘ings, and the infinite value of his atonement
founded on both, makes him ¢ mighty to fave.”
Let fuch finners attend to this, who are with-
out excufe, wholc hearts have been a fink of the
greateft impurity, whofe lives are ftained with
the fouleft and the grofleft crimes, whofe fins
have been numerous, and hainous, and fcanda-
lous ; who have no plea to offer, but are fenfi-
ble that they have juitly merited the wrath of
God in its utmoft rigour. Let fuch attend to
this, as are trembling at the thoughts of a’
righteous judgment, and faying, ¢ It is a fear-
¢ ful thing to fall into the hands of the living
¢ God.——Men and brethren, what fhall we
¢ do?” Behold, I bring you good tidings of

mercy
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mercy unmerited, pardon unfolicited, 2 full and
free remiffion of all your fins. ¢ I have blot-
¢¢ ted out thine iniquities as a cloud, and as a
¢ thick cloud thy fins: return unto me, for
. ¢¢ T have redeemed thee?”” Receive this teftimo-
ny, and. ¢ fet to your feal that God is true.” -
Think not to do injury to the ‘grace of God,
by weaving a felf-righteous cobweb, and.refufing
to believe, till you have laid down fome rules of
a new life, and effeCted fome partial reforma-
tion, as if you would firft fave yourfelves, that
'you may be fit for falvation by Chrift. Thefe
_hopes will foon be dathed in pieces. Faith in
the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift is the fin«
ner’s only plea. The more vile you. are in your
own apprehenfion, the more need you have ¢ to”
¢¢ put on Chrift.” The fubfequent change of
heart and practice muft be the effe@ cf his
power, is a part of his purchafe, and ought
to be received as his gracious gift. And I will
venture to foretel, that you will make the greater
progrefs in true holinefs, the lefs you are dif
pofed to boaft of, or to truft in it. :
This, I apprehend, is the gofpel itfelf, ftiled in’
" fcripture with the higheft propriety, the ¢ gofpel of
¢ the grace of God.” Chrift came ¢¢ not to call
¢ the righteous, but finners to repentance.” If
you will rely on him for falvation, he will fhed
5 . abroad
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abroad the love of God in your hearts by the
Holy Ghoft, which will be a powerful and ope-
rative principle of new obedience. 1 befeech
you therefore, in the moft earneft manner, not
to reject the counfel of God againft yourfelves.”
Nothing can be more liberal, or more gracious,
than the offer of the gofpel: ¢ I will give to-
_¢ him that is athirft of the fountain of the wa-
 ter of life freely.” There is no fin of fo
deep a dye, or fo infeCtious a ftain, but the:
blood of Chrift is fufficient to wath it out.
There is not any flave of Satan fo loaded with.
chains, but he is able to fet him free. If you
perith, it is of yourfelves. I have given you
warning, from a fincere and ardent concern for
your everlafting intereft; and may God himfclf,
for Chrift’s fake, by his Holy Spirit, effeClually.
perfuade you to comply with it.

.

FINTIS,
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