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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Firff Edition of the CHARACTERISTICS
was publithed, the beginning of O&ober 1753 ;
the Second the middle of December following ; the
Third, the end of May 1754 5 and the Fourth, in

1755



TO THE
DEPARTED GHOST,

O R

SURVIVING SPIRIT,

Oof ghc late Reverend

WorTny Sig,

DUring a great part of the time I fpent in compofing
the following treatife, I was fully refolved to have
fent it abroad by itfelf;and not to have'dedicated it to any
Perfon in the world : and indeed, in a confined fenfe of the
Yord WorLp, you fee I have ftill kept my refolution.
The reafon of this my intended purpofe was, that I find
the Right Honourable the Earl of Shaftfbury, in an adver-
tfement, or ticket, prefixed to his works, hath exprefled
4 contempt and difdain of all dedications, prefaces, or
other difcourfes, by way of forerunners to a book. This
¢ feems to think a mean and cowardly way in an author,
o creeping into the world, and begging the reception
Which he dares not claim. ‘

A : Being



iv DEDICATION.

Being fatisfied, therefore, of the juftnefs of this ob-
fervition, and being alfo fomewhat confident (as his
Lordthip feems to have been) of the intrinfic worth of my
performance, I intended to have come forth in this ma-
{terly manner. ‘ '

But, upon more mature deliberation, I difcovered, that
the only objections again(t dedications were, the felf-dif-
fidence juft now mentioned, and the fufpicion of flattery
for felfith ends, which is fo contrary to difintetefted bene-
volence ; fo that if I could frame a dedication which
fhould be quite beyond the imputation of any of thefe
two purpofes, I fhould then wholly efcape his Lordfhip’s
cénfure. "This aim, I think, I have fallen nothing fhore
of, when I have dedicated this book to you, moit illu-
ftrious SuaADE! as my moft malignant enemies cannot
but grant, that I could have no expectation of your en-
couraging me, either by buying my book, recommend-
ing it to others, or giving it away to the poor; nay, or
even fo much as voting for my tranflation to a better be-
nefice in' Aflembly or Commiftion.- '

It ftartled me a little, that this condu@ might perhaps,
by evil-difpofed perfons, be reprefented as an approach
to Popery, and refembling their worfhipping of faints :
but, I hope, this can fcarcely be im]putef to me, in the
prefent cafe, fince yau never were efteemed a faint while
you lived, nor ever thirfted after that title.

~ Another more material obje®tion occurred to me, That
a dedication to a dead man, is either almoft, or altoge-
.ther unprecedented. But I am not much concerned,
though this method of proceeding fhould be thought
bold and new, becaufe this is the character which the in-
comparable Mr —— gives of his own eflays upon the
principles of morality and natural religion. Befides, I
am not altogether deftitute of authority: for the memo-
rable Dean Swift has ufed the freedom to dedicate his
Tale of a Tub to Prince Pofterity : I have alfo feen a fa-
tirical poem, called Fure Divino, dedicated, with great

folemnity,

."!
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DEDICATION. v

{olemnity, to Prince (or rather, I believe, to King) Rea-
fon. If, therefore, one of thefe authors might dedicate
a book to a faculty of the human mind, and the other to
an abftract idea, I hope it is no great prefumption in me
to dedicate mine to you, though in ffatu mortuorum ;
efpecially as there is not a living man who hath fo good a
claim to the compliment of a treatife upon my fubject.

But a more gravelling difficulty than any of thefe kept
me fome time in fufpenle, viz. how to get the book pre-
fented to you, as I did not find in myfelf any inclination
to depart this life, in order to tranfport it. After much
trouble, I was at length relieved, by reflecting, that Mr
Pope has affured us, that the gholts of departed ladies al-
ways haunt the places in which they delighted while they
were alive ; and therefore, from analogy, it is to be fup~
pofed, that the fame thing holds with regard to departed
minifters. If this is the cafe, I look upon it as certain,
that your chief refidence is in the Aflembly-houfe at E~
dinburgh, where you have, in your lifetime, both given
and received fo much pleafure. For though I will rot
limit you, in your unembodied ftate, from making cir-
cuits through the country, and vifiting fynods, or pref- -
byteries, particularly in the M eand G ¥s
where there are fo many men after your own heart ; yet,
Idare fay, you will not be abfent from the Aflembly, or
any of the quarterly meetings of the Commiflion, which
hath fo often faved the church from impending dangers.

It is, therefore, my purpofec to go to Edinburgh in
May next, when the Aflembly meets, of whichI ama
member, and there to lay before you my performance,
hoping it will prove moft delicious and favoury to all
your fenfes, to the names of which, and the manner of
their prefent operation, I am wholly a ftranger.

It is probable you have not been accuftomed, thefe two
or three years bypaft, to hear your own praifes celebra-
ted ; and therefore I fhall no farther lanch out into them
than to fay, that there is not one branch of the charaétcr

recommended
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recommended in the following pages, in which you were
not eminent ; and that there never was one ftone by you
left unturned, for promoting the good caufe.——That
you may ftill fit upon the throne, and, by your power-
ful, though invifible, influence, make the intereft of
moderation prevail, is the ardent wifh, and the pious
prayer of, '

Your moft obedient,

- and admiring fefyanf.

PRE-
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P R E F A C E

TO THE

SECOND EDITION.

Ratitude obligeth me to acknowledge the kind re-
ception which the world hath given to the follow-
ing generous effort, for the honour of our church. This
fbews, either that panegyric is by no means fo unac-
c;ptable to mankind in general, as fome ill-natured au-
thors infinuate ; or that this of mine hath been exccu-
ted with very uncommon skill. If this laft fhould be
the true folution, it would give me a double fatisfac-
tion. However, as the love of detraction, in fome per-
Jons, .is incurable, and as many have fuch ulceratcd
minds, that there is no poffibility of applying to them,
even in the fofteft and moft fricndly wu.anner, without
offending them ; to prevent the [preading of any fuch
aleful influence, I think it proper to add a few things
n the flructure of this performance ; part of which
.ﬂdd have accompanied the firtt edition, if it had not
pleafed the publifber to print it without any communi-
cation with the author. :

From the beginning I forefaw it would occur as an
objection, that I have not properly demominated that
party in the church which I have chofen to celebrate
by the words moderation and moderate men. /t is al-
ledged, that, for thefe two or three years bypaft, they
have made little ufe of thefe words, and have chofin ra-
ther to reprefent themfelves as fupporters of the confti-
tution, as acting upon.conflitutional principles, aslo-"
vers of order, and enemies to confufion, &c.; while, at
the very fame time, the oppofite party have taken up the
title of moderation, and pretend to be acting upon mode-
rate principles. = It is alfo hinted, that the juft feveri-
tics which the times render necefJary, require a diffcrent
phrafeology. :

In anfwer to this, I obferve, that my treatife has
really been a work of time, (as, I hope, appears from

‘ ' its
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its maturity), the moft part of it having been compofed
above two years ago, and before this change of language
was introduced. It was originally intended only to ex-
hibite a general view of the diffcrent parties in religion
and learning among us ; though it hath now admitted
a very particular account of the lateft and moft recent
differences in the church, chiefly becaufe the prefent
Jeems likely to be an =ra of fome confequence, andto be
big with fome very great events, as well as perfons,
Befides, I confidered, that this name of moderate men
was much longer the defignation of my friends, than
thofe lately invented; and as they do not even at pre-
Jent allow the claim of their enemies to that character,
it is probable they intend ta take it up again, as foon as
the defigns now upon the anvil fball be completely exe-
cuted. s to the name of moderation being inconfiftent
with a proper vigour, in fupport of their own mea-
Jures, and wholefome feveritics againf? thcir enemies,
it is an objection altogether frivolous, as appears from
the following example : A certain minifter, being asked
the character of a fiiend of his, who had come up to
the Affembly, and, particularly, whether or not he was
a moderate man? anfwered, O yes; fierce for modera-
tion ! : ' -
Ithink it proper to inform the reader, that one great
- reafon of the uncommon choice of a patron to this work
was, an opinion I had long entertained, and in fupport
of which I could alledge very [lrong arguments; from
the fayings of fome great men and fhilofophers, as well
as the practice of a famous ancient nation, with regard
to their kings ; that the true and proper time of afcer-
taining and fixing a man’s character is when he has
done his whole work ; and that pofterity hath as good a
right to the poffeffion and ufe of his fame after death, as
his cotemporaries to his abilities during his life. At the
Jame time, though the author had a particular hero in
view, yet he chofe to publifb it without mentioning his
name, or place of abode, or indeed any circumflance.
Soreign to the character which might diftinguifb the per-
Jon. The defign of acting in this manner was, that in
cafe the world fhauld univerfally agree to afcribe it to the
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Jame perfon he had in his eye, it might be fuch a ju-
JSEfication of the truth of the character, as very few mo-
dcrn dedications can boaft of .

This invention I challenge as wholly my own ; and do
hereby allow and recommend the ufe of it to all future
authors, hoping it will change the fafbion among writers
of character and felf-eftcen, from ufing no dedications
at all, to forming then upon a flan eutirely new. Let
them each keep his patron in his eye, draw lis charac-

- ter as exatly and graphically as pofible, and publifh it
witiout @ namez, or with this infcription, Detur dignif=
fimo: thean, if the world do ninverfally afcribe it to the
perfon intended, let his name be prefixed to the fecoud
edition ; and it will be more true, aud flerling, cid ac-
ceptable praife, than auy hitherto founld in that clofs of
pancgyrics.  But if, on the coutrary, the worid [hall
afcribe it to a differeat perfon, let the author acquicfie
in that determination, rejoice in [0 good an extedicnt
for preventing a blunder, and inake his corrt to his wew
patron, who will hardly refufe to admit him after [f) re-
fined and dclicate a compiiincnt. 1 dore not reconunend
asy thing like this method, with rofpect to the books al-
ready printed, becaufe it would occafion fo violcit a
coittroverfy about the property of many dedications, as
co:ld inot be ended but by the fword ; they being nofi of
them addreffed to great men, who have agreed upon ihvs
method of revenging grofs affronts, and terminaiiig,
in the laft refort, all importaat difputes.  Should aiy
ask, why I have not followed out ny own rule, by now
prefixing the name of my patrons they are to underflznd,
that, for reafons known to myfelf, I iatend to defer it
tili the nineteenth or twenticth edition.

If any [ball think fit to blame me, for writing in fo
bald and affianing a way, through the whole of 1y book,
I anfwer, I have chofen it on purpofe, as being the la-
teft and moft modern way of writing ; and the fuccefs
it has already met with, is a demonfivation of its pro-
pricty and beauty. The [fame thing alfo, to my great
Jatisfaction, is a proof of the jifiice of alate author’s
Sehee of Mioral Philofophy, who Las expelled mortifi-
cation, {cif-denial, humility, aid filence, from amw]zg

the



x PRETFAGCE

the number of the virTUESs, and transferred them, as
he expreffeth himfelf, to the oppofite colmnn; that is
to fay, the column of viceks. That ftheme, I dare
Jay, will fland its ground ; and, as a critic, I obferve,
that it was probably the fingle circumftance juft now
mentioned, that brought upon the author an adverfary,
who, though poﬂ'zﬂed of many truly good qualities, had
the misfortune to be always eminent for modefly, and o-
ther baftard virtues of th}; Jame clafs.

There are fome, I find, of opinion, that it was nei-
ther neceflary nor ufeful for me, to give fo many ex-

" amples of the conduct of the moderate, in the illuftra-

tion of the feveral maxims ; and thefe eminent perfons
themfelves feem to feel fome pain from the expofing of
their virtues to the public view. But is it not an efta-
blifbed truth, that example teaches better than precept 2
Is there any thing more ufual in moral writings, than
to illuftrate them by extracts from the lives of the phi
lofophers, and other heroes, of ancient times? .And
Jince the advantage of example is commonly faid to be,
that it is a living law, or that it puts life into the pre-.
cept, furely the bef? of all examples muft be thofe of per-
Jons really and literally alive : neither fhould fiich per-
Jons themfelves be offended with this conduct ; fince, as
has been hinted above, mortification and felf-denial, are
no more to be reckoned among the virtues, but the vices.

However, I have the comfort to reflect, that from
the oppofite opinions of thofe who have paffed their
Judgment on this performance, 1 am in the middle, and
confequently in the right : for there have been tranfmit-
ted to me mmany noble inflances of moderation, in expecta-
tion, no doubt, that they [bould be added to my collection.
1 thankfully acknowledge my obligations to thefe kind
contributers, but cannot make any ufe of their con-
tributions at prefent ; for it would, at leaft, double
the bulk of the treatife, and thereby render it lefs com-
modious for pocket-carriage. Further, I do affure
them, it was not througg want of materials that a
greater number of examples was not produced, but from

~having duly weighed the proper troportion for a work
“of this extent; and to what hath been fixed with (o

much deliberation, Iam refslved ficdfaflly to adhere.
It
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- It were indeed to be wifbed, that every man were lefd .
2o himfelf, and allowed, in peace and quietnefs, to fi-
nifb his own work his.own way : for I g:;e Jeldom ob-.
Jerved thefe things called hints and fuggeftions, to have:
any other e¢ffect than to perplex and miflead. An au-.
thor’s fituation, when perfecuted with them, [feems to
me very much to refemble that of a gentleman building.
a houj{, or planning out a garden, who, if he hearkens
to the advice, or attempts to gratify the tafle, of every
vifitor, will, in all probability, produce, upon the whole,
a collection of inconfiftencies, a [yftem oj}idiffamity.

I am very [orry to be obliged thus to fpeak in obfcuria
ty, by returning a public anfwer to private obferva-
tions ; but cannot omit teking notice, that it has been
much wondered at, that a certainvery eminent perfon
has been loft in the croud of heroes, without any parti-
cular or diftinguifbing compliment paid to himfelf. Now,
this did not by any means flow from a want of refpect
or efteem, but from a diftruft of my own abilities, and a
defpair of being able to do juftice to fo illuftrious a cha-
racter. Neither indeed was there any great meceffity
(exchrting mere compliment) of [preading his fame,
which hath already gone both far and wide. Befides,
that his many and remarkable exploits, however ftrong
and pregnant proofs they may be of benevolence and fo-
cial affection, have fome circumflances attending them,
which render them more proper fubjects of dfcourfe
than writing. The glare would be rather too great for
even the flrong eye-fight of this genmeration to endure,
when brought very near them. The fun is the mof?
glorious of all obj:Cts in the firmament ; and yet, tho:ugh
it were in the power of a painter to draw him in all fx’:
lufire, there would hardly be found a proper place for.
him in the largeft palace in Great Britain.

The only other objection I [ball take notice of, is, that,
in one refpect, I may be faid to have drawn the pictire
larger than the life, in as much as I feem to [ppofe,
that all moderate men do, in facit, poffifs every one of
the virtues which I have made to enter into the perfec«
tion of the character. This objection, though the one
moft infifted one, is evidently both falfe and foolilh. No

e

. reader,
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reader, of true difcernment, can imagine any [uch
thing. If it were fo, there would be no occafion for
my book at all : on the contrary, the varions maxims in-
Jerted in it, and the various examples produced in illu-
JSiration of them, do fbow that there are different de-
grees of perfection, even among [t the moderate them-
Jelves.  They are a body, every member of which hath
neither the fame abilities, nor the fumne office.  They
are alfo a body moft firmly united, for mutual defence
aad fupport > fo much, I confefs, I intended to inti-
mate ; and that, on this accouut, they are intitled to a
Jort of community of goods, and mutual partic’pation of
each others excellencies. A head may very weli boafl of
the beauty, elegance and activity of the hands, or the
comely proportion and ftrength of the limbs, beloiging to
it ; axdyet, though they are one body, it would be ridi-
culous to fuppofe, that the head or hands are always in
the dirt, when they have the feet to carry them through
it. .
This metaphor of a body, however conmon, is one of
the jufteft and moft fignificative imaginable, out of
which a very long allzgory might be formed ; but I [ball
profecute it no further, at this time, except to acknow-
ledge, that it convinces me of onc real omnfion in my
plan, viz. that what hath been juft now hinted, I ought
to have inferted as athirteenth maxim, and illuftrated it
at large *. It would have been eafy to [hew, that the mo-
derate are remarkable for the moft terfect union and har-
mony, and for a firin and fledfaft adherence to each o-
ther, in the profecution of their defigns. Neither is
there any inflance in which theve is a [lronger contraf?
or oppofition between themand the orthodox ; as mani-
feftly appeared from the conduct of both parties inthe
General Affembly 1753. A friend of ours called the
enemy, upen that occafion, a parcel of confcientious
fools : had he then read the foliowing maxins, which
prove, that they kave as little conicience as wifdom,
it is probable he would have beflowed on thein their true
and preper characier. :

® This was done in the third edition,

-~ ag =~ 7
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EcCcLE S I ASTICAL

CHARAC T ERISTICS.

INTRODUCTION.

|
HF, reader will doubtlefs agree with me, that
moderation is an excellent thing, and particu-
larly the nobleft chara&er of a church-man. - It
is alfo well known, that as all churches have ufually in
them a moderate, and a zealous, high-flying, wild party;
fo our church hath, at prefent, a certain party, who glo~
ry in, and fight for moderation ; and who (itis to be ho~
ped juftly) appropriate to themfelves wholly the charac-
ter of moderate men: neither is it a fmall prefage of a
glorious and blefled ftate of the church, in its approach-
ing periods, that fo many of our young men are {mitten
with the love of moderation, and generally burn with
defire to appear in that noble and divine charaéter.

This hath infpired me with the ambition and expecta-
tion of being helpful in training up as many as are defirous
of it, in this moft ufeful of all (}ziences. For however
perfectly it is known, and however fteddily practifed by
many who are adepts ; and notwithftanding there are fome
young ‘men, of pregnant parts, who make a fudden and
furprifing proficiency, without much affiftance ; yet I
have often obferved, that there are feveral perfons, who
ert, in many inftances, from the right path, boggle at
fundry particular fteps of their leaders, and take a long
time before they are thoroughly confirmed in their prin-
ciples and practice. The fame perfons alfo, by an un-
ftable condu&, or by an imprudent, or unfeafonable dif-
covery of their defigns, have brought a reproach upon
their party, and been an obftruction to whatever. work
they had then in hand. :

A ’ C Thefe
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Thefe bad effects, I humbly conceive, flow chiefly, if
not only, from the want of a complete fyftem of mode~
ration, containing all the principles of it, and giving a
diftinct view of their mutual influence one upon another,
as well as proving their reafonablenefs, and fhewing, by
examples, how they ought to be put in practice.

There is no work of -this kind, to my knowledge, yet
extant ; which renders my prefent undertaking of it the
more laudable; and will, I hope, render it the more ac-
ceptable. :

I muft inform the reader, that after I was fully con-
vinced of the neceflity of fome fuch piece as what follows,
but before I entered upon it myfelf, Iearneftly intreated
feveral of the moft eminent men of the moderate {tamp
among us, thofe burning and fhining lights of our church,
who are, and are efteemed to be, our leaders, that fome
of them would fet about it. However, theyall devolved
it upon me; and made this fatisfying excufe for them-
felves, that they were fo bufied in acting moderation,
that they could not have time to writeuponit. This foorx
led me to think, what would become of many noble de-
figns, and-what advantage our difcontented zealots might
take, if any of the expert fteerfmen of this ecclefiaftical
veflel of ours fhould retire from the helm, but.fo long
time as.would be neceffary to bring a work of fuch a na-
ture, to the perfection in ftrength, fymmetry, and ele-
gance, that, the reader will perceive, even this of mine
is arrived at. '

I thall now proceed to the principal part of the work,
after I have informed the reader of the plan of it; which
is briefly this, to enumerate diftinétly, and in their pro-
per order and connection, all the feveral maxims upon
which moderate men condu¢t themfelves : and forafmuch
as the juftice of many of them, being refined pieces of
policy, is not very -evident at firft fight, I fhall fubjoin
to each an illuftration, and confirmation of it, from rea-
fon, or experience, or both.,, N. B. I fhall make but
very little ufe of fcripture, becaufe thatis contrary to
fome of the maxims themfelves; as will be feen in the

fequel,
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M AXIM L

Al ecclefialtical ferﬁm.t, of whatever rank, whether
principals of colleges, profeffors of divinity, minifters,
or even probationers, that are fufpected of herefy, are
2o be efteemed men of great genius, vaft learning, and
uncommon worth ; and are, by all means, to be fup-
ported and protecied. .

ALL moderate men have a kind of fellow-feeling with
herefy ; and as foon as they hear of any one fufpetted, or
in danger of being profecuted for it, zealoufly and una-
nimoully rife up in his defence. This fact is unqueftion-
able. Inever inew a moderate man in my life, that did
not love and honour a heretic, or that had not an impla-
cable hatred at the perfons and characters of herefy-hun-
ters; a name with which we have thought proper to
ftigmatize thefe fons of Belial, who begin and carry on
profecutions againft men for herefy, in church-courts. .

It is related of the apoftle John, and an ugly ftory it
is, that upon going into a public bath, and obferving
the heretic Cerinthus there before him, he retired with
the utmoft precipitation; left the edifice fhould fall, and
crufh him, when in company with fuch an enemy of the
truth. If the ftory be true, the apoftle’s conduct was
ridiculous and wild: but Dr Middleton has fhown that
the ftory is not true ; and indeed the known benevolence
and charity of Jobn’s writings make it highly improbable.
However, not to enter into that controver{y, whether
it be true or not, the condu of all moderate men is di-
rectly oppofite.

As to the juftice of this maxim, many folid reafons may
be given for it. Compaffion itfelf, which is one of
the fineft and moft benevolent feelings of the human
heart, moves them to the relief of their diftreffed bro-
ther. Another very plain reafon may be given for it :
Moderate men are, by their very name and conftitution,
the reverfe, in all refpects, of bigotted zealots. Now,
it is well known, that many of this laft fort, both clergy
and common people, when they hear of a man fufpected
of herefy, conceive an averfion at him, even before they

C2 know
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know any thing of the cafe ; nor,after he is acquitted, (as
they are all of them commonly in our church-courts), can
they ever come to entertain a favourable opinion of him.
The reverfe of this then is, to be as early and as vigorous
in his defence, as they are in his profecution, and as im-
{)licit in our belief of his orthodoxy, as they are in their
selief of his error. ' .

- Iremember, when I was difcourfing once to this pur-
pofe, a certain raw unexperienced perfon faid, he had
always thought, that not moderation, but lukewarmnefs
and indiflerence to truth, was the reverfe of exceflive
zeal ; and that moderation was fituated in the middle be-
twixt thetwo. To whomIanfwered, Young man, you
do not refleét, that no fierce man can be refiited but by
one as fierce, nor overcome but by one fiercer than him-
{elf ; if, therefore, no body would oppofe the zealots,
but fuch calm midfmen as you mention, in every fuch
inftance the balance of power muft lean to their fide, and
the poor heretic muit fall a facrifice, to the no fmall de-
triment of the caufe of moderation ; which, by the by,
is commonly fupported by the heretics in their ftations,
and therefore they deferve a grateful return.

This brings to my mind another reafon for the maxim,
viz. That heretics being fo nearly related to the moderate
men, havea right to claim their proteétion out of friend-
thip and perfonal regard. This ferves a very noble end ;
for it vindicates the Chriftian religion from the objection
of fome infidels, who affirm, that it does not recommend
private friendfhip : now, moderate men having alla very
great regard to private friendfhip, and perfonal connec-

.tions, do, by their practice, which is the moft folid way,
confute this flander, :

I may add to thefe another argument for the great cha-
racter of heretics, asaflerted in the maxim, which I pick-
ed up from the preaching of a Seceding minifter. He told
his hearers, that when the devil looks out for an inftru-
ment to propagate error, he never makes choice of a
weak filly man, but one able and learned; as well know-
ing, T fuppofe, that though God can fupport his caufe
by any inftrument whatever, yet he needs always the beft
and moft fuflicient he can get. Now, though I hope no

man
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man will reckon me of this fanatic’s principles, fo far as
to think the devil the fource of error; yet the citation
ferves my purpofe, as it fhews that he himfelf was con-
vinced of the ability and learning.of heretics; and all
the world knows, that the teftimony of an enemy is the
ftrongeft of all evidences upon 2 man’s fide.

I fhall conclude this maxim with obferving, that fuch
tendernefs for heretics, however due from fome, is yet,
in many of the moderate charatter, an inftance of the
mott heroic and generous friendthip.. It is quite difin-
terefted, as they themfelves run not the {malleft hazard
of ever being in the like circumftances. Heretics are
commonly an honeft fort of people, but, with all their
book-learning, of no great ftock of prudence or policy.
They publifh and affert whatever they believe upon all
points, without confidering the reception it is like to
meet with, from thofe of oppofite principles. They af-
front the public to its face, which Lord Shaftfbury tells
us ought not to be done. On the other hand, men
thorough-paced in moderation, difcover their principles
only at fuch times, and to fuch perfons, as are able to
bear them. By this means they preferve themfelves from
herefy : and indeed they cannot poffibly fall into it, unlefs
by miftake ; in which cafe, as foon as they are challenged,
(if it is like to be attended with any temporal inconve-
niency), they deny it, explain it away, or repent, and

don. :

In all this they follow the noble example of Mr s
who, in the Aflembly-debates upon Profeflor Simfon’s
affair, happening to fay fomething that was challenged
by one prefent as herefy, immediately replied, Modera-
tor, If that be herefy, Irenounce it.

M AXIM L

When any man is charged with loofe practices, or ten-
dencies to immorality, he is to be fcreened and tro-
tected, as much as poffible ; efpecially if the faults laid
to his charge be, as they are incomparably well term-
ed in a fermon, preached by a hopeful youth, that
made fome noife lately, good-humoured vices. T

HE
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. TuE reafon upon which this maxim is founded, may
be taken from the reafons of the former, mutatis mutan-
dis ; there being {carcely any of them that does not hold
equally in both cafes. A libertine is a kind of practical
heretic, and is to be treated as fuch. Dr Tillotfon ob~
ferves, in one of his fermons, that the worft of all here-
fies is a bad life: now, if inftead of wor/?, which is an
uncomely expreflion, you would read greatef?, in that
paflage, then 4 libertine is the greateft of all heretics,
and to be honoured in proportion. Even the apoftle
Paul (who is very feldom of any ufe to'us in our reafon-
ings) feems to fuppofe, that they are men of moft know-
ledge, who are moft free and bold in their practice ; and
that they are only weak brethren who are filled with
{cruples. The weak man is reftrained and confined by
his narrow confcience; but the ftrong man believeth that
hemay AT, and, by parity of reafon, pr 1Nk all things.
In order to underitand the nature of good-humoured
vices, the reader may pleafe to take notice, that it is an
obfervation of Lord Shaftfbury, that ¢ the beft time for
<« thinking upon religious fubjects, is when a man is
¢ merry, and in good humour :” and {o far is this obfer-~
vation drawn from nature, that it is the time-:commonly
chofen for that purpofe, by many who never heard of his

Lordfhip, or his writings. Whatever, therefore, ferves .

to promote merriment, and heighten good humour,
muft, in {o far, ferve for the difcovery of religious truth.
But as there are many ways of making a perfon merry,
which narrow-minded people will call vice ; from thence,
in compliance with common language, arifes the new
compound good-humoured vices. It is not, however,
fo to be underftood, as if either the inventor of it, or
thofe who love and patronize him, mean any thing by it
but what is, in. their apprehenfion, both innocent and
laudable.

Let it alfo be obferved, that as gravity is almoft a ne-
ceflary confequence of folitude, good-humoured vices are
certainly focial pleafires, and fuch as flow from, and
- fhow lenevolence; and this is an affe¢tion for which our
whole fraternity have the higheft regard, infomuch that
no furer mark canbe taken of a man’s being oNE OF }t:s,

than
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than the frequent returns of this expreffion in his dif~
courfes or writings. ' ‘ :
It will ferve further for the fupport of this maxim, that
according to modern difcoveries, there is a great analogy
between the moral virtues, or, if you will, the fcience
of morals, and the fine arts ; and it is on account of this
analogy, that moft of the prefent reigning expreflions
upon the fubject of morals, are borrowed from the arts,
as beauty, order, proportion, harmony, decency, &-c.
It is alo eftablifhed long fince, and well known as a prin-
ciple in the fine arts, that a certain freedom and boldnefs
of manner is what chiefly conftitutes grace and beauty.
Why then fhould not approbation be founded upon the
fame grounds in both cafes? Why fhould not.a bold
practice be as beautiful in real, as a bold hand isin imi-
tated life ? efpecially as all great geniufes have actually laid
claim to this as their peculiar privilege, not to be confi-
ned to common forms ; and that in oppofition to the
bulk of mankind, who, through want of tafte, are not
able to relifh the fineft performances in any of the kinds.
I muft not, however, omit taking notice, to prevent
miftakes, of one exception that muit be made from this
maxim; thatis, that when the perfon to whofe charge
any faults are laid, is reputed orthodox in his principles,
in the common acceptation of that word, or comes in
by orthodox influence, in that cafe they are all to be ta-
ken for granted as true, and the evil of them fet forth in
the livelieft colours. In confequence of this, he is to be
profecuted and torn to pieces on account of thefe crimes.
But if it {fo happen, that he cannot be convicted upon a
trial, then it is beft to make ufe of things as they really
are; that is, to exprefs fufpicions, to give ingenious and
dubious hints, and, if poffible, ruin him without any
trial at all. There was a noble example of this given a
few years ago, inthe cafe of a fettlement in the bounds
of  a prefbytery, very many of whom are eminent in mo-
deration. In that cafe, there were feveral faults laid to
the charge of the candidate; and yet, though he him-
felf very much infifted upon an inquiry into their truth,
and a judgment upon their relevancy, the prefbytery
wifely refufed to do either the one or the other, butthle&
em

’
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them to have their own natural weight in fame, rumour,

and converfation. :

- The neceflity of this exception is very evident : for, in

the fuppofed cafe, all the reafons for protection to the

young man fail ; to fatisfy himfelf of which, let the read-

er view thefe reafons, as they are annexed to the firft

maxim, and fave my book from- the deformity of repeti-

tion. . '

, M AXIM IL

It is a necefJary part of the character of a moderate
man, never 1o fpe.th of the Confeffion of Faith but
with a fieer ; to give [ly hints, that he does not tho-

roughly believe it ; and to make the word orthodoxy
a term of contempt and reproach.

.. Tue Confeflion of Faith, which we are now all laid
under a difagreeable neceflity to fubfcribe, was framed in
times of hot religious zeal; and therefore it can hardly
be fuppofed to contain any thing agreeable to our fenti-
ments, in thefe cool and refrefhing days of moderation.
So true is this, that I do not remember to have heard
any moderate man {peak well of it, or recommend it, in
a fermon, or private difcourfe, in my time. And, in-
deed, nothing can be more ridiculous, than to make a
fixed ftandard for opinions, which change juft as the fa-
thion of cloaths and drefs. No complete fyftem can be
fettled for all ages, except the maxims I am now com-
piling and illuftrating ; and their great perfection lies in
their being ambulatory, fo that they may be applied dif-
ferently, with the change of times.

Upon this head fome may be ready to object, That if
the Confeffion of Faith be built upon the facred fcrip-
tures, then, change what will, it cannot, as the founda-
tion upon which it refts remains always firm and the fame.
In anfwer.to this, I beg leave to make a very new, and
therefore ftriking comparifon : When a lady looks at a
mirror, fhe fees herfelf in a certain attitude and drefs,
but in her native beauty and colour ; fhould her eye, on

a fudden, be tindtured with the jaundice, fhe fees herfelf |

all yellow and fpotted ; yet the mirror remains the fame
, faithful

A S S



[ 25 ]
faithful mirror fti]l, and the alteration arifes, not from it,
but from the object that looks atit. Ibeg leave to make
another comparifon: Whenan old philofopher looked at
the evening-tar, he beheld nothing but a little twinkling
orb, round and regular like the reit ; but whena modern
views it with a telefcope, he talks of phafes, and horns,
and mountains, and what not? now, this arifes not from
any alteration in the ftar, but from his fuperior afliftance
in looking at it. The application of both thefe fimili-
tudes I leave to the reader. .

But befides thefe general reafons, there is one very
ftrong particular reafon why moderate m:en cannot love
the Confeflion of Faith: Moderation evidently implies
alarge fhare of charity, and confequently a good and fa-
vourable opinion of thofe that differ from our church;
but a rigid adherence to the Confeffion of I'aith, and
high efteem of it, nearly borders upon, or gives great
fufpicion of harfh opinions of thofe that differ from us:
and does not experience rife up and ratify this obferva-
tion ? Who are the narrow-minded, bigotted, unchari-
table perfons among us ? who are the fevere cenfurers of
thofe that differ in judgment? who are the damners of
the adorable Heathens, Socrates, Plato, Marcus Antoni-
nus, &c.? in fine, who are perfecutors of the inimi-
table heretics among ourfelves ? Who but the admirers
of this antiquated compofition, who pin their faith to
other mens fleeves, and will not endure one jot lefs or
different belief from what their fathers had betore them !
It is therefore plain, that the moderate man, who defires
to inclofe all intelligent beings in one benevolent em-
brace, muft have an utter abhorrence at that vile hedge
of diftinction, the Confeflion of Faith.

I fhall briefly mention a trifling objection to this part of
our character, That by our fubfcription we facrifice fiice-
rity, the queen of virtues, to private gain and advantage.
To which Ianfwer, inthe firft place, That the objection
proves too much ; and therefore muft be falfe, and can
prove nothing: for; allowing the juftice of the abjection,
-it would follow, that a vaft number, perhaps a majority,
of the clergy of the church of England are villains ; their
printed fermons being, many of them, diametrically op-

. D pofite
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pofite to the articles which they fubfcribe. Now, as this
{uppofition can never be admitted by any charitable man,
the objection from whence it flows, as a neceffary confe-
quence, muit fall to the ground..

But further, what is there more infincere in our fub-
{criptions, than in thofe expreflions of compliment and
civility, which all acknowledge lawful, although they
rarely exprefs the meaning of the heart! The defign is
{fufficiently underftood in both cafes ; and our fubfcrip-
tions have this advantage above forms of compliment,
in point of honefty, that we are at a great deal of pains
ufually to perfuade the world that we do not believe
“what we fign ; whereas the complaifant gentleman is very
{eldom at any pains about the matter.

What is faid might fuffice in fo clear a cafe ; but I am
here able to give a proof of the improvement of the age,
by communicating to the reader a new way of fubfcribing
the Confeffion of Faith, in a perfec confiftency with fin-
cerity, if that be thought of any confequence : it is ta-
ken from the method of attefting fome of our gentlemen
elders to the General Aflembly, Many infift, that they

ought to be attefted, and do atteft them, as qualified in

all refpects, if the atteftors are wholly ignorant about
the matter ; becaufe, in that cafe, there is no evidence
to the contrary, and the prefumption ougi't to lie on the
favourable fide. Now, as every new difcovery fhould
be applied to all the purpofes for which it may be ufeful,
let this method be adopted by the intrants into the mini-
ftry, and applied to their fubfcription of the Confeflion
of Faith. Nothing is more eafy than for them to keep
themfelves wholly ignorant of what it contains; and
then they may, with a good confcience, fubfcribe it as
true, becaufe it ought to be fo,

M AXI M IV

A good preacher muf? not only have all the above and
Jubfequent principles of moderation in him, as the
Jource of every thing that is good ; but muf?, over and
above, have the following [pecial snarks and figns of
a talent for preaching, 1. His fubjects muft beﬁcon-

ined

LA
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Sined to {ocial duties. 2. He muf? recommend them
only from rational confiderations, viz. the beauty and
comely proportions of virtue, and its advantages in
the prefent life, without any regard to a future flate
of more extended felf-intereft. 3. His authorities
muf? be drawn from Heathen writers, NONE, or. as

few as poffible, from {cripture. 4. He muft be very
unacceptable to the common people.

Tuese four marks of a good preacher, or rules for
preaching well, (for they ferve equally for both purpofes),
1 fhall endeavour diftin¢tly to illuftrate and confirm, that
this important branch of ‘my fubje¢t may be fully under-
ftood. .

As to the firf? of thefe rules, That a preacher’s fub-
jects muft be confined to focial duties, it is quite necef~
fary in a moderate man, becaufe his moderation teaches
him to avoid all the high flights of evangelic enthufiafm,
and the myfteries of grace, which the common people
are fo fond of. It may be obferved, nay, it is obferved,
that all of our ftamp avoid the word grace as much as
poffible, and have agreed to fubftitute the moral virtues
in the room of the graces of the Spirit, which is the or-
thodox expreflion. And indeed it is not in this only, .
but in all other cafes, that we endeavour to improve the -
g;rafeology, and fhow, that befides fentiment, even in

guage itfelf, we are far fuperior to, and wifer than
our fathers before us. I could fhow this by a great ma-
ny examples, but that it would be too tedious; and there-
fore only add, to the one mentioned above, that where .
an ancient orthodox man, or even an old-fathioned me-
dern, that thinks religion can never be mended, either
in matter or manner, would have faid, a great degree of
Jandtification, a man of moderation and politenefs will
fay, a high pitch of virtue, Now, as this is the cafe, it
is plain a moderate preacher muft confine his fubjecs to
focial duties chiefly, and not infit on fuch paffages of
fcripture as will, by the very repetition of them, conta-
minate his ftyle, and may perhaps diffufe a rank fmell of
orthodoxy through the whole of his difcourfe.

After all, I cannot refufe, that it is {till a more excel-
D2 - © lent
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lent way, for thofe who have talents equal to the under-
taking, to feize an orthodox text, explain it quite away
from its ordinary fenfe, and conftrain it to fpeak the
.main parts of our own fcheme. Thus a noble champion
of ours chofe once for his fubject, Rom. viii. 2. For the
daw of the (pirit of life, in Chrift Fefus, hath made me
free from the law of fin and death : which he explained
in this manner; the law of the fpirit of life, that is, the
meral fenfe—; in Chrift Fefis—, which is the fum of
the Chriftian religion, &+«. The advantage of this way
is, that it is tearing the weapons out of the hands of the
orthodox, and turning them againft themfelves. And it
‘may perhaps, in time, have the effe¢t to make our hear-
ers aliix our fenfe to their beloved feriptures; or at leaft,
which is the next thing, prevent them from being able to
find any other.— However, I muft acknowledge, that
this way of doing is npt for every man’s management ;
and therefore I continue my advice to the generality, ftill
‘toadhere to the rule as firft delivered.

The fecond rule will be eafily confirmed, That duties
are to be recommmnended only from rational confiderations.
What can be imagined more foolith than to contradict
this? If there be any thing in a fermon diflerent from ra-
tional confiderations, it muft be irrational; that is to
fay, abfurd. Tt is in this part of our fcheme that we
moderate men obtzin a glorious triumph over our ad-
verfaries and defpifers. Who but muft fmile, when they
‘hear the contemptible, vulgar, ignorant, hot-headed
country-clders, or filly women, led captive by them at
their will, faying, they do not love this rational way of
going to heaven !

But to explain this method alittle further, the rational
way of preaching is fometimes fet in oppofition to the
pathetic way of raifing the paffions. This laft is what
we greatly difipprove of: there is fomething immode-
rate in the very idea of raifing the paffions; and therefore

© it is contrary to our charaller: nor was it ever known,
that a truly moderate man raifed or moved any affection
in his hearers, unlefs perhaps the afiection of anger a-
gain(t himfelf. e leave that to your vehement baul-
ers, or your whining lamenters, that are continually tell-

: ing,
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ing, they will fpend and be fpent for the falvation of
their hearers, which Lord Shaftfbury elegantly derides;
by calling it the heroic paffion of faving fouls. And let
any unprejudiced perfon judge, whether there is not
fomething vaftly great, fomething like a heroic fortitude
in -that man, that can talk of future judgment, heaven
and hell, with as much coolnefs and indifterence as if it
were a common matter. To fay the truth, indeed, we
do not often meddle with thefe alarming themes. How-
ever, as I obferved upon the firft mark of agood preach-
er, that it is glorious to rob the orthodox of a text, and
make it bend to our plan; fo it is alfo an uncommon ex-~
cellence, to treat thefe fubjets with calmnefs, and to
prove that we ought to do fo. Thus a great proficient
in our way, lately preachirigupon Adtsxxiv. 25. where
Paul made Felix to tremble by his difcourfe, proved from
it, that minifters ought not to raife the paﬂﬁms of their
hearers. An ignorant obferver would have thought that
the paffion of terror was raifed in Felix, to a great de-
gree, and that he was little better than a Cambuilang con-
vi¢t. But mark the lucky expreflion our hero got hold
of : As he reafoned of righteoufuefs, &c.; as he reafoned,

that is, argued, and proved by rational confiderations.
This example gives me a fine opportunity of making a
kind of contraft, and fhewing, from fa&, the difference
between an orthodox and a moderate preacher. I my-
felf heard one of the firft kind, upon the text juft now
mentioned; and his firft obfervation was, That the a-
poftle Paul was a faithful reprover; fpeaking home to
Felix, 1. Of righteoufnefs ; to convince him of any in-
iquity he had been guilty of in his government. 2. Of
temperance ; which he faid fhould be tranflated conti-
nence, and was probably intended as a reproof to him
and Drufilla, who were living in adultery. His next, and
main obfervation, was, That Felix was convicted, but
flifled his convictions, and delayed his repentance, fay-
ing, Go thy way for this time ; when I have a conve-
nient feafon, Iwillcall forthee. Thenfollowed a great
deal of ftuff, which I do not incline to tranfcribe; but
it was juft what the vulgar call experimental preaching,

I fuppofe to diftinguith it from rational. B
ut
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But how contrary to this did our moderate friend? He
firt obferved, that St Paul was a moral, or a legal preach~
er ; difcourfing of righteoufnefs and temperance, with-
out a word of faith: and then, that hesvas a reafoning
preacher, that did not ftrive to raife peoples paflions,
but informed their judgment. I was ‘indeed a little dif-
appointed upon confulting the original, to find that the
word ufed, which is deryeim fignifies only, continuing
his difcourfe, and fo might be either in the reafoning or
pathetic way; but I was fatisfied by reflecting, that the
word evidently includes both ; and foreafoning being the
beft, it is to be fuppofed the apoftle preferred it.

Agreeably to this rule, Lord Shaftfbury, and after him
a bright luminary in our own church, gives an advice to
all moderate clergymen, not to affect that idle title of am-
bafladors or plenipotentiaries from heaven, fo fondly
claimed by zealots: and I take the liberty to fuppofe,
that the reafon of the advice was the fame in both, viz.
That under this character zealots put on an air of au-
thority, and deliver their mefJage with-a pathos, to
-whichy they would otherwife have been ftrangers. His
Lordfhip, indeed, explodes the conceit fufficiently; he
atks, Gentlemen, where is your commiffion? how has it
been conveyed ? where are the letters-patent ¢ where
the credentials? with many more queftions, eafier for
his Lordfhip to afk, than for soME PERSONS toanfwer.

The third rule, viz. recommending virtue from the
authority and examples of the Heathens, is not.only high-
ly proper, becaufe they were very virtuous, but hath
this manifeft advantage attehding it, that it is a proper
way of reafoning to two quite oppofite kinds of perfons.
One is, fuch as are real Chriftians, who will be athamed
by the fuperior excellence of mere Heathens, asthey call
them, and whom they.fo much defpife. The other is,
our prefent living Heathens, who pay no regard to the
Chriftian religion at all ; and therefore will only be mo-
ved by the authority of the perfons they efteem. It is
well known, there are multitudes in our ifland, who
reckon Socrates and Plato to have been much greater
men than any of the apoftles, although (as the moderate
preacher 1 mentioned lately told his hearers) the a-

' poftle

I A B - YIRS T Nl

PP
o

FE . ]

I Y e ]

Vs

i

Ay

PR A T

LR

e 2

v



L 3« ]

poftle Paulhad an univerfity—education, and was inftruc-
ed in logic by Profeffor Gamaliel. Therefore let reli-
gion be confantly and waniformly called virtue, and let
the Heathen philofophers be fet up as the great patterns
and promoters of it. .“Upon this head, I muft particu-
larly recommend M. Antoninus by name, becaufe an e-
minent perfon, of the moderate character, fays, his Me-
ditations is the BesT book that ever was written for
forming the heart. :

But perhaps the laft part of this third rule will be
thought to need moft illuftration and defence, wviz. That
NoNE at all, or very little u/e is to be made of ferip-
ture. And really, to deal plainly, the great reafon of
this is, that very few of the fcripture motives and argu-
ments are of the moderate {tamp ; the moft part of them
are drawn from orthodox principles: for example, the
apoftle Paul cannot even fay, Hquand.r, love your wives,
but his argument and example comes in thefe words,
as Chrift alfo loved the church. The apoftle John alfo
fpeaks in a very myfterious way, of union with Chrift,
and abiding in him, in order to bringing forth fruit,
which is his way of {peaking for a virtuous life. Now,
let any indifferent perfon judge, how this kind of expref~
fion, and others of the like nature, fuch as mortig'ing
the deeds of the body through the Spirit, would agree
with the other parts of our difcourfes: they would be
like oppofite kinds of fluids which will not compound ;
they would be quite heterogeneous, which is againft all
the rules of fine writing, and hinders it from being an
uniform, beautiful, and comely Whole. Horace, in his
Art of Poetry, gives this as his very firt obfervation,

Humano capiti cervicem pictor equinam
Fungere fi velit

Which my learned reader cannot fail both to remember
and underftand, and which I defire him to apply to this
fubject we are now upon. If it be faid, that fermons
are not poems, and therefore not to be compofed by
the rules of poetry: I anfwer, it is a miftake; many of
our fermons, efpecially thofe compofed by the younger
fort among us, are poems; at leaft they are full of

poetical
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poetical flights, which comes much to the fame thing :-
not to mention that the rule agrees equally to profe and
poetry. How often have I heard parts of Mr Addifon’s
Cato, Young’s Night-Thoughts, and divers other poems,
in fermons? and, to fay the truth, they were none of
the worft parts of them. However, I would offer my
advice, as that of a perfon of fome experience, to all .
young preachers, not to do Dr Young the honour of bor-
rowing any thing from him again, becaufe he is a fnarling,
fullen, gloomy, melancholy mortal, cites a great deal
of {cripture ; and particularly, becaufe he has givena vile -
{neer at the practice Iam juft now recommending, in the
following two lines of his Univerfal Paffion.

WWhen doctors feripture for the claffics quit,
Polite apoftates from God’s grace to wit.

I have only another advice to give upon this head, and
that is, That when our young preachers think proper to
borrow from modern printed poems,’ they would be plea-
{ed to tranfprofe them a little, fo to {peak, that they may
not be too eafily difcerned by young gentlemen svho read
the Magazines. However, I am in great hopes we fhall
fhortly be quite above the neceflity of borrowing from

“any body, in order to make our fermons poetry: there
are fome perfons of genius among us, that can make very
good poetry of their own ; of which I could produce fome
recent inftances; but I do not think it at prefent expe-
dient.

The fourth and laft rule fora preacher, is, That he muft
be wvery unacceptable to the people. The Spectator, 1
remember, fomewhere fays, that moft of the critics in
Great Britain feem to act as if the firft rule of dramatic
avriting were, not to pleafc. Now, what they make the
firft rule of writing plays, I make the laft rule for compo-
fing fermons; not as being the leaf?, but the mof? im~

rtant. It isindeed the grand criterion, the moft in-
difpenfable rule of all. Though one fhould pretend to
adhere to all the former rules, and be wanting in this
alone, he would be no more than a founding brafs, or
a tinkling cymbal ; pardon the expreflion, the import-
ance of the matter requireth it. I fhall put a cafe:

' Suppofe
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Suppofe a man thould have the approbation of the very
beit judges, viz. thofe whofe talte we ourfelves allow
to be good, if at the fame time he happens to be ac-
ceptable to the common people, itisa fign that he muft
have fome fubtile refined fault, which has efcaped the
obfervation of the good judges aforefaid; for there is
no man, even of our own fraternity, fo perfect and uni-
form in judging right, as the common people are in
judging wrong. . _—
- I hope there is lirtle need of affigning reafons for
this great characteriftic of the art of preaching; I fup-
pofe it will be allowed to be, if not altogether, at
lealt next to felf-evident: all the feveral reafons that
have been given for the particular maxims of moderaticn,
concur in eftablithing this ; for the people are all deckred
enemies of moderation, in its principles and practice;
and therefore, if moderation be right, - they muit be
wrong. There is a known ftory of a Heathen orator, who,
when the common people gave a thout of applaufe, du-
ring his pronouncing an oration, immediately turned a-
bout to a friend, and afked him, what miftake he had
committed. Now, if an audience of vulgar Hcathens
was allowed to be fo infallibly wrong in their judagment,
the fame thing muft hold, a fortiori, in an audience of
vulgar Chriftians. ‘ '
- From this it evidently follows, that a popular preacher,
eflentially fignifies a bad preacher; and it is always fo
underftood by us, whenever we ufe the expreflion. If
we but hear it reported of any one, that he is very popu-
lar among the lower fort, we are under no difficulty of
giving his character, without having heard him preach
ourfelves. In this cafe, fame is a certain guide to truth,
by being inverted ; for we deteft and defpife him, pre-
cifely in the fame proportion that the people admire
him. On the other hand, the truly moderate man is not'
enly above the applaufe of the multitude, but he glories
in their hatred, and rejoices in himfelf, in proportion as’
he has been {o happy as to provoke and difoblige them.
Of this I could give feveral notable examples, were it not
that it muft certainly offend their modefty, not only to
‘. E v praife
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praife them in print, but even to publifh their higheft
virtues.

But now, upon the whole, as a great critic obferves,
that there’is fometimes more beauty thown in a compo~
fition, by receding from the rules of art, when an im~
portant pointis to be gained, than by ftrictly adhering to
them; fo, all thefe rules notwithftanding, it fhall be al-
lowable for any moderate man, upon an extraordinary
emergericy, to break them for a good end: as for in-
ftance, he may fpeak even in Whitefield’s ftyle, when his
fettlement has the misfortune to depend upon the people;
which I have known done with good fuccefs. We are
alfo well fatisfied, that Mr T= r of Norwich, and
- fuch like firft-rate writers, fhould make pompous col-
lections of {cripture-texts, as their truly laudable inten-
tion is, by altering Chriftianity, to reconcile it to mode—
ration and common fenfe ; and to find out a meaning tor
words, which the writers of them, as living in the infan-
cy of the church, had not difcernment enough to intend.

To conclude this maxim, it would be too formal for
me, and too tedious to the reader, .to enumerate all
the objections that are, by fome, raifed againft our wayv
of preaching: I fhall therefore mention but one, and

fhow it is falfe ; hoping that the reader will fuppofe, there:
is no more foundation for any of the reft. It is alledged, .
there is no method in our difcourfes, but that they con- .
fitt in random flights, and general declamations. No- -

thing more untrue. The polite reader, or hearer, knows,
that there may be an excellent and regular method, where
there are no formal diftinctions of fir/?ly, fecondly, and
thirdly : but, to cut off all occafion of cavil, let the
world hereby know, that one of our moft famed preach-
ers chofe once for his text, fohn xi. 29. and of that
verfe the following words, He flinketh. He obferved,
we had there (or thereabouts) a defcription of the
threefold ftate of a bad man: firlt, he fickened ; fe-
condly, he died ; thirdly, he ffank. ThisI take to have
been an accuracy in point of method, to which it will:
rot be eafy to find a parallel.
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v M-AXIM V.
A minifter muft endeavour to acquire as great a degree
of politenefs in his carriage and behaviour, and to

catch as much of the air and manner of @ fine gentle-
man, as poffibly he can.

TH1s is ufually a diftinguithing mark between the
moderate and the orthodox ; and how much we have the
advantage in it is extremely obvious. Good manners is
undoubtedly the moft excellent of all accomplifhments,
and, in fome meafure, fupplies the place of them all
when they are wanting. And furely nothing can be
more neceflary to, or more ornamental and becoming in
a minifter : it gains him eafy accefs into the world, and
frees him from that rigid feverity which renders many
of them fo odious and deteftable to the polite part of it.
In former times, minifters were fo monkifh and reclufe,
for ordinary, and fo formal when they did happen to ap-
pear, that all the jovial part of mankind, particularly
rakes and libertines, fhunned and fled from them; or,
when unavoidably thrown into their company, were con-
ftrained, and had no kind of confidence to repof: in
them: whereas now, let a moderate, modern, well-bred
minifter go into promifcuous company, they ftand in no
manner of awe ; and will even fivear with all imaginable
liberty. This gives the minifter an opportunity of un-
derftanding their character, and-of perhaps fometimes
reafoning in an ealy and genteel manner againft fwearing.

. This, though indeed it feldom reforms them, yet it is as
feldom taken amifs; which fhews the counfel to have
been adminiftered with prudence. ,

How is it poffible that a minifter can under{tand wic-
kednefs, unlefs he either pradifes it himfelf, (but much
of that will not yet pafs in the world), or allows the wic-
ked to be bold in his prefence? Todo otherwife, would
be to do in practice what I have known narrow-minded
bigotted ftudents do as to fpeculation, viz. avoid read- -
ing their adverfaries books becaufe they were erroncous;
whereas it is evident no error can be refuted rill it be
underftood. '

E 2 The
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The fetting the different characters of minifters in im--
mediate oppofition, will put this matter paft all doubt,
as the fun of truth rifing upon the ftars of error, darkens
and makes them to difappear. Some there are, who may
be eafily known to be minifters, by their very drefs, their

‘grave demure looks, and their confined precife conver-

fation. How contemptible is this! and how like to fome
of the meaneft employments among us; as failors, who
are known by their rolling walk, and taylors, by the
thivering fhrug of their fthoulders! -But our truly ac-
complifhed clergy put off fo entirely every thing that is
peculiar to their profeflion, that were you to fee them
in the ftreets, meet with them at a vifit, or {fpend an e-
vening with them in a tavern, you would not once fu-~
fpect them for men of that character. Agreeably te this, I
remember an excellent thing faid by a gentleman, in com-
mendation of a minitter, that ke had nothing at all of
the clergyman about him. v
J fhail have done with this maxim, when I have given
‘my advice as to the method of attaining to it; which is,
That ftudents, probationers, and young clergymen, while
their bodies and minds are yet flexible, fhould converfe,
and keep company, as much as may be, with officers of
the army under five and twenty, of whom there are no
fmall number in the narion, and with young gentlemen
of fortune, particularly fuch as, by the early and happy
death of their parents, have come to their eftates before
they arrived at the years of majority. Scarce one of thefe
but is a noble pattern to form upon; for they have had
the opportunity of following nature, which is the all-
comprehenfive rule of the ancients, and of acquiring a
free manner of thinking, fpeaking, and acting, without
cither the pedantry of learning, or the {tiffnefs contracted
by a ftrict adlicrence to the maxims of worldly prudence.
Aficr all, T believe I might have fpared myfelf the
trouble of inferting this maxim, the prefent rifing ge-
ncration being, of themfelves, fufficiently difpofed to
obferveit. This I reckon they have, either conftitution-
ally, or perhaps have learned it from the inimitable Lord
Shafthury, who, in fo lively a manner, fets forth the
¢vil of wniverfities, and recommends ¢onverfution with
- : the
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the polite Peripatetics, as the only way ofarriving at true.
knowledge. /

M A XIM VL

It is not only unnecefJary for a moderate man to have
much learning, but he ought to be filled with a con-
tempt of all kinds of learning but one ; which is, to un-
derfland Leibnitz’s fcheme well ; the chief parts of
which are fo beautifully painted, and fo harmonioufly
Jung by Lord Shaftfbury, and which has been fo well
licked into form and method by the late immortal
Mr H n.

THx1s maxim is neceffary, becaufe without it the for-
mer could not be attained to. Much ftudy isa great enemy
to politenefs in men, juftas a great care of houfchold-affairs
fpoils the free carelefs air of a fine lady: and whether
politenefs is to be facrificed to learning, let the impartial
world judge. Befides, the fcheme whichI have permit=
ted the moderate man to ftudy, doth a¢tually fuperfede
the ufe of all other learning, becaufe it contains the know-.
ledge of the whole, and the good of the whole ; more
than which, 1 hope, will be allowed to be not only
needlefs, but impofiible.

This {cheme excels in brevity ; for it may be underftood
in a very fhort time; which, I fuppofe, prompted a cer-
tain clergyman to fay, that any ftudent might get as much
divinity as he would ever have occafion for in fix weeks.
It is alfo quite agreeable to the improvements that have
been made in arts and {ciences of late years; for every
thing is now more compendioufly taught, and more fu-
perficially underftood, than formerly, and yet as well,
and better to all the purpofes of life. In the very me-
chanic arts, laborious diligence gives way to elegance and
eafe; as the lumpifh, ftrong, old Gothic buildings, to
more genteel, though flighter, modern ones. There
have been fchemes publithed for teaching children to read
by way of diverfion. Every year gives us a fhorter me-
thod of learning fome branch of knowledge. In fhort,
in thefe laft days the quinteflence of every thing has been
extracted, and is prefented us, as it were, in '}}}tltle
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phials; fo that we may come to all fearning by one a&
of intuition. Agreeably to all this, have we not feen
in fa@, many ftudents of divinity brought up in hot-beds,
who have become fpeakers in general affemblies, and
ftrenuous fupporters of a falling church, before their
beards were grown, to the perfec aftonithment of an
obferving world ! '

I mutt alfo obferve, that there is a providential fitnefs
of that fcheme, in another refpect, for the prefent age
~and time. When the fees of colleges, and expence of
boarding is raifed; when the rate of living is quite al-
tered, and when a fpiteful landed intereft, and a heedlefs
parliament, have refufed to grant any augmentation to
our ftipends ; there is no other way remains for us, but
to cheapen our education, by taking lefs time to it, and
arriving at the point defigned by a nearer cut. Then
there will be no need at all for the critical ftudy of the
fcriptures, for reading large bodies of divinity, for an
acquaintance with church-hiftory, or the writings of thofe
poor creatures the Chriftian fathers; but all is abforbed
iato the good of the whole : of which I may fay, ferioufly
and foberly, what Dr Tillotfon fays ironically of tran-
{ubftantiation, that it is not only true, but it is all truth,
and will not fuffer any thing to be true but itfelf.

We find that moderate men have moftly, by conftitu-
tion, too much {pirit to fubmit to the drudgery of the
kinds of learning above mentioned, and defpife all who
dofo. There is no controverfy now about Arian, Ar-
minian, Pelagian, or Socinian tenets, but only whether
this good-of-the-whole fcheme holds. This fhews, by
the by, the injuftice and malignity of thofe poor beings
~ the Seceders, who cry out of erroneous doctrines in the

church, and affert, that Arminianifin is publicly taught
by many. 1Itis known, that they mean by the moderate
men, when they {peak fo; and yet I will venture to af-
firm, that there are not a few young men of that charac-
ter, who, if they were afked, could not tell what the
five Arminian articles are, fo little do they regard Armi-
nianifm. 1 myfelf, the reader will perceive, know the
number of them ; but whether I know any more about
- them or not, Ifhall preferve as a fecret in my own mim}‘-

.
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It will perhaps be objected againft this maxim, That
the moderate party commonly fet uF on a pretence of
being more learned than their adverfaries; and are, in
fatt, thought to be very learned in their fermons by the
vulgar, who, for that reafon, hate them. Now, as to
their pretending to be more learned than their adverfa-
ries, it is moft jult; for they have, as has been thewn,
got hold of the fum-total of learning, although they did
not calculate it themfelves. Andas to their being thought
learned in their fermons by the vulgar, it is futhcient for
that purpofe that they be unintelligible. Scattering a
few phrafes in their fermons, as harmony, order, pro-
portion, tafte, fenfe of beauty, balance of the affections,
&c. will eafily perfuade the people that they are learned :
and this perfuafion is, to all intents and purpofes, the
fame thing as if it were true. It is one of thofe deceit~
ful feelings which Mr H—, in his Effays, has fhown to be
fo beautiful and ufeful. Thefe phrafes they may eafily get
in books not above the fize of an o¢tavo ; and if they in-
cline to be very deep, they may get abundance of cita~
tions from the ancient Heathen authorsin Cudworth’s In~
tellectual Syftem, and moftly tranflated to their hand.

I fhall now fubjoin a fhort catalogue of the moft ne-
ceflary and ufeful books, the thorough underftanding of
which will make a truly learned moderate man: Leib-
nitz’s Theodicee, and his Letters, Shafifbury’s Charac-
teriftics, Collins’s Enquiry into Hwnan liberty, all My
H——w’s pieces, Chriffianity as Old as the Creation,
D—n’s Beft Scheme, and H—'s Moral Effays *. The

two

® It hath been fuggefted to me, that another author of our own comtry
eught to have been added to the above catalogue; but T judged it improper,
for two reafons.  One is, that I do not find that author in fo high efteemy
among the moderate, as to deferve a placcin fo very nice and chofen a
evlicchion.  But the other, and principal reafon, is, that the author here in-
tended, profefleth himfelf a Sceptic; the meaning of which, if 1 underftand
it right, is, cither that he does not believe there is any fuch thing as truth,
or that he himfelf is but feeking after truth, and has not yet found it. Now,
this is by no means the cafe with the mederate, who are already in pof=
fz(ion of the me plusultra of human knowledge.  For though fome of their
do&trines are changeable, by rcafon of the effential difference of perfons,
things, and times; yet, during the period of any doltrine, 1 have no where

known ftronger, or feverer dogmatilts ; as appears from their anlfe&dlfc’f
. arther
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“two laft are Scots authors ; and it is with pleafure I ¢an
aflure my countrymen, they are by far the moft perfec
of them all, carrying the confequences of the {cheme to
the mott ravithing height. As to poetry, it will be fuf-
ficient to read the Pleafures of the Imagination, and the
Tragedy of Agis, if it be publithed; becaufe in it dra-'
matic poetry is carried to the fummit of perfection: and.
it is believed, by the author’s friends, that there never
will be a tragedy publifhed after it, unlefs by fome body-
that is delirious. But whether the knowledge of this ef-
fect, and the compaffion thence arifing to future authors,
may not, in a perfon of fo much humility and felf-denial,
and of fo confummate and difinterefted benevolence, as
that theatrical divine, wholly prevent the publication, I
cannot tell; and therefore muit leave it to be brought
forth by the midwife Occafion, from the womb of Time*.
But to give a ftill higher proof of my deep concern for
the improvement and edification of ingenuous youth, I
have taken the pains to extract very faithfully the fum and
fubftance of the above library, and do here prefent it to
the world, under a name which is not without a mean-

ing, though not intelligible to all, viz.

The ATuENIAN CREED.

I believe in the beauty and comely proportions of Dame
Nature, and in almighty Fate, her only parent and guar-
dian; for it hath been moft gracioufly obliged (blefled
be its name) to make us all very good.

I believe that the univerfe is a huge machine, wound
up from everlafting by neceflity, and confifting of an in-
finite number of links and chains, each in a progreflive
motion towards the zenith of perfection, and meridian

farther inquiry, and fovereign contempt of all oppofers. 1In a certain vni-
verlity, aboot feven years ago, (hew it is now, I cannot fo certainly tell),
it a man bad fpoken honourabiy of Dr Samuel Clarke, it cannot be conceived
with what derifion he was treated by every boy of fixteen, who was wifcr
than to pay any regard to fuch a numfcull, an encmy to the dorine of ne-
ceflity, and wholly ignorant of the moral fenfe.

- ® Ayis, a tragedy, was publilicd in the year 1758, ¢
(9
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of glory; that I myfelf am a little glorious piece of
clock-work, a wheel withina wheel, or rather a pendu-
lum in this grand machine, f{winging hither and thither
by the different impulfes of fate and deftiny; that my
foul (if I have any) is an imperceptible bundle of exceed-
ingminute corpufcles, much fmaller than the fineft Holland
fand ; and that certain perfons, ina very eminent ftation,
are nothing elfe but a huge collection of neceffary agents
- who can do nothing at ali. .

I believe that there is no ill in the univerfe, nor any
fuch thing as virtue abfolutely confidered ; that thofe
things vulgarly called fins, are only errors in the judg-
ment, and foils to fet off the beauty of Nature, or patches
to adorn her face; that the whole race of intelligent
beings, even the devils themfelves, (if there are any), fhall
finally be happy ; fo that Judas Ifcariot is by this time a
l%(l)oriﬁed -fath, and it is good for him that he hath been

rn. :

In fine, I believe in the divinity of L. S——, the faint-
fhip of Marcus Antoninus, the perfpicuity and fublimity
of A——e, and the perpetual duration of Mr H n’s
works, notwithftanding their prefent tendency to obli-
vion. Amen. ‘ '

M A XI M VI

Amoderate man muft endeavour, as much as he hand-
Jomely can, to put off any appearances of devotion,
and avoid all unnecefJary exercifes of religious wor|bip,
whether public or private.

I FuLLy intended, upon this part of my fubjed, to
have been at fome painsin fhewing the great indecency of a
grave and apparently ferious carriage, or of introducing
any religious fubjeét of converfation into promifcuous
company : but when 1 confider how fuccefsfully all vi-
Jfible religion "was attacked, both by wits and preachers,
immediately after the reftoration of King CharlesIl. ; how
conftantly any difpofition of this fort hath been borne
down by all men of tafte ever fince that time, which is -
now near a whole century; as alfo how feldom any reli-
gious difcourfe is to be met with at this day, either a-

mong
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mong clergy or laity, I fhall only rejoice in myfelf, and
congratulate my reader, upon the purity of the times,
and proceed to the other part of the maxim.

Now, as to the public exercife of religious worfhip;
although a certain meafure of them is reafonable enough,
and though the oifice by which we have our bread, obli-
goes us to be often engaged in them; yet a truly mode-
rate man, without renouncing his calling, has it in his
power to pare off a great many fuperfluities with which
the orthodox clergy are apt to overload religion, and
render it unpalatable to the polite world.

. Peing members of church-judicatures, and, we hope,
the majority in moft of them, the moderate party can
difcourage and ftifle all motions for extraordinary fafts
or thankigivings ; which experience has taught us ferve

- oaly to promotc idlenefs, and difcourage induftry. Up-
on the day that Henry V. fought at Agincourt, a folemn

- fatt was kept in England for his fuccefs; and {fome hifto-
rians are plezfed to fay, that the praycrs of the nation
Lal fome fhare in procuring the victory ; but later hifto-
ries have difproved this : and now it can be demonftru-
ted upon paper, that a faft-day in Scotland lofes 50,000
pounds to the nation, while no bedy can make any cal-
culation what it wins.  For this reafon, it was very re-
frething to hear, as we did lately, that even in the moft
dillant and northerly corners of this country, there is.a
fot of clergy of a hereic {pirit, who are refolved to re-
form their people, and beat them out of that unpolite
and barberous inclination, which many of them fiill re-
tain, cf hearing fernons. :

Vitha view to the fame good end, we can curtail our
bufinefs at heme, both as to the number and length of
our pulpit-performances.  In our own families, though
it would not parhaps yet be convenient to imitate the
Leaw:ande fo very quickly, in difcarding the worfhip of
God altogether ; yet we may, by degiees, fometimes o-
mit ir, through hurry of bufinefs, at other times Le
dropping, now and then at leaft, fome parts of it : and
in gentlemens families, take care to give difcreet inti-
niations that we do not incline o put thcm out of their

erdinary
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ordinary way, or occafion the leaft interruption to the
mirth of the company. ' .

Sometimes, indeed, it may happen, by a concurrence
of circumftances, that one of us may, at bed-time, be
unequally yoked with an orthodox brother, who may
propofe a little unfeafonable devotion between ourfelves,
before we lie down to fleep: put there are twenty ways -
of throwing cold water upon fuch a motion; or, if it
fhould be infifted upon, I could recommend a moderate
way of complying with it, from the example of one of
our friends, who, on a like occafion, yielded fo far, that
he ftood up at the back ofa chair, and faid, O Lord, we
thank thee for Mr Bayle's Dictionary. ' men. This
was fo far from {poiling good company, that it contri-
buted wonderfully to promote focial mirth, and fiveet-
ened the young men, in a moft agreeable manner, for
their reft. Whatever is forced is unnatural, and
ought to be avoided; and therefore, what the Puritan
faid of {quare caps, we may apply to many modes of de-
votion, Zhat he would not wear them, becaufe his head
was round.

The necefiity of fucha condu& cannot be denied, when
it is confidered what eflect the length and frequency of
public devotion has bad in driving moft of the fathionable
gentry from our churches altogether ; and that even fuch
of them as ttill vouchfafe their company fometimes, are
yet driven away from the facrament of the Lord’s fupper,
where the fervice is expefted to be more tedious and
tirefome. Now, the only way to regain them to the
caurch, is to accommodate the worthip, as much as may
be, to their tatte: the manner of doing which is fo well
known, that I will not fpend time in explaining it.

I confefs there has been fometimes an ugly objection
thrown up againit this part of my argument, viz. That
this defertion of public worfhip, by thofe in high life,
feems, in fact, to be cotemporary with, and to increafe,
in a pretty exact proportion, to the attempts that have
been, and are made to fuit it to their tafte. It is alled-
g2d, That they are led to fuch a conduét, not by the dic-
tates of their reafon, but by the depravation of their
hearts ; and therefore make ufe of the behaviour of the

F 2 ' clergy
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clergy as an excufe, and juftification of their conduct.
In anfwer to this objection, I fhall not pretend to fay
what ufe gentlemen may fometimes make of our con-
duct, for I have known them often very prepofterous
in their judgment, condemning others for what they
freely indulge in themfelves, and no lefs unthankful,

rendering evil for goed. But ftill I fay, there remains .

no ftrength in the objecion to a man of moderate prin-
ciples; for it plainly comes much to the fame thing at
la{t, whether the mountain comes to the moufe, or the

moufe to the mountain. If I thould meet a friend half-

-way, that had got at a diftance from me, though he
thould not move a foot, Iam fure we would be nearer
one another, than if 1 had kept my place as well as he.
But whatever be in this, I mufk acknowledge, that
. to be conftantly whining and praying, looks fo ex~
tremely orthodox-like, that I cannot help conceiving a
prejudice at it, for this very reafon; and I doubt
not but every moderate man will have the very fame
fellow-feeling. In truth, a great abundance of devo-
tion has fuch a tendency to inflame one with zeal, that
any man who would maintain his moderation, had beft
keep out of the reach of fuch infnaring influence.
Befides, it has been an old remark, and 1 begin to fu-
{pect there is fome ground for it, that let one embrace
what fvftem of divinity he will, it is impoflible to pray
but according to the orthodox fyftem. And whatever
laudable pains have been taken, by fome of our friends,
to avoid this inconvenience ; yet, from what 1 have ob-
ferved, in the moft fuccefsful of them, I muft own, I
can, at prefent, fee no other remedy but to deal as little
that way as poffible.

M AXIM VIII.

I church-fettlements, which are the principal caufes
that come before miniflers for judgment, the only
thing to be regarded, is, who the patron, andthe great
and noble heritors are for ; the inclinations of the
eommon people are to be utterly defpifed.

TraT this maxim is invariably obferved by all mode-
rate
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penen, BTN, and may be attefted by all that ever
weeprelent General A fTembly of this national church.
The e is WL ROW as formmerly, when prefentations were
held 2 grevice 3 for a  prefentation is a/l inall to a
molerate man A when there is no prefentation, the
greanels and nobility of the heritors upon one fide. I
was witnefs once to a canafe (which indeed unhappily mif-
carried), but there was a noble ftand made for it by the
moderate party, becaufe there was a lord upon the fide
of the minority, atthough he had no interq;:t all in the
parifh, buta imall bit of ground which he had got from
“a neighbour, in order to runa dike ftraight. This ap-
pearance greatly rejoiced me, as being a token to what
perfection the {pirit of moderation was arrived.

There are many reafons upon which this maxim is
founded ; as the implacable hatred we bear to the elders
and common people, and their conftant wrong judgment,
which has been illuftrated above. As this is {o very evi-
dent, I cannot pafs it, without exprefling my grief and
aftonifhment, that fo clear-fighted an author, and, inall
refpects, foagreeable to our fentiments, as Lord Shaftfbury, -
thould have faid, in his Effay on the freedom of Witand Hu-
mour, that ¢ it belongs tomen of flavith principles, to affect
¢ a fuperiority over the vulgar, and to defpife the multi-
“ tude.” This hath made me doubt the truth of an af~
fertion of Mr G. L. one of our own difciples, * that
“ perfection is attainable in this life;” for, if ever
any one attained to perfection, furely Lord Shaftfbury
was the man. But, to leflen the difficulty a little, itis -
probable he had fomething in his view, quite different
from fettling of kirks, when he wrote in this manner;
for had he lived to our times, and been an heritor in
Scotland, I can hardly allow myfelf to think, that ever .
he would have appeared on the fide of the Chriftian Eeo-’
ple; though, without all queftion, he would have been
chofen an elder, and {ent up, duly attefled, to the Ge-
neral Affembly.

But to return : The matural refpe&t we owe to thofe in
great and high ftations, claims from us the teftimony of
it, required in the maxim. There is an original and ef-
fential difference between gentry and common peolp_lel,

' which
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which ought to be particularly kept up here. For this,
we have the authority of a certain worthy laird in the
country, who always maintained, upon his mind, a fenfe
of his dignity, not as a man, but as a gentleman. Of
“this difpofition he gave the following laudable inftance :
Being a member of the kirk-feffion in his parifh, the ex-
cife-officer happened to come before them for fornication ;
~ and befides the ecclefiaftical cenfure, it was thought pro-
per to apply to the civil magiitrate to get him fined ac-
cording to law: but as the law appoints different fines
for men in different ftations, when fome propofed he
fhould be fined at the rate of a gentleman, the Worfhipful
member above mentioned, though known to be very
zezalous againft vice, ftrenuoufly oppofed his having fo
much honour, and gave the following excellent reafon for
it: ¢ Since God Almighty has been pleafed to make
¢ a diftinction between gentlemen and other men, why
¢ fhould not we keep up this diftinction in all cafes?”
and {o he was fined only as a commoner.

Another thing ftrongly pleads for gentlemen having
the chief hand in fettling kirks, that now-a-days very
few of our principal gentry attend ordinances, or receive
any benefit by a minifter after he is fettled, unlefs, per-
haps, talking of the news at a private vifit, or playing a
game at back-gammon; and therefore it is but fair, that,
in lieu of the edification of the common people, they
fhould have the honour or protit of conferring the bene-
fice. I 1hall only further add, that having no view of ar-
tending upon him for ordinary, they muit be the beft
judges of his preaching-gifts, as being moft difinterefted :
for which reafon, non-refiding heritors, inftead of defer-
ving to be cut out altogether, as the {tupid and undifcern-
ing orthodox would have it, are by much to be preferred
to thofe that refide.

The reader will eafily perceive, that I have here
given much better reafons for this conduct than thofe
commonly affigned, viz. the law, in the cafe of patrons;
and the payment of the ftipend, in the cafe of heritors.
For, as to the firft of thefe, it is quite from the purpofe;;
for the law maintains its own ground, as far as it goes,
and is irrefiftible : the only queftion is, How we fhall act

as

it em 2 e



[ 47 ]

as to what is left to us to determine ? if the law hindered
us to determine on any fide we pleafed, fuch caufes never.
would be pleaded before us. As to the other, about the
heritors paying the ftipend, it is not juft; for the whole
nation pays it : the heritor gets his lands with that burden
upon them at firft; and when one buys land from ano-
ther, he never pays for the ftipend : {o that really an he-
ritor is never a penny the poorer of the ftipend, except
that happening commonly to fee the money firft, he may,
perhaps, be forry that any body fhould get it but himfelf.
However, though thefe reafons be not fufficient at bot-
tom, I deny not but it may be very proper to affign them
to fuch as are ignorant enough to yield to them, or who
have fo {fqueamifh ftomachs as not to be able to digeft the
folid reafons upon which I have grounded my maxim. Itis
with the mind as with the body, it muft be fed with fuch
things as it is able to bear, and as will beft agree with its
frame and conttitution.

MAXIM IX

W hile a fettlement is carrying on, the candidate againf?
whom there is a flrong ofpofition from the people,
muft be looked upon, and every where declared to be,
a perfon of great worth, and remarkable abilities ;
provided always, that if ever the fame perfon, after
he is fettled, be at pains, and fucceed, in gaining the
peoples affuction, he [ball then fall as much below the

ordinary flandard in his character, as before he was
yaifed above it. '

BoTw parts of this maxim will appear very reafonable
to all that fee with our eyes. The people being again(t
aman, is a certain fign of his being a good preacher, as
has been formerly proved : it is alfo a pretty fure fign of
his being of moderate principles, whic/y make the comers
thereunto perfect ; and thefe two things are fuflicient to
juftify us in raifing his character. It is indeed often ab-
folutely neceflary, when a procefs is in agitation, that it
may help him out with a fcanty concurrence, and have
an_influence upon the church-courts, which are compc-
fed of a mixed multitude. Nor isit eafy to conceive,

how
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how, excellent and well-invented a weapon this is, the gi-

ving aman an extraordinary and high character. It ne-..

ceflarily imprints a kind of veneration of him on the minds
of his judges; and hath this peculiar advantage, that
there is no parrying of it; for whatever fome few, of
different princiEIes, may think, they dare not plainly
contradi¢t it. Every man has it in his power to {peak
well of another, but no-body muft take the liberty to
{peak ill of a man in a public court, unlefs he can alfo
venture to give him a libel. Many a time have I heard
young men highly extolled in church-courts, when their
{ettlement was in dependence, who, in {tri¢ truth, were
but middling kind of men, and fome of them very heavy,
who afterwards proved no fmall incumberance upon the
moderate body.

As to the other part of the maxim, taking away their
characer for ability when they apoftatife to orthodoxy,
this will be eafily accounted for, if it be remembered
how they came by it. It was freely given them; and
therefore it may be taken away at pleafure : it was given

to bring them in as an additional ftrength to the mode-~ .

wate intereft ; and therefore, when they forfake that in-
tereft, it is but juft to deprive them of it. If any fhall
obje, that this is not agreeable to the ftrict rules of ve-
racity, 1 defire it may be remembered, that the prefent
fathionable fcheme of moral philofophy is much impro-
ved in comparifon of that which prevailed fome time ago.
Virtue does not now confift in acting agreeably to the
nature of things, as Dr Clarke affirms ; nor in acting ac-
cording te truth, which an old fchoolmafter, one Woolla-
fton, once wrote a book to prove ; but in the good of the
awhole ; and therefore an illuftrious and noble end fan¢ti~
fies the means of attaining it. Qur fentiments, in this
refpe@, are defcribed by an anonymous poet, who, I be-
lieve, meant no good to us; however it points out the
charater pretty plainly thus : :

7o fecond him rofe furly PETER,
An angry bigot for good-nature :
That truth frorld valued be by mcafure,
And weight, he thought ;
T hat

.
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That inch of truth, in courtefy,
To fpan of intereft fbould give w?r ;
And pound of gain, for ounce of lie,
Is cheaply bought. '

If it be farther objected, That ftill this only fatisfies our-
felves, whereas, in the cafein hand, it is neceffary to fa-
tisfy the world : As to this, we can freely fay, that the
man was good, but now he is bad : and that is no contra-
dition ; for though the Confeflion of Faith maintains
the infallible perfeverance of the faints in grace, yet we
never affirmed the neceflary perfeverance of men in mo-
deration, thefe two things being entirely diftinét the
one from the other. Some of our friends do fall away
now 'and then: our ftrength, for ordinary, confifts in-
young men ; for there are {everal who, in old age, thro’
the decay of their faculties, begin to incline a little to or-
thodoxy, and then we term them, not old men, but old
wives. However, there are alfo fome, who not only
perfevere, but glorioufly improve in moderation to the
lateft old age, and to their dying day ; of which number
was the late Rev. Mr J. R. in K. whofe name I have
thought proper to record in this immortal work, that it
may be had in everlafting remembrance. S

M AXIM X.

W henever we bave got a fettlement decided over the belly
- of perhaps the whole people in the parifh, by a majo-
rity in the General dffembly, the victory [bould be im-
proved, by appointing fome of the orthodox oppofers
of the fettlement to execute it, efpecially thofe of
them that pretend to have a firuple of confiience at

. having an active hand in any fuch fettlement.

Tuey do not deferve a vittory who know not how to
puth it, or to improve the advantage they have gained.
A fentence of the General Aflembly, even as of any
other court, fignifies nothing if it be not executed. To
reft fatisfied with the vitory we have gained, by the bare
decifion, would indeed be yielding it back again, and lo-
fing in fact, what we gail};d in appearance. Thi;;. . EES
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felf-evident. But the next point is, Who fhall be employ-
ed in executing it ; thofe who appointed it, or thofe who
pretend a icruple of confcience at doing what appears
to their difordered intelle@s to be whit they call finful ¢
Now, as to this, allow me only to afk a few plain que-
ftions. Is not every fociety divided into the governing
and the governed, the mafters and the fervants ? What
is the fubject of any debate in the Aflembly that ends in
avote, but to determine who is the one, and who is the
other ! When once a vote has mode us mafters, does not
the fame vote make the minority fervants? And do I
need to afk further, If there is any piece of drudgery to
be performed, who it belongs to, the mafters or the fer-
vants ! Apply this then to the cafein hand: Who would
hazard his own life in fording a river, if he had a fervant
to try the depth of it before him? Who would chufe to
go to a pulpit, under a thower of {tones from an enra-

ed populace, if he had others under his authority, whom
Ee could fend upon the fome ungracious errand ?

Now, the ufefulnefs of this conduct is very evident :
for it is plain, they will either obey or difobey. If the
firft is the cafe, then we fhall have the honour of bring-

“ing them, and ‘they themfelves the profit and advantage
of being brought, into the hatred and abhorrence of the
common people; in commendation of which ftate, e-
nough has been faid already. If they difobey, they muft
‘be depofed, and caft out as incorrigible, to make way
for thofe that are better than themfelves. This will be
to the advantage of the church ; for young men, ceteris
paribus, are much better than old.

As this method of purging the church of corrupt mem-
bers is like to be a prevailing meafure in our days, I fhall

* endeavour to fupport it by a few, but thefe demonftra-

_ tive arguments; in moft of which, indeed, I fhall have
little more than the honour of recording the fentiments
and reafoning of foine eminent men that were members
of the two laft General Affemblies.

- In the fi/? place, it is certain, that'the command of a
proper authority is fuflicient to make any action, not only
innocent and lawful, but perfectly right, and ftrictly obli-
gatory; infomuch that it an executioner fhould be com-

‘ manded
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ntanded to hang his father or fon, for praying to God, ot
reading his Bible ; nay, if one of Jefus Chriit’s difciples
had happened to have been a Roman foldier, and fhould
have been commanded to crucify his mafter, he thould
have betrayed the moft egregious ignorance of the Chri-
ttian religion, had he made the leaft difliculty in executing
fuch orders. '

It is to no purpofe here to object the immutability of
moral laws, and the fupreme authority of God: for if
obedience to human authority be one of his laws, as it
plainly is, then all his other laws muit be fubmitted to
fuch alterations and fufpenfions as our fuperiors think
proper. The apoftles do indeed fometimes fpeak of o-
beying God rather than man ; but we can explain this as
eafily as we do another text, in the third chapter of the
Romans, which.feems to teach, that we fhould not do
evil that good may come : for as, in the one cafe, what-
ever promotes good cannot be evil; fo, in the other, if
human authority be once duly interpofed, it is obeying
God to comply with whatever is injoined thereby; and
therefore it is impoffible that ever there can an interfe-
rence happen. Befides, fome allowance muft, no doubt,
be made for the difference of times, and difadvantages
which all the ancient writers lay under, the late fine im-
provements in the {cience of morals not having then been
excogitated. But I can affure the reader, the principle
which I have laid down, is now the do¢trine of this church,
wherein both divines 4nd lawyers who are members of
our Aflemblies, are entirely agreed,.and will not fuffer
any body to call it in queltion. And what an obvious
beauty has Moral Virtue gained from the delicate and
fkilful hands that have lately been employed in drefling
her Ladythip! She was once ftiff and rigid, like ice or
cold iron ; now fhe is yielding as water, and, like iron hot
from the furnace, can eafily be beaten into what fhape
you pleafe. And here I muft fay, I think it fome pity
that fo fine a geniusas Grotius did not flourifh fomewhat
later, or that the moral fenfe was not ftarted a little ear-
lier, and fo that great man preferved from fulling into fo
grofs a blunder as the maintaining, that ¢ even military

‘ authority may be refifted ; and that a cafe can be given,
' -G 2 ¢ when
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¢ when a foldier ought to difobey orders:” for now it
is a fettled point, that even ecclefiaftical authority
(which, if there were any difference, I allow ought ra-
ther to be the milder of the two) is fufficient to bear
. down before it what were once called the eternal, no
lefs, and immutable laws of morality ; and, by divine
authority, is paramount to divine authority itfelf.

I thall only obferve two very plain and clear advanta-
ges in this principle, whereby it will appear, how happy
it is that the church hath fallen fo entirely in with it, and

- proceeds {o uniformly upon it.

The fir/? is, that in cafe of neceflity, an acion which
no-body would chufe perhaps to take the weight of upon
them, may yet be done without the leaft hazard of any
body’s being called to account for it in the other world.
If the doer of an action were to be the judge of its law-
fulnefs, he might be damned perhaps for doing it, in
cafe it were found to be wrong; but upon this principle
of implicit obedience to his fuperiors, there is no repel-
ling his defence : It was not his province to judge whe-
ther it was lawful or unlawful; and the Affembly or
Commiffion who gave the order, being bodies-politic, are,
by that time, all diffolved, and appear only in the capa-
city of individuals.

The other advantage is this, that if the fupreme court,
of any kind, were allowed to be the only proper judge of
the lawfulnefs of its own appointments, it would be im-
poflible, in the nature of things, thatever there could be
a feparation in the church, or a rebellion in the ftate.
The juftrefs of this confequence is {o evident, that I fhalt
not {pend any time in illuftrating it, but heartily wifh
the principle, from which it flows, were univerfally em-
braced. X

In the fecond place, the difobedient brethren have but
one pretence for their conduét, whichis groundlefs, viz.
a feruple of confcience - as to which, hear Dr Goodman,
a noble Englith writer : ¢ A tender con{ciencc is nothing
¢ elfe but an ignorant and uninftru®ed mind ; or a fick-

¢ ly, melancholy, and fuperftitious underitanding.” T

could eafily fhew, that there is no fuch thing as a real
fcruple of confcience: the lawyers in the General Af-
) fembly.
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fembly, whoate e of as great penetration as any in
theland, have, moft of them, plainly declared, that they
do not conceive it poffible. A certain learned gentle-
man of this court hath affured us, that taking away
minifters ftipends would enlighten their confcience.
The renowned author of Hudibras is known to be of the
fame opinion : from which two authorities, I will endea-
vour to amend Dr Goodman’s definition ; for a tender
conftience is tot an ignorant mind, but a full flomach.
This accounts for appearances better, and particularly for
the epithet of tender commonly given to it, as all phy- -
ficians are agreed, that 2 wound upon a full ftomach is
very dangerous. Having thus rooted up the very foun-
dation of this pretence, it is needlefs to go through the
feveral particulars infifted upon by the difobedient as
ftraitening to them ; and therefore I fhall but ina word
mention one of them. They pretend it is a profane farce
to confer, in a folemn manner, the care of the fouls of a
certain people, when nothing is really conferred but 2
legal title to a benefice: as alfo, that the candidate can-
not confcientioufly anfwer feveral of the queftions com-
monly put on thofe occafions. But is it not extremely
ftrange, that any body can be fo dull as not to regard thefe
queftions in their only true and proper light, as a neceffary
piece of formality, without which a charge of Horning
for the ftipends could notberaifed? And as to the other
part of the objection, whether it be not' much more a
mock ceremony, to ordain a man to a congregation, .
when a title to the benefice cannot be conferred, I fhall
leave the reader to determine, as if the cafe were his own.
The third principle upon which our condu¢t is found-
ed, is of fuch undoubted verity, that the bare mention-
ing of it is fufficient to convinceall the world how little
itftands in need of any proof; accordingly no moderate
man views it inany other light than as an axiom, or felf-',
evident truth ; namely, That if any excufe for difobedience
were once admitted, or any indulgence granted to thefe
tender-con{cienced inferiors, there would be an end of all
government in an inftant; neither commands nor obe-
dicnce-could proceed one ftep further, but every indivi-
dual intrument of power, in that fatal fociety, a.(toniﬂx‘;
: ed
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- ed at the monftroeus phenomenon, would ftareat one an~
other; . all the wheels of the political machine would
ftop at once ; nay, would {plit into ten thoufand pieces ;
every relation and connection of their parts would be in-
ftantly diffolved, and the beautiful Whole would ruth in-
to a wild chaos of anarchy and confufion. The reader
will eafily believe T am too wife to offer a proof of an ax-
iom or felf-evident truth * ; however, I think it but fair
to inform him, that fuch is the nature of paper and ink,
that they have not the power of doing it ali)ethe juftice
even in narration, of which it is capable elfewhere.
Whoever has heard the demontftrative tone, or beheld the
infallible air, and gefture of certainty, with which it has
been afferted by an Affembly-orator, would be afhamed
that he ever ftood in need to be put in mind of it: for
my own part, 1am fo entirely influenced by it, that if the .
moft faithful, diligent, and ufeful fervant fhould, in the
humbleft manner, reprefent to me, that he had a fcruple
about executing any of my orders, and beg to be excufed,
fuppofe from fhaving me on Sunday morning, and I fhould
unfortunately be fo far off my guard, as for once to in-
dulge him, I would immediately diffolve my whole fami-
ly, and never more think of lodging with a living foul
under the fame unhappy roof.

Againft this principle, however, fome have prefumed
to object particular inftances in f{cripture-hiftory of fuch
excufes being aGtually admitted, without any apparent
diffolution of the conftitution; fuch as Gideon’s paffing
from his order to his fon to kill the two princes of Mi-
dian, and flaying them himfelf; and that of Saul, who,
when his guards refufed to fall upon the priefts, com-
mitted that affair to another, without any farther noife.
Now, not to mention the difficulty of arguing from facts
.of an ancient date, cited only by one author, and that
very curtly, I humbly conceive thefe inftances produced,

® I defire that this general affertion may not be mifunderftood, as if I
intended a refletion upon fome late difcoveries in moral philofophy ¢ for
though an axiom, or {cif-evident truth, cannot be proved; yet a great ge-
nius, who can do any thing, may take a few of thefe fame axioms, dignify
and adorn them, by writing an cffay round-about cach of them, and prove
that they ought to be cailed fec/ings. This is greatly to the advantage of
the commonwealth of lcarning, as cxpericnce hath fhewne 2k

make
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make direly againft the objection: for it appears to me
very evident, thatthe kingdom was taken from Saul, and
given to David, for this very reafon, he being unfit to go-
vern, by thus allowing his authority to be trampled up-
on. Nor willit be eafy to aflign any different reafon, why
none of the pofterity of Gideon were ever permitted to
rule Ifrael. There are fome later inftances of that fort,
nearer home, thrown up by fhallow politicians ; as that
of the hangman at Ayr, who refufed to execute the Whigs
in King Charles II.’s time; and that which happened a
few years ago among ourfelves, when the civil governs
-ment overlooked the difobedience of a fet of refrattory -
. dergymen who refufed to read the act of parliament a-
nent Captain Porteous. In the firft of thefe cafes, the
judges acted in a laudable manner ; for they deprived the
man of his benefice : and, for the crime of this difobe-
dience, I am perfuaded he died childlefs, for I have never
heard of any of his pofterity in that part of the country.
In the other cafe, Iconfefs the government was much to
be blamed ; and have long been of opinion, that their
deteftable lenity, at that time, was the caufe of the late
rebellion, which followed fo foon after it. It is to be
hoped they will take warning for the time to come’; for
I'am perfuaded one other initance of the fame kind would
efleGtually feat the Pretender upon the throne of Britain.
The laft principle which I thall mention, and which,
with the reft, I am fure is abundantly fufficient ta fupport
the maxim laid down for our condu&, is, That the beft
method of conviction, and, of all others, the moft pro-
per for a church-court, is that of authority, fupported
in its higheft rigour by cenfures, which may be felt by
men of the dulleft capacities, as depofition, and fufpen-
fion from benefice as well as office. If the goodnefs of an
argument, or the excellency of a methad, is tq be mea-
fured by the frequency of recourfe that is had toit, I
think none can difpute precedency with this. It muft be
allowed to be, of all others, the moft Chriftian method
itreigned over the whole church without arival, for ma-
ny ages : and though Proteftants, fora while, pretended-
to find fault with it in the hands of their enemies; yet,
which of them all, .when they -became able to make ufef
: : °
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ofit, have nottried it in their turn? And whether we

confider the majority, by whofe hands this weapon isto .

be wielded, or the minority, upon whom the weight of
it muft fall, it will plainly appear to be admirably fuited
to the prefent times. As to the beafts of burden, who
fall to Ee driven by this method, they are known to be
fuch dull and lifelefs animals (as they are moft of them
pait the vigour of youth) that no other argument can
 make any impreflion upon them. However a horfe
might be managed, who is a'generous creature, no-body
could think of another method to make an afs move, but
conftantly to belabour itsfides. There cannot be a clear-
er evidence of the dulnefs and ftupidity of thefe obftinate
beings we have todo with, than the expence of rhetoric
that has been thrown away upon them, to perfuade them
of a thing as clear as the fun, viz. that if they had any
- confcience they would depofe themfelves, and yield their
place to more pliable fucceffors. They even pretend
confcience here again; and tell us, they are placed in a
ftation which they dare not defert, unlefs they be thruft
outof it. Now, let the reader judge how incapable of
perfuafion one muft be, to find difgculty in fo plain a
cafe; and therefore how unneceffary it is, that a more
cifeGtual method fhould be tried.

On the other hand, the majority in Aflfemblies and
Commiffions feems, at prefent, to be peculiarly adapted
. to fuch a method of conviftion as I have mentioned.
One part of our ftrength lies in the laity whe attend our

judicatures; thefe, as they poffefs no benefice in the

church, they are out of the reach of this fort of cenfure,
and therefore are only capable of infli¢ting, but not of
fuffering it; and as they are not much accuftomed to
{olving cafes of confcience, what other method can oc-
cur to them, when things of this nature are thrown in
their way, than the more gentleman-like method, for
which Alexander the Great is fo juftly celebrated, viz.
cutting the troublefome knot, which they would find
tedious and difficult to unty?! The reft of our fide con~
fifts in clergy of the youngeft fort; who, as they are i~
mitators of the manners o% gentlemen, may be fuppofed
to act with the fame {pirit in public judgment. Thot‘llxgh
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they can give flourithes of rhetoric enough; nay, though
of one of them in particular, I may literally fay, :

He cannot '
His mouth, but out there flies a trope ;

yet as for logic, it is well known this part of education
is fallen into great contempt ; and it is not to be expect+
ed, that fuch brifk and lively {pirits, who always hated
every thing that looked {cholaftic-like, can bear to be
tied down to the ftri methods of argumentation. But
though we were greater mafters in this method of convic-
tion, yet our blood may eafily be fuppofed too warm for
any thing that is {o flow, and at beft fo uncertain in its
fuccefs. No; we are now the majority, and our power,
as a late acquifition, is the more agreeable for being new ;
we muft tafte the fiveets of authority, which can only be
by compelling our inferiors to obey us. If our fentences
are executed, it is the fame thing tq the new incumbent,
the fame thing to the church in general, and the fame
thing to us, whether the executors are willing or un-
willing : for, as to that whole matter of confcience, a-
bout which fo much noife is made, Ihave already related
our fentiments; from whence it is evjdent, that fuch
nonfenfe, as laying a violent temptation in mens way to
adt againft the light of their own mind, is nothing but
words without a meaning. And as to the expreflion of
the apoftle Paul, about church-power, which he ufes over
and over again, that it is for edification, and not for de-

Siruction ; it is no fecret, that therg is a various reading ;

and if once we had, for deftruction, and not for edifica-
tion, eftablifhed as the true reading, which, if we were
dealers in criticifm, might perhaps be eafily done, we
fhould not only get rid of this troublefome text, but make
an acquifitign of it on our fide of the queftion, to the
conful?qn of our greateft enemies. S

M A XIM XL :

The character which moderate men give their adver-
Jaries, of the orthodox party, muft akways be that
of knaves ar fools; and, as occafion ferves, the fame

. H perfon
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perfon (if it will pafs) may be reprefented as a knave

at one time, and as a fool at another.

THE juftice of this proceeding may be eafily made ap-
pear. The principles of moderation being fo very evi-
dent to reafon, it is a demonftration, that none but.
unreafonable men can refift their influence: and, there-
fore we cannot ‘fuppofe, that fuch as are againft us can
be fo from confcience. Befides, fetting afide the fu-

erior intrinfic excellence of the one fet of principles a-
gove the other, there are much ftronger carnal motives,
to fpeak in their own fiyle, to act in their way, than in
ours; and therefore there is great ground to conclude,
that they a from hypocrify, but not fo of us. They
pleafe the people ; we pleafe, at leaft endeavour to pleafe,
thofe of high rank. Now, there are many remarkable
advantages they gain by pleafing the people; whereas it
is evident, ex pof? facto, that we gain nothing by plea-
fing the gentry ; for they never trampled upon us fo much
as of late; and have entirely defeated our application to
parliament for augmentation of ftipend. So tar are we
from being in any refpect the better of the gentry, that
we have really great reafon to complain of them; for
when we have endeavoured to ingratiate ourfelves with
them, by foftnefs and complaifance, and by going confi-
derable lengths with them in their freedom, they, often-
times, moft ungeneroufly defpife us but the more : nay,
many of them have firft taught us to live at a high rate,
-and then refuie to give us any thing to keep it up. Now,
as we men of reafon could not but forefee this, it is plain,
nothing but the moft difinterefted virtue could lead us
‘to act as we have done. 'Whereas, on the other hand,
the orthodox have gained, and do poflefs the efteem of
the common people; and fo, it is plain, they could have
no other view in their conduct but to attain it. Howe-
ver, to fhew our charity, we allowathere are fome on
their fide who are indifferently honeft; but thefe are
men of very weak intellectuals, as is evident from their
not thinking as we do. . ,

The other part of the maxim is abundantly reafonable,
but not fo eaily put in practice, viz. reprefenting the

fame
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fame individual perfon fometimes as a krnave, and fome-
times as a fool. This affair is fometimes unluckily mana-
ged, when it is” incautioufly attempted. In order to
its being done fuccefsfully, therefore, let the two fol-
lowing rules be obferved.

1/2, Let a man be reprefented as a knave and a hypocrite
to one fort of people in the world; and let him be re-
prefented as a fool, not to the fame, but to another
fort: let the firlt be chiefly your better fort of people,
particularly thofe among them that hate much profeflion
of religion, and are apt to call all ftri¢tnefs hypocrify s
the other, it is plain, muft be the fimple and credulous.

The fecond rule is, That, if poflible, there thould be dif-
ferent perfons employed in fpreading thefe different ca-
lumnies of the fame man. By this apparent confiftency in
every one’s opinion with itfelf, they will be the more
eafily maintairied, and be the lefs liable to difcovery: and
thus, as the feveral wheels of a watch, by oppofite mo~
tions, promote the fam¢ end; fo the feveral members
of the moderate body, by feemingly different and oppo-
fite means, confpire in promoting the good of the whole.
The principle upon which thefe two rules are founded,
is, That probability ought to be ftudied in every falfehood
we would have believed ; which principle is laid down,
and finely illuftrated, in the Art of Political Lying, faid to
be wrote by one Dr Arbuthnot.

It will not, I hope, be reckoned wandering from my
fubje@, when I obferve, that the very fame principle of
ftudying probability is to be applied to the celebration of
the characters of our friends, as well as the defamation
of our enemies. Thefe two defigns, indeed, have a very
ftrong connection, and do mutually fupport and promote
one another. Praifing one character is, by fieceflary and
manifeft confequence, a defamation of its oppofite : and,
in fome cafes, whifh may eafily be conceived, it is the
moft eligible, and the moft efletual way of doingit. I
have been prefent at a converfation, where the chief in-
tention of one of the fpeakers, atid what he had moft at
heart, was to ruin the character and reputation of a cer-
tain perfon, who happened to be mentioned, with his
hearers; but as he could not well know, whether they

H 2 were
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were.able to bear.a large quantity of unmixed reproach,

he chofe the wifer and fafer method, of celebrating ano-

- ther character, and drawing it with all his art, in fuch a
manner as the ftrongeft oppofition poflible might appear,
in fome of its circumitances, to that of the perfon intend-
ed to be wounded by reflettion. '

But in this, as in the former cafe, great judgment and
prudence muft be ufed; nothing muit be faid, the con-
trary to which is, or may be eafily known to be true ; and
particularly all the antiquated orthodox phrafes, in giving
a minifter’s charater, are to be religioufly avoided. The .
neceflity of this direction will beft appear from an example :
Suppofe I fhould fay of Momus, he was a youth of early,
‘and continues to be a man of eminent piety, walking with
‘God, and fpending many hours every day in fecret devo-
tion ; has a deep and a ftrong fenfe, upon his mind, of the
worth and value of time, and lays it out wholly in fittin
others, and himfelf, for eternity; has fo facred a regarﬁ
for truth, that he never tells a lie, even in jeft; has a
moft humble deportment, and is perfectly free from that
prevailing fault, of triumphing over the weak or fhame-
faced by raillery 'or impudence ; has been frequently
heard to exprefs his difpleafure at all levity of carriage,
and frothy, unprofitable difcourfe, in perfons of the fa-
‘cred character; and as he was always himfelf remarkable
for a purity of converfation, fo he cannot allow the
moft diftant allufion to obfcenity to pafs without a re-
proof: infhort, his whole behaviour commands both the
.reverence and love of all who have the happinefs of his
acquaintance. I fay, if I fhould draw the character
of Momus in this manner, as fome authors do thofe of
the Puritan clergy about a hundred years ago, it is pro-

. bable he would give me no thanks: and indeed he would
'owe me none; for it would have much more the air of a
fatire than of a panegyric. N :

It is, - however, poflible to draw a charafter of
the fame perfon which fhall have fome truth, and
much probability in it; and which, as being the cha-
racter of a modern, fhall be much more in the modern
commendatory ftyle.—He is a man of a moft fpright-

ly
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Iy and lively fancy, of an-inexhauftible fund of wijt.
and humour, where he pleafes to difplay it, though
the iniquity of the times has, in fome meafure, checked
its indulgence. He is, notwith{tanding the grimnefs
of his countenance, entirely free from any fournefs or
morofenefs of temper, fo that, in his converfation, a
man may enjoy all manner of eafe and freedom. He is
~ a moft genteel and elegant preacher and poet; and, te
my knowledge, a man of a warm and good heart *.

M A XI M XL

. 8
As to the world in general, a moderate man is to have
. great charity for Atheifts and Deifls in principle, and
Jor perfons that are loofe and vicious in their practice ;
but none at all for thofe that have a high profeffion
« of religion, and a great pretence to flricinefs in their
- walk and converfation. o

. Tais maxim feems to be pretty ftrongly laid ; and
et, upon a {tri¢ inquiry, it will be found that we fol-
{ow it very exactly. That we have charity for the firft
mentioned fort of perfons, is evident; for we endeavour
to accommodate ourfelves to them, and draw as near
them as poflibly we can, infitting upon nothing in our
fermons but what may be faid to be a part, or an im-
provement, of the law of nature. And as to our havin
no charity for the other fort, itis as evident; witnefs
the odious idea we have affixed to the name of a profef-
for, (unlefs when it is meant of a profeflor in a college) ;
and witnefs our ironical way of fpeaking, when we fay
of a man, he has a grave fanctified air. Nay, even holi-
nefs and godlinefs are feldom taken by us ina very good
fenfe: when we fay, One of the holy brethren, or, A good
godly lady, they would miftake us very much that would
think we had a higlr opirion of any of thefe perfons.
. This our condu a certain young man of the ortho-
dox fide, reflected very feverely upon, as he thought, in

® ‘This expreflion, a man of a goed heart, is much in fathion among the
moderate, and of great fignificancy and beauty : but it is only to be ufed in
fpmlunci to perfons of fome degree of tafte ; for I knew.a particular inftance
in which it difobliged the perfon it was intended to gain, . "
R v . e N ) a
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a fermon, which he afterwards printed, in words to this
purpofe : ¢ They can indeed talk very fluently of univer-
¢ fal benevolence, and a charitable candid difpofition —;
¢ but their charity is confined to thofe who favour their
¢ opinions, or perhaps are indifferent about religion al-
¢ together; while the leaft appearance of ferious devo-
¢ tion, or fervent zeal for God, isenough to forfeit it.
¢« Indeed this charity is as myfterious as the faith of the
“ moft bigotted Catholic; it is equally full of contra-
¢ dictions; and feems refolved to found itfelf, not upon
¢ evidence, but upon the want of it. Where every
¢ thing has the worft appearance, there they will believe
“ well; but where the outward condué is blamelefs,
¢ they candidly fufpe& that nothing but hypocrify lies
¢ at the bottom.” But, with the leave of this fmart
youth, what he fays of us is very true, and we maintain
it to be right : for the very meaning of charity is to be-
lieve without evidence; it is no charity at all to believe
good of a man when we fee it, but when we do not fee
it. .It is with charity in fentiment, as with charity in
fupplying the wants of the neceflitous; we do not give
alms to the rich but to the poor. Inlike manner, when
there are all outward appearances of goodnefs, it requires
no charity to believe well of the perfons : but when there
are none at all, or perhaps very many to the contrary,
then I will maintain it is charity, and charity in its per-
fetion, to believe well of them. Some obje¢t to this,
Well, fince it is your will, have charity for'them; but
have charity alfo for fuch as are apparently good. Oh!
the ftupid world! and flow of heart to conceive! is it
not evident to a demonftration, that if the appearance
of wickednefs be the foundation of charity, the appear-
ance of goodnefs, which is its oppofite, muft be the
foundation of a quite contrary judgment, viz. fufpe&-
ing, or rather believing ill of them? If any ftill infift,
_That if not charity, yet juitice fhould incline us to be-
lieve well of them, as I have feemingly confeffed: Ian«
fwer, That we have no occafion for juftice, if we have
charity ; for charity is more than juftice, even as the
whole is more than a part: but though 1 have fuppofed,
argumentandi gratia, that juftice requires this; yet it
' ' is
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is not my fentiment ; for the perfons meant being ufual-
ly great enemies to us, are thereby cut off from any
claim in juftice to oar good opinion; and being alfo, as
has been proved, improper.objeéts of charity, it remains
that we fhould hate them with perfect hatred, as in fa
we do.

M A XTI M Xl

Allmoderate men are joined together in the fHricte/? bond
of union, and do never fail to fupport and defend one
another to the utmoft, be the caufe they are engaged
in what it will.

Ta1s maxim I do not infert fo much for the inftruc-
tion of the ignorant, as for the perfection of my own
plan, and the honour of the whole body; for I have
hardly ever known it fail in any inftance whatever. And
as this chara&er belongs, without controverfy, to all
the moderate; {o it belongs to them by an exclufive pri-
vilege ; for they do moft loudly complain of, and load
with moft opprobrious epithets, any of the orthodox
who attempt to imitate them in it ; as has been fome-
times known. Nothing indeed can be more juft and
reafonable than thefe complaints; for fuch conduét in the
orthodox is a plain defertion of their own principles, a
robbery and invafion of the property of others. Con-
fcience, upon which they pretend toad, is, of all things,
the mott ftiff and inflexible ; and cannot, by any art, be
moulded into another fhape than that which it naturally
bears; whereas the whole principles of moderation are
moft gentle and ductile, and may be applied to almoft
all purpofes imaginable.

If any, through an envious infidelity, entertain a doubt
of the truth aflerted in the maxim, they are referred, for
fatisfattion, to the hiftory of the proceedings of this
church for thefe twenty years bypaft, which1 take to
have been the true reforming period; and are hereby
defied to produce an inftance in which' any moderate
man, wife or unwife, old or young, grave or {prightly,
failed to concur in fupporting one of his own fide, what-
ever was his caufe, allive or paffive, a project for ad-
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vancement, ot the danger of a profecution. Let but
one of usftart a fcheme, in which he may find his ac-
count, or become candidate for an office, the whole,
upon the firft impulfe, as the concordant ftrings of a
mufical intrument anfwer to the touch, return and re-
verberate the found. If Momus unwarily makes- a fally
into the territories of good-humoured vice, and is unhap-
pily betrayed by thofe who ought not to have been truft-
ed ;; how powerfully is he upheld by the graveft of the
party, and the uncharitable malevolent enemy ftung and
deftroyed, like the bear in the fable, for difturbing the
hive of induftrious bees? Nay, as a yet ftronger in-
ftance, (being more againft nature), I could thew, inthe
records of a certain prefbytery, declarations figned by the
moft moderate hands, and yet' containing as high and
ranting expreflions in favour of the rights of the Chriftian
‘g:ople, as ever were ufed by the moft orthodox writer;
caufe, by a wonderful concurrence of circumftances,
they ferved, at that time, to promote the fettlement of
a moderate man. '
' Every eye muft immediately perceive the beauty and
-excellence of this part of our character. What more
amiable than union? 'or what more neceffary to the fup-
port of any fociety?! and what mere hateful and horrid
than difcord and divifion? Is it not alfo, by this very
means, that we have obtained the vi¢tory, and do ftill
preferve our fuperiority over the orthodox party? They
are wholly ignorant of the laws of fociety, as they have
been lately well explained by fome of our brethren in
print; and know not that all who enter into it, give up
their rights as individuals, and are bound #o follow what
they difapprove ; to fee with the eyes, and act for the in-
tereft of the whole body. :

It muft be no fmall commendation ef fuch condué,
that in fo doing we either follow, or are followed, by
the moft eminent and illuftrious charaters in this nation.
It is probable there may be feveral controverted elec~
tions tried before the parliament in a fhort time; and I
dare fay, any wife man will foretell theit iffue in each
cafe, much more certainly from the charaer of the per-
{on, than from the merits of the caufe.”And it is Ix_vith
i , ome
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fome pleafure I obferve, that whoever begun this practice
firlt, we have carried it to the greateft perfection; for,
amg:gﬁ us, the characters of men have been openly pled
in defence of their caufe, which, if I am not miftaken,
hath hardly ever been done in any civil court.

How admirably does this principle fall in with the
fcheme of philofophy upon which the prefent genera-
tion is formed ! It illuftrates the truth of Mr H n’s
doctrine, That virtue is founded upon inftinét and aflec-
tion, and not upon reafon ; that benevolence is its fource, -
fupport, and perfection ; and that all the particular rules

condu¢ are to be fufpended, when they feem to inter~
fere with the general good. It fhort, it fhews, that the
moderate are a tranfcript, in miniature, and do moft
diftinétly exhibit the order, proportion, and unity of de-
fign of the univerfal {yftem.

Time would fail me if I thould go through all the ex-
cellencies of this crowning maxim ; and therefore I fhall
only further obferve, that it excels all the known prin-
ciples of acion for clearnefs and perfpicuity. In order to
determine which fide to chufe in a difputed quettion, it
requires no long difcuffions of reafon, no critical inquiry
into the truth of controverted facs, but only fome
knowledge of the characters of men ; a ftudy much more
agreeable, as well as more common, than that of books.
To fpeak more properly, it requires no ftudy at all of
any kind ; for, as to the grofs, or general tendency of a
chara&ter, common fame communicates the impreffion,
and feldom or never deceives us. This is probably the
reafon that the maxim, as has been obferved at the begin-
ning of the illuftration, is conftantly and unerringly fol-
lowed by the moderate of every age and condition: on
which account I give it as my opinion, that it be added
to the number of the feelings, which are, at prefent,
~ fo much upon the growing hand, ’

Thus I have laid down and illuftrated thefe excellent
maxims, not without labour and expence of thought ;
and, I think, carried them fo far as to make a complete
{yftem for the education and accomplifiment of a mode-
rate clergyman, for his guidance in public judgment, alrlaid

1 5




[ 66 ]

his direction as to private practice. And now, courteous
reder, asatraveller, after having gone through the dif-
ferent parts of a country, afcends {ome eminence to re-
view the whole, let us ttand 1till and rejoice over the hap- .
py ltate of our mother-church .ot Scotland, in which
moderation fo greatly prevails ; and let us rejoice in hope
of what improvements fhe may yet arrive at, by adhering
to thefe maxims, now digefted into fuch admirable form
and order. O what noble, fublime, and inipenetrable
fermons fhall now be preached! what vicrories and
triumphs fhall be obtained over the ftupid populace, by

" forced fettlements, which never bave fuch a beautitul
and orderly ferm, as when finifhed by {oldiers, marching
in comely array, with fhining arms; a perfect image of
the church-militant ! and what perfectly virtuous and fin-
Icfs lives fhall be led by thefe clergy, who, with fteady
eye, regard the good of this vaft whole, which never yet
went wrong! There is nothing, indeed, that anyway
-tarnithes the beauty of this profpe@, but the mifcarriage
of the augmentation-fcheme 5 over which I could now la-
ment in clegiac firains, but that my hope is not yet quite
extinét; for who can tell; whether, when we {hall Lave
brought moderation to perfection, when we fkall have
driven away the whole common people to the teceders,
who alone are fit for them, and captivated the hearts of.
the gentry to a love of our folitary temples, they may
not be pleafed to allow us more ftipends, becaufe we fhall
have nothing to do but to {pend them?

I'would now propofe, that the next enfuing General Af-
{fembly would appoint (what indeed I might not withoue
reafon expect, whether they appoint it or not) that all the
profeflors of divinity in the nation {liall lecture one day,
every week, vpon this {yftem of moderction, that our
youth may be trained up, frem their infincy, in a tafte
forit, This, 1am fure, will be much more profitable
than any of the antiquated fyftems of divinity, as lictet
or Twrretine: nay, I am perfuaded, it is more exaéily
calculuted for the prefent times, than even the more mo-
dern authors, Fpicietus and Marcus Antoninus, which
Jatt, in Mr Yeulis's tranfiction, hath, by many young di-
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vines, in their firft year, been miftaken for Markii Me-
dulla Theologie. S

If this my treatife fhall meet with the fuccefs and accep-
tance that it juftly deferves, it is my intention to ofler to’
the public, a ftill more minute and particular delinca-
tion of the moderate character, either in another book,
" of a different form from this, or, perhaps, in a fecond
edition of the fame ; which fhall,in that cafe, be the text,
and to which1 will add large explanatory notes, contain-
ing much private hiftory, and referring to many particu-
lar facts, in order to render it the more grateful, as well
as the more inftructing to the reader. I have alfo by
me the ffamina vite of many ufeful and edifying treatifes,
which fhall be produced in due time, as the mufes thall
give afliftance: fuch as, The art of making a flourithed
fermon with very little matter, by a proper mixture of
fimiles, and by repeating every paragraph over again in
the form of a foliloquy : One refolution of all cafes of
con{cience, from the good of the whole fcheme: A di-
rectory for prayer, upon the fame fcheme: The horrid
fin and danger of minifters fpending too much time in ca-
techifing and vifiting in country-parifhes ; I do not make
any mention of towns, to avoid giving oflence ; as alfo,
left it fhould prove true what I have heard, that the prac-
tice is fcarcely known in any of our great towns, in
which cafe, my reafonings would look like beating the
air. Théfe, with many others, I am, with afliduous
care, purchafing materials for completing, by obferva-
tion and converfation, that our church may go on, in a
progreflive motion, toward the zenith of pertection, and
menidian of glory.

I fhall now fhut up this work, by acquainting the read-
er with a fecret, which, perhaps, he would otherwife not
advert to, viz. that I enjoy the pleafure of having done
a thing feemingly quite impracticable. I have given the
moderate, and thofe who defire to be inftructed in that
{cience, a complete view of the maxims and principles of
moderation, without, at the fame time, proftituting or
giving them up to the pofleflion of every common reader.
Perhaps fome will afk, how Iimagine I have eflected this?
I anfwer, that 1 have fo framed the whole of my bcswk,

hat
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that it is really intellifible only to perfons duly qualified;
and to every fuch perfon it is tranfparent as the fpring-
water. I have given only moderate reafons for moderate
rinciples, {o that however ftrongly they may convince
}:)me, viz. thofe of our kidney, others they will be fo far
from convincing, that they will be thought to operate
a quite contrary way. I have managed this fo carefully,
. that] could venture to laya wager of all that I am worth,
that this treatife fhall be taken, by very many, to be the
work of an orthodox pen, and to be intended as a ban-
ter upon moderate men, and their way. They will be
tempted to laugh at us, whom they will imagine to be
expofed by this revelation of our myfteries: but how
ingenioully are they deceived? for, by that very means,
every Froperly prejudiced mind is furnithed with a com-
plete {yftem, upon which to form his fentiments, and re=
gulate his conduct.

F I N I &
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