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vIatth.vil. 20." Werefore lgytbezr ﬁmt:
e _/Imll know them. .

VERY one who hath any acquamtance
with the wrmngs of infidels, muft know,
that, there is no topic on  which they

\nﬁﬁ at greater length, or with more plaufibi-
“lity, than the innumerable fe&ts and parties into

+ which the Chriftian world is divided. With what
Fapparent mumph do they enlarge, on the con-
traditory tenets, which different perfons profefs
to found upoa the fame feriptures, their violent
oppofition one to another, and the great dif-
ficulty, or rather impoffibility of difcovering
truth, among fo many, who pretend each to
have the entire and excluﬁvepoffeﬁion of it.-

~ Having gone thus far, it is eafy and natural
to proceed one flep farther and affirm, that the
great plurality of every denomination, do not -
embrace religion in general, or the tenets of
their own fe&t in particular, from rational or
perfonal conviétion, but from a blind imitation
of others, or an attachment to one or a few di- * -
ftinguithed leaders, whofe authority is ftronger
than all other evidence whatever. Thus is religi-
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‘on, at once, fuppofed true and yet deftroyed;
that is to fay, it is at one ftroke, as it were, anni-
hilated; in almoft alt who profefs it, their opini-
ons, whatever they are in themfelves, being no
more than implicit faith and party prejudice in
thofe who embrace them.

The fame vifible ftate of the world, which

gives occafion of triumph to the enemies of re-
ligion, gives, often, no fmall uneafinefs and an-

xiety to its friends, particularly to the beftasd

moft difpaffionaté of every party. Seriousand
confcientious perfons, when they reRect upon
the divifions that prevail, when they are wit-
neffes to the contention and mutwal accufation
of different parties, are ready to be overwhelm-
ed with melancholy upon the profpedt, as well
as involved in douht and perplexity, as to what
courfe they themfelves thould hold. 1t is not
uncommon to find perfons of every rank in this
fituation, not only thofe of better education,
who are able to take an extenfive view of the
ftate of things, in this and in preceeding ages;
but alfo thofe of lefs knowlege and comprehen-
fion, when any violent debates happen to fall
‘within the fphere of their own obfervation.
Thefe tealons have induced me to make choice
of the paflage now regd as the fubjedt of dif
courfe at this time. It contains the rule to which
-our Saviour appeals in his controver{y with the
Pharifees, and by which he, once and again, de-
fires that their pretcnﬁons may | be judged. I ap-
‘prehend
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prehend from the the context, that it is equal- '

ly applicable to their charatters and their princi-
ples, their integrity before God in their offices
teachers of others, and the foundnefs of their
do@rine as to its effe@ts upon thofe who fhould
receive it. Thefe two things are, indeed, in a
great meafure conneéted together, or rather they
are mutually involved in one another, though it
is poffible, and, in fome few cafes, profitable, to
make a ditin&ion between them.

‘What is further propofed, through the affift-
ance of divine grace, in the profecution of this
fubje&, is,

1. To thow, that the rule here given by our Sa-
viour is the beft that could have been given,
and that it is qufficient to diftinguith truth
from érror, '

I1. That thisisin faét the rule by which all good
men, and, indeed, mankind in gener-l, fo far

as they are fincere, do judge, of religious prin-

ciples and pretenfions.

HI. To conclude with fome refle&tions on the
fubje&t for the benefit both of minifters and
people.

In the firft place then it is propofed to (how,
that .the rule here given by our Saviour is the
beft that could have been given, and that it is
fufficient to diftinguith truth from error. To
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fay a foundation for this, it will be neceffary to
begin by fettling, in as precife a manner as poff-
ble, the mcaning of the rule, and to what cafesit
can be juftly applied. Ye fbal know them by their
[fruits, {aith our Saviour—That is to fay, when
any perfon affumes the charalter of a divine
teacher, and propofes any thing to your belief
“as from God, fee whether its fruits be really fuit-
able to its pretenfions: particularly, you are to
lay down this as a principle, that, as he is holy
‘in his nature, every thing that proceeds from
him muft be holy in its tendency, and produce
holinefs as its fruit. In proportion as you fee this
effec in him who teaches it, and thofe who em-
brace it, fo, receive it as true, or rejeét it as falfe.
By laying down the rule in thefe terms I dd
not mean to deny, that, when a revelation is firft
propofed as from God, or when the credit of
{uch revelation in general is cxamined, miracles
are a diftin& and conclufive proof of a divine
- commiffion. Iam perfuaded that nothing is more
vague and indeterminate, and, at the fame time, a
more manifeft inverting the natural order of
things, than to fay with fome; We muft judge
of the truth of a miracle by the nature of the
doctrige in fupport of which it is wrought ; and»
if this laft is worthy of God, we may then admit
the honorary teflimony of the mighty work in
its behalf. They do not attend to the great ig-
norance of man in all fpiritual and divine things
without revelation, and to the boldnefs of hu-
man
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 fnan pride, who fpéak'in this manner. I would

rather include thisas one of the proper fraits
of a divine commiffion to. teach any new doc-
trine, that figns be given of a fuperior power ac-
companying the prophet. Thus we fee the j>ws
made this demand of our Saviour, What fign
Jheweft thou them, that we may fee and believe
thee ? What doft thowwork*? It is true, in fome
inftances, when, after many miracles, they per-
difted in afking new figns of their own devifing,
he condemns their obftinacy and refufes to gratify
it. Notwithftanding this, we find him often ap-
pealing to his works as an arteftation of the truth
of his miffion : thus he fays, Believe me that I
am in the Father and the Father in me, or elfe
believe me for.the very works faket. And elfe-
where, Jf 1 had not done among them the works
that none other man did, they had not had fin : but
now they have both feen, and hated both me and
wmy Father £. Agreeably to this, we find Nicode-
mus drawing the conclufion, Rabbi we kncw thon
art a teacher come from God, for mo man can do
the miracles tbat thou dof? except God be 'w:tb
bim §.

There is no doubt, ‘however, that tlus muft
be infepatably joined with a purity of charaiter,
and fan&tity of purpofe. When theleare wants
ing, it gives the jufteft ground of fufpicion,
leads to the ftricreft examination of miraculous

* Jobnvi. 30.  t Jobn xiv. 11, 1 Fohnxv. 24
Fobn iii 2.

preten-
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pretenfions, and will certaiply end in the difce-
very of fuch as are falfe. For this is the very ex-
cellence of the rule laid down by our Saviour, that,
tho’ reafon may be very unfit to pafs an indepen-
dent judgment uvpon truth and error, confcience
may, with little danger of miftake, reject what
is evil, and yleld its approbation to what is goed.
.. But ‘what I have chiefly in view is, that fup-
- . pofing the truth of the gofpel in general, par-
ticular opinions and pradtices muft be tried iw
this manner. As the gofpel is allowed on all
hands_to be a doétrine according to godlinefs,
when differences arife, and each oppofite fide
. pretends to have the letter of the law in its fa-
vour, the great rule of decifion is, which doth
moft immediately, and moft certainly, promote
piety and holinefs in all manner of converfation.
In this way every doétrinal opinion, every form
of government, and every rite and praflice ia
worthip may be brought to the teft and tried by
its fryits.

As opinions, fo charalters muft be tried in the
fame manner. The truth is, this, tho’ deferving
‘particular mention, is included in, or is but a part
and branch of the other. Teo. pafs a’ judgment
on particular charaters is of very fmall moment
or rather, a peremptory decifion. of this kind is
both unneceflary, and improper, unlefs when it
#s of weight in a caufe. It is only prophets and
teachers that fall to be fingly, or perfonally tried,
becaufe they are fuppofed to exhxblt, in thic’

own
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own praclice, ‘an example of the force and in-
fluence of their principles. If on them they have
o effect that is good, there is pot the leaft pre-
tence fof mﬁﬂmg that otbcrs Ihould embrace
them.

'Nothing farther feems neceflary by way of ex-
plication of this rule, fave to obferve from the
context, that faif and plaufible pretences, either
of opinions or charaéters, muft be éxamined with

‘particular care, as béing moft' ready to dective

and the trial muft be more by fa&ts than by rea.
foning, as is implied in the very langwage ufed
in the text, 3y their fruits ye fball know them.
The' excellency of this rule may be compre-
bended under the two following particulars,
1f#, Its certainty. 2dly, Its perfpicuity. ! .
Fhe firft of thefe will admit of little difpute. As
Godisinfinitely holy in his own nature, every dif-
covery that he has made to any of his creatures,
muft carry this impreffion upon it, and have 2
tendency to promote holinefs in them. And, as
this is manifeftly the defign of the facred oracles,
and that fyftem of divine truth which they con-
tiin, every thing by way of opinion, or praQtice,
that pretends to derive its authority from them,
may lawfully be tried by this rule, lei it-make
\us more holy than before ?
~ It is of moment here to ‘obferve, that this
rule hath a deep and folid foundation.” It pro-

. ‘teeds upon the fuppofition, that all natural are

inferior to moral qualities; that even the no-
bleft
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bleft intelleftual abilities are-only fo far vahn
able, -as they are fubfervient to moral perfetion;
or in other words, that truth is in order to good-

nefs. It is not (as has been often faid) in his Ab
mighty power, his infinite wifdom, or the im-
menfity of his Being, that the glory of God chief-
ly confifts, but in his inmaculate holinefs and
fpotlefs purity. Each part of the divine charac.
ter, indeed, derives a lufire from the other. It
is the union of greatnefs and goodnefs that makes
him truly God. Bis moral excellence bécomes
infinite in value and eﬂicacy by refiding in an
infinite fubjet. But if it were poffible to fe-
parate his natural perfections from his moral ex-
- gellence, or could we fuppofe thém joined to
malignity of difpofirion, he would be the pro-
per obje&t, (let us fpeak it with reverence), not
of.fupreme love, but of infinite deteftation.

. Thisis more than fufficient to fupport the or-
der in which things are reprefented above, and
fhow,that its moral influence is the proper touch-

fone and trial of religious. truth. Thefe doc-

trines only come from God which tend- to form

us after the divine image. Thus far, perhaps, all
Wlu allow it to be true; at leaft the affertion is
- common. But be pleafed to obferve, that thisne-
ceflarily fuppofes the fure and iafallibly efficacy
of real truth in promoting holinefs, and. the in-
{ufficiency of error and falthood for this pur-
pofe. If thefe were not both alike certain, the
sule would be equivocal and abfurd. If men by
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_ believing lies could attain to unfeigned goodnefs
" and true holinefs, then their moral effeft could
" notin the leaft ferve to diftinguith between‘truth
 and error. It'is no lefs plain that if fo abfurd a
. fappofition is gdmitted but for a moment, the
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value of truth is wholly deftroyed, and no wife
man will employ his time and pams in endea-
vouring to dnfoover, to commumcate, or to de-.
fend-it.

* 'The other particular comprehended under the
éxcellence of this rule, is its perfpicuity; That; -
it is not only fure:and infalible in itfelf; but ca-
pable of an eafy application by thofe who have
occafion to ufe it. Here, if any where, there is
room for doubt and difputation. Here, it may
be alledged,” all the confufion and uncertainty
returns, which was before complained of, and
for which a remeJy was required. Men will flill
differ in their opinions as to what is true good.-
nefs. Befides, they will flill debate the fincerity
-of many pretenfions, and the reality of many ap-
pearances ; and,as art and hypocrify will always
be ufed on the one hand, delufion muft be the
unavoidable confequence on the other.

. This however is no more than the neceflary

confequence of human imperfe&tion. It cannot

be denied, and it may, without any hefitation,
be confeffed, that men arediable to err, and that
many have erred in the application of this rule.
But, who can from thence juftly infer, that it is
not of fufficient clearnefs, to direé thofe who

will
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will heneftly make ufe of it, and to lay the er-
ror of thofe who are miﬂed entirely at theix owa.
‘door ?
It pleafed God to wrnte hlslaw upon the heart

of man at firk. . And the great lines of duty,
however obfcured by our original apoftacy, ace
fill fo vifible, a3 to affard an opportunity of
judging, what conduét and pradtice is, or isnot
- agreeable to its diftates. It will be found from
experience; that ‘men are able to determine on
this: point, with far greater certainty, than ona-
ny other fubjett of religion: that is to fay, they
can perceive the excellency of the end, when they
are in ‘much doubt abayt themeans, in them-
felves, or feparately confidered. -

~ Such authority hath natural cenfcience, ilf,
in man, that it renders thofe wha, in their own
condutt, defpife its reproofs, inexcufable in the
fight of God *. -But, it is of importance in the
prefent argument to obferve, that every one is
able to pafs a far furer judgment on the moral
charater of another, than his owan. The pal-
lution of the heart brmga a corrupt biafs on the -
judgment, im a man’s own cafe,: and makes
him palliate and defend thofe fins, to which he
is ftrongly inclined, or' of which he hath been
already guilty : whereas in determining the cha-
raters of others,: this biafs is lefs fenfibly felt.
This is perhaps the true and only reafon why

* Sec Rom, i 20. 1, 14

/

any
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any deference is paid to virtue as praifc-wor-

‘thy, by thofe who are enemies to it in their
‘hearts, or dny public honour and refpe& given
to the fervice of God, in the world, where fo

great a majority are evxdendy‘in the interefts of '

” another mafter. -

One fingular-excellence of this rule is, its be-

" ing the moft univerfally intelligible. 1t is level

to the capacity of men of all degrees of under-
ftanding. There is little difference, if any, in this
refpe, between the wife and the unwife, the
Tearned and theignorant. Perhaps this circum«
ftance alone " ought to give it, in juftice, the
preference, to_every other teft of religious
trath, Rehgxon is the concern of all alike, and -
therefore, what relates to it thould be ofen to
all. It was the charatter, and the glory of the
gofpel, at its firft publication, that it was preach-
ed to the poor. And, by this it is ftill diftinguifh.
ed, not only from many or molt falfe religions,
but, efpecially, from thofe philofophical fpecula-
tions, in which the enemies of all religion place
their chief (trength. "When we perufe a fyftem

* or theory of moral virtue, the principles of

which are very refined, or.the reafoning upon
it abftratted and above the comprehenfion of the
vulgar, it may be ingenious, but it carries in it-
felf a demonftration, that, becaufe it is unft, it
could never be intended for general ufe.

Here, then, lies the great advantage of the rule
kid down by our Saviour. The bulk of man-
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kind, thofe of lower rank, and even thofe among
them of weakeft or leaft culnvated underftand-
ing, are able to judge of the effecs of principles,
or to fee the beauty of an excellent cbaratter,
when they are not able to examine a do&nne,
or apprehend the reafoning upon which it is
founded. The diftates of confcience are often
immediate and clear, when the dedu&ions of
reafon are long and involved. To make intri-
cate refearches in theory, requlres great natural
abilities, which are the portion of very few: but
to judge of a vifible charaéter requires only an
Jmpamal fenfe of right and wrong. Of this the
plain man is as fufceptible as the motft acute by
nature, or the moft enlightened by education.
. In Ged Almxghty, infinite knowlege and infinite
holinefs are united, and, we have reafon to think,
that, in their perfection, they are infeparable.
But we know, by experience, that.they do not
bear an exat proportion to one another in in-
ferior natures, at leaft, among ﬁnful creatures.
There may be, and there often is, great virtue
and goodnels in a mean capacity, and great de-
pravity in perfons of eminent- ability
From thefe confiderations it is plain that this
rule of trying a do&rine by its effeéls, as a tree
by its fruits, may be applied by the meaneft as
well as the greateft, and with as little danger of
miftake. Perhaps it might have been fafely af-
firmed with lefs danger of miftake. 'Great in-
telleGtual
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telle@tual abilities, and great natusal advantages®
of every kind are very ready to fiwell the mind
with pride and felf-conceit, than which no dif-
pofition is, in itfelf more odious in the fight of
God, or more unfavourable to the difcovery of
truth. This feems to be confirmed by experi-

-ence, and it is plajnly the view given us of our

prefent ftatein the holy fcriptures. Thus the a-
pottle Paul fays, Ye fee your calling brethren, how
that not many wife men after the flefb, not many
mighty, not many noble are called. But God hath
chofen the foolifb things of the world, to confound
the wife ; and God hath chofen the weak things of
the warld to confound the things which are migh-
ty, and bafe things of the world, and things which
are defpifed hath God chofen, yea, amd things
which are not, to bring 1o nought things that are .
that no flefb fhould glory in his prefence +. For
the very fame thing we find our blefled Redeemer
adoring the depth and fovereignty of divine pro-
vidence, in the following terms, /u that hour Fe-
Jus rejoiced in fpirit, and faid, 1thank thee, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that theu baf?
bid thefe things from the wife and prudent, and
kaft revealed them unto babes: even fo Father
Jfor fo it feemed good in thy fightt.

Miftakes, however, after all there will be, and
fome differences even among the beft ; but, from

t 1Gor. i, 26.—29. 1 Lake x. 21.

B2 this
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this very circumftance, I derive another great ex-
cellence of the rule above laid down, ‘that, it is
not only the teft of truth for a man’s felf, but
the meafure of forbearance with regard to others.
By carefully examining their fruits, men may not
only be dire€ied what to embrace; and what ca-_
pital and fundamental errors 4Wwholly to reje&,
but alfo in what particulars to exerclfe mutual
forbearance, and, tho’ fmaller differences ftill fub-
fift, to receive one another to the glory of God.
If in any perfon or perfons, of whatever party, -
you perceive the {pirit of true-and undefiled re
ligion, they are accepted of God, and fhould not
be condemned by you. This ought, not in ju-
flice, to induce you to approve or embrace eve-
'ry one of their principles, or every part of their
praice, of which perhaps you have feen or felt
the bad tendency; yet fhould it engage youto
love them with unfeigned affeion, as fincere,
" though, in fome meafure, mxﬁaken fervants of
/ our common Lord. .

. I hope it appears from the preceedmg obfer-
" vations, that this rule, of trying every principle
or profeﬂion by its fruits, is tbe beft that could
have been given, Tt is certain and infallible in
ifelf, and we are lefs:liable to miftake in the ufe
of it, than of any other.. There feems, indeed to
be an exat analogy between tbxs rule in religi-
ous matters,-and reafon in eur common and civil
concerns. Reafon is the beft guide and director

of human life. There is, certainly, an effential
: ' diffe-
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difference between wifdom and folly, in the na-
ture of things. They are alfo fenfibly oppofite

- to ong another in their extremes. Innumerable

altiops, however, there are, or modes of a&tion,
of amore doubtful and difputable nature, as to
the wifdom or weaknefs of which, hardly any

“two men would be entirely of the fame opinion.

Let the efemy of religion make the application,
who denies its reality, becaufe all good men are
not of the fame mind ;. or becaufe there are dif-
ferent parties and profeflions who oppofe one a-
nother in fome opinions and praices. He aéts
Juﬁ the fame part, as he, who feeing the differen-
ces of judgment among men, upon almoft every
fubject that falls under their deliberation, fhould
renounce the ufe of reafon, or deny that there
is, in nature, any fuch thing.

" We now proceed to the fecond thing propof--
ed, to thow, that the rule above explained and

-defended, is that by which, in fact, .all ferious

perfons, and, indeed, mankind in general, fo far
as_they are fincere, do judge of religious princi-
ples and pretenfions.

By ferious perfons, I underftand all thofe who -
are truly religious, in oppofition to thofe who
have.only a nominal and cuftomary profeffion.
If we would fpeak with precifion, or reafon in a
juft and conclulive manner, we muft keep this
diftinction conftantly in view. Nothing does
more harm to any caufe than a treacherous friend
or bofom euemy : and nothing does more hurt

' B3 ' to
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to the intereft of religion, than irs being loaded
‘w.th a great number, who, for many obvious rea-
fons, affume the form, while they are ftrangers
to the power of it. The fallacy of almoft aH
‘the reafonings of infidels lies here. - They con-
{ider religion as anfwerable for all the hypoeri-
{y of thofe who profefs it, and all the wicked-
nefs of thofe who have not renounced the pro-
feflion ; as if in order to its being true, it muft
be impoffible for any to counterfeit it. If that
‘were the cafe, no thanks would be due to im-.
partial enquiry. All colour of objection being
taken away, the affent would not be yielded,but
‘compelled. This, doubtlefs, the prefumptuous
wifdom of man ordinarily dictates,but according
- ‘to the fuperior wifdom of God offences muf?

come—and herefiés alfo, that they that are ap-
proved may be made manifefl. :

Suppofing, therefore, the important diftincti-
on between real and nominal Chriftians, all of
, the firft character, of every age, and of every
party, are fo far from being under the influence

of implicit faith, that they try the truth by its
fruits, and adhere to it for its effects. There is
fomething more in the cafe of every good man,
than barely a rational perfuafion of the truth of
religion in general, from the arguments adduced
“to fupport it. The truths of the gofpel give him
fuch a view of himfelf, and his own flate, as ex-
perience fhews him to be true. In the gofpel he
finds a remedy propoled for his guilt and mife-
: ' )
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-1y, which, befides all the other evidences of its
: divine original, is exactly fuited to his felt condi-
‘tion. Add to both thefe, that he immediately ex-
" periences its happy effet, not only in laying the
“beft foundation for his peace, but in operating
-a thorough change in his heart-and life. Thus
-hath every real Chriftian, an-inward and expe-
: rimental proof of the truth of the gofpel, not

contrary, but fuperior to, fironger and more
~ftable than any fpeculative reafoning. In this
{enfe we are to underftand the words of the a-

- poftle John, He that believeth on the Son of God
. hath the witnefs in himfelf *. This is common
- to all real believers of whatever denomination,
. who not only are perfeéily agreed in the effen-
" tials of religion, but much more agreed in eve-
. ry thing material, than they themfelves either

clearly apprehend, or are willing to confefs.
So far every good man muft be acquitted from
" the charge of implicit faith; we may adopt con~
~ cerning all fuch the words of our Saviour to Pe-
. ter, Blefjed art thou Simon Barjona: For fiefh
" wund blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
 Father which is in heaven+. It is no lefs plain,
. that, in every thing that is fuppofed to make a -
part of, or that hath any connexion with reli-
gion, they judge by the fame rule. In all thefe
modes of opinion in lefler matters, in all thefe
circumftances, which ferve to diftinguith one feck

‘:* L Jebnv.g.  t+ Matth, xvie 17. .
- o from
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fro:p another, tha’ they may determine in diffe- .
rent, nay, in oppoﬁte ways, yet they all pro-
ceed upon the fame general rule, viz. the influ.
ence which fuch difputed point has, as a mean,
upon the fubflance and end of all religion. This
appears from the reafoning ‘on each fide, indl
religious difputes. This principle as common
to both is often exprefsly mentioned, and alway,
manifeftly implied ; that thofe doétrines or that
way. of eXpreﬁing doctrines, and thofe practices
which are in fact moft conducive to holinefs, are,
arid, for that very reafon muft be moft agrceable
to the will of God. '

But what I have chiefly in view is, to thow,
that this appears, from the very -fa& ufually
brought to prove, that the religion of almolft all
mankind is no bettgr than ‘implicic faith. The
fa&, I mean'is, that the bulk of mankind is great-
iy fwayed, in the choice of opinion, by the autho-
rity and example of others. This, indeed, does
not hold fo generally as is commonly fuppofed.
‘We have feen abdve, that it doth not hold, with
regard to the fubftance of religion, in any good
man ; for in this he will call no man mafter on
earth. But even when it does hold, it is, per-
haps,not fo blameable as many ar€ apt to imagine,
Let it be admitted then, that, in many inftances,
it is the authority and example. of men, more
than any other reafon that determines the judg-
ment. Let it be admitted, that this is the cafe
with the bulk of mankind, and, even, in fome

‘ mea-
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= meafure with the beft. I muft be allowed te ak,
: what is #t that procures thefe perfons fuch autho-
7 rity 2 What is it that firft begins, eftablithes, or
: perpetuates their influence ? Nothing elfe, but the
- real of, apparent fan&ity of their charalter. 1In
: vain will a profligate, or one manifeftly deftitute
‘;, Qf -perfonal worth, fet himfelf at the head of a
;. party,or attempt todraw away difciples after him.
- Itisthe {fuppofed piety and probity of the perfon
- that gives weight to his example; and force to his
precepts. This weighs more with the fober fe-
tjous part of mankind, and, indeed, with man-
kind in general, than the greateft intelle€tual abi-
lities, and otherwife moft.admired talents: Who-
.. ever hasacquired a great reputation for piety and
fincerity, will, with little art, or rather no ars at
all, nay, without fo much as intending it, bring his
principles and pradtice into repute. At the fame
.. time; one of a contrary charater with-all the
. powers of eloquence, and every other outward
.. advantage, fhall fail in attempting to perfuade.
Now,what s this but that mankind proceed main-
. lyintheir judgment, upon the very:rule which I
have endeavoured to thow is the beft they could:
. Mavechofen. They try principles by their effeéts,
. o3 a.tree by its fruits, Wherever they fee the
belt man, they conclude that he muft be aéted
hy the moft excellent, as well as the moft power<
_. ful principles, - The muliitugde or lower clafs of
" mankind, are ufuslly the fcorn. of balf-thinkers,
~ and fuperficial realoners, for this attachmentto
. per.
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perfdhs, But'wére a comparifon faithfully made
between the feveral motives of choice in different’
claffes, there would bé no great- ‘caufe of triumph.

At any rate when we confider how unfit the plu-
rality of mankind are to judge in an intricate de-

bate, darkened, perhaps, by the art and fubtilty
of thofe who. handle it, we fhall find they are [it-

tle, if-at'all, to blame. 'In one view, no doubt.

they may be faid to be ated by implicit faith,

but in truth, and at bettom, they are followmg'

the wife(t and moft falutary of all maral maxims.
- A furvey of the hiftory, either of religion in
genetal, or of the Chriftian réligion in partieutar,
would fet this matter in the cleareft light. - But
little of this kind can come within the limits of
a fingle dxfcourfe I thall not therefore ftay to
mention ‘the retired manner of life, and pre-
-tended fan&ity, of the inventors of the heathen
_idolatry, tho’ it might be applied to this fubjet;
- 4nd would ferveto fhew: the univerfal fenfe, and
general expeltationr of mankind. There is a fay-
ing of an eminent and violent enemy of the Chri-
ftian faith, ¢ That gravity is of the very_effenceof
‘. impofture.’ This is nothing elfe but a-perverted
view, and-malicieus reprefentation of the general
truth, that apparent fan&ity is neceflary-to-efla-
blith any facred autbonty But is there any thing:
more unqueftionable, or that hath. been more
frequently obferved,than that the vi@ory of truth
over error in the firft ages of Chriftianiy, was
much more owing to the thining piety of the
i primi-
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. primitive Ghriftiansin general, together with the.
. patience and conftancy of the martyrs, than to
. any other mean. Reafon may convince the un-
_ derftanding, but example feizes, and keeps pof-
. leflion of the heart.. It was the eminent piety
_ and ufefulnefs of the faints in former ages, which
" attracted fuch veneration, and love, from the
. multitude, as foon proceeded to a criminal ex-
. cefs. Nat content with imitating the amiable ex-
" ample of thofe whom they held in fuch efteem, by
. anatural affociation they affixed a fanctity to re-
* licts, and this produced a variety of fuperﬁmous
* practices. I cannot alfo, help being of opinion,
* thatit was the fevere and mortified lives of many
* of the retired devotees in the Romifh church, that
* kept that corrupt body in credit, for. fome ages
* longer than it could have'otherwife continued.
" On the other hand, who does not know, that
*the moft formidable and fuccefsfyl attacks made
* by the reformers on that mother of abominati-
ons, were their expofing the corrupt and diffo-
- lute lives of her priefts and members. This they
were at no fmall pains to do, both in a grave
and in an ironical ftrain. As the covetoufnefs
and ambition. of many, and the licentious de-
bauchery of others of the clergy, firft brought
the doctrines into fufpicion, fo, thofe examples
when held up 10 light, made a far greater num-
ber of: converts, -than any abfurdities in belief,
how grofs:and palpable foever. ~The truth is, we
find all pames greedxly lay hold of this weapon
) " when-
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whenever it is prefented to them, and ufeit with
great confidence againft their adverfaries; and
in {o doing they difcover a conviction, that prin-

ciples are never fo powerfully fipported as by -

. 'the good; nor fo effectually difparaged as by the
bad characters of thofe who profefs them. -

. If we leave the hiftory of former ages, and ex-
amine the ftate of the prefent, the fame truth wil
Hill be the refult of our enquiry, and appear with
increafing evidence. Different parties and deno-
‘minations prevail in different places: and where-
ever any party or denomination greatly prevails
the effect may be eafily traced up ‘to its caufe;
and wilk-appear, by no very diftant tradition, to
have been owing tothe eminent piety of fome
one or ‘mote of that profeflion, in a former pe-
riod, or, which Is much the'fame, to the compa-
ratively odious and vitious charafters of thofe
‘who, oppofed them *, R ‘ ‘
' o It

* Our ‘own country will afford us fome fenfible and
ftriking proofs of the juftice of this obfervation. There
had been a ftruggle, from the very fieft dawn of the res
formation, between.Prefbytery and Epifcopacy in Scot
land. ‘This conteft however came to itg greateft beight
abdut 100 years ago, when the Prefbyterians were ¢je-
ed, and Epifcopacy was eftablithed by a tyramnical civd
government ; and “continued by a fevere and cruel perfe-
cution. We had by this means a trial of both : and R
is very obfervable, that she odium which juftly fell apon
Epifcopacy, from the rage and inhumanity of thofe who
had: the chief dire&tion, was the circumftance that de-

' ters
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. Itis no juft objection to the accourt here giv-

_en, that we find inftances, in which principles
~ feem to give a fanction to characters, inftead of.

_receiving fupport from them. There are, no

~doubt, cafes in which 2 man’s being known te

~ embrace certain principles will be alone-fufficient
" to make him odious, however blamelefs, or even.

~ praife-worthy his conduct be, in every other re-

_fpect. At the fame time, perhaps, the failings
" of another {hall be either wholly pardoned, or
~ greatly extenuated if he elpoufe, but efpecial-
" ly, if he is active in vindicating the principles
" which are held facred. But this is no more than

* G the

termined the body of the nation to endcavour its fubver-
© fion. Yet, wherever there happened to be a few mini-
. Ters of that perfuafion pious in their lives, and diligent
. In the duties of their office, there were many perfons

.

¢

and families who joined with them in communion, and

their pofterity adhere to that opinion evento this day. This

was the cafe in fome places of the ealt and north country,

But in the weftern parts of Scotland where the Epifco-
pal clergy were, almoft to a man, ignorant, flothful or

vitious, they were univerfally deferted, and -hardly a fin-'
gle adherent. to that perfuafion is now to be feund, ——

I cannoz omit mentioning here what was faid by a lady

of quality, at that time, to Dr Burnet when he came ta

vifit the weft country. It was to the following pur-

pofe, © We of the laity camnot judge upon controver-

¢ fial points, but we fee thefe men whom you perfecute,

¢ grave in their deportment, {trily holy in their conver-

¢ fation, and very Jaborious in their functions, while ma-

‘ ny of your clergy are ignorant, flothful and vitious.’

This is what determines the jodgment of the people.
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the natural and ‘neceffary confequence of any
fet of prmcnples being once firmly eftablithed.
They acquire their credit at, firft, in the wayI
have already mentioned ; but when that credit
is high, it will bring a fufpicion upon every thing
that oppofes it, however fpecious and promifing
in outward appearance. 'There is nothing fur-
pnﬁng here, nor, indeed, any thing but what
is perfeétly natural, for as one or a few in-
ftances commonly do not, fo in reafon, ‘hey
ought 'not, to fhake the reputation of truths,
which have been eftablithed by long experi-
ence of their worth and efficacy. Neither muft
it be forgotten, that when examples feem to

ftand in oppofition one to another, and to lead

to different conclufions, it is not from one or
two that a judgment can be paffed, but from
many, and thefe compared and examlned with
great diligence and care.

I conclude the illuftration of this head with

" yemarking, that the principle above laid down

will explain, in a clear and fatisfying manner,
two_appearances in the moral world, which feen
direttly to contradict one another By what
happens fometimes in rehgxon, we fhall be apt
to conclude, that there is in human naturea
pronenefs to change, or a love of novelty pure:
ly on its own account. _Accordingly we find
this laid to the charge of mankind by feveral au-
thors. And it cannot be denied, that fome men,
or fes, often introduce new pra&ices, which

) 4 ac*
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acquire great reputation, and almoft univerfal

acceptance. By other examples, however, we

are taught to afcribe to human nature a firong
attachment to old opinions, and hatred of all in-

* novation. What is remarkable is, that both

thefe take place chiefly in litde circumftances,
and things of fmall moment; new inventions
being fometimes® gone into with a zeal, and old
cuftoms adhered to with an obftinacy, which
the intrinfic value of the things contended for
does not feem to merit on either fide. TFo a-
feribe this to the ‘different difpofitions of in-
dividuals will not be a fatisfatory folution,
for we fee fometimes examples of both in the

-fame perfons. But, by fearching a little deeper,

we fhall unravel this difficulty, and difcover, that
though the love of novelty, or a veneration for
antiquity may be fometimes the immediate prin-
ciole of alltion, there is another ultimate prin-

ciple which is the caufe of both, and, in diffe-

rent circam{tances, produtes either the one or

the other. This principle is no other than that
admiration of real or fuppofed worth, which has
been illuftrated above. = 'Whoever hath acquir-
<d a great reputation for piety and holinefs, may -
eafily introduce any indiffer'gnt pratice, though

_not common before, efpecially, if it be confider-

ed as an evidence or expreffion of his piety. On
this fuppofition, his differing from, or doing
‘more than others, will be taken notice of to his

C2 _ praife 1.
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praife +. But he may much more eafily intro-
duce a new than depart from an old cuftom.
The reafon is plain ; for, ancient cuftoms, hav-
ing been eftablithed on the ground already affign-
ed, men are ufually very tenacious of them, and
it requires no fmall degree of credit and charac-
ter, eisher to change or to abolith them.

‘We now proceed to make fome practical im-
provement of what has been faid. '

In the firft place, from what has been faid up
on this fubject we may derive one of the plain:
elt and moft fatisfying proofs of the truth of the
gofpel. A proof; level to the meaneft capacity,
and, therefore, proper to preferve ordinary Chri-
ftians from being thaken by the bold and infolent
attacks now made on religion by fome of the
lowellt rank. A proof, at the fame time, not anly
deferving the attention of the moft intelligent,

but which of all ethers, is ¢ertainly the moft d2- -

cifive. Let us try it by its fruits, Let us compare
the temper and charalter of real Chriftians, with
thofe of infidels, and fee which of them beft me-

4 There is gr.cat reafon to think that it was in this

L}

very way that many different rites were brought into the

Chriftian church, which in a long courfe of time grew
into a mafs of abominable fuperflition. They were at
firft, perhaps, but the modes or circumftances of the
worfhip, or practice of pious perfons, but from being

- wvoluntary and purely circumftantial, they came by de-

grees to be confidered as parts of religious worthip ; and

therefore finful in the performers, but much more finful

in the impofers, .
rits
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rits the approbation of an honeft and impartial
judge. Let us take in every circumftance that
will contribute to make the comparifon juft and
fair, and fee what will be the refult. I fay this,
becaufe Ican by no means allow, that great mul-
titudes, though born in a country where Chri-
ftanity is profefled, ought to be confidered as
Chriftians, when they are open and violent ene-
mies to the gofpel in all its parts. They ought
rather to be thrown into the fcale of infidelity.
But, fince moft of them have formed no fixed
principles at all, becaufe they have never thought
upon the. fubje@, we fhall leave them entirely
out of the queftion.

Is, then, the charaler and practice of infidels
in general once tobe compared with that of fuch
Chriftians as believe upon perfonal convition ?
However ‘much the natural fenfe of right and
wrong may be obfcured and perverted in fome, [ -
fhould think there are very few,who will not ma-
nifeftly perceive to whom the preference is due.
In which of the two do you find the moft regu-
lar and fervent piety towards God ! Here, per-

-haps, it will be faid, This is what no man ex-
. pects to find in unbelievers, it is no part of

their plan, and therefore ought mot to be in-,
cluded in the comparifon. But as the general
fenfe of mankind does not require it, fo I can
never fuffer that our duty to God fhould be e-
rafed out of the moral law, Befides, the gene-
ral pretence now, is not Atheifm but Theifm.,
C3 The
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“The queftion is therefore altogether pertinent;

and perfons of this character are felf-condemned,

who, by their total neglect of all religious wor-

fhip, are as much chargeable with impiety-as in-

_fidelity.—In which of the two is to be found
the greateft integrity and uprightnefs in their

commerce between man and man, the moft un-

feigned good-will, and moft active beneficence

" to others? Is it the unbeliever, or the Chriftian,
who clothes the naked and deals his bread to the
" hungry? Afk the many noble and ancient firuc-
tures raifed for the relief of the difeafed and the
poor, to whom they owe their eftablithment and
fupport :——Which of thefe two claffes of men
are moft remarkablé for felf-government ? How
often is the unexperienced youth initiated in de-
bauchery of all kinds, by thefe very friends of
mankind, who charitably declaim againft prieft-
craft and delufion, and happily eradicate the
prejudices of education, by treating religion and
and all religious perfons with derifion and fcorn ?
With what fatal fuccefs has the infide} often fe-
duced the unwary virgin into the deftru@ive
path of luft, by firft loofening the obligation of
religion, and then juflifying the indulgence of
every natural defire.  'We fhall carry the com-
parifon no further in this place; but I muft beg
of every one who hath had the happinefs to be
icquainted with an eminently pious, humble,
active, ufeful Chriflian, to fay, whether hé can
admit it as poffible, under the adminiftration of
a : a wile

e e e e D




L 3t ] -
s wife and goed God, that fuch a perfon is go-

* yerned by-a fable invented by defigning villians,
1 while the:infidel alone is in poffeflion of the
1 truth, which is pure in its nature, and muft be
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proven by its fruits .

. Inthe 24 place, fince not only religion in ge.
neral, but every particular do€trine of religion
ought to be tried by its fruits, let neither mi.
nifters, nor people, ever lofe view of this great

+ I am fenfible it is often pretended, that feveral in-
fidels, have been men of unblemifhed morals. Collins was
a good man, fay fome, and Shaftefbury was yet a better
man. Perhaps, thefe individuals might not be chargeable
with the moft open diffolution, and groffctt fenfuality,
which would have been inconfiltent with their giving
themfelves to clofe fludy and application. Befides, they
who affaulted with fo much boldnefs eftablithed opinions,
muft have been under a confiderable reftraint, from a -
regard to their chara&er and caufe. This ougkt, not
to be rejected as. an improbable fuppofition, or uncharita-
blz allegation againft them, who fo fiberally reproach
others, with infincere, hypocritical, and faint-like ‘pre-
‘tences. - But, after all, making even the large(t allowan.-
ocs, there is one piece of conduct, of which bath the
above named perfons were habitually guilty, which it is
impoffible for me to reconcile with good morals, even
upon the laxeft principles that have ever yet been avow-
¢d.” What I mean was, their folemnly recciving the
Holy facrament, to qualify themfelves for bearing office
in their country, though they believed. it to be altoge-
ther impoftare and deceit. This was -fuch a piece of
grofs and aggravated diffimulation, as it is impofhble ci-
ther to defend in itfelf, or to foppofe cnofiftent with ia-’

tegrity upon the whele.
cgnity upon rule
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' rule in the do@rines which they teach on the
- one hand, or embrace on the other. Let us

alfo particularly remember, that no credit is
to be given to any high profeffions or bold pre-
tences, but, in fo far, as they are confirmed by
the fa&t. 1 obferve here, with much pleafure,
what advantage the fundamental feripture doce
trines, which have been long the glory and hap-
pinefs of this church, will derive from a fair and
full enquiry, into their influence and effedts.
The do&rines I mean are, The loft ftate of man
-by nature ; Salvation by the free grace of God;
jaftification by the imputed righteoufnefs of
Chrift ; and fan&tification by the effectual opera.
tion of the holy Spirit. Thefe were the doc-
trines of the Réformation, when their excellence
was put beyond all doubt or queftion, by their
powerful and valuableeffeéts. Many adverfaries,
indeed; foon rofeup to contradi&t or to corrupt
them ; and it is much to be lamented that they
are, at prefent, by many, fe boldly, and fo vio-
lently oppofed in this once happy ifland. But
we'may venture to affirm, that, when the doc-
trine of the crofs retained its purity and fimpli-
city, then was true religion, including every mo-
ral virtue, {een to grow from it as its fruit. On

" the other hand, when and wherever it has been.

run down, and a pretended mgral doétrine has
been introduced, to the prejudice and fubverfion

 of the grace of Ged, it hath been always follow-
cd by a deluge of profamty and immorality in

prac-

[4
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pratice. It is eafy and common, to difguife the
truth by mifreprefentation, or to vilify it by op-
probrious titles. It"is eafy to pretend a warm
zeal for the great doctrines of morality, and fre-

quently to repeat, in a pulpit, the neceffity of
 holinefs in general ; but all impartial perfons ‘
. ought, and the world in general will judge more

by works than by words. Let us fuppofe, for
example, the old objeciion revived againft a mi-
nifter who preaches.the doctrine of grace, that
it loofens the obligations to holinefs of life. The
ébjection is, of all others, the moft fpecious:

yet, if that minifter difcharges his duty with zea]

and diligence, watches over his people’s fouls, re-

proung, rebuking, exhorting witimell long-fuffer-
"~ ing and doctrine; is ftrict and holy in his own
" . converfation, abhorring and flying from the fo-

* ciety of the ungodly; and if the effect of his mi-

niftry be to turn many finners from the error of
their ways, and to make an intélligent, ferious
regular people, the accufation will not be receiv-
ed : and -who will fay that it ought ? On the o-

“ ther hand, is any minifter more covetous of the

fleece, than diligent for the welfare of the flock;
cold and heartlefs in his facred work, but loud

and noify in promifcuous and foolith converfa- -

tion; carelefs or partial in the exercife of difci-

- pline; covering, or palliating the fins of the great,

* becaufe they may promote him ; making friends -

~ and companions of prefane perfons; tho’ this

man’s zeal thould burn like a ﬁame againt An-

tinomi-

%
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tinomianifm, and tho’ his own unvaried ftrain
fhould be the neceflity of holinefs, I would ne-
ver take him to be any of it’s real friends.

Let us not, my brethren, deceive our felves,
or attempt to deceive others by plaufible preten-
ces Let usall be zealous for good works : not the

~name, but the thmg. Let us not _expect to pro-
-mote them by 3 little cold reafoning, or affected
flowery declamation;; but by the fimplicity of the
gofpel ; by the doctrine of the crofs, which will
not only tell men that they ought to be holy,
. but cﬁ'ectually brmg them to that happy flate.
Tbe leading principle of true holinefs, according
to the gofpel, is a deep and grateful fenfe of re-

-, deeming love. For the love of Chrift conflrain-

-eth us, becaufe we thus judge, that if one died
Jor all then were all dead, and that he died for
‘all, that they which live, _/bould net henceforth
live unto themfelves, but unto bim which died for |
them, and rofe again *.
. In the 34 place, from what has been faid on
this fubject you may fee, in a very flrong light,
how neceflary it is, that minifters (hould be, not
_ only really but vifibly and. eminently holy; and
_with bow much care they are bound to avoid e-
. yery appearance of evil, There are fome mini-
fters who firongly plead for liberty and freedom,
and loudly complain of the malice,.uncharitable-
nefs, and cenforioufnefs of the world. They

* 2 Cor. v. 14

feem

(
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2 feem as if they defired, nay, which is ftill more
.* foolith, expected, that no part of their conduct
2 fhould be attended to, or any inference drawn’
 from it, with refpect to their character. This
will never be the cafe till they are invifible. It
appears, from what hath been faid in the preceed-
ing difcourfe, that it is the right 4nd the duty of
1 every man to try a minifter by his fruits, Igno-'
= rance indeed, may fometimes be ‘guilty of mi-'
... ftakes to our prejudice, and malice or envy may
: gotoo far; yet this is only what we ought to
lay our account with, and it fhould excite us,
% Botto acontempt of the judgmerit of others, but
I: to greater ftrictnefs and circamf{pection, that they
;. may be afbamed who falfly accu/é our goad con=
- verfation in Chrif?.
It is very hurtful in this as in many other
. cafes, when a man views thing®only on one fide.
. Some are apt to impute fo nruch to the malice
and uncharitablenefs of .the world, that they fel-
. dom or never think themfelves as truly guilty
.. of any offence or mifcarriage. I am perfuaded
, many are in a manner blinded to the errors of
their own conduct, by this very circumftance.
,Ox, if they cannot but be fenfible, that they have
; been guilty of fomething that was wrorig, when
. the fault is aggravated by report, they feem to
- think that this atones for any thing really blame-
. worthy, and fo are hardened both againft con-
. feffion and repentance. To fpeak without pre-
dudlce. it is more than probable, that we are as
- much
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‘much chargeable with unguarded and offenfive
conduct, -on the one band, as the world with
precipitate or partial judgment on the other. It
bath been fometimes obferved, that the multitude
or common people are but poor judges of a man’s
ability or learning, but they are very good judges
of his life. There.is a greatdeal of truth in this

obfervation ; and to fupport it I add, that even

3 hypocritical pretence is extremely hard to main-
tain, and fo often betrays itfelf by little circum-
ftances that there are very few whofe real cha-
racter, is not better underftood by the world
than themfelves. The chief exception I know
to.this is the cafe of violent party difputes. The
injuftice done to characters on each fide, there, is
very great. If you take a man’s character from
oue'to whom he ftands in party oppofition, you
muft conceive him not a man but a monfter.
’ But, (fetting this afide, which does not fall with-
in the compafs of our prefent fubject) in generab
it is furely much more becoming, and it is in-
finitely more fafe for us to fufpect ourfelves, than
to complain of hard meafure from the world.
Let us therefore, by doubling our diligence in
every perfonal and minifterial duty endeavour to
make our light to fhine before men, that they may

ae e oaat aaa
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fee our good works, and glorify cur Fatb:r which -

is in heaven*,
* Matth, v. 16,

Ta
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In the 4th place I muft now takc lxberty, in
ﬁdehty to the truft commirtted to me, to be a
little more. pamcular in the application of this
fubjc&, and to enquire, whether minifters are
not, in a good meafure, chargeable with the low
ftate to which religion is, at prefent, reduced.
May I not fay without offence, that an eminent,
holy, diligent, and fuccefsful gofpel miniftry was.
once the glory and blefling of this part of the u-
nited. kmgdoml But how are we fince fallen a--
fleep! How is the gold become dim ! How is the
maft fine gold changed! That there is a difference .
is plain ; and that this difference does not lie in
inferior abilities or a lefs proportion of leammg~ '

* is equally certain. I am fenfible, that this is a.

part of my fubjeét which would require to be
touched ‘with a very tender and delicate hand,
apd that, perhaps, I run as great a hazard to in-

“ flame and exafperate the fore, as to bring any
© effe@ual cure. Thisis, indeed, itfelf, one ftrong
* fymptom of our difeafe, that we cannot endure ~

plain dealing ; and ther€ is not a fingle circum-
flance, in which there is a greater difference
between this and the preceeding age. “What,

‘in former times, wguld have beent reckoned (to

fpeak in their langudke) no more than plainnefs

" and minifterial freedom, would now be called

the moft flanderous invective and unpardonable
abufe. Inftead, therefore, of taking upon me to *
fay who are chiefly to be blamed as the criminal
caufes of it, I fhall only affrm and lament the *
. D melan-
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melancholly effect, that we have in many places
of this church a defpifed, forfaken, ufelefs mini-
firy; that many of the people have gone from
. mountain to mountain, and forgotten their reft-
ing place, while a ftill greater numbser is faft a-
ﬂeep in ignorance fecurity and floth. Where
is that union, that mutual efteem and affection,
which once fubfifted between minifters and their
people. It muft be __acknowledge_d, that their in-
fluence and authority is, now, in a great meafure
loft, and, thereforc, I may fafely conclude that
their ufefullnefs is gone. That the fault is all
on one fide, is neither a modeft nor a probable
fuppofition. Should we throw the blame off our-
felves, what a terrible load muft we, thereby,
lay. upon others 2 'We muft fuppofe and fay,
that under a blamelefs mxmﬁry, under the beft
and pureﬁ of inftruction one part of the nation
is funk in brutality and loth, and the other rent
in pieces brdlwﬁon, and religion loft in the fury
of contending parties. -

‘We may. fay fo, my brethren, and fome do
fay what amounts to the fame thing ; bue itis
not credible. Ido, therefore, in the moft earneft
manner befeech every minifter in this audxence
ferioufly to think, how far he hath given Juﬁ
taufe to his people to defpife his perfon, or de-

fert his miniftrations. Let us not fo infift upon

the ignorance, prejudices, and weaknefs of the

giddy multitude, as if a failure on.our part, was

impoffible. . We may be fometimes blamed in
' the
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the. wrong place but we have, perhaps, as much
reﬁ)e& in general, as we really deferve. Do not
think it is fufficient that you are free from: grofs
crimes, fuch as blafphemy, riot, and unclean luft.
Bleffed be God, nothing of this kind would yet
be fuffered among us without cenfure. But there
arsmany other things, which, ‘either ﬁparately
or together, rendér a minifter juftly contemp-
ﬁble, on which no law, either civil or ecclefiaftic
can lay hold." If one fet apart to the fervice of
Chrift in the gofpel, manifeftly fhows his duty
to be a burden, and does no mare work than
s barely fufficient to fcreen him from cenfure ;
if he reckons it a piece of improvement how
feldom or how fhort he can preach, and makes
% his boaft how many omiffions he has brought a
*  patient, and an injuried people to endure with-
! out complaint; while, at the fame time, he can-
2 pot fpeak with temper, of thofe who are wiﬂing
3 to do more than himfelf however impoffible it

' may be to afcertain his faults by a libel, he juflly
3 merits the deteffation ‘of every faithful minifter,
#  ‘and every real Chriftian.
i - . The things here in view, tho’ they are eafily
¢+ [Teen, are difficult to defcribe; and, therefore, I
¢ fhall not attempt to be more particular. But
. cannot forbear warning you againft, and point-
ing out the evil of two pieces of difhonefty,
which may poﬂibly be found united to gravity
and decency in other refpe@ts. One of them is
‘eommon in our neighbour kingdom, and may

D2 poflibly
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. poflibly have taken place among us, tho’ I can-
not affirm ir. The other, I.am certain, hath
many times taken place in the church of Seot-
land. The firlt isa minifter’s fubferibing articles
of doftrine, which he does not believe. This is
fo direct a violation of fincerity, that it is afto-
nifhing sp think, how men can fet their minds at
eafe in the profpect, or keep them in peace after
the deliberate commifion of .it. The very ex-
cufes and evafions, that are offered in defence of
it, are a dilgrace to reafon as well as a fcandal to
religion. What f\}ccefs can be cxpected from
that man’s miniftry, who begins it with an a&
of fuch complicated guilt.” How can he take
upon him to reprove others for fin, or to train
them up in virtue and true goodnefs, while him-
Telf is chargeable with direct, premeditated, and
perpetual perjury. I know nothing fo nearly
refembling it, as thofe cafes in trade, in which
 men make falfe entries, 4nd, at once fcreen, and
‘aggravate their fraud, by fwearing, or caufing
" others fwear contrary to.truth. ‘This is juftly
reputed fcandalous even in the world, and yét
. T know no circumftance in which they differ,
that does not tend to fhow it to be lefs criminal
than the other. We are not yet fo much hard-
‘ned in this fin as many in our néighbour church,
for T'have never found any among us fo bold,
‘as to profefs and defend it. .But, if no fuch thing
is at all admitted among us, Why is there fo
heavy a ﬁ:fpxcxon of it? W’hy do fo many com-
plain,
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plain, that the great and operative doctrines of
the gofpel are withdrawn, and an unfubflantial
theory of virtue fubftitured in their place ? Or

why are not fuch complaints put to filegce fince -
_it may be fo eafily done ! Appearances are cer-

tainly fuch as will warrant me in mentioning it
wpon this occafion : and I have particularly cho-
fen to introduce it upon this fubject, that I may
attack it not as an error, but as a fraud, not as a
miftake in judgment, but an inflance of grofs

difhonefly, and infincerity of heart. Suppofing,

therefore, that there may poflibly be truth in the
charge againft fome of us, I muft beg every mi-

 pifter, but efpecially thofe young perfons who

have an eye to that facred office to remember,
that God will not be. mocked, tho’ the world
may be deceived. In his fight, no gravity of de-
portment, no pretence to freedom of inquiry,
a thing excellent in itfelf, no regular exercife of
the right of -private judgment will warrant or
excufe fucha lie for gain, as folemnly to fubfcribe
what they do oot believe, B .
~ The other particular I propofed to mention
is the folemn atteftation of men’s characters, not
only in- general, but for particular qualities,
without any fausfying knowledge whether the
thing affirmed is true or falfe. This hath been
often done in the church of Scotland, nnt by
partieular perfoss,with whom we might renounce
Telation,. but by confent of many, gravely and

* deliberately’in onflituted Courts. Can we.avoid

D3 making
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nnaking the foﬁowmg obvious but melancholy

refletion, How great is the blindnefs of men to
thofe fins which are introduced by degrees and

. countenanced by prevallmg fathion ¢ Should we

be told by an-hiftorian of credit, that, in one of

‘the dark and corruptages of Popery, it was com-

mon for a body of minifters, when defired, to give
afigned arteftation to particular perfons,that_ they
were ftrict obfervers of the Sabbath, and wor-
fhipped God regularly in their families, while the
perfons attefting knew nothing of the matter,
and, in fact, with regard to fome of them, it
was abfolutely falfe. - Would there be a diffent-
img voice, in affirming, that fuch men muft have
been loft to all fenfe of integrity, and utterly un-
worthy of regard. What fhall we fay, if the fame
thing is done among us every day, and defend-

- ed by.no better argument, than the judgment of

charity, which believeth all things. Charity teach-
es us to believe no ill of another without fatis-
fying evidence, and forbids us to fpread it, al-
though it be true, without apparent neceffity;
but will chariry either juftify or excufe wus, in
folemnly affirming a pofitive fact, the exiftence
of which is uncertain in itfelf, and to us un-
.known, I do not take upon me to fay, that all are
bad men who are guilty, by act or corfent, of
this practice, becaufe 1 do not know how far the
plea of ignorance or miftake may go; bur this
may be fafely faid that they do in a public capa-
city, what, if they were to do ia-a private cae

' pacity
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pacity between:man and man,would render.them
contempnble, or infampus, or both. .
* Thefe two particulars have often brought re-
prdach upon the church of Scotland, to which it

is very difficult to make a proper reply. Wiould
to God the occafion given for it were wholly

taken away. - In the mean time, every one who

hasa juft regard to the glory-of Géd; or the fuc-

cefs of his own work, will endeavour to main--

tain fuch an uniformity of character; as will bear

:: that examination, to which, it ought in: ,mmceo
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. There may be found good men of many diffee

' and muft of neceffity be expofed.

"I the Iaft place, I muft beg leave to- fpcak a
few words to the people in general, on the: fub-
ject of this difcourfe. . You msy learn,. iy bre-
thien, from -the preceeding difcourfe, by what
tule you ought to judge, in all- rcligmus centro.
verfies, where 2 determination is neceflary, Try
all principles by their effe(ts, and every perfon’s
prétences by his conduct.  Examine, as far as
you have proper evidence; who have real and vi-
tal religion moft at heart, and ‘what means do
éffectually promote it. Believe not every profef-
fion; but fee which is moft confiftent in-all its
parts. - Have patience, in difficule cafes, -till the
tree have time to bring its fruits to- maturity,
Time will oftén write a clear and legible charac-
ter, on what was very-dark and dubious at firft.

- It is probable fome will be ready to fay,
there is no fmall doubtfulnefs in this rule itfelf,
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mrpnm; how.then fhall we judge betwcen
them ? | anfwer, wherever there is true religion,

- thefe’perfons are to be: confidered as the fervants
" of God, and his grace in them is to be confefled
. withoutreluctance,and adored with thankfulaefs,
« ‘Therewill, neverthelefs, be il fufficient means to
i+ diftinguifh between one profeffion and another,
-~ which hath the greateft influence’in making men
- ipraly good. There may be, here and there, a good
1+ mman under very great difadvantages. This may
.+ ferve to keep us from a bigotted narrowmnefs of
mind, and uncharitable condemnation of others.

+ But it-will never occafion, in any prudent per-
::fon, -a departure from thefe principles, and that
- difpenfation of ordinances, which he fees to-be
*.'beft for building him up in holinefs and comfort,
- through faith unto. falyation.” The truth is, one
. - great defign of this difcourfe was to teach men to

. ;. diftinguifh-between the upright and the worth-
. Jefs of all fects.. Turn your zeal from parties to

-/ perfons.’ Do not reproach or oppofe men mere-

-1y becaufe they are of this or the other perfuafi-

“ion. But, wherever there isa wicked or a world-
- }y-mran in*the office of a minifter, avoid the wolf
* 'in.fheep’s clothing for your.own fake, and, if
*pofiible, drag off his difguife, that others:may not
be his'prey. - 'What doth it fignify what party

"2 man is of, if the foundations are deftroyed, and

*truth and holinefs, thefe infeparable companions,
are trampled under foot.- * When fhall the time
comc, when the fincete lovers of Ghuift of every

de- -
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denomination, fhall join together in oppofition
to bis open enemies and treacherous friends,
‘There is a wonderful, though a narural union,
among all worldly men, againft the fpirit and
power of true religion wherever it appears. Iam

forry to add, that this is one of the inftances in
- which the children of this world are wifer in their
. generation than the children of light. Many
~will not meet together on earth for the wor-
. fhip of Ged, who fhall have but one temple at
 laft, where all from the eaft and from the weft,
 from the north and from the fouth, thall meet,
. and join in their Creator and Redeemer’s praife.
. The terms of admiffion into, and of exclufiori

, from this bhappy dwelling are recorded in the fol-

. lowing remarkable terms, with which I thall con-

. clude this difcourfe, as, indeed they are the fum

. of all that has been faid in it, And there Shall in

o wife enter into it, any thing that defileth,

 neither whatfoever worketh abemination, or mak-

eth a lie, but they whick are written in the
" Lamb's book of life 1.

+ Rev. xxi. 27.
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