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S EE R M O N,

Preached before the SOCIETY in Scotland -
for propagating CHR1STIAN- KNOWLEDGE,

. .
AcTs . 1r2;

Neithér is there falvation tn any other : for there.
15 none other name under heaven given among
men whereby we muft bé faved. '

IT is not eafy to conceive any {ubjet, at

once more important in itfelf, more fea=
fonable in this age, and more- fuited to -
the defign of the prefent meeting, than.
“the abfolute neceflity of falvation through
CurisT. We live in an age in which (as
is often complained) infidelity greatly prevails;.
but yet inwhich the caufe of truth hath much
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lefs to fear from the affaults of its open ene-
mies, than from the treachery of its pretended
advocates. The lateft infidel writers have car-

ried their own fcheme to fuch perfe&ion, or

extravagance, that it muft difcredit the caufe
in the eye of every fober judge. And indeed
the gofpel can fcarce receive a greater injury,
than when any profefling attachment to 1t,
condefcend to enter the lifts with fuch abfur-
dities, or give ground of fufpicion that they
ftand in need of a ferious refutation.

BuT there is another quarter from: which

- we have much greater reafon to apprehend

danger, viz. that clafs of men, who, being
nominal Chriftians, dxfgmfe or alter the go-
fpel, in order to defend it. Thefe often endea-
vour to give fuch views of Chriftianity, as will
render it palatable to a corrupt worldly mind;

and inftead of abafing, will foeth and grat:f’y
the pride of man. Hence the unnatural mix-
tureoften tobe feen of modern philofophy with
ancient Chriftianity. Hence the fundamental
doGrines of the gofpel are foftened, concealed,

or denied; as, the loft and guilty f’tate of man
by nature, his liablenefs to everlafting mifery,
and the neceflity of that fatisfaction and ran-
fom which was paid by our Redeemer when
he died upon the crofs. Inftead of thefe, are

‘we not many times prefented with a chara&er

of Chrift as a teacher only, and not a faviour;

as ene excellently qualified to reform the
abufes’
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abufes that had fome how or other crept into
the world, but the real fource of which is
hardly confeffed, and never willingly brought
into view ? Is not our blefled Redeemer there-
by put on a level, and exprefsly claffed with
mortal reformers ? Perhaps, indeed, a {mall
compliment of fuperiority is paid him ; which,
however, there is reafon to fufpect arifes more

- from a prudent compliance with eftablithed

faith, than from any inward and cordial e-
fteem.

WHAT could be reafonably expe@ed as the

" effe& of fuch conduét ? No other than we find

4

- by experience hath actually taken place, that -

a caufe fo ill defended mutit daily lofe ground.
The nearer Chriftianity is brou gt to the prin=
ciples of infidels to folicit their efteem, the
lefs occafion they will fee for it at all; and
when it is perverted from'its original purpofe,
it can expet no countenance from its real au-
thor. 'The truth is, if there be no more’in
the gofpel than many by their language and
writings would lead us to conceive, it is of
fmall confequence whether it be embraced or
not ; and there can be little merit in a fociety
who have this as the defign of their union, to
fpread and propagate Chriftian knowledge.

. But very different are the fentiments exprefled

by the apoftle Pezer in the text; where, fpeak-
ing of Jefus Chrift of Nazareth, he fays, Ne:-
ther is there falvation in any other : for there is

2 - none
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none other name under beaven given among mese
whereby we muft be [aved. :

I am fenfible, there are fome of the very
perfons hinted at above, who endeavour to
explain away this text, and give it a very dif-
ferent meaning from that in which you wilk
eafily perceive I underftand it. They make
falvation to refer to the cure, recorded in the
preceding chapter, wrought upon the lame
man ; as if the apoftle had faid, Neither is

there a power of healing in any other, &c.
This is lgilt'dné inftance among many of the
force and conftraint they put Eon {cripture,
in order to accommodate it to their own fen~-
timents. I fhall not wafte your time by a te-
dious refutation of this criticifm, as the fenfe
I affix to the words will be fufficiently fup-
ported by what fhall follow on the fubje&.
~ They appear to me plainly to affirm, That there
_is no other way by which finners of mankind
can efcape _everlafting mifery, but "through

Chrift.

. In difcourfing on this ifubje&, I propofe,
‘through divine affiftance,

1. AFTER alittle illuftrating the meaning

of the affertion, to eftablith and confirm its
truth from the word of God. '

2. To make a few reflettions on this
fcheme, and fhew, that it is not only moft

felf- |

‘
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felf-confiftent, but moft agreeable to the other

rts of fcripture, as well as to the vifible ftate
of the world; and therefore. that thofe who,
in reafoning with infidels, depart from it
in any meafure, do thereby betray the caufe
which they profefs to fupport.

3- I smaLL make fome practical improve-
ment of what may be faid.

I RETURN to the f7/ of thefe.

- AND as to the meaning of the affertion, the
word faving or falvation evidently fuppofes a
ftate of mifery from which our deliverance
muft be wrought; and therefore no more than
the full meaning of the paffage is exprefled in
what follows, That all the pofterity of Adam
are conceived in fin, “and brought forth in ini-
quity ; alienated in heart from the love of
God, and expofed to the dreadful confequen-
ces of his difpleafure; That they have not.on-
ly accefs to falvation through Chrift, but that
in this work he hath no rival ; it is his, exclu-
five of all others: fo that no man, whatever
be his charater, or whatever be his hope,

. fhall enter into reft, unlefs he be reconciled
to God through Jefus Chrift.

Now, that all mankind are by nature in a
ftate of guilt and condemnation, ™1s evident
from the whole ftrain of the holy fcriptures.
This originally conftituted the neceflity of a

. Saviour,_and alone illuftrates the love and mer-

¢y
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cy of God in the appearance of his Son in our
nature. Unlefs this is fuppofed, the whole’
amations of the grace of God, both in the
Old Teftament and in the New, lofe their
beauty, and lofe their meaning; nay, and
would be juftly efteemed foolithnefs, as they
are in fa& by all who fee not this foundation
upon which they are built. As our firft pa-
rents, and the earth for their fakes, were laid
under a curfe immediately after the original
tranfgreflion ; fo the effets of this apoftafy on
their pofterity are amply declared in fcripture.
Wémlgév'e ‘this repeated teftimony from God
himfelf concerning the old world, 4nd God

Jaw that the wickednefs of man was great in the

earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts
of his beart was only evil continually (a). And
again, And the Lord faid in bis beart, Iwill not
again curfe the ground any more for man's fake ;

Jor the imagination of man’s beart is evil from

bis youth (5).

THE rites and ceremonies of the Mofaic dif-
penfation alfo, together with the whole hifto-
ry of providence contained in the Old Tefta-
ment, fuppofe the guilt and impurity of our
nature.  But the gofpel, as it is in all refpects
a clearer difpenfation than the former, fo itis
moft full and exprefs upon this fubje®. In-
ftead of enumerating many paflages, we may
confult the epiftle of the apoftle Pau/ to the

-

(a) Gen.vi. 5. (%) Gen. viii, 21,
- Romans;
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Romans, where there is a diftin& and labour-

ed illufiration of the guilt and apoftafy of all
mankind ; towards ‘the conclufion of which’
he “thus expreges himfelf: For we bave before

proved both Jews and Gentiles that they are all
under fin; as it is written, There is none righ=
teous, no not one: there is none that underfland-

eth, there is nome that [ecketh after God. They

are all gone out of the way, they are together be-

come unprofitable ; there is none that doth good,

no not one (c)—And a little after, That every _
mouth may be /i;pfed, and all the world become

guily before God {

one paffage from the fame apoftle: Among

whom alfo we bad our converfation in times paft,

d). TothisI thall only add -

in the lufts of our flefb, fulfilling the defires of the ©

Sefb, and of the mnd; and were by nature the
“children of wrath, even as others (). o

THAT the fame f{criptures point out to us
. one only remedy for this our mifery, is equal-
ly evident. Chrift Jefus was promifed to our
firft parents under the defignation of the feed
of the woman, who fhould bruife the head
of the ferpent. He is afterwards promifed to.
Abrabam as his feed, in whom all the nations
of the earth fhould be blefled; to Facob as
Shiloh, to whom the gathering of the people
fhould be. He is pointed out by Mofes as the
great Prophet that fhould come into the world.
And unlefs we fuppofe a typical reference to

(c) Ram.iii.g.—12. (&) Rom.ill.1g. (¢) Eph.ii.z.
,Chrift

v
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Chrift in the legal wafhings, facrifices, and
other fervices, they will appear altogether un-
‘worthy of God, and altogether infufficient for
the purpofes for which they were ufed. This
indeed is affirmed by the apoftle to the He-
drews, For it is not poffible that the blood of bulls
and of goats fhould take away fins (¢). In the
later prophets, there are many diftin&t and
particular, many high and magnificent de-
{criptions of the glory of Chrift’s perfon, and
'the greatnefs of his work. The attention and
expeation of every believer is directed to him;.

and he is ftyled the defire of all nations (f).

AND in the New Teftament, at his concep-
tion it is faid, Thou fhalt call bis name Yefus,
Jor be fball fave bis people from their fins (g).
At his entrance on his public miniftry, he is
thus defigned by Fobn the Baptift, Bebold the
Lamb of God, that taketh away the fin of the
world (b). 'The great defign of his appear~
ing in our nature, is declared in many paffages
of fcripture. And as falvation is promifed to
thofe who believe, fo the condemnation of all
unbelievers is neceflarily implied -as its coun-
ter-part, and often exprefsly affirmed. Thus
the apoftle fobn reprefents our Saviour himfelf
as teaching, God fo loved the world, that he

gave bis only-begotten Son, that whofocver belie-
veth in bim, fhould not PERIS H, but have

everlafling life (/). And when he gave com-

(¢) Heb.x. 4. (f) Hag.ii.6.. (g) Matth. i. 21.
{5) Johni.29. (i) johngiii. 16. (s .
- miffion

e e

-~ e,
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miffion to his difciples to preach the gofpel, it
was in thefe terms: Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gofpel to every creature. He that
believeth, and is baptized, fhall be faved ; but be
that belscveth not, fhall be damned (k). The ve-
ry meaning of the word gofpel is glad tidings ;
importing not only the great, but the diftin-
guithing happinefs of thofe who hear the mef-
fage, and comply with the call. The apoftles,
who fpread tﬁefc glad tidings through the
world, confidered themfelves as bringing fal-
vation to thofe who before fat in darknefs, and
in the region and fhadow of death. And by
the following defcription given by the apoftle
Paul of the ftate ofp the Epbefians before con-
verfion, may be feen what view he had of the
condition of all who knew not God, as well
as who believed not the gofpel, That at that
time ye were without Chrift, being aliens from
the commonwealth of Ifrael, and flrangers from
the covenants of promife, having mo hope, and
without God in the world (]).— From the a-
bove fummary, I hope it clearly appears, that,
accotdmg to the fcrxptures, there 1s no falva-
tion in any other than in Jefus Chrift of Ne-
zareth.
L] 4
IT will, however, be proper, for the further
illuftration of this fubjeét, to confider a little to
what this docrine ftands oppofed. And though
“it is impoffible diftinctly to enumerate every

Y#) Mark xvi. 15.16. (/) Eph.ii.12.
‘B thing
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thing that may in fome fhape or other be put’

in Chrift’s room, or attempt to rob him of his
glory as a Saviour ; yet, in general, they may
all be reduced to the two following heads : 1/,
Falfe religions, and uninftituted rites; 2dly,
Self-righteoufnefs, or the merit of our own de~
fective obedience to the moral law. It is ne-
ceffary to confider each of thefe by itfelf,
and to ftate the bounds between them: for
however little relation they may feem to have
one to another, they are often mingled toge-
ther in our apprehenfions, and mutually fup-
port and ftrengthen: each other’s caufe.

In the firf? place, then, All worthip of falfe
gods, holding for truth what hath” not the
fiamp” of divine authority,  and all uhcomm-
mandéd worhip, be the obje@ of it what it
will, is wholly ineffectual to falvation's ~nay,
fo far is any thing of this kind from being fuf-
ficient to fupplant, or proper to co-operate
with what Chrift hath done, that it is deteft-
able in the fight of God. Perhaps it may be
thought, that this is of {fmall moment, and
wholly unworthy of notice; as in thefe days
few or none will fo much as pretend, except
in jeft, to lay any firels upon fabulous deities,
or fuperftitious practices of human invention.
But I did not chufe to omit it, becaufe it ap-
pears to me a thing peculiarly infifted on in
the holy fcriptures, which contain nothing un-
ncccﬁary. It is alfo very much the obje&t tl(x)f

Y
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the refentment of infidels *. At the fame
time, many pretended Chriftians have, by de-
fign or inadvertence, fpoke too much the lan-
guage of infidels on this fubje®, oron fub-
je&ts nearly related to it. :

How much ftrefs the fcriptures lay upon.
the knowledge of the truc God, nay how per=~
nicious and deftructive all falfe religions are, it
were ealy to thew at great length ; but a few
hints will fuffice, as it is not a point contro-

.verted fo much as negleGted and forgotten.

The very firft commandment of the moral law
is, Thou fbalt have no other gods before me (m).
And the fecond, which forbids uninftituted
worthip, hath this ftrong fan&ion, For I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God, wvifiting the ini-
quity of the fathers upon the children unto the
third and fourth generation of them that hate
me (n). Through the whole Old Teftament,
the idolatry and falfe worfhip of the Heathens
is reprefented as highly criminal in them, and
an abomination in the fight of God. Itis
there confidered, not as a fmall part, but as the
firft and moft provoking of their enormities ;
and in particular is affigned as the ground of
the utter extirpation of the nations of Canaan.
In a perfe& confiftency with which, in the

® 1t is very remarkable, that though infidels always fet out
on pretence of fearching impartially after truth; yet they have
unanimoufly agreed in putting truth and error entirely upon the
fame footing, both as to worth and influence.

(m) Exod. xx. 3. (») 1b. y 5. -
B2 charge
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charge brought againft them by the apofile
Paul, this is the leading part or ground-work
of the whole, Bm‘aujcg that when they knew
God, they glorified bim not as God, neither were
thankful ; but became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolifl heart was darkened (o).
And clanged the glory of the incorruptibie God,
into an tmage made like to corruptible man, and

to birds, and four-footed beafls, and creeping
things (p). -

THE great end alfo of the feparation of the
children of Jfrael, and their being kept from
intercourfe with other nations, was, that they
might be preferved from idolatry. To the

worthip of the true God their bleflings are pro--

mifed, and againft defection from his fervice
to other gods the heavieft curfes are denoun-
ced. Thus, after an enumeration of the blef-
fings that fhould attend them if they kept
God’s commandments, it is faid, And thou
Jhalt not go afide from any of the words that I
command thee this day, to the right band or to
the left, to go after other gods to ferve them (gq).
And when they ftood before the Lord, to en-
ter into his covenant, it is faid, For ye know
how we bave dwelt in the land of Egypt, and
bow we came through the nations which ye paffed
by. And ye have feen their abominations, and
their idols, wood and flone, filver and gold, which

were among them. Left there fhould be among

(¢) Rom.i.21. () Ib. y 23. (g) Deut. x3viil. 14.
you,

- - %
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you, man, or woman, or family, or tribe, whofe
heart turneth away this day from the Lord our
God, to go and ferve the gods of thefe nations s,
left there fbould be among you a root that beareth
gall and wormwood (r). The fame thing may
be feen running through the whole of the pro-
phetic writings. Almoft every judgment of
God threatened or inflited, is afcribed to their
idolatry as its caufe. I only mention one paf-
fage, not for any thing particular in it, but as
a fuflicient fpecimen of the whole. Itisa
meflage from God by Ezekiel to the children
of Ifrael: Therefore fay unto the Eoufé of Ifrael,
Thus faith the Lord God, Repent and turn your-
Jekves from your idols, and turn away your faces
Jrom all your abominations.  For every one of the
boufe of Ifrael, or of the flranger that fojourneth
tn Ifrael, which [eparateth bimfelf from me, and
Jetteth up his idols in bis heart, and putteth the
Sumbling-block of bis iniquity before his face,
and cometh to a prophet to enquire of bim concern-
ing me; I the Lord will anfwer bim by myfelf,
and I will fet my face againft that man, and will
make bim a fign and a proverb, and I will cut

~ bim off from the midft of my people, and ye fhall.

know that I am the Lord (s).

In the very fame manner, in the New Te-
ftament, embracing the gofpel of Chrift, and
continuing ftedfaft in the faith, is required as
abfolutely neceflary to falvation : He that be-

(r) Deut. xxix. 16, 17. 18. (s) Ezek. xiv. 6. 7. 8.
lieveth
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Jieveth on the Som, hath everlafling lifé; and be
that believeth not the Son, fball not fee life, but
the wrath of God abidethon bim (t). The im-
portance of holding the truth without mixture,
is plainly declared in the following paflage ¢
Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth,
and one convert bim 5 let him know, that be which
conerteth the finner from the error of his way,
JSoall fave a foul from death, and fhall bide a
multitude of fins (4). i

It had been eafy to have given 4 much
larger proof of this from fcripture ; but it is
unneceflary ; for our enemies themielves con-
fefs it, nay object it as a ground of reproach.
How many invectives have we from infidel
writers againft the unpeaceable, unfocial fpirit
of the Jewith firft, and afterwards of the Chri-
ftian religion? and how often are thefe con-
trafted with the mild and affociating temper of
the Heathen worfhippers? Among them it
implied no abfurdity, that different nations
fhould have different gods, and different forms
of worthip ; nay, they often intermixed, com-
pounded, and murually adopted each other’s
worthip. The Athenians, that wile people,
were fo prone to receive every foreign rite,
that they got this character from an ancient
writer, (whether by way of encomium indeed,
or fatire, is at this diftance uncertain), that
they were hofpitable to the gods. According

(t) John iii; 36.. (%) James v. 19. 20,
to

e ————— e gy ————
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to the fentiments of modern unbelievers, they
would deferve much praife for this; but, ac-
cording to the fentiments of an infpired apoftle,
profeffing themfelves wife, they became fools.

In this then it is acknowledged, that the
g~{pel of our falvation eflentially differs from
every human invention ; that it conitantly re-
prefents itfelf as THE TruTH, and all things
oppofite to it, as falfe, dithonourable to God,
and unprofitable to men. This has been the
cafe in every ftep of its progrefs, from its firft
rife in the comparative obfcurity of the origi-
nal promife, through all the preparatory dif-
coveries of fucceeding ages, to its complete
manifeftation in the fulnefs of time. And
though it has been expofed on this account to
the virulent reproaches of men of corrupt
minds, it is but fo much the more credible,
and appears to be from the one only, the li«
ving, unchangeable, and trye God *.

IT may be proper here to obferve, that it
is either the fame objeGtion affluming a differ-
ent form, or one very much akin to it, when
it is alledged againft the gofpel, That it lays too
much ftrefs upon mere belief of the truth.
To this fome gaf{;é",mp'érhaﬁghy miftaking the
true fpring of the objetion, .given a very
wrong and dangerous anfwer. They deny

® Sce this fubje@ handled with preat clearnefs and precifion

) gre P

by Dr Warburton in his divise legation of Mofes. )
the
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the fa®, that the gofpel does lay too much,.or
any ftrefs at all upon bare belief feparate from
goodnefs of life. The danger of this anfwer
does not lie in its being falfe, but in its being
-ambiguous, incomplete, and in a great mea-
fure improper. It feems to allow, at leaft
not to deny, that there may be fincere belief,
_ while yet it is not attended with its proper
fruits. Thus unbelievers, whofe real quarrel is
with the alledged importance and efficacy of the
truth, are hardened in their indifference and
difregard to it; whereas they ought to be
taught to confider the principles which are
productive of real reformation, as more ex-
cellent in themfelves, as both neceffary and
effe¢tual for this purpofe.

TuEe gofpel does indeed lay great ftrefs up-
on belief of the truth, not without, but as the
only way of producing holinefs. Many paffa-
ges may be cited from the Old Teftament, in
which going after falfe gods, and committing
other grofs crimes, are reprefented as infepa-
rable branches of the fame chara&er 5 and wor-
thipping and ferving the true God, as a fum-
mary defcription of univerfal obedience ().
And many paflages may be produced from the
New Teftament, in which the good effects of
the truth, and the mifery of departing from
it, as neceffarily implying an unfan@ified ftate,
are declared (y). From all this I conclude,

() See Deut. xxix. 18.1g. Numb. xxv. 1.2.

5
. that

{9) See Johnviii. 31. 32, Id. xvii. 17. 2 John y 4. Col.i.
. 6. '
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that Chrift Jefus, the promife of old made un+
to the fathers, the hope of Ifrael, the light of
the world, and the end of the law for righ-
teoufnefs to every one that believeth, is the on«
ly Saviour of finners, in oppofition to all falfe
religions, and every uninftituted rite; as he
himfelf fays, I am the way, and the truth, and
the life : no man cometh unto the Father but by

me ().

BuT, 2dly, Chrift is the only Saviour, in

-oppofition to the merit of our own obedience

to the moral law. I know, fome will be rea-
dy to fuppofe, ‘that though falfe religion and
uninftituted rites may have no pofitive influ-
ence in procuring falvation to thofe who em-
brace them, yet they may not hinder their ac-
ceptance with God by virtue of their own per-
fonal merit and obedience. On this fubje&t
there are many things which deferve a more
particular and diftin¢t confideration than there
is room for at prefent; fuch as, 1. That all
falfe religion is not merely unprofitable, but
highly criminal in the fight of God. Thus
the apoftle Paul, But I [ay, that the things
which the Gentiles facrifice, they facrifice to de-
vils, and not to God: and I would not that ye
Should have fellowflip with devils (a).—2. That
all who embrace not the truth as it is in Jefus,
muft neglect the whole duties of the firft table
of the moral law, and fo their obcdience be

(z) John xiv, 6. (a) 1 Cor. x. 20,
: c * not
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not only greatly, but effentially defective.
3. That the {criptures give us ne ground to
believe, that falfe principles can produce any
virtue but what is fpurious. But inftead of
infifting upon thefe at prefent, I fhall only at-
tempt to fhew, that the fcriptures exclude all
human merit, and indeed feem to have it as
their exprefs purpofe, to ftain the pride of all
human glory ; and therefore that no pretence
of this kind can poffibly be admitted.

AND' here I fhall wholly pafs the facrifices
of atonement under the Mofaic difpenfation,
becaufe they all pointed at the facrifice offered
by Chrift upon the crofs ; and therefore, in the
account given of the end and deftination of this
laft, we may expect the cleareft view of the:
grounds of our acceptance with God. Now,
Chrift appears in {cripture, as tbe Lamb of God,
which taketh away the fin of the world; as gi-
ving bis life for his people ; as bearing their fins
in bis own body on the tree. And indeed every
expreflion is ufed that could well be imagined
to fignify a propitiatory facrifice, an atone-
ment for fin, or the punithment of an inno-
cent perfon in the room and ftead of the guil-

If this was neceflary for any, it was ne~
ceflary for all ; as there is not the leaft intima-
tion given in {cripture of any diftin&tion, or
hint, as if there were any perfons with regard
to whom it was fuperfluous. Nothing, there-
fore, can ftand more directly oppofed to the
defign of the gofpel, than any plea of meritin

man :
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man : and none doin fa& receive it with more

difdain, than thofe who truft in themfelves
that they are righteous.

BuT, for our fatisfaction on this point, we
need only confult the epiftle to the Romans, be-
fore referred to, as there is no part of the fa-
cred writings where there is a more full and
connected account of the foundation of the go-
fpel. There, after proving that all the world
are become guilty before God, the apoitle fays,
Therefore by the deeds of the law, there fball no
Jlefb be juftified in bis fight : for by the law is
the knowledge of fin (b). Being juftified freely
by bis grace, through the redemption that is in
Fefus Chrift: whom God hath fet forth to be a
propitiation, through faith in bis blood, to de-
clare bis righteoufnefs for the remiffion of fins
that are paft, through the forbearance of God (c).
And again, Therefore gs by the offence of one, judg-

ment came upon all men to condemnation’; even o

by e righicoufsel o one, the free gift cam -

on all men o juftification of Jife (d). Confonant

to this'is the do&rine of the fame apoftle elfe-
where : Yea doubtlefs, and I count all things but
dofs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift
Fefus my Lord-: for whom I bave fuffered the
Iofs of all things, and do count them but dung that
I may win Chrift, and be found in bim, not ba-
ving mine own righteoufnefs, which is of the law,

(%) Rom.iii. z0.  (c)Ib.y 24.25.  (d) Chap.v.18.
C2 , but
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but that which is through the faith of Chrift, the
rightecufiefs which is q/‘ God by faith (e).

I AM not infenfible, that great pains have
been taken, even by fome Chriftians, to evadc
the force of gllef'e paflages of ﬁ_nptdre, thch
exdude ‘the merit of man’s obedience | from
any fhare in his Ju{hﬁmnon before God. Par-
tlcularly, ‘the paflages ﬁom thc epmle towghe
Romans are evaded, by alledging, that .the
law, and the worlfs of the law, there, mean
only the rites of the Mofaic dlfpcnf ation.
"T'his is not a proper time and place for enter-
ing fully into that controverfy ; and therefore I
ﬂmll only obferve, that, befides the correfpond-
ence of the above interpretation with all the
other parts of {cripture, it may be fufficiently
fupported by this one confideration, That the
apoftie, who is fpeaking both of Fews and Gen-
tiles, exprefsly ftates the oppofition with re-
fpect to our juftification between grace and
debt, and excludes every thing that might
make it of debt : Where is boafting then? It is
excluded. By ahat law? of works? Nay;
but by the low of faith. Therefore awe conclude,
that a man is juflified by faith, witkout the deeds
of the law (f). And to the fame purpofe, 2
little after, Now fo him that worketh, is the re-
ward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But
to bim that aworketh not, but believeth on bim that
Juftifierh the wungodly, his faith is counted for

(e) Phil.iii. 8. 9.  See alfo Rom, iv. 23.—25. Tit. iil. 5.

{/) Rom.iii. 2;. 28.
righteoufnefs

g T
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righteoufnefs (g). Whatever would make our
acceptance with God not free, or not of grace,
is here excluded. Now, certainly, as there is
a much more plaufible plea of merit in favour
of works of obedience to the moral, than the
ceremonial law ; the firft are at leaft as much
excluded as the laft by the apoftle’s reafoning *.

Tuus

(¢). Rom.iv. 4. 5.

® It is eafy to forefee, that a grand obje@ion againft what is
faid on this head will be, That itis going upon a very narrow
fcheme, and a fcheme very uncharitable to many parties of Chri-
ffians.” Tt'is the fathionable Janguage of the age, to give large
encomiums upon charity, when the defign is to level truth and
falfehood ; and to alledge, either that there is little difference
between them, as to their effecs, or that they cannot be dife
tinguithed from one another by their proper marks. Thisisa
fubjec that needs as much to be fet in a proper light, as any 1
know. If the fenfe in which charity in fentiment is commonly
underftood, wiz. a favourable judgment of the opinions of o=
thers, be the fcripture-meaning of it, then certainly fome bounds
muft be fet toit; and it muft be praife or blame worthy, ac-
cording to the cafes in which it is exercifed. 1 muft needs take
it for granted, that there are fome fundamental errors, and that
it is poffible to make fhipwreck of the faith. Now, however
common or fathionable it may be, to think, the farther charity
is extended the better ; it may be demorftrated, that a favour-
able judgment of errors fundamental, or deftrutive of religion,
doth neceflarily imply either a light efteem or weak perfuafion
of the truth, or both. This furely is no part of a truly Chri-
ftian chara&er; and if it be rightly denominated charity, it is
become vitious by excefls. I confefs it appears to me, that ju-
Rification by free grace is a fundamental doctrine of the gofpel.
If this be true, I am not wrong in having the deepeft fenfe of
the danger of contrary epinions : nay, if I am miftaken, the
'conﬁ‘:lgucuces I draw from it, are no breaches of charity, but the
neceflary effe@s of an error in judgment; and fo I claim charity
in my turn from my adverfaries upon their own principles.

But I am perfuaded the above is not the meaning of the word
tharity in feripture, but that it means an ardent and unfeigned
{ove
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Trus I have endeavoured both to explain
and confirm the affertion in the text, That
there is no falvation in any other but in Chrift.
There is, however, one queftion upon it which
I would willingly pafs over in filence, but that
the omiffion of it might, to fome intelligent
hecarers, weaken the conclufion, and make
them reckon the fubject incompletely handled.
The queftion is, Whether an objective revela—
tion and explicit difcovery of Chrift, and what
he hath wrought, is neceffary to falvation ? or
if his undertaking may not be the ground of
acceptance for many who never heard of his
name? In fupport of the laft of thefe it is
faid, That many of the ancient patriarchs and
prophets were far from having diftinét views

- love to others, and a defire of their welfare, temporal and e-
ternal ; and may very well confift with the ftrongeft abhorrence
of their wicked principles. We do find indeed in fcripture
many charges, not to jm‘!ige one another, mutually to forbear
one another in things indifferent, and not to fuppofe that mens
outward actions proceed from a bad principle which they do
not profefs. But this is never called charity ; and it is, by the
reafoning on it, exprefsly limited to things rea/ly indifferent in
their nature. (See the 14th and rgth chapters of the epiftle to
the Romans.) Perhaps it will be faid, fome may judge things
to be neceflary, which in truth are but indifferent.  This can-
not be denied ; but there is no help for it. It is a confequence
of the imperfe@tion of human nature. Yet ftill every man muft
judge for himfelf, and muft diftinguith between things indiffer-
ent and neceffary, in the beft manner he can. It is very re-
markable, that the apoftle Fobm, who fpeaks moft of the im«
portance of charity and mutual love, bhath alfo perhaps the
ftrongeft expreflions of any of the apoftles, on the hatefulnefs
and danger of error. Thus he fays in his fecond epiftle, y 10.11.’
If there come any unto you, and bring' not this dolirine, receive bim
wet into your boufe, neither bid bim God fpeed. For be that biddeth
tim God [peed, is partaker of bis evil deeds, ~ = ¢
0
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of the perfon, chara&er, and work of Chrift;
and if (as all fuppofe) his undertaking was a-
vailable for their acceptance, why not of o-
thers alfo? On fuch a queftion, no doubt,
modefty and caution is highly commendable,
and perhaps it were wife in fome refpeits to
fufpend the determination altogether. But
there are cafes in which it comes neceflarily
to be confidered : for inftance, I do not fee
how it can be avoided, in fpeaking of the im-
portance or neceflity of propagating the gofpel
_among the nations that know not God.

WE may therefore obferve, that the orfl_lx

v { juft foundation of our hope in God, either for~

ourfelves or others, efpecially as finners, is his
promife. “The Boft F thile ought fo be pres
cifely commenfurate to the laft. In fo f:gié
it is defective, or falls fhort of this meafure,
we are chargenble itk unbeliefs and in o ot
as it_exceeds, with prefumption. Now, to
whomfoever the true God is revealed in any
meafure, as merciful and gracious, forgiving
iniquity, tran{greflion, and fin; however 6b-
feurely He"points But the métitorious caufe of ™
pardon, if they believe his word, and accept
of his mercy, they thall be faved; as we are
told, Abrabam bézté‘z}ed God,” and it was count-
ed to bim for righteoufnsfs (h). As to any o-
thers, if they are in abfolute ignorance of the’
true God, we muft fay, that there doth not

(&) Rom.iv. 3.

appear,
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appeaf, from fcripture, any ground on whicts
i, that the eficacy oF Chiilvs deach
extends to them : on the contrary, we are ex="
prefily told, that they have n0 bope (7). We
find'indeedin {cripture, that the difplay of di-
vine perfection in the works of creation, and
the condu& of providence, is reprefented as
rendering the Heathens inexcufable in their
contempt and negle& of God : Neverthelefs be
left not bimfelf without witnefs, in that be did
good, and gave us rain from beaven, and fruit-
Jul feafons, filling our bearts with food and glad-
nefs (k). Becaufe that which may be known of
God 15 manifeft in them ; for God bath fhewed 1t
unto them. ~ For the invifible things of bim from
the creation of the world are clearly feen, being
underflood by the things that are made, even his
eternal power and godbead ; [o that they are with-
out excufe (l). Should any defire from thefe
paffages to infer, that if any of them made a
juft and dutiful ufe of thefe natural notices of
God, he would not frufirate their fearch, but
would lead them to the faving knowledge of
himfelf, I have nothing to obje againft the
general pofition; but I am afraid it will be
difficult to make any other legitimaté ufe of
this conceflion than the apoftle has made al-
ready, that they are wirbout excufe in theit e-
ftrangement from God.” One thing more we
are authorifed from {cripture to fay, that their
guilt is in proportion to their means of know-

(1)(5 l)( See the forecited pafluge Eph. ii. 12, (£) Adlsxiv. 17,
om. i. 19. 20.
ledge;
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Iedge; that they continue in their natural ftate,
and are not chargeable with,"the T of Fejeét-
ing the gofpel which _they never heard:” For
as many as have finned without lavw, fball alfo
perifb without law ; and as many as have finned

in the law, fhall be judged by the law (m).

I PROCRED now to the fecond thing pfopo-
fed, which was, To make a few refletions
on this {cheme ; and fhew, that it is not only
motft felf-confiftent, but moft agreeable to the
other parts of feripture, as well as to the vi-
fible ftate of the world; and therefore that
thofe who, in reafoning with infidels, depart
from it in any meafure, do thereby betray the
caufe which they profefs to fupport. '

WE have many proofs of the ingenuity and
art of perfons under the power of prejudice,
in evading the force, or wrefting the meaning
“of particular texts of fcripture; and therefore
it mutft ferve much for the confirmation of any
doctrine, that it is not only fupported by ex-
prefs paflages, but agreeable to the ftrain and
{pirit of the whole. That this is the cafe with
the do¢trine in queftion, I might thew at great
length : at prefent I content myfelf with the
few following reflections. - 18, There is no-
thing more frequently -or more undeniably
found in fcripture, than a celebration of the
sich mercy and free grace of God in Chrift

(m) Rom. ii. 12.

D chus,

/
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Jefus, in fuch language as will fcarce accord witfz .
any other plan than that which I have above
endeavoured to explain and fupport. It has
been a remark frequently made, of the juftice
of which every ferious perufer of the facred
writings will be fenfible, that the infpired pen-
men feem, as it were, to be raifed and eleva-
ted above their ordinary pitch when they are
on this theme, and that both in the Old and
New Teftament. Where-ever there is a ftri-
king paflage in the poetic or prophetic writings,
containing fentiments of the moft rapturous
joy, or moft ardent gratitude, there we may
be fure is a prophecy of Chrift. See the pfalm-
it David often thus diftinguithing himfelf,
particularly in the following paflage: His
name fball endure for ever: bis name fhall be
continued as long as the fun: and men fhall be
bleffed in him; and all nations fhall call him
bleffed. Bleffed be the Lord God, the God of If-
rael, who only doth wondrous things. And bleffed
be bis glorious name for ever ; and let the whole
earth be filled with bis glory. Amen, and A-
men (n). -The apoftle Paul alfo, not only
when exprefsly handling the fubje&, but even
when he accidentally meets with it in the illu-
ftration of another argument, feems to fire at
the thought, and either expatiates upon it
with a profufion of eloquence, and energy of
expreflion; or collets, as it were, his whole

(») Phal Ixxii. 17.18.19. '
force,

v
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force, and furprifes us more, by difpatching it
at one fingle mafterly ftroke (o).

. Now, I'would juft afk, Why fo many en-
comiums on the mercy and grace of God in
pardoning finners through Chrift, if his un-
dertaking had not been abfolutely neceflary for
their recovery ? Whence could arife fo deep
an obligation to gratitude, if our ftate had not
been abfolutely deplorable, or if relief could
have been obtained from any other quarter ?
There muft furely be a great impropricty in
the fcripture-language upon this fubje¢t, when
ufed by fome perfons agreeably to their other
fentiments. And indeed their being very fpa-
ring of this language, avoiding it as much as
pofiible, and dwelling with moft pleafure on
different themes, is a tacit confeflion and ac-_
knowledgment of this truth, ™~ 7T
BuT, befides the mercy of God to the
world in general in fending his Son to redeem
us who were {old under fin, we find in fcrip-
ture many ftrong declaratiohs of the infinite
mercy of God in fending the tidings of falva-
tion to thofe who were ignorant of them be-
fore. This appears from feveral of the paf-
fages formerly cited, and many more that
might be added. I only mention one of the
apoftle Paul recorded in the Aéts of the Apo-
Sfiles : Be it known therefore unto you, that the

(o) See an inftance of the firft of thefe, Eph. iii.17.; and
of the. laft, 1 Cor. xvi. 22, )
D2 Jalvation
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SJalvation of God is fent unto the Gentiles, and
that tkey will bear it (p). Now, what is
meant by this? Were thefe Gentiles in a way
of falvation before ? and what benefit did they
reap from this intclligence ? If it be faid, that
they were comparatively in a more advanta-
geous fituation than before ; this, when ftrict-
ly examined, will be found to draw after it all
the confequences fo difagreeable to the pride
of man, for which the other fuppofition i1s re-
jected. Orrather, when their comparative ad-
vantages are carried fo far, as to give any thing
like a confiftent meaning to the above and o-
ther paffages of fcripture, it will amount en-
tirely to the fame thing. For I hope no Chri-
ftian will affert, that any perfon in_the world,
who hath the exercife of reafon, is under a
natural, “but only a" moral impoflibility ¥, of
coming to-the kiowledge, and doing the vill
of God. If the firft were the cale, it would

SO P S

(p) Ads xxviii. 28.

* 1 ufe the words natural and moral impoflibility in the fenfe
in which they are ufed by the authors who firft applied that dif-
tinttion to fubjeés of philofophy and divinity, and not in the
abfurd fenfe in which fome late infidel writers do obftinately
perfitt in ufing'them. Thefe gentlemen, inftead of meaning by
naturg! or thyfical neceflity or impoflibility, that which arifes
from the irrefiftible operation of the laws of nature, and by
moral, a high degree of probability from concurring circumftan-
ces, tell us, that phyfical neceflity is what arifes from the laws
of miatter; and moral, that which arifes from the laws of mind
or fpirit.  But nothing can be more evident, than that any in-
fluence from without upon mind or fpirit, if it be irrefiftible, is
as much phyfical or natural neceffity as any other. And the
diftinction thus explained, or perverted, is utterly ufelefs, when
applied to morals,

take
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take away all fin; but the laft is only fuch an

obiftinate difinclination, as is Ttll confiftent with
uilt and blame, ™ R
“"""""M"

B S VN .

Another refle@tion we may make on this fub-
je&, That, according to the conftant tenor of
the holy fcripture, not only an offer of mercy
for Chrift’s fake muft be made to the finner, but
a change muit be wrought on his heart .and
temper fo great, as to be termed a new crea-
tion, and a jecond Oirth. 'The firft of thefe is
an act of the divine government, the laftisa

work of divine power. Now, I would beg -

leave to afk, IHow and where is this to be ex-
pe&ed? It cannot furely proceed from the in-
fluence of fabulous deities, or be the effe& of

idolatrous rites. It is not the work of man,

and therefore only of the Spirit of Chrift.
Should any think fit to" prefume, that the

fan@ifying influences of the Holy Ghoft are -
. beftowed univerfally, though unknown to the

receivers; this again annihilates all the fupe-
rior advantages of Chriftians ; and, on the very
beft poffible fuppofition, is an affertion thrown

out at random, and altogether deftitute of fup- .

port from the oracles of truth,

A third obfervation I would make, That
this fcheme alone makes the foundation of
the gofpel fufficient to bear the fuperftruc-

- ture.  Nothing elfe can fufficiently account

for the coft and expence, if I may fpeak fo,
that have been laid out in the redemption of
man.

N\ .
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man. It is very evident, that both the pro-
phets in the Old Teftament, and the apoftles
in the New, are at great pains to give us a view
of the glory and dignity of the PERSON of
CHRIST. With what magnificent titles is
he adorned ! what glorious attributes are afcri-
bed to him? and what mighty works are faid
to be done by him ? All thefe confpire to teach
us, that he is truly and properly God, God o-
ver all, blefled for ever. On the other hand,
How much is his humiliation and abafement
infifted on ; the reproach and contempt of his
life, the pain and ignominy of his death?
and the infinite value of his fufferings, arifing
from thefe two united confiderations? No-

thing can more plainly fhew the guilt and -

mifery of man, than that {o great a perfon
thould be employed in refcuing him, {o infi-
~ nite a price paid for his ranfom. If fuch a
* propitiation was neceffary for the heirs of glo-
ry, how hopelefs muft be the ftate of thofe
who have no claim to, or intereft in, or de-
pendence upon it *? '

THE laft obfervation I am to make at pre-
fent, is, That the fcheme above laid down, is
alfo moft agreeable to the vifible ftate of the

* It is a ftrong confirmation of this, "that it holds almoft
without exception, in comparing the fentiments and fchemes
of the different parties of Chriftians, that thofe who have the
flighteft fenfe of the neceflity of atonement, and the greateft
bias to a felf-righteous plan, are always moft difpofed to leflen
the glory of our Redeemer’s perfon; lean moft to, or judge
moft favourably of the Socinian or Ariam hypothefis.

world,
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world, and furnifhes the plain and the only
fufficient anfwer to the old objection againft
the Chriftian revelation, the want of -univer-
" fality. This aflertion to fome will appear fur-
prifing, as it feems to have been on purpofe
to avoid or anfwer this objection, that all the
other opinions have been formed. However,
they ftill leave the objection in all its force;
nay, it is often fupported and ftrengthened by
the rcafonings upon them. But, on the prin-
ciples above laid down, it is capable of the fol-
lowing plin 2nd eafy folution. It is of the
infinite mercy and free grace of God, that he
did not leave a// mankind to perith in a ftate
of fin and mifery. Where then lies the difficul-
ty in believing, that fome only, and not all, are
faved, or are furnithed with the means of fal-
vation ? If -all are juftly liable to wrath, upon
which the whole gofpel is built, mercy to a
part can never be improbable, or unworthy of
God, on account of the ruin of thereft : fo that
the objection can only take its rife from doubt
or difbelief of that firft and fundamental truth. -

Ir aprince had a number of traitors in his
power, whofe treafon was of the moft aggra- -
vated and inexcufable kind, and we fhould be
informed that he had granted a free pardon to
fome, and left the reft to fuffer the juft punith-
ment of their crime ; would it be the leaft ob-
jection againtt this clemency, that it extended
only to a felet number of the offenders ? or
would it be any juft impeachment of his ma-

nagement,
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nagement, or render the intelligence incre-
dible, fuppofing the prince to be wife, as well
as gracious ! The cafe is precifely the fame
with God. If it be but granted, that it is mercy
extended to thofe who efcape, this abfolutely
deftroys the force of any objection that can be

drawn from the number or circumftances of
thofe that perith.

THERE is in this refpect a beautiful and in-

ftructive analogy between the courfe of divine

providence, and the methods of divine grace 5
and much in both muft be refolved into the
wifdom and fovereignty of God. There is an
immenfe variety in the diftribution both of na-
tural advantages and fpiritual bleffings ; and it
is vain for us to expect that we fhould be able
to aflign the whole, or indeed almoft any, of
the grounds either of the one or the other.
But if neither fort is merited, if both are the
effect of free undeferved bounty, this cuts off
all caufe of complaint; and as to the differ-
ence which we obferve in fact, particularly with
regard to the laft, we muft be content to fay,
with the apoftle Paul, For God hath concluded
them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy
upon all. O the depth of the riches both of the

wifdom and knowledge of God! how unfearchable -

are bis judgments, and his ways paff finding
out (q)!

(g) Rom. xi. 32. 33.
From
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FroMm thefe obfervations it will plainly ap-
ear, that departing from the principles above
aid down, is a very great injury to the caufe
of truth, and ftrengthens that of infidelity. If
they are founded upon the word of God, asI
hope has been fufficiently proved, then no
good can poffibly flow from foftening or dif-
guifing them, in order to leflen their oppofi-
tion to the pride and prejudices of corrupt
minds. Has fuch conduct in fa&t leflened the
number of infidels, or reconciled them to the
doctrine of Chrift ? On the contrary, have they
not become more numerous, and more bold
in their oppofition to the gofpel, in proportion
to the attempts that have been and are made
to fuit it to their tafte ? nay, have they not
made ufe of innumerable paflages from Chri-
ftian writers in fupport of their own caufe ?
For in all fuch cafes, as Chriftians fpeak mere-
:y the language of natural religion, or magni-
y the prefent powers of the human mind, in
order to rear up a felf-righteous fcheme, they
are confidered by infidels, and juftly, not as
defending the gofpel with fuccefs, but as yield-
ing up the great point in debate, and coming

over to their own party.

‘I PROCEED now to make fome practical
improvement of this fubje&t. And, in the

1 place, From what hath been faid, youw
may fee the real, the unfpeakable moment of
propagating Chriftian knowledge. It iil iré-

E ccd,
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deed, fo far as it is cordially embraced, turning
men from darknefs to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God. 'Thefe words have a deep
and interefting meaning, if underftood as a-
bove, but not otherwife. Let us only fuppofe
thofe who deny or call in queftion the abfolute
neceflity of falvation through Chrift, employ-
ed as miffionaries in converting the Heathens :
how cold, how ambiguous and inconclufive the
arguments with which they would endeavour
to prefs the change ! But the view of it given
above, muft in the firongeft manner difpofe
.every ferious perfon to fupport fuch a defign,
and powerfully animate to diligence thofe who
are employed in carrying it into execution.

IT is allowed by all, that doing good, and
communicating happinefs, is the moft excel-
lent character ; that promoting the intereft of
our brethren of mankind, is a natural fruit and
expreflion of our love to God, and an imitation
of the divine benignity. But what compari-
fon is there between any alts of beneficence
that regard only the prefent life and the wel-
fare of the body, and thofe that affe& the ever-
lafting intereit of an immortal fpirit? As far
as God’s redeeming grace is fuperior to his pro-
vidential care, fo far muft our fincere and fuc-
cefsful endeavours to promote the falvation of
the foul, excel any relief or help we can give
to the wants of the body.

THE laft of thefe purpofes, however, is
often

- ———— '-"<- — .
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often celebrated by infidels, in oppofition to
the other, which they delight in treating with
derifion and fcorn. But as nothing can be
more evident than its comparative excellence,
fuppofing its reality ; fo there is not the leaft
contrariety between the two defigns: fo far
fromit, that theyare firongly connected toge-
ther, and are always beft promoted in con-
junétion. There may be indeed fingle inftances
of perfons, from oftentation or other falfe mo-
tives, parting with their goods to feed the tEoor,
who have no true love to God or their brethren.
But, in general, it is certain, that thofe who have
their treafure in beaven ; who love not the world,
nor the things of the world ; which, however hard
a faying it may appear, is the real charater of
every Chriftian, will more eafily communicate
of what they poflefs to thofe who ftand in need.
True religion always enlarges the heart, and
ftrengthens the focial tie. Every believer muft
view his poor brethren in feveral endearing
lights, as children of the fame heavenly Fa-
ther, as under the fame original guilt, depend-~
ent on the fame Saviour, and preparing for
the fame judgment: whereas wicked men,
however various their characters, do habitual-
ly, by luxury and felf-indulgence of fome kind
or other, feed their pride, increafe their wants,
and inflame their appetites. This not only
gives them a narrow turn of mind, but often
waftes their fubftance; and fo neceffarily ob-
firuéts their liberality, by taking away both the
inclination and ability to beftow. :
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~ Axnp as thofe who have a juft concern for
the everlafting intereft of others, will be moft
difpofed to relieve their prefent diftrefles; fo
the bounty of fuch will always be beft direct-
ed, and fellowed with the happieft effetts.
They never feparate the two great ends, of
making men happy in this world, and heirs of
eternal life ; and will therefore have it as their
chief care, to promote induftry and fobriety in
all whom they take upon them to fupply. It
is too often feen, that what is dignified with
the fineft names, and reprefented as the effet
of generofity, humanity, and compaffion, is
wholly without merit in the giver, pernicious.
and hurtful to the receiver. How many diffo-.
lute livers are not covetous, only becaufe they.
are under the dominion of a contrary paffion ?
- In the mean time, what they beftow, is either
entirely thrown away by an indifcriminate pro-
fufion; ory as is more commonly the cafe, it
is worfe than thrown away, being confined to
the moft worthlefs of all wretches, who are
their affiftants or companions in their crimes.
In oppofition to this, a real Chriftian, fupreme-
ly governed by the love of God, will direct
every action to his glory; and while compaf-
fion, ftrengthened by a fenfe of duty, excites
him to deal his bread to the hungry, he will
have a ftill fuperior folicitude to preferve them

from fin. Inftead of an injudicious fupply of

fewel to their luft, which is eafy to a flothful,
and gratifying to a carnal mind, he will'endea-

vour to fit them for heaven, by fuitable in-
X ftru&ion ;
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ftru@ion; and refcue them from want and
idlenefs in this world, by lawful induftry.

THESE two great purpofes have been joint-
ly promoted by the Society in Scozland for pro- -
pagating Chriftian knowledge. They have
been promoted with a moft laudable zeal and
diligence, and with a fuccefs fully equal to the
means the Society are poflefled or furnithed
with for carrying them on. The promoting
of true religion, loyalty, and induftry, in the
highlands of Scotland, was the firft obje&t of
their care: and the importance of encoura-
ging it has been reprefented in the ftrongeft
light on many former occafions of this fort,
and is well known. But there is another part -
of their defign, to fpread the knowledge of
Chrift, the only Saviour of finners, among the
unenlightened Heathen nations. On this the
fubje® of my difcourfe leads me to fpeak a
littfe more particularly.

OF the importance of fuch a defign every
one who believes the gofpel muft be fenfible.
But, except the very reftrited efforts of the
Society, little or nothing has ever been at-
tempted by the Br##i/b nation. And is not
God, in his righteous providence towards us
at prefent, manifeftly and feverely punithing
us for this neglect? Are we not engaged im
war with a potent and formidable neighbour,
in which the fupreme difpofer of all events
hath vifibly written difappointment oh every

- : one
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one of our attempts? Did not this war take its
rife from the difputed limits of our territories
in America? And are not our colonies in that
part of the world expofed to the moft cruel
and mercilefs depredations? Are not families,
which ought to be quiet and peaceable habita-
tions, frequently alarmed in the filence of the
night with the cry of war; and the tendereft
relations often butchered in each other’s pre-
fence, and that by a people of a ftrange lan-
guage, while the weak mother and helplefs
infant can only lift a fupplicating eye, but can-
not afk for mercy? Who then are the inftru-
ments of this cruelty? Muft we not anfwer,

Thofe very Indians, a great part of whofe ter~ -

ritory we poflefs, and whom, with a contempt
equally impolitic and unchriftian, we fuffer to
continue in ignorance of the only living and
true God, and Jefus Chrift whom he hath
fent? , J

SucH a particular interpretation of the larr-
guage of providence may be thought bold ;
but there are many circumftances which, in a
manner, conftrain us to confefs its propriety.
We have been a nation early and long favoured
with the light of divine truth, and pre there-

fore bound to communicate it to others. That -

diftant country was a refuge to many of our
pious forefathers, when flying from the rage
of ecclefiaftic tyranny; and the territory,
either taken from, or ceded to us by thefe peo-
ple, has been the great fource of wealth and
. power

| e e — -
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power to this nation. But what feems chiefly
to warrant this application is, that the care ta-
ken by our enemies to convert the Indians, is
the chief, if not the fingle caufe of their fu-
perior intereft among that people. Their free,
independent manner of living, makes the Bri-
zifb temper, character, and cuftoms, in all o-
ther refpets more agreeable to them. But be-
ing once converted, not to the Chriftian faith,
but to the Romifh fuperftition, they are invio-
lably attached to the French intereft. And
that politic, but fraudulent nation, are able to:
cover and excufe their own treacherous de-
figns, by the ungovernable and favage barba-
rity of their Indian allies.

CaN there be therefore a more noble, a
more important, or more neceflary exercife of
Chriftian charity, than enabling the Society to
carry on their ufeful and falutary fchemes,
efpecially to extend their miffions to the In-
dian tribes? Who that knows the value of
‘immortal fouls, can refufe to contribute his
fhare in promoting this excellent defign ? Who
that fears the juft judgment and difpleafure of
God, can refufe to take this ftep, amongft o-
thers, evidently necefary for averting his threat-
ened vengeance ? And who that loves his Re-
deemer’s name, but muft defire that it thould
be adored from the rifing to the fetting fun?
The boldnefs and activity of finners in {pread-
ing every fpecies of corruption, fhould excite
sn emulation in believers not to be behlinda

an
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hand’ in the fervice of a much better mafter.
Have we not feen much profane zeal difcovers
ed in fupport of the moft pernicious and cri~
minal amufements, which confume time, e-
nervate the body, and pollute the mind? And
fhall there not be a like concern to promote
knowledge and holinefs in the uncivilized parts
of our own country, and to carry the glad ti-
dings of the gofpel of peace to thofe who now
fit in darknefs, and in the region and thadow
of death? Are there not many to whom the
name of a Saviour is precious, even as oint-
ment poured forth, who burn with defire, that
the riches of divine grace, which can never be
exhaufted, may be more largely diffufed ?
And will not all fuch chearfully’and liberally
contribute to extend the bounds of their Re-
deemer’s kingdom, in the profpe& of that
blefled time, when the knowledge of God fhall
cover the earth as the waters caver the fea? or
of that ftill more glorious period, when every
veflel of mercy, from the eaft, weft, north,
and fouth, fhall be gathered together, and fit
down with Abrabam, and Ifaac, and Facob, in
the kingdom of their Father?

I suarL now conclude my difcourfe, by
preaching this Saviour to all who hear me,
and intreating you, in the moft earneft man-
ner, to believe in Chrift Jefus; for there is no
falvation in any other. ‘This is far from being
. unneceflary or improper, even in an audience

of profefliing Chriftians. Where-ever there
is
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- is a national profeffion of the gofpel, there are
always many who, though they retain the
name of Chriftians, are ftrangers to real faith
in Chrift, or union with God through him;
nay who in their hearts are enemies to the truth
in its fimplicity and purity. It is in vain to
attempt, by reafoning, to bring men to an ac-
knowledgment of the truth of the Chriftian
doCtrine in fpeculation, unlefs we alfo bring
them to fuch a perfonal convittion of their
guilt and wretchednefs, as will make them
receive the information of Chrilt’s character
and work, as glad tidings to their own fouls.
No other converts receive any benefit them-
felves by the change; nor are they of any fer-
vice to Chrift and his caufe, except in fo far
as they are over-ruled by the fovereign provi- .

dence of that God who only can bring good out
of evil,

WHEREFORE, my beloved hearers, be per-
fuaded, from the word of God, which you pro-
fefs to believe, from the ftate of the world,
which you may fee, and of your own hearts,
which you may feel, that you are by nature
wretched, and miferable, and poor, and blind,
and naked. You are fo far from having fuch
a conformity to the pure and perfect law of God,
in your thoughts, words, and actions, and the
principles from which they ought to flow, as can
intitle you to his favour, that the imaginations
of your hearts are only evil from your youth‘i

an
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and that continually. Whatever imaginary
fchemes of a virtuous character you may reft
or glory in, you are wholly unable to ftand the
trial of God’s impartial judgment. Oh! how
hard is it to convince men of fin, even while
the earth groans under their guilt! Would but
thofe who are moft apt to boaft of the dignity
of their nature, and the perfection of their vir-
tue, make an exa& regifter of all the thoughts
that rife in their minds; there remains ftill as
much of the law of God written upon their
hearts, as would judge them out of their own
mouths. Inftead of being able to bear that
fuch a record fhould be expofed to public
view, they could not even endure themfelves
to perufe it: for felf-flattery is their ruling
charaéter, but felf-abhorrence would be the
effect of this difcovery. Ought you not there-
fore to be ready to acknowledge, that you are
altogether as an unclean thing, and unable to
ftand before God if he enter into judgment ?
But whether you acknowledge it or not, I
bear from God himfelf this meflage to you
all, that whatever may be your charalter,
formed upon worldly maxims, and animated
by ambitious and worldly views, if you are not
reconciled to God through Jefus Chrift, if you
are not clothed with the fpotlefs robe of his
righteoufnefs, you muft for ever perifh.

But behold, through this man is preached

unto you the forgivenefs of fins. There is a
' fulnefs
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fulnefs of merit in his obedience and death to
procure your pardon. There is no fin of fo
deep a dye, or fo infectious a ftain, but his
blood is fufficient to wath it out. This is no
new doctrine, or modern difcovery, to gratify
a curious mind. Perhaps you have heard fuch
things fo often, that you naufeate and dif-
dain the repetition. But they are the words of
eternal life, on which your fouls falvation ab-
folutely depends; and therefore, though this
call thould come but once more to be rejected,
it is yet again within your offer ; and as an am-

baffador from Chrift, as though God did befeech

_ you by me, I pray you in Chrift's flead be ye re-

conctled unto God.  You have heard the danger
of all who are without Chrift; but I befeech
you remember the aggravated guilt, and the
fuperior danger of thofe who continue obftinate
under the gofpel. All the mercy that is thown
to finners in the offer, fhall inflame the charge
againft them in the great day, if they are found
impenitent. Mercy and juftice are never fe-
parated in any part of the gofpel-plan. They
illuftrate each other in the contrivance, they
fhine together on the crofs, and they fhall be
jointly manifeft in the day of judgment. Shall
not the blood of Chrift, which is fo powerful
in its influence for taking away the guilt of
thofe who truft in it, greatly add to the guilt
and danger of thofe who defpife it? Pe wife
now therefore, O ye kings, and all of evcliy

2 rank ;
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rank; Je zfyiruﬂed ye judges of the earth.
Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with
trembling.  Kifs the Son, left be be angry, and
ye perifh from the way, when bis wrath is kin-

dlta’ but alittle: bleffed are all they that fuz‘
their truft in bim (a).

(a) Pfal. iiv10. 13432,

STATE
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The Society in Scotland for propaga~
ting Chriftian knowledge,

In the year 1738.

' HE defign of ereting a fociety in Scof-

I land for propagating Chriftian know-

ledge, took its rife about the year s,

%hzgo. A few private gentlemen, who, at -~

at time, were in ufe to meet at Edinburgh
for reformation of manners, gave it birth. The
defign was, to fpread the knowledge of Chri- \ ¥
ftianity through the highlands and iflands of
Scofland, at that time plunged in deep error,
ignorance, and vice.

THE manners of the inhabitants of thofe
parts of the kingdom, were'in thofe days dif-
folute and wild. Many of them had early con-
tralted inveterate prejudices againft the revo-
lution-fettlement, and were imbarked in an
intereft abfolutely inconfiftent with the fafety
and felicity of their country. Obftinately
attached to the court of St Germain, they
acknowledged the pretender as their king,
and waited only for a happy opportunity to

: place
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place him upon the throne of Britain. With
regard to religion, they were.bigotted Pa-
pifg{s; acknowledged the Pope as their fpi-
ritual father; and were zealous in promoting
every thing which could tend to the advance-
ment and profperity of the Roman-Catholic
faith. : '

. IeNoraNCE promotes idlenefs.—This is the
cafe in every country ; it was the cafe in Scoz-
land at the time we are f{peaking of.—The
highlanders fpent their time, in fauntering from
ace to place, in floth and idlenefs, and in
a total negle& of thofe happy methods by
which a country is improved, and its inhabi-
tants made happy.— Vaft tralts of their lands
lay uncultivated ; and thofe vaft thoals of fith
which frequented their lakes, bays, and feas,
were left to be picked up by more induftrious
foreigners, while they ftood idle fpectators of
the capture. - '

- To remedy thefe evils, the gentlemen men-
/ tioned fet out with the defignh of fpreading
t knowledge among them ; upon the firm be-
. lief, thatas ignorance promotes idlenefs, know-
~ ledge promotes induftry.—The method which
- to them feemed moft likely to anfwer this hap-
py end, was that of erecting public fchools j
but as thefe could not be erected without
| money, they firft engaged themfelves in a vo-
* luntary fubfcription for that purpofe, and then
recommended the defignto others. s

HE
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THe_firft place pitched on for the eretion
of a fchool, was Ji’rfﬁ;‘]:' in the thire of In-
‘verﬂe;s ; the centre of a country where Popery
greatly abounded :  but, after a trial of a year

' and s half, the fehoolmafter, ‘upon Tépeated
| dcouragements from the inhabitints ses ob-
Tized to break up His fhodl, and give T Gier

v

Not difheartened by this firft, though un-
fuctefsful trial, the gentlemen mentioned ap-
plied themfelves to the members of the na-
tional affembly, and endeavoired to engage
them in promoting 1o great and ulefl ah wn-
dertaking.—Their fuccefs was fuch, that, in_
/ the year 1706, the general affembly of the /70‘(/}/
i «chirch of Scotland took theé affair inder confi- ~~>~
1 deration ; ‘and foon after their commiflion, to-
{ = gether Wwith the gentlemen mentioned, pu-
: blifhed propofals for propagating _ th,i_ﬁga'gv
( -kH@EH%I;HEBHgH'iB'é hfgh%angs and iflands
. of Scotland; and Tent thele propofals, not only
to all the prefbyteries of Scotland, but to the
focieties in Edinburgh and elfewhere inftituted
for the reformation of manners.

Nor fatisfied with this, the gentlemen
mentioned made applications_even “to” the
throne;; ‘and her Majefty Queen Anne was not

»  only pleafed to countenance and fupport their
defign by her royal authority, but to fignify
the fame to all her loving fubjets, Sbg a pro-

t

clamation, dated at Kenfington the 18th dugu? /70 &
In

1708,
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In April 1709, the general aflembly of the
church™of Scorlziid ~again took the istter—un-
der theirconfidération, and publithed the fol-

lowing act concerning it. -

At and recommendation for furthering the de-
JSign of propagating Chriftian knowledge.

. Edinburgh, April 19. 1709. p.m. feff. 5.
T ‘HE general affembly taking to their fe-
: rious confideration, the inftru&ions gi-
ven_by the laft affembly to their commifion,
to give all due affiftance and encouragement to
any propofals to be made for propagating ‘the
knowledge of God and our Lérdp Jefus Chrift
in the north, the Highlands and flands, and
foreign parts of the world ; and that the Tid
affembly had appointed a committee to receive
in reports from prefbyteries, of the advances
made in the fubferiptions for promoting the
forefaid defign, and to act and manage in that
matter, under the infpetion and by the direc-
tion of the forefaid commiffion : And the ge-
neral affembly having heard the report of the
faid commiffion, that there are now very con-
fiderable advances made in the faid fubferip-
tions : And her Majefty having, by her royal
proclamation, dated the 18th day of Auguf
laft bypaft, with the advice of her privy coun-
<il, approven of, and recommended the fore-
faid charitable defign, and declared her refo~
lution to grant her letters-patent for ereing
i , S
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the fubfcribers into a focit%y and_corporation
for managing that affair T And the general af-
fembly confidering, that the glory of God, and

*  the advancement of the kingdom of Chrift in
the eternal falvation of the immortal fouls of
people, are deeply interefted in this truly pious

and glorious defign ; and that the zeal and for-
wardnefs of others, both in Englend and the
United Provinces, in carrying on fuch a work,
hath been blefled of God with wonderful and
comfortable fuccefs ; does therefore, with all
earneftnefs, befeech and exhort all the people

of this national church, to contribute their beft
endeavours_in their flations to promote this
noble and_excellent undertaking ; and parti-
cularly, that, in zeal for the glory of God, and
ig,~pi_ty~,an<,1,compafﬁon_tw@fr_éﬁaﬁ y thoufands

in this church and nation, efpecially in" the.
highlarids and iflands, who live in %arbaﬁﬁg‘

and giofance, and toward fo great a part of

the world as is this day perithing for lack of
knowledge, they Woufid'P chearfully embrace

this precious opportunity of honouring the

, - Lord with their fubftance, and making to
themfelves friends of the mammon of unrigh-

; teoufnefs.  And the affembly does ferioufly re-
i commend to the minifters and elders of this
l church, to'go through their refpective parithes,
,/{ 1 on fuch days as the feveral prefbyteries fhall

appoint, and receive and colle& f.t}'%f‘c'..rilgtions

{ for, _or contributions of money, from fuch per-
. fons_whofe hearts God fhall incline thereunto ;
N and that minifters take occafion, on a Sabbath’
R N g R e
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. before they begin this work, to read and inti-

mate this aff from ‘the pulpit t their refpective
congregations ; and fo éngé{tz..ez@its and ftir
up therr people to Tubicribe or contribute ac-
cording fo their_ability on this occafion. And
the aflembly "does ﬁg'eby recommend to the
feveral prefbyteries within this church, to be
careful to promote the taking fubfcriptions,
and making collections, for the end forefaid,
within their refpective bounds, fo foon as con-
veniently can be ; and where parithes are va-
cant, that they appoint fome of their number
to preach, and intimate this a&, and join with
the elders of fuch parithes, if any be, or with
fuch of the heritors or parifhioners as will affift,
in taking fubfcriptions and making colletions
as is above exprefled ; and that the feveral
prefbyteries do, without delay, call for and
take in reports from all the minifters within
their bounds, containing a particular account
of the fubfcribers, and fums fubfcribed for, and
money colle¢ted in each parith, and fend an
extrat thereof, fubfcribed by the moderator
and clerk, to the clerk of the commiffion of
this affembly ; and thereafter, upon advertife-
ment from the faid commiffion, fend in the
principal fubfcriptions and money colleéted, to
be delivered to any perfon whom the fociety
for propagating Chriftian knowledge, when
conftituted, fhall appoint to receive the fame,
upon his receipt thereof. And the general af-
fembly does hereby inftruct and impower their
commiffion to be appointed by them, to pro-

mote
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mote by all proper means the forefaid glorious
defign of propagating Chriftian knowledge ;
and appoints the agents of the church, to dif-
patch printed c0£ies of this act to all the pref-
byteries of this church for the ends forefaid.

THE gentlemen mentioned went ftill a ftep
further in their defign of eftablithing this fo-
ciety. Having procured fubfcriptions to the ex-
tent of L. 1000 Sterling, they again addreflfed
her Majefty Queen Anne, to grant her letters-
patent, erecting the fubfcribers into a fociety.
— Her Majefty complied, and the patent was
granted in the following terms.

: ANNE, by the grace of God, Queen of
_ Great Britain, France, and Ireland, de-
fender of the faith: To all good people to
whofe knowledge thefe prefents fhall come,
greeting. F oraﬁnuchas we underftanding the
charitable inclinations of many of our fubjecls,
for raifing a voluntary contribution towards the
further promoting Chriftian knowledge, and
the increafe of piety and virtue, within Scot/and,
efpecially in the highlands, iflands, and re-
mote corners thereof, where error, idolatry,
fuperftition, and ignorance, do moftly abound,
by reafon of the largenefs of parifhes and fcar-
city of fchools, and for propagating the fame
in Popith and infidel parts of the world : And
we having, by our royal proclamation, dated
the eighteenth day of Auguff, one thoufand
feven hundred and nine, with the advice of

G2 our
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‘our privy council, approven of, and recom-
mended the forefaid charitable defign, and de-
clared our refolution to grant thefe our letters-
patent for ereting the fubfcribers into a focie~
ty and corporation for managing the faid con-
tribution : And now finding, that the fum pro-
pofed for beginning this good work is-already
fubfcribed for; and we judging, that our
granting thefe our letters-patent for erecting
and fettling the forefaid corporation and focie-
ty, will be highly conducive for accomplithing
thefe pious ends propofed, and that many
others will be hereby induced the more chear-
fully to extend their charity to the ufe forefaid :
And alfo we confidering, that the fubfcribers
to this undertaking are diffufed in feveral coun-
ties and remote places, fo that it is not eafy for
them to nominate and ele&t the members
which fuch a corporation ought to confift of,
did, by our forefaid proclamation, judge it
convenient, that the firft nomination of the
members of the faid fociety thould be made by
the Lord Prefident, and other Lords of our
Council and Seffion in Scot/and, out of the fub-.
{cribers :  And now the fubfcribers, in compli-
ance with our judgment, fignified in the faid
proclamation, having requefted, that the faid
nomination fhould be in manner before and
after mentioned : Therefore, and for the bet-
ter and more orderly carrying on this good de-
fign, we have willed, allowed, confirmed,
~ and eftablithed ; likeas, by thefe prefents, we

allow, confirm, and eftablifh the forefaid powe:i '

s . an
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and right of the firft nomination in the perfons
of the faid Lord Prefident, and other Lords of
Council and Seflion in Scotland : And further,
we do make, conftitute, appoint, and ordain
the perfons to be named out of the fubfcri-
bers and contributers, by the faid Lord Prefi-
dent and other Lords of Seffion, (and which
nomination is hereby ordained to be recorded,
with thefe prefents, in the regifters of our
chancellary in Scotland ), to be an incorpora-
tion, fociety, and body-politic, by the name
of THE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND
FOR PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN
KNOWLEDGE : likeas we, for ourfelf,
«and our royal fucceflors, by thefe prefents, do
make, conftitute, appoint, ordain, and declare
the perfons to be named by the faid Lords of
Seflion, and recorded herewith in manner fore-
faid, and their fucceflors to be eleéted in man-
ner after mentioned, to be a legal fociety and
corporation ; and grants unto them full power
to receive {ubfcriptions, mortifications, dona-
tions, legacies, fums of money, lands, goods,
and gear; and therewith to ere& and maintain
fchools, to teach to read, efpecially the holy
_fcriptures, and other good and pious books ;
as alfo to teach writing, arithmetic, and fuch
like degrees of knowledge, in the highlands,
iflands, and remote corners of Scotland, and
in other parts above mentioned; and to
ufe fuch means for inftruéting the people in
the Chriftian Reformed Proteftant religion, as
tpay be competent: And which fociety are
‘ hereby
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hereby ordained to have a general meeting of
the members thereof, quarterly, at Edinburgh,
in the town’s hall, the firft Thurfdays of fa-
nuary, March, fune, and November, yearly, in
all tme coming, at three of - the clock in the
afternoon, and oftener, when and where the
fociety fhall think meet: and any nine of the
members of the faid fociety, who fhall con-
vene at the faid time and place, are hereby de-
clared to be a quorum of the faid general
meeting ; but flill referving to the faid Lords
of Seffion, upon application of the faid focie-
ty, a power to alter the quorum as fhall be
found needful. And the fociety, at their firft
general meeting, are, by a plurality of voices,
to elect one of their number to be prefident
thereof ; as alfo a treafurer, a fecretary, or
clerk, one or moe, and other officers and fer-
vants, as they fhall find needful, to continue
till the firlt Thurfday of fanuary next thereaf-
ter, or until others be chofen to fucceed them ;
and upon the firft Thurfday of Fanuary yearly,
in all time coming, (and in cafe of any extra-
ordinary emergent ftopping them from meet-
ing that day, the next meeting thereafter), the
- forefaid general meeting is appointed to make
2 new eletion of perfons to ferve in thefe of-
fices, or continue the former, as fhall be
thought moft convenient; and the prefident
at the time of their election, is hereby im-
powered to adminiftrate an ocath de fideli admi-
niftratione officii to the clerk, and thereafter the
clerk to adminifter the like oath to the prefi-
: ' dent,
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dent, and then the prefident is to adminifter
the fame oath de fideli adminiftratione q{ie‘ii to
each of the reft, before they a&t in their re-
fpective offices. And further, we, by thefe
prefents, do fully impower and authorife the
forefaid fociety, at any of their quarterly meet~
ings in time coming, to aflume into their
number and fociety fuch of the fubfcribers or
contributers (being Proteftants) as they fhall
judge fit and qualified for affifting to carry on
this defign. And likewife the faid general
meeting are hereby impowered and ordained,
at their firft meeting yearly, to nominate fif-
teen of their number to be a committee, to
meet at Edinburgh the firft Thurfday of each
month, and oftener as need requires, in fuch
places as fhall be agreed upon by the general
meeting ; and the faid committee, or any three
of them, at the ufual time and place of meet-
ing, are to profecute the orders of the general
meeting, audite the treafurer’s accounts, and
ripen and prepare overtures and matters ; and
this committee to continue for one year ;- but
to lay an account of their whole tranfaGions
and management before the general meetings
quarterly.  And further, the general meetings
are hereby impowered, as they fhall fee caufe,
to nominate fit perfons in any places of our'do-
minions, or elfewhere, for receiving fubfcrip-
tions, money, or other things contributed to-
wards the forefaid defign, and to tranfmit ac-
counts thereof to the committee at Edinburgh,
or the general meeting ; and alfo, for laying

out
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out fuch fums as they fhall be intrufted with,
and ordered by the {ociety to lay out; and for
inquiring concerning the faithfulnefs, diligence,
and fuccefs of the perfons employed upon the
forefaid fund; and for keeping a correfpon-
dence with the committee at Edinburgh about
thefe particulars, and what elfe concerns the
forefaid fociety. And further, the forefaid fo-
ciety is hereby declared to be able and capable,
i law, to purchafe and enjoy lands, tene-
ments, rents, tacks, liberties, privileges, and
jurifdi&ions, in fee and perpetuity, not exceed-
ing the yearly value of two thoufand pounds
Sterling, and all other moveable eftates, debts,
fums of money, goods and gear whatfoever ;
and the rents, revenues, annualrents, and pro-
fits of the capital ftock, to expend, ware out,
and beftow, for the fupport and maintenance
of the faid pious defign for propagating the
knowledge of Chrift, erecting and maintain~
ing {chools, and other pious ufes above men-
tioned, as the forefaid fociety fhall fee caufe.
Likeas, we, by thefe prefents, declare this fo-
ciety, by the name forefaid, able and capable,
by themfelves, or their procurators or attorneys
in their name, to profecute, purfue, and de-
fend, in all courts and places, before whatfo-
ever judge or judges competent, all and fun-
dry actions, caufes, procefles, and pleas, of
what kind and nature foever the fame be, and
all and fundry other matters and things to do,
in as full and ample form and manner as any

others our fubjecs of our realm of Grear Bri~
tain,
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tain, or any other fociety, corporation, or body-
politic within the faid realm, can do in any
fort : and grants and allows, that the forefaid
fociety fhall, and may have a common feal ;
and that it thall be lawful for them, and their
fuccefors, to change, break, alter, and make
new the faid feal at their pleafure. And we
grant unto the forefaid fociety, at their quar-
terly meetings in all time coming, and at no o-
ther meetings, full power to make fuch rules
and ordinances, and to alter the fame, as they
fhall fee moft convenient and needful for the
better government of the faid fociety, and ma-
nagement of the affairs thereof, and the more
effeCtual promoting of the forefaid defign ; and
to give fuch inftructions, diretions, orders, and
encouragements, to thofe they employ, as they
fhall judge needful and reafonable: and we
ordain the fame to be obferved by all concern-
ed, under the penalties therein impofed and en- -
ated ; providing always the faid rules, ordi-
nances, inftru&tions, and directions, be agree-
able, and no wife contrary to the laws and con-
ftitutions of Scotland in church and ftate, pre-

~ fently in force. And we judging it of great

import toward the right carrying on of this fo
Chriftian and religious a work, that fuch as
fhall be employed upon this fund, as teachers
in any capacity, be men of piety, loyalty, pru-
dence, gravity, competent knowledge and li-
terature, and other Chriftian and neceflary
qualifications fuited to their refpective ftations ;

do therefore peremptorily require and injoin
the
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the feveral prefbyteries, within whofe bounds
fuch perfons have, for the moft part, had their
ordinary refidence; and other fuperior judica~
tures of the church of Scotland, to make exa&
inquiry into their manner of life and conver-
fation, and ftrictly to try and examine their
other qualifications above exprefled, as the fore-
faid laws and conftitutions of Scotland do pre-
fcribe, before they be entered to fuch a work :
And we will and command, that none be
employed in thefe capacities by this fociety, up~
on the fundabove mentioned, but fuch who,
being fo tried and examined, fhall be certified
and attefted to them by the forefaid church-
judicatures. And further, we grant power to
the faid fociety, That upon the death of any
of their number, or of their prefident, trea-
furer, fecretary, or other officers or fervants ;
or upon their maleverfing, or not attending in
their refpetive ftations, and their removal up-
on thefe, or any other juft and neceflary ac-
counts ; in either of thefe cafes, the general
meeting may chufe others to fucceed, and al-
fo impofe and exact fines, not exceeding ten
pounds Sterling, for maleverfation, befide da-
mages to the fociety and others concerned, and
ten fthillings Sterling for each abfence from

their ftations without a relevant excufe, of
which the faid fociety are to be judges. And

we ordain and appoint, That the books of the

faid fociety be patent and open, that all and

every one of the fubfcribers, their heirs and

fucceffors, may have accefs to fee what fums
of
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of money are received by the fociety from time
to time, and how the fame have been laid out,
by virtue of thefe prefents, or any authority
hereby given, and to underftand the manage-
ment and difpofition of the revenues of the
faid fociety, and be fatisfied with the fame;
and in cafe of mifapplication, any of the fub-
fcribers, or their aforefaids, are hereby allow-
ed and impowered to purfue and profecute -
thofe guilty of the fame, before any judge or
judges competent. It is always hereby provi-
ded and declared, That it fhall not be lawful
to the faid fociety, or managers, to diminith
the capital ftock- that is, or fhall be fubfcribed
for, or mortified ; but only to apply the rents,
annualrents, profits, and emoluments arifing
from the fame, without prejudice always to
them to uplift and employ the fums to be rai-
fed from the fubfcribers as fhall be found re-
quifite. And we do hereby will, command,
and require all magiftrates, judges, and officers
of the law within our dominions, and others
our good fubjeds in their refpective ftations,
to give all proper and needful affiftance and
encouragement to the faid fociety, and thofe’
employed and intrufted by them, in all matters
and caufes tending to the furtherance of this
pious defign ; and thatat all times, and upon all
occafions, when required thereto, as they will be
anfwerable to us.  And, laftly, we declare and
ordain, That thefe our letters-patent and char-
ter, or any authentic extra&t thereof, fhall be
H 2 good,
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good, firm, valid, and effettual in law, ac-
cording to our royal intentions herein exprefi-
ed, to all intents and purpofes. And impowers
the Lord Prefident of the Seflion in Scotland,
to caufe timeous advertifement be given to the
members of the faid fociety, to convene the
firtt Thurfday of Fanuary, March, fune, or
November, that fhall be thirty days after the
date hereof, at Edinburgh, in the faid town’s
hall, or where he fhall think moft convenient
in that city, at three of the clock in the after-
noon: And the faid fociety are hereby im-
powered to caufe public notifications to be made
of this charter, and the powers hereby grant-
ed, with what they do upon the fame, from
time to time, in fuch manner as they fhall
think moft conducive to the furtherance of the
faid defign. In teftimony whereof, we have
ordained our feal, appointed by the treaty of
union to be kept and ufed in place of the great
feal of Scatland, to be hereto appended, atour
court at St Fames's, the twenty-fifth day of
May 1709 years, and of our reign the eighth
year.

In confequence of this original patent, the
firft nomination of members was, upon the
oth day of fuly 1709, made by the Lord
Prefident, and other Lords of Seffion, out of
the lift of -original contributors—This firft
lit of members confifted of eighty-two per-
fons, viz. nine peers and feventy-three com-
moners ; and their firft general meeting was

held
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held at Edinburgh the 3d of November follow-
ing, at which were prefent fifty-eight mem-
bers; when they eleCted their committee of
direors, and other officers proper for mana-
ging the affairs of the fociety, and unanimouf-
ly agreed to prefent an addrefs of thanks to her
Majefty Queen Anne, for the favour and coun-
tenance fhe had thewn them. .

~ NaMEs are not always the beft recommen-~
dation to things ; yet it would be injuftice to

the perfons who inftituted this fociety, not to

tranfmit fome of their names to pofterity.

‘We fhall therefore tran{mit the following, viz.

The Dukes of Athol and Roxburgh, William

Marquis of Lothian, David Earl of Buchan,

Thomas Earl of Haddington, Fames Earl of

Findlater, David Earl of Glafgow, Charles

Earl of Hopeton, Archibald Earl of llay, Alex-

ander Lord Polworth, Lord William Hay, Lord

Charles Kerr, Lord Prefident of the Seflion,

Lord Chief Baron Smith, Sir David Dalrym-

ple, her Majefty’s Advocate, Adam Cockourn
of Ormifion, Lord Juftice-Clerk.—The fol-

lowing Lords of Seffion, wviz. Lords Arniffon,

Grange, Cullen, Pancaitland, Fountainball, Pol-

Iock, Forglen, Newball, Polton, Dun, and Roy-

Sion 5 Sir Fames Campbell, Sir Gilbert Elliot, Sir
Jobn Clerk, Sir Robert Sinclair, Sir fames Fu-

Sice, Sir Fames Stewart, Sir George Warrender,
and Sir Fames Smollet, Colonel fobn Erfkine

of Carnock, and William Maxwell of Cardinefs.

~—Thefe were fome of the principal perfolrlxs

wha
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who were the original members of this focie~
ty; and thefe perfons, joined with feveral of
the Reverend minifters, and other gentlemen
noted for their attachment to the revolution-
fettlement, compofed the firft general meet-
ing of this fociety, and laid the form and plan
of its after procedure.

By the above fteps it was, that the fociety
in Scotland for propagating Chriftian know-
ledge was conftituted.—The defign was pure,
generous, and difinterefted.— Heaven accor-
dingly fmiled upon it, and bleffed it with con-
fiderable fuccefs.

SooN after its inftitution, rules of ma-
nagement were framed for direfting every ma-
terial point with regard to bufinefs ; and thefe
rules having been improved by time, and the
experience of half a century, are now render~
ed very complete.—It is unneceflary, and in-
deed impoffible, in this place, to repeat thefe
rules ; it will be fufficient to mention a few. .

WiTtH regard to the admiffion of members,
no perfon can be affumed to be fuch, unlefs
he i1s a donor ; one of a fober and religious
life, zealoufly concerned for the fuccefs of the
defign, a fincere Proteitant, and one firmly
attached to his Majefty King George, and the
Proteftant fucceflion in his family, without re-
gard to fmaller differences.

Wity
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WitH regard to the fociety’s funds, they
are put under the immediate management of
fifteen members, called the annual committee of .
direftors—Thefe gentlemen meetat the focie-
ty-hall upon the firft Thurfday of every month,
and oftener if occafion requires.— At every
meeting their proceedings are minuted in a fe-
parate record, a fummary whereof is reported
to the general meetings, which are held quar-
terly. They are eletted annually, and at leaft
five of them muft be fuch as were not on the
committee the immediate preceding year.
Their firft meeting is held on the fir Tijl
day of January ; and at this meeting they chufe
one of their number to be their prefes for the
whole year ; they alfo, for the better difpatch
of their bufinefs, divide themfelves into three
fub-committees, v/z. one for managing mat-
ters of law, one for examining the accounts,
and the third for what concerns the fociety’s
fchools and foreign correfpondence.  This
committee has powers to eret fchools, grant
commiffions to teachers, tranfport them from
place to place, augment or diminith their
falaries, fufpend or deprive them as they fee
caufe, and, in general, to regulate their con-
duc in every refpect.— It is their duty to take
care, that the fociety’s ftock be kept entire,
and not incroached upon by the annual ex-
pence ; and that no more be expended than
the yearly revenue, and fuch donations as are
- not defigned by the donors to be added to the
ftock.—They read over the inventary of the

fociety’s
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fociety’s bonds and fecurities four times every
year, viz. upon the laft Thurfdays of Novem-
ber and fanuary, and upon the firft Thurfdays
of March and Fuly; and at thefe meetings
they give their opinion by ballot, whether thofe
bonds be good and fhould continue, or whe-
ther the fums thereby due fhould be uplift-
. ed.—The fociety’s accounts of every nature,
after being revifed and examined by the fub-
committee, comptroller, and accountant, are
reported to the general committee, and fub-
jected to their review, and fuch orders given
about them as they judge right.—By them
warrants -are iffued to the treafurer for lending
of money ; and to every fuch warrant, grant-
ed at an occafional meeting, five members muft
agree as to the fecurity for the loan, elfe no
loan can be made ; and by alate regulation, all
loans are made by ballot, in which the mem-
bers muft be unanimous.—They are likewife
to receive, from the feveral prefbyteries and
correfpondents, reports of the vifitors of the
charity-fchools, which are made annually; an
abftract whereof is read to the general meeting
yearly in March.

WiTH regard to the treafurer, he is obliged
to attend every meeting ;—to give bond, with
fureties, for his intromiffions with the fociety’s

~effeCts ;—to charge himfelf in his accounts
with all the donations, and other revenues of

the fociety, which he receives from time to -

time ;—to difcharge himfelf with all proper
outgivings

- ¥
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outgivings for or on account of the fociety, dcs
cording as he makes them, and to report the
balance quarterly to the committee.— An ab-
ftract of the fociety’s ftock lying at intereft,
with the amount of the intereft refting, is an-
nually inferted in two inventary-books, one
copy whereof is given to the treafurer to guide
him during the current year.

THE clerk and bookholder are ordained to
give due attendance at the meetings of the fo-
ciety—The clerk is bound to record their
proceedings in a book kept for that purpofe ;—
to be careful in receiving and anfwering letters
direced to the fociety ;— and in preferving the
warrants of the record in proper order.—The
bookholder is bound to make out the treafu-
rer’s accounts, at fight and by direction of the
accountant ;—to make up annually a lift of
the fociety’s bonds and rights in fecurity ;—to
affift the treafurer to levy the fociety’s annual-
rents ;—and to manage all {uits in which the
fociety has any intereft.

THE bookfeller is ordained to furnith books
proper for the fociety’s fchools, at certain low
prices, particularly condefcended on, wiz.
Common Bibles, New Teftaments, Proverbs,
Catechifms, Vincent’s catechifm, Guthrie’s
Trial, &c.—with copy-books, and books for
mufic. Thefe he is appointed to pack up in a
proper manner, and is at the whole trouble of
fending them to the places defigned, according

1 as
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as he receives orders from the committée or
fub-committee. Thefe books are diftributecd
to fuch whofe parents are certified, by the
fchoolmatfters, to be unable to buy them,

- WrTH regard to donations, it is ordained,
That an alphabetical record of them fhall be
carefully kept ; as alfo, a general ledger, for
the greater regularity and diftinétnefs, which
contains the ftock-account, the cafh-account,
an account for each fchoolmafter, and a gene-
ral ‘account of charges.—So that, in the ge-
neral, the directors think themfelves at liberty
to aver, That no books whatever are kept with
more fidelity and care, than are thofe of this
fociety, fo far as their affairs will poffibly al-
low.—They have hitherto given general fatif-
faction to every inquirer, and they are ftill
open.—The things which this fociety does,
are not done in a corner. ,

THE rules for the eondu&t of the fociety’s
fchoolmafters are many and various, amplified
and extended as circumftances occur.— Their
qualifications are to be certified on trial before
that prefbytery where they are to be placed.—
The certificate bears, that the candidate is a
perfon well known to the prefbytery, of whofe
piety, loyalty, and prudence, they are fatisfied ;
that he underftands the principles of the Pro-
teftant religion, writing, and arithmetic; that
they judge him well-affeGted to the prefent
government, and in every refpe@t qualified fﬁr

' the
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the office of {choolmafter. Before any fchool-
matfter is employed, he muft produce a certi-
ficate of his having taken the oaths to the go-
vernment.— Their duty is, to inftru@ their
fcholars in the principles of the Chriftian Re-
formed religion ;—to direct their morals, and
to train them up in the focial virtues ;—to teach
them writing and orthography, arithmetic, and
church-mufic, but no Latin ;—to report thole
who abfent to the vifitors ;—to tranfmit lifts of
their {cholars names annually, with the time
of their entry, the time of their departure, and

-degree of proficiency ;—to -worfhip God every

day and every night, and to take care that the
fcholars attend public worfhip on the Lord’s
day.—They are likewife to teach their. {cho-
fars to tranflate the Irith language into Englifh,
and to fpeak the Englith.—They are not al-
lowed to ferve by a fubftitute; nor their
fchools to vaik more than twenty days; and
no falary is paid to them, without proper cer-
tificates of their fervice, and reports made by
the vifitorss~—If thefe are made, the falaries
are paid twice in the year.

For many reafons the fociety referve to

- themfelves the power of removing their fchools

from place to place as they fee proper ; in do-
ing of which they are particularly careful not
to fllace or keep their fchools too near any pa-
rochial fchools, left the one might hinder the
fuccefs of the other. At the fame time, aslaw
appoints a parochial fchool to be fet up, and

. Iz maintained -
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maintained by the heritors in every parith, the
fociety, in order to fpur the heritors to a thing
fo beneficial, refufe to plant any of their fchools,
except in thofe parithes where the heritors, by
obeying the law, render themfelves worthy of
the favour. E

Tue fociety being further defirous to en-
courage fuch of their poor fcholars who may
be found of more than common genius,
and that out of thefe proper {choolmafters may
be had, and that in the mean time they may
affift fuch mafters where {chools are numerous,
have refolved, upon proper certificates, that
they are unable to attend the fchools without
fome affiftance for living, to give them a very
fmall allowance of one penny Sterling a-day
for the two firft years, and a penny halfpenny
Sterling a-day for the third year, with a fuit
of cloaths and a pair of fhoes, L

THE fociety, in virtue of the powers grant-
ed to them by the letters-patent, have granted
commiffion to certain gentlemen at London,
for receiving fubfcriptions, money, &e¢. for
behoof of the fociety ; every contributer to
the extent of ten pounds Sterling, being inti-
tled to that privilege. They are impowered to
ele& proper officers, and to correfpond quar-
terly with the fociety at Edinburgh.— Any five
of them are appointed to be a quorum.

TuEse are fome of the moft Weighty and
moft

B
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moft material of the fociety’s regulations, and
by thefe the world may judge of the reft.—
Experience has fhown, that they are well
adapted to anfwer the defign intended; and
daily as new circumftances occur, new alte~
rations are made in them, and made for the
better.

WHEN this fociety was firft ere@ed, the
condition of the inhabitants of the highlands
and iflands of Scot/and was extremely melan-
choly. In the more remote corners, the only
religion was Popery ; and even in the counties
lefs remote, ignorance prevailed greatly.—It
was not to be imagined, that, during the
reigns of the royal brothers, Charles II. and
Fames VII. any proper endeavours fhould be
ufed for the reformation of the highlands, or
inftructing them in the tenets of the true reli-
gion.—lfg Charles had no religion at all, Fames’s
religion was Popery ; and from the hiftory of
thofe reigns, it appears, that attempts were
made, which proved too fuccefsful, to retain
the highlanders in their former errors, wild-
nefs, and barbarity.

THEIR condition, therefore, was in every
refpe& forlorn.—It was, in the firit place, a
ftate of ignorance of religion ; it was, in the
fecond place, a ftate of idlenefs and falfe liber-
ty; and, in the third place, it was a ftate of
difaffeGion to the revolution-fettlement, and
our happy conftitution in church and ﬁa'tfl é

a
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add to this, that thofe very affiduous creatures:
the Romifh priefts, who compafs fea and land.

to gain one profelyte, ceafed not, by all the arts
which zeal and bigotry could fuggeft, to fo-

licit their adherence to their former prejudices,
to the errors of Popery, and falfe principles of

governme nt. .

‘WiTH a defignto rerﬁedy thefe evils did this

fociety fet out, with the fame defign it goes-

on, and in this defign, it is hoped, that, in
time, it will happily fucceed.—The method
followed has been that of ereting fchools in
the different corners of the highlands and iflands
of Scotland, and thereby to pave the way for
the inftrution and reformation of the inhabi-
tants.— Advances in this way towards refor-,
mation would indeed be gentle and unpercei-
ved ; but neverthelefs they would becertain.—.
‘They might be flow, but they would be fure.
And therefore it is no juft objection to the fuc-
cefs of this fociety’s endeavours, that, though
ereted in the year 1709, a rebellion in fa-
vour of a Popith pretender followed in the
year 1715, or that another more daring at-
tempt happened in the 174 §.—It is true, more
might have been expected from forty years en-
deavours than from fix : and accordingly, in
fa@, the principal movers of the laft rebellion
came from the remoteft corners of the high-
lands, where the fociety’s influence had fcarce-
ly reached; and even fuch of the common
Pcople as engaged in it, were forced to do

fo

i
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fo by many threatening meafures.— But, at'any
rate, thefe rebellions thow the neceffity of ha-
ving the highlanders reformed one way or
other; and it is believed, that no method hi-
therto propofed, either is or can be {o effeGtual
for this purpofe as that ufed by this fociety.

" To prove this, the world need only be in~
formed, that the number of fchools maintain-
ed by this fociety in the highlands and iflands
of Scotland, for the year from November 1756
to November laft, was no lefs than 167, at
which are educated no fewer than 5843 chil-
dren of both fexes; and this year they have
added confiderably to the number of their
{chools.—The manner of their education has
been already noticed.— They are inftrufted in -
reading, writing, and arithmetic; and more
efpecially in the principles of the Chriftian re-
ligion ; than. which nothing ferves better to
form men to be. fit members of fociety.—It
melts them down into votaries of peace, and
things that make for it.—Chriftianity is a fo-
cial religion; it recommends the practice of
every public, as well as private virtue; and
though it is poffible for a perfon to bea tole-
rable member of fociety without being a Chri-
fian, yet he is no Chriftian who does not
make a good member of fociety.

- PoPERY, on the other hand, is a rough and
narrow fcheme, fo little calculated for the good
of mankind, that it breathes the reverfe.—

' This
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This it does in every country, but in Brizain it
does even more ; it is totally inconfiftent either
with the peace or profperity of-the kingdom.—
Sure then the beft method to perpetuate both, is
to do every thing poflible to detach our coun-
trymen from an error {o extremely pernicious..

In many of thofe places where the fociety’s
fchools are fettled, the parifhes are from twen=
ty to thirty miles long, and ten or twelve miles
broad.—The face of 'the country is generally
rough, loaded with high mountains, and di-
vided by deep lakes and rapid rivers; thefe
things make travelling difficult, in fome
places impoffible, and render it impracticable
for one minifter rightly to exercife his office
among the inhabitants, or to inftrué them in
any tolerable degree in the principles of Chri-
ftianity.—The parith-church is at fuch a vaft
diftance, that it is impoffible for' the inhabi-
tants, by their attendance there, to enjoy the
ordinary means of inftruction. '

. To the praife of the Britifb legiflature, and
to the praife of that Noble perfon Lord Chan«
cellor Hardwicke, it muft not be omitted, that
fome Tate Ttatutes appear to the higheft degree
conducive towards the reformation of the high-
lands. The a¢tabolithing the heritable jurifgic-
tions, the a& abolithing wardholdings, and
the act annexing certain forfeited eftates to his
Majefty for the ufe of the public, muft ever
be mentioned with the higheft honour and

warmeft
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warmeft ‘gratitude to thofe who planned and
conducted them; and the fociety are firmly

ﬁerfuadcd they will in time produce the moft

appy effects, and anfwer all the good ends
protgofed by them.—They go hand in hand
with the endeavours of this fociety, and re-
move difficulties which otherwife had been in-
furmountable.

From the year 1709, downwards to_ the
year 1738, the fociety in Scotland for propa-
gating Chriftian knowledge went upon the
footing of their firft patent; but in that year
they applied for a fecond.—They gotit, to this
effect : < His Majefty thereby ratifies and con-
<< firms the original patent before recited, and
< alfo further impowers and authorifes the fo-
< ciety, by all lawful means, and according to

¥¢ rules to be by them eftablithed, to caufe .

¢¢ fuch children as they fhall think fit, be in-
¢ ftructed and bred up in hufbandry and =
« houfewifery, or trade and manufaGure, as
< they fhould think proper, at fuch places,

¢« and in fuch manner, as to them and their

-« direCors for the time being fhall feem the

¢ moft practicable and expedient,” &e.

In confequence of this patent, the fociety
have from time to time, and by various me-
thods, endeavoured to introduce induftry into
the highlands ; they have fet up feveral {chools
for teaching young perfons, not only to read
and write, but to be artifts, manufacturers,

‘ K and
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and tradefmen ; - and they hope, that, from be-
ginnings like thefe, happy effets will follow.
.

PARTICULARLY, in confequence of a mor-
tification made them by fobn Raining of Nor-
wich, deceafed, they are erecting, at the town
of Invernefs, a large {choolhoufe, to be under
the dire&ion of two mafters, at which chil-
dren are to be taught, not only reading, wri-
ting, and arithmetic, but alfo different branches
of trade and manufacture,

'THE fociety are extremely fenfible, that
their two patents, feemingly diftin&, tend to
promote and eftablith the fame happy end.—
Religion and induftry are too nearly related to
be long kept afunder.— Idlenefs is the bane
and plague of any country ;" ‘and therefore the
fociety fondly embraces every opportunity to
banith it from among us.

Besipes the endeavours ufed by the focie-
to promote religion and indufiry in the
highlands of Scotland, they have alfo attempt-
ed to promote the fame in our colonies in 4-
merica.  'To this they were €ncouraged by two
liberal donations, one by Dr #illiams of Lon-
don, and another by a_lady in England, both
of “confiderable fums; and the hrlt attempt
y7 3 Wasmade in the year 1731.—A commiffion
7 ¥ ' >was granted to three miflionaries to preach
' Chriftianity to the Indian tribes bordering on
New Englapd.— And in this work 't_h"éy‘“é’ciﬁti&

nue




T -

-
TN e e

[ 771

nued to be employed for feveral years, till, b
letters from Jonathan Belcher, Efg; of that pro-
vince, the fociety were informed, that the
miffion had proved unfuccelsful.—In the year
17736, they fent a miffionary to the then favou-
rite colony of Georgia, and continued him there
till the year 1742.—But the moft fuccefsful
miffion was undertaken in the 1741, to the Tn=

ians bordering on New York and Perfjkvania.

AMoNG thefe favages, the fociety chearful-
ly refolved to maintain two miffionaries, and
fent _their commiffion to feveral minifters
and gentlemen of that place to a& as corre-
fpondents, and to faperntend the afis of the
miffion, ¢ 1o uperintena he atan

WHAT has been the fuccefs of thefe endea~
vours, and how much the great author of
Chriftianity has been pleafed to blefs them, the
world was acquainted by the publication of the
Reverend Mr Brainard’s journals, under thé
eye of the late worthy Dr Doddridge,” and by
him dedicated to the fociety.—It is true that
Mr David Brainard'is fince dead ; but his bro-
ther Mr obn Brainard has fucceeded, and
under him the miflion ftill proceeds with zeal
and {pirit.

THE difficulties of the undertaking are pro-
digious.—The Indians have not the know-
ledge of the true God, nor any mode of wor-
thip.—They are Tcattered in {mall tribes over

: K 2 the
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the continent of America.~~Each tribe has a

~ different language.—They are ftrangers to a-

griculture ; hunting is their chief employ- -

ment, and they follow their game to a great
diftance from their ordinary place of abode.—
Their towns are, for the moft part, many
miles diftant from each other ; and the neareft
of them fome 100 miles from the American

- fhore. — But great as thefe difficulties are, the

experience of late years has demontftrated the
neceflity of attempting to civilize thefe Indians,
and to fecure their favour to the Briri/b inter-
eft. This feems beft calculated, in a confift-
ency with the genius and fpirit of the Brizifb
government, to preferve and increafe the in-
land trade of our colonies, "and to balance the

.....

formidable and growing power of France in

- North America.

st

It is therefore of the greatef’c impqrtance to
Britain, even on the Icore of human policy

alone, that all poffible endeavours Thould be

. ufed for the converfion of the Indians, and for

bringing them to live in a regular way, with
fixed habitations and farms ; a difficulty very
great, though not infurmountable.

Amoxcg other difficulties attending the
miffion among the Indians, it has been already -

obferved, that their living in fmall villages, de-
tached and fcattered through the wildernefs,
is one of the greateft; and therefore it has
long been one of the chief views of this focie-

ty
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ty, to bring them to dwell more togetherin
fixed and populous habitations; and to this
purpofe feveral attempts have been made. Be-
fides, as the Chriftian Indians were often ha-
rafied by their Heathen neighbours, the focie-

ty were long in queft of fome method to guard
and protet them.

‘WiTH a view to this in particular, the fo-
ciety’s correfpondents at New York did, in the
year 1756, acquaint the fociety of their inten~
tion to purchafe a tra& of land in the Indian
country, where a miflion might be fettled :—
¢« But” (fo writes the Reverend Mr Aaron
Burr to the Marquis of "Lothian, Preles”of
this fociety) « as the prefent war renders this
¢« impracticable, we have therefore lately fix-
ed on a'tract in this province, very commo=
¢ dious for the Indians, where they will be
« free from danger, and may leave their wives
and children while they go to war with us ;
« and where fuch as are inclined to hear the
¢ gofpel may find a fafe retreat.— We have a-
-« greed to purchafe this tract, the title to be
« 1n the fociety, and to lie for the ufe of the
“ Indians.—The price to be L. 450 Sterling.

—As all hopes of having a miffion among
the Indians back in their own country, is at
prefent at an end, we think it of great im-
¢ portance, that this fhould be fupported, e-
« {pecially as there now feems a door open for

carrying it on to better purpofe than ever.”
~—The tract of ground referred to in Mr Burr’s

letter,

(14
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letter, contains at leaft 3o0co acres; is fitua<
ted between two landings; the foil good,
the one half of it fit to bear good wheat, the
other half to bear rye and Indian corn. It is
well watered and timbered, and hasa fine ce-
dar fwamp in it, which is reckoned a very va~

luable article. It is one of the beft fpots for

hunting in all the province, and is commo-
dious for fifhing as ‘well'as hunting.— < Up=
« on the whole,” (fays the Reverend Mr
Brainard in his letter to the correfpondents),
‘it is a much better fpot than ever I expe&-
« ed to find in thefe parts, and there is the
¢ greateft profpet of gathering all the Indians
¢ that belong to this province, and it is not
< unlikely many from the borders of Penfyl-
¢ wania.— Nothing, I am perfuaded, would
<« have a better effect upon the Tndians, than
« the purchafe of thaf lind—They Wil Tke
sc it as a peculiar favour ; it will foon be known
< all over the country, and will ferve not only
s¢ to attach them to our intereft ina political
“ fenfe, but give them a_good opinion of ou
<< r’e—-ligi‘g_r‘]::: etk st e T T e e A —

MoveDp by thefe repeated and earneft re-
monftrances, the fociety refolved to do every
thing in their power to carry the projet into
execution, and did accordingly communicate
their refolution to do fo to the correfpondents
at London ; whofe unanimous opinion it was, at
their fedérunt 3d November laft, ¢ That the fo-
< ciety’s completing the faid purchafe of lands,

' ¢ would

._—-‘_,\..._ ——
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would greatly redound to their lafting in-
tereft and honour, the fame having an ob-

vious tendency to advance both the religious’

and civil intereft of the Brifi/b _colonies in

North America?

o e s e,

"THe difficulty was to raife the money.

| The fumto be paid for the purchafe was L. 450
Sterling, of which the correfpondents in New
York had L. 150; fo that the fum wanted
fromn Britain was L. 300.—Various methods
were propofed; ‘but none of them being rec-
| koned probable, the fociety did chearfully agree
to_give the whole fum, and directed the cor-
refpondents to finifh the purchafe, and to e-
ftablifh the fettlement in the moft proper and
expeditious manner ; the right to the ground

¥ tq b taken to the fociety, and to be kept for -
the ufe of thé Indians. ' //"
}
Names
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Names of the Perfons appointed to re-
ceive BENEFAcTIONS in London

and Edinburgh, for the ufe of this

SociETyY. ,

In London, Claud Sfobnfion Merchant.

In Edinburgh, Fames Davidfon of Hal-
tree, and Jobn Davidfon Writer to the
Signet.

FORM of a LeEcacy.

Item, 1 give and bequeath the fum of
to the fociety in Scot/and for propagating Chri-

ftian knowledge, to be applied [either to the

purpofes of the firft or fecond charters, as the do-
nor pleafes.] '

Committee of DIRECTORS for
the year 1758.

Fames Smollet of Bonbill, Efq; his Majefty’s
Sheriff-depute for the thire of Dumbarton,
and one of the Commiffaries of Edinburgh,
Prefes. ’

The Rev. Mr: Robert Hamilton, Profeflor of
Divinity in the college of Edinburgh.

1074
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Mr Alexander Webfter,) y r. . .
Mr flug LB IZir, Z }Mnmﬁers of Edinburgh.
Mr Sobn Erfkine, Minifter at Culrofs.
M Walter Ponton, Minifter of the Gofpel.
Mr Alexander Tatt, '
Mr Sfobn Ruffel jzmior,}Clerks to the Signet.
Mr Fames Grabam,
Mr Alexander Young, Writer in Edinburgh.
Bailie #illiam Tod, Merchants in Edin-
Mr- Archibald Wallace, } burgh,
Mr Sfobn Paton, . .
Mr ;0 bn Balfo ur’}Bookfellers in Edinburgh.
Mr fobn Stevenfon, Profeflor of Philofophy in

the College of Edinburgh.

The Moft Honourable the Marquis of Lozbian
is Prefident of the General Court.

The Right Honourable #illiam Grant of Pre-
flongrange, one of the Senators of the Col-
lege of Juftice, Secretary.

Fames Nimmo, E{q; Cafhier of Excife, Comp-
troller.

Alexander Chalmers, Accountant,

James Davidfon of Haltree, and 7] Joint

Fobn Davidfon, Writer to the Sig- ¢ Trea-
net, furers.

William Rofs, Writer in Edinburgh, Clerk.

Jobn Lothian, Bookholder.

James Brown, Bookfeller.

Alexander Coutts, Officer.
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MAINTAINED BY

The Society in Scotland for propagating Chrl-
ftian knowledge,
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In the year 1757.

Places avbere the éV}m-
Schools are fet- Parifbes. Prefbgteries. Se’b':f
thed. 1;" -

St Kilda St Kilda Uift

Borve Bara Ditto 14

Bornifth Southuift Ditto 20

Scarifta Harris Ditto 26

Pable Northuift Ditto 23

Nefs Barvas Lewis 18

Keos Lochs = Ditto 26

Kilmartine Kilmuir Sky (]

Cana Burn and Muck | Ditto 21

Armdale Slait Ditto 3z

Bracadale Bracadale Ditto 42

Fort Auguftus | Bollefkine Abertarph 76

Tomnacharrich | Kilmanivaig Ditto 17

Pitgown Laggan Ditto 53

M]cllt:l):;if Ur- } Glenmorifton Ditto 41

Maryburgh Kilmallie Ditto 50

Livifie Glenmorifton Ditto 22

L2
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Places awbere the i\r'””‘
Schools are fes- Parifpes. Prefiyteries. | °° 2?/
thed. ;‘ o=

ars.

Glenmorifton Gleninorifton Abertarph 54

Inverlael Lochbroom Gairloch 1z

Ullapool Lochbroom Ditto 24

Knoydart Glenelg Ditto 30

Kirkton of Glenel Di
Glenelg enelg itto 29

Kintail Kintail Ditto 5

Ratagan Glenthiel Ditto 26
Auchtihairn Gairloch Ditto 7

Lochcarron Lochcarron Ditto 28

Torrafay Torrafay Mull 16

Strontian Ardnamurchan | Ditto 16

Mungoftell Morvern Ditto 16
Keanvoy Tiree Ditto 24
Arrofs in Mull | Kilninian Ditto 17
CAppachineiny | Ardnamurchan | Ditto 4
Shirgrim Kirkmichael Inverary 13
Strath Craignith Ditto 32
Kilbranden Kilbranden Lorn 38
Craiganich Lefmore Ditto 16
Muckcairn Ardchattan Ditto 35
Port Appine Lj{mqre and ) | pitto 26

ppine

Barnaline Kilchrennan Ditto 40
Strone Dunoon Dunoon 26
Kerfton Ditto Ditto 20
Garvie Kilmoddan Ditto 34
Auchinbreck Ditto Ditto - 20
Ciirndou Lochgoilhead | Ditto 44
Skipnefs Skipnefs Kintyre 30
Scalafai ol .

alafaig Cjuign[hy and } Ditto 37

Lagg in Jura | Ditto Ditto 14
Kildalton inllay | llay Ditto 3t
Culgaltrue Kilberry Ditto 20
Barr Killean Ditto 23
Gurtfarren Drymen Dumbarton 61
Calnefs Buchanan Ditto 26
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Places awhere the . ?r,‘,,,_

N° Schools are fet- Parifbes. Preflyteries. S:Z«fﬁ
thed. y
lars.

53| Muirland Lufs Dumbarton 101
54} Cullintogle Callender Dumblane 24
5y | Blairvuick Aberfoyle Ditto 62
56 | Gartmore Port Ditto 39
57| Locliearn Balquhidder Ditto- 40
58| Glenartney Comrie Auchterarder | 44
59 | Glenlednock Ditto Ditto 48
60 | Gienalmond Monzie Ditto 26
61 | Auchtermuthil | Muthill Ditto 61
62 | Lochearn-End | Comrie Ditto 40
63 | Drumchattle Logierait Dunkeld 34
64| Orchilmore Mouline Ditto 30
65 | Finnart Fortingall Ditto [14
66 | Fondynat Logierait Ditto %1
67 | Kilchoan Fortingall Ditto 6o
68 | Pitagown .| Blair Athol Ditto 35
69 | Gairntully Duil Ditto 40
70 | Ardeonaig Killin Ditto 41
71 | Morinith Kenmuir Ditto 73
72 | Glenquaich Dull Ditto 40
73 | Glenthee Kirkmichael | Ditto 64
74 | Folda Glenyla Meegle 36
75 | Drumfork Alyth Ditto 63
76 | Glenproflan Clova Forfar . 30
77 | Glenfarquhar | Glenbervie Fordoun 2z
281 Bellamore Tullich K(x)n clfl‘:iilme } 84
79 | Mill of Coffack | Crathie Ditto 35
8o | Inverey Kindrochet Ditto 39
81 | Inver of Muck | Glenmuck Ditto 57
82 | Whitfheal Megvie Ditto - gt
83 | Balmanocks Kullgzlrldme o) Ditto 52

. Blairnamuck Strathdon Alfoord 34
8; i Shore of Bucky | Rathven Fordice 49
86 ' Portfoy Fordice Ditto 85
87 ; Ruthven Cairpey Strathbogie 24
88  Kinnore Huntly Ditto 29
89 . Newbigging Gartly Ditto 46
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92
93
94
95

97
98
99

100
101
102
103
104
10§
106
107
108
109

110

111
112
113
114
115

116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
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124

Places where the 2’”’”
Schools are fet- Parifbes, Prefbyteries. S‘Z K
thed. l:r o

So
uchair Cairney and .

Auchaimn 1 ke thy } Strathbogie 44

Badevochil Inneraven Aberlour 6€

Letterlaindach | Glenrinne(s Ditto 24

Delnabo Kirkmichael Abernethy 47

Skiradvie Cromdale Ditto 3¢

Inverey Duathill Ditto " 32

Inveruglals Kinguiflie Ditto 17

Thullich Abernethy Ditto 28

Coney Cavill Edinkilly Forrefs 35

DE”gh of thc} Ditto Ditto 26

nock

Pitnuifk Ditto Ditto 22

Tillidivie Ditto Ditto 16

Kintifack Dyke Ditto g

Golford Auldearn Ditto g

Raining School | Invernefs Invernefs 208
Borlum Dores Ditto 25
Newton of Leys | Croy Ditto 36
Knockandow Dallaraflie Ditto 28
Far in Croachie | Dunlichity Ditto 35
Tynahatnich Dores Ditto 16
Fannellan Kiltarlity Ditto 25
Dockfour Invernefs Ditto’ 40
Kirkhill Kirkhill Ditto 55
Glenurquhart | Glenurquhart | Chanonry 52
Drumcudden Cullicudden Ditto 68
bﬁ:ﬁga{f}i Kilearnan Ditto 11
Belblair Kilmorack ‘Dingwall 31
Kinnahard Contane Ditto 73
Blairninich Fodderty Ditto 22
Arean - Urray Ditto 23
Tollie Rofckeen Tain 27
Inverchafley Creich Dornock 12
Gruid Lairg Ditto 18
Afhilbeg Clyne Ditto 26
Borible Kildonnan Ditto 23
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Places wbhere the iv um-
Ne Schools are fet- Parifles. Prefbyteries. S?I;:-f
tled. lars.
125 { Philine Aflint Dornock 9
126 | Torrifdale Tong Tong 23
127 | Humlean Duirnith Ditto 20
128 Bl‘;fxl:flt?r and } Thurfo Caithnefs 30
129 M]g:ggeathOF } Latheron Ditto 20
130 | Bualcrapig Ditto Ditto 18
131 | Clythes Ditto Ditto 33
132 | Kirkton Reay Ditto 14
133 | Quoyfdale Wick Ditto 35
134 | Blackbridge Ditto Ditto 30
135 | Harpfdale Halkirk ‘Ditto 36
136 | Stroma Cannefby Ditto 45
137 | Harray Birfay Cairfton 46
- 138 | Sandwick Stromnefs Ditto 65
139 | Greny Birfay Ditto 39
140 | Inglay Ditto Ditto 36
141 | Marwick Ditto Ditto 35
142 | Gremlay Hoy Ditto 24
143 | Hoy in Gremfay | Gremfay Ditto 28
144 | Orphire Orphire Ditto 21
145 | Walls Ditto Ditto 41
146 | Stennefs Firth & Stennefs | Ditto —
147 | Yarpha Dearnefs Kirkwall 69
148 | Oback Evie and Rendal | Ditto 42
149 | Coftay Ditto Ditto 38
150 | Weftray Weftray - North Ifles 56
151 | Edday Edday Ifland Ditto 31
152 | Sanday Crofs & Burnefs | Ditto 19
153 Sorrenfe Roufay Ditto 13
154 | Uphou Walls and

34| VP Sandnefs Zetland 43
t55 | Burra Breflay Ditto 44
156 | Laxfobigging | North Delting | Ditto 31
157 | Strand Tingwall Ditto 22
158 | Cuning(burgh | Dunroflnefs Ditto 48
159 | Gela Fair Ifle Ditto 26




N°

—

162
3163

164
165

166

Schools are fet- Parifpes. Prefyteries.
tled. .
Whinyefter Walls and
Sandnefs } Zetland
161 | Halfmorton Langholme Langholme
Carlenridge Hawick Jedburgh
Dalkeith cha- v
rity work - Dalkeith Dalkeith
houfe ¢
Orphan Hofpital | Edinburgh Edinburgh
Edin"® charity- . .
workhoufe } Ditto Ditto
Plufcarden Elgine Elgine
Total Number of Schvlars is — —

160

Places awbhere the

[ 90 ]
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