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Preached before the SOCIETY in Scotland :

propagating CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE,

ACTS iv. 12 :

Neither is there alvation in any other : for there

is none other name under beaven given among

men whereby we muſt beſaved.

I

T is not eaſy to conceive any ſubject, at

once more important in itſelf, more ſea

ſonable in this age, and more ſuited to

the deſign of the preſent meeting, than

the abſolute neceſſity of ſalvation through

Christ . We live in an age in which (as

is often complained ) infidelity greatly prevails ;

but yet in which the cauſe of truth hath much
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leſs to fear from the aſſaults of its open ene

mies, than from the treachery of its pretended

advocates . The lateſt infidel writershave car

ried their own ſcheme toſuch perfection, or

extravagance , that it muſt diſcredit the cauſe

in the
eye

of
every ſober judge. And indeed

the goſpel can ſcarce receive a greater injury,

than when any profeſſing attachment to it,

condeſcend to enter the liſts with ſuch abſur

dities, or give ground of ſuſpicion that they

ſtand in need of a ſerious refutation .

But there is another quarter from which

we have much greater reaſon to apprehend

danger , viz . that claſs of men , who, being

nominal Chriſtians, diſguiſe or alter the go

fpel, in order to defend it. Theſe often endea

vour to give ſuch views ofChriſtianity, as will

Tender it palatable to a corrupt worldly mind;

and inſtead of abafing, will footh and gratify

the pride of man. Hence the unnatural mix

tureoften to be ſeen of modern philoſophy with

ancient Chriſtianity. Hence the fundamental

doctrines of the goſpel are ſoftened, concealed ,

or denied ; as , the loft and guilty ſtate of man

by nature , his liableneſs to everlaſting miſery,

and the neceſſity of that ſatisfaction and ran

fom which was paid by our Redeemer when

he died upon the croſs. Inſtead of theſe, are

we not many times preſented with a character

of Chriſt as a teacher only, and not a ſaviour ;

as one excellently qualified to reform the

abuſes
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abuſes that had ſome how or other crept into

the world , but the real ſource of which is

hardly confeſſed, and never willingly brought
into view ? Is not our bleſſed Redeemer there

by put on a level, and expreſsly claſſed with

mortalreformers ? Perhaps, indeed, a ſmall

compliment of ſuperiority is paid him ; which,

however, there is reaſon to ſuſpect ariſes more

from a prudent compliance with eſtabliſhed

faith , than from any inward and cordial e

ſteem .

V

What could be reaſonably expected as the

effect of ſuch conduct ? No other than we find

by experience hath actually taken place, that

a cauſe ſo ill defended muſt daily loſe ground.

Thenearer Chriſtianity is broughtto the prin

ciples of infidels to folicit their eſteem , the

leſs occaſion they will ſee for it at all ; and

when it is perverted from its original purpoſe,

it can expect no countenance from its real au

thor. The truth is, if there be no more in

the goſpel than many by their language and

writings would lead us to conceive, it is of

ſmall conſequence whether it be embraced or

not ; and there can be little merit in a ſociety

who have this as the deſign of their union, to

ſpread and propagate Chriſtian knowledge.
But

very different are the ſentiments expreſſed

by the apoſtle Peter in the text ; where, ſpeak

ing of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, he ſays, Nei

ther is there ſalvation in any other : for there is
A 2 none



[ 6 ]

l
e
s

none other name under heaven given among men

whereby we muſt be ſaved .

I AM ſenſible, there are ſome of the very

perſons hinted at above, who endeavour to

explain away this text, and give it a very dif

ferent meaning from that in which you
will

eaſily perceive I underſtand it. They make

ſalvation to refer to the cure, recorded in the

preceding chapter, wrought upon the lame

man ; as if the apoſtle had faid , Neither is

there a power of healing in any other, &c.

This is but one inſtanceamong many of the

force and conſtraint they put upon fcripture,

in order to accommodate it to their own fen

timents. I ſhall not waſte your time by a te

dious refutation of this criticiſm , as the ſenſe

I affix to the words will be ſufficiently ſup

ported by what ſhall follow on the ſubject.

They appear to me plainly to affirm , That there

is no other way bywhich finners of mankind

can eſcape everlaſting miſery, but through
Chrift .

In diſcourſing on this ſubject, I propoſe,

through divine affiſtance,

1. After a little illuſtrating the meaning

of the aſſertion, to eſtabliſh and confirm its

truth from the word of God.

2. To make a few reflections on this

ſcheme, and Thew , that it is not only moſt
ſelf
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felf - confiftent, but moſt agreeable to the other

parts of ſcripture, as well as to the viſible ſtate

of the world , and therefore that thoſe who,

in reaſoning with infidels, depart from it

in any meaſure, do thereby betray the cauſe

which they profeſs to ſupport.

3. I SHALL make ſome practical improve

ment of what may be ſaid .

I RETURN to the firſt of theſe.

رمع..
.

And as to the meaning of the aſſertion, the

word ſaving or ſalvation evidently ſuppoſes a

ſtate of miſery from which our deliverance

muſt be wrought ; and therefore nomore than

the full meaning of the paſſage is expreſſed in

what follows, That allthe poſterity of Adam

are conceived in ſin , and broughtforthin ini

quity ; alienated in heart from the love of

God, and expoſed tothe dreadful conſequen

ces of his diſpleaſure: That they have not,on

ly acceſs to falvation through Chriſt, but that

in this work he hath no rival ; it is his, exclu

five of all others : fo that no man , whatever

be his character, or whatever be his hope,

ſhall enter into reſt, unleſs he be reconciled

to Godthrough Jeſus Chriſt.

,Now.ہت that all mankind are by nature in a

ſtate of guilt and condemnation, is evident

from the whole ſtrain of the holy ſcriptures.

This originally conſtituted the neceſſity of a

Saviour, and alone illuſtrates the love and mer

су
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nature .

cy of God in the appearance of his Son in our

Unleſs this is ſuppoſed, the whole

diſpenſations of the grace ofGod, both in the

Old Teſtament and in the New, loſe their

beauty, and loſe their meaning ; nay, and

would be juſtly eſteemed fooliſhneſs, as they

are in factby all who ſee not this foundation

upon which they are built . As our firſt pa

rents, and the earth for their fakes, were laid

under a curſe immediately after the original

tranfgreffion ; ſo the effects of this apoſtały on

their poſterity are amply declared in ſcripture.

Wehave this repeated teſtimony fromGod

himſelf concerning the old world, And God

ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great in the

earth, and that everyimagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually ( a ). And

again , And the Lord ſaid in his heart, I willnot

againcurſe the ground any morefor man's fake;

for the imagination of man's heart is evil from

bis youth ( b ).

The rites and ceremonies of the Moſaic dif

penſation alſo, together with the whole hiſto

ry of providence contained in the Old Teſta

ment, ſuppoſe the guilt and impurity of our

But the goſpel, as it is in allreſpects

a clearer diſpenſationthan the former, ſo it is

moſt full and expreſs upon this ſubject. In

ſtead of enumerating many paſſages, we may

conſult the epiſtle of the apoſtlePaul to the

nature .

( a ) Gen. vi. 5 . ( 6 ) Gen. viii. 21 .

Romans
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Lant

Romans, where there is a diſtinct and labour

ed illuſtration of the guilt and apoſtaſy of all

mankind ; towards the concluſion of which

he thus exprefes himſelf : For we have before

proved both Jews and Gentiles that they are all

under fin ; as it is written, There is none righ

teous, no not one : there is none that underſtand

eth, there is none that ſeeketh after God. They
all gone outof the way, they are together be

come unprofitable; there is none that doth good,

no not one (c ).- And a little after, That every

mouth may be ſtopped , and all the worldbecome

guilty before God (d). To this I ſhallonly add

one paſſage from the ſame apoſtle : Among

whom alſo wehad our converſation in times paſt,

in the luſts of ourfleſh, fulfilling thedeſires of the

fleſh, and of the mind; and were by nature the

children of wrath, even as others ( e ).

are

a

}

That the ſame ſcriptures point out to us

one only remedy for this our miſery, is equal

ly evident. Chriſt Jeſus was promiſed to our

firſt parents under the deſignation of the feed

of the woman, who ſhould bruiſe the head

of the ſerpent. He is afterwards promiſed to.

Abraham as his feed, in whom allthe nations

of the earth ſhould be bleſſed ; to Jacob as

Shiloh , to whom the gathering of the people

ſhould be . He is pointed outby Moſesas the

great Prophet that ſhould come into the world .

And unleſs we ſuppoſe a typical reference to

( c) Rom . iii. 9.-12 . ( a ) Rom . iji , 19. ( 2 ) Eph . ii . 2 .

Chriſt
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Chriſt in the legal waſhings, facrifices, and

other ſervices, they will appear altogether un

worthy ofGod, and altogether inſufficient for

the purpoſes for which they were uſed . This

indeed is affirmed by the apoſtle to the He

brews, For it is not poſſible that the blood of bulls

and of goatsſhould take awayfins ( e ). In the

later prophets, there are many diſtinct and

particular, many high and magnificent de

ſcriptions of the glory of Chriſt'sperſon , and

the greatneſs of his work . The attention and

expectation of every
believer is directed to him ;

and he is ſtyled the defre of all nations ( J ).

And in the New Teſtament, at his concep

tion it is ſaid, Thou Malt call his name Jeſus,

for he ſhall ſave his people from their fins (8 ).

At his entrance on his public miniſtry, he is

thus deſigned by John the Baptiſt, Behold the

Lamb of God, that taketh away the fin of the

world ( h ). The great deſign of his appear

ing in our nature, is declared in many paſſages
of fcripture. And as ſalvation is promiſed to

thoſe who believe, ſo the condemnation of all

unbelievers is neceſſarily implied as its coun

ter-part, and often expreſsly affirmed . Thus

the apoſtle John repreſents our Saviour himſelf

as teaching, God ſo loved the world, that he

gave his only-begotten Son, that whofoever belie

veth in him , ſhould not PERISË, but have

everlaſting life ( i ). And when he gave com

( 1 ) Heb. x. 4. (f) Hag. ii.6 .. ( 8 ) Matth. i . 21 .

( b ) John i. 29. ri) John ii . 16 .

miſſion
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miſſion to his diſciples to preach the goſpel, it

was in theſe terms : Go ye into all the world,
and preach the goſpel to every creature. He that

believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but be

that believeth not, ſhall be damned ( k ). The ve

ry meaning of the word goſpel is glad tidings ;

importing not only the great, but the diſtin

guiſhing happineſs of thoſe who hear the mef

ſage, and comply with the call . The apoſtles,

who ſpread theſe glad tidings through the

world , conſidered themſelves as bringing fal

vation to thoſe who before fat in darkneſs, and

in the region and ſhadow of death . And by

the following deſcriptiongiven by the apoſtle

Paul of the ſtate of the Epheħans before con

verſion, may be ſeen what view he had of the

condition of all who knew not God, as well

as who believed not the goſpel, That at that
time ye were without Chriſt, being aliens from

the commonwealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangersfrom

the covenants of promiſe, having no hope, and

without God in the world ( 1).- From the a

bove ſummary, I hope it clearly appears, that,

according to the ſcriptures, there is no ſalva

tion in any other than in Jeſus Chriſt of Na

zareth .

It will, however, be proper, for the further

illuſtration of this ſubject, to conſider a little to

what this doctrine ſtands oppoſed. And though

it is impoffible diſtinctly to enumerate every

( k ) Mark xvi, 15.16. (1 ) Eph . ii . 12 .

B thing
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thing that may in ſome ſhape or other be put

in Chriſt's room, or attempt to rob him of his

glory as a Saviour ; yet, in general, they may

all be reduced to thetwo following heads : iſ ,

Falſe religions, and uninſtituted ſites ; 2dly,

Self- righteouſneſs, or the merit of our own de

fective obedience to the moral law. It is ne

ceſſary to conſider each of theſe by itſelf,

and to ſtate the bounds between them : for

however little relation they may ſeem to have

one to another, they are often mingled toge,

ther in our apprehenſions, and mutually ſup

port and ſtrengthen each other's caufe.

In the firſt place, then, All worſhip of falſe

gods, holding for truth what hath not the

Itamp of divine authority, and all uncom

manded worſhip, be the object of it what it

will, is wholly ineffectual to falvation: nay ,

ſo far is any thing of this kind from being ſuf

ficient to ſupplant, or proper to co-operate

with what Chriſt hath done, that it is deteſt

able in the ſight of God. Perhaps it may
be

thought, that this is of ſmall moment, and

wholly unworthy of notice ; as in theſe days

few or none will ſo much as pretend, except

in jeſt, to lay any ſtreſs upon fabulous deities,

or ſuperſtitious practices of human invention .

But I did not chuſe to omit it, becauſe it ap

pears to me a thing peculiarly inſiſted on in

the holy ſcriptures, which contain nothing un

neceffary. It is alſo very much the object of

the

3

1
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the reſentment of infidels * . At the ſame

time, many pretended Chriſtians have, by de

fign or inadvertence, ſpoke too much the lan

guage of infidels on this ſubject, or on ſub

jects nearly related to it.

How much ſtreſs the ſcriptures lay upon

the knowledge of thetrue God, nay how
per

nicious and deſtructive all falſe religions are, it

were eaſy to ſhew at great length ; but a few

hints will fuffice, as it is not a point contro

verted fo much as neglected and forgotten.

The very firſt commandment of the moral law

is , Thou ſhalt have no other gods before me ( m ).

And the ſecond, which forbids uninſtituted

worſhip, hath this ſtrong fanction, For Ithe

Lord thy God am ajealous God, vihting the ini

quity of the fathers upon the children unto the

third and fourth generation of them that hate

me ( n ). Through the whole Old Teſtament,

the idolatry and falſe worship of theHeathens

is reprefented as highly criminal in them, and

an abomination in the fight of God . It is

there conſidered , not as a ſmall part, but as the

firſt and moſt provoking of their enormities ;

and in particular is aſſigned as the ground of

the utter extirpation of the nations of Cancan .

In a perfect conſiſtency with which, in the

* It is very remarkable, that though infidels always ſet out

on pretence of fearching impartially after truth ; yet they have

unanimouſly agreed in putting truth and error entirely upon the

Same footing, both as to worth and influence .

(m) Exod . xx . 3 . (n) Ib . ♡ 5

chargeB 2
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charge brought againſt them by the apoſtle

Paul, thisisthe leading part or ground -work

of the whole, Becauſe that when they knew

God, they glorified him not as God, neither were

thankful; but became vain in their imaginations,

and their fooliſh heart was darkened ( ).

And changed the glory of the incorruptible God ,

into animage made like to corruptible man, and

to birds, and four -footed beaſts, and creeping

things ( P ).

The great end alſo of the ſeparation of the

children of Iſrael, and their being kept from
intercourſe with other nations, was, that they

might be preſerved from idolatry. To the

worſhip of the true God their bleſſings are pro

miſed, and againſt defection from his ſervice

to other gods the heavieſt curſes are denoun

ced . Thus, after an enumeration of the blef

ſings that ſhould attend them if they kept

God's commandments, it is ſaid, And thou

ſhalt not goafide from any of the words that I

commandthee this day, to the right hand or to

the left, to go after other gods to ſerve them ( 9 ).

And when they ſtood before the Lord , to en

ter into his covenant, it is ſaid , For ye know

how we have dwelt in the land of Egypt, and

how we came through the nations whichye paſſed
by. And ye haveſeen their abominations, and

their idols, wood and ſtone,filver and gold, which

were among them . Left there ſhould be among

ro) Rom. i . 21. ( D ) Ib . ♡ 23. ( 9 ) Deut . xxvii. 14.

you ,
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you, man , or woman , orfamily, or tribe, whoſe

heart turneth away this dayfrom the Lord our

God, to go and ſerve the gods of theſe nations ;

left there should be among you a root that beareth

gall and wormwood (r ). The ſame thing may

be ſeen running through the whole of the pro

phetic writings. Almoſt every judgment of

God threatened or inflicted , is aſcribed to their

idolatry as its cauſe. I only mention one pal

fage, not for any thing particular in it, but as

a ſufficient ſpecimen of the whole . It is a

meſſage from God by Ezekiel to the children

of Iſrael: Therefore ſay unto the kouſe of Iſrael,

Thusfaith the LordGod, Repent and turn your

ſelvesfrom your idols, and turn away your faces

from allyour abominations. For every one of the

houſe ofIſrael, or of the ſtrangerthatſojourneth

in Iſrael, whichſeparateth himſelf from me, and

ſetteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the

ſtumbling - block of his iniquity before his face,

and cometh to a prophet toenquire ofhim concern

ing me ; I the Lord will anſwer him by myſelf,

and I will ſet myface againſt that man, andwill

make him a ſign and a proverb, and I will cut

him offfrom the midſt of my people, andye ſhall.

know that I am the Lord ( s ).

1

In the very fame manner, in the New Te

ſtament, embracing the goſpel of Chriſt, and

continuing ſtedfaſt in the faith , is requiredas

abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation : Hethat be

(r) Deut . xxix . 16. 17. 18 . ( s) Ezek . xiv. 6. 7. 8.

lieveth
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lieveth on the Son, bath everlaſting life; and be

that believeth not the Son, Shall not ſee life, but

the wrath of God abideth on him ( t ). The im

portance of holding the truth without mixture,

is plainly declared in the following paſſage :

Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth,

and one convert him ; let him know, that he which

converteth the finner from the error of his ways

Shall ſave a ſoul from death, and ſhall bide a

multitude of hins ( u ).

It had been eaſy to have given a much

larger proof of this from ſcripture ; but it is

unneceſſary ; for our enemies themſelves con

feſs it, nay object it as a ground of reproach.

How many invectives have we from infidel

writers againſtthe unpeaceable, unſocial ſpirit

of the Jewiſh firſt, and afterwards of the Chri

ſtian religion ? and how often are theſe con

traſted with the mild and aſſociating temper of

the Heathen worſhippers ? Among them it

implied no abſurdity, that different nations

ſhould have different gods, and different forms

of worſhip ; nay, they often intermixed, com

pounded, and murually adopted each other's

worſhip. The Athenians, that wiſe people,

were ſo prone to receive every foreign rite,

that they got this character from an ancient

writer, (whether by way of encomium indeed,

or ſatire, is at this diſtance uncertain ), that

they were hoſpitable to the gods. According

( t) John iii. 36 . ( u ) James v. 19. 20.
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to the ſentiments of modern unbelievers, they

would deſerve much praiſe for this ; but, ac

cording to the ſentiments of an inſpired apoſtle,

profeſſing themſelves wiſe, they became fools.

In this then it is acknowledged, that the

goſpel of our ſalvation eſſentially differs from

every human invention ; that it conitantly re

preſents itſelf as The Truth, and all things

oppoſite to it , as falfe, diſhonourable to God ,

and unprofitable to men .
This has been the

caſe in every ſtep of its progreſs, from its firſt

riſe in the comparative obſcurity of the origi

nal promiſe, through all the preparatory
dir

coveries of ſucceeding ages, to its complete

manifeſtation in the fulneſs of time. And

though it has been expoſed on this account to

the virulent reproaches of men of corrupt

minds, it is but ſo much the more credible,

and appears to be from the one only, the li

ving, unchangeable, and true God *.

It may be proper here to obſerve, that it

is either the ſame objection aſſuming a differa

ent form , or one very much akin to it, when

V it isalledged againſt thegoſpel,That itlays too

much ſtreſs upon mere belief of the truth .

To this fome have, perhapsby miſtaking the

true ſpring of the objection , given a very

wrong and dangerous anſwer. They deny

* See this ſubject handled with great clearneſs and preciſion

by Dr Warburton in his dirine legation of Mofes.

thc
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the fact, that the goſpel does lay too much , or

any ſtreſs at all
upon bare belief ſeparate from

goodneſs of life . The danger of this anſwer

does not lie in its being falſe, but in its being

ambiguous, incomplete , and in a great mea

ſure improper. It ſeems to allow, at leaſt

not to deny, that there may be ſincere belief,

while yet it is not attended with its proper

fruits. Thus unbelievers, whoſe real quarrel is

with the alledged importance and efficacy of the

truth , are hardened in their indifference and

diſregard to it ; whereas they ought to be

taught to conſider the principles which are

productive of real reformation, as more ex

cellent in themſelves, as both neceſſary and

effectual for this purpoſe.

The goſpel does indeed lay great
ftreſs

up

on belief of the truth, not without, but as the

only way of producing holineſs. Many paſſa

ges may be cited from the Old Teſtament, in

which going after falſe gods, and committing

other grofs crimes, are repreſented as inſepa

rable branches of the ſame character , and wor

ſhipping and ſerving the true God, as a ſum

mary defcription of univerſal obedience ( x ).

And many paſſages may be produced from the

New Teſtament, in which the good effects of

the truth , and the miſery of departing from

it, as neceſſarily implying an unfanctified ſtate,

are declared ( y ). From all this I conclude,

.

( x ) See Deut. xxix . 18. 19. Numb. XXV . 1..2.

( 0) See Joha viii . 31. 326 Id . xvii . 17. 2 John ¥ 4. Col. i .

that

9.6.
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that Chriſt Jeſus, the promiſe of old made un

to the fathers, the hope of Iſrael, the light of

the world, and the end of the law for righ

teouſneſs to every one that believeth , is the on

ly Saviour of finners, in oppoſition to all falſe

religions, and every uninſtituted rite ; as he

himſelf ſays, I am the way, and the truth, and

the life : no man cometh unto the Father but by

me ( 2 ).

But, 2dly, Chriſt is the only Saviour, in

V oppoſition to the merit of our own obedience

to the moral law. I know, fome will be rea

dy to ſuppoſe, that though falſe religion and

uninſtituted rites may have no poſitive influ

ence in procuring ſalvation to thoſe who em

brace them , yet they may not hinder their ac

ceptance with God by virtue of their own per

ſonal merit and obedience. On this ſubject

there are many things which deſerve a more

particularand diſtinct conſideration than there

is room for at preſent; ſuch as, 1. That all

falſe religion is not merely unprofitable , but

highly criminal in the fight of God . Thus

the apoſtle Paul, But I ſay, that the things

which the Gentiles ſacrifice; they ſacrifice to de

vils, and not to God : and I would not that ye

should have fellowl.ip with devils (a ).- 2. That

all who embrace not the truth as it is in Jeſus,

muſt neglect the whole duties of the firſt table

of the moral law, and ſo their obedience be

(2) Jolin xiv . 6 . (a ) 1 Cor . x . 20.

с not
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not only greatly, but eſſentially defective.

3. That the ſcriptures give us no ground to

believe, that falſe principles can produce any

virtue but what is ſpurious. But inſtead of

inſiſting upon theſe at preſent, I lhall only at

tempt to Thew , that the ſcriptures exclude all

human merit, and indeed ſeem to have it as

their expreſs purpoſe, to ſtain the pride of all

human glory ; and therefore that no pretence

of this kind can poſſibly be admitted .

And here I ſhall wholly paſs the facrifices

of atonement under the Moſaic diſpenſation ,

becauſe they all pointed at the ſacrifice offered

by Chriſt upon the croſs ; and therefore, in the

account given of the end and deſtination of this

laſt, we may expect the cleareſt view of the

grounds of our acceptance with God. Now,

Chriſt appears in ſcripture, as the Lamb of God,

which taketh away the fin of the world ; as gi

ving his life for his people ; as bearing their fins

in his own body on the tree. And indeed every

expreſſion is uſed that could well be imagined

to fignify a propitiatory facrifice, an atone

ment for ſin , or the puniſhment of an inno

cent perſon in the room and ſtead of the guil

ty. If this was neceſſary for any, it was ne

ceſſary for all ; as there is not the leaſt intima

tion given in ſcripture of any diſtinction, or

hint, as if there were any perfons with regard

to whom it was ſuperfluous. Nothing, there

fore, can ſtand more directly oppoſed to the

deſign of the goſpel, than any plea of meritin
man :
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man : and none do in fact receive it with more

diſdain , than thoſe who truſt in themſelves

that they are righteous.
3

But , for our ſatisfaction on this point, we

need only conſult the epiſtle to the Romans, be

fore referred to, as there is no part of the ſa

cred writings where there is a more full and

connected account of the foundation of the go

ſpel. There, after proving that all the world

are become guilty before God, the apoſtle ſays,

Thereforebythedeedsof thelaw, there ſhall no

fleſhbe juſtified in bishght: for bythe law is

the knowledge offin ( b ). Being juſtified freely

by his grace, through the redemption thatis in

Jeſus Chriſt: whom God bath ſet forth to be a

propitiation, through faith in his blood, to de

clare his righteouſneſs for the remiſionof fins

that are paſt, through the forbearance of God (c) .
And again, Therefore asby the offence ofone, judg

ment came uponallmen to condemnation; even ſo

bythe righteouſneſs ofone, thefree gift cameup

on allmen to juſtification of life.(d ) . Conſonant

to thisis the doctrine of the ſame apoſtle elſe

where : Yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but

loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge ofChriſt

Jeſusmy Lord: for whom I have ſuffered the

loſs of all things, and docount them but dung that

I may win Chriſt, and be found in him , not ha

ving mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law ,

( ? )

( b ) Rom . iii . 20 . ( ) Ib. y 24. 25.

C 2

( d ) Chap. v. 18 .

but
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but that which is through thefaith of Chriſt, the

rightecufirefs which is of God by faith ( e) .

I AM not inſenſible, that great pains have

been taken , even by ſome Chriſtians, to evade

the forceof theſe paſſages of fcripture, which

exclude the merit of man's obedience from

any ſhare in his juſtification beforeGod. Par

ticularly , the paflages from the epiſtle to the

Romans are evaded , by alledging, that the

law, and the works of the law , there, mean

only the rites of the Moſaic diſpenſation.

This is not a proper time and place for enter

ing fully into that controverſy ; and therefore I

ſhall onlyobſerve, that, beſides the correſpond

ence of the above interpretation with all the

other parts of fcripture, it may be ſufficiently

ſupported by this one confideration, That the

apoitie, who is ſpeaking both of Jewsand Gen

tiles, expreſsly ſtates the oppoſition with re

ſpect to our juſtification between grace and

debt, and excludes every thing that might

make it of debt : Where is boaſting then ? It is

excluded. By what law ? of works ? Nay ;

but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude,

thata man is juſtified by faith, without the deeds

of the law ( f ). And to the ſame purpoſe, a

little after, Now to him that worketh, is the re

ward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But

to him that worketh 1107, but believeth on him that

juſtifieíh the ungodly, lis faith is counted for

(e) Phil. ii. 8. 9. See alſo Rom . iv. 23.–25 . Tit , iil . 5 .

of Roin . iii . 27. 28 .

righteouſneſs
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righteouſneſs (8) . Whatever would make our

acceptance with God not free, or not of grace,

is here excluded . Now , certainly, as there is

a much more plauſible plea of merit in favour

of works of obedience to the moral , than the

ceremonial law ; the firſt are at leaſt as much

excluded as the laſt by the apoſtle's reaſoning *.

THUS

( 8 ) Rom . iv . 4. 5 .

* It is eaſy to foreſee,' that a grand objection againſt what is

Said on this head will be, That it is going upon a very narrow

ſcheme, and a ſchemevery uncharitable to many parties of Chri

ftians. It is the faſhionable language of theage, to give large

encoiniums upon charity, when thedeſign is to level truth and

falſehood ; and to alledge, either that there is little difference

between them , as to their effects, or that they cannot be diſ

tinguiſhed from one another by their proper marks. This is a

ſubject that needs as much to be ſet in a proper light, as any I

know. If the ſenſe in which charity in ſentiment iscommonly

underſtood , viz . a favourable judgment of the opinions of o

thers , be the ſcripture -meaning of it, then certainly fome bounds

muſt be ſet to it ; and it muſt be praiſe or blame worthy, ac

cording to the caſes in which it is exerciſed. I muſt needstake

it for granted, that there are ſome fundamental errors, and that

it is poſſible to make ſhipwreck of the faith. Now , however

common or faſhionable it may be, to think, the farther charity

is extended the better ; it may be demorſtrated , that a favour.

able judgment of errors fundamental, or deſtructive of religion,

doth neceſſarily imply either a light eſteem or weak perſuaſion

of the truth, or both . This ſurely is no part of a truly Chri

ſtian character ; and if it be rightly denominated charity, it is

become vitious by exceſs. I confeſs it appearsto me, that ju

ſtification by free grace is a fundamentaldoctrineof the goſpel.

If this be true, I am not wrong in having the deepeſt ſenſe of

the danger of contrary opinions : nay, if I am miſtaken , the

conſequences I draw from it, are no breaches of charity, but the.

neceſſary effects of an error in judgment ; and ſo I claim charity

in my turn from my adverſaries upon their own principles.

But I am perſuaded the above is not the meaning of the word

charity in ſcripture, but that it means an ardent and unfeigned
love
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Thus I have endeavoured both to explain

and confirm the aſſertion in the text, That

there is no ſalvation in any other but in Chriſt.

There is , however, one queſtion upon it which

I would willingly paſs over in ſilence, but that
the omiſſion of it might, to ſome intelligent

hearers , weaken the concluſion, and make

them reckon the ſubject incompletely handled .

The queſtion is, Whether an objective revela

tion and explicit diſcovery of Chriſt, and what

he hath wrought, is neceſſary to ſalvation ? or

if his undertaking may not be the ground of

acceptance for many
who never heard of his

name? In ſupport of the laſt of theſe it is

faid, That many of the ancient patriarchs and

prophets were far from having diſtinct views

This can

love to others, and a deſire of their welfare, temporal and e

ternal ; and may very well conſiſt with the ſtrongeſt abhorrence

of their wicked principles. We do find indeed in ſcripture

many charges, not to judge one another , mutually to forbear

one another in things indifferent, and not to ſuppoſethat mens

outward actions proceed from a bad principle which they do

not profeſs. Butthis is never called charity ; and it is, by the

reaſoning on it, expreſsly limited to things really indifferent in

their nature. ( See the i4th and r5th chapters of the epiſtle to

the Romans.) Perhaps it will be ſaid, fome may judge things

to be neceſſary, which in truth are but indifferent.

not be denied ; but there is no help for it. It is a conſequence

of theimperfection of human nature . Yet ſtill every man muſt

judge for himſelf, and muſt diſtinguiſh between things indiffer

ent and neceſſary, in the beſt manner he can . It is very re

markable, that the apoſtle John, who ſpeaks moſt of the im

portance of charity and mutual love, hath alſo perhaps the

Itrongeſt expreſſions of any of the apoſtles, on the hatefulneſs

and danger of error. Thus he ſaysin his ſecond epiſtle, y 10.11 .

If there come any unto you , and bring not this doctrine, receive him

not into your houſe, neither bid bim God Speed . For be that biddetb

him Godſpood, is partaker of his evil deeds.

of
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of the perſon , character, and work of Chriſt ;

and if ( as all ſuppoſe) his undertaking was a

vailable for their acceptance, why not of o

thers alſo ? On ſuch a queſtion, no doubt,

modeſty and caution is highly commendable,

and perhaps it were wife in ſome reſpects to

ſuſpend the determination altogether. But

there are caſes in which it comes neceſſarily

to be conſidered : for inſtance, I do not ſee

how it can be avoided , in ſpeaking of the im

portance or neceſſity of propagating the goſpel

among
the nations that know not God .

We may therefore obſerve, that the only

juſt foundation of our hope in God, either for

ourſelves or others, eſpecially as ſinners, is his

promiſe. The firſt of theſe oughtto be pre

ciſely commenſurate to the laſt. In ſo far as

it is defective , or falls ſhort of this meaſure,

we are chargeablewithunbelief ;and in ſo far

as it exceeds, with preſumption . Now, to

whomſoever the true God is revealed in any

meaſure, as merciful and gracious, forgiving

iniquity, tranſgreſſion , and ſin ; however ob

ſcurely he points out the meritorious cauſe of

pardon, if they believe his word, and accept

of his mercy , they ſhall be ſaved ; as we are

told , Abraham believed God , and it was count

ed to him for righteouſneſs (b) . As to any o

thers, if they are in abſolute ignorance of the

true God,we muſt ſay, that there doth not

( b ) Rom. iv. 3 .

appear,
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appear, from ſcripture, any groundonwhich

to affirm , that the efficacy of Chriſt's death

extends to them : on the contrary, weare ex

preſsly told , that they have no hope ( i). We

find indeed in ſcripture, that the diſplay of di

vine perfection in the works of creation, and

the conduct of providence, is repreſented as

rendering the Heathens inexcuſable in their

contempt and neglect of God : Nevertheleſs he

left not himſelf without witneſs, in that he did

good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruit

fulſeaſons, filling ourhearts withfood andglad

neſs, ( k ). Becauſe that which may be known of

God is manifeſt in them ; for God hath Jewed it

unto them . For the inviſible things of him from

the creation of the world are clearly ſeen, being

underſtood by the things that are made, even his

eternalpower andgodhead; ſo that they are with

out excuſe ( 1). Should any
defire from theſe

paſſages to infer, that if any
of them made a

juſt and dutiful uſe of theſe natural notices of

God , he would not fruſtrate their ſearch , but

would lead them to the ſaving knowledge of

himſelf, I have nothing to object againſt the

general poſition ; but I am afraid it will be

difficult to make any other legitimate uſe of

this conceſſion than the apoſtle has made al

ready,that they are withoutexcuſe in their e

ſtrangement from God. One thingmore we

are authoriſed from ſcripture to ſay , thattheir

guilt is in proportion to their means of know

( i) See the forecited paſſage Eph. ii . 12. ( k ) Acts xiv. 17.

(1 ) Rom. i. 19. 20.

ledge ;

.

1

1
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ledge ; that they continue in their natural ſtate,

and are not chargeable with the ſin of reject

ing the goſpel which they never heard : For

as many as have finned without law , ſhall alſo

periſ without law ; and as many as have finned

in the law , ſhall bejudged by the law ( m ).

I PROCEED now to the ſecond thing propo

fed, which was, To make a few reflections

on this ſcheme ; and Thew, that it is not only

moſt felf - conſiſtent, but moſt agreeable to the

other parts of ſcripture, as well as to the vi

ſible ſtate of the world ; and therefore that

thoſe who, in reaſoning with infidels, depart

from it in any meaſure, do thereby betray the

cauſe which they profeſs to ſupport.

We have many proofs of the ingenuity and

art of perſons under the power of prejudice,

in evading the force , or wreſting the meaning

of particular texts of ſcripture ; and therefore

it muſt ſerve much for the confirmation of
any

doctrine, that it is not only ſupported by ex

preſs paſſages, but agreeable to the ſtrain and

ſpirit of the whole . That this is the caſe with

the doctrine in queſtion , I might ſhew at great

length : at preſent I contentmyſelf with the

few following reflections. ift, There is no

thing more frequently or more undeniably

found in ſcripture, than a celebration of the

rich mercy and free grace of God in Chriſt

( m ) Rom. ii , 12 .

D Jeſus,
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Jeſus, in ſuch language as will ſcarce accordwith .

any other plan than that which I have above

endeavoured to explain and ſupport. It has

been a remark frequently made, of the juſtice

of which every ſerious peruſer of the ſacred

writings will be ſenſible,that theinſpired pen

men ſeem , as it were, to be raiſed and eleva

ted above their ordinary pitch when they are

on this theme, and that both in the Old and

New Teſtament. Where-ever there is a ſtri

king paſſage in the poeticorprophetic writings,

containing ſentiments of the moſt rapturous

joy, or moſt ardent gratitude, there we may

be ſure is a prophecy of Chriſt. Seethepfalm

iſt David often thus diſtinguiſhing himſelf,

particularly in the following paſſage : His

name ſhall endure for ever : bis nameMall be

continued as long as the ſun : and men shall be

bleſſed in him ; and all nations ſhall call him

bleſſed. Bleſſed be the Lord God, the God of Il

rael, who only doth wondrous things. And bleſſed

be his glorious name for ever ; and let the whole

earth be filled with bis glory. Amen, and A

men ( n ). The apoſtle Paul alfo, not only

when expreſsly handling the ſubject, but even

when he accidentally meets with it in the illu

ſtration of another argument, ſeems to fire at

the thought, and either expatiates upon it

with a profuſion of eloquence, and energy of

expreſſion ; or collects, as it were, his whole

( n ) Pfal. Ixxii. 17. 18. 19 .

force,
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force, and ſurpriſes us more, by diſpatching it

at one ſingle maſterly ſtroke 6) .

Now, I would juſt aſk , Why ſo many en

comiums on the
mercy

and
grace

of God in

pardoning finners through Chriſt, if his un

dertaking had not been abſolutely neceſſary for
their recovery ? Whence could ariſe fo deep

an obligation to gratitude , if our ſtate had not

been ablolutely deplorable, or if relief could
have been obtained from

any
other quarter ?

There muſt ſurely be a great impropriety in

the ſcripture-language upon this ſubject, when

uſed by ſome perſons agreeably to their other

ſentiments. And indeed their being very ſpa

ring of this language, avoiding it as much as

poſſible, and dwelling with moſtpleaſure on

different themes, is a tacit confeſſion and ac

knowledgment of this truth .

But, beſides the mercy of God to the

world in general in ſending his Son to redeem

us who were ſold under fin , we find in fcrip

ture many ſtrong declarations of the infinite

mercy of God in ſending the tidings of falva

tion to thoſe who were ignorant of them be

fore. This appears from ſeveral of the paſ

ſages formerly cited, and many more that

might be added . I only mention one of the

apoſtle Paul recorded in the Aets of the Apo

ſiles: Be it known therefore unto you, that the

(0 ) See an inſtance of the firſt of theſe, Eph . iii. 17 .; and

of the laſt, iCor. xvi . 22 .

D 2
ſalvation
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falvation of God is ſent unto the Gentiles, and

that ikey will hear it ( P ). Now, what is

meant by this ? Were theſe Gentiles in a way

of ſalvation before ? and what benefit did they

reap from this intelligence ? If it be ſaid, that

they were comparatively in a more advanta

geous ſituation than before ; this, when ſtrict

ly examined, will be found to draw after it all

the conſequences ſo diſagreeable to the pride

of man , for which the other ſuppoſition is re

jected . Or rather, when their comparative ad

vantages are carried ſo far, as to give any thing

like a conſiſtent meaning to the above and o

ther paſſages of ſcripture, it will amount en

tirely to the ſame thing. For I hope no Chri

ſtian will affert, that any perſon in the world,

who hath the exerciſe of reaſon, is under a

natural, but only a moral impoſſibility * , of

coming to theknowledge, and doing the will

of God . If the firſt were the caſe , it would

1

1

1
1

( ) Acts xxviii . 28 .

* I uſe the words natural and moral impoſſibility in the ſenſe

in which they are uſed by the authors who firſt applied that dis

tinction to fubjects of philoſophy and divinity, and not in the

abſurd ſenſe in which ſome late infidel writers do obſtinately

perlift in uſing them . Theſe gentlemen , inſtead of meaning by

natural or phyſical neceſſity or impoſſibility, that wbich ariſes

from the irreſiſtible operation of the laws of nature, and by

moral, a high degree of probability from concurring circumſtan

ces, tell us, that phyfical neceſſity is what ariſes from the laws

ofmatter ; and moral, that which ariſes from the laws of mind

or ſpirit. But nothing can be more evident , than that any in

fuence from without upon mind or ſpirit, if it be irreſiſtible, is

as much phyſical or natural neceſſity as any other . And the

diſtinction thus explained , or perverted, is utterly uſeleſs, when

applied to morais .

take

1
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take away all ſin ; but the laſt is only ſuch an

obſtinate diſinclination , as is ſtill conſiſtentwith

guilt and blame.
v

Another reflection we may make on this ſub

ject, That, according to the conſtant tenor of

the holy ſcripture, not only an offerof mercy

for Chriſt's fake muſt be made to the finner, but

a change muſt be wrought on his heart and

temper ſo great, as to be termed a new crea

tion , and a ſecond birth . The firſt of theſe is

an act of the divine government, the laſt is a

work of divine power. Now, I would beg

leave to aſk , How and where is this to be ex

pected ? It cannot ſurely proceed from the in

Auence of fabulous deities, or be the effect of

idolatrous rites . It is not the work of man,

and therefore only of the Spirit of Chriſt.

Should any think fit to preſume, that the

ſanctifying influences of the Holy Ghoſt are

beſtowed univerſally, though unknown to the

receivers ; this again annihilates all the ſupe

rior advantages of Chriſtians ; and, on the very

beſt poſſibleſuppoſition, isan aſſertion thrown

out at random , and altogether deſtitute of ſup

port
from the oracles of truth .

A third obſervation I would make, That

this ſcheme alone makes the foundation of

the goſpel ſufficient to bear the ſuperſtruc

ture . Nothing elſe can ſufficiently account

for the coſt and expence, if I may ſpeak fo ,

that have been laid out in the redemption of

man,
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1

man. It is very evident, that both the pro

phets in the Old Teſtament, and the apoſtles

in the New, are at great pains to give us a view

of the glory and dignity of the PERSON of

CHRIST. With what magnificent titles is

he adorned ? what glorious attributes are aſcri

bed to him ? and what mighty works are ſaid

to be done by him ? All theſe conſpire to teach

us, that he is truly and properly God, God o

ver all , blefled for ever. On the other hand,

How much is his humiliation and abaſement

inſiſted on ; the reproach and contempt of his

life, the pain and ignominy of his death ?

and the infinite value of his ſufferings, ariſing

from theſe two united conſiderations ? No

thing can more plainly few the guilt and -

miſery of man, than that ſo great a perſon

ſhould be employed in reſcuing him, ſo infi

nite a price paid for his ranſom . If ſuch a

propitiation was neceffary for the heirs of glo

ry, how hopeleſs muſt be the ſtate of thoſe

who have no claim to, or intereſt in , or de

pendence upon it * ?

j

1The laſt obſervation I am to make at pre

ſent, is, That the ſcheme above laid down, is

alſo moſt agreeable to the viſible ſtate of the

* It is a ſtrong confirmation of this, ' that it holds almoſt

without exception , in comparing the ſentiments and ſcheines

of the different parties of Chriſtians, that thoſe who have the

ſlighteſt ſenſe of the neceſſity of atonement, and the greateſt

bias to a ſelf-righteous plan , are always moſt diſpoſed to leſſen

the glory of our Redeemer's perſon ; lean moſt to, or judge

moſt favourably of the Socinian or Arian hypotheſis.

world,
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world, and furniſhes the plain and the only

fufficient anſwer to the old objection againſt

the Chriſtian revelation, the want of univer

fality. This aſſertion to ſome will appear
ſur

priſing , as it ſeems to have been on purpoſe

to avoid or anſwer this objection, that allthe

other opinions have been formed. However,

they ſtill leave the objection in all its force ;

nay, it is often ſupported and ſtrengthened by

the reaſonings upon them . But, on the prin

ciples above laid down , it is capable of the fol

lowing plain and eaſy ſolution . It is of the

infinite mercy and free grace of God, that he

did not leave all mankind to periſh in a ſtate

of fin and miſery. Where then lies the difficul

ty in believing, that ſome only, and not all, are

ſaved, or are furniſhed with the means of fal

vation ? If all are juſtly liable to wrath , upon

which the whole goſpel is built, mercy to a

part can never be improbable, or unworthy of

God, on account of the ruin of the reſt : ſo that

the objection can only take its riſe from doubt

or diſbelief of that firſt and fundamental truth .

If a prince had a number of traitors in his

power, whoſe treaſon was of the moſt aggra

vated and inexcuſable kind, and we ſhould be

informed that he had granted a free pardon to

ſome, and left the reſt to ſuffer the juſt puniſh

ment of their crime ; would it be the leaſt ob

jection againſt this clemency, that it extended

only to a ſelect number of the offenders ? or

would it be any juſt impeachment of his ma

nagement,
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nagement, or render the intelligence incre

dible, ſuppoſing the prince to be wiſe, as well

as gracious ? The caſe is preciſely the ſame

with God . If it be but granted, that it is mercy

extended to thoſe who eſcape , this abſolutely

deſtroys the force of any objection that can be

drawn from the number or circumſtances of

thoſe that periſh .

1

There is in this reſpect a beautiful and in

ſtructive analogy between the courſe of divine

providence, and the methods of divine grace ;

and much in both muſt be reſolved into the

wiſdom and ſovereignty of God . There is an

immenſe variety in the diſtribution both of na

tural advantages and ſpiritual bleſſings; and it

is vain for us to expect that we ſhould be able

to aſſign the whole, or indeed almoſt of

the grounds either of the one or the other.

But if neither fort is merited, if both are the

effect of free undeſerved bounty, this cuts off

all cauſe of complaint ; and as to the differ

ence which we obſerve in fact, particularly with

regardto the laſt,we muſt be content to ſay ,

with the apoſtle Paul, For God hath concluded

them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy

upon all. O the depth of the riches both of the

wiſdom and knowledge of God ! how unſearchable

are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding

out (q ) !

any,

( 9) Rom . xi. 32. 33:

FROM
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From theſe obſervations it will plainly ap

pear, that departing from the principles above

laid down, is a very great injury to the cauſe

of truth , and ſtrengthens that of infidelity . If

they are founded upon the word of God, as I

hope has been ſufficiently proved, then no

good can poſſibly flow from ſoftening or dir

guiſing them , in order to leſſen their oppofi

tion to the pride and prejudices of corrupt

minds. Has ſuch conduct in fact leſſened the

number of infidels, or reconciled them to the

doctrine of Chriſt ? On the contrary, have they

not become more numerous, and more bold

in their oppoſition tothe goſpel, in proportion

to the attempts that havebeen and are made

to ſuit it to their taſte ? nay, have they not

made uſe of innumerable paſſages from Chri

ſtian writers in ſupport of their own cauſe ?

For in all ſuch caſes, as Chriſtians ſpeak mere

ly the language of natural religion , or magni

fy the preſent powers of the human mind, in

order to rear up a ſelf-righteous ſcheme, they

are conſidered by infidels, and juſtly, not aś

defending the goſpel with ſucceſs, butas yield

ing up the great point in debate, and coming

over to their own party.

I PROCEED now to make ſome practical

improvement of this fubject. And, in the

iſt place, From what hath been ſaid, you

may ſee the real, the unſpeakable moment of

propagating Chriſtian knowledge . It is in

deed,E
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deed , ſo far as it is cordially embraced,turning

menfrom darkneſs to light, and from the power

of Satan unto God. Theſe words have a deep

and intereſting meaning, if underſtood as a

bove, but not otherwiſe . Let us only ſuppoſe

thoſe who deny or call in queſtion the abſolute

neceſſity of ſalvation through Chriſt, employ

ed as miſſionaries in converting the Heathens :

how cold , how ambiguous and inconcluſive the

arguments with which they would endeavour

to preſs the change ! But the view of it given

above, muſt in the ſtrongeſt manner diſpoſe

every ſerious perſon to ſupport ſuch a deſign,

and powerfully animate to diligence thoſe who

are employed in carrying it into execution.

It is allowed by all , that doing good, and

communicating happineſs, is themoſt excel

lent character ; that promoting the intereſt of

our brethren of mankind, is a natural fruit and

expreſſion of our love to God, and an imitation

of the divine benignity. But what compari

ſon is there between any acts of beneficence

that regard only the preſent life and the wel

fare of the body, and thoſe that affect the ever

laſting intereſt of an immortal ſpirit ? As far

as God's redeeming graceis ſuperior to his pro

vidential care, ſo far muſt our ſincere and ſuc

ceſsful endeavours to promote the falvation of

the ſoul, excel any relief or help we can give

to the wants of the body.

The laſt of theſe purpoſes, however, is

often
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often celebrated by infidels, in oppoſition to

the other, which they delight in treating with

deriſion and ſcorn . But as nothing can be

more evident than its comparative excellence,

ſuppoſing its reality ; ſo there is not the leaſt

contrariety between the two deſigns : ſo far

from it, that they are ſtrongly connected toge

ther, and are always beſt promoted in con

junction. There may be indeed ſingle inſtances

ofperſons, from oftentation or other falſe mo

tives, parting with their goods to feedthe poor,

who have no true love to God or their brethren .

But, in general , it is certain , that thoſe who have

their treaſure in heaven ; who love not the world,

nor the things of the world ; which , however hard

a ſaying itmay appear, is the real character of

every Chriſtian,will more eaſily communicate

of what they poſſeſs to thoſe who ſtand in need.

True religion always enlarges the heart, and

ſtrengthens the ſocial tie . Every believer muſt

view his poor brethren in ſeveral endearing

lights, as children of the ſame heavenly Fa

ther, as under the ſame original guilt, depend

ent on the fame Saviour, and preparing for

the ſame judgment : whereas wicked men ,

however various their characters, do habitual

ly, by luxury and ſelf-indulgence of ſome kind

or other, feed their pride, increaſe their wants,

and inflame their appetites . This not only

gives them a narrow turn of mind, but often

waſtes their ſubſtance ; and ſo neceſſarily ob

ſtructs their liberality, by taking away both the

inclination and ability to beſtow .

ANDE 2
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And as thoſe who have a juſt concern for

the everlaſting intereſt of others, will be moſt

difpoſed to relieve their preſent diſtreſſes; ſo

the bounty of ſuch will always be beſt direct

ed, and followed with the happieft effects.

They never ſeparate the two great ends, of

making men happy in this world, and heirs of

eternal life ; and will therefore have it as their

chiefcare, to promote induſtry and fobriety in

all whom they take upon them to ſupply. It

is too often feen, that what is dignified with

the fineſt names, and repreſented as the effect

of generoſity, humanity, and compaſſion, is

wholly without merit in the giver, pernicious

and hurtful to the receiver. How many diffo

lute livers are not covetous, only becauſe they

are under the dominion of a contrary paſſion ?

In the mean time, what they beſtow , is either

entirely thrown away by an indiſcriminate pro

fuſion ; or, as is more commonly the caſe, it

is worſe than thrown away , being confined to

the moſt worthleſs of all wretches, who are

their aſſiſtants or companions in their crimes.

In oppoſition to this, a real Chriſtian, ſupreme

ly governed by the love of God, will direct

every action to his glory ; and while compaf

fion , ſtrengthened by a ſenſe of duty, excites

him to deal his bread to the hungry, hewill

have a ſtill ſuperior ſolicitude to preſerve them

from fin . Inſtead of an injudicious ſupply of

fewel to their luft, which is eaſy to a flothful,

and gratifying to a carnal mind, he will endea

vour to fit them for heaven, by ſuitable in

Itruction ;
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ſtruction ; and reſcue them from want and

idleneſs in this world, by lawful induſtry.

These two great purpoſes have been joint

ly promoted by the Society in Scotland for pro

pagating Chriſtian knowledge. They have

been promoted with a moſtlaudable zeal and

diligence, and with a ſucceſs fully equal tothe

means the Society are poſſeſſed or furniſhed

with for carrying them on. The promoting

of true religion, loyalty, and induſtry, in the

highlands of Scotland, was the firſt object of

their care : and the importance of encoura

ging it has been repreſented in the ſtrongeſt

light on many former occafions of this fort,

and is well known. But there is another part

of their deſign, to ſpread the knowledge of

Chriſt, the only Saviour of finners, among the

unenlightened Heathen nations. On this the

fubject of my diſcourſe leads me to ſpeak a

little more particularly.

Of the importance of ſuch a deſign every

one who believes the goſpel muſt be fenſible .
But, except the

very
reſtricted efforts of the

Society, little or nothing has ever been at

tempted by the Britiſh nation . And is not

God, in his righteous providence towards us

at prefent, manifeſtly and ſeverely puniſhing

us for this neglect ? Are we not engaged in

war with a potent and formidable neighbour,

in which the ſupreme diſpoſer of all events

hath viſibly written diſappointment on every

one
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one of our attempts ? Did not this war take its

riſe from the diſputed limits of our territories

in America ? And are not our colonies in that

part of the world expoſed to the moſt cruel

and mercileſs depredations? Are not families,

which ought to be quiet and peaceable habita

tions, frequently alarmed in the ſilence of the

night with the cry of war ; and the tendereſt

relations often butchered in each other's
pre

ſence, and that by a people of a ſtrange lan

guage, while the weak mother and helpleſs

infant can only lift a ſupplicating eye, but can

not aſk for mercy ? Who then are the inſtru

ments of this cruelty ? Muſt we not anſwer,

Thoſe very Indians, a great part of whoſe ter

ritorywe poſſeſs, and whom , with a contempt

equally impolitic and unchriſtian, we ſuffer to

continue in ignorance of the only living and

true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath

ſent ?

Such a particular interpretation of the lan

guage of providence maybe thought bold ;

but there are many circumſtances which, in a

manner, conſtrain us to confeſs its propriety.

We have been a nation early and long favoured

with the light of divine truth, and fre
there

fore bound to communicate it to others. That

diftant country was a refuge to many of our

pious forefathers, when flying from the rage

of eccleſiaſtic tyranny ; and the territory,

either taken from , or ceded to us by theſe peo

ple, has been the great ſource ofwealth and

power



[ 41 ]

power to this nation. But what ſeems chiefly

to warrant this application is , that the care ta

ken by our enemies to convert the Indians, is

the chief, if not the ſingle cauſe of their ſu

perior intereſt among that people. Their free,

independent manner of living, makes the Bri

tiſ temper, character, and cuſtoms, in all o

ther reſpects more agreeable to them . But be

ing once converted , not to the Chriſtian faith ,

but to the Romiſh ſuperſtition, they are invio

lably attached to the French intereſt. And

that politic , but fraudulent nation, are able to

cover and excuſe their own treacherous de

ſigns, by theungovernable and ſavage barba

rity of their Indian allies.

CAN there be therefore a more noble, a

more important, or more neceſſary exerciſe of

Chriſtian charity, than enabling the Society to

carry on their uſeful and falutary ſchemes,

eſpecially to extend their miſſions to the In
dian tribes ? Who that knows the value of

immortal ſouls, can refuſe to contribute his

ſhare in promoting this excellent deſign ? Who

that fears the juſtjudgment and diſpleaſure of

God, can refuſe to take this ſtep, amongſt o

thers, evidently neceſſary for averting his threat

ened vengeance ? And who that loves his Re

deemer's name, but muſt deſire that it ſhould

be adored from the riſing to the ſetting ſun ?

The boldneſs and activity of finners in ſpread

ing every ſpecies of corruption, ſhould excite

an emulation in believers not to be behind

hand
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hand in the ſervice of a much better maſter :

Have we not ſeen much profane zeal diſcover :

ed in ſupport of the moſt pernicious and cri

minal amuſements, which conſume time, e

nervate the body, and pollute the mind ? And

ſhall there not be a like concern to promote

knowledge and holineſs in the uncivilized parts

of our own country, and to carry the glad ti

dings of the goſpelof peace to thoſe who now

fit in darkneſs, and in the region and ſhadow

of death ? Are there not many to whom the

name of a Saviour is precious, even as oint

ment poured forth, who burn with deſire, that

the riches of divine grace, which can never be

exhauſted, may be more largely diffuſed ?

And will not all ſuch chearfully and liberally

contribute to extend the bounds of their Re

deemer's kingdom , in the proſpect of that

bleſſedtime, when the knowledge of God ſhall

cover the earth as the waters cover the ſea ? or

of that ſtill more glorious period, when every

veſſel of mercy, from the eaſt, weſt, north ,

and fouth, ſhall be gathered together, and fit

down with Abraham , and Iſaac , and Jacob, in

the kingdom of their Father ?

I SHALL now conclude my diſcourſe, by

preaching this Saviour to all who hear me,

and intreating you, in the moſt earneſt man

ner, to believe in Chriſt Jeſus ; for there is no

ſalvation in any other. This is far from being

unneceſſary or improper, even in an audience

of profeſſing Chriſtians. Where - ever there

is
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· is a national profeſſion of the goſpel, there are

always many who, though they retain the

name of Chriſtians, are ſtrangersto real faith

in Chriſt, or union with God through him ;

nay who in their hearts are enemies tothe truth

in its ſimplicity and purity. It is in vain to

attempt, by reaſoning, to bring men to an ac

knowledgment of the truth of the Chriſtian

doctrine in ſpeculation, unleſs we alſo bring

them to ſuch a perſonal conviction of their

guilt and wretchedneſs, as will make them

receive the information of Chriit's character

and work, as glad tidings to their own ſouls.

No other converts receive any benefit them

ſelves by the change ; nor are they ofany ſer

vice to Chriſt and his cauſe, except in ſo far

as they are over-ruled by the ſovereign provi

dence of that God who only can bring good out

of evil.

1

WHEREFORE, my beloved hearers, be per

ſuaded , from the word of God, which you pro

fefs to believe , from the ſtate of the world,

which you may ſee, and of your own hearts,

which you may feel, that you are by nature

wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind,

and naked . You are ſo far from having ſuch

a conformity to the pure and perfect law of God,

in your thoughts , words , and actions, and the

principles from which they ought to flow , ascan

intitle youto his favour, thatthe imaginations

of your hearts are only evil from your youth,
andF
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and that continually. Whatever imaginary

fchemes of a virtuous character you may reſt

or glory in , you are wholly unable to ſtand the

trial of God's impartial judgment. Oh ! how

hard is it to convince menof fin, even while

the earth groans under their guilt ! Would but

thoſe who are moſt apt to boaſt of the dignity

of their nature, and the perfection of their vir

tue, make an exact regiſter of all the thoughts
that riſe in their minds; there remains ſtill as

much of the law of God written upon their

hearts, as would judge them out of their own
mouths. Inſtead of being able to bear that

ſuch a record ſhould be expoſed to public

view, they could not even endure themſelves

to peruſe it : for ſelf-flattery is their ruling

character, but ſelf-abhorrence would be the

effect of this diſcovery. Ought you not there

fore to be ready to acknowledge, that you are

altogether as an unclean thing, and unable to
ſtand before God if he enter into judgment?

But whether you acknowledge it or not, I

bear from God himſelf this meſſage to you

all , that whatever may be your character,

formed upon worldly maxims, and animated

by ambitious and worldlyviews, if you are not

réconciled to God through Jeſus Chriſt, if you

are not clothed with the ſpotleſs robe of his

righteouſneſs, you muſt for ever periſh.

But behold , through this man is preached

unto you the forgiveneſs of fins. There is a

fulneſs
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e

fulneſs of merit in his obedience and death to

procure your pardon . There is no ſin of fo

deep a dye, or ſo infectious a ſtain , but his

blood is ſufficient to waſh it out. This is no

new doctrine, or modern diſcovery, to gratify

a curious mind . Perhaps you have heard ſuch

things ſo often , that you nauſeate and dir

dain the repetition . But they are the words of

eternal life, on which your ſouls falvation ab

ſolutely depends; and therefore, though this
call ſhould come but once more to be rejected,

it is yet again within your offer ; and as an am

baſador from Chrift, as though God did beſeech

you by me, Ipray you in Chriſt's ſtead be ye re

conciled unto God. You haveheard the danger

of all who are without Chriſt ; but I beſeech

you remember the aggravated guilt, and the

ſuperior danger of thoſe who continue obſtinate

under the goſpel. All the mercy that is ſhown

to finners in the offer, ſhall inflame the charge

againſt them in the great day , if they are found

impenitent. Mercy and juſticeMercy and juſtice are never ſe

parated in any part of the goſpel-plan. They
illuſtrate each other in the contrivance, they

ſhine together on the croſs, and they ſhall be

jointly manifeſt in theday of judgment. Shall

not the blood of Chriſt, which is ſo powerful

in its influence for taking away the guilt of

thoſe who truſt in it, greatly add to the guilt

and danger of thoſe who deſpiſe it ? Be wiſe

now therefore, O ye kings, and all of every
F 2 rank ;
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rank ; be inſtructed, ye judges of the earth.

Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with

trembling . Kiſs the Son, left he be angry,
and

ge periſhfrom the way, when his wrathis kin

'ded buta little : bleſſed are all they that put

their truſt in him ( a ).

( a ) Plal. ii. 10. 11. 12.
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OF

The Society in Scotland for propaga

ting Chriſtian knowledge,

In the year 1758.

T
3 .

HE deſign of erecting a ſociety in Scot

land for propagating Chriſtian know

ledge, took its riſe abouttheyear

1700. A few private gentlemen, who, at

that time, were in uſe to meet at Edinburgh

forreformation ofmanners, gave it birth . The

deſign was, to ſpread the knowledge of Chri

ſtianity through thehighlands and iſlands of

Scotland, at that time plunged in deep error,

ignorance, and vice.

V

The manners of the inhabitants of thoſe

parts of the kingdom , were in thoſe days dif

Tolute and wild . Many of them had early con

tracted inveterate prejudices againſt the revo

lution -ſettlement, and were imbarked in an

intereſt abſolutely inconſiſtent with the ſafety

and felicity of their country. Obſtinately

attached to the court of St Germain, they

acknowledged the pretender as their king,

and waited only for a happy opportunity to

place
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place him upon the throne of Britain. With

regard to religion, they were bigotted Pa

piſts ; acknowledged the Pope as their ſpi

ritual father ; and were zealous in promoting

every thing which could tend to the advance

ment and proſperity of the Roman -Catholic

faith .

IGNORANCE promotes idleneſs . — This is the

caſe in every country ; it was the caſe in Scot

land at the time we are ſpeaking of. — The

highlanders ſpent their time, in fauntering from

place to place, in Noth and idleneſs, and in

a total neglect of thoſe happy methods by

which a country is improved, and its inhabi

tants made happy. — Vaſt tracts of their lands

lay uncultivated , and thoſe vaſt ſhoals of fiſh

which frequented their lakes, bays, and ſeas,

were left to be picked up by more induſtrious

foreigners, while they ſtood idle ſpectators of

the capture .

To remedy theſe evils, thegentlemen men

tioned ſet out with the deſign of ſpreading

knowledge among them ; upon the firm be

lief, thatas ignorance promotes idleneſs, know

ledge promotes induſtry. Themethod which

to them ſeemed moſt likely to anſwer this hap

py end, was that of erecting public ſchools ;

but as theſe could not be erectedwithout

money, they firſt engaged themſelves in a vo

luntary ſubſcription for that purpoſe, and then

recommended the deſign to others .

THE
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The firſt place pitched on for the erection

of a ſchool, was Abertarf, in the ſhire of In

verneſs ; the centre of a country where Popery

greatly abounded : but, after a trial of a year

and a half, the ſchoolmaſter, upon repeated

diſcouragements from the inhabitants, was ob

liged to break uphihis ſchool,and give it over.

Not diſheartened by this firſt, though un

ſucċeſsful trial , the gentlemen mentioned ap

plied themſelves to the members of the na

tional aſſembly, and endeavoured to engage

them in promoting ſo great and uſeful an un

dertaking -- Their ſucceſs was ſuch, that, in

the year 1706, the general aſſembly of the 1903.
church of Scotland took the affair underconfi

deration ; and ſoon aftertheir commiſſion, to

gether with the gentlemen mentioned, pu

bliſhedpropoſals for propagating Chriſtian

knowledgethrough the highlands and iſlands

of Scotland ; and Tent theſe propoſals,not only

to all the preſbyteries of Scotland, butto the

ſocieties in Edinburgh and elſewhere inſtituted
for the reformation of manners.

Not ſatisfied with this, the gentlemen

mentioned made applications even to the

throne ;and herMajeſty Queen Anne wasnot

only pleaſed to countenance and ſupporttheir

deſign by her royal authority, but to ſignify

the ſame to all her loving ſubjects, by a pro

clamation, dated at Kenſington the 18th Auguſt

1708.
1708.

IN



[ 50 ]

1709 . In April 1709, the general aſſembly of the
churchofScotland again tookthematterun

der their confideration, and publiſhed the fol

lowing act concerning it.

Aet and recommendation for furthering the de

fign of propagating Chriſtian knowledge.

Edinburgh, April 19. 1709.p.m. Sel: 50

HE general aſſembly taking to their ſe

T!rious conſideration , the inſtructions gi

ven by the laſt aſſembly to their commiſſion,

to give all dueaſſiſtance and encouragementto

any propoſals to be madefor propagating the

knowledge of God and ourLord Jeſus Chriſt

in the north , the highlands and iſlands, and

foreign parts of the world ; and that theſaid

aſſembly had appointed a committee to receive

in reports from preſbyteries, of the advances
made in the ſubſcriptions for promoting the

foreſaid deſign, and to act and manage in that

matter, under the inſpection and by the direc
tion of the foreſaid commiſſion : And the

ge

neral aſſembly having heard the report of the
faid commiſſion, that there are now very con

ſiderable advances made in the ſaid ſubſcrip

tions : And her Majeſty having, by her royal

proclamation, dated the 18th day of Auguſt

laſt bypaſt, with the advice ofher privy coun

cil, approven of, and recommended the fore

faid charitable deſign , and declared her reſo

lution to grant her letters-patent for erecting

the
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the ſubſcribers into a ſociety and corporation

for managing that affair : And the generalaf

ſembly confidering, that theglory ofGod, and

the advancement of the kingdom of Chriſt in

the eternal ſalvation of the immortal fouls of

people, are deeply intereſted in this truly pious

and glorious deſign ; and that the zeal and for

wardneſs of others, both in England and the

United Provinces,incarrying on ſuch a work ,

hath been bleſſed of God with wonderful and

comfortable ſucceſs ; does therefore, with all

earneſtneſs, beſeech and exhort all the people

of this national church , to contribute their beſt

endeavours in their ſtations to proinote this

noble and excellent undertaking; and parti

cularly, that, in zeal for the glory of God,and

in pity and compaſſiontowardmany thouſands

in this church and nation , eſpecially in the

highlands and iſlands, who live in barbarity

and ignorance, andtoward ſo great a part o

the world as is this day perithing for lack of

knowledge, theywould chcarfully embrace

this precious opportunity of honouring the

Lord with their ſubſtance, and making to

themſelves friends of the mammon of unrigh

teouſneſs. And the aſſembly does ſeriouſly re

commend to the miniſters and elders of this

church, to go through their reſpectivepariſhes,

on ſuch days as the ſeveral preſbyteries ſhall

appoint, and receive and collect ſubſcriptions

for, or contributions of money, írom ſuch per

ſons whoſehearts God ſhall inclinethereunto ;

and thatminiſters take occaſion, on a Sabbath

G before
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beforethey begin this work, to read and inti

mate this act from the pulpit to theirreſpective

congregations ; andto exhort, excite, and ſtir

up their people to ſubſcribe or contribute ac

cordingto their ability on this occaſion . And

the aſſembly doeshereby recommend to the

feveral preſbyteries within this church, to be

careful to promote the taking ſubſcriptions,

and making collections, for the end foreſaid ,

within their reſpectivebounds, ſo ſoon as con

veniently can be ; and where pariſhes are va

cant, that they appoint fome of their number

to preach, and intimate this act, andjoin with

the elders of ſuch pariſhes, if any be, or with

ſuch of the heritors or pariſhioners as will aſſiſt,

in taking ſubſcriptions and making collections

as is above expreſſed ; and that the ſeveral

preſbyteries do, without delay, call for and

take in reports from all the miniſters within

their bounds, containing a particular account

of the ſubſcribers, and ſums ſubſcribed for, and

money collected in each pariſh , and ſend an

extract thereof, ſubſcribed by the moderator

and clerk, to the clerk of the commiſſion of

this aſſembly ; and thereafter, upon advertiſe

ment fromthe faid commiffion, ſend in the

principal ſubſcriptions and money collected, to

be delivered to any perſon whom the ſociety

for propagating Chriſtian knowledge, when

conſtituted , ſhall appoint to receive the ſame,

upon his receipt thereof. And the general af

ſembly does hereby inſtruct and impower their

commiſſion to be appointed by them , to pro

mote
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mote by all proper meansthe foreſaid glorious

deſign of propagating Chriſtian knowledge ;

and appoints the agents of the church, to dif

patch printed copies of this act to all the preſ
byteries of this church for the ends foreſaid .

The gentlemen mentioned went ſtill a ſtep

further in their deſign of eſtabliſhing this ſo

ciety. Having procured ſubſcriptions to the ex

tent of L. 1000 Sterling, they again addreſſed

her Majeſty Queen Anne, to grant her letters

patent, erecting the ſubſcribers into a fociety.

HerMajeſty complied, and the patent was

granted in the following terms.

ANNE, bythe grace of God, Queen of
Great Britain, France, and Ireland, de

fender of the faith : To all good people to

whoſe knowledge theſe preſents ſhall come,

greeting. Foraſmuchas we underſtanding the

charitable inclinations of many of our ſubjects,

for raiſing a voluntary contribution towards the

further promoting Chriſtian knowledge, and

the increaſe of piety and virtue, within Scotland,

eſpecially in the highlands, iſlands, and re

mote corners thereof, where error, idolatry,

ſuperſtition, and ignorance, do moſtly abound,

by reaſon of the largeneſs of parishes and ſcar

city of ſchools, and for propagating the ſame

in Popiſh and infidel parts of the world : And

we having, by our royal proclamation, dated

the eighteenth day of Auguſt, one thouſand

ſeven hundred and nine, with the advice of

G 2 our
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our privy council, approven of, and recom

mended the foreſaid charitable deſign, and de

clared our reſolution to grant theſe our letters

patent for erecting the ſubſcribers into a ſocie

ty and corporation for managing the ſaid con

tribution : And now finding , that the ſum pro

poſed for beginning this good work is already

ſubſcribed for ; and we judging, that our

granting theſe our letters-patent for erecting

and ſettling the foreſaid corporation and ſocie

ty, will be highly conducive for accompliſhing

theſe pious ends propoſed, and that many

others will be hereby induced the more chear

fully to extend their charity to the uſe foreſaid :

And alſo we conſidering, that the ſubſcribers

to this undertaking are diffuſed in ſeveral coun

ties and remote places, ſo that it is not eaſy for
them to nominate and elect the members

which ſuch a corporation ought to conſiſt of,

did, by our foreſaid proclamation, judge it
convenient, that the firſt nomination of the

members of the ſaid ſociety ſhould be made by

the Lord Preſident, and other Lords of our

Council and Seſſion in Scotland, out of the ſub

ſcribers : And now the ſubſcribers, in compli

ance with our judgment, fignified in the ſaid

proclamation , having requeſted, that the ſaid
nomination ſhould be in manner before and

after mentioned : Therefore, and for the bet

ter and more orderly carrying on this good de

ſign, we have willed, allowed , confirmed ,

and eſtabliſhed ; likeas, by theſe preſents, we

allow, confirm, and eſtabliſh the foreſaid power

and
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and right of the firſt nomination in the perſons

of the ſaid Lord Preſident, and other Lords of

Council and Seſſion in Scotland : And further,

we do make, conſtitute, appoint, and ordain

the perſons to be named out of the ſubſcri

bers and contributers, by the ſaid Lord Preſi

dent and other Lords of Seſſion , (and which

nomination is hereby ordained to be recorded,

with theſe preſents, in the regiſters of our

chancellary in Scotland ), to be an incorpora

tion , ſociety, and body- politic, by the name

of THE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND

FOR PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN

KNOWLEDGE : likeas we, for ourſelf,

.and our royal fucceffors, by theſe preſents, do

make, conſtitute, appoint, ordain, and declare

the perſons to be named by the ſaid Lords of

Seffion, and recorded herewith in manner fore

ſaid , and their ſucceſſors to be elected in man

ner after mentioned, to be a legal ſociety and

corporation ; and grants unto them full power

to receive ſubſcriptions, mortifications, dona

tions, legacies, ſums of money , lands, goods,
and gear ; and therewith to erect and maintain

ſchools, to teach to read , eſpecially the holy

ſcriptures, and other good and pious books ;

as alſo to teach writing, arithmetic, and ſuch

like degrees of knowledge, in the highlands,

iſlands, and remote corners of Scotland, and

in other parts above mentioned ; and to

uſe ſuch means for inſtructing the people in

the Chriſtian Reformed Proteſtant religion, as

may be competent : And which ſociety are

hereby
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hereby ordained to have a general meeting of

the members thereof, quarterly, at Edinburgh,

in the town's hall, the firſt Thurſdays of fa

nuary, March, June, and November, yearly, in

all time coming, at three of the clock in the

afternoon, and oftener, when and where the

ſociety ſhall think meet : and any nine of the

members of the ſaid ſociety, who ſhall con

vene at the ſaid time and place, are hereby de

clared to be a quorum of the ſaid general

meeting; but ſtill reſerving to the ſaid Lords

of Seſſion , upon application of the ſaid ſocie

ty, a power to alter the quorum as ſhall be

found needful. And the ſociety, at their firſt

general meeting, are, by a plurality of voices,

to elect one of their number to be preſident

thereof ; as alſo a treaſurer, a ſecretary, or

clerk, one or moe, and other officers and fer

vants, as they ſhall find needful, to continue

till the firſt Thurſday of January next thereaf

ter, or until others be choſen to ſucceed them ;

and upon the firſt Thurſday of January yearly,

in all time coming, (and in caſe of any extra

ordinary emergent ſtopping them from meet

ing that day, the next meeting thereafter ), the

foreſaid general meeting is appointed to make

a new election of perſonsto ſerve in theſe of

fices, or continue the former, as ſhall be

thought moſt convenient ; and the preſident

at the time of their election , is hereby im

powered to adminiſtrate an oath defideli admi

niſtratione officii to the clerk, and thereafter the

clerk to adminiſter the like oath to the preſi

dent,
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dent, and then the preſident is to adminiſter

the fame oath de fideli adminiſtratione officii to

each of the reſt, before they act in their re

ſpective offices. And further, we, by theſe

preſents, do fully impower and authoriſe the

foreſaid ſociety, at any of their quarterly meet

ings in time coming, to aſſume into their

number and ſociety ſuch of the ſubſcribers or

contributers (being Proteſtants) as they ſhall

judge fit and qualified for aſſiſting to carry on

this deſign . And likewiſe the faid general

meeting are hereby impowered and ordained,

at their firſt meeting yearly , to nominate fif

teen of their number to be a committee, to

meet at Edinburgh the firſt Thurſday of each

month, and oftener as need requires, in ſuch

places 'as ſhall be agreed upon by the general

meeting ; and the ſaid committee, or any
three

of them, at the uſual time and place of meet

ing, are to proſecute the orders of the general

meeting, audite the treaſurer's accounts, and

ripen and prepare overtures and matters ; and

this committee to continue for one year ; but

to lay an account of their whole tranſactions

and management before the general meetings

quarterly. And further, the general meetings

are hereby impowered, as they ſhall ſee cauſe,

to nominate fit perſons in any places ofour do

minions, or elſewhere, for receiving ſubſcrip

tions, money, or other things contributed to

wards the foreſaid deſign, and to tranſmit ac

counts thereof to the committee at Edinburgh,

or the general meeting ; and alſo , for laying

out
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out ſuch ſums as they ſhall be intruſted with ,

and ordered by the ſociety to lay out; and for

inquiring concerning the faithfulneſs, diligence,

and ſucceſs of the perfons employed upon the

foreſaid fund ; and for keeping a correſpon

dence with the committee at Edinburgh about

theſe particulars, and what elſe concerns the

foreſaid ſociety. And further, the foreſaid ſo

ciety is hereby declared to be able and capable,

in law, to purchaſe and enjoy lands, tene

ments, rents, tacks, liberties, privileges, and

juriſdictions, in fee and perpetuity, not exceed

ing the yearly value of two thouſand pounds

Sterling, and all other moveable eſtates, debts,

ſumsof money, goods and gear whatſoever ;

and the rents, revenues, annualrents, and pro

fits of the capital ſtock, to expend, ware out,

and beſtow , for the ſupport and maintenance

of the ſaid pious deſign for propagating the

knowledge of Chriſt, erecting and maintain

ing ſchools, and other pious uſes above men

tioned , as the foreſaid ſociety ſhall ſee cauſe .

Likeas, we, by theſe preſents, declare this ſo

ciety, by the name forefaid, able and capable,

by themſelves, or their procurators or attorneys

in their name, to profecute, purſue, and de

fend, in all courts and places, before whatſo

ever judge or judges competent, all and ſun

dry actions, cauſes, proceſſes, and pleas, of

what kind and nature ſoever the ſame be, and

all and fundry other matters and things to do,

in as full and ample form and manner as any

others our ſubjects of our realm of Great Bri

tain,
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tain, or any other ſociety, corporation, or body

politic within the ſaid realm , can do in any

ſort : and grants and allows, that the foreſaid

ſociety ſhall, and mayhave a common ſeal ;

and that it ſhall be lawful for them, and their

ſucceſſors, to change, break, alter, and make

new the ſaid ſeal at their pleaſure. And we

grant unto the foreſaid ſociety, at their quar

terly meetings in all time coming, and at no o

ther meetings, full power to make ſuch rules

and ordinances, and to alter the ſame, as they

ſhall fee moſt convenient and needful for the

better government of the ſaid ſociety, and ma

nagement of the affairs thereof, and the more

effectual promoting of theforeſaid deſign ; and

to give ſuch inſtructions, directions, orders, and

encouragements , to thoſe they employ, as they

ſhall judge needful and reaſonable : and we

ordain the fame to be obſerved by all concern

ed, under the penalties therein impoſed and en

acted ; providing always the ſaid rules, ordi

nances, inſtructions, and directions, be agree

able, and no wiſe contrary to the laws and con

ftitutions of Scotland in church and ſtate, pre

ſently in force. And we judging it of great

import toward the right carrying on of this ſo

Chriſtian and religious a work, that ſuch as

ſhall be employed upon this fund, as teachers

in any capacity, be men of piety, loyalty, pru

dence, gravity, competentknowledge and li

terature, and other Chriſtian and neceſſary

qualifications ſuited to their reſpective ſtations;

do therefore peremptorily require and injoin
HН the

1
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the ſeveral preſbyteries, within whoſe bounds

ſuch perſons have, for the moſt part, had their

ordinary reſidence, and other ſuperior judica

tures of the church of Scotland, to make exact

inquiry into their manner of life and conver

ſation, and ſtrictly to try and examine their

other qualifications above expreſſed, as the fore

faid laws and conſtitutions of Scotland do
pre

ſcribe, before they be entered to ſuch a work :

And we will and command, that none be

employed in theſe capacities by this ſociety, up

on the fund - above mentioned, but ſuch who,

being ſo tried and examined, ſhall be certified

and atteſted to them by the forefaid church

judicatures . And further, we grant power to

the ſaid ſociety, That upon the death of any

of their number, or of their preſident, trea

furer, ſecretary, or other officers or ſervants ;

their maleverſing, or not attending in

their reſpective ſtations, and their removal up

on theſe, or any other juſt and neceſſary ac

counts ; in either of theſe caſes, the general

meeting may chuſe others to ſucceed, and al

ſo impoſe and exact fines, not exceeding ten

pounds Sterling , for maleverſation, beſide da

mages to the ſociety and others concerned, and

ten ſhillings Sterling for each abſence from

their ſtations without a relevant excuſe, of

which the ſaid ſociety are to be judges. And

we ordain and appoint, That the books of the

ſaid ſociety be patent and open, that all and

every one of the ſubſcribers, their heirs and

fucceffors, may have acceſs to ſee what ſums

of

or upon
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of money are received by the ſociety from time

to time, and how the ſame have been laid out,

by virtue of theſe preſents, or any authority

hereby given , and to underſtand the manage

ment and diſpoſition of the revenues of the

ſaid ſociety, and be ſatisfied with the ſame;

and in caſe of miſapplication , any of the ſub

fcribers, or their aforeſaids, are hereby allow

ed and impowered to purſue and proſecute

thoſe guilty of the fame, before any judge or

judges competent. It is always hereby provi

ded and declared, That it ſhall not be lawful

to the ſaid ſociety, or managers, to diminiſh

the capital ſtock that is , or ſhall be ſubſcribed

for, or mortified ; but only to apply the rents,

annualrents, profits , and emoluments ariſing

from the fame, without prejudice always to

them to uplift and employ the ſums to be rai
ſed from the ſubſcribers as ſhall be found re

quiſite. And we do hereby will, command,

and require all magiſtrates, judges, and officers

of the law within our dominions , and others

our good ſubjects in their reſpective ſtations,

to give all proper and needful aſſiſtance and

encouragement to the ſaid ſociety, and thoſe

employed and intruſted by them , in all matters

and cauſes tending to thefurtherance of this

pious deſign ; andthat at all times, and upon all

occaſions,when requiredthereto, as they will be

anſwerable to us . And, laſtly, we declareand

ordain, That theſe our letters-patent and char
ter, or any authentic extract thereof, ſhall be

H 2 good,

.
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good, firm , valid , and effectual in law , ac

cording to our royal intentions herein expreff

ed, to all intents and purpoſes. And impowers

the Lord Preſident of the Seffion in Scotland,

to cauſe timeous advertiſement be given to the

members of the ſaid ſociety, to convene the

firſt Thurſday of January, March, June, or

November, that ſhall be thirty days after the

date hereof, at Edinburgh, in the ſaid town's

hall , or where he ſhall think moſt convenient

in that city, at three of the clock in the after

noon : And the ſaid ſociety are hereby im

powered to cauſe public notifications to be made

of this charter, and the powers hereby grant

ed, with what they do upon the fame, from

time to time, in ſuch manner as they ſhall

think moſt conducive to the furtherance of the

faid deſign. In teſtimony whereof, we have

ordained our ſeal, appointed by the treaty of

union to be kept anduſed in place of the great

ſeal of Scotland, to be hereto appended, at our

court at St James's, the twenty -fifth day of

May 1709 years, and of our reign the eighth

year.

In conſequence of this original patent, the
firſt nomination of members was, upon the

9th day of July 1709, made by the Lord

Preſident, and other Lords of Seffion, out of

the liſt of original contributors. This firſt
liſt of members conſiſted of eighty -two per

ſons , viz . nine peers and ſeventy-three com

moners ; and their firſt general meeting was
held
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held at Edinburgh the 3d of November follow

ing, at which were preſent fifty -eight mem

bers ; when they elected their committee of

directors, and other officers proper for mana

ging the affairs of the ſociety , and unanimouſ

ly agreed to preſent an addreſs of thanks to her

Majeſty Queen Anne, for the favour and coun

tenance ſhe had ſhewn them .

Names are not always the beſt recommen

dation to things ; yet it would be injuſtice to

the perſons whoinſtituted this ſociety, not to

tranſmit ſome of their names to poſterity .

We ſhall therefore tranſmit the following, viz.

The Dukes of Athol and Roxburgh, William

Marquis of Lothian, David Earl of Buchan ,

Thomas Earl of Haddington, James Earl of

Findlater , David Earl of Glaſgow, Charles

Earl of Hopeton, Archibald Earl of Ilay, Alex

ander Lord Polworth, Lord William Hay, Lord

Charles Kerr, Lord Preſident of the Seſſion ,

Lord Chief Baron Smith, Sir David Dalrym

ple, her Majeſty's Advocate, Adam Cockburn

of Ormiſton, Lord Juſtice -Clerk .The fol

lowing Lords of Seſſion, viz . Lords Arniſton,

Grange, Cullen, Pancaitland, Fountainhall, Pol

lock, Forglen, Newhall, Polton, Dun, and Roy

fton ; Sir James Campbell, Sir Gilbert Elliot, Sir

John Clerk, Sir Robert Sinclair, Sir James Ju

ſtice, Sir James Stewart, Sir George Warrender,

and Sir James Smollet, Colonel John Erſkine

ofCarnock, and William Maxwell of Cardineſs.

--Theſe were ſome of the principal perſons

who
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who were the original members of this focie

ty ; and theſe perſons, joined with ſeveral of

the Reverend miniſters, and other gentlemen

noted for their attachment to the revolution

ſettlement, compoſed the firſt general meet

ing of this ſociety, and laid the form and plan

of its after procedure.

By the above ſteps it was, that the ſociety

in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian know

ledge was conſtituted. The deſign was puré,

generous, and diſintereſted.— Heaven accor

dingly ſmiled upon it, and bleſſed it with con
fiderable ſucceſs.

Soon after its inſtitution , rules of ma

nagement were framed for directing every ma

terial point with regard to buſineſs; and theſe

rules having been improved by time, and the

experience of half a century, are now render

ed very complete.It is unneceſſary, and in

deed impoſſible, in this place, to repeat theſe

rules ; it will be ſufficient to mention a few . .

With regard to the admiſſion of members,

no perſon can be aſſumed to be ſuch, unleſs

he is a donor ; one of a ſober and religious

life, zealouſly concerned for the ſucceſs of the

deſign , a ſincere Proteſtant, and one firmly

attached to his Majeſty King George, and the

Proteſtant ſucceſſion in his family, without re

gard to ſmaller differences.

WITH
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With regard to the ſociety's funds, they

are put under the immediate management of

fifteen members, called the annual committee of

directors. Theſe gentlemen meet at the ſocie

ty -hall upon the firſt Thurſday of every month ,,

and oftener if occaſion requires. - At every

meeting their proceedings are minuted in a fé

parate record,a ſummary whereof is reported

to the general meetings , which are held quar

terly. They are elected annually, and at leaſt

five of them muſt be ſuch as were not on the

committee the immediate preceding year.

Their firſt meeting is held on the firſt Thurſ

day of January ; and at this meeting they chuſe

one of their number to be their preſes for the

whole year ; they alſo, for the better diſpatch

of their buſineſs, divide themſelves into three

fub - committees, viz. one for managing mat

ters of law, one for examining theaccounts,

and the third for what concerns the fociety's

ſchools and foreign correſpondence. This

committee has powers to erect ſchools, grant

commiſſions to teachers, tranſport them from

place to place, augment or diminiſh their

ſalaries, ſuſpend or deprive them as they fee

cauſe, and, in general , to regulate their con

duct in every reſpect. It is their duty to take

care, that the ſociety's ſtock be kept entire,

and not incroached upon by the annual ex

pence ; and that no more be expended than

the yearly revenue, and ſuch donations as are

not deſigned by the donors to be added to the

ſtock . They read over the inventary of the

ſociety's
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fociety's bonds and ſecurities four times every

year, viz . upon the laſt Thurſdays of Novem

ber and January, and upon the firſt Thurſdays

of March and July; and at theſe meetings

theygive their opinion by ballot, whether thoſe

bonds be good and ſhould continue, or whe

ther the ſums thereby due ſhould be uplift

ed.— The fociety's accounts of every nature,

after being reviſed and examined by the ſub

committee, comptroller, and accountant, are

reported to the general committee, and ſub

jected to their review , and ſuch orders given

about them as they judge right. — By them

warrants are iſſued to the treaſurerfor lending

ofmoney ; and to every ſuch warrant, grant

ed at an occaſional meeting, five membersmuſt

agree as to the ſecurity for the loan , elſe no

loan can be made ; and by a late regulation, all

loans are made by ballot, in which the mem

bers muſt be unanimous.They are likewiſe

to receive, from the ſeveral preſbyteries and

correſpondents, reports of the viſitors of the

charity -ſchools, which are made annually ; an

abſtract whereof is read to the general meeting

yearly in March.

ز

With regard to the treaſurer, he is obliged

to attend every meeting; —to give bond, with

ſureties, for his intromiſſions with the ſociety's

effects ;—to charge himſelf in his accounts

with all the donations, and other revenues of

the ſociety, which he receives from time to

time ;-to diſcharge himſelf with all proper

outgivings
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outgivings for or on account of the ſociety, ac
cording as he makes them , and to report the

balance quarterly to the committee.-An ab

ſtract of the ſociety's ſtock lying at intereſt,

with the amount of the intereſt reſting, is an

nually inſerted in two inventary -books, one

copywhereof is given to the treaſurer to guide

him during the current year.

THE clerk and bookholder are ordained to

give due attendance at the meetings of the ſo

ciety.The clerk is bound to record their

proceedings in a book kept for that purpoſe ;

to be careful in receiving and anſwering letters

directed to the ſociety ;- and in preſerving the

warrants of the record in
proper order. The

bookholder is bound to make out the treaſu

rer's accounts, at ſight and by direction of the

accountant ;- to make up annually a liſt of

the ſociety's bonds and rights in ſecurity ;-to

aſſiſt the treaſurer to levy the ſociety'sannual

rents ; --- and to manage all ſuits in which the

ſociety has any intereſt.

The bookſeller is ordained to furniſh books

proper for the ſociety's ſchools, at certain low

prices, particularly condeſcended on, viz .

Common Bibles, New Teſtaments, Proverbs,

Catechiſms, Vincent's catechiſm, Guthrie's

Trial , & c.— with copy -books, and books for

muſic. Theſe he is appointed to pack up

proper manner, and is at the whole trouble of

fending them to the places deſigned, according
I

in a

as
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as he receives orders from the committee or

ſub -committee. Theſe books are diſtributed

to ſuch whoſe parents are certified, by the

ſchoolmaſters, to be unable to buy them .

With regard to donations, it is ordained,

That an alphabetical record of them ſhall be

carefully kept ; as alſo, a general ledger, for

the greater regularity and diſtinctneſs, which

contains the ſtock -account, the caſh - account,

an account for each ſchoolmaſter, and a gene

ral account of charges.-- So that, in the ge

neral , the directors think themſelves at liberty

to aver, That no books whatever are kept with

more fidelity and care, than are thoſe of this

ſociety, fo far as their affairs will pofſibly al

low .--- They have hitherto given general ſatiſ

faction to every inquirer, and they are ſtill

open .—The things which this ſociety does,

are not done in a corner.

The rules for the conduct of the ſociety's

ſchoolmaſters are many and various, amplified

and extended as circumſtances occur.Their

qualifications are to be certified on trial before

that preſbytery where they are to be placed.

The certificate bears, that the candidate is a

perſon well known to the preſbytery, of whoſe

piety, loyalty, and prudence, they are ſatisfied ;

that he underſtands the principles of the Pro

teſtant religion , writing, and arithmetic ; that

they judge him well-affected to the preſent

government, and in every reſpect qualified for
the
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the office of ſchoolmaſter. Before any
ſchool

maſter is employed, he muſt produce a certi

ficate of his having taken the oathsto the go

vernment.Their duty is , to inſtruct their

ſcholars in the principles of the Chriſtian Re

formed religion ;-to direct their morals, and

to train them up in the ſocial virtues ;-to teach

them writing and orthography, arithmetic, and

church -muſic, but no Latin ;-to report thoſe

who abſent to the viſitors ;-to tranſmit lists of

their ſcholars names annually, with the time

of their entry, the time of their departure, and

degree of proficiency ;-to.worſhip God every

day and every night, and to take care that the

ſcholars attend public worſhip on the Lord's

day. They are likewiſe to teach their ſcho

lars to tranſlate the Iriſh language into Engliſh ,

and to ſpeak the Engliſh .-— They are not al

lowed to ſerve by a ſubſtitute ; nor their

ſchools to vaik more than twenty days ; and

no falary is paid to them, without proper cer

tificatesof their ſervice, and reports made by

the viſitors.-- If theſe are made, the ſalaries

are paid twice in the year.

For many reaſons the fociety reſerve to

themſelves the power of removing their ſchools

from place to place as they ſee proper ; in do

ing of which they are particularly careful not

to place or keep their fchools too near any pa

rochial ſchools, left the one might hinder the

ſucceſs of the other. At the ſame time, as law

appoints a parochial ſchool to be ſet up , and
maintainedI 2
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maintained by the heritors in every pariſh, the

ſociety, in order to fpur the heritorsto a thing

ſo beneficial, refuſe to plant any of their ſchools,

except inthoſe pariſhes where the heritors, by

obeying the law , render themſelves worthy of
the favour.

The ſociety being further deſirous to en
courage ſuch of their

poor
ſcholars who may

be found of more than common genius,

and that out of theſe
proper ſchoolmaſters may

be had, and that in the mean time they may

affiſt ſuch maſters where ſchools are numerous ,

have reſolved, upon proper certificates, that

they are unable to attend the ſchools without

ſome aſſiſtance for living, to give them a very

finall allowance of one penny Sterling a -day

for the two firſt years, and a penny halfpenny

Sterling a-day for the third year, with a ſuit

of cloaths and a pair of ſhoes.

The ſociety, in virtue of the powers grant

ed to them by the letters- patent, have granted

commiſſion to certain gentlemen at London,

for receiving ſubſcriptions, money, &c. for

behoof of the ſociety ; every contributer to

the extent of ten pounds Sterling, being inti

tled to that privilege. They are impowered to

elect proper officers, and to correſpond quar

terly with the ſociety at Edinburgh.Any five

of them are appointed to be a quorum.

These are ſome of the moſt weighty and

moſt
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moſt material of the ſociety's regulations, and

by theſe the world may judge of the reſt.

Experience has ſhown, that they are well

adapted to anſwer the deſign intended ; and

daily as new circumſtances occur, new alte

rations are made in them, and made for the

better.

When this ſociety was firſt erected, the

condition of the inhabitants of the highlands

and iſlands of Scotland was extremely melan

choly. In the more remote corners, the only

religion was Popery ; and even in the counties

leſsremote, ignorance prevailed greatly .It

was not to be imagined, that, during the

reigns of the royal brothers, Charles II. and

James VII. any proper endeavours ſhould be

uſed for the reformation of the highlands, or

inſtructing them in the tenets of the true reli

gion.— If Charles had no religion at all, James's

religion was Popery ; and from the hiſtory of

thoſe reigns, it appears, that attempts were

made, which proved too ſucceſsful, to retain

the highlanders in their former errors, wild

neſs, and barbarity.

Their condition, therefore, was in every

reſpectforlorn .-- It was, in the firit place, a

ſtate of ignorance of religion ; it was, in the

ſecond place, a ſtate of idleneſs and falfe liber

ty ; and, in the third place, it was a ſtate of

diſaffection to the revolution - ſettlement, and

our happy conſtitution in church and ſtate
add

;
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add to this, that thoſe very affiduous creatures

the Romiſh prieſts, who compaſs ſea and land

to gain one profelyte, ceaſed not, by all the arts

which zeal and bigotry could ſuggeſt, to ſo

licit their adherence to their former prejudices,

to the errors of Popery, and falſe principles of

government.

With a deſign to remedy theſe evils did this

ſociety ſet out, with the ſame deſign it goes

on, and in this deſign, it is hoped , that, in

time, it will happily ſucceed . The method

followed has been that of erecting ſchools in

the different corners ofthe highlands and iſlands

of Scotland, and thereby to pave the way for

the inſtruction and reformation of the inhabi

tants.---- Advances in this way towards refor

ination would indeed be gentle and unpercei

ved ; but nevertheleſs they would be certain .

They might be ſlow , but they would be ſure,

Andtherefore it is nojuſt objection to the fuc

ceſs of this ſociety's endeavours, that, though

erected in the year 1709 , a rebellion in fa

vour of a Popiſh pretender followed in the

year 1715 , or that another more daring at

tempt happened in the 1745.- It is true, more

might have been expected from forty years en

deavours than from fix : and accordingly, in

fact, the principal movers of the laſt rebellion

came from theremoteſt corners of the high

lands, where the ſociety's influence had ſcarce

ly reached ; and even ſuch of the common

people as engaged in it, were forced to do
fo
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ſo by many threatening meaſures.--But, at any

rate , theſe rebellions ſhow the neceſſity of ha

ving the highlanders reformed one way or

other ; and it is believed, that no method hi

therto propoſed, either is or can be fo effectual

for this purpoſe as that uſed by this ſociety.

To prove this, the world need only be in

formed , that the number of ſchools maintain

ed by this ſociety in the highlands and iſlands

of Scotland, for the year from November 1756

to November laſt, was no leſs than 167, at

which are educated no fewer than 5843 chil

dren of both ſexes ; and this year they have

added conſiderably to the number of their

ſchools. The manner of their education has

been already noticed . They are inſtructed in

reading, writing, and arithmetic ; and more

eſpeciallyin the principles of the Chriſtian re

ligion ; than which nothing ſerves better to

form men to be fit members of ſociety . - It

melts them dow.n into votaries of peace,
and

things that make for it. — Chriſtianity is a ſo

cial religion ; it recommends the practice of
every public, as well as private virtue ; and

though it is poſſible for a perſon to be a tole

rable member of ſociety without being a Chri

ſtian, yet he is no Chriſtian who does not

make agood member of ſociety.

· Popery , on the other hand , is a rough and

narrow ſcheme, ſo little calculatedfor the good

of mankind, that it breathes the reverſe.

This



[ 74 ]

This it does in every country , but in Britain it

does even more ; it is totally inconſiſtent either

with the peace or proſperityof the kingdom.

Sure then the beſt method to perpetuate both , is

to do every thing poſſible to detach our coun

trymen from an error ſo extremely pernicious.

IN
many of thoſe places where the ſociety's

ſchools are ſettled, the pariſhes are from twen

ty to thirty miles long, and ten or twelve miles

broad. The face of the country is generally

rough, loaded with high mountains , and di

vided by deep lakes and rapid rivers ; theſe

things make travelling difficult, in ſome

places impoſſible, and render it impracticable

for one miniſter rightly to exerciſe his office

among the inhabitants, or to inſtruct them in

any tolerable degree in the principles of Chri

ſtianity .The pariſh - church is at ſuch a vaſt

diſtance, that it is impoſſible for the inhabi

tants, by their attendance there, to enjoy the

ordinary means of inſtruction .

To the praiſe of the Britiſh legiſlature, and

tothe praiſe of that Noble perſon Lord Chan

cellor Hardwicke, it muſt not be omitted , that

fome late ſtatutesappear to the higheſt degree

conducive towards the reformationof the high

lands. The act aboliſhing the heritable juriſdic

tions, the act aboliſhing wardholdings, and

the act annexing certain forfeited eſtates to his

Majeſty for the uſe of the public, muſt ever

be mentioned with the higheſt honour and

warmeſt
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warmeſt gratitude to thoſe who planned and

conducted them ; and the ſociety are firmly

perſuaded they will in time produce the moſt

happy effects, and anſwer all the good ends

propoſed by them .They go hand in hand

with the endeavours of this ſociety, and re

move difficulties which otherwiſe had been in

ſurmountable.

From the year 1709, downwards to the

year1738, the ſociety in Scotland for
propa

gating Chriſtian knowledge went upon
the

footing of their firſt patent ; but in that year

they applied for a ſecond. They got it , tothis

effect : “ His Majeſty thereby ratifies and con

“ firms the original patent before recited, and

“ alſo further impowers and authoriſes the ſo

ciety, by all lawful means, and according to

$ c rules to be by them eſtabliſhed, to cauſe

“ ſuch children as they ſhall think fit, be in

“ ſtructed and bred up in huſbandry and

houſewifery , or trade and manufacture, as

they ſhould think proper, at ſuch places,

« and in ſuch manner, as to them and their

“ directors for the time being ſhall ſeem the

“ moſt practicable and expedient, ” ☺c.

In conſequence of this patent, the ſociety

have from time to time , and by various me

thods, endeavoured to introduce induſtry into

the highlands ; they have ſet up ſeveral ſchools

for teaching young perſons, not only to read

and write,but to be artiſts, manufacturers,

K and
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and tradeſmen ; and they hope, that, from be

ginnings like theſe, happy effects will follow .

PARTICULARLY, in confequence of a mor

tification made them by fohn Raining of Nor

wich, deceaſed, they are erecting, at the town

of Inverneſs, a large ſchoolhouſe , to be under

the direction of two maſters, at which chil

dren are to be taught, not only reading, wri

ting, and arithmetic, but alſo different branches

of trade and manufacture.

The ſociety are extremely ſenſible, that

their two patents, ſeemingly diſtinct, tend to

promote and eſtabliſh the ſame happy end.

Religion and induſtry are too nearly related to

be long kept aſunder.-- Idleneſs is the bane

and plague of any country and therefore the

ſociety fondly embraces every opportunity to

baniſh it from among us.

Besides the endeavours uſed by the ſocie

ty to promote religion and induſtry in the

highlands of Scotland, they have alſo attempt

ed to promote the ſame in our colonies in A

merica . To this theyTothisthey were encouraged by two

liberal donations, one by Dr Williams of Lon

don, and another by a lady in England, both

of conſiderable ſums; and the firſt attempt

was made in the year 1731. — A-A commiſſion

was granted to threemiffionaries to preach
Chriſtianity to the Indian tribes bordering on

New England.-And in this work they conti
nued

1731
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nued to be employed for ſeveralyears , till,by

letters from Yonathan Belcher ,Eſq; of that pro

vince, the ſociety were informed, that the

miſſion had provedunſucceſsful.- In the year

1736, they fent a miſſionary to the then favou

rite colony of Georgia , and continuedhim there

till the year1742.-But the moſt ſucceſsful

miſſion was undertaken in the 1741, to the In

dians bordering on New York and Penſylvania.

Among theſe favages, the ſociety chearful

ly reſolved to maintain two miſſionaries, and

ſent their commiſſion to ſeveral miniſters

and gentlemen of that place to act as corre

ſpondents, and to ſuperintend the affairs of the

miſſion .

V

WHAT has been the ſucceſs of theſe endeam

vours, and how much the great author of

Chriſtianity has been pleaſed to bleſs them, the

world wasacquainted by the publication of the

Reverend MrBrainard's journals, under the

eye of the late worthy Dr Doddridge, andby

him dedicated to the ſociety . It is true that

Mr David Brainard is ſince dead ; but his bro

ther Mr John Brainard has ſucceeded , and

under him the miſſion ſtill proceeds with zeal

ز

and ſpirit.

The difficulties of the undertaking are pro

digious.—The Indians have not the know

ledge of the true God, nor any mode of wor

ſhip . They are ſcattered in ſmall tribes over

K 2 the
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the continent of America .- Each tribe has a

different language.They are ſtrangers to a

griculture ; hunting is their chief employ

ment, and they follow their game to a great

diſtance from their ordinary place of abode.

Their towns are, for the moſt part, many

miles diſtant from each other ; and the neareſt

of them fome 100 miles from the American

Thore. - But great as theſe difficulties are , the

experience of late years has demonſtrated the

neceſſity of attempting to civilize theſe Indians,

and to ſecure their favour to the Britiſh inter

eſt. This ſeems beſt calculated, in a conſiſt

ency with the genius and ſpiritof the Britiſh

government, to preſerveand increaſe the in

land trade of our colonies, and to balance the

formidable and growing power of France in

NorthAmerica.

It is therefore of the greateſt importance to

Britain, even on the ſcore of human policy

alone, thatall poffible endeavours ſhould be

uſed for the converſion of the Indians, and for

bringing them to live in a regular way , with
fixed habitations and farms ; a difficulty very

great, though not inſurmountable.

AMONG other difficulties attending the

miffion among the Indians, it has been already

obſerved, that their living in ſmall villages , de

tached and ſcattered through the wilderneſs,

is one of the greateſt ; and therefore it has

long been one of the chief views of this focie

ty ,
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ty , to bring them to dwell more together in

fixed and populous habitations ; and to this

purpoſe ſeveral attempts have been made. Be

fides, as the Chriſtian Indians were often ha

raſſed by their Heathen neighbours, the ſocie

ty were longin queſt of ſome method to guard

and protectthem.

With a view to this in particular, the fo

ciety's correſpondents at New Yorkdid, in the

year 1756, acquaint the ſociety of their inten

tion to purchaſe a tract of land in the Indian

country, where a miſſion might be ſettled :

« But” ( ſo writes theReverend Mr Aaron

Burr to the Marquis of Lothian , Preſes of

this ſociety ) as the preſent warrenders this

impracticable, wehave therefore lately fix

« ed on a tract in this province, very commo

“ dious for the Indians, where they will be

« free from danger, and may leave their wives

“ and children while they go to war with us ;

" and where ſuch as are inclined to hear the

goſpel may find a ſafe retreat.-We have a

greed to purchaſe this tract, the title to be

in the ſociety, and to lie for the uſe of the

“ Indians.—The price to be L.450 Sterling .

“ — As all hopes of having a miſſionamong

“ the Indians back in their own country, is at

preſent at an end, we think it of great im

portance , that this ſhould be ſupported, e

ſpecially as there now ſeems a door open
for

carrying it on to better purpoſe than ever ."

-The tract of ground referred to in Mr Burr's

letter,



[ 80 )

T

SE

17

letter, contains at leaſt 3000 acres ; is ſitua

ted between two landings ; the ſoil good,

the one half of it fit to beargood wheat, the

other half to bear rye and Indian corn . It is

well watered and timbered, and has a fine ce

dar ſwamp in it, which is reckoneda very va

luable article. It is one ofthe beſt ſpots for

hunting in all the province, and is commo

dious for fiſhing as welf as hunting .- " Up

“ on the whole,” ( ſays the Reverend Mr

Brainard in his letter to the correſpondents),

“ it is a much better ſpot than ever I expect

" ed to find in theſe parts, and there is the

“ greateſt proſpectof gathering all the Indians

“ that belong to this province, and it is not

unlikely many from the borders of Penſyl

“ vania.- Nothing, I am perſuaded, would

« have a better effect upon the Indians, than

o the
purchaſe of that land . — Theywilltake

« it as a peculiar favour ; it will ſoon be known

“ all over the country, and willſerve not only

sc to attach them to our intereſt in a political

ſenſe, but give them a good opinion of our

religion .”

✓

Moved by theſe repeated and earneſt re

monſtrances, the ſociety reſolved to doevery

thing in their power to carry the project into

execution, and did accordingly communicate

their reſolution to do ſo to the correſpondents

at London ; whoſe unanimous opinion itwas, at

their ſederunt 3d November laſt , “ That the ſo

“ ciety's completing the ſaid purchaſe of lands,
" would
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* would greatly redound to their laſting in

" tereſt and honour, the ſame having an ob

“ vious tendency to advance both the religious

« and civil intereſt of the Britiſh colonies in

« North Ainerica .

** PREMIO

The difficulty was to raiſe the money.

The ſumtobe paid for the purchaſe wasL.450

Sterling, ofwhich the correſpondents in New

York had L. 150 ; ſo that the ſum wanted

from Britain was L. 300.- Various methods

were propoſed ; but none of them being rec

koned probable, the ſociety did chearfully agree

to give the whole ſum , and directed the cor

reſpondents to finiſh the purchaſe, and to e

ſtabliſh the ſettlement in the moſt

expeditious manner ; the right to theground

V to be taken to the ſociety, and to be kept for

proper and

the uſe of the Indians.

Names
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Names of the Perſons appointed to re

ceive BeNEFACTIONS in London

and Edinburgh, for the uſe of this

SOCIETY.

fr

Ir

ir

Ir

r

ai

In London, Claud Johnſton Merchant.

In Edinburgh, James Davidſon of Hal

tree, andJohn Davidſon Writer to the

Signet.
M

FORM of a L E GAC Y.

Item , I give and bequeath the ſum of

to the ſociety in Scotland forpropagating Chri

ſtian knowledge, to be applied ( either to the

purpoſes of thefirſt or ſecond charters, as the do

nor pleaſes.]

Committee of DIRECTORS for

the year 1758 .

James Smollet of Bonhill , Eſq; his Majeſty's

Sheriff -depute for the ſhire of Dumbarton,

and one of the Commiſſaries of Edinburgh,

Preſes.

The Rev. Mr Robert Hamilton, Profeſſor of

Divinity in the college of Edinburgh.
Mr
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Mr Alexander Webſter, Miniſters of Edinburgh.

}
Mr John Erſkine, Miniſter at Culroſs.

Mr Walter Ponton, Miniſter of the Goſpel.

Mr Alexander Tait,

Mr John Ruſſel junior, Clerks to the Signet.

Mr James Graham ,

Mr Alexander Young, Writer in Edinburgh .

Bailie William Tod, Merchants in Edin

MrArchibald Wallace, burg ,

Mr John Paton, Bookſellers in Edinburgh.
Mr John Balfour, )

MrJohn Stevenſon, Profeſſor of Philoſophy in

the College of Edinburgh.

The Moſt Honourable the Marquis of Lothian

is Preſident of the General Court.

The Right Honourable William Grant of Pre

ſtongrange, one of the Senators of the Col

lege of Juſtice, Secretary.

JamesNimmo, Eſq; Caſhier of Exciſe, Comp

troller.

Alexander Chalmers, Accountant,

James Davidſon of Haltree, and Joint

John Davidſon,Writer to the Sig- } furets
.

2

net, ſurers,

William Roſs, Writer in Edinburgh, Clerk.

John Lothian, Bookholder.

James Brown, Bookſeller.

Alexander Coutts, Officer.

ܝ
ܐ

LIST

1



LIST of SCHOOLS

MAINTAINED BY

The Society in Scotland for propagating Chri

ſtian knowledge,

In the year 1757•

Places where the

Schools are ſeto
N°

tled .

Pariſhes. Preſbyteries.

Num

ber of

Sche

lars.

7 Keos

i St Kilda St Kilda

2 Borve Bara

3
Bornih Southuiſt

4 Scariſta Harris

5
Pable Northuiſt

6 Neſs Barvas

Lochs

8 Kilmartine Kilmuir

Burn and Muck

10 Armdale Slait

1 Bracadale Bracadale

12 Fort Auguſtus Bolleſkine

13 Tomnacharrich Kilmanivaig

14 Pitgown Laggan

15 Milton of Ur

Uiſt

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Lewis

Ditto

Sky

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Abertarph

Ditto

Ditto

14

20

26

23

18

26

19

2 L

32

42

76

17

53

9 Cana

Dittoquhart } Glenmoriſton 41

16 Maryburgh Kilmallie

Glenmoriſton

Ditto

Ditto

50

2217 Liviſie

L2
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Numa
Places where the

Schools are ſeto

tled .

Pariſhes.
ber of

Preſbyteries.
No scho

lars.

Abertarph

Gairloch

Ditto

Ditto

54

12

24

30

} Glenelg
Ditto

29

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Mull

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

5

26

7

28

16

16

16

24

17

in Ardnamurcha
Ditto

40

13

32

18 Glenmoriſton Gleninoriſton

19 Inverlael Lochbroom

20 Ullapool Lochbroom

21 Knoydart Glenelg

22 Kirkton of

Glenelg

23
Kintail Kintail

24 Ratagan Glenthiel

25
Auchtihairn Gairloch

26 Lochcarron Lochcarron

27 Torralay Torraſay

28 Strontian Ardnamurchan

29 Mungoftell Morvern

30 Keanvoy Tiree

31 Arroſs in Mull Kilninian

32 Cappachine in 2

Ariſaig

33 Shirgrim Kirkmichael

34
Strath Craignifh

35
Kilbranden Kilbranden

36 Craiganich Leſmore

37
Muckcairn Ardchattan

33 Port Appine Liſmore and

Appine

39 Barnaline Kilchrennan

40
Strone Dunoon

Ditto

42
Garvie Kilmoddan

43 Auchinbreck Ditto

44
Cairndou Lochgoilhead

45 Skipneſs Skipneſs

46 Scalaſaig

Jura

47 Lagg in Jura
Ditto

48 Kildalton in Ilay Ilay

49 Culgaltrue Kilberry

Killean

51 Gurtfarren Drymen

52 | Calneſs Buchanan

Inverary

Ditto

Lorn

Ditto

Ditto

38

16

35

26

}
Ditto

40

26

41 Kerſton 20

Ditto

Dunoon

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Kintyre

Ditto

34

20

44

30

37

14

31

20

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Dumbarton

Ditto

50 Barr 23

61

26

20
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ga

of

Numa
Places where the

Schools are ſet

tled .

Pariſhes.
ber of

N °
Preſbyteries.

Schou

lars.

4

2

4

o

101

24

62

39

40

44

-9

48

26

61

40

34

5 .

26

7

28

6

16

16

24

27

70

30

53
Muirland Luſs

54 Cullintogle Callender

55 Blairvuick Aberfoyle

56 Gartmore Port

57 Loclearn Balquhidder

58 Glenartney Comrie

59
Glenlednock Ditto

60 Gienalmond Monzic

61 Auchtermuthil Muthill

62 Lochearn -End Comrie

63 | Drumchaftle Logierait

64 Orchilmore Mouline

65 Finnart Fortingall

66 Fondynat Logierait

67 Kilchoan Fortingall

68 Pitagown Blair Athol

69 Gairntully Dull

70 Ardeonaig Killin

71 Moriniſh Kenmuir

72 Glenquaich Dull

73 Glenſhee Kirkmichael

74 Folda Glenyla

75 | Drum fork Alyth

76 Glenproffan Clova

77 Glenfarquhar Glenbervie

78 Bellamore Tullich

79
Mill of Coffack Crathie

86 Inverey Kindrochet

81 Inver of Muck Glenmuck

82 Whitſheal Megvie

83 | Balmanocks Kincardine

Neil

84 Blairnamuck Strathdon

85 Shore of Bucky Rathven

86 Portfoy Fordice

87 Ruthven Cairpey

88 Kinnore Huntly

89 Newbigging Gartly

Dumbarton

Dumblane

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Auchterarder

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Dunkeld

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Meegle

Ditto

Forfar

Fordoun

Kincardine

O Neil

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

51

53

60

35

40

41

73

40

6416

35

26

36

63

30

22

} ) 84

20

6

20

4

20

4

35

39

57

90

7 " }
Ditto

52

4

I

0

Alfoord

Fordice

Ditto

Strathbogie

Ditto

Ditto

34

49

85

24

29

3

46
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Num

ber o
Places where the

Schools are ſeto

tled ,

Pariſhes. Prefbyteries.
NO Scho

lars .

Cairney and Strathbogie 44

91
6€Aberlour

Ditto

Abernethy

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Forreſs

24

47

35

32

17

28

35

}
Ditto 26

101

22

16

9

9

208

Auchairn
90

Keith

Badevochil Inneraven

GlenrinneſsLetterlaindach
92

KirkmichaelDelnabo
93

94
Skiradvie Croindale

95 Inverey Duthill

96 Inveruglafs Kinguiſſie

97
Tullich Abernethy

98 Coney Cavill Edinkilly

99 Daugh of the
Ditto

Knock

100 Pitnuiſk Ditto

Tillidivie Ditto

102 Kintifack Dyke

103
Golford Auldearn

104 Raining School Inverneſs

105 Borlum Dores

106 Newton of Leys Croy

107 Knockandow Dallaraſſie

108 Far in Croachie Dunlichity

109 Tynahatnich Dores

110 Fannellan Kiltarlity

Dochfour Inverneſs

112 Kirkhill Kirkhill

113 Glenurquhart Glenurquhart

Druincudden Cullicudden

Milton of 2
Kilearnan

Reidcaſtle

116 Belblair Kilmorack

117
Kinnahard Contane

118 Blairninich Fodderty

119
Arean Urray

120 Tollie Rolokeen

121 Inverchaſley Creich

122 Gruid Lairg

123 Aſhilbeg
Clyne

Kildonnan

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Inverneſs

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

25,

36

28

35

16

Ditto
25

III Ditto

Ditto

Chanonry

Ditto

C
O
N
V
O

114

115

}
IIDitto

Dingwall

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Tain

Dornock

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

31

73

22

23

27

12

18

26

124 | Borible 23
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Places where the

Schools are ſet

tled.

Pariſhes. Preſbyteries.

Num .

ber of

Scho

lars.

N°

9

23

20

30

6

4

7

9

2

-7

28

35

26

20

18

33

14

35

30

36

45

22

16

9

9

28

25

46

Birſay

65

39

36 36

28

125
Philine Allint Dornock

126 Torriſdale Tong Tong

127 | Humlean Duirniſh Ditto

128 Buckies and
Thurſo Caithneſs

Emſter

129
Milton of

Latheron Ditto

Dunbeath

130 Bualcrapig Ditto Ditto

131 Clythes
Ditto Ditto

132 Kirkton Reay
Ditto

133 Quoyſdale
Wick Ditto

134 Blackbridge Ditto Ditto

135 Harpſdale Halkirk Ditto

136 Stroma Canneſby
Ditto

137 Harray Birlay Cairſton

- 138 Sandwick Stromneſs Ditto

139 Greny
Ditto

140 Inglay Ditto Ditto

141
Marwick Ditto Ditto

142 Græmſay Hoy Ditto

143 Hoy in Græmſay Græmſay Ditto

144 Orphire Orphire
Ditto

145
Walls Ditto Ditto

146 Stennels Firth & Stenneſs Ditto

147 Yarpha Dearneſs Kirkwall

148 Oback Evie and Rendal | Ditto

149 Coſtay Ditto Ditto

150 Weſtray Weſtray North Illes

151 Edday Edday Inand Ditto

152 Sanday Croſs & Burneſs Ditto

153
Sorren Rouſay Ditto

154 Uphouſe Walls and
Zetland

Sandneſs

Breſſay Ditto

156 | Laxſobigging
North Delting Ditto

157 Strand Tingwall Ditto

158 Cuningſburgh Dunroflneſs Ditto

Fair Ine Ditto

35

16

35

24

28

21

4125

40

55

52

68

69

42

38

56

Il

31

19

13

43

31

73

22

23

27

12

18

6

23

155 Burra
44

31

22

48

159 Gela 26
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Places where the

Schools are ſet .

tled .

Pariſhes.
NO

Preſbyteries.

and ?
Zetland

Langholme

Jedburgh

160 Whinyeſter Walls

Sandneſs

161 ! Halfmorton Langholme

162 Carlenridge Hawick

163 Dalkeith cha

rity work Dalkeith

houſe

164 Orphan Hoſpital Edinburgh

165 Edin' charity - 7
Ditto

workhouſe

1.66 Pluſcarden Elgine

Dalkeith

Edinburgh

Ditto

Elgine

Total Number of Scholars is

N 1 S.
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