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A
SERIOUS ENQ_UIRY
: ; "INTOTHEl
NATURE andEFFEcrs ofthe STA,GE

HE chder wnll probabdy con)e&ure, and thetcforc, ,

. do readily acknowledge, that what gave occafion bath to

~_ the writing; and publithing the enfuing treatife, was the,

new Tragedy of Douglafy, lately. a@ed in the threatre’-at Edin-
imrgh.‘ .This, nniVCrfalmqnuaMCd. fame fays, is the work:
of  mipifter of the church.of $cotland. . One of; that charadter.
and office emplgying his time in writing. for'the Rage, every bo-
dy wnﬂ allpw, g a very new ahd. exttaordinary event. . In one
tefpect neithet author nor acors have fuffered any thing fromi
this cjrcumdtance s for:doublefs, it gontributed its fhare ip pro-
+ curing that xug upon the ;feprefegsation, ‘whick continped for
feveml days. .. Natural qu;wﬁ&y prompted many to make trial;
whether there Was afty differenae between a play weate by  cler-
gyman; aid one of anofhetiauthar;; And a concerafor the fata
of fuch 4 péifon exciigd.the sesl and:diligence of:friends, to do
all in thejr ;power 19 produré asfull hqufe, that <he lmld adw;-,
tuzer might be tréated with refpectand benowr, L 10 't
...Some teflutiont. df the probytery of Edinburgh fe(’m 10
tbremnf-:hn public. notica wilb hd;taken of ‘this authar and his
M& by theii' fuptxiofs dn the dburehs - Whetber diis will

be carried'ony. and; ikt b, sthethex they will-be dpgiroven o

tenfacedd; saindy i -the-lsftybtai miliat degree, ¥ pretend not to
fasesell,: But,ppe thing is cerming thavie hath begm ahd will-be

the fubjeft: of snuch thoughé dnd convetiation among the laity of -~

* alk ranks, - and shat itimu have u: veey-great influericesdpon the

h‘“"“‘ 7“1!8&%5 mguh; in tlns part-of the nativn.. “That . *

thxs



2 A Sericus Enquiry inte
¢his influence will be for the better, tho’ I refolve to examine
the fubje@ with: all impartiality, I confefs, I fee little ground
to hope. There is no doubt that it will be condemned by the
great plurality of thofe who go by the appellation of the ftri&er
fort, With them, it will bring a great reproach upon the church
of Scotland, as containing one minifter who writes for the fage,
and many who think it no crime to ‘attend the reprefentation.
It is true no other coufequences are to be apprehended from their
difpleafure, than the weakeft of them being provoked to unchri-
fan refentment, or tempted to draw rath and general conclufi-
ons from the conduét of a few to the chara@er of the whole, or
perhaps‘;fmne of them feparating - from the eftablithed church,
none of which effe@s of Jate have been much -cither feared or
fhunned.” However, even upon this adcount, it wetd to be with=
ed, cither that it had never happéndd; ér that it could be fhewn,
to the convi&ion of unprcjndmed mmds that it was a jult and
commendable action..

But, to be fure, the chief danget s, tbat, in cafc it be really
a bad thing, it muft give very great offence; it thé Scripture
fenfe of that word, to thofe who- are moft-apt  to take it, viz.
fuch as-have leaft religion or:nonhe at all.” An offence is-2
flumbling block over which the weak: and unftedfuft are in dam-.
ger of falling’; that'is to fay, It emboldens them o' commit,
and hardens them in the praéticeof fin. Now, if the ftage iz
~ unlawful or dangerous to.& Cheiffian, thofe who azé by.inclinas
tion fo.addifed to it thait iy alregdy difficukt to-convine¢them
of theis ezror, muft.be greatly confirmed.in this| ¢rror, by the
example and countenance of fuch a5 cali chemfelves minifters of
Chrift:- It has'accordingly altesdy odcioned movedifeourfe 2~
mong the gay park of the world in deferice or costmendation of
the fiage than palt; perhaps, for:fome years priceeding ¢his event,

" Nothing therefore can'be more feafonable at- this time,.or rie~ -

ceflary for the.publick goqd; than a &arcful and accurate difiaf
fonof this queﬁ'on, Whether fuppouingaaéeudomihi fage=
Foys
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the: Nature and-Effe&s of the Stage. '.'3

- plays by writing, afting orattendmg them; is :onﬁﬁenf orincon-

“fiftent with the character of a Chriftian. It is to no purpofe to
- confine the' enquiry to thas Whiether a thinifter is not appear-
ing in an improper light, and mifapplying his timi¢ and talents
_-when he dedicates them to the fervice'of the ﬁage ‘That point
.would probably be given up by moft, and thofe who would de-
“my it, do not merit a confutation: But if the matter is refted
here, it will be confidered only as a fmaller mifdemeanour, and
though treated or even condemned as fuch, it will il have the
bad effe&, (upon fappofition of theatrical amufements being
“wrong and finful), of greatly promoting them, tho’ we feem to
be already as much gwca to them as even worldly conﬁdctauons

cwill dlow, ' -

The felf-denying Apolog‘cs common with authors, of their
being fenfible of their unfitnefs for the tafk they undertake, their
doing it to ftir up a better hand, and fo on, T wholly pafs, hav-
ing never read any of them with approbation. Prudence is good,
and I would not willingly lofe fight of it, but zeal and concern
for the glory of God, and faithfulnefs to the foals of othcrs, are
duties equally neceffary in their place, but much more rare.
How far I am fenfible of my own unfitnefs, for treating this fub-
Jje&, and of the reputation that s rifked by attempting it, the
world is not obhgcd to Believe upon my own tefltimony ; but in
whatever degrce it 'be, it is greatly overballanced at prefent by a
view of the declining ftate of religion among us, the ptevalcncc

,of national {ins, and the danger of defolating judgments,

~ It is fome dxfcoufagement in this : attempt that it is very un-
“eertain, ‘whether many of thofe, for whofe fakes it is chiefly in-
tended, and who ftand mioftin need of informiation upon the
ﬁ!bjc&, wiﬂ take the “pains to-look into it. Such a levity of
fpirit prevmls in this age, that very few perfons of fahion will
read.or confider any thing that is written in a grave or ferious .
file. Whoever will look into the monthly catalogucc of hooks
pnbh{hed in-Britain for fome years’ paft, may be convinced of

1 A2 thi
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shis at one glancc. ‘What an.immenfe proportion dg Romances
under the titles of Lives, Advensures, Memoirs, Hiflories, e,
. bear to any other fort of praduétien in this age? Perhaps, therer
fore, it:may be thought that it wounld hawe been more proper to
have gravified the public tafle, by raifing vp foms allggorical

ftruétare, and handling this fubject in the way of wit and hu,

mour ; efpecially, as it {eems to be, a modern principle, that rir
dicule. is the teft of truth, and as there feems to be fo.large a
fund for mirth in the chara@ter of a ftage-playing prieft. But
tho’ I deny not the lawfulnefs of. ufing ridicule in fome cafes,
or even its -propricty here, yet I am far from thinking.it is the
;eQ-Bf truth, It fcc;ﬁs to be more praper for corretion than for
inftrucion, and, tho’ it be fit enough to whip an offender, it is
not unufual nor unfuitable, firft to expoﬂulate a listle with bim,
and thew hxm that he deferves it. Beﬁdes, every man’s talent
is not_equally fit for it, and indeed, now. the matter feems 1g
have been carried beyond a jeft, and to require a very fepou‘
conhderatnon 4

There is alfo, befides fome dxfcouragcmcnt, a rea] dnﬂ'n:ulty
in entering upon this difquifition.. It will be bard to know in
what manner to reafon, or upon what principles to build. It
were eafy to fhew the unlawfulnefs of ftage-plays, by fuch argu-
ments as would appear conclufive to thofe who already hate both
them and their fapporters: But it is not fa eafy to make it ap-
pear to thofe who chlcﬂy ftequem them, becaufe they will both
applaud and juftify fome of the very things that others loek pp-
on as the worlt effe@s of the practice, and will deny the very
prmclples upon which they are condemned. The truth is, it ig
our having different views of the nature of religion, that caufes
dnﬂ'crent opinipns upon this fubject, For many ages there was
no debate upon it at all. There were players, but they did not

pretend to be Chriftians themfelves, and they bad neither coun- -

. tenance nor fupport from any who did, Whereas now, there
re abundancc of advocatcs for the lawfulnefs, fome for the ufe-
fulnefs
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folnefs of piays ¢ nav that the fage s become move pure; but, .
that Chriflians ase- become Jefs fo, ‘and have lowered the flan<
glard or meafire srquifite to, attain: apd preferve-that-character.

- - Bat there is-&till another, difficulty,. that, whoever undertakes
tq write-againft plays, though thezprovecation is given by what
they are,. is yot afways called npai 40 attack-them, not as they
are, but as-they might be. A writer on:this fubjet is sGmally
reduced to, the necefity. of fighting with:m findow, of maihtaine
ing a combat with an ideal or.imaginary. fort of Drama, which

. pevey yet exifted, -but which thedefendersof. the canfe form by

way of fuppofition, and which-fhall appear in factinr that-happy
future age, which fhall fee, what thefe gentlemen are pleafed to
ftile, a well regulated flage. - However littla fpppoit may feem
ta be given by this te a vitions and corrupted-ftage, -there is ne
attender of plays, biit; when heshdars this chimizra defended, i<
magine$ it is his-own eaufe that is efpou{ed ‘and, with gecat.com<
pofiire and felf-fatisfaction, continues his’ pra&rce A dondud
pot lefs ablurd, than if. one who was gxprefly affured a certaint
¢ifh of meat before ‘him was poifoned, fhould anfwer thus, AlF
et is not poifpned, and. therefore T ‘may’ eat this with fafety. '

. Itis veryplain, thaswere men buﬁ'enou{}y d)fpofed and with-
put prejudice defiring the. knowledge of their duty, it'would not
be neceffiry, in order to fhew the tinfawfulnefs:of the flage-as i¥
ROW is, to combat-it .in its imaginsty rcformed fate. "Sich &
weformation, were not men- by the ‘prevalence of “vitious “and

" gorrupt affectidns, in love with it, éven'in its prefent condition,’

Would have been long ago given up as a-hopelefs'and vifionary'
projedt, and the whole trade or employment detefted; on' ac-
eonnt of the abufes that had always adhéred to it. Bat fince all

advocates f{or the tage have, and do flill defend itin this man-
er, by forming ‘an idea of it feparateifrom its evil qudlities 3’

fince they defend it fo far with fccefs, that many wh:r-wou'fd o=
gherw:fe abftain, *do; Lpon this" very account, allow’thémfelves

in attending the theatre fometimes, fo-their own huirt and that
" of
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+ of others ; and, a3 I ath sconwinced upon the moft mature dekis
beration, that the reafbh why- there never was a well regulated
“ftage in faét is becaufe it ‘cannot be, the nature of the thing not
sdminting of it, I will endeavour to fhew, that Pusric THEA-
“TRIcAL REPRESENTATIONS either tragedy or comedy are, in
their general nature, or in their belt poffible ftate, unlawful, con-
trary to the. purity of our religion ; and that writing, a&ting or
ttending them, is inconfiftent with the chara@er of a Chriftian,
Jf this be done with fuecefs, it wilt give great weight to the re-
fletions which fhall be added upon the aggravation of the crime,
confidering the circumftances that at prefent attend the pradice:
~ But, though I have thus far complied with the unreafonable
terms impofed by the advocates for this amafement, ‘they moft
mot proceed to any higher demand, nor expedt, becaufe they
have prcva»led to have plays confidered in the way. that they
themfelyes defire, that therefore the fame shing mult be done by’

rchgxon, and that it muft be Jowered down  to the dtfmptnona '

they ase fometimes pleafed to give of it. I will by no means at-

tack plays upon the principles of medern relaxed morality, In

‘that cafe, to be fure, it would be a loft caufe. If fome late wrie-
ers on the fabjec of morals be permitted to detormine what are the
ingredients that muft enter into the compofition of a goad man;
that good man, it is agreed, may much more probably be found

in the play-honfe than in any other place. -But what belongs to
the chara@er of a Chriftian mult be taken from the holy Scrips

tares, the word of the living God. Notwithftanding therefore,

. that throagh the great'degeneracy of the age, and very culpable

relaxation of difcipline, not 3 few continpe ta be called Chriftis
ans, who are a reproach to the name, and fupport snd counte~
rance one another in many pradtices contrary to the purity of
the Chriftian profeffion, I fhall beg Jeave fill to recur to the un-
erring ftandard, and to confider, not what many / nominal Chii-
ﬁums are, but what cvery real Chuﬁxan ought to be., L
. Ia fo doing I think I fhall reafon juﬁly ; andat !hﬁ famc time

it

A

i




the IN@ure-ana Byects of B¢ Otege. -7

itismy n&;hmen not only to fpesk the {enfe, but as often a3
«poﬂible the very language and phrafes ¢ of the Scripture, and of
-qur pious fathers. Thefe are cither become. venerable to me for
their antiquity or they are much fitter for exprefling the truths
of the gofpel and delineating the chara&er and duty of a difciple
of Chrift, than any that have been jvented in latter times. At
the growth or decay of vegetable nature is often fo gradual as 1o
be infenfible; fo_in the moral world, verbal alterations, which
are counted as nothing,_ do often introduce real changes, which
are firmly eftablifhed before their approach is fo much a¢ fufpec-
ted.. Were the flile; not only of - fome modern eflays, ‘but of
fome modera. fermons to be inttoduced. upen this fubjed, it
would greatly weaken the argument, though no other‘alterition
fhould be made. Should:we every where put virtue for holinefs,
honour, or even moral fenfe for confcience, improvement of che
heart for fan@ification, the oppofition between fuch: things and
theacrm} entertainments would not appear half fo fenfible.
.By takmg up the argument in the light now propofed, T am
faved, in a.great meafure, from the repetition of what has béen
“written by other authors upon the fubje@. But let it be re-
membered, that they have clagrly and copioufly fhows the
. corruption and impurity of the ftage, and its adherents, fince
“its firft inflitution, and that, both in the Heathen and Chnﬂnn
world. They - have made ‘it’ undeniably appear, that’ it was
oppofed and condemned by the beft and wifelf men both Hea-
t'hens, and gh:;ﬂ;agm in levery,agq *. Its very g!cfendeu do all
[RTT R ‘ T AP w‘(ﬂ'!‘
- @ Particobirly: l't ‘Athem, where it firff had Nl Mﬂh both ‘l‘ngedy sm!
Comedy were fooh abolithed by public suthority’; and amoig the Roimane,
tho® this and other publie fews weré permitted ‘Ia a ‘certain degree, yet fo
®utious were that wife "people of fuffering them to be frequent, thit they
did not (mhn! »yp yublh Thestre, -whén oce:ﬂmn, erééted, to contioue
abbve.a costain Awmber of days. Evea that erectd by M. Saulm, which
§s fa3d to have coft fo immenfe a fum a3y A milllon Stexhﬂ(, was Tpéedily
tsken down. Pothpey the Great was' ﬁk ﬁfﬂ‘wﬁa bad power azd credit
enough to get & Theatre contigued, = | * ="~ The
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pretend to blame: i‘he “abufe of ‘it. They do indeed alledpé’
that this abufe is not effential to it, but may be feparated from:-
it3 however all of thém; fo far as I-have feen, reprefent - this
feparation’ as only poffible’ or. fatare ; they'rever attempt to'
afign any Ata inwhich it ¢ould be defended s it then was,
or could be -affirmed: to be mote proﬁtab!é tha hurtful. Somé
writers do mention @ few particvlar plays of w‘mch they grve
their spprobation. ~But ‘thefe have never'yét, in dny age or-
place; amounted-¢t9 fiich a‘namber; as to' keep orie fociety of
players in conftant 'en?pldyment, without a mixture of many-
more that areconfefledly pernicious, © The only’ reafon - of
brioginig this in view ab prefetit when it i8 K6t to beinfiffed on,
is, that it .ought to procure a fuir and candid hemng to thi§

| gttemipt to prove, That the flage, afterithe greate(t mprovcment‘ '

of which: it is capabde, is ftill inconfiftent with the purlty of tBe
Chriftian profeffion.: .1¢ is @ frony prcﬁxmptxve “evidence irf
favour of this-affértion; -that, afeer fo Ny yedrs’ mal fnch
improvement has. never adtusdly taken plaecs  * * T

 Ttis, perhaps, alfoproper here to obviate 4 péetence in which'
the advocates of tho ftape greatly glory, that‘tbere isno exprefs
prohxbmon of it tp be- found in ﬁ:rnpturc. I ﬁmrk x country-

T, Casid e et man’.

s . i n ” . T -

'I‘he,opxnwp of Sepeca ma'y be fc;n in ﬂ\e following paflage; Nibil et taw

damnofum Bonis mnbws, quam in aligue fpeflaculo defideré, Tuuc enim per,
wlupmtem fanlm: witia furr:p:mt

At to the primifrivé C‘bhﬁmn, fee Cmﬁii 'Apzy? %88, ‘cap. 34, where
*6tors and fage-players are enumerated among thofe who were not to be ad-

mitted to Baptifm. ﬁ'}my different councils appoint that shey Mall rempimce

their arts before th;y be admutgd, and, if they seturn 4o thom dhall beexs = .

commumuted ‘I'«rm]lmn e, Speftaculis, . capi 23. . ebferves, . That the
Heatﬁem tbemfelvcs maxk:ql them wigh infamy, and excluded them. from
all honours or dlgmt;. “Fo the,ﬁru purpels. fex dug, dé Glo, Dei; :ib..ax
cap. 14, Aacres mwrurfabﬂhmurmww a ﬁsmm FItatite-rad-boe
‘gw‘ ibus repellung, bemin Jegmicos, . o s sl o B 4l

neue having failed to pronounce featence againft the fagey.

. The oi:imon of Modemg is well ho‘n, Mhnmm wnunol,ay iy - ;‘ _‘
PREEIRREEET ST

<
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fhan of our own + has given goodf reafons to believe, that the
apoftle Paul, in his epiftle to the Ephefians, sth chap. 4th ver.
by filthinefs, foolifb talking and jefling, intended to prohibit
. the plays that were then in ufe. He alfo thinks it probable
that the word‘ Koo, ufed in more placés than one, and tranf
lated revelling, points at the fame thing. Whether His conjec*
tures are juft or not, it is vety certain that thefe, and many other
paffiges, forbid the abufes of the ftage, and if thefe abufes be in=
f'e'parablc from it, as there is realoii to believe, there needed no
other prohibition of them to every Chriftiad. Nay, if they ne
ver had been feparated from it till that tiine it was fofficient,
andvit would be idle to egpe that the fcripture thould determine
this problematical point, Whethier they would evet be fo lnany
after age. To afk that there fhould be produced a prohibition
-of the ftage, as a ftagé, univerfally, is to preferibe to the holy
Ghoft, and t6 require that the Scripture fhould not only forbid
fin, but every form in which the reftlefs and changeable difpofi+
tions of men fhall think fie to be guilty of it, and every dame by
which they fhall think proper to call it. Ido not find in Scrip-
" ture any exprefs prohibition of mafquerades, routs and drums,
and et 1 have not the leaft doubt, that the affemblies called by -
thefe riames are contrary to the will of God, and as bad, if not
worfe thati the common and ordinary entertainments of the ftage.
In order to make this enquiry as exaét and aceurate as poffi-
ble, and that the ftrenigth or weaknefs of the-arguments on eis
ther fide may. be clearly -perceived, it will be proper to ftate
diftinly, what we underftand by the (age or ftage-plays,
when it is dffirtned; that in their moft improved and beft re-
" gulated flate they are unlawful to Chriftians, - Thisis the moxe
neceflary, that there i¢ a gredt indiftindnefs and ambiguity in
the language ufed by thofe who, in-writing, er converfation, un-
dertake to defend it. - They analize and divide it into parts,
and take fometimes one part, fometimes another, as will beft
Auit their purpofe. They afle, What there can be unlawful m

- , . . gitized B Jle. the
4 The late Mr, Addefon,
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 the (tage abltradly confidered ? Comedy is expofing the folly of
vice, and pointing out the ridiculous part of every charadter. And
is not thiscommendable ? Is not ridicule anoble mean of difcoun-
tenancing vice? And is not the ufe of it warranted by the fatire
and irony that is to be found in the holy fcriptures? Tragedy they
fay is promoting the fame end in a way more grave and {olemn,
It is a moral leture, or a moral piture, in which virtae appears
to great advantage. . What is hiftory itfelf but reprefenting the
characters of men as they a@ually were, and plays reprefent thém
# they may be. In their perfedtion, plays are as like hiltory
and nature, as the poet’s art and actor’s fkill can make them. Is
it then the eircumftance of their being written in dialogue that
renders them criminal - Who will pretend that ? Is it that they
are publicly repeated or acted over? Will any one pretend, that
it is a ctime to perfonate a chara@er in any cafe, even where no
deceit is intended ? Then farewell parables, figures of fpeech,
and the whole oratorial art. Is ita fin to look upon the repre-
fentation ? Then it nyuft be a fin to look upon the world whick
js the original, of which plays are the copy.

This is the way which thefe-who appear in defence of thc
flage ardinarily take, and it is little better than if onc fhould
fay, What is a Rage-phy ? It is nothing elfe abltradtly confyr
dered but 2 company of men and wemen talking together ;
Nbere is the harm in that? What hinders them from talking
pioully and profitably, as welf as wickedly or burefully 3 Buy,
sefedting this method of reafoning aé unjuft and incotchifiye,
Jet it be obfbtved, that thofe who plead for the lawfulnefs of
‘the (tape, s dny cduntry, howdver well regtlated, plead far
‘what imples, fiot by secident, b effencinily and of neceflity
the following Wings. (1.) Such a'nomber of playe as will fue-
-pith a habitual courfe of reprefentations, Wwith fuch chamgee s
“the love of varitty in haman nare meceflielly requires. ' {22)
“Thefe plays of fuch u kindy as te procure an-wadience of volus-
tery fpeQators, who are ablend u:i)lﬁrgg to pay for being fo

n-
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the Nature and Effects of the Stage. 33

entestained.” (3.) A company of hircd players, whe have this
as their bnly byfinefs and occupation, that they may give them-
felyes wholly to it, and be expert in the pgrfbmaﬁcc; '(4.) The
reprefentation muf} be fo frequept as the profits may defray the
expence of the apparatus, and maintain thofe who follow this
bufinefs. They muft alfo be maintained in that meafure of Jyxn-
1y, or clegance, if ypy pleafe, which their wiy of life, and the
thoughts to which they are accuftomed muft make them dcﬁré
and require. It is a thing impracicable to mamtam a player at
the fame expence as you may majntain a pcafant.

_ Now all thefe things do, and muft eoter into the idea of a well
vegulated fage, and, if any defend if without, fuppoﬁng this,
he bath no adverfary that I know of, Without thefe there may
be poets, or there may be plays, but there cannot be a play-
houfe, Jtis in vain then to go zbout to fhow, that there have
been an inftance or two, or may be, of treanfes wrate in the
form of plays that are unexceptionable. It were eafy to fhew
. very grear faults ip fome of thefe moft uniyerfaily ap_plauded!
but this is unneceffary. 1 believe jt is yery Pofliﬁ)lg to write a
treatife in the form of a Dialogue, in which the genersl rules of
the Drama aré obferved, which thall be a5 holy and ferious, as
any fermon that ever was preached or printed. Ncither is there
any apparent impoffibility in geting different perfons to affume
the different.charaters,.and rehearfe it in fociety. Bat it may be
fafely aflirmed, that if all plays were of that kind, and human
_ naturc continpe in its prefent flate, the doors of the l!_)lay-houf'e
would fhut of their own accord, becaufe no body would demand
accefs *; unlefs there were an a& of parliamgnt 1o force atten-

. B2 , ~dance,
_ * This furaithes an eafy anfwer to what is remarked by fome in'favour of
phyn that feveral emincent Chriftiars have endeavoured to fuppiant bad pisys
by writing good ones ; as Gregory Nasianzen a father of the Church and a
pulbn of great piety, and our countryman Buchanan. But dil! cver lhcfe
plays come to repute ? Were they. formerly, or are they now a&ed npcn the
ﬂag'i The fate of their works proves that thefe good men juiged wiong in
_attetnpting to reform the ftage, ‘and that'the great majority of C‘mmans ac-
ted more wifely who were for lavine it who'ly afide,
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taken to evade the law obliging to attend, as are now taken.tg
evade thofe that command us to abftain, The fair and plain
flate of this queftion then is, Whether it is poffible or practicable,
in the prefent ftate of human nature, to have the above fyftem
of things under fo good a regulation, as to make the erecting,
and countenancing the ftage agrecable to ‘the will of God, and
sonfiftent with the purity of the Chriftan profeflion.

* And here let us confider a little, what is the primary, and im-

mediate intention of the ftage, Whether it be for amufement and -

recreation, or for inftrucion, to make men wift and good. Per-
haps, indeed, the greateft part will choofe to compound thefe
two purpofes togethcr, and fay it is for both: For amuftment
- immediately, and for improvement ulumatcly, that it inftructs
by pleafingy and reforms by ftealth. The patrons of a well re-

gulated ftage haye it no doubt in their power to profefs any of

thefe ends in it they pleafe, ifit is equally capable of them ally
and threfore, in one part or other of this difcourft, it muft be
confidered in every one of theft lights. But asit is of moment,
becaufe of fome of the arguments to be afterwards adduced, let
the reader be pleafed to confider, how far recreation and amufe-
ament enter into the nature of the ffage, and are, not only imme-
diately and primarily, but chiefly and ultimately intended by it
If the general nature of it, or the end propofed from it when
well regulated, can be any way determined from its firft inftita-
tion, and the fubfequent pradice, it feems plainly to point at a-
mufement. The earlieft producions of that kind that are now
extant are evidently incapable of any other ufe, and hardly even
"~ of that to a perfon of any tafte or Iudgmmt *, They ufually
. ac-
"“ii is eonfeffed by a defender of the ftage who fays, ¢ Such of the co-
€ medies before his (that is Menander’s) time, as have been preferved to
¢ us, are generally very poor pieces, not fo much ludicrous as ridiculous, e-
¢ ven a mountebank’s Mcrry Andrew would be hiffed, now a days, for fach
¢ Puerilitizs as we fee abounding in Ariftophanes.” Rem. on Anderfon’s Pofiti=
o comcerning she unlawf.dng[: of fage-plays, page Sthy

]

dance, and even in that cafe, as much pains would probably be
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accompanied: the fealts of the ancients in the houfes of the rich
and opulent *, and were particularly ufed in times of publick re-
joicing. They have, indeed, penerally been confidered, in all
éges, as intended for entertainment. A modern author of high
Tank and reputation §, who would nct willingly hurt the caufe,

. gonfiders them In this light, and this alone, and reprefents thelr

improvement, not as lying in their having a greater moral ten-
dency, but in the perfection of the poct’s art, and the refinement
of the taite of the audience. Itisonly of late that tnen have be-

- gun to dignify them with a higher title, Formerly they were

ever-confidered as.an indulgence of pleafure, and an article of
luxury, but now they are exalted into {chools of virtue, and re~
prefented as bulwarks againft vice. It is probable, moft readers

~will be apt to fmile when they hear them fo called, and to fay te

their defenders, This is but overdoing, preferve them to us as
innocent amufements, and we fhail not much contend for their
ufefulnefs. It is, indeed, but an evidence of the diftrefs of the
caufe, for their advocates only take up this plea when they are
unable to anfwer the arguments againft them upon- any other
footing. It may alfo appear that they are defigned for amufe-
ment, if we confider wha have been the perfons in-all ages whe
have attended them, viz. Therich, the young, and the gay,
thofe wha live in pleafure, and the very buﬁn:fs of whofe lives is
amufement.

But not to infift upon thefe circumftances, I think-it is plais
from the nature of the thing, that the immediate intention of
plays is to pleafe, whatever effects may be pretended to flow after-
wards, or by accident, from this pleafure. They confift in an

. exat imitation of nature, and the conformity of the perfonated

to

'

* Plut, de C{n. Athen, & Sympof. lib. 7. queft. 8. ¢ As for the new co-
€ medy, it is fo neceffary an ingredient of all publick entertzinments, that fo
¢ t fpeak, one may as well malss a feaft withost wine, as without Mensnder.”

4 Shaftfbury.

1
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to real charadters. This is the great aim, and the great perfecti-
on, both of the poet and actors. Now this imitation, of itfelf, .
gives great pleafure to the fpectatar, whether the allions repre-
fented are good or bad. And, in itfelf confidered, it gives only
plcafure for the beauty of the imitation, as fuch, hath no moral
jnfluence, nor any conneion with morality, but what it may
derive in a diftant way from the nature of the adtions which the .
poct or a@ors choofe to reprefent, or the fpectators are willing '
to fee. Every perfon who thinks impartially, may be from this
sonvinced, that to pleafe, or attempt to do {o, is effential to
the ftage, and its firlt, or rather its main defign; how far it pal.
Jlutes or purifies is accidental, and muft. depend upon the- ﬂuﬂ
and honefly of its regulators and managers. m
. Having thus prepared the way, the following arguments are
bumbly offered to the coufideration of every ferious perfon, t
fhew, that a public theatre is inconfiltent with the purity of the
Chriftian profeflion ; which if they do not, to all, appear to
be each of them fingly conclufive, will, I hope, when taken 20+
gether, ifficiently evince the truth of the propefitien.

In the firft place, Ifit be confidered as’ an amnfement, it is
improper, and not foch 23 any Chriftian may lawfully ufe. Here
we muit begin by laying it down as a fandamental principle, that
all snen are bound fupremely to love, and habitually to ferve

'God; that is to fay, to take his law as the rule, and his glory
us the end, not of one, but of all their attions. No man, at any
‘time or place ie, or can be, abfolved from this ebligation. Every
real Chrillian dives under a habitsal fenfc of it. I knew this
expreflion, aiming at the glory of God, is cslled a cant phrafe
and s defpifed and derided by worldly men. It were eafy, how-
ever, to vindicate it {rom reafon ; but it will fuffice, to all thofe
" for whofe ufe that difcourfe is intended, to fay, It s 2 truth
- taught ard repeated in the facred aracles, that all things were
made for, that all things fhell finally tend to, and therefore, that

: ' all
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sll intelligent creatuses fhould fupremely and nmformly aim ag
the glory of God. ’ ’

Now we glorify God by cultivating holy difpofitions, and do<
ing pious and ufeful a&ions. Recreation is an intermiffion of
duty, and is only neceflary becaufe. of our weaknefs ; it muft be
ifome adion indifferent in its nature, which becomes lawful and

f . . C1ee .
“ufefull from its tendency to refrefh the mind, and invigorate ie
~ for duties of more importance. “The ufe of recreation is precife-

ly the fame as the ufe of fleep ; though they differ in this, that

Vs lhemphﬂt one way in which fleep bccomcs finful, viz. by exs

¢ fereas there are ten thoufand ways m which recreations
pme finful. It is needlefs to adduce paflages of Scriptare to

/ E Venfy the above affertion’concerning our obligation to glorify

 God. Itis the language of the whole, and is particularly apphis
ed to indifferent aions by the apoftle Paul, Whether therefore
e eat or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all to the glory of God *;

If there were upon the minds of men, in gencral, a juft fenfe-
of this their obligation, éage -plays, nay, and a thoufand othee
amufements now in ufe, would never have been heard of, The
trurh is, the need of amufement is much lefs than people com-
monly apptehend,’ and, where it is not neceffry, it muft be
finful. * Thofe who ftand in need of recreation may be divided
o two Torts, fuch as are employed int bodily labour, and fuck
as have their fpirits often exhaufted by fludy and apphication of
mind. A 1o the fitft ‘of thefe, a mere ceffation from libour
§s fufficient for refreftment, and indeed of itfelf gives great
Pleafute, unlefs when ‘the appetites are inflamed and irvitared
by frequent fenfual gratifications ; and then they are imporrut
nately ¢raved, and become neceffary to fill the intervals of
woik. Of this fort very few are able to afford fo expenfive A
rectedtion as the flage.” And even as to the other, 'viz. thofe

whofe fpirits are exhaufted by applicution of mind, only avery .

finiall number of them wil ‘chufe the diverfion of the ftage, fot
'ﬂm very good reafon,. that focial converfe, smd bodnly excrcife”

will
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will anfwer the purpofe much better, Indeed, if we confider.

" the juft and legitimate end of recreations, and compare it with

the perfons who moft frequently engage in them, we fhall find;
ﬂu{, riihcty nine of every hundred, are fuch as do not need
tccteaﬁon at all. Pcrhaps their time lies heavy upon their
handg,* ‘snd they feel an uneafinefs and impaticnce under their
fhates but this is not from work, but from- :dlcncfs, and
"Hemptmefs and unfausfymg nature of the enjoyments,

"'winch they chafe with {0 much eagernefs, one after another,

.
J

~'3vame feeking from them that gapd which they do not contain,

and that fatisfaltion which they cianot impart.

From this I think it undeniably appears, that, if no body
were to attend the ﬁage,, but fuch as really needed reereation
or amufement upon Chriflian:principles, and of thefe fuch only
as were able to pay for it,” and of thef¢ only fuch as did them-
felves choofe it, there is not a place this day, in the world, fo
large as to afford a daily audience. It will be immediately ob+"

Jjec@ed, This argument, make as much of it as you pleafe, is

pot compleat, for it hinders not but that fome, however few,
may attend in a propér manner, and with warrantable views,
But let it be remembered, that I attack not a play fingly as &
play, nor one perfon for being witnefs to a thing of that nas
ture, but the ftage as a fyﬁém containing all thie branches I
have enumerated above. This cannot fublift without a full au-
dience, and frequent attendance, and therefore is, by its cons
flitution, a conftant and powerful invitation to fin; and canpot .
be maintained but by the commiffion of it, Perhaps, fome
will ftill objet, that the argument is too finely fpun, that it
feems to demand perfe&non, and to find fault with every prac-
tice, in which there is a probability tbat fio will be cammitted.
That, if this holds, we fhould no more contribute to the efta-
blifhment of churches than play-houfes, becaule we have a mo~
ral certainty, that no congregation ever will meet gogelhef o
earth, but much fin will be committed, both by minifter and
‘ people.
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feople. But there is a great difference betweén a. _commanded
duty which i is attgnded with fin by defec, and what is no where
commanded whlch neceﬂinly invites to fin by its nature, and
is in fubftance finful to the great majority of thofe who ‘attend i it.
But furthery thc ftage is an impropet, that is fo fay, an un-
lawful recreatlon to 4l without exception, becaufe it-confumes
too much time. Th:s is 2 circumftance which, . however-little
unpreﬂion it may mqke upon . thofe who find their fime often a
burden, will appcar of the greateft moment to every ferious
Chriftian. ‘In propomon as .any mar improves . in holinefs of
hcart, he inéreafes in ufefulnefs of life, and acqnires a deepet
and fronger fenfe of thc wonh and value of time. To fpend
an th‘ unptoﬁtably appears to fuch a perfon’a greater csime;
than to many the commifljon of gxofs fin. And, .indeed, it

: ought o appear very heinous i in the éyes of thofe who believe

the regrefentmon given, by our Lord Jefus Chrift of his own
procednre at the day of. judgment; Caff ye the uRPROFITABLE
fervant into utter darbxﬁ, where there Soall be weeping and
'waxlmg, and gnafbing of téeth*. ‘Mark this, ye lovers of plea-
fures, ye fons of gdiety and mirth;, ¥ho imagine you . .are fent

_ imto the world for mp higher end than your own éntertainment;

and who, if you are frec from, or dble any how to palliate your
grofler fins, never once fefle@ on the Beavy account againft you
&f waﬁed time,,

Though there were no other objc&non aga.mfl the ftage as a
:ecreatldp but this one, it is. furely fanl:y. If recreations are on-
ly lawfiti becaufe neceflary, they muﬁ céafe to be lawful whert
they:are no tonger neceffary. The length and dufation of re-
gular comedy and tragedy i already fixéd and fertfled by rules
of long ftandjmg; and, L. fuppofe, whatever other cifcumftance
may; be confeffed to need refbrrhatxon, all men of tafte will a-

. gree, that thefe fhall continue as they are. Now I leave to. all

who know how much time the pchammn fqt fuch a publxc ap-
ot N ... c . ‘ Pﬁl‘lﬂCC,
.- ;‘ Maub.x'xv. 300
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peerance, and the neceffary attendance, moft take up, to judge,
whether it is not too much to'be given to meer recreation.
This holds particularly in the cafe of recreation of mind, be-
- tween which and bodily exercife there is a vety great differenee.
For bodily exercife, in fome cafes, for example, wheh the health
sequires it, may be continued for a long time, only for this
geafon, that it may have effe@s lafting in proportion to the
time fpent in"it. Bot giving the mind to pleafure by way of
 recreation muft be fhort, or it is cértainly hurtful ; it gives men a
habit of idlenefs and triffing, and makes them averfe from re~
turning to any thing that requires ferious application. So trae
is this, and {o applicable to the prefent cafe, that 1 could slmoft
zeft the whole argument upon it, that no man, who has made
the trial, can deliberately and with a good confcience affirm,
that attending plays has added (trength to his mind, and warmth
to his affeRions,in the duties of devotion ; that it has made him
more able and willing to exert his intelle@ual powers in the
graver and more important offices of the Chriftian life; nay,
or even made him more diligent and adtive.in the bufinefs of
civil life.  On the contrary, it is commonly to fuch length as
to produce a fatiety and wearinefs of itfelf, and to require reft
and refrefhment to recruit the exhaufted fpirits, a thifig quite
‘abfurd and felf-contradi@ory in what is called a recreation..
.But the ftage is not meerly an ‘unprofitable confonption of
time, it is further improper as a recreation, becaufe it agitates
the paffions too violently, and interefls too deeply, fo as, in
" fome cafes, to bring people into a real, while they behold an
imaginary diftrefs, Keeping in view the end of recreations,
will enable s to judge rightly of this. - It is to refrefh and in-
vigorate the mind. ~Therefore when, inftead of reft, which is

. . - properly called relaxation of mind, recreations are ofed, their

excellence confifts in their being, ‘not only a pleafant, but an
_‘eafy exercife of the intelle@ual powers. Whatever is difficult,
- and cither requires or caufes a firong application of mind, is
: ' T eome

B
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contrary to their intention, Now it is plain, that dramatick
reprefentations fix the attention fo. very deeply, and intereft the
affe&tions fo very ﬁrongly, that, in a little mae, they- fatigue
the mind themfelves, and however eagerly they are defired and
followed, there are many ferious and ufeful occupations, in
which men will continue longer, without cxhau!hng tlu! fpn’?tt,
* than in attending the theatre.

. Indeed, in this refpedt, they are wholly contrary to wlm
fhould be the view of every Ghriftian, He ought to fet bounds
to, and cfideavour to moderate his paflions, as much as pof-
fible, inftead of voluntanly and unneceﬂ'anly exciting them,
‘The human paﬂions, fince the fall, are all ‘of them but too
ftrong ; and are not finful on account ‘of their weaknefs, but
their excefs and mifapplication, This is fo generally true, that
it hardly admits of an exception ; unlefs it might be counted
an exception, that fome vitious paffions, when they gain an
- afcendancy, extinguifh others which oppofe their gratification.
For, thoungh religion is confiftent throughout, there are many
vices, which are mutually repugnant to, and deftruétive of each
‘other. But this exception has littlé or no eﬂ'e& upon the pre-
fent argument,

Now, the great care of every Chnﬁm: is to keep l'ns paﬂions
and affections within due bounds, and to dire& them to their
proper obje@s, With refpect to the firft of thefe, the chief in,.
fluence of theatrical reprefentations upon the fpe@ator, is to
' ﬂrengthen ‘the paffions by indulgence, for there they are all ex+
hibited i in a lively manner, and fuch as is moft fit to communis
cate the 1mpreﬂion As to du;e&mg them to their proper ob-

- jets, it will be afterwards fhown, that the ftage has rather the

contrary effe@, in the mean time, it is fufficient to obfcrve, that
it may be done much more eﬁ'e&ually, and much smore fafely, '
another way. v
This tendcncy of plays to intereft the affeéhom, ﬂwws theu
xmpropncty as a recreation on another account. It fhows that
G 0 e they
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they muft be exceeding liable to abafe by excefs, even fuppofing
them in a certain degree, to be innocent. It is certain there iy -

no life more unworthy of a man, hardly any more criminal in a
Chriftian, than a life of perpetual amu‘ement, afife where no va-
luable purpofe is purfued, but the intellectual facuities wholly em-

ployed in purchafing and indulging fenfual gratifications. It is-

alfo certain, that all of us are by nature, too much inclined thus
to live to ourfclves, and not to God Thcrefore, where recrc:m-
ons are neceffary, a watchful Chnﬂian wilt particularly beware
of thofe that are enfnarmg, ‘and, by bcmg too grateful and de-
licions, ready to lead to éxcefs. This diferiminatinig care and

cauuon, is Ju[l as much the duty of a Chriftian, as any that‘

can be named. Tho it is immediately converfant only about
the temptatxons and incitements to'fin, and not the aétual com.
miffion of i it, it becomcs a duty directly binding, both from thq
command of God and the neccflity of the thmg ltfeif Walc,s
and. pmy, that ye enter not into temptation ¥, ﬁys our Savmur
to his dlfcnplcs s and elMewhere, W/mt 1 fay unto you, I/a fay unta
all, Watcht. And the apoftle Paul to the fame purpofe, ’Sn
then that yé awalk c;rtumfpeﬂlj, not as ﬁmlr, 6ut as 'wt/?, rc-
deeming the time becaufe the da_y: are evilt.

And if we conﬁder the llght in which the ﬁ:npturc fets our
prefent fituation, and the account there ngen of the weaknc(g
of human rcfolunon, the fame thmg will evudcntly appear to be
our duty. It is impoffible that we can refift the flighteft tempta-
‘tion, but by the aﬁﬂance of divine grace. Now, how can this
be cxpc&ed if we put our conﬁancy to unneccﬂ'ary mals, not
only contrary to rcaﬁm, and a ptudcnt regard to our own fafe-
ty, but in the face of an exprefs command of God to be watch-
foll. Lord, lead us not into Iemftamm, isa petmon, which we
are taught to offer up, by him who knew what was in man. But

. how much do thofe a& in oppoﬁtxon to this, and even in con-
tempt of n, wbo make tcmptauons to thcmfelvcs. And are

: ~ dog

) Mmh =4t Mark i 37, 1 lyh. vise

N




~ the Nature and Eﬁﬁ: of the Stage. 11

‘pot ﬁage-'l;lays temptations of the ftrongeft kind, in whichvtbé
mind is foftened with pleafure, and the affe@tions powerfully ex-
clted ? How lmle reafon is there to hope that men in the ufe of

. them will kecp within the bounds of moderation P If any expe&,
in fach cnrcumﬂ'anccs, to be prefcrvad by divmc power, they
are guilty of the fin, which is in fcripture called tempting God. -

It is this vcry cu'cumﬁance, a lxablcnefs to abufc by excefs,
that renders many other amufenrents alfo ordinarily unlawful ta
‘Chrittians, tho’ perhaps, in thenr gmeral nature, they capnog,
‘be fhown to be criminal. Thut, it is not cafy to refute the rea-
fonings, by which i mgemous men endeavour to thow that games
‘of hazard are not in themfelves finfil ; but by their enticing, en-
fnaring nature, and the excefs which almoft mf:'parab!y accom- .
‘panies them, - there can be no difficulty in pronouncmg them
highly dangetous, lawful to very few perfons, and in very few
. cafes.  And, if they were as publick in their nature as plays,
if they requu’ed the concurrence of as many operators, and as

reat 'a number of perfons to join in them, I could have liule

’ ?cruple in affirming, that, in every poﬁible cafe, they waould be’
ﬁnful

The preceeding conﬁderation; are greatly conﬁrmed by

ghe following, That when plays are chofen as'a rccreauon,

for which they are fo exccedmgly improper, it is always in

bppoﬁtxon to other methods of recrcanon, which are per-

fedly fit for the putpofe, and not liable to any of thefe objcc-

' tions. Whgre recreations are neceﬂiry, if there were orly onc

fort to be had, fome inconveniences could not be fo ftrong

an argument againft the ufe of them. ~But where there ate di{:;
ferent kinds, to prefer thofe which are lefs, to thofe which art'
more fit, muft nceds be finful. ~Such a tendernefs and cxrcum-

})cé'tlon is, indeed, in this age, fo rare and unufual, that, T'am =
- affraid, it will be almoft impoflible to fix a fenfe of its impor-

tance vpon the mind of the reader; or, if it be done in any mea-

(m’c fora tnme, the example of a comspt world, who age alto-

gcd\er.
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gether void of it, will immediately efface the u'npreﬂion. “Bat,
however few may bave cars to hear it, the thing is certain, that,
as the progrefs of his fan@ification is the fupreme defire and care
of every Chriftian, fo he is continually liable to be ftduced by
teraptation, and infe@ed by example; and, therefore, from a
dittruft of his own refolution, will not voluntarily and unnecef-
farily prefer a dangerous to a fafe amufement. To prefer a very
difficult and doubtful mean of attaining any worldly end, to one.
fure and eafy ; to prefer a clumfy improper inftrument, to one
perfedly fit for any picce of work, wauld be reckoned no fmall

evidence of folly in the affairs of civil life. If ene’in ficknefs .

fhould choofe a medicine of a very queftionable nature, of ve

_ 1y dangerous and uncertain operation, when he had cqual ac-

gefs to one entirely fafe, of approved reputation, and fuperior
efficacy, it would be elteemed next to madnefs. Is there not
then a real conformity between the cafes? Is not a like care to
be taken of our fouls as of our bodies ? Nay, is not the obligs-
tion fo much the ftronger, by how much the one is of greater
value than the other ? The different condu@ of men and their
different fate, in this refpe&, is well defcribed by the wife man,
Happy is the man that feareth alway, but be that hardeneth bis
beart fhall fall into mifchief *.

It onght not to be omitted in fhewing the 1mpropnety of th&
ftage s a recreation and amufement for Chriftians, that it is
coftly and expenfive, and that this-coft is altogether unneceffa-
£y, fince the end might be obtained, not only as well , but much,
berter, at a far cheaper rate, perhaps, in moft cafes, at no ex-
penceat all, Iknow this argument will be treated with great con-
tempt by thofe who live in aﬁuénce, and know no other ufe of
ntbeﬂbut to feed their appétites, and make all the reft of manking
fubfervient to the gratification of their violent and ungovernable

_defires, Bat tho’ none in this world have any title to hinder
: thcm om difpofing of their wealth as they p!eafc, they muft be

called

e

. * Prov. xaviid, 144
Cod
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éalled to confder, tbat they have a mafter in heaven. To hit
they muft render an account at the laft day, and, in this account,

“the ufe that they make of thelr riches is not to be excepted:

The great have, no doubt, the diltinguithed honour, if they
pleafe to embrace it, of contribiting to the happinefs of multis
tudes ander them, and difpenfing, tinder God, a preat variety
of the comforts of this life. But it would ‘abate the envy and
impatience of the lower part of the world, and moderate their
appetite after rickes, if they would confider, that the more that
is committed to them, the more they have to account for. The
greateft and richeft man on earth hath not any licence, in the
word of God, for an ummeceflary wafte of his fubftance, or con«
faming it in Gnprofitable and hustful pleatures; and, onder the

“éne or both of thefe charaders, that mult fall, that is Jaid owt

apon the ftage.

- Let not any teader, who cannot ﬁn& a famfying anfwer to
thefe objections againft the flage as an unchriffian amofement,
from the word of God, take the practice of the world 1s a re-
fuge or fan&uary, and fay, This is carrying matters to an ex<
treme, if thefe maxims are rigidly adhcted to; you will exclude
from the number of Chriftians, not only the far greateft part of

-mankind, but many otherwife of excellent and amiable charaes

fers. * Tho this is the weakeft of all arguments, it is, perhaps,
that which hath of al{ others the Rrangelt-offet, 20d molt power-

“fally contributes” t6 fet peoples mind at eafe in a donbeful or
dangerous -practice, How hard is it to” make mien fenfible of

the evil of fuch fins, as cuftom authorizes and fathion jultifies 2

: There 1s no making them athamed of them, becaufe they are

common and reputable, and there is no making them affraid of
what they fee done without fufpicion by numbers on every hand.

~ Butis tbere any reafon to believe, that. the example of others,

will prave = jult and valid excufe for any pradlice at the. Jodg- -
ment-feat of Chrifk ? Will the greatnefs or the namber of offen<

dtrlfcreen them from ‘his pom’ Dr oan that man expe® 3
gra-
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incxpus acceptance v Wlth him, who has fuﬁ'cr;d his commands td

|

be. qualified by prevailing opinion, and would not follow hug '

farther than the bujk of mankind would bear him company. .
+ Ihall clofe the reflectians upon. this -part of the fubjeét by
pbferving, that there are.two gencral charaé?crs of the d:fcnplcs
of Chrifty which will appear, if we confult the fcriptyres, to be,
gfiential to them, and which Icem altogether inconfiftent. with
theatrical amufements. The firfk is felf- denial and mortxﬁcauon.
Tho’ we thould not infift upon the parucplgr obje&wns againft

the ftage, there is fomething of pomp and gaiety in. it, upox

thc beft poffible fuppofition, that is inconfitent with the charac-.

ter of a Chriltian. . The gofpel is the religion of ﬁnncrs, who

are faved from wrath-by the rich mercy and, free grace of God.
The life of fuch, then, muft be a life of penitence, humilizy, and.
mortification. The followers of a crucified Saviour muft bea
the crofs, and tread in the fame path of “fuffering, and felf- dcmal,
in.which be hath gone before them. " In. their baptifmal cove-
nant they renounce the world, by, w hich is not meant fuch grofs
crimes as are avnolauon of uamral hght, as well as a tranfgreflion:
 of the law of God,. but that exceflive. attachment to prefent in-,
dulgence, which, is tmore propcrly exprefied by the pomp and
vanity of the world* It is trie theré ate many proceptsia’
. [ ) 1 '
- ® Itis not jiaptoper here to confider the :ﬂdelit form of baptifin; and what
was fuppofed by the fathers to be implied in it, Apop.; Conflirais. 1ib. 7. cap:
AT: KASTATTOUAS TG CATEAVE, &e¢. ¢ I renounce Satan and his works, and his
« pomps, and his fervice, and his tn;eh, and his lnventiops, and nll tlnngs
« that belong to him, ot are fubjeét to him.* Ambrof. de Tnitiatis, Iugrgﬂiu
‘es regenerationis facrarium, &c. ¢ Thou hatt entered into the holy place of
¢ regeneration § repeat what -you were there alked, sud recdlie& what you'
« anfwered ? You renounced the devil, and his works, and his world, and
* bis luxury and ylnfum Hieron. Com. in Manth. xv. 26. Remsuntis tibi
disbole, &c. ¢ I redounce thee Satan, and thy pomp, and thy vices, and
« thy wotld, which licth in wickednefs,” And that we may know what they
Nad pasticulurly in view by the pomps of the world ‘whith they resovtced,
they are fometimes oxpredy faid to bethe pablic fhews, Thus Salvien, e
. P8t provi-

. Seripture

|
|
|
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]
ripture which-require us to maintain a habitual gnmude and

thankful frame of fpirit, nay, to rejoice in the Lord alway But

there is a great difference between this joy, and that of worldly
men ; as they do not rife from the fame fource, fo they cannot

pofﬁbly exprefs themfelves in the fame way. '

* Another branch of the Chriftian temper, between whlch, and
theatrical amufements, there appears a very great oppofition, is
fpirituality and heayenlinefs of mind. All real Chriftians are,
and account themfelves pilgrims and ftrangers on the earth, fet

. their affections on things above, and have their converfation in
. heaven. Whatever tends to weaken thefe difpofitions they will

carefully avoid as contrary to their duty and their intereft. Is
not this the cafe With theatrical amufernents ? Are they not

'very delicious to a fenfual and carnal mind. Do thcy not ex-
-cite, gratlfy anid ftrengthen ihefe affections, which itis moft the

bufinefs of 4 Chriftian to reftrain ? Are pot the indulgence’ of

“wotldly pleafure, and héavenlinefs of hind, mutually deftru@ive
-of each othet ? ‘This is fo plain, that anciently thofe who gave
“themfelvesup to alife of eminent holintefs and piety, ufed toretire

whbdlly from the commerce of the world and the fociety of men.

" “Tho’ this was wrong in itfelf, and foon found tg be very liable
-20 fuperftitious abufe, it plainly thows how much they err upof
~ theoppofite fide, who being called to wean their affetions from

the

_ provident. lib. 6. page 197, Rue off enim in baptifmo, L. © For what is the
_* firfk profeffion of a Chriftian in baptifm } What, but that they profefs to

¢ renounce the devil, and his pomps, his fhows, and his works. Thereford
¢ thows and pomps, by our own confeflion, are the works of the devil. How,

- ¢ O Chritian, wilt thou follow the public thows after quﬁn, which theu

¢ confefleft to be the works of the devil ?*

' . There are fome that pretend, that Chriftisns were only kept from the

thows, bacaufe they were mixed with idolatrous rites : Bat it is to be soted,
that in the time of Salvian idolatry was abolithed, and the fhows were no
longer exbibited in honour of 1del Gods, Cyril of Jerafalem #ifo, after xdo‘
huy way Mhyea, continues ths charge againg the thows,

. _ D
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'the world, doyet voluntarily and unneceffarily indulge them-
felves in the moft delicious and intoxicating pleafures, -

What is offered above, I hope, will fuffice to fhow that the
ftage, confidered fimply as an entertainment, cannot be lawfal-
ly ufed by a Chriftian. But we muft now p'rocecdv in the fecond
place, To confider the modern pretence, that it is ufeful and in-
Rruétive, or to fpeak in the language of one of its defenders,
¢ A warm incentive to virtue, and powerful prefervative againft
¥ vice *,’ The fame author gives us this account of tragedy,
* True tragedy is a ferious le@ure upon our duty, fhorter thar

- ®an epick poem, and longer than a fable, otherwife differing
% from both only in the method, which is dialogue inftead of
* narration; its province is to bring us in love with the more
© ¢ exalted vi,_ttucs, and to create a deteftation of the blacker and
.fi(humanl'y fpeaking) more enormous crimes,” On comedy be
fays, “an infinpating mirth laugis us out of our frailties by mak-
< ing us afhanied of them. Thus, when they are well intended,
« tragedy and comedy work to one purpofe, the one manages
¢ us as children, the other convinges us asmen.’ In order w0
treat this part of the fubject-with precifion, Imuft beg the rea-
der to recal to mind the account formerly given of what is im--
plied in the ftage, even under the beft poffible regulation ; be-
_caufe unlefs this be allowed me, I confefs the argument to be
. defe@ive. It is not denied, that there may be, and are to be
* found, in fome dramatick performances, neble and excellent
fentiments, Thefe, indeed, are much fewer than is commonly
fuppofed, as might be fhown by an examination of fome of the
“moft celebrated plays. There is a great difference between the
' ﬂﬁniﬁg thoughts that are applauded in the world by men of tafte, °
and the folid and profitable truths of religion. - However it is
allowed; that there are fome things to be found in plays, againft
which no j'uﬁ objection can be made ; and it is eafy to form an
' idea
* Remarks on Anderfon’s Pofitions coneerning the unlawfolacfs of fage-

lewe .
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idea of them ftill more pure than any that do yet exift; but the

~ queftion is, Whether it is poffible now to find, or reafonable to
hope to find, fuch a number of pieces, in their prevailing ten-
dency, agreeable to the holinefs and purity of the Chriftian cha-
racter, as are neceflary to fupport a publick theatre. Till this
is accomplifhed, all that is done to fupport the theatre in the
+ mean time, is done to fupport the intereft of vice and wicked-
nefs ; whatever it may be in itfelf and i ngly confidered. And
if fuch an entire reformation be impoflible, a partial reformati-
on, or mixing a few good things with it, is not anly ineffe&ual
but hurtful. It makes a bad caufe a little more plaufible, and

" therefore the temptation fo much the more formidable,

There is a difcourfe of a foreigner of fome note, in which
Bc exerts all his eloquence in commendation of plays, when ufed -

. in the public fchools, for the improvement of youth in action
and elocution, under the direction of their mafters, As this
gentleman was a clergyman, his authority is often ufed on this
fubje@. But it ought to be obferved, that as ke yas a young
" man when he employed his eloquence in this caufe, fo, what he
fays, firongly fupports the propriety of the diftin&ion I have
laid down, He exprefly confines the argument to fuch plays as
were reprefented by youth in the fchools, and rejeds with great
abhorrence the public ftage, and fuch as were acted by mercena-
ry players. Of the laft fort he hath the following frong words, .
At hic vereor A. ne qui fint inter vos gui ex wie quacrant : Quid
agis adslefeens ? Tunc comoedos, Hifiriones, mimosy ex eloguens
tiae fludiofis facere paras? Egone ? Hiftriones ? Quos? An
viles illos qui in fcenam prodeunt mercede conduBi? Qui quaef-
tus caufa guam/:bet perfonam induant? gui pafim per urbes va-
gantes artem fuam venalem habent ? Ruiy meritos Rowmano jure,
infamia notantur ? Abfit a me abfit, ut in bac impiciatis
Jebola teneros adolefcentium animos eloquentia imbui velim.
Ruanticunque cam facio, tanti tamen.non efts  Satius offet bal-.
&w:r., imo fatius mutum cffe, 1aum non _fine [ummo amrm j peri-
D3 : . . culs
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¢culo eloguentiam difcere *. Which paffage may be tranflated
thus, ¢ But here I am affraid fome of you will be feady to chal-
¢ lenge me, and to fay, what is this you aim at young man? Do
¢ you intend to make all who ffudy eloquence comedians, play-
¢ ers, boffoons? Do Iindeed ? What fort of players? Thofe
¢ contemptible wretches, who are hired to come upon the ftage,
¢ and who for gain will perfonate any chara@er whatever? Wha
~ ¢ go about through different cities making merchandife of their
“art? Who are juftly marked with infamy in the Roman law ?
¢ —— Far, far be it from me to propofe, that the tender minds
¢ of youth thould be taught eloquence in this fchool of impiety,
¢ However much I value it, I value it not at this rate. Better it
" ¢ wereé they fhould flammer in fpeech, nay, better that they were
¢ dumb and incapable of fpeech, than that they fhould learn the
¢ art of eloquence, by putting their fouls in the moft immineny
¢ danger,’ Now, whether this author’s fcheme was right or not,
1 have no occaflon at prefent to debate with him as an adverfary,
for he reje@s with abhorrence the i xmpntauon of faveuring the
caufe againft which I plead.
‘When a public theatre is defended as a mean of mﬁm&non, ¥
* cannot help thinking it is of importance to obferve, that it is a

method altogether uncommanded and unauthorized in the word

of God. This will probably appear a very weak argument to
many, but it will not appear fo to thofe who have a firm belicf
of, and a juft efteem for that book of life. Such will not expe&,
that any method will prove effe€tual to make men wife wnra
[falvation without the blefling of God, and they will hardly be
induced to look for his blefling upon the ftage. And let it be
remembired, that it is now pled for-in a higher light, and on a
more impertant account than merely as an amufement, viz. as
proper to fopport the intereft of religion ; it thould therefore
‘bave a pofitive warrant before it be employed in this caufe, left
it fhould meet with the fame recepuon that all other human

devices:

¥ Wereafels Qratio de Comantile,

)
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sz:ces will mect with, Who bath required thefe things at ;oar
bands ?

And that none may ufe a delufory.fort of reafoning, and fblﬁ .
from one pretence to another, faying, it becomes a lawfu] a-.

- mufement by its tendency to inftfuc, and an effe@tual inftruc-

tion by its pawer to’ pleafe at the fame time ; it muft be ob
ferved, that a finful amufement is not to be indulged on any
pretence: whatfoever, for we muft not do- evil that good may

. ¢ome. Nay, callitonly a dangexous amufement, e¢ven in that

cafe, no pretence of poffible or probable inftrudtion, (tho’ fuch
a thing were not contrary.to the fuppofition) is fufficient to
warrant it.  Nothing lefs than its being neceffary.could autho-
rife the pradtice, and that I hope none will be fo bardy as to
affirm. '

" It can never be affirmed to be neceffary, without a blafphem-
ous impeachment of the divine wifdom. If the holy feriptures,
and the methods there authorifed and appointed, are full and

¢ fufficient for our fpiritual improvement, all others muft be

wholly unneceffary. And if ‘they are the moft powerful and
the moft effe@ual means, no others muft be fuffered to come
into rivalfhip and competition with them; on the comrary;
they muft be condemned as wrong, or laid afide as comparative-
ly weak. The truth is, the ftage can never be defended on
a more untenable footing, than when it is reprefented as hiving
& moral or virtuous, that is to fay, a pious or religious tenden-
cy. What Chriftian can hear fuch a plea with patience ? Ts
the Jaw of the Lord perfec?, comverting the foul 2~ I it able f0

~ make the man of God perfelt, throughly furnifbed to every good

avork 2 What then are its defeéts which muft be fupplied by
the theatre ? Have the faints of God, for fo many ages, been
carried ffely through all the dark and difficult fteps of their
carthly pilgrimage, with his law as a Jight 1o their feet, and a

- lamp to their path, and yet is it now. neceffary, that they fhould
- heve additional illumination from a well:regulated Rage : Haye

ghcrc
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there been for fo long a time paftors employed bearing a divine
commiffion ? ordinances adminiftred according to divine infti~
tution? Have thefe been hitherto effectual for perfecting the
Jaints, for the work of the minifiry, and for edifying the body of
Chrift 2 And fhall we not count them among the fcoffers that

were to come in the laft days, who pretend to open up a new

commiffion for the players to affift. If any fhall fay there needs
no divine inftitugion, al] men are called to inftruct one anothcr,

the lips of the righteous fhould feed many, and this way of the

drama is but a mode of the inftruction we all owe to one ang-

ther. I anfwer, it is as a2 mode I attack it. ‘This very mode

has been fhown to be dangerous, nay finful, as an amufement;

who then can fhew its neceffity, in the fame mode, for inftrucion

or improvement, '

If the flage be a proper method of promotmg the mtcrclls of
religion, then is Satan’s kingdom divided againft itfelf, which
he is more cunning than to fuffer it to be. -Far, whatever des"
bate there be, whether good men may attend the theatre, there
can be no queftion at all, that no openly vicious man is an
enemy to it, and that the far greateft part of them do paffi-
orately love it. I fay no openly vitious man, for, doubtlefs,
there may be fome hypocrites wearing the habit of the Chriftian
pilgrim, who are the very worft of men, and yet may fhew a-
bundance of zeal againft the ftage. But nothing is more cer~
tain, than that, taking the world according to its appearance,
it is the worft part of it that fhews moft paffion for this enter-
tainment, and the beft that avoids and fears it, than which there
can hardly be a worfe fign of it, as a mean of doing good.

“Whocver believes the following words of our bleffed Redeemer,
will never be perfuaded that poets and aors for the (tage have
reccived any commiffion to fpeak in his name. My Jheep hear
wy wice, and 1 bla'w them, and they follew me*.—A ﬁranger

: awill

. Joha x. a7,

—— . e e
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will they not follow, but will fiee from him, for tbqy bzo'w not

the voice of firangerst. 1
This leads us to obferve, that the ftage is not only an im+
proper method of inftruétion, but that all, or the far greateft
humber of pieces there reprefented; muft have, upon the whole,
& pernicious tendency. ‘This is evident, becaufe they muft be
to the tafte and relith of the bulk of thofe who attend it. The
difficulty of getting good authors for the theatre, I fhall not
inGft upon, but whatever the authors are able or willing to do,
" it is certain, that their produétions in fat, can rife no higher
" in point of purity, than the audience fhall be willing to reecive,
Their attendance is not conftrained, but voluntary ; nay, they
pay dearly for their entertdinment ; and therefore they muft, and
will have it to their tafte. This is a part of the fubjet that
merits the particular attention of all who are inclined to judge
impartially, and it proves, in the ftrongeft manaer,. the abfor-
dity of forming chimerical fuppofitions of a ftage fo regulated,
a3, inflead of bcmg hurtful, to pramote the interefts of plct' ,
and virtue,
: : ~ Here
‘+ jolm X S o
t It is to be obferved here, to prevent mi(hlun, tlut the ltmment fs
founded on the general and ptevnlmg inclination of the greateft part of each
chara@er, and not opon patticular inflances, in many of which, it is con-
Cefled, it yvil/l not hold. For, as it is difficult to kgow the real charafer of
fome perfons, in whom there are fome marks snd figng of trae-religion, and
at the fame time, fome ymptoms of unfeundnefs, fo, it is fill moce diffi-
‘cult to determine the quality of fingle altions. ‘Therefore, it is little or ne
argument that any pralice is fafe or good, becaufe one geod man, or one
“fappofed to be goed, bas been known to do it; or on the contrary, i,
:becaufc one bed man has been kaown to do it. Bt as, when we retite
further from the limit that divides them, the charaitess e more cleatly
and fenfibly dxﬂinguifhed fo, whatever pratice is paogately defired by
wicked men in general, and thunned by the good, certainly is of bad ten~
dency. If it were otherwife, -as faid above; Satan’s kingdom would be di-
wided againf} itfelf, and the God swbo kecpeth covenant and truth for ever,
would fail in his promife, of giving his people commfel, and l‘mbm{ them the
woay in which they ought to swalk,
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Here let fome truths be called to mind which are frequently
mentioned i in the holy fcriptures, but feldom recolle@ted, and
their confequences very litde attended to. There is a dlﬂm&lon
often flated, both in the old and New Teftament, between the
gbildren of God and the men of the world. Thefe are mixed
together in the prefent ftate, and ‘cannot, in many cafes, be
ecrtainly diftingaithed by their outward appearance ; yet is there

at bottom, not only a real diltin&tion of charader, but a per-
fe&t oppofition between them, as to the conimanding principle
of all their a®ions. And as there is an oppofition of charadter
between them, fo there muft be an oypoﬁtxon of interefts and

views. Our blefled Redeemer when be came into the world,

was defpifed and rejefied of men; and he every where tells his
difciples, that they muft expec no better treatment. Blefed
are ye when men fhall revile you, and perfecute you, and foall
Jay all manner of evil againft you falfely, for my fake. Rejoice

and be exceeding glad : for great is your reward in heaven;
Jor fo perfecuted they the prophets that avere before you ®. "And
on the other hand, Wo unto you when all mes fhall fpeak ‘well
of you, for fo did their fathers to the falfe prophets t. Again,
© If e were of the world, the world would love his own ; but be-
- eaufe ye are not of the world, but I have chofen you out of the
avorld, therefore the aworld bateth yout. His apoftles fpeak al-
ways the fame language : Thus the apoftle Paul, 4nd be not
eomformed to this world §. Nay, be lays it down &s an uni-
verfal pofition, Yea, and all that will live godly in Chrift Fefus
Jhall fuffer perfecution . Now I afk, Whether thofe who have
a ftrong and roeted averfion at true holinefs, which is the cha-
racer of the fincere Chriftian, will voluntarily croud to the
theatre, to hear and fee fuch performances as breathe nothing
- but what is agreeable to the pure uncorrupted word of God 2
\le thofe who revile, injure, and perfecute the faints them-
felves,

. Mat. v, 12§ thvx. a6, ' § Johaxv,19. § Rom.xii 2
: § 2 Tim, 3. 12, ! i
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felves, ‘delight in' the ftage, if honour is there putupon true Te-
ligion, and be pleafed with that chara&er in the reprefentation
which they hate in the original ? This would be to expet im-
poffibilities. And therefore, while the great majority of thofe
- who attend the ftage are unholy, it is certain, that the plays
which they behold with pleafure canriot, upon the whole, but
have a criminal tendency.

If any allege, that the poets art may be a mean to make re-
ligion amiable to them, I anfwer, that he cannot make it ami-
able, but by adulterstion, by mixing it with fomething agree-
able to their own tafte, and then it is not rehgnon that they
admire, but the erroneous, debafed and falfe refemblance of it;
Or even fuppofing, that, in a fingle inftance or two, nothing
in fubftance {iould be fet before them but true rellglon, and
, this dreffed to the very highelt advantage by the poet’s geniug )
- and ador’s kill, there would be little gained; becaufe thefe

human arts only, weuld be the objec of their admiration; and
they would always prefet, and fpeedily procure, a difplay of the
fame arts, upon a fubje& more agreeable to their corrupt minds.
This, indeed, we are riot left to gather by way of inference and
deduction from othier tiuths, but ate exprefly taught it in the
word of God.  For the natural man receiveth not the things of
the [pirit of God: for they are foolifbnefs unto him; neither can
he know them, becaufe they are fpiritually difcerned*:  Experi-
ence isa ftrong proof of this; for if any man will take the paing
of making up a fyftem of the morality of the ftage, I do not
mean the horrid prophanity and feandalous obfcenity that is to

be found in the worft, but of that which is called virtue in the

beft of the pieces wrote for the theatre, he will find it exceeding
different from Chriffian morals ;- s-and, that an adherence to it
would be, in moﬁ mﬁancés, a wilful departure from the rules

of a holy life.
However ylmnly this is founded upon the word of God and
~E found
Wt % 1 Com il 14 v -
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fonnd reafon, there are fome very unwilling to think, that ever
their duty as Chriftians thould conftrain them to be at odds with

the delicacies of life, or the polite and fathionable pleafures of
the age. And, as the mind of man is very ingenious in the de-

fence of that pollution which it loves, they fometimes bring in

criticifm to their aid, They alledge that by the awor/d is un-
derltood, generally thro’the New Teftament, thofe who were
Heathens by profeffion; and that the fame oppofition to true
religion, in judgment and heart, is not to be afcribed to thofe
- who are members of the vifible church. It is anfwered, the
word did indeed fignify as they fay, for this plain reafon, that
in the eatly days of Chriftianity, when it was under perfecution,
few or none would make profeflion of it unlefs they did really
believe it. But is not the meaning {till the fame ? Can we fup-
pofe that the'hatred of the then world was at the name of gelir
gion only, and not at the fubftance ? Was the devil 14e prince
of this worid, then? And has he not now equal dominion oves,
and is he not equally ferved by thofe whe- are profane in their
lives, though they were once baptifed ? Was he the {pirit that
then ayorked, and is he not the fpirit that now aworks in the chil-
dren of difobedience? The truth therefore remains fhll the
fame, thofe who are in a natural and unregenerate {tate, who
hate true religion in their hearts, muit have fomething very dif-

" ferent before they can be pleafed with feeing it on the flage *,
' : That

® There is an excellent paflage to this purpofe in an effay againft plays,

- to' be found in one of the volumes publithed about a hundred years ago by

. the gentemen. of the Portroyal in France, a fociety of Janfenifts, of great

. partsand eminent piety. This effay in particular, is by fome faid ta have ‘

been. written by the prince of Conti. SeQiva. 15th of that effay, he fays,

" 1t is fo,true that plays are almoft always a reprelentation of vicious paffi-
¢ ons, that the moft part of Chriftian virtues are ipcapable of appearing upon

¢ the ftage, Silence, patience, moderation, wifdom, poverty, repentance,

© @ are no virtues the reprefentation of which ean divert the fpeQators 3 and
" ¢ sbove all, we.never hear bumility fpoken of, and the bearing of injories.
. : R
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That this argument may have its proper for&e,' we ought to
confider, how great a proportion of perfons under the dominion
of vice and wickednefs there muft always be among thofe who
attend the theatre. The far greateft number of the world in
general are ungodly. ‘This is a fa& which could hardly be de-
nied, even tho’ the following paffage had not ftood in the ora-

cles of truth.  Enter ye in at the firait gate; for wids is the

gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to deftrution, and many
there be awhich go in thereat : Becaufe firait is the gate, and
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that
And it$, And as none can attend the ftage, but thofe in high-
er life, and more affluent circumftances than the bulk of man-
kind, there is ftill a greater proportion of them who are ene.
mies to pure and undefiled religjon. Thus, fays our Saviour to’
his difciples, Verily I fay unto you, that a rich man fhall bard{y‘
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” And again 1 [ay unto you, it
ir cafier for 4 camel 10 &o through the eye of a needle, than for a
rich man fo enter into the kingdom of God}. To the fame pur~
pofe the apoftle Paul fays, Y7 fze your calling, brethren, bous
that not many Wife men afier the flefh, nut many mighty, sot many
noble are called |.  This does not at all fuppofe, that thofe in
high life are originally more corrupt in their nature than others,
"but it arifes from their being expofed to much greater and
fronger temptations. Now if, from the fmall number of rea}
Chriftians in the upper ranks of life, we again fubftradt fuch ag

count,

< It would be. firange to foe & modeft and ilent roligious perfon reprefedted..

¢ There muft be fomething of great and renowned aceording to men, or '

¢ at leaft fomething lively and animated, which isnot met withal in Chri.
¢ ftian gravity and wifdam, and therefore, thofe who baye been defirous to
¢ introduce holy men and women upon the flage, have been forced to make B
¢ them appear prougd, amd to meke them utter diftourfes more proper for the

¢ ancient Roman heroes than for faints and martyrs.  Their devotiea upon - V

¢ the flage ought alfo e be slways o-listle extraordiniry, - -
t Mat,vii, 13, 14, 2 Mat, xix, 23,24. "~} 5Cor. i. 26.
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gount the ftage unlawful or dangeroué, or have no inclination
to it, there will very few remain of thofe who are e Jalt of
tl.'e earth, to feafon the unhallowed affembly. What fort of

produtions then muft they be, which fhall have the approba-

tion of fuch judges? How much more proper to pollute than
to reform, to poifon than to cure? If fuch in fad@ the great
bulk of plays have always hitherto been, from what has been
faid it ought not to be wondered at, becaufe it cannot be o-
therwife. A -

It is very poffible, that fome may be all this while holding
the argument very cheap, and faying with lord Shaftfbury,
¢ The true genius is of 2 nobler nature than fervilely to fabmit.
« to the corrupt or vitiated tafte of any age or place; —he works

* ¢ pot for gain, but defpifes it ;—he knows, and will not fwerve
< from the truth of art ;—he will produce what is noble and
¢ cxcellent in its kind —he will refine the public ear, and teach
¢'them to admire in the right place Thefe, tho’ I'do not cite
any particular paflage, are all of them fentiments, and moft of
,them expreffions, of that author fo much admired among mo-
dern philofophers. But the objection is eafily folved The
obfervation is allowed to be jult, and to hold with refped to
the poetic, gratonal or any human art, becaufe we know of.
no higher ftandard in any of thefe, than what human nature, in
its prefent ﬁate, will moft admire when it is exhibited to view.
Accordmgly the great poet and the great orator, tho’, through
the prevalence of abad- talte, they may find it difficult at firlt
10 procute attention, yet they will ‘procure it at laft: And

when they are heard, they carry the prize from all inferior pre-
tenders H and indeed, their doing fo is the very touchftone and
tnal of. qhelr art itfelf: In this cafe, thcrc lies no appeal from
the judgment of the pubhc or the multitude, (as David Hume,
has faid for once acgording to truth,) to the judgment of a
“wifer few.
+ RBut there cannot be any thing more: abfurd than to fuppofe,
o , that

. . _ P~ =
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that the fame thing will hold in morals and religion. The dra-
matic poets in Athens, where the {tage was firlt eftablithed, im-
proved upan one another, and refined their own tafte, and that
of their andience, agto the elegance of their compofitions. Nay,
they foon brought tragedy, as a great critic* obferves, to as
great perfection as the nature of the thing feems to admit of.
But whoever will from this infer, that they improved in their
morals in the fame proportion, or by that means, will fall into
a very grofs mlﬁake This, indeed, feems to be the great er-
ror of modern mﬁdels, to fuppofe, that there is no more in mo-
rals than a certain tafte and fenfe of beauty and elegance. Na-
tural talents in the human mind are quite diftinét from moral
difpofitions, and the excellence of the one is no evidence at all
of the prevalence of the other. On the contrary, the firft are
,many times found in, the highett perfe@ion, where there is a
total abfcnce of the laft. And therefore, that true genius is
the obje& of univetfal approbation, hinders not but that true
goodnéfs is the obje& of general averfion. The fcripture afe
fures us, that all men are by nature under the power of fin, lbat
every imagination of the thoughts of man is only evil from his
youthy and that continually t. That the carnal mind is enmity
againfl God, and, till it be renewed by divine grace, is not j&é-

‘ Ject to the law of ‘God, neither indeed can be}.

Now it is utterly impoffible and felf-contradiGory, that men
fhould approve and delight in that which is contrary to the ha-
bitual prevailing temper of their hearts; and to bring about a
cbange in them is not in the power of any human art, but with
the concurrence of the fpifit and grace of God. In this he has
given no authority to the players to aét under him, nay, hebas -
exprefly told us, that he will not ordinarily, in any way what-
ever, make ufe of the pcrfeéhon of human art, but of the plaineft
and weakeft outward méans, Thus the apoftle Paul tells us his
Mafter fent him, To preach the gojpel, not with wifdem of werds,

v . ’ . defh
® Arifiotle, + Geavisi  § Rom. siii. 7. o
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1eft the crofs of Chrift fhould be made of nome offet %.~—And,
after that in the wifdom of God, the world by wifdom kmenw not
God, it pleafed God by the foolifbmefs of preaching to fave them
that believe +. He alfo profefles that his pratice had always been
conformed to this rule, 4nd ], brethren, whes I came to yox, came
not with excellency of fpeech or of awifdom, declaring unto yox
the teflimony of Gody. And my fpecch and my preaching awas
mot with enticing words of wman's wifdom, but ix demonfiration
of the Spirit and of power. That your faith fheuld not fland in
the wifdom of men but in the power of God || §.

It may be neceffary here, to obviate an objection, that in the

holy fcriptures themfelves we find feveral paffages which feem.

to fignify, that true religion, though it is not the choice of alt
men, is yet the object of univerfal aprobation. Thus we are

told, that tbe righteous fhall be in everlafling remevibrance, bup -

1he memery of the wicked fhall rot. Nay, we are exhorted by
the apoftle Paul to the pradice of eur duty, in fuch terms as
thefe, Whatfocver things are true, whatfoever things are lovely,

. what-

® jCor.i.x7. tIbidveriar. 1 1Corii.1. | Ebidver. 4, 5.

§ Perhaps fome will afk here, Is then human art, and are natural talents,
which are the gifts of God, wholly excluded from his fervice ? I anfwer, they
are not. And yet the inflances of their being eminently ufeful are exceed-
ing raxe. Such is the imperfection of the buman mind, that it can hardly at
the fame time, give great attention and application to two diftinét fubjeéts 3
and therefore, when men give that intenfe application to human art, which
is neceffary to bring it to its petfe&lion, they are apt to overloek the power
and grice of God, without which all art is vain and ineffle@®ual. Agrecably
to this,’ when men of eminent talents have been of fervice in religfon, it has

been commonly by the exercife of felf-denial, by making s very fparing and _

woderate ufe of them, and fhowing themfelves fo deeply penetrated with a
fenfe of the important truths of the everlafting gofpel, as to defpife the beau-
ties and embsllithments of human fkill, toc great an attention to which is e-
vidently inconfiftent with the other, Well, fay refined obfervers, this is the
very pesfoltion of art to ufe it with great referve, and keep it out of view ag
much as poffible, Anditis, indecd, the perfection of art to have the ap-
pearance of this, but it is pegu'far to'a rentwed heart to have it inveality.

=
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dvbatfocver things are oj' good report, if there be any virtue, if’
. there be any praife, think on thefe things. But thefe muft farely
be explained in fuch a manner, as to be confiftent with the clear
and firong paffages mentioned above; which is not difficult 1o
do. The matter of many good adtions, particulasly focial vie-
_tues, the duties of the fecond table of the law, wicked men do of-
ten approve, nay, they may not only fee fome beauty, but feel
fome pleafure in them, from natural tho’ unfancified affections
leading to. themr. But truly good actions, inflances of ,h’oly obe-
dience to God, in their manmer, and in the principles from which
they ought toflow, they neither can approve nor perform.
Nothing can be done agreeable to the will of God, but what
bath the following properties. It muft be done from a fenfe,
not only of the unalterable cbligation, but the perfeé excellence
of the law of God *; renouncing all pretence of merit in the
adof 1; depending for affiftance entirely on divine ftrength $ ;
* end with a fingle ey¢ to.the divine glory |l Itis not the matter
of an a&ion that renders it truly holy, but the prevalence of thefe
principles in the heart of the performer. And they are fo far .
from being generally appraved, that they are hated and defpifed,
“and the very profeflion of moft of them at leaft, ridiculed by es
very Worldly' man. The truthis, it is not eafy to difcover thefe
principles otherwife. than by narsation. They ly-deep in the
heast, they da net feck to difcover themfelves, and the fh
them on the ftage would be a fort of contradi@ion to their nas
ture.. I believe it would exceed: the art of moft poets or a&ors,
to exhibit by outward figns, true felf-denial, without joming
to it fuch  oftentation as would deftray.its effe@. Or if it could
be done, it would be fo far from: being delightful to thofe wha
16raug6 the pride of their heart avill not. feck after God, that i
would fill theim with difguft or difdain. So that all fiends of the
flage ought to-join with David Hume, who hath excluded felfs
' L denial,
i 4 R;m vil. 12. ¢+ Gul. il. 20, Phil, m. $ Johnxv. 5.~
§ 1 Cor.x. 31, 1 Petiiv. g1,
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denial, humlhty, and mortification from the number of the ¥if- o

tues, and ranked them among the vices.
From this it appears, that worldly. men will bear a form of

godlinefs, but thé {pirit and power of it they cannot endure.
When therefore, the fcriptures reprefent religion, or any part .

of it, as amiable in the éyes of mankind in general, it is only
giving one view of its excellence in itfelf or in its matter : Bu
- this can never be intended to make the judgment of bad men it§
fandard or meafure. Or, when the approbation of men is pros
pofed as an argument to duty, it cannot be confidered in any o-
ther light, than as-an affiftant fubordinate motive to preferve
us from its violation ; for the fcriptures will never warrant ug
$0aim at the praift of men as the reward of our compliance.

If there be any more than what is fiid above in the teftimony
which wicked men give in favonr of religion, it is but the
voice of natural confcience, that i, the voite of God in them;
and not theif own ; and as it is ‘extorted from them againt their
will, they do all in their power to deftroy the force of the evi:

dence. This we may be fenfible of; if we will recolledt, that it -

is always general, and that many fpeak well of fomething which
they call religion, in general, when yet there is hardly any of
the fervants of God,. in whofe chatader and condu& they wili
not endeaVout either to find or makeé a flaw; The truth is, tho*
fome few heroes in profanity, vilify religion ifi itfelf dire@tly,

and in all its parts, the plurality of fcoffers only tell you, this ,
and the other thing is not religion, but fperftition, precifenefs,

fancy or whim, and fo on. Bt at the fame time, if you take
~ away all that by fome or other is refleéted on under thefe appel-
lations, you will leave little behind. Which plaihly"teac'hcs us

this truth, that no man will cordially approve of fuch a fcheme |
of religion as he does not believe and embrace, or inwardly and _

without diffimulation applaud a charater that is better than hid
ewn: at leaft, than his ewn cither i xs, or hs fecretly hopa ittor
: “hets
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Be *. For this reafon; the apoftle John gives itas a mark or e-
vidence of regeneration, #We know that ave have paffed from death
b0 life; becaufe we love the brethren, that i8 to fay, a fincere and
prevalent love to a faint as fuch, can dwell in no heart but that
which is fanétified. .
" It will be proper hefe to take notice; becaufe it has fomne re-
lation to this fubje, of what the advocates of the ftage often

. inake their boaft; that before a polifhed audience things grofly:

triminal are not fuffered to be acted ; and that it is one of the
rules of the drama, that, if futh things be.fuppofed; they muft
be kept behind the fcenes. We are often put in mind of the
pure talte of an Athenian audience; who, upon oe of the ac-

tors

_ % For afftrtainlng the fenfé, and éonfirming the truth of this pffhge, itis
A Pl'oper to obferve, That by the word [bettet] is not fo much to be underfiood
']nghum degree, as different in kind. Tho’ even in the firft fenfe, it feems

to hold pretty pnenlly, in comparifens between man and man. Men com-
inenly extend their charity to thofe who have lefs; and not to thofe who

- have more goodnefs than thiemfelves. There aré very few; who, when they

fee others more Aric and regelar iri their condué® than chey are willing to be,
do not afcribé it eithier to weaknefs, or hypocrify. Perbaps; indeed, the
reafon of this may be, that a gradual difference a8 to the a&iont done; is con<
fidered as conttituting a fpecific difference in the mioral character ; and mea
tondemn others not for being béttet thad themfeves, upon their own notion
of goodnefs, but for placing religion i the exti¢mes which they apprehead
tight to be avoided. This confirms the remark made above, that every
tnan’s own chara@eris the flandard of his approbation, and fhows ‘at the
fame time its confiftency with that bumility which is effential to every Chri-
ftian. Wherever there is a real approbation, and fincere copfeﬂ'l]on, of fue
perior worth, there is alfo an unfeigned imitatios of it. The Chriflian, not
enly knows himfelf to be infinitely diftant from God, whom yet he fupreme-
Iy loves, bot thinks himfelf lefs than the leak of all faints 3 but he could

+ - neither love the one nor the other, if he had nota feal, however diftant likes

" pefey if be had not the feeds of every good difpofition implanted in him, the

growth of which is his fopreme defice, and the improvemont of which is ¢he'
oouhnt objed of his care and diligence.
oo
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tors expfeﬂ'mg a profane thought, all rofe up and left the rhe:

atre. ' A famous French tragedian, Corneille, alfo takes motiee °

of it as an evidence of the improvement of the ftage in his time,
that one of his beft written picces had not fucceeded; ¢ Becaufe
¢ it ftruck the fpecators with the horrid idea of a proftitution te
* which a holy woman bad been conderimed.” As to the cafe
of the Athenians, it were ealy to fhow from the nasure and cit-
cumftances of the fa&, that this refentment at the profanity ef
the poet, tho’ it was expreffed in the theatre, was by no means
learned there. Bat it is ﬁgedlefs to enter into any nice difquifi-
tion upon- this fubjet, for all that follows from any fuch in-
ftances, 1s, that there are fome things fo veiy grofs and fhogk-
ing, that, as but a few of the moft abandoned will commit them,
fo, the reft of the world can have no delight in beholding them.
There is, no doubt, 3 great variety of chara@ers differing one
from another in the degree of their degeneracy, and yet all of
them effentially diftinét from true piety.

To fet this matter in a juft Light we muft remember, that, ay
has been canfeffed above, the matter of many good a&ions, or 3

defedtive imperfect form of virtue is approved by the generality .

of the world ; and, that they are very much fwayed in their ac-
tions by a view to public praife. Thcrefore, they are mutually
checks to one another, and vice is not feen on a theatre in a
grofs, but commonly in a more dangerous, becaufe an cngage-
ing and infinuating form. ‘The prefence of fo many witneffes
does reftrain and difguife fin, but cannot change its nature, or
render it innocent. The purity of the theatre can never be

carried farther by the tafte of the audience, than what is requir-

ed in converfation with the polite and fathionable world. There
~ viceis in fome meafure reftrained ; men may be wicked, but they
muft not be rade. How much this amounts to, is but too wel
known ; it is no more than that we muft not difguft thofe with
whom we converfe, and varies with their charader, Thisis fo far

from -




W =

2a”

T

= = R " = = R

- o=

%

. the Nature and Effects of tbe Stage. 43

£rom being agreesble to the rules of the golpel, thit a ferious
Chriftian is often obliged, from a fenfe of duty, to be guilty of 2
breach of good manners, by adminiftring unacceptable reproef.

Thus it appears, that, in the flage, the audience gives law to
the poet, which is much the fame thing as the fcholar choofing
his own leffon, and whether this be a fafe or profitable method
of inftru&ior is eafy to judge. Every one who knows human

_ mature, efpecially who believes the reprefentation given of it in

Bcripture, muft conclude, that the young will be feduced into the
tommiffion, and the older confitmed and hardened in the pratice
of fin, becaule charadters fundamentally wrong will be there
painted out in an amiable light, and divefted of what is moft
fhamefu] and fhocking. By this means confcience, inftead of
being alarmed and giving faithfal teftimony, is dectived and
made a party in the eaufe. In fhort, vice in the theatre muft wear
the garb, affume the name, and claim the reward of virtue. How
ftrong a confirmation of this have we from experience ! Have
not plays in fa& ' commonly turned upon the charatters moft
grateful, and the events moft interefting to corrapt natare ?
Pride; under the name of greatnefs of mind, ambition and re-
venge, under thofe of valour and heroif, have been their con- -
ftant fubje@s. But chiefly love: this, which is the ftrongeft paf-
fion, and the moft dangcrou's in the human frame, and from which
the greateft number of crimes, and crinres the moft atrocioiis, have
fprung, was always ensouraged upon the ftage. There, wothen
are-fwelled with vanity, by feeing their fex always deified and
adored ; there, men learn the language, as well as feel by fym-
pathy, the tranfports of that paffion; and there, the hearts of
botki are open and unguarded to receive the impreffion, becaufe .
it is covered with a mafk of Ronour. Hath this then been only
the cafe at paiticalar tdmes of occafional corrupnon, of fot want
of a proper regulation of the ﬁagy ¥ No, It is infeparable from
its  conftitution. Such hath been the nature and tendency of
playsin all former ages, and fuch, from the tafte and difpofition
F2 of
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of thofe who- attend them, it is certain they will for.cver con,
tinue to be ¥, - . - Anas

- ® Perhaps, it will be alledged, that the whale force of this reafoning may
be evaded, by fuppofing a fage directed by the magiftrate, and fypported at
the public charge." In this calg the performers woyld be under no temptati-
on, fof gaig, to gratify the tafte of the audience, and the managers would
bavea quite different intention. It is confefied, that this fuppoﬁuon feems
conﬁicnbly to weaken the arguments above ufed, though, perhaps, more in
theory than it wonld do in pradice. But I would sk any who make fuch
a fuppofition, Why this invielable sttachment ta the flage ? Why matt fo
many efforts be made to preferve it in fomg fhape or ether ? What are itq
mighty heneﬁu, that it muft be forced as it were out of its own natural eourfe
in order to make it hwful rather than we will give it up as pernicious?. .-
Ftisalfo to be obferyed, lhat, however ulefal an ordinance of God magiftra.

- €y be for public order, there is very little fecucity in the direion of ma.
giﬂnm, for found and wholgfome inftruétion in religion oy morsls. We c1q
‘mever depend vpon them for this, uplefs they arg themfelves perfons of trug

piety, and not always eyen when that i the cafe, t:capfe they may be gal- - '

ty of many errors in judgment. Now it is pot reafonable to hope, thag

magiftrates, in any country, will be always, or < :n geaerally, perfon: of

. trne piety. Such, with the other qualifications necefliry to magiftrates, are
oot always to be found. Neither is there any aceffity forit j becaufe, thot
doubtlefs, thofe who fear God will be the moft faithful magifirates, 3nd the
moft dutiful fubjc&s, yet the greateft part of the duties of both may be per-
formed without this, in a uanner, in which the public will fee and fee}
very little difference. Magiftracy has only the outward carriage, and not the
heart for its objed®, and it is the fenfible ¢ffeét which the public looks for
and not the principle from which any thing is done. Therefore, a5 on tha
one hand, if a fubje@ obeys the laws, and autwardly fulfills the duti¢s of his
fation, the magiftrate hath nqthipg farther to demand, tho’ it be only for

" wwrath, and not for confeience fake ; fo on the othes, if a magiftrate be diligeng
in prefetvmg order and promoting the general good, tlwu(h the motive of hig
sBtions be no better than vanity, ambition, or the fear of mag well conceal-
od, the public reaps the benefit, and has no groand of complaint, even whilft

“'his charaller is detefable in the fight of God. But this megifirate can nevex

be fafely trufted with the direlion of wiat regards our moral or fpirityal im- -

provement, and he would be going out of his owa fphere thould he attempt it,
" eeeemcAfter all, it makes little diﬁerenu whether the magiftrate or any body
elfe diretts the flage, while the atmdlnge is voluntary ; for in that cafe, ig
Wulk cither be fuited to the takte of the audieace, or it will be wholly defested,

il ‘

-
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- Another argument which fhews the ftage to be an improper

.

* method of inftruion, or rather that it is pernicicus and burt-
~ ful, may be drawn from its own nature. Ip its moft impreved

flate it is a picture of human life, and muft teptd'ent characters
s they really are.  An author for the ftage is not permitted to
feign, but to paint and copy, Tho' he thould introduce things
pr perfons ever fo excellent, if there were not difcerned a refem-
blance between them and real life, they .would be {o far from
being applauded, that they would not be fufferéd, bot would be

- condemuned as a tranfgreffion of the fundamental sules of the

art. Now, are not the great majority of chara&ters in real life
bad ? Muit pat the greateft part of thofe reprefented on the
ftage be bad? And therefore, muft not the ftrong impreflion

. which they make upan thrfpe&aton be hurtful in the fame pro-

portian ?

It is a known tsuth, eﬁabhﬂ:ed by the experience of all ages,
that bad example has a powerful and unhappy influence upom
buman chara@ers. Sin is of 2 contagious and fpreading natare,
and the human heart is but too fofceptible of the infe@tion. This
may be afcribed to feveral caufes, and to one in particular which
is applicable to the prefent cafe, That the feeing of fin fre-
quently cammitted, muft gradually abate that horror which we
ought to have of it upon our minds, and which fesves to keep
us from yielding to its follicitations. Frequently fecing the
moft terrible objeés rendcrs them familiar to our view, and
makes us behold them with lefs emotion. And, from fecing
fin witbout reluance, the tranfition is cafy, to a compliance
with its repeated importunity, efpecially, as there are latent ge.
maining difpofitions ta finning in every heart that is but imper-
fectly fanctified. It will be difficult to aflign any other reafon,
why wickednels is always carried to a far greater height in large
and populous cities, than in the country. Do not multitudes,

" in places of great refort, come to perpetrate calmly and fedately,

witheut any remorfe, fuch crimes, as wquld furprize a lefs knows
ing
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ing finner fo much as to hear of ? Can it then be fafe, to be
prefent at the exhibition of fo many vitious characters as ale
ways muft appear, upon the ftage ? Mult it not, like other ex-
amples, have a firong, tho’ infenfible influence, and, indeed,
the more firong bécaufe unperceived,

Perhaps fome will fay, This argument draws very deep, it
is a reproaching of providence, and finding fault with the order
which God hath appointed, at Jealt permitted, to take place in
the world, where the very fame proportion of wicked characters
is to be feen. But is there not a wide difference between the
petmifiion of any thing by a wife, holy, and juft God, or its
making part of the plan of providence, and our przfuming to
do the fame thing, without authority, and whén wé can neither
reftrain it within proper bounds, nor dired it to its proper end,
There are many things which are proper and competent to God,
which it would be the moft attocious wickednefs in man to i-
mitate. Becaufe it'is both good and juft in God to vifiz us with
ficknefs, or to take us away by death when he fees it proper,
would it therefore be lawful in us, to bring any of them upon
curfelves at our own pleafure ? I fhould rather be inclined to
thisk, that thefe fportive reprefentations on the ftage, inftead
of being warranted by their counterpart in the world, are a dars
ing profanation, and, as it were, a mockery of divine provis
dence, and fo to be confidered in a light yet more dreadful,
than any in which they have been hitherto viewed. Befides, it
ought to be remembred that, tho’ évil a&ions, ;as'permitted, make
a part of the will of God, yet, hithérto, all who deferve the
name of Chriftianis have affirmed, that what is finful in any ace
tion is to be afctibed to the will of the creature as its adequate
. canfe ;* and therefore, exh:bmng bumidn a&ions and charaéters
upon the ftage, is, not only repfeﬁ:ntmg the works of God, but
gepeating the fins of men.

The criminal and dangerous nature of fuch a condu@, will
farther appear from this, that it is, by juRt and neceffary confes

quence,
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quence, forbidden in the word of Gad. There we find, that
tho’, in his fovereign providence, he permits the commiflion of
fin, (uffers his own people to continue mixed with fianers in
this ftate, arnd makes their connexion with them in fome mea-
fure unavoidable, as a part of their trial, yet he hath cxprefly
prohibited them from having any more communication with
fuch, than he himfelf hath made neceffiry, We are warned in
feripture, that evil communications corrupt good mauners, and
therefore, that we muft fly the fociety of the ungodly. The
Plalmilt tells us, Blefod is the man ttat walketh not in the coun-
Jel of the ungodly, nor flandeth in the way of finners, nor fittcth

- in the feat of the feornful®. Agreeably to this the charadlers

of good men in feripture are always reprefonted. Thaus the -
Pfalmift David records his own refolution, J awill fet mo wicked
thing 6ejbx“e mine eyes, I hate the work of ther that turn afide,
it fhall not cleave 1o me. A froward heart fhall depart from
me, 1 will not know a wicked perfou + The fame fays elfewhere,
1 am a.companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that
hecp thy precepis 3. Depart from me ye evil doers, for I awill
Resp the commandments of my God |.

But there is no need of citing paffages of fcripture to this
_purpofe; it is well known, that good men, tho’ th¢§ will be very
cautious of rafhly determining characters that are daubtful, and
will far lefs difcover a proud and pharifaical contempt of any
who may yet be veffels of mercy, will howeser, carefully avoid
all uh‘necefﬁ'ry communication with finners. They will neither
follow their perfons from inclination, nor view their conduft
with pleafure. On the contrary, when they cannot whally fly -
from their fociety, it becomes a heavy burdem, and in fome
cafes intolerable, and fo as to require the interpofition.of the
fame kind providence that delivered juff Lot, vexed avith the
filthy canverfation of the axicked. Is there any confiltency bes
tween fuch a charaller, and attending the ftage with delight?

- will

® Pali 1. ¢ Phal, cl. 34 1 Phloexix,63. | Tb, ver. 115
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Will thofe who ‘bebold tranfgreffors, and are grieved, ctowd
with eagernefs to the theatre, where the famie perfons and a&i-

ons are brought under a review ? Will what affe@ed them with -

forrow in the commiffion, be voluntarily chofen, and made fub-
fetvient to their pleafure in the tepetitions

I cannot help here calling to mind the anxious contern, whicht
wife and pious patents ufually fhew for their children, on acs
count of the fnares to which they are unavoidably expofed in arr
evil world. How carefully do they point ouf, and how folemn.
ly do thef charge them to firun the paths in which deftroyers

go. They ufe this caution with refpet to the world, even a¢ -

under the government of God, and in {o doing they follow the
example of their Saviour, who, in the profpeé of leaving his dif-
ciples, after many excellent advices; puts up for thiem this inters

ceffory prayer ; And now 1 am no mere in this world, but thefe..

are in the world, and I come to thee, Holy Father,' keep thro’
thine own name thofe whons thou haft given me, that they may be
oney as we are, 1 pray not that thou fhouldft 1ake them out of
"the world, but that thou Shouldft keep them from the evil*. Can
any expe that this prayer will be heard in their behalf, who
are not content with feeing the world as it is ordeted by a wife
and holy God; bt muit fee it over again, in £ vile imitation, by
a finful man, ‘

It will probably be faid, that this ftrikes as much againft His
flory, at leaft the writing and reading of human, commonly cal~
Jed profane'hi{tory, as againf} the writing and feeing of drama-
tic reprefentations. But the cafes are by no means the fame 3
the knowledge of hiftory is, in many refpedts, neceffary for the
great purpoles of religion. Were not this the cafe, thére would

be Tixtle difficulty in admitting the confequence. Perhaps, even

as it is, it had been better for the world that fcvgral ancient falts
and charadters, which now ftand upon record, had been buried

® John xvii. 11, 15+

~
-
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inoblivion *. At any eate, it may be fafely affirmred, that ro-

imances aad fabulous narrations’ are a fpecies of compofition,
from which the world hath received as little benefit, and as
much hurt, as any that can be named, excepting plays them-
felves, to which they are {0 nearly allied. The firft are only
xceeded by the laft, as to their capacity of doing mifchief, by
the circumftances of adlion, and the prefence at once of fo many
perfons, among whom, by mutual (ympathy, the fpiritaal poifon
fpreads fafter and penctrates deeper. »

Leaft it fhould be pretetnded, that fuch 4 turn i8 piven to
things in the reprefentarion, as that, tho’ the greateRt part of
the adtions reprefented are ill in themfelves, yet vice s reproach-

, - H

® Perhaps; fome will be furprized it What is here faid on the fubjeat of
Hiftory, who have not uftially viewed it in this light. And, indeed, this
is the great difficulty in the whole of the prefént argumetit, to overcome
frong prepoffeffions, 4nd Yo dhiw fiven the fin and danger of & pradtice, which
they know Yo bt common, atd have been long socaflemed to look upen m

fawful and fafe.  For this reston; it Is probable, that the bek way of prov-
ing that the above affertion on the fubje@ of Hiftory, is agreeable to ferip-

_ tare snd realon, will be, by a aife perfeitly fimilar, but mere frequently

handled. Do not all Chriflian writers, without exception, who treat of
the government of the tongee, lay down this as a rule, that we are not tg
#epart the fins of otheis, tho' we know thé truth of the faths, unles where
1t is hebeffaty to fothe good end } Now, why fhould there be any different
rile in wiiting thin in converfitioh P What iv-done either way is the fame
in fubftatice, ¥i%. comnunicating Information § and writing, which may bé .
called vifible fpeech, is much mere lafting in its nature and extenfive in its
effetss If any afk, How, or wby the kabwledge of hiftery is neceffary to
the purpofes of religion ? I anfwer, It is hecefTary for proving the traths of
natural, and confirmibg thofe of re¥ealed religion, for repelling the attacks
of adverfarien; and giving us fath x view of the plan of Providence, as may
excite us to the exercife of the duties of adofation; thankfulhes, truft, and
febmiffion to the fupreme difpofer of all events. Keal falts only are proped
for this purpofe, and not feigned flories, in the choice and drefling of which;
experience teaches us, the great end is, that man may be pleafed, and aot

that Cud may be phortied, .
c
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ed-or tidiculed, virine fet upon athrome, tewarded and honours
ed; Let it be called to mind, that, as has been fhewn above,
- the author is not left at.liherty ta do in this as he pleafes. . He
muft gratify the public talte, and the rules he is obliged to ob~
ferve have rather the contrary effe®, . For le mufl divelt his
bad chara@crs of what is' moft horrid and fhocking, and prefent
them lefs deformed than they really are. Befides, tho’ he may
conceal a part, he muft not alter nature fo far as he goes, but
take it as he finds it. Accordingly, fome of our modern critics
tell us, that there ought to be no particular moral in a dramatic
‘performance, becaufe that is a departure from nature; and fo
not in tafte.

It ought siot to be forgotten, that attendmg dramatic repre-
fentations is not only feeing a great plurality of bad characters
without neoeﬂity, and feeing them with patiencd but it i$ fee-
ing them with pleafure. Whether or not entertainment be yield-
ed to be the only or ultimate effe& of plays, furely, it cannot
be denied to be one effect fought and expeded from them, and
from every part of them. An adtor is as much applauded, and
gives as much pleafure to the fpectators, when he reprefents a

‘bad charadter to the life, as a good. - It there no danger then,
that a heart fofined by deliglit, fhould be more liablé to infec-
tion from evil than at other times ? Is there no danger, that
an affociation fhould be formed in the mind, between the fenfe
of pleafure and the commiffion of fin ? Wil any perfon affirm,
- that, in fuch circamftances, he feels that holy indignation a-
* gaintt fin, which evety Chriftian 6ught to conccive upon fecing
it committed ? Or, that he is able to preferve that awe and fear,
which be ought to have of the juft judgment of God, when he
- fees the crimes that merit it boldly re-u&ted, and ﬁnely mimick-
‘. ed in a perforiated chara@er.
" So far is this from being the cafe, that every perfon attend-
ing the reprefentation of a play, enters in fome méafure himfelf,
t; wtﬂ a4 the ators, iato the fpirit of each chau&er, and the
more
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" more fo the better the adlion is performed. His attention is

firongly fixed, his affe@lions are: feized and carried away, and
a total forgetfulnefs of every thing takes place, ‘except what is
immediately before him. Can the various pafions be fo ftrong-
Iy excited as they are fometimes known to be, and no effeét re-
main 2 Will not the paffion of love, for example, dfier it has
been Ttrongly felt by the fpetator in fympathy with the adtor,
be = little more ready to recur, efpecially as nature prompts,
and various folliciting obje@s are daily prefented to his eyes?
The author terminates hts plot as he fees beft, and draws what
conclufions he thinks proper from his characers, bit he has no
reafon to think, that he can controul the paffions which he raifes
in the fpecators in the famé manner, and not fuffer them to ex-
ceed the bounds of his defcription. “Will not the Mon of re-
venge, that right hand of a falfe greatnefs of mind, after it hasg
been ftrongly excited in the theatre, be apt to rife again upon
every real or fuppofed provocation ? Some learned obfervers of
nature tell us, that every paﬂ" on we feel caufes a new modifica-
flon of the blood and fpirits § if there is any truth in this, then
every pafﬁon excxtcd in the theatre takes poffeffion for a time
of the very animal frame, makcs a feat ta itfelf, and prepares
for a fpeedy return,

Having thus endeavoured to fhew, that the &age, whether a,
mufement or inftruétion be aimed at in it, cannot be attended
by any" Chriftian without fin ; there is a third general argument
agaxnﬂ it, ‘which mems conﬁdetanon It is, that no perfon
¢an contribute to the epcouragement of the ftage,” without be-
ing partaker of the fins of others. This is proper to be attend-
¢d to, as it is againft a pubhc theatre that the arguments inthis -
¢ffay are chiefly levelled ; fo that, if it be criminal at all, every

_perfon attending it, is not only faulty by his own proper «con-

du&, but is farther chargeablq with' the guilt of feducing others,

Befides without this, the -argument, to fome, would not he al-

togetba compleat, for after alt that has been advanced, there ~
Ga ' may
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ey be 8 fevh, wha i a good meafure yield it to. be true, and
got beve arother . fubterfuge. remaining. They acknowledge,
perhaps, they it is 2 moft hazardons amufement, to which others
ought ordinerily to be prefevred ; That she bulk of plays will,
- much mose probably, pallute than improve the far greaseft part
" of 'thofe wha attend them. Yet ftill, they are apt to figure ta
themfelves pasticular cafes as exceptions- from the'genexal rule,
and to fuppole, there are fome plays which may be attended, of
at leaft, thas thera are fome pexfaps who have {o much clears
nefs of judgment, and fo much conftancy in virsue, as to.fepa

gate the carn from the chaff. At a particular time, they fup=

pofe, a perfon, of this kind may, without receiving any hust,
be improved by the fine fentiments contained in plays ; and.al-
{ learn fomething, to be applied to other purpofes, of that force
and Ju&nefs of a&tiop, that grace and beauty of behaviour, which,
is no where feen in fo great perfection as on the flage.

. Upon this fubj_c& in general, it may be affirmed, shat thafe
who have this confidence in the firength of their own yirtue,

are far from being the perfons who may be mofk fafely wrafted iy

a place of danger. On the contrar'y, thofe will probably be moft
truly ftedfaft, when expofed to temptation, who are moft diffi-
dent of themfelves, and do not wantonly run into. it. Yet,
fince fome may take encouragement from fuch apprehenfions,
itis proper to obferve, that, tho’ there were truth in their pre-
tence, yet would it not therefote be lawful for them to attend
the theatre.  They could nat do, fo withaut contribyting to the
fins of others, a thing exprefly prohibited in the boly ferip-
tures, and, indeed, diametrically oppofite to the two.principal
branches of true religion,, concern for the glory of God, and
compaffion ta the fouls of men,

There are two ways. in which the occaﬁonal at(cndmg, of
plays, by thofe who, are of good charader, even fuppofing it
ot hurtful to themfelves, contributes to the fins of others,
(1-)-By fupgomng the playeu in that uncbriftian occupation.

, ' (2)
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€2.) Encootaging, by their example, thole to attend aH plays
indifcriminately, who are in molt danger of infeQlion. ‘
Krf}, It contributes to fupport the players in an unchrifian -

occupation. After whas has been faid above, and which I'now
take for granted, on the impropricty of plays as an amufomens;
and the impoflibility of fornihing a flage with nothing boe
found and wholsfame produdtions, little doubt can remain, that
the occupation of players is inconfiftent with the charadter of &

" Chriftian. Whatever occafional prefence may be to fome fpece

tators, continual performing can never be lawful to the aciors,
On the very beft fuppofision, it is a life of perpetual amufement,
which is equally confrary to reafdn and religion. It is a mean
proftitition of the rational powers, tohave no higherend in view,
than contributing to the pleafure and entestainment of the idls
part of mankind, and, inftead of taking amufement with the mo<

. desation of 2 Chriftian, to make it the very bufinefs and tra-
ploymext of life. How firange a charadtor does it. make for one

to Hve,lin a manner, perpetually in a mafk, to be much ‘oftens
¢s in a perfonaied thap in a real charadter ? And yev this is the
cafe wizh all players, if, to- the time fpent ig the reprefentation;
you add that which is neeeflary to prepare for their publie ap-
pearances. What foul poltuted minds mult thef be, which are
fuck a receptacle of foreign vanities, befides their own naturad
cerraption, and where on¢ fyftem or plan of fofly is obliterat.
¢d orly to mrake way for another.

- Butthe life of players is not only idle and vain, and therefore

" inconfiftent with the chara®er of a Chriffiam, but it is ftill more
. dire@ly and profly criminal. We have feen above, thdt, not on-

}y from the tafte of the audience, the prevailing tendency of alf
fuccefsful plays muft be bad, but that, in the very nature of the

 thing, the greateft part of the characters reprefented muft be vi-

tions. What'then is the life of a player? It is wholly fpent in

- endeavouring to exprefd the language, and exlibit a perfe@ pic~

wre of the paflions of vicious men, For this purpofe, they muft
- frive
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flrive to enter into the fpirit, and feel the fentiments propﬁg te
fuch chara&ers. Unlefs they da fo, the performance will be

wuite faint and weak, if not wholly faulty and unnatural, And -

esm they do this fo frequendy without retaining much of the
imprefion, and, at laft,” becoming in- trath what they are fo
often in appearance, Do not the charaters of all men take a
tinGuré from their emplovment and way of life? How much
more muft theirs be infe@ed, who are converfant, not in out.
ward occupations, but in gharacters themfelves, the adtions;
paffions and affections of men ? If their peformances touch the
andicnce fo fenfibly, and produce in them. fo lefting an' effet,
bow much more mult the fame effe@s take place in- themfelves,
wbofc whole time is fpent in-this manner. -

This is (o certain, and, at the fame time fo acknowledged
tmth, that even thofe who are fondeft of theatrical amufements,
8o yet, flill, eftzem the employment of players a mean and for-
did profeffion. Their charadter has been infamaus in all ages,
Jult a living copy of that vanity, abfcenity, and impiety which;
is to be found in the pieces which they reprefent. As the world
bas been polluted by the ftage, fo they bave always been more
eminently fo, as it is natural to-fuppofe, being the very cifterns
in which this pollution is colle@ed, and from which it is diftri-
buted to others. It makes no difference in the argument, that
we muft here fuppofe the (tage to be regulated and improved,

for, as it has been fhown, that it can never be fo regulated as

to be fafe for the [pectators, it maft be-always worfe for the ac-
tors, between whom and the audience the fame proportion will
till remain. Can it then be lawful in any to contribute, in the
leaft degree, to fupport men in this unhallowed employment ? Is
pot the theatre, truly and effentially, what it has been ofteq
called- rhetorically, the fchool of impiety, where it is their very
bufinefs to learn wickednefs? And will a Chriftian, upon any
pretended advantage to himfelf, join in this confederacy againk

. . . ‘ ' .GOd,
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| God and afift in endowing and upholding the dreadful femis

nary?

Secordly, Men of good charaler. going oecafionally to tb&
theatre conttibates to the fins of others, by emboldening thofe
to attend all plays indifcriminately, who,are in moft danger of
infedtion. If there be any at all, efpecially if there be a great
sumber, to whom the ftage is noxious and finful, every one
without exception is bound to abftain. The spoftle Paul ex-
prelly commands the Corinthians. to abftain fiom lawful things,
when their ufing them would make their brother to offend, that

. is to fay, would lead him into fin, But take beed, left by any

means, this liberty of yours become a flumbling-block to them that
are weak.  For if any man fee thee which bafi knowledge fit at
weat in- the idols temple, fhall not the confeience of him. that is
aweaky be emboldened to eat thafe things which are offered to idols ?
‘And thro’ thy knowledge fhall the weak brotber perifb, for whom
Cérift died. But when ye fin fo againft the bretbren, and wound
their weak confeience, ye fin againfl Chriff. Wherefare, if meat
make my brother to offend, 1awill eat no flefb «wbd: the werld
Slandeth, left I make sny brother to.offend *.

. There are.many. who feem to have entirely forgot that tbm
precept is to be found in the word of God, and difcover not the
lealt lenfe of their obligation to comply with it. If, by any
plaulible pretences, they imagine they can vindicate their con-
duc with regard to themfelvés, or palliate it with excufes, they

. are quite vamindful of the injury which they do to othes. I

fpeak not here of offending, in the fenfe in which that word is

. commonly, ,gho_ unjuflly taken, as difpleafing others. Such as

are difpleafed with the condu of thofe who attend the theatre,
becaufe they efteem it to be finful, are not thereby offended in
the Scripture fenfe of that word, except in fo far, as fome few
of them are provoked to unchriftian refentment, .or induced te
draw rath and general conclufions, fmm tke mdnﬁ:reumof pare

ticular

> @ 1°Cor, vifls 9.--- 43¢



1] A Rerious Engutry into

ticular perfons, to the prejadiée of wholé orders of men. Bl .
vaft multitudes are truly offended or made to offend, as they aré
- 4ed irito a pra@ice; which, whatever it be to thofe who fet the
mmpie, fs undoubtedly pernicions to them: Isjt poflibls -
to teny, that, under the beft regulation of the theatre that cant
reafonably be hoped for; to great humbets it maft be burful,
efpecially-as it is enticing to all? And, if that be but alloweds
perfbns of chara®er and reputation cannot attend without coné
eibuting te themilchief that is done. ,
- Pechaps it will be objected to this -application of the paﬂ':ge
of {cripture cited ebove, thas the particalar danger there pointed
vut by the apoftle, is inducing men to venture upon a predtice
with a doubting conféience. I think it highly probable, that
this very precife eafe happers with many, who go to the theatrs
‘foliowing the exampte of others. They ate rot entitely fatis«
$ed of its lawfulnefs, they fill have fome inward telu@tance of
mind, but adventure to gratify a carnal inclination, being em-
boldened by the example of thofe who are efteemed men of un¢
derftanding and worth.  But, even where their implicit truft i
fo ftrong as fully to fatisfy them, and fet their minds at eafey.
the apoftle’s argument holds with cqual force, if, thereby, they
are anavoidably led into fin, , '
This will probably be looked upon as a very hard law, and
it will be afked, Is a man, then, never to do any thing that hé
has reafon to believe will be miﬁmerpreted, or abufed by othets
fo their own hurt? ‘The hardnefs of the law will wholly evanifh,
it we remember, that it is confined to things indifferent in theif
pature. In daties binding of their own natute, we are undef
ho obligation to pay any regard to the opinions of others, of
the confequences of our condu® upon them. But in things
originally indifferent, which become duties, of not, pre¢ifely on
account of their confequences, there, we are to bewate of mak~
ing ovr brother to offend. The fcripture tule is this, We muft

Rot commit the leaft fin undcr pretence of the moft important
end;
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‘end, tho’ it weye to fave multitudes from. fins incomparably
more hieinous. But in matsers of indifference, we are not to
‘walue the moft beloved enjoyment fo highly, as totndanger the
falvation of one human foul by enfnering it inta fin. . And can
a real believer have the fmalleft objecion, the leaft nﬁng thought,
againdt this equitable law ? Shall we value any prefent gratifi-
cation equally, nay, fhall we .once put it 4n the ballance with
the fpiritual intereft of.an immortal foul ?, Now; who- will be
fo fhamelefs as to affert, that attending-a public Rage is to him

& neceffury duty 2 Or what defender of the (tage will be (o fan-

guine as to affirm, that it is, or that he hopes to fee it regulated
4o as to be fafe or profitable to every mind ! And yet till this
is the cafe, it evidently. ftands condemned by the apoftolic ryle.

~Since -writing the. above, I bave met with a pamphlet Ju.(l
pblnfhcd .entituled, The Morality of Stage-plays _ferioufly con-
fdered. Thie anthor convinces me,. that I have, without fuf-
ficient: gtound. fupgofed, that no’ body ‘would .affirm attending
Plays to be a neceflary duty ; for he has either done it, or gorie
fo very near it,. that probably; the, next author upon the fame
fide will do it in plain terms, and affert, that all above the fta-
tion of tradcﬁncn Who do not go to the play- houfe, are living
in the habitual negle& of their duty, and ﬁnnmg gnevouﬂy a-
gamﬁ God. If thts loeks ridiculous, it is none of my fault, for
I fpeak it fenouﬂy ;. and it is.a much more natural confequence
from his reafoning, than any he has drawn from i ithimfelf. |

He confiders the paffage of the apoftle Paul, and fays, (whlch
is true) that it holds only in the cafe of mdxﬂ'crcnt adtions, byt

‘that we are to ¢do good in the face of prejudlcc The, wa

in which be thews it to be doing good, is ptetty tngular,

‘but I pafs it by for a llttle and ob‘ferve, that probably,. he is not
‘much accuftomed to commmnng on fuch paffages of feriptare,
for, even granting his unrcafbnable fuppofition, doing good in-

definitely is not oppofed to mdxﬁ'ercnt adtions’ in this, or’any

fimilar cafe. ‘An’ a&tion that is good in itfelf is indifferent
:When it may be e:tchanged for another; when one as 8°°d or

vy  hettor
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better, may be pot in fts piacei Nothing is oppoled to indift

Yerent adtiony here; bat what is indifpenfibly neceffary, and ab-
Tolutely binding, both in itfelf, and in Ity circumftances. " And
indeed, tho™ he'is afraid at firft to fay o, he feems to carty the

© ehatter thiit- length’ 2t 1o, making his contlafion 4 fitthe broadet
thanthe p&mxfts aitd fying in the clofk of the paragraph ups
thet fubjedt, '« What they 36 to'this purpoft, either in oppoft
% ing-the bad, or promoting the goodl, it Matizr or DrTT,
=°whd xheit condu "t Ts riot to' be regatated by the vpimon
"of any-perfon who-is pleafed 1o take offerice ™. -

“Buthow tall e refute thiis new ind wondetfot dottrine of its
%emgﬂeceﬂ'zrythst good menfhotild attend the theatre. Yicannot
hirik dFa 'bet’ter‘«ay of doing1t, than tearing Off fome of thedr-
pery of words, with which Tt s Adorried and difgoifed, and fet-
(ng his own afferions togetber in the form of'a l’yﬂogaﬁn ¢ The
““‘manager of ‘every thedtre muft fulf his ‘emertdinnients'to the
_¢'company, and, if heis not Tupported by | the' grave and’ ober,
K *he muft fuit hnmfel‘l’ to the' licentiods and prophane. W

‘< know that-in every nation there muft be amiiféments and pub- -

¢ Tic entertdinients, afid the ‘ﬁagc'hés aiv‘/ayumﬁé offe'th every
= c1v1l|zed and pohﬂred fation.” “We cannot Hope to abolifh it
Ergo, According to -this author, it is the duty of good
meh to attend the ltage.’ But T lcave the reader to judge, Whe-
ther, from the firlt of his propoﬁtlons, which is a ‘certain truth,

;t ig not more jull to mfcr, that, till thc majority of thofé who °

attend the l'tage are, goocl, its emertammcnt capnot bc fit for a
Chnﬂxan ear;.and, hecaufc that wilt nevcr bc no Chnfhan
‘ought to go ¢ there. .

v And ‘what 4 ﬂmmeful%eggmg of the quc[hon i bls fecond
propoﬁnon, €‘That we cannot hope to abo]nfh it Ivis hard

‘to tell what we m:xy hope far i in this agc, 'but we infift that it

ought to.be abolifhed. ' ‘Nay, we do hope 'to abolith it jutt 4s

much as other vices ; . we mnnot hope tofee the time when thcre :

!haﬂ bc no gammg, cheatmg or lymg, but wc muﬂ: mP‘“‘R
agaidi
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againt all fuch vnces, and wnll never exhort good men to go
to gaming tables, to pcrl'nadc them to play fair, and leflen the
wickedne{s of the praftice. In fhort, it is a full refutation of
the extravagant affertion of good men being ‘obliged, as mat-
ter of duty, to go to the theatre, that no fuch thing is.com=
manded in_the word of God, and therefore it is not, and can-
not be neceﬂ'ary toanyt. And, fince it is evidently pernici-
ous to great numbers, it can be lawful to none,

It would give Chriflians a much more juft, as well as more
extenﬁve view of theu' duty, than they comimonly have, if thcy
would confider. their relation to, and neceffary influence on
one another. All their vifible adiong hav.. an effect upon o-
thers as well as themfelves. Every thing we fee or bear makes
fome xmpreiﬁon on us, though for the, moft part unpercencd
gnd we conmbu'te,’ every imoment, to form each others charac-
ter. What a mclancfxoiy view, then, does it give us of the
ftate of religion among us at prefent, that, when plety towards~
God has been excluded from many moral fyffems, and the whole
of virtue confingd to the dunes of focial life, the beiter half of

‘ thefe alfo fhould be cut of, and all regard to the fouls of others,

forgotten ot derided, Nothmg, indeed, is left but a few ex-
preffions of complxment, a few infignificant offices of prefen
convemency B For thdt which fome modern reﬁncrs have dlg-
nified with the name of virtue, is nothing clfe but polithed luxu-
ry, a ﬂattenng of each other in their vices, a provocation of
eachy other to fenfual mdulgencc, and that fr;:m{/lnp qf hSe
q.uorld, whlch is mmly wjth God.

o | would now afk the reader, afm pcruﬁng the Pr<ccedmg ar-" -
guments agamﬁ the {tage, Whether he 'is convinced that it is
mconhﬂcnt with the charaé'ta of a Chriftian, or not? If he

L | i

FEEY o

1- It is proger here wmwi, how' mun’l ir.ons oofuppde; teat-tha
argerdent would be ‘casried thiis lengtls, whdn tha ftage came to. be pled for
_ a2 ufsful in promoting the interefts of virtus, Agd therefore 1 have, abave,
taken poncc, that tHefe prophets run unfent, the propriety of which rétnatk

vl’ IR DR P



6o . "7 A Berious Eriquiry'in?b

_ hall ‘anfiwer in the negatlvc, if he has it fome rcmamwg ar.
. gument in its defencc, or fome method, whnch has not occurred
to me, to take oﬂ" the force of the reaﬁmmg, I would next afk,
Whether it does not at leaft render it a doubtful point 2 Whe-
’ tber, Jomed with the concurrent te[hmony of the beft and wifeft
men in all a ages againft it, as it appeared among them, and the
impurity and corruption that f}ill attends it, there is not at leaft
fome ground of hefitation 2 And, if fo much be but allowed, it

becomes on this very account unlawful to every Chriftian, whe -

takes the word of God for the rule of his condu@. There,
clear evidence, and full Pcrfuaﬁon is required before an adtion
can be lawful, and where doubt arifes we are commanded ta
abftain.  H. ap[_y is'he that condemneth not bimfelf in that thing
avhich be alloweth : and be that doubteth is damned, if he eat ;
becaufe be cateth not of /atl/), ﬁr 'wba{/'oever is not of Saith is
%,
ﬁ _Hitherto we have reafoned agamﬁ what is called a 'well-regu-
Iated flage. That is to fay, inftead of attacking the corruptions
which now adhere to it, we have endeavoured to thow, that
from the purpofe intended by it, from the prefent ftaie and ge-
neral tafte of mankind, and the nature of the thing itfelf, a pub-
lic theavre i is not capable of fuch a regulauop, as to make it
confiftent with the purity of the Chriftian profeffion to attend
...Qr fupport it. Ifany complam, that part of thesabove reafon-
. mg is too abftracted, and not quite level to the apprehenfion of
every teader, let it be remembered, that it is directed againt an
idea fo abftracted, that it never yet did, and, from what we have
feen, there is reafon ta believe it never can exift, It is indeed
_ altogether imaginary, and is drelt op by every author who de-
fends it, in the manner and form that beft pleafes himfelf ; fo
. that it is infinitely lefs difficult to refute or fhew the unlawful-
nefs of a well-regulated fiage, than to know what it is, - -
If the authors on this fubje would enter into particulars,
atx&ﬁ?vc us a lift of the 'u&ful and inftrn@tive plays with which
B ’ : . eue

.
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‘our ftage is to be ferved ; lay down a plan of fri& difcipline,

for intrdducing and preferving piety and purity among the ac-
tors ; and fhew us by whom the managers are to be chofen, and
their fidelity tried, with fome general rules for their condué ;
it might foon be determined by plain and fimple arguments,
‘Whether fuch an entertainment could be fafely permitted to a
Chriftian, or not.  But, when they give us no farther account
of it, than by calling it a flage properly regulated, they involve
themfelves, at once, in obfcurity, as to the very fuhjed of their
difcourfe, It is no wonder then, that they can make a parade
with & few glittering, unmeaning phrafes, as, picture of nature,
moral le@ture, amiable chara&er, compaffion for virtue ih di-

firefs, decency of the drama, and feveral others. We are put

to a ftand what to fiy to fuch things, for if we fpeak of theim-
pure fentiments of authors, or the wanton gefticulations of ac-
tors, all thefe are immediately given up, -and yet the fort re<
inains as entire’as ever. Therefore, the method taken in this
treatife, with all the difadvantages that attend it, was look-
&d upon to be the beft and the cleareft that could be chofen ;

to fhow, that thofe from whom a reformation of the (tage'muft

come, are neither able nor willing to make it ; that the very
materials of which this fine fyftem is to éonfift are naught, and
therefore, fo muft the produ@ be always found upon trial, -

" It may indeed be matter of wonder, that among the many

" fchemes and projedts daily offered to the confideration of the
_public, there has never been any attempt to point out a plaus

fible way, how the ftage may be brought into, and kept in fach
a flate of regulation, as to be confiftent with the Chriftian cha-
tader. There have been attempts to fhow how money may be
in a manner created, and the national d<bt paid; . or the annual

fupphes raifed, wnhout burdemng the fubje@. Some, who Nave

nothing of their own, have endeavoured to perfuade the reft of
mankind, that it is the eaficft thing imaginable to grow rich i~
a few years, with little labour, by the improvement of moo

- mofs, or bees.  But Ron, fo far as I have heard ot feen, have

[ IR,
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bees fo bold as to lay down 3 diftinét plan for the improvement _
of the fiage. When, this is added ta the conﬁdcrauons already
mentioned, it will confirm every impartial perfon in the belief,
that fuch improvement is not to be expeded, _

. Yhope therefore, there may now be fome profpe& of fucccfs,
&n warning every one who wifhes to be elteemed a difciple of
Chrift againft the ftage, as it hitherto has been, and now is. Ex-
perience is of all others the furclt te& of the tendency of any
praéice.. It is ftill more to be depended on than the moft plau-
fible and apparently conclufive reafoning, vpon what hatb never
yot been tricd.  Let us then confider, what hath been the fpirit
and tendency of almoft the whole plays which have been repre-
fented, from time to time, npon.the ftage. . Have not love and
jntrigoe been their perpetual theme, and that not in a commaon
and an orderly way, but with refiltance and nmpedxments, fucb
as, rivaliliip and jealonfy, the oppoﬁtwu of parents, and otheg
things of a fimilar nature, that the paflions may be ftrongly ex-
cited; snd that the force of love, and its triumph over every obs

flacle, maybe et befose the audience as alefflon? Is not the po~

Jite well-bred man the hero of fuch plays, a charaGer formed
pon the maxims of theé world, and chiefly fuch of them as arg
wolt cantrary to the gofpel 2 Are not unchriftian refentment ang
falfe honour the charaderifticks of every fuch perfon ?

- What is the charadter of a clergyman when it is taken ﬁ'om
thq ftage ? .If the perfon introdweed is fuppoﬁ:d 10 poflefs” any
depvee of ability, hypocrify is the Jeading part of the charader,
But for the moft part, nukwardnefs, ignoranee, dullnefs and
pedantry are reprefented as infeparable from men of that ﬁm&x-
on. Thisis not done to correét thefe l'aults \vhen appearipg in
fome of that pro{eﬂipn, by camparing, thgm with others free
from fuch reproachful defects, but it is the character of the cler

gyman in general, who is commonly introdnced fingle, and com., .

pared with the men acquainted with the world, very little to

bis advantage, ‘The truth is, it | feems to be a maxim with dra~ . _

watic authors,’ to ftrip men of every profeflipp of their fevcral

. . PX=
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excellencies, that the rake may be adoraed with the fpoils : eves
dearning is commonly akribed to him ; how confiftently with
truth or nature, and eonfcquently with ttﬂe |tféH‘ I lcave the
redder to determine. .

And where can the plays be found, at leu!l tomedies, that ard
free from impurity, either ditedily, or by allufion and doublé

" daning ? Ttis amazing to think, that women who pretend to

decency and reputation, whofe brighteft omament ought to be
modefly, fhould contimue to abet, by their prefence, fo rowch
unchaftity, as isto Be found in thetheatre. How few plays are

~ adted which a modeft woman can fee, confiftently with-decency

inevery part? and even when the plays are more referved ¢hem
feves, they are fure to be feafoned with fomething ‘of this kind,
In the prologue, or epilogue, the mufic between the adts, or in
fome feandatous faree with which the diverfion is concluded. The
power "of cuffom and fafhion is very great, in making people
Blind to the ‘moft manifeflt qualities and tendehcies'of things.
*There are ladies who frequently attend the ftage, who if they
iwere but once entertained with the fame images in a private fa-
sily, i with which ‘they are ‘often prefented ‘there, would ‘fife
with indignation, ahd" reckon thefr fepuation ruined: if ever
they fhould return. I pretend to no knowledge of thefe things,
but from printed wecounts, ‘and the public bifls of what plays
are to be ated, fometimes by the particular defite of ladies.of
iquality, and yet may fafely affirm, that no womm of reputati

on (as it1s~czﬂed in the world) much lefs of piety, who has

* teen ten thmes in aplay- “houfe, durft repeat in compamry afl that

fhe tras heard there. "Wirh what conffiency they gravely return
R0 the fame fehools of lewdnefs, they themfelvaseft knew. -
* ¥t ‘ought to be confidered, panicularly with regard to the
younger of hoth fexes, that, in the theatre, their minds muft
dnfenfilily acquire em inclination “fo romance: and: extravagance,
wund be unfitsed for the fober and ferions afuirs of commen lfe.

_ Common or little’ things give no entertainmient spon the flage,

Ricept whenthey areridiculod, There muft always be fomething
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grand, furprizing and ftriking. In comedies, when all obflaclés are

removed, and the marriage is agreed on, the play is done. This
gives the mind fuch a turn that it is apt to'defpife ordinary bu-
finefs as mean or deride it as ridicolous,  Afk a merchant whe-
.ther he choofes, that his apprentices fhould go to learn exa&-
nefs and frugality from the ftage. Ox,whether he expects the moft
punctual payments from thofe whofe generofity is {trengthened
there, by weeping over virtue in diltre(s. Suppofe a matron com-

ing home from the theatre filled with the ideas that are there im-

prefled upon the imagination, how low and contemptible do all
the affairs of her family appear, and how much muft (he be dif~
pofed, (befides the time already confumcd), to !orget or mifs
guide them ¢ .

The aétors themfelves arc a fignal proof of thu. How fcldom
does it happen, if ever, that any of them live fober and regu:
lar lives, pay their debts with honefty, or mapage their affairs
with difcretion ? They are originally men of the fame compofis
tion with others, but their employment wholly incapacitates
them for prudence or regularity, gives them a diflipation of mind
and unflaidnefs of {fpirit, fo that they cannot attend to the af-
fairs of life. Nay, if Iam rightly infarmed, that variety of cha-
racers which they put on in the theatre dcprives them of com-
mon fenfe, and leaves them in a manner no charader at all of

theirown. It is confidently faid, by thofe who have thought it

worth while to make the trial, that nothigg can be more infipid
than the converfation of a player- on any othet fubje& than that
of his profeflion. I cannot indeed anfwer for this remark, havs
g it only by report, and never having exchanged 4 word with
one of that employment in iy life. However, if it holds, a
degree of the fame effe@ muft neceffarily be wrought upon thofe
who attend the ftage. '

But folly or bad management is not all that is to be laid to.
the charge of players : They are almoft univerfally vitious, «nd
of fuch abandoned charadters, as might juftly make thofe . ‘w
defend the age athamed to fpeak ‘of loarning virtue under -

+
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tmalters. Can men learn piety from the profane, mortification
Fsom the fenfual, or modefty from harlots ! And will any deny
that hired ftage-players have always, and that defervedly, born
thefe chara&ers ? Nay, tho’ it could be fuppofed, that the fpec<
tators received no hurt to themfelves, how is it poffible that the
performances of fuch perfons tan be attended, or their tade
éncouraged withdut fin ?

This fhews alfo, that attending a gbod play, even fuppofing
there were a few unexceptionable, cannot be vindicated upon
Chriftian pririciples. It is pled for the new tragedy lately in-
troduced into our thedtre, that it is an attempt to reform the-
ftage, and make it more innocerit, or more ufeful. What this
Piece is in ntfelf no body can fay with certainty till it be pub-'
lithed, tho® the account given of it by report is not exceeding
favourable. But, let it be ever fo excellent in itfelf, the bring--
ing of one good play tpon the Rage'is altogether infufficient;
nay, is a method quite improper. for reforming it. An author
of a truly good piece wotild rathet bury it in oblivion, than
Yend his bwn credit; and that of Kis work, for the fupport of
thofe that are bad. A Chriftian can never attend the ftage,
¢onfiftently with his chata@er, till the fcheme in general be
made innocent or ufeful. He muft not fin himfelf, nor con-
tribute to the fin$ of others, in a ertain degree, becaufe, uplefs
he do fo, they will fin without him in a higher degtee. In fhort,
fuch an attefipt ¢anbe confidered in hio other light, than as en~
couraging a pernicious practice, and fupporting a criminal affo-
tiatiol, Thie better the play is, or the better th¢ charadters
of thofe who attend it are, the greater the mifthief, becaufe the:
ftronger thé temptation to others who obferve it.

There is one inducemént to attendatice on the ftage which
hath.more influence than all the arguments with which its ad-
vocates endeavour to colour overt the pradtice: That it is be-
€ome a part of fathionable education. Without it young per~

: ﬁm Af rank think they cannot have that knowledge of the

A I wer)d
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world which is. neceffary to their accomplithment ; that they
will be kept in rufticity of carriage, or narrownefs of mind,
than which nothing is more contemptible in the eyes of the
reft of mankind ; that they will acquire the charadter of ftiff
and precife, and be incapable of joining in polite converfa-
tion, being ignorant of the topics upon which it chiefly
turns. No better than thefe, it is to be feared, are the rea-
fons that many parents fuffer their children to attend this
and other fafhionable diverfions. How then:thall we re-.
move this difficulty > Why truly, by faying with: the apoftle
John, to fuch as will receive it, A/ that is in the awsrld, the.
Iuft of the flefb, and the luft of the eyes, and the jwde of life,.
is not of the Father, but is of the world*. It is certainly the.
greatelt madnefs to feck the knowledge of the world by partak-
ing with the wicked in their fins. Whatever knowlédge can-
not otherwifc be acquired, is thameful, and not honourable.
How cruel then are thefe parents, who, inftead of endeavour-

ing to infpire their children with a holy and manly refolutiony
of daring to appear fingular in an adherence to their duty, fuf-
fer them to be plunged in fin, that they may not be defective

in politenefs. Why fhould the world, or any thing elfe, be,
known, but in ordcr to our fpiritnal lmprovemcnt-l- ? There—

fore
# 1 John ii, 16,

+ This is not meant to condemn all human accomplithments, wbach
have not an immediate reference to our religious’ improvement, but to af-
firm, that they ought to be kept in a juft fubordination and fubferviency,
to the great and chief end of man. There are, no dcubt, a great number
of arts, both ufeful and ornamental, which.have other immediate effedls,’
than to make men holy ; and, becaufe they are, by the greateft part of the:

world, abufed to the worft of purpofes, they are confidered as having nes'

eonnexion with religion at all, Baut this is a miftake ; for a good man will’
- be dire@ted in the choice and.application-of al} fuch arts, by the general and
leading purpofe of his life. And, as he who eats for no other or higher ead’
than pleafing his palate, is juftly condemned as a mean and grovelling fen-
fualit, fo, whoever has no farther view in his education and accomplifh-

ent, than to thine and make a figure in the fathionable world, does not”

%2 that adt the pm of » Chriftiag. In fhort, thefe arts ate amosg the.
number
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fore, all that & truly valuable, muft, by the very fuppofition,
be innocently learned, and to bear with a noble difdain the
fcoffs of more experienced finners is the greateft glory. )

" Like to the above is another argument in favour of the ftage,

_ that men muft have amufements, and, that the ftage is much
. better than many othcrs, which would probably be -put in its
. place. It is faid, that of all the time fpent by the fathionable

part of the world, at prefent, in diverfions, that which they X
allot to the ftage is moft innocently, or leaft hurtfiflly’ em- |
ployed. Is there any more in this, than a declaration of the
fhameful luxury and degeneracy of the prefent age, ‘an a-
larming token of approaching judgment? Do not fuch per-
fons know, that all ferious Chriltians condemn every one of
thefe criminal pleafures, and will never allow it as any advan-
“tage to exchange ene of them for another.’ But it i¢ lefs fur-

prizing to hear fuch palliative arguments ufed in converfation’:

an author above referred to has been.bold enough in print, to
reafon in the fame way. He fays, ¢ That no abufe was ever
¢ admitted-on any ftage, but might pafs for perfe&: dccency,
 when compared to what may have been often - heard- of, at a
« goffipping, a merry-making, or a meeting of young fellows o0
‘Again, aftéer telling us, that we cannot hope to abolith the
ftage, he fays, ¢ And if we could, we fhould only make way
« for the return of drunkennefs, gaming, and rude cabals, which
4 the more decent converfation and manners of civilized times
¢ have in a great meafure abolithed.” I lay hold of this gen;\
tleman’s reafoning, who pleads for civilizing the world, and
not fan&ifying it, as a confeffion of the weaknefs of his caufe,
and a confirmation of all the arguments adduced in this treatife
againl the ftage. For, if he meant to fhow," that ftage-plays

were

number of indifferent thisgs, which fhould be fupremely and ultimately di-
re&ted to the glory of God. When they are not capable of this, either

'lmmedutely, or remotely, much mo(e when - they are contraxy to xt, (he’ :

muft be condemned.

v 4 Marality of Stage playe fesiouly confidered. p. 10,



. a8 A Serious Enquiry intd

were agreeable to the purity of the gofpel, that drunkennefs is
. worfe (if indeed it be o) could be vo evidence of it at all. He
muft therefore, if he fpeaks to any purpafe, plead for the toles

ration of finful diverfions, becaufe they are comparatively lefs

finful than others ; and if that is the cafe, I detelt his princi-
ples, and fo will every Chriftian.

Having mentioned this author, perhaps it ‘may be expe&ed,.
that I fhould take fome notice of the other arguments broughs
by him in defence of the ﬁagc It is not eafy either to enu-
merate, or comprehend them, they are thrown together in-fuch
confu(' ion, qnd exprefled in fuch vague and general terms. He

fays, (page 3d) © The people of this ifland are nat inferior tg
¢ thofe of any other age or country whatever. This will'bea

¢ prefumption, that if plays are a poifon, it is at leaft but flow in
¢ its operation.’ And (p.17.) ¢ We may venture to afk, Whether
€ knowledge, whether induﬁry and commerce have declined in this
¢ city (Edinburgh) fince the play-houfe was fisft opened herc,
¢ It will be owned, that they have rather increafed.’ I would
venture to atk, What fort of an argument this is, and what
follows from it, tho' both his affertions were allowed to be
true, which yet may eafily be in many refpets.controverted,
If the flage, as he would infinuate, be the caufe of our improve~'
nient, then is his argument felf-contradiftory, for we oughttq
be greatly inferior in purity to the people of other countries,
who have enjoyed the reforming ftage much Jonger, which is
contrary to his foppofition. The truth is, the {tage is not the
caufe, but the confequence of wealth.; apd it is neither the caufe.
nog confequence of goodnefs or knowledge, except in fo far ag
it certainly implies more knowledge than yncukivated favages
poflefs, and ig only to be found in what this author calls civi-
lized nations, How eafy were it for me to, name feveral vices.
" wnknown to Barbarians, which. prevail in places of tafte and
polithed manners,. Should I at the fame time infinuate, that
thefg vices have contributed to improve us in knowledge and
' S g‘tc‘
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tafle, it would be juft fuch an argument as is here ufed in fa-
vour of the ftage, and the plain meaning of bath is, the abufe
of knowledge is the caufe of it. '

Tt were worth while to canfider a little our improvements in

knowledge in this age, which are often the boalt of not the moft
) knowing writers. Perhaps it may be allowed, that there is now

in the world a good deal of knowledge of different kinds, but
it is plain we owe it to the labours of our predeceflors, and not
our own, _And therefore, it is to be feared, we may improve
it no better than many young men do, who come to the eafy
poflelion of wealth-of their father’s getting. They neither know

.the worth nor the ufe of it, but {quander it idly away, in the

moft unprofitable or hurtful purfuits. It is, doubtlefs, an eafy
thing at prefent, ta acquire a fuperficial knowledge, from Ma-
grzines, Reviews; ‘Diionaries, and other helps ta the flothful
findent. He is now able, at'a very fmall expence, 10 join the
beau and the fcholar, and triumphs in the tafte of this enligh-
tened age, of which he hath the comfort to refle&, that he him-
felf makes a part. But, for our mortification, let us recolled,
that, as feveral writers have obferved, human shings never con-
tinue Jong at a ftand, There is commonly a revolution of know-
Jedge and Jearning, as of riches and power. For as ftates grow up
from poverty to induftry, wealth, and power, fo, from thefe they
proceed to luxury, and vice, and by them are brought back to. po-
verty and fubjection. In the fame manner, with refpect to learn-
ing, men rife from ignorance to application, from application to
knowledge, this ripens into tafte and judgment, then, froma defire
of diftinguithing themfelves, they fapperadd affe@ted ornaments,
become more fanciful than folid, their tafte corrupts with their
gaanners, and they fall back into the gulph of ignorance, - The
foveral fteps of thefe gradations commonly correfpond ; and if
we defire to know in what period of each, we of this nation are
at prefent, it is probable, we are in the age of fuxury as to the
firft, and, ia the cve at lealt; of & falfe and frothy talle as to

lcaras
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learning, and may therefore fear, that as a late very elegant wri-

 ter exprefles it, We fhall relapfe faft into Barbarifm.
Another argument adduced by this author, is, that the apoftle -

‘Paul, in preaching at Athens, quotes a fentence from one’ of the
Greek poets, and, in writing to the Corinthians, has inferted in-
‘to the facred text a line from a Greek play which now fubfifts.—

- ¢ This, (be fays), is fufficient to conne@ the defence of plays

-

€ with the honour of feripture itfelf.'  The fa& is not denied,
though he has given but a poor fpecimen of the knowledge of

“this age, by miftaking, in the firlt of thefe remarks, the exprefs
fion quoted by the apoftle 1 for, this fentence, In him awe live,

-and move, and have our being, which, he fays, isa very fublime
expreflion, and beautifully applied by the apoftle, was not cited

from the poct, but the following, For we are alfo bis offipring. -
‘But fuppofing he had, (as he eafily might) have hit upon the .

true citation, What follows from it? Did ever any body affirm,

that no poet could write, or no player could fpeak any thing that

was true ? And what is to binder an infpired writer from judging

them out of their own mouths ? What concern has this with the
flage ? If it implies any defence of the ftage in' general, it muft
imply a ftronger defence of the particular play and poem, from
-which the citations are taken, Now, I darefay, neither this
author, nor any other will affert, that thefe are in all refpe@s
agreeable to the Chriftian chara&ter. Thefe citations do no o-
ther way conne@ the deferice of the ftage with the honour of
feripture, than a minifter’s citing, in writing or difcourfe, a
paffage from Horace or-Juvenal, would conne& the defence of

all the obfcenity that is to be found in the reft of thcir works, -

with the hanour of preaching.
" The only thing further in this ¢ffay not obviated in the pre-
ceeding difcourfe, is what he fays on the fubje@ of the poor.

- ¢ That the expence laid out on the {tage does not hinder the

¢ charitable fupply of the poor, and that they fuffer no lofs by
3 n! for it comes at lalt into the hands of the poor, and is paid
¢ as
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¢.as the price of their laboar.—Every player muft be maintain-.
¢ ed, clothed and lodged.” It does not fuit with any prefent pur-
pofe to enter into controverfial altercation, or to treat this au-.
thor with that feverity he deferves ; and thercfore I fhall only
fay, that his reafoning upon this fubject is the very fame from
which do@or Mandeville draws this abfurd and hated confe-
quence, ¢ Private vices are public benefits.’

" Thetruthis, a ferious perfoh can fcarce have a ﬁronger evi-,
dence of the immorality of the ftage, than the perufal of thefe
little pfcccs of fatyr, which have been publifhed, in fo great a.
variety, againft the prefbytery of Edinburgh, .within thefe few.
weeks, becaufe of their public admonition againft it. They. of-.
fer no other defence, but deriding the preaching of the gofpel,.
blafphemoufly comparing the pulpit with- the ftage, and ‘recri- .
mination upon fome who are fuppofed to live inconfiftently with .
their characer. It is not worth while to fpend three words in de-
termining, whether drunkennefs, deceit and hypocrify are worfe
than the ftage or not, but if that is the ftrongeft argument thae
can be offered in its fupport, wo to all thofe who attend it. The

" hew reformed tragedy, has, indeed, been very unlucky in its ad-

vogates. There is an old faying, that a man is known by his.
eompany. If this be true alfo of a play, which ong would think

it fhould, ?s it muft be chiefly to the tafte of congenial minds,

by thofe who have-appeared in deferice of Douglafs, it is 2 work
of very little merit.

. It may be expeted, that, havlng brought this performance
en the field, I{hould add fome farther reflections, upon the,
sggravated finof miniflers writing plays, or attending the ftage.
But, though it is a very plain point, and indeed becaufe it is fo, .
it ‘would draw out this treatife to an immoderate length. If any’
man makes a qucfhon of this, he muft be wholly ignorant of the
nature, and importance of the miniRerial character and office. -
“Thefe therefore it would be neceflory to open up diftinély, and

to confider thc !'olcmn charge glvcn to minifters in feripture, to
1 watch
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watch over the fouls of their people, as thofe who muft give a#
account unto God 3 to give themfelves wholly to their duty, fince
fome of thofe committed to thém are, from day to day, entering
onan unchangeable ftate, whofé blood, when they die unconverted;
fhall be required at the-hand of the unfaithful psttor. None can
entertain the leaft doubt upon this fubje&, who believe the tefti-
mony of Mofes and the prophets, of Chrift and his apofHes, and; if
theybelievenot theit writings, neither will they believe my words.

" Inftead therefore of endeavouring to prove, I will make bold
to sffirm, that writing plays is an employinent wholly foreign to
the office, and atiending theatrical reprefentatidns an entertain<
ment unbecoming the character of a minifter of Chrift? And muf¥
not both, or either of them be a facrilegious abftra&ion of that time
and pains, which eught to have been laid out for the bevefh of his
people ? Is it not alfo flying in the face of a cleat and late aé®
of parliament, agreeably t6 which the tords of council and feffion
wot long ago found the ftage contrary to law, in this country ?
And tho’ the law is eluded, and the penalty cvaded, by advertif
ing a concert after which will be performed gratis;a tragedy, &re;
Yet, furely, the world in judging of charaters, or a church
court in judging of the condué of its members, will pay no res
gard to the poor and fhameful evafion. Can we then think of’
this audacious attempt 2t the prefent jundure, without applying
t0 ourfelves the words of Ifaish, And in 1hat day did the Lord

- God of hofts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldnefs,

awd 1o girding with ﬁclcla(b, and behold joy and g/ad’ng/}, Saying
exen and killing fbeepy eating flefb and drinkin gwine; lét us cat
and drink for to morrow we die. . And it was revealed in mine
ears by the Lord of bofis, furely, this iniquity fhall not be purged
From you till ye die, fairh ' T’ I, xKii 13, 13, 24¢
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