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TO THE

Rev. Mr ¥ AMES HERVEY, &c.

SIE ,
HEN Chrift our Savfour was about to go

-to his Father, he told his difciples, If the

avorld hate you, ye hnow that it hated me before.
it hated you. If ye were of the world, the worid
awould love his own: but becaufe ye are mot of,
the world,but I have chofen you out of the world,
therefore the world bateth you. 1am perfuaded,

" that by-this, he didnot enly intend to forewarny
the twelve of the offence. which that generation,
would take at the ignominy-of the crofs, but alfo
to intimate, that the cafe would be the fame in:
all ages ; that his doGtrine would meet with greas
refiftance and oppofition, and that the temnper
and charafer of his real difciples would be
very different from the fpirit that would gene-

- rally prevail in the world. This hath been con-
tinually verified.in experience. For as many.
in the higheft ftations, and ofhxghcﬁ repute for

" wifdom in the world, did fet themfelves agajnft
the gofpel at its fitft publication, fo even where..
there is a nominal profeifion of it, there is ihll.

~ amoppofition ta its doftrines, in their implicity -

a2



lv]

" and purity, by the world, that is to ﬁy, thofe:
who have moft fway in it, who are the moft paf-
fionate admirers of its fathions, and the moft af-.

Q@dpom profecutors of its honours and pleafures..

It may alfo be obferved, that there is fome~
times, perhapseven generally, a foverexgmy of
divine providence in the choice of the inftrue
soents employed in ipreading the gofpel. As,
at firft, twelve illiterate fithermen were chofen ;.
fo, often fince that time, the weake(t and moft
unlikely have been pitclied vpos; shat oxr faith:
wight not fland in the wifdam-of men, but in the
power of God. Hence it frequently happens,thay
it Is not -only difficule to make men believe the
gofpel, but even to perfuade them: to hear it
“They are apt to defpife and deride the meflage,
becaufe of - the meannefs of the mefienger, or:
the homelinefs of the terms in which it is deli=
wered. ‘This is particalarly the cafe with the
prefent age. Froma centain. love of eafe, and lu~-
wury of mind,.they defpifeand trample upon alk -
“inftru@ions, whichhave not fomething pleafing: -
md mﬁmamg in their dtc(hndform. -

You, Sh' are one of thofé happy few, who

dave been willing to confecrate the fineft nataral
tilents to the fervice of Chrift in the gofpel,
~atd are not-athamed of his.crofi, © You have~
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Been able to procure attention upon fome fib-
Jje@ts, from many who would hardly havegivets
it to any other writer. This hath made me obs.
ferve with particular attention, the effeét of your
)ﬁﬂ performance; Theron and Afpafio, the cha~
- rafter given to it, and the objections raifed a»
gainft it. And I have always found that the
moft fpecious and plaufible objeétion, and that:
moft frequently made, againft the doétrine of'
Jjuftification by imputed righteoufnefs, has been:
in this cafe, as indeed ufually before, that it
loofens the obligations ta prattice. Thisis what.
1 have particularly applied myfelf to refute in.
the following effay, becaufe I have rarely ob-
ferved it done diflin&ly, and at full length, in.
~ any writer. And Fhave addrefled it to you, a3
a teftimony of my efteem of your excellent
* and ufeful writings, as a public declaration of
my cfpoufing the fame fentiments a8 to thé
serms of our acceptance with God, and my
ambition of contributing fome ﬁnall affiftancé
to. the fupport of the fame glonous feafe, 1v
was alfo no fmallinducement to it, that there--
by it might appear td:2ll, tthat no.external di-
fin&ions, or fmaller differences, ought to be-
any hindrance to a cordial efteem and affe&tion
among. the fincere fervants of our common.
Mafter. g
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The greateft part of what follows was firft .
delivered in two fermons ; but it is now thrown-
into the form of an effay, left the defpifed title
of 2 fermon fhould offend fome, and that it
might the better admit of feveral additions;
both in the,body of the piece, and in the notes;
which could not have been fo properly deliver-
ed from a polpit. Some of thefe regard the
philofophical principles, which have of late’
been publithed among us, of whieh I propofe;.
- in a’ fhort time, . 2 much filler difcuffion, as
theré is no way in which the truths of the go-
fpel 2 are more perverted than by what the apa-
ftle Paul calls Philofophy and vain deceit,.and.
oppofitions of fience falfly Jo called,
" That your ufeful life may be prblonged, and
that you 'may have the honour of centributing
more and more to the converfion of finners,

and the edification and comfort of believers,
. is the carnelt prayer of,.

SIR,

Your moft obedient humble fervant, .

. .




ESSAY, ¢«

" A L L the works and ways of God have fome.
| ' thing in them myfierious, above the compre-
henfion of any finite underflanding, And as
this is the cafe with his works of creation and pro-
vidence, there is ni) reafon to expe it fhould be o-
therwife in the altonithing method of the redemption
of the world by Jefus Chrift. From this their myfte.
rious nature, -or rather from ‘the imperfe@ meafure
and degree in which they are revealed to us, they are
admirably fitted for the trial of our ingeﬂu}ty, ‘humi-
lity and fubjection, ‘They are all of them, whenfee
rioufly and impartially enquired into, holy, juft and
~ good; but at the fame time, not beyond the cavils
and objections - of men of prejudiced, perverfc and
_cortupt minds, o :
. The apoftle Paul, in his epiltle to the Romans, a-
‘mong whom he had never been in perfon, .at.great _
length, eftablifhes the fundamental do@rine of the
gofpel, that finners are juftified by the frec grace of o
God through the imputed rightcoufnefs of a Redee-
mer.  To this do@rine men do by nature make the
firongeft oppofition, and are, with the outmoft diff-
sulty; brought to receive and apply it. We may well

'
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fay of it in particular, what the fame apoftie fays of
-the truths of God in general, that the natural man
doth not receive them *. Tt is therefore highly necef~
“fary to prevent or remove, as far as poffible, the ob=
Jections that may be brought againft it by the art or
malice of Satan, who will, no doubt, bend the chief
force of all his engines againft this truth, knowing
“that the cordial reception of it is a fure and ef-
"fe&ual, and indeed the only fore and effectual
mean of deftroying his power and influcnce in the
“heart.  Accordingly we find the apoftle, in the 6th
chapter of the above-named epiftle, an. ift verfe,
*fuppofes an objection made againtt this doctrine in the
following terms, What fhall we fay ther ? fhall wwe
eontinue in finy that grace may abound ? To which
be anfwers, by rejeéting -the confequience with the
outmoft abhorrence, and in the ftrongelt manner afs
“fming it to be without any foundation.

From the introdu&ion of this objeftien *by the 2+
‘poltle, we may cither infer, that there-were, even-in
thefe early days, fome who branded the dodtrine of
redemption by the free grace of God with this odious
eonfequence; or that ‘he, by the infpiration of the
_ Almighty, did forefce that there fhould arife, in fome
~ Fature periods of the Chriftian church, adverfarics
‘who would attempt to load it-with this imputation
‘er that the do@trine is indeed liable, on a fuperficial
wiew, to be abufed to this urthappy-purpofe, by the
“geccitful hearts of menywho arc wedded to their lufts,

3

2 5 Cor. il 14,
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Tt ix probable that all the chree obfervations are jull 3
and the two laft render it a pecaliarly propet fiibje®
for our attontion and confideration av tie wme, and
i this age. .

It is well known, that there are many enemies of”
this do&rine, of different charadters, and of different.
pnnuylcs, who all agree in affaulting i with this ob~
je@tion, That it weakens the obligations to holinef§
of life, by making eur juftification before God depend:
entirely upon the rightcoufnefs and. merit of another,- "
And fo far, I think, we muft jain with the adver--

_ faries of this do®rine, as to lay iv down for a prin--
ciple, That whatever belief or perfuafion, by its na~-
tive and genvine tendency, weakensthe ebligations
to pradtice, muft be falfe. And I will alo affert, i in
oppofition to fome modern infidels;. (tho> fome may.
think that my caufe might avail itfelf of she contrary’
opinion) that a man’s inward principle, or the per
fuafion of his mind, hath a neceffary and unavoidablé
influence upon his practice *. So that, if I am not-

P

® That is to fiy, So far a4 it cair be applied to pradtice, and
£ far as it igreal or prevalent above its oppofite; for there are
many truths of a religious nature which men think they believe
at fometimes, but which yet their corrupt paffions often make
them doubt of ;and thefe doubts are mine parts i t2n of their
Eives obfervant t their minds, as a vindicatiomof" their licen-
tious praftice : in fome fenfe, fuch may be fzid to a& in conw
fradiction to their principles; but they are pinciples either not
weally belicved sor, which is the fame thing, not habitually rey
colle@ed ; and nonc can expeét that men will aét npon a prine
ciple, tho once ever (6 firmly believed, if it be forgottcn, o¥
cchcﬁmeofaaionmlyouroivm T s
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able to fhew that Juftification thro’ the imputed righ~
teoufnefs of Chrift, is fo far from weakning the obli
gations to holinefs, -that, on the contrary, the belicf
and reception of it, as its neceffary confequence, mufk
make men greater lovers of purity and holinefs, and
£l them with a greater abhorrence of fin, than any
other perfuafion on the fame fubje®, I am content tar
give up the caufe. -

T hope we may be indulged a candid hiearing upon
this fubje, as experience does not fcem to be unfa-
vourable to the doérine I am cflaying to defend. If
it appeared in fact that its friends, upon a fair and juft
©omparifon, were morc loofé in their pradtice thad
their adverfaries of any of the oppofite opinions, it
would be a ftrong prejudice againft it; or rather, if
ahis were always the cafe, it would be an unqueftion-
able evidence ofits falfhood. But, doth not the con-
arary appear upon the very face of the world ? Are not
the perfons who profefs to deny their own righteouf=
ncfs, and hope for juftification thro’ Chrift, ordinarily
the moft tender and fearful of finning themfelves, and
she moft fithéiil and diligent in promoting the refor-
mation of others? And do not all carelefs, profanc
and fenfual livers, almoft to a man, profefs thcmfelves
gnemies to- this do@rine ? ? I could almoft appcal to
gny one who hath the leaft experience of, or commerce
with the world, whether he would expe& to find, up-
on 2 ftri@ fearch and enquiry, the werthip of God
more conftantly attended, the name of God: more re=
gularly called upon in familics, children and fervants
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more carefully inftru&ted, and more dutifully gover~
ned, a greater freedom from levity, profanity, un-
chaftity, pride, malice, or 'inﬁnccn'ty of converfation,.
among(t the friends or enemies of this dodrine ? So-
true is this, that they commonlyhave the appellationy
of the ftrier fort given them; by which is certainly
underftood, at leaf}; an-apparent ftrictnefs of life ands
manners 1' ‘

- As thcrcfore cxpcnence doth nethinden; or ratbcx‘
warrants us to affirm, that thofe who expe juftifica=
tion by free grace are, of all ethers, the moft holy in.
their $ives ; T propofe to thew, that it muft be {o, and:
that this is but the native fruit, and neceflary confe-.
quence of their principles. ‘What has induced me te
this attempt, is not only the calumaies of enemies, buty
the weaknefs.or treachery of profefled friends. Thefe:
laft injure the truth often, in two différent. ways.

"$1am not ignorant, that it is the ufuial refuge of thofe whe
are evidently diffolute in their own lives, to alledge, that there
is indced an appearance of this,. but that it is no more than
apyeanncc, being all hypocrify. It would be going out of the
way to enter upon a large refutation of this flander. Therefore
acknowledging, that, no doubt, whatever number of hypocrites
there are in the warld, and there are too many, they muft berd
amongft, or attach. themfelves to the.fociety of the beft part of
it: I obferve, that the general. charge of hypocrify is only,
thrown out at a venture, is a judging of the heart, and by the
very fuppofition, centrary to appearances, juflified, fot the moft
past, by a fteady perfeverance. Whereas, ufually the whole
merit of thofe who bring the accufation, is that of bcmg uni-
formly wicked, and not fo much as profefing what it was
sheir xbdlfpcnfablc duty both to have profeffed and praQifed;
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__ Seme fpeak in fach a-manaer as to confirm and harden
encmies in their oppofition to it ; they ufe fuch rafly .
and uncautious expreffions, as-de indeed juftify the
aebjedtion which the apoftle rejects with. fuch-abhor~
sence; and, in the heat of their zeal againft the flf-
nighteous legalift, fcem to ftate shemfelves as enemics,
in every refpe@, to thie law of God, which is holy,.
juft and good. ~Others; on the contrary, defend ity
in fuch a manner, as to deftroy the do&rine itfelf, and-
give fach interpretations of the word of Ged, as; if
they were jult, and known to be fo, the objection-
would have never been made, becaufe there would now
Have been fo much as an occafion given to it *.

But of all pretended Chriftians, one fost are wor~
thy of the higheft contempt, who, acknowledging the
truth of this do@rine,- call it dangerous, and are back~
ward to teach or publifh it, left ie fhould be abufed..
‘Would fuch weak, half-thinking mertals, be wifer
than God ? Hath he publithed it, and fhall we throw
a veil over it, to remedy the rafhnefs of his proceed=
#g? Do the Scriptures reveal, and are we backward

* 1 have often thought, that there eannot be a flronger ark
goment, that the explication commonly given by Calvinifts, of
thic paflages of Scripture on this fubjedt, is juft, than the apoftlc’s
fappofition of an objetion of this nature arifing from it. For
if the cxplieation of fome others, were fuppofed to be the obs
wious meaning of the text, and were fubftituted in its room,
as all juft definitions may be without inconvenience,the apoftle’s
words, What foall we fay thin? frall we contimue in fin that gress
way abaund? would be quite unnatusal and abfiud, } R
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o teftify the gofpel of the grace of God? All the
‘works of God arc capable of being abafed ; that this
may be fo likewife-the apoftle fuppofes. - Rt is, how
-ever, not the'lefs ufcful orimpertant ; only let us en=
Adeavour “to vindicate it from the falfe charge of fae
wouring or encouraging licentionfnefs of life. Thig
T would willingly do in fuch @ manner as to affert
while I defend it; to maintain the do@rine itflf,
awhile I fhew aot only its innocence, but.its ufefulncl
4n practice,

- 'The words of the inlpired apoltle are, God fortid,
 bow fhall we that are dead to Jiny live any longer
therein 2 In which he affirms, that the grace of God
-abounding in the gofpel, is fo far from being an en-
~couragement to fin, ‘that it deftroys the power of fin,
-and removes the inclination-to it, fo far as it prevails,
The language is very ftrong, We that are dead 1o [,
~It feems to put us in mind of the total effetual
“breach of relation between a dead man, and the ob~
je&s with which he was formerly conne@ed in lifes
“they are nothing to him, nor he to them; he neither
Toves them, nceds them, nor ufes them.  So, in pro=
" portion as the grace of God offcred thro’ Chrift in
the gofpel is received and applied, fin is mortified in
the heart; thus fays the apoltie Paa/ elfewhere, God
Jorbid that I fhould glery, fave in the crofs of enr
Lord Fefus Chrip, by awhich the world is crucified un-
‘to me, and I unto the world *, This,which is indeed
‘the language of the Scripture throughout, is oot meree
B
2 Gal. vis 14,

Aty . . —— e
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ly denying the accufation, but eftablifhing the contrary
truth, the influence of this docrine: upon purity of
heart and life, which we find the apoftle alfo affert-
ing in the middle of his reafoning upon the point,
Do cwe then make void the law through faith? Gad
Sorbid; yaa,-nve efiablifb.the law t. '

1In the profecution of this fubjed, it will be necefe

Gary, firlt, ina few. words, to {late that doétrine againft
which the objedtion is made. It may be delivered in
* Scripture-language thus, That all have finned, and
<ome fhort of the glorysof God.—That. every mouth
muft be flopped, and all-the aorld become guilty bs-
Jore God.—Thercfore by the deeds of the law, -there
Shall be no fiefl juflified in bis fight.—But awe are
Jupified freely by bis grace, thro’ the redemption that
“is in Chrift Jefus :—Whom God bath fet forth as a
propitiation, thro' faith in bis blood, to declare bis
righteoufnefs for the remiffion of /im.tbat are paft,
shrough the forbearance of God.—Where is boafling
then? It is excluded. By what law ? of works?
Nay, but by the law of faith. Therefore we con-
clude, that a man is juftified by faith, without the
deeds of the law.—Moreover, the law entred, that
the offence might abound ; but abkere fin abounded,

grace did much more abound ; that as fin bath reigned

* unto death, even fo might grace reign through righ-
teoufnefs unto cternal life, by Fefus Chriff our
Lord. '

1‘ _RON. iii. 3'4
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The do&rine afferted in the above and other paf-
fages of fcripture may be thus paraphrafed: that eve-
ry intelligent creature is under an unchangeable and
unalienable obligation, perfeétly to obey. the - whole
law of God ; that all men proceeding from Adam-by.
oedinary generation, are the children of polluted pa-
sents, alicnated in heart from God, tranfgreflors of.
his holy law, incxcufable in this tranfgreflion, .and
therefore expofed to the dreadful confcquences of his
difpleafure ; that it was notagreeable to the ditates of.
his wifdom, holinefs and juflice; to forgive their fius:
without an atonement or fatisfaction ; and therefore hé
raifed up for them'a Saviour, Jefis Chtift, who, as
the fecond Adam, perfe@ly fulfilled the whole law,
and offered himfclf up a facrifice upon the crofs in their
ftead : - that this his righteoufnefs is imputed to theny,
as the fole foundation of their juftification in the fight
of ‘a lioly God, and their reception into his favour &
that the mean of their being intercfted in this falva-
tien, is-a déep humiliation of mind, confeflion of
guilt and wretchednefs, denial of themfelves, and ae«
ceptance of pardon and peace -through Chrift Jeﬁu,
which they neither have contributed to the procuring,
nor can contribute to the continuance of, by their own
~ merit ; but expe the renovation of their natures, to

be inclined and cnabled to keep the commandments of™
God, as the work of the Spirit, and a part of the pur-
_ ¢hafe of. their Redcemer *. .
B 2-

_ #"The intelligent reader will probably perceive, ¢! at T havk
expretld the above dotrine in fuch generak terms; as not “dis
RinqQlly to take 2 part in the differences that are to be foundac
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“This fhort account of the dodtrine of the imputa»

tion of Chrift’s rightcoufinefs will be farther illuftra °

ted and exphained in the progrefs of this difcourfe, in--
tended to fhew, that in thofe who do cordially embrace*
it, the obligations to holinefs are not weakned, but:
ftrengthned and confirmed. For-this purpofe be plea-’
fed to attend to the following obfervations ; in all of
‘which I defire it may be remembred, even where not:
exprefly mentioned, an oppofition is intended between’
the principles and views-of a belicver in Chrift, who-
refts his hope on his imputed righteoufnefs, and thofe.
who a& on any contrary principle.

" In the firft place, he who expeds juftification by the,

#mputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, hath the cleareftand-
firongeft.conviction of the obligation of the holy law:
©of God upon every reafonablé creature, and of its ex«-
‘tent and purity.  ‘This will appear very evidently, i
'we confider what it is that brings any perfon to a bex

‘wipng fome autlors, s to the way of expliining #;.and particu~-
Turly as to the nature-of faith. The reafon of my doing f6 i, that:
Pwould willingly rather réeoncile than widén thefe difftrences &
and becauft it is my firm perfusfien, that however fime think
it julteft, or wifll; or fafk(X, to exprefs ‘themfelves.one way;.
and fome anothier, yet alt who have a deep and real conviftion,.
that they are by nature in aloft ftate, and-under the wrath of”
©od, and that there is no falvation in any other but i Chrifl;
are, if they underftoof enc another, at bottom, or at leaft in-
all things any way material, entirely of the fame opinion. Ac-

eordingly the reader will, I hope, find that the reafoning in the-
Sllowing pages may eafily. be applicd by them all without. exe

Qeptiod.
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Kef or rclifh of this do@trine. It muft be a fenle of,
fin, and fear of deferved wrath. Lt us fearch out
the caufe by tracing the effe@ts. Whence arifes the
fear of wrath, or apprehenfion of God’s difpleafure 2
©nly from a convition of guilt. And what can pro-
duce a conviction of guilt, buta feafe of obhganon?
This is manifeftly the doctrine of fcripture, which.
teaches us, that by the law is the knowledge of fin—
and that the lawis a [choolmafier tobring us to Chrift..
Thofe who have none at all, or avery imperfet {enfe
of theobligation of the divine law, will nevethave the
leaft efteem of the righteoufnefs of Chrilt, which a~
tones for their tranfgreffion of it; it multappear tof
them to be foolifhnefs : whereas thofe who have a.
firong conviction of the juftice of the demand of the
aw; both cfteen and ufc the - plea of their Saviour's,
merit,  Such alfe bave a:ﬁm:g feafe of the exseatand:
pusity of the law of God, .as well.as its obligation ins’
goieral. Whillt ovhers confider nething as fin, but the,
groficft and moft notorious crimes, they ase deeply’
fenfible of the alicnation of their hearts from God,:
‘whiom they are: bomdfuprcmclytalovc, and to whole.
glory they are obliged to be habitually and univcrﬁl-‘
Iy fubfervient. )

This conviction of the obfigation of the divine law;’
fo effentially connected with, or rather fo neceflarily:.
previous to,an acccptanee of the imputed righteoufnefs -
of Chrilt, is evidently fonnded upon the relation of
man to God, as a creature to his Creator. This rela-

ton then contigues, aod.muft continue, unchangeable;:
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therefore the obligation founded upon it muft be un+

alienable; and all thofe who have once been fenfible”
‘of it, muft continue to be {6, unlefs we fuppoft them
blinded to the knowledge of Ged as Creator, by the
difcovery of his mercy in Chrift the Redeemer ¢ but
this is abfurd ; for the fubfequcin relation of a finner
to God, as forgiven and reconiciled through Chrift,
never can take away, nay, never can alter his natural
relation as a creature, nor the obligation foundéd upon
it ; neither can it be conceived as-confiftent with the
perfedtions of God, to abate the-demands of his law,
that is to fay, a perfe& conformity to his holy will *;

% Singé mention hasbeen made of perfe&t conformity to the
will of God, or perfe@ obedience to his law, asthé duty of inan;
which i indeed the fomdation of this whole do@iring; I think
it neceflary to obferve, that fome deny this to be properly re-
quired of man, as his duty in the prefent fallen ftate, becaufe he
is ot able to perform’it. But fuch do not feem to attend either
to the meaning of perfet obedience, or to the nature or caufe of

_ thisinsbility.  Perfe@ obedience is obedience by any ercature,
to the outmoft extent of his natural powers. Even in a {tate of
innocence, the holy difpofitions of Adam would not have been
equal in firengh and a@ivity to thofe.of creatures of -an higher
rank ; but furcly to love God, who is-infinitely amiable, with all
the heart, and above all, to confecrate all his powers and faculz
tics, without exeeption, and without intermiffion, to God’s fcxe
vice, muft be undeniably the duty of every intelligent creature.

" Aud what fort of inability are-we under.to pay this? Our natu-

- ral faculties are furcly asfit for the fervice of “God as for any

bafer purpofe :  the inability is only moral,’ and lyes wholly in
the avesfion of our hearts from fuch employment. Does this
then take away the guilt? - muft God relax his law becaufe we
are not willing to ebey it>  Confult even modern philofophers ;
armd fuch of them as allow there is any fuch thing as vice, will

sl you, that it lyes.in cvil or mifplaced affetions, Will them .

v e ey g P s
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Every the leaft deviation fromit, by tranfgreTion, or
neglet of duty, muft fhll be evil in itfelf, and muft
{till be feen, and efteemed to be. fo by the God of
truth, who cannot lic. Now, is there any thing in
the gofpel that hath the leaft tendency 0 leficn the
fenfe of this obligation, after it hath been once difco-
vered? Very far from it: on the contrary, all that
Chrift hath done for the falvation of finners, as itsim-
mediate confequence, magnifies the law, and makes
&t honousable.

~ Perhaps it may be thought, that the releafing a fin-
ner from the fanion of the law, or the punifhment
incurred, by pardon purchafed and beftowed, has this
effe@: and here it is, to be fure, that men, by theic
partial views,are apt to fuppofe the objcction lyes. But
let us only refle®, that the obligation to duty and obe- -
dience to- the Creater hath been feen by a believer in
the (trongeftlight, and muft continue to be fenfible.
Wilt he then be induced to aét in the face of a per-
ceived obligation, by an inftance of unfpeakable mer-
“cy? Is thisreafonable to fuppofe ? or rather, is it not

{elf-contradi@ory and abfurd? Itis fo far from being

true, that this mercy difpofes to obedience, as a pecu-

that which il in itfelf excufe xts fruits in any degree ﬁoﬁ
guilt or blame? The truth is, notwith@tasding the loud charge

of licentioufnefs upon the truths of the gofpel, thereis no other
fyftem that ever I perufed which preferves the obligation of the
law of God in its firength: the moft part of them, when
throughly examined, juft amount to this, that men are bound,
and that it is RIGHT and MEET and FIT that they ﬂwdd
e a3 good and holy as they themfelves incline, :
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Yiar and additional motive, as I-fhall afterwards thew
more fully in its proper place. In the mean time, &
* s felf evident, that it can be no ‘hindrance. =What
Jeads us into ervor in. this matter is what -happens
fometimes in human affairs. Ina human government
-mercy, or a promife of impunity for paft crimes, may
«nable, the’, even in that cafe, .ot incline a rebellions
wraitor to renew his wickednefs. But this is a moft
mjult and partial view of the cafe, in which the very
«circumftance is wanting upon which the chief ftrefs
.ought to'be laid : forhuman laws reach enly outward
.a&ions, becaufe human knowledge is fo imperfet, that
it cannot dilcover the difpofition.of the-heart: and as
-all profeffions are not finecre, o kindnefs is often be-
#owed onimproper-objeds; and this kindnefs may dit-
.over the impropricty, ‘but not caufe it.

But make-the fimilitude compleat, and fee how it
avill lead us to determine. Suppefe onc who hath been
“in rebellion, deeply and inwardly convinced of the
“evil of rébéllion, and his ebligation te fubmiffion ; fup»
-pofe this conviction fo ftrong that he confefleth the ju-
“flice of the fentence which condemns him to die, and
2this is very confiftent with a defire of life: will a
pardon offered orintimated to fuch a perfon, make him
«difloyal ? is this its natural, nay is it its poffible effet?

_If it could be fuppofed to have any fuch confequence
~.atall, it could only be in this diftant way, that pars
*don feems-to leffen the fenfe of a judge’s difpleafure
~ ‘atthe cime. But even this can have no place here,
becaufe fufficicnt care is taken to prevent any fuch

U ——
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abufe of it, by the f&%&hu&mmu{w
of a Mediator;

" Tecannot frelp obferving here; bt the fimilicade 2e-
Bove ufcd will Iead us to the difcovery of ‘one great
aufe of the objection agaiaft'whicki-I am reafoning, .
Tearifés ftom that corraption of hieart; amf inward op~ -
pofition to the liw.of 'God n its extent: and" purity,;.
which' is in all men by nature, and continues in all who «
are not renewed in the fpirit of theirminds. As they
ave a (trong tendéncy and'inclination-to-tranfgrefs che -
Fw where tirey dare, thcyarﬂeady” think, thacthe -
Bopes of impunity muft encourageevery onete-abold .
violation of it.  And' no doubt-this would be-true, if
there could be any real-efteem; or-cerdfal acceptance
of the gofpel, without a previous-conviétion of the obe
Fgation of the law, and the guile and-demeriv of every
tranfprefloef.  Buu{uppofing what isintruth the cafe.
with every: belitwen, thas thare is a real and {trong con~
viction: of ‘thiy.obligation of the law: of Ged upoan-cven -

n;‘rauooal‘cmme; which .cannat. be. taken:away ;.

. » 3

4-Bubrthis-is impofiblo.: fon the’ there may be fome fort of*’
flar of punihiment, occafloned by difplays of divine powery.
whicre there'is 0o orue: humriffation of mind,. ee- genuine con -
wililon.of iry: thieis bue like the impationt fruggles of achained
flave, inftrad of the willing fubjeftionrof a penitent child, There :
s fill:invalk fuch an inwasd murmuring againft the fentence; as -
that of an dnjuft'and rigorous tyrant, and notof = righteons -
jadge, . “Therefore; thio’ firchhould. precend toirdy ob themes
rite-of Chyitk forpardon; and deliverance, itis plinly nor fromy.
their hearts, and therefore neither-to the faving of dmr ﬁulg;
moe-80 the refaimation of thicic lives, .
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then to imagine.that the mercy of God in pardoning;
fioners for Chrift's fake will leffen or weaken the fenfc

ef this-obligation, is a moft manifeft contradiction...

. On the contrary,. fin muftaceds have received 3 mor-
tal blow, the love ofit muft ncécﬂ'arily’ have been de<
froyed, before pardon in this way. could be fought or
obtained ; fo that the apoftle might well fay, Aow.

Lball we that are dead to fin liveany langer therein?

. Ta the fecond place, he who belicves in Chrift, and -
#xpeds juftification through his imputed righteoufnefs,
uft have the deepeft and firongeft fenfe.of the evils
of. fin in itfelf,. This is in a gaod meafure included
in, oran immediate. confequence of, what . has.been
\already mentioned.. For the .obligation of the law,
a8 hinted above, is but very imperfed, if we confi-
der it only-as fornded' on the power of God, and
the dependénce of ‘the creature, and not alfo on-the.
folinefs, joftice, and-geodnefs of the law itfclf. In.

‘the firft fenfe, perhaps, it may be felt by the wicked
3n this 'world, at leaft, we are fure it is felt by devils,
and damned fpirits in a fcparate-flate. They know
ghat. they muft fuffer, becaufe they will“not-obey..
But where there is a.compleat fenfe of oblxgatlon, it
 implics a belief of the. righteoufnefs of the law, aa
well as-the power of the Lawgiver, of the cqmty,
pay, the excellence of tlie command; as: well-as thof
feverity of the fan@ion. All' fuch’ not. only believer

that God will puaifh for fin,. but that it is moft juft

that he fhould do fo, and that fin has.richly d‘“'-""
ud s

. 1
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. ¥r may therefore feem uaneceffary to add any thing+.
on this fubjet more than has been alecady faid : but.
1 have mentioned it*by itfelf, becaufe befides that:
fénfe of the obligation and purity of-the law of God,’
which muft pave the way to a-finaer’s acceptance of’
e righteoufnofs of Chrift, there is a difcovery of:
the cvil of fin, and ity abominable nature, in everys
part of this myflery of godlinefs, God. manifefied ini
fhe flefbr; and-the- truths foanded upon it; fo that-
the more thefe are believed, and the more they are.
attended to and recolleted, the more muft the belie-
ver be determined to hate and abhor every wicked
and falfe way ; every new view which he takes of
the gofpcl“of his falvation, every a& of truft and.
. eonfidence exerted wpon it, muft inoreafe-his horrouss

of fin, .and excite him ta fly from it.. .

Let us confider a fittle whit views are prefented usye
of the evil of fin in the do@rine of Chrift, and of him:
crucified.: Here: we fee that 'a holy -and jult God-
would not forgive fio without an.atosement. What:
a'demontlration is thds of its malignity; if carefully-
attended to, and kept conftantly-in our eye, asa
part of our very idea of the Divise Nature ! - Ther
difficultyin this cafeis our partiality inour-own caufe ;:
we are: unwilling to thick fin fo very blame-wosthy,:
becaufe: this is condenining ourfelves : but, let us.
coafider what views an all-wife and impartial God -
hath of it, and. fdrm ours upon his. And that we.
way not fo much as oncéblafphemouﬂy imagine, that
he alfois partial on his owa fide, et vy remember
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that he is the God of love, aad who; by this very:
falvation, hath magnified his leve ia @ manner thage
pafleth knowledge. . He fhews his: fenfe of the evik’
of the crime, cven whillk he. is, contriving, nay, im
the very contsivance of a proper way for the coimi--
ml’s.cfeape. He is.net; fo to fpeak,, fetting forthy:
the malignity of the offence, in-order to juftify. the.
feverity of his owar vengeasce, - but be is exerting his-

amiable atwibute of mcrey, aad yet here mafl the:
-exil-of: fin appeav..

" Confider, in-a particular. manner,. upon.this fubjedt, .

the dignity and glory.of the perfon who . mads this.
-stomement, The value of the paschafe: may, be feen..
i the greatnefs of the ice ;. the cwl. of fio- in:tha
worth of the propitiation. T For we awe nob redeem=-
ed.awith corruptible things, fuch as filver and gold,
but aith the preciows bload of Chrifly as-of @ Lamb:
wwithout blemifli and awithout fpors . 1twas no lefs 2
perfon thaa the cternal and:only begotsenSon of Gody,
who was befere all-worlds; the:brightacfs of his Fa~-
ther's glory, and the euprefs inmge: of his perfony
who. fuffercd in ous: flead: ' Whbever confiders. the
feequent mension in’ tie facred oracles, . of the glory
and digrity of the-perfoaof-Chrift; maft:be: fatisfied.
that it is net. without defign ; aad-nonc can truly: res-
Lifh or improwe thefe trathsy but-fach as thence: leamy.
the cvil of fin, the immenfnefs of thar debt-whicls
wquired.one of. fo-great; nay, of: infinite:and incxs

' g sbeian .

e e et s e =
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“aoftible riches, to be able to pay it. * A creatare -
idecd behoved to fuffer ; and rthercfore he became
the fon of man, but intimately united to the Creas

-tor, God bleffed for evermore. It was one of the
firft and earlicft confeffions of faith, That Jefus Chrift
was the Son of God 3 and this belicf muft have the
Trongeft influence in fhewing us the.evil of fin, \vhlc&
-aenc clfc was able to expiate.

In many paffages of fcripture, God's fending his
-own Son-into the world to fave finners, is reprefenta
ed as the ftrongclt proof pofhible of his compaflion
and love. ‘The nearnefs of the relation teaches us,
as it were, te fuppofe fome reluftance in beftowing
him in allufion to which-there is a fine expreflion of
+the apoftle Paul, * He that fpared not bis own Sor,
but delivered bim up for us all, how fhall ke not awith.
bim alfo freely.give us all thingst Thevery fame thing
fhews, with equal clearnefs, his abhorrence of fin,
However {trosgly difpofed to fave finners, he would
tave fin to be expiated, . tho’ his_.own Son fhould be
the vidim: if any thing could have made him dif-
penfe with it, this fhould furely have had the effe@s
.and therefore the condemaing of fin feems to have
beca as much in view, as the falvation of the finner.

Every light in which we eanview this fubjed, con-.
-tributes to fet before us the evil of fin. I fhall only
-mention further, the greatnefs and feverity of the fufs -

ferings of our Redeemer, as they are reprefented both

v Cc
¢ Rom.viii..32.
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prophetically, to fhew how much was exacted, and
hiftorically, to fhew what was paid. As the whole of
_his life was to be a fate of humiliation and forrow, it
is faid, * As many were aflonifbed at thee, bis vifage
«was fo marredmore than any man, and bis form than
the fons of men. Again, He is defpifed andrejecied of
wmen, a man of forrows, and acquainted with grief s
;md ave bid, asitwere, our faces fzomh'm ; beawas de-
Jpifed, andwe ¢fleemed him not. Oncemore, Hewas
avounded for our tranfgreffions, hewas.bruifedfor.sur
" smiquities : the chaftifement of our peacenuas pon bim,
and with bis firipes we are healed. In the biftory of
his life-in the new teftament, we fee all this verified,
in the meannefs of his birth, and the continued infults
and reproaches thrown upon him during the courfe of
hislife. Thereis one remarkable paflage, Fob# viii.57.
Thou art not yet fifty years old, and baft thou feen A-
brabam ? The meaning of this is hardly obvious, un-
lefs we fuppofe that his natural beauty and bloom was
fo wafted and decayed by-forrow, that he feemed to
,;{trangcrs near twenty years older than he-really was.

) ’ In the clofe of the gofpel, we havean account of the
Laft fcene of his fufferings, in the garden, and on the
crofs. Hewas fore amazed, and very beavy.—His
Soul was exceeding forrowful, even unto death.—His

 fweat was ar it weregreat drops of blood,falling doawn

to the ground. He was at laft ftretched upon an ac-
curfed tree, where the pain of a tortur’d body was but

® If. lii, 14. i, 3. Liii. 5,
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fmall to the anguifh of an overwhelmed fpirit, which
conftrained him to utter this heavy complaint, My God,
my God, why haft thou forfaken me ? Let the Chrifti-
an ftand at the foot of the crofs, and there fec the
evil 'of fin, which required fo coftly an expiation. Let
him there fee the holinefs and jultice of God in its pu-
nithment. Let him hear the moft High, faying, 4=
awake, O fwerd, againfl the man who is my fellow,
And let him thence learn, ‘how mach fin is the och&
of divine deteftation.

Hath a believer then a firm perfuafion of all thefé
truths 2 Are they the frequent theme of his meditati=
ons ?"And muft they not neceffarily fill° him with ag
abiorrence of ﬁn, inflame him with'a hatred of i it, and’
éxcite in him a felf-othing on its account ? Thus it
is faid in the prophetic writings, § They fhall look o
me whom they bave pierced, and they fhall mourn
Jor bim, as one mourneth for bis enly fon, and ]balf
be in bitternefr for hin, as one that is in hthme/}
Jor bis firfi-born, And mauft not a repetition of the.
fame views ftill ftrengthen the impreffion, fo that, as
the-apoftle Pau/ tells us of himfelf, * The world wilk!
& crucified unto bim, and he unta the world. _

T am fenfible, that thefe things will have no fuckr -
effé@ upon the encmics of the gofpel, .who difbelicve .
diem, or upon.thofe Chriftians, if they deferve the..
pame, who difguife, explain away, or give up the fas

C.2

’

§-Zech, xiic 10, * Gal, vi, 14..
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sisfution of Chrift; or even thofe who have a ftrong

tin@ure of a legal fpirit, and are for contributing fome- -

what toward their acceptance with God, by their own

merit, and dcfcfhvc obedience. Such cannot relith thefe -

fenumcms and therefore it may feem improper, in rea-

v{Onmg againft enemies, -to bring them at'all in view..

But let it be remembred, that however little many be-
llcvc fuch things, they may yet perceive, if they will
attend to it, their patural operation upon thofe wha
o belicve them.  And let any modern adept dn the.
fcience of morals fhew in his account of the founda-
tion.of morality, -and the nature of obligation, any
thing that hath a force or influence equal to this: ory
will the nominal fef-righteous Chriftian, who thinks-
Chrift only made up fome ittle wants which he finds
in himfelf, or that his death bad only fome general’
predxcncy in it, ever be equally tender in his prac-
tice, with him who fees fo much of the purity of the'
““law of God, and his deteftation of fin, as-to cfteem:.
-all his ‘own righteoufneffes but as filthy rags, and:
- ottoms his hope of acceptance wholly upon the per-
-£e& righteoufnefs of his Redeemer ?
" In the third place, He who expes juftification one-
Iy through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, has
the moft awful views of the danger of fin. He not.
enly fees the obligation and purity of the law, but the-
feverity of its fan@ion. It is a fear of wrath from
the avenger of blood, that perfuades him to fly to the.
city of refuge. And if we compare the fentiments
of others wigh his, cither the gencrality 6f a carclefs:
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and blinded world, or thofe who att upon contrary
principles, and a different {yflem from that which we
are now defending, we fhall find, that not one of them
hath fuch apprehenfions of the wrath and vengeance
of God due oa the account of fin, as the convinced
finner, who flies to the propitiation of Chrift for delis
. verance and refcue,

" I am very fenfible, that many readers will be ready
to challeage this argument as prefled into the fervice; -
and wholly improper upon my fcheme s they will fup~
pofe, that every belicver, in confequence of his faith
in Chrift, is fcreened from the penalty of the law, and.
fheltered from the firoke of divine juftice ; he is there-
fore no more under this fear ; and its being no more 2
motive of ation, in the future part of his condudt, i§
she very ground of the objection I am attempting to
sethove, © This is no doubt plaufible ; but let it be
remembred, in what way-it is that believers arc freed
from their apprehenfions of the wrath of God; it is
by their acceptance of his mercy thro’ faith in Chrifts
Before the application of this remedy, they faw them--
felves the children of wrath, and heirs of hdll ; and’
they ftill believe, that ¢very fin deferves the wrath of
60d, both in this life, and that which is to come..
'Will they therefore re-incur the danger from which -
they have {o latcly efcaped, and of wkich they had fo.
terrible a view ? will they  do fo voluntarily, even
adthough they know the remedy to be ftiil at hand, ftilf..
ready to be applied, and certainly effectual ? Suppofe
any perfon had been upon the very point of perithing .

.
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in a violent. and- rapid ftream; and faved when his:
ftrengtli was well nigh' exhaufted, by the happy inters
vention of a tender-hearted paffenger, would he volun- -
tarily plunge himfelf again into the flood, even altho’
he knew his deliverer were ftanding by, ready for his
relief ?- This fuppofition is-quite unnatural ; and it is
equally fo, to imagine, that one.faved from divine
wrath will immediately repeat the provocation; even
whilft he trembles at the thoughits of ‘the mifery of
that ftatc from which he had been fo lately delivered:

- Let-us-only confider the ftrong fenfe which a be-
Eever ufually fhews of the danger of others in an un~
converted flate, from a perfuafion of their being un<
der the wrath-of God. He warts them, intreats themy
pities them, and prays for them. He would notex .,
¢change with any one of them, a prifon for a palace,
or-a fGaffold for.a throne. How then fhould hé"e
fuppofed to follow them in their pradtice, and theres
by to return to their ftatc 2

———— e~ qp————

But perhaps, here ag.jﬁn'it'will be urged, that this

is improper ;. becaufe, according to the principles of-
the affertors of imputed righteoufnefs, a believer, bew |
ing.once in 2 juftified {late, . cannot fall from grace 3
and therefore his fins.do not deferve wrath; and he
himfelf muft have, from this pecfuafion, a ftrong confi-.
dence that, be what they will, they cannot have fuch.
an effet : and accordingly fome have exprefly affirm~
ed, that the future fins of the ele are forgiven,. as.
" well as their paft, at their converfion ; nay, fome,,
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that they are juftified from all cternity, that God doth
not fec fin in a believer, that his affliGtions are not
punifhments, and other things of the like nature. Now,
tho’ I muft confefs Ilook upon thefe exprefions, and
many more to be found in certain-writers, whatever
glofles they may put upon them, as unguarded and
antifcriptural ; yet, not to enter into the controver{y
at all, I-fuppofe it will be acknowledged by all with-
out exception, that a believer’s fecurity, and the im-
poffibility of his falling from grace, is a fecurity of not
finning, that is, of not being under the dominion of
fin, as much as, or rather in order to his fecurity of
deliverance from the wrath of God. His pardon is
fure; but this fecurity is only hypothetical, becaufe his
faith and holinefs are fecured by the promife of God.:
fo that, to fuppole a perfon.to fin.without reftraint,
by means of this ‘perfuafion, that his falvation is fe-
cured by bis firft acceptance of Chrift, is a {uppofition
felf-contraditory. However ftrongly any man may
afert that a beliéver’s falvation is fecure, he will not
{cruple at the fame time to acknowledge, that if fuch
believer thould fin wilfully and habitually, and conti-
nue to do fo, he woild be damned ; but he will deny,

that any fuch cafe ever did, . or ever can poffibly hap~
pen*.

“* Indeed th ere can be nothing more unfair, than to take one
part of a man’s belicf, and thence argue againft another part, up-
on which the firft is exprefly founded. If I thould fay, I am
confident I (hall never be drowned in a certain river, becaufe I
am refolved pever to crofs it at-all; would it not be abfurd to
scafon thus; here is a man who hath a_perfuafion he wiil never
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“The objection muft furely appear ftrongeft upon the

~principles of thofe who mzke the nature of fuith to
. confift in a belief, that Chrilt died for - themfelves in
-pérticular, or of their own perfonal intereft in him,
and the pardon and life which he hath purchafed, there-
* by making affurance effential to it. Yet even thefe
will not deny that their faith is not always equally
ftrong, and that their affurance is fometimes interrup-
-ted with doubts and fears. Now, whatis the caufc of
- thefe doubts, and this uncertainty ? is it not always
fin more diredly, or by confequence ? So that fin ren-

ders their faith doubtful, which is the very fame thing

.~swith putting them in fear-concerning their future flate,
Indeed it is not more fure that our Redeemer invites
all weary heavy-laden finners to come unto him, that
they may find reft, thanit is that the unrighteous fhall

" not inherit the kingdom of God. So that every in-
“ftance of voluntary fin, muft throw back the believer
(at leaft as to his own fentiments) into his former ftate,

- till he be again reftored by faith and repentance.

From this I think it evidently appears, that the mo-
. - tive of the danger of finis not weaknéd, but hath its
“full force upon thofe who expe@ juflification by the
imputed righteoufuefs of Chrift. And, if it is not
weakned, it muft be ftrengthned by this perfuafion,
“fince, as I have fhewn above, none have fo deep a fenfe

- of the obligation of ‘the law, and the evil of fin, and,

be drowned in this river; therefore hewill be furely very head-
firong and fool-hardy in fording it when it overflows its banks,
which is contrary to the very foundation of my fecurity?
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by eonfequetice none can have {o great a fear of i
awful fan@tion. And that this is agreeable w0 fcrip-
_ wure, might be fhown at great length, where the put-
ting their right to the faveur of God and eternal life
more and more beyond all doubt and queftion, is re-
commended to believers as an object of their care and
diligence. Thus fays the apoftle to the Hebrews *,
And ave defire that every one of yeu do fhenw the fame -
diligence, to the full affurance of bope unto the end,
And the apoftle Perer, after a long enumeration of the -
graces of the Chriftian life, fays t, Wherefore the ra-
ther bretbren, give diligence to make your calling and
#leflion fure.- Nay, the fear of wrath, and of ﬁnallf
perithing, is reprefented by the apoftle Paul himfelf,
@8 onc view, at lealt, which habitually influenced his
own condo& §;. Buz I keep under my body, and bring
¥t into ﬁlbj:ﬂion, left that by any means, wben I have
preached:to others,. I myfelf fbould be & caft-away. .

* In the fourth plice, Thefc who expe& juftification-
by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, bave the high—
eft feofe of the purity and holinefs of the divine na--
ture;. and therefore muit be under an habitual convice
xion of the neceflity of purity, in order to fit them for
tis prefence and enjoyment. If this dodrine, in its
main defign, oF by any of its cflential parts, bad a
‘tendency to reprefent God, (I will not {2y as delight--

ing in fin, but) as eafy to be pacified towards it, paf~
Bng it by thh litle notice, and punifhing it but vcry

CB
chb. vi. 11, ‘1-31’«.;. 10, .th'or.'ix.zy,,
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flightly, there roight be fome pretence for drawing the
conclufion complained of fiem its  For I think it may
be allowed as & maxinr, that-asis the God, {o-are his
worhippers, if they ferve him in eamncft. Whatever
views they have of the objed of their efteem and -wore
fliip, they will endeavour to form themfelves-to the
fame charader: Butif, .om-the-contrary, this-do@rine
preferves the purity of God entire; nay, if it gives us
{till more ftrong, awful and ftriking views of it3 it can
mever encourage fuch as belicve it, .in the pradice® of
’&o _ E

But that-this is the cafe with allfuch ae blicve and
andérftand the do@rine of juftification by the imputed
righteoufficfs of Chrift, may be:demonftrated in the
¢learelt manner. It'might indeed be. fhewn from a
‘great variety of arguments founded upon. the media-
tion of Chrift : at prcfcnt I fhall mention bat two, thc
propricty of which, and their relation to the fubject
' 90 hand, every one muft -immediately perceive. In
'the firft place; That Chrift behoved to fuffer.by divink
appointment for the expiation of fin, is aot-only equal
withi, but ftronger than, all other evidences of the pu-

7ity of God; and his abhorrenceof fin. Tt-is an event

“of the moft ftriking and. aftonifhing nature, every re-

flexion uporr which overwhelms_the mind, that the

gternal and only begoten Son of God fhould affume
the likenefs of finful flefh, and ftand in.the room of
finners: . cven.tho’ the merited pupithment had beep
jnflicted upon the offenders themfelves, it would not
bave been fuch a proof of the yumy of God., Here,

——— e = — e ————— e e Y e =
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wven when he is inclined to mercy, its excrcife is obe
ftruced uill juftice is. fatised.  Can any one confider
this without. being deeply convinced, that heis a God

_ of purer cyes than to bekold inigquity, and with whomy

unrighteoufnefs can have-no communion? will any;
after fuch views, hope for his favour, whilc they re»
tain the love of fin, or expect to dwell in his prefence
while tliey continue ftained .with its pollution ? *

The fame thing muft alfo carry convincing evidence
with it, that to fuppofe Chrift to have bought an ime
punity to finners, and procured them a licenfe to ofz.
fend, is felf-contradittory, and altogether inconfiftent
with the wifdom and -uniformity of the divine govern-
ment : . that he never could hate fin ‘o much before,
and love it after the fufferings of Chrift; that be could
not find it neceffary to punith it fo feverely in tie

. furety, and yet afterwards love and bear with it in

thofe for whom that furety fatisfied. Not only may
this be cleaily eftablifhed by reafon and argument, but
it muft be immediately felt by every one who fees the
weceflity of the atonement: of their Redeemer, They
will-be fo far from taking a liberty to fin, that, onthe

" contrary, they. will be.ready to ery outy who can fland

beforethis holy LordGod* ? Accordingly we fhall find

" ®Itis a certain-fa&k;* that the-number of perfons under dif-
trefs of mind by perplexing doubts, or anxicus fears,concerning
their future ftate, is incomparably greater amongft the fricnds
than the enemies of this do@trine. By this I do not at ali mean
#rat cither their doubes are dutiful, or their fears defirabie. Such

" afate.is.£o.be looked vponas the fruit of their owmr weaknefk.
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in experience, that none are more ready to call fif' ’

quettion the integrity of their own charatter ; none

more ready to fear the effe@s of the fins that cleave to

them, as unfitting them for the divine prefence, than

fach as truft folely in the mesits of Chyilt for their ac--
ceptance with God. .

"The fecond thing T propofed to mentionin the doc--
erine of Chrift’s mediation, which fhews- the purity -
of the divine nature, is our continued approach to-
God by him as an interceffor and advocate. It con--
tributes to keep continually apon our minds 2 fenfe of
the divine holinefs and purity, and of our own un-
worthinefs, that we are not permited to approach him -
bt by the interceffion of another. Sucha conduc in -
buman affairs, properly ferves to fhew dignity aod.
‘greatnefs on the one part, diftance and unworthinefs
on the other. ‘The fame conduct then in God towards
us, dotlr it not convince us, thathe muft be fan&ified.-
of all them that draw pear to him?  And, whillt it -

" makes imputed righteoufnefs the condition, plainly
fhows the neceflity of inherent holinefs, as a qualifica-
tion in our approaches to his throne, Suppofe an
varthly prince were to be addreffed. by two different

andimperféQion, and as a chaftifement from a wife and gracious
6od, cither more immediately for corre&ting their fins, or for
the trial, illuftration and perfe@ting of their grace and virtue;
but its being more common among thofe who believe in Chrift’s
imputed righteoufnefs, than others, is 2 plain proof that this
doftrine doth not naturally tend to infpire any with an unhely
boldnes, or & fecure and flgthful prefumptiony
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Perfons, one who thought he had a title upon his own
~moerit to make an immediate application, and another
who could not approach him without one nearly rela-
“ted to him, and in high favour at court, to procure
‘his admiffion, and to back his requeft ; .which of thefe
would probably be moft refpe@ful to his fovercign,

and moft {ollicitous to avoid giving offence by his con
du@? Surely the latter: and fo itis always with the

humble, mortified believer, who counts all things
but lofs for the excellercy of the knowledge of Chrift

Fefus*.

In the fifth place, Thofec who expe& jultification
‘by the imputed righteoulnefs of Chrift, muft be in-
duced to obedience, in the ftronge(t manner, by the
‘fiberal apd ingenuous motive of gratitude and thank-
fulnefs to God. That it is the native and genuine ex-
preffion of gratitude to God, to live a pure and holy
life, T fuppofe will hardly be denied : at lealt, this
the fcriptures repiefent as pleafing him, ferving him,
doing his will, honouring him. It is indecd extreme=

. 1y difficult to conccive, how God Almighty, and all-"
fufficient, fhould be at all affe@ed with our conduct,
cither good or bad : it feems to be improper to fay,
that he can be pleafed or difpleafed with our a&ions,
oor that he hath any intereft at ftake. Nothing, to be
fure, can be more weak and impotent, than the inju~
ries offered, or the affaults made upon him by created
“beings.  As his aature is without -variablencfs or {ha ]

D

-

- ® Philip. iil, 8
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dow of turning, fo his happinefs is fuch, as can nei-
ther be increafed nor impaired. And yet, in this way,
he himfelf hath taught us to conceive of the matter,
_that holinefs is not. only an imitation of his chara&er,
but obedience to his will ; and -its contrary a traof-
greflion of -his law. Thefe have been the fentiments
" of all nations without exception ; and, after the it~
moft efforts we can make to exempt him in our minds
from all human paffions or affedtions, of joy, anger,
"or difpleaifurc; .we cannot help confidering it ftill as
proper to fay, fuch a courfe of life is agrecable, and
fuch another is difpleafing to God, and will provoke
‘his wrath.

Ts not gratitude then a principle of adtion that will
“be powerful and operative ? Mankind i gcncral bear
witnefs to this as they have agreed in all ages; to
brand ingratitude with the blackeft mark of infamy,
~-and to reckonit among the moft atrocious of crimes.
And indeed we find by experience, that it is compa-
‘ratively ftronger, for the moft part, than the oppofite
motives of force orfear. ‘There is a fort of natural
‘tendency in man to réfift violence, and refufe-fubmif-
fion to authority, whillt they may be woa:by favours,
and melted to thankfulnefs and gratitude by kindnefs

and love : at leaft, this will apply perfely to the -

prefent cafe, where the bare outward performance,
“(which may indeed be the effeé of fear) will not be
accepted without the inclination of - the will. A fla
vith dread both leffens the degree, and debafes the na-
ture of that obedience we might cflay to perform.
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‘This is an univerfal principle ; and, in particular, while
the law of God ftands in its force and rigour, as a co-
venant of works, threatning death without hope of
mercy, againit every tranfgreifion, it begets a defpone
dent floth, and, at beft, ferves only to difcover our (in
and mifery;: may, as the apolile Pauf ftrongly and-
juitly reafons, it renders our corrupt affeQions more
inflamed and violent by rctraint ; * Nay, 7 had not
Anown fin, but by the law ; for I had knoawir lufl,.
except the law bad faid, Thou fhalt not covet, &c.

But lct us now compleat this argument, by ﬂxew-'_
ing, that a believer in Cbrift is under the ftrongelt ob-
Tipations, from gratitude, to do the will of God : and:

" how many confiderations concar in fhewing this 2 The
~unfpeakable greatnefs of the blcilings be reccives, no.
Jeft than dcliverance from everlifting mifery and an~
guith, and a right to cverlafling: glory and happincfs.
~The infinite and affeting condcfcenfion of the great
* and glorious Giver, who, in mercy to thofe who could
pot profit him at all, but, on the coutrary, had highly
_provoked him, laid help for them upon onc who is-
mighty to fave.—The aftonithing mean crployed in-
thisdefign, viz. God’s not fparing even bis-own Son,
bat delicering bim.up for us-all. Well might the a~
pollle Jobn fuy ¥, God SO leved the world, that he
gave bis only begptten Son, that whbofocver belicoeth in
bim flsuld not perifh, but have everlafling life —Bur,.
abeve all, the fenft which -he himfelf hath of his mife-

D2 '

# Rom.vii.7. - ¢ Johniii. 16 .
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vy and wretchednefs. Nothing can be mere dreadfal™
shan the apprehenfions which a convinced finner hathy
of his own {tate: what, and how ftrong then muft
his fenfe of gratitude be, to-him who hath given his.
Son, and him who was given himfelf, for the purchafe
of his pardon? with what earnefinefs will he feek
after, and with what cheerfulpefs will he embrace, e-
very opportunity of teftifying his thankfulnefs > wilf
not the name of bis Redeemer be precious,. even as
sintment poured forth ; his-taws delightful to him,.
and his henour dear ”

- It is proper to abferve here, that the fingle view of ™
the bleffings of divine goodnefs, which mafl have the
firongelt influence in-leading us to a grateful refent-
ament of them, is intircly peculiar to fach as expet-
Juftification thro’ the imputed rightconfoefs of Chrift
wit. their being of free, unmerited grace and mercy.

- For; tho’ there are other clafles of Chriftians who pre-
acnd to difclaim the belief of any merit in man, &
woald be no difficult matter to fhew, that there are
wone who do not, by their profefled principles, oe
their ufual langnage, foppofc it, excepting thofe de-
Soribed' in the beginning of this difcourfe.  And fuch
mot caly belicve his mercy to be unmerited, but that -
shey have jultly deferved his wrath and indignation, -
may, and that they continually do fo, even in their
Beft flate ; their pureft and holicft a@ions haring fuch
fins attending them, or fiich a mixture and alloy of
wnholinefs and impurity in them, as, if they were




IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS., 4r°

weighed in the exad balance of juftice, would be fuf
ficicot to procure their total rejedtion. 1

In howftrong a light is this reprefented by the fa-
ered writers ; and how powerful does its operationap--
pear to be upon themfelves ? They feem penetrated
and pofleft with a fenfe of the love of Chrilt, and of
God in him, as having finners for its obje¢t. Thus

- the apoftic Pauk reafons j For fearcely for a righteous
mian will one die, yet, peradventure, for a good man
Sfome would even dare to dic. But God commendeth
bis love towards us, in that while awe nwere yet finncrs,.
Chrift died for us®. Acd again, Jf when we avere
enemies, we were reconciledto God by the death of bis
Son +.—What a fenfe of the love of Chrift is difco-.
vered by the two following paffages of the fame a-.
poltict TBat Chrifl may dwell in your bearts by faiths;:
that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be able;
t0 comprebend with all faints, what is the breadth and
bength, and deptb, and height ; and to know the love

o Chrift, which pafferh dnowledge}. The other inp

" Xf any man love wot the Lord Jefas Chrift, let bim be-

Anathemn Maranatha § ; than which nothing counld

more ftrongly exprefs his own fenfe of the obligation..
- It deferves notice 2lfo, that the infpired write;s do.
often reprefent it as one of the ftrongeft argumeats
againt fin, that it is a reproach and difhonour brought:
upon our Redeemer and Lord, For many walk, of

*Romv.7 8. +4Rom.v, 10. $Eph.iii.17;18, 19
§ 1 Cor. xvi. 22.
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awhom I have told you often, and now tell you even
aweeping, that theyare enemies of the crofs of Chrift *.
Secing they crucify to themfelves the Son of God a-
Srefh, and put.bim to am-opex fhame 1

I 'muft again upon this, as upon a former branch of”
the fabje@,obferve, That, no doubt, fuch arguments as
thefe, will have little or no effect upon thofe who have
butan im‘pcrfcé't belief of them, which, itis to be fear-
ed, is the cafe withnot a few who go under the name
of ‘Chriftian, But, is it not very evident, that they-
muft have the {trongeflt imaginable inflgence upon all’
fuch as are ated by a lively faith in the do&rine of
redemption ? They muft fce themfclves indebted to

" the undeferved mercy and love of Ged for favours of
infinite value ; and therefore muft certainly endeavour
to exprefs their gratitude by an-intire confecration of
their lives to their benefa®or’s fervice.

" This leads me to obferve in the 6th and laft place;
Fhat thofe who cxped juftification by the impated
righteoufnefs of Chrift, muft be poffeft of a fupreme
or fuperlative love to God, whichis not only the fource
and principle, but the very fam and fubftance, nay,
thie perfedtion of holinefs. That thofe who believe in
. and hope to be accepted, and finally faved, thro’ the
imputed righiteoufnefs of Chrift, muft be poffefled of
a fupreme love to God, appears from what hath beenr
already faid upon the fubject of gratitude. Love is

* Philip. iii. 13.  + Heb. vi. 6.
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the moft powerful mean of begctting love. Thus
fays the apoltle Fohn, We have known and believed
2he love that God hath unto us 3 God is love*, And
a livle after, We love him, becaufe be firfi loved us 4.
The infinite and unipeakable mercies which he hath
beltowed en us, with all the circumftances attending
‘them, the means and manner of their conveyance,
which have been hiated at above, muft neceflurily
excite the moft ardent love in return, and every pro-
per expreffion of it. ‘This is their immediate and
fatural, pay,.this is their necefTary and unavoidable
ffe®. Fer the fove of Chrifl conflraineth us, be-
canfe ave thus judge, that if onc died for all, ther
were all deads and that he died for all, that they
awhich bive fhould not henceforth live unto themfelues,
3ut unto bim which died for them, and rofe again {.

If any fhall think proper to affert, That favours be-
ftowed are not to be-confidered asthe true and formal
caufes of love, but the exccllence and amiable quali-
ties of -the object. Thus, for example, fuppofing any .

- perfon of a chara&er juftly hateful in itfelf, from ca-
price, felfintereft, or any other finifter motive, to
beftow many fignal favours upon another, the benefi-
ciary might receive, and delight in the favours, with- -
out efteeming, nay, even when he could not efteem,
the giver. If this is confidered as an objeion againft
what 1 have juft now faid, and the conclufivenefs of
the argument to be: founded upon it ; T offer-the two

® | Johniv.t6.  }< Johniv.19. 1.3 Cor.v. 14
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following anfwers to it. 1ft, That in the account gi-
ven in fcripture of ‘the redemption of the world by

" -the fubflitution of a Savieur, and-the juflification of

finners by the impated rightcoufnefs of Chrift, .there
is the brighteft difplay of all -the divine pcfﬁ;&ions.
The almighty power, ‘the unfearchable wifdom, the
"boundlefs goodnefs, the inflexible juftice, and invio=
“4able truth of God, fhine in this great defign, with u-
nited fplendour. Every attribute, that can in reafon
.claim our veneration and efteem, s well as our thask.
fulnéfs and gratitude, is here to be feen. Even thefe
perfections of juftice and mercy (which I will not call
jarring attributes, as fome too harfhly do, but) which
feem to reftrain and limit each other in their exercife;
wre jointly iﬂuﬂrxtcd, and thine more brightly by their
~union, than they could have deae feparately ; and, at
.the fame time, the purity and holinefs of the Divine
“Nature, which is the fum of 'them all, is deeply im-
preffed upon the mind. 'So that here is évery thing
4hat can produce love; worth, and excellence to me-
1it it, love and kindnefs to excite 2nd raife it. From
-this it evidently appears, that he who believes in the
imputed righteoufnefs of Chnﬂ muft have a fuper-
lative love of God,

But 2dly, Left it fhould be faid, that many have
-not this view of the dodrine in queftion, as honour«
gble to God, and reprefenting himin as amiable light,
‘but thecontrary ;.1 obferve, that there muft have been
a difcovery of the gloryof God, as fhining in this plan
- of falvation, to all who cordiallyembrace it. Nothing




IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. 45

elfe could induce them to do fo. If its enemies do
not fee this, and therefore fet themfelves againt it
-this confirms the diffcrent and honourable fentiments
entertained by its friends : fo that even fuppofing (what

we will never grant) that this view of the amiablencfs -

- of the Divine Nature, as reprefented in the gofpel,
were not well founded ; yet, doubtlefs it is the view

of thofe who count all things but lofs, for the ex -
eellency of the kmowledge of Chrifl *, and glory ia .

nothing but 4is craofi.

The truth is, notwithftanding any cavilling objecti- -
ons that may- be raifed againft it, many favours re-
ceived by one to whom they are abfolutely neceffary, -
and_by whom they are infinitely prized, muft naturally .
and neceflarily produce love. This will be reckoned -
a firlt principle, by every unprejudiced mind ; and it -

is always fuppofed in the holy fcriptures, where the

faints are reprefented as under the habitual and power- .
ful impreflion of love to God, for his love to them ma- -

"pifefted in their redemption. Thus fays the apoltle
Paul, For Iam perfuaded, that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, sor
things prefent, mor things to come, nor beighth, nor
depth, nor any ather creature, fhall be able to fepa-
rate us from the love of God, awbich is in Chrift Fe-
Jus our Lord.

: Now, is there any thing more neceffary to fhow,
that thofe who believe and truft in the imputed ngha
D3

® Philip. ii. 8
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teoufniefs of Chrift muft be holy in their lives, thaw
Their being under the influence of a fupreme love to
“God? Is not this the firft and great commandment of
the law, Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God, with all
'thy beart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy
wind +'2 s not this a never-failing fource of unf-
verfal obedience ¥ as they love God, will they not
Tove their brethren alfo: the very worft of men, be-
‘caufe they are the creatures of God; and the righte~
ous more efpecially, becaufe they are his faints, his
chofen ones ? can they love God fupremely, and yet
voluntarily difpleafe him, breaking his commandments,
or refilting his defigns? We know that love hath 2
_ quite different effe@, in every other and inferior in=
flance, endearing to us every tling related to the
- perfon whe poffefles our efteem and affection: how
ahen can it be fuppofed fo prcpoﬂ‘erous in this fingle
xcafe, when it is fixed on the greateft, and the beft.of
"wbjeds '

It is a received maxiny, That there can be no true
Yove, where there is not fome likenefs and conformity
of nature and difpofition to the object bclovcd, and
an endeavour after more. And this is 2 maxim that
will in no cafe hold more infallibly, than in meral fub-
Je@s. It is impoffible that we can love purity, if
_ourfelves are impure ; nay, it is even impoflible that
we can underfland it. ‘Tho’ an usholy perfon may
have a very penctrating genius and capacity, may thiok

t Mﬂtthl. :xiiu s7q
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acutely, and perhaps reafon juftly upon many, or mofk
of the natural attributes of God, he can neither per-
ceive nor admire his moral exccllence. Inftead of
perceiving the glory of God as infinitely holy, he hates,
and fets himfelf to oppofe this part of his character,
or to fubflitute femething quite different in its room *.
Or, if we can fuppofe him able, or from any particu~
lar reafon inclined, to tell the truth, as to what God
is, he can never difcern or feel his glory and beauty
in being fuch,  For why, he himfelf is unholy, that
is to fay, in ether words, he fupremely loves, and
hath his affe@ions habitually fixed upon fomething
that is not God, fomething that is contrary to God’s
mature, and a breach. of his law..

Let us continueto-refleét a few moments upon this
fubjed, which is of great importance, varying a little
the light in which it is viewed. Let us confider what
is meant by a fupreme and fuperlative love to God.
Thefc words muft havé a meaning. It is not a fu-

»
-

" ®_This is the true reafon why many % warmly oppofe God’s’
~vindictive juftice, and that in the face of divers awful examples
of jt," even in the prefent partial and imperfect difpenfation.
“That there arc many marks of God's difpleafure againtt fim,
even in that part of his government which is at prefent fub~
jelted to our view, and alfo diftin&t warnings of a ftriCer recs
koning to come, I fhould think, might be, to an impartial pere
fon, paft all doubt: and yet, this is derided and denicd by many,
toercly becaufe they can never think that a perfe@ion in the
Divine Nature, for which they have no love or efteem in their
own-hearts. All whe love God, then, muft be like him; and
- even thofe who will not be what he really is, are always firong-
1ty inclined, at leaft, to fuppoft him what they themfelves are,
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preme love of a certain nature, or perfon, called God, -
whom no maa hath feen, and of whom we know no.-

more but the name. In this cafe the old maxim would
hold, [gnoti nutla cupido ; there can be no affetion, of
cither love or hatred, towards an obje& wholly un-

known. A fupreme love of God therefore, where it .

really hath place in any heart, muft mean the love of

a charadter in fome meafure underftood, tho’ not fully.

comprehended. In fhort, according to the fcriptares,
it is a fapreme love of the fource and pattern of mo-

ral excellence, of-a Being of infinite holinefs and pu-

tity, with whom evil canmot dwell. .Is not this, i
trath and reality, the love of holinefs itfelf, the fy-
preme love of it? Can we love holinefs thep, and
not afpire after it? can we love it, and not endea-
vour to pradtife it? may, can weloveit, and not pof-
fefs it? can we love holinefs fupremely, and live in

fin habitually ? it is the groffeft contradiction, the

moft abfolute impoflibility. There is then a diame-
trical oppofition between the love of God, and the
fervice of fin, To fuppofe them confiftent, would
be fuppofing, that the tendency of the heart and af-

fe@tions might be oppofite to the courfe of the life, -

. or fupremely fixed upon two things mutually dcﬁruc-
tive of each other, contrary to which our Saviour _|_uﬁ-
ly affirms, That 70 man can ferve two mafiers : for
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or

olfe he awill hold to the one, and defpife Ib: others

Ye cannot ferve God and mammen *.

® Matth, Vi, 24,

C e—— | — o r——
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“Once more, Is not the love of God, I mean, the
“fupreme love of God, precifely what is meant by holi-
nefs? It is not only an evidence of it, not only-a,
fource of it, not only.an'important branch, but the
fum and perfeQion of it. For what isfinin the heart,
of which all- evil a@tionsrare but the fruits and exprefe
fions, and from which-they derive their malignity and
contrariety to the divine will? is it not the love and
purfuit of inferior -objeéts on their own account, and
giving them-that place in our affections, which is due
enly to God? All fins, of whatever kiod, may be ca-
fily reduced to this, and fhown to be nothing clfe, bat
the alienation and eftrangement of our heart and af~
" fe@ions from God, to whom alone they are due,which,
in fo far as it prevails, ncceffarily occafions a mifap-
plication 6f every faculty of our minds, and of ‘every
member of our bodies, and thus a rebellion of the
whole man. But whoever loves God above all, and
places his chief happinefs and delight in him, is truly
holy ; not only will be fo, as the effed, but really is
fo, by the poffeflion of this difpofition. In propor-
tion as this love is increafed and ftrengthned, his
fanification’is carried on; and when it is compleat
“and /trit'lmphant, entirély free from the mixture of any
bafer paffion, he is perfe in hofinefs.

Tt may probably occur to fome - readers, that this
reafoning will not-accord with the accounts given by
many moderns of the nature and foundation of virtue.
Some found it upon the prefent prevailing tendency

- of our own difpofitions, and make it point directly andl
- ‘B .
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immediately at our own happinefs ; others found it
upon pur connexions with our fellow-creatures in this
ftate, and make it confift in benevolence of heart, and
‘beneficence in ation; others again, who approach

-pearer the truth, but without precifion, flile it an a&- -

- -ng towards every-ebjec, according to reafon, and the
-pature of things. Upon any of thefe fchemes, the
connexion, or rather coincidence, above-alledged, be-
-tween the lave of God, and virtue, or moral excel
fence, does not fo clearly appear. This indeed feems
-to me the great defe@ of thefe accounts of the nature
and foundation of virtue, that tlicy keep our relation
and obligations to God ata diftance at leatt, and much
out of view. But as this is the firlt commandment of
the law which God hath revealed to man for his obe-
dience, Thou fhalt love the Lord aith all thy heart,
with all thy firength, and with all thy mind; fo,
- upon a fair and juft examination, the fupreme love of
God will be found the moft confiltent and rational ac-
count of the nature of virtue, and the true fource from
which all other virtues, that are not fpurious, muft
take their rifc, and from which they derive their force
and obligation : it is founded not only upon the rela-
tion of creatures to their Creator, but upon the inhe-
rent excellence of the Divine Nature. For fuppofing
(what will fcarcely be denied) that God may be at all
the abje of our efteem and love, it is plain, that we
ought to have the higheft cfteem for the higheft excel-
Jence, a fupreme love for what is infinitely amiable
.~ and if our affections do in any meafure prefer what is
efs to what is more worthy, they muft be, in that
proportion, wrong and mifplaced,

e —————— e — - — N ™
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As to fome of the phrafes (for they are no more)
which come into repute togc'thcf', or in fucceflion one
after another, to exprefs the rife and foundation off
virtue, fuch as a feafe of beauty, of harmogy, of ors
der and proportion : this is no explication of the mars
ter at all; it s only transferring the languageufed witls
refpe to fenfible objeds, to ethics or morality, iy
which it muft be uoderftood figuratively. That there
is Jome analogy between thofe fubjc&s and morality,.
may be eafily confeffed; but there are few different fubd
Jedts in nature, between which as ftrong, or a ftronger,.
analogy may not be traced. For example, how. eaf

_would it be to reduce all notions of merality, nay-
indeed all notions of beauty in-painting, or harmony
in mufic, to truth and reality, in oppofition ta falfes
‘hood ? Wollapor’s Religion of Nature Delinvated i
an example of this, in which he refolves the morality,.
orimmorality, of every action, into the truth or falfe-
hood of a propofition. And, whorver reads the book
will, I dare fay, be fenfible, that it is juff as nataral
and proper, as a certain noble-author’s rhapfodies upogy
Beaoty and harmony. T fhory; it were eafy tofhew,
‘that none of the accounts given of the nature of virtue,
have any meaning, truth or force in them, but in fo
far a« they are founded vpon, or coincident with, that

- which I have above given from the word of God .-

) E 2 )

.

A\

* There is one late writer David Hume, ERy; who, it mu(t
Be confefled, hath excelled all that went before him in an ex- |
traordinary accouot of the nature of virtue I have taken no
notice above of his prineiples, if they may be called fo, becaufe
1 think both him and them worthy of the higheft contempt;, '
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" Fhus 1 have fhown, that thofe who believe the
dottrine of imputed rightcoufnefs muft be moft holy
. their lives ; that: the obligations to obedience are
mot weakned, but ftrengtbned -and confirmed by ite.

and would have difdained to have madé mention of kis name;
bat that it affords me an opportunity ef-expreffing mvy fenfe
of the wrong meafures taken by many worthy and gble men,
who, in fermons- and other difcourfés, give grave and ferious
anfwers to his writings. As to bimfelf; That man muft be
eyond the reach of conviftion by reafoning; who is capable of
fuch an infult upon reafon itfelf, and human. nature, as to rank
all natural advantages, mental and corporeal, among the vir«
tues, and their contrarics among the vices. Thus he hath ex-.
grefly named: Wit, Genius, Health, Cleanlinefs, Taper Legs,
#0d Broad Shoulders among his virtues ; difeafes he alfo makes
vices; and confiftently enough, indeed, takes notice of the in-
fectious nature of fome difeafes, which, I fuppofe, he reckons
an aggravation of theerime. And, as to.mankind in general,
if they wete atthat pafs as to-need a refutation of fuch non-
feufe, as well “as impiety, it would be in vain to reafon with
them at all. -IF I were to contrive an anfwer to this writer,
it would be a vifible, inftead of a legible.anfiwer : it would be
. ¢o.cmploy a.painter.to make a portrait of him from the life ;
"o encompafs him withi a few Hieroglyphics; which it would
Hotbe difficult to dévife; toinferibeupon his breaft thefe-words,
MEALTH,:. CLEANLINESS; aamd BROAD SHOULDERS#
and put the following fentence in his mouth, which he hath a+
dopted from a French author, FEM ALE INFIDELITY when
"9 is known is a fmall matter, and when it is not known, umbmgs
"This would be very proper when applied to his-writings, who,
@8 well as his friend and cosdjntor without a.name, makes
wur moft importaft. reafonings upon many filjefts to roft ubimately
-sipon fenfe aud feeling. It is probable fome over delicate perfons .
will think this is not treating him with fufficient decency ; but
till'there be a plin agreed upon, of thic meafures of decency
due from infidels to Chriftians, and from Chriftians te infidels,
whether he does not deferve far worfe trcatment from any who
belicves the gofpel, X lcave to the judgmeat of thafe. who will .
=34 his writings,




IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSKESS, 3

"FPhis any impartial perfon may be convinced of, who
will refle, that it is hardly poflible to conccive ag
obligation to duty, of- any kind, which may.not bg
reduced to one or othes-of thofe above-named : and,
if I am not miftaken, none of them can operate fo
ftrongly upon any other fcheme, as upon that which
is here efpoufcd, and which is fo cvideatly foandcd.
wpon the fcnptnm of truth, .

~ ‘Thereis however onc general confideration, which
it would be wrong to-omit, in fhewing the friendly
imfluence of this doctrine:upon holinefs of life, altho”
it doth not fo propesly fall under the notion of a dir
Tt obligatigosyhgt is, the great encouragement given
init to the ftudy of purity and holinefs by the profpect
of fuccefs. Defpair of fuccefs cuts the finews of dili-
gence in every enterprize.  And particularly upon the
fubje of religion, nothing more effe@ually enervates:
our.cefolutions, and leads to-a fullen, defpondeat nce
glect of ‘duty, than an opinion that we fhall not fuce
ceed in attempting it; or fhall not be accepted in our’ -
endeavours after it, or our imperf¢Q attaimments i it. :
But the dodtrine of juftification by-the free grace of

God, through the redemption that is in Chriff Fefus,

gives the greateft encouragement to all who will return.,
to their duty. This encouragement naturally divides

idelf into two branches; 1/, The fure hope of acceps

tance through Chnift. 24y, The powerful and effec- -
tual aid provided for them in the holy Spirit, which he .
hath purchafed, and befllows fer their fanclification, .
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Firf3, The fure hope of acceptance through Chrift
Jefus.  Although fin hath greatly blinded the minds
of men, there is fill. fo much of the avork of the law
avritten in their bearts, as muft make them fenfible
that in many things they offend, and muft give them
ground of follicitude and fear, while they exped to be

juftified by their own merits,  Accdrdingly we find, ‘

that except the grofleft aed beldeft infidels, of which
fort this age hath fumifhed fome examples*, all claffes
of men confefs themfelves guilty of many fins, faults,
er failings ; fome expreffing themfclves in a ftrenger,
and fome in a fofter flile, according td the greater of
leflar dogree of tho depravation of naturd cesfeicice,
H there is any meaning then in thefe words, they muft
be liuble to-the difpleafure of God in forhe refpots.
for which thiey cannot themfelves aonc ; and muaft
therefore labour uader, at leaft, much. uncsriainty as
%o their acceptance,  This muft weaken their Kends)
sad flacken thrir-diligenoey in an’ aucmyt fo prewr
ote in its faccefs, .

Pcrbzpfome lnay fay, that this monly levcllod a
]ﬂm& thofe who deoy all fatisfation, er all ufe of the:
merit of Cheift; but not againft thofe: who expeét to-

. be juftified by their own merit fo far as it gees, and
truft in their Saviour for making up- what is wanting
in thenifelves. But of fuch I weuld ak, how they

. * Vide Effays on the principles of morality and natural re-
Yigion. Thefe eflays conclude with an addrefs to the Supreme
Being, which contains the following words W hat mortals term:
Jin, thou pronounceft ts be only error ; for meral evil vanifbes, in ﬁmc
meafure, from befrre thy more perfeft fight.

Y
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fhall be fatisfied, that they have gone as far with their
own merit as is requifite, if there is any ftrefs to be
laid upon it at all? Will they fay, as fome foolifhly
do, that they do all in their power, and truft in Chrift
for fupplying what may be flill deficient ? If they dare
refolutely ftand to this plea at thelaft day, when God'
fhall judge the fecrets of all hearts, that they have
done all in their power, there is really nothing want-
ing to them; they need no faviour, they meed no par-
don: but this is what no mere man that ever lived
can fay with truth, ‘So that upon any fcheme, but an
entire reliance on the merits of Chrift for juflification
before God, there muft (till be a dreadful uncertainty,
inconfiftent with that liberal and ipgenuous freedom
with which the children of God love and ferve hims
Thefe, ftrongly penetrated with a fenfe of duty and
obligation, deeply humbled under a fenfz of fin, and
refting on the perfec atonement made by their Savious
and fubflitute, ferve him with alacrity and pleafure,
wearing the bonds of love; and, knowing the weak~
nefs of their beft fervices while here, they long for that
bleffed time when they fhall be made perfeétly holy,
and yet fhall for ever acknowledge themfelves indebt-
ed, for their place in heaven, and their continuance
there, to the grace of God, and the love of their
_Redeemer.

The other branch of the encouragement which be-
lievers in Chrift have to diligence in duty, is the pro-
mife of the holy Spirit to lead them unto all truth;
and guide them to all duty, TFhis promifc is expref-
ly made to believers, and. their feed after them, in
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every age of the church, to the end of the werld.
Thus fays the apolle Peter, And ye fhall receive the
ift of the holy Ghoft 5 for the promife is to sou,,and
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God fhall call *. And it
is to this plentiful cffufion of the Spirit, that the pro-
phets afcribe the purity and profperity of the church
in the latter days. For I avill pour awater upon him
that is thirfly, and floods apon the dry ground : Iwill
pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my blefing upon
“thine offspring, and they fhall [pring up as a)rmg
#he grafs, as willows by the water courfes .

"I am fenfible, that the nature.and form ef the ar-
-gument doth not permit me at once to fuppofe the
*ruth of this, and to-make ufe of the dire& agency
‘and effc@ual-operation of the Spirit of God to prove
the holinefs of his faints, Byt it may be eafily made
sppear, that the belief and perfuaion of this muft
have the {trongeft influence in animating ther own en.
deavours, What more properfor {uch a purpofe than
the béliéf of an ulmighty aid, certainly to be exerted
in their behalf ? muft not this invigorate their powers,
and preferve them from finking thro’ fear of the pum-
ber and ffrength of their advetfaries ? Nothing but ig-
norance of themfelves can make them boaft of their
own ftrength. The refult of experience in the ftudy
of holinefs, muft be a humbling conviction of the force
of .temptation, and ftrength of paffion, upon the one
hand, and the weaknefs and fecblenefs of humian res-

:M‘ﬁ. 38, 39, 41&%%- 3H 4
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fon and refolution on the other. Mulft it not then

be of the greateft advantage to believers, to be under-
an babitual perfuafion of the prefence and operation

of the Spirit of God to fan@ify them wholly ? Withd

out this the attempt would be altogether vain ; but

this makes the cxhortation come with peculiar force

and energy, Work out your own falvation with fear

wnd trembling : for it is God that avorketh in you -
doth 1o will'and to do of bis good pleafure *.'

" 1t will be a fuppart to the prefentargument to obd
ferve, that-fome fenfe of thc weaknefs of human
nature, and its inequality to “any thing arduous and
difficult, feems to have been pretry univerfal in every
gountry, and in every age of the world. Thus a-
mong thé ancient Heathéns, of whom w¢ have the
- Fulleft account, all great.enterprizes werke fuppofed to
be undertaken at “the inftigation, and-.executed by
the affiftance, of fome fuperior power. -Their pocts
always gave out, that thémfelves were infpired, and
their hero dire&ted by fome deity ; and moderns ges
perally fuppofe, tht the- very imagination- -of this
hid no fmall inflience on thé fuccefs of the-attempt.
The interpofition of deities was, indeed, fo remarke
able in thé¢ moft eminent ~ancient pocts, that it has
‘béen rcckéned a branch of their art, diftinguithed by
“a particular name, called the-machinery, and is now
- infeparably joined," at leaft, to one fpecies of poetry.
Nay, it was a pretty general belief among fome
qpations; thit “every particular perfpa-had an angd, .
- B
2w philip, i, 12, 13y
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fpirit, or genius, to whofe care he was committed,

who affifted him in difficulty, and protected him in
danger. Does not all this then evidently prove,
what a perfuafion of fuperior aid muft have the moft
happy influcnce on our adtivity and'diligencein duty,,
and our progrefs. in holinefs ? Doth it not make it
reafonable to expe&, that thofe who truft to nothing.
better than their own ftrength will be proportiorably
Tow in their attempts, and deficient in their fuccefs ;.
bt that thofe whofe eyes are fixed for direction up~
wn God, and who live in a continual dcpcndcnce on.

" Ris grace, will become. truly partakers of a. dmne:

wature ¥

Now, is not this the diflinguiffing cHara@eriftic ofF
the fcheme of redemption by free grace, that it gives:
Jefs to man, and more to God, thanany other plan
1t feems indeed particularly to-point av this- very de~
fign, in cvery pa;t. of vitf, to abale the pride of man,,
and to exalt the grace of God. Sclf-denial is the-
firft condition of the gofpel, and a renunciation of
all felf-dependence is the leffon continued through.
she whole of it.  Surely in the Lord have I righte-

wufnefi and firength, may be called the'motto of

svery Chriffian, is a {iort and comprehenfive fum-
mary of his faith, and the great foundation of his.
Dope and truft.  As then it has been fhewn, that he

* 8 habitually inclined to obcdxcnce, w:th what alacnty

«and vigour will he apply Himfelf to his duty, fince
he believes that almighty power is conftantly éngagedt
e his behalf; and that however unable e may be

of himfclf, for any thing that is good; yet 4 thorough

o

-  e———— e
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- and effetual change will be wrought in him by divine:

powet ? What a firmnefs and fortitude muft be in--
fpired by the following paffage of the prophet Jfaiab,.
and other promifes in the fame ftrain ¥ Hafl thou
wot known, hafl thou not heard, that the everlafling
God, the Creator of theends of the earth, fainteth
wot, nmeither-is weary? there is no fearching of bis
sinderflanding. He giveth power to the faint ; and.
o them that bave no might be increafeth firength..

" Even the youths fball faint, and be weary, and ibe:

young men fhall utterly fakl. But they that wait on
she Lord /hall renew their firength: they fhall mount:
xpwith au}'rxgr as eagles s they fhall run and not be:
weary, they fhall walk and not faint t. P

Bat now, perhapé, afer all the advantages of this.
dottrine pointed out in the preceeding difcourfe,.
fome will be ready to ask me, if it-cannot pofibly be. '
‘applied to the eacouragement of impicty, or ferve

" go fofter a fupine Toth and negligence ¢ To this I

am ready to anfwer, By fome who prafefs it, it may;,
But by thofe who rca}ly believe it, itnever can. There.
# no part of the word, or providencc of Gad, that.
suay not be, or that hath not frequently in fact been,
abufed to bad purpofes, by wicked men under the
stominion of their lufts. Bat, in order to remove
ambiguity, it is propér ta obferve, that wherever
there is 2 national profeffion of any religious principles,.
ghere muft be many who are not belicvers, in any o~

sher fenfe than that they have been accultomed

© @ IGhh o 283
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hear fuch and -fuch things aflerted, have never cn=
quired into nor doubted, feldom cven thought of -

" them,: and fo do net disbelieve them. But there is-
a-great difference between fuch-a traditionary belief
as may produce a cuftomary profeffion, aod fuch a-
real and inward perfuafion -as will change the heart,
and influence the pradtice. That there may ‘be fome.
of the firft fort of believers in thedoérine of imput-.
ed righteoufnefs, who are not holy, or perhaps abufe
i ill undcrﬁood to.. unholinefs, 1 am willing. to
allow ; but thas all thofe who believe it upon real
and perfonal convidtion, muft be moft confcientious
ithe pradtice of every: moral duty, 1 hope, hath

* $een clearly made appear-in the preceeding pages.--

The above is-all thit was at firlt intended, in the. -

profecution of this argument: but,” perhaps,. it will
ot be improper, before difmiffing the fubje, to make
& few. reflexions upon the ‘reception . which it bath
met with, and muft ftill expect to meet with in the
world, upon its importance-and proper application.-

" Yuis very certain, belog neither denied by friends
xor encmies, That this dotrine hath, in all ages, not
only been attacked with the weapons of human wif-
dom, but generally alfo loadéd witlr mueh reproach
and ‘contempt.  After therefore it hatl been fo far
defended; as may fatisfy every impartial mind, and
its influence upon pradtice demonftrated, I obferve,
"That whatever-impreffion this fa&t may make upea
others, it feems to me no {mall confirmation of its
touth, a5 coming from God,. that. it is contrary to
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‘the fpiritof the world. This is both agrceable te
{fcripture and to found reafon. The dorine of
Chrifl crucified, the apoftle Paul télls us,avas to the
Jews a fumbling-block, and to the Grecks foolifhm
nefi *. And, {peaking of the effe® of the publica-
tion of this doctrine, he fays, Ye foe your calling,
brethren, bow that mot many” wife men after the
fiefbs nat many mighty, not many noble are called.
But God hath chofen.the fooliflthings of the world,
to confoand the wife ; and God hath chofen the weak -
things of the world, to confound the things which
are mighty; and bafe things of the world, and things
avhich-are defpifed, bath God chofen, yea, and things -
avhich are not, 1o bring to nought things that are s
This we are notto underftand, as if the apoftle yicld=
¢d, that the gofpel was net agreeable to true wifdom,
or that the proper and legitimate ufe of human wif=
dom would not lead usto embrace it : But it con=
tdins a firong intimation of a truth not commonly at-
tended to, that great natural abilities *have pretty
much the fame influence on mens moral character
with great weakth or temporal profperity. They are
beth apt to ‘intoxicate the mind, and lead to pride,
arrogance, and felf-conceit: and perhaps intellec .
tual pride is as great an obftruétion to the diftovery
of trath, as any bad difpofition whatfoever. We
are alfo taught, that God-ordered and difpofed of
things in this manner; ‘for the wife ends of his pro-
vidence, for -the fibjedtion of the arrogance and

AR F.

.

® 3 Cor, i, 23, 4 1 Cor, i, 26——28
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boafted wifdom of men ; or in the  words of the

apoftle, That no flefh fhould glory in his prefence.
The reception then which this do&rine ufually meets

with, fhould be Yo far from remaining as a prejudice .

. -or obje@ion againft its truth of utility, ‘that, on the
contrary, it fhould contribute to fatisfy us, that it is
-the real dnd genuine dotrine of Chrift, fince it:meets

. with the fame fort of oppofition, and from the fame .

-quarter, with which this was cncountr:cd at its firlk
pubhcanon.

: 'Aﬁd indeed, befides. this exa& correfpondetice bea .
-tween the event, and what the fcripture gives us,
‘roafon to exped, as to.the reception: of the gofpel .
inthe world, I spprehend it ought to be.a general.
prejudice in favous - of its truth, confidering the ori-
ginal it clajms, that it. doth not carry on it any of .

the marks of human wildom. Itfeems toly Gf I

may fo- fpeak) - quite out.of :the way of - human ima- .

gioation and contrivance, and is diametrically. oppo-
fitg, inits whole tendency, to the moft prevailing

, \hmq'.indinatiqn, vig, felf-cteem, pride, and vain-
~ glory. ‘Fhis indeed is the -true -rc&(on.ﬁby,this“
dodrine is fo-ungeceptable-to the wotld, efpecially .

the ambitious part of it, that it is dire@y levelled a-

gaintt their corrupt affections. Tt gives a view of the.

holingfs, purity, and juftice of God, which is into=

lerable to all thofe who are not willing to break their -

Jepgue with fin _and vanity. Asd whea it is truly
complicd with, it not oaly givorces -men ‘from their

[P A p—
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former attachment to fin and fenfuality, but will no¢

"fuffer them to glory, even in their new charater.
All who fubmit unfeignedly to the gofpel, bath feel
and confefs themfelves wholly indebted for forgive-
nefs and acceptance, for their prefent holinefs and
their future happinefs, to the free, unmerited grace
of God. ‘How hard fuch a facrifice is, none can
conceive who have not fome acquamtancc with vital,
cxpcnmcnta.l religion. Now, what is the moft na-
tural inference from thls? Is it not, that we have
not the {malleft reafon to {ufped this do&rine to be
a cumxmgly dewfed fable, but-may reft affured, that
itis the -wxfdam and the power of God Sor fa/wz--f
tion, to every one that belicveth *,

This lcads me to obﬁ:rvc, That if the rcafonmg;

which the reader hath perafed upon this fubjet be
Juft and conclufive, there is one circumftance in which
this doctrine according to godlinefs eflentially dlffcrs :
from -all other {chemes -or {yftems of morality,- It
is, that any of thefe fyftems a man may underftand, .
embrace and defend, without having his heart made
better, or his morals fecured or improven by it at.all ; .
whereas it is impoffible, . that apy man can rcally, .
and from the heart, embrace the do&rioe of Chrif}’s -
imputed rightcoufnefs, without being fan&ified by
it, dead to fin, and glive t0.God. That the bilt of
thefe . affertions . is true, the lives and chara&crs GE

F 2.
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fome noted writers on the foundation of morality,

have been, and are an undeniable proof:- fome of
them do indeed exprefly yield it'; and itis evident

ly yielded, by implication, inall the late writings,_

where thereis fo frequent mention of the fmall in~
fluence that fpeculation has upon pradtice. On this
is founded what a Jate acute and eminent writer
+ jultly calls the mafter prejudice of this age, viz.
s« The ianocence of error.” “This may as well be
exprefled by its counterpart, the unprofitablencfs or
inefficacy of truth, which furely ought to be buta
weak recommendation of what is called truth by
thofe who hold fuch an opinion.

That the other affertion is_juft, hath. been the:
-point undertaken to be made out in this effay: and
whoever will but confider how unaceeptable this-doc-
trine is to mankind in general, may be fatisfied that
there can be no effe®ual inducement to embrace it,
till there be fuch a difcovery and fenfe of the evil.
and danger of fin, as is utterly inconfiftent: with a-

woluntary continuance in it. ‘The apparent ftate of

the vifible church, in which vice and wickednefs {6
fhamefully abound, will be no ebjedtion to this, if
‘what I hinted above be recolle@ed *, that there i$
-a great difference between a nominal or cuftomary
profeffion, and real belief. As to the few more
zealous and eminent aflérters of this do&rine, wlio

§ Me Warburton, * See page £oy

— —
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fometimes greatly dithonour their profeffion, the am~
fweris ealy. They are hypocrites by whom indeed
‘great offznces do come; and the weak and unftable
"fall over the ftumbing-block, and are tempted to
doubt. the reality of religion, by this difcovery of the
fallhood of its profeffors, But fuch can never be:
fairly ranked among believers, whofe garb and habit
they only treachcrouﬂy wore, for fome time, whilk
‘they were in the intereft of another mafter . We

" ¥ Perhaps fome may dhink the late accounts publithed of
the Morgvians an objetion to the juftnefs of this reprefentar
tion. They are faid to be great afferters of the do€trine of
imputed righteoufnefs ; and yet there have not only appeared
fome bad men among them, but they are univerfally charged
a8 afe@t with moft impious and feandalous pradtices, Per-
baps candaur and charity might have led us to fuppofc, that
moft, orall of thefe accufations, were calumnious, if they
had' been affirmed by none but avewed enemics to the doc-
trines which they efpoufe; as the firft Chriftians were charged
by their enemies with éating human facrifices, when they met
in privage. to- celebrate the Lord’s Supper. But, the cafe it
feerns is otherwife here ; for fome unfufpe@ted accufers have
appeared, whom none can imagine prejudiced againft: them
for embracing the do&trine of imputed rightcoufnefs. I con.
fefs myf(elf to have fo little acquaintance with thofe Herne
butters, as they are called, cither asto their principles or prace
tices, that I cannot very fully handle the fubje@t; but, if
shere is ho other objeétion to what is affirmed above, no doubs
an acquaintance with the true flate ‘of the café would enabler
s cafily toremove this. Perhaps, after all, the bad prace
tices charged again(t them, may be only the conféquence of
fome defigning perfons getting in among them; and.a great
_plurality may be innocent, or, at leaRt, comparatively fos .
But bowever- this be, itis not certain (at leaft to me) -thas.
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may fay of them as the apoftke Fobz fays, Thay
wwent out from us, bitthey awere -not of us; for
if they had been of s, they woul d no dowbt have
continued. awith us,. but they went out that !ba]
2uight be made masg/' et that they were not all of us *
But this is not all; for the reception of the do&rmc
of imputed nghtcoufncfs is not merely to be confidered-
as the beft mean, comparatively, of producing, preferve-
#ig and increafing our fan@ification and purity, as fore

-and effeGtual, whilé others are precarious, but itis the

only way, and al others are abfolutcly infufficient fot -

" the purpofe, T this be indeed the do@rine of Chrift, .

thie {cripture-method of falvation, then it is ot onlg
true, but a fandamental truth, Of this we are frequent.
1y and folemnly affured inthe word of God. 7 am the.
away, (fays our Saviour) and the truth, and the life ; no
weancomeshunto ths Father but byme 1. So.fay the.ae-
‘poltles Peter and [Fodis, Neithor is there fatention i -
anyothor: fir there ishonie other name wnder-beaven,
gmw ameng men, whereby we muﬁ be ﬁzwd i Itis

they really embrace the fame doctrine  with us: They do ine

‘ded talk ‘much of the Lamb, fpeak. of hiding themfelves.-

4 his wounds, &e. but Ithink their language is - peceliar. to,

themfclves, and by no means the phrafeology either of fripturey. .
o Jof any other fe@ of Chniftians, Befides,.as Count Zinw .
Zendorf, their. leader, takes vpon him te be a prophet, it is

probable, they are juft a fet of deluded people, drawn awap.

by his art, who may much more properly be faid-to behcu<
in him, than in Chrift.

&35 Joho il 19, } John xiv. 6. }_ AGs.iv. tax
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therefore in vain for any toexped an effe@ual change
of life, bat by an acquaintance with Chrift, and him
crucified. We have indeed the cleareft evidence from
-experience, that no human reafon, no argument what~
-ever, drawn from worldly conveniency, is at all fuffici-
-ent :to contend with violent and finful habits, We fee
many examples of perfons of excellent underftanding
and knowledge in other matters, nay, whe can reafon
ftrongly and juftly upon the bad confequences of vice
in others, fometimes cven in themfelves, who will yet
£0 0n to ruin their name, family, fortunc and health,

while they are flaves to evil habits : nothing wﬂl change
-them bus the graqc of God.

And as we have feen above,that our own righteouf
efs in its beft ftate is wholly ineffectual for our accep-
-~ tance with God, To all who have any expectations of
 this kind from it plainly fhow, that they have fuchde-
foctive views.of the extent and ebligation of the divine
*law, as are inconfiftent with an unfeigned univerfal fub~
* mjffion toit. ‘This is a matter of the laft importance, ’
and ought to be particularly recommended to the feri- .
'ous confideration of fuch as may have, at fome times,
fome imperfect conviftions; fuch as from a wearinefs
and fatiety of {inning may give a temporary preference
to a life of religion, and raife a feeble incﬁ'c&pal wifh .
with Balaam, thatthey might dicthe death of the righs
teous. Such ought to be told that no endeavours to be.
alittle better than before, no 2bilizence frqm fome fins
#s a kind of atonement for others rerained, no refolue -
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~tions taken on in' their own {trength, “no righteoufnels

of their own offered or trufted in as the matter of their .

jultification, will be accepted, oris worthy of being fo;
that nothing will be truly effe¢tual, till they fee their

Taft conditien, and believe in Chrift, firlt for pardon,
and then for fandification,to the praife of the glory of his

grace, avberein. he hath made us accepted in the be-

Yoved*. 1f they have any other plea, any other ground

-of hope and truft, it thall undoubtedly fail them ; they

-muft remain under a fentence of jult and legal con-
-demnation, and thall finally perith; for he that belie-
weth in the Son.hath everlafling life ; but ke that be-

dieveth not the Son Shall not See life, but the awrath
.#f God abideth on bhim, Jobnii. 36.F

* Eph. i. 6.
4 The application-of thefe paflages of R:npture, to the par-

Ricular principles above maintained, will, perhaps, be ,thought '

“to include in it a very ‘fevere and uncharitable condemnation of
smany Chriftians, who differ in judgment opon.the point of ju~

“ftification. And indeed I pretend no great ﬁnendfhnp tothefen.

-timents {o frequently expteﬂ'ed of late, « That it is a fmall mat-

“ ter what a man believes, if his life be good™ The affertion

might perhaps be allowed, if it did not contain a foolith and un-
reafonable {uppofition, that 2 man may believe wrong, and yet
have as good alife as he that believes. right; the contrary to
which will always be expefted by him who gives credit to the
word of God, that his people are fanffified thoagb the truth, As
to Socinians and Pelagians, who are the greateft oppofers of the
truths above defended, I never did efteem them to be Chriftians
.atall; fo the confequence, with regard to them, may be cafily
admitted. But it will be thought hard to fay the fame thing of
the Arminians. However, if the righteoufhefs of Chrift is the
-only geound of our juftification, and the reception of him in this
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T'am naturally led to conclude this fubje, by obfer<
ving, that the importance, cfficacy and neceflity of the
imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, fhews how much it is-
the duty of all minifters of the gofpel, to make it the.
main and leading theme of their fermons. The preach~
ing of the gofpelis by the apoftle Pau/, in a very jult
and cxpreflive manner, ftiled, preaching tée unfearcha-
able riches of Chrifl. In himevery prophecy, precept,.
promife and truth is centered. His character and work
as a Saviour is held forth in a variety of lights in-the
facred oracles, and in every opening or view that is’ gia
ven us, fo to fpeak, of the difpenfations of divine pro«

vidence and grace, he js the chicf figure,. or the termi* -

F 3 .
wharatér the true principle of fanéification, I do-not fee how
we can avoid concluding thre danges of thofe who a&t.upon any
other plan.  And yet I am perfuaded there have been, 3nd are
many goed men among them : which may be accounted for in
this manner, that their hearts are bétter than theic underftand-
ings; that they archabitually under the government of princi-
ples, which, thro’ fome miltaken views, and groundlefs fears of
their abufe, they fpeak of more fparingly, or rather fcem to e~

ftablifh the contrary pofitions:~ The proof of this aflertion I

take from their own writings, particularly fiom the difference
tetween their fermons and other difcousfes, and thofe forms of
prayer which they have drawn up,and not only recommended to
others, but left behind them as a witnels of their own cxercife
‘in their clofets.” If they be fuppofed to feel the fentunents which
they exprefy-in their prayers, it can cafily be made appear that
thefe fentimeats’ can-only be diQtated by the doétrine of tree~
grace.
and obvious meaning, and if they believe it, which charity obli-
ges usto fuppofe, it muft be altogether vain to lay. the lealk

Qirefs upon their own rightcoufbe § for their acceptance with

Ead.

.

If what they fay of themfilves be true in its namral.
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pation of the profpec. . If therefore we would know-
what cftecm s due to our.Redeemer in our. hearts, and.

how. kigh a place he oughx to hold in.our views of re--
ligion, let us abferve the regard paid to him by the fa--

ered writers, . They derive abmall all thar motives to:. -
every meral duty, from what he bath done, and is lhl!z

doing for us, and'féem to ddxght evea ia the repeti--
tion of his name. 1 amperfiuaded thofe who are accuf~

tomed to the devoutand ferious perufal of the word of

God, will'not reckon it exdbufiafin, when I fay, that
thefe writers appear to be warmed and clevated above
their ordinary meafhire, when they gelebrate his falva~
tion; and that both in the old and new tcltament;.
" wherever we meet with- any paffage fingularly lofty
and fublime, ‘there we may be fure that-Chrifk the Rc-
d;emcr is the xmmedme themes:
Juftification bythe free grace of God, thro’ the re<
- emption thatisin Chrift Jefus, was the do@rine taught
among Chriftians, in the carlielt and pureft ages of the-
‘church. And their departure from it-was the pretude-
%o that univerfal corruption of faith and worfhip, and
that relaxation of difcipline,and diffolution of manners,.
which took place in the ages following. Ttis afo very
“remarkable, that this dedsine was always fully and di--
fin@ly taughtin thefe carchies whichnever fubmitted
to the tyranny, or received the corruptions of the A’h
ifp Antichisift, T meaa the churches of the Piedwmome
pefe vallics, which, by-fo many judicious writers, ar&
[uypofcdto be the two witneffes mentioned in the Rq;

P St m—— e el
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welation, who fledinto the wildernefs from the perfe- -
cution of the Beaft,.and prophefied in fackcloth. The .
accounts: which have been tranfimitted to us of the -
principles held by them, long before the reformation, |
plainly fhow, that they maintained this .do&rine from .
the beginning.  And as it is well known that the re-.
formation took its firft rife from the grofs and !canda- -
“lous application of the doctrine of merit in indulgene
cies, foall the reformers, without exception, were ftre- -
nuous afléiters of free grace. This was reckoncd by .
them articulus fantis ant cadentis .ecclefiae, by .
which the church muft ftand or fall. Partieularly, our .
reformers in both parts of this iflard agreed in preachs -
ing the fame do&rine, and the eminent piety of our fas. -
thers is a flanding evidence of its force and efficacy. .

. It doth not perhaps become, and probably it would »
not-be fafe for me to enter into a particular examina- -
tion of ‘the mannet of preaching in the prefent age § |
and therefore my reflexions upon that fubject fhall be .
very few and general. 'What is moft ebvious in our..
prefent fituation, and what ought to affet Chriftians .
with molt concern, is, the great prevalence of mﬁdo
lity. This is the more fuiprifing, that we have never .
wanted, and do not at prefent want, many able and .
eminent writers to ftand up in defence of the gofpel, .
and refute the changeable inconfiftent reafonings of in- -
fidels, whatever form they fhall, from time to time, _
_thi'nk fit to affume, and on whatever principles they -

fpall pretend to build. But,, I am afraid, the.beft des -
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fence of all is but too much negleted, viz. Zcalous
affiduous preaching the great and fundamental truthg
of the gofpel, the loft condesmed Ttite of man by na-
 ture, and the neceflity of pardon thro’ the righteouf~
nefs, and renovation by the Spitit, of Chriff. This
would make a far greater sumber of thofe who call
themfelves by the name .of Chrift, . Chriftians indeed,
And the vifible efficacy of  his doctrine would be a
feafible demonttration of its truth and divine original.
Xf thefe truths are not contradicted, it may be fufely
faid, that they are-by many kept more . out of view
- than formerly, And-furely- we have. no- great caufe

to boaft of our improvements in the preaching art, ff

_ its goodnefs is to be determined, like that of a tree,
pot by its bloffoms, but its fruit. S

- There is one obfervation which mayfatisfy us, that
the preaching of the crofs of Chrift will moft effectu-
ally promote real reformation.’ It is, that thofe preach-
ers who, (to fay no morc) approach neareft to making
our own merit and obedience the ground ‘of "our ac-
ceptance with ‘God, very feldom, if ever, give any
alarm to the confciences of their hearers. Let them
recommend ever fo pure aad high a ftandard of morals,
they are heard without fear, and, if they preach ele-
gantly, with pleafure, even by the moft profligate. To
fuch preachers, all vain,worldly-minded people, ufually
attach-themfelves, where they have not caft off the
yery form of religion ; bat moft part of Terious Chri-
ftians, together with profefling hypocrites, whe cams

o,
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pot cafily be diftingyithed in this world, always follow:
preachers of another. ftrain. It is eafy to fee the rew-

fon of this from what hath been faid above ; there are -
none who fet the ftriGnefs apd obligation of ' the Jaw,.
the holinefs and juftice of God, in fo awful a light, sy,
thofe who believe there is no fhelter from the fanction -
of the law, and the wrath-of an offended God, but in.,
the blood of Chrift. Perhaps, I amalready eafnared.

~and expofed to cenflire, -by affirming, that there are

among us preachers of  diffcrent ftrains.  But.it is fo.
ccrtain a truth, tbatlmnnotdenyn,ndﬁmpom
tent;. thatlwxﬂmtdxfgu{en. . .

Upon the whole, as the prefentafpedt of public af--

fairs, as the flate of.the world, and chara&er of the:

age, loudly call-upon all of everyftation to exert them--
Telves with diligence for the fupport and revival of.
truth and righteoufaefs : T hope the minifters of the:
gofpel will promote this end, by: zealoufly labouring
to bring men to the faving knowledge of Chsift, ze-
way, and the truth, and the: life—The foundation— .
sbe tried flone—tbeé precious cormer- flone, theftrength.
and fecurity of the building. To deny, explain away, .
er negledt to impart the truths of the everlafting go--
fpel, is the way. to leave the world in wickednefs ;.
but, by preaching them im purity, and with fimplicity, .
which, we have reafon to think, will be accompanied.
with the demonfiration. of the Spirit, finners are re-
eonciled unto Gad, the powerof fin is-broken in them,..
the divine image. is formed in them, and upon thefe
G
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sruthh Mheis Hope 6F cternal &k minft-relt and depend, ™

Lebus be ever ready: tol fay with: the apoftle Paul/, |
God farbid that I fhoatd glory; fave in thé. é;-#; of

eur. Lokd Pefis Chrig*.  Andlet us' qﬁi&%ﬁ our " |

diigéfice;, arid:animite ouy endedvourd, by exprefling,”
with the! plalmift” David, ouc faith in the perpétuiry’
of tiskidgdem. . Hir wamse fhuk endute for ever:’
Bis watwe fhall be cotinged atlong as the funt ;- and
man froll be Hqﬁd‘ iri-bim's . abl-mations fhall call:
biinbleffed. ' Blefféd be thé Lord Gody the God of If=
el ivbe ey, doty somdrome ‘things. - And blafiid
‘bz bis glorious name fir- ever’y and let" the whvie
mrtb 6e ﬁllfi ';mt/: bis glory Amm a.nd z{mm-[-
. Gm vioi4i 1 Pﬁl.kinr 17, xa, x,.
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