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TO THE

Rev. Mr JAMES HERVEY, & c.

3

1
SIR ,

Chriſt our Saviour was about to

WHEN

go

to his father, he told his diſciples, if the

world hate you, ye know that it hatedme before.

it hated you . If ye were of the world , the world

would love his own : but becauſe ye are not of

the world ,but I have choſenyou out of the world ,

therefore the world hatethyou . I am perfuaded ,

that by this, hedid not only intend toforewarn

the twelve of the offence, which that generation

would take at the ignominy ofthe croſs, but alſo

to intimate , that the caſe would be the ſame in

all ages ; that his doctrine wouldmeetwith great

reſiſtance and oppoſition , and that the temper

and character of his real diſciples would be

very different from the ſpirit that would gene.

rally prevail in the world . This hath been con.

tinually verified. in experience. For as many.

in the higheſt ſtations, and of higheſt repute for

wiſdom in the world , did ſet themſelves againſt

the goſpel at its firſt publication , ſo even where

there is a nominal profeſſion of it, there is ſtill

an oppoſition to its doctrines, in their fimplicity
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and purity, by the world, that is to fay, thoſe

who have moſt fway in it, who are the moſt pare

fionate admirers of its faſhions, and the moſt afe.

fiduous proſecutors of its honours and pleaſures ..

It may alſo be obferved , that there is ſome

times, perhaps even generally, a ſovereignty of

divine providence in the choice of the inſtru

ments employed in ſpreading the goſpel. As ,

at firſt, twelve illiterate fishermen were chofen ;

fo , often ſince that time, the weakeſt andmoſt

unlikely have been pitched upon ; that our faith

might not ſtand in the wiſdom ofmen , but in the

power of God . Hence it frequently happens that

it is not only difficult to make men believe the

goſpel, but even to perſuade them to hear ita

They are apt to deſpiſe and deride themeſſage,

becauſe of the meanneſs of the meſſenger, or

the homelineſs of the terms in which it is deli .

vered. This is particularly the caſe with the

preſent age. Froma certain love of eaſe,and lun

xury ofmind ,they deſpiſeand trample upon all

inſtructions, which have not ſomething pleaſing

and infinuating in their dreſs and form ,

- You, Sir, are one of thofe happy few , who

bave been willing to confecrate the fineſt natural

talents to the ſervice of Chriſt in the goſpel,

and are not ashamed of his croſs. You have



been able to procure attention upon fomefüb

jects, from many who would hardly have given .

it to any other writer . This hath made me obo

ferve with particular attention , the effect of your

laſt performance; Theron and Aſpaſio, the cha

racter given to it, and the objections raiſed a

gainſt it . And I have always found that the

moſt ſpecious and plauſible objection , and that:

moſt frequently made, againſt the doctrine of

juſtification by imputed righteouſneſs, has been

in this caſe, as indeed uſually before, that it

loofens the obligations to practice. This is what

I have particularly applied myſelf to refute in

the following eſſay, becauſe I have rarely ob

ſerved it done diſtinctly, and at full length , in

any writer. And I have addreſſed it to you, as

a teſtimony of my eſteem of your excellent

and uſeful writings, as a public declaration of

my eſpouſing the ſame fentiments as to the

derms of our acceptance with God, and my

ambition of contributing ſome fmall aſſiſtance

to the ſupport of the fame glorious cauſe. It

was alſo no ſmall inducement to it, that there

by it might appear to all,that no external dia

ftinctions, or ſmaller differences, ought to be

any hindrance to a cordial eſteem and affection

among the Gncere fervants of our common .

Maſtere
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The greateſt part of what follows was firſt

delivered in two ſermons ; but it is now thrown:

into the form of an eſſay, left the deſpiſed title

of a ſermon ſhould offend ſome, and that it

might the better admit of ſeveral additions,

both in thebody of the piece, and in the notes;

which could not have been fo properly deliver

ed from a pulpit . Some of theſe regard the

philoſophical principles, which have of late

been publiſhed among us, of which I propoſez

in a ſhort time, a much füller difcuffion , as

there is no way in which the truths of the go.

Spel are more perverted than by what the apo

ſtle Paul calls Philoſophy and vain deceit, and

oppoſitions of ſcience falſly ſo called.

That
your uſeful life may be prolonged, and

that you may have the honour of contributing

more and more to the converſion ofſinners ,

and the edification and comfort of believers ,

is the earneſt prayer of,

SIR,

Four moſt obedient humblefervant,

7. W.
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A

L L the works and ways of God have ſome

thing in them myſterious, above the compre .

henfion of any finite underſtanding, And as

this is the caſe with his works of creation and pro

vidence, there is no reaſon to expect it ſhould be o.

therwiſe in the aſtoniſhing method of the redemption

of the world by Jeſus Chriſt. From this their myſte

rious naturę, or rather from the imperfect meaſure

and degree in which they are revealed to us , they are

admirably fitted for the trial of our ingenuity, humi

lity and ſubjection . They are all of them , whenfe

riouſly and impartially enquired into , holy, juſt and

good ; but at the ſame time, not beyond the cavils

and objections of men of prejudiced, perverſe and

corrupt minds.

· The apoſtle Paul, in his epiſtle to the Romans, 2

mong whom he had never been in perſon, at.great

length eſtabliſhes the fundamental doctrine of the

goſpel, that ſinners are juſtified by the free grace of

God through the imputed righteouſneſs of a Redee

mer. To this doctrine men do by nature make the

ſtrongeſt oppoſition, and are, with the outmoſt diffi

culty, brought to receive and apply it. We may well



8 VINDICATION OF

ſay of it in particular, what the ſame apoſtle ſays of

the truths of God in general , that the natural man

doth not receive them * . It is therefore highly necef

ſary to prevent or remove, as far as poſſible, the ob

jections that may be brought againſt it by the art or

malice of Satan , who will, no doubt, bend the chief

force of all his engines againſt this truth , knowing

that the cordial reception of it is a ſure and ef

fectual, and indeed the only fare and effectual

mean of deſtroying his power and influence in the

heart. Accordingly we find the apoſtle, in the 6th

chapter of the above -named epiſtle, an ilt verſe,

fuppoſes an objection made againſt this doctrine in the

following terms, What ſhall we fay then ? Jhall we

Bontinue in fin, that grace may abound ? To which

he anſwers, by rejecting the conſequence with the

outmoſt abhorrence, and in the ſtrongeſt manner af .

firming it to be without any foundation.

From the introduction of this objection by the as

poſtle, we may either infer, that therewere, evenin

theſe early days, fome who branded the doctrine of

Tedemption by the free grace of God with this odious

confequence ; or that he, by the inſpiration of the

Almighty, did foreſee that there ſhould ariſe , in ſome

future periods of the Chriſtian church , adverfariee

who would attempt to load it with this imputation

or that the doctrine is indeed liable, on a fuperficial

view , to be abuſed to this unhappy purpoſe, by the

deceitful hearts ofmen ,who are weddedto their luſts.

Cor. ii. 147
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It is probable that all the three obfervations are jult

and the two laſt render it à peculiarly proper ſubject

for our attention and conlideration at this time, and

in this age .

It is well known, that there are many enemies of

this doctrine, of different characters, and of different

principles, who all agree in affaulting it with this ob

jection, That it weakens the obligations to holineſs

of life, by making our juſtification before God depend

entirely upon the righteouſneſs andmerit of another .

And ſo far, I think , we muſt join with the adver

faries of this doctrine, as to lay it down for a prin-

ciple, That whatever belief or perſualion, by its nas

tive and genuine tendency, weakens the obligations

to practice, muſt be falfe. And I will alſo aſſert, in

oppoſition to ſome modern infidels (tho' ſome may

think that my cauſe might avail itſelf of the contrary

opinion ) that a man's inward principle, or the per

fuaſion of his mind, bath a neceſſary and unavoidable

influence
upon his practice *. So that, if I am not

That is to ſay, So far as it can be applied to practice, and

ſo far as it is real or prevalent above its oppoſite; for there are

many truths of a religious nature which men think they believe

at ſometimes, but which yet their corrupt paflions often make

them doubt of; and theſe doubts are nine parts in ten of their

lives obſervant to their minds, as a vindication of their licen

tious practice : in fome fenfe, ſuch may be ſaid to act in con

tradi &tion to their principles; but they are praciples either nos

really believed ,or, which is the ſame thing, not habitually re .

collected ; and none can expect that men will act opon a prin

ciple, tho' once ever ſo firmly believed, if it be forgotten, op

o the time of action entirely out of vicwo
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able to fhew that Juſtification thro ' the imputed righ

teouſneſs of Chriſt, is ſo far from weakning the obli

gations to holineſs, that, on the contrary, the belief

and reception of it , as its neceſſary conſequence, mult

make men greater lovers of purity and holineſs , and

fill them with a greater abhorrence of fin , than any

other perſuaſion on the ſame ſubject, I am content to

give up the cauſe .

I hope we may be indulged a candid hearing upon

this ſubject, as experience does not ſeem to be unfa

vourable to the doctrine I am eſſaying to defend. If

it appeared in fact that its friends, upon a fair and juſt

compariſon, were more looſe in their practice than

their adverſaries of any of the oppoſite opinions, it

would be a ſtrong prejudice againſt it ; or rather, if

zħis were always the caſe, it would be an unqueſtion

able evidence of its falſhood . But, doth not the con

trary appear upon the very face of theworld ? Are not

the perſons who profeſs to deny their own righteouſ

neſs, and hope for juſtification thro' Chriſt, ordinarily

the moſt tender and fearful of finning themſelves, and

the moſt faithful and diligent in promoting the refor

mation of others ? And do not all careleſs, profane

and ſenſual livers, almoſt to a man, profeſs themſelves

enemies to this doctrine ? I could almoſt appeal to

apy one who hath the leaſt experience of, or commerce

with the world, whether he would expect to find, up

on a ſtriet fearch and enquiry, the worſhip of God

more conſtantly attended, the name of God more re

gularly called upon in familics, children and ſervants
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more carefully inſtructed , and more dutifully goverer

ned, a greater freedom from levity, profanity , un

chaſtity, pride , malice, or inſincerity of converſation ,

amongſt the friends or enemies of this doétrine ? So :

true is this, that they commonłyhave the appellation

of the ſtricter fort given them , by which is certainly

underſtood, at leaſt, an'apparent-ſtrictneſs of life and

manners t .

As therefore experience doth nothinder, or rather

warrants us to affirm , that thoſe who expect juſtifica

tion by free grace are, of all others, the moſt holy in ,

their lives ; I propoſe to ſhew , that it muſt be ſo, and ,

that this is but the native fruit, and neceſſary conſe-,

qience of their principles. What has induced me to

thisattempt, is not only the calumnies of enemies, bus

the weakneſsor treachery of profeſſed friends. Theſe:

laſt injure the truth often, in two different ways:

+ I am not ignorant, that it is the uſual refuge of thoſe who

are evidently diſſolute in their own lives, to alledge, that there

is indeed an appearance of this, but that it is no more than

appearance , being all hypocriſy. It would be going out of the

way to enter upon a large refutation of this Rander . Therefore

acknowledging, that, no doubt, whatever number of hypocrites

there are in the world, and there are too many, they muſt berdi

amongſt, or attach themſelves to the ſociety of the beſt part of

it : I obſerve, that the general charge ofhypocriſy is only

thrown out at a venture, is a judging of the heart, and by the

very ſuppoſition ,contrary to appearances, juſtified, for the moſt

part, by a ſteady perſeverance. Whereas, uſually the whole

merit of thoſe who bring the accuſation, is that of being uni:

formly wicked, and not ſo much as profeſſing what it was

their indiſpenſable duty both to have profeſſed and practiſeido
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Some ſpeak in ſuch a manner as to confirm and harden

enemies in their oppoſition to it ; they uſe ſuch ralla

and uncautious expreſſions, asdo indeed juſtify the

objection which the apoſtle rejects with ſuch abhore

rence ; and, in the heat of their zeal againſt the ſelf

righteous legaliſt, ſeem to ſtate themſelves as enemies,

in every refpect, to the law of God, which is holy ,

juft and good. Others, on the contrary, defend it ,

in ſuch a manner, as to deſtroy the doctrine itſelf, and

give fach interpretations of the word of God, ás; if

they were juſt, and known to be ſo, the objection

would have never been made, becauſe there would not

have been ſo much as an occaſion given to it *.

But of all pretended Chriſtians, one fort are wor=

thy of the higheſt contempt, who , acknowledging the

truth of this do & rine, call it dangerous, and are back

ward to teach or publiſh it, left it ſhould be abuſed .

Would ſuch weak , half-thinking mortals, be wiſer

than God ? Hath he publiſhed it , and ſhall we throw

a veil over it, to remedy the ralhneſs of his proceed

ing ? Do the Scriptures reveal, and are we backward

* I have often thought, that there cannot be a ſtronger ars

gument, that the explication commonly given by Calviniſts, of

the paſſages of Scripture on this ſubject, is juſt than the apoſtle's

ſappoſition of an objection of this nature ariſing from it . For

if the explication of ſome others, were fuppofed to be the ob

vious meaning of the text, andwere ſubſtituted in its room ,

as all juſt definitions may be without inconvenience,theapoſtle's

words, What shall weſay then ? mall we continue in fin that grase:

way abound ? would be quite unnatural and abſurd,
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to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God ? All the

works of God are capable of being abuſed ; that this

may be ſo likewiſe the apoſtle fuppoſes. It is, how

ever, not the leſs uſeful or important ; only let us en

deavour to vindicate it from the falſe charge of fa

vouring or encouraging licenţiouſneſs of life . This

I would willingly do in ſuch a manner as to aſſert

while I defend it ; to maintain the doctrine itſelf,

while I ſhew not only its innocence, but its uſefulacfa

in practice.

The words of the inſpired apoſtle are, God forbid,

Dow finall we that are dead to fin, live any longer

therein ? In which he affirms, that the grace of God

abounding in the goſpel, is ſo far from being an en

couragement to fin , ' that it deſtroys the power of fin ,

and removes the inclinationto it, ſo far as it prevails.

The language is very ſtrong, We that are dead to fin .

It ſeems to put us in mind of the total effectual

" breach of relation between a dead man , and the ob

jects with which he was formerly connected in life :

they are nothing to him, nor he to them ; he neither

'loves them , needs them , nor uſes them . So, in
pro

portion as the grace of God offered thro ' Chriſt in

the goſpel is received and applied, ſin is mortified in

the heart ; thus fays the apoſtle Paul elſewhere, God

forbid that I should glory, ſave in the croſs ofour

LordJeſus Chrif , by which the world is crucified un

to me, and I unto the world *. This,which is indeed

the language of the Scripture throughout, is not mere

B

Gal. vi. 14 .
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lg denying the accuſation , but eſtabliſhing the contrary

truth, the influence of this doctrine upon purity of

heart and life, which we find the apoſtle alſo affert

ing in the middle of his reaſoning upon the point,

Do we then make void the law through faith ? Gad

forbid ; pea , we eſtabliſh the law t .

In the proſecution of this ſubject, it will be necef

fary, firſt, in a few words, to ſtate that doctrine againſt

which the objection is made. It may be delivered in

Scripture -language thus, That all have finned, and

comeſortof the gloryofGod .--- That every moutta

muſt be ſtopped, and all the world become guilty be

fore God .Therefore by the deeds ofthe law , there

Mall be no fiefh juſtified in his fight. - But we are

juftifiedfreely by his grace, thro ' the redemption that

is in Chrift Jefus :-Whom God hath ſet forth as a

propitiation, thro' faith in his blood , to declare his

righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that are paſt,

through theforbearance of God .Where is boaſting

then ? It is excluded . By what law ? of works ?

Nay, but by the law of faith. Therefore we con

clude, that a man is juſtified by faith, without the

deeds of the law .-- Moreover, the law entred, that

the offence might abound ; but where fin abounded,

grace didmuch more abound ; that as ſin hatb reigned

unto death, even fo might grace reign through righ

teouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our

Lord .

* Rom. iii. 31.
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The doctrine aſſerted in the above and other paf

fages of fcripture may be thus paraphraſed : that eve

ry intelligent creature is under an unchangeable and

unalienable obligation , perfectly to obey the whole

law of God ; that all men proceeding from Adam by

ordinary generation , are the children of polluted pa

rents, alienated in heart from God, tranſgreſſors of

his holy law, inexcuſable in this tranſgreſſion, and

therefore expoſed to the dreadful confequences of his

diſpleaſure ; that it was not agreeable to the distates of

his wiſdom , holineſs and juſtice; to forgive their fins

without an atonement or ſatisfaction ; and therefore bé

raiſed up for them'a Savicar, Jeſus Chriſt, who, as

the ſecond Adam, perfe &tly fulflled the whole law ,

and offered himſelf
up

a ſacrifice
upon

the croſs in their

ſtead : that this his righteouſneſs is imputed to them ,

as the fole foundation of their juſtification in the light

of a holy God, and their reception into his favour :

that the mean of their being intereſted in this falva

tion , is a deep bumiliation of mind, confeſſion of

guilt and wretchedneſs, denial of themſelves, and ac

ceptance of pardon and peace through Chriſt Jeſus,

which they neither have contributed to the procuring,

por can contribute to the continuance of, by their own

merit ; but expect the renovation of their natures, to

be inclined and enabled to keep the commandments of

God , as the work of the Spirit, and a part of the pura .

chaſe of their Redeemer * .

B 2 :

The intelligent reader will probably perceive, e' at I havte

exprefled the above doctrine in fuch general terms; as not di

Itinctly to take a part in the differences that are to be founda .
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This ſhort account of the doctrine of the imputa

zion of Chriſt's righteouſneſs will be further illuſtra

ted and explained in the progreſs of this diſcourſe, in .

tended to ſhew , that in thoſe who do cordially embrace

it, the obligations to holineſs are not weakned, but

itrengthned and confirmed . For this purpofe be plea

fed to attend to the following obfervations ; in all of

wbich I defire it may be remembred, even where not:

cxprefly mentioned, an oppoſition is intended between

the principles and viewsof a believer in Chriſt, who

relts his hope on his imputed righteouſneſs, and thoſc

who act on any contrary principle.

In the firſt place, he who expects juſtification by thic ,

imputed righteoufneſs of Chriſt, hath the cleareſt and

Strongeſtconviction of the obligation of the holy law

ofGod upon every reaſonable creature , and of its exa

tent and purity. This will appear very evidently, if

we conſider what it is that brings any perſon to a be :

1

mong fome authors, as to the way ofcxplaining itz.and particu .

Jarly as to the nature offaith. The reaſon ofmydoing ſois, that:

Pwould willingly rather réconcile than widen theſe differences :

and becauſe it is my firm perſuafion, that however ſome thinks

it juſteſt, or wifeft, or fafelt, to expreſs themſelves one way ,

and ſome another, yet all who have a deep and real conviction .

that they are by nature in a loft ftate, and under the wrath of

God, and that there is no ſalvation in any other but in Chrift;

are , if they underſtood one another, at bottom , or at leaſt in

all things any way material , entirely of the famc opinion. Ac

sordingly the reader will, I hope, find that the reaſoning in the

following pages may caſily be applied by them all without. ex .

ceptioa:
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lief or relish of this doctrine. It muſt be a ſenſe of,

fin, and fear of deferved wrath . Let us ſearch out

the cauſe by tracing the effects. Whence ariſes the

fear of wrath, or apprehenſion of God's diſpleaſure ?

Only from a conviction of guilt. And what can pro

duce a conviction of guilt, buta ſenſe of obligation ?

This is manifeſtly the doctrine of fcripture, which

teaches us, that by the law is the knowledge of fin

and that the law is a ſchoolmaſter to bring us to Chriſt.

Thoſe who have done at all, or a very imperfect lenſe

of the obligation of the divine law, will never have the

lealt eſteem of the righteouſneſs of Chrilt, which a

tones for their tranfgreſſion of it ; it muſt appear to

them to be foolishneſs : whereas thoſe who have a

Atrong conviction of the juſtice of the demand of the

law , both eſteem and uſe the plea of their Saviour's

merit. Such alſo have aſtrongfenfe of the extentandi

purity of the law ofGod, as well.as its obligation in

general. Whilft others conlider nothing as ſin , but the

groffeſt and moſt notoriouscrimes, they are deeply

fengible of the alienation of their hearts from God ,

whom they are bound fupremely to love, and to whoſe

glory they are obliged to be habitually and univerſali

lg ſubſervient.

This conviction of the obligation of the divine law ,

fo effentially connected with , or rather fo neceſſarily

previous to an acceptance ofthe imputed righteouſneſs

of Chriſt, is evidently founded upon the relation of

man to God, as a creature to his Creator. This rela

fion then.continues, and muſt contique, unchangeable ;
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therefore the obligation founded upon it muſt be un,"

alienable; and all thoſe who have once been ſenGble

of it, muſt continue to be fo , unlefs we ſuppoſe them

blinded to the knowledge of God as Creator , by the

diſcovery of his mercy in Chriſt the Redeemer : but

this is abfurd ; for the ſubſequent relation of a finner

to God , as forgiven and reconciled through Chriſt,

never can take away, nay, never can alter his natural

relation as a creature, nor the obligation founded upon

it ; neither can it be conceived as conſiſtent with the

perfections of God, to abate the demands of his law,

that is to ſay, a perfect conformity to his holy will * :

Since mention has been made of perfect conformity to the

will of God, or perfe&t obedience to his law , as thčdæty of man ,

which is indeed the foundation of this whole doctrine, I think

it neceſſaryto obſerve, that ſome deny this to be properly rć

quired of man, as his duty in the preſent fallen ſtate, becauſe he

is not able to perform it . But ſuch do not ſeem to attend either

to the meaning of perfect obedience, or to the nature or cauſe of

this inability. Perfe & obedience is obedience by any creature ,

to the outmoſt extent of his natural powers. Even in a ſtate of

innocence, the holy diſpoſitions of Adam wouldnot have been

equal in ſtrength and activity to thoſe of creatures of a higher

rank : but ſurely to love God, who is infinitely amiable, with all

the heart, and above all, to conſecrate all his powers and facul

ties, without exception, and without intermiſſion, to God's ſera

vice, muſt be undeniably the duty of every intelligent creature.

And what fort of inability are we under to pay this ? Our natu

ral faculties are ſurely as fit for the ſervice of God as for any

baſer purpoſe: the inability is only moral, and lyes wholly in

the averfion of our hearts from ſuch employment. Does this

then take away the guilt! muſt God relax his law becauſe we

are not willing to obey it ! Conſult even modern philoſophers;

arrd ſuch of them as allow there is any ſuch thing as vice, will

igll you, that it lyes.in evil or miſplaced affections. Will then
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Every the leaſt deviation from it , by tranfgrefTion, or

neglect of duty, muſt ſtill be evil in itſelf, and muſt

ſtill be ſeen, and eſteemed to be ſo by the God of

truth, who cannot lie . Now, is there any thing in

the goſpel that hath the leaſt tendency to leſſen the

ſenſe of this obligation , after it hath been once diſco

vered ? Very far from it : on the contrary, all that

Chriſt hath done for the ſalvation of ſinners, as its im

mediate conſequence, magnifies the law , and makes

åt honourable .

men ,

Perhaps it may be thought, that the releaſing a ſin

ner from the ſanction of the law , or the puniſhment

incurred, by pardon purchaſed and beſtowed, has this

effect : and here it is , to be ſure, that by their

partial views , are apt to ſuppoſe the objection lyes . But

let us only reflect, that the obligation to duty and obe

dience to the Creator hath been ſeen by a believer in

the ſtrongeſt light, and muſt continue to be ſenſible.

Will he then be induced to act in the face of a per

ceived obligation, by an inſtance of unſpeakable mer

cy ? Is this reaſonable to ſuppoſe ? or rather, is it not

ſelf-contradictory and abſurd ? It is ſo far from being

true, that this mercy diſpoſes to obedience, as a pecu

that which is ill in itſelf excuſe its fruits in any degree front

guilt or blame ! The truth is, notwithſtanding the loud charge

of licentiouſneſs upon the truths of the goſpel, there isno other

ſyſtem that ever I peruſed which preſerves the obligation of the

law of God in its ſtrength : the moſt part of them, when

throughly examined, juſt amount to this, that men are bound,

and that it is RIGHT and MEET and FIT that they ſhould

bo as good and holy as they themſelves incline.
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·liar and additional motive, as I fhall afterwards thew

more fully in its proper place. In the mean time, it

is ſelf evident, that it can be no hindrance. What

deads us into error in this matter is what happens

fometimes in human affairs. In a human government

mercy , or a promiſe of impunity for paſt crimes, may

enable, tho ',even in that caſe ,.pot incline a rebellious

traitor to renew his wickedneſs. But this is a moft

unjuſt and partial view ofthe caſe, in which the very

circumſtance is wanting upon which the chief ſtreſs

ought to be laid : for human laws reach only outward

actions, becauſe human knowledge is ſo imperfect, that

it cannot diſcover the diſpoſitionof the heart : and as

all profeſſions are not ſincere, ſo kindneſs is often be

{towed on improper objects ; and this kindneſs may dif

cover the impropriety, but not cauſe it.

will a

But make the fimilitude compleat, and ſee how it

vill lead us to determine. Suppoſe one who hath been

in rebellion , deeply and inwardly convinced of the

cvilof rebellion , and his obligation to fubmillion ; fup

poſe this conviction ſo ſtrong that he confeſſeth the ju

{ tice of the ſentence which condemns him to die, and

this is
very

conſiſtent with a defire of life :

pardon offered or intimated to ſuch a perſon , make hiin

diſloyal ? is this its natural, nay is it its poſſible effect !

If it could be ſuppoſed to have any ſuch conſequence

at all, it could only be in this diſtant way,
that par :

don ſeemsto leſſen the ſenſe of a judge's diſpleaſure

at the crime. But even this can have no place here,

becauſe ſufficient care is taken to prevent any fucla
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abufe of it, by the ſubſtitutionand vicarious ſuffering

of a Mediator:

Icannot help obſerving here, zbar the fimilitude2

Dove uſed will lead us to the diſcovery of one great

cauſe of the objection againſt which I am reafoning.

It ariſes from that corruption of heart,and inward op

poſition to the law of God in its extent and purity ;

which is in all men by nature , and continues in all who

are not renewed in the ſpirit of their minds. As they

Have a ſtrong tendèncy and inclination to-tranfgreſsthe

law where they dare , they are ready to thinky thatthe

hopes of impunity muſt encourage every one to abold

violation of it. And no doubt this would betrue, if

there could be any real eſteem ; or :cordial acceptance

of the goſpel, without a previous conviction ofthe ob

Kgation of the law , andthe guilt and demerit of every

tranfgreffort. But fuppoſingwhat is in truth the caſe

with every believer, that there is a realand ſtrong con

viction of the obligation of the law of God

my rational creature , which cannot be taken away ,

upon even

BP3

fi Burthis is impoſſible : for tho ' there may be ſome ſort of

fear of puniſhment, occafioned by diſplays of divine power , -

where there is no true humiliation of mind, or genuine con

victionoffin ; thisis,butlike the impatient ſtrugglesofa chained

have, inſtead ofthe willing ſubjection of a penitent child, There

is ſtill in all ſuch an inward murmuring againſt the ſentence, as

that of an unjuft and rigorous tyrant, and not of a righteous

judge. Therefore; tkoſuch Should pretend torely on themes

rits-ofChrilt. for pardonand deliverance; itis plainly not from

their hearts, and therefore neither to the ſaving of their ſouls

por to the reformation of theirlives
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then to imagine that the mercy of God in pardoning

finners for Chriſt's ſake will lefſen or weaken the ſenſe

of this obligation , is a moſt manifeſt contradiction .

On the contrary, fin muſtneeds have received a more

tal blow, the love of it muſt neceſſarily have been deą

ſtroyed , before pardon in this way.could be ſought or.

obtained : ſo that the apoſtle might well ſay, how ..

hall we that are dead to fin live any langer therein ?

In the ſecond place, he who believes in Chriſt,and

expe &ts juſtification through his imputed righteouſneſs ,

muſt have the deepeſt and ſtrongeſt ſenſe of the evil

of fin in itſelf.. This is in a good meaſure included

in, or an immediate conſequence of, what has been

already mentioned. For the obligation of the law ,

as hinted above, is but very imperfect, if we confi

der it only as founded' on the power of God, and

the dependence of the creature, and not alſo on the.

Kolineſs, juſtice, and goodneſsof the law itſelf. In

the firſt fenſe , perhaps, it may be felt by the wicked

in this world , at leaſt, we are ſure it is felt by devils,

and damned ſpirits in a ſeparate-ſtate. They know

that they muſt fuffer, becauſe they will not obey ..

But where there is a compleat ſenſe of obligation, it

implies a belief of the righteouſneſs of the law, as

well as the power of the Lawgiver, of the equity,

nay, the excellence of the command , as well asthe

ſeverity of the fanction . All ſuch not only believe

that God will puniſh for fin , but that it is moſt juſt

that he ſhould do ſo, and that lin has richly defers

ved ita

1

1
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It may therefore ſeem unneceſſary to add any things

on this ſubject more than has been already ſaid : but .

I have mentioned it by itfelf, becauſe beſides thati

fenſe of the obligation and purity of the law of God ,

which muſt pave the way to a finner's acceptance of

the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, there is a diſcovery of

the evil of fin , and its abominable nature, in every:

part of this myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſted in

the flesh , and the truths founded upon it ; fo that

the more theſe are believed, and the more they are ,

attended to and recollected , the more muſt the belie

ver be determined to hate and abhor every wicked

and falſe way ; every new view which he takes of,

the goſpel of his falvation ,' every act of truſt and

confidence exerted upon it, muſt increaſe-his horrous.

of lin , and excite him to fly from it.

Let us confider a little what views are preſented usi

of the evil of lin in the doctrine of Chriſt, and of him

aucified . Here we ſee that a holy and juſt Gods

would not forgive fio- without anatonement. What:

a demonſtration is this of its malignity, if carefully

attended to, and kept conſtantly in our eye, as a

part of our very idea of the Divine Nature ! . The

difficulty in this caſe is our partiality inour own cauſe ;

weare; unwilling to think ſin fo very blame-worthy ,

becauſe this is condemning ourſelves : but, let. us.

conſider what views an all -wiſe and impartial God

hath of it , and form ours upon his. And that we

may not ſo much as once blaſphemouſly imagine, that

he alſo is partial on his own fade, let us remember
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that he is the God of love, and who, by this very

falvation, hath magnified his love in a mannerthat

pafſeth knowledge. He ſhews his fenfe of the evil

of the crime, even whilft he is contriving, nay, in

the very contrivance of a proper way for the crimi

Ital's eſcape. He is not; - fo to ſpeak, ſetting forth

the malignity of the offence , in order to juſtify the.

feverity ofhis own vengeance, but he is exerting his

amiable attribute of mercy ,.. and yet here mult the

eril of ſin appear .

Conſider, ina particular manner , uponthis ſubject,

the dignity and glory of the perfon who made this.

atonement. The value of the parchaſe may, be ſeen .

in the greatnefs of the price ; the evil of fin in the

worth of the propitiation. T. For we are not redeema:

ed with corruptible things, ſuch as filver and gold ,

but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb

without blemiſh"and without ſpot . Itwas no lefs de

perſonthan the eternal andonlybegottenSon of Gody

who was before all worlds, the brightneſs of his Fa-

ther's glory, and the exprefs image of his perſon ,

who ſuffered in our ſtead. Whoever conſiders the

frequentmention in the facred oracles, of the glory

and dignity of the perſon of Chrift ; muſt be fatisfied ,

that it is not without deſign ; and none can truly re

lith or improve theſe truths, but -fuch as thence learn

the evil of fin , the immenféneſs of that debt which

required one of ſo greaty.Day, of infinite and inex

hauſtable

A & Pet, i 18
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kauſtible riches, to be able to pay it . A creature

indeed behoved to fuffer ; and therefore he became

the ſon of man , but intimately united to the Crea

tor, God bleſſed for evermore , It was one of the

firſt and earlieſt confeſfions of faith, That Jeſus Chriſt

was the Son of God ; and this bclief muſt have the

ftrongeſt influence in thewing us the evil of ſin, which

none elſe was able to expiate .

In many paſſages of fcripture, God's ſending his

own Son into the world to ſave finners, is repreſent.

ed as the ſtrongeſt proof poſſible of his compaſſion

and love . The nearneſs of the relation teaches us ,

as it were, to ſuppoſe ſome reluctance in beſtowing

him ; in alluſion to which there is a fine expreſſion of

the apoſtle Paul, * He that ſpared not his own Son ,

but delivered him upfor us all, how ſhall he not with

him alſo freely.give us all things? The very ſame thing

thews, with equal clearners, his abhorrence of fin .

However ſtroagly diſpoſed to fare finners, he would

have fin to be expiated , tho’ his..own Son ſhould be

the victim : if any thing could have made him dif

penſe with it , this ſhould ſurely have had the effect :

and therefore the condemning of fin feems to have

been as much in view, as the ſalvation of the Gioner.

Every light in which we can view this ſubject, con-.

tributes to ſet before us the evil of fin . I ſhall only

mention further, the greatneſs and ſeverity of the fuf

ferings of our Redeemer, as they are repreſented both

C

Rom . viii..32.
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1

prophetically, to ſhew how much was exacted , and

hiſtorically, to ſhew what was paid . As the whole of

his life was to be a fate of humiliation and ſorrow , it

is ſaid, * As many were aſtoniſhed at thee, bis viſage

wasfo marredmore than any man , andhisform than

thefons ofmen. Again , He is deſpiſedandrejected of

men, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted withgrief ;

andwe hid , as it were , ourfacesfrom bim; be was de

Spiſed, andweeſteemed him xot. Once more, He was

wounded
forour tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſedfor our

iniquities : the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him ,

and with his ſtripes we are healed. In the hiſtory of

his lifein the new teſtament, we ſee all this verified,

in the meapneſs of his birth, and the continued inſults

and reproaches thrown upon him during the courfe of

his life . There is one remarkable paſſage, John viü.57 .

Thou art notyet fiftyyears old , and haft thou ſeen A

braham ? The meaning of this is hardly obvious, un

leſs we ſuppoſe that his natural beauty and bloom was

ſo waſted and decayed by forrow , that he ſeemed to

ſtrangers near twenty years older than he really was.

i

1

H

1

In the cloſe of the goſpel, we have an account of the

lalt ſcene of his ſufferings, in the garden, and on the

croſs. He was fore amazed, and very beavy. - His

foul was exceedingforrowful, even unto death.His

fweat was as it were greai droprof blood , fallingdown

to the ground. He was at laſt ſtretched upon an ac

curſed tree, where the pain of a tortur'd body was but

Iſa . lii. 14. liii. 3. liii. 5.
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fmall to the anguiſh of an overwhelmed ſpirit, which

conftrained him to utter this heavy complaint, My God ,

my God, why haft thou forfaken me ? Let the Chriſti

an ſtand at the foot of the croſs, and there ſee the

evil of ſin , which required ſo coſtly an expiation . Let

him there ſee the holineſs and juſtice of God in its pu

niſhment. Let him hear the moſt High, ſaying, A

wake, O ſword, againſt the man who is my fellow .

And let him thence learn, how much ſin is the object'.

of divine deteſtation .

Háth 'a believer then a firm perſuaſion of all theſe

truths ? Are they the frequent theme ofhis meditati

ons ? 'And muſt they not neceſſarily fill' him with an

abhorrence of fin, infame him with a hatred of it , and

excite in him a ſelf -lothing on its account ? Thus it

is ſaid in the prophetic writings, #TheyMall look on

mewhom they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn

for him , as one mournethfor bis enlyfon, and ſhall

be in bitterneſs for him , as one that is in bitterneſs

for his firft - born. And muſt not a repetition of the

fame views ſtill ſtrengthen the impreſſion, ſo that, as

the apoſtle Paul tells us of himſelf, * The world will1

be crucified unto him , and he unto the world .

I am ſenſible, that theſe things will have no ſuch

effect upon the enemies of the goſpel, who diſbeliere

them , or upon thoſe Chriſtians, if they deſerve the.

name, who diſguiſe, explain away, or give up the fai

C..2

Zech. xiii 10 . * Gal. xi. 14
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tisfaction of Chriſt ; or even thoſe who have a ſtrong

zincture of a legal ſpirit, and are for contributing ſomeo -

what toward their acceptance with God, by their own

merit, and defective obedience. Such cannot relish theſë

ſentiments; and therefore it may ſeem improper, in rea

foning againſt enemies, to bring them at all in view:

But let it be remembred, that however little many
be

licve ſuch things , they may yet perceive, if they will

attend to it , their natural operation upon thoſe who

do believe them. And let any modern adept in the

ſcience of morals Thew in his account of the founda

tion of morality, and the nature of obligation, any

thing that hath a force or influcnee equal to this : or ,

will the nominal felf- righteous Chriſtian , who thinks

Chriſt only made up ſome little wants which he finds

in himſelf, or that his death bad only fome general

expediency in it, ever be equally tender in his prac

tice , with him who ſees ſo much of the purity of the

law of God, and his deteſtation of ſin , as to eſteem

all his own righteouſneſſes but as filthy rags, and

bottoms his hope of acceptance wholly upon the per

fect righteouſneſs of his Redeemer ?

i

In the third place, He who expects juſtification on

Jy through the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, has

the moſt awful views of the danger of lin . He not .

only fees the obligation and purity of the law, but the

feverity of its fanction. It is a fear of wrath from

the avenger of blood, that perſuades him to fly to the

city of refuge. And if we compare the ſentiments

of others with his, either the generality of a careleſs

1
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and blinded world , or thoſe who act upon contrary

principles, and a different ſyſtem from that which we

are now defending, we ſhall find, that not one of them

bath ſuch apprehenſions of the wrath and vengeance

of God due on the account of fin, as the convinced

finner, who flies to the propitiation of Chriſt for deli

verance and reſcue ,

I am very ſenſible, that many readers will be ready

to challenge this argument as preſſed into the ſervice ;

and wholly improper upon my ſcheme : they will ſup

pofe, that every believer, in conſequence of his faith

in Chriſt, is ſcreened from the penalty of the law, and

fheltered from the ſtroke of divine juſtice ; he is there

fore no more under this fear ; and its being no more a

motive of action, in the future part of his conduct, is

the very ground of the objection I am attempting to

remove. This is no doubt plauſible ; but let it be

remembred , in what way-it is that believers are freed

from their apprehenſions of the wrath ofGod ; it is

by their acceptance of his mercy thro' faith in Chriſt.

Before the application of this remedy, they ſaw them

ſelves the children of wrath , and heirs of hell ; and

they ſtill believe, that every ſin deſerves the wrath of

God, both in this life, and that which is to come. -

Will they therefore re -incur the danger from which

they have ſo lately eſcaped , and of which they had ſo.

terrible a view ? will they do fo voluntarily, even

although they know the remedy to be ſtill at hand, ftilla

ready to be applied , and certainly effectual ? Suppoſe

any perſon had been upon the very point of periſhing
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in a violent, and rapid ſtream ; and ſaved when his

ſtrength was well nigh exhauſted , by the happy inter

vention ofa tender-hearted paſſenger, would he volun

tarily plunge himſelf again into the flood, even altho'

he knew his deliverer were ſtanding by, ready for his

relief ?: This fuppoſition is quite unnatural ; and it is

equally ſo , to imagine, that oneſaved from divine

wrath will immediately repeat the provocation , even

whilft he trembles at the thoughts ofthe miſery of

that ſtate from which he had been ſo lately delivered :

-.Let usonly conſider the ſtrong ſenſe which a beo

hever uſually ſhews of the danger of others in an un

converted ftate, from a perſuaſion of their being un

der the wrath of God. He warns them , intreats themg

pities them , and prays for them. He would not ex,

change with any one of them , a priſon for a palace,

or a ſcaffold -for- a throne. How then ſhould he'de

fuppoſed to follow them in their practice, and theres

by to return to their ſtate ?

But perhaps, here again it will be urged , that this

is improper ;..becauſe, according to the principles of

the affertors of imputed righteouſneſs, a believer, be

ing once in a juſtified ſtate, cannot fall from grace ;

and therefore his ſins. do not deſerve wrath , and he

himſelf muſt have, from this perſuaſion , a ſtrong confi

dence that, be what they will, they.cannot have fuch .

an effect : and accordingly fome have exprelly affirm

ed , that the future ſins of the elect are forgiven , as.

well as their paſt, at their converſion ; nay, fonie ,

1
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that they are juſtified from all eternity, that God doch

not ſee Sin in a believer, that his affictions are not

puniſhments, and other things of the like nature. Now,

tho'I muſt confeſs I look upon theſe expreſſions, and

many more to be found in certain writers , whatever

glofſes they may put upon them , as unguarded and

antifcriptural; yet, not to enter into the controverſy

at all, 1-ſuppoſe it will be acknowledged by all with

out exception , that a believer's ſecurity, and the im

poſſibility of his falling from grace , is a ſecurity ofnot

finning, that is, of not being under the dominion of

ſin , as much as, or rather in order to his ſecurity of

deliverance from the wrath of God . His pardon is

fure ; but this ſecurity is only hypothetical, becauſe his

faith and holincfs are ſecured by the promiſe of God :

ſo that, to ſuppoſe a perſon to ſin.without reſtraint,

by means of this perſuaſion, that his falvation is fe

cured by his firſt acceptance of Chriſt, is a ſuppoſition

ſelf -contradi &tory. However ſtrongly any man may

aſſert that a believer's ſalvation is ſecure, he will not

fcruple at the ſame time to acknowledge , that if ſuch

believer ſhould fin wilfully and habitually, and conti

nue to do ſo , he would be damned ; but he will deny,

that
any ſuch caſe ever did, or ever can poſibly hap

pen *.

* Indeed there can be nothing more unfair, than to take one

part ofa man's belief, and thence argue againſt another part, up

on which the fift is expreſly founded . If I ſhould ſay, I am

confident I ſhall never be drowned in a certain river, becauſe I

am reſolved never to croſs it at all ; would it not be abſurd to

rcaſon thus ; here is a man who hath a perſuaſion he will never
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The objection muſt ſurely appear ſtrongeſt upon the

principles of thoſe who make the nature of faith to

confiſt in a belief, that Chriſt died for themſelves in

particular, or of their own perſonal intereſt in him ,

and the pardon and life which he hath purchaſed, there

by making aſſurance eſſential to it. Yet even theſe

will not deny that their faith is not always equally

ftrong, and that their aſſurance is fometimes interrup

ted with doubts and fears. Now, what is the cauſe of

theſe doubts , and this uncertainty ? is it not always

ſin more directly, or by confequence ? So that (in ren

ders their faith doubtful, which is the very fame thing

with putting them in fear concerning their future ſtate,

Indeed it is not more ſure that our Redeemer invites

all weary heavy -laden finners to come unto him , that

they may find reſt, than it is that the unrighteous ſhall

not inherit the kingdom of God . So that every in

" Ttance of voluntary ſin , muſt throw back the believer

(at leaſt as to his own ſentiments) into his former ſtate ,

- till he be again reſtored by faith and repentance.

1

1
1

1

From this I think it evidently appears , that the mo

tive of the danger of ſin is not weakned , but hath its

' full force upon thoſe who expect juſtification by the

imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt. And , if it is not

weakned, it muſt be ſtrengthned by this perſuaſion,

Gioce, as I have ſhewn above , none have ſo deep a ſenſe

of the obligation of the law, and the evil of ſin, and

be drowned in this river; therefore he will be ſurely very head

flrong and fool-hardy in fording it when it overflows its banks,

uhich is contrary to the very foundation of my ſecurity
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biỹ conſequence none can have ſo great a fear of its

awful ſanction. And that this is agreeable to fcrip

ture , might be ſhown at great length , where the put

ring their right to the favour of God and eternal life

more and more beyond all doubt and queſtion, is re

commended to believers as an object of their care and

diligence. Thus ſays the apoſtle to the Hebrews*,

And we defire that every one of you dofher theſame

diligence, to the full aſurance ofhope unto the end,

And the apoſtle Peter, after a long enumeration of the

graces of the Chriſtian life, ſays t , Wherefore the ra

ther,brethren, give diligence to makeyourcalling and

ele &tion fure. Nay , the fear of wrath, and of finally

periſhing, is repreſented by the apoſtle Paul himſelf,

as one view , at leaſt, which habitually influenced his

own conduct 1 ;, But I keep under my body, and bring

it into ſubjection, left that by any means, when I have

preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt-away.

In the fourth place, Thoſe who expect juſtification

by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, have the high

eft fenſe of the purity and holineſs of the divine na

ture ; and refore muſt be under an habitual convic

tion of the neceſſity of purity, in order to fit them for

his preſence and enjoyment. If this doctrine, in its

main deſign, or by any of its effential parts, bad a

tendency to repreſent God , (I will not ſay as delight

ing in fin , but) as eaſy to be pacified towards it, paſ

Ling it by with little notice, and puniſhing it but very

Ć 3

Heb . vi. II . + 2 Pet, i. 10, f 1 Cor. ix , 27.
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flightly, there might be ſome pretence for drawing the

conclufion complained of from it . For I think it may

be allowed as a maxime, that as is the God, fo - are his

worſhippers, if they ſerve him in earneſt. Whatever

views they have of the object of their eſteemand wor

ſhip, they will endeavour to form themſelvesto the

fame character. But if, on the contrary , this doctrine

preſerves the purity of God entire ; nay, if it gives us

ítill more ſtrong, awful and ſtriking views ofit ; it can

never encourage ſuch as believe it, in the practice of

But that this is thecaſe with all ſuch as believe and

underſtand the doctrine ofjuſtification by the imputed

righteouſneſs of Chriſt, may be demonſtrated in the

cleareſt manner . It mightindeed be, ſhewn from a

great variety of arguments founded upon the media

tion of Chriſt : at preſent I ſhall mention but two, the

propriety of which , and their relation to the ſubject

in hand , every one muſt immediately perceive. In

The firſt place, That Chriſtbehoved to fuffer by divine

appointment for the expiation of ſin, is not only equal

with , but ſtronger than , all other evidences of the pų

rity of God; and his abhorrence of ſin . It is an event

of the moſt ftriking and aſtoniſhing nature, every rer

Hexion upon which overwhelms, the mind, that the

eternal and only begotten Son of God ſhould affume

the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh , and ſtand in the room of

finners : even tho' the merited puniſhment had been

inflicted upon the offenders themſelves, it would not

bave been ſuch a proof of the purity of God. Here ,
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even when he is inclined to mercy , its exerciſe is obe

ſtructed till juſtice is ſatisfied . Can any one conſider

this without being deeply convinced, that he is a God

of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and with whom

unrighteouſneſs can have no communion will any;

after ſuch views , hope for his favour, while they re

tain the love of fin, or expect to dwell in his preſence

while they continue ſtained with its pollution ?

The ſame thing muſt alſo carry convincing evidence

with it , that to fuppofe Chrift to have bought an im

punity to ſinners, and procured them a licenſe to ofa .

fend , is ſelf-contradictory, and altogether inconſiſtent

with the wiſdom and -uniformity of the divine govern :

ment : . that he never could hate fin ſo much before,

and love it after the ſufferings of Chriſt ; that be could

not find it neceſſary to puniſh it ſo ſeverely in the

ſurety, and yet afterwards love and bear with it in

thoſe for whom that ſurety ſatisfied. Not only may

this be clearly eſtabliſhed by reaſon and argument, but

it muſt be immediately felt by every one who ſees the

neceſſity of the atonement of their Redeemer. They

will be ſo far from taking a liberty to ſin , that, on the

contrary , they will be ready to cry out, who can ſtand

before this holy LordGod * ? Accordingly we ſhall find

*It is a certain fact, that the number of perſons under dif

trefs of mind by perplexing doubts, or anxious fears,concerning

their fucure Nate, is incomparably greater amongſt the friends

than the enemies of thisdoctrine . By this I do not at all mean

that either their doubrs are dutiful, or their fears deſirable. Such

a fate is 19. be tooked upon as the fruitof their own wcaktická .
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in experience, that none are more ready to call in

queſtion the integrity of their own character ; pone

more ready to fear the effects of the fins that cleave to

them , as unfitting them for the divine preſence, than

ſuch as truſt ſolely in the merits of Chriſt for their ac

ceptance with God .

i

The fecond thing I propoſed to mention in the doc

trine of Chriſt's mediation, which ſhews the purity

of the divine nature, is our continued approach to

God by him as an interceſſor and advocate. It con

tributes to keep continually upon our minds a ſenſe of

the divine holineſs and purity, and of our own un

worthineſs, that we are not permitted to approach him -

but by the interceſſion of another. Such a conduct in

human affairs, properly ferves to thew dignity and

greatneſs on the one part, diſtance and unworthincfs

on the other, The ſame conduct then in God towards

us, doth it not convince us , that he muſt be fanctified

of all them that draw pear to him ? And, whilſt it .

makes imputed righteouſn
eſs

the condition , plainly

shows the neceſſity of inherent holineſs, as a qualifica

tion in our approache
s

to his throne. Suppoſe an

earthly prince were to be addreſſed by two different

and imperfe&tion, and as a chaſtiſement from a wiſe and gracious

God, either more immediately for correcting their fins, or for

the trial , illuſtration and perfecting of their grace and virtue ;

but its being more common among thoſe who believe in Chriſt's

imputed righteouſneſs, than others, is a plain proof that this

doctrine doth not naturally tend to inſpire any with an unholy

boldneſs, or a ſecure and Nothful preſumption ,

1

1

1
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perſons, one who thought he had a title upon his own

merit to make an immediate application, and another

who could not approach him without one nearly rela

ted to him , and in high favour at court, to procure

his admiffion, and to back his requeſt ; which of theſc

would probably be moſt reſpe &tful to his ſovereign,

and moſt follicitous to avoid giving offence by his con

duet ? Surely the latter : and ſo it is always with the

humble, mortified believer, who counts all things

but loſs for the excellency of the knowledge ofChriſt

Jeſus*

In the fifth place, Thoſe who expect juſtification

by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, muſt be in

duced to obedience, in the ſtrongeſt manner, by the

liberal apd ingenuous motive of gratitude and thank

fulneſs to God . That it is the native and genuine ex

preſſion of gratitude to God , to live a pure and holy

life, I ſuppoſe will hardly be denied : at leaſt, this

the ſcriptures repreſent as pleaſing him , ſerving hin,

doing his will, honouring him . It is indeed extreme

ly difficult to conceive, how God Almighty, and all

fufficient, ſhould be at all affected with our conduct,

either good or bad : it ſeems to be improper to ſay,

that he can be pleaſed or diſpleaſed with our actions,

or that he hath any intereſt at ſtake. Nothing, to be

fure, can be more weak and impotent, than the inju

ries offered , or the aſſaults made upon him by created

beings. As his nature is without variableneſs or tha)

D

Philip, iï. 8 .
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dow of turning, fo his happineſs is ſuch , as can nei.

ther be increaſed nor impaired. And yet, in this way,

he himſelf hath taught us to conceive of the matter,

that holineſs is not only an imitation of his character,

but obedience to his will ; and its contrary a tranſ

greſſion of his law . Theſe have been the ſentiments

of all nations without exception ; and, after the ut

moſt efforts we can make to exempt him in our minds

from all human paflions or affections, of joy , anger,

or diſpleaſure, we cannot help conſidering it ſtill as

proper to ſay, ſuch a courſe of life is agreeable, and

ſuch another is diſpleaſing to God , and will provoke

his wrathe

13- not gratitude then a principle of action that will

be powerful and operative ? Mankind in general bear

witneſs to this as they have agreed in all ages ; to

brand ingratitude with the blackeſt mark of infamy,

and to reckon it among the moſt atrocious of crimes.

And indeed we find by experience, that it is compa

ratively ſtronger, for the moſt part, than the oppoſite

motives of force or fear. There is a ſort of natural

tendency in man to regſt violence , and refuſe ſubmif

fion to authority, whilſt they may be won by favours,

and melted to thankfulneſs and gratitude by kindnefs

and love : at leaſt, this will apply perfectly to the

preſent caſe, where the bare outward performance,

( which may indeed be the effect of fear ) will not be

accepted without the inclination of the will . A llae

qiſh dread both leſſens the degree, and debaſes the na

[ure of that obedience we might eſſay to perform .

1
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This is an univerſal principle ; and , in particular, while

the law of God ſtands in its force and rigour, as a co

venant of works, threatning death without hope of

mercy, againít every tranſgreilion, it begets a deſpon .

dent Noth , and , at beit, ſerves only to diſcover our lin

and miſery ;: nay, as the apoltle Paul ſtrongly and

juſtly reaſons, it renders our corrupt affections more

inflamed and violent by reſtraint ; * Nay, I had not

known fin , but by the law ; for I had knowi luſi,

except the law had ſaid , Thou ſhalt not covet, &c .

But let us now compleat this argument, by ſhew=*

ing, that a believer in Cbriſt is under the Itrongelt ob

ligations, from gratitude, to do the will of God : and,

how many conſiderations concur in ſhewing this ? The

unſpeakable greatneſs of the bleflings be receives, no

leſs than deliverance from everlaſting miſery and an

guiſh, and a right to everlaſting glory and happineſs.

-The infinite and affecting condeſcenſion of the great

and glorious Giver, who, ia mercy to thoſe who could

not profit him at all, but, on the contrary , had highly

provoked him , laid help for them upon one who is

mighty to ſave . — The aſtoniſhing meanemployed in

this deſign, viz. God's notſparing even bisown Song

but delivering him upfor us all. Well might the 2

poſtle John fay * , God SO loved the world, that be

gave his only begotten Son , that whoſoever believeth in

bim ſhould not periſh , but have everlaſting life --But,

above all , the ſenſe which he himſelf hath of his miſce

D 2

* Rom . vii. 7. † John ïïi . 166
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py and wretchedneſs. Nothing can be more dreadfal:

than the apprehenſions which a convinced finner hathi

of his own ſtate : what , and how ſtrong then muſt

his fenfe of gratitude be, to him who hath given his

Son, and hiin who was given himſelf, for the purchaſe

of his pardon ? with what earneſtnefs will he ſeek

after, and with what cheerfulneſs will he embrace, e

very opportunity of teſtifying his thankfulneſs ? will

not the name of his Redeemer be precious, even as :

sintment poured forth ; his laws delightful to him ,

and his honour dear ?

It is proper to obſerve here, that the fingle view of

the bleſings of divine goodneſs, which muſt have the

Hrongeſt influence in leading us to a grateful reſente

ment of them , is intirely peculiar to fuch as expect

jaftification thro ' the imputed righteouſncfs of Chrift ;

viz. their being of free, unmerited grace and mercy .

For, tho'there are other claſſes of Chriſtians whopre

tend to diſclaim the belief of any merit in man , it

would be no difficult matter to fhew , that there are

Done who do not, by their profeſſed principles, or

their ufual language, fuppofe it, excepting thoſe de

fcribed in the beginning of this diſcourſe. And fuch

not only believe his mercy to be unmerited , but that

they have juſtly deferved his wrath and indignation,

nay , and that they continually do fo , even in their

beſt ſtate ; their pureſt and holieſt actions having fuch

fins attending them, or ſuch a mixture and alloy of

anholineſs and impurity in them , as , if they were
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weighed in the exact balance of juſtice , would be ſuf

ficient to procure their total rejection.

In how ſtrong a light is this repreſented by the ſa

ered writers ; and how powerful does its operation ap

pear to be upon themſelves ? They ſeem penetrated

and poſſeft with a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt, and of

God in him, as having finners for its object. Thus

the apoſtle Paul reaſons ; For ſcarcelyfor a righteous

man willone die, get, peradventure, for a good man

Some would even dare to die. But God commendeth

bis love towards us, in that while we were yet finnersg.

Chriſt died for us . And again, If when we were

enemies, wewere reconciledto God by the dealb of bis

Son t . - What a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt is diſcom.

vered by the two following paſſages of the fame 2

poſtle! That Chrif may dwell in yourbearts by faith ;

that ye being rooted andgroundedin love, may beable;

to comprebend with all faints, what is the breadtb and

length, and depth, and height ; and to know the love

ofChriſt, wbich paffeth knowledge f. The other is ,

If any man love not the Lord Jeſus Cbrift, lethim be:

Anathema Maranatha s ; than which nothing could

more ſtrongly expreſs his own ſenſe of the obligation ..

It deſerves notice alſo, that the inſpired write ; s do .

often repreſent it as one of the ſtrongeſt arguments

againſt fin , that it is a reproach and diſhonour brought

upon our Redeemer and Lord, For many walk, of

* Rom v . 7 , 8.

$ i Cor. xvi. 22 .

+ Rom . v. 10. Eph, iii. 17, 18 , 19.



42 VINDICATION OF

whom I have told you often, and now tell you even

weeping, that they are enemies ofthe croſs of Chriſt *.

Seeing they crucify to themſelves the Son of God as

freſh , and puthim to an open ſhame to:

I muſt again upon this, as upon a former branch of

the ſubject,obſerve, That,no doubt , ſuch arguments as

theſe, will have little or no effect upon thoſe who have

but an imperfect belief of them , which, it is to be fear

ed , is the caſe with not a few who go under the name

of Chriſtian . But, is it not very evident, that they

muſt have the ſtrongeſt imaginable influence upon all

ſuch as are acted by a lively faith in the doctrine of

redemption ? They muſt fee themſelves indebted to

the undeſerved mercy and love of God for favours of

infinite value ; and therefore muſt certainly endeavour

to expreſs their gratitude by an intire confecration of

their lives to their benefactor's ſervice .

This leads me to obferve in the 6th and laſt place ,

That thoſe who expect juſtification by the impated

righteouſneſs of Chriſt, muſt be poſſelt of a ſupreme

or ſuperlative love to God, which is not only the ſource

and principle, but the very fum and ſubſtance, nay,

the perfection of holineſs. That thoſe who believe in

and hope to be accepted , and finally ſaved , thro' the

imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, muſt be poffefſed of

a fupreme love to God , appears from wliat hath been

already ſaid upon the ſubject of gratitude. Love is

Philip . iii . 13 . + Heb . vi . 6 .



IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. 43

the moſt powerful mean of begetting love . Thus

ſays the apoſtle John, We have known and believed

the love that God hath unto us ; God is love * . And

a little after, We love him , becauſe be firſt loved us t .

The infinite and unspeakable mercies which he hath

beſtowed on us, with all the circumſtances attending

them , the means and manner of their conveyance,

which have been hinted at above , muſt neceſarily

excite the moſt ardent love in return , and every pro

per expreſſion of it . This is their immediate and

natural, nay , this is their neceſſary and unavoidable

effect. For the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us , be

cauſe we thus judge, that if one diedfor all, then

were all dead ; and that he died for all, that they

which live ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves,

but unto him which died for them , and roſe againt :

If any ſhall think proper to affert, That favours be

frowed are not to be confidered as thetrue and formal

cauſes of love, but the excellence and amiable quali

ties of the object. Thus , for example, ſuppoſing any

perſon of a character juſtly hateful in itſelf, from ca

price, ſelf intereſt, or any other finiſter motive , to

beſtow many fignal favours upon another , the benefi

ciary might receive, and delight in the favours, with

out eſteeming, nay, even when he could not eſteem ,

the giver. If this is conſidered as an objection againſt

what I have juft now ſaid , and the concluſiveneſs of

the argument to be founded upon it ; I offer the two

* i John iv . 16 . # 1 John iv . 19. + 2 Cor. V , 145
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following anſwers to it . iſt, That in the account gi

ven in fcripture of the redemption of the world by

the ſubſtitution of a Saviour, and the juſtification of

finners by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, there

is the brighteſt diſplay of all the divine perfections.

The almighty power, the upſearchable wiſdom , the

boundleſs goodneſs, the inflexible juſtice, and invio

Jable truth of God , ſhine in this great deſign, with u

nited ſplendour. Every attribute, that can in reaſon

claim our veneration and eſteem , as well as our thank.

fulneſs and gratitude, is here to be ſeen . Even theſe

perfections of juſtice and mercy (which I will not call

jarring attributes, as ſome too harſhly do , but) which

ſeem to reſtrain and limit each other in their exerciſe;

are jointly illuſtrated, and ſhine more brightly by their

union , than they could have done feparately ; and, at

the ſame time, the purity and holineſs of the Divine

Nature, which is the fum of them all, is deeply im

preſſed upon the mind . So that here is every thing

that can produce love ; worth , and excellence to me

rit it, love and kindneſs to excite and raiſe it . From

this it evidently appears, that he who believes in the

imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, muſt have a ſuper

lative love of God.

1

But 2dly, Leſt it ſhould be ſaid , that many have

not this view of the doctrine in queſtion, as honour

able to God, and repreſenting him in an amiable light,

but the contrary ;I obſerve, that there muſt have been

& diſcovery of the glory of God , as ſhining in this plan

ofſalvation, to all who cordiallyembrace it. Nothing
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elſe could induce them to do ſo . If its enemies do

not ſee this, and therefore ſet themſelves againſt it ;

this confirms the different and honourable ſentiments

entertained by its friends : ſo that even fuppofing (what

we will never grant) that this view of the amiableneſs

of the Divine Nature , as repreſented in the goſpel,

were not well founded ; yet, doubtleſs it is the view

of thoſe who count all things but lofs, for the ex

cellency of the knowledge of Chriſt * , and glory in

nothing but his crofi.

The truth is , notwithſtanding any cavilling objecti

ons that may be raiſed againſt it, many favours re

ceived by one to whom they are abſolutely neceſſary,

and by whom they are infinitely prized, muſt naturally

and neceſſarily produce love. This will be reckoned

a firſt principle, by every unprejudiced mind ; and it .

is always ſuppoſed in the holy ſcriptures, where the

faints are repreſented as under the habitual and power

ful impreſſion of love to God, for his love to them ma

nifeſted in their redemption. Thus ſays the apoſtle

Paul, For I am perſuaded , that neither death, non

life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor

things preſent, nor things to come, nor beighth, nor

depth, nor any other creature, Jhall be able to ſepa

rate usfrom the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jea

Jus our Lord .

Now , is there any thing more neceffary to ſhow ,

that thoſe who believe and truſt in the imputed righ,

D3

Philip. iü. 8
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teouſneſs of Chriſt muſt be holy in their lives , tham

their being under the influence of a ſupreme love to

God ? Is not this the firſt and great commandment of

the law, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God , with all

thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy

mind t ? Is not this a never-failing fource of unr

verfal obedience ? as they love God , will they not

" Tove their brethren alſo : the very worſt of men , beo

cauſe they are the creatures of God ; and the rightę.

ous more eſpecially, becauſe they are his faints, his

choſen ones ? can they love God ſupremely, and yet

voluntarily diſpleaſe him , breaking his commandments ,

or reſiſting his deſigns ? We know that love hath a

quite different effect, in every other and inferior in

ftance, endearing to us every thing related to the

perſon who poſſeſſes our eſteem and affection : how

then can it be ſuppoſed fo prepoſterous in this ſingle

caſe, when it is fixed on the greateſt, and the beſt of

objects

It is a received maxim , That there can be no true

dove, where there is not fome likeneſs and conformity

of nature and diſpoſition to the object beloved, and

an endeavour after more . And this is a maxim that

will in no caſe hold more infallibly, than in moral ſub

jects. It is impoſſible that we can love purity, if

ourſelves are impure ; nay , it is even impoſſible that

we can underſtand it . Tho' an unholy perſon may

have a very penetrating genius and capacity, may think

* Matth. xxii. 37:
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acutely , and perhaps reaſon juftly upon many, or moſt

of the natural attributes of God , he can neither per

ceive nor admire his moral excellence . Inſtead of

perceiving the glory of God as infinitely holy , he hates,

and ſets himſelf to oppoſe this part of his character ,

or to ſubſtitute ſomething quite different in its room

Or, if we can ſuppoſe him able , or from any particu

lar reaſon inclined , to tell the truth, as to what God

is, he can never diſcern or feel his glory and beauty

in being ſuch . For why , he himſelf is unholy , that

is to ſay, in other words, he ſupremely loves , and

hath his affections habitually fixed upon ſomething

that is not God, ſomething that is contrary to God's

nature , and a breach of his law ..

Let us continue to reflect a few moments upon this

ſubject, which is of great importance , varying a little

the light in which it is viewed . Let us conſider what

is meant by a fupreme and ſuperlative love to God.

Theſe words muſt have a meaning. It is not a ſu :

* This is the true reaſon why many fo warmly oppoſe God's

vindictive juſtice, and that in the face of divers awful examples

of it, ' even in the preſent partial and imperfect diſpenſation.

That there are many marks of God's diſpleaſure againſt fin ,

cven in that part of his government which is at preſent ſubo

jected to our view, and alſo diſtinct warnings of a ſtricter rece

koning to come, I ſhould think, might be, to an impartial per

fon, part all doubt : and yet, this is derided and denied bymany,

merely becauſe they can never think that a perfe&tion in the

Divine Nature, for which they have no love or eſteem in their

own -hearts . All who love God , then , muſt be like him ; and

even thoſe who will not be what he really is, are always ſtrong,

ly inclined, at leaſt, to ſuppoſe him what they themfelves are

/
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mo

preme love of a certain nature, or perfon, called God ,

whom no man hath ſeen, and of whom we know no .

more but the name . In this caſe the old maxim would

hold,Ignotinulla cupido; there can be no affection, of

either love or hatred , towards an object wholly un

known. A fupreme love of God therefore, where it

really hath place in any heart, muſt mean the love of

a character in ſome meaſure underſtood, tho' not fully.

comprehended. In ſhort, according to the ſcriptures,

it is a ſupreme love of the ſource and
pattern

of

ral excellence, ofa Being of infinite holineſs and pu

rity, with whom evil cannot dwell. Is not this , in

truth and reality, the love of holineſs itſelf, the lu

preme love of it ? Can we love holineſs then, and

not aſpire after it ? can we love it, and not endea

vour to practiſe it ? nay, can we love it, and not pof

fefs it ? can we love holineſs ſupremely, and live in

fin habitually ? it is the groffelt contradiction , the

moſt abſolute impoflibility. There is then a diame.

trical oppoſition between the love of God , and the

ſervice of lin . To ſuppofe them confiftent, would

be fuppoſing, that the tendency of the heart and af

fections might be oppoſite to the courſe of the life,

or ſupremely fixed upon two things mutually deſtruc

tive of each other, contrary to which our Saviour juſt

ly affirms, That no man canſerve two maſters : for

either he will hate the one, and love the other ; or

elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other.

Ye cannotſerve God and mairmon

Matth . vi.24.
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Once more , Is not the love of God , I mean , the

fiipreme love of God, preciſely what is meant by holi

nefs ? It is not only an evidence of it , not only -a,

fource of it , not only an important branch, but the

ſum and perfe &tion of it . For what is fin in the heart,

of which all evil actions are but the fruits and expref

fions, and from which they derive their malignity and

contrariety to the divine will ? is it not the love and

purſuit of inferior objects on their own account, and

giving themthat place in our affections, which is due

only to God ? All lins, of whatever kind, may be ea

fily reduced to this, and ſhown to be nothing elſe, but

the alienation and eſtrangement of our heart and af

fections from God , to whom alone they are due,which ,

in ſo far as it prevails, neceſſarily occaſions a miſap

plication of every faculty ofour minds, and of, every

member of our bodies, and thus a rebellion of the

whole man . But whoever loves God above all, and

places his chief happineſs and delight in him , is truly

holy ; not only will be ſo, as the effect, but really is

fo, by the poſſeſſion of this diſpoſition. In propor

tion as this love is increaſed and ſtrengthned , his

fanctification is carried on ; and when it is compleat

and triumphant, entirely free from the mixture of any

baſer paſlion, be is perfect in holincís.

It may probably occur to fome readers, that this

reaſoning will not accord with the accounts given by

many moderns of the nature and foundation of virtuc.

Some found it upon the preſent prevailing tendency

of our own diſpoſitions, and make it point directly and
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immediately at our own happineſs ; others found it

upon our connexions with our fellow -creatures in this

ſtate, and make it conſiſt in benevolence of heart , and

beneficence in action ; others again, who approach

pearer the truth , but without preciſion , ſtile it an acte

ing towards everyobject, according to reaſon , and the

nature of things. Upon any of theſe ſchemes, the

connexion , or rather coincidence, above-alledged, be

tween the love of God, and virtue , or moral excel

lence, does not ſo clearly appear. This indeed ſeems

to me the great defect of theſe accounts of the nature

and foundation of virtue, that they keep our relation

and obligations to God at a diſtance at leaſt, and much

out of view. But as this is the firſt commandment of

the law which God hath revealed to man for his obe .

dience, Thou ſhalt love the Lord with all thy heart,

with all thy ſtrength, and with all thy mind ; fo ,

upan a fair and juſt examination, the ſupreme love of

God will be found the moſt conſiſtent and rational ac

çount of the nature of virtue, and the true fource from

which all other virtues, that are not ſpurious, muſt

take their riſe, and from which they derive their force

and obligation : it is founded not only upon the rela

tion of creatures to their Creator, but upon
the inhe

rent excellence of the Divine Nature. For ſuppoſing

(what will ſcarcely be denied) that God may be at all

the object of our eſteem and love, it is plain, that we

ought to have the higheſt eſteem for the higheſt excel

lence, a ſupreme love for what is infinitely amiable ;

and if our affections do in any meaſure preſer what is

Iels to what is more worthy, they muſt be, in that

proportion, wrong and miſplaced.



IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. 51

As to ſome of the phraſes ( for they are no more )

which come into repute together, or in ſucceſſion ono

after another, to expreſs the riſe and foundation of

virtue, fuch as a fenſe of beauty, of harmory, of or

der and proportion : this is no explication of the mat

ter at all ; it is only transferring the language uſed with

reſpect to ſenſible objects, to ethics or morality, in

which it muſt be underſtood figuratively. That there

is fome analogy between thoſe ſubjects and morality,

may be eaſily confefied; but there are few different fub

jects in nature, between which as ſtrong, or a ſtronger,

analogy may not be traced. For example, how ,eaſy,

would it be to reduce all notions of morality, nay

indeed all notions of beauty in painting, or harmony

in mulic, to truth and reality, in oppoſition to falſe ,

hood ? Wollafton's Religion of Nature Delineated is

an example of this, in which he refolves the morality.,

or immorality, of every action , into the truth or falle

hood of a propofition . And , whoever reads the booke

will, I dare ſay, be ſenſible , that it is juſt as natural

and proper , as a certain noble author's rhapſodies upon

beauty and harmony. In ſhort, it were eaſy to ſhew ,

that none of the accounts given of the nature of virtue ;

have any meaning, truth or force in them , but in fa

far as they are founded upon, or coincident with , that

which I have abore given from the word of God to

E 2

# There is one late writer David Hume, Efq; who, it muſt

be confeſſed, hath excelled all that went before him in an ex: 1

traordinary account of the nature of virtue I have taken no

notice above of his principles, if they may be called So, becauſe

I think both him and them worthy of the higheſt contempt .
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Thus I have ſhown, that thoſe who believe the

doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs muſt be moſt holy

Šn their lives ; that the obligations to obedience are

Hot weakned , but ſtrengtbned and confirmed by its .

and would have diftained to have made mention of his name,

but that it affords me an opportunity of expreſſing my ſenſe

of the wrong meaſures taken by many worthy and able men,

who, in ſermons and other diſcourſes, give grave and ſerious

anſwers to his writings. As to himſelf, That man muſt be

beyond the reach of conviction by reaſoning, who is capable of

ſuch an inſult upon reaſon itſelf, and human nature, as to rank

all natural advantages, mental and corporeal, among the virs

ines, and their contraries among the vices. Thus he hath ex .

preſly named Wit, Genius, Health, Cleanlineſs, Taper Legs

and Broad Shoulders among his virtues ; diſeaſes he alſo makes

vices; and conſiſtently enough, indeed , takes notice of the in

fectious nature of ſomediſeaſes, which, I ſuppoſe, he reckons

an aggravation of the crime. And, as to mankind in general,

if they were at that paſs as to need a refutation of ſuch non

fenſe, as wellas impiety, it would be in vain to reaſon with

them at all. If I werc to contrive an anſwer to this writer,

it would be a viſible, inſtead of a legible anſwer : itwould be

po employ a painterto make a portrait of him from the life ;

to encompaſs him with a few Hieroglyphics, which it would

notbe difficult to deviſe ; to inſcribe upon his breaſt theſewords,

HEALTH.CLEANLINESS; and BROAD SHOULDERS ;

and put the following Sentence in his mouth, which he hath a

dopted from a French author, FEMALE INFIDELITYwhen

it is known is a ſmall matter, and when it is not known, is nothingo

This would be very proper when applied to hisu ritings , who,

as well as his friend and coadjutor without a name, makes

our moſt important reaſonings upon many ſubjects to reſt ultimately

supón ſenſe andfeeling. It is probable some over delicate perſons

will think this is not treating him with ſufficient decency ; but

tillthere be a plán agreed upon, of the meaſures of decency

due from infidels to Chriſtians, and from Chriſtians to infidels,

whether he does not deſerve far worſe treatment from any who

believes the goſpel, I leaye to the judgment of thoſe who will

read his writings .

1
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This any impartial perſon may be convinced of, who

will reflect, that it is hardly poſſible to conceive an

obligation to duty, of any kind , which may not be

reduced to one or other of thoſe above-named : andy

if I am not miſtaken , none of them can operate fo

ſtrongly upon any other ſcheme, as upon that which

is here eſpouſed , and which is ſo cvideatly founded.

upon the ſcriptures of truth .

There is however one general conſideration, which

it would be wrong to omit, in ſhewing the friendly

imfluence of this doctrine upon holineſs of life, altho"

it doth not ſo properly fall under the notion of a dit

rect obligations that is , the great encouragement given

in it to the ſtudy of purity and holineſs by the proſpect

of fuccefs. Deſpair of ſucceſs cuts the finews of dili

gence in every enterprize. And particularly upon the

fubject of religion, nothing more effectually enervates

our reſolutions, and leads to a fullen , defpondent ne

glect of duty, than an opinion that we ſhall not fucs

ceed in attempting it, or ſhall not be accepted in our

endeavours after it, or our imperfe&t attainments in it.

But the doctrine of juſtification by the free grace of

God , through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jefus,

gives thegreateſtencouragement to all who will return

to their duty. This encouragement naturally divides

itſelf into two branches; iſt, The fure hope of accepe

tance through Chriſt. 2dly, The powerful and effec

tual aid provided for them in the holy Spirit, which he

hath purchaſed, and beſtows for their fanctification ...
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Firſt, The ſure hope of acceptance through Chriſt

Jeſus. Although ſin hath greatly blinded the minds

of men, there is ſtill ſo much of the work of the law

written in their bearts, as muſt make them ſenſible

that in many things they offend , and muſt give them

ground of follicitude and fear, while they expect to be

juſtified by their own merits . Accordingly we find ,

that except the groffeſt and boldeſt infidels, of which

fort this age hath furniſhed fome examples *, all claſſes

of men confeſs themſelves guilty of many fins, faults ,

or failings ; fome exprelling themſelves in a ſtronger,

and fome in a fofter ftile, according to the greater of

leſſer degree of the depravation of natural conſciencei

If there is any meaning then in theſe words, they muſt

be liable to the diſpleaſure of God in fome refpects;

for which they cannot themſelves atone ; and muſt

therefore labour under, at leaſt, much uncertainty as

to their acceptance. This muft weaken their hands,

and flacken their diligence, in an attempt fo precari

ous in its fuccefs.

Perhaps ſome may fay, that this is only levelled a

gainſt thoſe who deny all fatisfaction , or all ofe of the

merit of Chriſt, but not againſt thoſe who expect to:

be juſtified by their ownmerit fo far as it goes, and

truſt in their Saviour for making up what is wanting

in themſelves. But of ſuch I would aſk , how they

* Vide Eſſays on the principles of morality and natural re

ligion. Theſe eſfays conclude with an addreſs to the Supreme

Being, which contains the following words ; What mortals term

fin, thou pronounceſt to be only error ; for moral evil vaniſhes, in fome

meafure, from before thy more perfect ſight.
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Thall be ſatisfied , that they have gone as far with their

own merit as is requiſite, if there is any ſtreſs to be

laid upon it at all ? Will they ſay, as ſome fooliſhly

do, that they do all in their power, and truſt in Chrift

for ſupplying what may be ſtill deficient ? If they dare

reſolutely ſtand to this plea at the laſt day, when God

ſhall judge the ſecrets of all hearts, that they have

done all in their power, there is really nothing want.

ing to them ; they need no ſaviour, they need no par

don : but this is what po mere man that ever lived

can ſay with truth . So that upon any ſcheme, but an

entire reliance on the merits of Chriſt for juſtification

before God, there muſt ſtill be a dreadful uncertainty,

inconſiſtent with that liberal and ingenuous freedom

with which the children of God love and ſerve him .

Theſe, ſtrongly penetrated with a ſenſe of duty and

obligation , deeply humbled under a ſenſe of fin , and

reſting on the perfect atonement made by their Saviour

and ſubſtitute, ſerve him with alacrity and pleafure,

wearing the bonds of love ; and , knowing the weak

neſs of their beſt ſervices while here, they long for that

bleſſed time when they ſhall be made perfectly holy,

ſhall for ever acknowledge themſelves indebt

ed , for their place in heaven, and their continuance

there, to the grace of God, and the love of their

Redeemer.

and yet

The other branch of the encouragement which be

lievers in Chriſt have to diligence in duty, is the pro

miſe of the holy Spirit to lead them unto all truth,

and guide them to all duty . This promiſe is expref

ly made to believers, and their ſced after them , in
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every age of the church , to the end of the world .

Thus ſays the apoſtle Peter, Andyeſhall receive the

gift of the holy Ghoft ; for the promiſe is to you , and

to your children , and to all that are afar off, even

as many as the Lord our God ſhall call * . And it

is to this plentiful effuſion of the Spirit, that the pro

phets aſcribe the purity and proſperity of the church

in the latter days . For I will pour water upon him

that is thirſty, andfoods upon the dryground : Iwill

pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my bleſſing upon

thine offspring, and they fall ſpring up as among

the graſs, as willows by the water courſes I.

I am fenſible, that the nature and form of the ar

gument doth not permit me at once to ſuppoſe the

truth of this, and to make uſe of the direct agency

and effectual operation of the Spirit of God to prove

the holineſs of his ſaints . But it may be eaſily made

appear, that the belief and perſuaſion of this muſt

have the ſtrongeſt influence in animating their own en.

deavours. What more proper for ſuch a purpoſe than

the beliefof an almighty aid, certainly to be exerted

in their behalf ? muſt not this invigorate their powers,

and preſerve them from ſinking thro' fear of the num

ber and ſtrength of their adverſaries ? Nothing but ige

norance of themſelves can make them boaſt of their

own ſtrength . The reſult of experience in the ſtudy

of holineſs, muſt be a humbling conviction of the force

of tenptation, and ſtrength of paſſion , upon the one

hand, and the weakneſs and feebleneſs of human rck

Alts ii. 38, 39. # Iſaiah xliv. 3 , 4
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ſon and reſolution on the other. Muſt it not then

be of the greateſt advantage to believers, to be under

an habitual perſuaſion of the preſence and operation

of the Spirit of God to fanctify them wholly ? With

out this the attempt would be altogether vain ; but

this makes the exhortation come with peculiar force

and energy, Work out your ownſalvation withfear

and trembling : for it is God that worketh in you

both to will and to do of his goodpleaſure * .

1

7

It will be a ſupport to the preſent argument to obi

ſerve, that ſome ſenſe of the weakneſs of human

nature, and its inequality to any thing arduous and

difficult, ſeems to have been pretty univerſal in every

country, and in every age of the world. Thus a

mong the ancient Heathens, of whom we have the

fulleſt account,
all greatenterpri

zes
were ſuppoſed to

be undertak
en

at theinſtigati
on

, and executed by

the aſſiſtance, of ſome ſuperior power . Their poets

always gave out, that thémfelv
es

were inſpired, and

their hero directed by ſome deity ; and moderns ges.

Derally ſuppoſe, thắt the very imaginat
ion

of this

hảd ſmall influence on the ſucceſs of the attempt

The interpoſi
tion

of deities was, indeed, fo remarko

able in the moſt eminent ancient poets, that it has

been reckoned a branch of their art, diſtingui
shed

by

a particula
r
name , called themachiner

y
, and is now

infeparab
ly

joined ,' at leaft, to one ſpecies of poetry .

Nay, it was a pretty general belief among ſome

nations; that every particula
r

perſon had an angel,

E 3

Philip. ii, 12, 138

no

{
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fpirit, or genius, to whoſe care he was committed ,

who affiſted him in difficulty, and protected him in

danger. Does not all this then evidently prove ,

that a perſuaſion of fuperior aid muſt have the moſt

happy influence on our activity and diligence in duty ,

and our progreſs in holineſs ? Doth it not make it

reaſonable to expect, that thofe who truſt to nothing

better than their own ſtrength will be proportionably

low in their attempts, and deficient in their ſucceſs ;

Bat that thoſe whoſe eyes are fixed for direction up

on God, and who live in a continual dependence on

his grace , will become truly partakers of a divine:

mature ?

Now , is not this the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of

the ſcheme of redemption by free grace, that it gives.

leſs to man , and more to God , than any other plan ?

It ſeems indeed particularly to point at this very de

fign, in every part of it, to abaſe the pride of man,

and to exalt the grace of God. Self-denial is the

firſt condition of the goſpel, and a renunciation of

all felf-dependence is the leſſon continued through

the whole of it. Surely in the Lord have I righte

ufneſs and ſtrength, may be called the motto of

every Chriſtian, is a ſhort and comprehenſive ſum .

mary of his faith , and the great foundation of his

hope and truſt. As then it has been ſhewn, that he

is habitually inclined to obedience, with what alacrity

and vigour will he apply himſelf to his duty, ſince

he believes that almighty power is conſtantly engaged

in his behalf ; and that however unable he may be

of himſelf, for any thing that is good, yet a thorough
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and effectual change will be wrought in him by divine

power ? What a firmneſs and fortitude muſt be in

fpired by the following paſſage of the prophet Iſaiah ,

and other promiſes in the fame ſtrain ? Haſt thou

not known, haft thou not heard, that the everlaſting

God , the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth .

Hot, neither is weary ? there is no ſearching of his:

underſtanding. He giveth power to the faint; and.

to them that bave no might be increaſethſtrength ..

Even the youths ſhallfaint, and be weary, and the

young men ſhall utterlyfall. But they that wait on

the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength :they shall mount:

up with wings as eagles ; they ſhall run and not be

weary, theyſhall walk and notfaint t.

But now , perhaps, after all the advantages ofthis

doctrine pointed out in the preceeding diſcourſe ,

fome will be ready to ask me, if itcannot poſfibly be.

applied to the encouragement of impiety, or ſerve

to foſter a fupine Toth and negligence ? To this I

am ready to anſwer, By fome who profeſs it, it may ;

but by thoſe who really believe it, it never can . There

is no part of the word, or providence of God, that

may not be, or that hathnot frequently in fact been,

abuſed to bad purpoſes, by wicked men under the

dominion of their luſts. But, in order to remove

ambiguity, it is proper to obſerve, that wherever

there is a national profeſfion ofany religious principles,

xhere muſt be many who are not believers, in any on

ther ſenſe than that they have been accultomed to

Iſaiah sl. 28.- 3
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hear ſuch and ſuch things aſſerted , have never ents

quired into nor doubted , ſeldom even thought of

them , and ſo do not disbelieve them . But there is .

a great difference between ſuch - a traditionary belief

as may produce a cuftomary profeſſion , and ſuch a

real and inward perſuaſion as will change the heart,

and influence the practice. That there may be fome.

of the firſt fort of believers in the doctrine of imput

ed righteouſneſs; who are not holy, or perhaps abuſe

it; ill underſtood , to unholineſs, I am willing to

allow ; but that all thoſe who believe it upon real

and perſonal conviction, muſt be moſt conſcientious

inthe practice of every moral duty , I hope, hath

been clearly made appear in the proceeding pages.

The above is all that was at firſt intended, in the

profecution of this argument : but, perhaps, it will

not be improper, before diſmiſſing the ſubject, to make

a few reflexions upon the reception which it bath

met with , and muſt ſtill expect to meet with in the ,

world , upon its importance and proper application

It is very certain, being neither denied by friends

nor enemies, That this doctrine hath , in all ages , not

only been attacked with the weapons of human wife

dom, but generally alſo loaded with much reproach

and contempt. After therefore it hath been ſo far

defended ; as may ſatisfy every impartial mind, and

its influence upon practice demonſtrated, I obſerve,

That whatever impreſſion this fact may make upon

others, it ſeems to me no ſmall confirmation of its

truth, as coming from Gody that it is contrary to
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the ſpirit of the world . This is both agrecable te

ſcripture and to ſound reaſon . The doctrine of

Chriſt crucified, the apoſtle Paul tells us , was to the

Jews a ſtumbling -block, and to the Greeks fooliſha

nefs * . And, ſpeaking of the effect of the publica

tion of this doctrine, he ſays, Ye ſee your calling,

brethren, how that not many wiſe men after the

fleſh, not many mighly, not many noble are called .

But God bath choſenthe fooliſh things ofthe world,

to confound the wife ; and God hath chofen the weak

things of the world, to confound the things which

are mighty; and baſe things of the world, and things

which are deſpiſed, hath God chofen, yea , and things

which are not, to bring to nought things that are të

This we are not to underſtand, as if the apoſtle yield

ed, that the goſpel was not agreeable to true wiſdom ,

or that the proper and legitimate uſe of human wife

dom would not lead us to embrace it : But it con

tains a ſtrong intimation of a truth not commonly at

tended to, that great natural abilities have pretty

much the ſame influeoce on mens moral character

with great wealth or temporal proſperity. They are

both apt to intoxicate the mind , and lead to pride,

arrogance , and ſelf- conceit : and perhaps intellec

tual pride is as great an obſtruction to the diſcovery

of truth , as any bad diſpoſition whatſoever. We

are alſo taught, that God ordered and diſpoſed of

things in this manner, for the wife ends of his pro

vidence, for the ſubjection of the arrogance and

1

F

• Cor. i. 23. t 1 Cor. i . 26-28;
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1

boaſted wiſdom of men ; or in the words of the

apoſtle, That no fleſh ſhouldglory in his preſence.

The reception then which this doctrine uſually meets

with , ſhould be ſo far from remaining as a prejudice

or objection againſt its truth or utility, that, on the

contrary , it ſhould contribute to ſatisfy us, that it is

the real and genuine doctrine of Chriſt, ſince it meets

with the ſame fort of oppoſition, and from the ſame.

quarter, with which this was encountered at its first

publication.

And indeed , beſides,this exact correſpondence bea .

* tween the event , and what the ſcripture gives us,

reaſon to expect, as to the reception of the goſpel

in the world , I apprehend it ought to be a general

prejudice in favour of its truth , confidering the ori

ginal it claims, that it doth not carry on it any of

the marks of human wiſdom . It ſeems to ly (if I

may fo fpeak ) quite out of the way of human ima

gination and contrivance, and is diametrically oppo

fite , in its whole tendency, to the moſt prevailing

human inclination ,viz. ſelf-cſteem , pride, and vain

glory. This indeed is the true reaſon why this

doctrine is fo unacceptable to the world, eſpecially

the ambitious part of it, that it is directly levelled a

gainſt their corrupt affections. It givesa view of the

holineſs, purity, and juſtice of God, which is into

lerable to all thoſe who are not willing to break their

league with ſin and vanity. And when it is truly

complied with , it not only divorces men from their
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former attachment to fin and ſenſuality, but will not

fuffer them to glory, even in their new character.

All who fubmit unfeignedly to the goſpel, both feel

and confeſs themſelves wholly indebted for forgive

neſs and acceptance, for their preſent holineſs and

their future happineſs, to the free, unmerited grace

of God. How hard ſuch a ſacrifice is , none can

conceive who have not ſome acquaintance with vital,

experimental religion . Now , what is the moſt na

tural inference from this ? Is it not, that we have

not the ſmalleſt reaſon to ſuſpect this doctrine to be

a cunningly deviſed fable , but may reſt affured , that

it is the wiſdom and the power of God for falva ,

tion , to every one that believeth

This leads me to obſerve, That if the reaſoning

whích the reader hath peruſed upon this ſubject be

juſt and concluſive, there is one circumſtance in which

this doctrine according to godlineſs eſſentially differs

from all other ſchemes or ſyſtems of morality. It

is, that any of theſe ſyſtems a man may underſtand , -

embrace and defend , without having his heart made

better, or his morals ſecured or improved by it at all ; -

whereas it is impoſſible, that any man can really,

and from the heart, embrace the doctrine of Chriſt's

imputed righteouſneſs, without being fanctified by

įt , dead to fin , and alive. to God. That the firſt of

theſe affertions is true, the lives and characters of:

E 2

Rom.i, 16.
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ſome noted writers on the foundation of morality ,

have been, and are an undeniable proof : ſome of

them do indeed expreíly yield it ; and it is evident

ly yielded, by implication, in all the late writings,

where there is fo frequent mention of the ſmall in

fluence that ſpeculation has upon practice. On this

is founded what a late acute and eminent writer

of juſtly calls the maſter prejudice of this age, viz .

65 The innocence of error . ” This may as well be

expreſſed by its counterpart, the unprofitablencfs or

inefficacy of truth, which ſurely ought to be but a

weak recommendation of what is called truth by

thoſe who hold ſuch an opinion .

That the other affertion is juſt, hath . been the

point undertaken to be made out in this eſſay: and

whoever will but conſider how unacceptable this doc

trine is to mankind in general, may be ſatisfied that

there can be no effectual inducement to embrace it,

till there be ſuch a diſcovery and ſenſe of the evil.

and danger of ſin, as is utterly inconſiſtent with a

voluntary continuance in it. The apparent ſtate of

the viſible church , in which vice and wickedneſs ſo

ſhamefully abound , will be no objection to this, if

what I hinted above be recollected *, that there is

a great difference between a nominal or cuſtomary

profeſſion, and real belief. As to the few more

zealous and eminent afferters of this doctrine, who

# Mr Warburton . * See page
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fometimes greatly diſhonour their profeſfion, the arr

ſwer is eafy. They are hypocrites by whom indeed

great offences do come ; and the weak and unſtable

fall over the ſtumbling -block, and are tempted to

doubt the reality of religion, by this diſcovery of the

fallhood of its profeſſors. But ſuch can never be :

fairly ranked among believers, whoſe garb and habit

they only treacherouſly wore, for ſome time, while

they were in the intereſt of another maſter t . We

† Perhaps ſome may think the late accounts publiſhed of

the Moravians an objection to the juſtneſs of this repreſentar

tion. They are faid to be great afferters of the doctrine of

imputed righteouſneſs ; and yet there have not only appeared

ſome bad men among them , but they are univerſally charged

as a ſect with moſt impious and ſcandalous practices. Peran

haps candour and charity might have led us to ſuppoſe, that

moſt, or all of theſe accuſations, were calumnious, if they

had been affirmed by none but avowed enemies to the doc

trines which they eſpouſe ; as the firſt Chriſtians were charged

by their enemies with eating human facrifices, when they met

in private to celebrate the Lord's Supper . But the caſe it

ſeems is otherwiſe here ; for ſome unſuſpected accuſers have

appeared, whom none can imagine prejudiced againſt them

for embracing the doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs. I con

feſs myſelf to have ſo little acquaintance with thoſe Hern

butters, as they are called , either as to their principles or prace

tices, that I cannot very fully handle the ſubject; but, if

there is no other objection to what is affirmed above, no doubt

an acquaintance with the true ſtate of the cafe would enable

us eaſily to remove this . Perhaps, after all, the bad prac

tices charged againſt them , may be only the conſequence of

fome deſigning perſons getting in among them , and a great

plurality may be innocent, or, at leaſt, comparatively fo .

But however this be, it is not certain (at least to me) that
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may fay of them as the apotle John fays, They

went out from us, but they were not of us ; for

if they had been of us, they would no doubt have

continued with us, but they went out that they

might be made manifeſt that they were not all of us * .

But this is not all; for the reception of the doctrine

of imputed righteouſneſs is not merely to be conſidered

as the beſt mean , comparatively, of producing, preſerv

ing and increaſing our ſanctification and purity, as fure

and effectual, while others are precarious, but it is the

only way, and all others are abſolutely infufficient for

the purpoſe. If this be indeed the doctrine of Chriſt,

the ſcripture-method of ſalvation, then it is not only

true, but a fundamental truth . Of this we are frequente

ly and folemnly affured in the word of God. I am the

way, (fays our Saviour) and the truth, and the life ; no

man-cometh unto the Father but by me t . So ſay the

poſtles Peter and John, Neither is therefaluation ini :

anyother : for there is none other nameunder heaven ,

given among men , whereby we muſt beſavedt It is

they really embrace the fame doctrine with us : They do in

deed talk much of the Lamb, fpeak of hiding themſelves .

in his wounds, &c, but I think their language is peculiar to

themſelves, and by no means the phraſeology either of ſcriptures

or of any other ſect of Chriſtiaus. Belides, as Count Zin

zendorf, their leader, takes upon him to be a prophet, it is

probable, they are juſt a ſet of deluded people, drawn away .

by his art, who may much more properly be ſaid to believe .

io him , than in Chriſt .

| Jobo ii. 19 John xiy . 6. & Aas iv. 12
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therefore in vain for any to expect an effectual change

of life, bat by an acquaintance with Chriſt, and him

crucified . We have indeed the cleareſt evidence from

experience, that no human reaſon, no argument what

ever, drawn from worldiy conveniency , is at all ſuffici

ent to contend with violent and ſinful habits. We ſee

many examples of perſons of excellent underſtanding

and knowledge in other matters , nay, who can reaſon

ſtrongly and juſtly upon the bad conſequences of vice

in others , ſometimes even in themſelves, who will yet

go on to ruin their name, family, fortune and health,

while they are ſlaves to evil habits : nothing will change

them but the grace of God .

And aswe have ſeen ab , that our own righteouf

neſs in its beſt ſtate is wholly ineffectual for our accep

tance with God, fo all who have any expectations of

this kind from it plainly ſhow , that they have ſuch de

fective views of the extent and obligation of the divine.

law , as are inconſiſtent with an unfeigned univerſal fub

miſſion to it . This is a matter of the laſt importance,

and ought to be particularly recommended to the ſerie

ous conſideration of ſuch as may have, at ſome times,

fome imperfect convictions; fuch as from a wearineſs

and ſatiety of finning may give a temporary preference

to a life of religion, and raiſe a feeble ineffectual wila

with Balaam , that they might die the death ofthe righ

teous. Such ought to be told that no endeavours to be .

a little better than before, no abſtinence from ſome Gos

as a kind of atonement for others retaincd , no refolu
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tions taken on in their own ſtrength , no righteouſneſs

of their own offered or truſted in as the matter oftheir

juſtification, willbe accepted , or is worthy of being ſo;

that nothing will be truly effectual, till they ſee their

laſt condition, and believe in Chriſt, firſt for pardon,

and then for ſanctification, to the praiſe ofthe glory of his

grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the be

loved * . If theyhave any other plea, any other ground

ofhopeand truſt, it ſhall undoubtedly fail them ; they

muſt remain under a ſentence of juſt and legal con

demnation , and ſhall finally periſh ; for he that belie

veth in the Son hath everlaſting life ; but be that be

lieveth not the SonMall not ſee life, but the wrath

of God abideth on him, John iii . 36. $

* Eph . i . 6.

+ The applicationof theſe paſſages of fcripture, to the par

ticular principles above maintained, will, perhaps, be thought

to include in it a very ſevere and uncharitable condemnation of

many Chriſtians, who differ in judgment upon the point of ju

ftiácation . And indeed I pretend so great friendſhip to the fen .

timents fo frequently expreſſed of late, “ That it is a ſmall mat

ter what a man believes , if his life be good . " The aſſertion

might perhaps be allowed , if it did not contain a fooliſh and un

reaſonable fuppofition, that a man may believe wrong, and yet

have as good alife as he that believes right ; the contrary to

which will always be expected by him who gives credit to the

word of God , that his people are fan &tified through the truth. As

to Socinians and Pelagians, who are the greateſt oppoſers of the

truths above defended, I never did eſteem them to be Chriſtians

at all ; ſo the conſequence, with regard to them , may be eaſily

admitted . But it will be thought hard to ſay the ſame thing of

the Arminians. However, if the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is the

only ground of our juſtification , and the reception of him in this
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I'am naturally led to conclude this ſubject, by obſer-*

ving, that the importance, efficacy and neceflity of the

imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, ſhews how much it is

the duty of all miniſters of the goſpel, to make it the

main and leading theme of their fermons. The preach

ing of the goſpel is by the apoſtle Paul, in a very juſt

and expreſſive manner , ſtiled , preaching the unſearcha,

able riches of Chriſt. In him every prophecy, precepty

promiſe and truth is centered . His character and work

as a Saviour is held forth in a variety of lights in the

facred oracles, and in every opening or view that isgi

ven us, fo to ſpeak, of the diſpenſations of divine pro

vidence and grace, he is the chief figure, or the termia

F3

1

$

character the true principle of fanctification, I do not ſee how

we can avoid concluding the danger of thoſe who act upon any

other plan . And yet I am perſuaded there have been, and are

many goed men among them : which may be accounted for in

this manner, that their hearts are better than their understand

ings; that they are habitually under the government of princi

ples, which , thro' ſome miſtaken views, and groundleſs fears of

their abuſe, they ſpeak of more ſparingly, or rather ſeem to go

ſtabliſh the contrary poſitions. The proof of this aftertion I

take from their own writings, particularly fiom the difference

between their ſermons and other diſcourſes, and thoſe forms of

prayer which they have drawn up,and not only recommended to

others, but left behind them as a witneſs of their own exerciſe

in their cloſets . If they be ſuppofed to feel the ſentiments which

they expreſs in their prayers, it can eaſily be made appear that

theſe ſentiments can only be dictated by the doctrine of tree

grace If what they ſay of themſelves be true in its natural

and obvious meaning, and if they believe it, which charity oblio "

gesus to ſuppoſe, it muſt be altogether vain to lay the lealt

Nreſs upon their own rightçouſne ſs for their acceptance with

God.
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pation of the profpect. If therefore we would know

what eſteemis due to ourRedeemer in our hearts, and .

how high a place he ought to hold in our views of re

ligion , let us obſerve the regard paid to him by the ſa-

Cred writers. They derive almoſt all their motives to

cvery moral duty, fromwhat hehath done, and is ſtill

doing for us, and feem to delight even in the repeti- .

tion of his name. I am perfuaded thoſe whoare accuf

tomed to the devout and ſerious peruſal of the word of

God, will not reckon it exthuſiaſm , when I ſay, that

theſe writers appear to be warmed and elevated above

their ordinary meaſure, whien they celebrate his falva

tion ; and that both in the old and new teſtament,

wherever we meet with any paſſage fingularly lofty

and fublime, there we may be fure thatChriſt the Re

deemer is the immediate theme.

Juſtification by the free grace of God, tħro ' the re

demption that is in Chriſt Jeſus...was the doctrine taught

among Chriſtians, in the earlielt and pureſt ages of the

church . And their departure from it was the prelude

to that univerfal corruption of faith and worſhip, and

that relaxation ofdiſcipline,and diffolution ofmanners ,

wwhich took place in the ages following. It is alſo very

remarkable, that this doétrine was alwaysfully and die

ſtinctly taught in theſe churches whichnever fubmitted

to the tyranny, or received the corruptions of the Rom

mifh Antichriſt, I mean the churches ofthe Piedmonie

teſe vallies, which, by fo many judicious writers, are

fuppoſed to be the two witneſſes mentioned in the Roy
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velation , who fled into the wilderneſs from the perſee -

cution of the Beaſt, and propheſied in fackcloth. The

accounts which have been tranſmitted to us of the -

principles held by them , long before the reformation , .

plainly ſhow , that they maintained this doctrine from

the beginning. And as it is well known that the re

formation took its firſt riſe from the grofs and canda .

lous application of the doctrine of nierit in indulgen

cies, ſo all the reformers, without exception, were ftre

nuous afferters of free grace . This was reckoned by

them articulus ftantis aut cadentis ecclefiae, by

which the church muſt ſtand or fall. Particularly, our

reformers in both parts of this iſand agreed in preach . .

ing the fame doctrine, and the eminent piety of our fa . .

thers is a ſtanding evidence of its force and efficacy. .

It doth not perhaps become, and probably it would 2

not beſafe for me to enter into a particular examina

tion of the manner of preaching in the preſent age ;

and therefore my reflexions upon that fubject ſhall be

very few and general . What is moſt obvious in our.

preſent ſituation, and what ought to affect Chriſtians

with moſt concern , is , the great prevalence of infide

lity. This is the more ſurpriſing, that we have never

wanted, and do not at preſent want, many able and

eminent writers to ſtand up in defence of the goſpel,

and refute the changeable inconſiſtent reaſonings of in ---

fidels, whatever form they ſhall , from time to time,

think fit to affume, and on whatever principles they

Thall pretend to build . But, I am afraid, the beſt de
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fence of all is but too much neglected , viz . Zealous

aſliduous preaching the great and fundamental truths

of the goſpel, the loſt condemned ſtate ofman by na

ture, and the neceſſity of pardon thro' the righteouſ

neſs, and renovation by the Spirit, of Chriſt. This

would make a far greater number of thoſe who call

themſelves by the name of Chriſt, Chriſtians indeed ,

And the viſible efficacy of his doctrine would be a

fenfible demonſtration of its truth and divine original.

If theſe truths are not contradicted, it may be ſafely

faid, that they are by many kept more out of view

than formerly. And ſurely we have no great cauſe

to boaſt of our improvements in the preaching art, ff

its goodneſs is to be determined, like that of a tree ,

pot by its bloſſoms, but its fruit.

3

There is one obſervation which may ſatisfy us, that

the preaching of the croſs of Chriſt will moſt effectu

ally promote real reformation . It is, that thoſe preach

efs who, ( to ſay no more) approach neareſt to making

our own merit and obedience the ground ofour ac

ceptance with God, very feldom , if ever, give any

alarm to the conſciences of their hearers . Let them

recommend ever ſo pure and high a ſtandard ofmorals ,

they are heard without fear, and, if they preach ele

gantly, with pleaſure, even by the moſt profligate. To

ſuch preachers, all vain ,worldly -minded people, uſually

attach themſelves, where they have not cait off the

yery form of religion ; but moſt part of ſerious Chri

ftians, together with profeſling hypocrites, who cab
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not eaſily be diſtinguiſhed in this world, always follows:

preachers of another ſtrain . It is eaſy to ſee the rean

fon of this from what hath been ſaid above ; there are

none who ſet the ſtrictneſs and obligation of the law ,

the holineſs and juſtice of God, in ſo awful a light, as ,

thoſe who believe there is no ſhelter from the fanction :

of the law, and the wrath of an offended God , but in

the blood of Chriſt. Perhaps, I am already enſnared

and expoſed to cenfare, by affirming, that there are

among us preachers of different ſtrains. But.it is foi

certain a truth , that I cannot deny it ; and ſo impor

tant; that. I will not diſguiſe it.

Upon the whole, as the preſent aſpect of public afo

fairs, as the ſtate of the world , and character of the :

age, loudly call-upon all ofeveryſtation to exert them

ſelves with diligence for the ſupport and revival of.

truth and righteouſneſs: I hope the miniſters of the

goſpel will promote this end, by zealouſly labouring

to bring men to the faving knowledge of Chriſt, the

way, andthe truth, and the life -- The foundation

the tried fone--theprecious corner ftone, theſtrength.

and ſecurity of the building. To deny, explain away ,

er negleet to impart the truths of the everlaſting go-

fpel, is the way to leave the world in wickedneſs

but, by preaching them in purity, and with ſimplicity,

which , we have reaſon to think, will be accompanied

with the demonftration of the Spirit, Ginners are re

conciled unto God , the powerof Gn is broken in them ,..

the divine image is formed in them , and upon theſe



VINDICATION OF, & c .

truths their hopeofeternal life muſt reſt and depend .

Let us be ever ready to ſay with the apoftle Paul,

God forbid that Ifould glory, fave in the croſs of

our Lord Jefus Chrift *. And let us quicken our

diligence, andanimate our endeavours, by expreſſing,

with the pfalmift David , our faith in the perpetuity

of his kingdom . His name shallendure for ever :

his name ſhall be continuedas long as the fun : and

men fall be bleffed in him ; all nations Thall call

himbleſſed. Bleffed be theLord God , the God ofIf

rael, who 'only doth wondrozas "things. And bleffed

be his glorious name for ever ; and let the whole

earth be filled with his glory. Amen and Ament.

Gali vi. 14. + Pfal. lxxiii 17, 18, 19.

wils
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