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and places of refort, as well for the con

erecting buildings, or opening ſtreets,

venience as ornament of the faid city :

And whereas- - [Here mention is made
――――――――――

Hereas the city of Edin

burgh, the metropolis of

Scotland, is, by reafon of

its fituation, and the ſteep,

of the afvent, and by the narrow

and confined avenues leading to the prin

tral ſtreet thereof, rendered difficult of

res ; and the public hath not hitherto

of our prefent want of the feveral public

tions, afterwards mentioned in the Batu

offices, the exchange, and the communica

tory part] : And whereas the magiftrates

and council of Edinburgh have purcha

fed feveral houfes, with a view of pro

viding the aforefaid offices and exchange,

and making the aforefaid communica

tions : And whereas feveral noblemen,

many of the members of the college of

juftice, and other gentlemen, and alfo

the moft confiderable of the incorpora

by poffetfed of proper areas, either for tions of Edinburgh, fenfible of the great
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nominate a clerk and book-keeper, with

a yearly falary not exceeding 25 1. Ster

Fing to both, for themſelves and fervants,

to be proportioned as the commiflioners

fhall judge proper ; to caufe their books

be balanced before the expiration of the

act ; and in cafe there be any money,

houfes, grounds, or other effects, undif

pofed of, to appoint the purpoſes to which

the fame fhall be applied for further im

provements in or about the city, and to

make over the excrefcence, if any be, to

the magiftrates and council, for the ufe

of thecommunity, to be employed and

difpofed of according to the order ofthe

commithioners, expreffed in writing, and

put upon record in the books of council

and feffion, or the town-court books ;

which fhall be held by the magiftrates

and council as the rule of their procedure.

That this act ſhall be in force till the

third Mondayin June 1765, fo far as re

lates to the purchafing of buildings and

grounds ; but as to all the other powers,

it fhall be in force till the third Monday

in June 1774, and from thence to the

endofthe then next feffion of parliament.

To the author of the SCOTS MAGAZINE .

SIR,

Remarks on an essay on buman liberty.

Have been intending for fome time

collection ,I

to communicate to the world a few re

marks upon an effay on human liberty,

contained in a late treatife, intitled, Ef

far upon morality and natural religion.

While I was meditating this, I met with

a letter to that author in your Magazine

for Auguft laſt [xiv. 399.] , containing

feveral obfervations upon that effay, and

upon the very points in it which I had

refolved to confider. Thefe obfervati

ons I think exceeding juft ; but as they

are not altogether coincident with what

Iintended, as the fubject itself will be

univerfally acknowledged of the laft im

portance, and as different views of an ar

gument will ſtrike different readers, I beg

the favour ofyouto publifh what follows,

by way of appendix to what your for

mer correfpondent hath already offered.

The only thing new in that effay up

on liberty, fo far as I can difcern, is the

hor's allowing that men have a natu

VOL.XV.

165

ral feeling or confcioufnefs of liberty,

and are made to act as if they were free,

and yet afferting that this feeling is de

ceitful or delufive, not correfpondent to

real truth ; nay, that philofophy is ca

pable of difcovering this deceit, and

fhewing us that we act by a fatal necef

fity. All that he offers in fupport of

this ftrange compound opinion, is an

argument from analogy, That there are

delufive or deceitful perceptions convey

ed to us by our fenfes in the natural

world, that the reprefentations of objects

and their qualities differ from what phi

lofophy diſcovers them to be. Of this

he gives one particular inftance, from

the objects of fight, That a furface ap

pears fmooth and uniform, whereas it is

rough and uneven when examined with

a microfcope. He then obferves in ge

neral, that it is now univerfally admit

ted, that the qualities called fecondary

which we by natural inſtinct attribute to

matter, belong not to matter, nor exiſt

really without us ; that colour is not in

the object, & c. Now, an analogical

argument cannot be more effectually de

ftroyed, than by fhowing the falfehood

of the fact upon which it is founded. I af

firm therefore, that the obſervation he

makes, and takes for granted, is not juſt ;

ideas we our

andthe perfuafions we derive immediately

from them, are exactly according to truth,

to real truth, which certainly ought to

bethe fame with philofophic truth.

Let us confider firft the fecondary

qualities of matter in general. Theſe,

he fays, it is now univerfally admitted be

longnot to matter, though we by natural

inftinct attribute them to it. Whether

this hath been hitherto univerfally admit

ted in any fenfe that is ferviceable to his

hypothefis, I have fome doubt ; but if it

has, I intend to be the firſt exception,

and abfolutely refufe to admit any fuch

thing. For what is it we by natural in

ftinct attribute to matter ? It must be, as

I apprehend, one of thefe two things ;

either the very fenfations we feel, or

fome quality correfponding to them, that

is to fay, a capacity, power, or aptneſs
to produce thefe fenfations in us. That

the first of thefe are not in matter, I con
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that our fenfes do not lead us to aſcribe

them to it.
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fefs ; but neither does any man, not e

ven the moſt ignorant, attribute them to

it . And the other, viz. a power of

producing fuch fenfations in us, unque

itionablyis in matter. The imperfection

of our knowledge of the nature of ob

jects, together with the imperfection of

our language, which laft arifes from the

former, has introduced fome confufion

into this matter; but when we examine

accurately, we ſhall find, that it amounts

to no more than this, that external ob

jects are capable of railing a variety of

fenfations in us, expreffive of, and cor

refpondent to each of which, we give

the object an epithet. I touch a table,

and feel it refift my hand ; this I call

hardness. I tafte honey; and becauſe it

excites an agreeable fenfation, I call it

fweet. In the fame manner arife all the

epithets or fecondary qualities of objects ;

as, bot, cold; hard, foft ; dry, moift ; fweet,

four, &c. Nor if the moft ignorant

perfon in the world were ſtrictly exa

mined as to what he means by his ex

preffions, would he appear to have been

led by his fenfes into any belief but this,

that particular objects have a power of

exciting certain fenfations in him and o

thers which it is manifeft that they have.

There cannot be a more proper illuftra

tion of this matter, than the affertion

with which novices in philofophy ufually

aftoniſh their country-friends when they

return from the univerſity, with the flue

of the difpute. Ayoung ftudent affirms,

There is no heat in the fire. When this

is boldly contradicted , he asks, If the

fire feels any thing like what we feel

when we are warmed or burnt ? It is

immediately acknowledged not. Upon

this he fuppofes he hath obtained a victo

ry. But whoever only reflects a little,

will find, that the affirmation was idle

and abfurd, arifing from ignorance, not

from knowledge ; and that the opinion

ofthe vulgar upon this fubject is agree

able to truth : nor could it be better ex

preffed, but by a circumlocution , which

would be an inconvenience in language.

Let therefore any man only determine

clearly what he means by the fecondary

qualities of matter, and it can be cafily

thown, either that they are in matter, or

Let us next confider the particular in

ftance given by this author. A furface

appears fimooth and uniform, which when

examined with a microfcope is full of

ridges and hollows. Upon this, which

mayferve as a fample of all the inftances

that can be given, I obferve, firft, That

the report of our fenfes, either of fight

or touch, in this cafe, (for he does not

tell us whether he means one or both,

though I fuppofe it is chiefly the former),

is in no other refpect deceitful, or con

trary to truth, but as they do not difco

ver to us all that is poffible to be known

of any object, or that might be difco

vered by fenfes more delicately framed.

We ought to diftinguish between the te

ftimony of our fenfes, and the opinions

we may form upon, or the conclufions

we may draw from what they reprefent.

It is fufficient that the teftimony of our

fenfes be according to truth fo far as they

go, though they neither make us perfect

in knowledge concerning their objects,

nor even fecure us from error. A fur

face may have no hollows in it diſcover

able by our eyes, nor any roughness to

offend our touch ; but if we conclude

that there are no hollows in it that can

be difcovered by the fineit poffible ſenſe,

it is only our own falfe inference, and

no teftimony of our fenfes at all. It is

evident, that there are many different

degrees of fimoothness, the leaft perfect

of which is often termed finooth, even

whenthere remains a confcioufnefs that it

may be polifhed to a yet greater degree,

So that our judging a furface fmooth and

uniform, doth not to muchas include in it

a perfuafion that there are not ſmall hol

lows in it whichwe cannot difcern. How

would a parallel obfervation be received

in the cafe of any other fenfe ? Suppote

three perfons were together, and one of

them fhould hear a noife at a diſtance,

which the other two cannot perceive ;

will any man fay, that the fenfe of hear

ing in theſe is falfe or deceitful, becauſe

in the other it is quicker ? Or, to make

it exactly parallel to the cafe of the mi

croſcope, fuppofe amachine were formed

(as therehave been fome) Frogerfor col

lesting
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lecting and

communicating found ; when

this is applied to the ear, a man will hear

founds from a much greater diſtance than

without it ; but is it common fenfe to fay,

that for this reafon his fenfe of hearing

is deceitful ? Deceit or delufion takes

place only when fomething contrary to

truth is put in its room, not when truth

is concealed where there is no obligation

to difcover it. It might with equal pro

priety be faid, that our fenfes are deceit

ful, becauſe they do not difcover to us

every object in nature, and becauſe of

these objects every fingle fenfe doth not

dicover to us every fingle quality. I

fhall only add upon this obfervation,

that if the inftance given by this author

be admitted as a proper example of the

deceitfulness of fenfe, I will undertake,

for every inftance that he can give me of

a true perception, to give him five thou

fand that are falſe ; nay, I am confident,

not one inftance can be produced at all

that is not liable to the fame or a like

objection : and if fo, what becomes of

his own effay upon the certainty of our

fenfes, and indeed of his whole effays,

every one of which turns upon a feeling

as its hinge ?

But, zdly, What if I fhould fay, that

this negative miſtake (and this is the moſt

that it can be called ) of our fenfes , which

philofophy pretends to diſcover, is at

bottom falfe philofophy ; that the repre

fentation of objects to a natural and mi

croscopic eye are equally true, and that

the one ought not to be called even a

correction of, or more perfect than the

other? For if it be true, as is now com

monly afferted, that matter is divifible

in infinitum, then the greatnefs or little

nels of finite objects is wholly compara

tive or relative. What appears to us

fimall, not only may, but must appear,

to a creature of ſmaller and finer organs,

very great ; and what our fenfes do not

perceive at all, is to us as nothing, and

justly fo confidered. Nor are our fen

fes, in point of veracity, fo to speak,

bound to difcover to us any thing about

it. Yet, even in this laft cafe, we ought

not to reckon it any proof that a thing

doth not exist, that it is not the object of

our fenfes. It is evident in fact, that
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we are judges only of relative, not of

abfolute greatnefs or littleness ; or ra

ther, to fpeak more properly, greatneſs

and littlenefs are relative expreflions,

that muſt vary in their meaning accord

ing to the different circumftances of the

perfons and things about which they are

uſed : and we have reafon to believe,

that this is, according to the real truth of

things, abfolutely neceffary in created

natures ; and that it could not have been

ordered otherwife even by the almighty

Creator, becauſe it implies a contradiction .

That there is a peculiarity in the fenfe of

But, in thethirdplace, let it be obferved,

fight, that makes it liable to fome am

biguity. We do indeed ordinarily make

ufe of fight to pafs fome judgment upon

the magnitude, diftance, and figure of

bodies ; but it is at leaft very difputable,

whether thefe be the proper objects of

fight, or only oftouch . It is the opinion

of many, that light and colour only are

the proper objects of fight ; that it is by

experience we learn to make

uſe of it ; and that the judgments we form
any other

by it, of the bulk, fituation , and figure

of bodies, are only general and indif

by no means accurate and exact . Ifthis

tinct, ferving for common purpoſes, but

is the cafe, it is no wonder that we are

apt to fall into miſtakes

and to blame our fenfes as deceitful when

upon this fubject,

we ourfelves only are in fault. I ſhall

not enter into the proofs of this opinion ;

it is fufficient for my purpoſe, that it is a

probable opinion , and ferves to account

for any ambiguity we may apprchend in

the teftimony of the fenfe of fight. And

it is no fmall argument both forthe

bability and ufe of this opinion , that al
pro

moſt all the particular inftances that are

ufually given of the deceitfulness of fenfe,

are taken from the objects of fight, or

are of a mixt nature, and derive all

their perplexity from this fenfe.

never hear of a deceitful found, a deceit¬

We

ful finell, or a deceitful tafte ; but only,

that the objects we ſee, are not in all re

fpects the fame as we may imagine them

uponthe firft infpection . A fquaretower

at a distance appears to be round ; the

body of the fun feems to have but two

feet diameter ; objects in the fame line,

Bb 2
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though at different distances, appear to

be contiguous : what does this imply,

more than that an accurate difcovery of

the bulk, figure, and diftance of bodies,

cannot, and was never intended to be

madebyfight alone ? It is very probable,

from the manner in which children view

objects at first, that they appear to them

all in a plain, or rather that the image

makes a fenfible impreffion on the retina

of the eye, that it is by experience they

learn to place them at different diftances,

and by the connection of ideas that they

have an immediate perception of the di

ftance when the image ftrikes them.

Perhaps it may be objected, That co

lour, which is allowed to be the proper

object of fight, and of fight alone, is not

in the object, and yet is fuppofed in it.

I anfwer, It is as much in the object as

other fecondary qualities are. The ob

ject hath not our fenfation, but a power

to produce it ; and there is a real diffe

rence in the object to make it of a different

colour, viz. a peculiar difpofition of its

parts to reflect only rays of fuch or fuch

a kind. Upon the whole, it is nothing

elfe, but the very excellence ofthe fenfe

of fight, or its great ferviceableness to

us in more refpećts than its immediate of

fice, that gives occafion or any plaufibi

lity to its being charged with delufion.ver

Thus I hope it is evident, that there is

no foundation for afferting, that there

are any deceitful or delufive perceptions

conveyed to us by our fenfes in the natu

ral world ; and therefore no ground from

thence to infer, that any thing analogous

to it is to be found in the moral world.

I now proceed to confider an objection

which this author fuppofes may be made

to his opinion, and the folution he gives

of it. The objection is, If the deceitful

feeling of liberty be given us to act up

on, why deftroy its effect, by difcover

ing its falfehood, and letting us fee we

are underthe power ofneceflity ? He an

fwers, by continuing his analogy, That

as after we have difcovered by philofo

phy, that feveral appearances of nature

are only useful illufions, and that our

fenfible ideas do not correfpond to philo

fophic truth, this does not affect the phi

lofopher himself in ordinary action ; as

little will our opinions about liberty and

neceffity affect our conduct . This affer

tion I take to be ftill more wonderful

than the former, and is very furprifing

from one of this author's penetration.

Perhaps I may be miſtaken, but after the

moft exact inquiry of which I am capable,

Itake it to be abfolutely falfe in both its

branches, and withal moft clearly falfe in

the first branch, from whence the other

is inferred . So far is it from being true,

that philofophers continue to act upon

appearances after they have diſcovered a

truth contrary to them, whichis the only

cafe in point, that both philofophers and

every other man act in all cafes accord

ing to what they believe to be true, let

appearances be what they will ; and this

fo uniformly, that I am not able to con

ceive a cafe that may ferve as an excepti

on, unlefs perhaps the fingle inftance of

fpeech, that a philofopher fays the fun

and ftars rife, &c. though he believes

But with what
the earth to go round.

propriety can this be called acting ? It is

only making ufe of terms to convey a

me ning, which thefe words do as well

as any other ; and I dare fay, that if any

philofopher thought, that his faying the

fun rifes, would be conftructed as a de

nying the earth's motion, he would ne

again make ufe ofthat phrafe . Speak

ing according to appearances, when we

both believe and act upon the contrary

truth, is not peculiar to philofophers, but

common to all men. An equeſtrian fta

tue is often called a man upon horseback ;

but no man in his fenfes ever thinks of

maintaining a converfation with the ri

der, or borrowing his horfe to perform

a journey. Let it be obferved, that when

I here fuppofe it a poffible cafe, that ap

pearances may be contrary to truth, I

do not deftroy the reafoning in the for,

mer part of this letter. For though the

reprefentations we have from our fenfes

of any object be according to ftrict truth,

yet an additional difcovery concerning it

may fo alter the idea upon the whole,

as to make it cffentially different as amo

tive of action. How many hundred in

ftances may be given from ordinary life,

fhowing that no man acts upon appear

ances when any truth is difcovered by

experience
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experience that has an oppofite effect ?

Suppofe I fee a fruit- tree at a diſtance

from me, the branches of which appear

to be fo near the ground that I can ea

fily reach them ; this may probably in

duce me to go to it for the fruit : but if

upon trial I find that the diſtance decci

ved me, and that I cannot reach them,

the very fame appearance will never per

fuade me to repeat the experiment. Sup

pofe by my pofition that thefun or moon

appears to be contiguous with the top of

aturret; notwithſtanding this fenfible ap

pearance, fo long as I know that they

are really at an immenfe diftance, it will

never come in my mind to afcend the

turret in order to touch theſe heavenly

bodies . It is needleſs to give many in

ftances ofthis kind, of which every one

will fuggeft enough to himſelf; I ſhall

only obferve, in oppofition to this au

thor, that the truths we difcover con

cerning any object by experience or in

formation, inftead of having no effect,

ordinarily join themfelves fo clofely to

the fenfible idea, as to be ever after

wards infeparable, and not only en

large , but in fome cafes quite alter thei

dea itselffrom its firſt nature, and fo the

whole fyftem of action in confequence of

it. For example : When an ignorant

unfufpecting perfon firft fees a rattle

fnake, or fome other noxious animal, its

curious and beautiful form will probably

Excite his admiration, and make him fond

to look upon or touch it ; but when he

knows its nature thoroughly, the very

fame beautiful form will never be ſeen

but with abhorrence. We may take an

example ofthe fame thingfrom our own

fpecies. There are to be found both

men and women, the beauty and come

Lines of whole perfons make them ad

mired and loved when firſt feen, but

their tempers and difpofitions are fuch,

that all who know them perfectly, fee

them with diſguſt, and come to have an

averfion at their very features, through

the clofe connection of the idea of their

character with that of their perfons.

Theſe indeed are not philofophical difco

veries ; but they are truths, truths diftinct

from the fenfible reprefentations of ob

jees; and their efficacy, as that of all
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other truths, on practice, depends upon

their being really believed, and not upon

the manner of our arriving at the know

ledge ofthem. I have allo chofen them

on purpofe, that the argument from them

might be clear ; becauſe many diſcoveries

purely philofophical, make no manner

of alteration in the object, or the idea of

it, and fo cannot have any effect upon our

actions. After we know all about the

nature or caufe of colour that the lateſt

obfervations can teach us, the effect and

ufe of colour is abfolutely the fame, and

every man acts equally agreeably to

philofophic as to apparent truth. But,

on the other hand, are not all the ma

thematical difcoveries that can be applied

to practice, applied to it in fact ? And

we may reft affured, that whatever phi

lofophy diſcovers to us of any object, dif

ferent from the fenfible appearance, that

would have had an effect if it had been

part ofthe fenfible appearance, has as in

fallible an influence, provided it be belie

ved, as if it had been felt.

Thus there is no reaſon from this ana

logical argument to conclude, that the

belief of the doctrine of neceffity would

have no effect upon our conduct ; on the

contrary, as the fuppofition of it makes

fo great a difference in the nature ofour

actions, there is all imaginable reaſon to

think that it muſt have a very remark

able influence. But is it not ſtrange,

that there should be any difpute upon

this fubject at all, fince experience feems

plainly to teftify that it has an influence

in fact ? How many perfons in the world

do we hear juftify themselves in their

crimes, and excufe their folly, by al

ledging the impulfe of inevitable necef

fity ? An abufe of the doctrine of pre

deftination as conftraining their choice,

is the conftant refuge of our common

people, and is perhaps of all other con

fiderations that which moft effectually

hardens them in wickednefs . Is it not

a known inftance in hiftory, that even

K. William III. derived his uncommon

bravery, in a great meaſure, from an un

fhaken belief of the doctrine of fate, and

an application of it to practice ? He be

lieved, that the time of his death was

unalterably fixed; and thence inferred,

that
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that he was as fafe in the heat of an en

gagement as in any other place. Nay,

befides particular perfons, we are much

abufed in hiftory, if almoft the whole

people of the Turkish empire do not act

upon the fame principle in the moft in

tereſting cafes. We are affured, they

go without fcruple into the houfes where

the plague is, believing that if it be or

dained for them, they cannot efcape it ;

and if otherwife, they cannot be infected.

This is ufually fuppofed to be the reafon

why the plague makes fuch terrible ha

vock among them ; and we were lately

told, as a piece of very great news, that

are to a

their rigorous adherence to thefe maxims.

When theſe facts are fo well known,

with what fhew of reafon can any man

affirm , that the belief of the doctrine of

neceflity can have no influence upon

practice ? Perhaps it may be faid, that

the two laft mentioned examples relate

to the neceffity of events, and not the

neceflity of actions. But by what ar

guments can it be fhewn, that the belief

ofthe neceffity of events has an influence

upon practice, and that ofthe ncceffity of

actions none at all ? Ofthe two, the laft

hould rather have the greateft effect.

Befides, both in truth, and in the opinion

of moſt people, they are infeparably con

nected, and the one is included in the o

ther. Ifhall alfo venture (though perhaps

it may be improper, and of little force)

to add, that if any credit will be given

to my affertion, I know feveral perfons

upon whom the belief of the doctrine of

neceflity has a very remarkable effect,

and very unfavourable to their virtue,

as it fets their confciences quite at cafe,

even by their own confeffion . And not

a few apprehend, that it has had an effect

upon fome ofthe writers on this fubject,

and made them at leaſt think, that what

other mortals term fin, is neither more

blameable nor more dangerous than er

ror. It muſt be confeiled, that the in

fluence of this doctrine is not equal upon

all who pretend to believe it, nor upon

the fameperfons at all times. The plain

reafon of which is, that their natural

confcioufnels of liberty is fometimes too

Atrong for their philofophic opinion, and

Vol. xv.

But whomakes their faith to waver.

ever firmly believes it to be true, and

keeps it conftantly in his eye, cannot

poflibly act upon another plan . To

conclude this long letter, I hope this au

thor is a man of virtuous difpofitions,

and means no harm to the cauſe of vir

tue ; but I have met with very few who

think that this effay has contributed any

thing to its fupport [ xiii, 185.] .

I am, &c. J. W.

To JOHN WILK
ES, of Aylesbu

ry
, Efq,

My deareft MrWilkes,

Our letter of December 12. alarm

Y ed me,by you , got

fuch a dangerous fall off your horfe.

Moderate exercife is good, but dangerous

exercife, fuch as riding a fiery hole, is

not commendable ; and if you would

oblige Mrs WILKES, if you would ob

lige all your friends, and all good men,

who conceive great hopes from you, you

will be more cautious for the future.

We had a terrible inftance in the news

papers lately of a man fpoke wonder

fully well of, who got his death by fuch

a fall.- As to altering any thing in

the addrefs to you before the Appendix,

I durft not do it without your participa

tion, unleſs you had fuggefted fomething

you would have had changed ; and by

this time I fuppofe it is published : ifnot,

I beg you caufe change any thing you

think proper. I wroteto Mr Millar, af

ter prefenting fome copies to gentlemen

in London, to fend down five copies of it

to Lord Blantyre at Edinburgh, to begi

ven to particular friends there, and I with

you would fpeak to him ofit.As to the

itate of my difeafe, unleſs I would make

fuppofitions contrary to all probability

I have no reaſonable hopes of recovery

the fwelling which began at my legs

being now got up to my belly and head

I am a trouble to all about me, eſpeci

ally to my poor wife, who has the life

of a flave night and day, in helping me

to take care of a difeafed carcafe. Yet

may linger on a while, as I can ſtill walk

a little through the room , and divert my

felfnow and then with reading, nay and

writing down my remarks on what

read . But I can with fincerity afflur

--

you
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