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TO THE

DEPARTE
D GHOST,

OR

SURVIVING SPIRIT,

Of the late Reverend

Mr. Minifter in

WORTHY SIR,

D

1

URING a great part of the time I ſpent, in

compofing the following treatife, I was fully re-

folved to have fent it abroad by itself, and not to have

dedicated it to anyperfon inthe world : and indeed, in

a confined fenfe of the word WORLD, you fee I have

ftill kept myreſolution . The reafon of this myintended

purpoſe was, that I find the right honourable the earl

of Shaftsbury, in an advertiſement, or ticket, prefixed

to his works, hath expreffed a contempt, and difdain

of all dedications, prefaces, or other difcourfes, by

wayofforerunners to a book. This he feems to think,

amean and cowardly way in an author, of creeping in

to the world, and begging the reception which he dares-

not claim.

Being fatisfied therefore ofthe juftneſs of this obfer
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vation, and being alfo fomewhat confident (as his lord

fhip feems to have been) of the intrinfic worth of my

performance, I intended to come forth in this maſterly

manner.

But, upon a more mature deliberation, I difcovered

that the only objections againſt dedicationswere, the ſelf-

diffidence juft now mentioned, and the fufpicion of

flattery for ſelfiſh ends, which is fo contrary to difin-

tereſted benevolence ; fo that if I could frame a dedica-

tion, which ſhould be quite beyond the imputation of

any of theſe two purpoſes, I fhould then wholly eſcape

his lordship's cenfure. This aim, I think, I have fallen

nothing fhort of, when I have dedicated this book to

you, moft illuftrious SHADE ; as my moſt malignant ene-

mies cannot but grant, that I could have no expectation

ofyour encouraging me, either by buying my book,

recommending it to others, or giving it away to the

poor ; nay, or even fo much as voting for my tranf

portation to a better benefice inAffembly orCommiffion.

It ſtartled me a little, that this conduct might per-

haps, by evil difpofed perfons, be reprefented as an ap

proachto Popery, and refembling their worſhipping of

faints; but, I hope, this can fcarcely be imputed to

mein the prefent cafe, fince you never were eſteemed

a faint while you lived, nor ever thirſted after that title.

Another more material objection occurred to me,

that a dedication to a dead man, is either almoft, or alto-

gether unprecedented. But I am not much concerned

though this method of proceeding fhould be thought

bold and new, because this is the character which the

incomparable Mr.- gives of his own Effays upon the

principles of morality and natural religion. Befides, I

am not altogether deftitute of authority; for the memor.

able Dean Swift has ufed the freedom to dedicate his

Tale ofa Tub to Prince Pofterity. I have alfo feen a

fatirical poem, calledJure Divino, dedicated, with great
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folemnity, to Prince (or rather I believe to King) Rea...

fon. Iftherefore one oftheſe authors might dedicate a

book to a faculty of the human mind, and the other to

an abſtract idea, I hope it is no great prefumption inme

to dedicate mine to you, though inftatu mortuorum ;

efpecially as there is not a living man who hath fo good

a claim to the complement of a treatiſe upon myfubject.

But a more gravelling difficulty than any of thefe kept

me fometime infufpenfe, viz. how to get the book pre-

fented to you, as I did not find in myfelfany inclinati-

on to depart this life, in order to tranfport it. After

much trouble I was at length relieved by reflecting, that

Mr. Pope has affured us, that the ghofts ofdeparted la-

dies always haunt the places in which they delighted

while theywere alive ; and therefore, from analogy, it

is to be fuppofed, that the fame thing holds with regard

to departed minifters. If this is the cafe, I look upon

it as certain, that your chiefrefidence is in the Affembly.

houfe at Edinburgh, whereyou have, in your life-time,

both given and received fo much pleafure. For though

I will not limit you, in your unembodied ftate, from

making circuits through the country, and visiting fy-

nods, or presbyteries, particularly in the M-le and

Gy, where there are fo many men after your

own heart ; yet I dare fay you will not be abfent from

the Affembly, or any of the quarterly meetings of the

Commiffion, which hath fo often faved the church from

impending dangers.

It is therefore my purpofe to go to Edinburgh in May

next, whenthe Affembly meets, of which I am amem-

ber, andthere to lay before you my performance, hop-

ing it will prove most delicious and favoury to all your

fenfes, 'tothe names of which, and the manner of their

prefent operation, I am wholly a stranger.

It is probable you have not been accustomed thefe

two or three years by-paft, to hear your own praifes

B
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celebrated, and therefore I fhall no farther launch out

into them than to fay, that there is not one branch of

the character recommended in the following pages, in

which you were not eminent ; and that there never was

one ſtone byyou left unturned, for promoting thegood

cauſe.That you may ftill fit upon thethrone, and,

by your powerful, though inviſible, influence, make

the intereſt of moderation prevail, is the ardent wiſh,

and the pious prayer of,

90

SIR,

Your moft obedient,

and admiring ſervant,
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ECCLESIASTICAL

CHARACTERISTI
CS.

INTRODUCTION.

TH

HE reader will doubtless agree with me, that mode.

ration is an excellent thing, and particularly the

nobleft character of a church-man . It is alfo well

known, that as all churches have ufually in them a mode-

rate, and a zealous, high-flying, wild party ; fo our church

hath, at preſent, a certain party, who glory in, and fight

for moderation; and who (it is to be hoped juftly) appro-

priate to themſelves wholly the character of moderate men ;

neither is it a ſmall prefage of a glorious and bleſſed ſtate

ofthe church, in its approaching periods, that ſo many of

our young men are fmitten with the love of moderation,

and generally burn with defire to appear in that noble and

divine character.

This hath inſpired me with the ambition and expectation

of being helpful in training up as many as are defirous of it,

in this moſt uſeful of all fciences : for however perfectly it

is known, and however fteddily practifed by many who are

adepts ; and notwithſtanding there are fome young men, of

pregnant parts, who make a fudden and furprizing profici-

ency, with much affiftance ; yet I have often obferved, that

there are ſeveral perfons, who err, in many inftances, from

the right path, bogle at fundry particular ſteps of their lead-

ers, and take a long time before they are thoroughly cor-

firmed in their principles and practice. The fame perſons

alfo, by an unſtable conduct, or by an imprudent, or un-

feaſonable diſcovery of their deſigns, have brought a reproach

2
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upon their party, and been an obftruction to whatever work

they had then in hand.

Thefe bad effects, I humbly conceive, flow chiefly, if not

only, from the want of a complete fyftem of moderation,

containing all the principles of it, and giving a diftinct view

of their mutual influence one upon another, as well as prov-

ing their reaſonableneſs, and fhewing, by examples, how they

ought tobe put in practice.

There is no work of this kind, to my knowlege, yet ex-

tant, which renders my preſent undertaking of it the more

laudable, and will, I hope, render it the more acceptable.

.
I must inform the reader, that after I was fully convinc-

ed of the neceffity of fome fuch piece as what follows, but

before I entered upon it myself, I earneftly entreated ſeve-

ral of the moft eminent men of the moderate ſtamp among

us, theſe burning and ſhining lights of our church, who are,

and are eſteemed to be, our leaders, that fome of them

would fet about it. However they all devolved it upon me,

and made this fatisfying excufe for themſelves, that they were

fo bufied in acting moderation, that they could not have

time to write upon it. This foon led me to think what

would become of many noble defigns, and what advantage

our difcontented zealots might take, if any of the expert

fteerfmen of this ecclefiaftical veffel of ours, ſhould retire

from the helm but fo long time as would be neceffary to

bring a work of fuch a nature, to the perfection in ſtrength,

fymmetry, and clegance, that the reader will perceive, even

this of mine is arrived at.

I ſhall now proceed to the principal part of the work, af-

ter I have informed the reader of the plan of it, which is

briefly this, to enumerate diftinctly, and in their proper or-

der and connection, all the feveral Maxims upon which mo-

derate men conduct themſelves : and forasmuch asthe juſtice

of many of them, being refined pieces of policy, is not ve

ry evident at firft fight, I fhall fubjoin to each an illuſtrati-

on and confirmation of it from reafon, or experience, or

both. N. B. I ſhall make but very little uſe of feripture,
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" becaufe that is contrary to fome of the maxims themſelves,

as will be ſeen in the fequel.

ΜΑΧΙΜ Ι.

All ecclefiaftical perfons, ofwhatever rank, whether princi-

pals of colleges, profeſſors ofdivinity, miniſters, or even

probationers, that are ſuſpected ofherefy, are to be eſteem-

ed men of great genius, vaft learning, and uncommonz

worth, andare, by allmeans, to befupported and protected_

All moderate men have a kind of fellow-feeling with he-

refy, and as foon as they hear of any one ſuſpected, or in

danger ofbeing proſecuted for it, zealouſly, and unanimouf

ly rife up in his defence. This fact is unquestionable. I

never knew a moderate man in my life, that did not love

and honour a heretic, or that had not an implacable hatred at

the perfons and characters of herefy-hunters ; a name with

which we have thought proper to ftigmatize theſe fons of

Belial, who begin and carry on profecutions against men for

herefy in church courts.

As to the juftice of this maxim, many folid reafons may

be given for it. Compaffion itſelf, which is one of the

fineft and moft benevolent feelings of the human heart,

moves them to the relief of their diftreffed brother.- An-

other very plain reafon may be given for it ; moderate men

are, by their very name and confiitution , the reverſe, in all

refpects, of bigotted zealots. Now, it is well known, that

many ofthis laſt ſort, both clergy and common people, wher

they hear of a man fufpected of herefy, conceive an averfior

at him, even before they know any thing of the cafe ; not

after he is acquitted (as they are all of them commonly in

our church courts) can they ever come to entertain a favour

able opinion ofhim . The reverſe of this then is to be as early

and as vigorous in his defence, as they are in his profecuti

on, and as implicite in our belief of his orthodoxy, as they

are in their belief of his error.
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I remember, when I was diſcourſing once to this purpoſe,

a certain raw unexperienced perfon faid, he had always

thought, that not moderation, but lukewarmneſs and indif

ference to truth, was the reverfe of exceffive zeal, and that

moderation was fituated in the middle betwixt the two. To

whom I answered, Young man, you do not reflect, that no

fiery man can be refifted but by one as fierce, nor overcome

butby one fiercer than himſelf: if, therefore, no-body would

oppoſe the zealots, but fuch calm midſmen as you mention,

in everyfuch inftance the balance ofpower muſt lean to their

fide, and the poor heretic muſt fall a facrifice, to the no

fmall detriment of the caufe of moderation ; which, bythe

by, is commonly ſupported by the heretics in their ſtations,

and therefore they deferve a grateful return.

This brings to my mind another reaſon for the máxim,

viz. that heretics being fo nearly related to the moderate

men, have a right to claim their protection out of friendſhip

and perfonal regard. This ferves a very noble end, for it

vindicates the Chriſtian religion from the objection of ſome

infidels, who affirm, thatit does not recommend private friend-

fhip : now, moderate men having all a very great regard to

private friendſhip, and perfonal connexions, do, by their

practice, which is the moſt folid way, confute their flander.

error,

I may add to theſe another argument for the great character

ofheretics, as afferted in the maxim, which I picked upfrom

the preaching of a feceding minifter. He told his hearers,

that when the devil looks out for an inftrument to propagate

he never makes choice of a weak filly man, but one

able and learned ; as well knowing, I fuppofe, that though

God can ſupport his caufe by any inftrument whatever, yet

he needs always the beft, and moſt fufficient he can get.

Now, though I hope no man will reckon me of this fanatic's

principles, fo far as to think the devil the fource of error, yet

this citation ferves my purpoſe, as it fhews that he himſelf

was convinced of the ability and learning of heretics ; and

all the world knows, that the teftimony of an enemy is the

trongeſt of all evidences upon a man's fide.
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Iſhall conclude thismaximwith obferving, that fuch tender-

nefs for heretics, however due fromfome, is yet, in many of

the moderate character, an inſtance of the moſt heroic and ge

nerous friendſhip. It is quite difintereſted, as they themselves

run not the ſmalleſt hazard of ever being in the like circum-

ftances. Heretics are commonly an honeſt fort of people, but,

with all their book-learning, of nó great ſtock of prudence

or policy. They publiſh and affert whatever they believe up-

on all points, without confidering the reception it is liketo

meet with, from thoſe of oppoſite principles. They affront

the public to its face, which lord Shaftſbury tells us ought not

to be done. On the other hand, men, thorough-paced in

moderation, difcover their principles only at fuch times, and

to ſuch perſons, as are able to bear them. By this means

they preferve themſelves from herefy; and indeed they can-

not fall into it, unleſs by miſtake : in which cafe, as foon

as they are challenged, (if it is like to be attended with any

temporal inconveniency) they deny it, explain it away, or

repent, and afk pardon.

In all this they follow the noble example ofMr. —, who,

in the Aſſembly debates upon profeſſor Simſon's affair, hap-

pening to fay fomething that was challenged by one preſent

as herefy, immediately replied, Moderator, if that be herefy,

I renounce it.

MAXIM II.

When any man is charged with looſe practices, or tendencies

to immorality, he is to be ſcreened and protected, as much

as poffible, efpecially if the faults laid to his charge be, as

they are incomparably well termed in a fermon, preached

by a hopeful youth, that made fome noife lately, good-hu-

moured vices.

The reafon upon which this maxim is founded, may be

taken from the reafons of the former, mutatis mutandis

there being fcarcely any of them that does not hold equally
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n both cafes : a Libertine is a kind of practical heretic, and

s to be treated as fuch. Dr. Tillotfon obferves, in one

of his fermons, that the worst of all herefies is a bad life :

ow, if inftead of worst, which is an uncomely expreffion,

you would read greateſt in that paffage, then a Libertine is

The greateſt of all heretics, and to be honoured in proporti.

on . Even the apostle Paul (who is very ſeldom of any uſeto

is in our reaſonings) ſeems to ſuppoſe, that they are men of

noſt knowlege, who are moſt free and bold in their practice ;

nd that they are only weak brethren who are filled with

cruples. The weak man is reſtrained and confined by his

arrow conſcience, but the ſtrong man believeth that he may

at, and, by parity of reafon, drink all things.

Let it alſo be obſerved, that good-humoured vices are cer-

ainlyfocial pleasures, fuch as flow from, and how benevo

ence ; and this is an affection for which our whole fraternity

ave the higheft regard, infomuch that the very word has be

ome the Shibboleth of our party.

I muſt not, however, omit taking notice, to prevent mis

takes, of one exception that muſt be made from this maxim ;

hat is, that when the perſon, to whoſe charge any faults are

aid, is reputed orthodox in his principles, in the common

cceptation of that word, or comes in by orthodox influence,

n that cafe, they are all to be taken for granted as true, and

he evil of them fet forth in the livelieft colours. In confe-

uence ofthis, he is to be profecuted and torn to pieces on ac

ount of theſe crimes. Butif it fo happen, that he cannot

e convicted upon a trial, then it is beſt to make uſe ofthings

s they really are; that is, to exprefs fufpicions, to give. in-

enious and dubious hints, and, if poffible, ruin him without

ny trial at all. There was a noble example of this given a

ew years ago, in the cafe of a fettlement in the bounds of

prefbytery, very many of whom are eminent in moderati-

n. In that cafe, there were feveral faults laid to the charge

of the candidate ; and yet, though he himself very much in-

ifted upon an enquiry into their truth, and a judgment up-

n their relevancy, the prefbytery wifely refuſed to do either
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the one or the other, but left them to have their own natural

weight in fame, rumour, and converſation.

The neceffity ofthis exception is very evident ; for, in the

fuppofed caſe, all the reafons for protection to the young

man fail to fatisfy himſelf of which, let the reader view

theſe reaſons, as they are annexed to the firft maxim, and

fave mybook from the deformity of repetition.

MAXIM III.

It is aneceffarypart of the character ofa moderate man, ne-

ver tospeak of the Confeffion ofFaith but with a fneer ;

to givefly hints, that he does not thoroughly believe it;

and to make the word orthodoxy a term of contempt and

reproach.

The Confeffion of Faith, which we are now all laid un.

der a difagreeable neceffity to fubfcribe, was framed in

times of hot religious zeal ; and therefore it can hardly be fup-

pofed, to contain any thing agreeable to our fentiments, in

thefe cool and refreshing days of moderation. So true is

this, that I do not remember to have heard any moderate man

Speak well of it, or recommend it in a fermon, or private

diſcourſe, in my time. And indeed nothing can be more

ridiculous, thanto make a fixed ſtandard for opinions, which

change just as the faſhion of clothes and drefs. No com-

plete ſyſtem can be fettled for all ages, except the maxims I

am now compiling and illuſtrating ; and their great perfecti-

on lies in their being ambulatory, fo that they may be ap-

plied differently, with the change of times.

Butbefides theſe general reafons, there is one veryſtrong par-

ticularreaſon why moderate men cannot love the Confeffion of

Faith : moderation evidently implies a large ſhare of charity,

and confequently a good and favourable opinion of thoſe

that differ from our church ; but a rigid adherence to the Con-

feffion of Faith, and high eſteem of it, nearly borders upon,

or gives great fufpicion of harsh opinions of thofe that dif

с
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fer from us; and does not experience rife up and ratify this

obfervation ? Who are the narrow-minded, bigotted, un-

charitable perfons among us ? who are the fevere cenfurers

of thoſe that differ in judgment ? who are the damners of

the adorable heathens, Socrates, Plato, Marcus Antoni-

hus, etc. ? In fine, who are perfecutors of the inimitable

heretics among ourſelves ? who but the admirers of this an-

tiquated compofition, who pin their faith to other men's

fleeves, and will not endure one jot lefs or different belief

from what their fathers had before them ! It is therefore

plain, that the moderate man, who defires to inclofe all in-

telligent beings in one benevolent embrace, muſt have an

utter abhorrence, at that vile hedge of diſtinction, the Con-

feffion of Faith...

I ſhall briefly mention a trifling objection to this part of

our character, that by our ſubſcription we facrifice fincerity,

the queen of virtues, to private gain and advantage. To

which I anfwer, in the firft place, That the objection proves

too much, and therefore muft be falfe, and can prove no

thing for, allowing the juftice of the objection, it would

follow, that a vaft number, perhaps a majority, of the clergy

of the church of England are villains ; their printed fermons

being, many of them, diametrically oppoſite to the Articles

which they fubfcribe. Now, as this ſuppoſition can never be

admitted, by any charitable man, the objection from whence

it flows, as a neceffary confequence, muft fall to the ground.

•

But further, what is there more infincere in our ſubſcri

ptions, than in thefe expreffions of compliment and civility,

which all acknowlege lawful, although they rarely expreſs the

meaning of the heart ! The defign is fufficiently underſtood

in both cafes ; and our fubfcriptions have this advantage above

forms of compliment, in point of honefty, that we are at a

great deal of pains, ufually to perfuade the world that we do

not believe what we fign, whereas the complaifant gentleman

is very ſeldom at any pains about the matter. I could offer a

great deal more upon this fubject, but what is faid may fuffice

in fo clear a cafe.



5 1

MAXIM IV.

4 good preacher muſt not only have all the above and fubi-

fequent principles of moderation in him, as the fource

of every thing that is good, but must, over and above,

have the following special marks and figns of a talent

for preaching 1. His fubjects muſt be confined to fo-

cial duties. 2. He must recommend them only from ra-

tional confiderations, viz, the beauty and comely pro-

portions of virtue, and its advantages in the prefent

life, without any regard to a future ftate of more ex-

tended felf-intereft. 3. His authority must be drawn

from heathen writers, NONE, or as few as poffible, from

fcripture. 4. He must be very unacceptable to the com-

mon people.

Theſe four marks of a good preacher, or rules for

preaching well, (for they ferve equally for both purpoſes)

I fhall endeavour diftinctly to illuftrate and confirm , that

this important branch of my ſubject may be fully underſtood .

་

As to the firft of thefe rules, that a preacher's fubjects

muſt be confined to focial duties, it is quite neceffary in

a moderate man, becauſe his moderation teaches him to

avoid all the high flights of evangelic enthuſiaſm, and the

myfteries of grace, which the common people are fo fond

of, It may be obferved, nay, it is obferved, that all of

our ſtamp avoid the word grace as much as poffible, and

have agreed to fubftitute the moral virtues in the room of

the graces of the Spirit, which is the orthodox expreffion,

And indeed it is not in this,only, but in all other cafes that

we endeavour to improve the phrafeology, and fhow, that

befides fentiment, even in language itſelf, we are far fupe-

rior to, and wiſer than our fathers before us. I could ſhow

this bya great many examples, but that it would be too tedi-

ous, and therefore only add to the one mentioned above, that

where an antient orthodox man, or even an old-faſhioned

C 2
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modern, that thinks religion can never be mended, either in

matter or manner, would have faid a great degree offancti-

fication, a man ofmoderation and politeneſs will ſay, a high

pitch of virtue. Now, as this is the cafe, it is plain, a mo-

derate preacher muft confine his fubjects to focial duties chief-

ly, and not infiſt on fuch paffages of fcripture as will, by

the very repetition of them, contaminate his ſtile, and may

perhaps diffuſe a rank ſmell of orthodoxy through the whole

of his diſcourſe.

After all, I cannot refuſe, that it is ftill a more excellent

way, for thoſe whohave talents equal to the undertaking, to

feize an othodox text, explain it quite away from its ordi-

nary fenfe, and conftrain it to ſpeak the main parts of our

own ſcheme. Thus a noble champion of ours chofe once

for his fubject, Rom. viii. 2. For the law of the Spirit of

life, in Chrift Jefus, hath made me free from the law of

fin and death: which he explained in this manner ; the law

of the spirit of life, that is, the moral fenſe ; in Chriſt

Jefus, which is the fum of the Chriftian religion, etc.

The advantage of this way is, that it is tearing the weapons

out of the hands of the orthodox, and turning them againſt

themſelves. And it may perhaps, in time, have the effect

to make our hearers affix our fenſe to their beloved fcriptures ;

or, at leaſt, which is the next thing, prevent them from be-

ing able to find any other. However, I muft acknowlege,

that this way of doing is not for every man's management ;

and therefore I continue my advice to the generality, ftill to

adhere to the rule as firſt delivered.

Thefecond rule will be eaſily confirmed, that duties are

to be recommended only from rational confiderations. What

can be imagined more foolish than to contradict this ? if

there be any thing in a fermon different from rational confi-

derations, it muſt be irrational, that is to fay, abfurd. It

is in this part of our ſcheme that we, moderate men, obtain

a glorious triumph over our adverfaries and defpifers. Who

but muft fmile, when they hear the contemptible vulgar, ig-

norant, hot-headed country elders, or filly women, led cap-
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tive by them at their will, faying, they do not love this ra-

tionalway ofgoing to heaven !

But to explain this method a little further, the rational

way ofpreaching is fometimes fet in oppofition to the pathe

tic way of raifing the paffions. This laft is what we great-

ly difapprove of: there is ſomething immoderate in the very

idea of raifing the paffions, and therefore it is contrary to

our character : nor was it ever known, that a truly mode-

rate man raiſed or moved any affection in his hearers, unleſs

perhaps the affection of anger againſt himſelf. We leave

that to your vehement bawlers, or your whining lamenters,

that are continually telling, they will ſpend and be ſpent, for

the falvation of their hearers, which lord Shaftſbury elegant-

ly derides, by calling it the heroic paffion of faving fouls.

And let any unprejudiced perfon judge, if there is not fome

thing vaftly great, fomething like a heroic fortitude in that

man, that can talk of future judgment, heaven and hell,

with as much coolness and indifference as if it were a com-

mon matter. To fay the truth, indeed, we do not often

meddle with theſe alarming themes. However, as I obferv

ed upon the firſt mark of a good preacher, that it is glori-

ous to rob the orthodox of a text, and make it bend to our

plan ; fo it is alſo an uncommon excellence, to treat theſe ſub-

jects with calmness, and to prove that we ought to do fo

Thus a great proficient in our way, lately preaching upor

Acts xxiv. 25. where Paul made Felix to tremble by hi

difcourfe, proved from it, that minifters ought not to raif

the paffions of their hearers. An ignorant obferver woul

have thought that the paffion of terror was raiſed in Felix

to a great degree, and that he was little better than a Cam

buflang convict. But mark the lucky expreffion our her

got hold of, as he reaſoned of righteoufnefs , etc.; as

Joned, that is, argued, and proved by rational confideration.

he rea

This example gives me a fine opportunity of making

kind of contraſt, and fhewing, from fact, the difference b

tween an orthodox and a moderate preacher. I myselfhear

one ofthe firft kind, upon the text juft now mentioned ; ar

1



his firft obfervation was, That the apostle Paul was a faithful

eprover; fpeaking home to Felix, 1. Of righteousness ; to

convince him of any iniquity he had been guilty of in, his

government. 2. Of temperance ;
which he faid ſhould

be tranflated continence, and was probably intended as a re-

proof to him and Drufilla who were living in adultery. His

next and main obfervation was, That Felix was convicted,

out ftiffled his convictions, and delayed his repentance, fay

ng, Go thy wayfor this time, when I have a convenientfea-

on, I will callfor thee. Then followed a great deal of ſtuff,

which I do not incline to tranfcribe, but it was juſt whatthe

vulgar call experimental preaching, I fuppofeto diſtinguiſh it

From rational.

Buthow contrary to this did our moderate friend. He firft

obferved, that St. Paul was a moral, or a legal preacher; dif-

courfing of righteouſneſs and temperance, without a word of

Faith ; and then that he was a reaſoning preacher, that did

not ftrive to raiſe peoples paffions, but informed their judg-

ment. I was indeed a little diſappointed upon confulting the

original, to find that the word ufed, which is yoμéve,

ignifies only, continuing his diſcourſe ; and fo might be either

n the reafoning or pathetic way: but I was fatisfied by re-

lecting, that the word evidently includes both, and fo rea

oning being the beſt, it is to be fuppofed the apoftle prefer-

ed it.

Thethird rule, viz. recommending virtue from the autho-

ty and examples of the heathens , is not only highly proper,

ecauſe they were very virtuous, but hath this manifeft ad-

antage attending it, that it is a proper way of reaſoning to

wo quite oppofite kinds of perfons. One is, fuch as are

eal Chriſtians, who will be fhamed by the fuperior excel.

ence of mere heathens, as they call them, and whom they

o much defpife. The other is, our preſent living heathens, who

ay no regard to the Chriftian religion at all, and therefore

vill only be moved by the authority of the perfons they e-

It is wellknown, there are multitudes in our ifland,

ho reckon Socrates and Plato to have been much greater

eem .
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men than any of the apoftles, although (as the moderate

preacher I mentioned lately told his hearers) the apostle Paul

had an univerſity education, and was inftructed in Logic by

profeffor Gamaliel. Therefore let religion be conftantly

and uniformly called virtue, and let the heathen philofophers

be ſet up as the great patterns and promoters of it. Upon

this head, I muſt particularly recommend M. Antoninus

by name, becauſe an eminent perfon, of the moderate chara-

Eter, fays, his meditations is the BEST book that ever was

written for forming the heart.

But perhaps the laſt part of this third rule will be thought

to need moſt illuftration and defence, viz. that NONE at all,

or very little ufe is to be made of ſcripture : and really, to

deal plainly, the great reaſon of this is, that veryfew of the

fcripture-motives and arguments are of the moderate flamp;

themoſt part ofthem are drawn from orthodox principles : for

example, the apoſtle Paul cannot even fay, Hufbands, loveyour

wives, but his argument and example comes in theſe words,

as Chrift alfo loved the church. The apostle John alſo ſpeaks

in a very myſterious way, of union with Chriſt, and abiding

in him, in order to bringing forth fruit, which is his way of

Ipeaking for a virtuous life. Now, let any indifferent perfon

judge, how this kind of expreſſion, and others of the like

nature, fuch as mortifying the deeds of the body through the

Spirit, would agree with the other parts of our difcourfe ;

they would be like oppofite kinds of fluids which will not

compound, they would be quite heterogeneous, which is a-

gainſt all the rules of fine writing, and hinders it from be-

ing an uniform, beautiful, and comely Whole. Horace,

in his Art ofpoetry, gives this as his very firft obfervation,

Humano capiti cervicem pictor, equinam

Fungere fi velit

Which my learned reader cannot fail both to remember and

underſtand, and which I defire him to apply to this fubject we

are now upon. If it be faid, that fermons are not poems, and

therefore not to be compofed by the rules of poetry I an

·
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fwer, it is a miſtake ; many ofour fermons, eſpecially thoſe

compofed by the younger fort among us, are poems ; at

leaft they are full ofpoetical flights, which comes much to the

fame thing : not to mention that the rule agrees equal-

ly to profe and poetry. How often have I heard parts of

Mr. Addiſon's Cato, Young's Night Thoughts, and divers

other poems in fermons ; and to fay the truth, theywere none

of the worst parts ofthem. However, I would offer my ad-

vice, as that of a perfon of fome experience, to all young

preachers, not to do Dr. Youngthe honour of borrowing any

thing from himagain, becaufe he is a fnarling, fullen, gloomy,

melancholy mortal, cites a great deal of ſcripture, and parti-

cularly, becauſe he has given a vile fneer at the practice I am

juſt now recommending, in the following two lines of his

Univerfal Paffion .

When doctors fcripture, for the claffics quit,

Polite apoftates, from God's grace to wit.

I have only another advice to give upon this head, and that

is, that when our young preachers think proper to borrow

from modern printed poems, they would be pleaſed to tranf.

proſe them a little, ſo to ſpeak, that they may not be too eafi-

ly difcerned by young gentlemen who read the Magazines.

However, I am in great hopes we ſhall ſhortly be quite a

bove the neceffity of borrowing from any body, in orderto

make our fermons poetry : there are fome perfons of genius

among us, that can make very good poetry of their own,

of which I could produce fome recent inftances, but I do

not think it at prefent expedient.

The fourth and laſt rule for a preacher, is, that he muſt

be very unacceptable to thepeople. The Spectator, I remem-

ber, fomewhere fays, that moſt of the critics in Great Bri-

tain ſeem to act as if the firſt rule of dramatic writing were,

mot to please. Now, what they make the firſt rule of writ

ing plays, I make the laſt rule for compofing fermons ; not

as being the leaft, but the moſt important. It is indeed

the grand criterion, the moſt indifpenfible rule of all. Tho'



[ 21 ]

one fhould pretend to adhere to all the former rules, and

be wanting in this alone, he would be no more than afound-

ing brass or a tinkling cymbal ; pardon the expreffion, the

importance of the matter requireth it . I fhall put a cafe ;

Suppoſe a man ſhould have the approbation of the very beſt

judges, viz. thoſe whoſe taſte we ourfelves allow to be good,

if at the fame time he happens to be acceptable to the com-

mon people, it is a fign thathe muſt have fome fubtle refined

fault, which has efcaped the obfervation of the good judge's

aforefaid; for, there is no man, even of our own fraternity,

fo perfect and uniform in judging right, as the common

people are in judging wrong.

I hope there is little need of affigning reafons for this great

characteriſtic of the art of preaching ; I fuppofe it will be al-

lowed to be, if not altogether, at leaſt next to felf-evident : all

the feveral reafons that have been given for the particular

maxims of moderation, concur in eſtabliſhing this ; for the

people are all declared enemies of moderation, in its princi-

ples and practice ; and therefore, if moderation be right,

they muſt be wrong. There is a known ftory of a heathen

orator, who, when the common people gave a fhout of a

applauſe, during his pronouncing an oration, immediately

turned about to a friend, and afked him, what miſtake he

had committed. Now, if an audience of vulgar heathens

was allowed to be fo infallibly wrong in their judgment,

the fame thing muſt hold, a fortiori, in an audience of vul-

gar Chriftians.

From this it evidently follows, that a popular preacher

effentially fignifies, a bad preacher ; and it is always fo under-

ftood by us, whenever we uſe the expreffion . If we but

hear it reported of any one, that he is very popular among

the lower fort, we are under no difficulty of giving his cha-

racter, without having heard him preach ourſelves . In this

cafe, fame is a certain guide to truth, by being inverted ;

for we deteſt and deſpiſe him, preciſely in the fame proporti-

on that the people admire him. On the other hand, the

truly moderate man is not only above the applaufe of the

D
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multitude, but he glories in their hatred, and rejoices in

himſelf, in proportion as he has been ſo happy as to pro-

voke and diſoblige them. Of this I could give ſeveral not-

able examples, were it not that it muſt certainly offend their

modeſty, not only to praiſe them in print, but even to pu-

bliſh their higheſt virtues.

:

But now, upon the whole, as a great critic obferves, that

there is ſometimes more beauty ſhown in a compoſition, by

receding from the rules of art, when an important point is

to be gained, than by ſtrictly adhering to them ; fo all theſe

rules notwithſtanding, it fhall be allowable for any moderate

man, upon an extraordinary emergency, to break them for

a good end as for inftance, he may fpeak even in White-

field's ftile, when his fettlement has the misfortune to depend

upon the people ; which I have known done with good fuc-

cefs. We are alſo well fatisfied, that Mr.Tr of Nor-

wich, and fuch like firft-rate writers, fhould make pompous

collections of fcripture-texts, as their truly laudable inten-

tion is, by altering Chriſtianity, to reconcile it to moderati-

on and common ſenſe ; and to find out a meaning to words,

which the writers of them, as living in the infancy of the

church, had not difcernment enough to intend.

To conclude this maxim, it would be too formal for me,

and too tedious to the reader, to enumerate all the objecti-

ons that are, by fome, raiſed againſt our way of preaching :

I fhall therefore mention but one, and fhow it is falfe, hop-

ing that the reader will fuppofe, there is no more foundation

for any of the reft. It is alleged there is no method in our

difcourfes, but that they confift in random flights, and ge-

neral declamations. Nothing more untrue. The polite rea-

der, or hearer, knows that there may be an excellent and

regular method, where there are no formal diftinctions of

firftly, fecondly, and thirdly : but, to cut off all occafion

ofcavil, let the world hereby know, that one of our moſt

famed preachers chofe once for his text, John xi. 39. and

ofthat verſe the following words, He ftinketh. He obferved,

we had there (or thereabouts) a defcription of the threefold
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ftate of a bad man, firft, he fickened; fecondly, he died;

thirdly, he ftank. This I take to have been an accuracy in

point ofmethod, to which it will not be eaſy to find a parallel.

MAXIM V.

A miniſter must endeavour to acquire as great a degree of

politeness in his carriage and behaviour, and to catch as

much of the air and manner of a fine gentleman, as pof-

fibly he can.

This is uſually a diſtinguiſhing mark between the mo

derate and the orthodox, and how much we have the advan-

tage in it is extremely obvious. Good manners is undoubtedly

the moſt excellent of all accompliſhments, and, in fome mea-

fure, fupplies the place of them all when they are wanting.

And furely nothing can be more neceſſary to, or more or-

namental and becoming in a miniſter : it gains him eaſy ac-

cefs into the world, and frees him from that rigid ſeverity

which renders many of them fo odious and deteftable to the

polite part of it . In former times, minifters were ſo monkish

and recluſe, for ordinary, and fo formal when they did happen

to appear, that all the jovial part of mankind, particularly

rakes and libertines, fhunned and fled from them ; or, when

unavoidably thrown into their company, were conftrained, and

had no kind of confidence to repofe in them : whereas

now, let a moderate, modern, well-bred minifter go into

promifcuous company, they ftand in no manner of awe ;

and will even fwear with all imaginable liberty. This gives

the miniſter an opportunity of underſtanding their character,

and of perhaps fometimes reaſoning in an eaſy and genteel

manner againſt ſwearing, which, though indeed it feldom re-

forms them, yet it is as feldom taken amifs, which ſhews the

counſel to have been adminiſtered with prudence.

How is it poffible that a miniſter can underſtand wicked-

nefs, unleſs he either practiſes it himself, (but much of that

will not yetpafs in the world), or allowst he wicked to be bold

D 2
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in his prefence ? To do otherwife, wouldbe to do in practice

what I have known narrow-minded bigotted ſtudents do as

to fpeculation, viz. avoid reading their adverfaries, books be-

cauſe they were erroneous ; whereas it is evident no error can

be refuted till it be underſtood. ~

The fetting the different characters of minifters in imme-

diate oppofition, will put this matter paſt all doubt, as the

fun of truth rifing upon the ſtars of error, darkens and makes

them to diſappear. Some there are, whomay be eaſily known

to be minifters, by their very drefs, their grave demur looks,

and their confined precife converfation. How contemptible

is this ! and how like to fome of the meanest employments

among us ; as failors, who are known by their rolling walk,

and tailors, by the fhivering fhrug of their ſhoulders !

our truly accompliſhed clergy put off fo entirely every thing

that is peculiar to their profeffion, that were you to ſee them

in the ftreets, meet with them at a vifit, or fpend an evening

with them in a tavern, you would not once fufpect them for

men of that character : agreeably to this, I remember an

excellent thing faid by a gentleman, in commendation of a

miniſter, that he had nothing at all of theclergyman about him.

But

I ſhall have done with this maxim, when I have given my

advice as to the method of attaining to it, which is, that ſtu-,

dents, probationers, and youngclergymen, while their bodies:

andmindsare yet flexible, fhould converfe, and keep company,

as much as may be, with officers of the army,under five and

twenty, of whom there are no fmall number in the nation,

and with young gentlemen of fortune, particularly fuch as, by

the earlyand happy death of their parents, have come to their

eftates before they arrived at the years of majority ; fcarcely

one of thefe but is a noble pattern to form upon, for they

have had theopportunity offollowing nature, which is the all-

comprehenſive rule of the antients, and of acquiring a free

manner ofthinking, ſpeaking, and acting, without either the

pedantry of learning, or the ſtiffneſs contracted by a ſtrict

adherence to the maxims of worldly prudence.

After all, I believe I might have fpared myſelfthe trouble,
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of inferting this maxim, the prefent rifing generation being

ofthemſelves, fufficiently difpofed to obferve it ; this I rec

kon they have, either conftitutionally, or perhaps have learn

ed it from the inimitable lord Shaftſbury, who, in fo lively

a manner, fets forth the evil of univerſities, and recommend

converſation with the polite peripatetics, as the only way

ofarriving at true knowlege,

MAXIM VI.

It is not only neceſſary for a moderate man to have muc

learning, but he ought to be filled witha contempt ofall kind

oflearningbut one, which is to underſtand Leibnitz's fehem

well; the chiefparts of which are fo beautifully painted

andfo harmoniously fung by lord Shaftſbury, and which

has been fo well licked into form and method, by the lat

immortal Mr. Hni

This maxim is neceffary, becaufe without it the forme

could not be attained to. Much ftudy is a great enemy to

politeness, juſt as a great care of houfhold affairs fpoils the

free carelefs air ofa fine lady : and whether politeness is to b

facrificed to learning, let theimpartial world judge. Beſides, th

fcheme which I have permitted the moderate man to ſtudy

doth actually fuperfede the uſe of all other learning, becauf

it contains the knowlege of the whole, and the good of th

ubole; more than which, I hope, will be allowed to be no

only needleſs but impoffible.

This ſcheme excels in brevity, for it maybe underſtoo

in a very ſhorttime ; which, I fuppofe, prompted a certain

clergyman to ſay, that any ftudent might get as much divi

nity as he would ever have occafion for in fix weeks. It i

alfo quite agreeable to the improvements that have been mad

in arts and fciences of late years ; for every thing is nowmor

compendioufly, taught,and more fuperficially underſtood, tha

formerly, and yet as well, and better to all the purpoſes o

life. In the verymechanic arts, laborious diligence gives way
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to elegance and eafe ; as the lumpiſh, ſtrong, oldGothic build-

ings, to more genteel, though flighter, modern ones. There

have been ſchemes publiſhed for teaching children to read by

wayofdiverfion. Everyyear gives us a fhorter method oflearn.

ngfome branch of knowlege. In fhort, in theſe laſt days the

quinteſſence of every thing has been extracted, and is preſent-

ed us, as it were, in little phials ; fo that we may come to all

earning by one act of intuition . Agreeably to all this, have

we not feen in fact, many ftudents of divinity brought up in

hot-beds, who have become ſpeakers in general aſſemblies,

andftrenuous ſupporters of a falling church, before their beards

were grown,tothe perfect aſtoniſhment ofan obferving world!

I muſt alſo obſerve, that there is a providential fitneſs of that

cheme, in another refpect, for the preſent age and time.

When the fees of colleges, and expence of boarding is raif-

ed ; when the rate of living is quite altered , and when a ſpite-

ful landed-intereſt, and a heedlefs parliament, have refuſed

to grant any augmentation to our ftipends, there is no other

way remains for us, but to cheapen our education, by tak-

ng leſs time to it, and arriving at the point deſigned, by a

hearer cut. Then there will be no need at all for the critical

tudy of the ſcriptures, for reading large bodies of divinity,

for an acquaintance with church hiftory, or the writings of

chefe poor creatures, the Chriftian fathers, but all is abforbed

into the good of the whole ofwhich I may fay, feriouſly and

Toberly, what Dr. Tillotfon fays ironically of tranfubftanti

tion, that it is not only true, but it is all truth, and will not

uffer any thing to be true but itſelf.

:

We find that moderate men have moſtly, by conſtitution,

oomuchſpirit to fubmit to the drudgery of the kinds oflearn-

ng' above-mentioned, and deſpiſe all who do fo. There is

o controverſy now about Arian, Arminian, Pelagian, or

locinian tenets, but only whether this good of the whole

cheme holds. This fhews, by the by, the injuftice and

halignity of theſe poor beings, the Seceders, who cry out

ferroneous doctrines in the church, and affert, that Armini-

pifm is publicly taught by many. It is known, that they
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mean by the moderate men, when they ſpeak fo, and yet I

will venture to affirm, that there are not a few young men

of that character, who, if they were afked, could not tell

what the five Arminian articles are, fo little do they regard

Arminianiſm. I myſelf, the reader will perceive, know the

number of them, but whether I know any more about them

or not, I fhall preferve as a fecret in my own mind.

It will perhaps be objected againſt this maxim, that the

moderate party commonly fet up upon a pretence of being

morelearned than their adverfaries ; and are, in fact, thought

to be very learned in their fermons by the vulgar, who, for

that reafon, hate them . Now, as to their pretending to be

more learned than their adverſaries, it is moſt juft, for they

have, as has been ſhewn, got hold ofthe fum total of learning,

although they did not calculate it themſelves. And as to their

being thought learned in their fermons by the vulgar, it is

fufficient for that purpoſe that they be unintelligible. Scatter-

ring a few phraſes in their fermons, as harmony, order, propor

tion, tafte,fenfe ofbeauty, balance ofthe affections, etc. will ea

fily perfuade the people that they are learned : and this perfua-

ſion is to all intents and purpoſes the fame thing as if it were

It is one of theſe deceitful feelings which Mr. H-

in his effays has ſhown to be fo beautiful and uſeful. Theſe

phraſes they may eafily get in books, not above the fize of

an octavo ; and if they incline to be very deep, they may

get abundance of citations from the antient heathen authors

in Cudworth's Intellectual Syſtem, and moftly tranflated to

their hand.

true.

I fhall now fubjoin a fhort catalogue of the moſt neceffa

ry and uſeful books, the thorough underſtanding of which

will make a truly learned moderate man : Leibnitz's Theodicee

and his Letters, Shaftſbury's Characteriſtics, Collins' Enquiry

into Human Liberty, all Mr. Hn's Pieces, Chriftiani.

ty as Old as the Creation, D- n's beſt Scheme, andH.

Moral Effays; the two laft are Scots authors, and it is with

pleaſure I can affure my countrymen they are by far th

moft perfect of them all, carrying the confequences of th
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cheme to the moſt raviſhing height. As to poetry, it will

e fufficient to read the Pleasures of the Imagination, and

he Tragedy of Agis, if it be publiſhed, becauſe in it drama-

ic poetry is carried to the fummit of perfection ; and it is

believed, by the author's friends, that there never will be a

ragedy publiſhed after it, unleſs by fome body that is deli-

ious. But whether the knowlege of this effect, and the com-

affion thence arifing to future authors, may not, in a per-

on of fo much humility and felf-denial, and of fo confum

nate and difintereſted benevolence, as that theatrical divine,

wholly prevent the publication, I cannot tell ; and therefore

nuft leave it to be brought forth by the midwife Occafion,

rom the womb of Time.

MAXIM VII.

i moderate man muſt endeavour, as much as he handfomly

can, to put off any appearances ofdevotion, and avoid all

unneceſſary exercifes of religious worship, whether public

or private.

I fully intended, upon this part of my ſubject, to have

been at fome pains in fhewing the great indecency of a grave

and apparently ſerious carriage, or of introducing any religi

pus fubject of converfation into promifcuous company: but

when I confider how fuccefsfully all vifible religion was at

tacked, both by wits and preachers, immediately after the re-

toration of king Charles II . how conſtantly any difpofition

of this fort hath been born down by all men of taſte ever

ince that time, which is now near a whole century, as alſo

now feldom any religious difcourfe is to be met with at this

lay, either among clergy or laity, I fhall only rejoice in my

elf, and congratulate my reader upon the purity of the

imes, and proceed to the other part of the maxim.

Now, as to the public exercifes of religious worſhip, al

hough a certain meaſure of them is reafonable enough, and

hough the office by which we have our bread, obliges us to
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be often engaged in them, yet a truly moderate man, with

out renouncing his calling, has it in his power to pare off a

great many fuperfluities with which the orthodox clergy are

apt to overload , religion, and render it unpalatable to the po-

lite world.

Being members of church judicatories, and we hope the

majority in moſt of them, the moderate party can diſcourage

and ſtifle all motions for extraordinary faſts or thankſgiv

ings, which experience has taught usferve only to promote

idleneſs, and diſcourage induftry. Upon the day that HenryV.

fought at Agincourt, a folemn faſt was kept in England for

his fuccefs ; and fome hiftorians are pleaſed to ſay, that the

prayers of the nation hadfome fhare in procuring the victo-

ry; but later hiftories have difproved this ; and now it can

be demonftrated upon paper, that a faſt day in Scotland lofes

50,000 pounds to the nation, while no-body can make any

calculation what it wins. For this reaſon, it was very re-

freſhing to hear, as we did lately, that even in the moſt di-

ftant and northerly corners of this country, there is a ſet of

clergy of a heroic ſpirit, who are reſolved to reform their peo-

ple, and beat them out of that unpolite and barbarous in-

clination, which many of them ſtill retain , ofhearing fermons.

With a view tothe fame good end, we can curtail our bu-

finefs at home, both as to the number and length of our

pulpit-performances. In our own families, though it would not

perhaps yet be convenient to imitate the beau monde fo very

quickly, in diſcarding the worſhip ofGod altogether, yet we

may, by degrees, fometimes omit it through throng of bu-

finefs, at other times be dropping, now and then at leaſt,

fome parts of it and in gentlemen's families, take care to

give diſcreet intimations that we do not incline to put them

out of their ordinary way, or occafion the leaſt interrupti-

on to the mirth of the company.

Sometimes, indeed, it may happen, by a concurrence of

circumſtances, that one of us may, at bed-time, be une-

qually yoked with an orthodox brother, who may propofe a

little unfeaſonable devotion between ourſelves, before we

E
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ly downto fleep : but there are twenty ways of throwing cold

water upon fuch a motion ; or, if it ſhould be inſiſted upon,

I could recommend a moderate way of complying with it,

from the example of one of our friends, who, on a like

occafion, yielded ſo far, that he ſtood up at the back of a

chair, and ſaid, O Lord, we thank thee for M. Bayle's Di-

Etionary. Amen. This was fo far from ſpoiling good com-

pany, that it contributed wonderfully to promote focial

mirth, and ſweetned the young men, in a moſt agreeable

manner, for their reſt.

The neceffity of fuch a conduct cannot be denied, when

it is confidered what effect the length and frequency of pu-

blic devotion has had in driving moft of the faſhionable

gentry from our churches altogether ; and that even fuch of

them as ftill vouchfafe their company fometimes, are yet dri-

ven away from the facrament of the Lord's fupper, where

the fervice is expected to be more tedious and tireſome.

Now, the only way to regain them to the church, is to ac-

commodate the worſhip, as much as may be, to their taſte ;

the manner of doing which is fo well known, that I will not

fpend time in explaining it.

I confess there has been fometimes an ugly objection thrown

up againſt this part ofmy argument, viz. that this deſertion

ofpublic worſhip, by thofe in high life, feems in fact to be

co-temporary with, and to encreaſe, in a pretty exact propor-

tion, to the attempts that have been, and are made to fuit

it to their tafte. It is alleged, that they are led to ſuch a con-

duct, notby the dictates of their reaſon, but by the deprava-

tion of their hearts, and therefore make ufe of the behavi-

our of the clergy as an excufe, and juftification of their con-

duct. In answer to this objection , I fhall not pretend to fay

what uſe gentlemen may fometimes make of our conduct,

for I have known them often very prepofterous in theirjudg

ment, condemning others for what they freely indulge in

themſelves, and no lefs unthankful, rendering evil for good.

But ftill I fay, there remains no ftrength in the objection to

a man ofmoderate principles ; for it plainly comes much to
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tothefame thing at laſt, whether the mountain comes to th

mouſe, or the mouſe to the mountain. If I fhould meet

friend half-way, that had gone at a diſtance from me, the

he ſhould not move a foot, I am fure we would be neare

one another, than if I had kept my place as well as he.

But whatever be in this, I muſt acknowlege, that to b

conſtantly whining and praying, looks fo extremely orthodox

like, that I cannot help conceiving a prejudice at it, for thi

very reafon ; and I doubt not but every moderate man wi

have the very fame fellow-feeling. In truth, a great abun

dance of devotion has fuch a tendency to influence one wit

zeal, that any man, who would maintain his moderation, ha

beſt keep out of the reach of ſuch enfnaring influence. Be

fides, it has been an old remark, and I begin to fufpect ther

is fome ground for it, that let one embrace what fyftem o

divinity he will, it is impoffible to pray but according to the

orthodox fyſtem . And whatever laudable pains have bee

taken, by ſome of our friends, to avoid this inconvenience

yet, from what I have obferved, in the moſt ſucceſsful o

them, I must own, I can, at prefent, fee no other remedy

but to deal as little that way as poffible .

MAXIM VIII.

In churchfettlements, which are the principal caufes that com

before minifters forjudgment, the only thing to be regard

ed, is, who the patron, and the great and noble heretor

arefor the inclinations of the common people are to b

utterly defpifed.

;

Th

That this maxim is invariably obſerved, by all moderat

men, is certain, and may be atteſted by all that ever wer

preſent at a General Affembly of this national church.

cafe is not now as formerly, when prefentations were hel

a grievance ; for a prefentation is all in all to a moderat

man: and when there is no preſentation, the greatneſs an

nobility of the heritors upon one fide. I was witnefs ond

E 2
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to a cauſe (which indeed unhappily mifcarried) but there was

a noble ftand made for it by the moderate party, becauſe

there was a lord upon the fide of the minority, although he

had really no intereft at all in the parish, but a ſmall bit of

ground which he had got from a neighbour, in order to run

a dike ſtraight. This appearance greatly rejoiced me, as be-

ing a token to what perfection the ſpirit of moderation was

arrived.

Therearemany reafons upon which this maxim isfounded ;

as the implacable hatred we bear to the elders and common

people, and their conftant wrong judgment, which has been

lluftrated above. As this is ſo very evident, I cannot paſs

it , without expreffing my grief and aſtoniſhment, that ſo

clear-fighted an author, and in all reſpects ſo agreeable to our

own fentiments, as lord Shaftſbury, fhould have faid, in his

Efay on the Freedom of Wit and Humour, that " it belongs

" tɔ men of flaviſh principles, to affect a fuperiority over the

vulgar, and to defpife the multitude." This hath made

me doubt the truth of an affertion of Mr. G. L. one of our

own difciples, " that perfection is attainable in this life ; for,

ifever any one attained to perfection, furely lord Shaftſbu-

" ry was the man." But, to leffen the difficulty a little, it

s probable he had fomething in his view, quite different from

ettling of kirks, when he wrote in this manner ; for, had

he lived to our times, and been an heritor in Scotland, I can-

hardly allow myſelf to think, that ever he would have ap-

eared on the fide of the Chriftian people ; though, without

Il queftion, he would have been chofen an elder, and fent

p, duly attefied, to the General Affembly.

But to return ; the natural refpect we owe to thoſe in great

nd high ftations, claims from us the teftimony of it, requir

d in the maxim. There is an original and eſſential differ-

nce between gentry and common people, which ought to

e particularly kept up here. For this, we have the autho-

ty of a certain worthy laird in the country, who always

Maintained, upon his mind, a fenfe of his dignity, not as a

an, but as a gentleman. Of this difpofition he gave the-
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following laudable inftance : Being a member of a kirk-feffion

in his parish, the exciſe-officer happened to come before them

for fornication ; and beſides the ecclefiaftical cenfure, it was

thought proper to apply to the civil magiftrate to get him

fined according to law: but as the law appoints different fines

for men in different ſtations, when fome propofed he ſhould

be fined at the rate of a gentleman, the worshipful member

above-mentioned, though known to be very zealous againſt

vice,ftrenuouſly oppofed his having fo much honour, and gave

the following excellent reaſon for it ; " Since God almighty

" has been pleaſed to make a diftinction between gentlemen

" and other men, why ſhould not we keep up this diſtincti-

❝onin all cafes ?" and fo hewas fined only as a commoner.

Another thing ſtrongly pleads for gentlemen having the

chief hand in fettling kirks, that now-a-days very few of our

principal gentry attend ordinances, or receive any benefit by a

miniſter after he is fettled, unlefs, perhaps, talking of the news

at a private viſit, or playing a game at back-gammon ; and

therefore it is but fair, that, in lieu of the edification of the

common people, they ſhould have the honour or profit of

conferring the benefice. I ſhall only further add, that hav-

ing no view of attending upon him for ordinary, they muſt

be the beft judges of his preaching-gifts, as being moſt diſ-

intereſted for which reaſon, non-refiding heritors, inſtead

of deferving to be cut out altogether, as the ſtupid and undiſ-

cerning othodox would have it, are by much to be preferred

to thofe that refide.

The reader will eaſily perceive, that I have here given much

better reafons for this conduct than thofe commonly affigned,

viz. the law, in the cafe of patrons ; and the payment of

the ſtipend, in the cafe of heritors. For, as to the firſt of

theſe, it is quite from the purpoſe, for the law maintains its

own ground, as far as it goes, and is irreſiſtible ; the only

queftion is, how we ſhall act as to what is left to us to de-

termine if the law hindered us to determine on any fide we

pleaſed, fuch caufes never would be pleaded before us. As to

the other, about the heritors paying the flipend, it is not
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juft, for the whole nation pays it : the heritor gets his lands

with that burden upon them at first ; and when one buys

land from another, he never pays for the ftipend fo that

really an heritor is never a penny the poorer of the ftipend,

except that happening commonly to ſee the money firſt, he

may perhaps be forry that any body ſhould get it but him-

felf. However, though theſe reaſons be not fufficient at bot-

tom, I deny not but it may be very proper to aſſign them to

fuch as are ignorant enough to yield to them, or who have

fo fqueamish ftomachs as not to be able to digeſt the ſolid

reafons upon which I have grounded my maxim. It is

with the mind as with the body, it muſt be fed with fuch

things as it is able to bear, and as will beſt agree with its frame

and conſtitution.

MAXIM IX.

While afettlement is carrying on, the candidate, against whom

there is aſtrong oppofition from the people, muſt be looked

upon, and every where declared to be, a perfon ofgreat

worth, and remarkable abilities : provided always, that

if ever thefame perſon, after he is ſettled, be at pains,

and fucceed, in gaining the peoples affections, he ſhall then

fall as much below the ordinary ſtandard in his character,

as before he was raifed above it.

Both parts of this maxim will appear very reaſonable to

all that fee with our eyes. The people being againſt a man is

a certain ſign of his being a good preacher, as has been proved

above : it is alſo a pretty fure ſign of his being of moderate

principles, which make the comers thereuntoperfect ; and theſe

two things are fufficient to juſtify us in raiſing his character.

It is indeed often abfolutely neceffary, when a proceſs is

in agitation, that it may help him out with a ſcanty concur-

rence, and have an influence upon the church-courts, which

are compoſed ofa mixt multitude. Nor is it eaſy to conceive,

how excellent and well-invented a weapon this is, the giving a
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manan extraordinary and high character. It neceſſarilyimprints

a kind of veneration of him on the minds of his judges ; and

hath this peculiar advantage, that there is no parrying of it

for whatever fome few, of different principles, may think,

they dare not plainly contradict it. Every man has it in

his power to ſpeak well of another, but no-body muſt take

the liberty to ſpeak ill of a man in a public court, unleſs

he can alſo venture to give him a lybel . Many a time have

I heard young men highly extolled in church-courts, wher

their fettlement was in dependence, who, in ſtrict truth.

were but middling kind of men, and fome of them very

heavy, who afterwards proved no ſmall incumberance upor

the moderate body.

:

As to the other part of the maxim, taking away their cha

racter for ability, when they apoſtatiſe to orthodoxy : this wil

be easily accounted for, if it be remembered how they came

by it. It was freely given them, and therefore it may be taken

away at pleaſure it was given to bring themin as an ad

ditional ftrength to the moderate intereft ; and therefore

when they forfake that intereft, it is but juſt to deprive then

ofit. If any fhall object, that this is not agreeable to the

ſtrict rules ofveracity, I defire it may be remembered, tha

the preſent faſhionable ſcheme of moral philoſophy is muc

improvedincompariſon of that which prevailed ſometime ago

Virtue does not now confiſt in acting agreeably to the natur

ofthings, as Dr.Clarke affirms ; nor in acting according to truth

which an old ſchoolmaſter, one Wollafton, once wrote a boo

to prove ; but in the good ofthe whole ; and therefore an i

luftrious and noble end fanctifies the means of attaining i

Our fentiments, in this refpect, are deſcribed by an anony

mous poet, who, I believe, meant no good to us ; howev

it points out the character pretty plainly thus :

To fecond him rofe furly Peter,

An angry bigot for good-nature :

That truth fhould valued be by matter

And weight, he thought

J
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That inch of truth, in courtesy,

To span of intereft ſhould give way ♪

Andpound ofgain, for ounce of lie,

Is cheaply bought.

If it be farther objected, that ſtill this only fatisfies our

felves, whereas, in the cafe in hand, it is neceffary to fatisfy

the world. As to this, we can freely fay, that the man was

good, but now he is bad, and that is no contradiction ; for,

though the Confeſſion of Faith maintains the infallible ,per

ſeverance of the faints in grace, yet we never affirmed the

neceſſary perſeverance of men in moderation ; theſe two

things being entirely diftinct, the one from the other. Some

of our friends do fall away now and then : our ſtrength,

for ordinary, confifts in young men ; for there are ſeveral

who, in old-age, through the decay of their faculties begin to

incline a little to orthodoxy, and then we term them not

old men, but old wives. However, there are alfo fome, who

not only perfevere, but gloriouſly improve in moderation

to the lateſt old-age, and to their dying day ; of which num-

ber was the late Rev. Mr. J. R. in K, whofe name I have

thought proper to record in this immortal work, that it may

be had in everlaſting rememberance.

MAXIM X.

Whenever we have got a fettlement decided over the belly of

perhaps the whole people in the pariſh, by a majority in

the General Affembly, the victory fhould be improved, by

appointingfome of the orthodox appofers of the fettlement

to execute it, especially thofe ofthem that pretend to have

afcruple of confcience at having an active hand in any

fuchfettlement.

They do not deferve a victory who knownot how to puſh

it, or to improve the advantage they have gained. A fen-

tence of the General Affembly, even as of any other court,
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་
fignifies nothing if it be not executed. To reft fatisfied

with the victory we have gained, by the bare decifion , would

indeed be yielding it back again, and loſing, in fact, what

we gained in appearance. This is felf-evident ; but the next

point is, who ſhall be employed in executing it, thoſe who

appointed it, or thoſe who pretend a fcruple of confcience at

doing what appears to their difordered intellects to be what

they call finful ? Now, as to this, allow me only to aſka few

plain queſtions. Is not every fociety divided into the go-

verning and the governed, the mafters and the fervants ?

What is the fubject of any debate in the Affembly, that ends

in a vote, but to determine who is the one, and who is the

other ? When once a vote has made us mafters, does not

the fame vote make the minority fervants ? And do I need

to aſk further, if there is any piece of drudgery to be per-

formed, who it belongs to, the mafters or the ſervants ?

Apply this then to the cafe in hand ; who would hazard his

own life in fording a river if he had a fervant, to try the depth

ofit before him ? Who would chooſe to go to a pulpit un-

der a ſhower ofſtones, from an enraged populace, if he had

others under his authority, whom he could fend upon the

fame ungracious errand ?

Now, the uſefulneſs of this conduct is very evident ; for,

it is plain, they will either obey or diſobey : if the firſt is

the cafe, then we ſhall have the honour of bringing them,

and theythemſelves the profit and advantage of beingbrought,

into the hatred and abhorrence of the common people ; in

commendation of which ſtate, enough has been ſaid already.

If they diſobey, they must be depofed, and caft out as in-

corrigible, to make way for thoſe that are better than them-

felves this will be to the advantage of the church, for

young men, cæteris paribus , are much better than old.

:

As this method ofpurgingthe church of corrupt members

islike to be a prevailing meaſure in our days, I fhall endeavour

to fupport it by a few, but thefe demonftrative arguments ;

in most of which, indeed, I fhall have little more than the

honour of recording the fentiments and reafoning of fome

F
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eminent men, that were members of the laſt General Af

fembly.

In the first place, it is certain, that the command of a

proper authority is fufficient to make any action not only

innocent and lawful, but perfectly right, and ſtrictly obliga-

tory ; infomuch, that if an executioner ſhould be command-

ed to hang his father or fon, for praying to God, or read-

ing his bible ; nay, if one of Jefus Chrift's difciples had hap-

pened to have been a Roman foldier, and ſhould have been

commanded to crucify his mafter, he would have betrayed

the moſt egregious ignorance of the Chriſtian religion, had

he made the leaſt difficulty in executing fuch orders.

It is to no purpoſe here to object the immutability of mo-

ral laws, and the fupreme authority ofGod ; for, if obedience

to human authority be one of his laws, as it plainly is, then

all his other laws must be fubmitted to fuch alterations and

fufpenfions, as our fuperiors think proper and altho ' the

apoſtles do indeed ſometimes ſpeak of obeying God rather than

man, yet we can explain this as eafily as we do another text,

in the third chapter of theRomans, which ſeems to teach, that

weshould not do evil that good may come ; for, as in the

one cafe, whatever promotes good, cannot be evil ; fo, in the

other, if human authority be once duly interpofed, it is obey-

ing God to comply with whatever is enjoined thereby ; and

therefore it is impoffible that ever there can an interference

happen. Befides, fome allowance muft, no doubt, be made for

the difference of times, and diſadvantages which all the an-

tient writers lay under, the late fine improvements in the

fcience of morals not having then been excogitated. But I

can affure the reader, the principle which I have laid down, is

now the doctrine of this church, wherein both divines and

lawyers, who are members of our Affemblies, are intirely

agreed, and will not fuffer any body to call it in queſtion.

And what an obvious beauty has moral virtue gained from

the delicate and fkilful hands that have lately been employed

in dreffing her ladyſhip ! She was once ftiff and rigid, like

ice or cold iron ; now fhe is yielding as water, and like iron
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hotfrom the furnace, can easily be beaten into what hap

we pleaſe. And here I muſt ſay, I think it fome pity tha

fo fine a genius as Grotius did not flourish fomewhat later

or that the moral ſenſe was not ſtarted a little earlier, and

fo that great man preferved from falling into fo grofs a blun

der as the maintaining, that " even military authority may

" be refifted, and that a cafe can be given, when a foldide

" ought to disobey orders :" for now it is a fettled point, tha

even ecclefiaftical authority (which, if there were any differ

ence, I allow ought rather to be the milder of the two) i

fufficient to bear down before it, what were once called the

eternal, no leſs, and immutable laws ofmorality ; and, by

divine authority, is paramount to divine authority itself.

I ſhall only obſerve two very plain and clear advantage

in this principle, whereby it will appear, how happy it is tha

the church hath fallen fo intirely in with it, and proceeds fo

uniformly upon it. Thefirst is, that in cafe of neceflity, an

action which no-bodywould chooſe perhaps to take the weight

of upon them, may yet be done without the leaft hazard of

any body's being called to account for it in the other world.

Ifthe doer of an action were to be the judge of its lawful-

neſs, he might be damned perhaps for doing it,in caſe it were

found to be wrong ; but upon this principle of implicite

obedience to his fuperiors, there is no repelling his defence

it was not his province to judge whether it was lawful or

unlawful ; and the Affembly or Commiſſion who gave the or

der, being bodies politic, are, by that time, all diffolved

and appear only in the capacity of individuals. The othe

advantage is this, that if the fupreme court, of any kind, wer

allowed to be the only proper judge of the lawfulneſs of it

own appointments, it would be impoffible, in the nature o

things, that ever there could be a feparation in the church

or a rebellion in the ftate. The juftnefs of this confequenc

is fo evident, that I fhall not fpend any time in, illuftrating

it, but heartily wiſh the principle, from which it flows, wer

univerfally embraced.

In the fecond place, the difobedient brethren have but on

F.2
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pretence for their conduct, which is groundleſs, viz. afcru

ple of confcience : as to which, hear Dr. Goodman, a noble

Engliſh writer ; " a tender confcience is nothing elſe but an

" ignorant and uninftructed mind ; or a fickly, melancholy,

" and fuperftitious underſtanding." I could eaſily fhew,

that there is no fuch thing, as a real ſcruple of conſcience :

the lawyers in the General Aſſembly, who are men of as

great penetration as any in the land, have, moft of them,

plainly declared, that they do not conceive it poffible. A

certain learned gentleman, of this court, hath affured us, that

taking away minifters ftipends would enlighten their confci-

ence. The renowned author of Hudibras is known to be of

the fame opinion : from which two authorities, I will endea-

vour to amend Dr. Goodman's definition, for a tender con-

ſcience is not an ignorant mind, but a fullftomach : this ac-

counts for appearances better, and particularly for the epithet

of tender commonly given to it, as all phyſicians are agreed,

that a wound upon a full ftomach is very dangerous. Having

thus rooted up the very foundation ofthis pretence, it is needleſs

to go throughthefeveral particulars infifted uponby the diſobe-

dient as ftraitning to them; and therefore I fhall, but in a word,

mention one of them : they pretend it is a profane farce to

confer, in a folemn manner, the care of the fouls of a cer-

tain people, when nothing is really conferred but a legal title

to a benefice : as alſo that the candidate cannot confcienci-

puflyanfwer feveral of the queſtions commonly put on theſe

bccafions. But is it not extremely ftrange, that any body

can be fo dull as not to regard theſe queſtions in their only

and proper light as a neceffary piece of formality, with-

but which a charge of horning for the ftipends could not be

ifed ? And as to the other part of the objection, whether it

e not much more a mock ceremony, to ordain a man to a

ongregation, when a title to the benefice cannot be confer-

ed, I ſhall leave the reader to determine, as if the cafe were

is own.

rue

The third principle, upon which our conduct is founded,
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is offuch undoubted verity, that the bare mentioning of in

is fufficient to convince all the world, how little it ſtands in

need of any proof; accordingly no moderate man views it in

any other light than as a maxim, or felf-evident truth, name-

ly, that if any excuſe for diſobedience were once admitted,

or anyindulgence granted to thefe tender-confcienced inferi

ors, there would be an end of all government in an inſtant

neither commands nor obedience could proceed one ſtep

further, but every individual inftrument of power, in that

fatal fociety, aſtoniſhed at the monstrous phenomenon, would

ftare at one another ; all the wheels of the political machine

would stop at once ; nay, would ſplit into ten thouſand

pieces : every relation and connection of their parts would

be inftanly diffolved, and the beautiful Whole would ruſh in-

to a wild chaos of anarchy and confufion. The reader will

eafily believe I am too wife to offer a proof of an axiom or

felf-evident truth ; however, I think it but fair to inform

him, that fuch is the nature of paper and ink, that they have

not the power of doing it all the juftice even in narration,

of which it is capable elſewhere. Whoever has heard the

demonſtrative tone, the infallible air, the geſture of cer

tainty, with which it has been afferted by an Aſſembly orator

would be ashamed that he ever ſtood in need to be put in

mind of it ; for my own part, I am ſo entirely influenced

by it, that if the moſt faithful, diligent, and uſeful fervan

fhould, in the humbleft manner, repreſent to me, that he

had a ſcruple about executing any of my orders, and beg

to be excufed, fuppofe from ſhaving me on Sunday morning

andI ſhould unfortunately be ſo far off my guard, as for onc

to indulge him, I would immediately diffolve my whole fa

mily, and never more think of lodging with a living foul

under the fame unhappy roof.

Againſt this principle howeverfome have prefumed to objeć

particular inftances in fcripture-hiſtory of ſuch excuſes being a

&tually admitted, without any apparent diffolution of the con

ftitution ; fuch as Gideon's paffing from his order to his fo

to killthe two princes of Midian, and flaying them himſelf
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and that of Saul, who, when his guards refufed to fall upon

the prieſts, committed that affair to another, without any

farther noife. Now, not to mention the difficulty of arguing

from facts of an antient date, cited only by one author, and

that very curtly, I humbly conceive theſe inſtances produced,

make directly againſt the objection ; for, it appears to me

very evident, that the kingdom was taken from Saul, and given

to David for this very reaſon, he being unfit to govern, by

thus allowing his authority to be trampled upon : nor will

it be eafy to affign any different reafon, why none of the po-

fterity of Gideon were ever permitted to rule Ifrael. There

are fome later inftances of that fort, nearer home, thrown up

by fhallow polititians ; as that of the hangman at Ayr, who

refuſed to execute the whigs in king Charles II's time ; and

that which happened a few years ago among ourſelves, when

the civil government overlooked the difobedience of a fet of

refractory clergymen, who refuſed to read the act of parlia-

ment anent captain Porteous. In the firft of theſe caſes, the

judges acted in a laudable manner, for they deprived the man

of his benefice ; and for the crime of his difobedience, I am

perfuaded he died childless, for I have never heard of any of

his pofterity in that part of the country. In the other cafe,

I confeſs the government was much to be blamed ; and have

long been of opinion, that their deteftable lenity at that time,

was the caufe of the late rebellion, which followed fo foon

after it. It is to be hoped they will take warning for the

time to come; for I am perfuaded an other inſtance ofthe

ſame kind would effectually feat the Pretender upon the

throne of Britain.

The laft principle which I fhall mention, and which, with

the reft, I am fure is abundantly fufficient, to ſupport the

maxim laid down for our conduct, is, that the best method

of conviction, and, of all others, the moſt proper for a

hurch-court, is that of authority, fupported in its higheſt

igour by cenfures, which may be felt by men of the dulleft

capacities, as depofition and ſuſpenſion from benefices, as

vell as offices. If the goodness of an argument, or the ex-
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cellency of a method, is to be meaſured by the frequency of

recourfe that is had to it, I think none can diſpute preceden-

cy with this : it muſt be allowed to be, of all others, the

moſt Chriſtian method ; it reigned over the whole church,

without a rival, for many ages : and though Proteftants,

for a while, pretended to find fault with it, in the hands of

their enemies, yet which of them all, when they became able

to make uſe of it, has not tried it in their turn ? And whe-

ther we confider the majority, by whofe hands this weapon

is to be wielded, or the minority, upon whom the weight of it

muft fall, it will plainly appear to be admirably fuited to the

preſent times. As to the beafts of burden, who fall to be

driven by this method, they are known to be fuch dull and

lifeless animals (as they are most of them paft the vigour of

youth) that no other argument can make any impreffion upor

them. However a horſe might be managed, who is a gene

rous creature, no-body could think of another method to

make an aſs move, but conſtantly to belabour its fides. There

cannot be a clearer evidence of the dulnefs and ftupidity of

thefe obftinate beings we have to do with, than the expence

of rhetoric that has been thrown away upon them, to per

fuade them of a thing as clear as the fun, viz. that if they

had any confcience they would depofe themſelves, and yiel

their place to more pliable fucceffors : they even pre

tend confcience here again, and tell us, they are placed in

a ſtation which they dare not defert, unless they be thruft ou

of it. Now, let the reader judge how uncapable of perfua

fion one muſt be, to find difficulty in fo plain a cafe, an

therefore how neceffary it is, that a more effectual metho

ſhould be tried.

On the other hand, the majority in Aſſemblies and Con

miffions, ſeems, at prefent, to be peculiarly adapted to fu

a method of conviction as I have mentioned. One part

our ftrength lies in the laity who attend our judicatorie

thefe, as they poffefs no benefice in the church, they are of

of the reach of this fort of cenfure, and therefore are or

-capable of inflicting, but not of ſuffering it ; and then,
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hey are not much accuſtomed to folving cafes of conſci-

nce, what other method can occur to them, whenthings of

his nature are thrown in their way, but the more gentleman-

ike method, for which Alexander the Great is ſo juſtly cele-

▪rated, viz. cutting the troubleſome knot, which they would-

ind tedious and difficult to unty ? The reft of our fide

confiſts in clergy of the younger fort, who, as they are imi-

ators of the manners of gentlemen, may be ſuppoſed to act

with the fame ſpirit in public judgment. Though they can

ive flouriſhes of rhetoric enough ; nay, though of one of

hem in particular, I may literally ſay,

He cannot ope

His mouth, but out there flies a trope :

Yet as for logic, it is well known this part of educa

tion is fallen into great contempt, and it is not to be

expected, that fuch briſk and lively fpirits, who always

hated every thing that looked fcholaftic-like, can bear to

be laid down to the ftrict methods of argumentation ; but

though we were greater maſters in this method of con-

viction, yet our blood may eaſily be ſuppoſed too warm for

any thing that is fo flow, and at beſt ſo uncertain in its fuc

cefs. No ; we are now the majority, and our power, as a

late acquifition, is the more agreeable for being new, we muſt

tafte the fweets of authority, which can only be by compel-

ling our inferiors to obey us. If our fentences are execut-

ed, it is the ſame thing to the new incumbent, the fame

thing to the church in general, and the fame thing to us,

whether the executors are willing or unwilling : for as to that

whole matter of confcience, about which fo much noife is

made, I have already related our. fentiments ; from whence

It is evident, that fuch nonfenfe, as laying aviolent tempta-

ion in mens way, to act against the light of their own mind,

's nothing but words without a meaning : and as to the ex-

reffion of the apostle Paul, about church power, which he

afes over and over again, that it is for edification, and not

For deftruction, it is no fecret, that there is a various read-
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ing, and if once we had for deftruction and not for edificati-

on eſtabliſhed as the true reading, which, if we were dealers

in criticiſm, might perhaps be eaſily done, we ſhould not

onlyget rid of this troubleſome text, but make an acquiſition

ofit on our fide ofthe queftion, to the confufion ofour great-

eft enemies.

MAXIM XI.

The character which moderate men give their adverſaries,

ofthe orthodox party, must always be that of knaves or

fools ; and, as occafionferves, theſame perſon ( if it will

pass ) may be reprefented as a knave at one time, and as

a fool at another.

The juftice of this proceeding may be eafily made appear.

The principles of moderation being fo very evident to rea-

fon, it is a demonſtration, that none, but unreaſonable men,

can refift their influence. And therefore we cannot fuppofe,

that ſuch as are againſt us can be fo from confcience. Be-

fides, fetting afide the fuperior intrinfic excellence of the

one ſet of principles above the other, there are much ſtrong-

er carnal motives, to ſpeak in their own ftile, to act in their

way, than in ours ; and therefore, there is great ground.

to conclude, that they act from hypocrify, but not fo of us.

They pleaſe the people ; we pleaſe, at leaſt endeavour to

pleaſe, thoſe of high rank. Now, there are many remark-

able advantages they gain by pleafing the people, whereas

it is evident, ex poft facto, that we gain nothing by pleaf-

ing the gentry ; for they never trampled upon us fo much

as of late ; and have entirely defeated our application to par-

liament for augmentation of ſtipend fo far are we from

being in any refpect the better of the gentry, that we have

reallygreat reafon to complain of them ; for, when we have

endeavoured to ingratiate ourſelves with them, by foftneſs

and complaifance, and by going confiderable lengths with

G
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them in their freedom, they often-times, moft ungenerouf-

ly, defpife us but the more : nay, many of them have firſt

taught us live at a high rate, and then refuſe to give us any

thing to keep it up. Now, as we men of reafon could not

but foreſee this, it is plain, nothing but the moſt difin-

tereſted virtue could lead us to act as we have done..

Whereas, on the other hand, the orthodox have gained,

and do poffefs the eſteem of the common people ; and ſo it

is plain, they could have no other view in their conduct but

to attain it. However, to fhew our charity, we allow there

are fome on their fide, who are indifferently honeſt, but

theſe are men of very weak intellectuals, as is evident from

their not thinking as we do.

The other part of the maxim is abundantly reaſonable, but

not ſo eaſily put in practice, viz. repreſenting the fame in-

dividual perſon ſometimes as a knave, and fometimes as a

fool. This affair is fometimes unluckily managed, when it

is uncautiouſly attempted. In order to its being done fuc-

ceſsfully, therefore, let the two following rules be obſerved.

1. Let a man be repreſented as a knave and a hypocrite

to one fort of people in the world ; and let him be repre-

fented as a fool, not to the fame, but to another fort : let

the firſt be chiefly your better fort of people, particular-

ly thoſe among them that hate much profeffion of religion,

and are apt to call all ftrictneſs hypocrify : the other, it is

plain, muſt be the fimple and credulous.

The 2d rule is, that, if poffible, there fhould be diffe-

rent perfons employed in ſpreading theſe different calumnies

ofthefame man; by this apparent conſiſtency, in every one's

opinion with itſelf, they will be the more eaſily maintained,

and be the lefs liable to diſcovery : and fo as the ſeveral

wheels of a watch, by oppofite motions, promote the fame

end, fo the feveral members of the moderate body, byfeem-

ingly different and oppofite means, confpire in promoting

the good of the whole. The principle upon which theſe

two rules are founded, is, that probability ought to be ſtu
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(

died in every falfhood we would have believed ; which prin-

ciple is laid down, and finely illuftrated in the Art ofPoliti-

cal Lying, faid to be wrote by one Dr. Arbuthnot.

MAXIM XII.

Astothe world in general, a moderate man is to have great

charity for Atheiſts and Deifts in principle, and for per-

fons that are loofe and vitious in their practice, but none

at allfor thofe that have a high profeſſion of religion, and

agreatpretenceto ftrictness in their walkand converfation.

This maxim ſeems to be pretty ſtrongly laid, and yet,

upon a strict enquiry, it will be found that we follow it

very exactly. That we have charity for the first mention-

ed fort of perſons is evident ; for we endeavour to accom-

modate ourſelves to them, and draw as near them as poſſible

we can, infifting upon nothing in our fermons but what may

be ſaid to be a part, or an improvement of the law of na

ture. And as to our having no charity for the other fort

it is as evident ; witneſs the odious idea we have affixed to

the name of a profeffor (unleſs when it is meant of a pro

feffor in a college) ; and witnefs our ironical way of ſpeak

ing, when we fay of a man he has a gravefanctified air

nay, even holiness and godlinefs are feldom taken by us in

a very good ſenſe, when we fay, one of the holy brethren, a

a good godly lady, they would miſtake us very much tha

would think we had a high opinion of any of theſe perſons

This our conduct a certain young man, of the orthodo:

fide, reflected very feverely upon, as he thought, in a fer

mon, which he afterwards printed, in words to this pur

pofe : " They can indeed talk very fluently of univerfal be

" nevolence, and a charitable candid difpofition ,-but thei

" charity is confined to theſe who favour their opinions, c

" perhaps are indifferent about religion altogether, while th

leaft appearance of ferious devotion, or fervent zeal fc

G 2
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God, is enough to forfeit it. Indeed this charity is as

myfterious as the faith of the moſt bigotted catholic ; it

" is equally full of contradictions, and ſeems refolved to

" found itſelf, not upon evidence, but upon the want of it.

Where every thing has the worst appearance, there they

" will believe well ; but where the outward conduct is blame-

" leſs, they candidly ſuſpect that nothing but hypocrify lies

at the bottom." But, with the leave of this ſmart youth,

what he ſays of us is very true, and we maintain it to be

right ; for, the very meaning of charity is to believe without

evidence ; it is no charity at all to believe good of a man

when we fee it, but when we do not fee it. It is with cha-

rity in ſentiment, as with charity in ſupplying the neceffities

of men, we do not give alms to the rich but to the poor.

In like manner, when there are all outward appearances of

goodneſs, it requires no charity to believe well of the per-

fons: but when there are none at all, or perhaps very many

to the contrary, then I will maintain it is charity, and cha-

rity in its perfection , to believe well of them . Some object

to this ; Well, fince it is your will, have charity for them, but

have charity alfo for fuch as are apparently good. Oh ! the

ſtupid world ! and flow of heart to conceive ! is it not evi-

dent to a demonftration, that if the appearance of wicked.

nefs be the foundation of charity, the appearance of good.

nefs, which is its oppofite, muſt be the foundation of a quite

contrary judgment, viz. fufpecting or rather believing ill of

hem. If any ftill infift, that if not charity, ýet juſtice

hould incline us to believe well of them, as I have feeming-

y confeffed : I anfwer, that we have no occafion for ju-

ice, if we have charity ; for charity is more than juſtice,

ven as the whole is more than a part : but though I have

ppoſed, argumentandi gratia, that juftice requires this, yet

is not my fentiment ; for the perfons meant being uſu-

ly great enemies to us, are thereby cut off from any claim

juffice to our good opinion ; and being alfo, as has been

oved, improper objects of charity, it remainsthat we ſhould

ute them with perfe&t hatred, as in fact we do.

:
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Thus I have laid down, and illuftrated, thefe excellent

maxims; and, I think, carried them fo far as to make a

complete fyftem for the education and accompliſhment of a

moderate clergyman, for his guidance in public judgment,

and his direction as to private practice. And now, courte-

ous reader, let us ſtand ſtill and rejoice over the happy ſtate

of our mother-church of Scotland, in which moderation fo

greatly prevails ; and let us rejoice in hope of what improve-

ments ſhe may yet arrive at, by adhering to theſe maxims,

now digefted into fuch admirable form and order. O what

noble, fublime, and impenetrable fermons ſhall now be

preached ! what victories and triumphs fhall be obtained over

the ſtupid populace, by forced fettlements, which never have

ſuch a beautiful and orderly form, as when finiſhed by foldi-

ers, marching in comely array, with fhining arms, a per-

fect image of the church militant ! and what perfectly virtu-

ous and finleſs lives fhall be led by thefe clergy, who, with

fteady eye, regard the good of this vaft whole, which never

yet went wrong! There is nothing indeed that any way

tarnishes the beauty of this profpect, but the miscarriage of

the augmentation fcheme, over which I could now lament,

in elegiac ſtrains, but that my hope is not yet quite extinct ;

for, who can tell whether, when we fhall have brought mo-

deration to perfection, when we fhall have driven awaythe

whole common people to the Seceders, who alone are fit

for them, and captivated the hearts of the gentry to a love

of our folitary temples, they may not be pleaſed to allow

us more ftipends, becauſe we ſhall have nothing to do but

to spend them?

I would now propoſe, that the next enfuing General Af

femblywould apppoint (what indeed I might not without rea-

fon expect, whether they appoint it or not) that all the pro

feffors of divinity in the nation fhall lecture one day, every

week, upon this ſyſtem of moderation, that our youth may

be trained up, from their infancy, in a taſte for it. This,

I amfure, will be much more profitable than any ofthe an
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tiquated fyftems of divinity, as Pictet or Turretine : nay, I

am perfuaded, it is more exactly calculated for the preſent

times, than even the more modern authors, Epictetus and

Marcus Antoninus, which laft, in Mr. Foulis's tranſlation,

hath, by many young divines, in their firft year, been mi-

ftaken for Marckii Medulla Theologiae.

If this mytreatiſe fhall meet with the fuccefs and acceptance

that it juſtly deſerves, it is my intention to offer to the pu-

blic, a ftill more minute and particular delineation of the

moderate character, either in another book, of a different

form from this, or, perhaps, in a ſecond edition of the fame,

which fhall, in that cafe, be the text, and to which I will

add large explanatory notes, containing much private hiſto-

-ry, and referring to many particular facts, in order to ren

der it the more grateful , as well as the more inſtructing to

the reader. I have alfo by me the fiamina vitae of many

ufeful and edifying treatiſes, which ſhall be produced in due

time, as the muſes ſhall give affiſtance : fuch as the art of

making a flouriſhed fermon with very little matter, by a pro-

per meaſure of fimiles, and by repeating every paragraph

over again in the form of a foliloquy ; One refolution for

all cafes of conſcience, from the good of the whole ſcheme ;

A directory for prayer, upon the ſame ſcheme ; The horrid

fin and danger ofminifters fpending too much time in catechif-

ing and vifiting, in country parishes : I do not make any

mention oftowns, to avoid giving offence ; as alfo, left it

fhould prove true what I have heard, that the practice is

fcarcely known in any of our great towns, in which cafe,

my reafonings would look like beating the air. Theſe, with

many others, I am, with affiduous care, purchafing mate

rials for compleating, by obfervation and converſation, that

our church may go on, in a progreffive motion, toward the

zenith ofperfection, and meridian of glory.

fball now ſhut up this work, by acquainting the reader

with a fecret, which perhaps he would otherwiſe not advert

to, viz. that I enjoy the pleaſure of having done a thing
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:

feemingly quite impracticable ; I have given the moderate,

and thoſe who defire to be inſtructed in that ſcience, a com-

plete view ofthe maxims and principles of moderation, with-

out, at the fame time, proftituting or giving them up to the

poffeffion of every common reader. Perhaps fome will aſk,

how I imagine I have effected this ? I answer, that I have ſo

framed the whole ofmy book, that it is really intelligible on-

ly to perfons duly qualified ; and to every ſuch perſon, it

is tranſparent as the ſpring water. I have given only mode-

rate reaſons for moderate principles, ſo that however ſtrong-

ly they may convince fome, viz . thofe of our own kidney,

others they will be fo far from convincing, that they will be

thought to operate a quite contrary way. I have managed

this fo carefully, that I could venture to lay a wager, of all

that I am worth, that this treatiſe fhall be taken, by very

many, to be the work of an orthodox pen, and to be in-

tended as a banter upon moderate men, and their way. They

will be tempted to laugh at us, whom they will imagine to be

expoſed by this revelation of our myfteries ; but behold, in-

ſtead of that, every properly prejudiced mind is furniſhed

with a complete fyftem upon which to form his fentiments and

regulate his conduct.
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