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I
To er"E: |
DEPARTED GHOST, -

oK

SURVIVING SPIRIT,

OF the iate' Reverend

© . Mr, —————ae— Minifter in ————————
" WorTHY SIR, - | o
DURING a great part of the time I .fpent, in
- compofing the following treatife, I was fully re-
folved to have fent it abroad by itfclf, and net to have
dedicated it to any perfon in-the world : and indeed, int
a confined fenfe o}) the word WorLp, you fee 1 have
fiill kept myrefolution. The reafon of this my intended
purpofe was,  that 1 find the right honourable the ear]
of Shaftsbury, in an advertifement, or ticket, prefixed
to his works, hath exprefled a contempt, and difdain
of all dedications, prefaces, or other difcourfes, by
way of forerunners te a book. - This-he feems to think
amean and cowardly way in an author, of creeping in.-

- 1o the world, and begging the reception which he dares-

‘not claim. ~ : N o
-, Being fatisfied therefore of the juftnefs.of this obfer.
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vation, and being alfo fomewhat confident (as his lord-
thip feems to have been) of the intrinfic worth of my
performance, Iintended to come forth in this mafterly
manner. - : '
But, upon a.more mature deliberation, I difcovered
that the only objeQtionsagainft dedications were, the felf-

diffidence jyft now mentioned, and the fufpicion of

flattery for felfith ends, which is fo contrary to difin-
terefted benevolence ; fo that if I could frame a dedica-
tion, which fhould be quite beyond the imputation of
any of thefe two purpof¢s, Ifhould thénwholly efcape
ﬁs~lp§dﬂﬁp’s'“ceﬁlp

nothing fhort of, when I have dedicated this book to

you, moft illuftrious SuapE; as my moft malignant ene-.

mies cannot but grant, that I could have no expe&ation
of your encouraging me, either by buying my book,
recommending it to others, or giving it away to the
poor; nay, or even fo much as voting for my tranf:
portation to a better benefice inAffembly orCommiffion.
- It ftartded me a little, that this condu& might per-
haps, by evil difpofed perfons;. be reprefented as an ap-
proach to Popery, and refembling their worlhipping of

faints; but, I hope, this can fcarcely be imputed to.

me in the prefent cafe, fince you never were efteemed
a faint while you lived, nor ever thirfted after that title.

Another more material obje&ion occurred to me,
that a dedication to a dead man, is eithér almoft, or alto-

gether unprecedented. But I am not much concerned

though this method of proceeding fhould be thoughe
bold and new, becaufe this is the chara&er which the

incomparable Mr.— gives of his own Effays upon the .

principles of motality and patural religion. Befides, I
am not altogether deftitute of authority; for the mentor:
able Dean Swift has ufed the freedom to dedicare hig
"Tale of a Tub to Prince Pofterity. 1 have alfo feen 4
fatirical poem, called Zure Divino, dedicated, wih great

ure. 'This aim, I'think, I have fallen’
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{olemnity, to Prince (or rather T believe to King) Rear. .
fon. Iftherefore ane of thefe authors might dedicate 2
boak to a faculty of the human mind, and the other to
an abftraét idea, 1 hopeitis no great prefumption inme
to dedicate mine to you, though in ffatu mortusrum;
efpecially as there is not a living man who hath fo good
a claim to the complement.of a treatife upon my: fubject
. Bntamare gravelling difficulty than any.of thefe kept
me fometime in {ufpenfe, viz. how to get the book prer
fented to you, as I did not find in myfelf any inclinati-
on to depart this life, in order to tranfport it.  After
much trouble I was at length relieved by refle€ing, that
‘Mr. Pope has affured us, that the ghofts of departed la-
dies always haunt the places in which they delighted
while they were alive ; and therefore, from analogy, it
is to be fuppofed, that the fame thing holds with regard
to departed minifters. If this is the cafe, 1look upon !
itas certain, that your chief refidenccisin the Aflembly- .
houfe at Edinburgh, where you have, in your life-tinie, |
both given and received fo much pleafure. Forthough .
I wi.‘{n'ot lmit you, in‘your unembodied ftate; from i
makihg circults through the country, and vifiting fy- |
nods, or presbyteries, particularly in the M—Ie and
G——y, Where there are fo many men afrer your E
own heart; yet 1 dare fay you will not be abfent from |
the Affembly, or ary pf the quarterly meetings of the | |
Commiffion, which hdth o often faved the church from |
impending dangers. - s
Itis therefore my purpofe to go to Edinburgh in May ;
" next, when the Affembly meets, of which 1 amamem. !:
ber, and there to lay before you my performance, hop- |,
ing it will prove moft delicious and favoury to all your i
fenfes, 'to the names of which, .and the manner of their
prefent operation, I am wholly a ftranger. -
It'is probable you have not beer accuftomed thefe
" $¢wo or three years by-%lft, to hear your own praifes *
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ceiebrated, and therefore I fhall no farther launch out
into them than to fay, that thefe is not one branch of
the charadter recommended in the following pages, in
which you were not eminent; and that there never was
one ftone by you left unturned, for promoting the good
caufe.—~—That you may ftill fit upon the threne, and,
by your powerful, though invifible, influence, make
the intereft of moderation prevail, is the ardent wifh,
and the pious prayer of, =

~

. Xour moft obedient)

ﬁnd a.dm.lring.l;crvant. T
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ECCLESIASTICAL

CHARACTERISTICS

INTRODUCTIO

T HE reader wil doubilefs z’\gréc with me, that modc.

ration .isan excellent’ thing, and particularly the
nobleft charatter of a church-man. 1t is alfo well

‘known, that s all churches have ufually in them a mode-
rate, and-a zealous, high-fying,- wild party ; fo our church

hath, at prefent, a certain party, who glory in, and fight
for moderation; and who (it is tp be hoped juftly) appro-
priate to themfelves wholly the chara&ter of moderate men ;
neither is it a fmall prefage of a glorious and bie({ﬁ:L ftate

of the.church, in its approaching periods, that fo many of -

our young men are fmitten wuh the love of moderation,
and generally burn with defice tof appear in that noble and
divine charater.

This hath infpired me with the ambition and expe&atlon
of being helpful in training up as many as are defirous of it,
in this moft ufeful of all {ciences: for however perfefly it

"is known, and however fteddily pratifed by many who are

adepts; and notwithftanding there are fome young men, of

- pregnant parts, who make a fudden-and furprizing profici-

ency, with much affiftance ; yet T have ofteri obferved, that
there are feveral perfons, who err, in many inftances, from
the right path, bogle at fundry particular fteps of their lead-
ers, and take a long time before they are thoroughly cor<
firméd in their principles and practice. The fame perfons’

dlfo, by an unftable conduét, or by an imprudent, or une:

feafonable difcovery of their' defigns, have brought arepronch’
. R »a .
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tipon their party, and been an obftruétion to whatevcr work
they had then in hand.

Thefe bad effects, Ihumbly conceive,. ﬁow chwﬂy, if not
only, from the want of a complete fyﬁem of moderation,
containing all the principles of it, and giving a diftin¢t view
of thelr mutual influence one upon another, as well as prov-
ing their reafonablenefs, and fhewing, by examples, how they
ought to be put in pradtice.

There is no work of this kind, to my knowlege, yet ex-
tant, which renders my prefent- undertakmg of it the more-
laudable, and will, I hope, render it the more acceptable.

.- I muft inform the reader, that after I was fully convine-
.ed of the neceffity of fome fuch piece as what follows, but
before I entered upon it myfelf, I earneftly entreated feve-
_12] of the moft eminent men of the moderate ftamp among
us, thefe burning and fhining lights of our church,” who are,
.and are efieemed to be, our leaders, that fome of them
would fet about it.. Haqwever they all devolved it upon me,
and made this fatisfying excufe.for themfelves, that they were
fo bufied in affing moderation, that they could not have
time to write upon it. This foon led me to think what
would become of many noble defigns, and what advantage
our difcontented zealots might take, if any of the expert
fteerfmen of this ecclefiaftical veflel of ours, fhould retire
from the helm but {fo long time as would be neceffary to
bring a work of fuch a nature, to the perfetion in firength,
fymmetry, and clegance, that the reader will perceive, even

this of mine is arrived at.

I fhall now proceed to the principal part of the work af'.
ter I have informed the reader of the plan of it, which is -
briefly this, to enumerate diftin@tly, and in their proper or-
der and conneétion, all the feveral Maxims upon which mo-
derate men conduét themfelves : and forasmuch as the juftice
of many of them, being refined pieces of policy, is not ve-
ry evident at firft fight, I fhall fubjoin to each an illuftrati-
on and ccnfirmation of it from reafon, or experieace, or
beth, AV, B. 1 fhall make but very little ufe of feripture,
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.‘becaufe that is contrary to fome of the maxims themfélves,
a8 will be feen in the fequel.

M AXIM L
AII ecclef aﬂu-al perfons, of wlmfever rank, whether princi-
pals of colleges, profeffors of divinity, minifters, or evere.
" probationers, that are fupeled of herefy, are to be effeem—
“ed men of great gewins, vaft learning, and uncemmorz
worth, and are, by all means, to be fipported and proteéled.

All moderate men have a kind of fellow-feeling with ke-
xefy, and as foon as they hear of any one fufpetted, or in
danger of being profecuted for it, zealouﬂy, and unanimouf-
dy rife up in his defence, This falt is unqueﬂxonable o
-never knew a moderate man in my life, that did not love
and honeur a heretic, or that had not an implacable hatred ax
" :the perfons and chara&ers of herefy-hunters ; a name with
-which we have thought proper to ftigmatize thefe fons of
-Belial, who begin and carry on profecutxons againft'men for
-herefy in church courts. .

As to the juftice of this maxim, many folid mfons may
be given for it. Compaffion itfelf, which is one of the
‘fineft and moft benevolent feelings of the human heart,
moves them to the relief of their diftrefled brother.— An-
.other very plin reafon may be given for it ; modcrate ‘men
are, by their very name and conflitution, the reverfe, in all
refpells, of bigotted zealots. Now, it is well known, that
.many of this laft fort, both clergy and common people, when
they hear of a man fufpeéted of herefy, conceive an averfior:
at him, even before they know any thing of the cafe; noy
after he is acquitted (as they are all of them commonly ix
our church courts) can they ever come to entertain 4 favour.
‘able opmxon of him. The reverfe of this then is to be as early
and as vigorous in his defence, as they are in his profecuu
on, and as implicite in our belief of hxs onhodoxy, as thq
a:cmthwbehefofhaserror. } '
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1 remember, when § was_difcourfing once to this purpoft,
1 certain raw unexperienced . perfon. faid, he had always
thought, that not moderation, but lukewarmnefs and indif-
ference to truth, was the reverfe of exceffive zeal, and that

moderaticn was.fituated in the middle betwixt the two. To

whom 1anfwered, Young man, - you do not reflect, that no
fiery man can be refifted but by one as: fierce, nor overcome
but by one fiercer than himfelf : if, therefore; no-body would
oppofe the zealots, but fuch calm midfinen as you mention,
in every fuch inftance the balance of power. muft lean to their
fide, and the poor heretic muft fall a facrifice, to the no
fmalldetriment of the caufe of modération ; which, by the
by, is commonly {upported by the heretics in their ﬂauuns,
and therefore they deferve a grateful return. :

This brings -to my mind another reafon for the maxmi,
viz. that heretics being fo nearly related to the moderate
men, have a right to claim their proteftion out of friendthip
and perfonal regard. This ferves a very noble end, for it -
vindicates the Chriftian religion {rom the objeétion of fome
infidels, who affirm, thatit does not recommend private friend-
fbip: now, moderate men having all a very great regard to
private fiiend(bip, and perfonal connexions, do, by their
praftice, which is the moft folid way, confute their flander.

I m3y add to thefe another argument for the great chara&ter
of heretics, as afferted in the maxim, whichI picked up from

the preaching of a feceding minifter. He told his hearers,

that when the devil looks out for an inftrument to propagate
crror, he never makes choice of a weak fily man, but one
able and learned ; as well knowing, I fuppofe, that though
God can fupport his caufe by any inftrument whatever, yet
he needs always the beft, and moft fufficient he can ger.
Now, though I hope no man will reckon me of this fanatic’s
principles, fo far as to think the devil the fource of error, yet
this citation ferves my purpofe, as it fhews that he himfelf
was convinced of the ability and .learning of heretics; and
ll the world knows,. thas the teftimony of an enemy | isthe

trongeft of all evidences upoma man’sfide. .. . . .ooo.a T
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mmll conétade thismaxim with oN'erving,that fuch tender.

n:fx for heretics, however due from fome, is yet, in many of

the moderate charaéter, an inftance of the moft heroic and ge-
perous friendfhip. It is quite difinterefted, as they themfelves :

run not the fmalleft hazard of ever being in the like circum-
ftances. Heretics are commonly an honeft fort of people, but, |
with all their book-learning, of no great ftock of prudence -
or policy. They publith and affert whatever they believe up.
on all points, without confidering ‘the reception it is like to

meet with, from thofe of oppofite principles. They affront

the public to its face, which lord Shaftfbury tells us ought not

tobe done. On the other hand, men, thorough-paced i i

- moderation, difcover their principles only at fuch tj and
¢o fuch perfons, as are able to bear them. * By this means
they preferve themfelves from herefy; and indeed they can-

yot fall into it, unlefs by miftake: in which cafe, asfoon

as they are challenged, (if it is like to be attended with any
temporal inconveniency) they deny it, explam it away, of
repent, and afk pardon.

: In all this they follow the noble example of Mr. — who,
in the Affembly debates upon profeffor Simfon’s aﬂ‘axr, hap-
pening to fay fomething that was challenged by one prefent’

as herefy, lmmedxatcly rephed, Moderator, if that be hcrefy,
l renounce it.

MAXIM I
Wben any man is clmrged with qu/é pra&xces, or texdmae:
.to immorality, he is to be fereened and protetled, as much
as poffible, efpecially if the faults laid to his charge be, as
they are incomparably well termed in a fermon, preatbed

ba lmpefal youth, that made j‘ame na:jé lately, good-hu-
meured vices.

:v

- The reafon upon which this maxim is founded may bc;

taken from the reafons of the former, mutatis rmltamlu.

here being fcarcely any of them that ‘does not hald equally”
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o both cafes : "a Libertine is'a kind of prafticil heretic, and
s to be treated as fuch. Dr. Tillotfon obferves, in one
f his fermons, that the worft of all herefies is a bad life ¢
ow, if inftead of wor/?, which is an uncomely expreflion,
ou would read greatefl in that paffage, then a Libertine is
he greateft of all heretics, and to-be honoured in proporti-
n. Even the apoftle Paul (whe is very feldom of any ufe to
s in our reafonings) feems to fuppofe, that they are men of
noft knowlege, who are moft free and bold in their prattice;
nd that they are only weak brethren who are filled with
cruples.  ‘The weak man is reftrained and confined by his
arrow confcience, but the ftrong man believeth that he may
at, and, by parity of reafon, drink all things.

Letit \Ifo be pbferyed, that good-humaured vices are cer-
ainly fecial pleafures, fuch as flow from, and (how benevo.
ence ; and this is an affetion for which our whole fraternity
ave the bigheft regard, infomuch that. the very word has. be~
ome the Shibboleth of our. party..

I muft not, however, omit takmg notice, to prcveut mis
lakes, .of one exception that' muft be made from this maxim ;

hat is, that when the perfon, to whafe charge any faultsiare

iid, is reputed orthodox in his principles, in the common
cceptation of that word, or.comes in by orthodox influence,
n that cafe, they are all to be taken for granted as true, and
he evil of them fet forth in the livelieft colours. In confe-
uence of this, he is to-be profecuted and torn to pieces on ac+
ount of thefe crimes. Butif it fo happen, that he cannot
e convifted upon‘a trial, then it is beft to make ufe of things
s they really are; that is, to exprefs fufpicions, to give.in-
enious and dubious hints, and, \if poffible, ruin him without
ny trial atall. There was a noble example of. this given a
w years ago, in the cafe of a fettlement in the bounds of

prefbytery, very many of whom are eminent in moderati-

n. In that cafe, there were feveral faultslaid to the charge
f the candldate; and yet, though he himfelf véry mruchi in-
fted upon an enquiry into their truth, and a judgment upx
n the i ~levancy, tisc prefbytery wifely refufed to do citheg
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the one or the other; but left them to have their.own natural
weight in fame, rumour, and converfation.

" 'The neceflity of this exception is very evident ; for, in the
fuppofed cafe, all the reafons for protection to the young
man fail : to fatisfy himfelf of which, let the reader view
thefe reafons, as they are annexed to the firft maxim, and
fave my book from the deformity of repetition. N

M'AxxM Im.

Itisa necgﬂ'ary part of the charaller of a moderate man, ne-
ver o [peak of the Confeffion of Faith but with a Jueer ;
to give fly kints, that he does not thoroughly believe it ; -
and to make the word orthodoxy a term of contempt and

 reproach, ‘

The Confemon of Fiith, which we are now v all kid un.
der 2 difagreeable neceffity to fubfcribe, was framed in
times of hot religious zeal ; and therefore it can hardly be fup-
pofed, to contain any thing agreeable to our fentiments, in
thefe cool and refrefhing days of moderation. So true is

. this, that I do not remember to have heard any moderate man
fpeak well of it, or recommend it in a fermon, or private
difcourfe, in my time. And indeed nothing can be more
ridiculous, than to make a fixed ftandard for opinions, which
change juft as the fathion of clothes and drefs. No com-
plete fyftem can be fettled for all ages, except the maxims I
am now compiling and iltuftrating ; and their great perfefti-
on lies in their being ambulatory, fo that they may be ap-
plied differently, with the change of times.

Butbefides thefe general reafons, there is one very ftrong par-
ticular reafon why moderate men cannot love the Confeffion of
Faith ¢ moderation evidently implies a large (hare of charity,
and confequently a.good and favourable opinion of thofe
that differ from our church; but a rigid adherence to the Con-
feflion of Faith, and high efteem of it, nearly borders upon,
or gives grest fufpicion of harih opmions of thofe that dif-

C
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fer from us; ‘and does not experience rife up and raify this
obfervation? 'Who are the narrow-minded, bigotted, un-
charitable perfons among us? who are the fevere cenfurers
of thofe that differ in judgment ? who are the damners of
the adorable heathens, Socrates,- Plato, Mar¢us Antonit
fus, -etc. 2 In fine, who are perfecutors of the inimitable
heretics among ourfelves ? who but the admirers of this-an.
tiquated compofition, who pin their faith to other men’s
fleeves, and will net endure -ore jot -lefs or different belief
from what their fathers had before them! . It is therefore *
plain, that the moderate man, who-defires to inclofe all in»
telligent ‘beings in one benevolent embrace,” muft have'an
ntter abhorrence, at that vlle hedge of dlﬁmé'tlon, thc (Jon.
feffion of Faith. - .

I fhall briefly mention a tnﬂmg objeéhon to- thls part of
our charaéter, that by our fubfcnptxon we facrifice fincerity;
the queen of virtues, to private gain and advantage. To
“which I anfwer, in the firft place, That the objétion proves
too much, and therefore-muft be falfe, and can prove not
thmg for, allowing the juftice of the obje@ion, it would
follow, that a vaft number, perhaps a majority, of the clergy
of the church of England are villains ; - their printed fermons
being, many of them, diametrically oppofite- to the Articles
which they fubfcribe. | Now; as this fuppofition can never be
admitted, by ary charitable man, the objeCtion from whence
it ﬁows, as a neceffary confequencé, muft fail to the ground:

But farther, what is there mdre infincere in our fubferi.
ptions, ‘than in thefe expreffions of compliment and civility,
which all acknowlege lawful, although they rarely exprefs the
meaning of the heart! The defign is fufficiently underfrood
1n Both cafes; and our fubfcr:pnons have this advantage above
forms of compliment, in point of honefty, that weare at4
great deal of pains, ufually to ‘-pcrfuade the world that we do
not believe what we Ti ign, whereas the complaifant gentleman
fs very feldom at any pains about the matter. I could offer a
gredt deal more upon this fubjc& but what is &zd mny fuﬁice
$n {o clear z cafe. aogie. S
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4 gqad fmo/m’ my/} nqt oyb; é;we all the a[:o‘ue qnd ﬁ;&-
. Jequent principles of mederation in- /:m%, 4: the /&urce

. - 6f -every.thing that is geed, but muft, ever. ‘and above,.
. have. the following - fpecial tarks and figns of a tajent
far preachings V. His fubjacls muft be <oufined to fq-
cial duties. 2. He ma/l recommend them on{y from 13-

.. sonal conﬁdesauons, viz, phe bequty anfi come{y tpra-
. pertions of vivtue,. and its advantages in t/ze~frc;/27¢
lifes- witheut any regard to a future. flate of more ex-

. pended /élf-mt,erq/} 3. j[z: authority muft be drawy
ﬁ'om heathen writers, yone, or as, fewﬁas pqﬂ' bles from
fcnpture. .4 He- muft e yery unacceptablc to- tl:c com-

man people.

_Thcf; four - marks of 2 good preaeher, or ules for
prqachxng -well, - (for they- ferye: «equally fog both purpofes)
I thall endeavoyr diftin@ly to illuftrate and confirm, that
 this important branch of m my fubjett may be fully underftood,

As-1o.the firfi of thefle rules, that 3 preacher’s fiabjects
muft be confined to ficial duties, it is quite neceffary ig
2 modprate man, beraufe. his. moderation teaches him to-
avoid all. the hxgh ﬂnghts of - cvangehg enthufiafm, and the
myfteries of grace, Wwhich the common people are fo fond
pf It. may be obferved, .may, it is obferved, that all of"
. our ftamp avoid the word grace 3s much,as pofﬁble, and
bave agreed 1o fubfiitute the, maral virtues in the room of
the graces of the Sp;rzt, which is the orthodox_ expreﬁion’.
And indeed it is not in thns only, but in all pther cafes that
we, endeaveur to 1mprove the phrafeology,.. and thow, tha;
befides fentxment, even in language xtfelf wc are far fupe-
rior tp, and wifer than our fathers before us. I could thow
this py a great many examplesb but that it would be too tedi- -
ous, and therefore only add to the One mentioned above, that
whcrc an antient orthodox man, or even an old- faihxonec;

Gt
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modern, that thinks religion can never be mended, either in
matter or manner, would have-faid a great degree of fantti-
Sication, a man of moderation and politenefs will fay, a bigh
pitch of virtue. Now, as this is the cafe, itis plain, a mo-
derate preacher muft confine his fubjects to focial duties chief-
1y, and not infift on fuch’ paffages of feripture as will, by
the very repetition of them, contaminate his ftile, and may
‘perhaps diffufe a rank fmell of orthodoxy through the whole
‘of his difcourfe.

After all, T cannot refufe, that it is ftill a more excellent
way, for thofe who have talents equal to the undertaking, to
felze an othodox text, cxplam it quite away. from_its ordi-
nary fenfe, and conftrain it to fpeak the main parts of ‘our
own fcheme. ‘Thus a noble champion of ours chofe once
for his fubjet, Rom. viil. 2. For the law of. the fpirit of
life, in Chrift Jefis, hath made me free from the law of
f n and death : which he explamed in this manner ; fhe law
of the fpirit o ’l:ﬁ’, that is, the moral fenfe—3 in Cimﬂ
Jefous which is the fum of the Chriftian religion, ezc.
‘The advantage of this way is, that it is tearing the weapons
‘out of the hands of the orthodox, and turning them againft
themfelves. And it may perhaps, in time,"have ‘the effect
to make our hearers affix our fenfe to their beloved fcriptures;
or, atleaft, which is the next thing, prevent them from be-
ing able to find any other.— However, I muft acknowlege,
that _this way of doing is not for every man’s mahagement,
and therefore I continue my advice to the generahty, fhll to

adhere to the rule as firft delivered.

‘The fecond rule will be eafily confirmed, that duties are
to be recommended only from rational confiderations. What
can be imagined more foolith than to contradi&t this? if
there be any thing in a fermon different from rational confi-
deranons, it muft be irrational, that is to’ fay, abfurd. It
is in this part of our fcheme that we, moderate men, obtain
a glorious triumph over our adverfaries and defpifers. "Who
but mutt fmile, when they hear the contemptible vulgar, ig-

torant, hot-headed country clders, or filly womeri, }ed ap-
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tive by them at their will, faying, they do ot love this ra-
sional way of going to heaven!

But to explain this method a little further, the rational
‘way of preaching is fometimes fet in oppoﬁnon to the pathe-
tic way of raifing the paffions, This laft is what we great-
‘ly difapprove of : there is fomething ‘immoderate i in the very
idea of raifing the paﬁions and therefore it is contrary to
~ our charafter: nor was it ever known, that a truly mode-

‘ate man reifed or moved any affeétion in his hearers, unlefs
-perhaps the affeftion of anger againft himfelf. We leave
that to your vehement bawlers, or your whining lamerters,
“that are continuaily.telling, they will fpend and be fpent, for
the falvation of their hearers, which lord Shaft(bury elegant-
‘ly derides, by calling it the heroic paffion of faving fouls.
“And- let any unprejudiced perfon judge, if there is not fome-
‘thing vaftly great, fomething like a heroic fortitude in that
‘man, that can talk of future judgment, heaven and hell,
“with as much coolnefs and indifference as if it were'a com-
‘mon matter. 'To fay the truth, indeed, we do not- often
meddle with thefe alarming themqs However, as I obferv:
ed upon the firft mark of a good preacher, that it is glon-;
“otis 1o rob the orthodox of a text, and make it bend to ouy,
Plans fo it is alfo 'an uncommon excellcnce, to treat thefe fub-
~je@s with calmnels;"-and to prove that we ought to do fo
Thus a great proficient iy our way, lately preaching: upor"
AQs xxiv. 2 5. where Paul made Felix to tremble by hi,
difcourfe, proved from it, that minifters ought not to rax{"
‘the paffions of their hearers, An ignorant obferver wouly;
‘have thought that the paffion of terror was raifed in Felix
to a great degree, and that he was lirde better than a Cam
buflang convi&t. But mark the lucky exprcﬁion our her
got hold of, as ke reafined of righteoufncfs, etc. s as be rea
fened, thatis, arguea' and proved by rational canf Jeraizm-
" This example gives me a fine: opportunity of makmg
- kind of contraft, and fhewing, from fac, the d‘f?ereqcc b
tween an orthodox and a moderate preacher. 1 myfelf‘hcax

‘one of the firft kind, upon the text juft now mentioned ;. ar
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his firft obfervation was; That the apaftle Payl was 2 fattl)fql
eprover; fpeaking home to Felix, 1. Of righteoyfucfs ; tp
onvinge him of amy iniquity he had been guilty of .in, his
jovernment. 2. Of femperance ; which he faid fhould
e tranflated continence, and was probably intended as a rpe
oroof to him and Drufilla who were living in adultery. Hp
ext and main obfervation was, That Felix was: coquited,
ut fiffled his convitions, and delayed his repentance, fay-
ng, Go thy way far this time, when I bgve @ convenient fear
e, 1will call for thee. Then followed a great deal of ftuff
vhich I do not incline to tranfcribe, but it was juft what the
rulgar call experimentsl preaching, I fuppofe to ddhqguia\ ;t '
rom rational. .

But how cantrary to this did our modcrate fncnd. Heﬁ;fz
blerved, that St. Paul was a moral, or a legal preacker; dif
ourfing of righteoufuefs and temperance, without a word of
aithy and then that he was a regfening preacher, that did
0t flrive to raife peoples paffions, but informied their judg-

ent.- I was indeed a little difappointed upen confulting the -
rigingl; to find that the word ufed, which is &ipaspouisg
ignifies qnly, continuing his difCourfé ;- and fo might be either
1 the regfming ot pathetic way: but I wag fatisfied by rg-
leéhr;g, that the word ewdem.ly includes.bath, -and fo rea-
ining heing the bcﬁ, it is to be fnppofcd the apollle pmfc=~
ed it. -

Thethird rulc, viz. rqcommending virtug from the authg;

ty and examples of the heathens, is not, puly highly proper,
ecauft they were very: virtuous, but hath this manifeft.ad-
antagg astending it, that itisa proper. way of .reafoning . tp
wo quite oppofite kinds of perfons. = One is, fuch as arg
eal Chriftians, who will be fhamed by. the fuperior excel.
nce af. mere heathens, as they call them; and whom they
» much defpife. The other is, our prefent living heathens, who
ay no regard to the Chriftian religion at all, and therefore
il only be moved by the, authority of the: _perfons they -
ceny. Itiswell known,. there are multitudes in our ifland,
ho reckon Socrates and Plato to have been much greater
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fnen than any of the. apoftles, although (as the moderate
preacher I mentioned lately told his hearets) the ‘apoftle Paul
had an univerfity education, and was inftru®ed in Logic by
profefior Gamdliel, Therefore let religion be conftantly
and uniformly called virtsie, and let the heathen philofophers
be fet up as.the great patterns and promoters of it. Upon
this head, I muft particilarly recommend M. Antoninus
by name, becaufe an eminent perfon, of the moderate chara-
&er, fays, his meditations Is the sEsT book that ever was
written for forming the heart.

Biit perhaps the laft part of this third rule will be thought
to need moft illufiration and defence, viz. that voxe at all,
or very little ufé is to be made of feripture : and really, to

deal plainly, the great reafon of this is, that very few of the

~ feripture-motives and arguments are of the moderate flamp;
themoft part of them are drawn from orthodox principles : for
example, the apoftle Paul cannot even fay, Hnybandt, lsve your
wives, but his argument and exarhple comes in thefe words,
us Chrift alfo loved the church. The apoftle John alfo fpeaks
ina very myfterious way, of wmion with Chrift, and abiding
In him, in order to bringing forth fruit, which is his way of
fpeaking for a virtuous life. Now, let any indifferent perfon
judge, how this kind of expreflion, and others of the fike
_ hature, fuch as mortifying the deeds of the body through the
Spirit, would agreé with the other parts of our difcourfe;
- they would be like oppofite kinds of fluids which will not
tompound, they would be quite heterogeneous, which is 2-
gainﬂ aHl the rules bf fine writing, and hinders it from be-
ing an uniform, beautiful, and comely Whole. 'Horace,
' in his Art of poetry, gives this as his vety firft obfervauon, _

Humano capiti mzcem  picior, ega.mam ‘
Fungere [ velit

‘Which my learned readcr cannot fail- boﬁr’to remember and
undetftand, and which I defire hitv to apply to thls fubjedt we
bre néw upon. If it be faid, that fermens are not poems, and
‘therefore not to-be- compofed by the rlles’of poetrv - T ane
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fwer, it isa miftake; many of our fermons, efpecially tiofq
compofed by the younger fort among us, are poems; :
leaft they are full of poetical flights, which comes much to th!:
fame thing: not to mention that the rule agrees equal- ~
ly to profe and poetry. How .often have I heard parts of
Mr. Addifon’s Cato, Young's Night Thoughts, and divers
other poems in fermons; and to fay the truth, they were none
of the worft parts of them, However, Iwould offer my ad-
vice, as that of a perfon of fome experience, to all young
preachers, not to do Dr. Young the honour of borrowing any
thing from him again, becaufe he is a fnarling, fullen, gloomy,
melancholy mortal, cites a great deal of fcripture, and parti.
cularly, becaufe he has gnven avile foeer at the pratice Iam
jult now recommending, in the following two lines of hxs
Univerfal Paffion. .

- When doftors feripture, for the claffics quit,
Polite apofiates, from God's graee to wit.

1 have only another advite to give upon this head, and that
is, that when our young preachers think proper to borrow
from modern printed poems, they would be pleafed to tranf.
profe them a little, fo to fpeak, that they may not be too eafi-
ly difcerned by young gentlemen who read the Magazmes.
However, I am in great hopes we fhall fhortly be quite a-~
bove the neceflity of borrowing from any body, in order to
make our fermons poetry: there are fome perfons of genius
among_us, that can make very good. poetry of their own,
of which T could produce fome recent inftances, but I do
not think it at prefent expedient.

) The fourth and laft rule for a preacher, is, that he muﬁ;
be very unacceptable to the people. The Spe&ator, 1 remem-
ber, fomewhete fays, that moft of the critics in Great Bri-
tain feem to a&t as if the firft rule of dramatic writing were,
wot to pleafe. Now, what they make the firlt rule of writs
ing plays, I make the laft rule for compofing fermons; not
ms being the leaft, but the moft important. It is indeed
the grand criterion, the moft indifpenfible rule of all. Tho
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©ne fhould pretend to adhere to all the former rules, and
be wanding in this alone, he would be no more than « ﬁum!-
$ng brafs or a sinkling cymbal ; pardon the expreffion, tife
Importance of the matter requireth it. I fhall put a cafe 5
Suppofe a man {kould have the approbation of the very beft
judges, viz. thofe whofe tafte we ourfelves allow tobe good,
if at the fame time he happens to be acceptable to the com.
mon people; it is 2 fign that he muft have fome fubtle refined
fault, ~vhich has efcaped the obfervation of ‘the good judges
aforefaid ; for, there is o man, even of our own fraternity,
To perfe&t and uniform in judging right, as the common
people are in judging wrong.

1 hope there is little need of affigning reafons for this great
 charateriffic of the artof preaching ;- I fuppofe it will be al-
lowed to be, if not altogether, at leaft next to felf-evident: afl
the feveral reafons that have been given for the particular
maxims of moderation, concur in eftablithing this; for the
people are all declared enemies of moderation, in its princt-
Ples and pradtice ; and therefore, if moderation be right,
they mult be wrong. There is a known flory of a heathen
orator,” who, when the common people gave a fhout of a
applaufe, during his pronouncing an oration, immrediately
turned. about to a friend, and afked him, what miftake he
had committed. Now, if an audience of wvulgar heathens
was allowed to be fo infallibly wrong in their judgment,
the fame thing muft hold, 2 fortiers, in an audience of vul-
gar Chriftians.

From this it evidently follows, that a popular preacher
effentially fignifies, a bad preacher; and it is always fo under-
Ttood by us, whenever we ufe the expreffion. If we but
thear it reported of any one, that he is very popular among
the lower fort, we are under ng difficulty of giving his cha-
radter, without havirlg heard him preach ourfelves. In this
cafe, farhe is a certain "guide to truth, by being inverted;
for we deteft and defpfe him, precifely:in the fame proporti- .
on that the people admire him. On the other hand, the
truly moderate man is not only above the applaufe of the -

D
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multitude, but he .glories in their hatred, and -rejoices in

himfelf, in propornon as he has been fo happy as to pro

voke and difoblige them. Of this I could give feveral not-

able examples, were it not that it muft certainly offend their

modefty, not only to pmfe them in pnnt, but even to pu-
« blifh their higheft virtues.

But now, upon the whole, as a great critic obferves, that
there is fometimes more beauty fhown in a compofition, by ,
receding from the rules of art, when an important point is
to be gained, than by firictly adhering to them; fo all thefe
rules notwithftanding, it fhall be allowable for any moderate
_man, upon an extraordinary emergency, to break them for
agood end: as for inftance, he may fpeak even in White-
field’s flile, when his fettlement has the misfortune to depend
upon the people ; which I have known done with good fuc-
cefs.  Weare alfo well fatisfied, that Mr. T r of Nor-
wich, and fuch like firft-rate writers, fhould inake pompous
colletions of fcripture-texts, as their truly laudable inten-
tion is, by altering Chriftianity, to reconcile it to moderati-

“on and common fenfe; and to find out a meaning to words,
"which the writers of them, as living in the infancy of the
church, had not difcernment enough to intend. ‘
. To conclude this maxim, it would be too formal for me,
and too tedious to the reader, to enumerate all the objecti-
ons that are, by fome, raifed againft our way of preaching :
[T fhall therefore mention but one, and thow it is falfe, hop-
ing that the reader will fuppofe, there is no more foundation
for any of the reft. Itis alleged there-is no method. in our
difcourfes, but that they confift in random- ﬁlghts, and ge-
-neral declamations. Nothing more untrue. The polite rea-
der, or hearer, knows that there may be ‘an excellent and
regular method, where there are no formal diftin&tions of
Sirftly, fecandly, and thirdly : but, to cut off all occafion
of cavil, let the world hereby know, that -one of our moft
_famed preachers chofc once for his text, John xi. 39. and
of that verfe the following words, He flinketh. He obferved,
‘we had there (« - *"crcabouts) a defcription of the threefold

-\
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ﬁnte of a bad man, firft, he fickened; fecondly, hQ Bed ;
thirdly, he flank. This I take to have been an accuracy in
pomt of method, to whxch it wxll not be eafy to find a parallel.

'MAXIM,V.

A minifter, mxg/} endeavour to acquire as great a degree of
politenefs in his carriage and behaviour, and to catch as

- much of the air and manner of a fine gentleman, as pof-
f bly he can.

“This is’ ufually a dxfhngulfhmg mark between - the mo-
‘ deratc and the orthodox, and how much we have ‘the advan-
tage in it is extremely obvious. Good manners is undoubtedly
the moft excellent of all accomplithments, and, in fome mea-
fure, fupplies the place of them all when they are wanting.
- And furely nothing can be more neceflary to, or more or-

namental and becoming in a minifter : it gains him eafy ac-

cefs into the world, and frees him from that: rigid feverity
which renders many of -them fo odious and deteftable to the
polite part of it. In former times, minifters were fo monkith
and reclufe, for ordinary;and fo formal when they did happen
to appear,  that all the jovial part of mankind, particularly
rakes and libertines, fhunned and fled from them ; or, when

unavoidably thrown into their company, were tonftrained,and
had no kind of confidence to repofe in them: whereas |

now, let a moderate, modern, ‘well-bred minifter- go into
. promifcuous contpany, they ftand in no manner of awe;
" and will even-fwear with 41l imaginable liberty. - This gives
the minifter an opportunity of underftanding their charatter,
and of perhaps fometimes reafoning in an eafy and genteel

. e eiem

manner againft fweanng, witich, though indeed it feldom re-. .

forms.them, yet it is as feldom taken amifs, which thews thc
counfel to have been adminlftered -with prudence.

- How is’it. poffible that a miinifter can underftand thked-
nefs, unlefs he either pra&ifes it himfelf, (but much of that'
will.not yetpafsin the world); or allowst he wicked to be bold

. Da :
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in bis prefence? To.dootherwife, wouldbe to d¢ in’praflice
what I have known parrow-minded bigotted fludents do as
to fpeculation, viz, avoid reading their adverfaries books be-
caufe they were erroneous; whereas it isevident no error can
be refuged til] it be underfiood. -

The fetting the different chara&ters of minifters in imme-
diate oppofition, will put thismatter pat all doubt, as the
fun of truth rifing upon the ftars of error, darkens and makes
them to difappear. Some there are, who.may be eafily known
to be minifters, by their very drefs, their grave dempr logks,
and their confined precife converfation. How contemptible
is ¢his ! and- how like to fome of the meaneft employments
among us; as fajlors, who are known by their rolling walk,
#nd tailors, by the fhivering fhrug of their fhoulders! Bug
our truly accqmplithed clergy put off fo entirely every thing
that is peculiar to, their profeffion, that were you to fee them
in the flrcets, meet with them at g vifit; er fpend an evening
with them in a tavern, you would: not once fufpeét them fon
men. of that- charaller :» agreeably to this, I remember am
excellent thing faid by a gentleman, in commendation of 2
winiften, that bz -bad, nothing atall-of the clérgyman ahont:him.,

- I fhall have dene with this maxim, when.I'have given myp
advice as to the method of attaining to it, which is, that ftu-
dents, probationers, and young clergymen, while their bodies:
andmindsare yet flexible, thould converfe, 2nd keep.company,
as much a3 may be, with officers of the army, undgr five apd.
taventy, of whom ‘there are no fmall number in the nation,.
and with. young gentlemen of fortune, particularyfuuch as, by-
the early and happy death of their parents, have: coms to their
cfates before they arrived at. the years of majority ;. fcarcely-
qne of thefe but is 2 noble pittern to form. upon, for they:
have had the opportunity of-following: natuse, which is the- all-
comprehenfive rule of the antients, and of acquiring a free.
-manner of thinkibg, {peahing, and aéting, witbout cithier the,
pedantry of leatning, or the ‘Siffnefs contra@ads byt wﬁd&
agherence to the maxims of worldly prudence.- .

; After all, T belxr:ve & nught hauﬁfwedi myflf 1 themhkv
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of mferﬂngthb maxim, the prefent rifind generation bring
of them(elves; fufficienty difpofed to obferve it ; this I rec
kon they have, cither conftitutionally, or perbaps have learn
ed it from the inimitable lord Shaftibury, who, in fo livel
g manner, fets forth the evil of univerfites, and recommend
converfation with the polite peripatetics, as thcmly wa;
of aprivieg at true klmwlege.

. ' ' 'MAXIMVI

Jt 55 mot only neceffary for a maderate men to lm/e muc
learning,but ho ought to.be filledwithacontempt of all kind
of kearning but ong, which is to underfiand Leibnitz’s. fchem
well s the chicf parts of which are fo beantifully paintea

. and fo harmonioufly fing by lord Shaftfbury, and whic

- bas been fo well licked into ﬁm and metbad, by the lat

; mmrtd Mr He—e—n,

Thts manim is mccfﬁny, becanfe without ‘it the fgme
eoulﬂ not be attained to. - Much fludy is a great enemy t
politenefs, juft as a great care of houthold, affairs fpoils th
free carelefs air of a fine'lady : and whether politenefs is to b
facrificed: to learning;les the imxpartial world judge. Befides, th
fcheme which k have permifted the meoderate man: to ftudy
doth a&ually fuperfede the ufe of - alk other learning,, becauf
i eontaing the knowlege of the whole, and the-gosd of th
wbele; more than which, 1 hope, wxll be-allowed to be no
only needlefs but lmpolﬁble.

. "Ehi4 fcheme’ excels i brevity,. Cor it may be underﬁoo(
in a very fhere time ; which, I fuppofe, prompted.a certais
clergyman to fay, that any ftudent might get as myieh divi
nity as he would ever have occafion for in fix weeks. It.i
@lfo quite agreeable tosthe improvements that have- been mad
inartsand fciences of late years; for every thing is now mor
compendionfly, taught, and mare fupenficially uinderftood, dhas
formesly, and yet as.well; andbetter tn all the purpefes o
Jife.. In.thevecy mechanic ants,: laborious. diligence gives waj
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‘0 elegance and eafe ; ‘s the lumpifh, ftrong, old Gothic build-
ings, to mere genteel, though flighter, modern ones. There
1ave been fchemes publithed for teaching children to read by -
way of diverfion. Every year givesusa fhorter method of learn-
ng fome branch of knowlege. ‘In fhort, in thefe laft days the
juinteffence of every thing hasbeen extrafted, arid is prefent-
xd us, as it were, in little phials; fo that we may come to a2l
earning by one at of intuition. Agreeably to all this, have
we not feen in falt, many ftudents of 'divinity brought up in
10t-beds, who have become fpeakers in general affemblies, -
ind ftrenuous fupporters of a falling chrch, before their beards
were grown, to the perfect aftonithment of an obferving world ¢

T muft al{o obferve, that there isa providential fitnefs of that
cheme, in another refpet, for the prefent age and time.
When the fees of colleges, and expende of boarding is raif-
d’; when the rate of living is quite altered, and when a fpite- .
ul landed-intereft, and a heedlefs. parliament, have refufed
o grant any augmentation to our {tipends, there is no other
way remains for us, but to cheapcn our education, by tak-
ng lefs time to it, and arriving at the point defigned, by a
nearer cut.  Then there will be no need at all for the critical
tudy of the feriptures, for reading large bodies of divinity, ~
or an acquaintance with church hiftory, or the writings of
hefe poor creatures, the Chriftian fathers, but all is abforbed
nto the good-of the whole : of which I may fay, ferioufly and
oberly, what Dr. Tillotfon fays ironically of tranfubftanti~
tion, that it is not only true, but it is all truth, and'will not
uffer any thing to be true but itfelf.
| 'We find that moderaté men have moftly, by confhmnon,
0o much fpirit to fubmit to the drudgery of the kinds of learn-
ng’ above-mentioned, and defpife all who do fo. Thereis
10 controverfy now about Arian, Arminian, Pelagian, or.
locinian tenets, but only whether. this good of the whole
heme holds. ‘This fhews, by the by, the injuftice and
aalignity of thefe poor beings, the Seceders, who cry out
£ erroneous doétrines in the church, and affert, that Armini«
pifm is publicly taught by many. - It is:known, that theyp
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mmean by-the-moderate men, when they fpeak {o, and yet I
will venture to affirm, that there are not a few young men
of that chara@er, who, if they were afked, could not tell
what the five Arminian articles are, fo little do they regard
Arminianifm. I myfelf, the reader will perceive, know the
number of them, but whether I know any more about them
or not, I fhall preferve as a fecret in my own mind.

It will perhaps be objefted againft this maxim, that the
moderate party commonly fet up upon a pretence of being
more learned than their adverfaries; and are, in faét, thought
to be very learned in their fermons by the vulgar,)who, for
that reafon, hate them. Now, asto their pretending to be
more learned than their adyerfaries, it is moft juft, for they
have, as has been thewn, got hold of the fum total of learning,
although they did not calculate it themfelves. And as to their
being thought learned in their fermons by the vulgar, it is
fuffictent for that purpofe that they be unintelligible. Scatte:-
ring a few phrafes in their fermons, as barmony, order, propor-
tion, tafle, fenfe of beauty, balance of the affections, etc. will ea-
fily perfuade the people that they are learned : and this perfna-
_fion s to all intents and purpofes the fame thing as if it were
- true. It is one of thefe deceitful feelings which Mr. H—,
in his effays has fhown to be fo beautiful and.ufeful. Thefe
phrafes they may eafily get in boeks, not above the fize of
an oftavo; and if they incline to be very deep, they may
get abundance of citations from the antient heathen authors
in Cudworth’s Intelle@tual Syﬁem, and moftly tranﬂated tq
their hand.

_ I fhall now fubjoin 3 fhort catalogue of the moﬁ neceﬂ'a-
ry and ufeful books, the thorough underftanding of which
will make a truly learned moderate man: Leibnitz’s Theodicee,
and bis Letters, Shaftfbury’s Char aﬂerg/lzc.r, Collins® Enquiry
dnto Human Liberty, all Mr. H u's Pieces, Chriftiani.
ty as Old as the Creation, D—n's beft Scheme, and H—,
Aleral Effays ; \the two laft are Scots authors, and it is witt
pleafure I can affure my countrymen they are by far th:
moft perfet of them all, carrying the confequences of thi

S
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cheme to the moft ravithing height. A% 1 poty, it wilf °
e fufficient to read the Pleafures of the hnuagination, and
he Tragedy of Agés, if it be publifhed, decaufe in it dramas
ic poetry is carried to the fummit of perfeltion; and it 1§ .
clieved, by the author’s friends, that there never will be 2
ragedy publithed after it, unlefs by fonre body that is deli-
ious. But whether the knowlege of thiseffet, and-the com«
affion thence arifing to future authors, may not, in a per-
on of fo much hurifity and felf-denial, and of fo confum.
nate and difinterefted benévolence, as that theatrical divine;
holly prevent the publication, I cannot tell; and therefore
nuft leave it to be brought forth by the midwife Occaﬁon,
rom the womb of Time, -~

"MAXIM VIL

{ moderate man muft endeavour, as much as he bandfomly
can, to put off any appearances of devetion, and avoid all

- anneceffary exercifes of relzgzou: worfhip, whether pwbltc
or privale.

1 fully intended, wupon this part of my fubjed, to have
een at fome pains in fhewing the great indecency of a grave
nd apperently ferious carriage, or of introducing any religi«
us fubject-of convetrfation into promifcuous company: but
vhen I confider how fuccefsfully all viffble religion was ats
acked, both by wits and preachers; immediately after the re:
toration of king Charles II. how conftantly any-difpofition .
f this fort hath been born down by all men of tafte ever
ince that thme, which is now near a whole century, as alfo
wow feldom any religious difcourfe is to be mret with at this
lay, either among clergy or laity, I fhall only rejoice in my»
elf, and congratulate my reader upon the purity of theé
jmes, and proceed to the other part of the maxim. o
. Now, as to the public exercifes of religious wotthip, als
hough a certain meafure of them is veafonable enough, and
hough the office by which we have our bread, obliges us to
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be often engaged in them, yet a truly moderate'man, . with
out renouncing his calling, has it in his power to pare off a

* great many fuperfluities with which the orthodox clergy are

apt to overload. religion, and render it unpalatable to the po-
lite world. : .

Being members of church judicatories, and we hope the
majority in moft of them, the moderate party can difcourage
and ftifle all motions for extraordinary fafts or thankf{giv-
ings, which experignce has taught us ferve only to promote
idlenefs, and difcourage induftry. Upon the day that Henry V.
fought at Agincourt, a folemn faft was kept in England for
.his fuccefs; and fome hiftorians are pleafed to fay, that the
-prayers of the nation had fome fhare in procuring the victo-

"1y ; butlater hiftories have difproved this; and now it can

.be demontftrated upon paper, that a faft day in Scotland lofes

50,000 pounds to the nation, while no-body can make any

.calculation what it wins. For this reafon, it was very re-

. frefhing to hear, as we did lately, that even in the moft di-
- ftant and northerly corners of this country, _there is a fet of
- elergy of a heroic fpirit; who are refolved to reform their peo-

ple, and beat them out of that unpolite and- barbarous in-

~clination, which many of them ftill retain, of hearing fermons.

‘With a view to the fame good end, we can curtail our bu-
finefs at home, both as to the number and length of our

. pulpit-performances. In our ewn families, thoughit would not
. perhaps yet be convenient to imitate the beax monde fo very

1

quickly, in difcarding the worfbip of God altogether, yet we

. may, by degrees, fometimés omit it through throng of bu-

- finefs, at other times be dropping, now and then at leall,
- fome parts of it: and in gentlemen’s families, take care to

give difcreet intimations that we do not incline to put them

. out of their ordinary way, or cccafion the leaft interrupti-
. on to the mirth of the company.

Sometimes, indeed, it may happen, by a concurrence -of

. circumftances, that one of us may, at bed-time, be une-

qually yoked with an orthodox brother, who may propofe a

_Little unfeafonable devotion between ourfelves, before we

E
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ly down to fleep: but there are twenty ways of throwing cold
water upon fuch a motion ; er, if it fhould be infifted upon,
I could recommend a moderate way of complying with it,
from the example of one of our friends, who, on a like
occafion, yielded fo far, that he ftood up at the back of a
chair, and faid, O Lord, we thank thee for M. Bayle's Di-
Etionary. Amen. This was fo far from fpoiling good com-
pany, that it contributed wonderfully to promote focial
mirth, and fweetned the young men, in a moft agreeable
manner, for their reft.

The neceflity of fuch a condu& cannot be demed when
it is confidered what effect the length and frequency of pu-
blic devotion has had in driving moft of the fafhionable
gentry from our churches altogether ; and that even fuch of
them as ftill vouchfafe their company fometimes, ware yet dri-
ven away from the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, where
-the fervice is expefied to be more tedious and tirefome.
Now, the only way to regdin them to the church, is te ac-
commodate the worfhip, as much as may be, to their tafte ;
the manner of doing which is fo well known, that I will not
fpend time in explaining it. )

Iconfefs there has been fometimes an ugly objeion thrown
up againt this part of my argument, viz. that this defertion
of public worfhip, by thofe “in high life, feems in fat to be
co-temporary with, and to encreafe, in a pretty exaét propor-

" tion, to the -attempts that have been, and are made to fuit
" it to their ‘tafte. It is alleged, that they are led to fuch a con-
*du&, not by the diQtates of their reafon, but by the deprawa-
tion of their hearts, and therefore make ufe of the behavi-
our of the clergy as an excufe, and juftification of their con-
dut. In anfwer to this objetion, I fhall not pretend to fay

- what ufe gentlemen may fometimes make of our condudt,
‘for T'have known them often very prepofterous in their judg-
ment, condenining others for what they freely indulge. in
-~ themfelves, and no. lefs unthankful, ‘rendering evil for goed.
'~ But fiill I fay, theré remains no ftrength in the objeftion to
~ a mian of moderate principles ; (for it plainly comes much. to

~
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to the fame thing at laft, whether the mountain comesto t}
moufe,” or the moufe to the mountain. Jf I fhould meet
" fiiend half-way, that had gone at a diftance from me, th
he fhould not move a foot, I am fure we would be neare
one another, than if Thad kept my place as well as he.

But whatever be in this, I muft acknowlege, that to t
conftantly whining and praying, looks fo extremely orthodox
like, that I cannot help conceiving a prejudice at it, for th
very reafon ; and I doubt not but every. moderate man wi
have the very fame fellow-feeling. In truth, a great abur
dance of devotion has fuch a tendency to influence one wit
zeal, thatany man, who would maintain his moderation, ha
beft keep out of the reach of fuch enfnaring influence.  Be
fides, it has been an old remark, and Ibegin to fufpet ther
is fome ground for it, that let one embrace what fyftem o
divinity he will, it is impoffible to pray but according to’th
orthodox fyftem. And whatever laudable pains have bee:
taken, by fome of our friénds, to avoid this inconvenience
yet, from what I have obferved, in the moft fuccefsful o
them, I muft own, I can, at prefent, fee no other remed:
but to deal as little that way as poilible.

MAXIM VIL

In church fettlements, which are the principal caufes that com
before minifers for judgment, the only thing to be regard
. ed, is, who the patron, and the great and noble-heretor
are for ; the inclinations of the common people are to §
utterly defpifed. o j
That this maxim is invariably obferved, by all moderag
men, is certain, and may be attefted by all that ever weq
prefent at a General Affembly of this national church.  Th
cafe is not now as formerly, when prefentations were hel
a grievance ; for a prefentation is all in all to a moderag
man: and when there is no prefentation, the greatnefs a
nobility of the heritors upon,one fide. I was witneis on
E 2
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o a caufe (which indeed unhappily mifcarried) but there was
» noble ftand made for it by the moderate party, becaufe
here was a lord upon the fide of the minority, although he
ad really no interef? at all in the parifh, but a fmall bit of
yround which he had got from a neighbour, in order to run
1 dike ftraight. This appearance greatly rejoiced me, - as be-
ng a token to what perfection the fpmt of moderation was
rrived. »
- Thereare many reafons upon which this maxim is founded 3
s the implacable hatred we bear to the elders and common
people, and their conftant wrong judgment, which has been’
lluftrated above. As this is fo very evident, I cannot pafs
t, without expreffing my grief and aftonifhment, that fo
lear-fighted an author, andin all refpe&s fo agreeable to our
own feniiments, as lord Shaftfbury, fhould have faid, in his
F.ay on the Freedom of Wit and Humour, that « it belongs
¢ to men of flavith principles, to affett a fuperiority over the
¢ viilgar, and to defpife the multitude.” This hath made
me doubt the truth of an affertion of Mr. G. L. one of our
own difciples, « that perfetion is attainable in this life; for,
¢ if ever any one attained ta perfeftion, furely lord Shaft{bu--
¢, ry was the man.” But, to leffen the difficulty a little, it
s probable he had fomething in his view, quite different from
ettling of kirks, when he wrote in this manner ; for, had
te lived to our times, and been an heritor in Scotland I can-
rardly allow myfelf to think, that ever he would have ap-
seared on the fide of the Chriftian people ; though, without
;-ll queftion,. he would have been chofen an elder, and fent
1, duly attefied, to the General Affembly. :
But to return;; the natural refpect we owe to thofe in great :
‘nd high flations, claims from us the teftimony of it, requir-
'd in the maxim. There is an original and effential differ-
}.nce between gentry and common people, which ought to-
e particularly kept up here.  For this, we have the autho-
ty of a certain worthy lird in the country, who always -
‘aintained, upon his mind, a fenfe of his dlgmty, not as a -
‘an, but ag-a gentleman. - Of . this difpofition he gave the-
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following laudable inftance : Being a member of a kirk-feffion
in his parifh, the excife-officer happened to come before them
for fornication ; and befides the ecclefiaftical cenfure, it was
thought proper to apply to the civil magiftrate to' get him
fined according to law: but as thelaw appoints different fines
- for men in different ftations, when fome propofed he fhould
- be fined at the rate of a gentleman, the worfbipful member
above-mentioned, though known to be very zealous againft
vice, ftrenuoufly oppofed his having fo much honour, and gave
the following excellent reafon for it; ¢ Since God almighty
¢ has been pleafed to make a diftinétion between gentlemen
% and other men, why fhould not we keep up this diftincti-
¢ onin all cafes?” and fo hewas fined only as a commoner.
- Another thing ftrongly pleads for gentlemen having the
. chief hand in fettling kirks, that now-a-days very few of our
- principal gentry attend ordinances, or receive any benefit by a
minifter after he is fettled, unlefs, perhaps, talking of the news
at a private vifit, or playing a game at back-gammon ; and
therefore it is but fair, that, in lieu of the edification of the
common people, they fhould have the honour or profit of
‘conferring the benefice. ~ T fhall only further add, that hav-
ing no view of attending upon him for ordinary, they muft
be the beft judges of his preaching-gifts, as being moft dif-
interefted : for which reafon, non-refiding heritors, inftead
of deferving to be cut out altogether, as the ftupid and undif-
cerning othodox would have it, are by much to be preferred
to thofe that refide. ’ '

The reader will eafily perceive, that I have here given much
better reafons for this conduét than thofe commonly affigned,’
viz. the law, in the cafe of patrons; and the payment of
the ftipehd, in the cafe of heritors. For, as to the firft of
thefe, it is quite from the purpofe, for the law maintains its’
own ground, as far as it goes, and is irrefiftible; the only
queftion is, how we thall at as to what is left to us to de~
termine : if the law hindered us to determine on any fide we
pleafed, fuch, caufes never would be pleaded before us. As to’
the other, about the heritors paying the flipend, it is not
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juft, for the whole nation paysit: the heritor gets his lands
with that burden upon them at firft; and when one buys
land from another, he never pays for the ftipend : fo that
really an heritor is never a penny the poorer of the ftipend,
except that happening commonly to fee the money firft, he
may perhaps be forry that any body fhould get it but him~
felf. However, though thefe reafons be not fufficient at bot-
tom, I deny not but it may be very proper to affign them to
fuch as are ignorant enough to yield to them, or who have
fo fqueamifh ftomachs as not to be able to digeft the folid
reafons upon which I have grounded my maxim. It is
with the mind as with the body, it muft be fed with fuch
things as it is able to bear, and as will beft agree with its frame
and conftitution.

MAXIM IX.

Wlnle a jéttkment is carrying on, the candidate, againft whem
there is a flrong oppofities from the people, muft be looked
upon, and every where declared to be, a perfin of great .
worth, and remarkable abilities : provided always, that
if ever the fame perfen, after he is fettled, be at pains,
and fucceed, in gaining the peoples aﬁﬁiam, he fball then
Sfall as much below the ordinary [landard in his cbara&er, )
as before be was raifed above it.

Both parts of this maxim will appear very reafonable to
all that fee with our eyes. The people being againft a man is
a certain fign of his being a good preacher, as has been proved
above : it is alfo a pretty fure fign of his being "of moderate
principles, which make the camers thereunto perfect ; and thefe
two things are fufficient to juftify us in raifing his charatter.
1t is indeed often abfolutely neceffary, when a procefs is
in agitation, that it may help him out with a fcanty concur-
rence, and have an influence upon the church-courts, which
?are compofed of a mixt multitude. Nor is it eafy to conceive,.
‘how excellert ~d well-invented a weapon this is, the giving a.

. g
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man an extraordinaryand high charater. It neceffarily imprints

- a kind of veneration of him on the minds of his judges, and
hath this peculiar advantage, that-there is no parrying of it;
for whatever fome few, of different principles, may think,
they dare not plainly contradi&t it. Every man has it ir
his power to fpeak well of another, but no-body muft" take
the liberty to fpeak ill of a man in a public court, unlef;
he can alfo venture to give him a lybel. Many a time have
I heard young men highly extolled in church-courts, wher
‘their fettlement was in dependence, who, in ftri&t truth
were but middling kind of men, and fome of them very
heavy, who afterwards proved no fmall mcumberance upor
‘the moderate body.

As to the other part of the maxim, taking away their cha
ralter for ability, when they apoftatife to orthodoxy this wil
be eafily accounted for, if it be remembered how ‘they cam
by it. It was freely given them, and therefore it may be takes

“away at pleafure : it was given to .bring them in as an ad
ditional firength to the moderate intereft; "and therefore

“when they forfake that intereft, itis but juft to deprive then

~ofit. If any fhall objet, that this is not agreeable to th
feric rules of veracity, I defire it may be remembered, tha
. the prefent fathionable fcheme of moral philofophy is muel
1mproved in comparifon of that which prevailed fometime ago
Virtue does not now confift in acting agreeably to the natur
of things,as Dr.Clarke affirms;; nor in aéting according to trut/
which an old fchoolmafter, one Wollafton, once wrote a boo

" to.prove; but in the good of the whole ; and therefore an i

' luftrious and noble end fan&ifies the means of attaining i
Our fentiments, in this refpet, are defcribed by an anony
mous poet, who, Ibeheve, meant no good to us; howev
it points out the charater pretry plainly thus: |

To fecond him.rofe furly Peter,

An angry bigot for good-nature :

That truth fhould valued be by matter
- And weight, be thought
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" That inch of truth, in courtefy,
To fpan of intereft fhould give way »
And pound of gain, for ounse of lie,
" ds cheaply bought.

If it be farther objected, that flll this only fatisfies our:
felves, whereas, in the cafe in hand, it is neceffary to fatisfy
the world.  As to this, we can freely fay, that the man was
good, but now bels bad, and that is 110 contradiCtion ; fon,
though the Confeflion.of Faith maintains the infallible pers
feverance of the faints in grace, yet we never affirmed the
neceflary perfeverance of men.in moderation; thefe two
things being ‘entirely diftin&, the one from the other. Some
of our friends do fall away now ‘and then:. our firength,
for ordinary, confifts in young men ; for there are feveral
who, in old-age, through the decay of their faculties begin to
incline a little to orthodoxy, and then we term therh nat
old men, but old wives. However, there are alfo fome, who
not only perfevere, but glorioufly improve in moderatign
to the lateft old-age, and to their dying day ; of which num-
ber was the late Rev. Mr. J. R. in K. whofe name I haye
thought proper to record in this immortal work, thatit may
be had in everlaﬂmg rememberance.

MAXIM X.

IWhenever we have got a /éitleméni de‘cided' over tbe.bélly of

perhaps the whale- people in the parify, by a majority in
the General Affembly, the victory fbould be improved, by
appainting feme of the orthodox cppofers of the festlement

. %0 execute it, efpecially thofe of them that pretend to bave
a feruple of confeience at having an aclive band n any
Such fettlement. 4

They do not deferve a victory who know not how to puth
it, or to improve the advantage they have gained. A fen-
tence of the General Affembly, even as of any other courty

i
i



Y |

* fignifies nothing’ if it'be not' executed. = To reft fatisfied
with the vi€tory we have gamed by the bare decifion, would.
indeed be yielding' it bdck again, and lofing, in falt, what
we guined in appearance.  This is felf-evidént ; but thé next -
point is, who fhall be employed in executing it, thofe who.
appointed if, or thofe who pretend a fcruple of confcience at
doing what appears to their difordered jntclle€ts to be what
they call /infid ? Now, as to this, allow me only to afkafew °

‘plain queftions. Is not every fociety divided into the go-
verning and the governed, the mafters and the fervants?

* 'What is the fubjet of any debate in the Affembly, that ends
in a vote, but to determine who is the one, and who is the
other 2 - 'When once a vote has made us mafters, does not

~the fame vote make the minoriry fervants? And do I need
to afk further, if there is any piece of drudgery to be per-
formed, who it belongs to, the mafters or the fervants?
Apply this then to the cafe in hand ; who would hazard his
own life in fordingarivér if he hadafervant, to try the depth
of it before him 2 'Who would choofe to go to a pulpit un-
der a fhower of {tones, from an enraged populace, if he had
others under his authority, whom he could fend upon the

-~ fame ungracious errand ?

Now, the ufefulnefs of this condu is very evident ; for,
it is plin, they will either obey or difobey : if the firft is
the cafe, then we. fhall have the honour of bringing them,
-and they themfelves the profit and advantage of being brought,
into the hatred and abhorrence of the common people; in
commendation of which ftate, enough has’been faid already.
If they difobey, they muft be depofed, and caft out as in-
corrigible, to make way for thofe that are better than them-
Aelves: this will be to the advantage of the church, for
- young men, ceferis paribus, are much better than old.

As this'method of purging the church of corrupt members
- islike to be a prevailing meafurein our days,I fhall endeavou

. to fupport it by a few, but thefe demonfirative arguments;
- in molt of which, indeed, T fhall have little more than the
_ hongur of recording the fentiments and reafoning of fome

F . |
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eminent men; that were members of the laft General Af-
fembly

. In the firf} place, it is certam, that the: command of a’
proper authority is fufficient to make any ation not only-
innocent and-lawful, but perfeétly right, and firictly obliga-
tory ; infomuch, that if an executicner fhould be command-
ed to hang his father or fon, for praying to Ged, or read-
ing his bible ; nay, if one of: Jefus Chrift’s'difciples had hap-
pened to have been a Roman foldier, and fhould have been
commanded to crudfy his mafter, he would have betrayed
the moft egregious ignorance of the Chriftian religion, had
he made the leaft difficulty in executing fuch orders.

It is to no purpofe here to objeét the immutability of .mo-
ral laws, and the fupreme authority of God ; for, if obedience
to human authority. be ome of his laws, asit plainly is, then
all his other laws muft be fubmitted to fuch alterations and
fufpenfions, as our fuperiors think proper: and altho’ the
apoftles do indeed fometimes [peak of obeying God rather than
»ian, yet we can explain this as eafily as we do another text;
in the third chapter of the Romans, which feems to téach, that
we. fhould not da evil that good may come ; for,. as in the
one cafe, whatever promotes good, cannot be evil; fo, in the
other;if human authority be once duly interpofed, it is obey-*
ing God to comply with whatever is enjoined thereby ; and
therefore it is impoffible ‘that ever there can an interference
happen. Befides, fome allowance muft, no doubt, be made for
the difference of times, and difadvantages which all the an- -
tient writers lay under, the late fine improvements in the
{cience of morals not having then been excogitated. But I
can affure the reader, the prindple which I-have laid down, is
mnow the dotrine of this- church, wherein both divines and
Jawyers, who are members of our Affemblies,- are intirely
agreed, and will not fuffer any body to call it in queftion.
‘And what an obvious beauty has moral virtue gained from
ghe delicate and fkilful hands that have lately been employed
in drefling her ladyfhip !  She was once fliff and rigid, like
ice or cold iron ; now fhe is yielding as water, and like iron
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bot from' the -furnate, can- eafily be beaten' into what fhap
we pleafe. And here I muft fay, I think it fome pity tha
fo fine a genius as Grotius. did not flourifh fomewhat late:
‘or that the moral fenfe was not ftarted a little earlier, an.
fo that great man preferved from falling into fo grofsa blun
der as the maintaining, that ¢« even military authority ma
€ be refifted, and that a cafe can be gwen, when a foldide
¢ ought to difobey orders :” for now it is a fettled point, tha
‘even ecclefiaftical authority. (which, if.there were any ditfer
ence, I allow ought rather to be the milder of the two) i
fufficient to bear down before it, what were once called th
-eternal, no lefs, and immutable laws of morality ; and, by
divine authority, is paramount t& dwme authority itfelf.
. I fhall only obferve two very plam and clear advantage
in this principle, whereby it will appear, how happy itis tha
the church hath fallen fo intirely in with it, and proceeds f
{uniformly upon it. The fir/? is, thatin cafe of neceflity, ar
aftion which no-body would choofe perhaps to take the weigh
of upon them, may yet be done without the leaft hazard of
any body’s being called to account for it in the other world
" If the doer of an a&tion were to be the judge of its law(ul.
nefs, he might be damned perhaps for doing it,in cafe it were
found to be wrong; but upon this principle of ‘implicite
obedience to his fuperiors, there is no repelling his defence |
it was not his province ‘to judge” whether it was lawful o%
unlawful; and the Affembly or Commifion who gate the or!
~ der, being bodies politic, are, by that time, -all diffolved,
and appear only in the capadity of individuals. The othe!
advantage is this, that if the fupreme court, of any kind, wer{
allowed to be the only proper judge of the lawfulnefs of it
own appointments, it would be impoffible, in the nature o/
things, that ever there could be a feparation in the church
or a rebellion in the ftate. The juftncfs of this confequenc
is fo evident, that I fhall not {pend any time in, illuftratin
it, but heartily with the punclple, from whxch it flows, wex‘
univerfally:embraced.
In the ﬁcand place, the dnfobcdxent brethren have but on;
F.2
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pretence for their condudt, -which is groundlefs, viz. a ferus"
ple of confeience : as to which, hear Dr. Goodman, a noble
Englith writer ; ¢ a tender confeience is nothing elfe but an
¢ ignorant and uninftrufted mind; or a fickly, melancholy,
“ and fuperﬁmous underftanding.” I could eafily fhew,
that there is no fuch thing,as a real {cruple of confcience :
the lawyers in the General Aflembly, who are men of as
great penetration as any in the land, have, moft of them,
plainly declared, that they do not conceive it poffible. A
certain learned gentleman, of this court, hath affured us, that
taking away minifters ftipends would enlighten their confci-
ence. The renowned author of Hudibras is known to be of
the fame opinion: from which two authorities, I will endea-
vour to amend Dr. Goodman’s definition, for a tender con-
fcience is not an ignorant mind, but a full flomach : this ac-
counts for appearances better, and particularly for the epithet
of tender commonly given to it, as all phyficians are agreed,
that a wound upon a full ftomach is very dangerous. Having
thus rooted up the very foundation of tifis pretence, itisneedlefs
to go through the feveral particularsinfifted uponby the difobe- -
dient as ftraitning to them; and thereforel fhall, butin a word,
mzntion one of them : they pretend it is a profane farce to
confer, in a folemn manner, the care of the fouls of a cer-
tain people,” when nothing is really conferred but a legal title
to a benefice: as alfo that the candidate cannot confcienci-
oufly anfwer feveral of the queftions commonly put on thefe
’Jccaf ions. But is it not extremely ftrange, that any body
:an be fo dull as not to regard thefe queftions in their only
rue and proper light as a neceffary piece of formality, with-
»ut which a charge of horning for the ftipends could not be
1ifed? And as to the other part of the obje¢tion, whether it
le not much more a mock ceremony, to ordain a man to a
ongregation, when a title to the benefice cannot be confer-
ed, I fhall leave the reader to determine, as if the cafe were
lS own.

T he third principle, upon which our conduét is founded,

'
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is of fuch undoubted verity, ‘that the: bare menﬁoning of i
“is fufficient to convince all the world, how litde it ftands in
need of any proof'; accordmgly no moderate man views it in
any other light than as a maxim, or felf-evident truth, name-
ly, that if any excufe for difobedience were once admitted,
or any indulgence granted to thefe tender—conﬁ:lenced inferi.
ors, there would be an end of all government in an inftant;
neither commands nor obedience could proceed one fleg
further, but ‘every individual inftrument of power, in tha
fatal fociety, aftonifhed at the monftrous phenomenon, would
ftare at one another ; all the wheels of the political machine
would ftop at once;  nay, would fplit into ten thoufand
‘pieces: every relation -and conneftion of their parts would
be inftanly diffolved, and the beautiful Whole would rufh in-
to a wild chaos of anarchy and confufion. The reader wil
eafily believe Iam too wife to offer a proof of an akiom of
“felf-evident truth; however, I think it but fair to inform
him, that fuch is the nature of paper and ink, that they have
‘not the power of doing it all the juftice even in narration,
of which it is capable elfewhere. 'Whoever has heard the
"demonflrative tone, the infallible air, the gefture of cer-
tainty, with which it has been afferted by an Affembly orator,
‘would be athamed that he ever ftood in need to be put ir
mind of it; for my own part, I am fo entirely influence
by it, that if the moft faithful, diligent, and ufeful fervan
thould, in the humbleft manner, reprefent to me, that he
had a feruple about executing "any of my orders, and beg
to be excufed, fuppofe from fhaving me on Sunday morning
andIthould unfortunately be fo far off my guard, as for onc
to indulge him, I would immediately diffolve my whole fa
mily, and never more think of lodgmg with a living fou!
under the fame unhappy roof.
- Againft this principle however fome have prefumed to objeé
particular inftances in fcripture-hiftory of fuch excufes being a
Gtually admitted, without any apparent diffolution of the con
flitution ; fuch as Gideon’s paffing from his order to his fo
vo kill the two princes of ‘Midian, and (laying them lnmfel{
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and that of Saul, who, when his guards refufccl to fall upon
the priefts, committed that affair to another, without any
farther noife. Now, not to mention the difficulty of arguing
from falls of an antient date, cited only by one author, and
that very curtly, I humbly conceive thefe inftances produced,

make direftly againft the objeétion ; for, it appears to me
very evident, that the kingdom was taken from Saul, and given
to David for this very reafon, he being unfit to govern, by
thus allowing his authority to be wampled upon : nar will
it be eafy to affign any different reafon, why none of the po-
fterity of Gideon were ever permitted to rule Ifrael. There
are fome later inftances of that fort, nearer home, thrown up
by thallow polititians ; as that of the hangman at Ayr, who
refufed to execute the whigs in king Charles II’s time ; and
that which happened a few years ago among ourfelves, when
the civil government overlooked the difobedience of a fet of
refraltory clergymen, who refufed to read the at of parlia-
ment anent captain Porteous. In the firft of thefe cafes, the
judges atted in a laudable manner, forthey deprived the man
of his benefice; and for the crime of his difobedience, I am
perfuaded he died childlefs, for I have never heard of any of
his pofterity in that part of the country. In the other cafg,
I confefs the government was much to be blamed; and have
long been of opinion, that their deteftable lenity at that time,
was the caufe of the late rebellion, which followed fo foon
after it. It is to be hoped they will -take warning for . the
time to come; for I am perfuaded an other inftance of the
fame kind would effeftually feat the -Pretender upon the ;
throne of Britain.

The laft principle whichI fhall mention, and which, wnth
the reft, I am fure is abundantly fufficient, to fupport the
maxim laid down for our condu&, is, that the beft method
of convi&tion, and, of all others, the moft proper for a
‘hurch-court, is that of authority, fupported in its highe(t '
igour by cenfures, which may be felt by men of the dulleft
apacities, as depofition and fufpenfion from benefices, as
vell as offices.  If the goodnefs of an argument, orthe: cxe
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cellency of a-method, s to' be meafured by the frequency of
recourfe that is had to it, I think none can difpute preceden-
cy with' this : - it muft be allowed ‘to be, of all others, the
moft Chriftian method ; it reigned ‘over the whole church,
without a rival, for many ages: and though Proteftants,
for a while, pretended to find fault-with it, " in the hands of
their enemies, yet which of them all, when they became able
to make ufe of it, has not tried it in their turn? And whe-
ther we confider -the majority, by- whéfe hands this weapon
is to be wielded, or the minority, upon whom the weight of it
mutft fall, it will plainly appear to be admirably fuited to the
prefent times.  As to the beafts of burden, who fall to be
driven by this method, they are- known to be fuch dull anc
lifelefs animals (as they are moft of them paft the vigour o!
youth) that no other argument can make any_ 1mpreﬂ‘;on upor
. them. However a horfe might be managed, who is a gene
rous creature, no- body could think of another method ¢
make an afs move, but conftantly to belabour its fides. Ther
eannot be a clearer evxdcnce of the dulnefs and ftupidity o
thefe- obftinate beings we have to do with, than the expenct
of rhetoric that has been thrown away upon them, to per
fuade them of a thing as clear as the fun, viz. that if the:
had any confcience they would depofe themfelves, and il
their place to’ more phable fucceffors : they éven pre
tend confcience here again; and -tell us, they dre placed i
a ftation'which they dare not defet; n_r;lefs they be thruft ou
‘of it.” Now, let the reader judge'hqwx; uncapable of perfus
fion one muft be, to find difficulty in fo plain a cafe, an
therefore how neceffary it is, that a more eﬂ'e&ual metho
“fhould be tried.

On the other band the majority in Aﬂ'embhes and Con
-miffions, feems, at prefent, to be peculiarly adapted to fuc
a method of conviction as I have mentioned. One part
‘our ftrength lies in the laity who attend our judicatorie
“thefe, as they poffefs no benefice in the church; thiey are o
“of the, reach -of. this fort of cenfure, and therefone are or
=eapable of infli¢ting;-but mot of fuffering it; and then,
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hey are not much accuftomed to. folving” cafes of confcl.
nce, what other method can occur to them, when things of :
his nature are thrown in their way, but the more gentleman- -
ke method, for which Alexander the Great is fo juftly cele-:
rated, viz. cutting the troublefome knot, which they would -
ind tedious and difficult to unty? = The reft of our fide

onfifts in clergy of -the younger fort, who, as they are imi--
ators’ of the manners of gentlemen, may be fuppofed to a¢t.
vith the fame fpirit in public judgment. Though they can

ive flourithes of rhetoric enough; nay, though of one of '
hem in parucular, I may literally fay,

He cannot ope
 His moutb but out there flies a trope :

fet as for logic, it is well known this part of educa.
ion is fallen into great contempt, and it is not to be
expefted, that fuch brifk and lively fpirits, who always
hated every thing that looked fcholaftic-like, can bear to
be laid down to the ftri¢t methods of argumentation; but
though we were greater mafters in this method of con-
vition, yet our blood may ‘eafily be fuppofed too warm for
any thing that is fo flow,” and at beft fo uncertain in its fuc-
cefs. No; we are now the majority, and our power, asa
fate acquxﬁtxon,ls the more agreeable for being new, we muft
tafte the {weets of autherity, which can only be by compel-
ling our inferiors to obey us. If our fentences are execut-
ed, it is the fame thmg to the new incumbent, the fame
thing to the church in gencral, and the fame thing to us,
hether the exccutors are willing or unwilling: for as to that
twhole matter of confcience, about which fo much noife is
made, I have already related our.fentiments; from whence
lt is evident, that fuch nonfenfe, as layinga violent tempta-
‘ion in mens way, to a&t againft the light of their own mind,
s nothing but words without a meaning: and as to the ex-
sreffion of the apoftle Paul, about church power, which he
fes over and over again, that it is for edification, and ngt

“or deftruction, it is no fecret, that there is a various read-
. A
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4ng, and if onee we had Sor deftruction and not for edi ﬁcatz.
_ on eftablithed as the true reading,. which, if we were dealers’
in criticifm, might perhaps be eafily done, we fhould not
only get rid of this troublefome text, but make an acquifition

of it on our fide of the quefhon, to the confufi ion of our great-
cﬁ eneniies.

MAXIM XL

The charalter which moderate men gwe their adverj&me.f, |
- of the orthodox party, muft ahyays be that of knaves or
+ fools; and, as vccafion ferves, the fame perfon (if it will

pafs) may be reprefented as a knave at one time, and as

© a fool at another.
\

¢ *The juftice of this' proceed’mg may be eafily made appear.
The principles of moderation being fo very evident to rea~
fon, itisa demonﬂrauon, that none, but unreafonable men,
ean refift their influence. And therefore we cannot fuppofe,
" that fuch as are againft us can be fo from confcience. ~ Be-~
ﬁdes, fetting afide the fuperior intrinfic excellence of the
" éne fet of principles above the other, there are much ftrong-
er carnal thotives, to fpeak in their own flile, to a&'in their
" way, than in ours; and therefore, there is great ground.
to conclude, that they a& from hypocrify, but not fo of us.
They pleafe the people; we pleafe, at leaft endeavour to
pleafe, thofe of high rank. Now, there are many remark-
“able advantages they gain by pleafing the people, whereas
it is evident, ex poff fafls, that we gain nothing by pleaf-
- ing the gentry ; _for they never trampled upon us fo much
" asof late ; and have entitely defeated our application to par-
Yiament for ‘augmentation of ftipend: fo far are we from
being in any refpe the better of the gentry, that we have
xeally great ‘reafon to cogtiplain of them ; for, when we have.
endeavoured to ingratiate outfelves with them, by foftnefs
and complaifance, and by -going ‘confiderable - lengths with
G
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them. in their freedom, they often-times; moft ungenerouf-
ly, defpife us but the more: nay, many of them have firft.
taught us live at a high rate, and then refufe to give us any:
thing to keep it up. Now, as we men of reafon could not .
but forefee this, it is plain, nothing but the moft difin-.
terefted virtue could lead us to a& as we have done. .
Whereas, on the other hand, the orthodox have gained,
and do poffefs the efteem of the common people ; and fo it
is plain, they could have no other view in their condu& but
to attain it. However, to fhew our charity, we allow there
are fome on their fide, who are mdlﬁ‘erently honeft, but’
thefe are men of very weak intelleCtuals, as is evident from
their not thinking as we do.

The otber part of the maxim is abundantly reafonable, but
not fo eafily put in praflice, viz. reprefenting the fame in-
dividual perfon fometimes as a knave, and fometimes as a
ﬁzol This affair is fometimes unluckily managed, when it
is uncautioufly attempted. In order to its being done fuc.-
cefsfully, therefore, let the two following rules be obferved..

. Let a man be reprefented as a knave and a hypocrite
to one fort of people in the world; and let him be repre-
fented as a foal, not to the fame, but to another fort: let
the firft be chiefly your better fort of people, particular-
ly thofe among them that hate much profeffion of relxglon,
and are apt to call all ftri@tnefs hypocrify : the other, itis
plain, muft be the fimple and credulous. .

The 24 rule is, that, if pofli ble, there fhould be dxﬂ'e-
rent perfans employed in fpreading thefe different calumnies
of the fame man; by this apparent confiftency, in every one’s
opinion with m’clf they will be .the more eaﬁly maintained,
and be the lefs liable to difcovery: and fo as. the feveral ™
wheels of a watch, by oppofite motions, promote the fame
end, fo the feveral members of the moderate body, by feem-
ingly different and oppofite means, confpire in promoting
the good of the whole. - The principle upon-which thefg -
two rules are founded, is, that probabxhty ought to be ftus
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" died in every falhood we would have belleved; which prin-

. ciple is laid down, and finely illuftrated in the 4r¢ of Politi-
~cal Lymg, faid to be wrote by one Dr. Arbuthnot.

MAXIM XII

- As to the world in general, a moderate man is to have great
. charity for Atheifts and Det_/}: in principle, and for per-
~ fons that are loofe and vitious in their praltice, but uone
~at all for thofe that have a high profeffion of religion, and
agreat pretenceto flricinefs in their walkand converfation.

This maxim feems to be pretty ftrongly laid, and yet,
-upon a ftrit enquiry, it will be found that we follow it
‘very exaltly. That we have charity for the firft mention-
ed fort of perfons is evident; for we endeavour to accom-
modate ourfelves to them, and draw as near them as poffible
we can, infifting upon nothing in our fermons but what may
be faid td be a part, or an improvement of the law of* na.
ture. And as to our having no charity for the other fort
it is as evident; witnefs the odious idea we have affixed tc-
the name of a profeffor (unlefs when it is meant of a pro.
feffor in a college); and witnefs our ironical way of fpeak:-
ing, when we fay of a man he has a grave fanitified air’
nay, even holinefs and godlinefs are feldom taken by us ir-

avery good fenfe, when we fay, one of the holy brethren, o
a good godly lady, they would miftake us very much tha
would think we had a high opinion of any of thefe perfons
[This our conduét a certain young man, of the orthodo:
" fide, refleéted very feverely upon, as he thought, in-a fer.
mon, which he afterwards' printed, in words to this pur
pofe: « They can indeed talk very fluently of univerfal b ;
« nevolence, and a charitable candid dnfpoﬁnon,—— but the;
« charity is confined to thefe who favour their opinions, q.
. ¢ perhaps are indifferent about religion altogether,. while th-
¢ leaft appearance of ferious devotion, or fervent zeal fc
Gea : '

'
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¢ God, is enough to forfeit it. Indeed this charity is gs
< myfterious as the faith of the moft bigotted catholic; it
¢ is equally full of contraditions, and feems refolved to
found itfelf, not upon evidence, but upon the want of it.
“ Where every thing has the worft appearance, there they
¢ will believe well; but where the outward conduét is blame-
“ lefs, they candidly fufpet that nothing but hypoerify kes
““ at the bottom.” But, with the leave of this fmart youth,
what he fays of us is very true, and we maintain it to be
right ; for, the very meaning of charity is to believe without
evidence ; "it is no charity at all to believe good of a man
when we fee it, but when we do not fee it, It is with cha-
rity in fentiment, as wijth charity in fupplying the neceffities
of men, we do not give alms to the rich but to the poor.
In like manner, when there are all dutward appearances of
goodnefs, -it requircs no charity to- believe well of the per-
fons: but when there are none 3t all, or perhaps very many
to the contrary, then I will maiﬁtaln it is charity, and cha-
rity in its perfection, to believe well of them.. Some object
to this; Well, firrce it is your will, have «harity for them, but
have charity alfo for fuch as are apparently good. Oh! the
fupid world ! and fiow of heart to conceive ! is it not evi-
dent to a demontftration, that if ‘the appearance of - wicked.
nefs be the foundation of charity, the appearance of goode
aefs, which is its oppofite, muft be the foundation of a quite
:mm'ary judgment, wviz. fufpecting or rather believing ill of

hem. - If. any ftill infift, that if not charity, yet juftice

would. mc]me us-to believe well of them, as I have feemmg-

y confeffed : "I anfwer, that we have no occafion for ju- -
ice, if we have c"nanty ; for charity is more than juftice, -

ven as the whole is more than a part: but though I have
ippofed, argumentandi gratia, that juftice requires this, yet
.is not my . fentiment; for the perfons meant being ufu-
ly great enemies to us, are thereby cut off from any claim
+ jufiice to our geod opinion; ard being alfo, as has been

‘oved, improper chjets of charity, it remains that we fhould . .

e them with ~c &l hawred; 'as'in fa& we do.
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-~ Thusl have hid down, and iluftrated, thefe excellent
maxims; snd, I think, carried them fo far as to make a
-complete fyftem for the education and accomplithment of a
moderate clergyman, for his guidance in public judgment,

~and his direttion as to private pra&xce And now, courte-

ous reader; let us ftand ftill and rejoice over the happy ftate

. of our mother-church 'of Scotland, in which moderation fo
greatly prevails; and let us rejoice in bope of what improve-
ments fhe may yet arrive at, by adhering to thefe maxims,
now digefted into fuch admirable form and order. O what

- noble, fublime, and impenetrable fermons fhall now be
preached ! what viftories and triumphs fhall be obtained over
the ftupid populace, by forced fettlements, which never have

_-fuch a beautiful and orderly form, as when finithed by foldl-
~ ers, marching in comely array, with fhining arms, a per-

-fect image of the church militant?" and what perfetly virtue
ous and finlefs lives fhall be led . by thefe clergy, who, with
“fteady eye, regard the good of this vaft whele, which never
yet went wrong !~ There is nothing indeed that any way
‘tarnithes the beauty of this profpe&t, but the mifcarriage of
the augmentation {cheme, over which I could now lament,
in elegiac ftrains, but that my hope is not yet quite extinét g
for, who can tell whether, when we fhall have brought mo-
deration to perfection, when we fhall have drivén away the
whole common peaple to the Seceders, who alone are fit
for them, and captivated the hearts of the gentry to a love

-of our folitary temples, they may not be pleafed to allow
us more ftipends, becaufe we fhall have nothing to do but
to fpend them ?

~~: - T would now propofe, that the next enfuing General Afy
{erbly would apppoint (what indeed I might not without Fea-
fon expeét, whether. they appoint it or not) that all the pros
feflors of dxvmlty in the nation fhall leture one day, every |
week, ‘upon this fyftem of moderatxon, that our youth may
be trained up, from their infancy, in a tafte for it. ‘This,

1 amfure, will be'much more p;oﬁtable ;han any of the an.
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siquated fyftems’of divinity, as Pictet or Turretine : ‘nay, ¥
am perfuaded, jr is more exaltly calculated for the preferit
times, than even the more modern authors, Epiftetus and
. Marcus Antoninus, which laft, in Mr. Foulis’s tranflation,
.bath, by many young divines, in their firft year, been mi-
-fraken for Marckii Medulla Theologiae. :
. If this my treatife hall meet with the fuccefs and accepmnce
.that it juftly deferves, it is my intention to offer to the pu-
.blic, a fiill more minute and particular delineation of the
-moderate charalter, either in another book, of a different
-form from this, or; perhaps, ina fecond edition of the fame,
which fhall, in that cafe, be the text, and to which I will
-add large explanatory notes, containing much private hifto.
-¥y, and referring to mapy particular faéls, in order to ren.
.der it the more grateful. as well as the more inftrufting to
4he reader. I have alfo by me the fiamsina vitae of many
ufefu} and edifying treatifes, which fhall be produced in due
time, .as the mufes fhall give affiftance : fuch as the art of
‘making a flourithed fermon with very little. matter, by a pro-
‘per meafure. of fimiles, and by repeating every paragraph
.over again in the form of a foliloquy ; One refolution for
all cafes of confcience, from the good of the whole fcheme ;
A-direCtory for prayer, upon the fame fcheme; The horrid
fin and danger of minifters fpending too much timein catechif--
ing and vifiting, in country parithes: I do not make any
mention of towns, to avoid giving offence; as alfo, left it
fhould prove true what I have heard, that the practice s
fcarcely known in any of our great towns, in which cafe,
my reafonings would look like beating the air. Thefe, with
mgny others, I am, with afliduous care, purchafing mawe--, -
rials* for compleating, by obfervation and converfation, that
-our ‘chprch may go on, in a progreflive motion, toward the
zenith of perfeQtion, and meridian of glory.
hall now fhut up this work, by acquainting the reader
with a fecret, which perhaps he would otherwife not advert
to, viz. that I enjoy the pleafure of having done a thing
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feemingly quite’impracticable; I have given the moderate,
-and thofe who deﬁn; to be inftructed in that fcience, a.com-
plete view of the maxims and principles of moderation, with~
out, at the fame time, proftituting or giving thém up to the
poﬂ'eﬁion of every common regder.  Perhaps fome will alk,
- how I imagine I have effected this? I anfwer, thatIhave fo
framed the whole of my book, that it is really intelligible on-
ly to perfons duly qualiﬁed“';" and to every fuch perfon, it
is tranfparent as the fpring water. I have given only mode-
rate reafons for moderate principles, fo that however ftrong-
ly they may convince fome, viz. thofe of our own kidney,
others they will be fo far from convincing, that they will be
thought to operate a quite contrary way. I have managed
this {o carefully, that I could venture to lay a wager, of all
that I am worth, that this treatife fhall be taken, by very
many, to be the work of an orthodox pen, and to be in-
tended as a banter upon moderate men, and their ey, They
will be tempted to laugh at us, whom they will ¥nagine to be
expofed by this revelation of our myfteries; but behald, in-

ftead of that, every properly prejudiced mmd xﬁmﬂuﬂ
with a complete fyftem upon.whtch 0 f;
gegulate his canduét.. . ' .
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