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ADVERTISEMENT.

@M

AN association was formed during the last summer, by @ °

JSew gentlemen, of whom some are now, and others have beeri,
inhabitants of this city, for the purpose of composing a series
of Miscellaneous Essays for the Riachmond Cnquiver, - These
Kssays were regularly published every Saturday, during the
months of August, Scptember, and October. The first num-

ber appeared on the 11th of August, and the last on the 20th

of October. These numbers, taken together in the order in
which they were published, will constitute the first seriesof the
Ratinbove : and it is this first series which is now presented by
the proprictors of the Enguirer to the amateurs of Literature,
and 1o its patrons in Virginia. The second series will proba-
bly be communicated to the publicin the present form, as soon
as it shall be completed by the members of the association.

Ricumonp, Dec. 6th, 1804.
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THE RAINBOW,

f

NUMBER 1.

|
THE INTRODUCTORY ESSAY,

m—— -
On the UTILITY of MISCELLANEQOUS ESSAYS.

NO Literary Productions are more generally admired, or
read with greater advantage and delight, than periodical and
miscellaneous essays. Of this species of composition, the
classical remains of antiquity do not furnish a single model,
or solitary specimen. We shall not on this account, be
disposed to entertain an humbler idea of its utility and dig-
nity, when we retrace its origin and review its influence.
Its descent, altho’ not ancient, 1s sufficiently illustrious. It
is the legitimate offspring of the art that enncbles and im-

mortalises every work ofgenius; preserves the lights of sci« |

ence from extinction, and the beauties of literature from
‘decay,—of the art that promises to make truth triumphant,
liberty universal, and society progressive—It claims its ori-
gin from the arz of printing, and can only arrive at perfect

maturity, produce its most wholesome fruits, and display
all the luxuriance of its beauty, under the genial influence
of a free press. Previousto the invention of the art of
printing, there existed no means of bestowing on preducti-
ons so fugitive and perishable, a form sufficiently perma-
nent, or a circulation sufficiently diffusive. Until the press
was unshackled from restraint, periodical essays could not
become the vehicles of intercourse betwixt the enlightened
and the ignorant, convey tile maxims of moral and political
truth, from the profound philosopher to the plodding
ploughman, and transmit “ the glowing sentiment and the
lofty speculation” to minds of every grade and dimension.
- Nor have the cffects of miscellaneous essays been less bene.
ficial, than their origin was honorable. Their rapid mu'i-
plication, diversified cnquirics, -and cxtensive dispersion,
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have made the benefits and pleasures of reatlingand reflecti-
on, common as light and air. They have opened a secure
and an casy access to the garden of literature, and invited
the humblest of Adam’s descendants to pluck the ripe,
wholesome, unforbidden fruits ¢ of the tree of knowledge.”
"They have fashioned and subdivided the bullion of science,
before ¢ monopolized by a few opulent minds,” into a spe-
cies of literary currency, of which the demand is incessant,
and the circulation universal. o
The composition of large and elaborate works on scien-
tific subjects, requires a portion of genius and learning
which is rarely attained by the sons of men. The profita-
ble perusal even, of such works, presupposes an improve-
ment of intellect and an extent of information, te which
those who enjoy the advantages, of what is styled liberal
education, rarely aspire. But, to compose with correctness
and elegance, and peruse with advantage and delight, a
short essay, on some instructive or amusing subject, de-
mands only a moderate degree of ingenuity, curiosity and
culture. Publications ofthis nature, are admirably adapted
to iniprove and to amuse every description of readers, eve-
ry class of society, every grade and variety ofintellect. The
- mndplent are allured by their brevity, the gay by their no-
vclty and variety, the frivolous and superficial by the access
they afford to some portion of rational entertainment and
instruction, without persevéring attention, or elaborate re-
ccarch.  Even the sordid drudge of avarice, and the infatu-
ated debauchee, who regard with indifference and disgust
the volumninous depositories of science and learning, will
be induced to animate the occasional intervals of business
or dissipation, by the perusal of a lively or instructive essay.
During these intervals, when the cares of selfishness are for-
gotten, when the senses are sated with indulgence, the
“mental monitor wakes,” and awakens liberal curiosity
and serious meditation. In this state of mind, the man of
business and the man of pleasure, look for something, which
whilst 1t agrecably exercises their mental faculties, may
prove an opiate to the suggestions of * rancorous remem-
brance,” and fill ¢ the aching void”’ of apathy and inacti-
on.  Inthis situation the perusal of short literary and moral
.75, seems to be happily calculated to enliven and amuse
a liscless, weary or wounded mind: they communicate va-

aaispe [PPSR T, 2.5 L s




No.. 1. " THE RAINBOW. . 3

luable information, suggest admirable reflections, and
without requiring much earnestness of attention, or, ocea-
sioning unusual vehemence of emotion, imperceptibly en- -
lighten the understanding and mend the heart. Could we
trace with accuracy and minuteness, and illustrate by bio- /
graphical anecdotes, the influence of moral and literary es- |
says on all the varieties of individual mind, the correctness |
of these observations might probably receive the amplest \
confirmation. But facts of this sort arerarely observed, re- : |
collected or recorded. Although essentially connected,
with social happiness and personal improvement, they are;
destitute of those attractions that awaken curiosity and cap-:
tivate attention. ‘The historian deems every event unwor-:
thy of commemoration, which has not occurred in the * gor-
geous palace”” or the ‘“ tented field.”” The biographer, at-
tracted by the vicissitades of fortune, or the adventures of
enterprise and genius, rarely possesses inclination or ability,
to enrich his narrative by an analysis of the circumstances,
that secretly fashion the character of the hero of his tale.
Hence probably arises the difficulty of illustrating by parzi-
eular instances and striking facts, the practical utility of pe-
riodical essays : not because such facts and instances do
not exist, but because like the subtle agency of elastic flu- ' .
ids, they become observable only in their remote and com- |
bined effects, and in their primitive simplicity and secrecy, ' .
elude alike the indolence o?the vulgar and the pride of the;;
curious enquirer. But although we may explore in vain *
the volumes of history and biography for details of this sort,
yet I will venture to refer with confidence to a more authen-
tic and accessible, though less dignified source of informati-
on, the personal experience of my readers,

Let any of my readers, how scanty soever his opportuni-
ties for intellectual improvement may have been, recollect
the books which originally awakened his sensibility to the
beauties of literature, and accustomed his mind to rational .
speculation on the affairs of life, the character of man, the
history, structure and prospects of society. He will proba-
bly find, that he was indcbted for these inestimable bene-
fits and refined pleasures, to the labours of the misceilane-
ous essayist. When Iretrace the progress of my own mind
(and on this subject I shall not probably expose myself to

" the charge of improper egotism, by referring to my own ex-
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- perience) Ican truly say, that to the perusal of literary and
, ﬁle:ral essays, I was)indeybted for my n;rgst valuable juvenile
acquisitions and enjoyments. - They kept alive the flame 6f
curiosity and the love of knowledge, which the jargon, rote,
and discipline of an injudicious course of scholastic educa.
; tion had adirect tendency to extinguish. My mind, aceus.
- tomed to miscellaneous enquiries and logical analysis, gra-
dually acquired sufficient vigour and penetration to compre-
hend those more prafound and methodical disquisitions of
hilosophy, which without these preliminary attainments, I -
should neither have possessed ability to analyse, nor courage
to explore. For it ought to be clearly perceived, by every
i patriot, and if ible by every parent in Virginia, that
i unless the youthful mind is stored with elementary ideas,
. and exercised by miscellaneous'enquiries, the truth depo-
. sited in the volumes of philosophy, will be inaccessible and
. useless *“ as the unsunned silver of the mine,”” and even the
fiowers that bloom in the garden of literature will ‘ waste
- their sweetness in the desert air.”> There is probably no
Eerson who speaks the English language, however humble
is capacity, or however narrow the range of his ideas, who
has not imbibed some notion of literary and moral refine-
ment from the essays of Addison, Johnson, Hawkesworth
and Mackenzie. As well might it be believed, that the
solar rays and genial dews, could penetrate the bosom of
the earth without fertilizing the soil, as that the extensive
circulation of such works as the Spectator, Rambler, Ad-
venturer and Mirror should fail to improve and refine the.
general mind.  Bome are disposed to undervalue miscella-
neous essays, on account of the light, cursory and superfici.
al ideas which they necessarily convey, They have a ten-
dency, it has been urged, to breed smatterers, pedants and
sciolists, and to enable ignorant pretenders to usurp the sta-
tions, and assume the privileges which are due only to those
who have attained solid and extensive information. This
objection is probably altogether fallacious, What is urged
as adisadvantage, isintruth one of the principal recommen.
dations of miscellaneous essays. The mass of the people
cannot be profound : peasants and mechanics cannot be-
cume philosophers, critics and scholars.* But altho’ the un-

* The writer of this Effay, performs what he feels to be in the moftem- .
puatic fenfe of the term, a focial duty, when an this fubje@ he recommends to
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alterable condition of society prevents a great majority of
its members from attaining profound and comprehensive
knowledge, is it desirable that they should be excluded
from every degree of intellectual improvement? Do not
the sobriety, industry, probity and intelligence of the active
classes of society, essentially depend upon the ability they
acquire, and the opportunities they enjoy, to devote some
ion of their leisure to reading, conversation and reflecti-
an ? Arenot nations uniformly respectable, orderly and hap-
, in proportion to the degree in which they possess this
ability and enjoy these opportunities ? Surely, the generat
diffusion of useful knowledge is peculiarly desirable and
even necessary amongst a people, who have recently orga-
nised a republican government; who possess individually
a larger portion of liberty and leisure than any other upon
earth; who, from the influence of pre-cstablished habits
and peculiar temptations to excessive sensuclity, are oppro-
briously proneto abuse these inestimable boons ; and who
are called upon collectively and at short intervals to dis-
charge political duties, to the faithful performance of which
discernment and intelligence are indispensible qualifications.
And, are not micellaneous essays, from their cheapness, in-
telligibility and brevity, singularly adapted to facilitate and
second the agency of other causes, in the accomplishment
of this valuable end ? May not the literary essayist in Vir-
ginia, aspire, without vanity or presumption, tooccupy an
higher rank in the scale of public estimation and moral
utility, than any of his European models and precursors
could indulge a hope of attaining ? :
Whilst the nations of Europe are involved in war, dis-
tracted with factions, and overrun by oppression, we enjoy
the blessingsof peace, liberty, security and leicure. We

fuch of his readers as may not have been fortunate enough to perufe ¢ Efflay
on Population,” by Malthus. From the perufal of this great work, he has
derived more original and valuable information, on the moft important fubje&
that can exercife fuperior genius, or attract the attention of an enlightened peo-
-ple, than from any other book, or from all the other books he has ever read,
It is equally calculated to corre the grofs prejudices of mere common fenfe,
and diffipate the fplendid illufions of fanciful fpeculation refpedting the immu-
table condition of man on earth, the produive caufes and proper correives
of human mifery and vice, and the future proipects of focial improvement.
To many of his readers this note may probably appear to be fuperfluous, and -
perhaps impertinent. For furely a work of fuch ineftimable value and cele~
brity muft be already in the hands of every man who afpires to difcharge the
fun&ions of an editor, legiflator or inftrutorin Virginia,

£}
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rest inthe shade whilst they are toiling in the tempest ; we
enjoy the substance, whilst they are pursuing a shadow ;
their sun is verging towards evening, whilst ours is ascend-
ing to his noon.  All that seems wanting to ripen the har-
vest of nattonal happiness, which exhibits so luxuriant a
promise, and realise every hope which human nature can
rationally indulge, is.a more extensive diffusion of useful
knowledge. May not the regular insertion of miscellane-
ous essays on useful subjects, be employed with the happi-
est cffects, for this important purpose ? Periodical prints
are more numerous, more extensively dispersed, read by a
greater number of individuals, and with greater avidity of
attention in the United States, and particularly in Virgi-
nia, than in any other part, probably, of the civilised world.
Does not this circumstance furnish the enlightened patriot
with a great moral. power for enlightening public opinion,
and correcting anti-republican propensities and habits ?
By this means every intolligent citizen may communicate
immediately and distinctly, his convictions, his feelings, his
information, and may even propose his conjectures, en-
quiries and doubts on important subjects, to every other?
The inviolable freedom of the American press; the sleep.
less vigilance of its guardians, and the general intelligence
of the people, preserve the atmosphere of public opinion,
pure, clear and pervious throughout to the light of truth,
from whatever quarter its irradiations may proceed, whate-
ver facts they may reveal, and to whatever conclusians they
may conduct the enlightened mind. :
May not periodical prints, hitherto devoted almost exclu-
sively to the publication of facts, principles and sentiments
relative to foreign and domestic politics, embrace a greater
variety oftopics and 2 wider range of usefulness? May not
intelligent editors with the assistance of their enlightened
friendsand compatriots explore a richer field of enquiry,
and accompany their political details, with information
more elementary, micellaneous and instructive? Were
the public prints uniformly conducted by men of genius,
integrity and information; were a few columns of every
paper regularly devoted to the insertion of us: fui or elegant
essays, composed by the editors themselves, or furnished
by their litevary friends; were permanent associations form-
ed by men of tafents for the purpose of preparing successive-
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ly, such essays for publication, how diffusive would be the
influence of kriowledge! how splendid the improvement of
our national character! To how many noble purposes

_might not the judicious execution of a design of this sort

be made subservient ? Might not the composition of such-
essays and their extensive dispersion by the public prints,
operate as a temporary substitute for the agency, and an aus-

picious preparative for the introduction, (on a purer and

more comprehensive plan) of those public establishments
and literary institutions, from which the nations of Europe
derive so many inestimable benefits? Might they not be
employed to compare our codes, constitution and legislative
provisions, with the best existing standards - of political
truth, and thereby acceierate theremoval of every imperfec-
tion which experience may unfold, and the adoption of eve-
ry improvement which sagacity may suggest, genius in-
vent, or experience reveal, for the progressive melioration
of our political institutions? May they not be employed to
review literary works of celebrity and importance, to display
the merits of books calculated to enlighten, and expose the
pernicious and fallacious reasonings of such as have a ten-
dency thus to corrupt the minds of yourg and inexperienced
readers ? Might they not thus contribute, not only to encrease
the number and extent of public and private libraries, but,
(which is of infinitely greater moment) to facilitate the se-
lection and circulation of useful books, and conduct inge-
nious and uninformed minds to the genuine fountains of im-
provement ? Might they not thus assist in consigning to
merited oblivion, those ¢ volumes of delusion’ which, whe-
ther from their antiquity, or their novelty, the charms of
meretricious eloquence, the artifices of venal sophistry, cr
the contagious enthusiasm of consciengious ciror, ore at
present so extensively injurious : which, unless strangled
in their birth, or arrested in their progress, must in every
condition of civilized socicty, and especially under a re-
publican government, greatly abridge and adulterate the
benefits which the art of printing and the freedom of
the press are so admirably adapted to dispense 2 May
they not be employed to accomplish (what is at present
a desideratum in moral scicnee) a correct analysis of the
proper province and purpeses of amusive literature, illus-
trating their reasonings on these important subjects by cri-
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tical remarks on the mechanism and moral tendency of such
literary productions in poetry and prose, as may attract
any considerable share of general curiosity and admiration?
May not enlightened men, through the medium of periodi-

* cal essays, inserted in the public prints, call the attention of
parents and patriots to the solemn consideration of that mo-
mentous and neglected subject, the establishment of public
schools? # Through this medium, may they not discuss
with advantage the important question whether such esta-
blishments ought to be afected solely by the genius and en-
terprise of individuals, aided by local patrénage and sponta-
neous - contributions : or, whether academies should be e-
stablished and endowed at the public expense, the various
departments distributed into professorships, and instructors
appointed by trustees incorporated by the legislature? In
other words, whether the demand for juvenile instruction,
like the demand for bread, should be supplied by the unfet-
tered competition and unassisted industry of individuals, or
adequately provided for by legislative interference and na-
tional inatitutions ?

May not periodical essays be employed with peculiar ad-
vantage to improve the minds and mannersof women, to ex-
tinguish that rage for expensive splendour and foreign fash-
ions, and that fondness for scandal which must necessari-
ly occupy the attention and dissipate the activity of unculti-
vated minds; and by exciting a taste for literature, reflecti-
on and rational conversation, banish those frivolous, unheal-
thy and unamiable amusements, which are at present so fa-
tally fashionable amongst the fair?  May not the reasonings
of cenlightened men, through this medium, have a powerful

* Were the writer of this Effay to conceive one of thofe tutelary divinities,
to whom the fiction of claffical mythology, and the credulity of primeval ages,
configned the fuperintendance of the deftiny of nations; to infcribe on confe-
erated tablets, orreveal from ¢ a fainted fhrine” a monitory oracle to the pa-
triots of America—IT wouLD BE THIs !—¢ In vain have the people, whofe
profperity is committed to your care, obtained the faireft part of the New
Korld ; in vain are their liberties eftablifhed on a bafis alike immoveable by
foreign invafion and domeftic confpiracty ; in vain does an unfettered commerce
extra® from the colleGtive induftry of the world, whatever can fupply their
wants or multiply their enjoyments ; in vain does the accumulated wifdom of
ages depofit its treafures at their feet. Thefe advantages cannot fecure thc’:
bappinefs which the genius of Columbia has promifed o beftow, until thro
the mediam of a purer and more comprehenfive plan of juvenile education, the
rifing generation fhall adopt fentiments and habits fuitable to the dignity of the
chara@ers they afpirc to form, and the glorious career they are invited to
purfue.” ' .
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tendency to divert the predominant passion of every gener-
ous and enlightened spirit, the Jove of distinction, into its na-
~“tural channel, the acquisition -of useful knowledge, the ex-
hibition of liberal accomplishments, and the achievements

of moral enterprise and expanded beneficence? 1In fine, °

~ might not an extensive combination and regular succession
of such literary associations, speedily restore that simplici-
ty of manners and dignity of soul, that characterised the an-
cient republics, and eradicate from the minds of our people
their predilection for those expensive luxuries, which ¢on-

stitute the baubles of our colonial childhood, the badges of !
the aristocratical distinctions we have abjured, and the idols -
- of the abominable passions, which we have sworn on theal. :

" tars of the revolution to expunge from our souls ?

Can the enlightened patriot conceive or contrive a plan '

fraught with more extensive benefits to his country than
this? Can a generous and heroic ambition, pant for a purer

glory, or amore splendid prize than is here proposed ! Might
not the American press thus conducted, be said withoutex- -
 travagance & hyperbole, “ to embrace millions in its grasp

and educate in one school the preceptor and his pupil !”” -

P. S. The writers of the essays, the first of which is
now presented to the public, will not probably attempt to
investigate all or evenany considerable number of the to-
pics, which have been just suggested. The writer of the
greceding essay however, indulges a hope frem the num-

er of his literary associates, the correspopding diversity of

“subjects which will naturally divide their attention, axd the
“abundant leisure which the intervals of rotation will afford,
without an injuricus or inconvenient interference with their
‘professional dutics, that their essays wl afford some de-
gree of pleasure and improvement toevery description
of readers. )
He indulgesa hope that the  title prefixed to the essays,
- will be found neither ari unmeaning emblem, ncr a faithless

indication of their character and tendency. Not that the

most attractive orzrament of a vernal sky, the beauteous off-
spring of the glittering dewdrop and the solar ray, the wel.
come harbinger of fruitful showers and exuberant vegetati-
on, ischosen to allegorise and announce their high hopes of
the literary attractions, or moral utility of their essays. The
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title of the Rainbow was selected on account of its novelty
and for the purpose of discrimination. It is intended to
convey no other emblematic reference to the essays it dis-
criminates and adorns, than as its varied hues and transi-
ent duration, may serve to indicate the diversity of amusing
topics which they will embrace, and the fugitive form they
- will assume. -Perhaps in another point of view, the Rain-
bow may serve to denote, vividly and justly, the. intention
of the writers of these, and the general - tendency of, moral
and miscellaneous essays. , : ~
'}  Weare taught by the traditions of our fathers to believe,
; that this lovely phenomenon, first made its appearance in the
. sky, to announce the cessation of a deluge, and the return-
- ing mercies ofan offended God. The bow suspended in
: the celestial arch unstrung in signof peace, presents to the
i Christian a mild memento of the - former displeasure and'-a
* delightful token of the future benignity of his God, affords
a beautiful subject of allusion tothe poet, and analysis to the
philosopher ; ravishes with its beauty even ¢ the brute un-
conscious gaze,” and is hailed by the peaceful husbandman
as the pleasing pledge of vernal luxuriance and autumnal
plenty. Isnot the Rainbow, therefore, happily fitted;to indi-
cate the attractions and utility of a species of composition,
" which has an analogous influence in moral nature, which di-
vides the ““rays of science” into all their native and beauti-
ful colours; captivates, by its novelty and variety the at-
tention of every description of readers, and showers its pro-
- lific bountics on minds of every dimension and in all situa-
- tions ? May not the Rainbow afford an appropriate and aus-
piciousiitle to a design, whosé object it is to divert some
portion of public curiosity to enquiries in which all parties
and classes are equally interested, because in these the de-
. tection of error and the discovery of truth are equally desir-
~ed by all? :

e e ol

NUMBER 1L

On the CONDITION of WOMEN.

]

It has been said that the civilization of a country may
. be fairly estimated by the degree of respect which is paid
to its women. The sentiment is not more gallant than it

) . — — . o ) p 3 g » ‘.Id
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just. Itstruthhas been demonstrated by Messieurs Alex-
ander, Thomas, Russell, and various other writers; who,
for this purpose, have resorted, not to any abstracted en-
quiries into the characters of the sexes; but to a direct ap-
peal to the experience of nations. They have shewn, by a
curious and most interesting investigation, that from the be-
nighted and sensual savage of New-Zealand, or of Nootka
Sound, through every gradation, up to the polished gentle-
man of Europe or America, the deference and veneration for
the female part of the society is exactly in proportion tothe
degree of refinement which each nation has attained. Ina
national point. of view, Virginia need not to shrink from
this test of her refinement. every social circle in which
the sexes are blended, we may observe a sanctity as well as
a tenderness of attention to the fair, which would not dis-
grace a knight in the proudest days of chivalry. Put the
moralist, who aims at the culture of the virtues, will dircct .
his attention not so much to the manners of the drawing-
room, asto those which may be observed in still more pri-.
vate life. - He will look through the ceremonies which men
may act from deference to their company, and by which -
indeed, they recognize and bow obedience to the sentiment
above expressed; he will look through these blinds of stute,
into the bosom of the private family, and watch the man-
ners of the husband and the father when every restraint is
removed. It will be by the discoveries which he shall
make here, that he will direct his admonitions; and on this
ground, I fear that the moralist, not of Virginia only, but
of all those states which boast of their refinement, will find
too much room for censure and admonition.

What is true of nations, in this case, is, I presume, e-
qually true of individuals; or inother words the civilizati-
on of the man, like that of the nation, may be fairly estima-
ted by the degree of respect which he pays tothe fair.
When I speak of civilization, I do not mean science; since
we have sometimes seen a very highly illuminated mind,
comected with a cold, a malignant, or aferocious heart;
but by civilization, I mezn, that change which is wrought
upon the savage man by the humanizing, softening, re.
fining power of social virtue. Neither by respect .o the fair
do I mean the bows and grimace of a petit maitre, whicha
monkey might learn; nor the still more imposing exterior
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of clegance and sensibility which a2 Zeluco ceuld- assume;
but, by respect to the fair, 1 mean a.genuine and: tender de-
ference, which has not merely glanced upon the surface,
but penetrated and pervaded every portion of the heart; I
mean not an occasional shew, but a-\sincere, a perennial,
an habitual respect and affection, which renders a- man-in..
voluntarily assiduous to the wants; and sympathetic with
the minutest sufferings of the softer and ersex. With
these explanations, I resume my position, and I beg my
male reader toassure himself that. whatever figure he may.
make in other respects; however brilliantly he may shine’
as a man of erudition, genius; wit, or humeour, he is; ne-
vertheless, civilized or not inproportion as he has learned
to respect the fair; and more particularly that portion: of
them whose protection he may have assumed.

It is a mournful truth that the life of the finest girl among-
us, is too often a series of suffering and of sorrow. Too
many of them pass-on to death, without having once found
the ¢ sunny slope” of tranquillity, on which they could re. -
pose and declare themselves, for amomerit, at ease.  Their
suffcrings begin aoften- with life. The restraint of their
childhood even when they are salutary, are sources of trou-
ble; because their motive is not yet perceived by the young
& inexperienced mind. But not unfrequently the restraints
of childhood instead of being prompted by parental wisdom
and tenderness, are the momentary dictates of headlong
passion and brutal'cruelty. This tyrammy commenced in-

* their childhood, is extended even to their maturer years;
and it becomes the more severe as it is then infiicted on a
mind capable of estimating 1ts wrongs; and often exerted on
those sensibilities of the heart which.can least brook the
curb and lash of authority. Marriage itself is, too fre-
‘quently, little more than a change of tyrants; and the idol
of the sighing and adoring lover, dwindles down into the
neglec'ed, oppressed, insulted drudge of an unprincipled

-and profligate husband. . If the poor, lonely mowrner, gives
birth 1o sons; she looks on with remorse to the time
when they, in their turn, armed with the authority of a
husband, shall «¢ play such fantastic tricks before high Hea-
ven. as will make even angels weep”: if she gives birth
to daughters—it would not be a subject of great wonder, if, -
like the miserable’mothcrs on the banks of the Owoonoko, .
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she should slay thém, out of compassion, & smother themin-
the hour of their bisth.—~How many women have here their

history sketched ! Look closcly into the domestic move-
ments of our people, and you will find that this sombre
picture has too many originals. Iam not accusing parents’
or husbands with the practice of savage violence on their
daughters or their wives: to a generous woman' there are’
many vwrongs infinitely moré humiliating and agonizing

than' the infliction of actual violence.

The destiny of poor Maria differed in some respects from
the preceding sketch. Maria was among the fairest and
sweetest girls that I have ever known. If the love of the
fondestand best of parents—if the most enchanting ‘grace
and beeuty—if the pure spirit and dispositions of a seraph
could have saved her from misery, Maria had been saved.
My heart bleeds at the recollection of her. But let me try
to command myself while I tell this tale of joy turned into
sorrow ; of the fajrest hopes reversed and blasted—of the
brightest lustre and beauty extinguished forever.

ﬁer parents were not rich; but they were good. Al.
thoygh they had lived much in the world, they retaineda
simplicity of character which is now rarely encountered ex-
cept in'the description of poets. Their benevolent breasts
were fraught with a tenderness of feeling: whose luxury is
known only to the poor and humble. The rich and the

" prosperous know it-only byname. Their simplicity, their
benevolence, their sensibility were concentered in the bo.
som-of the young Maria—They gave an emphasis to her

~ opening beauty—suffused her cheek with a richexr hue—and
rode, in triumph, on the beams of her eyes, through the heart
of every behiolder. I remember Maria at her first appear-
ance in the ball room. She was then about fouiteen years
ofage. The enquiry ran ¢ what rose-bud of beauty
is-this?’ The epithet wasapplied with peculiar propriety :
it depicted in one word, her youth, her beauty, her inno-
cence and sweetness. She danced ; when, light and cthe-
rial asa sylph, she surpassed whatever we have read of the
wild, the striking, the captivating graces displayed by the
rural beautics on theflowery side of /Etna. It was easy to
read in the countenance of this gay and artless young <rea-
ture the exulting expectations with which she was enterin
on life. Her childhood had passed away amid the blandish-
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ments and caressesof her fond parents; -all had been' ease,
indulgence, and gratification ; admired, applauded and be-:
loved by every body who saw or knew her, every day, eve-*
ry hour, every minute had been filled with animation, ‘joy:
and rapture. As yetshe had frolicked only on * life’s vel-;
vet lawn,” covered with a canopy of blooming amaranth ; -
and her young fancy was teeming with visions of bliss in
bright and boundless prospéct: Alas! poor Maria! How
soon was this serene and joyous morning to be overcast 2
A lover presented himself. Like Maria, he was in the
bloom of youth, and had every advantage of person and ad-.
dress; but his breast was not like Maria’s, the residence of
ure and exalted virtue. He loved her indeed; or rather,
e was infatuated by her beauty ; but he was incapable of
forming a_correct estimate of the treasure which was lodg-
ed in her bosom ; of that heart whose purity, fidelity, ‘gene-
rosity and sensibility, an angel might have avowed without-
a blush. = The dupe, however, of fervent and pathetic pro--
fessions, she accepted this man; and Maria, who was
formed to crown the -happiness of a sensible -and virtuous
man, became the miserable wife of a weak and vicious one.
Merciful God ! Must I remember the contrast which Iso
often witnessed, inagony ! Poor Maria! Her velvet lawn -
was exchanged for a wilderness of briars and brambles;
her amaranthine canopy, for the keen and cutting blasts of
a winter’s sky. I have seen Maria in the thronged assembly-
room when every eye was fixed upon her with delight, and,
followed ‘her in speechless admiration thro’ the mazes of
the graceful dance; and I have seen the same Maria far re-
moved from the world’s society, and, even vet in the bloom
of youth, all lonely and drooping like a wounded flower.
I have seen the lovely girl, presiding, like a bright, propi-
tious planet, at her father’s hospitable board ; and [ have
seen her the solitary and menial drudge of her own gloomy
and forsaken houschold. I have beheld her the animating
soul of the polished circle, dispensing light and life by her -
smiles—and my own soul has sunk within me, to sce
her insulated from the world, and picrced and languishing
under the neglect of her once ardent and assiduous husband.
She had seen the time when every transitory dejection of
* countenance had been watched by him, its cause sedulously
explored, and consolation administered with a tenderness

Al




No. 3. _ THE RAINBOW. - 15

which could not fail of its effect. But now, without a sin-
le enquiry, without one touch of pity, he could see her
E_ce pale with sorrow, and her once radiant eyes dim with

weeping. At such a moment, instead of bending before
her as he had once done, and pressing her hand to his sym-
pathetic heart, he could cast on her alook so' cold .and
chilling as to freeze the vital stream of life even in its foun-
tain, fing out of his house with contempt and disgust, and
lavish on the vicious and impure, those affectionate attentions
. which he hadsolemnly vowed to her alone.  He might have
been happy ; and he might have realized to his beauteous wife
all those dreams of conjugal innocence and bliss with which
her youthful fancy was wont toregale her. Bat instead of
those pure and calm joys, whose recollection might have gild-
ed even the moment of death, he chose riot, debauchery and

ilt; to his own virtuous and celestial bed, he preferred
habitual impurity and prostitution ; and instead of the per-
petual spring which she had fondly anticipated, poor Maria
experienced only perpetual winter. The blast was too keen
for her tender frame. She is gone; and, with her sister
angels, she has found that peace which her unfeeling hus-
band refused to her on earth. Her death stunned him into
his senses. In vain he endeavoured torecall her fleeting
breath ; in vain he promised and vowed if she could be re-
stored to him, toatone for his past neglect by future tender-
ness. T'o him the resolution of amendment came too late ;
may itcome in time to a portion of my readers.

SIS SIS S

Cal

NUMBER III. -
On POLITENESS.

THE efforts of individuals to correct and reform society
would be more efficient, if it were not for the pertinacity
with which most of us assume the exclusive right to exa-
mine our own faults. The propriety of erecting an inde-
pendent tribunal to decide between persons indifferent to us,
is never questioned ; but touch oursclves or our favourites,
and we 1nstantly become hoodwinked : errers the most
glaring are readily covered by partiality, while we adorn
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with the utmost subtilty, all that is engaging and meritori-
ous.—'There are however those, who with %ecoming diffi-
dence lend their minds to the tutelage of experience : tosuch
I address myself, since they may be operated upon, although
in different degrees, by discreet and temperate reproof.
Every member of society has certainly a deep interest in
promoting that quality, which we understand by the appro-
priate term, PoriTENkss. In the intercourse which ne-
cessarily subsists between individuals in affairs of com-
merce, politics, arts and science, so much of our pleasure
depends upon the urbanity and good breeding of our com-
ions, that no hint should be disregarded, which may,
in the remotest degree improve our manners or refine our
tastes.—Some men have learnt to appreciate the advantages
of genteel deportment and suavity of manners; and consci-
ous of the influence they have attained by the respect which
such qualities command, only because they are rare, have
applied them to purposes of seduction : they have thereby
toooften stolen the aftections of the people, & wounded their
morals by examples of deception, which however specious,
are disowned and disdained by the frankness of genuine
politeness.—In republics therefore, it is essentially impor-
tant, that we should cultivate affability and politeness. This
would lead to an habitual elegance, and an agreeable equa-
lity of manners: an equality as desirable as that of intellect,
and scarcely less important than that which our law of dis-
tributions was designed to promote.—An interchange of
 civilities, and a tender of reciprocal aid among neighbours,
would win the heart of any man, that would take the trou-
ble to contrast them with such manners as are always the
offspring of a rude and unpolished state of society ; where
brutal intoxication and the horrible dexterity of pugilism
are in the van : where the loss of an ear may disfigure us,
or the loss of our eyes deprive us of all that is beautiful.
Bereft of the most delightful sense, the parent may hear the
voice of his beloved infant, but the angelic smile of inno-
_cence which touches the tenderest fibre in his heart is for-
ever closed from his view.—Let us then by correcting our
manners, restrain by degrees that ferocity and licentious-
ness, which have afforded the enemies of democracy some
- plausible grounds of censure.—
That we can all attain the same eminence in the various

, .
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graces which ornament a truly polite man, is not to be ex«
pected. Clowns and Coxcombs will fill up their circle, and
a few of them answer very well to form a comparison. There
are nevertheless certain leading points, which every man of
common Sehse may acquire : narhely—patience in argu-
ment—forbearance towards the ignorant—a prompt atten- -
tion to those with whom we have to transact business ¢ the
strictest delicacy and respect towards females—an unbound.
ed attention to cleanliness: and, avoid absence: that dig-

nified inattention which claims the repetition of our names
before we can condescend to lend an ear, is instifferable.

Above all; if you wish to retain the supremacy of your spe-
cies—if it is hot your desire to degenerate into the most
disgusting and swinish brutality, give yourself time td
take your meals! pray do not employ both hands in serv-
ing your mouth, nor labor till you perspire. Never be tod
busily employed in emptying your own plate, to assist the
company to the viands that are near you.—The ceremonies
of the table, constitute an important item in good breeding..
I have frequently been disgusted with the habits of some of
your ostentatious dispensers of flesh, vegetables, &c. They
will insist upon it that you ear nothing ; and although you
earnestly contend for the contrary, persist in helping you
to a mice Jittle bit of their own choice. When we analyse this

. behavior, it stands thus: ¢ Sir, you must feel some embar-

rassment, since you have not been accustomed to such com-
pany ‘as that of which you are now a member ; pray disen.
gage yourself from the confusion which perplexes yoti ¢ it
destroys your ap%etite : I'am truly sorry to see you under
suchrestraint : choose for yourself, or, as I know what is
good better than you do, I will choose for you : Iassure
you that you are heartily welcome; consider yourself at
home.”— All this stuff is probably uttered with so little
grace and sincerity, and merely because the upstart who re-
peats it has heard semething like itat those tables to which
4iis Dollars have been invited, that the person to whom it is
addressed, if he has commion sense, feels insulted and de-
aded by his visit, and too well assured that /Ae is not at
ome. It is ridiculous to tell a man how free he may be.
have at your house ; he can ascertain this by your manners :
but if you want address to give him a complete idea of your
hospitality, you had better lit) him guess at it than foolish-
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ly attempt to ornament beyond its bearing, that which he has
the means of comprehending.—Every man can fee/ when
he is welcome. ’ ' :
When the ceremony of eating is over, the no less fatigu-
- ing routine of wine-drinkin%demands its due respect. Here
most frequently, although brutal inebriation is ayoided, e-.
nough is taken into the brain, to produce ‘

¢ A clath of argument, and jar of words,
% Worfe than the mortal brunt of rival fwords.”

When this Aappy point is reached, we are told in baccha-
nalian language, to leave 7o Aeel-taps. In obedience to cus-
tom, and through respect to the benevolent gentleman whe
will not permit us to depart either sorrowful or sober, we
take off heel-taps, till we have some very serious admoni-
tions that they are transferred to the brain. This is a glori-
ous point gained : we are now prepared to drink a Toast,
and a Bumper! This punishment, for such it often is, is
not prescribed by the company: the master of the house,
who has requested his guests 20 act precisely as they pleased,
dictates atoast, probably disgusting and offensive to three-
fourths of the company. By the bye, toasts lead to excess

‘and irritation : Excess, by keeping a party over the
fumes of wine, when otherwise, they would retire to adraw-
ing-room, and converse rationally and temperately ;, Irri-
tation, when an unpopular or ridiculous toast is given. For
example—the first toast which you receive from an agent of
the British government, is GEorcE the third! Unluckily,
this gentleman is frequently out of his senses: we had as
well drink PEc Nicnorson. So, when General Wash-
i;fgton was President of the United States, have some of
those characters drank his health at the house of the Ame-.

- rican minister, who had theretofore proscribed him as a trai.
tor and a rebel. )

-+ There is afitness in things which should always be regard-
ed. When we hear of a man eminent for his talents, in-
tegrity, and dcvotion to polite learning ; when for instance,
we read his speeches in some public assembly, and find
them bold, nervous and beautiful ; when we know him to
be the ardent and zcalous advocate of the rights of man,

- and disinterestedly risking health and tranquillity for the good
of his country ; ‘the generous mind lingers for an opportu-
nity to offer testimonials of regard and veneration to one so
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highly entitled to them. The period at length arrives, when
"the stranger is to meet with this object of respect and es-
vteem.—'-%ith such qualities previously ascertained, he of
consequence associates the acoomplisiments of easy de-
portment, of free access, and gentlemanly affability. These
acquirements have frequently been seen together ; and asa
judicious writer has remarked, when two objects have been
seen together, the imagination acquires a habit of passing
eastly from one to the other. If the first appears, we lay
‘our account that the second is to follow, and we feel an
impropriety in their separation. We miss something
that we expected to find, and the habitual arrangement
of our ideas is disturbed by the disappointment. So
it is at the first interview with the person just described.
e seize the introduction, to cultivate an acquaintance
with a man so eminently useful, and of talents so brilliant.
But to our mortification and chagrin, and in return for the
compliment which our countenances upon such occasions
never fail to express, a cold repulsive bow and a leaden
- hand, require you to be more distant. They bid you to
approach the majestic sternness of democracy, with steps of
caution and reserve. In conversation, contradiction how-
ever decently expressed, produces a dignified silence. If
you essay once more to renew the topic, a stiff revolution
upon the heel, and some observation to a third person, clo-
ses for ever the debate. And gladly letit close, says the
disappointed_stranger; so says every independent citizen.
The talents of such a man may commaid respect, but the
friendly affections of the heart, will seek for materials more
congenial with themselves : they will not attempt to rest
in a climate so cold and inauspicious to their growth. Hence
a due regard to manners somewhat more flexible, becomes
an object of important consideration, even to minds which
look down upon them as light and frivolous. We should
“consult our {{‘iends, and correct habits in some degree im-
moral and injurious. ' Injurious, because the want of good
manners must in some measure check the progress of ex-
ertions, which would otherwisc obtain a wider spread.
Much depends upon the accessibility and engaging ease of
him who wishes to give force and currency to his opinions.
From the picture just drawn, we turn with delightto those
great men, who have the art of uniting us to their hearts at
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‘once : Who have attained the inimitable facility of inter.

ilmging ideas sg completely, that they seem to impart all they

- know and all they feel: by such characters, we are imper-
ceptibly elevated in our own opinions, and are stimulated
tq reach such excellence. - They keep nothing under that
mysterious reserve, which would seem to say you know -
nat all ; some qualities of my mind and some acquirements,
have raised me above you ; these I hold close,—When
such people fall in my way, I know that they have gained
a reputation to which they are not entitled, and that it must
be supparted byart, Fearful to lose a point of dignity and

" fame, because they feel that they have neither talents nor
address to retrieve it, bt;hey humbly take l;l;e?c? under /1:
mysteriqus carriage of the body, ta cover the defects of th
mjz'zfd, o it », : ,, EXAMINEJI;. |

NUMBER IV.
FRENCH REVOLUTION;

AND

EMPERORSHIP OF BONAPARTE.

o .
LN

: THE intelligence that Bonaparte has founded his impe-
rial throne, on the ruins of republican France, has'excited
very opposite sensations, among the political sects of dif-
ferent civilized nations ; of joy and trinmph with the advo.
cates of despotism ; of indignation and regret, among the
friends of liberty, if not unpleasant sensations of doubt and
despair, with respect to the general practicability of mild
and economical political institutions. The first may be sup-
posed to have felt that kind of troubled pleasure, if pleasure
it can be called, which Milton describes the arch-fiend to

“have enjayed, when he seduced the mother of mankind ;
cr that still more horrid sentiment of malicious satisfaction,
which the same poet attriutes to death, when he was made
acquainted with the numberless victims, which thesuccess
of his infernal father would furnish his devouring jaws:

" they ¢ grin horribly, a ghastly smile.” They are much bet-
ter pleased that the French revolution has commenced, pro-
gressed and terminated as it appears to have done, than if
such a revolutian had never taken place, and the ancient
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despotism' had remained unshaken. They consider the ex-
periment and its failure as the last link in the long chain of
proofs, which tend to establish unalterably and incontro-
vertibly, this great and important political axiom—rue
JINSEGURITY AND INSTABILITY OF REPUBLICAN INSTI-
zutioNs. They declare that we have now before our eyes
the fairest experiment, the grandest effort, and the ablest
.conducted attempt towards the establishment of a represen-
tative democracy, in a highly enlightened nation, that has
‘ever been made: And that its failure is a confirmation of
the universal testimony of all antiquity, and the experience
.of modern times, that mankind are so radically and irreme-
diably prone to vice and corruption as to render them unfit,
and, in fact, incapable of governing themselves, but re.
quire the chastening hand of a master to secure their Aap-
ﬁim?ss. They contend, whatever doubts may have been
eretofore entertained, with respect to the probability of a
radual emancipation of the human race, from civil and re.
gious tyranny, in proportion as they become enlightened,
on the subject of their political and social rights, that-now,
such doubts must be changed into certainties of their im.
practicability; what was once prophecy, is now history ;
what was once conjecture is now experience ; what was
once theory, isnow practice. The example of antiquity it
is no longer necessary, say they, to produce; they are wil-
- ling to rest the force of the argument on the French experi-
ment : external violence had no agency in the destruction
of French liberty ; like Rome of old, she lost her liberty at
the ,p;.riod when she had triamphed over all her enemies;
tut the French revolution was a monster, generated in vice
and depravity, which, for lack of other victims, has at length
devoured its cwn abortive offspring. The destruction of
this monster and its offspring produces the return of social
order, tranquillity and happiness, which can only be secuz-
ed by monarchy. Emperor Napoleon has awakened the
drcaming philosopher, and rent the veil from the eyes of
the visianary speculator.  With better success than Canute,
when he addressed the surges that rolled at his feet, hehas
issued his mandate to the rising flood of liberty and emanci-
pation—*‘s¢ far shalt thou go—and no farther I’ Such
-Is an absirzct of what I imagine to be the feelings and opi-
nions of the advocates of dlespotic power.
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Far different are those entertained by the friend of Fberty.
The freedom of another hemisphere seemed to dawn, and
gleam upon his delighted soul, like the all-cheering lumi- -
nary of day; but the vice of man has overshadowed the

_scene ; his fancies have fleeted from before him, as the un-
real shades of deceptive twilight ; the long night of despotism
succeeds. He looks back: with regret to the beautiful vi-
sions which he indulged, at a period when he could hail a
French, a Batavian, an Helvetian, a Ligurian, a Cisalpine,
a Roman, and a Parthenopean Republic, as inhabiting, like
America, ¢ the modest mansion” of representative demo-
cracy.” In the bitterness of his soul he curses the bloody
tyrant who has directed the master energies of his mind to
the destruction of those fair fabrics. Bonaparte might have
ranked with the Scipios and Catos of antiquity ; he is now
associated with the despots of modern Europe ;- his vene.
rated name would have gone down the stream oftime, *till
time shall be no more, and unfading laurels have encircled
his immortal brow ; it will now descend, with accumulat-
ing disgrace, to the latest posterity; and infamy, eternal,
everlasting,  will be inseparably connected with his name:
But the friend of liberty, indignant at the usurpation of Bo-
naparte, and lamenting the event as a permanent and irre-
mediable destruction of the freedom of France, althou
he does honor to the generosity and ardor of his republi-
can feelings, yet falls into the error of slaves and tyrants,
when he believes that the Organic Senatus Consultum is the
grave of French liberty. Though his feelings and actions
are perfectly dissimilar, yet he seemsto believe, with them,
that it is a fate, which even American freedom will one day
experience, when age has ripened it for the repose of despo-
tism, and time for the sleep of death. But these opinions
and feelings, if I may judge from my own experience, will,
in a great mcasure subside; and our contempt for the
worn out, common-place, ordinary direction, which Bona-
parte’s ambition has taken, will, in some degree, be dimi-
nished, npon cooler and more mature reflection. We shall
be led to enquire whether the elevation of Bonaparte is real-
ly so permanently inauspicious to liberty, and disastrous
to France, as the honest indignation of our first impres-
sions would persuade usto believe, In this inquiry, two
prominent points seem to present themselves for considera-
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tion. JFirst; Has the French revolution actually ended ?
Second ; If it has ended, what will France, in particular,
- and the general cause of liberty and of mankind, lose or
inby 1t 2
galThg most ancient and geperal division of the different
kinds of governments, is into monarchical, aristocratical,
and democratical. But this division does not appear to
discriminate with sufficient precision, between the most
usual systems of rule established among men. I speak in
neral terms ; ] do not descend to the particular and num-
berless modifications and mixtures, of which they are all
susceptible. I shall adopt therefore, as a first and general
“division, one that appears liable to fewer objections, viz :
Despotism—Limited Monarchy—and, Representative Dea
mocracy. It cannot be denied by the most enthusiastic
" philanthropist, that there are many nations, ‘whose moral
and political condition will not admit of any other species
of government than the first—that is absolute and un-
‘qualified despotism. Such are most of the nations of Asia
and Africa, and many in Europe. Neither will it be de-
nied, - I presume, tﬁat there are other nations, among
whom there has been such a diffusion of knowledge, par-
ticularly as it respects their rights and libertics, as to ad-
mit of a milder government—limited monarchy. The
most enlightened nations of Europe, (other circumstances
concurring) are in a situation to enjoy this kind of govern-
ment. For instance Great-Britain; which actually does
enjoy it; and perhaﬁs several other nations of Europe are
equally qualified. Butizis denied by many, (notenligh-
" tened philosophers, indeed,) that any nation is now, or will
ever be capable of governing itself, permanently, by a re-
presentative democracy. ltis in vain to tell them that ex-
* perience, as upon other occasions, is the surest test of
truth, and to point out to them, which by the bye, they
cannot avoid seeing, unless wilfully blind, our own hap
representative democracy, now ¢“in the full tide of suc-
cessful experiment.” 'I” hey will answer as has been an-
swered three thousand years ago, and, for ought I know,
will be answered three thousand years hence, by a predic-
tion—that such a state of things will notlast afways. Now
as the period for verifying this prediction, like the mission
of the Y:wish'Messiah is chways approaching but never ar-
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rives, the argument must stop here ; for who will attempt
to disprove a prediction, which allows eternity for its accom-
plishment ? Yet notwithstanding this denial of the practi-
cability and permanence of representative democracies, I
shall not resist the evidence at present before mte, that I ac-
tually reside under such a government. After making these
distinctions, I proceed to observe that the seventeen states
of North-America, called the United States, enjoy the best
of all governments, a representative democracy; one or
two in Europe, the next best, a limited monafchy; and,
that the rest of ‘mankind, who live under any regular go-
vernment, are subjected to the worst of all—despotism.,
It'seemsto be acknowledged by most of those, whose opini-
ons are entitled to any respect, that a representative de-
mocracy ensures a greater portion of happiness to a larger
number of individuals than the best constituted limited mo-
narchy. But from the doubts which continue to be en-
tertained, of the practicability and permanence of such go-
vernments—from the anarchy incident to ancient republics,
and the more recent example of France—many very well
menning and intelligent men, the friends of human happi-

" ness, believe that a limited monarchy is the best safeguard

against the miseries of despotism, as well as the disorders
of republicanism, which gencrally terminate in tyranny.
This opinion, however erroneous, is entertained by a very
respectable portion of civilized society. A majority per-
haps, counting numbers, ar¢ in favour of a representative
democracy. Some few, abandoned of God and man, with
cool deliberate villainy, advocate the cause of despotism.
Crowds follow through venality or timidity. This class,
therefore, ' is numerous, but base. It is thus that parties
seem to be divided in every civilized nation of the earth.

- At the commencement of the French revolution, it is be-

lieved, that a great majority of the thinking part of the na-
tion were in favour of limited monarchy. T'he advocates
of despotism were those only who were immediately inter-
estcd m its continuance——the king, the nobility; and the

elergy. Even many of these too, virtuous and great men,

joined either the raild monarchists, or the rigid republi-

cans. So that many nobles and ecclesiastics, as well as’

philosophers, and factious zealots, were in favor, from the
beginning, of establishing a representative democracy, on
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the ruins of the old monarchy. But, as just mentioned,
limited monarchy appears to have been the wish of the na-

tion. It was therefore established by the constituting As-

sembly of 1789, 1791 and 1792. Happy had this been the
last, as it was the first era of the French revolution. Two
causes produced the destruction of this constitution, dand
the shocking scenes of violence, anarchy and bloodshed
which ensucd; the insineerity and flight of the king,
and the insulting manifestoes and actual invasion of France
by the combined powers. It was evident that Louis XVI
Would not be faithful to the constitution, nor exercise the
powers with which it had invested him, for the defence of
thenation. Under the pressure of existing circumstances
it therefore became necessary to depose the king and elect
another, or, to abolish the-office and alter the constitution.
Many enlightened friends of liberty were for the first mea.
sure; but their adversaries prevailed. This change was

remature ; it was a kind of government for which the

rench were evidently unfit. It is never politic to establish |

the simplest forms of government upon the ruins of the

most tyrannical. It requircs a generation or two to clear:

‘away the rubbish of prejudice and vicious habits. Some

middle course is best; for, as it is observed by an elegarit

historian,  among the many ills originating from, or in-

herent in slavery, it renders its victims long unfit for the "

enjoyment of the very blessings they have panted after.”

This state of things therefore could not be permanent. Ac.’

cordintily agovernment was organized by the convention, -

upon the more complex principle of checks and balances,
with a splendid and energetic executive. ‘But the new born
French citizen had not as yet arrived to a sufficient maturi-
ty of age, and stability of principle, to walk without the

“leading strings and corrective arm of a much stronger au.
thority than was conferred upon, or imposed by the execu-
tive directory, and the two councils of ancients and of five
hundred. This government was eminently defective ; and
lost all the conquests achieved by the unexampled enthusi-
asm, which the national convention, and their committees
of public safety, infused into the republican soldiery. Per-
haps this is no weak argument in favour of a numerous exe-
cutive, in opposition to the reccived opinion, that to en-
sure secrecy and dispatch, it is necessary that the execu-
» . Vi
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tive, especially in times of warfare, should be composed of
a single individual, or, at least a small number. "Dissen-

sions and factions in the cabinet and councils, and bribery
and corruption among the ministers and generals produced
repeated disasters and contiriued defeats among’ the nation-
al troops. France was at this time engaged in a desfructive,
war with almost all Europe, ‘and a part of Asia and Africa.
"T'he government was despised by the generals, who in their

turn lost the confidence of their armies; and the coalition.
of despots seemed oncé more about tosubjugate the repub-
lic, or deprive her of her fairest provinces, More eners
getic and united councils or a change in the government
was called for. The first seemed unattainable ; the second
was contemplated, under the ‘auspices of Moreau; and by
him rejected. - At this critical ‘period - Bonaparte arrived
from Egypt, and usurped the government of France from,
the fecb%g hands of the Directory, almest without a strug-
gle. 'We have thus seen the French attempt .to mould.
down an absolute despotism into a limited monarchy; we’
have seen them foiled in the attémpt by the perfidy of the
man whom they had permited to remain their chief execu-
tive hereditary magistrate, and by the atrocious policy of
the surrounding kings ; 'we have seen the disorders which
ensued, upon the dissolution of this'government, among
a people ““ mrade mad by oppression, and drunk . with the -
acquisition of new born power;** we have seen their dis-
orders imperfectly corrected, by ¢ experiments hastily be-.
gotten in the bosom of tempests:” and lastly, we have

«seen these tempests lulled at the irresistable mandate of a

military adventurer! % % * * % Thisusurpation must be
permitted by the French nation, from one, or the other of
these causes ; frse, anactual inability to resist the military.,
force at the disposal of the usurper; or, second, a desire to

re-establish the ancient despotism; or, #4jrd, and last, a .
national langour, a kind of tedium, a wish fqr repose, after -
the gigantic struggles of the revolutionary contest. The first

supposition cannot be admitted. Howecver indisposed the

French nation may, ar present, be, to go into such .an ex-
treme, they certainly are not unable, instantaneously to

crush the power of Bonaparte. ‘I'he throne of Louis X VI.

himself the successor of sixty-eight kings, was supported.
by the veneration of fourteen centuries; by the most nu-
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mcrous,opulent, and enthusiastic nobility in Furope, and
by large bodies of devoted mercenaries and loyal troops :

‘yet when the nation willed it, Louis tumbled from his height
‘of power. . Bonaparte is an upstart foreigner, whose reign
has just commenced, the founder of his own'dynasty ; un-
' %po'rted by, or allied to, any respectable class of ancient
ility ; and although in point of military force he exceeds
any of the former monarchs of France, yet if the nation
‘willed it, Napoleon would share a similar fate to that of Lou-
is; or a man who more resembles him, Robespierre. It
may therefore he concluded that the present order of things
is not permitted in France from any inability in the nation,
to resist the power of Bonaparte. =~ -
. Does it then proceed, in the second place, from their de-
sire to re-establish despotism ? This dl;s&re_ did not mani-
fest itself at the formation of the first constitution; for it
was professedly instituted, tolimit and restrain that despo-
tism, Nor was it at the decapitation of Louis XVI; for
then the monarchy was changed into a republic. Ifsuch
then was ever the latent wish of the nation, it would have
exhibited itself at some period of defeat, disaster, or weak-
nessof the republican government; but the national spirit

_ mever seemed to be roused so. high, as when the republic

was in danger. When thé Duke of Brunswick invaded
France, and during the war of La. Vendee, when the French

royalists had actually defeated the republican generals in

many pitched battles, and conquered or occupied many de-

artments, upon the supposition that the nation had had any

ankering for its first love of despotism, the dormant desire
would have been awakened into action, and the Bourbons
restored. But the republican spirit was never more ardent
than at these periods.  This wish then can only be supposed
to have manitested itself, at the present epoch, when Bona-
parte has assumed the imperial purple. This event, how-
ever, appears to have becn effected more by internal apathy,
the consequence of wearisome struggles, than any cordial

- acquiescence of the French nation. . The jealousy and ani-

mosity of the neighbouring nations, the dread of internal
commotions, with a sense, under such circumstances, of
the nceessity of a strong, military government,—these
causes have elevated Bonaparte; and when these causes
ceasc to exist, royalty, in France, will make its quiet exit,
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. along with them.—Opinions, feelings and passions operate
the same upon thirty millions of individuals, as they do up-
onone ; and according to every law, by which opinions,
feclings or passions are associated together, a returning
fondness for despotism would have been connected with a
renewed idolatry towards the Capets. Experience, in aid
of theory confirms this truth. 'When the death of Oliver
Cromwell and the imbecihty of hisson Richard awakened
the royalists of England to a sense of their strength, the re-
estabhishment of kingly government produced the re-esta-
blishment of the Stuarts,

A party in this country, who, under the appellation of a
strong government, mean a limited monarchy, always con-
nect their wishes upon this subject, with the formsand prin-
ciples of the British constitution. From the many excel-
lent opportunities which the French neglected of restoring
despotism, as well as from the consequences which would
have resulted had such been the national wish, it may not
then be absurd to conclude that the usurpation of Bonaparte
docs not proceed from an inclination to re-establish despo-
tism. But it has been stated that one or the other of three
causes, induces the French to submit to the power of Bo- ‘
naparte.  And I have endeavoured to shew that it is neither
the first, nor second. It follows then that it must be the -
third ; a sense of the necessity ofa temporary, strong, mili-
tary government ; from the enmity of surrounding states,
and the as yet unsettled state of the interiot revolutionary
ferment; a national langeur, a kind of tedium, a wish for
repose after the gigantic struggles of the revolutionary con-
test. The nation sleeps soundly after its Herculean efforts;;
Bonaparte alone watches at hispost. He has connected the

-greatness of France with his own usurpation ; but it must
“be confessed that under his auspices, the nation has arrived
to an uncxampled pitch of power and prosperity. While
secure in their mighty resources against all external attack,
-and by the strength and vigilance of the government, from
proscription and bloocdshed, the effects of internal commo-
ticns, the nation appears to have sunk into a lethargy,
which does not mark, or is indifferent to the means by
‘which their great chief has acquired these blessings for
them. Provided the bloody rage of faction is chastised, and
traniquillity restored, they seem to give themselves na trou.
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ble to enquire whether Bonaparte has modified the govern.
ment, according to his own whim, or their permanent hap-
piness. The consul, taking advantage of these circum-
stances, has endeavoured to render hereditary, in his fami-
‘'ly, and permanent to the nation, that power, and those cau-
tionary. regulations which were intended to be temporary ;
‘and he has bribed or overawed the constituted authorities to
legalize and sanction his usurpation. Too justly disgusted
with revolutions, the French view their present state of
things, although it has been unexpectedly stolen upon them,
‘as a smaller evil than a recurrence to and a renewal of those
scenes of horror from which they have been so lately res-
pited. Dazzled by the splendour of Bonaparte’s almost un-
rivalled achievements, his government, perhaps, is viewed
with complacency, if the forms by which he rules are not
admired. But heroes of Marengo and Aboukir, are not
hereditary ; and when Bonaparte shall have ended his mor-
tal career by the hand of violence or of nature, his imperial
institutions will crumble into insignificance, faster than his
body into dust. The forms of the republic will be restored,
and profiting by past experience, it will be * organized in

tranquillity.” This view, which I so sanguinely indulge,
" is infimtely consoling to the friend of humanity. It holds
rout the prospect of a bloodless change. Reforms are always
desirable ; revolutions ever to be dreaded. In such an e-
vent the passions of civilized society will not again be en-
listed on the side of tyrants, the nation will be completely
prepared for the peaceful triumph of principle; and the
surrounding states of Europe, warned by woeful experi-
ence, will not feel inclination or interest in coalescing to re-
store an upstart emperor, or a mushroom legion of honor.
The change from imperial to republican France, will not
be sudden or bloody, but gradual and peaceable ; not a

mobbish revolution, but a philosophic reform; it will be

slower but surer; and it will come when the circumstances
of the times call for it, as they now in some measure, call
for the government of Bonaparte or some such man. Ifthe
preceding remarks be correct, the French revolution is not
at an end; but the most bloody part has past away ; several
grand eras have succeeded each other; the last will be the
_final emancipation of the nation, some time during the nine-
teenthcentury. I cannot-admit that I am here faling into



30 THE. RAINBOW. " No. 4

‘the prophetic ' mania which I have just condemned. The
revolutionary wheel has been in' motion fifteen years ; it has
had several pauses, but rolled on agzin; I therefore think
it precipitate and premature to conclude that ithas now stopt
forever. ,
* But if this térrible convulsion; this political earthquake,
‘which shook the civilized earth to its ceiitre, while its ex-
tremities trembled, Has finally rumbled into silénce, by the
weight and influence of one of its own stupendous produc-
tions ; if the French revolution has, actually endeéd in the
despotism of Bonaparte—what will France, in particular,
and the general cause of liberty and of mankind, lose, or
gain by it? In order toascertan this point, it will be ne-
cessary briefly to compare the state of France, under the
last of the Capets, with its situation under the first of the
Bonapartes. _Jurists have long since made a compendious
division of the absolute rights of man—I/ife, liberty, and
'{}'operty. These rights are completely secured only in thé
nited States ; Great-Britain ranks next in the scale of free-
dom. But the question before us, is not which govern-
ment of the earth most effectually secures these rights, but
“whether they were best secured by the government to which
Louis X'V1. was born, or, by those institutions which Napo-
leon I. has established. Among others, of inferior conse-
quence, there seem to be six points of comparison, by which
the two governments may be judged. 1. The origin of
the two despotisms. 2. The nature of the nobility. 3. The
bierarchy, or church-establishment. 4. The administra-
tion of justice. 5. The financial arrangements. 6. The
feudal system. Firsz, as to the origin of the two despo-
tisms. And here I must prémise that by the word origin
1 do not mean the actual, rea/ origin of the two govelDd-
ments, but the ideas of the ruler, and the reccived po ular
notions, respecting his right to command, and their duty to
obey. Under the old system, kings were the immediate
vice-gerents of God. They considered and avowed, that
they were accountable to him alone for their actions. Diex
et mon droit——God and my right, was their appeal. The
people were lost in the dust while the monarch was elevat-
¢d to the clouds. Louis was the Lord’s anointed ; the no-
bles and the priests were his slaves ; and the peasantry again
were the beasts of burden for these. 'When the king and
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‘the people were brought. into comparison, the latter. were
considered as dystin the balance. The ease of one man was
thought. of more importance, than the happiness of twenty-:
five millions; and many a summer's day, and many & winter’s
night, * wretches have been hung up, in long tortures, lest
luxury should feel 2 momentary pang.”’ '

" But Napoleon is neither the vice-gerent of God, nor-the
Lord’s anointed ; he.is not the sovereign, but the. chief ma-:
gistrate of the people ; for among the host of defects ob~
servable in the new order of thingd,  we yet find some im.
portant principles recognized : the sovereignty of the peo..
ple, with their right to alter and abolish theirgovernments
at pleasure; equality of all men.in respect to their rights ;.
religious toleration ; taxes in proportion to property ; these,:
with same other principles, declared and acknowledged in
the better. times of the republic, are still sacredly regarded;
as inherentin the nation, Louis was literally king of France ;
without any legal or literary fiction,. upon certain- contin-:
gencies, the whole tervitory of France might be forfeited tos
the monarch ; he was, the. proprietor, and the nation, from:
the prince to the peasant, were his tenants. But Napoleon.
is I:J._:pperor of the French ; the soil of France belongs to the .
people of France ; and the last title which he has assumed,.
merely expresses the political relation in which the gover.
nar stands to the l.‘govcmed. - This is one great point gain-.
ed ; not only to France, but to mankind in general. We.
hear no more of divine right, or any other right.than that of
the sovereign people ; and though they may abuse -it, as-
they have recently: done, yet .the bare acknowledgement: .
that such aright exists, and .its being recognized by the go- -
verning power, as the only legitimate origin and basis.of .
his authority, is a material advance in practical polities. .

Secand and third—the nature of the nobility, and hierar--
chy, or church-establishment. - I do not speak;of the nobi-
lity and hierarchy as it relates to their feudal privileges;
these will be considered presently ; but as hoary, civil and .
sacerdotal aristocracies, whose power and pretensions-were -
viewed with awe and reverence, by an ignorant and super-
stitious peasantry. The lord, who occupied the manors-
and the mansions, which his ancestors had occupied in suc-
cession, - so many centuries before him, was easily impress- .
ed with a belief, by the circumstances of his birth and edu. -

~
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cation, that there was an immeasurable distance between
the feelings and the rights (if such were allowed) of the po-
lished baron and the rugged peasant. The peasant too,
servant to the son of that gther, who had been served by -
his father, before him, and whose ancestors had from time -
immemorial, been in the relative situation, with their barons,
of master and slave, could not but believe that his Lord .
was a superior being, invested by nature with all the rights, -
while the services (miserable birthright!) alone belonged
to him.—These sentiments of domination on the one side, -
and debasement on the other, were greatly aggravated,
whenever the peasant’s lord happened to be an ecclesiastic. .
Family distinction was united with priestly hauteur ; but
the unbending austerity of sacerdotal pride is proverbial.
There is a wide difference between the preceding, and
any order of nobility, hereditary distinction, or religious es-
tablishment, which is now to be found in France. Any-
nobility which Bonaparte can establish, if, which we must
suppose, he choosesthem from among his adherents, will be
an upstart robility. The people of France will witness their
creation. They will see their old companions, brewers
and bakers, hewers of wood and drawers of water, made
members of the legion of honor, from their alertness as
spies, or their perseverance as blood-hounds. And while
it has a tendency to extinguish every spark of veneration
and respect for nobles, it elevates them, in their own imagi--
nations, by exhibiting so palpably that between the peasant
and his lord there are only artificial distinctions. It there-
fore has a double effect, in raising the class to which the
peasant belongs, in his own estimation, (which is impor-

tant ; for the moment a man believes that he movesina .

lower circle than his merits entitle him to, he becomes rest-
less and uneasy-—) while it depresses the order to which
his comrade has been elevated.  He very naturally and very
justly imagines that he has the same rights as his quondam
friend the brewer; nor will the pageantry of power be able
to beat this imagination from his brain.  The present reli-
jous establishment in France, is widely dissimilar to the
old hierarchy. The domains of the church have been sold .
and the sale repeatedly legalized and sanctioned by succes-.
sive factions, from Robespierre to Bénaparte. A new di-
vison of dioceses has been made by Bonaparte, in concert
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with the Pope; and a new division of parishes by the
‘bishops; the government nominates the latter, who, in
" their turn, nominate to the parishes. All ministers of re-
ligion are paid from the public treasury. The superiority
- of the present establishment will be seen at a glance. For-
‘merly, immense landed estates were attached to each diocese,
or bishop’s see, connected with which, were myriads of idle
. pretensions, oppressive privileges and cruel extortions. A
rench bishop.of Bonaparte, compared witha French bish-
of Louis XVI. is as powerless and insignificant as a
irginian parson. In this point of view, therefore, in sup-
: ing the ridiculous veneration for nobles, and the im-
- pious idolatry for priests, the French Revolution and Em-
 perorship of Benaparte, has been singularly happy, not on-
- ly for France, but for the progress of liberal thinking.
Fourthly—The administration of justice, in the old and
-new governments. It is indeed a perversion of terms to
.call the judicial proceedings, under the old government, an
administration of justice. The shocking degree of corrup-
tion and venality which pervaded these courts, cannot be
ralleled in any other age or country. Instead of employ.
mg honest and able attornies, fairly and ingenuously to
state the matter in dispute, to an impartial jury and upright
-judge, there was notoriously and avowedly, a certain class .
of females, who, under the name of Les Soliciteuses, were
-bribed, by rival clients, to corrupt the court by the most
imfamous sacrifices. But there is another feature, in the
ancient regime, which tends more pointedly fo shew the
dreadful insecurity of the lives and liberties of all classes of
men. Iallude to the lezzres de cacher. These were a spe-
cies of blank mittimus. "The date of the warrant, the name
of the victim, and the price of imprisonment, remained
-blank. This price may be supposed to have varied, ac-
cording to the wealth, rank or power of the person to be
‘immured. When this was ascertained and paid, the blank
-warrant was delivered to the purchaser, who inserted the
name of his enemy, and delivered it, thus fraught with mi-
sery, to the officers of Justice! It is difficult to imagine
a more horrible instrument of despotism than the lztres de
vcachét. The unhappy victim, unconscious of his crime,
and ignorant of his persecutors, scized at the silent hour of
mid-night, and spirited awayl';, from human society, is for-
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ever immured in the dark and loathsome dungeons of asub-
teirancan prison. This was a fate to which almost every
man in the kingdom was subject. But the lives of the low-
- er orders, were not secured even by the flimsy ceremony
. of lettres de cachet.” They were considered as of no grea-
- ter value than beasts of the field. In the time of Louis
XIV. the Count de Charolois sometimes amused himself
by shooting his peasants. The only reparation which was
offered by the tyrant king, who had before frequently par-
- doned the count, for his venial excesses, was, this royal
witticism— I again pardon you, but at the same time I
- promise the like favor, tohim who shall kill you.” Aslate
as the year 1789, an ecclesiastic named de Bauffremont, is
said to have becen still fonder of this lively sport; and so
common was it in a particular district, that it obtained the
name of /a chasse aux vilains.
The situation of France, with respect to the administra-
tion of justice, has been totally changed by the révolution.
- The civil and criminal code has been greatly reformed and
- ameliorated. In cases of meum and tuum the tribunals are
no longer venal. It is believed that they are much infe-
rior to those of England and America; but vastly superior
ta those of the old government. From what has appeared
upon the subject in the French papers, there is no reason
- to believe that the proceedings have beenunfair :% There is
" now but one man in France who has the power of commit-
ting murder with impunity ; and this is Bonaparte: and
in aoing this, under the plea of public necessity, he is ob-
liged to resort to the forms of law, which, although itis a
-bitter mockery to the persecuted individual, evinces that
- the emperor of the French, in the zenith of his power, is
compelled to pay that outward respect to the laws of the.
-country which his predecessors of the Bourbon race dis-
- dained. Itis a great point gained to the nation, to possess
a code of equitable laws, even if these laws are imperfect
and occasionally abused. - General regulations, in their na-
-ture, cannot descend to the detail of cruelty which the ca-
prices of individuals are wont to exercise. The murder of
the Duke d’Erghein, althoughno man is less disposed than
myself to pailiate suchatrocious conduct, ought no more to

* From Cobbett’s Register, June so.




p—

No. 4  THE RAINBOW. 35

‘be considered as a proof of the corrupt administration of

justice in France, than that of Jonathan Robbins should de-
cide upon the excellence of our criminal code. The illus-
trious victim makes the case more striking, as it respects
him, but the life of the brave tar was a sacrifice equally
gweat, in the eye of strict justice. Both cases only preve

at where governments interfere with the prescribed course
of national jurisprudence, courts are too apt to be compliant.
It is probable that where the government is not concerned,
the administration of justice is better in France than in any
other country, England and the United States excepted. It -
is true that we hear of imprisonments and executions by
the ministers of Bonaparte ; but never at the instance of in-
dividuals; we never hear of the avowed sale of blank war-
rants of perpetual imprisonment, under the name of leszres
de cacher. The Count de Charolois, and M. de Bauffre-
mont, who were so fond of hunting peasants, have vanish-
ed, with the execrable institutions which authorised such

horrors. It would seem therefore that in the administrati-

on of justiee, the revolution has produced important and
auspicious changes; immediately beneficial to the Irench
nation, -and remotely to mankind ; since every improve-
ment in the condition of a people, whose language and in-
fluence are so fashionable and extensive, may be consider-
ed as reaching every corner of the globe.

Fifthly, thesystem of finance.under the old and the new
government. Under the old government, three fourths of
the territory of France, independent of the feudal bondage,
under which the whole of it was held, belonged either to
the king, the nobility or the clergy. The royal domains,
as well as the estates of the nobility and clergy, were ex-
empt from taxes. The burden of these fell entirely upon
the peasantry who were least able to bear it. It follows,
therefore, that a// the taxes of the old government, were le-
vied upon one guarter of the property of the nation; which
property was parcelled out, in diminutive and scanty porti-
ons among twenty millions of meagre, squalid bondsmen ;
that the remaining three fourths, in the hands of the king,
the nobility and the clergy, contributed nothing to the re-
venue; while this very revenue, ¢ wrung from the hard
hands of peasants” by every species of indircction, was

‘squandered by those very privileged orders which had not

paid a sous towards it.

!
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Now the Emperor of the French has no domains; ne -
hereditary nobility, or dignitaries of the church, are pro.
prietors of the goil : for the royal domains, the estates of
the emigrant nobles, and most of the’ lands ofthe church,
were confiscated and sold during the revolution ; and this
sale is sanctioned, by the same instrument, which has made
Bonaparte emperor. Thereisnow, therefore, in France,
no part of the territory privileged from contributing its
portion of the revenue.—Taxes are levied in proportion to
the ability of those who have to pay them. And although
therg is undeniably a very shameful misapplication of the

.immense sums which France pays to Bonaparte; vet the
‘mode of levying the taxes, as well as the persons and pro-
perty upon whom they fall, is infinitely more equitable than
under the ancient regime. ‘This may be considered as one
-of the most material benefits which the French people have
derived from the revolution. The mild or oppressive mode
of collecting the revenues of a country, distinctly marks the
nature of the government. In Turkey, the taxes are levi-
ed with the scimetar and the musket. Under the old go-
vernment of France, they were farmed our; that is, the
wants of the court being ascertained, in order to come at
the amount by a2 more summary process, than was requi-
site by the tedious forms of collecting it from so many indi-
viduals, the farmers general kindly stept in between the
people and the king, and advanced the sum, to the latter ;
they were then invested with the power of indemnifying
themselves among the peasantry, by every species of op-
pression and imposition which avarice and cupidity canin-
vent. The ingenuity of man can scarcely devise a more
odious and cruel method of collecting revenues of a
country, than that practised in France, under the Bourbon -
race. It appears, therefore, that upon this very important
point, (the mode in which public contributions are levied
upon the people) the French have been relieved from irinu-
merable inequalitics and oppressions. -~ .

Sixthly, and lastly, the feudal system.—Ample, elegant
and correct histories of the feudal system, may be found in
Hume, Robertson and Gibbon; and a condensed account
of its introduction into England, its abuses, and its aboliti-
on, during the reign of Charles II. by Blackstone, is fami-
liar, ‘I presume, to every student of law. I shall not
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therefore attempt alenithened detail of the servitude inci.
dent to this strange polity, but shall content myself with a
brief abstract of its most prominent and debasing features,
The barbarous jargon, of aids, reliefs, primer seisins, warda
sh"ﬁ:s, marriages, fines and escheats, incident to this system,
will be, perhaps unintelligible to many of my readers.
complete explanation of the degrading services and cruel
exactions meant by these terms, would surpass the limits
of this essay, already I fear extended to too great a length,
But an adequate idea may be formed, of the consequences
resulting from the feudal privileges, even among the gentry
and lower nobility, by’ recurring to Blackstone ; the most
abridged, and at the same time, the most forcible descrip-
tion of that tyranny that I have ever met with. He oh.
serves—** the families of all our nobility and geutry, groan.
ed under the intolerable burdens, which, (in consequence
of the fiction adopted after the conquest) were introduced
and laid upon them bl);ethe subtlety and finesse of the Nor-
man Lawyers. For besides the escutages for which they
were liable in defectof personal attendance, which, however,
were assessed by themselves in parliament, they might be
called upon by the king or lord paramount for aids, whene.
ver his eldest son was to be knighted, or his eldest daugh.
ter mairied : not to forget the ransom of his own person.
The peer, on the death of his ancestor, if of full age, was
plundered of the first emoluments arising from his inhe.
ritance, by way of relief and primer seisin ; and, if under
age, of the whole of his estate during infancy. And then,
as Sir Thomas Smith very feelingly complains, “ when he
- ““came to his own, after he was out of wardship, his woods
¢ decayed, houses fallen down, stock wasted and goue, lands
¢ Jet forth and ploughed to be barren,” to reduce him still
farther, he was yet to pay halfa year’s profit asa fine for suing -
out his /ivery ; and also the price and value of his marriage,
if he refused such wife as his lord and guardian had barter-
ed for, and imposed upon him ; or twice that value, if he
married another woman. Add to this, the uatimely and
- expensive . honor of knighthood, to make his poverty more
completely splendid. And when by these deductions, his
fortune was so shattered and ruined, that perhaps he was
obliged to sell his patrimony, he had not even that poor pri-
vilege allowed him, without paying an exorbitant fine fora

*
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license of alienation.”—This being the situation of the no-"
bility and gentry of England, where the feudal system was
mild, compared with its bloody ferocity, and stern rigour,
on the continent of Europe, to what misery and degradation
must the lower orders in society have been reduced! Ac-’
cordingly, weshall find that the sufferings of the nobility and
gentry were light indeed, compared to the brutal debasement
to which the unhappy peasantry were reduced. There ne-
ver has been imposed by the policy or barbarity of man, a
slavery so complicated and degrading as that which arose
out of the feudal system. The condition of our negroes is
infinitely sutierior to the villein, or bondsman of Europe.
They were the property of their lords, and either attached
to the soil of the barony, or the person of the baron; they
were transferrable in like manner as our slaves; if they ran
away, or were stolen, they were recoverable in the same
way ; they were incapable of acquiring property ; of giving
testimony against a freeman; were obliged to shave their
heads, as a mark of servitude; and although in England
ra;pe and murder were the only excesses to which the lord
of the manor could not carry his power, yet on the conti-
tinent a baron might violate the person of his female slave,
with impunity ; it was indeed one of their privileges, (and
this was also the case in Scotland) to have the first night’s
enjoyment whenever their bondswomen married.* - But al-
though the baron of England, had not the power of mur-
dering his vassals, it was otherwise in many parts of the
continent ; and particularly in France. In some districts,
they were used in. carriages, instead of cattle; were com-
pelied to pass whole nights in preventing the frogs from
disturbing the sleep of their lords; were obliged to feed
- and maintain his dogs; and, i certain cantons, after the

sports of the chase, the baron had the privilege of ripping o-
pen the bellies of his slaves, to bathe his feet in their reeking
bowels ! Such was the condition of the lower classes n
France, previous tothe revolution. Incapable of acquii-
. ing or possessing property ; deprived by the cruel destiny
of their birth, of the blessings of /iberzy ; the honor of their
females, and the /ives of all were equally exposed to the
brutality and cruelty of their Lords!

# «J cannot learn,” fays Blackstone,  that ever this custom prevailed in

England, though it certainly did in Scotland, (under the name of mercheth or
marcheta) till abolifhed by Malcolm IIL” +

. . .
!




No. 5. THE RAINBOW. 39

In conclusion, it will be sufficient to observe, that at one
‘mighty sweep, this-old and terrible fabric of servitude, mi-
_sery "and death, was effaced from the civil institutions of

France. Her territory is liberated from feudal bondage”
and her ¢ agriculture is unfettered by ecclesiasticalimposts.”
Every man in France is a free citizen ; all the property is
held in fee simple, as with us; bannalites, franc-fiefs, cor-
wees, grueries, and mgin mortes are abolished. Contribu-
“tions are levied in an equitable proportion ; the adminis-
_tration of justice is no longer venal; and, ‘ notwithstand-
_ing some of the wanton and capricious freaks which ever
follow in the train of absolute power, personal safety and
_private property are much more safe than before.”*
’ S—oo-.
. Richmond, September 7, 1804. i

* Stephens’s wars of the French Revolution.

NUMBER V.

. Onhe AMERICAN GENIUS.
' PARTL
——

'T'HERE isnota country on the face of the globe, to which
"nature has been more bountiful than to the United States.
The felicity of our situation and the diversified blessings
" we enjoy, have been the theme of panegyric, until it isno
longer possible to advance a new idea, orto modify an old
one, so asto give it an appearance of novelty. Without
‘entering on a minute repetition of those advantages of soil,
climate, productions, and remoteness from the Eastern con-
“tinent, whichseem to promise us an eternity of happiness; I
shall confine my present remarks to those moralcauses which
are intimately connected with the character of a nation.
Europeans have sometimes accused America of a pover-
ty of genius and weakness of intellect, which place her
much behind the ancient world; and even the enlightened
Buffon has adopted the idea that nature is more feeble in her
efforts, in the Western than in the Eastern hemisphere.
The charge itself is a proof that European sagecity is ‘still
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far from having attnined its perfection. It could only have
beeri dictated by an illiberal preference of the soil on which {
we have been accidentally cast, and a contempt for all ather
nations whose habits, manners, and improvements, are
‘pot similar tothose of ourown country. A philanthropist will
pause, before he consigns to oblivion the fairest portion of
-our planet; and a philosopher will forget that he has any
-other country than the Globe itsélf, while ke pierces with
ardent gaze the mysteries -of nature. If we cast our eyes
‘ever the map of America, we shall perceive that nature has
not merely consulted its convenience or happiness in -the
distribution of her favors ; she has done more; she has put
forth all her strength, and erected monuments to.her own
lory. She has worked on a scale of grandeur and magni-
cence, before which the boasted procﬁgesof Europe hide
Their diminished heads. Where will Europe shew hér
Andes which heave their snow-capt summits above the
clouds ? Where are her Amazon and La Paza, which would
be regarded as fabulous, -did not authentic histoxg attest
them ? Where will she exhibit lakes like those of Canada,
which connected with each other and with the ocean, bind )
all the Northern part of this great continent in one indisso-
~ luble commercial chain? ‘most enthusiastic admirers
of European excellence must shrink from this comparison ;
and so far myst acknowledge that nature is here at least as
bold in her sketches and as vigorous in her productions as
on the Eastern Continent. ' o :

“When these truths present themselves to our minds with
-irresistible force, are we to conclude that the hand which has
lavished such unequalled favors, has penuriously withheld

the more estimable endowments. of the mind and the heart?

Hasa paradise been given to degenerate souls who are insen-
sibleto its charms? Is not the mind of the American suffi-
ciently expanded to take in these vast objects in all their |
magmtude and sublimity? I will not insult my countrymen !
by addressing the question to zhem. 1 perceive a glow of
indignation on every cheek, and, while I write, I feel it
-difficult to suppress my own. But it willbe a more instruc-
tive task to examine the basis of these exalted pretensions;
to pay thejust tribute of deference and homage to European
superiority, if it should be established by investigation; er .
to render to the insulted American the honors which nature

R e A RS Ry e ey »h.wﬂﬂmﬂ
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has conferred upon him, but which human ignorance has
vainly endeavoured to obscure.

It has been a question of endless speculation among the
curious, at what time America was peopled, and whether her
inhabitants are her own offspring, or emigrants from the old
continent. If we are to suppose America coeval with the
world, and that she became peopled as soon as the other
parts of the earth, we may be asked with triumph, upon
what principle we are to account for her vast inferiority in
intellectual improvement 2 Why did the adventurous bands
of enlightened Europe, who first explored our shores, find
the native American, naked, ignorant and ferocious ? Upon
the supposition of cqual talents and equal advantages of soil
and climate, we may be told, that we have a right to ex-
pect an equar}progression in the arts and sciences In any gi-
ven time. ‘The same causes must always produce the same
effects. If the American genius had been equal to the Eu-
ropean, it ought in the same lapse of years to have explor-
ed as many sciences, invented as many arts, and humanized
and polished manners in an equal degree. »

- This reasoning is at first sight specious and imposing ;

but cannot withstand the test of rigid enquiry. I shall as- -

sume the hypothesis most disadvantageous to my position ;
that America is as old and has been as long peopled as Eu-
rope, Asia or Africa. I shall also make the comparison,
with the most enlightened part of the old world. hen I
select Europe for this purpose, it ought not however to be
forgotten, that the arts and sciences have not originated with
heér, but have sprung up in Asia; from thence bave been
transplanted to the southern parts of Europe, and by very
slow degrees have spread themselves into more Northern
climates. Itis also worthy of remark, that those countries
into which the sciences were first received, where they
were most patronized, and flourished with richest luxuri-
ance, are now the gloomy residence of want, ignorance
and despotism. '
\Whoever has observed the progress of the human mind,
must have perceived that its first struggles with ignorance
are always more painful and difficult, than its subsequent cf-
forts. The steps by which we ascend from discovery to
discovery, from scignce to-scénce, are short, gradual, natu-

m—-—‘u.ﬂ._.-_ RN W
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ral and easy. But to leap at once from absolute ignorance
cven to the humblest rudiment of knowledge, is indeed an.
Hérculean task, and more frequently results from lucky
accident, than any cffort of the mind.  This remark, which.
is here applied to the general progress of mankind in the ca-
reer of improvement, 1s exemplified and fully estahlished,
by their advances in every particular science. Until the.
beginning of the eighteenth century, the world had adopted .
the ideas of Aristotle on all metaphysical subjects, and it
would have been blasphemy to have doubted their ortho-
doxy. Locke explored the inlets of the understanding, and
explained some of its processes ; and what has' been the .
consequence ? Within the course of one century a galaxy-
of illustrious philosophers have arisen, who seem to have left
scarcely any thing to be discovered hereafter. Eor many
ages astronomers had vibrated from one absurdity to ano-
ther, which were all at length swallowed up in the vortices of
Dyscartes ; a greater absurdity than all the rest. Newton -
appearced ; recalled the mind from its dcvious eccentric |
track ; gave it a projectile impulse, and taught it to move
in the orbit of truth. The world has not since produced -a
Newton ; but a thousand humble followers have arisen, -
who have carried the scicnce of astronomy beyond the ut-
most limitd, which even his ztherial genius could reach.
These examples are sufficient to establish the position, that
the first step in the /progress of the human mind is the most .
difficilt, and that when this is attained, all the rest will natu-
rally follow. ' ' ‘

-1f these propositions are correct, it will follow that when
we compare two naticns with each other, we should first en-
guire whether their situations have been equally auspicious
to their gaining this frsz szep, and whether untoward cir-
cumstauces have occurred to retard their progress after-

‘wards. Ishall endecavour to shew, that-the superiority .
which Europe has enjoyed over savage America, results, in
fuct, from the fortuitous circumstances which attended her
first settlemaent, by which she was enabled both to make an
earfier advance in science, and to pursue her discoveries to
a greater extent. : '

Greece was inhabited by savage and barbarous tribes,
when the Pheenicians, a people of Asia, scat forth colonies
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who took up their abode . within her bosom. These colo-
nists carricd with them the arts of the mother country,
which were indeed very inconsiderable in themseives, but
highly important, as I have already shewn, as they related to
the future progress of their possessors. We know but lit--

_tle of Pheenicia, or whether she derived her knowledge from.

others or gave birth to it herself. But whatever was the
mode by which she acquired it, we may presume that it re-
sulted from nearly the same causes whicf? conspired to pre-
serve, enlarge "and ripen it, after it was transferred to the
Greeks. As this period is more within the compass of his-
tory, our conclusions from it will be more just and accurate,
than from any prior @ra. - S

These colonists, small in number ; surrounded by nu-
merous bands of hostile barbarians; and unable to occupy
an extensive territory, contracted themselves within the
walls of cities, together with a small margin of land around
them. As population encreased,. this land became insuffi-
cient for their support, and hence they were driven to the
invention of new arts ; hence they resorted to commerce as
a mode of procuring subsistence ; hence many turned their
enquiries into the walks of literature, and gave to Greece
her splendid pre-eminence over the nations of antiquity.

- Greece lost her liberties, bnt retained her science. The

barbarians who came to despoil her of her wealth, carried
off also a more precious treasure, of whose value they were
unconscious, the seeds. of learning and the sublime specu-
lations of ethicks, which required only time to germinate
and mature. The rifled flower faded and expired ; but its
sweets were hoarded up by the industrious plunderers, to

coine the sources of a more permanent delight. The hu-
man mind, which had flowed like a majestic river through
the favoured soil of Greece, and dispensed its blessings
around, now changed its channel, and by this melancho?y
alluvion, left its ancient bed a naked, dreary and sterile de-
sert. It happencd, fortunately for Europe, that all the
countries into which literature wasintroduced after the ruin
and subjugation of the Grecian states, were limited like
them in extent of territory, abounding in inhabitants, and
condensed within the dimensions of single cities.  'The ne-
cessary conscquence of populous commuriitics, is, that a di-
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vision of labour should take place, which infallibly leads to-
excellence in all the arts which embellish life, as well as in
those which minister to the wants of men. The Arcadian
scencs of rural life may be the residence of peace, simplici-
ty, innocence and happiness; but it is in the collision of
towns, that the human energies are called forth, and the hu-
man mind swells into gigantic stature. It is in towns that
the arts and sciences receive their birth; and there also
they are carried to perfection. Rome assumed the wreath
of the muses which had been plucked from the brow of
Greece; and she in ‘her turn resigned it to the Northern

barbariuns who have founded the present political societies

of Europe. From this rapid review of the progress of learn-
ing, it appears, that Europe was peculiarly happy, first, ‘in
having received the germs of literature from another coun--
‘try ; and secondly, in having them deposited in eities,
which like hot-beds quickened their growth. - '

The situation of America was the reverse of allthis. A -

country of unbounded extent; possessing spontaneously
every species of wholesome aliment ; its forests filled with
those animals which invite man to the chace; these appa.
rent advantages of nature are the real causes of the retar-
dation of the human intellect in America. None of those
causes existed which could compel the American to take

the first steps towards improvement ; and men are on- -

ly to be driven from ignorance by the strong arm of ne-
cessity.

Amcrica it is true was occupied, like ancient Greece, by
inhospitable and ferocious tribes. But this circumstance
could only induce them to remove farther from each other,
which an unbounded continent enabled them to perform,
withcut limitation. Nor should it be forgotten that uni-
form experience tells us, that there is a certain fascination
in the wild and unrestrained state of nature, which would
forcver deter men from the yoke of civilization, did not nc-
cessity entame thein.

Z.
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NUMBER VI

. ) smmevey !
ON THE BUILDING OF TOWNS.

MR. Valney, in his  View of the soil and Climate of the
United States,’* has indulged the sarcasm so peculiar to him,
in making strictures on the diez of the people of America.
In the present aumber I must be permitted to relate the ob-
servations of a foreigner of another country, on a subject not
less important to the health and comfort of our citizens,
. than the composition of our ‘¢ gravies.” He, however,
cannot be charged with ¢ requiting hospitality by publishing
¢alumnies.” Tt is true, the remarks were his, but they
were colloquial; the blame, then, of making them public,
attaches exclusively to me, and I know but little of the tem. -
per of my countrymen, 1f they are not always as willing to
reccive useful and improving hints, as they are unwilling ta
bear with impunity disgusting and unqualified censures.

On an dppressively hot day, in the course of the present
summer, chance threw me into the company of an English.
man, who had lately arrived in this country. The conver-
sation naturally turned towards the weather, and 1 was for-
cibly struck with the observations of the stranger. ‘

““ When I embarked for this country (said he) I figured
to myself the happiness of your citizens, so completely e-
mar\c‘ipated from the despotic Jzws of Europe. I did not
antidipate that, when that great end was accomplished, the
people of an independent country would remain subject to
the still more despotic cuszoms of their mother country. 1
- did suppose that the freedom and independence of fashions

and manners would soon follow the freedom and indepen-
dence of your political station; for it ap to me as na-
tural that a yauth of eighteen should clothe himself in the
habiliments, andassume the prop of his grand-father of four-
score, as that a young continental nation should imitate the
Jashions ol an old and insular country.

‘ How strange ! that notwithstanding your great freedom
of er}quiry, .ana nctw ithstanding the annual recurrence of a
pestilential disease in your larger towns, (which always oc-
curs in the hottcst weather teo) you have not bestowed more

—— e e (st
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attention onthe subject of constructing rown-Aouses, insuch
a manner as to render them as cool and healthy as passible.
And still more strange! that the subject of planming your
towns with the view of attaining. the same end, has occupied
no part of your reflections on public improvements. It is
admitted by all that the diseases of Aoz weather are more nu-
merous and more fatal in your Atlantictowns, than those of
cold : does it not follow then, that the structure of your
houscs, and the plans of your towns, should be as well a-
dapted to exclude the heats of summer, as 4 due reference
to the cold of winter willallow? To effect this, is it not es-
sential to keep the scorching rays of the sun a: as great a
distance as possible, by trecs, porticoes or thick walls, and
to admit the heated air as sparingly as possible through
small apertures? It has often been remarked, that ““ in the
religious and castellated forms of Gothic architecture,” the
apartmentsare infinitely cooler than in the modern fashionable
edifices. In them the walls gre exceedingly thick, and the
windows too small to admit a sufficiency of light for ordina-
ry purposes. That stile of building has been abandoned in
England, because their climate being an insular and humid
one, the sunbeams are ever hailed as a welcome guest; but
in the southern parts of Europe, where the sun’s influ-
ence, as in your’s, is powerfully oppressve, castles are the
abodes ipfinitely preferred. In Spain, where thzy have. not
the advantage of the ¢ castellated form,” they have a very
simple mode of kecping their apartments cool, by opening

‘the windows at night to admit the cool air, and closing the

shutters in the morning to exclude the hot air.. Lven this
precaution, however is not taken in America.  Your apart-
ments, with four or six large windows, often without shutters,
exhibit a very good model of a receptacle for exotics of the
vegetable kingdom, but are surely not very well calculated to
promote the pleasurable sensations of a human being. * No
one can enjoy more than I do, the  life-infusing air”” of
morning ; but it would be almost as rational to invite a
stream of the Syroc of Italy or the Symoon of the African.
desert, as a current of your * tainted air” passing over
a pavement heated even to inflammation by the npon-day -
sun.” : ‘

Our Englishman conceiving that his argument wasso far
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established (for it was difficult to controvert his facts) pur-
sued the course of moral reasoners, who extend their prin--
ciples from man to those collections of men denominated
nations, in extending his arguments from one house to
those collections of houses denominated zowns. -

¢ If it be admitted (continued he) that cold be a nega-.
tive quality, or nothing more than the absence of heat, I
presume that the greater portion of shade, or in other words,
the smaller the portion of solar rays falling on your streets,
the cooler will be your towns. This, I take for granted,
is precisely upon the same principle that the night is cooler
than the day; a fact which, I believe, stands undisputed. -
Witheut reflecting, however, on the difference of climate,
you as servilely imutate the English in the plan of your towns, -
as in the padding of your coats or the stuffing of your cravats.
There, wide streets and low houses are proper, because in -
a moist and northern climate it is essential to admit the sun-
beams as copiously as possible.—Here, narrow strects and
high houses are proper, because in a dry and southern cli-
mate it is essential to exclude the sun-beams as completely .
as possible. In order to effect this, two different modes
may be recommended: the one perhaps more .convenient,
the other certainly more beautitul. The first consisting
chiefly of alleys, the second of piazzas or collonades.

¢ In the first mode, there might be two descriptions of -
streets: the one for carriages of all kinds, the other exclu-
sively for pedestrians.  The streets for carriages might be -
sullicicntly wide for three to pass, and weuld require no
foot pavements; and along these might be ranged all the
wholesale stores and warchouses. The other streets would
only be narrow alleys smoothly paved, into which the dwel- -
ling houses and retail stores might open.  Upon this plan .
theve would be an immense saving in the expense of puve-
ment, and these passages would be much iore agrecable
than wide strects, owing to the constant slude of the hou-
ses on cach side, and the current of coo/~7aiv that must rush
through them in the summer scason.  In Fdinburgh there
are many of these alleys opening into wide stieets, and a3
the aic becomes heated and rarificd in the latter, its place is .
supplicd by a current through the frer, which passes, -
a warm day, with such velocity us to Lo comparcd to the o-
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peration of the blow-pipe. In China, I am informed, they

improve on the plan of narrow alleys, by spreading matts

over them, from the tops of the houses, during the heat of - |

the day. That this plan is more Aealthful too, we have the

testimony of the most eminent physicians of Paris, who as-’

sert that in the old part of that city, where thed?ouses are so

high and the streets so narrow as never to be dry, the inha-

bitants are more healthy in sumnzer, than those of the other

parts of the city, notwithstanding their poverty and filth,

which are powerfully exciting causes of disease. In add:- ;

tion to these advantages, it is certainly as easy and as cheap

to keep narrow streets clean as wide omes, and what-

ever filth may be carelessly left on them is surely much less

liable to putrefaction from the absence of the sun’s rays.

It will be remembered that streets are only intended as pass-. |

ways from one place to another, and are only used as places (

of rendezvous for business or pleasure, where there arc no

porticoes or public squares. Public gardens or squares

should never be dispensed with in any town, for when laid

out with taste they not only embellish the appearance of the

town itself, but also, by inviting to exercise comipanies of

both sexes, unquestionably contribute greatly to the hecalth

and sociability of the inhabitants.

¢ Here suffer me to express my astonishment (observed -

the stranger) at the apathy whivcg pervades the citizens of

Richmond in their neglect of the Capitol square.  Although

-there are several wealthy gentlemen residing on the conlines

of this square, whose dwellings would be highly ornamented

by its improvement; although the citizens below the hill

have not a spot to which they can send their children to ‘

take the air; although there is no such place as a Promencde, ‘

to which persons of both sexes canresort for society and for ‘

exercise ; although the town would bc so much cmbel- ‘

lished by surrounding the Capitol with trees—not onc J
- effort is made towards effecting this desirable objeet. It is ;

difficult to calculate the advantagesto socicty by suchz place

of resort. You must permit me to say thit you do not oc-

cupy at present the most elevated rank on the scale of refined

society. 'The sexes are sever’d. The men fiequent the

Capitol, the Post Office, the Taverts, and the Barbacues.

T'he wemer remain at home, - or visit eac/ other in.neigh- /

. s M“BM
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. bourhoods; as if your town were hid out in little cantons,
A public garden would often bring together and make ac-
quainted: persons of both sexes, who now scarcely exchange
# word with eachother. The pleasures of social mtercourse
tight thus be daily enjoyed without the trouble or parade
of forthal visits. o ’
¢« If, however, (continued the communicative English-
than) the prejudices of your country so far prevail as to re-
ject the plan-of narrow streets, I would recommend a se-
eond mode, which although not in my opinion so well a-
dapted to-a warm climate, has many advantages over your
present mode, and woiild certainly be infinitely more beau-
tiful. I mean that of Piazzas, or Collonades. In all your
towns which have come under my observation, the side.
ways or foet-pavements are abeut fifteen feet wide, by which
the streets are rendered thirty feet wider than they would
otherwise be. If then, the houses were projected these fif-
teen feet on each side over the street and supported by arches
as at the Piazza of our Covent-Garden, or on columns as
in the Rue' des Columnes at Paris, you would of course
have your streets thirty feet narrower and the same space
Within the Pfazza which you now have for side-walks. , This
plan has the double advantage of inicreasing the shade of the
streets by approximating the houses, and of protecting the
persons engaged in business from the oppression of the mid-
day summer’s sun, and the ihclemency of the wlinter’s
storm,””: ' ' .

NUMBER VIL

- ON THE ILLUSIONS OF FANCY.
D 8 o se

NO single faculty of the mind affords materials for such
various and curious disquisition as the fancy, or imaginati-
on. The metaphysician views it as the mimic of the senses,
whose functions it sometimes so aptly performs, as to im-
pose on the mind fiction for truth. In thus substituting

pictures or images of its own creation, for those of ma-
ture, he perceives that it only separates or combines those
ideas which were imparted ';-{ the senses and reposited in



50 THE RAINBOW. No. 7.

the memory: ‘That it can generate no simple idea, but is
merely the intellectual artificer who makes a fabrick of the
materials with which it is furnished by the senses. In the
course of his enquiry into the principles of its operation, he
is astonished to find that even this power of separating or
combining has its limits ; and that, with all the seeming ir.
regular and discursive movements of the fancy, there are
but two or three natural relations, which as pons volans en,
able it to pass-from one region of thought to another; and
that the mind can never shift itself from idea to idea, unless
there is proximity of time or place, resemblance, or contrast
betweenthem. Thus this lively faculty, whose anomalies
seemed at first view todefy the powers of human investiga-
tion, is found to act upon principles at once regular, simple;
andfew. Different persons possess in different degrees the
power of perceiving what is contiguous in time or place, and
what is like or unlike; according to which degrees they are
said ¢ to have an active, or a du%, imagination,’’ and some-
times, ¢ to possess, or to want, fancy.” .
Since eloquence and poctry owe their highest ornaments
13 the imagination, it naturally becomes one of the principal
topics of literary criticism. As it is the object of the orator
to persuade, and of the poet to please, the critic considers
the fancy merely as an instrument for these purposes, and
derives a set of rules from the laws of our nature, by which
heascertains the fitness of the means to the ends. l-é points
out where a loose should be given to the native impetuosi-
ty of the imagination, and where its unlicensed sallies should
be curbed : shews what passages possess. the awful gran-
dcur ofthe sublime, and what the attractive loveliness of
beauty, and distinguishes those pictures of fancy whichare
dissonant to nature from those which are hit off in. the spirit
of her finest models. Ina word, guided at one and the
same time by the most liberal feelings of the heart, and the
nicest dictates of reason, he praises or blames the works of
imagination according to the judgment of zaste. :
-Nor is this busy faculty unworthy the consideration of’
the moralist.  Our desires and aversions either derive new.

- vigor from the imagination or owe their existence to it al-

together. It is sometimes their parent and always their
nurse. By its extensive influence over our pleasures and
our pains 1t goes far towards regnlating our moral conduct;
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and according to the direction it may take, gives birth to
the sublimest heroism or the most unnatural depravity.

To shew the full extent of its influence on human happi-
ness would lead ime into too wide a field of moral and me-
taphysical speculation ; but as a branch of the subject, I pur-
pose to shew how much it tends to substitute falshood for
truth, by enumerating some of the most ordinary illusions
of fancy; ‘in which enumeration, the examples are either
the result of my own observations, or are believed to be in
strict analogy with the acknowledged principles of human
nature. ' . ’ B

Sometimes the suggestions of the imagination are mista-
ken for those of the memory.  This propensity is almost al-
ways to be perceived in children of very tender years.” They
prattle of visits they never made ; repeat conversations they
neverheard, and describe objects they neversaw ; all thistoo,
without the smallest consciousness of falshood. The same

' predominance of fancy over memory is occasionally seen in
grown persons who deal much in narrative. The foible of
these people never fails to incur the contempt of the world,
and is generally imputed to vanity ; but where it is united
to a character otherwise irreproachable, as I have sometimes
seen it, it is fair to presume that it proceeds from an imbe-
cility of the mind rather than obliquity of the heart. Every
man who watches the operations of his intellect, must have
discovered that he occasionally had formed a zéw associati-
on of ideas at the very time he thinks he is merely retracing
an association previously formed. '

‘Women have always been observed to have livelier ima.
ginations than men. A natural consequence of this supe-
rior facility of associating ideas, is, they are less accurate
in reciting matters of fact. Not only the merits of a fayor-
ite, the splendor of an exhibition, or the horrors of a cala-
mity, are exaggerated by the force of their imaginations,
but what consists in mere number and quantity is apt to be
encreased or-diminished by the same cause. One lady, boast-
ing of the beaux who have led her caughter out to dance,
will convert twelve into twenty ; while an envious neigh-
bour by an -opposite deception, will diminish the number
to five or six : and yet both of these ladies may be innocent
of voluntary falsehood. The fact is that each listened to

’
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}ha;mggesﬁondfmcyﬁﬁch was most agreeable to -her
eelings.

Y once knew two ladies dispute, and at length bet, on
the height of their respective gallants, whe were very well
known to both. The gentlemen turned out to be of equal
height, but each lady had been confidentthat her own favo-
Tite was at least two inches taller than the other.

Very ardent lovers have observed that when they first
met after a long separation, they feel disappointed in each
other’s appearance. It is because the picture of the beloved
object was not in the mind merely as memory had drawa
it—-i?ginatjon had superadded the colors of her own bright
pencil. T
- Sometimes we see the imagination so lively, so complete-
ly master of the mind, that it prevails over the plain axll)d di.
rect communications of the senses.

On occasion of a riot, Gov. C—— of New-York, put
himself at the head of a chosen party to quell the tumult,
The sword he carried was by some accident broken off
near the hilt, 'With this fragment in his hand he pushed
on, and endeavoured to force his way through the crowd.
One man feeling the pressure of the mutilated weapon, look-_
ed back, and fixing his eyes on the spot, exclaimed “a
dead man,” and fell senseless on the ground, under a tem.
- porary conviction that he was run through the body.

Major H, whose life was spent in mischievous waggery,

having given a strollin‘g fiddler some liquor, %ressed him to
repeat his-draught with great earnestness. By winks and
nods to the bystanders, suspicions were artfully excited in
the poor fiddler—at iengthihe wasltold with a face of gravity
and condolence that he had taken an emetic which would be
good for his health, “Warm water was accordingly prepa-
red, and the credulous son of Orpheus was made to ve.
mit as freely by the energy of his own imagination as he
could have been by the most powerful drugs of phar-
maey. : R
- A clergyman and his daughter were once viewing the
fice of the full meon. The gyoung woman was clea§ she
saw in it the figure of a young man ; but the father rebuking
the daughter for not seeing a church, says, * why child,
don’t you see the steeple®? - - o

To ordinary palates good wine at the table of a poor man
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. sale of the nostrums of empirics, and Vouches with such

grateful zeal for the cures they have wrought.

Jugglers and ventriloquists owe their success chiefly to
the deluded imaginations of their beholders.

Hypochondria, delirium, and madness, though remotely
caused by corporeal disease, are the immediate effects of an
imagination stimulated to preternatural vigour.

The false promises of hope are nothing but the judg-
ment led astray by the imagination.— Ambition derives its
strength from onc species of mental illusion, and avarice
from another. IJcalousy, envy, revenge, make the imagi-
ration convert beauty into deformity and virtue into vice,
while love, pity, and admiration, cause an opposite meta-
niorphosis. When party spirit runs high, the same essay,
the same speech is theught tohave or to want merit, accord-
ing to the sentiments they express. This prejudice, 2s itis
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covered with perpetual verdure. The forests were. filled-
with lofty and majestic trees, whose shade invited to medi-.
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. tation or repose ; while on their wide-spread branches the

feathered choir displayed the beauties of their plumage, and
warbled throughout the day, either songs of joy, or solicita-
tions to lave. The fields and meadows were- embellished
by countless flowers, diffusing fragrance through the air;
and produced, though not spontaneously, yet in abundance,
those nourishine fruits. which imparted beauty to women,
and health and man. This was indeed the gol-
den age: and | beings contemplating the felicity
which was enjoyed below, deigned sometimes to assume a
human shape, and for a time, to make their abode on
earth, among the wise and haippy mortals who then possess-
ed it. But after the lapse of many: centuries, man became
tired of the pleasures which he had so long been permitted
to enjoy. .'P he Dzmon of selfishness, escaping from the -
: ‘:3: of Tartarus, to which ages before, by a council of the
g\ ds, he had been condemned, found his way to the habita-
tions of men, and soon seduced the greater part of the hu.
man race from the allegiance which they owed to their celes.-
tial benefactors. The enemies of the invader were firm, and
for a long time maintained an unequal conflict ; but they
were finally overpowered by numbers, and almost entirely
destroyed. From that time the Gods renounced all inter-
course with men, and left the earth and its inhabitants, a
prey to those physical and moral evils which have'since ne-
ver ceased to afflict them. :

Among those who had exerted themselves to oppose
this humiliating revolution, 77ut/ and Lloguence had borne
the most conspicuous part.

Truth and Eloguence, it has been sometimes said, were
of celestial origin.  But this opinion is not correct. ~ Trus/s
was the legitimate daughter of Labor and Wisdom, the
most venerable among the inhabitants of the antedeluvian
world. Amidst the confusicn and crimes, which induced
the Gods to abandon the earth, Labor had been seized by
the partizans of Selfishness, beaten with many strjpes, load-
ed with chains, and compelled to toil for the benefit of others.
Wisdom did not experience equal cruelty, but she was ba-
nished by & decree of the usurpers. - The place of her re-
treat has never yet been discovered. It is said that her foot-
steps have been sometimes traced in Europe, and that they
have been distinctly perceived in America;. but it seems
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‘most probablé, that Minerva, who respected her virtues and
pitied her sufferings, soon procured her a seat in. Heaven,
and thus placed her beyond the reach of men, who, inevery
age, and in every eountry, have proved by their conduoct,
their entire contempt for her character and counsels;
_ Truth had been the favorite of Minerva. Many of her
fant years she liad spent under the immediate guardian-
ship of the Goddess, and by her she was irrevocably con-
firmed, in those priaciples which she had been taught by
her vencrable parents. O a first acquaintanice, her coun.
tenance sc¢med gloomy, and her m;nl;:ers austere. Her
conversation was generally serious and her langwage plain.
‘The votaries of pl%:snum, awed by her looks, aironde!cﬁ;er
sotiety; the adveeates of vice trembled in her presence }
but to those who knew her well, she appeared invariably
graceful and benevolent ; and even her warst enemies, after
a few inteviews, have sometimes acknowledged the injuss
tice of their first impressions, and devoted their lives to het
- service, with unalterable fidelity and zeal. ) .
- The birth of Eloguence was not so respectable. She was
the child of Enthusiasm, and on lier mother?s side, was near-
by related to seme of the first families of tlie ancient world—
to ‘Faste, Fancy, Sensibility, Genius, Benevolence, and
Virtue. But who her father was, is yetunknown. Some
have thought, that she displayed a strong resemblance to
Ambition; others have been equally confident that she bore
the features of Avarice. But however divided men might
be as to her birth, they were unanimous in their approba.
tion of herself. The expression of her eye, vatying with
every thought; the melody of her veice, whether in per-
suasion or command : the grace and dignity of her gestures ;
her prompt wit; her extensive knowledge, made her the
object of universal admiration. But herfortune when young:
was not so auspicious as that of Truzk. Her mother, tho*
sionately fond of her, sometimes left her. Carried away
by her own contemplations, she forgot for-a time her dar-
ling child. It chanced that Mereury found her during the
absence of her mother, and struck with the readiness of her
_ infantine replies, ke carried her away. He retained her in
his hands for a considerable time, and did not return her to
her mother, until he and his friend Proteus had amused
themselves with teaching her some of the arts by which they
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had been'accustomed to impose upon mankind. The im-
pression upon the mind of the infant, produced by this dis:
astrous event, was nof, hwever, immediately perceived.

- At the commencement of the conflict, which we have
mentioned, 7rutk and Eloguence were in full maturity. In
the age of .innocence they had béen inseparable companions.
Elogquence'had imbibed from her mother, the most ardent

‘affection for. Truth, and notwithstanding her own . aspiring

teinper, had, for a long time, voluntarily acted as her at-
tendant and handmaid. Beloved by the Gods, and for a
long time respected by men, they had exerted their united
influence .and powers, to avert from mankind the evils with
which the} foresaw their enem; ‘herously, to
overwhelm them. Even now, g the multi-.
tudes who had-deserted, they manot agspair; and inthe
presence, and with the approbation of the Gods, who had
assembled before their final departure from the earth, they
bound themselves to live in perpetual amity, and in the pro-
secution of their labours for the good of mankind, never to
suffer gny difficulties or dangers to separate them. - Truz/,
tho’ apparently austere in her deportment, and confident
in her individual strength, did not disdain the alliance.
Tho’ not convinced of its necessity, she knew it might be
useful, and without ceremony or hesitation offéred her hand
to Eloguence as apledge of her sincerity. . Eloguence seized

‘with promptitude the proffered- hand of Trut/, pressed it to

her bosom with inimitable grace, and in a voice sweet as the
sound of the harp touched by the hand of Apollo, congra-
tulated herself.-on the solemn ratification of* a compact,
avhich alone could justify a hope that she could be usetul to
the world. The celestial audience, impressed with rever-
ence for the exalted character of Truzh, and delighted by

the charms of Eloguence, gave them their benediction, and
departed for cver. : §

Such were Trutk and Eloguence, when they formed their
compeact.. Truth reflected that this alliance would facilitate
ler progress, and that the aid of Eloguence vouid more ef-

fectually dispose mankind, toreceive from herthose saluta-

5y couusels, on which the welfare of the whole race depend-

ed. Onthe other haad, Lloguence knew that vicious as the
world had become, heradmonitions, unless enforced by her

I
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ally, tho’ they might be heard with pleasure, could notlong
be regarded with reverence. ' -

The treaty being thus formed, the confederates began
their career together, with entire good faith. They ad-
dressed all they saw, and endeavoured to reclaim those, who-
had patience to hear them, from the brutality-of ignorance;
and the misery of vice. Truth adhering firmly to her ex.
alted principles, pursued an undeviating course. Without
régard to wealth oc power, in the gilded palace, and the
straw-built shed, to the tyrant and the slave, her manners
and her language were the same. Pride was always offend-
cd by her sincerity. Power always felt uncontroulable ter-.
ror at her approach. They therefore combined against her,
insulted her in gross and barbarous terms, and often offer- -
ed violente to her person. Upon occasions like these -£/o-
guence, stepped forth torescue her friend from danger. She
often succceded in appeasing the wrath of those who had
been cmployed to prosecute her, and sometimes convinced
them that she was worthy of their friendship and admiration.

In process of time, Eloguence began to perceive that she
herself was acting only a secondary part.” Truth was al-
ways treated by their mutual friends, with the most pro-
found respect: while that which was paid to herself, seemed
‘daily to be diminished—and what was still more mortifying,
to be diminished exactly in proportion as their acquuintance
with Trurh increased. She never failed at first to receive
‘the tribute of their fervent admiration; but in time this ad-
‘miration subsided, and in some instances totally disappear-
-ed. In fact she discovered that she was still regarded
“merely as the bandmaid of Zruz4, and that upon many oc-
-casions her presence was deemed not only unnccessary, but
inconvenient: that she served no other purpose but to call
‘the attention of mankind to the merits of her friend; of
which, when her hearers were convinced, they gradually
lost their respect for herself, by whom they were introduced.
"In the excess of her mortification, she one day made a pa-
-thetic compiaiut on this subject, in the hearing of Truzh.
With the candour with which she always spoke, Trut/4 told
ker, it was in vain forepine, as her unaided talents, brilliant
“as they were, however they might amuse the idle, could ne-

“ver permanently secure for her the respect or friendship of
the wise.  Eloguence mortally offonded at this reply. declar-
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ed the freaty: void, and: separated herself immediately from
her friend.  Truth, unmoved at this event, pursued steadi-
ly the same course which she had before marked out; but
finding herself sometimes impeded in her progress for want
-of her former associate, endeavoured to re-collect and to
adopt some of the graces by which sA¢ had been distinguish-
ed. She learned, therefore, in process of time, to lay aside
the awkward and negligent phraseology, which she was ac-.
customed to use, and to express her sentiments, not only
with the animation and firmness which she had before dis-
played, but in language which, tho’ plain, was always cor-
rect, selected with care, and elegantly arranged. From the
first momert of separation, Trut4 has never sought the so-
ciety of Eloguence. It is truz.that she does not avoid her,
but she never goes out of her way to seek her. The aid of
Eloguence on any momentous occurrence, is accepted if cf-
. fered, but it is never solicited. Truth is always content to
* rely upon herseif. She is nght. Her credit is daily rising,
and she is now known to multitudes, by the simplicity of
her manners, the plainness, perspicuity and brevity of her
discourse, the unshaken firmness of her mind, and her uncon.
erable attachment to every principle tending to promote
3:3 liberty and happiness of mankind. -
Eloguence, after she had leisure for reflection, soon per-
~ ceived that this separation if generaliy known, would great-
ly impair if not destroy her influence. She took therefore
the utmost care to conceal it. Even when she was animat-
ed by the most deadly hate, she failed not: to profess the ut-
most veneration for her ancient ally, and often, availing her-
self of what she had learned in her infancy, assumed her ap-
pearance, as well as her name. In this character, and in
this way, she has invariably imposed on ignorance and cre-
dulity, .and scrupled not to advocate the most pernicious
doctrines. She has not only defended errors, but crimes.
Influenced by ambition, or by avarice, she has become oc-
~ casionally the advocate of murder, of tyranny, of persecuti-
on, war and desolation : of every act, which injures indivi.
duals, or lays waste a world. To gratify her intemperate
love of fame, and fondness for wealth, she will take any side,
of any question, and if her talents are admired, is content
~ that her principles shall be condemned. Such is her aban.
doned effiontery, that she has been known to denounce
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Truth Werself, as an impostor, and to claim in her mme the -
homage and admiration of the world. - S o
“'But this shameful prostitution of her splendid talents, is:

' not without some interruption. Sometimes influenced by
her mother’s spirit, she devotes herself to the service of
Truth, with the zeal and intrepidity of her aucient friend.:
ship. Then it is that she assumes a new form. 'Her voice ~
seems more than human. Her eye scems to flash with the
fire of heaven, and delivering only the precepts of Trurh,
she is heard with ten thousand emotions, which she alone is
able to describe. o ‘ ‘ : Lo

8o profligate, however, has her conduct generally been,.
that she has excited the indignation of mankind; and unless
she will be content to be again the handmaid of Truz4, itis
said, that a petition will be speedily presented to the Gods,: . -
praying that she may be forever banished from the earth. -

AR (,',)"_.,t

s NUMBER IX. =~
. . PR ° ¢ ¢ .’. N ¢ : ‘
On the CONDITION of WOMEN. - .

T is certain that the female sex are held in high estimati-
on in Virginia, as well as in other civilized nations of the
world; and it is true that'the spirit of the Ameriean revolu--
on has in some degree destroyed that unjust' inequality,
which the laws of l*%:gland have created between the sexes.
. The superiority which was insolently assumed by the male

sex, has almost entirely vanished before the light of reason,

while the legislature of our state, by the single act of anni-
hilating the right of the eldest son to inherit all the proper-
‘ty ofhis father, ‘and of dividing it equally amongst all his
children, has blasted the germ of family pride, and solemn-
ly recognized the principle, that the male and female sex
are equal. - But although we have done something in favour
ofthe’sex, 'yet an impartial observer of our manners and
~ laws, “will perhaps find as much to blame as to commend,
So far from being able to boast that our women are the fa-
* wourites of the laws, we must be compelled to acknowledge
that a very unjust partiality is cxhibited by them in favour
of the men, and that our manners are not . better calculated

o ;fw.u‘-_ 2 PY, B - .‘Nm
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to exalt the fair to that point ¢n the scale of society, to which
they are destined torise. o 4 -
Let it not be supposed that I am an advocate for the unli-
mited extension of political rights to women, or that I wish
to encumber them with improper duties. . I am aware that
nature has established a broad. distinction between the sex-
‘es ; thatthere are certain spheres of action in which females
can never move, and boundaries which they can never with
propriety overleap. Nature hasnot endowed them with the
strength of the warrior’s arm, and although in the history
- of past times, therc are some few instances of heroines, who
have-conducted armies to victory, yet these are to be con-
sidered as metcors, whose appearance defies the efforts of
calculation. - Circumstances also of an obvious kind, must
necessarily exclude them from a ‘participation in the cares
and duties of politicalassemblies. And although many co-
‘gent reasons may with great propricty be urged in favour of .
an extension of the elective franchise to the female sex, yet I
‘do not mean at this time to advocate such a revolution in
‘our political systems. All that I at prcsent contend for is,
that the women ought to have the same civil rights as the
men, and that the legislature ought to extend the same op-
portunities of intellectual improvement to the one sex as te
the other.- : : )
One would suppose, from the total silence of the laws of
Virginia on the subject of female education, that our gene.
al assembly had either adopted the Mahometan notion, that
‘women have no souls, orthe still more romantic opinion,
that nature had inspired them with such an over-portion of
genius that the labour of the teacher is to them a matter of
supererogation. It is unfortunately too true, that a great
deal of supineness is discoverable throughout the state on
the subject of public schools, even for the male sex. Ma.
ny of our young men are sent to distant universities toac-
quire the elements of science, and all of those who are des.
tined to become members of the medical profession, will in
vain search for a medical school in . any part of Virginia.
But we hLave not been totally regardless of the cducation of
our young men. We have a few colleges, one of which
will not yteld to her northern sisters in the acquirements of
her professors, or in the number of men of talents who have
issued from ker walls.  Gur siatute book also shounds with
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hws cstablish‘mg:cadenﬁes, at which the dead and living
languages may be acquired by youmg men; but there is
not to be found a single public seminary, and hardly a pri-
vate one, in which the female mind is furnished with an op-
portunity of increasin% its stores of knowledge, .

I cannot suppose that this apathy of the Virginians to.
wards female education, can proceed from an opinion of
their inferiority. The history of Europe, and each man’s
personal observation must ‘convince him, - that such an o
g\inim is not founded on truth. We often sce in the same

mily, the girl equally quick in apprehension with the boy ;
her memory as retentive, and her imagination perhaps moré¢
alive’ to the beauties of nature. In early life, there is
scarcely any difference between them, and in those families
in which education is not an object of attention, the equali-
ty continues through life;  but in a family of a different des-
eription, the pride and partiality of the father soon begin te
display themselves in the different conduct observed towards
his son and daughter. The son must be prepared for one
of the learned tErofessions, and already the pg\antom of glory
begins to fire the imagination of the fond father. He alrea- .
dy anticipates the period, .when his son shall be hailed as
the defender of freedom in the senate, or when the listening

croud shall be delighted with his eloquence in the forum. -

He accordingly spares no expence to strengthen, improve,

and polish the mind of his son, who, from the age of seven
to twenty-two, is constantly employed in drawing knowledge

from the fountain of ancient literature, or modern science.

In the mean time the mind of kis daughter is almpst entirely

neglected; it becomes a barren waste, in which if a flower

should now and then spring up, it withers and perishes for-
want of the care and skill of an assiduous cuitivator. For
her no teacher holds up the map of scicnce; to her view

knowledge does “ ne’er unroll her ample page.”  The la-

mentation of Gray is perhaps more applicable to the Virgi-

nia women, than to the inhabitants of ait English hamlet :

¢ Full many a flower is born to bluth unfeen,
¢ And wafte its fwectnefs on the defert air!”

It is Education, not Nature which creates the dierence
between the sexes. It is perhaps not necessary to dwel} on
 the propricty and importance of improving the fegnale mind.

P SR C ek - .- - ea
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Although they cannot be:warriors, legislators, judges, -or
executive officers, there is no situation in life in which an im.

proved understanding is not an useful and delightful com-
panion. Improve the minds of your daughters, and they
will make their sons heroes and patriots. They will awak-
en‘the curiosity of their infant minds, and ingpire them with
the love of wisdom and of virtue. And who can doubt
that the socicty of the fair would be infinitely more inter-
esting if an equal degree of that labour which is employed
to adorn their persons, were applied to the cultivation of
their intellectual powers?  Although I cannot ‘entirely a-
gree with Akenside, that : ,

"« Mind alones———oOC
‘The facred fountain in itfelf contains
‘Of beauteous and fublime ;" e~

Yet it is certain that the irtelligence which beams from the
eye, throws a lustre on the countenance of beauty itself.
Perhaps the low state of science in Virginia, and the almost
exclusive attention which has been devoted to politics and
law, will afford us a satisfactory reason why the minds of

. my fair country-women have not aspired to literary excel-
dence. In France and Great Britain the women shine
bright stars in the galaxy of literature and science. The
annals of the Irench revolution, and the writings of Mrs.
Wolstonecraft, of Eliza Hamilton, of Miss Seward, and o-
thers in England, at once refute the dogma of the inferiori-
ty of the female mind, and prove how high it is capalle
of soaring. - The legislature of our state will confer great
honor on themselves, by constantly turning their attentiop
to the education of both sexes.—From the view which I
have taken it appears cvident, that the cfloits which have
been made to educate our youth, have been exclusively fa-
vourable to the male sex, and that our habits are equally
partial. ' '

When we examine our regulations respecting property,
we shall probably find that the same partiality pervades a
great part of oursystem. The reciprocal rights of the hus-
‘band'and wile, acquired by marriage, will clearly prove my
position. The husband is entitled, as a tenant by the Cur-
tesy, to all the lands of his wife during his life, 1f the wife
has had a child at any time during the marriage; but if she



‘odious distinction, criginatin
‘ported by prejudice and selfishness.  The favour shewn to

64 .. THE RAINEOW. No. 9.

‘Bias never had a child bornalive, heis deprived of any portis
on of herlands. On the other hand, when the husband
dies, the wife is entitled to one third.only of his land during
‘her life; but this right exists :whether she 'has children or
not. * Although I pretend notto be skilled in. the science of
-calculation, it is obvious that, in a couutry where carly: mar-
‘Tiages are fashionable, at least nineteen out of twenty of those
-who are married, are bléssed with children:  Virginia hus-
‘bands have- therefore nearly an equal chance to possess, du.
ring their lives, the whole of the lands of their wives, which

-the latter have of one third of. the lands of the  former.

Whatever may have been the original cause . of this disting-
tion, itis certain that it has long ago ceased, and I cannot
but think that if the case had bcen reversed, and the com-
mon law had been more favorable to the woman:than the.
men, our. legislature would have discovered that it was an

g in feudal barbarism, -and sup-
the male sex 15 still more obvious in the regulations respect-
ing personal property. Th¢ more a coungry increases in
commerce, the more does its personal property increase in

‘value, and hence the subject becomes daily of more impor-
tance in Virginia. By matriage, a husband acquires an
‘absolute right to dispose of the whole of his wife’s persorn-
‘al estate curing bis life, and by his will. may deprive her of
‘the whole of'it. If, however, she chooses, within a year,
"to claim a legal share of it, she is entitled to one third ; and

the same provision is made for her in case of the intestacy
of her husband. 'When she has no child, instead of one
third, her portion is one haif. Let it be remembered also,
that there is one unfortunate species of perscnal property in
Virginia, to which the husband acquires an absolute right

'by tmarriage, but in which the wifé can only claim the a-

bove mentiored proportion for Aer life, even although the
whole may have been originally hers. The obvious tea-
dency of these regulations is to keep the fair in a state of

“entire subjection to the stronger sex. It hoids out a tempt-
‘ing lure to avarice, and exposes the unsuspicious’ to the

arts of the mercenary. I have heard of some instances in
which its operation has placed a sting in the bosoms of the
innocent, ahd brought afliction and desolntion ‘¢ the msn-
sions of the virtuous. ' : B

e — e o ittt tach. . |7 L) N ,u‘.“--uﬂ
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There is one other law which has always appeared to me
est feelings of human nature, and
cruelly and unjustly degraded. No
the mother has in general a more
afant offspring than the father. In
wrly true, for while our men too of
flower, our women are, with the
evoted to the welfare of their fami-
e think of a law, which authorises
ed, todeprive a virtuous wife of
hild, and totransfer it to the most

This law s certainly founded on
'‘male weakness, or afalse idea of
linto complete operation, it would
family, and fill every humane heart

ire at present inta the eRKects which
1 manners respecting the fair sex,
licient if I have proved, that al
ich. much remains undene.

 Prrikcebovn M.
¢a‘ | . /W//‘/éfl/)}“" ¢
NUMBER X. |

On'the Establishment of Charf{y Schaols ; respectfully ad-
. dressed to the good sense of the people of Virginia. '

: 9o ':, - A
M.GST of those, who bave hitherto described to you th '

‘condition -and, the claims of the poor, have generally con-
tented themselves with addressing your sensibility, and
maving ‘your compassion. Their 1maginations have. con-
ducted you to the shades where poverty and ignorance -pre-
side ; wkere the finest endowmnrents of nature are fettered at
their birth, or perverted in their progress. They think
they have dane enough, when they have exerted their pa-
thetic eloquence in insreating you torelieve those distresses,
from which you are fortunately exempted: and when
they have succeeded in drawing forth one sympathetic sigh,
or one tender tear, they please themselves with thinking,
K :
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© that they have obtained the greatest and most useful tri-
umphs of which their cause is susceptible. They obsérve
indeed, that too frequently is the ¢tear forgot as soon as
. 'shed,”? and that the sigh which is given to the passing winds,
: -has ‘more than once relieved the painful sympathies of
~ he bosom, from which it escaped. But reason or vanity
is ready to supply them with the means of consolation. They
persuade themselves that it was from no want of pathos, or the
'most impressive elocution that this melancholy change took
place. In the fickleness and imbecility of human nature,
they will readily find the most ample means for explaining
“the lamentable change, & soothing their own disappointment. -
‘T'o such sublime exertions I shoukl not venture to wing
an uncertain flight. I know too well that it is not every
fancy which can .create, every eye that beams, or every
tongue which can express the conceptions of eloquence. -
it is not every poct that can ¢ wake to ecstacy the living
lyre.”>—And yet, even if such affecting efforts were com-
pletely within my power, I should zlmost disdain to employ
them on an occasion like the present. 'When arguments so
various and so luminous are thickly strewed before me, it
would surely be improper to wander from the high road of
the understanding, and go in search of the meretricious arts
of supplication. It is not for me to draw before your ima-
gination the weeping form of Charity, surrounded by her
disconsolate family, who, with uplifted hands and broken
voice, petition-yau for a scanty relief.; 1 choose rather to
bring before you the venerable figure of JUSTICE, bearing
aloft the indestructible balance, in which are weighed the
most comprehensive measures of nations, and the -minutest
actionsof individuals. I mean not that subordinate Justice,
who writes in the statute book, and presides in the courts,
I speak of that general Justice, who extends her vigilance
to all the concerns of man; who decides upon all those pri:
vate actions, which the law is not subtle enough to ems
brace; who criticises the very laws of the statute book and
re-judges the judgements of the judge.. May I, venerable
Divinity ! expect to escape thy disapprobation, while for.a
moment, I assume thy attributes; \g;ile I dare to expound
thy holy nature, and employ thy principles for the use of
those who most want thy aid: of the heartrbroken, the igno-

rant, and the poor.




No. 108 THE RAINBOW. 67

No man in society stands alone. * There is not an indivi-
dual, who has not drawn out and fastened his lines of con-
mection to innumerable others, by which like the divergent
rays of a spider’s web, he communicates and receives ten
thousand sensations. There is not an individual, whose
talents, temper and employment, have not a certain influ-
ence upon the happiness of others. The very meanest and.
lowest of mankind have their circles to fill up; a family to
felicitate or disturb, some little friendships to cultivate, or
some petty resentments to revenge. But if we wish to see
the extent and attenuation of this influence completely un-.
folded, we must seek it in the history of those éxtraordinary
characters, ‘‘who have filled a vast space in the eye of mgn-
kind.”” We must look for it in the history of rulers, who

* have depopulated whole provinces by their ambition, or en-
pobled their country by a virtuous administration. We
must seek it in the volumes of authors, who have dissipated
the errors of science, or enlarged her truths, whose works
have traversed the countries of ‘the earth or descended
through a%es. , .

. 'This influence may be various in different individuals;
and yet it is equally clear, that there is one only way, in
which this influence can be Jest exerted. The capacities of

- any thing can receive but cne direction, that is productive

of the greatest possible happiness. Apply it to a different

purpose, and you pervert its proper tendency;- you so far \

mjure the welfare of society. Would any prudent man
consent to ¢ hew blocks with a Razor?’> Should a man,’
whose endowments are rare, admirable and extensive, whose
wisdom might enlighten the ignorance of his countrymen,
and “scatter plenty o’er a smiling land,” should such a

[ PO

man be doomed to languish under the labours of the oar, -

or perish amid the damps of a mine? Could any one ap-.

prove of the destination of capacities even less useful in de- !
gree, to purposes even less improper in their tendency? ¥ %

ask whether such a perversion could be ‘considered as mo-

ral? May I not then be permitted to say, that no man’s

influence ean be regarded as perfectly mordl, that is not ex-

erted to produce the greatest possible happiness, with which :
- he is sufficiently acquainted; and that his actions only be- °

* come so, when they tend to that object ?
In this sense, merality may be defined the ceconomy of
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tlie general happiness. ~ It is then that the moralist puts on
the most august attributes, with which the human charac-

ter can be adorned; when he strives to fulfil this sacred:

function. Like the curious bee, he becomes active, saga-
cious, and persevering. No fortunate combination of events
can escape him, in which he does not perceive and gather its
most hidden sweets. Prosperity furnishes him with new
means of enlarging the sphere of his benificence; and even
from the bosom of adversity he extracts the warnings of ex-
perience and the lessons of philosophy. He submits with-
outa murmur to the sacrifices which may be required of

him by thegeneral welfare; for he finds in the habitual en-

ergy of his moral principles, and in a vivid perceéption of the

happy tendency of his actions, a sufficient compensation for

the generous sacrifice. ‘ ‘
I am not here drawing the picture of a moral anachorite,

- Wwho surrenders up his days to penance and mortification,

in the pursuit of an imaginary good. Nor am I describing

" the hero of a moral romanee, who makes himself compleat-

ly miserable from a fear that others should not be compleat-
ly happy. To such moral abortions I mean not to refer,
I speak of a man whose personal happiness, amidst his con-
tributions to the general welfare, sustains little -diminution,

. whilst it may sometimes.receive an incalculable augmenta-

tion. Should this system of liberal morality, for example,
procure the approbation and sanction of the virtuous and
the wise, the sum of his real enjoyments may be immense-
ly extended. To-day he has perhaps some article of pro-
perty in his possession which may be less serviceable to
him than to his benevolent neighbour. He postpones his
own gratification, and obeys the calculations of morality.
To-morrow perhaps his neighbour has another instrument
of happiness in his possession, which may be susceptible of

a less fortunate application in his hands, than ‘in those of

ourmoralist. The pleasure, which he had received, is now re-
ciprocated ; and tlius a mutual liberality succeeds in giving
birth to a greater mass of enjoyment than what would bave
arisen from their contracted selfishness.—Should there even
be no one clse to assist and partake of his benefictions ;
should his be the only open bosom in which this system
may seek a friendly asylum; even then the personal happi-
ness of our moralist is secured from destruciion. The same
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consideration which impels him to promdte the welfare of
others, isdue tohis own. The very principles by which he
is v-ont to regulate his conduct to others, would now justify
a greater degree of attention to his personal welfare ; and e.
ven for the susrender which his principles may then recam-
- mend, he will enjoy the resources of an unbounded consa+
lation. . The sympathy of those on whom he has conferred
a voluntary benefit, the approbation of the disinterested per.
sons who disapprove even of his principles, the conscious.
ness.of an unsullied integrity, all elevate him above the do-

. minion of selfishness, and the turbulence of the passions.
- Such is the man of general Fustice.  Such is the mag
who calculates all the consequences of hisactians, and deno-
minates them justor unjust, according to the general hap.
iness or misery which will most probably attend them.
%ow would a man of this character support the claims of
the poor to greater refinement and instruction? By what
arguments might he wish to vindicate the propriety of es-
tablishing schools and elemosinary-houses for the attainment
of these interesting objects? Perhaps he might reason in
the following manner : . _ ‘ -

» - Every civilized society produces more than enough for
the subsistence and comfortable accommodation of its
members. The earth, when properly solicited, amply re-
pays the toils of the husbandman. The employment of
machines greatly supercedes the use of manual labour, and
renders the industry of man astonishingly productive in the
arts and manufactures. . Hence every individual will have -
more of his own work to enjoy, and more to exchange for
the labour of others. The necessaries and conveniencies
of life will thus increase in quantity aud extend in circulati-
cn. Many.of those finer arts too, which embellish society,

~ which awaken the ingenuity of the mind or furnish the in.
struments of philosophical research, will invite the labour

- and obtain the patronage of men. Yet after all the various
deductions from the general wealth, which the consumption
of:those various articles must occasion, there will always

© remain’in the hands of certain individuals, a supernumera,
ry Fund of considerable amount, whose particular destinati-

- on will attract the anxious and vigilant attention of the
fiiend of society. Shall it go to the support of an useless
numbec of scrvants in the houses of the rich? Shall it

Mante SOl A Mcaah - e . L e
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maintain splendid equipages, or raise magnificent palaces ?
Shall it minister to the follies of the. young, or the vices of
the old, to the triumphs of pride, orthe schemes of ambiti--
on? Or canitreceive a more useful destination? = -
- Here a more particular view of society will readily sug. -
gest to us a more fortunate application.  Although every
civilized country contains a great abundance of the necessa-
ries and conveniencies of life, they do nat always receive an
equal or nearly equal distribution. Adversesituations have
exposed many individuals to ¢ the stings and arrows of for-
tune.” The wantof industry, the want of prudence, unex-
pected misfortunes or unjust persecution, have heaped up.
on their heads disease, poverty and disconsolation.  Many
have been disabled in the battles of their country: And
many an unhappy female, who has wandered from the path
‘of propriety hus enlisted the agoiiies of want under the ban-
ners of infamy. ~ Shall these miisfortunes pass by without
“the necessary relief?  And yet these abodes of misery will
frequently contain more unfortunate objects, who have e-
ven a greater claim upon our justice. Let us enter their
houses. You will observe their children with tattered gar-
ments and pallid countenances. Converse with them, and
{:erhaps you may find the spirit of useful curiosity slum-
ering, or their minds awake only to young debauchery and
'cunnin& prudence. 'When a deformed child was born a-.
mong the ancient Spartans, it was their barbarous policy to
expose it to an early death. *Tis true that civilized socie-

-ty does not murder the children of the wretched, yet how

often does she subject them to imbecility and disease, by
frequent abstinence, & insufficient support! A tribe of the
old* Germans used to reserve their deformed children for.

- the menial purpose of drawing their vchicles. Civilized

society, ’tis true, does not turn the children of the wretched
into brutes, yethow often do they wear the form. of man,
divested of all pretensions to the dignity of his nature! And.

. yet let the capacities of these ynfortunate children be.im- .

partially analysed. Wil not their frames be found as eom-~ -
plicated and subtile, as those of the rich? Are not their
senses as susceptible of impression ? Can they not see and.
héar, and smell, and taste & touch as delicately ? Istheirme-

* Note~~See 4th taok of Czfar en the manzecs of the Suevi.
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mory imperfect? Cannot they compare, reflect and reason?
- Hasno individual on whom ¢ Fortune frowned unfeeling . at
“his birth,”* ascended afterwards to the heights of distinction
~and science? Was it simply the inspiration of an ardent
genius, or was it not rather the imposing lessans of expe-
rience, which dictated to the pathetic poet of :the county
.church-yard his most affecting strains! When we accom-
pany Gray to this melancholy receptacle of the dead, and
when like him we meditate over the mouldering ruins of the
poor; what is it that givesa more thrilling sensation to the

soul, than the comparison which our i 's so prone
to indulge, of what these humble inh the hamlet
formerly were, with what they were ¢ of becom-

ing? Even at that moment, when not an opject meets our
senses but ¢ some frail memorial’’ of departed life, and ex-
tinguished intellect, even then we secretly :':cknowledgc the
capacities of the poor. Even then we fancifully retracc the
incidents of each one’s life, and conceive how much of for-
tune and fame their native genius might have enabled them
to attain, had a more fortunate star shone upon their birth.
~ We have thus a simple picture of the intellectual condi-
tion of the poor; of mind struggling in its very birth for
the means of unfolding its finest energies. For these la-
mentable misfortunes we have found also an adequate cure.
Would altivate these capacities; would she exert
a mater on for their support and improvement, she
would scarcely fail toraise them up into useful and respee-
table children. But should she suffer them to protract a
miserable existence, surrounded as they too often are by
thoughtless' debauchery and wild intoxication, stimulated
by poverty and degraded by contempt, what security can
she have that she will not hereaiter find in them an active
nuisénce calculated to interrupt her order, and disturb he
repose? . . :
‘Compare: now this complicated chain of consequences
with those which may be expected to arise from the diffex-
ent destinations that were imagined to be given to the super-
~numerary fund of society ; compare the subsistence, the
cloathing, and the information of the poor, with the injuri-
ous superfluities of therich; and to which side, let me ask,
may not the greatest happiness be expected to fall! It is
now that justice weighs tﬁcm in her golden balance, and

aaae i g
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‘pronounces her impartial decree: Lot Sociery fulfll the
Claims of the poor. ,

We might here ti?m to enquire into the different means’
of accomplishing this desirable object. I might compare

her the respective consequences of a legislative provi-

sion and individual contribution, and show the distinguish-
ing advantages which the latter posscsses over the former.
Yet atpresent I must decline these important researches.

We might also enquire into the propriety -of the.different -
systems, which have been proposed for the support and in- -
struction of the poor. I might here investigate the various
‘ways, by which they ought to be fed, .cloathed and lodged,
with the different species and degrees of knowledge,
‘which they should be initiated. Bat this'teo is an irvestiga-
tion, which at the present ‘moment, -extends beyond the
measure of my s . ' :
" Already have 1 accomplished enowgh, iif I'have succeed-
-ed in placing upon its zrue basis the rights and privileges
of the sons of the poor.  And here thenis an object whichis
eminently worthy of the most energetic exertions of the
friend of justice. In the selfish passions of other men, he
‘may no doubt expect to find the most stabborn impediments
to the -execution of any plans which is .destined to the im.
provement of the children of the poer. A

¥Yet even these will sometimes give 'way to the exertions
of the man, who is not willing to indulge a premature des-
pair. The more he meditates upon the principles, which’
direct his efforts, upon the various details of his benevolent
system, and thedifferent expedients which he may be a-
ble :to employ, the ucarer will he approach the goal of his
laudable ambition. "Tho’ this desirable object may seem
to swell beyond his immediate grasp, it'becomes him never
to lose sight of its possibie attainment. The zronaut, who
now soars among the clouds, would never have ascended a-
bove the earth, if the aspirations of his fancy had not long
before anticipated the researches of reason. R

Lk of Sorive Fird,






