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| BRA‘TION &-c.

HE of an Jembl {fo numer-
ous and o refpe&aNc—-‘the grandear
of the eveﬁ vhxdrve kavé met to celebruite
' _ hyed in‘every face, -

d whith* am juft about to dif-
appdut,aré ne qmtions wlnch cover,me
th embarrifsmemt“and confufion. I re-
gret that my feHow-citizens Lave called me
to this tafk ; gr that being called, I was un-
‘able to reﬁ& ‘their mvltatmn. rfThc mind
‘whith has been ed by purfuits mere-
ly profefional, K:'"”!M” calculated to
do juftice te_this The very' sound
of the 4th of July, glves rife to a train of
thought and feeling fo_interefting to man-
kind-—opens a furvey fo vatt, -fo diverfified,
fo auguft aa might ﬁnk¢ into ﬁlent aftonith.
ment the .moft fublime genius which the
world ever knew.. The fubjeét affe@s not
America only, but the Univerfe. Nordces
it Membuoe the prefent pofture of
human-affsirs, it peints the mind back ta




nefs and horrqr ; and pve“fem: in perfpec
tive, unlefs our hopes deceive.us, an elyfian
profpe&t crowned with eternal light and
~beautyénd jdy. UL in dhe contemplati-
on of a theme fo unbounded I fink with con.
fcious weaknefs liiildel‘“ﬁ—-but let mé not
defpair ;. akthough -1 am_feehle the day it
deif is cloquent. R fpeaks:to the heart in

firains heavenly and zmchanting.  The:

icehngsw ich belong o it fhall fupply my
defeQs. And when I bare]y méntion tbe
anmoersmyqfdmm ipd yevery
bofom *here wxilrthrzﬁ ith _emotions as

firong-as if my ljps ‘wege., tmxcbga wnth the
hallowed fire of _

The fentiment. u-qoma xlut the happi-
nels of man, is known nu!,{‘”lg contraft. In

prder themfote to. kav ' relith for cur
pnefent feixcqy, it o m ve to this fef-
tival all the aduntancs belong to -it,

we fhould rccalI ﬂxe ﬁtua v of our country

rior to the revolut:oq. ."There is a kind of
mournful pleafure in ‘the recolle@ion of
diftrefles from which we have afcaped. The
peaceful M&f his.vine bgcomes fwecter
to the hufbaidman, when be remembers
the arm’ of war ‘which lately . defohtcd his

ﬁclds and -ﬁted his cottage ; aod :f a con-



fciousne(s of our. lnortal exx&ence ﬂn;l
low us inte ﬁitnnty, the extacy of the”' Kt |
in the bofom of his God, will rccmvg a'freth
impulfe-when he: looksbaék upon the bﬂp
of life'from which ke is delivered.
It is. impoffible to take this retmfpe&we
view of the Amanc;n Jnﬁo::y” !
‘ftruck ‘Kfme meeknﬁfs, Abe mec
long-fi hich shark ‘the- n
chm&er. “This trait vmaifpl
firft eigrants from Great Britain to Horﬂ:-
America. There was no - dbligatider on
thefe fuffering Chriftians to recognize the
authority of the Britilh monarch. “The
ideal campa® between the fovereign and
the fubjeéct had been diffolved by the viola-
tion of it on his part. 'He had refufed them
that prote&tion which alone gave him the
only fhadow of claim to their zllegiance.
He had furrepdered them iito the mercilefs
fangs of " Ghrxﬁmn bigotry. By oppreffion
the mof direful, hecaufe it was the opprel-
fion of reafon. and confcience, ,he had per-
mitted them to be forced from his coafts ;
from their. native land; their, relations ;
theirfriends and all the tcnder “‘CORNexidus
which bind man to Tife. 'Innocentand uu-
offending -4s- they “were, he had expofel
them to-a punifhment which:the meft atro-
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cious guilt only could juftify; to encounter
the florm of winter, on feas unknown ; to
feek an afylum in a ftrange land—in the
boundlefs f{r‘e,lls -of America ringing with
the terrifichow! of beafts of prey, or echo.
ing the N’ maore frightful yell of favage
man. Yet after all their cruel fufferings,
after fcenés of terror and difmay which re.
femble more the dreams of & cfiﬁcmpcred
fancy than the aftual experience of human
‘beings, this handful of tempeft-beaten
‘wanderers voluntarily ere& themfelves in-
to a colony, and with a fidelity, amiable
even in miftake, plant amid the wilds of
North-Amecrica the ftandaid of thit govern.
‘ment_from whofe fcourge they were yet
- bleeding. Generous fouls!-—what was
their reward? Opprefion—+-plunder—
maffacre—infi&ed ‘on their ‘pofterity by
‘that nation which fhould have ftrained eve-
ry nerve that belonged to it, to atone for i's
‘original cruelty. Yes; a Britith parlia-
_ment, in which the voice of America was
not heard, . authiorize a corrupt miniftry,
under the 'pretext of taxes at which the
‘world blafhéd, to plunge their rapacious
hands into the pockets of Americans. How
did America condu& herfelf under this nev
fpecimen of Britifh barbarity ? Did fhe &
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ence fprmg to arms to avengc the outrage 3
1? :her mtiop& char | tagun developes’

clf—&e is -all iae)
lains inede : fuppl"-'

atlent—iheé
'; _ th”nodofonr hiftory to
i mms thh tranf

ACRS thh meloquence
3 [.thetxc. had been ag-
d by flent difdain and frefh outrage—
hetic voice of Barre and thehcu,
:an-:haid tonzncnfh Ch:ﬁmm ‘hid
ifted il yain e ion—
ftreets of Mon.g‘;z?l been ﬁunedq”t with the
innocent bloodef our citizens—Warrenhad
fallen ferene and, fimiling everi in death—

and uken ts

R e r
T L

W, is m

Cafar fink iffto.contempt and M;Mm -
This was the declaragion of mdependeace

that unmond mouument of the energy ml:'
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magnanimity of the. Amerjcan. mind. By
this meafure the door of compromife was
ihut for ever—By .this meafure America in
her infancy, without arms, witlout an ar-
my, without finarices, threw herfelf upon
the theatre of war, againft g nation grown
old in mijlitary enterprize, and armed at all
points for the confli&®. Amerita knew that
Great Britain confidered:thit as a war
againft, rebels; that, therefore it would
be waged againft' lier with udrelenting fe-
verity, and that fie was nof .to expet from:
lier antagonift, any, of the ufual, rights of
. war. She knew.that Great Btitéin would
" now offer no altrnatives but sbjsét fubmil-
fion or extermination; ~'snd -that in the
- €vent of a final defext, the gibbet or chains
and {lavery wéuld be her portion. Yeéet un-
daunted by the profpe@. of cagfequences
.and relying folely on the juftice ofheaven,
the took the decifive ftep. The nations of
the earth were aftoniflied at.the grandeunr of
the movemént, and ftood in feéarful expeéta-
don of the iffde. “The: great queltions
were, whether Great Britaita, which had fo
iong lield tlie preponderance-in the police
of Europe, was now to be difmembered of
tie moft valyable part of her dominion?
Whether a new power was to be ereftedin
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the weftern. world which was furé to grov

up foon into immienfe confoqaence and
’Nduce ﬁcmqﬁlmmt ﬂl‘tbe

concerns of the qaﬁem? But' s il mere
interellifig quefiion was, wiietiér a'new mra
‘was‘abent to take place T the hiftory of go-

yernnignt itfelf, & Ajllenca to exhibxt to the
world the novel {p: ¢ of a people mild-

ly fwaying themfelves under forms fo per-

fe& as'to enfure thieir felicity ? Thefe were
the gress pomts in coatrovcrfy The Bri-
tdh c&bmet were. a.muﬁd with the chime-

grog‘t and Taugh ed at the idea of 2
conﬂl ween ‘the uxﬁedqu eigle of

“America, gnd the farfamed Brmfh lion.

Shallow phliticians ! They did not know
what. wonders the nfagic: hame of hberty
¢ould work They did not know that it
pour:d, hetolfm into the heart of the cow-
ard ; that it braced the feeble arin and lent
to ii a {pring and a force as irrefiftible as
‘59 bolt of heaven. This was 'a leffon

| \'iuch they were yetto learn in the Ame-

?ﬂm fchool—They did learn it and their
mile of contempt was changed into’ the

'dt&omon of terror. The florm hegan For

even Ionx ears the clouds of war hung up-
on onr hng Amid the filence of night the

'ﬂlm\‘ of battle was heard tobn’ “dtd )
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domeﬁlc ofe fled far away—The gentle
'ﬁmoms of t nelghbourlng' fair were chnll |
‘ed with, chfqny. “A father, a btother, 2
’lixﬂ)and, or fome objel dear to their hearts
mn ght have been the viQims of the explofi-
“onl whxch théy had juk heard ; & even then
mxgbt be rol[mg on thﬁ plain in the laft ago.
s of dxﬁ'oluttpn “The thought was hor.

o: and diftration. =The sorning comes
zt laft, and a fcene more afli@ing prefents
“itfeli~Allaround sur infant towns and vil-
lages and hamlets. fméking in ruins—the
‘man ’led bodiee, of our citizens proftrate in
‘the du out. the ftream of life on
the face-xo ir oved Wry——even in
‘th mpmnt,, - §iftipy feoinn the blood-
¥ ﬁamed ficld thelr dylalrarms towards hea-
..,wen—-mvok!hg eef oc,the hol csufé in
which they had faﬂhnn—ctﬂmg down Vic-
,tory on theu' furviving brethren—and then
=~in all the fweet feremty of virtue, breath-
xn .back their fouls to their: God Dear,
ever dcar, fthall ye be to our heatts, ye mar-
tyrs in your ¢ountry’scaufe. Wecallyouto
‘withefs ale grateful fervor in which-we are
dtﬂ'olvmg While we caft our eyes over the
field in, iuch ye were fleeping ir: death—
pa.le-ﬁleht—plzcxd—whale the guardian

 goniyg of America l;ovcredabove you, and




her tear of pity ftarted through the fimile of
triemph. - Long—long fhall your memory
fire. the bofoms 'of your defcendants, and
teacir the pulfe of glory to beat quick thro’
ic American heart. From your athes the”
PrieMx L'berty has fprung. ~ Not the fran.-
ic demen’of Athens with furious eye and:
«orgon locks, brandifhing aloft the torch of-
ifcord and faition and peﬂ:lence-——nor thc
pur ous.pretender. of Vertice, tricked ofiin -
1e meretricious tinfel of ariftocracy, Iutmg
ne fcale of human béings to heaven an
inking the other to perdltum. But Liber-
v, genuine Libérty herfelf puré, fereve,,
ublise—holding tgy ance level and
eady before her, diffafing her{mﬂes equal- _
y throughgut fociety, and cheering the
cart of the cot namvpn as+of the ‘man”
f wealth, - Such yé fallen beroes. fuch’ m
he mefhmable boon whlch we owe to yoy
nd which we’ are. now™enjoying, but from
hich—ye were topn. Were yé rot Ouh,,
ithers, btothers, fm&iondt lﬁd T&V ‘ours?
ntwined with our Togls by eve?r n-uurpaf
e—by every nbbleaffettion ?e—Well, then, .
ay we retire from the ttﬂIfPOﬂS of t-bﬁ
ay to hang ver 'your graves, and whl};;
ur hch fwell in -tumults’ at }he remes
rance of your fu’ﬂ'enngs to drop, on’
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fzcrcd fod which couers you, the tear of
"mingled gratitude. q.nd’lec

Yet let us not give way to uhmaaly
grief—their death was glorious—and they
are happy.

It were needlefs to dwen on the particu-
lar incidents of the revolutxonary war.
They are knqwn to us all. * We all know
how cruel were th fufferings of our citi-
zens, how deep the gto:ms of our country! |
- But the God af hoﬁ: was on qur fide and

Wathington -—wu I é ‘Who can
ever for get how w ‘%k bapd of bro-
A‘thers—-de;htnte of €very comfort and con.
venience of lifs ithout food ar raiment—
worn down by haceffudt ﬂ:on—-markmg
.with the blood I;‘I:f theh' (te gei fg:zen
ground ovér wh eir ficep-
lefs march, " q‘n&he the ’holy flame of
liberty, and kept it from expiring? Who
has forgotten how, when wants,and dificul-
- ties,and dangers indefcribeble preffed thick
around him; when the earth below him
trembled undcr the dhock of battle, and
| prefented itfelf in a thoufand f
| his reut mind rofe fuperior to confufion—
Tike the fan-gilt fummit of fome Tlofty
mountnu, around’ whofe bafe the iz florm
waftes itfelf in vdn, If the N&& &“ﬁ
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ment be. juft that the moft pleafing {pedta-
cle to the ruler of the yniverfe is 2 brave
man gredtly firuggling in the tempeft of
fate, theh the fortitude, the perfeverance,
the calmnefs, the magnanimity of General .
Wafhm%:on were fuch as angels might have
fooped from heaven to witnefs with rap-
tute—But he is gone to join them, and
from the bowers of eternal beatitnde he
fmiles upon the profpe of his country.
And have we not reafon to be happy too
my fellow-citizens? Has not our great
continent émerged from its thamefal de-
pendance upon a petty ifland, and is fhe
not rifing rapidly to her proper grade in
the fcale of nations?. Have we riot gained
the grand obje& of the revolution, the rgbt
ef the pap)f' to govern themseloes? Wis
not this the polat ftar which guided us
through the hurricane of war?” Was it not
to fecure this blefling to the people that
‘the blood and treafure of America were
poured out? Do we notenjoy it, anil fhall
we not tranfmit it without diminstien 2
Why fhould we ever abanden this right of
felfryfe ! Have we not provén the fallacy
of that gothic pofition thit'the people of a
ngti,p‘ are ;maﬁ?e torule themfcl_vesf-ra po-
fidon which degrades the favorite creature
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of God, and drags him down'’ to a'level
withthe beafts that perifh—apofition found.
cd on the total proftration of the human
mind and the human heart. . Yes, our ex.
perience has evinced that the réverfe of
this pofition is true—it has evinced that
the people of an enlightened nation are
competent to their own government, and
that amid the fmiles of peace and tranqui-
lity. Amefica has held up to the world
this new, this brilliant fpe€tacle—and does
it not reflet new luftre upon the dxgmty of
man? Formy own part I am projd to de-
clare that upoa this. fyftem I ftand faft as
~ upon the ro¢k of ages. I believe in the
rza&ncabxhty ofa republncan form™ of go-
vernment ; the experience of America j uftl-
fies that b'-hef The fyftém is dear to my
heart—becaufe it is that for which our fa-
thers fought and bled and ‘died—and be-
caufe I believe it to be the only one which
is com ?atxble ‘with the dignity md happl-
nefs of man. Yet if'there be among my
count mm any who' hold' &~ different
dotrine—why 0 t{mk p goyernment of or-
ders—who mk 2 kmg, -Jords and” com-
mons matérial to the happinefs of & nation
~—be’it TO—they have fnne r]}l:gt tQ \.hcp‘
epinion which we have ¥o ours. ‘the Goa
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wlo made me ngen me the privilege. of
coutroulmﬂr the judgiment of others = He
made me man—-bn o he made my brothers
who differ from' ‘me—he gave me certain
rights as a human being, but he gave to
cvery other human being the fame righits.
Shall I lién prefume to arrogate to.m felf
the prézgininence, & in the proud langua&e
of mfolbht réproach to fay to my neéighboar,
vou aré" Wrong—l am right—renounce
vour opinion and adopt mine, or you want
“"mcxple No—heaven forbid ! Ever dear
tomy heart fhall be the honeft Amencan,
whatever, may be the c 013 plexion of his
fpecu}mvc opinions : - A In the right of
opinion, however widely it may dnﬂ'cr “from
iy own, WMy voice and arm, fuch as e¥
are, fhall be ever qifed to defend him.

will meet him indeed with the weapons of
rcafon and argument-—trutb disdatas all
others—but 1 will meet him in the fpmt of
a'brother; not in that of a foe : and.
whatever ‘conclufion his judgment fha
condu& him, that conclufion fhall be held
facred apd invijolable b me., Ah who hive
ever refle@ed o thts fubjett " have d;ﬂ
covered that no man can contmul bis own
opitions—that in the: formatwn of them,
his mind ‘plays the perfect. grﬁ‘ht—that it
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~aéts pon_the evidenee defore it, ind in
fpite of his wifhgs, draws its conclufions
‘irrefiftibly.. . Shal I then, or fKall any other
. man tequu'e from his fellow creatures im-
poflibilities ?  Shall we demand of him to
- think’ as we do—when "from the original
conftitution of his nature he is obliged to
think as his jhdgment direéts? No—no—
|llxbei'él'xt'y does not become an American,
Politicaland religious intolerance are twin.
‘demons of darknefs—hatched long ago du-
‘ring the night of the mind, they, ftarted at
~ once lnto iganiic ftature, and thh a fren.
zyﬂlc mo wild and Yerrific, WBavock
"~ and conlternation thro' the world of mas.
Let thém not prophane by their prefence
the region of light—let them riot touch witt
imhalloved foot the eonfecrated fhorés of
that country, in which freedom hag fixed
‘her refidence. They are the certain har-
bingers : of civil difcord and Jmndion-—
blood and carpage and famine are " in their
trein—let us unite to repel thém—they do

Lhet belong to onir cﬁm
‘ ? - forbearan“o

love: 'efeﬁnqi fplendid re
tinwe of M——&p& 18t s Eu!ﬁwc-—
they adorn and dignify, humanity, and

happinefs will foreverbrigliten threugh th
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land in which they flourith. It is import-
ant to the world that America fhould put
the laft touch of perfe&ion to that example
whichfhe has fet them, and which they are
beginning to imitate. Yes—this work of
imitation hag begun, nor fhall its inaufpici-
ous commencement extinguifh in my bofom
 the hope of a happy iffue. .

- Itura my eyes towards France with emo-
tions that ficken me. For fourteen centu-
ries were the people of that devoted coun-
try buried in Egyptian darknefs and Egyp-
tian bondage. g;zr dourteen centuries had
a feries of enterprizing monarchs, fupport-
ed by an immgnfe nebility and & priefthood
ftill more immenfe, better diftiplined and
invincible in.all its operations as the phe-
lanx of Sparta—ifor fourteen. centuries had
this tremendous combination of political
and religious tyrants been forging chains
for the people of Francé! The effort to get
loofe was defperate and.threatened to con-
vulfe the world. But the nation had caught
from America a, glimpfe of Liberty—they
were enraptured by her charms; and deter-
mined to put every thing to the hazard to
winher. We all know the confequences—
they were dreadful—yet let us not impute
them to any deformity in Liberty hgffGIf—

»
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No, fhe is all innocence and beauty an(
lovelinefs—No=-it wuas the cmernal {orce
which ated upon France, and which at.
tempted to arreft the carreer of her revolu.
tion—Iit 'wzs this which produced thofe
frightful ‘fhocks which we heard with Lor.
ror-biit for ‘this, thie nation ‘might, after
the firft explofion Irave fotted peaceably on
her foundation. But treafon, infurredtion,
and riot’ ffoursthed'under: the long-pirotradt-
ed cover of foreign imvafion and foreign
war : and little does it'become-the coili:i.
on to lay at the door of liberty, thefe mif
chiefs, of which they sre thcmfeh es the real
,authors ‘But they trembledrat the name of
leerty-—-the)n pertetved that fhe was ad-
vancing to draw afide the curtain, and e:
pofe their abominations te-the worl L--th
fancied they heard the smcient bafiile o‘
defpotifm c!‘a( kingin ruinsabeut their ecrs
'—they exerted their inventi~n to rencer
-Liberty hateful to the world—they endc:-
‘voured to refift her tourfe—they mnqbt RS
“well have attempted to' ftop ‘the fplendid
Right of the impetnons comet, or bid the im-
' menfe plantés rollbackmthextfpheres Yes
—the fhall go forth artayed in-all the grace
"and dignity of beauty—the nations of the
—earth fhall'kifdle untder the beam of her cve
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—Tyranny, with all his bomd apparatos
of chains and racks md tortures, fhall .
affrightéd from his throne at her appmlx
—ihrink:frem the fublimity of her mien,
and hide his deteftable head forever. From
pole to pole the white altar of liberty fhall
be feen di played—Under tke benign influ-
ence of her dmmnﬂn, the chayalter of man
fhall tower to its Zenith—the faculties of
his mind fhell expand and bloom in all the
richnefs of luxuriance—the rougher pafi-
ons of his nature fhall be fo&cntd down——
around his heart fhall beam the ever-living
radiance: of virtue—the narrow & crooked
policy of the globe fhall yield tc univesfal
conﬁdence-—prejudxce and diftin&ion and
hoftility fhall be loftin unbounded afleétion
and the man of the eaftern hemifphere ﬂ:a.!i
ruth. with tranfport into the bofom of hig
brother of the weft. O! what a tranﬁu-
cn wil this be from the prefent- ftate of af-
fairs!  Will it not be as- magnificent. a3
when at the fiat of God, the'earth fprang
irom chaotic darknefs into a flcod of light, |

and all its beauties burft at once upon the
ight of its maker! I leok on to the gloriq |

cus profpe& in fpaechlcfse\tam IR






