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L. Tue Miasm or Yrrrow Fever.—This we consi-
r as a subtile, gaseous; invisible, and inodorous matter, gen-
ated by the action of the sun, or by solar heat, upon the a¢mo-
here, independently of any effluvia or fetor from the decor-
sitien of animal matters, and independently of any exhala-
ons from marshes, dry earth, or vegeto-animal compounds, or
ny thing of those kinds. We believe it to be the result of some
nknown combination of the solar rays, with the atmosphere,
hich takes place at all timesand in all places, whilethe tem-
erature in the shade is steadily between 88° and 98° of Fah-
nheit, or between 110° and 130° in the open sun : thatits
ecific gravity is much greater than that of common air,and
at it possesses the common properties of aerial fluids.- We
link it probable, that, in its simple state of miasm, itis innoc-
ous; but becomes morbific by combination with impure air;
izt commonly it becomes separated from pure air, and settles
ear the ground; that it is partially neutralized by a temper-
wre of 55° or 60°; and is entirely destroyed by a tempera-
ire of 50° or 459 at the lowest. The degree of its morbific
ualities depends upon the nature and degree of combination.

Hence, in our opinion, it can accumulate in dangerous
vantities only when the weather is steadily between 88° and
3° during the day, and above 60° or 709 at night, and du-
ing a period when there is but little wind to disperse it, or
aly sufficient to waft it genily in the air, and cause it to settle
1low confined places, in a manner similar to the collections
[ carbonic acid gas. We think, unless the weather is un-
sally calm and sultry, or remarkably warm, to cause its
apid formation, that it requires from ten to fifteen days for it
accumalate sufficiently to be in any wise prejudicial; that
ong winds sweep it away, or diffuse it in the general air;
od heavy rains wash it partly off, or cause it to settle in low,
amp places, and deep bayoux; where, in a long succeeding
alm, hot period of weather, it will accumulate until they
verflow, and spread it over the surrounding grounds near
heir margins : that it assumes a level surface, like water, and
ence is deeper in some points than at others, in proportion to
eir relgtive elevation : that it cannot accumulate on steep de-
livities without a barrier below, when it rises only to the level
fthe barrier. On perfectly level surfaces, it seldom raises its
urface more than three or four feet above the ground, and most
fo.mmonly not more than two or three feet. A cold night,
vith a temperature below 50°, would destroy all that had
teviously generated; a strong wind or tornado would
weep it out from -bayoux, ravines, or low confined places.
Hot weather favors its formation; calm weather favors ity

We believe it requires for its formation an extreme tempéra-
ture above 83°, because unless the temperature has been up to
that point during the hottest period of the day, for many
days, no yellow fever has occurred; whereas, although the
temperature of the nights may have been up to 80° or above,
so that the mean temperature is 80° or 829, yet if the great-
est heat of the day has not been up to 88° at lezst, there is
no yellow fever. Again, a few days may give an extrcme
temperature of 90° or 95° yet if one or two cool nights, at
a temperature of 50° or 552 succeed, there will be no yellow
fever for ten days subsequently at least. Again, there might
be thirty days in succession, with an'extreme temperature as
high as 93° or 95°, and yet two cold nights, ten or fifteen days
apart, would neutralize all the miasm previously formed ; and
although the mean heat, for a month or longer, might average
more than 80°, there would be no yellow fever, Hence the
mean heat should not be taken into our cstimates; but the
actual temperature by day and by night. The winds may
be fresh from the south, so as not t» reduce the temperature
below 909 by day, and yet they may carry off all the miasm,
or all the contaminated air: or a calm, hot day, may be suc-
ceeded by a gale at night, which will carry off the miasm.
This miasm is not injured or neutralized by damp air: on
the contrary if calm, damp, foggy, cloudy, or misty weather,
succeed many days of intensely hot and sultry weather, the
miasm previously formed, remains, if it does not accumulate ;
damp, moist air is congenial to it, and seemsto attract it; orit
settles over low, damp places, in preference to dry ones of the
same elevation. Hence it accumulates in deep ravines or
bayoux. Upon these principles, we perceive why yellow
fever is most prevalent in low, damp sections of cities, near
the wharves and about the shipping. These places attract
and retain the miasm already formed: as well as favor its
generation and preservation. The temperature about such
places, from their exposed situation, is often at least two or
three degrees higher than in other parts of the city. The
reflection from the water adds to this effect by day,and mode-
ratesthe cold by night. The temperature of the country air
is generally at least two or three degrees less than it is in any
closely built parts of cities, not only during the day, but at
night; country air is necessarily much cooler, because there
is not such an accumulation of heat in radiating bodies.

Although “it requires a temperature above 88° to generate
miasm, we find that it requires a reduction of nearly one-half
to neutralize or destroy it. Hence yellow fever is often en-
demic all the year in the West Indies; for there the tempera-
ture of the air is seldom below 558 of Fahrenheit, and where
infection exists, even that temperature will not destroy it.
These facts may be illustrated by similar ones in relation to
another fluid. Thus water, for example,under the common

cumulation, as well as the contamination of the air requi-
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atmospheric pressure, will not boil at 200° or 205° Fahren-
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nfected that of *several young men from the city, who went
n board, all took the disease, and soon after died.” Imme-
liately after these cases the disease manifested itself in vari-
us parts of the city.

The yellow fever prevailed severely in New Orleans, in
817, for several weeks previous to its appearance in Natchez.

II. TaE Epiveuic or 1819. The first alarm of yellow
ever was given on the 4th of September, at which time seve-
al cases had occurred, and a portion of the citizens immedi-
tely fled to the country. Cases became more frequent,
nd more malignant in their type until the 14th of September,
vhen it was considered epidemic. It continued to prevail
vith great mortality until the first of December. At this
ime about 200 persons of all kinds had fallen victims to its
avages, and the total number of cases was over 400. Some,
s in 1817, died after they had fled to the country; and oth-
rs after they had returned to their homes, and imprudently
lept in their houses and beds before they were perfectly dis-
nfected by cold weather. The total deaths as given in the
exton’s reports, during the epidemic, in the city, were about
ne hundred and eighty. On the 3d of October, when only
bout seventy-eight deaths had taken place, a census taken
howed the entire population, including blacks in both the
ipper and lower parts of the city, to be only five hundred and
ixty-eight souls. Subsequently about one hundred of this
umber died ; of whom about fifty died in the month of Novem-
er. Several cases and deaths by yellow fever were reported
s late-as the 3d, 4th and 5th of December.

A report made by the board of health during the epidemic
tates, that the inhabitantsof the country,and in the immediate
icinity of the city, were as healthy as usual at that season.

The meteorological table given by Dr. Perlee shows that
uly and August were very wet, and September very dry.
The rain-guage gave in July 12-27 inches; in August 8-05
nches; and in September 0-95 inches. The mean heat of|
uly was 79°, of August 79°, and of September 75°. Thus
July and August exhibited a lower mean temperature, by 3°
han’the same months in 1818, which was a healthy year.
The mean heat of September, 1819, was the same nearly as
n 1818. Hence we see that the yellow feverin 1819 pre-
aailed under the same temperature, or léss, and with more
han double the quantity of rain which preceded the epidemic
f 1817.—The month of November, in 1819, exhibited a
higher mean temperature than the same time in the preceding
en years; being 653 Fahrenheit, ot three-fou rths of a degree
higher than than the mean temperature of November, 1837.

Dr Perlee ascribes this epidemic to the same general
-auses which, in his opinion, produced that of 1817. He
supposes the excessive rains in July and August caused a
tronger * predisposition,” as during the healthy summer of]
1818 it was comparatively dry and healthy.*  As to the par-
icular pottion of the city in which it prevailed in 1817 and
1819, we are not informed ; but doubtless it occupied that
part of the city in which it has prevailed in each subsequent

epidemic.

*Iu 18I8, the rain of July, August and September, together, being only 1030

The yellow fever had prevailed to a most alarming extent
in New Orleans, for about two weeks before it appeared in
Natchez. There had been scattering cases about the ship-
ping, boats and wharves, as early as June; but it did not
become epidemic until about the middle of August, It
raged severely among the shipping, and spread to the adja-
cent streets, as also among the boats which had descended the
river. Not a ship escaped one or more deaths, and some lost
their whole crews; many stedmers became infected, and lost
many of their passengers and hands. It did not entirely
cease there until near the last of January, 1820.+ *

During the years 1820, 1821, and 1822, yellow fever a¥
an epidemic, was unknown in Natchez. Yet, in each of
these years, especially in 1822, there were several sporadic
cases, and some whose infection was derived from New Or-
leans, by handling, opening, or sleeping on blankets, &c.,
from the infected district of that city. The state of the weath-
er during these summers I have not been able to ascertain.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Narcrez, 9th March, 1838.
REv. S. G. WINCHESTER,

Dear Sir—We believe we fully represent the wishes of all who
heard your admirable Lecture, delivered before the Institute and
Lyceum to-day, on the ‘‘ Importance of Female Education,” when
we respectfully solicit a copy for publication in the South-Western

Journal.
With sentiments of high respect and esteem,
Your obedient servants,
G. V. H. Forees,
Ed. South-Western Journal.
_.S. A. HobGmaN,
Principal of Ladies’ Institute and Lyceum.

Messes, G. V. H. Forpes anp S. A. Hopbeman,
Gentlemen,—I{ you think that the publication of my Lecture on
the Importance of Female Education, will, in any degree, promote
the cause which it advocates, you are at liberty to lay it before the
readers of the South-Western Journal.
With sentiments of great regard,
I am your obedient servant,
8. G. WINCHESTER.
Narcrez, March 9th, 1838.

THE IMPORTANCE OF FEMALE EDUCATION.
‘Having been invited by the Principal ofthis Institution, to
deliver the first lecture in the course which he has proposed,
I have selected, as my subject, the Importance of Female
Education, which may be regarded as an dppropriate intro-
duction to the lectures which are to follow. o
. The term EDUCATION, in its common acceptation; is far
too limited in its meaning. It is commonly used to express
the acquisition of the rudiments of learning, and as applying.
to the intellectual facultes only. The etymology of the
word, however, justifies us in extending its application to all
the faculties, moral, intellectual and physical. It signifies to
draw out (e duco) these faculties into vigorous and useful ex-
ercise, and expresses that systematic training to which they
are subjected. . The restricted application of the term divor-
ces from it, its most important meaning, namely, a moral
training, which includes religious instruction and discipline.

tnches, or less than that of July, 1819. .
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| We call this the most important part, because without it, the.
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cuhmmon of the intellect and the acquisition of: learning,
may, and sometimes do, become the means of injury to the in-
dividuals themselves, and to the community generally, and
do not necessarily lead to the study or practice of morality :
Whereas a correct moral training fits the subjects of it to be-
come useful members of society, and its natural tendency is
And above all,
such a training renders their eternal salvation more protatle,
as it is the instrumentality which God ordinarily. employs in
the conversion of the heart.

‘But the standard of literary acqmrements among females
is far too low, Th:s isowing chiefly to the influence of a pre-
valem sentiment among the other sex ; viz. that it is both un-
necessary and inexpedient to elevate thxs standard above the
ordinary calls of that sphere in which they are destined to
move. This unworthy prejudice has manifested itself in the
bestowment of opprobrious epithets upon such as have
dared to venture on the forbidden ground of a more exalted
and enlarged literature. The phrase *blue-stocking,” as
applied to learned females, arose from a very contracted and
partial estimate of the female mind, and of its legitimate voca-
tion, if not from vanity and jealousy.

“But we trust that this sentiment is passing away with the
ages in which it originated, and with the baibarous heathen-
ism of which it is a remnant. Heathenism gave birth to,
and nurtures that stiong public sentiment which, where it
prevails, decrees the milder sex to ignorance and servitude.
The light and influence of the go<pel wherever it has
spread, have struck off thcir fe tters, and redeemed them from
the bondage in which they were held. The Christian re-
ligion elevates woman to her proper rank, and restores to her
the rights and privileges with which she was endowed by
her Creator. As woman, therefore, should be the last to re-
pudiate or neglect the religion to which she is so much in-
debted, so she shonld be among the first to cherish and culti-
vate literature, the handmaid and ally of Christianity. As
the one has restored her to liberty and rank, o the other,
by its light and"power, enables her to maintain them against
future aggressions. '

For what is civilization, but the result of educauon in the
expanded sense of that term? A correct mental and moral
training brings about that state of sosiety, in which the
rights and immunities of, women are acknowledged and re-
specied. We need not travel to other countries, or look back

. 1o other ages, for.an exemplification of thistruth. Turn your

d

eyes upon the aborigines of our own land, and mark the
condition of the present generation. Behold the servitude
and degradation of the female sex, among the tribes that
roam through our forests, and then learn to estimate your in-
debtedness to religion and literature. How beautiful and ap-
propriate is the brief butcomprehensive eulogy which anoth-
er has pronounced upon the. sex: “latest gt the cross, and
earliest at the sepnlchre.”

_That females are not deficient in pomt of intellect is
abundantly evident from the works of those who bave,
from time to, time,:appeared before the: public, in the charac-
ter of authiors. INor are their works confined.to the lighter
branches: of literaturé, but-some, and.not a .few, considering’

the limited number of well educate e handld
with skill and profound research, the d abstiuse
points.of mental and moral, as well o
The term education is also too lin iing, if i!j
regard merely the acquisition of ideas. 1 training
which it properly includes, is far more in rall prec

tical purposes, than the lmowledge to be derived from books
merely. Tor example, let a female peruse carefully and a.
tentively, a work of close, analogical or analytical reascoing,
such as Butler's Analogy, Edwards on the Will, Euchd’:
Elements, or Fearne’s Essay on Contingent Remainders,and
Executory Devises, (provided she were familiar with legl
technicalities,) and we venture to affirm that the training ad
discipline which her mind would derive from such a study,
would be of far more avail to her, than all the ideas she
would acquire from the books themselves. When the mind
is thus subjected to a severe discipline, it is expanded and
strengthened ; the life, the vigor, the freshness, with whichit
operates in, the conception, arrangement, and elucidaticod
thought, are vastly more to be desired than that dependent
and torpid reliance upon the thoughts of other men, whicha
mere book reader betrays, however great may be the rude
and undigested mass of borrowed ideas which he may thu
have obtaincd, It is one thing to read, and it is quite another
thing to study. 'We should mingle our own thoughts, aswe
proceed in a work, with those of the writer. We should
close the book, even in the middle of a sentence, and fellow
out, by meditation or writing, the train of thought which s
word, or phrase, or sentiment of the writer, may havesug
gested to our own mind. The mind should be thus habite
ted to independent and original thinking, and be taught to
move onward in its own strength. A child must be taught
to walk by an occasional reliance upon its own ability, so the
mind must frequently be thrown upon its own resources, and
be left without the extraneous aids and props on whichit
would otherwise rely, and become enervate and subservient
Females commonly discover great timidity in comumitting
their thoughts to paper, but perhaps they could not accus
tom themselves to a more profitable This will

court thought, and lead to method and r. Acor
rect style, a readiness and felicity of e: are the re:
sults of careful practice ; and when chas that pecwr

liar delicacy with which the, female mind 1emf1ers its own
conceptions, they become doubly attractive and impressive

Such we apprehend to be the legitimate meaning of the
term education, when applied to-the intsllectual faculties; for
the acquisition and multiplication of ideas by no means ex
haust its signification.

. To what extent the education of fenr ° " necessarily
be carried, in order to answer the end h it is be
stowed, I do not venture to deterrine. uation and
calling in life, being so different from » other sex,
must have due weight in deciding thi CQis o
this account, unfair to settle this questic ples which

apply to the other sex, and equall) 50, t0 esuuaw weir talens
and acquirements by a. comparlson with thase of the opposie
sex: for the latter commonly receive their education with the

view to some particular vacation, whlch determmes the cllll
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ter and extent of their studies. Hence, those men who
ave distinguished themselves in the literary world, were ei-
ertrained up to one 'of the leatned professions, or enjoyed
erary ease and leisure. “We speak now of a general rule;
ere have been, we know, seme exceptions, ' Those belong
gto the learned professrons. have dlstmgulshed themselves
the line of their professron, by ‘bending all the pOWers of
eir minds; and causing’ all therr studies and researches to
int to & ‘specifi¢ ‘branch of hterature, ‘to the’ comparatlve
sglect of all the others The same remark, as far as'it is
plicable, is true’ of those drstmgurshed literdry men, who
ere atiached to-no particular professwn. Their talents and
.qulrements coimpnly shine in connexion'with one only of|¢
e many depattments of leammg, to-the comparatlve neglect
 the others.” Now it 'is not proposed that females should
rosecute the learned professrons or en]oy llterary lelsure, to
eneglect of théir house’hol'd duties. ~ There are fiuimerous
nd weighty domestic duties, which' devolve wholly upon
em, and which they must dlscharge in" a' suitable manner.
nd it would ‘Be as unfair to determine’ the duties of the one
34 by those of the other, as to argue from the hterary excel-
ncies of the one, the deficiencies of theé other. For, besides
e field of‘ lxterature, ‘which is common to both, fémales aré
quired to cultivate a branch of knowledge peculiar to their
ex, and which relates to their domestic dtities. 'Now' if's we
stablish a tule of comparison, which will operate ‘to their
isparagement, let that rule work both ways, and by it, infer
om their superior lmowledge of household affairs, thé in-
llectual and literary 1nfer10r1ty of the other'sex. We shall
hen be convmced of the m_]ushce and absurdlty of the rule
self. o

It has been made a questlon ‘whether or not females should i
udy the dead languages. 'But why not? ' Their exclusion
rom the practlce of the learned professions, is surely no valid
eason, else it would apply with equal force to' lrterary men
ut of those professmns If the meaning of the term éduca-
on be such as 'we have deﬁned i, and if the cultivation of]
he mind be an essentlal part of, education, then'a knowledge
f the dead languages is ‘not the end, but only the means of| ©
ducation. And if the end be Tawful and proper, how dothe
ecessary means become less so? “We fear there is a dispo-
ition to regard the education of, females, in the same hghtas
hat of youth intended fora mechamcal trade ‘and to argue
hat the kl’towledge of the dead languages is no more neces-
ary to a female i in the dlscharge of her household duties,
han it is to mechamcs in the performance of their no less
mportant functlons If mdeed, a female is tobe rega.rded in
10 other light than as a house-keeper or a seamstress, the argu-
nent may have some force ; but are they not to be the com-
panions and connsellors of the other sex? ,Are,they | not to
dorn and i Jimprove the soclety of whxch they are_members,
and to give life, and. form, and_, polxsh 1o the crrcle in which
they move? = We mlght. indeed, turn the argument against
those who use lt, and ask willa lmowledge of music, draw-
ng, dancing, &c., increase her ability | to regulate-her domes-
ic affairs with sklll ‘and economy ?. You reply. no; but
musrc is dehghtful to-the ear, and pamtmg charms the eye.

-« Y

[as well as a" creditable accomp‘hshment' We reply this is'all
selfishiness  You woild- educdte a female only so fdr as was
necessary to eneble her to sérve and amuse you. ‘ Your owr
convenience and g'ratiﬁcatlon constitute the end and object of
Her education. This is ‘only polishing and- ]évl'eling the
chams, by which’ y’ou bin: her to ‘the" task of" serv‘mg and
pleasmg You. Bésides, e‘ven if ybu mike the' convenience .
and pleasure of the other’ sex, the- staridhrd’of fenale educa-
tion, it ought to be'remembered that ‘the taste and'digposition of
then vai'yl matenally, and that whit! conditees to the' pleasure
of'one;! may e insipid, if not dlsgustmg to'another. “Therefore,
uniléss'thiose Who have no; 'relish for the ¥efinemerits'of litera-
ture are dlsposed to exclude thode who have, from all partici-
pation in the" pleasures and profits of female society, they
should unife ‘with'us in endesvoring to elevate the standard
of female educdtion; which, if it were accomphshed would
greatly enhance the pleasure of female : socrety t6 well' educar
ted and l:terary men, while, at the sdme ‘time, it would! det
tract ndthing from the proﬁtablenéss of ‘duch society to thosé
of, humbler pretenslon‘s to learnmg ahd lhtellectual cultlv'a-
txon B

But we advocate the 1mportance ' of fernale ed'ucatron. ot
wrth the view to the convemence and selfish gratrﬁcatlon ‘of
our. own sex, but on the more exalted ground of théir own
mherent righits and’ prmleges We are at n¢'mbre liberty
to 'shackle their minds, than to fetter 'their bodies. If their
education is to be limited in any case, let'it be done by provi-
dential circumstances, as it is with the oppome sex : and not
by a ruthless proscrrpuon, not by an ancient and long cherish-
ed prejudice, not by the  force. of a ‘blind public 'séntiment.
These are the chains by whlch they have been too long held
in, cruel suPJecuon, and the age in which We live, the nation
where we dwell, the advancing stite of society, and our’allé:
giance to the prmcxples of hberty and free' enquiry, all de*
mand with a loud voice, that they should be- délivered from
their bondage, and fully enjoy the grfts of providence; and the
prmleges of theu' being, as moral ranonal and actrountable
creatures. S

“We say, then, let the study of the dead langudges, ahd of
every pther branch of hterature, be regarded as a lawful con-
stituent”of female educatlon—let them’ especially study the
Latm language, even, 1t be merely to perfect a lmowledge of
their own.

. The want of a_proper and adequate education among
females, often exposes them to contempt, and repels frora their
society, men of learnmg ‘and science. It'is ‘related of Cas-
sori's wife, that she destroyed his whole herbarium, by scrap-
ing off his dried speclmens. for the sake of the paper. It is
also related of Peiresc’s neice, that she used the epistles of' hls
learned correspondents, in llghtmg candles ,

A female, who, xthough 1gnorant was 'anxious to be 'ton-
sidered mtellxge‘nt and, literary, once as](ed of ‘a geﬁtletnan
who well nderstood her character. the ‘loan of the, Hfstory
of England. He comphed with her Tequest, and sent ‘Het
also Walker’s chtronary, supposing ‘that she would need the
one m order to understand the other She, however, read

them both through ; and returned them with her thanks, and
e fa s i e darived from the nerusal of

8!
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them, addmg that the only: fault she conld find with the dic-

tionary -was, that.as soon as she. bpqamp,xnterested in anesub-:
ject, it went to another! Of two. sisters in high life, whose
father.had recently gone to. Europe, it is related, that on be-
ing asked to what part,of Europe, their father had gone, one
rephed to France the other . lmmedmtely corrected ; her, by,
saying, that he had gone.to Paris, and not 1o France... Many

* instances, of a similar kind: might. be. stated,,showmg the

mortifying -effects of a defective female education, What
cheek does not mantle with shame at the bare recital of. such
humiliating exposures of female, ignorance! . What parent,
of delicate sensibilities, would not be overwhelmed with con-
fusion, if a daughter should so dishonor . her sex! What
btpther, of proper feelings, could endure the mort1ﬁoat10n, if
a-sister should so. offend the ears of a refined and - mtelhgent
company % . The experience of such mortlﬁcatlon would pro-
bably.be.so potentanargument, asto dispel from "the mind of
him who suffered it, the last, lingering ' doubt, as to the im-
portance of: female edugation ; -and would secure us: an ‘effec-
tpal ally in the cause we advocate.

The cultivation of the female mind, greatly mcreases the
influepce of the female character in soclety To this, mﬂu-
ence we oweall the dellcate reﬁnements, and chastened sym
pathies, of soctnl ltfe‘ ,Whenever the female sex is degmded
and their jnfluence destroyed the male sex becomes 50 in a
corresponding proportion. -Cast your, eye over the vanous
communities, and patjons of the earth for, a conﬁrmatlon of]
this statement,
womapn, is to be a slave, bound to the. ignoble ! task. of minis:
tering to the grattﬁcatton of proud, domlneermg man? Such
is the nature of the social system, that where it is leglttmate~
ly acted out, the gentle and imperceptible influence of the
one,sex, is found to soften down the asperities, and rect:fy the
natural. uncouthness of the other. Her smile relaxes his
rigid countenauce, and expands his knitted brows. The music
of her.voice subdues his vociferous tones. And the mild-
ness of her demeanor, tames the wrld Testlessness of his na-
ture. Such is the leouttmate influence of the female charac:

terin society. And in order to sustain this influence, and

make it effectual, it must be gulded and controlled by a culti-
va.ted.mtellect. Knowledge is power and’ a.lthounrh it is
true, that woman really governs, whrle she seems'to obey,
yet her authority is in proportion to her mtelhgence and re-
finement, ., .
. The mﬂuence of female educatlon 1s feIt in elevatmg the
stet;dard of mental culuvatlon m the opposne sex i appea:ls
effectually to. the prtde of mer,l,,even when dt fat,ls to. alvvaken
a more; commendable motwe If they would appear to ad-|’
vautage in the society of mtelhgent and well educated ladles,
they feel that they must mcrease their oom knowledge, and
cnltivate their .own mmds Vamty is g poWerfu,l sttmulant
in any, sause. Afnd the one sex are perha not more free‘

.jrqtn its mﬂuence thap the other, altb,oug 1t may operate

ina dxﬁ'erent manner upon | each

: Such an educatron as we are contendmg for, would affo d,'
to females abundant employmentahd amusement for all '‘thei
lelsure hours., They would ‘have access to sources of plepj

What is, the state. of society where to be aj.

being. within themselves, they: would.no ependen
for.enjoyment, upon. persons or cirghms 1less sur
rounded hy extgrnal sources.of plepsure, | female
are,apt to experience great uneasjpessanc Chey ay

sensible of @ vacancy which they, cannot fill up, sxcept wil
sighs and fruitless complaints. For therg gre, times to sud
when even novels satiate and cloy the. appetite, and wha
musig -has lost its charms, Indeed, gven gaiety and . fashiq
themselves, will at times lose their. power, 0. captivate an
please. An “empty void,” caJled the epmui, is e.xpenenod
and the sufferer can, find no adequate relief, not:even in th
sympathies of kmdred spirits. : ,
Even the externa.l sources of enjoyment on whlch unedu
cated females are sp dependent, are not always adequate [
the gratification of their desires, aerther are. they of such |
character as to improve the mmd or mend the heart. Th
scandal of the femnale sex has been the theme of dramatist
and poets, held up to, ndlcule by the. satmst, and severel)
reproved by the morahst. But who are, they, that, for th
most part, are: gtven to this vice? Are they not those whos
mental cultivation is madequate, to a hlgher and more com
mendable grade of conversation ? Elevp)te the standard o
female educatjon; kmdle w1thm their bosoms a zeal for know]
edge and l;terary pu,rsults 5 et them taste 'the cup of intellec
tual enjoyment, and you, do more to reform the crying vice!
of the sex, than all the lessons ‘of the moralnst or the cen
sures of tho satmst, have hltherto eﬂ'ected
Old age, the hag‘gard1 ahost that hat}nts the gay. the vain
the giddy gtrl of unculttyated intellect, is honqred, admired
and revered, when adorned with. lmowledge and education,
old age, the dread of youthful vanity ‘and ignorance, the
bane of pleasures that live upon flattery and beauty; old
age, when able to instruct with msdom. has thrown around
it, & charm and an attraction which more than compensate
for the loss of youth and beauty. For what is beauty? [
is a fading flower that blooms upon the cheek of youth. I
isa fruttless blossom, that 'withers at the touch of time, and
often instills poison in the bosom wh ch it.decks.  Whatare
the pleasures of beauty? They gre the flagrance of the
flower, which it sends’ forth only whtle it. lives. ~ But what
is a good education ? . It is'a fountain of pleasure, sending
forth its perennial streams to 1rr1gate and beaitify society. It
is a jewel which is polrshed, not’ obscured by the hand of
timé,  Youth must grow old, beauty wrll fade, flgttery will
cease, or become insipid, even r;ches may take to themselves
wmgs and fly away, but a goo education remams. and im-
proves by that whlch destroys miots ephemeral attractions.
In this connection it may ‘be, observed,. that educatlon may
be called upon, in the provxdence of God to subserve a more

1mportant and substlmtlal purpose ‘than iation or
pleasure. We have Just smd that ri¢ to them-
selves wings and dlsappear Chis Ter realized.
Those who, in' the midst of afﬂuence | accom
phshments merely w1th the vrew of ‘e attrag-

tive, and’ of rmmstermg pleasul‘é to the-circte 1n whiéh they
moved, have, il ‘the feverses-of fortune, beén corpélled to
resort to those accomphshtnents for ‘the ineans of ‘sybsistence.

“snre from which others are debarred.’ And these resources| If accomplishiments' may be thus relied on, how much more
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onfiden ohd ‘educatlonifor support in
ich an female supppse herself ex-
mpt fro of providence. God’s ways
re ofte finding out; and as it is the
art of - everits that may befall ‘us;, and
1at hay et this consideration hakre its
ne wei the importance ‘of femalé educa-
on."” S “ '.

- In its uture ‘maternal character of the
resent tions of the sex, our subject as-
imes a d all that individual gratification

r advantage can ‘bestow upon it. Who are to instil the| -
arliest principles into those minds that are hereafter to pre-
de over the destiny of human society? To whose mould-
ng hand will be comxmtted the, character of the next and
acceeding generations? To the sex, whose cause we advo-
ate to-day. And if such be their task, what should be their
ualifications ? What an amount of mental and moral train-
ng is necessary to prepare. tl them for the duues that devolve
pon them! If ungble to instruct their offspring, if -unable
roperly, to -cultivate and cherish the buddings. of the infant|

nind, if unable to guide its enquiries and rectify its mis:
lkes, we need. nqt the gift of prophecy to predigt the future
hgracter and desuny of those who are thus co;nmlt.ted to}
lind gmdes and mqompetent instructors, . |

The duties which mothe:s owe to the;r children, cannot,w
uting - .their earliest mfa,ncy, be transferred to other hands.
[he attempt would be frustrated by the very texture of the
ocial sysiem. These duties are inherent, in the connexion
tself; and can not be separated from it. Hence, impressions|
vill be made by the mother, upon the mind of her infant;
he will give a direction and cast to its future character.
She cannot avoid it, if she would. And. she should remem-

ver that her responsibility is in proportion to her influence. }f

t is a question of vast importance to the community and
o the nation of which those children are to constitute a
art, whether these impressions are to be salutary or bane-
ul. T then, you. desire to become the benefactors of your
race, and that your influence and exemons, should outlivef
he period. of your allotted time on ea.nh and tell, with hap-
oy effect, upon the character of generations yet unborn, use
hat influence, and put forth those exeruons, in elevatmg the
standard of female edncanon

The character and gemus of our,civil mstxtutlons imparts
o this subject additional 1mportance _

The mothers of our future law-ngers and rulers, w1ll lay
he foundation of that character which will belong to them.|
The infant statesmen of coming years, will imbibe their most|
enduring principles from the lips of thoss who shall give[
hem birth. Let it not be supposed that we unduly estimate
he maternal influence. Some--of the greatest and best men

that have ever lived, have acknowlédged their indebtednéss|

o this influence, for'all that distinguished thern'in life, and
made them the ornaments of°the age and nation in which
they lived. - Viewed in this light our subject becomes fraught
with the destiny of this great Républic. "It is the highest
pretise that can be bestowed upon our form of government,

that 3 rarnrnat Aannrich nar ha orrnccedi<1lo adeom mtatewnd cool ot

the tnass‘of the peopléare vislous, ignorant and debased. Nor
is:the amountof virtue and knowledge which it' requires of
imperfect and sinful beings, so great as-to render it impracti-
cable or utopian. It'steers a safe and happy medium between
Sylla and Charybdis. Its tendency is to elevatethe standdrd
of good morals and intelligence, by ‘opening the door of pro-
motion and distinction to all, and making the hope- of 'success
an incentive-to the cultivation and: practice of: virtue.  Suchi
being the-distinctive: featuves of ‘our.civil policy, the impor:
tanceof female education rises in magnitude, as we-:contem-
plate; its bearing upon the safety and prosperity of the nation.

- The general diffasion of religious knowledge through the.
medium of Sunday schools and bible classes, affords an ad-
ditiortal argument in support. .of our main:proposition. - Using
the term education in its extended' and: legitimate sense, we
contend that its standard among females should be-elevated,
if they would keep pace with the: religibus. intelligence: of
those who are favored with Sabbath' sthodl instruction,and
'whose parents do not regard such an. msnthtxon :as beneath
their notice and patronage. - s IS

The ' mothers and -elder sisters of the ptesent day afe not
unfrequently put to shame, by the ‘superior knowledge of're-
ligious matters, which the . younger: branches of the family
thave acquired in these nurseries of ‘piety.and usefulness. The

.|system-of bible-class instruction, also, gives.to those .who,

avail themselves of 'it; so.decided ad advantage in conversa-.
tion or'writing, that it ¢annot escape the notice even of:a su-
iperficial: observer. These facilitiés to youth have compelled
others to study and read.the bible; and the.history of-the
times and nations of which it treats, in ‘order to ‘majntain a
respectable appeatrance of intelligence, and to-avoid a:morti-
fying exposure of their ignorance by little children. And if
females would insure respect, and maintain their : proper-in-
fluence in society, they must bestow upon this branch of edu-.

cation, a much larger share of attention than is common
‘among certain classes. Literature has ever been the hand-
maid and companion of religion. And the literature of re-
ligion is becoming better understood, and more generally
studied, than' perhaps at -any former period. Our calleges,
being for the most part, under the direction and influence of:
rehgxous teachers; will continue to 5mpartmore or less of this
'species of literature to the minds of the rising generation,
and thus, by its'influence on the ' social system, compel .the
|female sex to give it moreattention, else their ignorance and
deficiency will be glaringly ‘exposed, bthhd hghx which i is
reflected by the other sex. . . 4

“In’conclusion, permit mé tocall your attention to two evils
m regard to female education, which are said to be prevalent:
lin this district of country. The first relates to the practice
of passing by- the schools and seminaries at home, andsend-
ing your daughters to those at a distance. - ‘Without saying:
any thing derogatory to' the character and standing of the
female schools at the north and east, I may be permitted to
iremark, that distance often:throws around objects, umreal
charms, and therefore becomes a deceptive medium through'
‘which to view'the qualities either of personsor things. Thei

halo of excellence by which they seem to be encircled, exists

1t tha wmadinm thranoh which thev are viewad Neonre
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ness and Lfautiliarity would soon dissipate their.apparent at:|.

tractions, and ‘would douhtless lead us to appreciate more
kighly the redl advantages whichi they: possess. ...

. The declaration of our Lord and Savibur, that a prophet
hath honor save in his own:countr_vj,:embodies, a principle as
applicable to the subject before us as to-any other. - The prac-
tice of which we speak, makes this state tributary -in litera-
ture-to the north. It is aniacknowledgment of our inferiori-
ty in the facilities of education, which is doubtless true ; but
it need not be true.. * This practice helpsto make it true. It
enervates the sinews of :literary - enterprize at home. - It un-
dervalues our actyal’ resources, ‘and discourages all effort to

* develope thém. . There is no'good reason why this state and
this city should not;possess adequate facilities. for_education| -
in all its branches.. ' The wealth, intelligénce, refinementand |

~ ebterprize of; this community, seem to demand that the ef-

fort- should be made, and- seem to promise.that the ,effott
shail be successful. 'Let the State of Mississippi.consult her
t¥ae interest and:honor, and shée will no longer make it ne-
cessary to bow down and do homage to the superior facili-

“ties of othér states,. Her patriotism, her ‘enterprize, and her|

political influence - command the Tespect of other sections of|
the country, and shall her literature, the bulwark of our po-
litical strength and respectability, be suffered to languish or
pine away in insignificance? -'On the contrary, let the stan-
dard of education be ‘lified high. Let her resources be made
available, and let her facilities be multiplied, till she shall at-|
tract to. her own'bosom the: youth of other statcs, thdt she
may train them.up for. usefulness, and send them back: as
blessings to the society.from which they came. -

“The rémaining evil to- which- I will allude, relates to ‘the|
practice of frequently changing the teachers of your chil-|
dren. If:the claimsof every new establishment should in-
duce parents to make this change, it will operate most unfa-
vorably upon:thé: progress of the pupils. When a teacher
becomes acquainted with the mental habits and abilities of his
pupil,and when the pupil becomes familiar with the teacher’s
mbtde of instruction, the principal -difficultiés in -the way of|

success are removed, andi the progress of the pupil is.increas-|

éd in'a very perceptiblé ratio.. Besides, these frequent|
changes operate to the discouragement of those teachers from
whom:the pupils are taken, and tends ultimately to break up
the:idstitution. - Permanency in a.seminary of learning, is an
invaluable characteristic. It strengthens:confidence, increases
zéal,.i and ;dffords! an ' opportunity’ of - completing what has|
been commenced. But this practice, of which ,we speak,|
must always. give to;. our{institutions an ephemetal char-|
acter, . and render aquve what mxght otherwxse be suc-
cessful., . 1. : :

s s m be hoped that the day is not. t'ar d.lstant, when thls
cxty ,shalvl be-dsi famed. for ‘its facilitieg in the education of fe-
males, as. it is for its refinement and hospitality; and when we
shall.no.Jonger:send our daughters to other states, as witness
es and:messengers, to publish our destitution and barrenness,
Liet:theicommendable pride of Mississippi be.touched, let her
honor be appealed to, and her gallantry will be as; distin.,
guished for educating: the fair sex, as it now is.for hononpg]
and admirino them ..' . . o

' E—— -}
- SOUTH-WESTI L.

o NA.TCHEZ M f
S— i PR
L AGENTS .

One or two gentlemen of re od pleas
ing address, are wanted as. agents ibers and
collect subscnpnons for the Sout il Agy
young gentleman, who can sahsfy ommittee
of hjs qual:ﬁcatlons and mtegnty. § s of in-
troduction to gentlemen in various parts e, whos

influence will be exerted to favor and faci BwWS.
Application may be madge at the office of the South- Western
Journal, corner, of Main and Canal Streets, Natchez

THE SOUTH-WESTER_N JOURNAL.

It is the intention of the Execative Committee of the South-
Westerri Journal, to give rather more variety to the succeeding.
numbers, by devoting nearly one-half the space to shorterefi-
torial and selected articles. The design'is not to give a lighte
character to the pubhcatmn, ‘but a ‘more practxcal -and varied
one. The Himits of the Journal will ot permlt essays of
great length, or those contirued through successwe numbers,
without the danoer of substituting'a monotonous sameness for
the llvely and pleasmg variety, which the public taste ]usﬂy
requires in the periodical literature of our country. The
same care will be taken in the preparation of the shorter arti-
clesasin the longer. © A few brief- papers will be presented
on rural economy, embracing the-best modes of cultlvaﬁng
ornamental shade trees and shmbbery o

- We'have a geritle: hint for our ‘poetic correspondents—]
whlch (as mediocrity in poetry isdbhorrentboth to the godsand
to'men,) we venture to Pressat this time. *More credit would
accrue to most writets of poetry for- penodlcals if they woul
selectevery tenth line they write for publication (a premimm
tithe) and burn the remainder: that is-to say, the subtraction
of nine parts from ten makes the ‘tenth ten times as valuable
as the whole would have been th\is 10—9-— 10 ¢ 10=good

poetry!-

THE TE‘A”CHERS"C( o
I Educa-

. A county convention of Teache
tion was organized in this cxty. on h instant,
as will be seen by the official 1 repm N e present

Fifteen ‘members;signed the éonsti
This, we believe, will

number of the Journal.
tution, and paid their initiation fee.

be'a working society.  There seemed tc g disposi
tion evinced by'some of the members to ensorship
of the character and quahﬁcatmns of tea th which
they mist successfully pass, before they Imitted to
the confidence of the pubhc Some suc s this will
more properly come under the actlon of . vention
at Iackson ‘ ! o
Courmu;wzux —AS qxtremes wch each
other, we haye, repl ,pleasure in, rego! New Or
leans chayune, that it is as much dis r its life,

piquancy, and. entertainment, as: (according to its smtement)
the South-Western Journal s for. its deyotion “to the deeper

and more abiding interests’of the useful mlenqes, gnd;of dhe
cause of education in all its grades.” o
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