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PREFACE.

© 'The following Dis¢ourse was preached in obedience to

" the direction of the Presbytery. Its publication was deem-

ed desirable by the Brethren, on account of the statistical
facts it contains, and memoranda of the Early History of

- our Church in the State. These are few and brief indeed ;

yet they are as full as an exercise of this kind would per-
mit. It.is my purpose, should Providence see fit, at some
future day, to present a more complete Acgount of ﬂ}e Or-
igin ‘and Progress of the Presbyterian Church, in Georgia,
and especially some Biographical Notices of those -Ministéh :
who labored herc in early nmes, and aided most in plant- ;
- ing it ; .T. 80 W,







EXPERIENCE OF THE PAST SHOULD INSPIRE

CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURE.
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Whom, when Paul saw, ke thanked God and took cau;'age. d

Acts XXVIII; 15,

Paul, the prisoner of the Lord, was now approach-
- ing thie termination of his journey to Rome. To Ceesar’s
- judgment-scat he had appealed. Driven from his na-.
" tive land, by the incorrigible hatred and prejudices of
his countrymen, to seek justice at a heathen tribunal,

“what might befall him, he knew not. For a moment he .

seems to. falter and despond. He had pungently rea-
soned before Felix of Righteousness, Temperance and
Judgment : he had eloquently discoursed before King
" Agrippa, of the Resurrection and his own conversion to
God, until the former trembles under a sense of con-
scious guilt, and the latter is almost persnaded to em-
- brace the' doctrines of the hated Nazarine. He had
been stoned, thrice beaten with rods, thrice shipwrecked,
a night and a day he had spent in the deep—had been

| _in perils of robbers, of his own countrymen, of the " {

heathen, in the wilderness, and in the city ; yet.none of -

these things had moved him. -Bat now he is'advancing, .} .

to the proud imperial pagan city of Rome. He was

far from the land-of his birth; and the hosoms of many - §

‘cherished friends. -He had never visited the capital of
. ‘the world, and had no personal acquaintances there.—

Nor could he entertain any very flattering anticipations

of a favorable reception even by Roman Christians, be-
ting dragged along as a malefactor in chains. In-view.

- of these accumulated discouragements,, we may mnot .

| greatly wonder that the hitherto indomitable courage of.
- the Apostle should experience a transient relaxation.,
But He: who feeds the sparrow and clothes the lily,
y : A ) > =g 5
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ing the God of their fathers, under their own vine and = |
i ands, until the flashing sword of
d by the hands of Charles 1T and |
glad to forsake -the heather

‘Wilham I, made th

< hills of Scotland and th'e‘groengeﬂa of Ircland to en-

joys unmolested, their cherished faith in this asylum of |
the oppressed.  Nevertheless, ' Presbytorian families
were among the carliest adventurers: to the shores of |
the New World, and were scattered up'and down the
land, from the hills of New Englaud to the sunny plains
of Georgia.! ' : ! -

It is undeniably true, that Francis Makemie, an |i

Irish Preshyterian, was the first Minister who proclaim-
ed the Scriptural truth and order of the Presbyterian.
Church at any point between the icy ¢ recesses of Baf-
fin’s Bay and the frozen Serpent of the South ;’? and
that Somerset county, on the Eastern. shore of Mary-
land, became the Faderland of American Presbyterian-
ism.* Thus, it'is a singular fact, that the chosen asy-
lum of the persecuted tollowers of ‘‘the Man of Sin’? -
should also be the birth-place of the first Presbyterian
Church organized in this country. This important
event transpired about the year 1688, or 164 years ago. «

This was thestarting point in the progress of our be-
loved Church on this Continent.  Here her first altar
was erected.. Here her first spark was stricken out, .
and her feeble lamp shot forth its first ray of light over
the bosom of the moral night of ages. Makemie plant- -
ed this Church, and organized several others in the same
region‘in subsequent ,gays. He was an active laborer
in the vineyard of his Lord---probably unsustained by
any Board or Missionary Association---self-appointed
and self-sustaining, for he was a man of substance.

~In 1698 we finda Presbyterian Church in the city of iy
«Brotherly-Lovey or, rather, a motly crowd of Baptists, = }
' Congregationalists and Presbyterians, having the name - {

of a Presbyterian Church. . Its first Minister, was a
Baptist.® ' : ' .

1 Hodge's Constitutional History, Presbyterian Chureh, p 2L -
2 Spence’s early History of the Presbyterian Church:

3 Spence, p.&7, Dr. Hodge thinks Mr. Speace’s zeal for tho priority of the Mary-
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) Such was the beginnings of the Presbyterian Church
| in North America. It was, indeed, but ¢ a handful
{ cornin the earth on the tops of the mountains;’’ yet it
{ * has been'made to shake like Lebanon, and flourish like
| grass of the earth. It was hut a spark, yet how great,
amatter has it kindled:' < - © | X 20 a5y
In 1705, the Presbetery of Philadelphia was ushered i
it into being. It numbered only seven Ministerson its -
i #roll. It was a day of small things3 yet this was the
" germ from whence has sprung that noble tree which now
spreads its branches from Ocean to Ocean, andfrom the.
St. Lawrence to the Rio Grande. The increase of the
Church;, after this organization, was rapid ; she-length-
ened her cords and strengthened her stakes.:
We advance eleven years further in the eighteenth
century, and the Synod of Philadelphia-was erected in
* September, 1717, by the division of thé Presbytery into
“ four Judicatories, or Presbyteries. It was not because
the Presbytery had become so numerous and unwieldy
| that its division was deemed advisable, but in order to
{8 secure greater convenience, and the general interests of
the Churches. The entire number of Ministers in con-
nexion  with it at this time was 17. Five had died
during its existence. ' .
~From 1717 till 1741, a period of twenty-four years,
the affairs-of the Churches were happily and success-
i fully directed by this Synod. It sent out Missionaries,
collected funds, maintained correspondence with foreign
Churches, regulated discipline, organized Churches, and
- founded institutions of learning: * b
.. In"1741 occurred, what has been usually « called the
great schism,when a portion of the Syndd -withdrew’
.. and renounced its jurisdiction. It does, not, however,
! ' appear that this secession took placebecause of hereti-
il ‘o cal opinions, as to cardinal doctrines, entertained by
either side, for both -parties adhered strictly to the

)

land Churches carries him too far; and that the First Church of Philadelpbia was
not & motly collection of Presbyterians and Baptists---yet, he ndmits, that all the
Churches composing the Presbytery of Philadelpbia,were thoroughly Presbyterian,
except the first Church of Philadelphin.—[Constitutional History, p.£2] ’Dr.’Bm‘
says. Mr..Jedediah Andréws organized the first Church in Philadelphis, 17701, An-_ . ‘
drews was a Congregationalist.—[Hill's Sketches, No« 8.] ; ¥

; B :
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Woestminister Confession and Catechisms, but on the
, of a difference of scntiments in relation to eer- |
tain measures, The number of Ministers belonging
to the Synod at the time of this. disruption, was 3;)« N
four. Shortly after this secession the Synod of uﬁ% b
- York was formed, by the seceding party. . This tempo- [}
rary estrangement of the members of Synad, did not,
however, retard the progress of the Church. Under
the government of these seperate Judicatories, Zionw’s
towers still continued torise. Its effect, like that of
the first persecution of the Christian Church, which:
commenced at the martyrdom of Stephen, tended |
doubtlessly to promote its growth and ]l> perity.— |
Each body labored faithfully and zealously to extend =

the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and *‘ to preach the Gospel in
regions beyond.”” Nor'does there seem to have been
any great degree of alienation among these brethren. |

Their records do not afford evidence of such heart- "

burnings and bickerings as ordinarily occur under such

circumstances—for, eight years after the seperation, we

find proposals made by the seceding body for peace and

union. ,

. We pass over a period of seventeen years, when a

happy re-union takes place in 1758.- At the ‘time of

this re-union the Synod of  Philadelphia and New-York

- consisted of ninety-four Ministers. v

Thus, during forty years, the Ministry had increas-

ed more ‘than five-fold, with a co-ordinate increase of-

Churches and membership, . - . ; 4
The Synod of  Philadelphia and New-York continued

to' be the Supreme Judicatory of the Presbyterian

| Church from this ‘period: until the formation' of the ,{{ .

General Assembly, in 1789. And, during these .J{

thirty-one years, Zion’s King greatly prospered her.— |f.

When preparatory  measures were adopted- for ithe «

ercction of that Judicatory which was henceforwar] to. ||

constitute a bond of union andcorrespondence through-

out the Churches in these wide-spreading States, -the

Synod was divided-into four Synods, Faving under their

care fifteen Presbyteries and one hundred and seventy-

two Ministers. . _ :




Inspire émfdeiit:e in the Fufure. dlit

VVWVVV-WVVWMVWM |
s 1

Here we might pause for a moment and ¢ thank God?’
most heartily, as we contemplate the progress of our
Church .durinF the space of eighty-four years, from * i
the founding of the first Presbytery until t{e organiza-
tion of ‘the Gieneral Assembly. = Our Ministry had
doubled itself more than- twenty-four times ; ‘and, in-
stead of a Church here and there, struggiing for ‘ex-
istence, we had extended our borders from l‘%uw-York
to Florida, along the castern slope of ‘the Alleganies,
and even in the West our standard had been planted.

Yet, in such a brief survey as we are constrained to ¢
take at present, we can only look at.the outer walls of
our Zion. This much we may observe: She had pafs'-‘ ‘
sed through some fiery ordeals from intestine divisions
and external opposition. In some regions, the arm of
civil power had been raised against her. * Her Ministers

had been imprisoned, and. her doctrines and order set at * |

nought by ‘‘the powers that be.”” . Yet, out of all her
troubleg, the Lord delivered her, and poured richly .«

! . upon her His blessing; upon her He caused His Holy

Spirit abundantly to descend, and added largely to her
- ‘Ministry and membership. ~Amongst those who minis-

tered at her altars, during this period,were some of the ° ‘

most’ gifted men whose names have. been enrolled :in
her annals in that or any other age. Makemie, Rg%- .
ers, Witherspoon, Smith, Caldwell, Hall, Craighead,"

N

and - Samuel Dayvis, the Tennants, and a long array ‘of

others of blessed memory, stood on her high'places.— - |
Under their:Ministry the Churches grew  and spread
from the hills.of New England to the ‘sunny plains of
the South. .’ ’ 0’ ,
. It will answer our purpose, now, briefly, to trace the
progress of the Church towards the South. “In’the:

yéar 1755 the Synod of New-York-erccted the Presby- [f |

tery of Hanover, embracing all* Virginia, and the re-
{ ‘gions South. Fifteen years: afterwards, 1770, the
{ » united Synods of Philadelphia and “New-York, created
] the Preshytery of Orange, embracing the Stat¢ of North
Carolina, and the States South of it j.and fourteen years
thereafter, 1784, it constituted the Presbytery of South
Carolina. This as the frontier Presbytery on the South- - f,
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at the organization of the General Assembly. « It in-
4l cluded within its limits the State of ia, then con-
~ taining a few infant Churches, but no sett ed Ministry.!
Twenty-two years subsequently, 1796, ﬂwmﬁ '
tery of lge(:ipewell, the mother of Georgia Presbyteries,
was erected by an act of the Synod of the Caralinasin
session at Morganton, North-Carolina. It consi
originally, of only five members, to wit: Rev. Messrs.
John Newton, Joﬁn Springer, Robert M. Cunningham,
Moses Waddel and® William Montgomery : most of
them men of precious memory, and who have all long
since entered into their rest. : s
~ The first application for Ministerial su& lies . from -
Georgia was made to the Synod of Phila {phiu’ and
New-York in the year 1766, from a place called Briar
Creek, probably in Burke or Scriven Counties. = “To
comply with the many earnest supplications, made this-
year to the Synod from North and Sonth-Carolina,
Virginia and Georgia,” it sent out ¢ Messrs. Lewis,
Caldwell, Chesnutt and Bay, togo into these parts, as
soon as possible, and stay as long as they can in -
preaching the Gospel and administering the Sacraments
in all those vacancies which have supplicated, and. in
. others where they may be invited.”” Lewis and" Cald-
¢ - well only complied with the injunction of Synod.—
‘Briar Creek is mentioned again® in" the records of the
Synod, as‘asking supplies in 1767. This appears to
| have been the only. point in the State known at that
- time to -the Supreme Judicatory of the Church, where-

1Ina communication from the Rev. Robert M. Cunningham, D. D., dated Tusca-

months previous to his decease, it is stated, that “the Rev. Daniel Thatcher, a Mis-

" sionary from the North, arrived at an edrly period after the Revolutionary War, and
settled in the upper parts of the State of Georzia, where he organized Churches in
various counti¢s—preached and administered the ordinances for some years without
aid, except from transcient brethren." %

Mr; Thatcher was & member of the Presbytery of Orange, North-Cnrolgnl. His
name nppon‘ri for the first time in the minutes of théSynod of Philadelphia and New- *
York in the year1780 as a Candidate for the Ministry; [P.486.] His name is enrolled
as & member of the Synod in 1788, [P. 687.] Howlong he remained in Georgia is not
Xnown. Dr. Cunningham remarks, that, “* Seyeral young men bhaving arrived in
Georgia, preached in the Churches already organized, and brother Thatcher felt him-
solf atliberty toreturn to his friends at the North.” - J

 Joosa, Als., June lst, 1835, and now id my possession; and addressed to me only a fow |
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- Presbyterians had associated as a Church for the public
worship of God.! . B s B vas
Several Missionaries were sent out, from time to time
to visit these distaut regions; and dispense the bread of «
Jife to the few sheep in. the wilderness; among whom
lionorable mention is made of Rev. Messrs. Close.and
Roe, by whose efficient Jabors -several of the oldest and
largest. Presbyterian Churches in the® Presbytery of
‘South-Carolina, were, probably, organized. . = _
The first regular call presented from Georgia, to any -
on¢ to undertake the Pastoral office in a Presbyterian
Church, was given to the Rev. Josiah Lewis; of New
Castle Presbytery, by the Church of Briar Creek- and
Queenshoro.”  Thisis, probably, the same ‘Church that -
is noticed inthe records of Hopewell Presb‘ytery for the
year 1799, as ' petitioning for supplies—*“a . congrega-
tion below Wayneshoro’  called the Old Church.”’—
Whether Mr. Lewis accepted this call or not, dees not
appear. - This was five years ‘antecedent.to ‘the. De-
claration -of ‘Independence. 3 ¢
Thus was - Presbyterianism planted' in Georgia by
Missionary lahors, and tolohg continued and most self-
denying Missionary efforts are we indebted, at this day,
for our strength and prosperitv. Our most’efficient
and flourishing Churches: have been founded *by Mis-
sionaries, and have been fostered and built up by their

toils and cares, Andherelet'me recur to the remark, <

that - our' Church ‘‘has always been' a:Missionar

Church.”> To. this fact, under the: blessing of* ‘God,
must, b& attributed her rapid ‘increase, and present’
wide-extended influence. « In view of this, itthas been. ¢

1.There was, probably, a Presbyterian Church in Snvannah before 1760, "Holmes, in
‘his American Annals suyu', that “John Joachim Zubly; D.D., Was a native of Switzer-
Jand. - In 1760 he came to America, and was the: first Minister of ‘the Presbyterian
Church in Sayannah.” [Amer, Ann, II: 527.] But thiis Church was not at that period
conpected with theSynod. A colony of §cotch Highlanders settled Darien, ealled
_ by them New Inverness.' [Baneroft, vol, IIT, 427.], I was informed by one of their
descendents, a few years ago, that they were Presbyterians, and had the ordinances
administered among them. This settlement was made in 1735, or two years after
Oglethorpe landed at Savannpah. Og'lethorp'e_ puia_g}xem' a visit on his way to St.
Augusting, and the Highlanders volunteered their seryice, in the expedition against
the Spaniards. * [Bancroft,vol. ITI, 431.] Ifthisstatement be true, here wasthe first
Presbyterian Church planted on the soil of Georgia.. , ,, ¢ : X3



_wealthy citizens. = Of nearly twelve hundred Churches
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justly observed that *“many intelligent Christians - do
not sufficiently appreciate the importance of Doniestio
Missions,” or they would more liberally sustain them.
The whole history of our Churchy from its carly plant-
ing to the present day, presents its Missionary opera-
tions, as one of its most prominent traits. Little, it is
true, was done directly by the first Presbytery in the
Missionary work. Its Ministers were all poor, with & |
single exception. - They labored hard and struggled
nobly to proclaim the Truths of the Gospel and adminis-

ter its orginances among the people around them ; and
they not only preached to their own, but, they made
‘‘excursions of benevolence into adjacent regions; and
this without pecuniary compensation or facilities of
traveling. =~ The affecting cries of the destitute - came
to them at every meeting of their Presbytery, as well
as at their individual agbodes ; and. the efforts which
they made'to relieve the spiritual wants of the' sup- -
pliants were neither few nor feeble. After the Presby-
tery was enlarged into a Synod, a small fund was ob- |
tained to aid the operations and partially to relieve the
pressing necessities of its members. Missionary ‘servi-
ces were extended to places more remote., It was in
this way, that Presbyterian Churches were planted in
the British Colonies ‘of Pennsylvania and Maryland,
and also in Virginia, and North and South-Carolina.’”!
In later days, the extension of onr Chiurch has been
mainly attributed to our. Missionary Boards. . What,
it has been asked, would have become of the planting
and training of the Church in our Western wilderness,
but for the enterprize and fostering care of these asso-
ciations, aided by the benificence of our liberal and

in the North-Western States, it is said, that scarcely
fifty have been established independently of the aid of
Domestic Missions, It is caleulated that from one
hundred and fifty to two hundred thousand dollars have
been laid out in Churches in these regions, and' that
these have subsequently returned not tar from a mil-

1 Dr. Green’s Domestie and Foreign Mizsions of the Presbyterian Church, p. 15.
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lion of dollars to the cause of Benevolence and the

' | spread of the Gospel.  Every true friend of the Gospel

and every trie patriot, loves his country best; when he
~ Joves our comwmon Christianity most, and gives and

rays for the success of Domestic Missions, in spread-

far and wide the knowledge of Salvation.
‘ “‘)ﬁiut-to reburn. I bhave traced the progress of the
) Presbyterian Church, South, until it has a local habita-
. tion within our State. One little Church—a feeble
folk in the wilderness, rears her standard, and proclaim
their love to her doctrines and order. £

It would rot be possible; nor proper, on the ‘present:
occasion to dwell ‘minutely on the extension of our
Church within the State. . This we know : that her light
was very feeble during a long series of years. The
Revolutionary storm passed over the country. Indian
wars devastated ourborders, and moral darkness cover-
ed the people, and our Churches were *few and far be-,
tween.”’ s s : o,
- It was on the 22d of July, 1790,4n" the little town !
'of Washington, under the shadow of alarge poplar tree, |
that' the first Presbyterian Ordination took'place, that
had ever occurred .in Georgia. Here the Rev. John
Springer, a licentiate of the Presbytery of South-Car-.
olina, was ordained and ‘installed Pastor of the United i
Churches of Providence, Smyrna and Washington.— .
This" ordination was performed by the Presbytery of
South-Carolina. The first Minister ordained by Hope- -}
well Presbytery, was Mr. Thomas Newton, at Hebron:
Church, Franklin-County, 16th March, 1799.
. An inspection® of the: records ‘of Hopeiell, during
many successive years furnishes melancholy evidence
of itsfeeble condition as to members. . Its megtings oft-
times failed for want of ‘a quorum. Somgtimes, for a
eriod of eighteen months, it had no regular session.—

et, feeble as it was, in, this respect, it was by no means

an inefficient body. “All its members  were working
men; and during many. years they acted as laborious. .
Missionaries, supplying destitutions, -and plantin
Churches. . We could name a number of Churches stil
existing within its bounds—such as Washington, Heb-
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ron, Thyatira, Newl e, &e.—now strong and flouri
ing,co J,ngationgz Whmg:h, more than half i century w; ‘«
were agﬁ{:g supplies of the Bread of Life at the h.\;?& _
this Presbytery : nor did they ask in vain.  They were
¢ fed and sustained by the indefatigable and self-denyi
‘labors of a Waddel, a Cunningham, the Newtons, Niont-
gomery and others. These men weré not ¢dumb dogs, .J
sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.” ‘i
‘During twenty five years, Hopewell was the only ~ |
Presbytery South of the Savannah. In the year 1821
the Presbytery of Georgia was set off; embracing the
sea-board country, and, in 1833, our own Presbytery.
Since that time the Presbyteries of ¥lorida and Chero-
kee have been formed. These five Presbyteries, now
constitute the Synod of Georgia, consisting, . at its last
and seventh annual meeting, of seventy-six -ordained
Ministers, and hdving under its care 117 Churches;
i and some 5,000 communicants.. Thus, my brethern,
- has the Lord been with His Church in the wilderness.—

Benjamin, and Manassah, He hasstirred up His strength, -
and came and saved us. And now, as we turn oir eyes

“from the uttering of the first Macedoman ery by the
people of Briar Creck, ‘‘Come over and help us,’’ .until .
the present day, we may well exclaim, ¢ What hath the
i Lord wrought?’’  Surely, ‘“Thou hast brought a “vine
« out of Egypt; Thou didst plant it; Thou hast pre-
pared room before it, and hast caused it to take deep
root. She has sent ont her boughs unto the /sea, a.ng
her branches unto theriver.”” [P’s.80: 8—11.] “Leét J
us thank God and take courage.” R
But from this general review of the early establish- . {f

consideration of some additional inducements for the
indulgence of a grateful spirit; by marking the pro-
gress of Christ’s cause within our own, territorial lim-
its, during a few past years, and within the memory.of
~ many present. . : A

. Some twenty-eight years .since, a young and inex-
perienced Ministér sought a home in the extreme

He has led Joséph like a flock.  Before Ephraim and - 2

to survey the intervening period of eighty-six years, «

ment of onr Church in: this State, let us turn to the. [§




AN NN AN AN

Western settlements of the ‘State. The. regi('nil was
then the ultima thule of civilization—a rough, unculti--

vated frontier.  On the adjacent Western hills; dwels
the red man of the forest; and toward the' South were
the homes and hunting grounds of the Crecks and

Cherokees. Fromthe Alleghany range, on the North,to
the, Appalachian Bay, on the Soutfl, no Presbyterian -

Church existed. The vast territory now covered by
the Presbytery of I'lint River was then, in the main,

not only a moral, but a savage wild. Ay
It was in the year 1823, that an adventurous Mis-
gionary (he yct lives) wandered into the new settlements,
and finding a few Presbyterians in the county of Gwin-
nett, he organized them into a Church. It numbered
only eleven members. “Thus Old Fairview is the eldest
| born sister of the. Churches of 'Flint River. Of this
- little flock, the youthful laborer to whom we ‘have just

alluded, took charge. In the year 1825 he was install-

ed its pastor. He toiled in the sehool-room during the
week, and preached in the log-cabin Sanctiary on the
“Sabbath. ‘The Lord prospered the labor of his hands,
- and in less than ten years that infant Church ‘had be-
come.a strong man—it'numbered  three hundred " com-
municants. ¢ . : :
In' process of time, theIndian was removed from

the South-Western horders of the State, and they & .
became the home of civilization and Christianity. - La- . <f

borers from different regions entered the Vineyard, sus-

tained by the Georgia Domestic Missionary Society, .
and Church after Chuxch arose, and revival succeeded

revival, until Hopewell Presbytery, so small in'its in-

cipiency, became so unwieldy, by reason of the increase

of members, Ministers and Klders, that ifs division
became indispensable to the successful transaction of
its business, and Flint River was, therefore, set off. At
this day we number forty-one. Churches, twenty Minis-
ters and some two thousand communicants.

. Thus has the Lord made us a Ii\éOPle/ who were mo-
people, and made us to ride upon the high glaces of the -

earth, and fed us with the heritage of Jacob, - By our

Ministry, God has called, and convinced, and saved
TR 270 ‘
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multitudes amongst us. e has colleeted us together
and made us lively stones of His spiritual house, and
members of His fmmily, and of the houschold of God.—
“This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our
eyes.”  Times of spiritunl desertion we have experi- |
enced ; yet the cause of God, the causeof Truth and

! Righteousness, has never retrograded among us.  Our

light has not waned, neither has it.stood still. +Seldom
have we been permitted to assemble as a Church Judi- |
catory since our orgenization, that good tidings of the

progress of Christ’s Kingdom, in some %art of our Zion,
have not gladdened our hearts. God has been rearing
our walls. This man and that has been Dborn within
them. This man and that has said, ¢ We will go with
you, for God is with you.”” Nor have we been with-
out tokens of the Divine presence and approbation as a
Presbytery. As individuals, we have gone forth from
time to time weeping, bearing precious seed, but have
been permitted to return, rejoicing, bearing our sheaves
with us. Upon our Churches the réviving influences of
the Holy ' Ghost. have descended, sometimes as the co-
pious shower, at others as the dew upon the tender herb.
In a single year, hundreds have been redeemed from ¢
Sin and Death, and added to our Churches. The Loxd ' |

" has, indeed, opened “‘rivers in high places and fountains
»in the midst of the vallies.”” He has made “‘the wild-

erness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of wa-

" ter.””  But not only for this measure of external pro-

gress, which has ‘attended our’ personal efforts, should
we be grateful, but likewise for that peace and harmony
which has generally abounded among us ; and for that
soundness’ in doctrine and unflinching fidelify to the {
order and discipline of our Chureh which has ever = ¢
characterized us as a Presbytery. ‘When defection was |
rife in many of our sister Presbyteries ; when division,
contention, and every evil work, were laying waste
many other portions of the Presbyterian heritage in the
United States, we dwelt in peace: every member of
this Presbytery, with a single exception, giving in his

* adhesion ez animo to our standards and the acts of our

Supreme Judicatory. Then was the Great Head of
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" the Church with us 3 and when allseeméd to threaten ship-
wreek -to others, He rebuked the sca, and hushed the {}
storm around us.  God spoke out of the bush, and the - 3
flames which fastened upon others, threatening to de- |
vour them, swept by us without harm. © The Lord did
“dwell in our Zion. He was round about us as a wall of
fire, and he was the glory and defence in‘the midst of
us. - No one has ever been charged with heretjeal opin-
ions belonging to our body, nor has it ever fallen to our
unhappy lot to deépose any one of our number for im-
morality. Here, then, brethren, we may raise our Eb- §
enezer and sing, ¢ Hitherto the Lord has helped us.”—
Yet, let me remind you, that‘in the midst of our gratu- - |;
lations we should not forget how far short we have fallen
of the full measure of our duty—and how poorly we have |
requited Him who has called and honored us with a place
in His Church and a part in the Ministry of reconcilia~
tion, - How little, indeed, have we done for Him who
hag commanded us to *“Qccupy till He come.””  We
mdy well rejoice, but it.should be avith trembling, lest,
when the Master comes, He shall find us idle. o
In closing this pait of our discourse, we cannot for-
bear directing your eye, from the commanding position
we'now occupy, to the progress that Preshyterianism has
made, during the last hundred and fifty years; in this
country ; and, as we contemplate its small beginnings;
and its present extended ‘influence and enlarged opera-
tions, we should in the depth of our souls ¢‘thank Ged,”
and draw from thence: encouragement as to the future.
Contrast, I beséech you, the present state of our own
branch of the great Presbyterian family in the United _
States, with that little  Presbytery which met in Phila--  {}-
delphia in 1705. +To-day we number more than two §
thousand and fifty,-Ministers, 'twenty-seyen hundred
' Churches, and over fwo hundred and twenty thousand |}
commmunicants ; and, if united with the other branch
from which we were.separated” a few years since, we
should at this juneture have more than thirfy-fiye hun-
dred Ministers, forty-three hundred Churches,and three
lundred and seventy thousand communicants.’ °

1 1f wo should embrace all those Churches in the United States, who substanti:.
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We state these facts, not i or. Wodm‘
Iy, but that we may cause the hands which hang |
wn to be lifted up, and that trembling, ft_m'ful hearts
may be cmboldened, and pure minds:stirred up by §
way of’!remembrance, ‘Then, we pra you,,hﬂ&-e:‘x\ !
“l{emezhbe: the days of old : consider the years of |
many gencrations : ask thy Father, and: He will shew
thee :" thy Elders,and they” will tell thee. The Lord’s
portion is His people : Jacob is the lot of His inherit-
ance. He found him in a desert land, and in a waste |
! howling wilderness: He led him about, He instrueted . §

" -him;7Hle lﬁept him as the apple of his eye.”” [Deut.

{ 82: 7-10. . . .
We now proceed to consider : - : ,
II.. The encouragement we should draw from a review

of our past history as to the future. " o,
Paul not only ‘‘ thanked God” but  took courage.”

The Lord had sustained him hitherto, and prospered his

way ; should he not trust Him for all that was to come?

Now, if there should be one timorous soul here to-day

among Christ’s servants--—-one fearful of heart, ready

to cower before real or apprehended obstacles, let him,
in the first place, open his great commission, and read
the great promise with which it concludes, *“ Lo, I am
with you always, even unto the end of the world.”’---

This is the . precious promise of the ascending Re-

deemer, and the Bible contains many of like import.---

The Church of God has,,in every age, experienced

their verification. The gates of Hell have not prevail-

ed against her. All the artillery of the powers «of

Darkness has failed to knock a single stone from her

battlements ; or to lay prosterate in the dust, even the

most feeble defender on her ramparts. The cry has
still ‘been, “‘ Rejoice not against-me, O -mine enemy,

ally adopt the Presbyterian form of Governmen‘t and Discipline, nunder the title of
the “PressYTERIAN FaAupLy,” it doubtless queeds in numbers any other denomi~ .
nation in the land.” Not only all Presbyteriaus, properly so ealled, but ‘also the
Agsociate Reformed, Dutch Roformed, German Reformed, Cumberlands, &e¢. reccive
and practice. the same ecclesinstical ordor:ln‘nd if we add to these, all those in |
Europe, to wit : in Ireland, Scotland, England and Wales; and on the Continént,
in Prussia, Switzerland, Hungary, &c. who adhere to Presbyterian rules of Govern-
ment, it is doubtless the largest evangelical denomination in the world.
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when I fall T shall arise ; when I sit in darkness, the
Lord shall be a light unto me.” [Mie. 7: 8.] =

The dragon has often opened his mouth and poured
forth a flood of waters on the woman (the Church) as
she has fled from his fury into the wilderness ; yet they
have served only to purify,and not te overwhelm and
destroy her. “Her progress is onward to the triumphant

kindreds and nations of earth :. “The kingdoms of this,
world, shall’ all hecome the kingdoms of our Lord and
ofHis Christ; and He shall reign for ever and eyer,”’

To push on .the work to-this glorious result, we are
all solemnly pledged by our covenant vows ; and to each
one -a portion of the wall to be builded, is dssigned.
The work, it is true, is great and arduous, but let us
remember the reward is infinitely glorious---even a
crown of glory that fadeth not away. But when we
would efficiently and successfully accomplish any labor
of out hands, my brethren,<it is necessary that we first
make an estimate of its nature and magnitude ; for,
¢“which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not
down first and counteth the cost, whether he have suf-
ficient to finish.”” The Missionary field in this Pres-

ergies successfully to cultivate it, This fact will.be ful-
ly evinced by adverting to a few statistical facts.

.. The Presbytery of Flint River' covers a territory
equal in extent, to thirty-three connties, or one-third of
the State. -+ The aggregate population of these counties,
according to the census of 1850,+was three hundred and
| . sixty-nine thousand :two hundred-and forty-four, or

tion of the State.  In one of these counties we have
four Churches, in-ten.others we have two Churches
each, in fifteen we haye one Church, and in seven we
have no Church of our denomination: . The number of
persons who statedly -attend our ‘Ministry does not,
probably exceed ten tliousand, of whom only two thous-
and are-communicants. “If -we allow to éach of the oth-
er two prevailing denominations'in these counties treble

day, when the great acelaim shall go up from all the

[Rev. 11: 15.] ;

bytery is large, and will require-all our means and en- -

considerably more than one-third of the entire popula-.
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this number who reg % ‘_"( :
thirty thousand to cach, it is a E ¢
“ance,) we have, in the a rate, seventy thousand souls
brought occasionally under Gospel wc.nd av-
ing a balance, amounting to nearly t hundred thou-
sand, accountable, immortal beings, hastening to the
retributions of Eternity ¢ without God and without |
hope’’—ithout Christian instruction, or saviug knowl-
edge-—without a sanctuary, or a Minister of Jesus Christ,
to point the way and lead to Heaven, B LU A
~There is yot anotlier phase of this picture, which
~ should excite our earnest solicitude. _Only three of out
forty-one Churches enjoy, at present, the ministrations
of the Gospel every Sabbath ; fourteen or fifteen  are
served twice in each month. ~The. résidue receive ‘the
Bread of Life once in each month, with the exeeption of
some three or four, who do not receive even this small
pittance. But let me bring to yourmotice still another
fact in the case we are considering. Itis of an as-
- tounding character, and should deeply affect our hearts :
I'mean the moral condition of our Slave population. The
laws of the land and our own interests constrain us to
care for their physical welfare ; andy surely, the love of
Christ and the worth of their souls should impel us to
regard their spiritual well-being. An immense responsi-
bility rests upon us in this matter.* Look at a fact or
two in-the case. The colored population within our ‘¢
bounds, aceording to the last census returns,is one hun- |
dred and fifty thousand five hundred and thirteen..---
In one-half the counties they éxceed, numerically, the
white population. "In a few of ‘them they double it ;
and this is especially true of the Southern portion of
the Presbytery. “Now, to this class of people we have
but recently turned ourattention, as an objeet of sépa-:
rate and independent effort. = We hayve one Missionary
who ¢ devotes at-least half his time exclusively to this
interésting work,’’ is the language of the last report
made to.the Synod on this department of our Mission-
ary. labor.. But, my brethren, what is this among so
many ? Only think : One hundred and fifty thousand
-Slaves within our limits; and one Missionary of ‘the
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“Presbyterian Church devoting half his time in preach-
ing the Gospel of salvation to them! . I am aware that
most of our Ministers devote a portion of their timie to
the special benefit of this people, and that ‘¢ increasing
interest is felt in their religious instruction.”’. Yet
there is abundant reason for every Christian heart to:
bleed over the destitute and perishing condition ofthese
“heathen at our doors.” We all confessedly admit
that there is no field which promises richer results, or
a more abundant harvest. The Patriot, the Philan-
thropist, and the Christian are all interested in pushing
forward every scheme proposed for the moral and re-
ligious improvement of this people. Their elevation, in
thus point of view, advances the prosperity of the coun-
try, the peace of society, and the glory of Christ.

" This is a very hurried glance at the work before us :
yet it is sufficient to show us something of its magni-
tude. You are doubtless convinced of this fact, that,
¢ there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.”
The great question now to be determined, is, ““Are we
able to go up and possess it 2> I wait for a response.
Do I hear some fearful soul angwer, ¢ We benot able ;
we have neither the men of might, nor the means to sus-
tain them in the conflict which must be waged with the
powers of Darkness. 'The great giants Infidelity, Igno-
ance, Indifference, a Pleasure-loving ard a God-hating
world: are there. They are mighty and strong, and .|
dwell in their walled cities ?? . Oh, these are the mur- - |
murings of  unbelief. Hearken to the command of your -

-

well able to overcome it.”” Andif the Lord go np with
us we need not fear. And who will,” upon-a review-of
the past, for a single moment doubt the approval of the
Divine Head of the Church? Has He not been with us
since the earliest planting of the Church on thesé West-
ern shores, as a_ pillar of cloud by day and of fire by
night ? ; :

gLet, then, the past inspire us with confidence and hope
in the future, ol . :

I. Because the difficulties and trials we have experi-
enced, we shall experience no more. :

g e ee. _ oo il bl
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The Israclites never passed through the waters of
the Red Sea but once. The pursuing I ians they
saw no more after the floods swallowed th They
traversed the wilderness but ene time. They thirsted
only once, and the waters from the rock followed them
all their journey through. They hungered but once,
and the Lord gave them breadfrom Heaven until “they
did eat of the old corn of the land.”> s

The days of our feebleness are past.  Our individual
and collective trials have measurably disappeared. It
is most certain that, that part of the wilderness through
which we have been jowrneying, we shall never retrace.
The sun-light of Heavenly approbation gilds our towers,
and the darkness of earlier days is retiring, never more
to return. Let us take courage, then, and our watch-
word be ‘¢ Onward.”’ ; ¢ . '

The planting of a Church in a new and uncultivated
country, it.must be admitted, is attended with much
self-denial, and requires a large share of moral courage.
The discouragements are not few, and the obstacles are
multitudinous. We sympathize with the devoted Foreign
Missionary as he toils, amid the deep night of Heathen-

4. ism, to plant the Cross and hold forth the sufficiency of

a crucified Saviour to the benighted understandings of a
cavilling and idolatrous people, who reject the council
of God with persevering obstinacy and bitter hatred.—
Our souls are moved within us, as His lamentations

come, wafted to us on the winds from the distant abodes

of cruelty: this is ‘““a people laden withiniquity, a seed.

of evil doers, children that are corrupgters. This is a
rebellious people, lying ‘children, children that will not
hear the law of the Lord.”” [Isa.l1: 11, 30, 9.]
Nor have our newly settled . territories been exempt
from many of the evil$ which depress the hearts of God’s.
servants in other and less favored lands. Think of the
Domestic Missionary of other days,who, as he threaded
his way through the forests, was compelled to do his’
¢ thinking”” on horse-back—to preach, as he had oppor-

- tunity, in the dwellings of the settlers; where one room

served for parlor, chamber and kitchen, or in some log-

cibin sanctuary, or under the covert- of a tree. He
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“fared scantily, slept coldly, traveled through rain and
snow, and erossed deep and turbid streams. No warm
home received him—he had no well-stored library, or
comfortable study, where he might hold converse with
the wise and good of other days, and draw inspiration
from the sacred page, and then, with well beaten oil, re-
pair.to the house of God. In these days of trial and
sorrow, we had no Missionary Boards or Committees, to
whose vigilent care was entrusted the collection of funds
and supplying the wants of the laborer.!

But those days have gone by. The facilities of com-,
munication are now easy and rapid.. Society has be-
come more refined and intelligent. Our people place a
higher éstimate on'the privileges of a preached gospel:
A more competent and certain provision is made for the
maintainance of the Missionary. “Yes; the difficulties
we have experienced we shall experience no more.—
Those enemies have fled, and past successes beckon us
on to other and,more glorious conquests.

Let the past encourage us as to the future,

1 As an example ‘of the toils"and sufferings of the oariy Missionaries in Goorgis,

I present the caso of the Rov. John Hodge, related by the Rev. Dr. Cunningham,
Iate of Tuscaloosa, Ala., in the communication, from which an extract has beon

_already given. i

Mr. Hodge was a young man from Kentucky, who came to Georgia in feeblos
health. Having in some measure regained his healtly, he sought employment in his
Master's service. **Hearing of a Ladies’ Society in Savannab,” remarks Dr.C., *who
were anxious to employ a Missionary, brother H. made himself known, and receiv-
ed their appointment. The field of his labor lay among a poor, scattered population,

many of them unable to feed either himself orhishorse. Hence brother Hodge hadto -

purchase and pack his proyender, and carry it on his own horse, ds much as would
lagt him tem or tyelye days; and when that was out, he would return to Savan-
nah, like the sons of old Jacob, and buy more corn.. He was himself fed and lodg-
ed badly. AMr. Hodge continued six or ecight months preaching to, and exhorting.
this poor, scattered, destitute people.”

Mothinks, such work would go rather roughly with most of our young Ministers

of the present day. ‘It has been observed, that our young men, generally, when ,

they leave the Seminary, manifest a great reluctance to bear hardness in a field
of trial, but aspire at once to a comfortable settlement in some town or tity

‘Church, before they have put on the harness or fought their first hattle. The fact
‘is greatly, to bo regrebted. It wasnot thus thirty or forty years ago in Georgis, as
_some now liying can testify. Young men should go forth among the destitute and

waste places, and lcarn to sympatize with the needy. Look at young Hodge,
mounted on his horse with his sack of corn, traversing tho pincy-woods of Effing
ham and Scriyen, even to the head waters of the Ogechee, that he might preach
the-everlasting Gospel to the poor, ignorant, people who 'dwelt in thoso desert

plains, and any'yoqng man, does'it compork with that call you profess to have re- *

oceived to the work of the Ministry to idle away your days, waiting till gome
wealthy Church calls you to become its pastor?

st
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2. Because, amid all changes, our Rock and Help is
the same.

- There is no God like the God of Jeshurun. He is
the all-sufficient and unchangable God. His arm has
ever gotten Him the victory over His enemies. The re-
membrance of Amalek 1s blotted out from wunder
Heaven. [Deut. 25: 19.] “He has graven Zion’s
name upon the palms of his hands : her walls are con-
tinually before him.”” His love for her remains the
same in all ages. ‘“ A woman may forget her suckin
child, that she should not have compassion on the son o%
her womb : yea, she may forget, yet will not I forget
thee,’” saith the Lord. The God who delivered Israel
out of all his troubles, and brought him into a land
flowing with milk and honey, yet lives and reigns for
the redemption of His Church. He still loves the gates
of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. [Psalm
87:2.] Though the walls of Jericho rise high, crowned
with numerous defenders, yet in the name of the Lord
they shall be overthrown. Though the opposition of
the powers of Darkness is potent, yet is the word.of God
mighty to pull down their strong-holds, and dislodge
their possessors. : .

On this fact, the immutability of God’s counsels
and designs regarding His cause, the Church should
ever rest, without a solitary, trembling apprehension as
to the final triumph. The Lord is round about his peo-
ple as the mountains are round about Jerusalem.

The remembrance of past days has always proved to
God’s people a source of strength and comfort. It was
thus to his ancient heritage. The chosen tribes could
never forget the strong arm that had brought them out
of the house of bondage, and led them through the
wilderness. They could never forget the seasons of Di-
vine interposition and deliverance from their numerous
enemies, when he brought them out of the captivity of
Babylon to enjoy the freedom and religious ordinances
of their native land. They could ever sing, in view of
these merciful dealings,” ‘‘ There is none.holy .as the
Lord ; for there is none beside Thee ; nor is any Rock
like our God’> [1. Sam. 2: 2.] Andin later times,
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the Church, in the midst of fiery trials, stood, like the
burning bush of Horeb, unconsumed, confiding with un-
wavering confidence in His promised presence and guid-
ance : and when her blood flowed freely from ten
thousand martyred saints, God caused it to produce a
more abundant seed to serve Him. In the times of the

Reformation, as the great red dragon sought to destroy

her, her Lord ‘gave her the wings of & great eagle,
that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place’’
from his rage and. malice. i[Rev. 12: 13, 14.] He has
watched over usas a part of that great family which is
named in Heaven and Earth—enlarging ourborders and
strengthening our hands. Our God is the same to-da
as in the days of our fathers—a rock against which the
waves ineffectually beat—a helper whose hand none can
stay. Withhumble steadfast reliance on that Arm, one
has been able to chase a thousand, and two to put ten
thousand to flight. .

As we survey the extent of the field which we are
called «apon to cultivate, the desolations to be builded
up, does some pne begin to cast around him, and en-
quire : ‘“ Where are the laborers? Whence are we to
obtain twenty or thirty « Missionaries, to preach to the
hundreds of thousands of perishing souls ?”’ * Let usnot
forget, my brethren, that as God raised up deliverers of
His people of old, in the persons of Gideon and Barak,

- Sampson and Jephthe, and David and Samuel, and the

prophets, so will He raise up Ministers qualified for the
work to be done. Heis the Lord of the Harvest,and in
answer to thefervent prayers of His people, He will
raise up laborers toreap the whitening fields. Godwill
send them from the East and the West to the field
where His work is tobe done ;. yea, God can cause many
now in the over-crowded secular professions to cast
aside their Blackstones and Cullens and hasten to the
study of the Book of Books. He can, from the very
stones, raise up sons to Abraham. But some one may
be ready to ask, again: *If we had the men, where are
the means' to sustain them with food and raiment?’—
Let us not forget, that the gold and the silver, and the
cattle upon a thousand hills belong unto the Lord. To
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this service they are and shall be oonaeorated We all
rejoiced last year to hear that our ‘¢ ten Missionaries,

: supplyinﬁ cighteen Churches and Stations had all been

supported during the year; and that the whole means
expended in their support had been derived from our
own Churches.”” It sent a thrill of delight through
every heart, to learn that Flint River, was at least, not
a consuming Presbytery. But what the Churches
have done for this cause heretofore, we confidently be-
lieve is only a tithe of what the{ are able to do, and,
with the blessing of God, will do, to plant other
Churches, and build up feeble ones. There are ten
Churches in Flint River Presbytery, we doubt not,
ready to give one thousand dollars a-year, and twenty
others a like sum to promote this cause, and thereby
grow richer in faith and good works, yea, richer in
earthly possessions; for *‘the liberal soul shall be
made fat; and he that watereth shall himself be wa-
tered.”” [Prov. 11: 25.] :

But let us take courage,

3. Because Christ in all His merit and sympathy and

- fullness, remains unaltered and unalterable.

. The Church in all ages has lived by faith in Him—in
Him she has conquered and triumphed—in Him she has
stood fast. 'When she has abandoned this ground, she
has ever fallen an easy prey to her enemies.

‘Whenever she has gone down into Egypt for horses
and chariots, God has forsaken her. 'Whenever she has
turned away from the fountain of living waters, and fol-
lowed cunningly devised fables, and worshipped other
gods, He has given her up to be led into captivity. Let
her abandon the pure faith as it is in Christ—ocease to
rely upon the merits of a crucified Redeemer—cast
from her hands the holy doctrines of the word of God—
renounce her faith in the doctrines of sovereign, effica-
cious grace, so hated by the natural heart; let her abjure
implicit trust in that blood which cleanseth from all sin,
and that immaculate righteousness of a Saviour, which
can alone adorn the polluted, naked soul of the lost sin-

. ner; and from thence let her flee to the flimsy, totter-

ing, rotiten coyert of her own works, and the fading, per-
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ishing fig-leaves of her own r‘iﬁhteousness, and we
may write Ichabod upon her portals., Offended God will
leave her to leanness and barrenness; and blasting and
mildew shall rest upon all her horders. But while we
plead His merits and trust His omnipotent grace, we
ghall prevail. A wrestling Jacob was never denied the
solicited blessing. While Paul plants and Apollos wa-
ters, God gives the increase. And, O!let us never for-

et the sympathy of the divine Saviour for His Church.
%‘Ie feels for her, and He will have compassion on her.—
To-day, that sympathy is as strong and fresh towards
His Church as when He parted with His sorrowing disei-

les on Mount Olivet. He is as much moved with the
feeling of herinfirmities, as when He turned and fixed that
mournful look on the recreant Peter ; and He is as free

to forgive and restore, as when He asked that erring dis-

ciple again and again, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest
thou me?”’ Let us joyfully trust Him, then, for He
¢is the same yesterday and forever.” -

“T can do all things through Christ which strength-
eneth me,’’ said the Apostle. Let Christ be with the
Church, and mountains are removed, and their basis be-
come as the garden of God. She takes up the trium-
phant challenge uttered by the Prophet: ¢ Who art
thou, O great mountain? before Zerubabel, thou shalt
bring forth the head-stone thereof with shoutings, cry-
ing, Grace, grace unto it.”” Let us, then, be encouraged
to go forward, since we have the succor and fullness of
our Redeemer to supply every want.

Let us take courage, _

4. Because the Spirit’s efficient agenay .is still with.
the Church to guide, support and comfort it. '

The word of the ascending Saviour has been fulfilled
and verified in ten thousand instances : ‘ The Comfort-
er, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send
in my name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all
thin%s to your remembrance, whatever I have said unto
you.”” The memories of past daysiare sweet and re-
freshing, when the stately goings of the Lord were wit-
nessed in His sanctuary, and when He caused grace to

““ drop on us as the rain, and distill as the dew, as the '
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small rain upon the herb, and the showers upon the
grass.”” [Deut. 32: 2.] The remembrance of these sea-
sons of refreshing, should banish all discouragment
from every heart. With Him is the residue of the
Spirit, and Heaven’s windows are yet open, and the ear
of Jehovah yet hears the supplications of His people.
Well might we despond, if His holy influences were
withdrawn, if the celestial Dove should remove His dwel-
ling place from our Zion. But he is still within her, to
bless her sons, and impart success to their efforts. He
is still present to make the words quick and powerful,
and as the great hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces

Jer. 28:29.] We do look for days of refreshing
from the presence of the Lord. Past seasons were as
the first fruits, and they are the pledges of future pros-
perity and blessedness. Yes, He still wields that dou~
ble-edged sword which shall be sharp in the hearts of the
King’s enemies. [Ps. 45:5.] Clothed with spiritual
planoply, the feeblest instrument becomes a son of thun-
der. God can cause the battlements of Sin to totter and
fall before the blast of theram’s horns, asbefore the rich-
er and more harmonious tones of the silver trumpets.—
¢“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith
the Lord of Hosts.”” Let this be the motto inscribed
on our banner, and then ““speak to the people that they
go forward.” '

We should take courage,

5. Because the day of Christ’s universal dominion
is approaching. :

To Him:the heathen shall soon be given foran inher-
itance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for His
possession. The promises:and prophesies concerning
Christ’s universal triumph over the powers of Darkness,
are the windows of the temple which let in the rays of
comfort and joy. Wide spread as are the effects of the
curse—dreary and desolate as it has rendered earth—
bold and daring as the rebellion of man has become—and
strongly as the powers of Hell have entrenched them-
selvesin the human heart; it is, nevertheless, a cheering,
Jjoyful fact that the Christian may take his stand on the
great and precious promises of the Divine word and sing,




Inspire confidence in the Future.

“Jesus shall reign wher¢’er the Sun
Doth his successive journeys run.”’

The signs of the times indicate that the day of mil-
lenial glory is drawing nigh. May we not even now
behold its first blush tinging the horizon? The nations

are receiving the word of Life—the isles of the sea are.

beginning to rejoice, and the Angel, having the everlast-
ing Gospel to preach unto all men, is stretching his pin-
ions for his glorious flight. All along the coasts of heath-
enism the watch-fires of the Missionary have been kind-
led, and he has gone up to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp.

We constitute, my brethren, a part of that sacra- -

mental host, which must share in that mighty conflict,
and rejoice with the redeemed in the final victory.—
And when we look to our glorious Leader, can we doubt
for a single moment the successful issue of the contest?
Majesty encircles his brow—He is riding from con-
quering to conquer ; grace is poured into I—ins lips ; and
His sceptre is a sceptre of righteousness and power.—
The world’s subjugation to His sovereign sway is sure,
for God hath decreed it. “Our cause is the cause of God
and Truth against the workings of Satan and Falsehood.

The conversion of our fellow-men at home hastens
the salvation of those in ‘heathen Jands—hastens the
universal spread of the Gospel. Every converted soul
brings a new ally to Christ. Every converted soul, is
another mighty instrumentality raised up to pray, and
toil, and give for the salvation of those sitting in the
shadow of Death. Home Missions, and Foreign Mis-
sions, thus sustain mutual relations, and have a reflex
influence upon each other. Then,,

“TFather of Mercies! speed the promised hour;
Thy kingdom come, with all restoring power;
Peace, virture, knowledge, spread from pole to pole,
As round the world the ocean-waters roll :

Hope waits the morning of celestial light;

Time plﬁmes his wings for everlasting night:
Unchanging seasons have their march begun;
Millenial years are hastening to the sun”
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¢ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast,
immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain
in the Lord.”? [1. Cor. 15: 58.]

But, finally, let us take courage, :

6. In prospect of meeting to celebrate the great ju-
bilee of the Church in Heaven.

Some of our number have passed over the flood since
our existence as a Presbytery; othersof usare nearing
the river : others yet are coming, and we shall all, ere
long, pass over, and join the General Assembly of the
Church of the first born in the Canaan above. And
when resting there, we shall never, never look back with
regret upon the toil and sacrifices of earth. The poor
wandering Missionary of the Cross will never grieve
that he wasso scantily fed, or meanly clothed, as he
prosecuted his work and labor of love on earth, when
he shall have been gathered with all the saints in that
one vast, innumerable company on the plains of Celesti-
al Glory. We may well, indeed, endure hardness for

- a few days here, with such a cheering prospect before

us, of enjoying forever the undisturbed, unending com-
munion of Heaven, with Saints and Angels. What is
one short night of toil, compared with that morning of
joy and day of eternal repose, where we shall join in that

rand and universal anthem, ‘“Alleluia, Alleuia, for the

ord God Omnipotent reigneth! blessing, and glory,
and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power,
and might, be unto otr God forever and ever.” O,
what a day of joy and exultation will that be, when
each reaper in the great harvest of the world shall come
bearing his sheaves, ‘“ and everlasting joy shall be upon
his head, and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.”’
There will meet Prophets and Apostles and Martyrs :
the laborers from the East, the West, the North, the
South. Therewill stand the faithful Pastor, surrounded
by his happy, ransomed flock. There will' appear the
Missionary from India and China, from Africa and the

far-distant isles of the sea, with a multitude redeemed

from the darkness of heathenism and the curse of Idol-
atry. And there will meet the pioneer Missionaries of

’
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our own and other lands, who sought out the few scat-
tered sheep in the wilderness, and planted Churches,
reared the standard of the Cross, and gathered the
Lambs of the flock into the Sabbath School, and fed
them with the bread of life. And there will come the
laborer among the colored descendants of Afrie’s race,
bearing with him a multitude, to join their kindred, re-
covered by the power of Christ’s salvation, from the
low and grovelling superstitions of that cursed, degrad-
ed land of Ham. Then, will go up one mighty, joy-
ous shoutfrom the redeemed of every kindred and tongue
and people, and nation. Then, will they join to “ sing
the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of
the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works,

Lord God Almighty ; just and true are thy ways,
thou King of Saints.”” There,

“ No grief, can change their day to night;
“The darkness of that land is light
Sorrowing and sighing, God has sent
Far hence, to endless banishment ;

And never more may one dark tear
Bedim their burning skies:

For every one they shed while here
In fearful agonies,
Glitters a bright dazzling gem
In their immortal diadem,”

Brethren, I have done. Let us arise and build ; for
the time to build the Lord’s house has come. Let Pres-
byterians within the bounds of Flint River Presbytery
do their duty. Let them give to this noble cause as God
shall prosper them. It is the ‘“ power of the littles’’.
that accomplishes great things. The little rills from
yonder mountains, make the mighty river. The little
drops of water, fill the vast depths of the ocean. A
little fire kindleth a great matter. The little sums fill
the Missionary Treasury. God brings great results out
of little causes. Then, let the experience of the past
inspire us with confidence in the future. Panl thanked
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