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1 COR. xii. 12, 25, 26, 27.

F O R as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that
one body, being many, are one body, fo is Chrifl,

T hat there fbould be no fchifm in the body, but that all the members fbould have
the fame care one of ancther.

And avbether one member fuffer, all the members fuffer with it ; or one member
be honoured, all the members rejoice awith it.

Now ye are the body of Chrifl, and memlers in particular,

PRINCIPAL defign of the Holy Spirit in this chapter
is to teach us,

1. That his gifts to his people are diverfe, fome having one,
fome another, (v. 8, 10) eaeh of which are of ufe, and defigned
for the edification of the church.

2. That the relation, conne€tion and duties of church-members, to one
another, is fitly reprefented by the natural body, which confilts of many
mcmbers, united by the ftrongeft bonds, and mutually caring for each
other ; mourning or rejoicing together, and each purfuing one giand
objeét, viz. the good, cdification and happinefs of the whole.

This, in a moving manner, not only teaches us our duty to onec another ;
but gives a check to the pride of thofe who glory in their gifts, (of
which there were many in that church—v. 8, 9, 10) and ferves to check
the fpirit of pride in thole, lefs richly endowed, who, through euvy at
fuch as excelled, withed to affume influence and ftations higher than
Providence had allotted them. ¢¢ The contention and fchifm in that
¢ church, fays Mr. Henry, was about precedency ; as moft quarrels ameng
¢¢ Chriftians are, with whatever pretences they are gilded over: and it is
‘““ no wonder that this fhould extinguith charity. When all would ftand
‘“in the firft rank, no wonder ig they joftle and thruft back others.”
Envy is a reftlefs, and often an incurable paffion. Who, fays Solomon,
can fland before envy 2 And we read, that for envy, i. e. at Chrift’s popu-
larity, and becaufe the world, as the Pharifees faid, was gone after him,
the great council or fynod of the church firft cenfured, and then delivered
him to Pontius Pilate for a final {entence againtt his life.  Gifts are to
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be valued for ufc; but they are often an obje@ of cnvy, and fuel for
pride and contention. This the apoftle endeavours to prevent, in this
chapter, by fhewing the union of all in one body ; and in the next, by
pointing out the more excellent way of love and charity, which is to be pre-
ferred to all other fpiritual, natural and acquired gifts,

The words I have read you, as the theme of this difcourfe, exhibit a
beautiful pi€turefque of this heavenly, benign, haly, godlile temper, in which
confilts the fum of Chrittianity, the image of God, the fultilling of the
law, the peace and happinefs of ftate, cliurch, focicties and familics ; yea,
the very glory, joy and bleffednefs of heaven,  Without this, the moft
fhining gifts are at belt as founding brafs and tinkling cvmbals, which euter-
tain others with {weet melody, but have neither life nor fenfe themfelves.

Thefe words, which compare the church of Chrift to our natural body,
teach us,

Doct.] That all the difciples of Chrift, in their refpedtive flations,
are under ftrong bonds to take care of the whole body, and of cach mem-
ber in particular.

To illuftrate this, I will thew,

I. What that care is which every difciple of Chrift fhould take of the
whole body.

II. How they are to take care of cvery particular member.,
III. Shew the obligations all are under, to take fuch care.

I. What that care is which cvery difeiple of Chrift {liould take of the
whole body.

Chrift is not divided ; he and his church are but one ; and therefore the
Clurct, 1 Y (CXiy 15 called C/’)r:"/?. and in jer. z:z%ii. 16, fhe is, for the
fame reafon, called the L ord sur righierufnefs, ufter the name of ues rfhand
Chrift, both being but ene : and this onenceis lies very near the heart of
Chrifty John xvii. zi, 22, 23. where he prays with great earneflnefs,
that they may be cne in him and with him, rcpeating this requedt in va-
rious forms, to ‘hew how much his heart was {ct ou this onenefs of his body.

Here I thall inquire,

I. What this body of Chnft 1s?

I1. What care lics on ns towards it ?

I. What docs this body of Chrift confift of ?

Of him, fays the infpircd Apottle, the achole family in beaven and earth it
namrd, as all in a family are named after the head of it.  ‘T'his body of
Chriit therefore confifts, .

1. OF giorified angeis. He 1s their head. They receive their being
end all their blefiednefs from him, and through hiw ; and are allput into
fubjeftion to him. He created them, and gave them their ftations in the
kingdom above ; and he is the great medium of all the joy and tleffednefs
they receive from the cternal Father. The Father communicates his
fulnefs to all creatures, in no way, but through Jefus Chrift, nor ever
will to all eternity, He is the invifible Gud, whofe eflence no eye hath
feen or can {ie, no, not angels, but as hie manifefls himfelf in aud through
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his Son ; 1. e, it and through the man Chrift Jefus, or the God-mat-
mediator : this was he by whom God made the worlds, and all things vi-
fible and invifible : this is he who upholds all things by the word of his
power : and it is from and through him that all the fulnefs of the eternal
Father flows out in creating, preferving and happifying all.  So that the
angels, as well as inen, depend on Chritt for all they are or have. They
therefore make up a p#rt, and a very principal part, of that glorious fa-
mily of which Chrifl igthe head and father, or governour ; and by virtue
of their union with him, they are to be confidercd as our brethren, and
one with us.

2. Allthe pious who have kft this world, and are gone to glory, are
the body of Chrift, 'T'hey, as we, owe, not only their being, but falva-
tion, to him. They are redeemed by his blood from among men, and, by
him, made kings and pricits to God, and reign with him.

3. All the rcal faints on carth belong to this boly of Chrilt.  Thefe,
as thofe in heaven, are redeemed by his blood, and faactified by his fpirit,
which, dwelling in chem, makes them one body with Lium, as truly as our
hauds or feet are one with our head ; and are as furcly happy, as the
mcmbers of our bodies when the head is happy and honoured.

4. The body of Chriit counfitts of all the vifible {aints on earth.  The
vifible church contilts of all thofe who are faints by calling, and profeilors
of the name and dollriues of Chritt. Mauny of thefe are Chriftians only
in name ; yet they are vifibly the body of Chrift, and belong to his houfe-
hold or family, and are training up for the paradife above; i. ¢. this 13
the end of all the means and advantages allowed them in his family.
Thefe we are to confider as bicthren and fellow-travellers to the celedtial
city. Among thefe there are many who wili finally fall fhort, and be
roiedted by Chrift, becaote unfraitful in his vineyard, though we know
not now who they arv: ana wilioves whofe infivmitics, fins aud weaknefles
make them appcar too like the enemies of Chuiit, liall £nally arrive to glory.
Thefe are the family or fcheol of Chrift 1n this world, and aie training
up for their future and cternal ftate of recompence. Thele are more pe-
culiarly the objects of our care, as beiug in the fame manfion o houfe

- with us.

. All the de@ belong to the body of Chrift.  Mary of thefe are yet
in their fins: but they are Chiit’s by a fpeciat gift from the Father ; and
in due time he will bring them into a vital unisn with himfclf, and they
fhall drink in of the fame fpirit. T'hey are, as yet, the unboin, though
deltined heirs of glory, and our brethren by virtue of the fcheme of fal-
vation, and eterral purpole of God, choofing them and us alike in Chrift
hefore the world began. |

6. The churciies io swhich we refpe@ively belong, are parts of this body
of Chrift. Thefe confilt of feveral particular members 3 and thefe ftand
in a more {pecial and near relation to cach other, thau to other parts of
the body, as being more within the reach, and under the eye of each other.
Thefe churches may be confidered more or lefs extended, as being either

national,
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national, provineial, claflical, or congregational ; or, in other words, as
united by a general affembly of a nation, by a fynod, by a prefbytery, by
a congregational elderfhip, or fome other mode of adminiftration ; as the
courts to which all the members of cach particular church or congrega-
tton are fubjeét in the Lord for order and government.

This is the body of Chn#t, for which we are to be careful. Which
leads me to fhew,

I1. What that care 1s we are to take of this body.

As thefe feveral parts of Chrift’s body are in different flates, they are
the {ubje€s of our attention and care in different refpeéts.

1. As to the glorious aungels, we necd have no folicitous care about
them ; yet they, becing members of the fame family, are worthily the ob-
itéts of onr attention : for,

(1.) We are to honour and reverence them as the fcrvants or minifters
of Chrift, fent by him to miailter to and for us. How folemn and pleaf-
ing the thought ! thofe glorious and bleffed fpirits continually attend on
us ; they guard us day and night-—infpect our fecret walks—accompany
us in nur journies—{urrourd our beds—decfend us from innumerable dan-
yrers, feen and unfeen—and doubtlefs, by divine order, they often influ.
ence our thoughts, and fuggelt to us ideas of great importance in the va.
rious bufinefles of life. - The apoltle urges reverence and decency, in the
worthip of God, by the confideration of the prefence of the angels in the
church 3 (1 Cor. xi. g.) and it would be of no fmall ufe to us to realize
that they are our conftant companions, and witnefles of all our behaviour.
If we fear to appear indccent in drefs, gefture, woid or adion, in the pre-
fence of great men ; how much more would a belief of the prefence of the
clerious angels, who ftand continually before the fuce of God our Saviour,
awe us into a decent and becoming conduét ?

(2.) Befides, we fhould attend to their excellent order and government.
Though the particular mode of thisis not revealed to us, yet we arc affured
that there ic, among them, a fubordination of inferiours to fuperiours:
thzre are thrones and dominicns, principalitics and power, among them.
Some angels are more exalted than others, and are fet in higher places of
rule and authority among the heavenly hoits : yet there is no envy, rebel.
lion, or ambition to rife above fuperiours ; nor any difpofition in fuperi-
ours to tyrannize over thofe below. Thofe blefled fpirits never feck do-
minton where God does not give it ; they exercife that authority only
which is entrufted with them. “They do not ftretch themfelves beyond
their meafure, as ambitious, finful, afpiring mortals do. Their order and
government is beautiful, fweet and glorious, and fhould animate us to a
cheerfnl imitation.

(3.) We ought to attend to their cheerful obedience and fubmiffion to
their Lord’s will.  They are fwift as lightning to execute his orders of
rengeance or Jove ; yea, to perform the moft difagreeable tafk, viz. to wait
aad tend upon finful men, women and children, who are wallowing in the

o.24% of fin and defilement ; who are continually affronting, abufing
and
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and vilifying their glorious Lord and King, and cafting the greateft cons
tempt on his authority, love and goodnefs.  They are fent forth to minifler to
thofe who flall be heirs of falvation, many of whom are among the moft
abandoned of finners. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Suck were fome of you ; but ye are
wafbed. How muft the tomachs of thofe holy beings turn at the fight of
fuch filthy wretches ; and yet, becaufe their Lord requires, they, with
perfe&t freedom and alacrity, wait on, prote&, nurfe and fcrve them, even
while fpurning at the love and authority of their Lord, and at all their
kind fervices for them. When we confider this their cheerful {elf-denial
and patience, we fhould with fervour pray, Thy will be dune by us on earth,
as it is dome by the glorious angels in heaven.

(4.) We thould confider their perfe& bleflednefs and happinefs in the
communications of the fulnefs of the Deity in and through their and our
head, ‘Jeius Chrift. Here they and awe hold a {weet and glorious commu-
nion, and are gathered together in one body, of which Jelus is the glo-
rious head.

2. We are alfo to be thoughtful of the glorified {aints ; not to be
anxious about them, for they are out of the reach of wants and prayers ;
but to love, honour, imitate, and long to be with them. We (hould think
of their once debafed, fuffering ftate, and their prefent glory and joy ;
that we may be animated to patience and perfeverance in our heavenly
race. They, as it were, look over the walls of the celeftial paradife, and
call to us in the moft animating language, faying, * Ye foldiers of
‘ Chrilt, now engaged in yonder ficld of toil, labour, battle and blood,
¢ keep up your courage, maintain your ground :—the enemy is pow-
‘¢ crful, and the conflit fbarp ; but your leader is almighty, and vour
“ vittory certain. Jcfus, your and our captain, leads to conqueft and
¢ crowns, honour and glory ; and will foon, with lLis own hand, place
‘¢ the royal diadem on your heads. We once, as you do now, rwereftled
“ hard : but the vi€ory is gained, and we triumph in unfading joy. "Be-
‘“ hold the crowns of glory on our heads—the palms of victory in our
“ hands—the robes of ftate, honour and dignity with which our Lord
‘“ hath clothed us. We now driuk, yea, bathe and {wim in the river, and
‘¢ eat abundantly of the tree of life, that is in the midft of the paradife of God.
¢ Our [orrows, pains, reproaches, are now all forgat,and Jclus, with his own
‘¢ foft hand, has wiped away all tears from our cyes. Hold out faith and
“¢ patience 2 little longer—a few more hard ftruggrles, and the day is your
¢ own—fear not, you fhall conquer, for he, in whofe caufe you fight and
*¢ {uffer, is mighty to fave ; and as he lives and reigns vitorious over all
““ his enemies, fo ye fhall very fhortly rife, reft and reign with him and us
‘¢ forever and ever.”’~—=There is Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, yca, all the
prophets, apoftles, martyrs and faints that have gone beforc. There is
your pious hufband, wife, parent, child, brother, fiter and {riend, who
left you behind to fight a little longer, and ripen for a more weighty
crown of glory. Thofe are looking on, and obfcruing your courage, zeal
and love for Chrift, and wifhing and longing to fee you fini'h vour courfe

ard
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and confli& with joy, and join the general affumbly of the firft born,

which are written in heaven.—Yea, there is God the judge of all ; and

there, O! there is Jcfus the mediator of the new covenant, the loving

and beloved redeemer, easting, and, as it were, reflefs, till we join the

joyful throng. Thefe then thould be the objects of our care, as bring
lorious members or parts of the body of Chrift,

3. The vifible faints on carth, being thofe my text chicfly relpes, call
for and are entitled to our more particular care asa part of the body of
Chnft, and members in particular.  Thefe are the houfchold of faith, to
whom we are efpecially comnianded to do good ; and, though thoufands
and millions of them are unknown to us, yet we are to be careful for
them. We are to pray for all faints ; to (eck of God, for them, pardaning,
Sirengthening, delivering and perfevering grace.  'We thould daily bear the
whole militant church on our hearts before God in carnet prayer, and
long that his kingdom might {pecdily come.

4. We ought to be peculiarly careful and concerned for thofe who are
yet in their fins, unconverted, and ftrangers to the great work of regene-
ration. Chrift prayed for all the Failicr had given him, though millions
of them were not then called ; and it becomes us to be folicitous and reft.
lefs in prayer, till every member of Chrift’s bedy fhall come to a perfe&
ftate in him. '

5. We muft exercife a ftill more fpecial care for the particular mem-
bers of that part of the body of Chrift, with which we are conne@ed as
members of a church——as,

(1.) When feveral churches are united in one confociation, prefbytery
or {ynod, then they are under more peculiar obligations to he careful for
each other, than for thofe with whom they are not fo connefted, w-caufe
they are more within the recach of each other’s help and affiltance.

(2.) The obligation to care fcr one another rifes ftill higher on thofe
who, living in a convenient vicinny, attend the publick worthip of Ged
ftatedly togcther.  This conftitutes a particular church: and their fre-
quent mectings amd neighbourhood giving them greater advantages to do
good to each other, than thofe have who live more remote, they are under

greater obligations to take care one of anuther, than of thole who are

more difconneted. Here there fhould be a more particalar care of cach

anember, for their furtherance in knowledze, faith, purity, unity and

love : for which end every one fhould be carcful to keep their place, and
not contend or ftrive for fuperiority, or higher ftatious in the church thaa
God has allotted them ; to be quiet, and do their owun lufinefs ; to keep or-

der, and preferve the rules of God's houfe. The particular charch,

whofc feveral members condu& thus, will lock forth us the norning, fuir as

the moon, clear as the Jun, and terrible as an army avith banners. 'They fhould
be careful to heal difordered members.  In this world there will be fuch &

always in the body, and they call for our tender care ; and we muft la.

bour to reftore them in the {pirit of mecknefs and charity : but when all

means fail, and the gangrened member endangers the bady, it muft be cut
off,
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off, as incurable, Ly fufperfion and excommunication for the deftruétion
of the fleth, that {pirit may be faved in the day of f the Lord Jefus. And
fo the good and falvation of ally even of difordercd members, 1sto be cared
for by all—cvery member fhould feek the edifying of the whole body,
and of every particular membcr, in love.

TII. Shew the obligations all are under to take {ych care.

- Here alarge ficld opeas, and 1nvites our vitw ; but, waving particulars,
I fhall juft obfcrve, : #

T'hat we all feel within ourfelves a fpccxal care of each member of our
natural botly. The fmalleft member cannot receive the flightcft injury
without affecting the whole ; and the head, with all the other members,
fuffers with it ; and all unite, according to their feveral offices, and exert
cvery faculty to defend or healit,  Tf the leait bone be out of joint, how
is the whole body alarmed and roufed to attion, care and pains tu reduce
it to order, and never can relt till this be done.  So if honour be flicwn
to one member, all the others rejoice with it.

Happy, unipeakably happy, would the church be, if the fame tender
care fhould tuke place amo. 1 all its members,  ‘T'he reafons obliging to
this are thefe :

1. So is Chrifty 1. ¢. the church 15 one with Chniit, fo that it 15 called
Chvilt, Chrift mypical.  The whole church is one body, of which Chrift is
the head, and fo both make but one.  Chuilt is made up ofmany members,
but all thefe are but one body,  Now if ¢cvery member s 2 part of the
hody of Chrift ; and if we love Lim (as we certaily do if we arg his real
members) we fhall naturally be careful of every member, as being part of
that one « ody to which we are united ; and this umon 1s not b) water
baptifm ‘only, which i 1s ruc autward fign ; bu! by the quickening, venewe
ing and mdweliing of the Givie of Umﬂ which 1s thc vital bond uf upion,

The fpuit w]uun was given to the man Chriit jofos witlant meafure,
the fulneis of which, even the fulnefs of the Gudhead, dwells in his Luman
nature, this fame fpirit’is given to, and dweclls in all the real members of
Thrilt on carth, and anmmates them, as our fouls animate the feveral mem-
bers of our natural bodies.  Ie, therefore, who fing againft the meaneft
membur of Chrift’s body, not oniv fins againft Chrift, but alfo grieves the
holy fpirit, by which they are united to him, and to one another.

2. Our own perfonal happinels calls for this caie and tendernefs.—
Happinefs is the defire and lawful purfuit of nature ; and they are quite
loft to all the principles of reafon, religion and nature, that do not leck
after it.  Lvery member of our natural bodics feeks its own hoppinefs ;
and we fecl that all the other members are miferable, if one be out of
vrder. Thus it 1s in the body of Chrift, It 1 with my uwa happinets, as
a member of Chrift's body, 1 lhaﬂ {eek and be concerned for the happineds
of every member, as involving my owa.

Hence it is, that the more any love Chriit, the greater will be their
care, zcal and labour for the welfare of the menbes of his body.  Fiud
a lover of Cinifty and vou will find one who is illed with luve to the

L brothren,
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aflicted, fupport the weak ;. will endeavour in love to replace difocated
mcmbers ; be patient toward the perverfe ; ftand by, plead for and defend

the opprefled and flandered, as being of the {ame body with himfelfi—
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©brethren, and tender care forthe happinefs and profperity of all ; one wha ;-
prays much, not for himfclf only, but for all the milit~nt members of the ‘-

¢dy of Chrift. He will lay out his talents to fave fouls ; to comfort the

{

When he fees a member ifjured, though it he but a little finger, much

more when it is an hand, an eye or the mouth, he flies to its fuccour, and
feels the injury as offered to himfelf, yea, to Chrift and the whole body.
If I can be eafy and happy, while I fee a fellow member in diftrefs, abuf-
ed, vilificd, reproached and perfecuted, it fhews that I am not vitally
united to the body, nor actuated by the fpirit that dwells in the head.

A mortified or dead member, hung on the body of Chrilt only by a pro-

feflion, will feel no pain, when a living member 1s wounded or broken 3
living members only truly fympathize with one another,

1f then we defire happinefs as the members of Chrif let us be careful
for all the members of the body, as far as in our power, that there be no
wound, {chifm, oppofition or diforder in the body. Where this fpirit of
Chrift dwells, the members will have a natural care one of another, as in
the natural body ; and thcrf:‘jf,{':f'j(;f/%'li be no need of conftraint or force.
Hence will flow all thofe fy=ipathetick virtues and benevolent a&ions,
which {o beautify and adorn the Chriftian name and charaéter—We fhalt
weep with thofe that weep, and rejoice with thofe that rejoice—be tender-
hearted gmerciful, long-fuffering~—=In a word, we fhall love as brethren,
be kind and courteous, polite, cafy, gentle, good, tender, affe@ionate and
forgiving, Againit thefe there is no law, but that of the kingdom of
hell and darknefs, in which the god of this world rules and reigns.

I pafs to make fome refle&®rons.

Rerr. I. When we confider Jefus Chrift our redeemer, as the Lord
and Sovereign of {o great and glorious a body ; of fuch an extenfive fa-
mily or kingdom ; we {ce abundant reafon to glory in him, as higher than
the kings of the earth, and more worthy of honour, adoration, reverence,
love, obedience and praife, than the moR exalted monarchs, yea, than the
brightelt feraphim in glory ; and to glory and pride ourfelves in our rela-
tion to him as our head, Lord and Saviour.

Let us think much of the king we own and honour ; the head we are
united to and one with. Thisisno petty prince that commands aclan,acoun-
1y, a province, an ifland, or even a continent, or the whole of this glole : the
greatnefs and glory of thefe is outdone even by the glory of the grafs of the
field : but Jefusis head overall, and is prince of the kings of the earth, who
receive their crowns, fceptres and honours of him at his will.  Our Lord is
above them all, and they are but his fervants, and the moft of them his
boend flaves, who do his will only by couftraint,

To this high and princely one, we not only fubmit as his fubje&s, and
glory in him as our Lord; but (ravithing thought!) to this fair, this
11ddy one, this chief among ten thuufands—to this matchlels, peerlefs one

| ' are
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" are we married, and of twain made one ﬂcfh one bod VVe, who are
" hore loathfome and vile in his fight, by nature and pra&xcc, than the vileft

' :;.,wugm or toad can be. to us, are embraced in thofe fair arms of incarnate
. asvey which vuce were ftretched wide on the crofs, as ready to receive us,
-""‘,',“but o fwy ’tdc "#.,tre of heaven and carth. That {weet, that pure
S ‘;,,mom‘., Wiiolhonee ut\ “red groans and fighs, and, with bitter and long

Cumplam;s, breathed e his {oul todleath, now gives us the tender kifles

;of hss Jaltni and u.rfmu‘n Iovc. He is gone bcforc, and, while we arc

weeping. and Eroanin g Ju T « valley-of tears, he is, even now, preparing
our. downy hed, and per fgzmmg it with the choiceft fpices of his paradife
aboye : ‘e 53 fitting up every room in his palace in the higheft taite, and
witlt the mott exquifite fkill; that we may, after our weary journey, re-
pmc to reft, and be folaced in his moft near aud tender embraces, thxough
;’thw never. cealing ages Gt eternity.

' Wh fo honoured ! who fo privileged as we ! #e are now the fons of God,
thou gh the world know us not ; yca, we know not our/zlves, as yet, whas
we /Iaa!l be ; but this ve know, that when he fball appear, we fball be like him,

Sor ave jball fee him as he is, - This, this is the wonder of angels, and the
(envy of devils and wicked men—{uch as we, ta be matched and made one

! with this Tair, renowned King ! O, let us wonder, adore and love !—Let

us glory in him, and pride ourfclvcs in his aame, yea, crofs too. Let us
vever be athamed to own and ftand by-him, though furrounded with ene-
mies, though in rags, difgrace, reproach, prifon on death. Mary could
fay, they have taken away my Lorp What ! would the own lum as
her Lard when fet at nought by all the great, and the chief leadcrs of the
church of God, and when crucxﬁcd and buried! Would fhe confefs and
ftand by him in this loweft abafement! and fhall we be athamed of him
now he is rifen and afcended to glory ! I fay, fhall we now be afhamed to
own him in his fuffering members on carth! Much of his body 1s yet in
this ftate of trial. © We yet fee Chrift {uffering 11 his members, flain, bu-
ried and mouldering in the graves of reproach, flander and perfecution
and fhall we be athamed to own him, and plcad his caufe ? To defert his
members when in affli&tion, is caunted a forfaking Chrift. [ awas fick and
in prifon, and ye came not 10 me. |

Riru. II.  How animating and cheering the thought, that angels and
we are one body in Chrift, all united to one head, all of one family, and
all drink of one fountain, ¢ven of God himfelf ; all whofe ineftable com-
munications flow to them and us through oue and the fame medium, even
Jefus our Immanuel, our. head and hufband. Heb. xii. 22. O blefled
day, when we fhall aGually join thofe fweet and bleffed chotrs, in cele-
brating the glory, grace, love and power of God manifeft in our flefh.

Rere. III." We have 'no reafon to expet better treatment from this
world, than Chrit met with. If we are the members of his body, and
condu@ in any meafure as he did; and if he was abufed, flandered and
perfecuted in the world ; we may not hope to fare better.  The difciple is
tot above his mafler, sor ' the fervant above bis lord.  If they have called the
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mafler of the houfe a drunkara, édtbauchce, and a denil, mucl more thofé of his
houfebold,  'Why fhould we repine to mect with the fame-abufe our Lord
fuffered '-—-But, las! thefe vile hearts are ready to think, thatr Chrift
fhould have born all thefe forraws too.  How relu&iant ave we iaf// u

ehat is yet bebind of the Jufferings of ()/vrjf Jor his body’s fake, awbhich is t/:e
thurch 1—O blefled ]f*fus, forgive this impatience, and arm us with more
rcal and courage to bear the crofs,  We know that thou haf! ﬁfﬁna, leav<
{rg us an example, that ave fhould folloaw thy fleps ; but our fleth 15 weak und
rebc]h,ov O ftrengthen the things that remain, that are ready to die,

Rerr. IV. If all believers. are members of Chrift’s body, and one
with him, it 1§ ealy to fee that thofe-who injure and perfecute them, ave
guilty of heinous fin, as they perfcc,utc aud abufe Chnft,  Sawl, Saul, avhy
perfecutefl thou me ? {aid Jefus, when he was only perfecuting his vifible
faints.  Such are cnemies to Chrift, a nuifance to his body, and carry
the marks of darknefls and death upon them.

Rerr. V. If Chrift has fo loved us, as to unite us to himfelf, and take
all believers into one body ; we ought furcly fo to love all the members
of this oneybody, as to {cek the beft good of every member, ard to be
tender of their peace and comfort:; to have a fellowifeeling for each
other, and, by bearing ore anothcr s burdens, itrive to fulfl the law of
Chritt, uhuh is no othur than the law of love. ' Can we fe€ our glorious
King fweating under burdens for us, and we be averfe or athamed to put
a finger to eafe the burdens which lic on his membiers, and are ready to
crufh them to the grave? O, how unkind this return ! S

Reri. VI. How clearly does this comparifon of the church to the
natural body evince the neceflity, yea, the certainty, of different offices
and officers in the church of Chirifl 5 for every member bath nst the fame of-
fice. ' What a moniter would that hody be, that were all eyey all moush, &c. ?
And what a monfler would that church be, ia which all were apofiles, all
prophetsy all helps or deacons, all governours or ruling clders, &eo  Surcly,
by this parallel, God teaches us, “tlat there are different offices and offi-
cers in the church 3 and allo what thefe offices are ; and that government
is no more placed by him in the hauds of the members at large, than the
miniftry of the word and facraments : and the reafon is the fame in both,
viz. becaufe they are unqualificd for both alike. How dangerous then for
men to afflume a ftation and ofiice tn Chnit’s houfe which he has not afe
figned them !

I clofe with an addrefs to my brethren now met in judicature to coaiul*

the affairs of Chrift’s honfe,

Fatuers and BreETuREN,
~ Yec are members of Chrilt, and not the lowelt in his body. Ye are as
the hands and cyes, moft important and ufeful members.  Thefe your high
and honourable ftations iu the body, as they call you to greater hazards
and trials, fo they oblige you to double watchfulncfs, care and zeal for the
good of the body. You arc not only, in common with other members,
to

»
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to have a care of them, but are fet as the eyes to: guide, as the hands to
work, defend, or bind up what is'broken.  Ye are Chrift’s ftewards and
officers in his houfc, both to give to every one his portion of meat in.due
feafon, and alfo to rule and govern his family agreeable to his laws.  You,
in the church below, are, as the archangels in heaven, placed in an highet
order than other membets §“and therefore fhould: be caréful & ufe the aus
thority the' Lovd hath giveryon to edification, and not m*dylruéhan 'in meeks
nefs and love cxercifing the difcipline-of his houfe ; not lording and tyran:
nizing over others, nor ufurping dominior over obher denominations of
Chrittians, who never owned any fubje@tion to youy nor ufing rigour to-
wards thofe under your rule.  In this corrupt: ﬁate, there 1s great danger
of tyranoy in rlers, and of envy and rebellion.in fubjects ; and both
thefe are deftrutive of the peace, happinefs and ‘edificatipn of the body.
Let us fhun thefe, and ftudy the beft good of the wholes  Let us ufe lcm-
tives where “we may, and more fharp .medicines only whcrc thefe are ine
effectual. ~ S : '

As to myfulf, L rejoicein this opportunity te meet you.once more as a
judicature of Jefus Chriftyand that 1 have the honour again to fpeak to
you from God. You have all doubtlefs heard,. and been grieved at the
reports {pread through the land concerning me, which probably have
prejudiced the minds of many who are now ‘my hearers.  But the time
approaches, when, I truft, thofc flanders will be, in & happy meafure,
wiped away, and appear to be the effe@ of malevolence and oppofition .to
the truth ; which difcovery would have beerr more clear and full, could I
have prevailed with my - backbiting accufers to have regularly appcarcd
before this Preibytery, and had their and my evidences face to face. -

But fhould the popular clamour fo ftop the mouths.of my witnefles as
to deprive me of that exculpation I have a right to, I pray God to give
me grace to fubmit to his will, and with my divine pattern, in a fimilar
cale, commit myfelf to him that judgcth righteoully.

But allow "'me to affure you (and I think I have the mind of Chrift)
that I expect for myfelf; and permit me to warn you, alfo, to look out
for and expect to meet revilings, flanders, reproaches, perficutions and abujes
fromn the world, if you determine to fight bolély under the banner of
Chrift.—There are but two kingdoms in the world Chrilt’s and Satan’s,
Thefe are in perfed oppofition. And is it oﬂxblv~ that thofe who lift
under Chrift, and really oppofe the god of this world, fhould leave the
field without any confli€t ? Such as do but make feints againit Satan may
go through with eafe, yea, applaufe frem his pretended foes ; but not fo
they who ; give home thrufts at his caufe and intereft. He bruifed the Lical
of our all-conquering General, who hath affured us that we muit look
for the fame treatment.

I am perfuaded, that had I fwam with the ftream, as fome kave donew——
bad I been what the world cails prudent, and fpoken with caution, that is,
in plain Englifh, handled the word of God deceitfully, my name would
have thone with at leait ufual luftre. But I dare not daub with :ntem-
pered mortar, nor fhun to declarc the whole counfel of God. I




{ 4 T

. I hope you, my fellow foldiers-in this field of battle and blood, will
put on hardinefs, and keep yourfelves clear of the blood of all men, by a
bold and faithful tefimony fof the truth, and againft the errours and
fins of the times, ¢ven thongh this fhould roufe againkt you all the com-
bined legions of earth and. hell.—As to me, I have been almott flain in
the combat, and am fill bleeding and weak with my wounds. I beg the
caroeft prayers of you all for me—that Jefus would heal and ftrengthen
me, and furnith me for the work and {ufferings he hath allotted me in the
latter ftages of my weary journey.

. And [ befeech you, brethren, to arm yourfclves with faith, courage and
patience. Come with me ;- let us vifit mount Calvary, Here behold the
Captain of our Salvation bearing his crofs, {weating, groaning, crying,
dying under reprosch, pain and fhame——But he is rifen !-—he reigns—
he intercedes for us—he is touched with 8 fecling of our forrows—he
puts our tears into his bottle. He hath told us that the world fhall laugh,
and we fhall be forrowful ; but that our forrow fhall be turned into joy—
He is now brightening our crown of glory, by our fufferings, and encou-
raging ua by his example and promifes—Ltiold out faith and patience a
few forrowful days and nights more— Jefus looks on—he loves to fee ve
valiant for him againtt the fleth, the world and the devil—I1c leads, and
we fhall conquer—we may die in the confli®, but we fall to rife to a
brighter crowa——Q let us encourage and fupport each ether to fight
the good fight of faith, and lay hold on cternal life. I rejoice that my
race is almoft run—My {ua will foon {ct, and the evening of, reft will foon
come—come to me and to you all, both minifters and people, who, loving
and longing for his appearaace, and being faithful unto death, fhall rcceive
of him a glorious crown of life. Amen. Even fo come Lord Jefus,

come quichlyy. AMEN and AMEN.

A BRIEF
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A BRIEF PLAN -
. o p o
Prefbyterian Church Government.

IN each particular church there fhall be a {eflion or prefbytery, confift:
ing of the minifter (while there iz one) and ruling elders, which fhall
be vefted with full power of judgment, rule, order and difcipline in thé
church, to which every member fhall be fubje®. And thefe to be in re-
lation to one another and the whole church in the following manner.

1. The minifter (while there is one) to be the moderator of the fef-
fion, ex officio. '

2. Thefe ruling elders (hall be chofen by the congregation, and be
their reprefentatives in feffion.

3. When any cafe fhall come before the feflion, in which the minifter
and elders fhall differ in judgment, the matter in debate may be carried
by reference or complaint of any member to the prefbytery for their de-

ciﬁon% Yea,

4. When the judgment of the feflion fhall be publifhed, either party
may appcal to the prefbytery ; or if any brother or fifler of the church
thall be aggrieved thercby, they or either of them may ftate their objec-
tions, and profecute them before the prefbytery for their decifion.,

5. That in cafe of a complaint agzinft the minifter, the feffion thall not
take jurifdi@ion ; but after Chriftian private endeavours to heal the diffi-
culty, the cale may be carried by regular complaint of cither party to the
prefbytery. But,

6. That no complaint fhall be fuftainalle, either by the feffion or
prefbytery, where the particular charges are not tabled in writing, and the
acculed ferved with a fair copy of them, fpecifying the crime or a&ion
what, time ewhen, and place where, together with the proofs and names of
the witneffes for the fupport of the ciarge, which fhallbe given to the
defendant, at lcaft ten days before tiial, or more if the judicature fhall
judge ncedful,

7. Waen

® In page 5 of Bricf Miflory, &c. note, { bave faidy ¢ Here the minifler
has a full negative on the j:/hn and whole church.” ~ This being wnderflood, by
Jome, as though the minijicr had the fovereign power to puwt a final end to the
proceft, and fo controul the avhole church ; 1 bere obferve, that all I intended
by it isy that the minifler can flop the fefion or elderfbip, which is the wbole
church reprefentatively, from: proceceding, but that cither be or the elders may
cumplam to the prefbytery, avbich i mo more tham the privilege of every brother
and [fer in the churchy as apeari in the 4th articie of my Brief Hiflory,
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~-#», When there is no minifter, the muling clders may form a fcffion,
choofe a moderator and clerk, and proceed as a judicature.

8. That the prefbytery fhall have a decifive power of judgment, from
which there is noappeal, till there fhall be a fynod ; yet they may revife
their judgments.

. That do complaint fhall be received, by the {cflion, of any offence,
till t,he fteps dire&ted by Chrift, Matt. xviit. 15. &c. are previoufly taken ;
and. that the perfen who thall complain before fuch fte ps, fhall he liable
to reproof or cenfure, as the nature of the cafe fhall appear to the fcfiion
to require.

1o. That no minifter bc difmifled from his pcople while hi s ul'efulnd'o
among them is not impeded, and they give him a fupport,

11. Thatf any pcrfon, belonging to this body, and within ourjur.f-
J’&non, thall leap over and endeavour to invert the whole, or any part of
the preceding articles, he or they fhall be treaied as delinquents, and be
fubjet to reproof or cenfure, as the nature of the offence fhall appear to

require.

Gray, Sept. 9, 1734. Voted that the prcccdxng Plan of €hurch Go-
verament be printed with Dr. Whitaker’s Sermon.

Samvuser Prarey, Mod'r.
Attel Joux Strickuasp, Pr Clk,

»s

The Determination of the Salem Preflytery, at their Scffion at
Groton, State of Maffachufctis, Fune 11, 1754, on the Cofe
of the Rev. Dr. Whitaker.

Reprefentation having bccn made to this prefbytery, by the Rev.

Dr. \Vhttakcr, of thc treatinent he hath met with fiom meil of the
third church in Salem, of which he is paftor ; E and finding, on full exidence,
that the Do&or has taken regular fteps to cite them before us, and tabled
his charges againft them in a proper manner, and alfo called on them o
bring in their charges againft him, to be tried before this hody ¢ but tat
they have negletted to exhibit any charges againit the faid Dr. Wiiizak v,
and in violation of the laws of Chrift, and the rulcs of this judicatu: ., : d
of their own folemn covenant to fubmxt them{elves to this prefbytery. tuve
mot appeared to dnfiwer to the charges exhibited to them to be heard! ;.:a;l
tricd at this time and place: which condu& we cfteem contumac ..
which is evident fram their vote of Jan. 7, 1784, at a diforderly chur. n
meeting, in which they declare, that they will not be fubje@ any lon;cr
to any prefbyterian government whatever, and that twenty of the brethren
figned their names to this diforderly withdraw and breach of folemn cove-

nant ; -
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nant ; and as their prefent condu@ evinces their continued contumacy,
this prefbytery fee no profpect of bringing thofe brethien to any regular
condud ; and therefore, according to the rules of Chriit, and this body,
we are obliged to enter on an hcaring, ex parte, of the charges ¢xhibited
by Dr. Whitaker againft them.
Aud upon a caretul and candid confideration and view of the whole of
the charges, and evidences brought, from their votes and other authentick
records, to fupport them—and after folemn prayer to God for direction,
we find ourfelves obliged to conclude (though with grief and forrow) that
the faid twenty brethren have conduéted in a very diforderly and un-
chritian mauner toward Dr. Whitaker, and alfo contamacioufly, in refuf-
ing to hear the church to which they, according to the laws of Chiitt,
had folemnly covenanted to be fubjeckt.  Thereiore we are obliged, by
divine inttitution, to declare them unworthy the communion of faiats, till
they fhall mauifeft repentunce.
And whereas the aforefaid twenty brethren, in their diforderly and
tyrannical treatment of their paftor, have called in a congregational coun-
cil, to which neither they nor he were conititutionally fubjeét, and have
cited him before them, and exhibited to him fix gencral charges, without
date, addrefs or fignature, and without time awhen, place where, altion
what, or the nam=s of any witnefles, and without the name of the court,
time and place of trial, und which charges, being only general, cannot be
fultained by any regular court, but are to be confidered as calumny and
Munder ; and did adduce particulars, before faid council, behind their paf-
tor’s back, without giving him any notice of them, and which they ftill
refufe to inform him of,though often and earncitly called upon for them,and
alio refufc to appear before this judicature (to which they have promifed
fubjuétion) to defend themfelves or accufe him, or fupport any charges;
therefore Dr. Whitaker begged leave to be his own accufer, that he might,
as far as the circumftances of the cafe would admit, anfwer to the calum-
nies which his adverfaries had {prcad behind his back, but which they re-
fufe to charge him with where he can anfwer for himfedf 3 which calum.
nies and flunders, we reafunably fuppofe, are fummarily contained in thofe
greueral charges that were exhibited to him, and laid before their council :
This prefbyiery, on carcfully attending to faid charges, and the evidence
that was or could be produced (while the accufers and their witnefles will
not appear) for the fupport of them, and taking every meafure within
their reach to comk to the knowledge of the truth ; and obferving the
Do&or’s franknefs and rcadinefs to expofe his own foibles, and to take
every ftep to have his character fearched, cven to the requeiting this body
to adjourn to Salem, and to cite his accoiers to appear and fupport therr
charges——attending carcfully to thefe things, and to what the Doctor
had to offer to invalidate the witneiles who he had heard were the chicf to
fupport the charges, we du judge, that faid witnefles ought not to be ad-
mitted ; and if they were, that their teltimony being fingulur, and no two
afferting any one fact, they could not fupport a charge of llander againit
an clder.

Thercfore we are of opinion, that the charges, which feem to have
been the chief ground of uncafinefs, are nor fupported ; and we conceive

C them
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them to be either {hivolous or jultifiable, asthe facts appear to us to ftand.

We give it as our {erious judgment, That Doctor Whitaker has been
grievoufly abuied by the backbiting and detraction of his brethren——o
That their calling a congregational council to try him was tyrannical,
oppreflive and defamatory, in its nature and tendency That faid
¢ouncil had no right to hear or judge any thing ahout Do&or
Whitaker——and, That their affluming jurifdiction over him was ty-
rannical, and a breach of brotherly love and commanion between them
and their prefbyterian brethren, and difcovers a dcfire of unlawful do-
minion, and is highly grievous and offenfive to this body, and mult be fo
to our prefbyterian brethren, and to all the friends of freedom and liberty
of every denomination of Chriftians ; which theretore wwe do moft heartily
difapprove, and with abhorrence deteft 5 and cannot but lament that an.
other denomination of Chriftians, in thefe frec ftates, fhould claim au-
thority aand jurifdi®ion over us prefbyterians, who have behaved peace-
ably, and lived in brotherly love with our congregational brethren.

That as faid council was unconftitutional, called wholly without the
kiowledge of Dr. Whitaker, and a court y0o which he was in no fenle

fubje&,any more tham to a court of epifcopalmns or cardinals, his refutiag .

to be heard and tricd by them was trulv commendable, and can by no
means bear any mark of contumacy, but would, in a parallel cafe and
rnllel circumftances, have been commendable in any minifter of a dif.
erent dznomination, throughout the whole {phere of created intelligence.

That we have fatisfying evidence, that much of the couneil's refult
is founded on falfe reprefentations -- caenceptions, particularly their
foundation refolves, viz. ¢ That the third church in Salem was not pref.
byterian when the Doctor took the charge of them in 1769: and that
they were brought under the care af this prelbytcry by Dr. Whitaker in
2 clandcitine manner.”” In oppolition to this, we atfirm, that faid church
was ever deemed a prefbyterian church, from the time aof his fcttlemeat
among them ; and their covenant with the Doftar invelves every effen-
tial of the prefbyterian form. and excludes all thofe of the cangregational,
which ditinguith it frum the prelbyterian.  Aml we have the fullett evi-

dence, that faid church was brought under the care of this prefbytery in |

as fair, open and candid a manner a« poflible, even by the defire, choice
and requeft of a hrgg majority ; which evidcace we have, not only from

original papers now in our hands, but from the declaration of thofe very

men, who now reprefent the Ductor’s condu®, in this matter, as cloa-
defline, which they openly, boldly and refolutely made before this prefby-
tery at Salem, in t~~4, when the fame objeQion was made by his adver-

fanies : therefore theic declaring the contrary now, after ten years quiet
fubjeflion tn this body, is a dirc@ contradi@tion of themfcives, and proves
them lo unftabls and wavering, that their tekimony, in matters of con-
trover{y in which they are interefted, is not to be velied on; that they

Jay aud anfay, to ferve a favourite purpofe.

That notwithitanding what they and their council zve dnne, or can
do, to diffulve the Doétor’s paitoral relation ta faid congregaticn, it fill

continues undiffulved both m fors confiienfie and foro crviti—That faid

council’s cenfure of Dr. Whitaker is unconftitugional, crucl and defama.

tory,

S
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tory, even if he had heen as guilty as they fuppofe, the court being illegal,

That the manner of bringing and admitting thofe general charges
againit the Do&or, if the court had been leyal, isa breach of the rules of
juftice and equity, as it deprives the accufcd of that privilege of fclf-
defence, which God, reafon, law, and every well-regulated court, allow
as the indcieafible right of every man.

That having carefully atteaded to the paper of general charges againft
the Do&tor, and to thofe pa ticulars adduced under them which we conld
by any means come to the ki owledge of, we arce fatisfied they are frivo-
lous and uiworthy of notice, or clfe fuch as are not fupported by fufhi-
cient, vredible evidence, and ought to be confidered as falie, till proved
by goud and credible witaefles before this judicature.

That thofe twenty brethren rcfuling, atter being, by the Do&tor, re-
peatedly and earncitly called on, to table and profecute any particular
charges againft lim before this judicature, to which they covenanted to
be fubjeét, is a frong prefumptive proof, that they have nothing to lay
to his charge which they confider as iupportable on a fair trial. And
their exhibiting gencral and irregular charges before a court, to which
they knew the Dodar would aot; and could not fubmit, is too clear a
proaf that they deligned, in an uafair and clandeltine manner, to ftab
and wound the Door’s chzcaller and ulefulnels, by procuring and pub.
lithing ticir cenfive of hir: to the warld. We cannot but eftecem foch
trcatment of any, efpeially « minilter of Chrilt, exceedingly uijult, cruel
and tyrannical, much morc one who has been (o abundant in labours for
¢ peaple, and fpent fu many years, and fo much of Lic owa etate, ia their
f=rvice, as it is cvident the Dotor has for and amony that peop!s.

And as tuuls Drezheen will not (becanfe, as wi fuppofe, they cannat)
bring and fusport any charges again®t the Dudloe’- charadter ; therefure
we judge he flands clear and acquittcd of all, as theugh so rumours had
been fpread to his dithonour, till fume charges thall be regularly broughe
befarc this budy, and duly fupporied ; and that the Dactur aught to be
as cortially received by all the churches of Chrift, as thougin faid council
and charges had ncver exilted.  And accordingly we du recommend the

* fard Dr. Nathaoiel Whitaker to the Chriltian and minifterial fellowihp aff
all the churches of our Lord Jefus Chrilt, praving that wheeever the
providence of Gud may call him, they will reciice Lim as an able asd
faitbful minilter of the gafped. |

‘T'his prelbytery taking alio into confideration the unhappy breach and
difaflection which hath taken pluce between the Dofler aud his people,
through the fubtity of Satan and his intlruments ; and being fatisicd
that the Doftor caunot be comfortable and extentively ufeful amouy
them, at his riquelt, we declare his patoral relation to the thivd chinch
in Halem, aed 11 the focicty meetiog with them, difolved, as fuon us the
gaid fociety fhal pay bun what yot remaing Jue, accordiag to the true
teat and meanin: of the foventh article of the plan fur building the
Tabernacle in Saler', uaril the time they paifed vores for his fupport, aud
trom that time thal fuliid their votes, in mouey ay ~uud 33 when vot-
ed, until is difmal oo iball take place, with iutereit un the whule ar.
rears Ul paid; and Lall Wl pay the Dostur a reafoanble roward s
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_day, for all the excellent and precious means of grace they have enjoyed

his labours on the Tabernacle, or fhall fome way compound with the
Doctor for faid arrears,

And as faid fociety have refufed.to admit the Do&or’s labours among
them fince the 25th of March laft, if they fhall ftill continue to negle&,
or not invite him ; we belicve it is his duty to improve the cxcellent talents
God hath given l'nm, in preaching to fuch as defive to hear him there, or
in any other part of God’s vineyard where his labours (hall be defived,
ftill holding himfelf in readinefs to fenc {aid third chum.h in Salem, till
his difmiffion fhall take place,

And this prefbytery cannot but lament the ful and deﬂru&wc breach
that has taken place in the third church in Salem, through the {ubtilty and
artifice of the enemy of fouls; and do not only folemnly admonifh and
rebuke thofe brethren for their irregular and fchifmatical conduét, but
exhort them, in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, to confider of their
ways, and repent of their fin.in this affair, and make compenf(ation to their
paltor for the injury they” have done him; and to remember how, with
travail and many crofles, he has {erved them, and taught, warned and cx-
horted them ; and that they will have to anfwer to Chiift, in the great

under his muniftry. We exhort the Reve Dr. Whitaker to a careful §
fearch, why the Lord is thus contending with him; and to double his §
diligence in watching and labouring againft fin, Satan and the world,
and for the advancement of the kingdom of Jefus Chrift ; praying that §
A1 thefe trials may be for the furtherance of the gofpel, and his greater § -
purifying and increafe in. grace, and of his crown ofcterndl glory.

We cannot clofe without exprefling our furprife, grict and aftonith.
ment, that our brethren of the congregational perfuafion, who profefs a §
regard for us as brethren in one common Lord, and in all the effentials ofl'k,
faith, fhould fo little regard that divine injun&ion, (1 Pet.iv. 15.) not o
be bufy-bodies in other men’s matters ; that they, fhould affume jurifdiltion aver §
a member of a body of another denomination, cite before them, and en- 8
ter on an ex parte hearing, receive general charges, and admit partictlars to
be adduced under them, of which theaccufed was perfuétly uninformed ; :
pafs an heavy cenfure, and then, .without ufing any brotherly and tcndcr
means to bring the fuppofed offender to repentance, publifh their cenfurc &
to the world ! which looks like a defign to injure, not reform ; waich is §
very oppolfite to the fpirit and temper of the blefled Rcdecmer. '

We earneitly bcfecch tholc brethren to inquire whether, on the fuppo- £
fition the Do&or had been as faulty as they fuppofe, fuch a procedure is
the effet of the fpirit of love, which is the fulfilling of the divine law— Z
efpecially as they cou]d not charge the Doctor with contumacy in refuling %"j
their jurifdiétion, and as they own they had noue over him 3 and whether §
they have not given juft occafion to all thinking andjudluous Chriftians, |
of every denomination, to be both grieved and greatly alarmed at the |
confequences that may and probably will follow fo unufual and rare a pre- |
ccdent, 1fjuﬂ1ﬁed- and whether, 1f, in vindicating their condu&, they
fhould, as is threatcned, publith thofe flanderous 1cpmtc, brought b(forc
them, to the worid, fill further to Wwound the Dr.’s character ; and appeal §
to the tribunal of the publick, before which it is not ordinarjly pofﬁblc fora
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man to defend him{«1f by a proper and clear confutation of charges, however
falfe, or invalidation of witnefles, however infufficient 3 will they not dif-
cover too much of an wndind, not to fay revengeful fpirst, and ftain their
hands with unfairnefs, injuitice and backbiting? We befeech them, for
the love and fcllowfhip of the holy Spirit, for the honour of Chrift and
his canfe, that they will put on bowels of mercy, meeknefs and charity,
humblenefs of mind and tenderncefs 3 efpecially to one who has fhone as
an eminent light in the churches, and who may, for ought-they know, be
fullely accufed, and injurioufly teftified againtt, which we are at prefent
perfuaded would have been wade to appear, had he been allowed = fair
heaving before a proper court.  What if they fhould be found meddling
where they had no bufinefs ? to have done very wrong in entering on an
hearing of one not under their jurifdiétion ? toshave cenfured one they
had nothing to do with ¢ and to have injured one wha is innocent !—Will
not the Lord require this at their hands ? L
It is intimated by one of them, ¢ that they referred the Doétor to
this prefbytery for a final decifion of his cafe.”’—If we are to decide it,
why have they cenfured him beforchand ! Should they not have been
filent till his trial could be had before the judicature to which they own
he belongs ? And is it confiftent with charity, for them to publifh what
they fuppofe to be faulty in the Doctor, before fuch a final decifion cagld
be had ? Is not this refufing this prefbytery the privilege of trying fts
own members, and a dire& breach of the law of Chrift, Rom. xiv. 4. #ho
art thou that judgefl another maw’s [ervant 2 To bis ewn mafler be flandeth or
falleth,  On the whole; whether Dr. Whitaker was guilty or not, we
cannot comprchend on what rules of reafon or equity faid council could
enter on an hearing of his cafe, when, at the time, they own they had no
jurifdi@tion over him ! for which rcafon they could not charge him with
contumacy in refufing to fubant to them, which is the ouly juftifiable
reafon for procecding to an hearing ex parte,
- Finally, we carncltly exhort all, to fludy to le quiet and do their own
bufinefs ; to fufpend all cvil furmifings, and not regard the ex parte cenfure
of a party council paffed on the Rev. Dr. Whitaker, nor the flanderous
reports {pread round the land againit him, by thofe who, for fome bafe
end, will not, or are afraid to appear, exhibit and {fupport any charges
~againft him before this court, to which alone he is of right amenable.
We claim this right ; and we mult clteem thofe as ufurpers who wreft it
out of our hands. We are ever ready to attend to complaints duly of-
fered—to vindicate the innoceut, and condemn the guilty, as God fhall
give us light ; and we now call upon thofe twenty brethren, as they will
anfwer it to God, to table their complaints regularly, before this judica-
ture, againft the Do&or, and ferve him with a fair copy of them, fpeci-
fying ations what, time when, place where, with the proofs and names
of the witnefles, at leaft fixty days befere the next flated meeting of this
prefbytery, of which we now order the clerk to give them timely notice ;
and that they then appear to fupport faid charges, and to give the rea-

fons, if any they have, why the cenfure paffcd on them in this minute
fhould be removed *, In

O Thofe brethren were accordingly nblified, yea, awere informed, by order of
prefhyteryy thaty if they fbould defire ity the prefbytery awould meet on the
Jbok to bear the cafe.  But they difrcgarded the avhole.
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In the mean time we believe it our duty, and eonfiftent with good or-
der and the law of charity, to {upport the Doctor’s character (as nothing
as yet is made to appear againlt it worthy of reproof or cenfure) till fuch
charges fhall be regularly fupported as fhall warrant a cenfure. Ard
therefore we again heartily recommiend him as an able, and we truft a
faithful minifter of Jefus Cliriit to all who hold the Weltminfter Confef-
fion of ¥aith, and communion witl ..

The prefbytery voted to accept this refult, brought in by their com-
mittee, after three readings.
Groton, Fune 11, Attelt SAMUEL PERLEY, Moderator.
1784 " JOHNSTRICKLAND, Prefb,Clk.
A true copy extratted from the minute.
Teft. JOHN STRICKLAND, Prefb. Clk.

N. B. The Rev. John Houfton, being confined by ficknefs, was not
prefent when the above was voted.

Prefbytery’s Recommendation of Doffor WHIT AKER e
Done at Gray, September g, 1784.

HE minute of the laft feflion of this prefbytery rafpe&ing the Rev.

Dr. Whitaker being confidered, the prefbytery finding that both

the moderator and clerk wrote laft June }d the twenty difaffeéted
brethren of the third church in Salem, offcring, in the name of this body,
to meet at Salem, to hear and determine matters between the Doétor and
them, if they would, by a line to the moderator, defire it ; and alfo that
the clerk, by order of this body, did laft June cite the faid twenty bre.
thren to appear before this prefbytery at this time and plzcce, to anfwer to
the charges regularly tabled againit them by Lr. #Mitaker, and fhew
reafons, if any they have, why the cenfure paﬂ'cd&t them, at latt feflion
in Groton, fhould be removed ; and that he, by our dire&tion, did call on
them to table their charges, if any they have, regularly agamﬁ the Doétor,
and appear 2t this time and place to fupport them : But notwithftanding
thefe fair and tender weafures ufed towards them by this prefbytery, and
the many calls given them before by 13- Whitaker, to bring matters be-
fore this judicature, to which alone they were amenavie, ciie iid twenty
brethren have not intimated any defire to the moderator of our meeting,-
nor tabled any charges againft the Doétor, nor obeyed the citation of
this judicature, to which they folemnly covenanted to be fubjeét, but con.
tinuc obftinate in their contumacy—therefore we are obliged to con-
tinue the cenfure pafled on the {aid twenty brethren.—The above conduét
of the faid 20 brethren more fully confirms this prefbytery in their judg-
ment, that their conteation with the Rev. Dr.Whitaker is without {ufficient
grounds ; elfe they would, as all muft prefume, have tabled and profecuted
fome charges, before a court where the Dr. could have confronted them ;
efpecially as both the Doétor and this body have given them all the fair ad-
vantages poflible for this end, which render their contumacy more aggra-
vated and inexcufable.—We alfo judge that Dr. Whitaker {tands fully ac-
quitted of all thofe {landcrs fpread concerning him ; and that no ex partecvi-
dence brought before that illegal council, called by thofe brethren, to whx§h

the
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the Do&or was in no meafure {ubje&, nor any judgment they could pafs
on any, much lefs an ex parte hearing, will or ought to have any weight,
to the Do&or’s difadvantage, with judicious Chri{t'?ms of any denomina-
tion, in any part of the world—And we now declare him in full charity
and regular ftanding with this body, and heartily recommend him, as a
minitter of the bleffed gofpel of Jefus Chrift, to all the people of God
where Providenc: may call him. A true copy, attefted at Gray,
this 10th of September, 1784. SAMUEL PERLEY, Mod'r.

JOHN STRICKLAND, Clk. Pr.

APPENDIX,

Containing brief Remarks on a Pamphlet, entitled, 4 Brief
Defence of the late Council’s Refult, &c.

HE author of this pamphlet feems to be of the forlorn hope. He

firft fhifts his ground, by reprefenting the C. in his very frontifpicce,

or title-page, as on the defenfive againft my attacks. The title ought to

have been, Another murderous flab at the charaBler of Dr. W. and of the

Salem Prefbytery, in order to fave, if poffible, the credit of the late C. juftly dy-

ing under the clear and inconteflible fails reprefented in the Dodor’s Brief

Hiflory. The truth is, the late C. made their attack, laft winter, on me,

while I ftood on my own ground, in my own territories, and made no
inroads on them.

Of this injurious treatment I gave a brief hiftory, demonftrated by
falts, {o eftablithed, that the author of the Defence, or rather of the new
affault, has not proved, nor can he prove, one of them materially wrong.
'This convinced the publick 6f the ufurpation and tyranny of that C. and
raifed a general difguft.—Sinking under ¢tontempt for fuch rare condu&,
for being byfy-bodies in other men’s matters, and ulurping dominion over an-
other denomination, fomething muft be done to avert the torrent of ruin.

The artillery ufed in the Brief Hiftory was too well pointed to be re-
fited—The dernier ftratasem was, by a new affault, to murder tle mana-
eers S0 ii.—tor this end, a champivi fteps forth. clad 5 & L vac »f mail,
compofed of fophifiry and falfehood, attended by a number of s mnur-
bearers to affift him in his enterprife : even fome of the venerable C. I.om
informed, lent their aid, to carry on the daftardly defign. Bit the'r
weapous, being carnal, are too weak for exccution, and may be rangea
in the following lift, viz.

I. Sophiftical arguments.

II. Mifreprefentation of faéls.
III. Wilful and deliberate lies.

The firft is all the anthor’s own ; and the two lalt muft be divid:” be.
tween him and his coadjutors, |

[ will touch briefly on thefe three, adducing only a few inftancey, out
of many, as a fpecimen of the reft,

For when it is once evident, that an author awilfully and deliberately mif-
reprefents faéte ; and takes up wilful and deliberate lies, from others, and
publithes them, in erder to fupport his caufe, there can be no doubt but

that
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that lus cafe is defperate ; and no credit can be given to any of his repres

{entations. How far this rule applies to the author of the Defence, will

appear in the followigg feGtions.

SecT. L Inflances of Sophiftry.

T H IS author would fain defend the late C. from the guilt of ufurp-
ation and tyranny : this can’t be done, but by proving, That the third
church in Salem was a congregational church when I ook the charge of it in
1769. To this end he ufes a cloud of arguments (as he calls them) in
fe&tions I. I1. and III. not one of which is conclufive. I fhall inftance
on two only. )

Inst. I. He founds a chief argument on the name of the church, which
was not altered when it became prefbyterian, viz. The third church in
Salem. From this he infers, that it ftill is a congregational church*. But
can this conclude ? In Bofton the churches are not called the firff, fecond,
&c. but the 0/d Brick, Old South, &c. Now, had the 0/d Scuth become
prefbyterians, and fill retained the name, would a fair logician 1ufer, that
it 1s therefore a congregational church ! The fophiftry is too obvious !
for logick teaches, that names Jdo not alter things.

Inst. II. Becaufe I was {o catholick and liberal, as to be zealous for
minifters and churches adopting a form of confociation of churches on a
liberal plan, he concludes, that ¢ this demonftrates that I did not appre-
hend that my plan was neceflarily prefbyterian ; but that it might, in a
perfect confiftency therewith, be confociated with congregational churcies,”
And hence he infers, ¢¢ that the C. had good grounds to fay, the third
church in Salem was a congregational church when 1 toek the charge of
it in 1769.”” Def. p. 11, 12, .

But if faid form of confociation was perfed@ly preflyterian, then his con-
clufion fails ; but the anthor knows it was {o, excepting liberty of govern.
ing internally by the /o/fion or brotherhood, and of baptizing, or not, the
children of perfons notin full commuuion.  This too is perfeet fophittry.

For fuppofing I had thought (zs I did, and do ftill) that this, or any
other prefbyterian chu-ch, might confiitently join with congregational
churches, in fuch a form of confociation as would make them eflentially
prefbyterian, (as that forra did) would this prove all fuch churches to be
congregationals ? Would it not rather prove, thatall thofe congregational
churches had become prefbyterians ? All would thiuk fo, but this au-
thor. Bafe fophiftry !

Were it needful, I could fhew his cther arguments to be equally fo-

hiftical ; but thefe may ferve for a fpecimen of the whole.

The fact is, I have proved in my Brief Hiflory+ that this was effentially
a prefbyterian church when I took the cl.arge of itin 1769. Therefore,
whatever name I, or the C. have given it, will not, cannot alter the fact.

SECT. IIL

Infeances of mifrepréfentation of faSs,either wilful or thro miftake.

Inst. I. Defencg, p. 11. he fays, ¢ The Dr. for feveral years after
he took the charge of the third church in Salem, was moving to obtain
an explicit and formal confociation of churches—(which was drawn up,

*P.s, 8. t Bricf il § 1. and
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ad is now in my pofleflion, in the Do&or’s own hand-writing—)."”

.
" Note thefe words, ¢¢ which was drawn up in the Do&or’s own hand.
writing’’ (the other wotds, * and is now in my poffeffon,” being a paren-
thefis, cut off by commas). - This auther knows, that this was not
«¢drawn up in my hand-writing,”” which intimat®s that 7 dreew up the
form. He knows, if his memory is not very fhort, that he fent me that
. form, in his ** own hand-writing,’’ and was, as I always thought, drawn
up. by him, which I now have in my poffefion-—and he urgéd me to
promote it—and of which I fent him a copy, in my hand-writing. How
falfe then is his reprefentation, and what impudent impofition on the
publick ! and how low a game does that aged divine play, to gain his
point. A tottering caufe necds fuch bafe craft to fupport it. -

Inst. I1. This author would fix a mifreprefentation_of faéts on me
refpe€ting ¢ fome anecdotes concerning former minifters in this 'p/ace,’-
 i. ¢, in Salem,” by which he infinuates that I intended o/l Salem. The
ftrength of all he has faid lies in my phrale, “in this place.’ Had I faid,
among this people, he would have had no colour for his parade. Having
¢onftrued my words to mean Salem at large, he adds, ¢ But if it"* (that
is, what I had faid) * can be proved to be a mifreprefentation—how
amazingly impudcnt mult the Dr. be! and what a charaéter muit he
have, as a minifter of Jelus Chrilt, which needs the tuin of a people’s
¢haradter, for an hundred and fifty years, to fupport and vindica:e it 2

But if it is evident that this author is guilty of wilful mifreprefentation
in this and other matters, he cannot complain if I retort his own words,
and fay, ¢ How amazingly impudent muft he be! and what a charaétee
muft he, and that venerable C. he attempts to defend, have, which needs
the ruin of the charalter of a fingle perfecuted man, to fupport it ! ! !”?

That he is guilty of fuch a wilful mifreprefentation, depends, not on
my affertion, but on his own quotation from my Brief Hiflory, which
clofes with thefe words—¢ Hhen they gave me their call, I was ignorant of
their genius, and therefore accepted it.”  Did he not know that by (in this
place) 1 meant only the people whofe call I accepted? Yes, furely. Yet
with thefe words under his eye and flowing through his pen, and with all
this evidence Raring him full in the face, he has the confidence to tell the
world, that I intend to * ruin the charaéter of a people for an hundred
and fifty years’’—that is, of the town at large, which has ftood fo long 3
for he knows that the people, who gave me a call, have not exilted, as &
diftin& people, balf that time. Their firk church record bears date
Feb. 20, 1743.

Inst. III.  From p. 25. of my Hift. this author quotes thefe words,
viz. ¢ Before a :ropc‘r court I fear no ill confequences, bat from falje witncffes,
to procure which large bribes have been offered, as i can prove.’ This, he
afirms, ¢ is an 1.~ quation, that fome of my late church have been guilty
of the heéinous ¢ : of offerine large bribes to proeure falfe witncfles
againft me.” |

This, for a rian of truth, is toe fbocking! The author knows, and .
every reader knows, that the above quotation contains no fuch infinna-
tion. This is bare-faced oOndu@—1 did not infinuate that any man in

D pacticular,




farticular, or men of any particular church under heaven, were guilty of
this, and he knows it.

I now declare, I never fufpeéted one of my late church in the inftances
referred to. The guilty perfon is well known to me : and though 1 am
called on, under a {cvere anathema, to publith his name, I will conceal 1t,
till a convenient time fhall offer, to make him a publick e¢xample to others,
and leave him, in the mean time, to the ftings of his own confcience,
which, I pray God, may be fuch as to humble and reform him j and that
a true remorfe for fuch falfe aind defamatory aflertions may evidence this
anthor’s true repentance.

- Inst. IV. This author would exculpate the C. from ¢ heing the
paflive tools of the church,” by charging me (Def. p. 18.) ¢ with a ma-
nifelt defign to milreprefent and ridicule the C.” becaufe I fay, ¢ they
confefs themfelves conflrained by one party.” And to prove this charge he
adds, ¢¢ T'he C. has not confefled, nor uttered a word, as a C. to the

ubli-k, but what is in their refult ; and 1o that they have neither con-
affed that they were conflrained 4y one party to the tteps they took, nor
uttered any thing implying it.” Strauge ! Did I fay, that the Coun-
eil publifhed this in their refult? He knows I did not. But though
they ¢ did not confcfs shis to the publick in their refult,” yet their
{cribe publiflicd it from the minutes of that C., Forbes’ Serm. p. 26. note.
Now if in their minute, publithcd by their {cribe, they confefs this ; why
fhould he deny it, mcrely becaufe it was not in their refult ? It makes
no odds, whether it was in their refult or minutes ; fince it was publifhed
as the condudt, and fu as carrying the weight, of the C. This is mere
Fambling to gain the ftake by fraud. The extra& from the minute, as
publithed by Mr. Forbes, {Serm. p. 26.) is this: ¢ The general view of
the Dr.’s charaéter and condu@, which the C. found themf{clves confirained
to tale, by the caracfl defire of the whole church (three excepted) &c.”’—
I now leave it to the reader to fay, whether T perverted the natural fenfe
of this minute, when I faid, that they were confirained by thefe brethren—
that they confef: chemfelves confirained by one party, &c. 1 now fpeak plainly,
that this minui= is an open confeflion, that the C. were conffrained by one
party ; and ther-fure were, in a proper {enfe, the tools of a party. ‘This
fets them in a truly ridiculous light, but iy may thank themfelves for it :
it is their own ccaf:flion, if Mr. Foibes has done them juilice. This
author had no way to avoid the ridicule and contempt, but by dexying the
trath. But truth it will be Rill, however he may ceny it, nor can all
their art wipe off the tigma. [ own it was a {ad blunder ia the C. and
which prudcat men weuid have avoided, to make this minute ; : greater
to publith it ; but worll of all to be in fa& tools to a party, which the
minute implies.

The foliowing ioftances the author fcems not to be the real, but only
the fofer-father of ; but which he cherifthes with great fondnefs, and holds
them up to view with feeming delight.

Isst. V. This author (Def. p. 11.) fays, ¢ When the third church
accepted the Dr.’s form, divers of the members will atteft, that the church
had no defign to adopt the prefbyterian goverament—that the church

would
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would not accept the Dr.’s plan of ruling by the feffion, till they had got
liberty inferted, as they thought, of fetting it afide, if, upon trial, the
found it not agrecable—in a claufe of this import—provided, the plan be [
afide, or the altcvation be made by the church as an organick body. The phrale
erganick body, it 1s faid, the Dr. tucked in.” T |

This is a group of falle reprefentation.  Yet,

1. I doubt not that divers will atteft as he fays: for divers of thofé
members, in the year 1774, attelted openly, that I aéted fairly and openly in
oringing the church under the prefbytery, who now atteft that I a&ed
eland:flinely.  ‘T'heir attelbation, therefore, can’t have great weight.

2. It is abfolutely fulfe that the church ever obje&ted to the plan of ruling
by the feffim.  All the church appeared cordial in accepting the plan, exe
cept two or three, and they complied. To gratify thefe, I fuppofe it
was, that the chui<h, after deliberating on my pian, from the 12th to the
19th of May, 1769, and voting that they unanimoufly accepted it, 'added
thefe words, i their anfwer to me, viz. ¢ And this church are of opinion,
that if any member of the church thall appear to have fcraples of cone
fuience refpe@ing being judged by the clderfhip, on their manifefting the
fame to the feflion, he or the may, for the prefoat, have the liberty of a
trial by the brotherhiood ; yet referving to the church, as an erganick body,
the liberty, at any time hereafter, to alter any of the articles in the Dr.’s
anfwer, or any thing in this prefent renly thereto, as it fhall pleafe God
to give them light from time to time.””  Chh. Rec. p. 510

I well remember that I, in confercnce with the church before, explained
to them the phrafe, organick body, in the very words of the Cambridge
Natform, viz.  That no chuich-a& can be confummated without the
confent of both,” 1. e. of officers and brethren.  They therefore undery
ftood the phrafe, whea they ufed it in their reply to my auiwer, which
contained my plan.

I atk, how, in the name of common fenfe, I could tuck this phrafe into
their reply to my anfwer ? It was not I, but they, who gave the reply.
This author may fay, as in another cafe, *¢ that they did ic under my
influence.”’—Perhaps they were all a fet of fools, and employed mie to
vote and write their reply, and do all their aéts for them | This is implied
by tius authcr.—=A learned man of the church, years after, publickly

harged me with tucking fomething in ; perhaps he meant this phrafe ; bug
he publickly atked my forgivenefs for the injurious aflertion. ] o

That the church underftood this phrafe, and were fond of governmens &y
the feffion, is evident from this ; that after making trial of this plan for more
than 3 years and a half, they revoked and wholly fct afide the above faving
goiaufe ia theic reply, and fully eftablifhed the complete prefbyterial power
of the fefion, and reftriGted all the members of the church 1o be tried by
it, with only three in the negative. Sec Chh. Rec. p. 60. But any

hiag to ferve a bafe turn, o matter how falle, .

Inst. VI. In p. 12 this author gives the publick two votes of proe

rictors legally warned, O&ober 17, 1774,

. “Vote 3. It was put, whether they approved of the late innovation

f a prefbyterian government ; and carried in the negative unanimoufly.

¢ \ote 4'
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““ Vote 4. It was put, whether they approved the Rev. Dr. W.'s
manner of making the late innovation ; and carried in the negative una-
simoufly.”’ \

I never heard of thefe votes till I read them in this author’s Defence ;
and they were as unknown to many of the people. The author, at the
coun laft winter, handed thefe votes to the fworn clerk for 1774, who,
en {eeing them, toid him and the C. that he had never feen them before ;
that they wert not recorded by him ; that he fufpetted jugglery in the
cafe, and warned them not to rely on them as the voice of the people.
Yet, it feems, the C. gave them full weight ; and this honeft author has,
after fair warning, publifted them as the voice of the people ! ! ! Houefty
muft sluth, and Truth hide her head at this ! ! !

Some time after, the faid clerk was informed of what. had flipt him,
viz. That fome of the difaffe&ted applied to the committee for a warn.
ing, which they refufed—Thcy then applied to authority, fct up a wara.
ing, and, as they {ay, paflcd faid votcs. Now, admit this to be fa& ; yet
as none regarded the warning, nor attended the meecting, but a fmall
party ; and as the propriety were diflolved twelve days before, by the
burning of the houfe ; and as the votes were never delivered to the ftated
- clerk to be recorded, but were recorded by another clerk chofea by that
fmall party, after they ceafed to be proprietors ; {o they were kept from
the knowledge of the people ; nor were they agrecable to their miads, a4
appears from thefe things :——

1. About a month before this, 21 of the members of the church (ma.
py of which were proprictors) were unanimdus, both for prefbytery. and
approviug the manner of making this inmovation, as it is called : Lad any
of thefe been prefent, they would have {pauiled their unanimity.

3. From the middle of Sept. 1774, when the prefbytery difmiffed the
14 uncafy brethren, I never heard from the people a word of complaiag
of the prefbyterian modc, nor of my maaner of bringing the church into
it, till 1784 ; but, on the contrary, in this very month of O&ober, aftes
the zoufe was burnt, a petition, addrefled to the Boften prefbytery, to
‘it at Newbury-Part the 8th of November, was figned by more thau &o of
the people, in which they declare thin church to be prefbyterian,® aud
fay, ‘¢ As this church, with our pattor, have lately put themfelves under
the caie of this Rev. prefbytery, and therefore we bave not reafon to ex-
pe€t much help from the congregational churches around us, who are aot
. friendly to the prefbyterian church-government : a glaring inltance of
grent unkindnefs we now have, and, we fuppofc, on thisaccount, in being)
verifed 1he privilege of mecting with the Rev. Mr. Barnard’s peaple,
tho.:gh they have room enough.”

This 1 fupprelfled in my Brief Hiltory, left it ihould difguft the Rev.
Mpr. Baina-d’s people—but am now compelled to publith it, to prove that
they were tully prefbyterians.—Now, is it poflible that thefe votes could
be the unanimous voice of the people, or that this author could fuppo
. them to be paffed unanimoufly by the people at large ? Surely thefe vote
would, by him, in an oppofite cafe, be counted for nothing,——DBut any
~ thing to ferve a turn—no matter bow unjutt. Inste

% Brief Hifl. p. 13.
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~ Inst. VII. This author reprefents me as givixg a falfe rcprefcntgtioa,
as to what I received of my people, in my Brief Hift. p. 26. aud gives 3
ftate of accounts figned by the treafurer; in which are {everal errours,

1. It is faid that my houfe-rent for 1775 was £. 12, but it was £.33.
This fum the people voted me in lieu of an houfe, aad was my own, ex.
clufive of £.133-6-8 falary. One year, indeed, I gave {.12 f@ one
year, but have given £.48 for many; the average is more than £33
This fum of £.33 I dedu@cd fromn the money 1 reccived the fix years [
meation.

2. I calculated the money I received, on the neceflaries of life, as they
coft me from time to time. If, therefore, there thould be fome difference
in our accounts, this would aot fix any mifrcprefentation on mie.

3. The account fays, ** From O&. 7, (it fhould have been Nov. 3)
“ 1782, he was to colle® £.160 on 60 pews ; if he let out more, be
was to dedu@ from the 60 pews in proportion : he let out near 100 pews,
and dedu@ed nothing from the faid 60, cxcept about 2d. on the*pound
for one quarter ; and therefore he malt have colleted near double the
moncy that be was to have by contra@.”” Ddf. p. 23. o

This is a grofs mifreprefentation in feveral refpects. 1 fhall inflance
only iu oge, viz. * T'hat I was to colleét £. 160 on 69 pews :** for,

1. I was to raife it on any or all the pews in the houfe, as [ could.
2. This £.160 was voged 1o be averaged on the neceflaries of life, fo
s to conable me to purchafe as much as /. 160 would before the war,
But this author and the treafurer know, that {uch an average would rife
wuch’ higher than the nominal fum of £.160 in 1781, 1732 and 1783,
The proprictors, conlcious of this, voted me, of their own accord, befire
the vote for £.160, ncar doulle; and it fhould have beea quite double,
as the prices ot ucceffarics were {o. ,

The truth is, while [ colle@ed my falary ((which I undertook, becaufe
the people told me they could not collc& it) [ quarterly fixed the average
jutly, according to their vote, and the wbolfale prices of the flipulated
prticles.  The tickets I gave out will thew what I received, which, come
parcd with the average, will demonitrate, that I reccived far fhort of the
votc, thaugh once [ let about 8o pews,

Inst. VIIL.  “T'he dedight this author takes in flander appears from
bic Dcf. p. 27. where he fays, *¢ I'he peaple were convinced that I had
been tampering with a certain perfon, to make him deuy, in open court, in
8 folemn manncr, that he cver uttcred any fuch things of me, to the perfon
fucd, as the latter faid he had heard him utter.”

Horrid infinuation ! The people convinced ! This is falfe ; for convidtion
fuppofes evidence ; which they had none, unle(s it was falfc—They mighs
{uipe&t this, or any thing clfe. But what if I am innocent of this Wlack
crime ¢ (a8 God kaows 1 am)—\Vill not the fufpeflors, but efpecially the

ifber of this falfe {lander, be condemncd for falfe men ? But wha! does
this vile flander avail for the dcfence of the C.? Surcly nothing, unlefs
their honour depends on procuring my ruin by falfehood.

I find the committee of the chiurch and fociety have attefted the truth
of the authior’s Rate of faéts, efpecially éu fi@ion 5. But that faid fe@ion
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. or words- that paffed betwcen the feflion .md thcm. that we laid any claim -

arefo many, that T will trdublc the rcader thh only one more out of the

. a8 could be invented by the author of them, which wete

. k , t 3° . ] ’ L N . " LY
wo . Coae : . ¥ !

" contains fome horrid m:freprcfentatxons, I have’ alrcady fhewn in a few

inftahees, whu.h are. fuﬂic:cnt to deftroy the validity of fuch xnterc&ed
w:tneﬁ'cs. | N

hthmk it nerdleﬁ to defend myfe]f ag#inft the cnmés, mcntuonéd |
p 26, of Warulaiing, making faltpetre, &c. for the fafery of . my country, . -

o ¢and v“th Hard hand labour, to procure bread for my family, while I con-

ﬂaml} btrfarmed“the labouts of my office among my people, who, he
' fys, ¢ wete ‘a good deal wounded in the time of it, by my undertaking ,

thcfe things.” If tbey were, their wound was {ecret ; nor did they com- .
. phain ofiit ull laft winter, five and fix years after ; but fome of them com- ¢
" 'meuded my induftry to procure bread, ty my own labour,while I ferved

them in the miniftry.  But after all, I Have funk hundreds of my intereft
in their {ervice, whith I had: mdepcndcnt of them, and whnch n julhce

PR X

they ought to refund. b
Insy. 1X.  In Def, W he fays, ¢ The Db&or now fays, . that faid

" brethreny bcmg dnfmtﬁ'cd Were no longer members of the fand 3d church§

yet the C.” (1. e. the C. which met 1n 1975) ““Jound much oppofition

" from the Dr, and h:s [eflion, founded on clakus to faid bretl:rcn as belanging

to them,” 1
This I affirm is an abfolute falfehdod : whether it be wxlful or not, his
own confcience is Judgc The {cflion laid no claim to thofe brethren- at
all ; but as they thought it their duty, {o they warned the then C. of the®
dangcr of receiving members we thought, and offered to prove,; hufl X I
proper court, to be diforderly. This authot was onc of that CRisald 4
not but know this to be the faét. 1 defy him to prove, by slRwIIt| ngl

to thofe i 5re35rm as belinging to us.. &
But the injiances of mifyeprefentation and fallchood in this Deéfence .

th:ong

Inst. X. “This author, not content to ftab me by falfe flanders, vio-
lcntly attacks the Rev. prefbytery to which I belong, and which the C.
cven without a citation or hearing, had cenfured as mrompctmt judgesin
my cafe, (Forbes’ Ser. p. 26. note, extratted from the minutes of the C.)
which is not only folly and fbame to them, if Solomon is right, but pecu-
liarly arrogant and afluming. No wonder that they, who affume the pre. “\4
rogative to cenfure a prefoytery unheard, fhould ufurp dominion ovéw
3 fingle member.— As this author could not but know that the late C.’s
exercifing jurifdiétion over a member of that body is reprobated by many; .
as ufurpation and tyranny ; to fave them from reproach, fomething mftit
be done Finding that the prefbytery had fupported my charaéter,
attack me alone would not do, unlefs the prefbytery alfo are annihilated;
or brought into publick difgrace. To accomplifti this, he picks yp mew
.matter to fupport the C.’s jadgment, madc up four months efore h;p:
they had this evidence, (if it can be called fuch) which he pub ithes in his
Appmdm, confifting of a feries of as fcandahzmg,mahcnous, z refaced lies,

egotten by

the devil, concived and bronght forth by the Rev, N. Menil, and mld

- ~
- ———————— e . e

w:fcd into the publick by tlm. author, LThis
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This Mr. Merril, falling under the cenfure of the prefbytery, not for re.
Sufing to join awith them in acquitting me, and cenfuring the church, as he fays;
but for wilful lying, and appealing to God for the truth of that, which
every member of the prefbytery prefent knew to be a deliberate falfchood,
he flies to this author for refuge ; tells him a pack of lics ; cbtains from
him (as 1 have good evidence) a recommendation, purporting, that if the
Jaid Merril aas in good flanding before avith the prefoytery, and if his account
of their condud avas true, he recommends him ; and {everal Rev. gentlemen’s
names are {fubfcribed. : |

How admirable this condu& ! If Judas did well, he might be com-
mcnded 3 but he did ill ; and fo has Mr. Merril.

I will remark no further on this curious Appendix, one page of which
contains more than feven wilful, deliberate lics, as I can prove ; but only
infert the teftimony of the committee of the Salem prefbytery in this cafe,

¢« THE committee of the Salem prefbytery, met at Sylvefter, Sept.
2oth, 1784, having jult fcen a pamphlet, eatitled A Brief Defence of the
late Council’s Refult, &c. in the Appendix to which are publithed fome
affidavits in favour of the Rev. Nath’l Merril, in which is a great miffake,
not to fay falfehood, as is fully evinced by the minute of the prefbytery
in the cafe, and confefled by Mr. Merril, p. 3. o

¢ Said Appendix alfo coutains fome anecdotes of the Salem prefbytery,
which the author takes from the {aid Mr. Merril, in whichis a catalogue
of glaring falfehoods, as every member of the prefbytery, then prefent,
can teltify, and which appear fo defiberate, awiiful and malicious, that had
the Rev. Dr. W, (whom the author, with a {neer, calls the prefident ) been
found guilty of one fuch inftance, he would have fclt the rebuke and cen.
fure of this body, and, without repentance, been depofed.

¢ It 1s furprifing that a gentleman, who makes fo high a profeflion of
conformity to the meek and gentle fpirit of Chrift, fhould, out of zeal to
fink the prefbytery in the efteem of the publick, place fuch confidence in
the veracity of one, who, for years, has not fultained the faireft charaéter
for truth and virtue, as to rifk his own charaéter upon it, in publithing
his reports, without better evidence than that of one under cenfure for
no other crime than falfe dealing, and repeatedly appealing to Heaven for
the truth of a deliberate and wilful falfehood. A good man will not
eafily believe an ill report. But this author, on no better evidence
than that of an enraged complainant, has taken up a reproach againit a
regular judicature of Chrift, and believed them guilty of very partial, un-
conftitutional and hoirid abufe of one of their members. -

‘ How abfurd is it for him to fay, (Appen. p. 5.) ¢ If the above is a
Juft reprefentation of fads, ae may conclude, &c.'  He ought to have known
it to be ju/l, before he publifhed it : and he could very eafily have known
it to be deliberately falle, had he chofe it ; and thus faved his labour in
tranfcribing Mr. Meuril’s lies, and drawing fuch formidable conclufions
from them. Muft not charity itfelf conclude, that an intemperate and
mifguided zeal agaiuft prefbytery has made him floop to be a conduit to
the publick of a poifonous ftream of fallchood, which he {fuppolcs may
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be fich? Therefore, to fave that author further trouble in publithing,
unknown, either truth or falfchood in this affair, we do teftify that the
ftate of fa&s, as publithed from Mr. Merril, as to the chief important

points, is abfolutely falle : therefore the conclufions, juftly drawn from

them, are falfe alfo—and we juftly infer, that one, who is fo forward, on
fuch flight evidence, to cenfure a regular judicature of Chrift, and flander
them to the world, will be as ready, on as flender evidence, to cenfure
and defame individuals, which, for this and other reafons, we think is
the cafe in faid pamphlet, as to the chicf objet of his oppofition,

- ¢¢ On comparing Mr. Merril’s original paper, we find the author has
publithed a grofsly falfe copy. And we teltify, that after faid Merril
had read a part of faid paper, he refufed to give the prefbytery a true
copy, or even to fee the original, till they would pledge their honour not
to improve any thing in it, which he had not read before, againit him.
The part he did not read contained his proteft and declinature, which, he
often declared, was a fecret, and not defigned to be laid before the pref-
bytery.

‘y“ '{‘hc above, being read and examined, was unanimoufly voted.

Teft. SaMueL PerLey, Moderator.

Joun Strickranp, Prefb.Clk.”

On the whole, it is too manifeft that this author delights in flander, as
his element, or elfe that the defence he has undertaken has conffrained him
to it, fince he has been fo induftrious to colle& and publith fuch a mafs
of demonftrably falfe reports ; and fo vicious as wilfully to mifreprefent
facts, in order to deftroy my and others characters, and all without the
lcaft provocation.

If this {prings from a natural propenfity and delight, it can admit of
none, if from conftraint, it can admit of only a forlorn defence, even a
worfe than the real or pretended neceflity of the thief or highway-
robber-——For ¢ he who fteals my purfe, fteals trath—it was fomething,
nothing—-it has been a flave to thoufands ; but he who filches from me
my good name, robs me of that which not enriches him, but makes me
poor indeed.”*

For the author’s fake, for the fake of religion and humanity, T with his
name concealed. The publick fhall never hear it from me, without prefl-
ing neceflity. But as the highway-robber is guilty of his own blood, who
dies by the hand which refifts his attack, fo he would have no caufe to
complain, fhould he die by the retortion of his own murderous weapon ;
with which he has been wounded once before, and juftly in fome refpeéts,
by a man much his {uperiour ; and of which he is ftill bleeding., +-

However, I will not clofe without thankfully acknowledging the cor-
re&ion he adminifters, (tho’ with the briars and thorns of the wildernefs,
and with an indelicacy unbecoming his profeflion) where he refers to what
1 fay, p. 5. of my Brief Hiltory, viz. fere the minifler has a full negaiive
on the feffion and awhole church, &c.~1 frecly own that this is tyranny with

o witneds, in the fenfe in which I now find many people underfland it, via.
That

* Sla l'gft)(ar.
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That it implies a power in the minifter, fovereignly to put a ftop to an
a&ion, by his negative, and fo prevent the church from a fair remedy ;
which is the cafe when this power is exercifed in congregational churches,
where there is no appeal.———"That I had right ideas of z negative, T will
not fay ; but right or wrong, all that I intended by it was, that while
therg is a minilter, he being ex oficio moderator of the feflion, and execu-

tioner of their {entences, they cannot proceed to iffue any caufe without

his concurrence 3 yet there lies an appeal or complaint to an higher judi-
cature. ‘This is all I meant by a negative ; and this, as I conceive, be-
longs to every member of the church, as I have exprefled it, Brief Hift,
p. 6. where 1 fay, ¢ 4. My anfiver invefts every brother and fifter in the

“charch, fingly and alone, to arrcit or ftop the execution of any {entence of

thic {eflion, by ftating and profecuting their objeétions before an higher

judicature.”’—But after all, if I am miftaken in my conceptions on this'

head, I with to be fet right by thc inftru&ion, not abufe, ¢f any man.—
But fuch a negative appears to me to be eflential to the liberty of both
rinifters and people.

From the preceding pages, “tis clear, that thofe who cdn {o readily be-
licve, take up and publifh fuch behind-back reports and {furmifes, on fuch
flight evidence, in order to fcandalize their brethren, (and doubtlefs feve-
ral of that C. approved this Defence) will as cafily take up with as flight
cvidence before an ex parte C. behind-back. Such boldly violate that
command, Tleu fhalt not bear fulfe avitnefs againf} thy neighbour. This re-
quires the maintaining and promoting of truth between men, and forhids what-
ever is prejudicial to truth, or injuricus to our owwn or our neighbour’s good name.
T'his author has murdered his own,and has endeavoured to murder the good
name of others; which he has done withont any offence offered him. I
appeal to the world as to my delicate treatment of the C. in my Brief
Httory.

As to the C.’s condudt and Refult, they are totally indefenfible, unlefs
they can prove that they had proper jurifdi&tion over me.  If this cannot
be proved, if they had none, (which they own) they were wrorg ab initio,
and every ftep they have taken will, by the impartial, be efteemed tyranny
and ufurpation, and they be confidered as bufy-bodies in other men's matters.
All they can fay, tho’ they fhould publifh a thoufand crimes of the firft
cnormity, and ten thoufand behind-back evidences to prove them . would
not be a dufl in the balunce towards juftifying their condu&, nor in the
lealt wipe off the feandal and juft reproach which they have brougit on
themfelves from all men of difcernment, of cvery denowination.  Their
further flandering me, as they have done in the Defence ; and thei+ pro-
ceeding to publith (as has been threatened) what they heard in the.r un-
Jawful C. behind my back ; and the author of the Defence’s very compay-

Sionate concealment of the general charges, the names of the aitneffes, and the

matter of their depofitions, &c. and the tender feclings of the C. toavards me,
publithed, p. 31. in a way tending to flander me, by a hint of real crimes
mercifully kept behind the curtain (the nfual manner of black defamers,
when they mean to flub charaters fatally )—1 fay, all this will be, and is
only adding fin to finy and going from bad to avsr/e ; but can in no meafure
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help their caute, but will plunge them deeper in guilt, and remove them
~ further from popular applaufe, the defired objeét.
- But it is now too late to attempt the proof of their jurifdi€ion over me :
for at the very time when they did what they did, they, under their fcribe’s -
hand, in their name, fay, ¢ they claim no juri{di®ion over me—"" which
is confirmed, in a letter to me, by their {cribe, fince.  Every word, there-

~ fore, they have faid or fhall fay; to prove their jurifdiion, is and will be

! in perfek contradiion to the fenfe they had of the cafe, at the time of
~ aftion. Therefore, could they now prove (which they cannot) a right
- of jurifdi&tion, (fince by their own confeffion they then had none) the
proof would come too late, and they are as chargeable with intentional
ufurpation, tyranny, &c. as though no fuch proof could now be found.

The only confiftent ftep they can take to remove the fcandal given to -
 all thinking Chiiftians of every denomination, is, to retra@ and confefs their
- fault. If God gives them fuch a temper, harmony will be reftored. But
while they juftify themfelves, whatever they may imagine, they will fink
in the elteem of the judicious. Publick repentance alone can reftore them
' to the efteem of the wife, and peace with themfelves. .

May the Lord grant to them, and to all, that fpirit of love which dif-
pofes to make full reftitution for injuries, and cements the hearts of all,
of every denomination, who love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity.

"
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