¢M%&***&MM*&M&&*M*A©
DO A e ' A S b ek e

Dr. WHITAKER’S
DISCOURSE

AGAINST

TORYISM

%X%%#X#W#M%WW%MKM%%%
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CURSE of MEROZ,

IN A DISCOURSE ON JUDGES srx 23, '

By NATHANIEL WHITAKER D, D. .
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PasTOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATION IN
S AL E M, STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS-BAY.

PUBLISHE'D AT THE DESFRE OF MANY WHO HEARD IT,s

Dedicated to his ExcerLENcy,

GENERAL WASHINGTON.

AND HE SAID, WHAT HAST THOV DONE ? THE VOICE OF THY 2ROe :
THER'S BLOOD CRIETH UNTO ME FROM THE GROUND. —
AND NOW THOU ART CURSED FROM THE EARTH, WHICH NATH OPIN<
IP HER MOUTH TO ARECKIVE THY BROTHER'S BLOOP FROM TY
'Ann ! JEHOVAH,
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To his ExcerLency,
GEORGE WASHINGTON Esq

Captain; General, and Commander in
chief of the Forces of the UniTED

STATES of AMERICA.
May il; pl(;@f; 'ydqr Exccllcx;cy

ITH the franknefs, and opennefs, of ons determined te
brve and die free, I bave, inthe following difcourfe, di-
wulged fome of my thoughts refpeiling the prefent times: And
JSinding by your Proclamation of “Fanuary 25th, 1777, you
were executing the very plan I bad juft drawn up for public
view; 1 could not think of one more likcly to patronize a dif-
courfe om this fubjesly or whofe influence could make it fo
extenfively ufeful. - I therefore beg leave o prefent it to your
Javeorable notice. © - o ’
Should all your Soldiers be infpired with the [entiments of
love and benevolence bere recommended, they, like their Gene-
rql, aould be Heroes indecd y and with ferene bravery, wing
0eir way through legions of opp:, ofing Tyrants, to vildory and
_trimmph,. to g’ory and renown in tb's world, and eterml reﬂ"
and veace in the world to come. = ’
That your Excellency, throuzh the fwhok af your martial
race, msey connand an army af Juch good foldiers, and go be-
Jore thém from conquering to conquer thofe encmies of God and
man, that invade onr rights, *till they fba’l turn back afbamed,
ard leave th fo v fiag States for ever ummoleSted 5 ani Jhat
s with vour baard of Flevoes, may long live g0 etyav the
blelffirgs of that peace and liberty God thall mate you the bap-
» “infruments of relloring to our bieeding land, and fill to blfs
us with continued examples of paticnce, valory and bensvolense,
and that in the clofe you may go befure them. and miilion: mare,
wbo with sou pusfue the bappinelsof mnkiad, into that king-
don, where love, peace aisd joy, ball compefe ai untading erown
of glory, is the fervent piayer of, ]Ll/ it pleafe your Excel<
Leney, )wr Lm’//,/zy s ot ebedicnt, bumible Servant, .
: ‘\IA I’Hﬁ‘\ L[LL. Wlll I‘Ahb,R
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JuU DGES. Cuar. 5,‘ VERSE 23/ :

Curfe ye Meroz, [aid the Angel of the Lord, curfe ye bitterly~
ke inbabitants thereof, becaufe they camenst to the belp of °
the Lord, to 15 belp of  the Lord, againit the mighty, :

I

XKLL HE Sum of the law of nature, as well as -
F ¥ Ik % IS of the written law; is love. Love to God .

‘;*:%»‘b&g* * ¢/ and man properly exercifed in tender feel- .
x % %0 T %

2

2 i O ings of the heart, and bencficent altions of
oG * &?%"g:‘? # {4 life, conftitutes perfe& holinefs. The Gof-
gi:*ﬁ*;;f pel breathes the fame fpirit, and acknow- |
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6 mas mmcwc2e ledges none as the difciples of Chrift, but -
ﬁé‘gN&\M th(rfe who love (not theirp friends only5 but |
even their enemies. * Blefs and curfe not, is one of the Jaws of .
his kingdom. Yet the avorfion of men to t.his good and bene- |
volent law, prompts them to frequent violations of it, which is .
the fource 6t all the evils we feel or fear: And fo loft are many
ta all the tender feelings requiret in this law, as to difcover
their enmity to their Creator, by oppofing the happinefs of hig
creatures, and {preading mifery and ruin among them, ‘

When fuch charallers as thefe prefent themfelves to cur view,
if we are poffefled with the fpirit of love, required in the law,
and gofpel, we muft feel a holy abhorrencs of them. Love it

e C e .
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[ 61 |
by God, to have the honor ¢f conquering this potent king; fo¥
tho’ other tribes muftered and were ready for the war, yet it
feems Zebulon and Naphtali only, were the people that jeopard-
ed their lives to the death, in the high places of the field. §
With this little army, raifed from two tribes only out of twelve,

+ Deborab and Barak march out and wage war againft their op-
preflor, for the recovery of their freedom. -

Fabin, it fcems, had no knowledge, or thdﬁght that Tfrael was ‘

arming againft him. The firft intelligence brought him, was,

that Barak was gone up to mount Tabor, that he had already

marched, and was on his way to invade his country. Some trai- "
tors, who pretended friendfhip to Ifrael, carried. him the

news ; hoping, doubtlefs, to ingratiate themfelves with Fabin,

‘byﬁiving him the earlieft notice peflible of this revolt. -

- No doubt, both Fabin and Sifera defpifed this fmall body of
undifciplined, unarmed troops ; and were confident they fhould

carry all before them, and quickly reduce thofe rebels (as he

doubtlefs termed them) to their former obedience. . But God,

who difpofes of all events, not only gave the victory to Ifrael,

but utterly deftroyed the whole hoft of Fabin, that not one efca-

ped, except Sifera the Captain General, and him God delivered

to be flain by the hand of a woman. Women have fometimes

been the deliverers of their country ; and can, when God in-

ipires them with courage, face the proudeft foe. O how eafy

is it with God to fave from the greateft danger, and by the weak«

eft inftruments, conquer the moft powerful enemies ?

J—

§ Context ver, 18, .
"% Some people, not the inhabitants of Meroz, fear the cvent of our prefent ftruge
gle, (1) on account of our inability, however we may exe:t ourfelves, to ovpofe the
power of the tyrant 5 and henee, tho' d firous of freedom, through want of fai:h in the
power and grace of God, care not al ; and fo weaken th: caufe they wifh right
fucceed. Or (2) They defpair of fuccets becaufe of fo many in thefe Stat 3, who are
Jokewarm in the caofe, and fecretly or cpenly friends to the tyrant, And {3) fome
ferinus people defpair of fuceefa becasfe of the abounding fins of our land.

" Fox the relicf and eftablifiment of fuch, 1 it treat them te conficer, that none of
the twelve tribes ar- mentioned as ent: rirg the field, but Zebulon a::d Napbrali ; and
not another as re:otely favouring the caufe, but Ephraim, Benjamir, Iffachar, and.
Machir of the family of Cal-b, Their civifions tlien werc much gecater than our’es
For the divifions of Reuben therve were great fearchings of Leart.---As to theit prmerg
their army was but ten theufand 3 and thefe withoutarms: for Deborab Enfumo us,
. that neither fhield 1.or frcar was fccn among 40 oce in lhael.. As to their l_'mc, the.y.
bad greatly revelted and chofen them new Gods, which was high treafon agai-fi theie
king. But notwithflanding all thefe difcouragements, we find vitory declarirg for
them on thefr. repentacce. ord proper exertion of the little power thfy Lad, ‘This
furely inuf} remove all cur fears in cur prefert ﬁtuulc, unl fs inper irericc and une
belict ftill rulen in our hearts 5 by which we iall jacur the sutle of Myiwm»
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Deborab and Barak, deeply imprefled with a fenfe of Ged’s
mercy in this deliverance, fang this fong as an exprefl.on of their
Joy and gratitude : From which, would time allow, many in-
ftructive leflons might be deduced. But the words of my text
lead us more direétly to confider fome things moft worthy cur
attention at this day; and therefore I have chofen them 2s the
theme of the following difcourfe. And in them we may obferve = .

1. THE crime for which this bitter curfe is denounced on the
inhabitants of Meroz. Probably this was fome town or State
in Ifrael, who being called to furnifh their quota of men and
money for the war, through fear of bad fuccefs, and, in that
cafe, of a heavier burden ; or from a fecret Juich to the enemy,
arifing from hope of Court preferment, cr favors already be-
ftowed on fome of their leading men ; or from fcme other Si-
nifter motive, thought beft to lie ftill, and not n:eddle in the
quarrel.  So much is certain ; they did not go with Dara# ta
the war. The crime they are charged with, is not their aiding,
aflifting, or furnithing the ehemy, or holding a fecret corref-
pondence with, or taking up arms to help them : They are not
charged as laying plots to circumvent the reft, or firiving to
difcourage their neighbours from going to the war; or as ter-
rifying others with defcriptiaps of the irrcfiftable power of Fa-
&in’s hine hundred chariots of iron, and the like : No, the inha-
bitants of Aeroz wete innocent jeople, compared to thefe ; they
were only negatively wicked ; thcy only failed in their duty ; they
did not arm to recovet their libcrties when wrefted from them
by the hand of tyranny. This is all the fault charged on them
yet for this they incurred the fearful curfe in tny text. Now,
if for mere negligence they deferved this curfe, what muft they’
have deferved whe aided and affified the enemy ? furely a fevena
fold bitterer curfe.

2. OgstrVE the curfe pronounced ; Curfe je Merok, curfe ye.
bitterly the inbabitants thercof.  Their condu&, on that occafion,
was fuch as deferved a fevere punifhment from the other States,
who are commanded te feperate them unto evil, as a juft veward
of their negleét. co

g.. V.Vs‘obfcrve by whom this curle was to be pronouriced
apd infli¢ted. Not by Deborab 2nd Barak alone, in a fit of an-
g°r 5 as prophane porfons in a rage curfe their ncighbours, and,

»
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undertake to punifth thein ; fuch often pronsunce curfes without
caufe ; but the curfe caufelefs thall not come. This curfe was
to be pronounced and inflicted by all the people, who are here
required to be of one heart, ané engage ferioufly, religioufly and
determinately in curfing them, and as Gods minifters, to exe-
cute his wrath upon them. We may not fuppofe, that this
work was left to the people at large, or to a mob ; but the ru-
lers are firft to proceed againft them, * and all the people to fup-
port and affift them in this work ; and fo all were to join, as
on¢ man, to curfe them, and that bitterly, i. e. they were fully
and without hefitation to condemn them to fevere punifhment,
and infli&t it on them. They were not to deal gingerly with
them, nor palliate their offence. They are allowed to make
no excufes for them, nor to plead ¢¢ that they were of a differ-
ent opinion, that they thought it their duty not to take up arms |
againft their king that ruled over them, but to fubmit_to the
higher powers : That liberty of confcience ought to be allowed

to every one, and that it would be hard to punifh them for act-

ing their own judgments. + No fuch pleas might be made for '

-.them, nor one word fpoken in their favour, their fin being a-

" gainft the great law of love and light of nature, but all, with
full purpofe of heart, were to curfe thofe cowardly, felfith, cring-
ing, lukewarm, half-way, two-faced people, and to treat them
as out-cafts, and unworthy the common prote&ion or fociety of
wthers.

4. OBSERVE by whofe command they were required to curfe
Meroz. It was not by the command of Deborah and Barak,
but of God himfelf; yea by the command of Jefus Chrift, the
meek and compaffionate Saviour of men. Curfe ye Meroxz, faid
the Angel of the Lord. ‘This was the Angel of God’s prefence,
who then fought for Ifrael, and who was fo offended with the
people of Aeroz for theit felfithnefs and indifference in this im-
portant caufe, that he not only curfed them himfelf, but com-
“1ands all the people to curfe them, and infli& his wrath on
c¢hem in this world.

* This is cvident from the order of Government God efablifhed in Ifrael,

+ Liderty of confeicnce is often pleaied in excufe for the worft of crimets In
seatters of mere eonfeie. cc, the plea is valid, but in nothing elfe, T ofe are mats
#2rs of mere confcience in whic. rove are concerncd but God and the petfon a&ting 5
av in matters of foith ard wor@ip. But when a@ions refpe@ focicty, and bccome
injurious to tl e «ivi) rights of men, thcy are preper fubje@e of civil lJaws, and may
be punithedy matwishfiancing the plea for liberty of confsience,
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§ Oeserve the circumftance which aggravated their crime,
wiz. the enemy that enflaved them was mighty. Had the foe
been weak and contemptible, there had been lefs need of their
help. But when a powerful tyrant opprefled them, and they
- were called upon to unite with t{:eir fuffering brethren in thak-
ing off his yoke, and all their ftrength little enough, to oppafe
him, then ta excufe themfelves, was highly criminal, and in ef-
fe& to join with the tyrant to rivet flavery and mifery on the
whole nation. This was highly pravoking to God, whofe great
end is to diffufe happinefs, and not mifery, among his creatures,
and never punithes, but when his fubjeéts oppofe this defign.

THis was the crifis when their all lay at ftake. They well .

knew that their brethren (however they themfelves might be
diftinguifhed, with court favours by the tyrant) were groaning
under cruel bondage : But as felﬁ!ﬁnefs renders people callous
and unfeeling to the diftrefles of others, fo they were eafy and
fatisfied to fee their brethren tortured by the unrelenting hand
of oppreflion, if fo be they might fleep in a whole fkin. They

wete contented others thould go forth and endure the hardthips
of war, but refufed to engage in the work, or bear any part of

the burden with them, though all was hazarded through thefr* B
negle@t. How bafe was this condué, while they knew the

ftrength of the enemy ? This confideration was enough to have
engaged every ong, not loft to all the feelings of humanity, to
the firmeft ynion, and the moft vigorous exertions. But thefe
fervile wretches would rather bear the yoke, and fee the whole,
land involved in flavery, than entcr the ﬁlld,. and fhare the glo-
ry of regaining their freedlom from a powerful foe. They pre-.
fered their prefent eafe, or fome court favors, with chains and;
flavery, to the glorious freedom they were born to enjoy.

~ Frow this view of the text and context, we may deduce the.
following doétrinal ebfervations,
1. THAT the caufe of Liberty is the éaufe of God and truthy

II. That to take arms and repel. force by force, when ouy.
Liberties are invaded, is well pleafing to God. '

HI. Tuar it is lawful to levy war againft thofe who-cpe
prels us, even when they are not in arms againft uss,

e ———— . S
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IV. TuAT indolence and backwardnefs in taking arms, and
exerting ourfclves in the fervice of our Country, when call-
ed thereto by the public voice, in order to recover and fe-
cure eur freedom, is an heinous fia in the fight of God. -

V. That Ged requires a people, ftruggling for their Liberties,
to treat {uch of the community who will not join them, as
open cnemies, and to rejeét them as unworthy the privi-
Iedges which others enjoy.

I. TuE caufe of freedom is the caufe of God. . To oper
this, I wil enquire
1. WiAT we are to underftand by Liberty, ar freedom,
i ‘ And then
2. ProveE that thjs is the caufc of God.

I. WaAT is meant by Liberty or freedom ? .

It is fufficient to my prefent purpofe, to diftinguith Liberty,
into Adoral, Natural, and Civil.® '

Morar Liberty lies in anability oropportunity to a&t or con-
du’t as the agent pleafes.

d
- HE that is not hindered by any external force from a&ting as
he chufes or wills to a&, is perfeétly free in a Moral fenfe ; and
fo far as he pofletles this freedom, (o far, and no farther is he a
ll:;foral, accountable creature, and his actions worthy of praife or
ame, ' )

By Natural Liberty I mean, that freedom of ation and con-
dult which "all men have a right to, antccedent to their being

“® I purof ly omit what Dr. Price, in his exce'lert obfervatiors on civil liberty
+ 2. calls Phyfical liberty 5 which [ ven ure to iav, with defferenc: tothis great man,
0 oot tobe tounl, ash-defi esre. iia.yiatellig nt agsn¢ in the uniwerfi.: For
that altie s may be ¢ proweriy oura™ e muk -y hem the e &s of filt-d.t £ ninatron
only, ¢ without the op=ration of any fareign caaf=.* This at onc blow, demolithes
all th:power anl vale: of nativee, whizh a-¢ always forcign to the agtiorsthey pro=
duc, as e cauf: isto the eff 2. Aud -hug the iffue is, that we mul aft withouta g
#eaf31, mative, aim, or ¢ d of our actio v, in order ti:2t shey may be properly gur
944, Bt this redusca us to mere Masaiads, o :
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members of faciety. This Mr, Lockedefines to be ¢ That flate

or condition in which all men naturally are to order all their aéti-
cns, and difpofe of themfelves and pofleflions as they think fit,
within the bounds of the law of nature, without afking lcave,
or depending on the will of any man.” 1n this ftate all men
are equal, and no one hath a right to govern or controul ano-

ther: And the law of nature, or the eternal reafon and fitnefs -
of things, is to be the only rule of his conduét ; of the meaning-

of which, every one is to be his own judge,

Bur fince the corruption of nature by fin, the lufts and paf-
fions of men fo blind their minds, and harden their hearts, that
this perfect law of love is little confidered, and lefs practifed ; fo
that a ftate of nature, which would have been a ftate of perfe
freedom and happinefs had man continued in his firft recti-
tude, is a ftate of war, rapine and murder. Hence arifcs an
abfolute neceflity that foc.etics fhould form themfelves into po-.
litic bodies, in order to enact laws for the public fafety, and
appoint fome to put them in execution, that the gnod may be
encourayed, and the vicious deterred from evil practices: And
thefe laws {hould always be founded on the law of nature,

1 HencE it appears, that perfect civil Liberty differs from na-
tural, only in this, that in a natural ftate our actions, perfons,
and pofleffions, are under the dircction, judgment and controul
of none but ourfelves ; but in a civil ftate, under.the direction
of others, according to the laws of that ftate in which we hve ;.
which, by the fuppofition, are perfectly agiecable to the law of

nature. In‘the firft cafe, private judgment; in the fecond, the’
public judgment of the fenfe of the law~of nature is to be the’

rule of condu&, When this is the cafe, civil Liberty is perfed,
and every one enjoys all that freedom which God defigned for
his rational creatures in a focial ftate.  All Liberty beyond this
is mere licentioufnefs, a liberty to fin, which is the wor®t of Ja-
very. But when any laws are enalted, which crofs the law of
nature, there civil Liberty is invaded, and God and man juftly
offended. Therefore when thofe appointed to enalt and exe-

S

1 Civil Liberty is the frecdom of bodies politic, or States. Thisic weli defiacd -

by De. Price p. 2. to be ¢ The power of acivil focicty or fhatc re gov-r itf }f by itg
ewn difcretion ; or by laws of ite own making, without beipg {ub)28 1o any foxciga
Sifexstion, o the impuligions of any exffancays powery’] - '

- ———
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eute laws, invade this Liberty 1 they violate their truft, and op<
prefs their fubjelts, and their conftituents may lawfully depofe
them by force of arms, if they refufe ta reform. '

Now if it be unlawful for magiftcates in a State, to bind
their fubjects by laws cantrary to the law of nature, and if in
this cafe it is lawful fgr their fubjets to depofe them ; it follows,
a fortiori, that thould the rulers of one State afflume a power to
bind the people of another State, wha never intrufted them with
a legiflative power, by fuch unrighteous laws, thofe opprefled
people would be under no kind of abligation ta fubmit to them
but ought, if in their power, to appofe them and recover their
Liberty. Therefore the freedam of a fociety or State confifts in
acting according to their own choice, within the bounds of the
law of nature, in governing themfelves, independent of all other
States. This is the Liberty wherewith God hath made every
State free, and which no power on earth may lawfully abridge,
but by their own confent: Nor can they lawfully confent to
have it abridged, but where it appears for the greater good of fo-
ciety in general : And when this end cannot be attained, they

. have a1ight to refume their former freedom, if in their power.
1 procceed— - '

Glg. To prove that the caufc of civil Liberty is the caufe of
° L]

THuis follows from what hath been now faid. For if the
law of nature is the law of God ; and if God hath given everé{
fociety or State, liberty, independent of all other States, to aét
according to their own choice in governing themfelves, within
the bounds of the law ot nature ; then it follows, .hat this free-
dom is of God ; and he that is an advocate for ity efpoufes the
caufe of God; and he that oppofes it, oppofes God himfelf.
This Liberty hath God not only given, but entailed on all men;
fo that they cannot refign it to any creature without fin. There-
fore fhould any State, through fear, relign this freedom to a-
ny other power, ‘t would be offenfive to God. ~ Thus, had £-
merica fubmittzd to, and acquie fced in the declaration of the
Britifp Parliamznt,  That th ey have a right to bind us in alk

§¢ cafes whatfoever,” we Thould have greatly provoked God, by

T By eoaliag aad inforcing laws comsrarg to the law of natjure,

1
|
|
|
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granting that prerogative to men, which belongs to God only !

or could we have had reafon to hope for pardon and the g -
vine favour on our land, without unfeigned repentance: But as
repentance implies a change of conduét, as well as;of mind, fo
we muft have exerted ourfelves to undo what we had done, and
by every method in our power, to caft off the chains, and re-

fume our Liberty :

s

BurT to leave the dim light of }ea{on, let us hear what Divine
revelation fays in my text and context.

IsrAEL were a free, independent common wealth, planted by
God in Canaan, in much the fame manner that he planted us in
America. 'The nations around always viewed them with an en-
vious and jealous eye : As well they might, fince they drove
out feven nations more powerful than themfelves, and pofiefled
their land. But when by their grievous fins they provoked
God, he often permitted thofe neighbouring nations to invade
their rights, that they might be brought to a fenfe of their fin

and duty.

Z'abin the king of Canaan, one of thofe States, was God’s rod
to humble them. He invaded Zfrael, robbed them of their rights,
and held them in flavery twenty years : In all which he aéted
the part of a cruel tyrant, and provoked God, to his own deftruc-
tion. Fabin had long ruled over ffracl; but this gave him no
ri‘ght : His dominion was ftill mere ufurpation, as he robbed them
of the Liberty God had given them : And with a fingle view to
recover this and punifh the invader, God commanded them to
wage war on the tyrant, and fhake off his yoke. = They obey
the Divine mandate, affemble their forces, call on the various.
States to joikdthem in the glorious confli&t : And God himfelf
turfes thofe who would not affift to punifh this oppreflor.

No doubt Fabdin called this Rebellion, and made proclamati= °

on that all who were found in arms, or any way aiding the re-
volt, thould be deemed and trcated as rebels, and their eftates
confilcated ; but that all who would make their fubmiffions,

fhould enjoy all their priviledges, as before, at his fovereign dif~

pofal. A glorious offer! How worthy the joyful and thankful
acceptance of men borh to freedom ! Rather, where’s the
wretch fo fordid as not to feel this as an infult to human nature ?

@« where’s the chriftian that does not view it as a reproach of

S e e
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his God ? an! who will not, with good Hezekiah, fpread befors

the 1 ord, in humble prayer, the words of this Rabfbekab, pub-
Jified to reproach our God, as unable to defend us, though en-
gaged in his caufe ! Or where is the man, fo loft to all noble
and generous feclings, that would not chufe to die in the field
of nurtial glory, rather than accept fuch infulting terms of
ﬂcacc, or rather of mifery ; to live and fee himfelf; his friends,

is wife, children and country, fubjugated to the arbitrary will
and difpofal of a mercilefs tyrant ?

But doubtlefs thefe inviting, gracious terms of peace, had

" great infiuence on fome. The inhabitants of Meroz feem to

have been fuch daftardly, low-fpirited, court fycophants; and
alfo many ui the tribe of Reuben, for whdfe divifions there were
great fcarchings of heart. Thefe probably trembled at the
power of ‘falin, and thought him invincible, though oppofing
God himiclf, whofe caufe they were called to efpoufe. Some
might call the war rebellion, and others, by open or fecret
praltifes, difcourage and weaken the caufe.

THis is vety applicable to our prefent cafe. We ate declars
ed rebels by the king of England: His fervants offer pardon to
all who will lay themfelves at his feet to difpofe of as he fhall
fee Tit, and *“ to bind them, their children and eftates, at his
pleafure, in all cafes whatfoever.” What gracious terms of

_peace | Muft not this yoke fit with peculiar eafe and pleafure

on the necks of free-born Americans! Yet, with horror he it
fpoken, there are free-born fons of America, fo loft to all fenfe
of honor, Liberty, and every noble feeling, as to join the cry,
and prefs for fubmiffion. O tell it not in Gath, publifh it not
in the ftreets of Afhkelon. ' . .

WE bave fome, but blefled be God, that we-have no mote,
of the inhabitants of Meroz fcattered among us; fome whofe
‘endeavours to. divide us, caufe great fearchings of heart. Bat be
it known to them, and to all men, that they, as Meroz, are
fiphting againft God. This affertion is confirmed by the curfe
dercunced on Mercz by Gods command ; for had they not op-
pofed him, he weuld not have curfed them. 'They then were
the retcls, in the judgment of God, and not thofe who took up
arms to recover their liberties : Rebels againft the God of Hea-
ven ; and therefore fedl under his, and his people’s curfe ; as all

thole thall, who oppofe, or neglect to promote the like glorioug-

caufe,
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FroM what hath been faid, the truth of the fecond obferva-

tion appears ; viz. : ,

II. THAT to take arms, and repel force by force, when our
“Liberties are invaded, is well pleafing to God. .

THis is a natural confequence from what is faid above, and
from the text itfelf. Deborah and Barak, in taking arms againft
I‘)‘abin, a&ted agreeable to the law of nature, which is the law of
ove ; were alfo particularly excited, dire¢ted and commanded
thereto by God himftlf. + They did not by this war, aim at -
dominion over others, nor feek to deprive any of their natdral
rights ; but only to recover and fecure the Liberties and rights
which had been wrefted from them ; that they might thereby
fpread peace and happinefs through all the tribes of Ifrael ; while
the real happinefs of others would not thereby be diminifhed.
This, by the law of nature, was fufficient to juftify them, If
then they confermed to the law of love in taking up arms ; and
if God required them to make war on Fabin; then it was unde-
niably pleafing té him. But if God approved their condu& in
this cafe, he certainly will approve thelike conduét in all fimilar
cafes ‘Therefore when one country or State invades the liber~
ties of another ; it is lawful ahd well pleafing to God for the op~
prefled to defend their rights by force of arms: Yea, to negle®
this, when.there is a rational profpeé of fuccefs, is a fin, afin 2-
gainft God, and difcovers a want of that benevolence, and defire
of the happinefs of our fellow creatures, which is the higheft
glory of the faints.

I need not fpend time to prove that our firuggle with Grears
Britain is very fimilar to that of Ifrael with-Fabin. As they had,
io have we been long opprefled by a power that never had any
equitable right to our land, or to rule over us, but by our own
confent, and agreeable to a folemn compa&. When they vio=
lated this, all their right cealed ; and they could have no” better
. claim to dominion, than %abin had over Ifrael. A power in-
deed has been ufurped by the court of Great- Britain, ¢ to bind
us in all cafes whatfoéver : Which claim hath alieady produ~
ced many moft unrighteous and oppreflive laws, which they have
attempted to inforce by their fleets and armies: Imall which
they can be no more juftified, than Fabin in his tyranny over
Ifraek.  Therefore if it was thgi' duty to fight for the recovery

-

T Judges, 44 6, 74




. . [ 161

of their freedom, it muft likewife be ours. And to negleét this,
when called to it by the public voice, will expofe us to the curfe

of Meroz., Yea,

III. Itislawful, yea duty, to levy war againt thofe who op-
prefs us, even when they are not in arms againft us, if there

be a rational probability of fuccefs.

I fay, if there be a rational probability of fuccefs. For the
Jaw of love or nature will not juftify oppofition to the greateft
oppreflion, when fuch oppofition muft be attended with greatet
evils than fubmiffion. Therefore the primitive chriftians, and
_maniy of later ages, did not oppofe their cruel perfecutors ; as it
would, without a miracle, have brought on them inevitable de-
firuction. But where there is a rational probability of fuecefs,
-any people may lawfully, and it is their duty, to levy war on
thofe who rob them of their rights, whether they be rulers in
ithe State they live in, or any more diftant powers, even before
war is waged againft them,

/

T He-truth of this appears from the inftance before us.  Fa-
-bin, at this time was not at war with Jfrael ; no, they had been
conquered and under his government twenty years; and nothing
was heard, but the groans and cries of the opprefled. How
then, it may be afked, can they be juftified in commencing a
war !—Doubtlefs they had often petitioned for redrefs of griev=
ances, as we have done, and to as little purpofe. What more
could they do in a peaceable way ?—They were reduced to the
.dreadful alternative, cither tamely to fubmit themfelves and chil-
dren after them, to the galling yoke of mercilefs tyranny ; or
wage war on the tyrant. The laft was the meafure God 2p-
_proved,and therefore, by a fpecial command, enjoined it on them.
‘T"his we are fure he would not have done, had it been offenfive
torhim. He did not require Jj7ael to wait till Fabin had invaded
their country and ftruck the firft blow, (as we did in refpect to
our Brit;jh oppreflors.) but while all was peace in his kingdom,

for ought we find, God commands /fra¢/ to raife an army, and
invade the tyrant’s dominions.

"THE moral reafon of this is obvious : For ufurpation or ops
preflion, is offenfive war, already levied. Any State which ufurps -
& power ever another State, or rulers who, by a wanton ufe of
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their power, opprefs their fubjects, do thereby break the peace,
and commence an offenfive war. In fuch a cafe oppofition is
mere felf-defence, and is no more criminal, yea as really our
duty, as to defend ourfelves againft 2 murderer, or high-way-
robber. Self-prefervation is an inftinck, by God, implanted in.
our nature : "T'herefore we fin againft God and nature, when,
we tamely refign our rights to tyrants, or quietly fubmit to pub-
lic opprel{or's, if it be in our power to defend ourfelves.

A rebel indeed is a monfter in nature y an enemy, not only to.

his country, but to all mankind : He is deftitute of that bene-
volence which is the higheft honor and glory of the rational na-
ture.—Bdt what is a rebel ? What thofe a&ions for which a.
man or people deferve this opprobrious charge ?—Thofe only
are rebels who are enemies to good government, and oppofe fuch.
as duly execute it. A flate of nature is a ftate of war. Civil,
government, which is founded in the confent of focicty to be
governed by certain laws framed for the general gcod, and duly
executed by fome appointed thereto, puts an end to this State,,
and fecures peace and fafety. He therefore who tranfgrefles this.
compaét,‘even he oppofes good government, and is a rebel, re-.

kellar, ‘he raifes war again,

In this, it matters nat whether the perfon be a king or-a fuba
jet ; he is the rebel that breaks the compaét, he renews the war,.

and is the aggreflor : And every member of the body-politic, is"

bound, by the eternal law of benewolence, to fet himfelf againft
him, and if he perfifts, the whole muft unite to root him from-
the earth, whether he be high or low, rich or poor, a king or a-
fubje@. The latter indeed lefs deferves it, by how much lefs
mifchief he is capable of doing. But when a king or ruler turns.
rebel, (which is vaftly more frequent in proportion to their num-
bers) being armed with- power, he ever fpreads defolation and.
mifery around his dominions, before he can be regularly and,
- properly punithed; and therefore is proportionably higher in.
guilt : Witnefs Pharach, Saul, Manaffeh, Antiochus, Fulian,
Charles the firft, of blefled memory, and George the third, wha.
vies with the chicf in this black catalogue,, in fpreading mifcry.
and ruin round the world. -

’

fiibjedts, levigs war-on them, puts thom.out of his-progiion,

: .
-THE ruler who invades the civil or religious rights of his..

*y
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and diffolves all their allegiance to him : Forallegiance and pro-
tetion are reciprocal, and where one is denied the other muft
ceule,

IF thefe obfervations are true (and they cannot be denied with
modefty) then it is as lawful, and as ftrongly our duty to pro-
fccute a war againft the king of England for invading our rights
and liberties, as to bring an obftinate rebel to juftice, or take
arms againit fome foreign power that might invade us. Op-
pretlion alone, if perfitted in, juftifies the opprefled in making
wur on the oppreflors ; whether they be rulers or private per-
fons, in our own or a foreign State. The reafon is, becaufe
oppreflors are encmies to the great law of nature, and to the
happinefs of mankind. For this, God commanded Jfrael to
commence a war againft Fubin, that, being free from his pow-
er, happinefs and peace might be reftored, A -

IN our conteft with the tyrant of Great-Britain, we did not
indeed commence the war: No: But tho’ under a load of al-
moft infupportable infult, abufe and reproach, we raifed our
humble and earncft petitions, and prayced only for Peace, Liber-
g and Safety, the natural rights of all men.  But be aftonithed,

. O Heavens! And tremble O England ! While our dutiful {up-
- plications afcended before the throne, the monfter was meditat-
ing the blow ; and ¢’re we rofe from our knees, he fixed his dag-
ger in our heart | If this is to-be a father, where can be the
monfter ? If this be the exercife. of lenity and mercy, as he
vainly boafls, + what muft be his alts of jultice? O merciful
God, look down and behold our diftrefs, and avenge us of our.
cruel foe. Can we reflect on thole fcenes. of flaughter and
defolation which he hath fpread before our eyes, and. doubt of
our duty ? Is.it any longer a fcruple whether God calls us ta
war ! If fuch infults and abufe will-not juftify us, no abufes
ever can. Yea, had Gesrge withheld his- hand’ from thedding.
our blood, the grievous oppreflions we groaned under before,
and the contempt and infult with which he tréated -our petiti=
ons, were fully tufficient to juftify us in the fight of God and
all wife men, had we began the ‘war, and expelled his troops
from our country by firc and fword. ~Is it poffible that Fabin.
could treat Ifrael with greater infult, or more unjuftly invade

4 Scc Gen, Howe's prectamation of Norcaber 3;tb. 17764
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their rights?  But for this God.commanded 7/rael to make war
on him, and pronounces a heavy curfe on thole who refufed to
join in carrying it on. This leads me to fhew,

IV. THAT thofe who are indolent, and backward to take up
armsand exert themfelves in the fervice of their country, in or--
der to recover and fecure their frecdom, when called thercto by
the public voice, are highly criminal in the fight of God and
man, ‘ T

THis doftrine is wrapt up in the very bowels of my text.
Curfe ye Mervz, faid the Angel of the Lord, curje ye bitterly the in-
habitants thereot, becaufe they came nat to the belp of the Lord, to the
belp of the Lord againj? the mighty, ‘The curfe’of God falls on
none but for fin ; for he delights in bleffing, and not in curfing.
And he never permits any of his fubjets to execute his curfes
on their fellow fubjeéts, but where the crime is highly aggravat-
ed ; much lefs does he allow them to curfe them bitterly, unlefs
their guilt is excecding great,  Now fince God eommands Ifra-
el ro curfe Meroz bitterly, we fairly infer, that their fin was of
a crimfon dye, and moft provoking to him and his people. And
whoever is guilty of the like conduct in our conteft with Great-
Britain, incurs the like guilt,

Turs needs no further proof. For if it be allowed, that the
ftate of the cafe betwcen Great- Britain and America, is, in its
main parts, parallel with that between Fabin and Ifrael, as hath
been fhewn, then the crime of negligence is as heinous in this
ftruggle as in that.. And as Ifrael were 1equired to curfe bit- -
terly thofe cowardly, felfith, half-way people, fo are we to curfe
the like charaters at this day. And as thofe people, for their
negle&, expofed themfelves to the lofs of all the privileges and
bleflings of a free State in this world, and to the eternal ven-
geance of God in the next ; fo it highly concerns all to take
heed that they do not fall under the fame condemnation. That
we may avoid the rock on which they were loft, I will,

1. Give their chara&ter, - : -
1I. Mention fome aggravations of their fin.

I. T will h.iht at fome things Which difcover people to be like
the inhabitants of Jerez, o ,
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Few, T fear, are perfeitly clear in this matter : ‘Alafs, there
is too great neglizence among people in general. Private inte-
rets and felfith confiderations, ingrofs the thoughts and cares of
many, who with well to the caufe of Liberty, and divert their
attention and exertions from the main thing which calls for our
firtt and chief regard, wiz. the defence of our country from ty-
ranny, and fecuring our civil and religious freedom. Itis
mournful to fee mott men eagerly purfuing worldly gain, and
heaping up unrighteous mammon by cruel oppreffion and grind-
ing the faces of the poor ; while our country lies bleeding of
her wounds, and fo few engaged to bind them up. Let fuch
confider, that they are guilty of the fin of Meroz, and tho’ they
may not fcel the curfe of men in this world, they fhall not,
without fincere repentance, efcape the wrath and curfe of God
in the world to come.  Every one is called, at this day, to come
to the help of the Lord againft the mighty ; cither to go out
to war, or in fome way vigoroufly exert himfelf for the public
good.  There are various things neceflary for the defence of
our country befides bearing arms, tho’ this is the chief ; and all
may, one wty or other, put to a helping hand. There are va-
rous arts and manufattures eflintial to the fupport of the inha-
bitants and army, without which we muft foon be overcome:
In one or other of thefe, men and women, youth, and even chil-
dren, may be employed, and as effentially help in the deliver-
ance of their country, as thofe who go out to war.  All are now
called to more than ordinary frugality and diligence in their re-
fpe&ive callings; € and thofe of ability fhould be liberal and
forward to encourage manufaétures for the public good. * But
alafs, that fo few make the intereft and wellfare of the public
the main obje¢t of their purfuir. Yet there are fome, and I
hope many, who with truth can fay, they have done their beft,
according to their circumftances, for the defence and fafety of

" q] Suppnfe cvery fifth manto be employed in the army, and thenumber of depend«

snts to he as grear as befor 1 then every man muf fabour one fifth.more than for- |

merly, in or er to fupport thof: in the army and their dependants, allowi..g them to
five as ch:ap in the army a* at home, which is net the safe,

® There a*h been a laudable f.irit, efpee’ally in fome towns, to eneourage ma.
rufi&urer, I have beeninfrrrid that Newbury, by a town vote, encouraged ere&-
ing works 7ni careying on the making Sa't-petre.  And in Salem, where the firft
was mad in this St:te fivera’ gantlemen gererouflyfubdferibed to 2flift mein making
experirents, and cre@ing the w+ke  And this winter they have fuhfcribed above
g0a!. to enahic me toeredd large §ult works i A manufa@ture meft neceflary for the
gocd of tke Siates . ' ’

s

\
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their country. Such, however the conteft may iflue, will enjod
the approbation of Geod, their own con{ciences, and of all the

friends of mankind.

BuT not to make our cafe appear better than it really is ; I fear
there are many among us, in one difguife or other, who, when
ftript of their vizards, will appear to be of the inhabitants of
Meroz ; and who, if their charatters were juftly drawn, weuld o
fecretly, if not openly fay, as the Pharifees in another cafe, /n
Jaying this, thou reproacheft us alfo. But as birds which are hit, .
fhow it by their fluttering, and it may ferve to bring fuch con-
temptible characters to view, and expofe them to the curfe they
deferve, and on the other hand, may convince fome reai fiiends
to freedom, of their finful negligence in the common caulfe, I
will venture to point out a fews ~

AMONG thefe charatters, I do not include fuch as aid, or in
words or aétions defend, or openly declare for the encmy, and
plead the right of Great-Britain * to bind us in all cafes what-
foever.,” Of fuch there are not many among us; owing pio-
bably to their fear of a vaft majority, which is on the fide.of
freedom ; and therefore they put on the guife of friendthip,
while they endéavor fecretly to work deftruction to the caute,
‘Thefe may be known by the following marks. .

1. Obferve the man who will neither go himfelf, nor contri-
bute of his fubftance (if able) to encourage others to go inte
the war, Such do what in them lays to break up the army ¢
"Thefe incur the curfe of Meroz.

2. Others will exprefs wifhes for our fuccefs, but will be fure
to back them with doubts of the event, and fears of a heavier
yoke.  You may hear them frequently magnifying the power
of the enemy, and telling of the nine hundred chariots of 'iron 5
the dreadful trgin of artillery, and the good difcipline of the Bri-
t:/b troops—Of the intolerable hardfhips the foldiers undergo,
and the ftarving condition of their families at home: And by a.
thoufand fuch arts endeavouring to difcourage the people from

the war, -
. /

3. Tusrs are other pretended friends whofe countenance
$gwrays them, When things go ill with our army, they appeat

.
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with a cheerful countenance, and affume airs of importance,
and you’ll fee the Core holding conferences in one corner or

“another. The joy of their hearts, on fuch occafions, will break
thre’ all difguifcs, and difcover their real fentiments ; while their
grief and long faces, in a reverfe of fortune, is a plain index
pointing to the end at which they really aim.

4. OTHERS, who talk much for liberty, you will find ever
oppofing the meafures of defence propofed ; making objections
to them, and fthewing their inconfiftency ; while they oﬁler none
in their ftead, or only fuch as tend to embarrafs the main de-
fign: They aré fo prudent, that they will wafte-away days,
{ea months to confider ; and are ever full of their wife cautions;

ut never zealous to execute any important proje¢t. When
fuch men get into public ftations; efpecially if they fill a feat
in our public councils, they greatly endanger the State; they
protra&t bufinefs, and often defeat the beft councils. Prudence
and moderation are amiable virtues, and the modeft mind feels
pain on ¥eing fufpelted as fanguine, rath and imprudent, This
gives the over prudent great advantage to obftru@ every vigo-
rous meafure, which they brand with the name of rathnefs :
And every friend to vigorous action feels the refle®ion, who,
without great fortitude, fits down abafhed, and with grief fees
-his counfels defeated. But if the meafure be adopted, the next
motion of the prudent man is, to delay the execution, that the
‘happy moment, on which all depends, may be loft. § Thefe

€[, We have a remarkable inftance of this nature in 2, Sauel 17, 1---14, David
had jult retreated from Jerufalem with only 660 men, when Abfalom eateged the ci-
ty, and night came on. ~ Abitbopbel eounfelled for 2n imr ediate purfuits. This was
wife and good eounfel in the cale. But Hujbai, a friend in heart to Dawid, and firm
to Abjatlom in appearance, difapproved the counfel of Abithopbel as rafh and impru-
dent at skat time, cnl-wdvifid to more modeiate and eautious meafures : And to ear-
ry his goint, he 1 agnifics the gencralthip of Dawid, and the valor of his treops &
He hints the great dangcr there was, that his own tfoops, fo new in oppofition to
their king, would be thrown into confution, and melt away through fear of the valor
of David and his men, and probably defert and join him, on a mere report, that
there wos 2 flaughter among Abfalom’s army ; and that a defeat would be utter ruin,
, He therefore micves, th:t all Iiruel be gathered together as the fand of the fea, that
fo they might fwallow wp David in a moment. But matk~his defign~-was it to
gain advantageof Dawid £ noj butto give him an epportunity to retreat, coll & a
Jarger force, and di.pcfe his army for battle. - )
Happy thould we be, if all HujFai's were banifhed from our couneile, or thetr firaa
tagems difcovcred and defeated,  Pradence and caution are highly ncee@fary : But ta
be always deliberating, and cppofing vigorous meafurcs, and flo = in excewting, :.
fich a crifis as this, is frongly charafterifiic of an inhabitant of Meroas :

'
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sver and over prudent men ought to be fufpeed, and viewed
with a watchful eye : And thedifcerning miad will foon be able
to difcover, whether fuch counfels fpring from true wifdom, or
from a defign to enfnare us, g :

. §. Sowme are difcovered by the eompany they keep. You
may find them often with thofe who have given too much rea-
fon to fufpect their enmity to our caufe, and rare?' with the .
zealous friends of liberty, except by accident ; and then they

fpeak and aét like creatures out of their element, and foon

" leave the company, or grow mute, when /berty is the fubje& of

difcourfe,

6. THERE are others who in heart with well to our caufe,
but through fear of the power of our enemies, they are back-
ward to join vigoroufly to fupport it ; they really with we might
fucceed, but they dread the hardthips of a campaign, and chaofe
fo to condudt, that, on whatever fide victory may declare, they
may be fafe. '

». OtuEr$ with well to the public caufe, but have a much
greater value for their own private and perfonal intereft. They
are high fons of liberty, *till her caufe croffes their private views,
and even then, they boaft in her name, while, like Géorge 3d.
they ftab her to the heart, by refufing fubmiffion to thofe regu-
Jations which are effential to het prefervation. )

ALL tlefe, and many others of the like kind, might doubt-
lefs have been found in Aderoz, and yet the beft of them all fell
under this bitter curfe: For whatever were their private fenti-
ments, they all led to the iflue, viz. to keep them back from
thofe vigorous efforts that the caufe of liberty then required,
and for want of which, it was greatly hazarded. And whatever
motives influence men at this day, whether a defire of eafe, hope
of power, honor, or wealth ; if they do any-thing 4gainft, or
negle to affift 21l in their power, the gloriouscaufe of freedom,
now in our hands, they, in a greater or lefs degree, incur the
curfe of Meroz. Now, if ever, is that text. to be applied to
fuch, Curfed be he that doth the work of the Lord deceitfully; and - -
curfed be be that boldeth back bis ﬁgrd from bloed. * "This lcads me

® Jeremiah 4§ 10,
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I, To mention fome aggravations of this fin. -

1. THI: condud is a violation of the law of nature, which
requires ail to. exert themfelves. to promote happinefs among
‘mankind. Love is the fultilling of the law, but thes implies a
benevolent frame of heart, exercifed in beneficent a&ions té-
wards all men, as’we have opportunity. When therefore we
fee our_ fellow creatures, efpecially our friends and brethren,
whofe happinefs js more immediately our care, reduced to a
ftate of mifery, robbed of their moft dear and unalienablerights,
and borne down with a heavy load of oppreflion and abufe by
the hands of tyrants ; this law requires us to ftand forth in their
defence, even though we are not involved with thenr in the
fame evils, and how much more, when our own happinefs is
‘equally concerned ! 1 The man who can ftand by an idle
fpectator, when a murderer or robber aflaules his brother, and
not exert himfelf, in his defence, is defervedly accounted as cri-
minal, in law and reafon, as the murderer or robber himfelf,
and is expofcd to the fame punithment. Inadlivity, in fuch a
cafe,.is juftly efteemed an approbation of the crime. But as
freedom 1s an inheritance entailed on all men, fo whofvever in-
vades it, robs mankind of their rights, endeavors to fpread mi=-

fery among God’s creatures, and violates the law ef nature, and

all who refufe to oppofe him, whgn in their power, are to be
confidered and treated as confederates and abettors of his con=

dudét, and partakers in his crimes. o

2. THis finis againft pofterity. Our children after us muft
teap the fruit of our prefent conduét. If we nobly refift the
oppreffor, we thall, under God, dcliver them from his galling

oke; at Jeaft fhall avoid the gyilt of riveting it on them: But
if we bow tamely to have it faftened on our necks, unborn ge-
nerations, thro” unknown centuries, may never be able to thake
it off 5 but muft wafte away a wretched exiftence, in this world,

‘1 Mofus, thaugh o jeying all tic horory and pleafur.s of a crort, from the pute
berevatene: « f s heare, inteipafid o :d fmote an- Egvptian whom he faw cruelly op-
pr flizg ore of his brethizn.  Thts condué 1s fpok'n of with approbation
Ads 7, 24, 25.and was no reark of hia want of mecknefs, in v:!:it!l l_lc ex¢cllod alb
men 0a he face of the carth, Nurmbers 312, 3. How oppolice to this is che eharac~
torof muny great protenders to meeknefs i our day, who can tamely fec their bre-
threnabuied and phendered, and are fo meek, or rather fe!f fh as to pay their court to
tie wppreifors,  One would think, that like fome heathen; they worfbip the devil to
k~p him iz a good mosd, that he may not Lurt them,
\ .
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without anv other claim to the fruit of their labors, or even to
the dear pledges of conjugal love, the fruit of their own bodies,
than fuch as depends on the uncontrouled will of an haughty
tyrant, I -

Let us, for 2 moment, glance an eye on the next and fucceed-
ing generations. - What a fcene opens to view |  Behold thefe
delightful and flately manfions for which we labored, pofleficd
by rhe minions of power: Sce yonder fpacious ficlds, fubdued
to fruitfulnefs by the fweat and toil of our fathers or ourfelves,
yielding their encreafe to clothe, pampér and enrich the tyrants
favorites, who are bafe enough to aflift him in his curfed plots
to enflave us. -Does this roufe your rcfentment !—Stop a,
momerit, and I’ll fhew you a fpe€tacle more fhocking than this.
W hat meager vifages do I fee in yonder ficld, toiling, and covered
with fweat, to cultivate the {oil {—Who are thofe in-rags, bear-
ing burdens and drawing water for. thefe haughty lords, and then,
cringing to them for.a morfel of bread ? —T'hey are—O graci-,
ous God, fupport my fpirits—Theyare my fons, and my daugh-
ters, the fruit of my body, the pledges. of conjugal love, for
whofe comfort I tho’t my=If happy to.fpend ry days in labor,
my nights in care |—Thus are my hopes blafted | —O that they
had never been born, rather than.to fee them loaded with ircns
and dragging after them, where ever they go, the heavy, gall-
ing, .ignominious chains of flavery—But ‘may we not hope for-
an end of thefe miferies? —Alafs, what hope? Slavery debafes
the human faculties, and {preads-a torpor and fbupidity over the
whole frame ! They fink in defpair under their load ; they fee
no way, they feel no power to recover themfelves from this pit
of ‘mifery ; but pine away- and-die in.it,” and leave to their chil-
dren the fame wretched inheritance.—~——~What then docs he de-
ferve ? or rather, what curfe is too heavy for. the wretch that.
can tamely fee our couptry enflaved ? '

- 4. THas is a fin againft our forefathers. They left us a fair.
inheritance. They forfook their native land ; theland of ty-
ranny and.the furnace of iron ; and by their blood, trcafure and.
toil, procured this fweet, this peaceful retreat, fubdued the foil
when covered with eternal woods, raifed for us the ftately domes
which afford us fhelter from the ftorms, and fafe repofe, and
were exceedingly careful to inftru& us in the things which con- |
eern our temporal, and eternal liberty and peace,—And. fhaii
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" we refizn this patrimony, fo dearly bought by them, and entail+

ed tous by their will, living and dying 7 Shall we, I fay, refign
it all to that tyrant power, which drove them from their nacive
land to this, then howling wildernefs ? Shall we bow our necks
to the yoke which they, tho’ few in number, nobly cait off ?—
Should our fathers rite from their graves, they weuld difown
fuch children, and repent their care and toil for tuch degenerate
fons: ’ ’

N

5. THrs is a fin apainft contemporaries, Haw provoking
in the fizht of God and man is it to fee fome quite unconcern-
ed for the good of the public, rolling in eafe, amaffing wealth
tothemfelves, and flyly plotting to xﬂiﬁ oyr enemies in theirmura
derous defigns ; while others endure the fatigues of war, and
hazurd all that’s dear te ficure the peace, liberty and fafety of
the whale? Surely every benevolent heart muft rife with in--
dignation, and curfe thefe enemies' to God -and nature, - -

6. THis is a fin azain® the exprefls command of God. He
eommands us tq _fand fafl n the liberty wherewith be hath made
us freef and not to bow ta any tyrant om earth-when it is in.
our power to oppofe him, . I progeed, L

V. To fhew, that God requires a people, ftrugoling for their
liberties, to treat fuch of the community who will not join.-
“them, as open enemies, and to reje& them as unworthy the.
privileges of civil fociery. "+ - . :

>
s

‘THE fingle crime of "Meroz is faid to be this. “When they
were called to arm in order to fhake off the yoke of tyranny,.
they did not join in the glorious caufe.: For this, and only
this, they fell under the curfe of God and man. .- Not only..
cterpal wrath in_ the world to_come, was the juft reward of
this fin ; but {o highly was God' provoked thereby, as to com-
mand - his people to infli¢t his vengeance on them in this.
worid, that being held up as the monuments of his wrath, o«.
thers might hear and féar, and do no more fo wickedly.

A curfe is fomething more than wifhing ill to a perfon: Tt
implies a feparating him to fome evil or punithment. The
command in my wxt therefore required Ifrael to feparate the.

1 Calatians 50
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inhabitants of Meroz from fome temparal good the reft of /fra-
el enjoyed, and inflit on them fome fevere punifthment ; for
they were to curfe them bitterly. - -

AND why may we'not' fuppofe that this curfe confifted in

thefe things ?

1. That they fhould be deprived of that delightful freedom
and liberty, Ifrael had regained frorA the tyranny of Fabin. As
thefe wretches difcovered their fervile temper-in refufirg to ex-
ert themfelves for the recovery of their liberty, why fhould they
not be condemned to the flavery they chofe? Fabin'(like George)

probably - claimed ‘a right to lay any taxes on them he pleafed,

and ¢ to bind them in all cafes whatfoever ;” and they, rather
than jeopard their lives in'defence of their rights, tamely fub-
mitted to his demands, ‘Well, fince this was their choice, why
fhauld. it now be denied them ? Let thém be taxed at the fove-
reign will of the other States, without allowing them any re-
prefentation.” Since they loved, and fought to involve all Jfre-
¢/ with themfelves' in flavery, they fhould have it from the reft,
and receive but the juft reward of their condu&. With what
face could they complain of .fuch-treatment, fince they chofe to
fubmit to the fame from Fabin ? The change of maf{crs made
no'change in the fafk ; and if they, prefered flavery then, rather
than fight for their liberties; let them have it now, fince they
wauld do nothing to regain them. * C

2. Why may we not fuppofe that they were deprived of
their eftates, and reduced at leaft to a ftate.of tenantage at will ?

# How abfurd is their condu® who prefer, to qur glorious ftruggle for liberty, 2
tame fubmiffion to the clains of the. Britith parliameng? 1f we {ubmit, we naft
be flaves; for ta be governed and guided by rhe will of another, and n3t out own, is
perfe& ferviiude. 1f we fight and 2re eonquered, we can but be flaves,  If we eon-
quer, we gain our fieedom. On ene hand.the event is certain, th: chaine are rivet-
ed. On the other, there is a poffibility, and a probability too of a glorious
deliveral"cc; yea were all united, there would be a moral cemtainty of fucee's, On
thote therefore, whe like' Me-ox, refufe to come to the help of the Losd i the pre-
fent war, willdis the fin’ of involving millions-befides themfelves, in the mo#t abjeék.

mi‘ery and cruel flavery, Confider this, ye inhabitants of Merox; remember, there,.

is 3 Gad that judget’ in the earth, and tremble at your fzarful doom. If murder-

ing one man deferven death, what dees the mueder of theufande deferve ? 1f God:
made the inflaving bne 6f his people 2 capital crime to be puiithed with death,. Ex-.

odus . 2 4. 7. what does your grime, deferve, who are endeavouring te enflave 2 whole
‘narien 2 If you chufe flavery for yourfelves, don't foice it on others who abnor it.

[ ]

You may cnjoy it, the® others are free; 1tis yourdue: And fhe susfc in my teats.

when infli€d on you aright, will givs it yor in fulltale,

v
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They had implicitly joined with the enemy, by which they put
to hazard every dear and valuable enjoyment of the whole na-
tion. Thro’ their neglect all might have been loft : And their
fault was not the le(s, becaufe victory declared for Ifrael ; and
all their pofleffiuns could never countervail the damage their
conduct had expofed the nation to,  ~ "~ -

Tue application of this to our times is eafy. The prefent

© war, ’tis probable, had never been commenced, had none of the
‘inhzbitants of Meroz been in our land ; or if began, could not
have been carried on to this day.  On them, therefore, as the
contederates, abbettors” and fupporters of the tyrant, lies the
guilt of th's war : And as they are partners with h:m in the fin,
fo they ought to be involved in the punifhment he deferves.  1f
it is lawful to deprive the inhabitants of Great-Britain of their
property, when in our power, and convert it to our ufe ; if this
be a juft retaliation for the injury they have done us, and all too
little to-countervail the damage ; much more the intercft of thofe
who live among us, and yet aflitt the <nemy “in their cruel dc-
“figns, ought to be confifcated for the fervice of “the public, by
how much more mifchicf they have done and are capable of do-
ing thefe States, and by how much greater their fin. .

1T can’t but think it would have been happy for thefe States,
- had our rulers, long e’re now, declared that all who fhould be
found any way ailing and afliting the enemy, or holding a
correfpondence with them, fhould be dcemed enemies to thefe’
States, and forfeit all their eflates at leaft.. . Yea,
) .
. As the curfc of Jeroz, no deubt, extended to a depriv-
‘ing the inhabitants of a capacity to enjoy any place of honor
in government, and the ordinary privileges of free-men ; and
alfo infli¢ted fome corpora] punifhment at leaft on their princi-
pal leaders : So the like charaéters among us, ought to fhare
the fame punithment. * And I am perfuaded, thefe ftates will
€lill b unfafe, and all our efforts for deliverance from tyranny,
attended with great hazard and uncertainty, till there fhall be
fome more effeftual and vigorous meafures adopted by our ru-
Jers, to diftinzuifh friends from foes, and expofe the latter to
fome exemplary punithment. The law of retaliation is fome-
times juft and neceflary, even when the perfons offending are

not made the fubje&ts of it; how much more when the tranf-

— e
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preflors themfelves are.in our power? * Nor can we do” juftice

. to ourfelves or the public, or to our brethren now fuffeiing.in

~hard and cruel darance.among the enemy ;- nor to our poflerity ;

_nor laftly.to thermahes of our murdered friends who.have fallen

in the field, oriexpired in loathfome prifons with cold and hun-

‘ger; tilbwe .inflit fome juft and exemplary punifhment en

.thofe-who have brought thefe calamities on us. .
N i P . .

-l
R N . i ~

‘& Jtyas 2 righteous a&t in Tawrerdane t! ¢ great, to carry Bojazet thegrand Tuik,
in an iron cage, round the worid in triumph, Y
'Tamérlane marches with a great ariry to repel Bajazer who unjuftly invaded the
-Greek empire, Tn'a décilive battle Bajoxer'was made prifoner, ¢ Beiig brought
Jnto his prefence, Tamerlene afked him, why he endeavoured to' bring the Gieck
JEmperor ipto . is fubjeion? He anfwered, even the fame cavfe which maved thee
to invade me, namely the défire of glory and fovereignty, Whercfore then, faid T'q-
merlane, doft thou uf: fuch cruelty towards them theu overeomeft without refe& to
-age or fex ?: Thay I did, faid he, to firike the greater terror into mine encmiess
Then Tamerlare afked him, if he had ever given thanks to God for ‘makirg him fo
geeat an emperor 7 No, faid he, I never fo much as thought of any fuch thing,
Then faid Tamerlane, it is no worder fo ungrateful a man fhould be made a fp-&a-
cle of mifery, For you, faid he, bcing blird of one eye, ani Ilamecf a leg, was
there any worth in us, that God fhou!d fet us over two fueh great e pires, to com-
mand’fo many men far more warthy than ourfelves ? But, continued he, what would=
eft thou have done with e, if it had been my lot to have falfen into thine har(s, as
thou art now in mine'? I would, faid Bajazer, have inclofed ti ee in a cage of iion,
and carricd thee in triumph wp and down my kingdem. Even fo, faic Tamerlane,
fhalt thou be ferved. And eauting him to be taken out of his prefence, and turnirg
to his followers, he faid, Behold a preud and eruel man, who deferves to be chaftrted
accordingly, and to be made an example to a!lthe preud-and cruel of the world, of
the juft wrath of God againft them, (See Clarke’s life of Tamerlone the Great, page
37,38.) 0 7 -
. .

But it too rdrely happens that the perpetratorsof thefe erimes faH in the way of
jutice’;-in which cafe it is fometimes lawful, yea duty to retaliate on fome of theip
cennefions, For inflance; The eommanders of the Britifh troops and their r afleg
ar: the cruel monfters who treat fuch as fall into their he nds, with un- xamgled barba«
rity, confining them in prifons znd veffels, in the extreme cold, without fire or food
fufficient to preferve lifet By which hundreds, yea theufonis of our dcar friends have
fuffered the moft cruel and painful deaths, and others lo@t their Jimbs by the f:oft,
The teal eriminals.are out of cur reach, What then can be dene ?--- Nothing
but to infli€t a like punifhment on a like number of their prifoners in our Lcnds,
Accordingly the Hen, Congrefs, lone age, affured the public, that t! ey would retas
Hate all abufes offered g prifovers taken from us. Depcnding on this promife, as
the meana-to fecure gool treatment, fheould they fall into the enemy’s han mrany
cheerfully effered themfclves for the war, Lave been made prifoners, and froze or
flarved to death j and no retaliation that I have heard, bath yet been rrade, I hope
for wife reafons, Henee the enemy exercife their more than brutal eru: Ity withent
f ar, and many dreading the like ufage; are difinelined to the war, If forr cthing be
not fpecdily done to convince our foes that we are not afraid to retaliate, the confe~
guence, I fear, will be fatat to our caufe.* Lenity and meicy are due te prifoners,
and nothing'can juflify alts of feverity, but where crucl ufage makes them neccffze
8y; and then a&s of feverity become aéts of mercy. *

/-

.
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The mwagnanimous, the bencvolént
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THis difcourfe fhews us, how defenfive' war is confiflent
with true benevolence, and a fincere defire of the happinefs of
mankind ; and how it is confiftent for the foldier to love and
pray for the happinefs of thofe he eppdfes and endeavors to
root from the earth. Every foldier fhould enter the field with
benevolent, tender, compaffionate fentiments, which is the tem-
oer of Jefus Chrift. A morofe, cruel, revengeful, unmerciful
temper, is no more confiftent with the charater of a chriftian
foldier, than with that of a minifter of the Gofpel of peace;
nor can it be juftffied even in the height of the fierceft battle,
He fhould ever be poflefled with a difpofition to pray for thole
he endeavors . to deftroy, ard to wifh their beft, their eternal
good. Thefe are no more inconfiftent in a foldier engaging in
battle, and doing his beft to kill his enemies, than they arein a
judge and executioner, who take away a murderer from the

- earth. For as the judge and executioner are God’s minifters
to eXecute vengeance on the wicked who endeavor to deftroy

T can't perfwade inyfelf to put an end to this nete, already too long, without tranfe
eribing a paffage from the afercfeid life of 7 amerlane, which, at onge reprefents the
truc caufe of making war, and alfo that noble benevolent fpirit which fhould infpire
every foldier to eater the field ; bet~ which are excmplificd in this hesthen warrigr,
in whofe prefenec moft chriftian princes have reafon to blufk,

After the battle, before mentianed, the emperor of Conflantinepls fent ambaffadon
0 Tawerlane offering him his empire, and his perfon as” his mot. faithfe) fubjed,
iin gratitude, and as a reward for.th: deliveginee he had ebtained fog him frem the
moft cruel tyrant, ¢ But Tamer/ane, with a mild countenange beheld them and faid,
That he had net come fa far, nor taken fuch paing to enlarge his dominiens, big e«
nough already, bafe a thing to put himfelf into fo great danger 2nd hagard for,)
bat rather to wifl henor, and make his na e famouste. future pamty s And that
he wou'd make it appear to the world, that he came to affift theiem as his friend
and aily, at his requeft : And that his wpright intenticns thercin, he bcHeved, were
the eaufe that God from above had favoured him, and made him infliumental to
bruife the head of the greatet and ficree enemy of mankind under heaven: And
gherefore to get him an immortal name, his purpofe was, te make free, fo great and
flourithing a city as Conflantissple. That he always joined faithto hiscourage, which
fhould never fuff:r him 10 make (uch a breach in his reputatian, as to have it re-
ported of him, that, in the colour of a fricnd, he fheuld some to invade the domini-
ons of his ally, That he defirgd no meee, but that the (ervice he had dene for the
Creck Emp might remain ferever engraven in the memory of his poferity,
that they might ever with well to him and his fueceflons 1Yy remembering the geed
he had donc for theme  po 434

A4
Tuis was truly noble ambition § to feek an immortal name and Lonor, not by s¢-
tions which the ambitious call geeaty but by thofe which God proneunces Good.
The batue being ended, ¥amer/ans faid, this day hath Ged delivered inte my hand
a great enemy, to whom therefors we mugt give thanks; which was publicly deac
~«-Ex¢elleat cxampls ! . ~




o e

i et S

' [ 31 1 | _

the happinefs of fociety; fo the foldier, engaged in a juft defen-

* five war, is the minifter of God to render vengeance to the in-
vaders of others,right : And as the executioner may, and ought
to pray for the fuffering criminal, fo fhould the foldier for his
foe. As benevolence is the fource of vindiétive laws in the
ftate, fo it thould ever be of defenfive war ; and they both tend
to the fame end, the happinefs of mankind. How abfurd then
is the pretence that the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift forbids us to
take up arms to defend ourfelves ! and that defenfive war is in-
confiftent with the patient, meek, long-fu?'ering temper it re-
quires ? It may with as much reafon be faid, that to punifh a
murderer or robber is forbidden by the Gofpel ; which is in ef-
felt to fay, that the Gofpel of peace forbids the exercife of love
and benevolence in aéts abfolutely neceflary, in this finful world,
for the peace and happinefs of fociety and individuals.

From what has been faid we may clearly infer, that to levy
offenfive war is murder, and all who engage in it are murderers
in God’s fight. They are guilty, not only of the murder of
thofe they kill in battle, or who otherwifye perifh in the war ;
but they are felf murderers: They put themfelves to death 3
their blood is on their own heads. Well then might Solomon
fay, with geod advite make war.

THE charalers therefore of two States or armies at war, are

as oppofite as their aGtions. The aggreflor is 2 murderer and
_robber, and all who affift him are involved in his guilt ; every
foldier who fights for him is a murderer too : But we know that

- no murderer hath eternal life. 'How fhould this make thofe
fhudder who engage on the fide of the aggreffor? If they fall
in battle, what %opc can they have of Ged’s approbation ; fince
they die murdering others and themfelves too? But fuch who
oppofe them in deferpce of their own and country’s peace, liber-
ty and fafety, are God’s minifters, commiffioned and ordered by
him to punifh his, and his peoples enemies : They therefore
may draw their fwords with a quiet, approving confcience. and'
with g:y view the wretches flain by their hands as felf murdera-
ers: if they fall, they ean die, In regard to the war, free of
. the blood of all men, and in peace refign their {pirits into the
hand of their redeemer, 5 :

AN .

&




THi1s confideration furely muft animate every man, infpired
with the benevolent temper of the Gofpel, which difpofes to the
greateft advancement of human happinefs, and to relieve the
miferable and opprefled ; to vigorous exertions in defence of our
bleeding Jand ; blceding under the hand of oppreffion, rapine
and myrder. Would yoy, my friends, count it an honor to be
employed by God tQ reftore peace and happinefs to the opprefled .
and miferable ! do you wifh to perform ats of love apd kind=
nefls to mankind, and thereip be like ypur creator and redeemer.?
do you fear the wrath and curfe of God pronounced on all
who fpread mifery amoxxg bis‘creatures, and on all that aid or
affift them, or fo much as conpive at, or neglet to oppofe them #
Do you defire to be workers together with God in reftoring

“peace and felicity to your groaning country, and to be owned of

iirm as his fervants when you die ? are thefe the objeét of your
defire and purfuit? I know they are, if the love of God and
your neighbour rules in your hearts.—Well then, here is an
opportunity prefented to you, to manifeft your love, by ciming te
the belp of the Lord agamft the mighty.’ The caufe we aré en~
gaged in, is' the caufe of God; and you' may hope for his

- blefing and fight under his banner. 'In fupporting and defend-

AY

ing this caufe, yoy may, you ought to feck for glory and honor ;
even that glory and honor which comes from God and man for
alls of benevolence, goodnefs and ‘mercy, for the performance’
of which, the fuireft opportunity now offers. . . | . T..

RuT what fhall I fay of thafe whoft religious principles for-

 bid the performance of any fueh labors of love, and neceffarily

involve them in the curfe of Aderoz 2 If their religion be right,
love itfelf radft be wrong.© But argdments are vain.——May
God in his mercy thew them their error, give them repentance,
and infpire them with the love which the law and gofpel require,
before they fall under the wrath and curfe of God, for neglect-
ing to come to his hclp againft the mighty, = 7 '

, ] E

Tms, difcourfe 2lfo fhews us how we ought to treat thofe
who do not join in the caufc of ﬁcedon; we have efpou‘fca. o

1. As they are accurfed of God, and we are commanded to.
- curfe them, we ought, at leaft, tdh fhun their company. . What a;
fhame is it, to fee thofe born to freedom and profefling zeal for'
her caufe, affociating themfelyves with the willing flaves of an a4
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ndoned tyrant:and murderer ? O how do fuch debafe them<
ves, and give occafion to fufpect them as belonging to the
ne herd. But it may . be afked, how fhall they be diftinguifh-
from friends ?—Attend. to the charalers already. given, and
u may fee enough to juftify you in aveiding intimacy : with

:m ; tho’ they may fo difguife, that no-evidéntce appears to
ndemn them- to open and condign punifbment. Happy would *
be fhould qur civil fathers draw fome determinate liné of dif- -

&ion between free men, and thefc flaves of power.q For
int of this we have fuffered greatly already, and if this be not
:edily done, the confequences, 1 fear, will be fatal, -

2. As foon as they are difcovered, we ought todifarm them : For
they will not affift us, we fhould put it out of their power ta
rt us or our families, when we at any time fhall be called te

tion, . Yea,

3. As fuch forfeit all the privileges of freemen ; their eftates
ould be forfeited and applied to fupport the war ; and them-
ves banithed fronr thefe ftates. * T*he clirfe we are command-
to inflic on the inhabitants of AZeroz, muft imply as much
this ; apd benevolence to millions demands this of us ; not
it of hatred to theiy, perfons, but their crimes, which ftrike at
e life and happinefs of thefe States. This punifhment muft
inflied, Rot by the people at large ; but by our rulers, with
hom, under God, we have intrufted our fafety ; and in whofe
ifdlom we confide, ta take proper ‘vengeance on them in due

ne. But fhould this be delayed, without proper reafons af- -

rned, we fhall have’'no caufe to°wonder, tho® there fhould be
cat thoughts of heart among a people, beholding their friends
«d brethren, barbaroufly murdered, or wandering forlorn, def-
ute’of food ' or fhelter ; while the detefted authors of thefe un-
rallelled diftrefles fmile unnoticed and unpunifhed, at thefe
re calamities, and triumphing in our diftrefs But fhould
ch delay happen, we muft look on it as another inftance of

vine difpleafure, which fpeaks to all to fearch after, and by fin-.

re repentance and thorough reformation, remove the moral
ufe of God’s controverfy with us. :

- - —
] Since the abov: was eopi=d for the prefs, a proelamation by his Excellency Gxa
1RAL WASHINGTON has been publithed, and alfo two as to punith treafon and
1:1 crimes againft this State of lc{s enormity ; by which tie line of diftintion i

a good mcafure) d:awn j wiich iscauls of joy to ali the feiends of Libustyy
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WHEN this fhall take place, we fhall then fee our councj
filled with men infpired with wifdom to know what 7f5-¢.

Ifrael ough
to do ; our arms vitorious and triumphant ; -the inhabitants o

Meroz juftly punithed : Peace, Liberty and Safety reftored 5 the
rod of tyranny broken ; pure and undefiled religion prevailin;,
aud the voice of joy and gladnefs echoing round our land. Mz

God haften this happy, happy day. _And let all the people &
AMES, and AMEN,—. ' Hallelujab, !






