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To the Right Honourable
T HE

Countefs of Huntington.

MADAM,

OUR Ladythip’s particular and
tender friendfhip for that eminent
fervant of our common Lord, and of pre-
cious fouls, the Rev. GEorge WHITE-
r1ELD, whofe death is the occafion of the
following difcourfe ; and your known
chara&er as a friend and poflefior of that
pure and undefiled re:igion, to promote
which in the hearts and lives of his fellow
men he freely fpent his own ; and that
unfeigned delight and unfpeakable joy
you have long had in the firm belief and
contemplation of the glorious gofpel of
free grace by Jefus Chrift, which-he fo -
zealoufly preached & refolutely defend-
ed,will not only difpofe your heart to feel
a fenfible grief at the lofs of fo great,
amiable, holy, faithful and extenfively
ufeful Minifter of the Lord Jefus,butalfo

incline
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incline you to countenance and patron-
ize this feeble effort to embalm his name.

I do not pretend, Madam, to deferve
the notice of the great and honourable ;
" nor fhould I prefume to prefent this per-
formance to your view, had I not the
fulleft fatisfa&tion, not only from the
undoubted teftimony of others, but from
your Ladyfhip’s own mouth, of your
unfeigned faith and fervent love to that
glorious Saviour who equally regards the
high and the low ; and whofe errand
into the world was to feek and fave that
which is loft ; and whofe beneficent,
condefcending,humble example haslong
been the pattern of your life; and whofe
infinite beauty and glory will, I doubt
not, be the unfailing joy and folace of
your diftinguifthed fpirit in the bright

realms of eternal day. |

Altho’ your Ladyfhip has been de-
nied the mournful fatisfa&ion of drop-
ping a tear at his grave, which has been
indulged to me, yet it is no fmall fatis-
fa&ion to me and his mourning friends

| here,
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here, that we are perfwaded your Lady-
fhip will not difdain to mingle your
tears with ours in one common ftream,
while with kindred affe&ions and fym-
pathizing hearts we behold fo bright
a fun defcending below the horizon,
whofe benign bearhs have long eniight-
ened and warmed {o great a part ot our

hemifphere.

That your Ladyfhip may long enjoy
the dignities and honours of your dif-
tinguifhed high rank ; may greatly in-
creafe in every divine virtue ; be more
and more filled with the fullnefs of God ;
and may find in this affli@ive providence
that out of the eater cometh forth meat,
and out of the ftrong, fweetnefs ; and
that your valuable, important life may
be lengthened out to fome diftant pe-
riod, to be a guide, comfort and exam-
ple to your own family and to all your
acquaintance, and that the blefling of .
many ready to perith may come on you
and your lateft pofterity ; and your pi-
ous example fo fpread the favour of
Chrift’s knowledge among all around

ou
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you, and efpecially the great and ho-
nourable, as to win many of them to
Chrift, who fhall be a crown of your
joy when Chrift fhall come with ten
thoufands of his faints ; is the earneft
prayer of,

MADAM,

- . A .. .
aadies SRR

Your Ladyfhip’s
Moft obedient,
Moft humble Servant,

Natuanier, WHITAKER,

— ’,— N }
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A FUNERAL
S ER M O N,

Occafioned by the DEATH of the
Reverend GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

Joun IX. 4.

d muft work the Works of Him that fent
me, while it is Day; the Vight cometbh,
when no Man can work.

HE hiftory to which thefe words belong, con-
tains an illuftrious inftance of the power and

grace of Chrift, who, without means, and
by a ﬁngle word’s peakmg, is able te make what
anges in our bcdies or fouls he pleafes. Yetin
condefccnﬁon to u., he often makes ufe of fome
means, asthe vifible figns of his power, to bean occa- |
fin of the exercife of the powers or faculties of our -
minds, and to teach us that where he has appointed
means, we may reafonably hope for the exertion of
his almighty power to accomplifh the end in view,

. The means ufed by Chrift to open the eyes of the man
who wa; iorn blind, appear to us no ways adapted
to theend The phnlofophcr and the phyfician would
have laughed to fee one fpitting on the ground,makin
clay, ang putting it on the eyes of a man born bl
in order toa cure. Yet had the means he ufed had 2

tcndency’
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tendency, according to the common courfe of nature,
to produce the cure, it is obvious to every one, that
the glory of Chrift’s power would have been veiled,
and the cure afcribed to the means ; but as the neans
were defigned only as the figns of his power, fo the
ufe of them no way eclipfed the glory of it. And
this is true of all the means God makes ufe of in ac-
complithing the wonders of his power and grace.®
When God brought the ten plagues on Egypt, the
means ufed were only -Moles’s ftretching torth his
hand with the rod of God, the fmybol of his word and
power ; or fcattbring fome duft in the air, &c. and
the power of GG>d was prefent to accomplith the pur-
pofed vengeance. When the red fea was to be di-
vided to make a path for his chofen, no means were
ufed but the ftretching forth of Mofes’s hand with the
fame rod over it ; which every one muft fee had no
tendency to produce fuch an effet.  When he fmote
the rock, and the waters gufhed out, it was, not the
ftroke which Mofes gave, nor any virtue in the rod,
but God’s power, of which that was the fign, that
made the waters flow. And when men are, by the
preaching of the word or any other appointed means,
regenerated and converted to God, the means have no
more felf-efficiency than the rod ftretched out, to di-
vide thefea, or its force on the rock to produce a river
of water.
Nothing but the power of Chrift opened the eyes
of the man born blind, and the clay he put on them
. was

® Means tending to produce any end or cffect, have fuch
tendency by a lew er conflitution of nature : but this is only
a certain way or method in which God works. This law
has no power or agency of its own, and is nothing but the
continued, immediate efficiency of God, according to the
conflitution he has been pleafed to effablifh. So that how-
ever natural the conne&ion between means and effe& may
be, yet this nature is nothing but the immedigte efficiency
of the God of nature. A due attention to this may be of
at ufe tn thew, how means become cffe@ual, cither
the natusal or moral world.

L A e .
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wasonly a fign or fymbol of that power ; and as it was
a fovereign appointment of the Lord of nature in that
particular cafe, foit had as natural a tendency to prc-
duce the cure, as any other more common means kave
to produce their ordinary effetts : And the reafonwe
do not fee the connection between the means and end
in the cure of the blind man by putting clay on his
eyes, is, that God rarely conne&s thefe together, yea
never did in any inftance but this, that we know of :
for after all, it is the immediate energy of God which
connects means and end together in every cafe, i. e.
the means have no felf-efficiency to the end, either in
the natural or moral world. It is the fame infinite
power, guided by perfe wifdom and goodnefs, which
raifed Lazarus from the grave, and which raifes fouls,
dead in fin, and putrifying in the graves of moral
corruption, to a fpiritual life.
~ A confideration of this power is always feafonable,
as it tends to lead us to a dependance on God, and it
is efpecially fo at this time, when we have reafon to
confider his late exercife of it, lefs pleafing indeed than
that in opening the eyes of the blind, but not lefs wife
or righteous in itfelf ; even clofing in death the eyes
of one who lately looked on this affembly with pity
and tender concern for your eternal interefts, and
which flowed with tears of compaffion to your im-
mortal fouls ; of one whofe longer abode here had
been very defirable, as his removal is bitterly griev-
ous, and muft have been intolerable, were it not that
this is an a& of the fame power which opened the eyes
of the blind, and under the dire&ion of the fame infi-
nite wifdom and goodnefs as that which raifed Laza-
rus from the grave, and which we thould always con-
fider with adoring filence, whether its effects are pleaf-
ing tous or not.
will make no other apology for recalling to your
minds this mournful theme, but that I have, in provi-
dence,been prevented from appearing in this defk be-
fore this time,fince the doleful tidings reached our ears,
B that
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that tbe Rcverend GEORGE WHITEFIELD was
n0 more. »

Our mutual endearednefs, occafioned by a long ac-
quaintance, his condefcending affection and kindnefs
to me when in a ftrange land ; and my reverential
affeCtion for him, would render it inexcufable in me,
fhould I not take fome particular notice of this hup-
bling ftroke ; and I conclude you are well fatisfied I
could do it no fooner.

The words I have read to you give us an occafion
to confider the charaéter of this great and good man,
fo far as he was a follower of Jefus Chrift. In them
our Saviour {peaks of the duty incumbent on himfelf,
and affigns the reafon why he made no delay in it.—
I muft work the works of bim that fent me while it is
day, the night cometh when no man can work : And it is
evident that he defigned this as a rule for us all. It
will therefore be proper, in order to open the words,
and fo make way for a proper application on this oc-
cafion, to enquire,

I. Whatis that work which God hath fent us into
the worldtodo ?

II. What it is do this wbile it is day ? .

III. What are the reafons why it muft be done while
it 1s day ?

I. What is that work which God hath fent usinto
the world to do ?

God, who ever ats with infinite wifdom, and on
the moft perfect plan, has fome important end in view
in fending every man into the world, and has allotted
to all fome important work. He bas, in his holy and
wife providence, appointed us to feveral parts and
ftations in his vineyard, and allotted us our feveral em-
ployments in life, which it is of infinite confequence
to us all to perform while st is day. And though there
are different ftations and employments in life, yet fome
things are  common to us all as creatures formed for
eternity, and as finners who lie obnoxious to divine
wrath ; which are of equal concernment to all rank;

an
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and characters of men from the prince on the throne
to the beggar on the dunghill,and which of all othq
are the moft important.

1. The great work of repentance toward God, is
incumbent on aﬂ ranks and conditions of men. By
this I mean, a cllange of heart or temper, or a turniag
from the love of fin, to the love of holinefs, and to a
hearty approbation of the divine charaer revealed in
the divine law, and efpecially on the crofs of Chrift,
which, as a mirror, difcovers the glorious perfections
of JenovaH in the cleareft light and brighteft glory.
This implies a hearty condemning our own tempers
and condu&, and a fincere,affe@ionate approbation of
the law of God as boly, juft and good, and of the right-
eous fentence of condemnation denounced againft us
finners, ag being what it infinitely becomes God to in-
fli& on fuch rebels as we ; and to feel a well-pleafed-
nefs with that very temper in God which leads him to

ronounce this fentence, which is perfetly. holy,
Juft and right ; together with a fervent defire to ob-
tain adifcharge from it in a way that may fecure God’s
glory ; attended with fhame and felf-loathing for fin
which has rendered us unlike God and juftly expofed
us to his difpleafure. .

This is a work we mult all do while it is day, be-
caufé without this none can be faved, unlefs men may
be faved who are not in heart reconciled to the cha-
racter and temper of Jehovah.,

2. Another work which is equally incumbent on
all is, faith in our Lord Fefus Cbrift, as the great pro-
pitiation thro’ whom God can be juft and the juflifier of
bim tbat believes im Fefus. Faith in Chrift may be
diftinguithed from repentance, not as to its principle
and fpring, which, in both, is the new and divine prin-
ciple wrought in the heart by the fpirit of God ; but
by the obje@s to which the mind looks and about
which it is converfant. Repentance implies a view of
God’s righteoufnefs and holinefs ; and of the reafona-
blenefs and purity of his law, in the light of whi(l:;

thy
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the infinite evil of fin is difcovered ; and the mind
views the juft defert of that righteous and holy fen-
tence denounced on finners for it, and owns it 1s good
enougb for fuch rebels ; and hence is filled with ab-
horrence of fin and of himfelf on account of it, and
with deep forrow and confufion of fllce before fuch a
Koly God, againft whofe holinefs and beauty all fin is
pointed ; while faith looks to the execution of this
fentence on the glorious furety Jefus Chrift, and to
that infinite grace, mercy and lovein the heartof God
which it fees can honourably flow out to the moft un-
worthy and wretched through the atonement, and refts
affured that in Chrift God is well pleafed and ready
to forgive all that truft in this Saviour, and therefore
ventures a// on him, and is affured of pardon and every
blefling in him.

Thefe are works of fuch importance, however they
may be ridiculed by fome in thefe days, as enthufiaim
and the imaginations of weak and diftempered brains,
that whoever is found deftitute of them is under the
wrath of God, whatever goodnefs he may boaft of.—
He that believeth fhall be faved, and be that believeth mot
Jball be damned. Thefe are the firft ﬁegs in true reli-
gion ; and thofe who have not taken thefe, can never
walk in the narrow way that leads to life eternal.—
The various conditions of men make no difference
here. The king and the beggar, the bond and the
free,muft alike have repentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jefus Chritt, or they can never fee
the face of God in peace.

3. I may add—Another work we all have to do
~ is, to exercife charity or benevolence toward all beings
capable of happinefs.

1. And efpecially toward God who is the fum of
all being. He that does not love God, and mott {in-
cerely with and defire his happinefs and glory, is void
of all true benevolence and charity. He that does not
love the greateft, beft and moft excellent and amiable
of all beings, cannot furely love thole who are as no-

thing
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thing to him, and whofe brighteft glory and fweeteft
beauty is but a ray from God’s infinite fulnefs of glory.
This fpirit of benevolence is implied in the ,
and faith juft mentioned ; fo that he who hath thofe

races, hath alfo a fpirit of true benevolence ; for all
pring from the fame new and divine principle wrought
in the foul by the immediate, almighty energy of the
holy fpirit. ~ This benevolence or withing the honour,
glory and happinefs of God, is excited in the believer
by views of his fuperlative, effential glory and divine
excellency which fill heaven with unutterable joy,
glory and bleflednefs, and which, in one word, is all
that makes heaven defirable, and without the difplay
of which it would be a dark and tirefome place. He -
therefore who has a view of God’s glory or beauty,®
will naturally be filled with fincere defires that he may
be eternally blefled and glorious. Hence their lan-
guage will be, Be thou exalted, O God, above tbe beavens,
lot tby glory be above all the earth.

2. We mutt alfo exercife charity and benevolence
teward our fellow creatures, angels and men. Angels
rejoice in the happinefs of men : the heavenly hofts
defcended with fongs of joy to bring the glad tidings
of an infant Saviour. Ard if we have the fame tem-
per we fhall greatly rejoice in their happinefs. Bus
as angels are a fuperior order of beings, and not de-
pendent on us for their happinefs, otherwife than as
our felicity is an occafion of their joy, which is not
the cafe of our fellow men, fo thefe efpecially call for
thofe outward actions which flow from, and difcover
a benevolent heart ; fuch are pity to the afflicted ; af-

fiftance

% A fight of beasty fuppofes a tafle for that which renders
the obje&@ beautiful to the beholder, for an obje& may,
and often does, appear beautiful to one, which is odious
to another, tho’ both fee the fame thing : and the reafon
is, one has a tafte different from the other. So honey is
delightful to one and odious to another ; owing wholly
to the difference of tafte. He, then, who fees the glory
of God, has adivine tafte or a new principle of holinefs,
withowt which he can never fec it.
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fiftance to thofe that need it ; alms to the poor, ecom-
paflion to the fick, and juftice in all our condu@ with
our fellow men ; according to that apoftolick in-
junétion, Rejoice with them that refoice, weep with them
that weep. -

The feripture is full of dire&tions about this work
of b:nrevo'snce to our fellow men : So that fome place
all ti.cir -eligion in it, to the neglet of love to God,
‘Which at beft they make a‘fecondary thing, and thus
placing the fecond table of the law firft, and turning
the ten commands upfide down, they entirely fubvert
morality itfelf. Butaltho’ they err in this, yet to ex-
prefs, in every proper way. ~ur love both to the fouls
and bodies of men, is 2 work God hath fent us into
the world to do, and the performance of which is a
bright evidence of our love to God himfelf.

‘The fouls of men, being their moft important part,
demand our firft regards. Thefe muft exift forever:
T e redemption of the foul is precious, and if not fecured
in time, it ceafesh forever. It is a beawiful thought of
the pious Dr. Doddridge in a letter to a friend, that
‘¢ the falvation of one foul is of more importance, and
‘ brings more happinefs to the creation of God, than
¢ the faving a whole kingdom from total temporal
“ deftru®ion, and placing it in all poflible temporal
“ happinefs for a thoufand ages ; becaufe its happi-

*¢ nefs is unfpeakably greater than the happinefs of
“ any individual of that kingdom, and alfo willenjoy
¢ this happinefs thro’ a duration commenfurate to the
¢ exiftence of each individual in that kingdom ran§cd
“ in a clofe fucceflion ; and then its happinefs will be
“ only begun, and will laft torever.” The eternal
falvation therefore of one foul is a more important
event, and deferves more of our care, than any tem-
poral advantage that can be thought of ; and confe-
quently the greateft work we have to perform, next
to our own faith, repentance and the love of God, is
to endeavour that the fouls of our fellow men may be
faved, For bis Chrift died, rofe again, afccnd;c} c;:

g
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high, and is now interceeding at the right hand of the
Father. For this he gave gifts to mem, even fome apoples,
[fome prophets, fome evangelsfs, Jome pafiors and teachers,
to be in his church to the end of the world, to carry

~ on the work of the minifiry and edify the body of Chrift 4ill

we all come in the unity of the faith, and 1be knowledge of
tbe Son of God unto a perfefl mam, to the meafure of the
Jature of the fullnefs of Chrif.——For this the world
ftands and the wheels of nature move, kingdoms,
empires and ftates are overthrown, and new ones take
their place—For tkis the judgments of God are abroad
in the earth, that the inbabitants of the world may learn
righteoufnefs : And tor tbis it concerns all the tollowers
of Chrift, and efpecially the minifters of his blefled
gofpel and the officers of his houfe, to labour with
the utmoft ardour while it és day.——It was this that
animated the holy apoftle Paul to go thro’ the moft
arduous labour and painful fuftering ; I endure, faith
he, all things for the elel's [ake, that they may alfo obtain
the falvation which is in Chrift Fefus, with eternal glory.
And in the face of the greateft danger he could fay,
None of thefe things move me, neither count I my life dear
snto myfelf, fr that I might finifb my courfe with joy, and
the minifiry 1 bave received of the Lord Fefus, to ieflify the
Zofpel of the grace of Gad. In the accomplithment of
this, Chrift fees of the travail of bis foul and is fatisfied.
T bis, next to the glory of God, his heart is chiefly fet
upon, and what caufes more joy in heaven than any
other event in the world : God himfelf rejoices on this -
account with finging ;* and there is joy among the
angels at the converfion of a foul. T&is therefore,
above all other things, fhould be the object of our
concern and warmeft benevolence, as well as of our
moft ardent labour. To 2&is every other part of our .
own, and ot others happinefs fhould give way ; and
we fhould efteem the greateft temporal aflli¢tions, as
choice mercies, if they may but promote the eternal
falvation of the foul ; and the greateft temporal com-

forts,

¢ Zeph, iii, 17.
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forts, as fore judgments, when they tend tofix us in-

fecurity and carnal confidence.

While our chief concern thould be for the falvation -

of the never dying fouls of men, their mor-~1 bodies
alfo are t!:le objets of our benevolence, anu call for
our regatds. As we oughtto poffefs thefe in fan2ifica-
dion aacga;omr, fo their grcfcnt a'ga/ futl{rc happinefs
and glory is a laudable obje&t of defire and care. The
promife that our bodies fhall be raifed in beauty and
vigour, like the glorious body of our exalted Saviour,
is a fweet and delightful objet of faith, and this blef-
fed hope comes to us only by the refurreftion of
Chrift from the dead. If our bodies then are fo re-
garded by God, they ought to be the objeéts of our
care, and be preferved from defilement, as being tbe
2emples of the boly gboff. And as they are to be ho-
noured in this view, fo we are to feek their eafe and
happinefs in a due fubordination to theinterefts of the
immortal foul. The royal law of love requires us to
{ove the bodies of our neighbours as our own, and to
feck their temporal felicity. To promote this we
thould ever ftand ready, according to our power, with
our influence, eftates and good couincil ; and thould

fill up the various ftations we are placed in by the wife

providence of God, with duty and diligence, whether
we are rulers or ruled ; minifters or people ; hufbands
or wives ; parentsor children ; mafters or fervants ;
rich or poor ; in honourable or low employments in
fife: In a diligent attendance on thefe, whatever our
rank in life may be, we fhall honour God, benefit our-
{elves, and render thofe happy with whom we are con-
cerned. Thus I have in brief given you the fum of
the work God hath fent us into the world for. I now
to enquire in the next place,

II. What it is to do this work whileit isday.

By day here we are to underftand, that feafon God
hath allotted to us in this world as probationers for
eternity.  Chrift himielf had a limited feafon to work
in. ‘The time of his continuance in this ftate of fuf-
| fering
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fering and abafement was fixed, and could not be
lengthened one moment. And 3s it was with him,
fo it is, in this refpe®, with every man : The time of
his life is appointed : God bath:determined the times be-
fore appointed, and the -bounds of their babitation. His
days are determined ;5 the number of bts months are with
bim, be batb appoinsed bis bounds that be cannot pafs.—
As the fun is conftant in his courfe, and :arrieth not
for man, fo the days of our lives flec away, the ap-
pointed, all-concluding, important, decifive moment
haftens on, when a period muft be put to every work.
. Since this is the cafe, the time of life is the day in
which, all the work before mentioned muft be done.
And fince this day is fhort when longeft, and its length
to us is moft uncertain, and we have much work to
do in this fhort, uncertain feafon, it greatly concerns
us with the utmoft diligence and zeal ta fet about it.
i. Early,in the morning of life. Repentance and
faith thould be the. firft thing, as thefe are fundamen-
tal to every holy exercife of heart and prattice in life :
The days of youth are the fitteft feafon for this work,
before your hearts are hardened thro’ the deceittulnefs
and pra&ice of fin, and vicious habits are grown
ftrong ; before the confcience is feared, and while the
heart. is more eafily touched with a fenfe of danger
and excited to purfue fublime, eternal glories. When
this great work is begun, you will be difpofed to the
various actions of life before defcribed, which are not
only evidential of a holy principle, but enfure a great-

er rewird of immortal glory. - . :
. 'When we have any bufinefs of importance to do, it
iy our wifdom to be early engaged in it, and the men
of the world difcover theic worldly wifdom and zeal
in a&ting accordingly. But is any thing on earth to
be named with fecuring our eternal hapsinefs ? or of -
any weight compared with pardon of fin, reconcilia-
tion and peace with God, and the glory that is to be
revealed ? Is it not then our higheft wifdom to fet
early about this work ? - :
- C 2. Ae
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2. As we f{hould be early, fo we ought to be dii-
gemt to finifth the work given usto do,  As our eternal
all depends upon it, it calls for our firft attention and
care, nor fbould we loiter or trifle away an hour, a
moment-in any vain amufements, leaft the day of pro-
bation end before our work be done, and we be con-
demned with the flothful fervant.

As floth in the affairs of life will bring a man to
beggary, fo it will reduce us to wretchednefs in the
concerns of our fouls. The flothful,idle fervant was
caft into outer darknefs, and the fleeping, foolith vir-
gins were excluded the marriage fupper ; and if we
are not diligent in this moft important of all works,
we may juftly expect to meet the fame fentence.

3. Asthis work fhould be done early and with dili-

ence, fo it muft be performed with ardosr and zeal.
ukewarmnefs here is infinitely offenfive to God.—-
Becaufe thou art neitber cold nor bot, therefore 1 will pue
thee ous of my mouth: The obje@s are of infinite im.
rtance : The mifery and danger to flee from, is no
than an eternal hell, andr:%: burning wrath of

an almighty, juftly incenfed Jehovah, which muft be
poured out on the impenitent and unbelieving forever
and ever : The happinefs and glory we are to obtain
is no lefs than the everlafting enjoyment of God mani-
fefted in the Lord Jefus Chrift as the bright image of
the invifible, triune Jehovah, and the delightful, ho-
nourable,glorious fociety of an innumerable company
of angels and of the fpirits of juft men made pertect.
The iffue of our prefent condu& is of infinite, eternal
confequence to us ; and fince thefe things are fo, what
can be fo foolith, what fo abfurd, vile and God-pro-
voking as indifference and lukewarmnefs in thefe
things ? Shall the men of the world bein earneft and
ardentin the purfuit of the meat that perifheth ? Shall
they rife early, fet up late, eat the bread of carefulnefs,
rifk their health, their eftates, their good name, yea
their lives, and think no toil, no labou too great to
abtain the perithing pleafures of time ? And fhall g
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be lukewarm and fluggith in efcaping the burning
lake of fire and brimftone, and in obtaining the royal
diadem of eternal glory. Well may God fpue fuch ous
of bis mouth, fince they caft the higheft contempt on
himfelf, his fon, his fpirit, and on all rhe glories of
heaven, by preferring the moft vain and trifling en-
joyments of this perifhing life, to thefe infinite, ever-
lafting pleafures.

The world may call zea! and fervor in thefe things,
madnefs and emtbufiafm, and impute to a fick and dif-
tempered brain the fervent efforts which thofe difco-
ver, who are awakened to a fenfe of eternal things.—
But isic hard for common fenfe to determine who are
the diftraed enthufiafts and fick-brained people ?—
Do thofe deferve this charatter who count all 1bings lofs
and dung for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Fé-

Jfus their Lord, und fo purfue their falvation as to defpife

_the pleafures, profits and honours of this world, and

the reproaches and perfecutions of men, that they may
‘obtain a better hope and refurrection ? Or thofe who,
regardlefs of the world to come and of their own eter-
nal interefts, live in pleafure here and fpend their time
and ftrength in the purfuit of thofe things which muft
vanifth with the fetting fun of life ? The ardour and
zeal in our purfuit of any obje& fhould be always in
proportion to its importance ; and if eternity is of
more importance than time, heaven than earth, the
enjoyment of God than the pleafures of fenfe, the
efcaping the miferies of eternal damnation than the
avoiding the reproaches and fufferings of the prefent
moment, the love of God than the love of the creature
which is unfatisfying, and vexation of fpirit ; then
thofe who with St. Paul count all things lo,” and dung
that they may win Chrift and be found in bim, not baving
their own righteoufnefs, and eficem tbe [ufferings of this
prefems life as mot worthy to be compared with the glory
#hat is to be revealed, are the wife, rational, philofophic
perfons ; while thofe who facrifice thefe eternal glo-
ries for the enjoyments and pleafures of this world,
* «are
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are to -be reckoned among the weak, enthufiaftick,
fick-brained, irrational, unphnloﬁsphnc, 'yea wicked,
heaven-daring, God-provoking fools ana wretches. -

4. This work fhould be attended to’with perfever-
ance. 'We muft not only begin early, hold on jkadiér,
work ardently ; but we muft work till night.  If any
man draw bctk my foul foall bave no pleafure in bim.—
The chriftian work admits of no ceffation. Wbetber
ye eat or g drink or whatever ye do, de all to tbe glory of
God. We mutft love, fear, and ferve God, oppole'and
fight againft fin always, and never leave rhe combat
till we are brought off compleat conquerors, and r::-
ceive the end of our faith and toxls,evcn the falvation
of our fouls. But I proceed,

III. To enquire why this work muft be done while
it is day ?

The text itfelf affigns the reafon, Tbe might cometh,
when no man can work. By night here is intended
death. This Chrift was fubjet to as well as we, be-
ing made under the law, and liable to its fentence as
the furety for guilty men ; and had he not accom-
plithed his work before death, it muft have remained
forever undone, and all the world muft have perithed,’
But he glorioufly triumphed on the crofs when he faid,
s« It is finifbed ; the whole work is compleated which
“ was given metodo.” And if our work is not finith-
ed when death comes, we muft receive the fentence of
the flothful fervant.

When the fun is fet, and darknefs covers the world,
men leave their employments, and retire to their
houfes and beds ; and when death clofes our eyes we
can work no more, but muft retire to our long home,
and be fixed in an unchanging ftate of eternal hap-
pinefs or defpair. Then thole who have negleted
faith and repentance here, will be given up to impe-
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nitence and unbeliet forever ; they will never love

God,nor feek the happinefs of their fellow men. Death
puts a period to all the works God calls us to in this
world, and therefore it is our higheft wifdom to work

whxl:

i
3



|
i‘.

while we may, as our eternal all is depending, and
whatcver oxr band findeth 10 do, do it with all our might,
Jince there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wif-

“dom, in the grave, whether we are baflening.

If we had fome work of vaft importance to per-
rorm,and it muft be accomplifhed before this defcend-
ing fun fhall fet, or elfe remain forever undone;
thould we not eftcem this as a fufficient motive to ex-
cite us to, and juftify in, the moft {peedy, diligent,
ardent and perfevering labours to accomplifh thaton
which fo much depends ? If a beggar wereto receive
a kmgdom, or a condemned criminal a pardon, if he
fhould arrive at a certain place by fuch a day & hour,
and he had only fufficient time to travel fuch a length ;
fhould we not feel 2 kind of abhorrent pity toward
him, if we fhould fee him trifling by the way, and
eafily diverted by the fillieft trifie that might prefent
itfelf to view ? And fhall we not do the work of him
that fent us into the world while it is day, fince the
mght cometh when it never can be done, and fince it
is a work of the laft importance to our everlafling
interefts ?

Our Lord Jefus Chrift has fet us a finithed exam-
ple of working whbile it isday. He was early, diligent,
fervent and perfevering in the work appointed him.
Nothing was too hard or too heavy for him, day or

right. He was, as it were, in a holy folicitude to
finith his work ; I bave a baptifm to be baptifed with,
and bow am 1 ﬁrax btemed till it be accomplifped. From
ais cradle to his croﬁi he was on a ftretch to do his
father’s will. He did not defer, nor flumber in his
work. He fer us an example that we fbould follow bis
fieps in working as well as fuffering ; and it we expe
to arrive at heaven we muft follow the Lamb whi-
therfoever he goeth.

But perhaps for.c may be ready to defpair of imi-
tating fo perfe& an example. You may be ready to
fay, ¢* how can I, thacam a weak worm, a finner, fur-
vounded with enemies from within and without ; that

have
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have a finful nature prompting, and the world and
the devil allyring me to the commiffion of fin ; how
can I expeét to write after fuch a perfet copy, and imi-
tate the immaculate Jefus, whofe example is fo far
above my reach ? Could I fee any of like paffions and
corruptions with myfelf, holding up 2 proper exam-
ple to view, it would give fome courage, and infpire
me with hopes of fome fuitable imitation,™

I will endeavour to anfwer your objection two ways :

1. Though Chrift was free from fin, yet he was in
all things tempted as you.are, i. . he had all thofe in-
centives to fin from without that you have. Every
appetite of mafure was doubtlefs as ftrong in him as
in any man; but being purely naswral and under the

vernment of a holy principle in his foul, they were
not finful, tho* a yielding to them beyond the rule of
the law would have been fo. Chrift was a man as
well as you ; he had proper human nature, and hu-
man paflions and affections, and yet he perfevered and
conquered every temptation ;- and now baving been
tempted, be knows bow to fuccour thofe that are tempted,
and ftands ever ready to aftord large fupplies of his
grace and help to the moft weak and helplefls of his
people : And though you might well defpair, if you
were left to fight with principalities and powers, and
with fleth and blood alone, yet, having Chrift for your
leader and ftrength, you may, with St. Paul, boaft,
I can do all things thro® Chrift frengtbening me.

2. Befides this, you have examples to your wifh,
even of fuch poor, weak, finful creatures as you are,
who thro’ faith and patience bave inberited the promifes,
and who have done their work wbile it was day.—
Among this happy train, none we read of in {cripture
feems to come fo near the bright original, and fo per-
fe&ly imitate the copy fet before us, as the Apoftle
Paul, who yet was full of complaints of the corrup-
tion of his own heart, and reproaches himfelf as the
chief of finners.  Yet this bleflfed man foughs the gocd
fight, kept the faith, and received the crown of righteouf

nef
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wefs which was prepared for bim, and for all that
love Cbrif’s appearing. In the near view of perfecu-
tion for the caufe of Chrift, and when he was affured
that bonds and affliCtions awaited him wherever he
fhould go, he could fay, Nowe of thefe things move me,
neither count I my life dear unto mylelf, fo sbat I may fimifp
my courfe with joy, and she minifiry I bave received of the
Lord Fefus, to tefiify the gofpel of the grace of God 3 and
could efeem all things lofs for Chrif. o

And although St. Paul is foremoft, yet; blefled be
God, he is not alone. There have been and ftill are
a throng, a cloud of witnefles for the truth, who-have
been and ftill are examples of doing the work allotted
them while it is day. o

Among thole who have been bright examples in
fulfilling their work, perhaps there has not been, for
ages,one who imitated his Lord with more exaltnefs
than the lately deceafed, ever to be remembered and
much lamented Rev’d GEORGE WHITEFIELD,
whofe death is the occafion of this difcourfe.

We have been taking a view of the work we zre
all fent into the world upon, and of the manner of
doing it. And it is not only unipeakably happy for
thofe who have done their work while it wa: day ; but
it alfo affords great comfort to pious furviving friends,
as it gives a pleafing profpet of rer.ewing an eternal
acquaintance and intimacy in the world ot everlafting
day, where no night fhall ever feparate or interrups
them more. _

Anc as the apoftle in the 11th to the Hebrews has
recorded the charatters of feveral eminent departed
faints as enfamples to all future ages, to quicken the
graces and encourage the hopes ot God’s children ; 1
can’t think it amifs to rehearfe the thining virtues of
thofe who have been as ftars of the firft magnitude
in the church of Chrift, and have given clear proof
of their love to his dear name, even when they are
called home, and can fpeak and work for God no
more. It is in this way that tbey being dead can a;d

o
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do yet fpeak ; fpnk by their holy examples : Bydns
their light can fo thine before men asto lead them to
glon’fy God, while their eyes and lips lie clofed in
deat

I fiall not atrempt @ draw the chara&cr of this
eminent fervant of Chrift at full length : This would
fequire a more able hand than is now employed.—
Some of the moft i lmportant lines of his portmt are
well known to thé publick, and fome more private
anccdotes have fallen under my own view. My text
appears tome a brief fummary of his chara&ter ; He
wrought the works of bim that fent bim while it was day.
. His own journal will furnith us with the beft view
of his early ilnfe There he freely owns, not only the

wickednefs of his nature, but alfo of his pra&ice. In.

the 18th year of his age, it being the ﬁrﬁ year of his

!Mn%u in the fniverfity of Oxford, it pleafed God to

m the knowl of his dear Son, and fill his
l with the joys of his holy fpirit. Here he was
taught to pcrform the great works of repemtance toward
{rod and faith toward our Lord Jefus Chrifi. Before his
converfion he was a pharifee, very dlhgmt in the out.,
&ard duties of religion, in prayer and fafting, even to
e emacuh his body, in receiving the acrament
alms ; and fuch was his def
Qn e pcrformanoes for his acceptance with God;
that on reading in a book ¢¢ that one might do all
thefe things and yet be no chriftian,” he ;was much
incenfed agdinft it : But it pleafed God to fix the truth
this fo on hjs mind as to bring him to defpair of
vation by his own endeavours ; then « :t was he
firft knew that Lie muft be a new creature.® The
‘do&rine of the sew dirth he had been till now ngnoram,
of, and it was fome time aftes-before he came to an
experimental acquaintance with it. He fought jufti-
fication and acceptance with God, before this, by his
own works, but now he fafted, prayed. &c. in order
to obtain a new nature, and trufted to move God by
. thefe good works to renew him.  Whole days anl:
wee
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weeks he ufed to fpend in lying proftrate on the ground
in- filent or vocal prayer ; and having nobedy to thew
him a better way, he tho’t to get peace and purity by
outward aufterities. For many months he went on
in this courfe, not taking even the neceflary fupports
of life; and by fafting and expoling himfelf to the
oold he was not only reduced to a fkcleton, but bro’t
0a himfelf a long and tedious illnefs, which had well
nigh put a period to his life. Such are the feverities
aen may inflit on themfelves to ftill the clamours of
:an awakened confcience, and to obtain the grace of
.God and deliverance from the wrath tocome ; while
they are wholly deftitute of any principle of holinefs
or loveto God. Few can tell of fuch labour, engaged-
-nels, felf-denial and deep diftrefs of foul, to obtain the
favour of God. In comparifon with the moft, he
might fay, If any man thinketh be bath whereof to truff
in tbe fielb, I more : And yet after all, he fougd him-
fclf far, very far from any ground of hope. -Even
.after all his labour, and toward the clofe of his fick-
nefs, after having undergone many months inexpreffi-
ble trial by night and day, under the fpirit of bondage,
.¢ndeavouring to recommend himfelf to God by his
duties, it pleafed God to difcover to him a new and
living way, and to enable him to lay Hold on his dear
Son by a living faith, and to give him the fpirit of
adoption, and.to feal him, as he humbly hoped, to
the day of eternal redemption.

From thattime forward his langunage, both in pub-
lick and private, has been, What things were gasn $o
. e, thofe I counted lofs for Chrif}, yea doubtlefs, and I count

all things lofs for theexceliency of the knowledge of Chrif
Fefus mv Lord. It pleafed God to ftrip him of his
ewn righteoufnef3, to reveal Chrift in him as the only
Saviour, and to give him fuch large meafures of his
. fpirit, that from his firlt converfion he was filied with
the unipeakable joys and comforts of the Holy Ghoft 3
and thro’ his whole life, excepting fome peculiar fea-
fons of trial, he enjoyed a fatisfying aflurance of the
love of God to his foul. D As
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As his natural abilities were above thé commoit
rank, fo the outward advantages, and inward teach-
ings of God’s fpirit, which heenjoyed and wifely im-
proved, united in this excelient man, the fcbolar, the
divine, the tloguent orator, the power ful preacber and the
cbriftian. 1 may venture to fay, thofe all fhonein him
with an uncommon luftre.

Tho’ far from a pedant, yet his acquaintance with
polite learning was eafily difcernable by all men of
tafte. He was not only acquainted with books, but
men; He had a quick difcernment of mankind, and
with an inimitable fagacity could difcover the tempers
and genius of thofe he converfed with.

As he was a fcholar, fo he was the polile gentiemat.
Few perhaps ever excceded him in true politenefs.—
He well knew how to fupport his dignity, and yet
was eafy of accefs by all, and affable and courteous
to the meaneft. He would moft gratefully ackriow-
ledge the fmalleft tokens of kindnefs and refpect fromh
the meaneft of his fellow men, and exprefs his fatis-
fattion in opportunities to gratity them. Though
furnithed with a quick, vivacious wit, yet he abhorred
every thing low or affronting, as well as all fooliffr
talking and jefting. In company he was moft livel
and entertaining; and ever adorned his common tal
with the fweet favour of piety.

As a divine, he was equal to the moft, and excelled
by few. The conftanttenor of his fermons difcovered
him to be well acquainted with, and firmly eftablithed
in thofe great and blefled reformation do&trines coni-
monly called calviniftic, and which were held and eat-
neftly contended for by or:r forefathers the Puritans,
On thefe he built his faith and hopes of falvation,moft
openly renouncing every doctrine which tends to lead
to any hope of heaven, before men have fled to and
believed on Chrift for righteoufnefs and ftrength.—
He looked on any opinion in religion which does not
ftrip the finner of every excellence, and lay him,
proftate, at the foot of, and afcribe the whole glory of

our
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pur falvation alone to, the free grace of God in Chrift
Jefus,as dangerousand deftructive to the fouls of men,

He was charitable, indeed, to fuch as appeared to
have a principle of holinefs in their hearts, difcovered
by a life of holy obedience, tho’ through prejudices,
prchITcﬂions. or want of inftruction, their heads were
dark, and their thoughts confufed in the manner of
holding or exprefling fome important points which he
held and efteemed fundamental in the gofpel fcheme ;
and would fometimes fay that * the grace of God can
dwell where we cannat, and that men’s hearts may
be, and fametimes are, better than their heads, and re-
ally lave thofe truths which their underftandings can-
not embrace.” Yet in all my acquaintance with him
I never heard him intimate, that thofe whofe bearss
were conformed to the arminian dotrines, and influ-
enced by the fpirit of their felf-righteous {yftem, were
or could be real chriftians, but quite the reverfe. He
has declared in publick, as well as private, that itisa
foul damning opinion, that a bead or fpeculative faith
is fufficient for falvation, without an immediate, al-
mighty work of the fpirit of God on the heart, im-
planting a new and divine principle. In 3 word, he
was conftantly influenced by, and zealoufly preached
thofe foul-humbling, God-exalting, grace-glorifying
doctrines ufually termed celvinifiic, in the fame light
as did our fore-fathers the Puritans, for whom, and
for whofe writings he always exprefled the greateft ve-
neration and regard.

He did not {fpend his zeal about tything mint, annife,
and cummin, but about the weightieg matters of reli.
gion, regemeration, repentance, faith and the love of God
and man. His noble, enlarged foul was fo far above
the little differences which divide various denomina-
tions of chriftians who profefs the fame pure faith, and
which often become the occafions of fttife and un-
chriftian heat and animofities, that he .would take no
notice of the different parties, as fuch, but, by con-
forming in thefe nop-effentials to all, manifcﬁc% hi;
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high efteem of the liberty of confcience, while at the
" fame time, by his pratice, he nobly -reproved that

narrownefs of {pirit which impofes th;Fc things as
terms of chnftian communion and love, which God
has left indifferent.

His early piety and zeal for God, accompanied by
a moft happy and eafy elocution and addrefs, opened
the way, and as it were compelled him into the mi-
niftry in earlier life, than, by the cuftom of the church
of England, it is ufual to ordain. Dr. Benfon, the
then bithop of Glocefter, the city where Mr. White-
field was born and brought up, was fo aff:Cted by his
zeal and other qualifications, as to fend for him and
inform him, that though he had faid he would ordain
none under twenty-three years of age, yet in his cafe
he thought it his duty to ordain him whenever he
fhould defire it, which he did before he was twenty-
two ; and being, with great reluctance and many fears,
thruft forth into the vineyard, he was remarkably
bleft in his miniftry, and followed by great multitudes
wherever he preached. A

As a publick fpeaker and orator, he was excelled
by none, and was a pattern forall. Hecommanded
the attention of his crouded auditories, and people of
all perfwafions and tempers, being charmed with the
manner of his addrefs, hung on %lis lips with cager
attention. And he had the art of winning the affect-
ions and pleafing the fancies of his hearers, while at
the fame time, by a divine fkill, he darted truth into
their minds, sow, alarming the confciences of the car-
nal and fecure by the terrors and thunders of the law,
and flathes of mount Sinai ; amon, comforting and
cheering the wounded in fpirit, by the fweet accents
of gofpel grace and atoning blood.

His oratory was fo engaging, that even thofe who
hated his principles and reproached his perfou and re-
ligion too, felt a kind of fecrct conftraint ftill to attend
his preaching. When he firft appeared in the defk,
his auditories were numerous ; his fervent zeal and
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engaging eloquence drew vaft crowds wherever he
prg:cghlec? When he came to London, the churcheg
were crowded, and thoufands attended that could not
come within the fpacious walls. God was eminently
with him to blefs his miniftry, and turn many to righte-
oufnefs. Simmers in Zion were afraid, and fearfulnefs
Surprifed the felf-righteous bypocrite. Many were fill-
ed with diitrefs, and earneftly enquired wbar they foould
do 1o be faved ; while others opened their mouths in
the high praifes of the God of grace and love. The
work of God was greatly promoted, and a wonderful
reformation took place ; and fuch were the multitudes
which artended him, that he foon became the envy of
fome of the dignitaries and other clergy in the church,
who were ready to fay,the world are gone after bim ; and
the churches were foon fhut againft him. He fhewed
me the fpot of ground where, being forbid the liberty
of the church, he firft commenced a field-preacher ;
in which courfe he continued for many years undet
great trials and perfecutions. In the midft of thefe
afliGions, God was pleafed to keep up his fpirits and
coumage, by affording him glorious fuccefs in his mi-
niftry, by which a new face was put on the religious
ftate‘'of things in many places, and thoufands were
born to God, who before lay fleeping in carnal fecurity
and falfe confidence.

His zeal in his Lord’s work, and compaffion for
perifhing finners were fuch, that Britain was too nar-
row a fphere for his attive foul. In 1737 he firft
embarked for the infant coluny of Georgia (by the
way of Gibraltar)where he tarried about three months,
and then returned to England by the way ot Ireland.
But he could not reft in his native land, and foon made
another vifit to thefe colonies in Auguft 1539, when
be travelled thro’ moft of the Britith provinces, and,
like the angel flying thro’ the midft of beaven, he preached
the everlafiing gofpel with wonderful fucce(s. Thou-
fands in America, I doubr not, will at laft own him as
their fpiricual father in Chrift ; and great multitudes

acknowledge
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acknowledge him as the blefled inftrument of their
quickening and furtherance in  ir way to glory.—
Minifters and people were ftir. ~ 1p by him, and a
glorious work of divine grace fpread thro’ the land,
and caufed an increafe of joy in realms of glory. The
repeated vifits he has fince made to thefe parts, have
been attended with no fmall fuccefs, tho’ in compari-
fon of that juft mentioned, they have been as the
gleanings of the vintage.

His repeated vifits here have no ways leflened his
efteem ; his laft greatly increafed it. Thofe who
were formerly fhy, yea oppofers, of him, being con-
vinced of his fincerity and the good effeéts of his la-
bours, either filently approved or openly embraced
him, and few who did otherwife dared openly to ap-
pear ; and fuch was the beauty, power and engaging-
nefs of his addrefs, that it was very obfervable, that
even thofe who had no tafte for his religion, the more
they heard him, the ftronger was their defire to hear
him again. :

As apreacber, he was full of power and energy.—
It was moft commonly apparent that be preacbed in the
demonfiration of the [pirit and with power. He was con-
cerned to intorm the judgment, ar which he had
a happy talen:, by familiar appeals to common
fenfe and experience, and to the infallible oracles of
divine truth. His preaching was analogous to that
of his divine matfter, letting truth into the confcience
by familiar parables or a rehearfal of certain falts pe-
culiarly adapted to convince the confcience and affect
the heart. In this method of preaching he was
equalled by none.

Having informed the judgment, he turned his ad-
drefs to the heart and roufed the affetions to attend
the importance of eternal things. In this he equalled
" a Demofthenes or Cicero, and as his motives were in-
finitely more weighty, being drawn from the oracles
of heaven, f{o their effe€ts on his hearers were far more
powerful and lafting. Few who heard him, that did

not
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fiot feel fomething of the force and importance of the
truths he preached, fo as cither to raife their efteemor
averfion. ‘ g

But to crown all, he was an eminent chriftian.—
Moft people call themfelves by this mame, but few,
alafs, comparatively poflefs the tbing. The firft im-
preflionson his heart, at his converfion, weré¢ power-
ful, and God gave him a large portion of his {pirit;
and filled him with a fervent love to Chrift and fouls,
This anhimated him in all his courfe, and made him
feel the importance of deing bis work while it was day,

He was always folicitous about the concerns of his
own foul, and could not reft without a fatisfying af-
furance of his intereft in the love of God: And if at
any time his evidences were clouded thro’ the working
of corruption or the hidings of God’s face, he would
be as tho’ zbe flames of bell bad got bold on bim, till his
God returned and filled his foul with the evidences
of his love. And as he was folicitous about his ftate,
fo he kept up a watch over his tempers and paflions;
as the motft effectual method to preferve his evid=nces
bright.

¢ had a painful fenfe of indwelling fin and the

irregular propenfities ot his heart. The workings of
corruption were eafily felt by him, and would fome-
times fill him with great diftrefs. He was fo fenfible
of the plague and wickednefs of his own heart, that
the beft name he could give himfelt in the view of it
was, Tbe chief of finners. .

He alfo had a delightful, fweet view and relith of
the heavenly glory, and abounded in the joyful ex-

ation and ardent defires of arriving at his father’s

houfe. The views he had of the promifed inheritance,
caufed "him to ftretch every nerve, and excited him tb
the utmoft ardour to run the chriftian race. The
profpe&s of being fhortly with his dear Lord, led him
to difregard and defpife all the foftnefs and honours
of the great, and every trouble, fatigue and reproach
which awaited him in his L.ord’s work ; and the con-
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ftant language of his life was, None of thefe things move
me, neither count 1 my life dear unto myfelf, jo that I may
Jmifbmy courfe with joy,and the miniftry I bave received of
#he Lord Fefus, o tefify the gofpel of the grace of God.

As he had the animating views of glory, fo he kept
up a peculiar familiarity with the king of terrors.—
How often did he fpeak of death, and exprefs his de-
fire of an immediate diffolution. He wifhed to die
fuddenly, and have a quick paffage to glory, and not
out-live his ufefulnefs : And it pleafed God to grant
Kim his defire. He appeared to ftand always ready
for the coming of his l.ord, and waited to open to
him at whatever watch he thould come.

He was fo concerned to fill up his time with duty
and diligence, and for the falvation of fouls, that he
fpared no pains or labour ; and even fpent his life to

Il his miniftry, and teftify the gofpel of the grace
of God. Inthe fpace of about 30 years, he preached,
as I am informed, about 17,000 fermions, and clofed
his life in this delightful work, having preached to a
vaft aflembly in the ftreer on Saturday, when he was
more engaged and fervent than ordinary, and conti-
nued preaching for near two hours, then rode to New-
bury, and Sabbath morning role early, fat in a chair,
told his companion he was going, and without a werd
more, {weetly fell afleep in Jefus.

He was not only concerned to fave the fouls of men,
but his compaffion extended to their bodies. He
early formed the project of the orphan-houfe in Geor-

.@ia, and became a beggar for the helplefs : And by
m about goo poor children have been and now are
trained and training up there, if I miftake not.*
. His more private charities were abundant. While
I was in England, and almoft daily in his houfe, I
was an eye witnefs to the continual applications made
to him by the poor and diftrefled ; and of that ‘:lntcyl

¥ I lately faw the accounts of the prefent ftate of the orphan-
houfe, and to the beft of my remembrance the number of
<hildren in all is 300.
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and relief he afforded them. Numbers of poor wi-
dows and helplefs people were fupported by him in
his houfes built for that purpofe, at Tottingham-court
chapel in London, where I have often been to fee
them, and have found the widow’s heart to leap for
joy on his account. la a word, he, like his matfter,
went about doing good both to the bodies and fouls
of men.

In prayer he was fervent. He prayed in the fpirit
and with the underftanding. He did not fleep over
his prayers or fermons ; but, even his enemies being
judges, he fpake as no other man did. With what
zeal did he defend the do&trines of grace ? And with
what fervor did he befeech fouls to be reconciled to
God ? He cfteemed that religion only which begins
in the heart. The great do&rine of the mew birth he
placed among the moft eflential truths of chriftianity,
and fuch only as had experienced this did he efteem
as chriftians, whatever their opinions and praices
might be. He fuppofed men might be found in their
fpeculative faith, and regular in their lives before men,
who yet are ftrangers to this all-important work of

neration and converfion ; without which, the
moft enlightened head, and the moft exa&t outward
walk, would leave men as painted fepulchres.

He was a warm friend to religious liberty, and
ever afferted for himfelf and all men the right of wor-
fhipping God according to the di@ates of confcience.
He diﬁfaincd the fhackles forged to bind the confcien-
ces of men in thofe things where they are accountable
to God alone ; and never withdrew his charity from
chriftians of any denomination who held the great
dodtrines of the gofp¢l as they were taught in the
fcriptures, and by the firft reformers from popery,
and appeared to befriend the inward operations of the
holy ipirit in regeneration.

He was no lefs a friend ta the civil liberties of man-
kind. He was a patriot, not in thew, but reality, and
an enemy to tyranny.E He abhorred epifcopal op-
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prefion. Often have I heard him exprefs his seal

againft the exiftence of it in this land ; as it would evi-
dently tend to deprive thofe of their religious and civil
privileges,who hadfled fromthe cruel oppreffion of the
bithops in England, and fought a peaceable retreat in
this zbex howling wikdernefs. He was greatly con-
_ cerned for the libertiesof America, and under God it
was in no f{mall meafure owing to him, that the Sta
a&, that firft attack upon our liberties in thefe colo-
nies, was repealed. He was a real patriot, a friend
to his country, and ardently prayed for its peace and
profperity. Tho’ lie was loyalto his king. and paid
him all due honour, yet he had a quick %enfe o
liberties of his fellow fubje&s. America lay pear his
heart, which was tenderly affected at the view of the
oppreflions which threaten us. All America are in-
debted to him as a friend to our religious and civil §i-
berties and privileges, and who never tailed to exest
his beft influence tor our peace and happinefs :* And
thowfands
* Some elegant pen has thrown into a publick paper the fol-
lowing piece on Mr. W hiteheld’s patriotifm, which, tho’
without mentioning any particular inftances in which it

was difcovered, is fo ftriking that I think it deferves a place .

in the margin,
" “NOTWITHSTANDING the many . excellent ‘tbigu
which have been wiitten of Mr WHITEFIEL
one of the moft diftinguifbed Parts of his amiable
and illuftsious chara@er, has been omitted, viz. bis
PATRIOTISM :—A virtue next to religion, which
mof adorns the human mind ; and next to the love of
GOD, man’s higheft duty : A virtue which fhone con-
fpicuous, snd with diftinguifhed lufire in the godly
life of this benevolent lover of God and man.——Let Bri-
. tain,let Awierica; lct all. the friends to Jiberty, and man-
kind, mingle their tears in one common fiream | and pay
the tribute (o jutly due to this thining PATRIOT—Let
{uﬁ applaufe embalm his name, and deathlefs fame record
is deeds, and hand them down unfullied to lateft time —
May the fame heavenly fire that warmed his manly foul,
touch every mind ! And like him, difdain to 3@ benesth
the honour of the foul '—Compai’d with him, how ll?a':

.
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thoufands of happy fouls here own him as the inftru-
ment ia God’s hand of their freedom from the infup-
portable tyranny of fin and fatan,

" I bave no apprehenfion that I rmife his chara&er
too high ; Jreally believe I fall much below its true
excellency. Flatery paid to the living is vile, and
mean, and when paid to the dead it is impioufly fool-
ith ; yet it is too common for people to praife the
dead, while they hate and perfecute the living faints ;
to build the fepulchres of the dead prophets, while
they hate and abuie thofe who reprave them for their
fin. “Yet juftice is due to all ; and if juftice were done
to this excellent man I verily think he would r
as great, goad, laborious, faithful and ufeful a fervant
of Chri®t and the church as any one who has lived in
the world fince the days of Luther and Calvia.

.e But after all it muft be owned that Mr. Whitefield
was a man, and a man of like paffions with others.
He was noe perfe&,but fome blemifhes are to be found .
in fome parts of his life. In his younger years, thro’
a fervent zcal and want of experience he run into fome
errors which be carefully avoided in riper age, and
which he has, with chriftian franknefs and implicity,
publickly retraéted. .

Although many reproaches were caft on him as
one purfing the riches #nd grandeur of the world,
and as appropriating the monies he colle@ed for the
Orphan-Houfe to his own privatc ufe ; yet his moft

e inveterate

how vile, how defpicable,the #retch, who for fordid gain,
and empty found, blown from the fervile breath of cring-
ing flaves, would fell his country’s richet blood ! and
doom to chains, LIBERTY’s faireft daughters,and moft
fhining fons !~—T o enrich a few, enflave the reft ; to feaft
themfelves,butcher the world ; involve in blacket gloom,
the moft gnlightened reslms ; and for momentary pleafure,
give eternal pain !~When all this vile Herd is ftruck off
the lit cf time, and hurl’d in one ignominious throng,
down oblivion’s fiream | —WHITEFIELD’s name,un-
impair'd by time,will fhine like a brilliaat ftar in heaven’s
gternal Sphere !

- -



( 36 )

inveterate enemies have never been able to fix this or
any other reproach upon him ; and fome who are
very unfriendly to his religious fertiments, and could
reproach him as an enthufiaft, have been obliged, on
the moft critical examination into his whole actions
and publick affairs, to confefs he has atted the part
of an honeft man. |

This leads us to fee, that the moft upright and dif-
interefted conduc in collecting and managing publick
charities is no fcreen from the reproach ot malevolent
tongues ; and fhould make us careful not to receive
or propagate reports againft men who are engagedin
benevolent fchemes, until we have clear and full evi-
dence, nor to admit any cvidence.againﬂ fuch, with-
out hearing what they can fay in defence of their own
conduct.

Mr. Whitefield lived long enough to triumph oveg,
thefe and many fuch-like bafe reproaches, and to
eftablifh his charaler as an honeft man, fo as to ft
the mouths of his very enemies, except fuch as wi
not attend to evident facts, and delight in defamation
and calumny, ; but not long enough to perfet the
plan of his Orphan-houfe-college. This indeed he
had finithed except figning the papers, which were all
prepared, and fixing a prefident in it, which he de-
figned to accomplifh on his return to Georgia.

But in the midft of the mofl general ufefulnefs,and
of thefe noble purpofes to promote religion and learn-
ing, he is called off the ftage of action, and the night
of death has clofed the fcene, and put a period to his
work ; and we with mourning thoufands, in Europe
and America, are left to cry, My fatber ! my fatber !
The chariots of Ifrael, and tbe borfemen thereof | Our
Elijah is afcended, to be here no more.  On the 30th
of September,he took his wifh’d-for flight to his Re-
deemer’s bofom.—A great, a good and moft ufeful
fervant of Chrift is called from among us, one who
fpent life for God, and for us, What a breach is
here ! wide as the fea! Europe and America feels the

ftroke,




( 37 )

ftroke, and mingle their flowing tears in one common:
fiream. And well they may, when they fee one,who
ftood in the gap, called home to his faiher’s houfe in
a day of fuch general darknefs, while the cloud gathers
thick and threstens deftru&tion to the Britith natian.
Have we not reafongto fear that God has tak:n him
away from the evil to come ? But however this may
be, it is certain that one who was fervent in prayer to
God, to avert thofe judgments which threaten a guilty
land, is taken away. In him we have loft the fincere
friend ; the zealous chriftian ; the eloquent,perfuafive
orator ; the fervent preacher, and earneft interceffor
with God for a guilty world, and for the converfion of
precious fouls.——But we muft not give way to im-
moderate grief, nor indulge defpair. The refidue of
the {pirit is til! with God, who can raife up others to
fill his place. To him fhould be our eyes and our
defires that many young Elithas may catch the mantle
of this our afcended Elijah, and receive a double por-
tion of that fpirit which furnithed him for his Lord’s -
work : The command of Chrift to pray the Lor
the barveft to fend forth labeurers into bis barve, thould-
encourage us in this work. Happy would the church
be, were all, who are employed in the facred miniftry,
actuated by the fame fpirit, and grounded and fettled
in the fame dcérines which have been fo powerful,
thro’ God, for the conviction or converfion of finners,
not only as preached by him, but by other precious
fervants of God in all ages of the Chriftian church.
Mr. Whitefieid was a great light in the church of God,
and his beams extended far and wide. But alafs,this
burning and fhining light is now extinguifhed, and
left us to mourn in a darkened world. However it
is our duty to perpetuate his memory, thereby to per-
petuate the thining example of one who finithed his
work while it was day.,

And fhali fuch a friend be forgotten ! Love and
gratitude forbids this, while thoufands,in Europe and
America, have monuments ereted in their hearts,

erected
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erefed there by the word of truth which hcpmghﬁ
and by the fpirit of the living God wuich sccompani
it, and has made them as his epiftle, never to be crafed
ghrough the annals of eteraity. '

But I recall my thoughts | the tcomb, the dark
abode where the duft of our friead is departed—Let
vs rather view and imitate this fervent fervant of
Chrift who is done his work and gone to reft before
us—He whom we lgved is gone to heaven. This
fhould be one tic lefs to earth, and one more to glory.
Let us, in the view of the crown of righteouinefs he
has received and which is prepared for all that love
Chrift’s appearing, imitate his holy zeal and watch-
fulnefs, his love to God and Chrift, and to the fouls
and bodies of men ; his fervent, conftant labours for
God ; his carneftnefs and importunity in prayer ; his
felf-denial ; his heavenly converfation in all compa-
nies and at all times, whereby he edified thofe about
him, and miniftred grace to the hearers.

O let his memory be precious, and his life copied
after by us all ; that when the cold meflenger, death,
fhall come to call us hence, and put a period to the
feafon of working for God, we may, like him, ftand
waiting, with joy obey the fummons, and enter with
him into the joy of his and our Lord. Even fo,-
AMEN and AMEN.






