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ABRIEF
.NARRATIVE
OF THE

INDIAN ChaitySchool.

- T % the Rev. Mr ELEazAR WHEELOCK
@»OX of Lebanon in America, being deeply
imprefled with a Senfe of the forlorn Condition
of our favage Fellow-Creatures in thofe Deferts,
and of the Obligation the Defcendants of the
ancient New Englanders ftill lic under to keep
in View the avowed Defign of their Forefathers
original megratlon ‘and being fully perfuad-
ed of .the innumerable Benefits and Bleffings,
both temporal and fpiritual, that muft neceffa-
'nly thereby accrue to his prefent Majefty’s Do-
‘minions both at home and abroad ; did, about
" Ten Years ago, take two Indian Boys, and thro’
the whole Duratxon of the late War, under the
"A 2 greateft

gmx HA T faithful Servant of GOD,
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4 A brief NARRATIVE of
greateft Difcouragements (arifing from the Ra-
vages of the Indians) he continued to increafe
his School by receiving a larger Number, both
Boys and Girls, from the nearer Tribes; toge-
ther with fome promifing Engli/b Youths, who
were defigned for the fame Purpofe of evange-
lizing the Heathen. And being rationally con-
vinced, at the Conclufion of the War, what a'
favourable Opportunity our late fignal and.a-
mazing Conquefts- afforded of profecuting this
glorious Plan, he ftill added, out of more re-
mote Tribes, many Children to the Number,
all which he did cloath,. board, and educate,
without any fettled Fund; and hath been fo
remarkably blefled in the Improvements they
have made, that at this Time (befides Taventy
or upwards in his School at Lefanon, who are
referved for future Service) there are no lefs
than Twele Englifb and Indian Miflionaries
- and Schoolmafters now employed in fettling.
Schools, and preaching the Gofpel of the ever-
blefled Gop, with moft promifing Encourage-
ment and Succefs, among fome of the remote
Heathen Nations; all of which do now depend.
immediately on the Reverend Mr WixEELOCK
for a Support.

To recount all the particular and very fignal
Interpofitions of divine Providence that have
attended this infant Seminary, would be almoft

endlefs,
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the INDIAN GCharity-School. 5
‘endlefs. It may fuffice only to obferve in ge-
neral, that as it was begun in the fame Spirit
with which the late Reverend and Eminent
Profeffor Francke founded the prefent famous

- Orphan-Houfe at Hall in Germany, fo it hath
been blefléd with many fuch like remarkable:
Smiles from Heaven. | |

And as this Inftitution'is intended purely to

te the common Salvation of the Heathen,
without any Regard to -any particular Names,
Seéts, or Parties whatfoever, {0, to their Honour
be it fpoken, it hath been countenanced and en-
couraged by Perfons of warious Denominations on
both Sides the Water. And as there appears at
prefent & very uncommon Defire among many of
the Six Nations and others to have their Chil-
dren taught to Read, Write, and Speak well, and
themfelves inftructed in the- Gofpel of CrrisT,
as well as in Hufbandry and the more polite Arts
of civilized Life ; it hath been judged expedient
to fend over the Reverend Mr Whitaker, Minif-

"ter of the Gofpel at Norwich in New England,
and the Reverend Mr Samfon Occom, the firft
Pupil and Indian Chriftian which Mr Whze-
1ock educated, and the firft Indian: Gofpel
Preacher that ever fet Foot on this Ifland, to
folicit Benefactions from well and charitably dif-
pofed Perfons of all Ranks, Parties, and Deno-
iminations Whatfocver, toward Building and En-
| A3 dowing
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6 A briecf NARRATIVE of

dowing an Indian Scbool, and Cloatbing, Main-
-taining and Educating fuch Indians and Miffion-
aries, as are now, or fhall hereafter be educated,
and employed on this glorious Errand.

In what an important Point of Light this
‘Defign is already viewed on the other Side of .
the Atlantic, will beft appear from the many
annexed Atteflations, Recommendations, and good
Wifkes of feveral of His Majefty’s Governors,
Chief Juftices, Counfellors, and Secretaries ;.
Numbers of eminent Merchants; feveral of the
Miffionaries of the Church of England; with
various Gofpel Minifters of other Denomina-
tions in the more Northern Provinces; and.
efpecially of the Honourable Sir WiLLiaM
- Jounson, that great Supporter of the Britifb
Indian Intereft in general, and great Patronizer
of this Infant Inftitution in particular.

What adds to the farther Recommendation
of this truly catholic and charitable Defign, is this,
viz, that it is purely intended for the Inftruc-
tion of Indians, and of fuch Englifb Youths enly
as are wholly to be devoted to their Service.
For it hath been found by fome few Inftances
of Indians educated elfewhere, that the Englifb
Students have been apt to look upon them with
an Air of difdain, which thefe Sons of ranging
Lisberty cannot fo well brook, Nor is it much
otherwife here at Home ; for as none but Sam-

ples
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the Inv1AN Charity-School. »
ples of uncivilized Indians have been fent over,
and exhibited to public View on this Side the
Water, the Britons are naturally led to form a.
more defp:cable Idea of them, and confequently
. to hold them in far more fovereign Contempt.
But how capable the Natives of yonder. diffant
World.are of making civil, moral, and religious
Improvements, (and thofe very fpeedy ones too) -
is demonftrable, not only from the Inftance of
the Reverend Mr Occom, but alfo from the Pro-
grefs which feveral of the Indians, now employ-
ed, have altually made in Greek and Latin, as
well as in Engli/b Oratory, before they were fent
forth to att in a public Character. The Care
taken in teaching them to fpeak as well as read,
write, and behave well, is mentioned, becaufe
‘“ as among other free Natlons, fo among the
“ Indians, Orators are in the higheft Efteem.
“ To be able to fpeak well in public is the
¢ fhorteft and moft infallible Road to Honour
“ and Influence among thofc uncontrolled Lords
‘ of the Defert. 'The Projett of enablmg their
“ own Children to do this, falls in with their
« Tafte; it will be thought by them an 4/~
‘¢ wancement of the Family, and they will go
“ into it paffonately. And if it pleafes Gop to
¢ infpire them with the genuine Spirit of Chrif-
* tianity, it will foon appear that the beft Way
. A 4 “ to
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8 A brief NarrATIVE, &

< to Civilize, will be to Chriftianize them. If the

¢ later fucceeds, what a Triumph over the
¢« Powers of Darknefs! If they can be civi-
¢ lized, what a Profpe€t of important Confe-
¢ quences open to View! How many in the
“ Train that cannot be forefeen! What.a
« Saving of Blood and Treafure! How great
¢ the Addition of Hundreds of Thoufands of
¢ -Subjets! What an Increafe of our Settle-
“ ments! How great the Augmentation of
« the Staple of thefe Dominions | - What the
¢¢ Increafe of the Demand for Bristifh Manu-
¢ fafturies to cloath the new Subjefts!  How
 important this to the Commerce of Great Bri-
¢ tain and the Colonies! And what a Source
“ of Opulence to the whole Empire ! ”

FIAT! FIAT!

2
{2

ATTES-
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Sir W. JouNsoN's Recommendotion. ¢

ATTESTATIONS TO,
4rd RECOMMENDATIONS OF,
Ths GrzAT DxsIGN.

AN Application having been made to Me by
the Reverend Mr WaezsLock of Lebanon
in Comneticut, refpeéting his Intention of Efta-
blithing an Indiam School, and enlarging the
Plan thereof, fo as to enable a Number of Mif~
fionaries to be employed in the Ludian Co
for the Inftruction of the Indians in the Chrif-
tian Religion; to which End Application is in-
tended to be made in Great Britain, &c. to all
I f;lothergo;cl oﬂ'::e}t
the fame is highly necef-
xduétive of ggody.Confe-
conduéted, by civilizing.
°i3§ them to Peace an
r WaeeLock has taken
much Pains with fome Mobewk Youths, who,
through his Care and Diligence, have made
good Proficiency in their Religious and other
Studies; from all which T am of Opinion, that
the profol'ed"Plan deferves Encouragement, and
1 could not do les than to give it this favour-
able Recommendation.

Given -under my Hand at
Johnfon-Hall #b¢s 8th
Day of Auguft, 1763.
W4 JOHNSON.
Lot]



16 Asteflations to, and Recommendations of

New-Jerfey, September 5, 1765.
E wll;;)fe Names are hereunto fubfcribed do
: certify, That we have had frequent (%Pponu-
nities of being well informed of an Indian baritl;
School which was fome Years ago inftituted in ¢
Colony of CenneiZicus, and which, by the diftinguifh-
ing Smiles of Heaven, hath remarkably fucceeded,
under the Care of the Rev. and Worthy Mr ELeAZAR
WhHzeLock 3 whofe Zeal and indefatigable Labours
in the Inftrution of Indian Youth, together with the
wing Fondnefs of feveral Tiibes of Indians towards
the faid School (lately fhewn by fending their Chil-
dren from time to time, from their remote Regions,
to be educated here in the Principles of our holy Re-
ligion) have rendered the fame an Obje&t of public:
Attention, and highly meriting the Benevalence of all.
who with the Advancement of Chriftianity among .
the benighted Savages of North America. We do
therefore moft heartily recommend the faid Inftitu-
tion, as the moft probable Method, under the Favour
of Gop, which we can conceive of, for promotin
Chriftian Knowledge among the Heathen glaﬁv:s
this Country. ‘ »
The Fricnds of Religion in America, together with
fome in Europe, knowing and heartily approving of
the truly excellent and important Defign of this School,
* by their generous Donations have hitherto upheld and
fupported it. Mr WaEELock’s well-known Inten-
tion being principally the Education of Jndian Youth,
in order to their Qualification as Miffionaries, School-
mafters, and Interpreters among the various Tribes of
Indians 5 as alfo the Education of fome Engli/h Youth
to accompany them : and the School being now greatly
increafed in Number, and-a”happy Profpe&t of its
fpeedy Enlargement ; the Support of the fame, toge-
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the IND1AN Charity-School. X

ther with the Maintenance of the Miffionaries and
Schoolmafters already fent out, neceffarily occafions
fuch an additional annual Expence, as to render it too
confiderable and weighty to be wholly fupported by
its Friends in thefe American Provinces. ~ Therefore
as Advocates for this moft laudable and Chriftian De-
fign, We do moft heartily and chearfully recommend
it o our Chriftian Friends in Great Britain and Ire-
Jand, as one of the nobleft and moft worthy Objects
of their Chriftian Beneficence. :

The Reverend Meflieurs Charles Feffry Smith and
Natbaniel Whitaker, or one of them, being chofen as
Perfons to go over and folicit the Benefactions
of our Chriftian Brethren for the Purpofe above men-
tioned, We take the Liberty to recommend them to -
the Civilities of all the benevolent Friends to the Bufi-
nefs they are promoting. .And'we humbly truft that
the Blefling of many ready to perith will come upon
all fuch as fhall offer unto the Loorp in this excellent
and divine Charity.

Sterling. S
Thomas Gage, Commander in Chief of his Majefty’s
Forces in America.
Francis Bernard, Governor of Maffachufets.
Benn. Wentworth, Governor of New Hamp/bire. -
William Franklin, Governor of Nincrfey.
John Penn, Lieutenant Governor of Penfylvania.
Thomas Fitch, Governor of Conneéticut.
Cadwallader Colden, Lieutenant Governor of New York,
William Allen, Chief Juftice of Penfylvania.
Fre. Smith, Chief Juftice of New Ferfey. ,
Theodore Atkinfon, Prefident of the Council, and Chief
Juftice of the Superior Court in New Hamppbire.
Mark H. Wentworth, of his Majefty’s Council in_
New Hamp/bire.
Daniel Warner, of his Majefty’s Council and Judge of
the Common Pleas, in New Hampjbire,
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12 Ateflations to, and Recommendations of ‘
William Smith, of his Majefty’s Council, and one of
the Juftices of the Superior Court in New York. .
Peter Levius, of his Majefty’s Council in New ybires
Samuel Woodruff, of his jd}t’y’s Council, New jarfey.
{_o{eph Shiippen, Secretary of Penfylvania.
codore Atkinfon, jun. Secretary of New sfbire.
W. P. Smith, Mayor of Elixabeth-Town, New ferfey.
Biones Shebomn.of the Flouks of Repreh "
eary Sherbourn, e entatives i
New Hampbire.
Jobn Goff, of the Houfe in New Hampfbire.
William Smith, junior,9 .
Jobn Morin Scott, }Lawyen in New York,
William Levingfton,

Flo Mier §of the General Aflembly in New York.

ohn Redman, M.D.}. ;. .
}ohn Morgan: M.D. } in Philadripbie.

William Farquhar, M. D.

Benjamin Y. Prime, M. D.} in New York.
J.me‘ &nith’ M. Da

Abraham Gardner, Col. in E. Hampton.

Do) Robentea, ¥ Merchants in Philadeibia.
ames Jauncey,
avid llav»'c::'y
Garr. Rapalje,
John Smith, .
ohn Proyoft, S Merchants in New Yor.
ohn Vander Spiegel,
William M¢Adams,
Laurence Read,
Dirk Brinkerhoff,
Garrat Noel, J

Samuel Sebury, M . .
Tho. B.Ch .D. inifters and Miffionaries
chzb Dm;:":“ er, D.D of the Church of Exgland.
By Order of the Prefbytery of New York,
Fames Caldworll, Clesk,
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the IND1IAN Cherity-School, 13
John Ewing, Minifter in Philadelpbia.

Chatles Beatty,
Richard Treat,} Minifters in Penfylvania.
obn Strain,

amuel Finley, D.D. Prefident of the College in
New Ferfey. '
Lambertus De Ronde,
Archibald Laidlie, Minifters of the Proteftant
Joan Ritzema, Dutch Church in New York.
John Albert Weygand, J
Thomas Jackfon, Preacher of the Gofpel in New York.
Ebenezer Prime,
Thomas Lewis, .
Silvanus White, )» Minifters on Long Ifland.
ames Brown,
amuel Buel, J
Naphtali Dogget, S. T.P. in Yal College, ConneZicat,
onathan Parfons, Minifter in Ntwbuz, Ma(fachufnts.
amuel Haven, Minifter in Portfmouth, New Hampfbire.

ohn Rogers o
; ofeph Tre at: } Minifters in New York.

Thofe who are difpofed to join in promoting
a Defign fo truly humane and pious, are
defired to leave their DoNaTIONs with the
following Perfons, to be by them placed un-
der Improvement till drawn for by the Re-
verend Mr Wheelock.

Meflieurs HoARE and Co. Bankers, in Fleet-fireet.
Meffieurs CH11D and Co: Bankers, near Zemple-Bar,
Meflieurs DrummoND and Co. Bankers, Charing-crefs.
Meflicurs Rorrey and Co. Bankers, in Lombard-fireet.
Meffieurs PEwTRrEss and RoBarTs, Bankers, in Lome
bard-fireet.
Meffieurs SmiTH and PaynNE, Bankers, in Lethbury,
CuarrEes Harpy, Efq; N° 5. Soxthampton Rew.
Dxm&;ﬁﬁ;}rnnnr, Efq; Merchant, in Artillery-Coxrt,
-fireet.
Mr SAturL SAvAGE, Merchant, in Gun-fireet, Spitalfields,
Mr RoBerT KEEN, Merchant, in the Mineries,
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By tbe Howourable Thomas Fitch, Efgs Geverser of
His Majesty’s Colomy of Conne&icut in New Eng-
l‘nd’ Amprica. -

o al whom it dabormymm,gmmg

Hereas I am informed the Reverend Nathaniel
Whitaker of Norwich in the faid Colony of
Connetdicut, a Minifter of the Gofpel, purpofes a Voy-
age to Great Britain and Ireland, in order to folicit
Benefaltions in favour of an Judian Charity School
in the faid Colony, eretted for the Education of In-
déan Youth and others, to prepare them for Miffion-
aries, Schoolmafters, {9¢. among the diftant Tribes
of Indians in this Land ; and being defirous to pro-
mote fo charitable and ufeful an Undertaking, do
hereby recommend the faid Mr Wbitaker in the lau-
dable and charitable Defign aforefaid, and the Caufe
he is by thefe means endeavouring to promote, to the
Favour and Natice. of all Noblemen, Gentlemen, and
other pious, charitable, and well-difpofed Chn(tuna
with whom he may hive any concern,

Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms in the
Colony. aforefaid, the Twenty-ninth Day of Oc-
tober, in the Sixth Year of His Majefty’s ngn
- Annogne Domini One Thoufand Seven Hundred
- and Sixty-five.

THO. FITCH.
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- the INDIAN Charity-School. 1§

' Chelfes in Norwich, Fuly 10, 1762.

E, Minifters of the Gofpel, and Paftors of

) Churches hereafter mentioned, having, for a
Number of Years paft, heard of or {een with Pleafure
the Zeal, Courage, and firm Refolution of the Rev.
Eveazar WHeELock of Lebanon, to profecute to
Effe@ a Defign of fpreading the Gofpel among the
Natives in the Wilds of our America, and efpecially
his Perfeverance in.it, amidft the many peculiar Dif-
couragements hehad to encounter during the late Years
of h:%eVar here, and upon a Plan which appears to us
to have the greateft Probability of Succefs, viz. by the
Miffion of their own Sons. And as we are verily
E:fuaded that the Smiles of divine Providence upon
is School, and the Succefs of his Endeavours hi-
therto, juftly may and ought to encourage him and

- all to believe it to be of Gop, and that which he will
owa and fucceed for the Glory of his own great Name,
in the Enlargement of the Kingdom of our divine
Redeemer; as well as for the grear Benefit of the
Crown of Great Britain, and efpecially of his Majef-
ty’s Dominions in America 5 fo we apprehend that
‘the prefent Openings in Providence ought to invite
Chriftians of every Denomination to unite their En-
deavours, and lend a helping Hand in carrying on the
charitable Defign. And we are heartily forry if Party
Spirit and Party Differences fhall at all obftrut the
Progrefs of it; or the old Leaven in this Land fer-
ment upon this Occafion, and give the watchful Adver~
fary Opportunity fo to turn the Courfe of Endeavours
into another Channel, as to defeat the Defign of
fpreading the Gofpel among the Heathen. '

To'
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‘To prevent which, and encourage Unanimity and
Zeal in profecuting the Defign, we look upon it our
Duty as Chriftians, and efpecially as Minifters of the
Gofpel, to give our Teftimony, That, as we verily
believe, a difinterefted Regard to the Advancement
.of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and the Good of -His
‘Majefty’s Dominions in 4merica, were the governin
‘Motives which at firft induced the Reverend Mr
‘WhEeELOCK to enter upon the great Affair, and to
rifque his own private Intereft as he has done fince in
carrying it on fo we efteem his Plan to be good, his
Meafures prudently and well concerted, his: Endow-
ments peculiar, his Zeal fervent, and his Endeavours
indefapgable for the Accomplifhing this Defign 3 and
we know no Man like-minded who will naturally care
for their State. May Gop prolong his Life, and
make him extenfively ufeful in the Kingdom of
‘CHR1sT! , _

. We have alfo fome of us, at his Defire, examined
his Accounts, and find that befides giving in all his
‘own Labour and Trouble in the Affair, he has charg-
ed for the Support, Schooling, &¢. of the Youth, at
‘the loweft Rate it could be done for, as the Price has
been and ftill is among us; and we apprehend the
erous Donations already made has been, and we
are confident will be laid out in the moft ,
Manner, and with the beft Advice for the Further
ance of the important Defign. And we pray Gop
abundantly to reward the Liberality of any upon this
Occafion ; and we hope the Generofity, efpecially of
‘Perfons of Diftinétion and Note, will be a happy
‘Lead and Inducement to ftill greater Liberalities: and
that in Confequence thereof the wide-extended Wil-
dernefs of America will bioffom as the Rofe, Hakitations
of Crucity become Dwelling-Places of Rigbteoufnefs, and
the Bleffing of Tboufands ready to perifb come upen all
thofe whofe Love to CuxisT, and Charity to thel:n‘;
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the IND1AN Charity-Schocl. 17

has been fhewn upon this Occafion, which is the
hearty Prayer of, ‘

Ebenezer Rofleter, Paftor of the firft Church in
Stomington.

Jofeph Fith, Paftor of the fecond' Church in
Stonington.

Nathaniel Whitaker, Paftor of the Church at
Cbhelfey, in Norwich. '

Benjamin Pomroy, Paftor of the firft Church in
Hebron.

Elijah Lothrop, Paftor of the Church of Gilead,
in Hebron.

Nathaniel Eells, Paftor of a Church in Stonington.

Mather Byles, Paftor of the firft Church in New-
London. :

Jonathan Barber, Paftor of a Church in Groson.

Matt. Graves, Miflionary at New- London,

Peter Powers, Paftor of the Church at Newent, in
Norwich. '

Daniel Kirtland, formerly Paftor of the Church at
Newent, in Norwich.,

Afher Roffeter, Paftor of the firft Church in
Prefion. , ‘

Jabez Wight, Paftor of the fourch Church in
Norwicb.

David Jewett, Paftor of the fecond Church in New
London.

Benjamin Throop, Paftor of a Church in Norwich.

Samuel Mofely, Paftor ot'a Church in Windbam.

Stephen White, Paftor of a Church in #indbam.

Richard Salter, Paftor of a Church in Mansfield.

Timothy Allen, Paftor of the Church in Afbford,

B Ephraim
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18  Atefations and Recommendations.

Ephraim Little, Paftor of the firft Church in Col-
chefler.

Hobart Eftabrook, Paftor of a Church in Eaf-
Haddam,

Jofeph Fowler, Paftor of a Church in Eaft- Had-
dam.

Benjamin Boardman, Paftor of the fourth Church
of Chrift in Middletown.

John Norton, Paftor of the fixth Church of Chrift
in Middletowon.

Benjamin Dunning, Paftor of a Church of Chrift
in Marlborough.

N. B. The Names of the Susscrizers ftand in
the fame Order in which they fubfcribed, and
not according to Seniority ; and it is hoped any
Inaccuracies obfervable in this Draught will be
excufed, at leaft not charged upon more than
one of the Number, inafmuch as they figned fe-
parately, not having the Advantage of a Con-
vention for that Purpofe,

HNSDEPAS

RECOM-
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Recommendations, &c. 19
APATR TRRN SARNTTIIRN: TRTIN TARNITINE

RECOMMENDATIONS

Of the Rev. Meflts NATHANIEL WHITAKER,
and SaMsoN Occom.

HE affociated Minifters of the eaftern Dif-

tri¢ of New Londen County, in ConnelZicat,
at their Meecting in Preffon, Offob. 8. 1765. recom-
mend him as follows.

¢ The Reverend Mr Nathaniel Whitaker, of Chel-
¢ [y in Norwich, Paftor of the Church and Congre-
¢ garion there, fituate in the midft of us, is well
ﬁnown by us, and accordingly reccived as a Man
« of good Underftanding and Learning, of Probity
« and Piety ; one of good Minifterial Gifts, and of
¢« fome very happy Furniture for public Service,
s awbofe praife is even in all our Churches. — And as
¢ he ftands in a good Light in our View and Efteem
¢¢ of him, both as to his natural and minifterial
¢ Character, we heartily recommend him to the Re-
¢« ception and Good-will of all, into whofe Acquain-
¢ tance his great Defign and Occafions may intro-
« duce him ; and to minifterial Exercifes wherefo-
¢« ever he may be properly invited thereunto. Alfo
¢t do commend him to the aufpicious Care and Smiles
¢ «of Heaven, in the whole Compafs of his Travel
¢« and Duty ; and particularly withing him the di-
s¢ vine Blefling and good Succefs in the important
¢¢ Defign and %uﬁncfs he goes upon.”
Signed by Order of the Affociation,
Benjamin Lord, Moderator.

B2 The
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20 Recommendations of the Rev. Mr Whitaker.

The Church of which he is Paftor write thus :

« THE Church of Chrift at Chelfey in Norwich
< in Comneliscut, New England, To all the Churches
¢« of Chrift, and whomfoever it may concern, fend
¢¢ greeting :

¢« Whereas it has pleafed God in his Providence
¢¢ to call our Reverend and Worthy Paftor, Mr Na-
s¢ thaniel Whitaker, from us for a Seafon, to go to
¢ Europe to folicit Charities for the /ndian Charity
¢« School under the Care of the Reverend Mr Eles-
¢ zar.Wheelock of Lebanon, and to promote Chrif-
¢¢ tian Knowledge among the /ndians on this Conti-
¢ nent.

¢« We do unanimoufly recommend him, the faid
<« Mr Whitaker, and his Services, to all the Churches
«¢ and People of Gop, of whatever Denomination,
¢ and wherefoever he may come, as a faithful Minif-
¢ ter of Jesus CHRIST, whofe praife is in the gofpel
< through the Churches: Earneftly requefting, bro-
¢¢ therly Kindnefs and Charity may be extended to-
¢ wards him, as Occafion may require ; and thatthe
¢« grand and important Caufe in which he is engag-
¢« ed, may be forwarded and promoted by all the
s« Lovers of the Truth. Wifhing Grace, Mercy and
¢ Truth may be multiplied to you and the whole
«¢ Ifrael of Gop ; and defiring an Intereft in your
¢ Prayers for us, we fubfcribe,

¢ Yours in the Faith and Fellowfhip

of the Gofpel,”
By Order and in Behalf
of the faid Church, JFonatban Huntington.
Ifaiab Tiffany.
Norwich, Oftob. 21. 1765. Jem
' The
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Rev. Mr Wheelock’s Mmortd 21

The MEMORIAL of the
Rev. Mr Eleazar Wheelqdc.

To the People of GO D in England, Scotland,
and Ireland, and all who defire the Advancement
of the Kingdom of the great Redeemer, wherever
the Bearer, the Revérend Nathaniel Whitaker,
Jball, by the Providence of G O D, bave Oppor-
tunity to make known the important Errand on
which be comes, 1 bope, [ufficiently recommended
to charitable Notice and Refpelt.

GeNTLEMEN, and CHrisTiAN FRIENDS!

T is well known, that there are yet remaining vaft

" Numbers of aboriginal Natives -in this Land 3
whofe manner of Living is favage, almoft to a Level
with the brutal Creation, but fierce and terrible in
War. Their Dwellings are eminently Habitations of
Cruelty. They have continued from Age to Age in
the groffeft Paganifm and Idolatry ; Strangers to all
the %.moluments_ of Science, but fubdil and fkilful
in all the Arts of Cruelty and Deceit : And on every
Confideration their State is, perhaps, the moft wretch-
ed and piteous of all the human Race. They have,
- from che firlt planting of thefe Colonies, been a
Scourge and Terror to their Englifb Neighbours ; of-
ten ravaging and laying wafte their Frontiers; butch-
ering, torturing, and captivating their Sons ; dathing
their Children againft the Stones; fkilfully devifing,
and proudly glorying in, all poffible Methods of
Torture and Cruelty within their Power.

- And the Confideration; that their being civilized,
and taught the Knowledge of the only true Gep and
Saviour, and fo made good Members of Society,
and peaceable and .quiet Neighbours, (which cannot

. B3 be
[ 103]



22 Rev. Mr Wheelock’s Memorial.

be effected but by introducing the Gofpel amongft
them) is of fuch vaft Importance to the Crown of
Great Britain, the Peace and Profperity of our Land,
and efpecially to their own Good and Happinefs in
Time and to Eternity Moved me, about Ten
Years ago, to ere@t a CHARITY ScHooL, in order for
the Educating the moft promifing of their own Sons
that might be obtained, with a View to their being
employed as Miflionaries and Schoolmafters among
their refpective Tribes; together with a Number of
Englifb Youth, to be fent forth as Companions and
Affociates with them in the fame Bufinefs. And the
good Behaviour of the Boys which I have hitherto
had in this School, and their Proficiency in Learn- -
ing has been fuch, by the Blefling of Gop upon In-
ftruction and Difcipline, that many Gentlemen of
Chara&er and Note, both at Home and Abroad,
have feen fit to encourage the Defign by fuch Libe-
ralities as have fupported it hitherto, without any Fund
for that Purpofe.

But the neceffary Expences for the Support of fuch
a Number as are now employed in the Wildernefs, at
the Diftance of three or four hundred Miles, wviz.
Three Miffionaries, Eight Schoolmafters, and Two
Interpreters occafionally hired to that Service; and
where they can have little or no Affiftance towards
their Support from the Savages among whom they
live; together with the neceflary Supplies for the
School, which now confifts of Twenty two; and
others expected foon, who are of Families of Impor-
tance in Tribes flill- more remote ; are greater than
can be reafonably expeéted from thefe American Co-
lonies ; efpecially at a Time when Compldints of
Debt, and want of Money, are fo loud and univerfal.
But: confidering, that this great Undertaking looks
with fuch a favourable and encouraging Afpe&, and
that a wider Door than ever is now opened for the

Furthex.
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Furtherance of it, by fending Miffignaries and School-
mafters further among Tribes where none have here-
tofore been ; I am not only neceffitated, but encou-
raged thus to reprefent the Cafe, and employ my deat
and faithful Brother, the Rev. Mr Whitaker, in my
Stead, to befpeak the charitable Afliftance of the
Friends of Zion abroad. And I am confident, that
Numbers, and all, according to their Ability, who
have at Heart that which the Heart of the Great Re-
deemer is infinitely fet upon, viz. the Enlargement of
his Kingdom, and the Salvation of the perithing Souls
of Men, will be ready to confider of, and forward
to aflift in, this fo interefting Affair, if they believe
that I am not afking for myfelf, but am only beg-
ging an Alms for Curist, and in a Cafe of no leis
Neceffity than that (if not the very fame) which He
is pleafed to reprefent and exprefs-by his being an
bungered, and thirSly, and naked, and fick, and in
Prifon; and that he will, even in this Life, bounti-
fully requite thofe who contribute Supplies for thefe
bis Neceffities ; and reward and honour them at laft
with a Come, ye Bleffed of my Faiber, inberit the King-
dom prepared for you.

And whatevér any fhall pleafe to contribute for
this Purpofe, I fhall receive as facred to the Redeem-
er’s Caufe, and fhall improve it to the aforefaid
Ufes, according to my beft Ability, and by the belt
Advice. And I hope, that all Friends and Bene-
fators to this Defign, will have occafion for the moft
eafy and comfortable Refle@ions, that their Charities
were beftowed in the beft Manner, for the Glory of
‘Gop, and the Good of Men. For which Purpofe I
befpeak the Prayers of all who truly defire the Pro-
fperity of Zion. And am

Theirs most beartily in our common Lorp,

Dated at Lebanon in

3:-::723;.:. Nov. Eleazar Wheelock.
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Recommendations of the Rev. Mr Qccom.

HE Rev. Mr Eleazar Wheelock of Lebanon in
Conneciicut, under whom he was educated,

writes thus :

«« THESE may certify all concerned, That the

<¢ Bearer, the Reverend Mr Samfon Occom, of Mo-

(13
(11

(1%

K19
(14
[

(13

[ {3

€

<
(19
(1]
(11
({1
&c
€
(13
Y3
g
'
€
'
<
Y3
(13
€
€
'3
€
13

{106]

began, came to live with me foon after he emerged
out of grofs Paganifm, and was a Member in my
Family, and under my Inftrution for feveral Years,
before he went to keep a School on Long Ifland,
in which he continued for fome Years; and atthe
fame Time officiated as public Teacher of the Indian
Tribe at Montauk on Long Ifland, till he received Or-
dination by the Hands of S«ffo/k Prefbytery on faid
Ifland : Since which he has been employed in fe-
veral Mifions to various Tribes of /ndians to good
Acceptance. All which Time I have kept up my.
Acquaintance with him: and, fo far as I have
known or heard, he has behaved himfelf becom-
ing his Chriftian and Minifterial Charatter. Ever
fince he left my Houfe he has been under great
Difadvantages, and his Abilities have been much
ftarved for want of fuitable Support for himfelf

-and numerous Family ;- which has obliged him to.

labour . with his Hands, and for many Years was
without polite Converfation, while he lived among
Indians, and in wantof a Library. Notwithftanding
all which, he appears to me to be well accom-
plithed, and peculiarly turned to teach and edify
his favage Brethren ; and he hath alfo preached in
New York, Boston, and other politc Towns among
the Englib, to good Acceptance. By the be

Judges he is faid to be an excellent Speaker in his
own Language. His Influence is very great among
the Indians ; and if it fhould pleafe Gop to fpare
his Life, there is reafon to hope he may be emi-
¢ nently
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*¢ ‘nenitly ufeful as a Miffionary among them. And
*¢ as he is defigned to accompany the Rev.Mr W bitaker
s¢ to Europe, to folicit the Charities of Gop’s people
¢ for the Support of the /udian Charity School in my
¢¢_Hands, and of the Miffionaries and Schoolmafters
¢ pow in the Wildernefs; I do hereby heartily recom-
s¢ mend him to the Kindnefs, Charity, and Refpect
¢ of all Chriftian People, wherever the Providence of
** Gop fhall caft him; and efpecially do I recom-
¢« mend him to the Proteftion, Care and- Kindnefs
¢« of the Father of Mercies, in whatever Circumftan-
- ces he may be.
Dated Nowv. 17. 1764.
Certified by Eleazar Wheelock, Founder and Pre-
fident of the Indian Charity School in Lebanon, in
the Colony of Connetticut in New England.

¢« THE above Account, certified by the Rev.
s« Mr Wheelock, is commonly known to be true by
¢« People in thefe Parts.”
Dated Nov. 27. 1765.

Certified by Natbaniel Eells,Paftorof thefirft Church
in Stonington, New England.

The Reverend Matthew Graves, Miflionary in New
London in Connetticut, New England, from the So-
ciety for propagating the Gofpel in Foreign Parts,
writes thus concerning him.

. % THE Rev. Mr Samfon Occom, of the Tribe
¢« of Mobegan Indians, in the Colony of Conneiticut,
¢ adjoining to the Town of New London, in North
. America, has been perfonally known to me above
¢ ten years; during which Time he has fhewed
¢ himfelf a Pattern of Good Works, of blamelefs
s« Converfation; @ Lover of good Men s fober, just,
¢ boly, temperates gentle to all 3 commending bimfelf
< 1o every Man's Confcience in the Sight of God: fo be-
¢ baving bimfelf as a Steward of the Myﬂerig ;f

« God ;
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«¢ God 3 and preacbing unto otbers, that he may not be
« g Caft-away. He is of a moft catholic Spirit;
<« prudent and exemplary in his Behaviour. The
<« Diffenting Minifters, to my Knowledge, allow him
¢t in his Clerical Capacity to be a Perfon juftly de-
¢ ferving their greateft Efteem. And I faithfully
¢ believe there are few of greater Credit to their
¢« Funéion. And for the Confirmation hereof, I
¢ refer to the Rev. Mr #bitaker, whom he accom-
¢« panies, as a Sample to what Proficiency the In-
s dians may be brought.”

New London, 18th Nev. 1765.

The Prefbytery of Sxffolk, on Long Ifland, write

thus concerning him :
Oé&ob. 31. 1765.

<« THIS Prefbytery recommend tne Reverend
s¢ Mr O¢com, as one they ordained with a fpecial
¢ View to the Indians: and certify, That he is of
« good moral Life, and of good Standing in this
¢ Prefbytery.”

By Order of Sxffolk Prefbytery on Long Ifland,
Nebemiab Barker, Clerk.

His Excellency Sir Feffery Amber hath manifeft-
ed his Opinion of and Efteem for the Rev. Mr O¢-
com, and the noble Defign he hath been profecuting,
by granting him a Pafs under his Seal, in the Year
1761, and-another in 1762, in which he orders his
Officers at the feveral Pofts to afford him all needed
Adfiftance : and the commanding Officer at Omoida to
allow him one Ration of Provifion per Day out of
the King’s Stores ; and afford him all needful Pro-
tection in the Difcharge of his Duty, while he con-
tinued on his Miffion among the Onsidas ; who are
onec of the Six Nations; where he met with a kind

Rece
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Reception by the Jadians: So that the Night before
he left them he had occafion to write as follows.
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Ongida, Sept, 8. 1761.
¢« THIS Evening the Sachem and principal Men
of three Caftles came together at the Council-houfe,
and a great Number of Indians befides, and I was'
called to be with them ; and after about an Hour’s
Confultation, the chief Speaker rofe up with a re-
kigious Belt of Wampum in his Hand, and delivered
a Speech. 'When he had done, he gave the Belt
to my Interpreter, and he interpreted the Speech
to me, which is as follows :

« FATHER, We are very glad you have come
among us with the good Word of God, or God's
News : And we think we are thankful to Go b,
and give you Thanks, and the good Men who
affifted you up here.
¢« We will, by the Help of Gop, endeavour to
keep the Fire which you brought and kindled
among us ; and will take our old Customs, Ways
and Sins, and put them behind our Backs, and
never look on them again; but will look ftraight
forward, and run after the Chriftian Religion.
¢ Whenever we fhall attempt to ere¢t Schools
among us, we beg the Afliftance of good People
your Way,
¢ We intreat the great Men to proteét us on our
Lands, that we may not be encroached on by any
People.
¢ We requeft that the great Men would forbid
Traders bringing any more Rum amongft us; for
;: ilind- it not good ; it deftroys our Bodics and
uls.

“ This Belt fhall bind us together firm in Friend-
thip for ever,”
N. B.
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N.B. A Speech from the Sachem, or King of a
Nation of Indians, accompanied with a Belt, is
by them looked upon in the fame Light as a fo-
lemn Treaty between Princes is in Kurope; as
may appear from the following Letter wrote to
the Reverend Mr Occom.

Fobnfon Hall, Nov. 3, 1763,

Sir,

THE Onoidas lately defired T would write to
you, and defire to know what is become of
the Belt of Wampum which they delivered you,
when up amongft them on fome Occafion ; they
are defirous of having it returned *
¢ I have hitherto been able, with great Pains and
Management, to keep the five lower Nations quiet
and friendly, which alone has been the Means of
keeping this Part of the Country fafe, and the
Communication to the Lakes by the way of Of-
wego open and uninterrupted. But how long I
fhall be able to continuethem in their prefent friendly
Difpofition is uncertain. Asthe Enemy Indians are
numerous and fuccefsful, I greatly fear, unlefs
fomething is done foon by the General, that they
will force our Friends into their Schemes, which
would inevitably be attended with fatal Confequen-
ces, let fome People think as little as they pleafe of
them. '

& Every Indian in the new Onotda Caftle,  named

({9
({3
(13
(13
[ {3

Kanawarobare, where Gawebe lives, are our Friends,
and determined to live and die with the Englifb;
the Ogbguagoes, Mobawks, Scobarees, and Canada
Indians the fame ; owing in a great Meafure to the
litde Knowledge they have acquired of .our Reli-

¢« gion,

*® They defire this becaufe they look on themfclves negleQedy

l

in not having an Anfwer from the Exglifs.
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« gion, which I heartily with was more known to
¢ them and the reft.
« [ am much hurried, fo have only time to affure
¢ you that  am,

SiR, '
Your fincere Wellwifber,

and Humble Servant,
WM Jounsox,

.Q&ﬁ!ﬁﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ!&tﬂﬁﬁﬂ&&ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁmﬂ

An AccounT of the Miffimaries and Schoolmafiers
employed among the remate Nations of Indians.

Mn Samuel Kirtland, Son of a Minifter in Norwick
in Connetticut, New England, was initiated in this
School, and finithed his Education at Naffax Hall in
New Ferfey College. While he was in the School he
learned the Mobawk Language ; but as he had a De-
fire of being ufeful more remote, he fet off for the
Country of the Semecas, in order to learn their Lan-
guage, November 20, 1764, and was obliged to tarry
at Sir William Fobnfon’s for a Convoy till Fanuary 17

following, and then fet out with two Seneca Indians

* for his Convoy. The:Snow was then four Feet deep,

and very dry. He travelled on Snow-Shoes, with

his Pack of Provifions on his Back, upwards of two
hundred Miles into the Wildernefs, where was no

Path or Houfes to lodge in3 and in.feventeen Days
he reached that favage T'ribe, which but a few Months

before had been imbruing their Hands in our Blood ;

and there he hath been ever fince, except fwo or tbree

Journies-on Poot two hundred Miles, ta procure a lit-

tle Bread to fave Life: and he purpofes not to return

till pext Fall ; when, from the Succefs he has among
them,
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them, he hopes to prevail fo far-as to bring down
with him fome of their Children for the School, and
two or three of their Sacbems, or Head Men, to fee it;
and thereby convince them of the Sincerity of the De-
fign for the Good of the poor Indians, and by this
means remove their rooted Prejudices.

Ifaac Dakayenenfere, Guwedelbes Agwerondongwas.
Thefe two are pious Indians, converted under the Re-
verend Mr Hawley : They can read Mobawk, and
teach their more ignorant Brethren the Things of Gop,
according to their Ability 3 having no other Book but
the Pfalms, and a few other Paffages of Scripture,
and fome Prayers in their own Language. Peser is
the chief Teacher, though youngeft of the two. This
is he whom the Indians at Onoboquage fent laft March
to afk -for a Minifter ; and who came Three-hundred
Miles through a deep Snow, and reached Mr Whee-
lock’s that very Day, and at the very Hour that feveral
Minifters met to examine two young Men for the
Miniftry ; one of which was defigned for them. And
-fo remarkable was the Providence of Gop, that an
Interpreter came in at the fame Inftant, who had liv-
ed with thefe Indians for ten Years, by whofe Afift-
ance we were able to underftand them, and they us.
Thus all thefe three Parties met together in lefs than
half an Hour, from Places Three hundred Miles dif-
tant, and without any previous Appointment, or the
leaft Knowledge of each other’s Defign.

This Jfaac is he who wrote the laft Letter in this
Colleétion.

The young Men who were examined, and approv-
ed as  qualified for Miffionaries among the Indians,
were Mr Titus Smith, and

Mr Theopbilus Chamberlain. ,_
Thefe
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Thefe young Men were educated in 2ule College
in Commeéticut 5 and in the Judgment of Charity are
truly pious. They continued fome Months with the
Rev. Mt Wheelock, to prepare for their Miffion. —
Mr Chamberlain laft War was taken Captive by the
Indians, and contraéted fuch a Love to, and Pity for
them in their miferable State, as excited him to fpend
his Zittle a/l, and ran in debt, in order to fit himfelf
to preach the Gofpel among them.

There are Eight Schoolmafters, all Indians, viz.

David Fowler, a Montauk Indian. He is ferious,
altive, a good Scholar, and well acquainted with
Farming. He is like to bring the Onoidas to culti-
vate their Lands. He teaches a large School among
them.

Fofepb Wholley, and Hezekiab Calvin, are both De-
lavars. Jofeph appears eminently pious, and teaches
a School at Omobequage, which is increafing. . He ap-
pears earneftly defirous to bring his poor favage Bre-
thren to the Knowledge of Curist, Hezekiab is a
fober, well-behaved Youth, and teaches a School a-
mong the Mobawks. They are all good Scholars in
ﬁnglfgb, Latin and Greek, and write a very good
a . '

Abrabam primus, Abrabam fecundus, Peter, Mofes,
and Jobannes. Thefe five are.all Mobamwks, and were
well accomplifhed for Schoolmafters: But becaufe
‘they were rather too young to have the full Manage-
ment of Schools, they were appointed to be under
the more fpecial Dire&tion of the Miffionaries, who by
the earneft Defire of the poor Heathen, foon found
it neeeflary to place thém all in Schools. In this
Station they have behaved well. Thefe Youths had
under them One hundred twenty feven Indian Chil-
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dren laft September, who have made fuch furpﬁﬁng
Proficiency that they will need Bibles immediately.

Fofeph Brant, a Mobawk Indian, and of a Family
of Diftinétion in that Nation, was alfo educated by
Mr Wheelock, and was fo well accomplithed, that the
Rev. Cbarles Feffry Smith (a young Gentleman, who,
out of Love to Curist and the Souls of Men, de-
votes his Life, and fuch a Fortune as is fufficient to
fupport himfelf and an Interpreter, wholly to this
glorious Service;) took him for his Interpreter, when
he went on his Miffion to the Mobawks, near three
Years ago. But the War breaking out at that Time
between the back Indians and the Englifb, Mr Smith
was obliged to return ; but Fofepb tarried, and went
out with a Company againft the Indians, and was ufe~
ful in the War; in which he behaved fo much like
the Chriftian and the Soldier, that he gained great
Efteem. He now lives in a decent manner, and en-
deavours to teach his poor Brethren the Things of
Gob, in which his own Heart feems much engaged.
His Houfe is an Afylum for the Miffionaries in that
Wildernefs.

Facob Fowler, a Montauk Indian, who is well ac-
complifhed for a Schoolmafter, and was to have been
fent out laft Spring; but was detained with a View
of accompanying one M‘Clure, an Englifb Youth
educated in the fame School, to fome remote Nation
this Year, if Providence fhall open the Way, in order
to learn their Language, contrat an Acquaintance,
and bring down two or three of the Children with
them to the School, and fo fit them for a Miffion
among them. .

—— Avery, an Englifh Youth in the School, is to
§o with another Indian to another Nation, for the
ame Ends.
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Thus Interpreters will be needlefs, great Expence
thereby faVe;l,) the Prejudices of the Indiens remov-
ed, and they prevailed on, rot -only to hear and re-
ceive the Gofpel, but to cultivate the civil Arts among
them: which they will fee exemplified in thofe who

among them. And we cannot but hope thefe
%%uth ‘will fill their Places with as much Faithfulnefs
as thofe already fent out, who, it muft be owned,
have done well on their Miffion.

‘With what a difinterefted Spirit they are endowed,
what Hardhips they have undergone, and what a
wide Profpect of future Ufefulnels is now opening,
will appear from the following Extratts from Let-
ters fent within thefe two Years laft paft to'the Rev.
Mr Eleazar Wheclock. '

"EXTRACTS of LETTERS.

Mr Kirtland writes thus.
Fobnfon Hall, Dec.27. 1764.

'TH E Senecas, among whom I am going, are Hea-
then indeed ; and fome rather worfe, being pro-
felyted by the Fresch Jefuits. There is a fmall Town
which is very firm in the Englifb Intereft, where I am
to refide: But the largeft, which contains Three hun-
dred Wigwams, or Huts, is a good deal wavering,.
Sir William Yobnfom thinks very favourable of my go-
ing. It may be the means of fecuring them, before
the French renew and ftrengthen their Interefts among
them, The Indians think a Minifter has nothing to
do or fay, but fuch Things as relate to the Welfare

C and
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and Salvation of Souls. The Minifterial Office with
them is rather more facred than with the Englih. —
As they have little Knowledge of the Gofpel, what
the Minifter declares they fuppofe to be the Mind. of
"Gop. The French Jefuits could do more with the
Indians in the laft War, than the Governors and all
Canada befides. But if the Minifter’s Life does not
correfpond with his Do&rines, they think he is a De-
ceiver and a Spy. I have got a little of their Good-
will and Efteem. Some are quite free with me, be-
gin to think 1 am a true Friend and an honeft Fel-
low. When this good Beginning is perfetted, half
the Battle is gained: I can then be free with them,
and get all their Hearts. They have reported among
the Kauknawagas in Canada, Onoidas, and fome others,
that | am come up a Miffionary for the Sewecas;
which appears to the Six Nations a great Thing.

January 1. 1765,

1 HOPE you have received the Letter 1 wrote
you by Captain Putnam and Mr Fones ; when I in-
formed you that I expefted an Opportunity, in a
fhort Time, of fome Indians to accompany me to the
Senecas. ‘There were fome who were going near their
Catftle, but his Honour did not choole I fhould go,
until he had fpoken with thofe /ndians among whom
1 am to live, and know what Acceptance %ﬁxould
meet with. He expeéts them down in about five
Weeks. He thinks favourably of my going; that:
fuch a Thing may be the means of fecuring them,
‘before the Fremch have Opportunity to renew and
ftrengthen their Intereft. Through his Goodnefs and
.C:r?ifemﬁon 1 have got that Knowledge and Under-
ftanding of Indians which long Experience muft other-
wife have acquired. I defire to have thofe gr I
‘Sentiments which fuch paternal Care, and other un-
common Kindnefles demand. I have been learning

the
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the Mobawk and Semeca Languages ever fince my Re-
. turn from Onokogquage.

January 22. 1765,

YESTERDAY returned from Kanajoobare, where
I have been for fome Time. Delivered to them fe-
veral Difcourfes. Kept a Singing-School every Nighe
in the Week, except Saturday-night. Laft Sabbath-
Evening, by my Defire, the three Head Men of the
Place met at Fofepd’s Houfe. After difcourfing with
them upon feveral Points in Divinity, which I thoughe
not prudent to fpeak in Public, I acquainted them
with your Defign; upon which they gave me the
following Anfwer. ¢ We are glad to hear fuch
« Things. We have a great while defired a Minif-
¢ ter., We are fenfible, if we do not get a Minifter,
¢ and keep clofe to Religion, we fhall be a forfaken
« People : Gop will caft us away. If we could get
¢ a Minifter, we would be religious, and live fober-
¢¢ ly, Chriftian-like ; that our Children might follow -
¢ qur Tracks, and thereby bring a Blefling upon
< them. We have fometimes been almoft difcou-
¢ raged, becaufe fome fay we have not a fufficient
¢« Number for a Minifter; but you fay this Minifter
¢¢ (meaning Mr Wbeclock) fays, we are not to be neg-
s¢ Jected or caft away becaufe we are few : Souls are
¢ very precious, and more worth than all this Earth :
¢ you fay, he hath had Thoughts of us for fome
¢« Time, and remembers us in his Prayers; and if we
¢¢ apply to him now direétly, he would fend us a Mi-
s¢ nifter in the Spring, a gaod, true, faitbful Minifter,
¢« who would fettle down and tarry with us, and - who
¢ would likewife aflitt us in building us a Church.
¢« Weare glad to hear this: As foon as our old Wo-
¢ men and Men return from Hunting we will call a
¢ Meeting and fend a Petition. Pleafe to write what
¢ we intend to do: firft acquaint General Jobnfow, if
Ca2 “ we
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¢ we had a good Minifter a great many would come
¢« and live with us, fome from the lower Caftle, fome
¢« from Omoida, fome from Canada; we fhould be
¢« prefently numerous if we have a good true Minif-
¢ ter; we want one who is faithful, and will ftand
¢ by us.” '

I thall fpare no Labour nor Coft, efpecially the for-
mer, where, I think, Gobo calls for them. If your
‘School does not fucceed, 1 fhall defpair of any other
Attempt to evangelize the Heathen, \

As foon as ] fhall get the Semeca’s Language per-
fedtly, I can make way for feven or eight Miffionaries
among the more remote Nations, not belonging to
the Confederacy ; among which is Pondiack’s Tribe,
which is vaftly large, imagined capable to raife 20 or
25,000 fighting Men. ’

A fhort Speech, with a String of Wampum, is to
be made to every Tribe through which I pafs, ac-
quainting them with my Defign, the Defign of the
Minifter that fent me, 5¢. &5c. A longer and more
full Speech to the Sachem of the Semecas 5 befides a
String of Wampum and a fmall Prefent, which 1 am
to deliver with my own Hands to the aforefaid Per-
fon, for my Benefit, Prote&tion, &¢. upon the hearing
of which the two Indians that accompany me exprefs-
ed great Joy and Thankfulnefs. Then a ftriét Charge
was given to fecure me from all Harm while pafling
through the Nations, and deliver me fafe to the above
mentioned Sachem. They promifed the utmoft of
their Ability ; upon which I arofe, taking them by
the Hand, and thanked them for their Good-will, &,
After fpeaking a few Words, they arofe and did the-
fame, adding, *¢ that it was the great Spirit above that
¢ had thus difpofed my Heart.”” One of my Com-
panions will live at the fame Place to which I am
- bound: the other belongs to a Town of Senecas upon

the Obio, near Fort Pilt ; who fays, hie fhall pubiifh this

, good
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good News wherever he goes, not doubting it will be
very acceptable to a great many.’ )

It is faid to be a very great and dangerous Under-
taking to venture into thofe Parts, though- the moft
promifing, fhould my Life be fpared, and Succefs
granted, of any whatfoever.

I apprehend you will be able to form fome Judg-
ment of Affairs from Hints I have given. His-Ex-
cellency advifes me, by all means, to carry a- few
Necefiaries to give them, to open the Way for a kind
Reception and good Treatment; and in the Spring
rencw the fame. The giving them fuch Things as
they ftand in need of, at their own Homes, will be
efteemed ten times as great as the fame Value given
here. His Excellency, for this Purpofe, has given
me to the Value of Twenty or Twenty five Shillings,
in fuch Things as will be agreeable to them. - His
Stores are juft exhaufted, or he would give me more.
I hope you will not think me imprudent, if I pur-
chafe a few Things for this Purpofe. 1 fhall neither
‘afk nor defire any thing for this Year’s Service ; only
beg fuch Things to give the poor naked Wretches,
as will be neceffary to open the Way for the Caufe
of Gop; which I pray Gop I may make my only
Attention and Employment. The It’;‘m‘b Jefuits ne-
wver fpared in this Pra&tice. This feems, under Gop,
to be a hopeful Profpect. Pray for Gop’s infinite
Condefcenfion to improve a Creature, fo vile and un-
fit for his Service. Perhaps I may be killed in my
firft Attempt. I know not what Gop defigns for
me, whether Life or Death; but this 1 know, if his
‘holy Will is my conftant Care, my Meat and Drink,
1 fhall live in Peace, and at Death reap eternal Life.
I hope you will pray for me, that Gop may give me
‘Wifdom, Prudence and Skill; and above all, keep
me very humble : and alfo that 1 may be fupported
in ‘my Journey. It is vgll I have been accu(fgnied
" 3 1o
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to fome Hardfhips, or this Journey would be too hard
for me: The Weather is exceffive cold ; the Snow
above four Feet deep. 1 add no more; in hafte,

Your ever obedient and most bumbie Servant,
Samuer KirTLAND,

Abfiraéts of two Letters from David Fowler, an
ndian of the Montauk Tribe, now Schoolmafler
at Onoida, 70 the Reverend Mr Wheelock.

Kanavarobare in Onoida, June 15.1765.
Honoured and Rev. S1R,

THIS is the wwelfth Day fince I began to keep
this School, and I have put eight of my Scholars in- -
to the third Page of their Spelling-book ; fome have
got almoft down'to the bottom of faid Page. [ ne-
ver faw Children exceed thefe in Learning. The
Number of my Scholars are Twenty fix, when they
are all prefent; but it is difficult to keep them toge-
ther : They are often roving about from Place to Place
to get fomething to live upon; Provifion is very
fcarce with them.

I am alfo teaching a Singing-School. They take
great Pleafure in learning to fing. We can already
carry three Parts of feveral Tunes.

My Friends are always looking for the Minifters.
There is fcarce a Day paffes over, but fomebody will
afk me,  When will the Minifter come 2 All 1
can tell them is, that I expeét they will come the
middle of this Month. I have been treated very kind-
ly fince I came to this Place, 1 fhould want for noe
thing, if they had wherewith to beftow.

I find it very hard to live here without the other
Rib; for I am obliged to eat with Dogs; I fay, with
Dogs; becaufe they are continually. licking Water

out
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out of their Pails and Kettles: yea, I have often feen
Dotgiseating their Victuals, when they fet down their
Difhes :: They will only make a little Noife to fhew
their Difpleafure, and take up the Difh, and finith off
what the Dog left. My Cooks are nafty as Hogs ;
their Clothes are black and greafy as my Shoes; their
Hands are as dirty as my Feet; but they cleanfe them
by kneeding Bread. Their Hands will be very clean
after kneeding three or four Loaves of Bread. Iam
obliged to eat whatfoever they give me, for fear they
will be difpleafed with me. _ After this Month I fhall
try to clean fome of them; for I muft move along by
degrees.  If they once get out with me, it is all over
with me. I fhall have a Houfe builc me next Week ;
then I fhall have my Victuals cleaner.

I now and then drink a little Tea, which 1 brought
with me, and eat fome dry Bread which I bought,
and fome littke Fifh, which I catch out of a fmall
1Clivcr, and their Pottage, which is made of pounded

orn.

I afk the Continuance of your Prayers, that Gop
would ?ivc me Grace, and fill my Heart with the
Love of Gop, and Compaffion to perithing Souls;
and that Gop would make me an Inftrument of win-
ning many Souls to CHr1sT before I leave thisWorld.
Pleafe to accept much Love and Refpet from

Your affeitionate, though unworthy Pupil,

Davip FowLer.
From the fame. ,

Ondida, June 24. 1765.
I NOW write you a few Lines, juft to inform
you that [ am well at prefent, ‘and have been fo ever
fince I.left your Houfe ; bleffed be Gop for his Good-
nefs to me. I am well contented to live here, as long
as I am in fuch great Bufinefs. My Scholars learn
C4 very
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very well; I have put Eleven of them into 4, 3, ab.
I have three more that will advance to that Place this
Week, and fome have got to the fixth Page. . Itisa "
thoufand Pities they cannot keep together: they are
often going about to get their Provifion. One of the
Chiefs, in whofe Houfe I live, told me, he beélieved
fome of the Indians would ftarve to Death this Sum-
mer. Some of them have almoft confumed all theic
Corn already. N ,
"I came oo late this Spring: I could not put any
thing into the Ground : 1 hope I fhall next Year. 1
believe [ thall perfuade all the Men in this Caftle, at
leaft the moft of them, to labour next Year. They
begin to fee now, that they would live better if they
cultivated their Lands, than they do now by Hunt-
ing and Fithing. =
I have been miferably on’t for an Interpreter. 1
can fay very little to them. I hope by next Spring
I fhall be my own Interpreter.
It is very hard to live icre without the otber Bone.
I muft be obliged to wath and mend my Clothes, and
cook all my Victuals, and wifh all the Things I ufe 3
which is exceeding hard. I fha’n’t be able to em-
Ylo’ my vacant Hours in improving their Land, as '
fhould if I had a Cook here. fam"
Your affetionate, though unwortky Pupil,
Davip FowLEr.

Albfiralt of a Letter from Jofeph Woole , an In-
dian of the Delaware Nation, Sc er in
the Mohawk Country, to the Reverend Mr.

‘Wheelock,
Jobnfon Hall, July, 1765.
Reverend and Honoured Sir, '
~THE Language of my Heart is, to contribute
the little Mite 1 have to the living Gop, and be h:r; '
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his Service. My Soul feems to be more and more
upon the perifhing Pagans in thefe Woods : I long
for the Converfion of their Souls, and that they may
come to the Knowledge of our Lord Jesus, and be
faved.

But O, what Reafon have I to be athamed before
Gobp, and confefs my corrupt Nature, and Luke-
warmnefs in the Things of Religion, that I live no
nearer to him. It is worth while to go Mourning all
my Day— O, it is impoffible to exprefs the Things I
mean. My Heart feels forry for the poor Indians,
that they know no more about our crucified Saviour ;
and I with I was made able to teach and inftru&
them j-— and I fhall do whatever lies in my Power to
tell them of CHRrisT as long as I tarry: I feel atham-
ed that I have done no more towards it.

I hope you enjoy your Health, which I wifh may
Jong continue. 1 have no more to add,but that I beg
Leave to fubfcribe myfelf, and be efteemed,

Your dutiful and most bumble Servant,
Josern WooLry.

Abfiracts of Letters 1from the Reverend Mr Theo-
philus Chamberlain, Miffonary among the Six
Nations of Indians in North America, to tbe
Reverend Mr Eleazar Wheelock. :

Upper Mobawk Cafle, July 14. 1765,
Rev. and much refpeted Sir, |

— ON laft Thurfday the Indians met between
eleven and twelve, to hear what I had to fay to them,
The Meeting was opened with the found of a Horn.
I delivered a fhort Speech to them, in which I told
them, That Mr Wheelock earneftly defires to have the

Indians
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Indians taught to Read and Write, but above all to
underftand the Chriftian Religion. Itold them fome-
thing of the Pains he had taken to accomplith that
End, and that I believed his whole Defign is to make
them a happy People. I farther told them that he,
this Spring, has fent out two Minifters amongft the
Six Nations, with cight /ndian Lads to.affift in teacn-
ing the Indians, and to keep Schools. In the Con-
clufion of my Speech, I defired them now to tell me
whether they defired Preaching; and choofe to have
their Children taught to Read and Writey = and if
they do, how many Schoolmafters will be neceffary
at their.Caftle, and to tell me where they would have
their School kept, that I may know how to difpofe
of the Boys, for I now have the Care of them.

I then retired, leaving them to confult among them-
felves, After about half an Hour they fent for me to
come in; as foon as I entered the Room, an elderly
Man rofe up, and made a confiderable Speech to me,
in which he faid, ¢¢ A confiderable Part of our Indians
«' live down the River about two Miles, and are many

.¢s of them not prefent,. but I believe they will fully
s¢ agree with us. As for myfelf and my Brethren here
¢ prefent, we would be glad if you would tarry here,

- «¢ angd preach all the Time. We want a Minifter
¢« always here. We want to have our Children learn

« to Read and Write. We think two Schoolmafters -
«¢ will not be too much, — one at thefe Houfes, and

s« another at the Houfes below. There are about

«¢ thirty five Children hete and at the other Place,
s¢ big enough to go to School. We will make our -
¢« Children go to School every Day.”

I then told them I was heartily glad to find them

- fo much inclined to be inftruéted in the Chriftian Re-
ligion, and to have their Children taught to Read.—w
I farther told them, that they might be fure Mr #b¢s-

lock would rejoice to hear fuch Things of them , and
to
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to him I would give an Account of all that happened.
After this, finding them difpofed, I prayed with them:
to which they attended; and fung a Pfalm afterwards,
with feeming Devotion. They then all came round,
fhook Hands with me, and returned me Thanks for
the Good-will which I fhewed them, and then de-
parted.
Kanajobare, July 17, 1765.

YESTERDAY we came here about Eleven, In
the Afternoon I vifited the Schools, as I have done
again this Afternoon, and intend to do fo every Day
while Tam here. And to fpeak the Truth, it is the
moft fatisfying Diverfion my eternal Matfter ever al-
lowed me; to take my Horfe about two, ‘(directly
after Dinner) ride about two Miles in a good Waggon
Road, go to a good Houfe pleafantly ficuate on the
Top of an Hill, furrounded on all Sides with a fine
defcending Green turft with Engli/h Grafs 5 to enter 5
find our litle Abrabam fitting ; have him rife and fa-
lute me; eleven or twelve Boys and Girls (for fo
many he conftantly has) ail rife, bow and curtefy
handfomely ; to enquire of Abrabam the Manners and
Cuftoms of his School; the Proficiency his Children’
make in Learning, &c. &¢c. &¢c. (This is real Plea-
fure!) Then to give fome Inftru@ions; to leave
them ; take my Horfe ; ride, through a fmall Grove
over a gliding Stream, on to & fecond Hill ; find the
other Abrabam bufily engaged in his School, confift-
ing of fixteen or feventeen, chiefly Boys; have over
all the *forementioned Ceremonies 3 then return to my
Lodgings. This is my Afternoon’s Diverfion. And
I can’t exprefs the Satisfattion I take in feeing near
thirty Jndian Childeen, but fix Days ago unacquainted
‘with a Letter (except two or three) now engaged in
learning their Letters, and-feveral of them beginning

to pronounce Syllables.
I have
[ 125]



44 Extrafls of LETTERS.

1 have likewife the Pleafure to inform you, that
Abrabam primus is as lively., a&tive, and induftrious a
Schoolmafter as I ever faw. The School began laft
Friday. The Children at both (if I have not mif-
counted) are, at prefent, twenty eight, all I judge be-
tween fixteen and fix Years old; and if 1 can find out
that they have Children enough among the Indians
‘here, 1 fhall infift on their-fending them to make up
the five and thirty they mentioned, as a Condition of
my fetting up two Schools. The Onoidas, 1 under-
ftand, are at the German Flats. 1 fhall vifit them
next Week, if I am well enough. I am now at 7o-
Jepb Branm’s Houfe very poorly with a Dyfentery,
which hath followed mie near 2 Week. Riding in the
Rain feveral Times, wading through Brooks to' get
along, and lodging on the cold Ground the other
Night, have made me almoft down Sick : but my
Bulinefs keeps mie alive. Fofepb Brant is exceeding
kind. I feel contented in the Bufinefs, and with the
Method of living I am in. I want for nothing but
Wifdom, Prudence, and a good Heart. 1 remain,’

Reverend Sir,
In all Refpest and Obedience, yours to ferve,
TheorH1LUS CHAMBERLAIN.

The Reverend Mr Titus Smich, anotker Miffonary
to the Six Nations, writes thus :

Lake Utfage, at the Head of Sufgucbanna
River, Augus? 3, 1765. -

I AM every Day diverted with a View of Mefer
and his School ; as I can fit in my Study and fee him
and all his Scholars at any time, the Schaolhoufe be-
ing nothing but an open Barrack. And [ am much

pleafed
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pleafed to fee eight, ten, or twelve, and fometimes
more Scholars fitting round their Bark Table, fome
Reading, fome Writing, and others Studying; and
all engaged, to appearance, with as much Serioufnefs
and Artention as you will fee in almoft any worfhip-
ping Aflembly; and Mofes at the Head of them,
with the Gravity of a Divine of fifty or threefcore.
How agreeable fuch a Sight would be to you, is not
hard to guefs! 1 expcg this School will be much
larger when it comes to Omoboguage, as there are but
few here, and many of thefe, upon the Account of
the prefent Scarcity, are obliged to employ their
Children. The School at Omoboguage will doubtlefs
be large enough for Jo/epb and Mofes both.

Tbe Reverend Mr Wheelock writes thus :

Lebanon in Connelticut, O, 11. 1764.

THE Reverend Mr Chamberlain returned from
his Miffion among the Six Nations laft Friday, (ac-
companied by two Omoida Boys for this School) to

rocure another Miffionary for one of the Places where

e has been preaching among the Mobawks and Ono-
ida; , and to get Recruits and Supplies of Neceffaries
for himfclf, and thofe Schoolmafters who defign to
winter with the Indians. »

He informs me, that the Iadian Schoolmafters have
in general conducted very well: are received chear-
fully, and treated kindly ; and that there are now in
their feveral Schools one hundred and twenty feven
Children ; and that he had provided another School
of upwards of twenty Children more for Peser, but
he being taken Sick could not enter into it ; which is
ready for him or another next Spring.-

Mr
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Mr Chamberlain alfo informs me, that he has lately
made a ‘Tour among the Onondagas (accompanied by
Delegates from the Mobawks and Onoidas) and preach-
ed to them, where never any Miflionary had been be-
fore. That the Reprefentative of that whole Nation
told him, after a Confultation of two Days amon,
themfelves, that they were all agreed to receive Chrif-
tianity, and would have him be eafy in his Mind,
and know, that from that Day they fhould be glad
to be inftruéted ; and defired him to tarry and preach
to them. And when he came away, he told them he
would do his Endeavour that a Minifter fhould be
fent to them next Spring.

The following is a Letter from the Indians of
Onohoquage, who were, on Account of Scar-
city, removed for a while to anotber Place.

Lake Utfage, Fuly 31, 1765.
BRETHREN,

WE were informed by our Meffenger that we fent
to you laft Spring, (Gwedelbes, or Peier Agwirondon-
gwas) that you would not only aflift us by fending
us Minifters to teach us Chriftianity, but alfo thac
you would affift us in fetting up Hufbandry, by fend-
ing a Number of white People to live with us ; who,
when come, fhonld build us Mills, teach us Huf-
bandry, and furnifh us with Tools for Hufbandry, €.

We greatly rejoiced at hearing of it, and expeéted
them this Spring, but are difappointed; at which we
are very forry : But we hope that we may yet receive
them, and fhould much rejoice in it, fhould you fend:
them to us. ,

We would have you underftand, Brethren, that
we have no Thoughts of felling our Land to any that

' come
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come to live among us. For if we fhould fell a lit-
e Land to any, by and by they would wantto buy
a little more, and- {o our Land would go by Inches,
till we fhould have none to live upon. — Yetas thofe
that come to inftruct us muft live, weh l&\:‘cdno :i):;
jections againft theirimproving as muc as
pleafe ; .ygct the Land ﬂl:all remain ours.

‘We have, Brethren, pever petitioned to you yet for
any to affift us, but only thofe that come with Gop’s
News, (ise. the Gofpel ;) yet, as you have offered to
affift us likewife in teaching us Hufbandry, we great-
ly rejoice in it, and think that they fhould go toge-
ther, the one as well as the other, and that we want
Inftru@ion in both. Brethren, we fend our kindeft
Love to you, and remain your Brethren,

Ifaac Dakayenenfere.
Adam VWaconwanoron.

The Indians being returned home, Ifaac writes the
following Letter to the Reverend Mr Wheelock.

‘ Onoboquage, Sept. 29. 1765.
BROTHER,

I A M exceeding glad that you received our Let-
ter, and am glad to hear that you received it gladly.
‘We likewife received yours with Joy.

1 have often wrote Letters to my Brethren, the En-
£k, to which I never received any Anfwer : Whe-
ther they were loft by the Way, or what the Occafion
was that I received no Anfwer, I know not: But now
1 rejoice that I have received an Anfwer, and hear

that our Letter was received fafely., I am likewile
%lad to hear, that you have fent an Acrount of our

to England, .
The
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The great Men have now been together, and I have
told them the whole of the Letter that you fent to us.

Brother, I fend my hearty Love to you, and to
the Minifters, and to our other Brethren that affift
them.

Give my Service to the King,.

I remain your Brother,

Ifaac Dakayenenfere.

Grnd. . Dok
% dare
v
<
A
Fafe e
T
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