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6 BEUW B II BE LA TBRS
COLOSSIANS IV, 15

““ And fay unto Archippus, take heed to
“ the mintftry which thou huft received

““ in the Lodd, thay thow tu.fil e,

| HE minifler'al woik, of all other
~emplovments in lhte, is the m ft

Jacred ard 1iportant i Toe moft fa-
cred, asitis bourded, gusrded and
inclofed by the Lo d J-lvs Chritt, the Great

" Head of the church, and K:rg in Z on, in a

manner 1n which no o her cal'ing 15 5 even

~ {o that there is not, neither can b-, any tuch

work undertaken, nor anv o' its peculiar
parts performed, but only n mn‘equcrcc of
{pecial order and command trom Ch-ift. ¢
is fo facred, that none may or can, de sure, of
right, tho! many do, de faBlo, in islt, ate.
tempt this work, or the per-ormarce v: any
of the pecaliar parts of ir, buc fuch only a
rceeive it of the Lord Jefus, in the wav, and
accordmg to the order he hath appointed 2nd
in{ticuted in the gofpel. And as this worle
15 facred, fo are they who are c.lled to itg
being confecrated and fet apart, by the order
of Chrift, to be devoted to this work, as re-
aHy and truly as were the high pncas under -
A2 . tie



the law ; and are thcreforc boly peefons, i. e.
confecrated and fet apart for the fervice of
God, in his houfe or church, Theyareholy
in thcir chara&er, calling, and office, and
therefore fhould be holy in their hearts and
lives,
- As this work is moft facred, fo it is moft
important, as it hath the. great and glorious
truths of God, the kingdom of Chrift in this
world, and the concerns and interefts of the
fouls and bodies of men for an intire ssernity,
for the fubjeé2 matier of it 3 and s its confes
quences reach to the awful day of final ac-
counts, and it will then be ﬂaewn to have
been the grand infti.uted 1ueans for the re-
gulation of the affairs of Chnﬁ’c kingdom in
th'a world. - o

- And as thiswork is of the utmeft impor-
tance with regard to the world of mankind
ip general ;- fo the right difcharge of it, is of
the grcatcft moment with regard to the mi-
nifters of Chrit in particular, to wh m this
work and office is committed: For they
hive not only the fame warfare to go thro?
which other Chriftians in eommon have, but
alfo all thofe difficulties to encounter, which
are peculiar to their office as minifters of the
Lord Jefus: And #s they fhall be found faith.
ful or unfaithful in this work, fo muft it fare
with them forever,

' Hence
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Hence apprars the propriety of the exhor-
tation to the Coloffizns, which we have in .
our tex:, wherein the apoftle requires them,
mot to underrake the miniftry them’elvesy
bat to ftir cp and excite Archippus. theie
minifter, to the caretul and faithful difcharge
of the miniftry he had rece ved s or of the
Lord: And this they eught to deo, not by
authoritative commands; but by kind and
dutiful excitements, and friendly exhortatie
‘ons. ‘This was neceffary for Archippus, and
is fo for all the minifters of the word as i¢
tends to quicken them to a mo-e diligent
attendance on their great work, &nd excite
them to thike off all indolence, wcrldlinefa
and vanity, t0 which the minifters of Chrift
~are lizble, as well as others. Ir is of noble
and excellent ufe to the minifters of the Lord
~Jefus, to be favour’d with a2 people whofe
hearts are truly fet to ftrengthen their hands
and encourage’ their hearts in their great
~work ; and who wifh to fee it we//and care-
fully performed and fulfilled, and who are
hence led to excite thofe who are fes cver
them in the Lord, to the faithful difchargc
of the tru®t repofed in them : For this neref-
farily fuppefes that the people are ready and
willing to fubmit to their miniftes avan offi-
cer of Chrift ; and alfo to the thoreugh and
faichful dilcharge of his ¢ffice among them,
| while
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while he r6aches, coriells, reproves, admonifbes,
and inflruls them in the things which con-.
cerns their eternal falvation. -

Mot people are ready enongh to fay to their
minifter, 1bis is right, and 1bat 18 wrong ; this
you ought to preach and teach, andrbar you
fhould let alone ; and every one perhaps will
prefcrbe to his minifter, a method ot preach-
ing and condut which will fuit hisown fan-
¢y, and cenfure and condema him if he will
not conform to his peculiar netions: But
fcw, alas, are zealoufly engaged to have their
mimf{ters careful to fuifii the minifiry they
have received of the Lord, and to fearch
the wouads fip kath made, by bringing the
truth of the law and gofvel home to the con-
fcience. Men in general, are much m- re
concerned to bring minifters 1o preach and
condu&t agrccable to their proud hearts, cor-
rup’, vain and unpure Jufts and fancies, than
to have them keep clofe to the miniltry they
have received of the Lord, and pre ch and
coadudt agreeable to the great rule of it, even
the facred | feriptures. Thele words therefore
ftrongly imply, that the people who fay to
their minilters, as they are here diredled, are
difpofed to fubmic to them as officers of
Chrift, and ulio to their adminiftrations, and
the exercile of their office and work.

Two things are obfcrvable in the text, and
naturally arife out ef it, L. That
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i I, That it is of the hi;heﬁ moment to both
minifter and people, that he take heed (o
the miniltry he hath received of the Lord,
that he tulfil it.

; 1. It is the duty of a people to excite and

1 quicken their minifter, by all proper

means, (0 the faichful difiharge of hisof-

fice,

I. Thatit is of the higheft moment to both
minifter and peop'e, that he take heed 10
the miniftry he hath received of the Lord,
that he fulfil ic.

That [ may illuftrate anad confirm this
do&rine, and difcover the weight and I por-
tance of it, I will endeavour to thew,

1. What it is to fulfil this miniftry,

2. Confider the means direéted to in ors
der to fulfil ic,

. Look inte the motives exciting to this,
. Whatis it to fulfil this mimiftry 2 . .

'1 his I thall confider both ncgauvcly and
pofitively.

Neg. 1. Tofulfil the miniftry whhh we
have received of theLord, does not fuppofe,
nor require that we fecure the fuccels of it,
This is a task which God never impofed cn
any of his ambaffadors: Yea, his faithful
minifters are fometimes fent with & defign
quite oppofite, eveniually to harden the hearts

and blind the minds of finners. This was
A . . 1 R e

St W i’ ¢ S,
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the cafe withIfaiah : [faiah vi 9, 10. And be
Jaid, go and tell 1bis peodle, bear ye indeed, bus
sncerfland not 5 and jee ye indeed bu: perceive
not.  Make the bearts of this people fat, and
make their ears beavy and jbut 1heir eyes: kg
sbey fec with tbeir eyes, and bear with their
sars, and underftand w.th their bearss, and
esnverty ant be bealed.  In confequente of
this, we fiad him complaining, chap. lui. 1,
Who baih believed exr report? and 1o whom
§sibe arm of the Lord rewvcaled? Very few
reccived the mcflage of God, bro’t them by
this prophct, tho® the meft evangehical of
any who lived under chat difpenfauion. Yea,
Chrift him eif complains of the want of fuce
cels; Ia. xxxlix 4. Them I faid, I bavwe labosra
¢d in vain, 1 bave fpent my fireggth for nought
and in vain. And as it was foretold of hun
in this prophefy, fo it fell out, in faé, when
he came upon 1he ftage, and enteréd on his
public minittry : For tho® multitudes followe
ed him, yet few it :s ev:dent believed on him
favingly. $ome followed him tor the loavs; o«
thers in hopes of great honor in his kingdom,
which they fancied would be earthlv, and
fome out of cu-iofity, of feeing the miracles
he wrought ; but tew, very tew followed him
from true faith and love: And fo few were his
true difciples, that when they carre to uader-
ftand theend for which he came into the

. ST T erld,
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 world, and he had told them that he was ¢5e
bread of life and the facrifice for 1he fins of men,
which hz treated of larg.1y in the vith of John,
; and focutoffall their hopesof being conftantly
! feed by miracles, and. of his being a temporal
* prince ; they replied thefe Gre bard [ayings, who
i can bear tbem 2 and from that time many went
" back and walked no more with bim. There was
* fuch a withdrawing of his followers, on ac-
* count of this fermon, that he faid, even to his
- own difciples, the twelve whom he had cho-
: fen, will ye alfo go away ? Chrift had far lefs
i fuccefls than his apottlcs, tho’ be fpake as never
- man [pake. And many of God’s faithful mi-
nifters have reafon to complain with their
- divine Mafter, that they labour in vair, and
Jpend their Brengih for naught. It is therefore
very cruel for a people to complain of and
. c2ndemn their minifter,becaufe heis not {uc-
cefsful.  Ths good feed of the word is often
. fown, and yet it fallsby the way-fide, among
thorns and on ftoney ground, and fo can
bring forth no fruir, The fault does not lie
| 1n the fower, but in the ground that reccives

it
2. Neither does this fuppofe, that the mi-
nifters of Chrift can perform every part ot
their miniftry perfeltly, and without theleaft
defet : For, although every defe herein is
a {in,and culpable before God,and requires
R renewed

Sy e
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renewed application to the blood of Chrift
for pardon and ftrength for time to come
yet minifters being men of like paffions, in-
firmities and corruptions as others, their peo-
pleare to expe&t no more of them, but that
sn Emplicily and godly fincerity, they dilcharce
the truft repoled in them; and this, through
the blood of Chrift, will be matter of rejoice
ing and comforttothem, even though they
come fhort of perfettior: in many, yea in all
the parts of their work, as all do.

Pofitively, in general To fulfil the minifl-
“try is to perform all the parts of it with care,
diligence, faitbfulnels and perfeverance. A
carclefs, idle, unfaithbful minifter, can never be
perfevering in his work. Al thefe things
1nuft be united to the faithful difcharge of the
miniftry. ButI fhall fpeak more particular.
iy to the fpecial duties which belong to this
work, under the next head, to which I now
come, and fhall,

2. Confider the means direted to, 10 or-
der to fulfil this miniftry.

Our text prefents us with a very principal
means, and which is often mentioned in fcrip-
ture on this cccafion 3 Take beed to themini/s
iry.  The original word figniflies the mouft

careful, diligent, feithful and shorcugh infpedti-
on orcare.  [Itis the fame word which our
Saviour { often wfkih to guard his followers

n"’a”ht
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againft falle chrifts, falfe prophets and falfe
doltrines, which are moft fatal to the well-
being ot his church and kingdom, and to the
ew::laﬂmg falvation of men. It thersfore
requires the greatelt care, diligence faithe
fulnefs and perjeverance 1n this great work,
and this is the mofl Iikely means in order to
fulfil ¢his miniftry,

In this place it may be proper to obferve
fome of thofe things to which minifters mult
take heed. You muft not expe& a de-
tail of every branch of the m'nifterial work,
I can only touch on fome of the molt impor.
tant things, and endeavour to treat them
pratically as I go along: And here two
chief objeéts of care prefent themfelves 1o
view.

1. Minifters muft take heed to themfelves.

2. They muft take heed to the fock over
which they are.  This 1s agreeable to the
apoftlc’s method of diftribution in Als xx,
-!8

. Minifters muft sake beed to themfelves :
iFor if they regard not themfelves as the mi-
snifters of Chrift, how can they regard the
. church as Chritt’s flock, orexpett people to
;regard them as Chrift’s ambafladors. Parti-
gcularly
1. Minifters muft zake beed that they have

he faving grace of God in their own fouls,
i B 2 and

1
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and that they be acquainted with the power
and effeCtual working of that gofpel which
they preach to others. Awful will it be for
thofe, who proclaim the neceffity of a Saviour
to others, and yet remain ftrangers to him
in their hearts, negle¢t him, and never ob-
tain an interett in his falvation. The minif-
ters of Chrift fhould take heed, lesft they
famifh themfelves, while they prepare fcod
for others, and leaft while they call ethers to
feaft on the rich dainties of the gloriousgof-
pel, and to eat the bread of life which came
down from heaven, they themfelves ftarve
in-the midft of plenty. The promife that
thofe who turn many to rigbteoufnefs fhall hine
as tbe fars forewer and ever, Dan. xii. 3. is
only on the fuppofition that they are turned
themfelves. Their own fincerity in the faitb,
is the condition of their glory, fimply confi-
dered ; though their greater minilterial la-
bours, are the condition of the promife of an

increafe in glory. Itis to be feared that

many miaifters have warned others to avoid
thofe ways in which they themfelves have
walked, and that hell, to which they have
been haftening 3 and that many preachers

are now in hell, who have a thoufand times

warned others of their danger, and called
on them to ufe their vtmolt diligence and

care to efcape jt.  God will not fave men, |

for

|

|
:
3

]
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{or offering falvation to others, while they
refufe it themielves - No, no; God never
{aved any man becaufe he was a miniiter, and
confecrated to him and his fervice 3 but be-
caule he was a converted, fanétified, juitified
man ; and {o a taithful minifter of the Lord

Jefus, and diligent in his miniiterial work.
 Minifters thould therefore, firlt of all, take
heed to themfelves that they believe that
which they {o often perfwade others to believe;
that they receive, embrace and entertain that
Chrift, and that Spirit which they offer to
others ; that they love, delight in, and take
up fatisfied, with that God for their portion
and happinefs, whofe glorious charaéter they
are exhibiting to the view cf finners, in eve-
ry fermon. IHow fad will it be, if any of us
who are in this facred imployment, fhould
be found, at laft, to be beart-enemies to, and
baters of that glorious, amiable and eternal
Brinc, whom we have fo often defcribed as
the chief among ten thoufands, and altogether
lovely 3 and to fall in love with wbom we
have fo often urged and per{waded others ?
Will not all the arguments and motives with
which we have been moving and perfwading
others to believe in, obey and love God, and
- his dear Son, be as arrows of everlalting
wrath to our own fouls forever, if this thould
be our unhappy eafe? May God grant ;xh:t
: while
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while we preach to others, we curfeives may
not be caft aways-——O, let us take heed to
our own fouls, and fee to it that we fecure
an intereft in Chrilr,

2. Miniliers mult alfo sake beed, to avoid
thofe fins which they preach agatolt in others,
lealt they be guilty of that which they daily
condemn, How can a minifter magnify
God, while he does as much to difhonor hini
as others ? Can he fet Chrift on his throne
of government, while he contemns him by
rebelling againft him ? Can he proclaim
the laws of God, and warn all to obey them
at their eternal peril, and he himfelfgo on
to break them? How abfurd and inconfift-
ent is it totell men of the evil of fin, and
paint the hateful nature of pride, wraib, firife,
backbiting, fenfuality, and worldlinefs, while we
live inthe pratice of thefe very abuminations? .
If fin is fuch an evil and dangerous thing, as
we conftantly declare ; furely we fhould not
live in it, orventure on it. If God will
take vengeance onall fin, and ftubborn fin-
ners, as we conftantly preach, furely we
ought ourfelves to fear his threatnings. If
we goon tocry down fin, and yet at the
fame time live in the pra&ice of it, however
we may pretend to believe what we ourfelves
fay, we may befure our people will never

believe weare in earneft, Let us hear what
the
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the Eloly Ghoft (aithin thiseafe, Rom. ii. 21,
Thau therefore that teacheft another, teackelt 1bos
not thy[-lf 7 {bcu :hat preachest, a man foould
‘not feal, dot thou fFeal 2 Thou that [ay:f} a man
Jeuld mot commic adultery, doft thou eommit a-
dultery ? Tiaon that abborg} idv's, deft thee
commit farrilege 2 Thou that makef 1hy boafk of
the law, tbrough breating tbe law difhomorest
theu God $ ——Q, how ablurd is this! And
what is the confequence of fuch condué ?
Only read the next verfe and you will fee :
For the nams of God is blafpbemed among the
Genrtiics threuzh you, as it is written, The
protane, and f{coffers at religion, will
reproach the name of God and Chrift,
and be hardened in their fin and rebellion
by fuch conduét in the minilters of the word,
O! with what earne? carefulnefs then thould
they labour, that they do not beCome the fer-
vants of {in, and bow down :0 it themfelves,
while they endeavour to deftroy, and pull it
down in others. O! ’tis much eafier to cry
out againfl {in, to give it hard names, &c.
than hcartily to hate and forfake it: The
fict 1s our honor, and the bufinefs of our pro-
[eflion and calling ; the laft is mortifying,
and ftlefh-killing, and often reproachful a-

mong men.
3. He that would fulfil the miniftry he
ath received of the Lord Jefus, muft take
heed

4
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heed to his praftice, to his life and converfa-
tion, that he walk in the path towards hea-
ven, and tread in the fteps of the holy Je.
fus. This is acounter part to what was juft
faid. Itis not enough thata minifter avoid
the fins which others prafife, but he muft
raltife the duties which others avoid, and
y his life and condut, recommend to o-
thcrs the dodtrine he preacheth. His life
muft be fucha comment on his doftrine, as
to convince others, by his practice, that he
believes the awful and glorious things he fets
betore them in his publick preaching. No-
thing hath a more convincing force, than a
pra&:cal comment on the doétrines of the
gofpel : This will always, either convince
the careful obfervers, and make them fubmit
to the truth which is thus held to view; ot
caufe their enmity to rife and provoke them
to perfecute thofc, who, by holding the
light which they hate, before their confci-
ences, become the inftruments of their un-
eaflinefs, and torment them, by exciting their
own confciences to be their accufers; and
this efpecially will be the cafe, when fuch a
holy lite is accompanied with the plainand
pungent preaching of thofe bleffed truths ga

which the life is formed,
If it is abfurd to cry out »giinft fin, and

w-s= yet live'in the pradtice of it ;. is it not equal-
iy
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ly fo to extol and fpeak homorably of the
ways of wifdom, and yet negle& them? Jo
defcribe the beauties and infinite glories of
God and Chrif%, and not live under the pow-
erful, attraltive influence of thofe glories ?
To propound the bleflednefs and delights of
¢ ;mmunion with, and love to him, and live
as infenfiole and indifferent asany? To
(peak of the happinels and glory of heaven,
and yet a& as though our hearts were roc
there? Surely we can never believe thofe
glorious truths which we preach to others,
while we live inattentive to, vninfluenced
and unaff:¢ted by them. If Ged is an all-
fufficient portion, and a foul filling, fatisf)ing
happinefls; why are we not charmed with,
and fwaliowed up 8 Lim ? and why are we
fo attached to the world and its pleafures, and
fo overborne with trizls asd afflictions, as
though our aLL depeaded on the prefent life 2
and how fhall we dare, or rather 4¢ar to for-
fake him, for the enjoyment of any thing
elfe : and if he be not, why do we fo highly
commend him to our hearers? If Chrift is fa
precious as we tell others, why do we not
- conftantly efteem, honor, love and obey him,
and fpend and be fpeat for him? And if hg
is not, why do we fo extol and recommend
him ? If the glories of heaven are feo ravifh-
{ ing, and its blefizdnefs fo complete, why are

e 7 oy
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not our fouls enamoured therewi:h, and if

~ not,why do we propound them to others, as

worthy their moft earneflt purfuic? In a
wo'd 3 that minifter is a lump of abfurdity,
who preaches the glorious gotpel, and is not
in lome hly flame and vigour tor God «nd
hcaven. But alas, how abfurd and incon-
ftant are the beft, and how far fhort do they
come in this holy and heavenly life!

4. He that would fulil the miniitry he
hath reccived of the Lord Jefus, muft take
heed to his doctrine, that it be according to
godlinels 3 that it be founded in the vuth of
the holy bible, which he muft make the dai-
ly man of his counfel, and the objet of his
moft careful attention and ftudy, Thence
he muft draw the charaéter cf the true God
as he s dnﬁlnguxfhcd from all idols and
nuagmary notions of hitn, and learn that he
is Gop and Lorp of ail, Thence he muft
learn the fall and ruin, the finfulnefs and in-
ability ef man, and his only remedy and re-
covery by the Lord Jefus Chrift, through
faith in his blood, and by the imputacion of
his righteonfnsis for jultification before God.
Thence he muf draw the charaéter of the Son
ot God, and there learn the nature and end
of his offices, and their fuitablenels to our -
manifold acceflizies; and there he muft learn
the othice of the Heoly Gholt, and tiic rature

cf
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of his divine opcratiogns, efpecially in the
convidtion. converfion and facétifieation of
finnere, Here alfo he muft difcover érrors,
and tlie m=arsand manner of dete&ting them:
And having learnt all thefe things, and ma-
iy more of valt importance in the relivion
of Chrift, he muft be careful to bring thefe
glorious truths to the ears of his people {o as
to give them the fairefk advantage to ateract
" their hearts, and engage them in the purtuit
of God and Chrift, the chier good, whess
20 knew is etermal life 5 and alfs 1o reprefent
the by-paths to ru:n, 1n their own proper
Light.
glt is not enough that a minifter barely
preach the truth,i.e. that he p-each found
do&:ine that can’t be gainfaid, and fo point
out the way to heaven ; but he muft alfo
difcover the paths to death and hell, fome of
which lie {fu near the way to heaven, that we
read of fome who fhall come & knock at hea-
ven’sdoor, {aving Lord, Lerd, cpcstons, wha
yet (hall never enter. And as chere are (o
many ways to hell, which bear the name of
the way ¢o heaven, aad have in many things
a great feeming refemblance thereto, it 1s
the duty of cthe minifters of the Lord J-fus
to diftingumith well, and carefully to lead .he
blind in the right way, and guard them a-
gainlt every by- path,
. C: There
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There is a ftrong attachment in the heares
of men tothe ways of error, and efpecially to
thofe errors which eat out the /ifeof gedlinefs,
and blind the confcience with vain hopes of
heaven. The reafon of this is very obvioas :
Confcience, when in any meafure awaken=d,
feeks for healing and relief ; and asthe true
blood of fprinkling is out of the fight of natural
men ; f{o they betake themfelves to methods
of cure, which God never prefcribed, and
¢rink in error like water 5 and the greater
their fears of hell are, the more carneft are
they for a hope of heaven; and hence, like
drowning men, they catch at every ft:aw,
and will not let go their errors which are the
fupport of their vain hopes. Nuw it isevi.
dent that they are in & moft faral fituation,
while this is their cafe, as fuch hopes fhut
their eyes againft the light, and their ears a-
gainft  conviQion of their ftate, and fo
feal them up under more dreadiul hardnefs
of heart ; yect fatal as this fituation is, they
love to be indulged in it; hence their lan-
guage is the fame with that of Ifrael, Ifaiah
xxx, 10. They Jay to the feers, [ce not 5 and to
¥be propbets, prophe(y not unto us right things,
Joeak unto us fmooth things, propbefy dectits.
Itis not to be fuppoled, that thefe words
Were the exprefs language of Ifrael; common
fenic and modefty would have kept tfhcm
v T : IOm
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from expofing their ignorance and wicked-
nels iniuch a bare-taced manner 3 and there-
fore this 15 but the language of their oppefiti-
¢n to the convincing, plain preaching ot the
prophet, which rerded to di‘crver their fing
and point out their errors.  The prophet is
crdcred to ga, and write 18 in a ocok, and note
it in atable befere oem, that it ®ay be for time
to come/ r ever and ever.  And what was he
to write 2 W hy, That 1vis is a rebeliicus people,
):ing chi dren, children 1vat will not bear the
law o/ the Lord : That [ay bo the [eers, fee not,
&c. Thoecther:t re, who w:ll not hear thc
Jaw of ihe Lord are fuch rebeilicus children as
[ay ta the fecrs [ee wat, EF¢c. and the realon of
all this, is given by Cheft, John it 19, 20,
~——Lig?t is come into the world, and men loved
darkn+/s ratier 1ban light, beccuje their deeds
were evil,  For eveiry one tbat doeth evil bateth
the light, acicher cometb t9 the light, leaft kis
dreds (hould be reproved. Hernce 1t is fre-
quently urged on miniltels 4o preach truth,
i.e. as ¢ nerafted with preaching againtt er-
ror, and rot meddle with, nor tocuch onerrors,
leaét chis thoutd dife urageE{ prejudice men a-
gaintt religion and the operation of the Hely
Spirit, and alfoagainft the preacher. 1 don’t
fpeak this by conjettare, but from what is
mouronfully prevailing at thisday; having been
repeatedly urgedeven by zealous prcte:.rlcrsto

religion,
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religion, not to treat on [piritual wickedn:[fs,
nor point out the fatal miizakes, about the
experimental part of religion, which immor-
tal fouls run into, as a joint to> tender and
delicate to be meddled with, and as tending
to difaffe€t men toreligion, and irritate their
minds againft the preacher, Jult as though
error were fuch a delicate thing, as always to
be cloathed with a {ilk mantle, and never ex-

fed to view, leaft the hearts of men fhruld
ficken at the fight; and fall out, cither with
themlelves or the difcoverer. But [ venture
to afrm boldly, and | am fure I have the
ericles of sruth f:r my voucher, that he who
takes heed to fulfil the miniftry, will not a-
void deteting this delicate thing, lay it open
to view, and endeavour to make men aware
and afraid ot thofe éy-paths to hell, whichly
clofe by, and much refemble the way to hea-
ven, and will not fail to hold the light before
their eyes, thro' fear that they will hate it,
‘and not come to it, leatt their deeds fhould
be reproved ; or thro’ fear of their hatred
of him.

Qur Lord Jefus Chrift, his prophets and
apoftles, all unite in detetting crrors, and
leading people to fee wherein they miftook
errar tor truth; and efpecially thole errors
which have the greateft refemblance to truth;

and fuch as are the foundation tor high and
towering
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towering hopes of heaven, where faith and
love were wanting. I appeal toall the doc-
trinal and practical parts ot the bible, for
proof ot this, efpccially to Chrift’s fermoa on
the mount. 1 have never made a cuitical
erquiry, or a comparifon in the cafe 5 but
when it thall be made by any, 1 doubt not
but it will appear, that our Lord had faid
five times as much in order to dotec the vain
pretentions, cunfident hopes, and high {:lt-
efteem which men run into, and pleafe them-
felves with, in the affairs of falvation, as he
hath faid to beat down open protaneneis and
vice; and his apofiles followed his example
and this might be the reafon, viz. Becaufe
vicefand protanenefs never can pretend to fa-
vour with God or h-pes of heaven, but lics
op:n and expofed to reproof and condemna-
tion by the law; while fuch fpiritual deceits
and wickednefs, are fo like a true religion,
as to be often found joined with, and the’
{fupports of a foul killing bspe ot heaven.
Now he that 1s careful to tuifil the miniftry,
mult take heed to preach as Chrilt &hisapof-
tles did, who are the moft perfec patteras of
go'pel preaching ; in doing which he may be
confident that he will be approved ot God.
I own the work of detefting and reproving
errors, requires moch divine skiil and pru-
dence, both as to the time and wanner: and
(s
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this is ane thing a minifter muft take heed
to, leaft his manner of reproving fruitrate the
defizn of the reproot ; but this work muit
not be omitted leaft the blood of fouls be
found in our fkirts 3 and we tound unfaithe
ful to the truft repofed in us, with which

truft we receive that folemn charge, 2 T'im,.

iv. 1, 2. / charge thee before God and the 1ord
Feus Corigd reprove, rebuke, rxbort witk
all long [effering and dclirine. Thole words
of God tothe prophetin Ez-k. xxxiti. 7,8,
may juilly {trike every minifier inro blank
contufion, who, through tear of e frowas,
or in hopes of the love and eftcem of men,
buns to cry aloud and fhew people their
tranfgreflions, fins and errors.  [lcar what
God faith to Ezckiel in chis cales So theu, O
Jon of man, 1 bave fet thee a wotchman unie
1be bosfe of Ifrael: therefore thou fhals bear ibe
weord at my mouth, and warn thcm from me,
Ween | fay unto thz wicked, Q wicked man,
tbau foalt (urely diey if thou doSi nat [peak te
warn the wicked from bisway, that wicked man
Jball die in bis iniquity : but bis blo:d will I re-
quire at thine band. O that God may fave his
minifters from blood-guiltine!s!
I may here add ; That a minifter muttalfo
take heed to his aoétrine in adapting and
fuiting it to the confciences of men. It io

pot enough ihat he preacn TrUTH, this be

may
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may do, and yetbe a very unprofitable preach.
er, and very little infkruétive, and fill lefs
quickening & convincing. Every truth in the
bible hath its proper weight and importance 3
but to dwell on msce and curions fpeculations,
which do not affe& the power of godline(s, or
but remotely ; to fearch out the geneology
of Melchifedech, and fpend almoft whole
fermons in vain attempts to fhew who he
was 3 and in the curous fearch after the
Netbenims or the particular modle of Solo-
mon’s temple: while immortal fouls are hang-
Ing aver a burning,eternal hell, and every mo-
mentare lia%le to fall into it 3 feem too trifiing
to employ the time and ftudy of a minifter of
Chrift, and efpecially to entertain an auditory,
the moft of wh:.m are probably pofting down
to death, and may be paft hope before asio-
ther feafon and opportunity of hearing. O
did minifters always fee and feel the impor-
tance of plucking finners fpeedily out of
the jaws ot eternal death, how would they
ftudy to form all their fermons to enlighten
and awaken the confcienees of men in the
molt foul-interefting truchs, & to guide them
fafe to the city of refuge.

5. He that would tulfil the miniftrv, muft
take heed that he be not unfit and unquabfi-
ed for fo great and arduous an employmente.

I know it may be a?)ced, Wha is fufficienz.

‘o
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for thefe ibings ? And indced it is hard to give
in an{wer : but notwithftanding all this, there
is 2 degree of firnefs ablotutely neceffary for
th's work, without which it can never be
either acceptably or comiurtably pe:formed,
It may alfo be atk d ; Isany min a proper
judge of his own fitnefs for this work ? This
is mor: eafily an{wered from the unerring
word of truth 5 for no man may take 1his bo-
mur upon bimfe!f, but be that is called of God,
as was Aaron, Heb. v, 4. And altho® this
text hach a fpecial refpelt to Chrift, yet itis
true with regard to all gofpel minifters. For
as none might take the high prieft-hccd on
him(clf, but he that was called to it by the
fame ceremonies and ordinances by which

Aaron was invelled with it. 4 So none may,
of

a To this text, the apoftle lays it down 2s a maxim,
which holds rine in all cates, that Ne man toketh this
bowour 19 bim[elt but be that is calledof Ged. And Aarou’s .
c3ll is mentioned only for an exampie in this cafe, and
not asa parallel with Chiift’s call ; for they differ wide-
ly in-many rcfpes, as (1) Aaion was made an high-
prict wichont an oath ; but Chiift with an cath ; chap.
vil. 20, 31. (2) Aaron was of the tribe of Levi ; and
this was cflential to his office; but Chrift was of Judah;
V.9. 10=—=13, 14. (3) Aaron was made a pricft afzer
the law of acarnal command, i. ¢. ina mediare, infliry-
ted way, by the rites which God appoiuted for the in-
troduction of all fucceeding high pricfts ; but Chiift’s |
<ll was after the power (f an end'e(s lite, like to thit of
Melchifedcch, which was not in an inflitsted way, but

immediate,
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of his own will, enter gn this work of the

holy minitry, but fuch as are called accord-

ing te the order, appointment and m(tic.ion

ot Jefus Chrift, the only king 1n his chureh,

who only hath the power to appoint offices
in his kingdom. and the manner in which

men fhall be invelted with them.,  Thisaffare
Chrilt hach committed-to bis minifters, and
not to any man, or number of Men be-

fides ; and toerefcre they are to judge of the
Jimefs ard unfinefs of men for this work, and
authorize and appoint ticm to it, In con-
firmation of this aflertion, fee 1 Tim, v. 22.
D2 Lay

faimeldiate, for anghr that appears, even as Chrift's nioft
ccivatniy was 3 for the apcibie having menticned the
a'mclaid maxim, applies it to Chnft, ver. 5,6, %
Clrift glovified nct bim{elf, o le mace an Fkizh priefd; {ut
Le that faid snto Fim, tiow art my S m, thisday bave ] L:.
Foiten thee.s~Tlas art a prieft Jovever, after the order of 3/l
cLifedech  Hence learn, .

1. T'hat Ch:ift the Son of God, cou!d not be madle
an high-prieft, bat by the appoin-ment of his Father,
2. That Chiift was called 1mon-ediately by God.

3. That none may, or can lawtully undertake any
office or work in the church of God, which isnor com-
maon to all Chriflians, without an “smmediate or rrediate
cill of God ; and thev who do, trui.fgrets againft this
rule ; For NO man taketh t3is borcur 1o Lim'elf, but Le
that iicalled of Ged: Netther Chuti nor Aarcn, nos a-
nv other man : for furcly if Chiift migzht nor rake this
honour to himfelf withour call, no man befides mray.
C ?uiﬂ had his oii’ce only by the Fathed'y appointment ;
aud tuiely no inin caa go beyend hum,
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Lay bands, i, e. in ordination, fuddenly on no
wman 3 be not partaker of otber men’s fins, 1. e,
by admitting thole into the miniltry, who
are unqualified f r ity and 2 Tim. ii, 2. And
2bs things thou baft beard of me auiong many
witneffes, the fame commit thou to faithful men,
who fhall be ab’e to teach others alfo.  Thele
{criptures plainly thew, that no man may
judge of his own fitnefs for this work, fo as
~ to be approved on his own judgment ; and
allo that none are to judge, who are faitbful.
and ak'e to seach others, but Timoiky, or tlie
n:inifters who have received thefe things, in
order to committ them o fuch as they fhall
judge faithful and able toteach, and to fuch
they are bound to commit thefe high and
important things, »
. A plainer intimation of the will of God,
we-can’c defire in any cafe, if nothing more
to the fame purpofe could be found in the
fcripture ; but much more might be broughe
far proof of this: And fince there is not
the leaft evidence from fcripture, of any per-
fon's performing or being ordered to per-
forin this facred*and folemn work of judging
of men’s qualifications for the gofpel mini-
ftry, and intrcducing them into it ; fince | fay,
this is the cafe, the point is fixed and ef'a-
blithed, tbat nene are, by Chrift, enirufted bere~
wiih but ¢nly theminifiers of the werd, Indeed if
‘ any
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any fcripture can be adduced which thews,
either precept or example for the ordination
of golpel minifters, by any other men than
minifters ; fuch evidence ought to be regard-
ed ; butif there can no fuch text be found,
(and 1 am very confident there cannot 3 and
it would be but fair and reafenable for thofe
who mainrain lay-ordination, t- point it out,
if they know of any) thea fuch a practice
muft be unfcriptural,uninftitued, and a mere
will-worfbip, which never can be acceptable
to God, nor will it be owned by him at laft :
For whatever is done in the worfhip of God
without {cripture warrant, is mere will wor.

fhip, and furbid by God. 4
But

b If what is here ohlerved be true, we may he able
bv it to difcaver how far that pirous and police aurhor,
Dr. Watts, is confiftent with tsurh in his vatienal fosun-
Aationof a chrifdian church S<&.1ii 7. ** though the
*¢ people in the uniatpired ages ot the chuich mufl al-
ways chufe their own officers, and perhaps, in fome -
mncomnmon cafes, may ordain them alone; yet fince
in ail the rules, dire&1ons, and cxamples, which we
have inthe New. Teitament, about the ordination and
million of new officers, these is mention made of fome
fuperior petfon or perfuns, apoftics o1 evangelifts,
clders, prophets orteachers, zppointing os ardaining
them, or praying for them, or confesing gifts onthem,
or committing rhe gofpcl to them, or laying hands
on them - and finee theie is not any oneappointment,
wiflion, or ordinarion, ei:her ot deacous os minifters,
thar I know of, in the New- Tecllament, wirhout

fume
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But altho’ itis the peculiar province of the
minifters of the gofpel, to judge of men®s
qualifications, in order to their introduétion
to this work, and their being intrulted, by
a {ulemn commitment, with the mifteries of
God; yet thofe who are introduced, are rot
to fec down fatisfizd, as tho’ now they were
fit enough, and fo to indulge themfelves : No,

they

-

‘ fome one or more of thefe things, I am ready to think
 this might be fo far an example to us, as that we
‘* fh..uld not too eatily and reaaily enecurage the or-
““ dinattons of uew minifleis, to be performed totally
*“ and mercly by the people, without fome perfin or
¢ peifons of fupenior chara&ers, i c. bithops or elders
¢ —cxcept only, as was faid belore, in cates ot fuch
% necefficy " But why does the D«&ostas, ** That
ordination fhould not be pzitormed merely and total y by
the people 7 ™ fince he hath not given us ene 1nltarce
fion. feripture, of an ordivation in which the pzople
had any band at all, neither can anv fuch inftince be
fhewn. But above all, 1t is very extraordinary 1n him to
fay, *‘ Thar peshaps the people, 1n fome uncommon
cafes may ordain their cflicars alome; ™ and yerin the
fume breath affzie, That ** inall the rules, direltious,
*“ and examplcs, which we have in the New Teftament,
‘¢ abour the ordination and mifhion ot new « flicess, these
*“ were fome fupcerier pesions, apofties, evangelifts, el-
‘“ deis, &c ™ Here we haverhat learned divine free-
ly owning in the moft expiels manner, tho' it is dliect-
Jy againft the principle he would efiublifh, thar there
is neither precedent nor precept in feriprure, fer any
onc ordinatien, either ef the deacons or mintfters, per-
fornied alons by the penp'e ; and yer maintirme the

neecfliny
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they muft give tbm!e:qi.t lo reading, to medis
taiion and prayer, sbat tbeir grofisng may ap-
pear 1o all. Any one wao c: nfidcrs this work
aright, will be ready to crv out, And whe is
[ufcient for thefe things 2 The fitnefs tor this
work is very partial in (he beft, and they have
great need ot diligence to improve the tall:nt

they

necellicy and lawfulnefs of' mere lay-ordination in fome
uncommon cafcs. Bur [ ask, by what law does this
b:coire .awful INot by any iaw lcft byCh:it inhis word,
as the Doltor owns ; but by 3 law invented and made
by men to iuftitute a new kind of ordination; at lzaft
te regulate onc of the moft folemn and {.cied oidi-
nances in the church of Chrift. And truly, if the Doc-
tor’s title to the v. 1c&. of this tiearifc be admitied for
truth, viz *° Where revelation is filent, 1zafon muft
direCt, * Ican’t fee why we may not make many moic
laws in the church ot Chrift ; por why every one hath
not a right ro make laws according to his own reafon, it
he is but careful to make fuch as are not hinted ar in
revelation, and about which it is filent. Now onthig
foot, how cafily may at leat onc half of the folewn
trumpery ef the chuich of Rome be intreduced, fuch ae,
bowing roward the eaft, the crofs in baptitm, &c¢ &e.
about which revelation is intirely filent, and theretoie
they are 1@ be inftituted by reafon, which, it feems,
may heclp us along, where revelation leaves us. 1 beg
lcave ro put this plain, old fufhion quefion, What rule
hath God given to dirc& us how we may gloiify end
enjoy him ? e who knows his catechitm can anfwer
this. [t feems to me a fad thing that a divine of fuch
real wortn, learning and fingular piety, thou'd, by fuch
an inadvertanr turn, undermine the fag.ed foriptures,
and seprefent them, tho' witheut defign, as an infufhis

sicot rule, ™
' !
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they have received. 3Lct us therefore take
heed, that we reft not in the judgment of o-
thers, but endeavour, by a faithful applicati-
on, to the bufinefs to which we are called, to
approve ourfelves toour final Judge.

O what qualifications are ncceflary for
thofe who have fuch a charge on them as we
have ! How many are the difRiculties in divi.
nity, and even abou: the fundamentals, that
muft be known and opened ? How many du-
ties to be doae, in which we and others may
mifcarry, if weare not well scquainted with
the matter, manner, end and circumftances
of them ? How many fios to be avoided?
which can’t be done without knowliedge and
fore fight, How many difficult cafes of con-
fcience 1o folve ? How firong, and how fuh-
tile the oppeofition we have to mzet with, from
the hearts of men ? And how many ftrong.
holds of fin and celufion to beat down, which
men will find means to build up again, and
fo fruftrate all our labour and pains. We
can’t break down the groundlefs hopes and
falfe peace of mens but they will find a bun-
dred fhifts and {ceming reaf :ns to build them
up again, and many pretended frieads to al-
fit them in it, who will have many oppor-
tunites with them, where we can fcarce have
one.

And can fuch, and fo much wark as tl‘l)il
¢
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heoe by men who are raw, ignorant and
unquaiifies ! This is erough to make the
ab’:st 1o thudder 5 and how th2n fhall chil-
dren in knowledge undertake it !

I[. Minifters muft take hced to the flock.

Every minifter of Chrift isan officer in the
univer{al church, and bears relation firft and
principally to this ; and therefore hatha kind
of infpetion over the church of God inany,
in a!l plices where he hath opportunity to
exercife his office.  But altho? thisis fo, yet
a minifler may be a fpecial bifhop or over-
{cer of a particular church committed to his
charge, and which he hath taken the over-
fizhvof. This charge and overfighe, as it
refpects that particular people more thin
others, 1s founded in the mutual agreement
or covenant between the minifter and peo-
ple ; and binds fo long, and'no longer, than
the minifter’s ulefulnefs, and people’s edi-
fication are attainable by it. And whilea
minifter hath thischarge, he is bound to take
heed to that fleck,more efpecially ,over which
ke 1s fet. And there are feveral things which
he aught to rake {pecial heed to, with regard
to them, which T fhall but juft glaace on.
1. The firtt part of the work of a fettled
paftor is, to bring nominal chriflians ¢ to be

E found

¢ By nominal Cheiltians I mean, all who are in the

vifib'e church by bapeifm.  Tho' this is his chief buf -
nets, bie iy nog mg!c& ctheie,
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found in the faith, anl to a heafty clole

with Chrift, by thewing thent the infullici-
ency of a bare profeflion to fuve them, and
ot all the outward performaiices in religion,
however exaélly they agree with the word as
to their matter and vifible form, and fo Jead-
ing them to fee the falfe grounds cn which
their hopes are built, and alle by undermin-
ing taeir falle notions- of experiences, which
tend to fix them on a falle bottom as fatally
asa miltaken dependence on the extcrral
forms of religion : he muft endeavour to fet
their fins and danger before them, and cut
themoff from every hope in themielves s
and by dilcovering the righteoulnels of God,
cut off their attempts to eftablifh their own
righteoufnefls,that being futap 1o th: faith they
muy fubmitto the rightesufnefs of God. Thole
who are dead in fin and arcunder the curfe
of God’s law, do, ofall others demand our
pity and compa(fion. The fathei’s pity Is
mott {enfible towards his dying  child 5 and
{piritual fathers fh:uld be mott tenderly
touched for thofe of their tamily, who are
under. the fou!- killing plague of fin, and muft
be paft all hope of recovery, unlels they have
{peedy relief 3 and that which renders their
cale the more fad is, their infenfibility of
their danger. ltis therefore a great partof a
minifter’s work to preach the fezvy by which

i8
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is the knowledge ot fin, in order to awaken
the 1-epy coulciences of fincers, and lead
thom to fee their danger aud helplelnefs,
that they may bz bro’t to depend on the me-
rit and r.ghicoulne(s of Chrift alone tor pare
don and acceprance with God.

2. Qur next care muft be to bald up thofe
who are brought to a faving knowledge of
the truth: and therearce various ftates of fuch,
which demaad our diligent atwention and
cire. There are many who are weak thro’
want of grace, they are like the feeble ef the
fluck, and need the care and tendernefs of a
nurfe to be uled with them.  Others are lick
with errors and prejudices, which muft bs
rooted ouc with great fkill and prudence.
Some are diftempered with various luits,
which greatly endanger their fpiritval life,
and obftruct their progzrefs in religion ; efpe-
c:ally fpiritual pride, which makes them very
troublefome and hurtful to all about them,
as this prompts them to be unteachable, con-
ceited and cenforious of others, There are
others who are declining in their graees, and
need the terrors of the law to be renewediy
applied to tham for their awakening to grea-
ter concern and care in religion, as well
as the promifes of the goipel, and their cbli-
giwtton  arifing from the love of Chrilt for
tieir enceuragement and quickening. O-

E 2 thiers
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ghers are under great and fore temp:ations,
and need the moft prudent counfcl and ear-
neft prayer ; while others are bowed down
and difconfolate, under various cifcourage- :
ments. To all thefe (tates of perfors, ami-
nifter muft take heed; and with his urmefk |
care, tkill and prudence, give to every oue
his portion in due meafure and feafon : Yeo,
he muft not negleé the frong chriltians, who |
have made good advances in the divine life : |
Thefe have greatneed of :ffitance, to guard
them againft tempration to which thcy ae
eminently expofed, 2ad to keep them frem
declinings, to which they are liable, when
their mountain appearsto ftand mott tirong
and to dire& them in improving their talent
to the belt purpofes. O how much lies on
the hands of a minifter of the Lord Jefus,
who is made a fteward of the myfteries of
God, and muft warch for fouls as thofe that
muft give an account |

I1I. ] come to confider the motives excit-
ing us thus to give heed to our miniftry.

Many are the motives to this which rmoht
be mentioned ; I fhall recite a few, and do
litele more than recite them, and lcave every
one to enlarge in his own tho’is.

I. The confideration of this miniftry’s be-
ing received of the Lord Tefus, fhould excite
s to take heed that we fulfit it, Al the mi-

R | nifters
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nitters of Char® recerve their miriftry ficm
Cirrid, and noc of men: they recewve it of
the Locd, noi immediately, as Paul received
his C?H () the =p\)l”(ﬂ 'ps on which grcend
e fays, Gl i 1. Ther he was an p(f €y
5ot of meos, moicker by min  but they receive it
modiazcly, ina way and manner which Che .&
hi.th fta-ed, appointed and eftablifhed ;
that althe? they are miiniliers by men, who are
emolozed in their o:dination 5 yet they sre
not of men, but ot Gad, and of Jefus Chr {1,

w10 hith appointed this manner of intro-
dution into this « fiice, and nepe Co receive
a miniflry ofthe Lerd, inany other wav;
and then, « f whom <o thole receive ity whio
ericer on this work, aud yet dv nef come in by
ptedir 2 And i we receive this mindfiry oF
the Lord, ‘.: {urcly becumes us to take heed
to fulfil and perf rm what is enirefled and
conimitted to us by Chrilk. This isthe Lara’s
ta'ent, and muilt be toubfully improved for
him; for ty him we mult account ; and heow
fad will our cafe be, i we m;ﬁmo-(vc the ra-
fent commicted to us! We mult hear that
dreadtui fentence, Take the urprifi: :.-Z;s/( rvant,
bind bim Lind and {aa:, and 2 of Dint tio citier
darkne;s o there fhail be weeping and mofiing
ef icoth, Befiles, the Lowd hcr-.:!){,' puis oo at
hosour on his minilersy he makes thamhis
am_affndo-s, voder fiephers, overiters undd

:vn;,f,,.‘
T
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guides to his church - Thisis a high calling !
And (hall we not honour him who hath ho.
noured fuch defpicable worms of the duft ?

2. Minitershave a glorious heaven to win
or lofe, and immoraal fouls which mult bs
happy or miferabie thro’a long eternity ; and
therefore it concerns them to take hecd 1o
their miniftry, and fee that they fulfil it, lealt
God require the blood of others at their hands.

3. T'he confideration of the corruption of
our patures, and our pronenefs to go aftray,
and fall into a negleét of our duty, fhould
excite us to tske heed to this work ~ We,
as well as others, have a bady ot fin and death
dwelling in us, even after all our preaching
agaiaftic.  Our hearts, as well as our hear-
er’s, have in them anaverfion to God and
his ways, and are nat freed from wvile, un-
reafonable paflions, fuch as pride, unbelief,
worldlinels, anil a multicude ot other hateful
evils : A1l which are fo many metives to excite
us to take heed to ourlclves.

4. Miniters thould take heed to them-
{olves, becaufe Szatan and his children will
ordinarily make their firft actack upoun them.
If we attemptthe overthrow ot his kingdom,
by turaing men from him, tolift under Chrift,
snd then lcading them on 2gainft him; he
will excice, as far as Ged-w:ll permut bim,
ail the powers of earth and hell againft us.

He



FHec hath many wgys %3 foil us: he will 1uin
our characters and our ufctulnels together, if
poflible, cither by drawing usinio fume fcan-
daious fin, or by exciting others to take away
our good name, by calumny and reproach,
or falle accufation; and if he can but loil a
minilter, what a conqueft does ke ubtain !
The devil is skilled in tophiftiy ; ke has more
Jearning and wit than any ot us, & s a much
keener difputant 3 be can transform bin:f-l} in-
1o an angel of light, and fo by aifuming the ap-
p -arar.ce of a triend, get even within us, and
calt us down before we think of .- 1 ever
men had need to take heed to themitives and
their work, furely we have,

5. Miniltters fhoull take heed to them.
felves, becaule their fins have peculiar aggre-
vations. They fin, ordinarily, againft greacer
light and knowiedge than others, and fins a-
gainlt light have a peculiar heinoufnels in
them. Bcfides, whac vile hypocrify is it to
fin in the very face of our own preacliing, by
pegleCting the duties we inculcate, and prac-
tifing the fins we warn others of ? to ftudyto
defame fin, and yet go on to c-mmit it § and
to reprefent and recommend the baauty of
religion, and yet live in the neglect of i,
There is alfo bafe treachesy in minifiei®s fin-
ing: They are [worn fervants of Chrift 3 and
"..cmnly cenfecrated to  his fervice ; and

if
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if they fin, they attasaindt cheir folemn oath
of allegiance to him.

6. The min:lters of Chrift fhould ke
heed to them{clves becaule the honour of
the Lord Jefus Chritt, of his truth and ways
lies misre on them than on other men.
None are {o nearly concerned io thefe things
as minitters : they are made ttewaras of the
myfteries of God, and his word and ways
will likely be efteemed or difpifed, mere
or lefs according to their eareful atten’ance
to themicives, and to their work : for as
God’s honor and glory is molt advanced by
thofe who are neareft to Lbim, if they a&
agreeable 1o thcxr office 3 fu their mifcarri-
ag:s bring the g-earefl ‘1'})011:):' td> his name
and ways, an_d the wore will their de-
teéts be imputed 1o God nimfeif, by wicked
men. Whata dreadful jidgm= was in-
flicted on Eli and his faaily, becaule sbey
kicked at bis facrifices, [athat men abborred the
off:ring of the Lord; and thereforc was the fin
of tte yoang men great before thé Lord. 1 Sam,
ii 17 —19. For this gave occ:fion to the enc-
mics of the Lord to bla‘poeme. 1t we are what
we thould bs; the glory of God is dearer
to us than our lives, and this wi.l intluerce
us to rake heed trourfelves and work, leatt
men fhould caft our fins in the f:ve of Gad,
aad in the face of the glonicus golpel of the

Ford
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| F.ord Jefus. O how many bars are thrown
~ in the way of the converfion of finners, by
the unholy lives of the minifters of Chrift!
- 7. Another motive exciting minifters to
take heed to themfelves is, That the eyes
of many are on them, and every minifter
will have many obfervers; and many are
malicious enough to make the world ring
of the faults of the minifters of Chrift, be-
caufe hereby they can wound Chrift moft.
O how careful fhould we be to a¢t like thofe
who conftantly remember a carping, sli-
natured world, looks on us, waiting for our
halting ! ,

8. Minifters fhould take heed to them-
felves, their work and the flock, becaufe
the {uccefs of all th<ir labours, and the fal.
vatian of their hearers much depend upon
it. God, indeed, can work without means,
or by means, juft as he pleafeth; and can
make the labours of a carelefs, unfaithfu)
minifter, of faving effet to the fouls of men,
but this is not his ordinary way : He ufually
fuits means to the ends he defigns to ac-
complifh. Can we expect that God will
blefs the lzbours of fuch as work, not for
Gad, but for themfclves, as he will the la-
bours of his faithful fervants 2 He may, and
I doubt not, he lometimes does give fome
unfaithful minifters cven greater fuccefs, .4
than fome have, who trily labour for God; “* f

¥ but
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but this is not his ordinary way. Can it
be expetted that he thould be as {fuecefsful
as cthers, who never deals heartily and faith-
fully in his work, and does not thoroughly
believe what he preaches to others, and is
never truly ferious and in earneft when he
appears moft dihgent? Isit likely that he
will fight againft fatan with all his might,
who is himfelf a fervant to him? Or, will
he endeavour todeftroy his kingdom, who
is himfelf a member of it # God may ufe
himas aninftrument to ruin the kingdom of
fatan ; but he willnet thoroughly aim at it:
Such are always, in their inmoft hearts,
ready to take up on the devil’sfide, and zare
kegpt from it only by the reftraining grace
and powef of God. Again, is it likely that
people will fo much regard the doétrine
fuch men preach, efpecially if they fee them
a& contrary thereto themfelves? And can
fuch, with as good a face as others; expect
the blefling of God on their labours, while
in heart they neither love Chrift, nor truly
with the falvation of their fellow men?
Befides, can we expeé€t that our people will
be great gainers by us, while we take lit-
1i®@ or no care of them, and never reprove,
watn, comfort or difcipline thein ¢ Surely no.
" 9. Minilters fhould take heed to them-
felves and their flock, becaufe thereis a glo-
rious reward hid cp for Chrift’s faithful

fervarts
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rvants ; for they wbo3turn many to rigbte-
oufne[s, fball foiné as the Bars forever and ever,
Pan. xii. 3. For although they who are
faithful fhall be rewarded, even tho’ their
people perith, Ifai. xlix 5. Yet, if by taking
heed to fulfil our miniftry we fhould be in-
ftrumental of the falvation of any of our peo-
ple, they will be our joy, and as gems in
our crown of glory, in theday of Chrift,
1 Thef. i1. 19, 20. .
" T might add many more motives, but
muft proceed 10 the fecond head ; in which
I'fhall be brief, having already exceeded
proper bounds. )
II. Itisthe duty of apeople to excite and
" quickentheir minifter,by all proper means,

to the faithful difcharge of his office.

In opening this head, I will briefly confi-
der two'things, | SR
- 1. The duty here required of the people.

2. The ¢bligations or motives exciting
to this. A
- 1. The duty here required of the people.

1 have hitherto been fpeaking of the du-
ttes incumbenton us, and on all who are
called o be minifters of Chrift ; And all
who have heard with attention, muft be
fenfible that they are many and exceeding
great ; and doubtlefs fomeare ready.to ery
out, And who is fufficient for thefe things.?
—— But this work, great as it is, lies upoa

2 us,



( 44 )

- u§, and we muft go through withit.  And
fince we have fuch a weighty work on our
hands, this auditory will not take it amifs,
1f I now call upon them to afford us all the
help and affiftance which is in their power,
and which is canfiftent with their refpective
charatters and callings in the world, and al-
fo thew what is ‘incumbent on you, and
_ what you are required by God to do, in or-
der to aflift your minifters, in this arduous
work : And in order to this you muft do

thefe things,
.- 1. You muft be diligent in your attend-
ance on his publick miniftry. It is very
animating to a minifter of Chrift to fee his
people diligent and conftant in hearing the
word. The fither-man cafts his net with
pleafure and courage, when there are many
fith; and the minifters of Chrift are fithers
of men. The greater the number who at-
tend, the more mutt his hopes of fuccefs be.
Befides, a’diligent attendance indicates an
engagednefs of mind, and a difpofition to
receive inftruétion, which is greatly en-
‘couraging. And on.the otherhand, how dif-
heartning and finking is it to afaithful mi-
:pifter of Chnft, ‘when he has ftudied and
.prayed much, in order to prepare and bring
fomething fuitable o your cafe, to be o-
bliged to preach almoft to the bare walls,
ror to not one half, it may be, of the fouls
o L committed
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committed to his charge, and for whom ke

hath been praying and ftudying the week
before ? |

2. You muft be careful hearers of his
doétrine, not critical to obferve every blun-
der or defe& {from which none are perfe&-
ly free) but careful to receive the trush
in tbe love of it, which will tend to
keep you from wrelting your minifters
preaching to a fenie foreign to his defign,
and dx!pofc you to put the moft favourable
{enfe upon ali he delivers. 1t is your duty
to hear witi dihigence, and daily to fearch
the feripiuies, to fee whether thefe things are
fa.

There is too ofien a very grievous fault
in people, when they hear things that do
pot {uit their own pre-conceived notions,
and peculiar turn af thought ; they arerea-
dy to fpeak freely of the fuppoled error,
without regard to the perfons to whom they
fpeak, and are not careful to weigh the
matter thoroughly, nor tofeek fatisfaction
and light from their teacher; but to vent
all their thoughts, and freely to condemn
the doctrine 1hcy have heard: And hereby
the adverfary obtains thefe advantages,

Hercby others are preludlced againft
the teacher, and learn to hear, rather as
umcs, than learners; and to fnd fome-
thing to approve or bl me, than to get in-

ﬁru&loa
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ftruétion ; and thus the minifter’s charaer
is ruined with many of his hearers behind
his back, and hisinfluence deftroyed, while
he hath no opportunity to défend himfelf
or the truth. T -
2. Hereby errors are propagated and
fown among people, while thers is no op-
artunity to decteft them; for if what is
thus condemned, bz truth, (as is often the
cafe) then the truth is bro’t iato difgrace,
and error promoted : And if it be a real er-
ror, and the minifter be really "befide the
rule of the gofpel, his influence is like to
make it go down with fome, and nothing
isdone to correct or amend his miftakes. And,
3. Hereby divifions, alienations and
fehifms are greatly encouraged and pro-
moted, to the great wound of real religion
and godlinefs. o |
There is a much better, more righteous, -
vea, gofpel way by which the errors and
faults of mhinifters are to be redtified. If
your minifter preaches falfe do&rine, or if
1t appears fo to you, go and talk the matter
over with him, and Jay open to light in the
cafe, and defire his inftru&ion ; and if he
can’t fatisfy you, go with him to fome ap-
proved minifter, and talk the matter over
together with him ; and if he is obftinate
in his error, af:er all the chritian and bro-

herly eadeavours you can ufe with him,
- your
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your way is open tn proceed, and you ought
to bring a public charge againft him, and
let him be condemned and filenced, if he
be found guilty ; but be fure you fay no-
thing of his error, but in fome fuch way,
till all this be done. By fuch a proceedure,
if you yourfelves are in an error, you may
be fet right, and receive convicticn ; and
if your minifter hath gone aftray, in doc-
trine or practice, this is the moft effetual,
and only lawful way, that I know of, to re-
claim him, or prevent his being further
hurtful.

How difcouraging mutft it be to a minif-
ter of Chrift, to hear the truths he preaches,
treated as falthood, and many led into an
averfion to the truth, and his inftrution, by
this means, while he hath no oppettunity
for defence, till the infectionis fpread far
and wide, and the milchief almoft or quite
remedileds.

3. Be often with your munifter for ad-
vice, inftruétion, counfel and direction -
This God enjoins and requires of you, Mal,
. 7. The prieft’s lips fhould keep knowleage,
and they [boxld [eck 1he law  at bis mouth, for
be is the meffenger ¢f ize Lord of Hofls. The
chief reafon why it 1s a minilter’s duty te
vifit his people is, the people’s fin in not
vifiting him: Would they but be careful
to go to him, lic weuld not have occafion

' to



48 )

to fpend o much time in gcing after them ;
and fo might {fpend the more in furm{hmo'
himfelf for their inftruction. Befides a mi-
nifter is greatly animated by frequentappli--
cations made to Lim for his inftruétions, as
it fhews that they are in purfuit of the beft
things, even the knowledge of God and
Chrift, which is sternal life.

4. You thould fubmit to the advice cor-
retions and reproofs of your minifter in the
Lord, and never venture to go againft his.
advice in religious matters, but on cood
grounds which you have well confidered.
and advifed with others upon ; for if a mi-
nifter is the meffenger of the Lord of Hofls,
and if you are to enguire the law at bis mouth,
furely you fhould not go counter 'to his
counfel without very plain and ftrong rea-
fons, even fuch as will juftify you at the
bar of God, in rejelting his in{tru&ion.—
You fhould moft chccxfully fubmit to his
reproofs, which is a mark of wifdom, for
be that beaveth veproof is wife; and this will
alfo encourage him to the' groater cheerful-
nefs in the performance of this work, which
is exceedingly difficuls.

. You fhould encouraze your minifter
in his work, b/ freeing him from the en-
cumbrance of worldly care, all in your pow-
er.” While he is neceﬂ'an!y loaded with
worldly cares, he can’t attend on the work

of
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of the miniftry in a due manner : And in
this cafe, the blame will lie, not on him, but
on-the people. The people were blamed,
and not the Levites, when they were fcat-
tered fiom the fervice of the fan&uary, to
their fields, through want of food and other
neceffaries. See Neh. xin. 10. . |
A minifter hath a legal right to as much
as his people agree to,give him; but be-
fides this, he hath a divine right to as much
as he needeth to enable him to fhew hofpi-
tality, and ro attend on his facred work with
honour, and without the mean . and fervile
appearance of thofe who live on the charity
of people.  The fupport of a. minifter
is.not an aét of charity, but an act of juftice,
and is his proper due, as the wages of the
labourer is due to him: It is due by the
law of reafon.and nature, by the law of nati-
ons this is confirmed, and the law of Gad
hath eftablifhed this beyond all difpute, for: .
Jabath th: Lord ordained, that they who preach
1hz gofpel, foould live of the gofpel, 1 Cor. ix. -
14. Fromthe beginning .of this Chapter
the apoftle labours to eftablifh this point by .
arguments drawn from every quarter; and -
it would be well if people would be careful
to obferve and obey this part of fcripture as
well 25 cthers, and remember that this ic as
really the inftitution of heaven, as the gof-
pel tefeif, <L
G Befides,
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Befides, theré were free-will offering.
under the law, befides the tythes and ftated
offerings, and thefe are the evidences of a
peoplc s affeftion to their minifter, and
greatly encouraging to him ; yea, the a-
poftle calls them, An odour cf Jweet finell,
a_[facrifice acceptable, well-pleafirg to Gody
Phil. 1v 18

6. You fhould be much in earnicft prayer
for your rmm&er, and give God no reft, till
he furnith him with thas zeal and kil which
are requifite to the profitable and fuccefsful
difcharge of his work. A praying people
will ufually have a praying and preaching.
minifter ; and when Ged fays, Hofeaiv. g.
And there fball br ke people, l:ke nriefts , does
he not defign to teach us that the fins of a
people are the caufe why he fuffers unfaith-
fiil minifters to be over them ; and that the
miaifter’s barrennefs is often the effet of
people’s coldnefs ?

7. You fhould ftir up your minifter to
his work by prudent and refpeétful exhor-
tations. ‘Thefe will be of excellent ufe o
the faithful minifters of Chrift who will
kindly receive them;, when given in love,
and with due refpet and reverence : And
thus they muft be given, and not in a way.
of rebuke, which God exprefsly forbids, 1
Tim. v. Rebuke not an elder, but entreat
biis as a fatber. To a& ctherwife would be

very
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veéry unoecoming and afluming, fince mi-
nifters are fet over their people, and are
their overfeers, rulers or guides. Heb. xiii.
17. I come now.to confider,

2. The obligations or motives exciting

to this duty,

Were the minds of people duly imprefi’d

with a i=nfe of the obligations binding, aid
maLives CXeiing to thlS duty, they would
abundantly out-weigh :111 thelr ‘objettions
againft it.
" 1. While .you confciencioufly difcharge
the duties you owe to your minifter, you will
be much more likely to improve under his
adminiftrations ; for the more his heart is
encouraged, and his hands ftrengthened in
his work, the more likely is-he to be en-
gaged therein ; and the more likely will you
be to profit by his labours ; fo that whlle
.he hath the comfort of your help and en-
couragement, you will have the benefit and
proﬁt Your labour and care for him will
thus return into your own bofoms.

2. Your own eternal falvation depends
.much on your difcharging the duties you
owe t0 your minilter, as the means, and that
in two refpects, (1) As thereby you will be
in the way cf the blefling, without which,
all the means of grace will never profit you.
Not that thefe duties will purchafe the blef

fing ; but the careful difcharge of them is
G 2 the
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the way inwhich the blefling is ordinarily
found, fo that a people have no reafon to
expeét the blefling of God on divine admi-
niftrations, who treat Chrift’s ambaffadors
in an unbecoming manner, and are’ not
carcful to perform the duties which they
owe to them. ~ (2) As in this way you will
be inftrumental of your minifter’s geeatér
improvement, faithfuliefs and diligence in
his work, whereby you will be under much
greater advantages to grow in knowledge
and in grace. Thefe are important things,
and excellent means of falvation. ‘

3. Youthould 'be careful to do thefe
duties to your miniiter, becaufe you will
hereby rendér him comfortable, and help
him to go on with delight in his laborious
employment. Thelaws of chriftianicy o-
blige us to pity and compaffion ; to bear one
another’s burdens, and torelieve thofe who
are under a great weight and preflure: And
furely if thisis due to our fellow chriftians
In common, yea, to all men; it is efpecial-
ly due to the minifters of Chrift for their
office and work’s fake, which is exceedirg
weighty and difficult: So that if you have
any humanity and chriftian compafiion, I
am fure you will feel for them, be affeCed
with their burdens, and endeavour to
ftrengthen and encourage them in their

great and difficult work.
| 4. I
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4. If you live in the negle¢t of thefe du-
ties, you will provoke God to withdraw
his affiltance from your minifter, and toleave
him as a cloud without rain ; fo that you
will not be proficed by him, but will be
uader that fearful curfe, Hofea iv. 9. Like
people, like prieft, a wicked people, and as a
juft punithment, a barren muinifter. You
may not conclude from hence, that your
minitter is not a minilter of Chrift; or that

» Jie is void of grace; no, no: Your bufinefs
-85 rather to look at home, and view you:
~ owh hearts and condué&, to fee if the caufe
'don’t lie with you. God often ftops the
mouths of his faithful fervants; thus God
fhut up Ezekiel’s mouth, Ezek. iik: 25, 26.
But theu, O fonof man, hebold, they fhall pu:
bands upoin thee, cud fhall bind thee <vith them,
aid thou foalt not go out among them. And i
will make thy tonguz clesve to the roof of thy
1i1:uth, that thou fbalt be dumb, and lbals not be
tothem a reprover, for they are a rebellicus
beufe.  Mr. Henry, on thefe words, iays,
““ As a criminal, they fball bind bim, to pu-
nith him as a difturber of the peace—or as
a diltralted man—as one befide himfelf—
his tongue hall clzave to the roof of bis mouth,
fo that he fhall not fpeak atall: And the
reafon givenis, becaule theyare a rebellicus
boufe—and are unworthy to have him for a
reprover : He thall nst ¢ive them inftrutti-
ons
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ons and admonitions, for they are loft and
thtown away upon them. He is before
commanded to fpeak boldly to them, be-
.caufe they are maft rebellious, chap.ii. 7. But
fince that proves to.no purpofe, he is now,
for that reafon cn_]omed filence, and {hal!
not fpezk at all to them.” And thenhe ob-
ferves, ¢ Juftly are prophets forbid to go
to them that will abufe them—Thofe whofe
hearts are hardened againft convicticn, are
_Jjuftly.deprived of the means of conviction, ,,
Wln fhould not.the reprovers be dumb, if,
after long trials, it be found the reptoved
refolve to be deaf 2 It Ephraim be joined to
idels, let bim alsne”> O how awful is the cafe
of {ucha people! If a people will abufe God's
fervants, he will fometimes forbid their go-
ing among them; and if they are among
“them, will thot their mouths, by withdraw-
4ng hisafiitance, that they fhall be as clouds
without rain untothem. Yea, God {fome-
TUmCS ﬂ:ops their mouths, fo that they can-
not pray fora finning people.  This wa
-the cafe with Teremwi., chap. vil. 13, 16,
Andnow, becaufe ve bave dene all thefe werks,
Jaith the Lord, end I/pake .z"'o yot, nf ng up
earl), and ﬂ:eai’mg, bu’ ye secrd not, and I§
calied you, but ye anfier: J 73] SR Thersfere,
pray not ivoy far tkis people, reisker lift up
cry mar prayer for thews, ncither make intercef-
Som tome y for Tonl! 2ot Eear thee., Hence
1t
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it 1s plain, that when God hath been iong
fpezking, and people will not hearken, but.
go on in their fins, and will not regard
God’s mefi"c:noers, but mock bzs meﬂéxgers,
aiia defpife bis woras, and mif-ufe bis prophets,
2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. That the wrath of the
Lord is fo kindled that there i5 no remedy,
and the mouths of God’s fervants are thut
up, that they cannot pray for them, God
withdrawing from them the fpirit of prayer,
Such a people are as realiy ajudgment to a
minifter, as an ungodly minif’(er 1S tO a peo-
pie.  Your neglet of the dutics you owe
to your minifter may juftly provoke God to
withhold the influences of his FHoly Spirit,

which alone can make the word effectual.

5. Your negle& of thefe duties, efpeci-
ally of fupporting your minifter in tempo-
ral good things, will bring down the curfe
of God on your worldly enjoyments. God
often punifheth other finis with fpiritual
judgments ; butthe word aflures us that
he punithes this with temporal ; perhaps,
ihat the corrction may more exac”tly ;Omt:
out the fin, Mal. n1i. 9. Xeare curfedwith

t'rfe, fer ye bave robbed tire------- i tythes and
in offering.

6. You fhould be careful to obferve thefe
duties, becaufe hereby the glory and honor
of God will be promoted in the world; ‘your
minifter will not only be encouraged in his

work,



6 )

work, but the religio5n and inftitutions of
Chrift will be adorned and honoured before
men.  What reproach and contempt will
the negle&t of thefe things bring on Chrift
an:t his glorious gofpel ? The fcofters and
prophane will fay, ¢ See how thefe people
who were fo zealous to get a minifter, and
pretended tiiey valued the gofpel above eve-
ry thing, now they have one,: negle&t his
miniftry, defpife his reproofs, flight his doc-
trine, and refule his inftruftions ; they pre-.
tend they look on hLim as an embaflader for
CE-if?; but they would not treat the ambaf-
fador of the meaneft prince in fuch a man-
rer. They fay Chrift hath commanded
them to cemmunicate ta their teacher in all cut-
wward geod things, and to maintain him hono-
rably ; but we can’t {ce that they take more
care of him than they do of the moft un-
worthy member in the parith; fuchcan ne-
ver have o inuch love to the golpel as they
pretend 4 or rather, thwereis not fo much
. soertb in the miniftry of it, or they would
incre highly efteem 1)’

7. And to add no more, The cemmand
of God obliges you to the performance of
thefe duties; review them, and you will fee
that God requires them of you; and this
thould be inftead of a thoufand rational ar-
guments.

I proceed to the improvement, in.which
I fi:all be very brief, - Inf. 1.
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Inf. 1. Ifthe minifters. may be faithful,
and vet unfuccefsiul 5 thes it is very cruael
for people to complain of, and find fault
with their minifter for his unfuccefsfulnefs.
People thould confider thatthe faultis not
laid on thefower, when the feed fell among
thorns and ftones, and by the way-fide.

Inf. 2. If minifters muft take heed that
they have faving grace ; hence fee that how-
ever ufeful and fuccefsful they may be in
their work who are void ofit; yet they will
never be acceptable to God.  Not that their
want of grace renders their adminiftrations
#ull and void; but God will not own andeac-
knowledge them as his fervants in the Great
~ Day; but they will be caff-aways.

Inf. 3. Ifitis the duty of minifters to
dete& error, and undermine the falfe ho
of men; then it is a people’s duty to hear,
and rejoice in foul-fearching preaching, and
not to find faulc with the preacher as mark-
ing them out. I know the moft will nre~
tend that they love clofe preaching; but
they moft generally mean, that preaching
which points out their own experiences
very clearly, and juftifies them, and which
condemns the ways and experiences of o-
thers which they diflike : And but few, ve-
ry few can bear to have their own hearts
fearched and prob’d to the bottom by the

word. "
H Inf. 4.
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Inf. 4. If thé( rr';iiiﬁcrs of Chrit muft
take hieed that they be qualified for their
work ; then, wo to thofe who rufhinto this
work raw, unqualified, and without the care
and caution, and régular fteps prefcribed
in the gofpel. o | |
Inf. 5. If a minifter hath fuch a great
work lying on him to which he muft take
heed ; then it is evident, the peeple are
bound to fupporthim with temporal goods.
- No man goeth a warfare at bis own charges, or
wbo planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the
Srust of it 2 &c. 1 Cor. ix. 7. This the apof-
tle exprefsly applies to the prefent cafe, and
adds, If we bave fown to you [piritual things,
is. a great thing if we reap of your carmal
things—even fo bath the Lord ordained, that
they who preach the gofpel foould live of the
go/pel. You muft remember that this is the
ordinance of God as much as prayer, or any
other gofpel duty. |
Inf. 6. If minifters muft take heed to
the flock ; then they are obliged. to fubmit
to their teaching, advice and reproofs. To
what purpofe will it be to a people for a
minifter to take care of them, if they refufe
fubjeion to him in the Lerd. Itftemsto
have been the defign of the apoftle, to bring
the Coloffians under obligation to fubjecti-
on, by-moving them to excite their minifter
to faithfulnefs in his work ; for it-would be
ST abfurd
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abfurd for them to move him to this, and

yet to be difpleafed and refractory, when he
fhould comply with their advice. In aword,
this is neceflary, in order to receivethe be-
nefit of the miniftry, and to yield obedi-
ence to God, who commands to obey thofe
who have the rule over us, or are our guides,
for they watch for you as thofe who muft
give an account. { conclude now with a
fhort addrefs : =~

1. To him, who is, by the divineleave,
to be fet apart, by and by, to the work of
the gofpel miniftry, by folemn prayer, and
laying on of hands.

Dear Brotber, You are now about to
enter on this high and arduous work, of
which you have been hearing, and to take
part with us in thisminiftry, and to enter in-
to the harveft which is large, in order to ga-
ther fou?s, and lift fubjeé&ts for Chrift. You
have heard fomething of the greatnefs and
difficulty of this work ; and little, very lit-
tle hath been told you. Thereare not on-
ly weighty and important duties lying on
you to fulfil, and many inward corruptions
to ftruggle with ; but alfo many difficulties
from without to encounter.  You mutft ex.
peét to find many who can’t endure found
do&rine, and will delight to cavil and find
fault with the moft foul-interefting truths ;
and efpecially with thofe which tend to un-
| H a2 mgf_]l'c
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mafk h ocritcs,(and tear away their falfs
bopes, which are all the religion they have:
For as nothing tends to irritate the corrup-
tions of men more than the undifguifed re-
prefentation of truth in diftinguithing
preaching, which tends to unhinge their
alfe hopes of heaven ; fo, if you are faith-

fui, you muft expect to have many encoun-
ters from this quarter.  Chrift_our Lord
hath farewarned us, that If they call the
- swafler of the boufe Belzebub, much more will
2bey them of bis boufbold. And itis not rea-
fonable for the fervant tobeabove his matfter,
‘or the difciple above his lord; it is enough
that he fair as well.  You are therefore to
expectreproachfor the name of Chrift, while
_you continue faithful to his ‘caufe. The
truths of the gofpel never did or will fuit
.the hearts of corrupt, unfanétified men;
and you are not to wonder if thofe, whoare
touched by them, complain and raife all the
duft they can, to put out the eyes of their
own confciences, and fecure their own peace.
This certainly was the cafe with Chrift, his
Frophets and apoftles : Which of all the pro-
pbets, fays St. Stephen, bave not your fathers
perfecuted ?. And this will be the cafe, more
or lefs, of all the faithful minifters of the
‘the Lord Jefus. You muft alfo expett to
~meet with many, in the courfe of your work,
-who will not bear 1eproof ; who will turx
| | again
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again ard rend you : And others who will
find almof? endlefs evafions to get rid of
what you urge on them : Others who will
wreft your words, and mif-reprefent what
you deliver in public and private, either
through ignorance, or with an evil defign,
You muft expect alfo to pafs through many
ftreights and difficulties as to your worldjy
circumftances, and in the midft of all your
care and labour for the good of others, to
find many refletions caft, and much;ingra-
tirude difcovered by men of corrupt minds.
All thetfe things, with many more, you muyft
exnelt to endure.—But I fpare you. And
now I would juft tell you, for your fuppo::
and confolation under all thefe things, that
if you embark in Chrift’s caufe, and take
him with you, he will fink or fwim with
you : For while he hath power to com-
mand the winds and the feas, you fhall be
fafe with him and in his' hand—View, and
review that blefled promife of our Lotd,
Matt. xxvii. ule: ‘¢ Aizd lo I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world; with
you in every ftorm, in every exigency and
trial, to uphold, defend, comfort and fup-
ply you.” What a glorious ground of fup-
- port this! Who need fear, that hath Chrift
with him ? Go ' on, therefore, Dear Sir, in
the name and ftrength of Chrift; and fear
not to deliver the whole counfe! of God, as
occafion
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occafion and opportunity cal. O learn the
wifdomh of the ferpent, and the innocence
of the dove. Take the example of your di-
vine Mafter, and be not afraid of the face
of man, while in his caufe; but make your
face as a brazer wall againft all that oppofe
Chrif¥’s caufe and reign ; and in the midft
of all your courage, be careful to be prudent
and wife to win fouls to Chnift. Endure
hardnefs as a good foldier of the Lord Jefus,
that when the Chief Shepherd fhall appear,
you may receive a crown of righteoufnefs,
which fhall gever fade away.

2. My addrefs now turas to this church
and fociezy.

Beloved bretbren ard friends, After all your
. toil, care, and labour; and I hope with ma-
ny carneft cries to the Great Head of the
Church; you this day fee, and doubtlefs
with joy, one on whom your eyes and hearts
arc fixed, ready to be fet apart to this high
aird important work among vou, and to be
fet over you in the Lord; the way being
duly prepared, and all bars removed. And
fince you are thus favoured, be perfuaded
to accept, with gratitude and thankfulnefs
to God, one of the afcenfion gifts of Chrift.
You have heard what a work your minitter
hath to go through, and this muft teach you
fomething of your duty to him. He will

ftand in great nced of your affiftance. Yqu
muft
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muft reeinber, that he can’t fupport his

own charaéter and mﬂuence, if left alone:
You mutt ftand by him in his wark ; en-
courage him to fatthfulnefs, and {ay to him
in a fuitable manner, Take beed to the miniftry
that thou fulfil it. And not only fo, but
you mutit alfo ftand by him and hold up his
hands which will grow heavy as Mofes’s did,
and will falt down, and fuffer the Amale-
kites, i.c. the enemies of God, to prevail
againft Ifrael, unlefs fome prudent perfons,
as Aaron and Har, hold them up. You
muft remember that all you do to encour-
age and affift your minifter, is done for your
own good, and this will enable him the
» better to {tudy and watch for your fouls.
Never be wanting, by advice or affiftance,
to help him forward in this work : And re;
member you are to reverence him as
an ambaffador of Chrift; and thatto defpife
and {peak lightly of him in his character and
e, is to defpife Chrift. You muft know
a ghore than ordinary weight of care willlie
upon him in his firft coming among you, as
fis famii) 1s numerous, and muft be taken
are of. ~ He will therefore need your fpe-
¥ial and more than ordinary affitance in
emporals, even at firlt ; and his conitant
eceffitics will require your continued help.
hew, by your free diftribution of tempo-
al things, that you receive with joy his
{piritual
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fpmtual things: Be.ot deceived, God is not
mocked s as a man foweth, fo fball be reape
Your liberality toyour minifter will doubt-
Jefs be afacrifice acceptahile to.God through .

Chrift.  But above all, be fure that you

be not only hearers, but doers of the word:
Put in praltice what you hear, and be care-
 ful to fearch the fcriptures, and try all by
them. Learn to prize the gofpel above al.
other treafares, and le? your conwerfation be
as becomseth the gofpel : This will make your.
‘minifter’s work eafy, and will furely end in:
yourown evérlafting happinefs and j Joy v.nh. |
Chnﬁ in his kmvdom of glory
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