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PREFACE

Y XYW HERE never kbas beem any greater Occefisz of
& T N Afoursins. Grief, end Humiliation to ihe Chiirco

¥R and People of Gon in cll Ages, excepting inave-
i3 ling Sin, than thefe two

1. The fad and mowrnful Decay of true Godlinefs and
undefiled Religion, in ke Hearts and Lives of DPrefeffers,
ard tbs gemcral Security, Eale, Unconcernednefs cad Stu-
pidity of Men under the Gofpel, <wbere Bibles and Menijicrs,
Sabbaths and Ordinances are enjsyed; swhere the Tervors of the
Law cre founding in their Ears, the Lightemings of Afount
Sinai are flofbing in their Feces, and the awful Sceres of Dee:b,
Refurre&ion and Fudgmen:, with the final Kewards of the
Righteous and Wicked, are frequently fet before theirFyes; end
cchile 1be Gefpel, crouded full of ske smoft prefling favita-
tions, large aiid free Offers of Parden, Righleoufnsfs, Life,
and every Bleffrg; precious, rich and boundlefs Promiles,
all confirmed by the Oatk of Gob, ond Death of Curist, and
Scals of the Covenant, cve brought ta thew in ie Minifiry of
Reconciliation.

Tiis is jndeed for & bitter Leinoriation, aad what Sea of
Blood is [ufficient to lament tkis az:/i! Blndiiefs, wherchy Men
crope in the Day Time as in the Nicht?® Jf our
Heads were Waters, and our Lvus Founiains of Tears,

' a:d
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v The PREFACE.

e~ <ve fhould weep Day and Night, we could never enosigh
exsicis the dreadful Nature, and mournful Confequences of
this /ud Ignorance, Blindnefs and Security, which bas feized
poor immertal Soils, banging over everlafiing Burnings, upon
r:wv. but cbufed Patience and lmg-fuffering Mercy ; and
carfes ,Men to defpife axd rejedt Chrift, the only Remedy for
Inft ard  perifhing Simners. O bow fad 15 1t, that fuch Mul-
tiiudes of Men and Women, Xouth and Cbzldrm, even where
*,l- erd of Gon 1. powerfuily taught, who bave Bibles ix
tier Hends, and live in Cothen, @ Land of Light, fbouid
T keadlszs in the broad Way scbich leads down to Dg/iruﬂzm,
st tkey j.oat.]d [o greedily purfus the lying Vanities of 2his
ierld, end fo wretchedly dejpife the real Mercies relating to
brh er Life; that they fbonid fo bighly prize and c«:?ﬁa"' "
ratify the Fleih, wwhich muft fbortly be Food for Weims, and
a be IZ*. 'y faght ard neglett their Souls, which are of ax angelick
Nature and eternal Duration; that every Soul-murdering,
demning Luft, fbeuid, by tbm, oe [o beartily embraced, ard
Jefus the Soul-faving Lord but coldly and compzemmtal’
cxertained 5 end that the broad downward Way 10 Hell,
j)w’d ke fo trceed.ag{y crondzd ; end the narrow W ay to Hea-
ven alimofp <wholly negletted and unvccupied! Surely tiis is one
principal Greund end Reafon of Servow and Mozmxmg to the
Chirch and Pesple of Gob 5 fer the Reimoval of which, they
Joeidd be impoiiunete et the Throne ¢f Grace, Day and Nighi,
cird give God no Reft, till be peur out bis Spint, and blew
on the Valley of dry Bones that they may live®, Bus

tris is nst aliy for

2. ThePrcvalence of Error and Delufion, among thofe
wio prefefs ro fet their Faces Heaven-ward, 15 another
prncipal Greniad of Lemeittetion and Mourning io the truc
TR rf Zion. To fee ¢ Soul beund for Eternity, fecure in
f,r,} ie aoeen to T/l without Fear, is @ Heart-breck-

o &idi e gy n..’f eie diucly ferfible of the IWort2 cf Souls,

0

cHis fwn. sacee ¢f Eterpie: Rupds it mot full os tad o fee
his *v'r:a! Crecl: e, lugb it their IHepes of Hew .21 0: I*ﬂp.
125, trealing i jany .omeeaid Reed, led o . Drince

f
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of L iimj}, trazsfermed into an Augel of Ligks, wlile they
dreqins by are wulkzrg the narrow Ifl/ay to cterr=l Life? Are
et fuch Scu’s a5 wuch te be pitied, yea msie than the Sccure,
es ibeir Recaery is miore deu’ sfuly aia thar Dijcppsintment

<ol oe inccnccivabey greater ?

Tke Dcoil 55 a fierce, a raging Evenry, and full of Sub-
tilty 5 le fpaies no Pains to ruin the Souls ¢f Xiony and be bas
iy Devices ard Snares to toke them, [ m,z,:mvl" coitrived,
ai:r’ [ecvety aid arifuily laid, that fezv can difrovor them, til)

bev ere foid in kis G, aind qftm ot then, till Death and
fw’ st ehen theti Eye ’5, xd 1oy fird thenfelves zrreco'vernb{y
;2 bis Pewer.  This cells for A‘fourmhg, eind is cr Occafion cf
mwed Seview. 6ind Grief to the Pecple of God, < bo Io‘ve te
Sexls of Neu, and knowo the Laportance of cternal Things.
Vs, ol js iZai ke Security of Snmers, calis upci: us to be
eaiioft wit God fer the Efufiors of kis Spirit, aid the Ma-
e ..r;r.".':s:: f the Trutb to beivildered, aelu: 1’&1 5 culs. This
j}wg d evesic us o the moff criticc! Scerch efter ile Truth, and
glgrz =5 1o & coftent Care, nst to fhut oxr Lyes agadg/l the
Licki of ibe iFerd, nsr en tie othér Hand, to recesve every
i} pearance ef Triuth, biit 1o try whet is of God, axd <what is not.

To cffifl yeu in this tmpoiicst Inguiry, is the Defign of the
Joicowing Peges, in whivs 1 bave brigfly touched on feveral
Marrs of the tree Spiit, end Lave, by Weay of Cortrnji,
eideazeured to deferibe the cppafiie Cbaral?er ef the Falle;

lecining it nmﬂbm 5ot cniy 5 point out the tree Wey, but alfo
i Tt 1> a Mark at the Ensr 75 of By-paths, left the wrwarry
il wxiffake the Faje fcr the True.

I b P2 a6 will be offended a1 the Lowvnef: r’ 'l e Stile, nor
F ") '(’r\ o’l fﬂ\ Spl(’ h ] f../ 6'!;(‘]0011/‘1 i n\ I':lﬂ/é{f or
I Gy T ql,; at, Irt baiw coifer, asbethor <ohet ~5 wittien be
f:;':::"i 710 ferind Dedlrine i oty if it ds, thia dhe Sufpicion
coonee oot cad Las Difile, <ol enly wmaniielf ihet be is galled
oo it , ey r""a/l»’ /f:nd 1,’ ihat /'/ / !wz, it ol in a
B A "1 eitis Dty Leve ciid / ”cc;r, ard
i I e SR it Cafe fo

v [ v e’ .- “® L. ‘o - . e ‘. --’
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vi ke PREFACTE,

requive, te retialt ity will be a Debt 1 fhall ozve to God, my
own Confcicnce, and the Weorid.  But if any fball atteipt to
querrel and difpute, they muft expeli to be anfwered with Silence.

" If it fEall pleafe the Gob of a!l Grace, to blefs this Difzourfe,
fer the reclaiming of one precious Soul from the Snares of Sutan,
¢r the preventing any frem the Paths of Erver, I fhall bave
cbundant Reafon to blefs bis Name, for the Prcvidence which
ccils it forth to pudkc View, and fhall count w1y litri: Pain;
ebundarntly recompenced.

N. WHITAKER,

Tae



The Trial of the SpiriTs

A

S ER M O N, g

I JOHN Iv. I.

Bileved, believe wct every Spirit, but try the Spirits wwieth:r
ticy are of Ged : Becaufe many falfe Propbets are gone cut
into the Worid,

SRS hore difficult of Difcovery, effetual for t

‘t.

COSWSEHERE are none of all the Devices of Satan
1.

?.:. .;. . ,& 5’;:}: . . - “e
i T % Ruin of Men, or harder to refit, than his
2R gdes Artifice of changing himfelf into an zzzel oF
BRLLe ight ; by which he deludes precious Souls

nto Hell, under the 1pecious Cioke of Rehgion, and
fpreads the broad Road with the pleafant Brancbes of tha
H:9¢ of Heaven, by which Means they ride triumphant to
Deftruction; and their Ruin is made more ¢ iain and
more dreadful.  This is Satan’s ftrongeft Hold :

1. As hercby he doubly Ruins. He raifes their Hopes
to Heaven, and while they dream of nothing but the
ceiijticl Caraan, he carries them down the pieaiant Streams
cf jsrion into the dead Sea and Gulf of Ruin, As
Arrows upward fhot, more dreadful bv Delav)” sy fall

7 higheft Hopes into central Horiors, the o of

1, and Derifiont of Devils,

) h'f
[V
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2. By this Mcans Satan has the flrongs? 7ic. on Mon,
as none of ‘"s Devices can place them farther cut of ¢
Kea~h of Cowvélisn.  \While e can per’aauc Men, v

their Heaven 1s fecure, and all weil between Gon z2nd

them, ‘tho’ all the while they are ina State of Deathi
no Terrars can reach them; n. Fears roufe them, no
Threatninzs awnken them to enquire, Is sheve 2ot a Le
il 71y Q'zlrf lHead* 2 They will be ceaf to all the Thunders
of the Lav, and Adamant to a'l the meliing Calis of

Gofpel Grace and Meicy; they will perfuade themfelves

ti.at they okl bave Pecce, 150 tb.,; co on to adi Di zf,-'»e;z/'ys
tc Thirf? j: None fo far frors Convition as thofe thae
have a fulfe Hopc. That great and hOxY Man, Proteffor

Heiien I ar., in his little Book on ife Fear ¢f M dar,

Page 119, fays, ¢ Nething 1s more a Hindrance to the

« Syly ation of Men, thizn that falfe Conceir, when Me

¢ {invy thay are good Chrittians, and attually in a Staze

“ of Gr d hav Need of R ce, and
of Grace, an have no more Need o lepentance, ai:

“ the firit Converfion to Goo.” And trucly, when Satan

adw
-

can once fix a poor Soul on this Bortom, ke it as {iwe of

hlm as he can be, while he has Liim not in adinal Pof ‘L‘Lcn

-‘

. Tuis 1s the ftrongeft Hold or ba-:.r:, boecanie 17 s
t‘u: meit dangerous to attack of any.  "The D.ﬂic‘.lt: ot

areack: ing Sztan, when he. aftumes tic Anpearance ol an

[ ST %
- &

Angel of Li 1ght, anpears 1n thele Things:

1. Twosz who cspoie him, mult expec ¢t to be con-
demned as Oppoiers of Religion, and the Work of Gan.
They are accounted ['i::;.'.‘, and wraconaipied with the
Work of the Sgirir; v"a ac Fpcides to i, This in L“d
wesld be a ghs ‘[w' *, thus 22 e jedyed of Mai's Yudni:
were 1t not that the Adveriary will 1 improve fuci U mas
to deftroy the Influence of the true Followers of €7 uf

which otherviie they might have on others to dt fgn::.::orlc

them from the Snares of the Devil; but fuch an O“!.m’)')
makes all they can fay to be difregarded and nmLLtcd

as proceedding ‘from thote who, as va believe, are Enc-

“zc to true vital Godlinets; and fo cb.fv 15 the Tranfitis
oo Perians 10 Things, that th» clearelt ‘Truth wiil not
be

* g Xlive 200 3 Do, xxix. 19,
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be regarced, when it comes from the Mouth of orie wha
1s deemed an Enemy to the Caufe of Gop and Truth.

Siten, when he comes as an Angel of Light. puts on thae
Mafk of Religion which will “beft fuit his Defi cony and
whoever dare 0ppofc him, muft be fure to mect wit:
Renlmos ar.d RcProacbes . tho’ herein he difcovers his
clover Foot to any judicious Obferver.

2. Tuat which greatly hurts the Caufe of Gon and
Truth is, that carnal Sitners and profare Perjons, will be
fure to jcin with thofe who oppofe any Thmq thar locks
like expcrmental Religion ; for s they are ready to belch
out their Cenfures and Reproachcs on all Awakerings and
prenences geod or bad, {o they are often reudy to condemn
a fele IJerk, and raife an Outcry againft it. Hence 1t is,
that thofe who from Love to Souls, and a Zeal for Gop’s

z1ory, oppoie Satan in his Wiles; when he appears as an
Angel ot Lwht, muft be fure to have many very difagrec-
able Advocates, even thofé whofe Lives openly declare
them to be Enemies to all Religion : And as we may
know a Man by the Company he keeps; fo openly wicked
Men oining in with the Lovers of Truth, (which i3
natural in this Cafe, though their Ends widely differ) thev
are all ranked together, a and deemed Enemies to the Caufc
of Religion. Bv this Means Satan has a great Adyvantage
to mainwain his Caufe:  ‘That fubtil Advcriar) well knows,
that it is not always for his Interefty fo to carry on =
Scheme of falfe Religion, as to make it appear well int the
Eyces of the Wicked and Profane. When he defigns to
make a Jlew of experimental Rcholon, fo as to dective
Souls, he will not fo order it, as to make it palatable to the
fecure and profane Scoffer : This would difcover the
Deceit too clearly to fuch Kind of Perfons as he has to
deal with in this Way ; (though he does not want Devices
of fich a Kind as will raife the Hope of Heaven, even in
the openly Vicious, founded on a falfe Notion of Religior)
hence it ts that the Wicked, being fet againft all religious
Experiences, will fly in the ‘Face even of Satan, when Le
appears as an Angel of Light, for they know him not in

tis Mok, It is regorted of Herod, dhat in his Raqc at
B Chr
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Coaly he Hew his ewn Son among the Chiliren of Pol %
ey fo wncked N fea, having in t'l i H:Ar:s an Avertien
ined H:’rsd to Religion, wili :wht agamit wheir Fedres e
Dec?, when ke 2ppears to them to e en 1s Side, T § 1S
teads greatiy ta hix poor Souis in Delufion 1 for they are
ready to £ ay, I this was rot a divine W ork the wicked
“ and carnal World would never o; )po.c it as they now
“ ¢o; Satan's Kingdom cannot be thus divided aczing
¢ ticl: ;7 never co..hdennzr that 1t is oniy a Fire, \:!z:..h
e hercby makes on one Part of his owa I‘\u..,\.('.:,
1h-:z':’cv © draw others to him as being cn Gen’s S'd :
‘They con't confider that this is one of his bl Devices,
£y make therr Bands ef Delufion 'trontr, and iccure rhcm
rsre eircctuaily in his Powcr t 15 no certamn Evide:ce
wirorazaEf a 15 ork, that ¢ C'mml and fecure reproaci
or commend it ; for they are no Judecs of this Maiter.
As this 1s ?rtau s ftrongzft Srare, fo he lays it meft
comronly where he fees Danger of I'ncroachments on his
Ringdom. If a #rwe and geriae \Work of the Svirit of
Gon is begun, and fome led Captize from his Dcmm:en,
3t excites his Rage ; now for his Stratagetns. He cannot
drve lenous Thouorhts from their Minds, and perivade
them to be wholly carelefs. What then i‘xall hcdo? Why,
he will join in wzth them, as Decid did with the Plifilines™,
to the Hazard of their Heads, ani pretend to forw ard the
Work ; he can and does often affright many, | uﬂu o them
ith Terrorand Fears of Hell; and then comforting them
with fome falfc Eilcovery of Ck: r., or rather 2 Difcovery
oi a fall: Ciriff, or by falfely zppiving jome Promile, Ee.
by which Means he fettles them downon a d*‘lulivc tHore
and hnuy Foundation, which will be as the Spid=i’s PP
Yea, in Times of gcncral Security, Satan finds it to his
Advantage to fiir up Perfons to folfc Zeal, and iec'n::‘.g
f\u.(‘IO;l thus ke did in that fecure and carnal Genew:
18 ot in tae Wildernefs, he ftirced up Keieh, Dation ux
oy and filied Lhem with great Zeal, as they doubtlels
tnnv 7:15, ior tixx Fonour or Gon, when th v faid to
Nues and dares, Ye take too much upsi you, ey all ile
g:137eg NI

Sam. xxix, 2.+ Feb, vill, 14
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Cs nErigation is Lok, ey o of tocm, end tle L:rd v erzor;
the o I kercfere hen 2 v vour i"(s atee 100 Crnraeestions.

t
-

of ide Loras. Hoere voas reat Zeal, lca Aoz and Ao
fhould take oo much on them, and lord it ever Goo's
IIcr.r g0 4 mey 100:xed unoen it as Giihgnourabies that tha

- (Q“
“ ‘\, -« - - -~ a e . ea - “
l ACI sal\.,\}\s 13.21\1 l‘(: kr ﬁ:]( t\) {l : Int: S } I\)QCIL - : AN 3 st

the Congregation weie holv, aad had as good a *{.;;h, to

oo ne. Thus Satan may {ir up a wild WASES a Time
ci ;‘I:c: Ty, and cauie irc to come down trom Hc:‘:.-":n o
devetv Sien, 4}?<, liow many are there wio 3:‘.'2_"/7:" i
1 G .’ oo ef Cove, even at this Day, fiured up by

e e ul il Advertay ! From all wlich, ic RPRERTS @
e S zttc:‘ or Grief, dourmning, and Bumiliation beis:
Goo, tatt Nion are thus lea on b\ the rr::r zof s;‘l' GER
t*!:‘«-or ~yed ntoen Singel of Laght, 1a ol erors. W 1C h
Pear tae Name of }tl:giez‘ but tend Girecily to Beoath,
1 aGe CUeadiderations fhould excite us all o the ma't
jorvas? Pgeayer to th: Geb of e/ Grace, trat he would feizd
Sotca, that ke may deceive the Nations, and his own Cove-

nint Pogpie no more, nor il poor Sinners with Hope

S

[ 2

Beaven, to make thewir Hell the more fure and dreadral,
Ycg, thefe Tiimgs thould excite us to the molt carcfuiand

critical Scarch a twer the Sruth as it s an Jos 5 that fr) we
iy oe able to diit 11 qBH hatrue O‘w; etion (fllhp ity and
e Reliasa, fcm.. cd wir i8e TP 0d, from mere Fescy, ;/z.c;
t S...:m 'mJ. caitie! 'f‘u i:: of an unianc“tiﬁ'c. fiecarts
taat we may not be in Dq r, on the one tiand, of con-.
Gemning and diiceuraging the wenuing Ix.“;cn ¢es of the
Spirit of Gop; noron the other Hand, of approving and
ci:riinng every A\ppearance of Rc‘lgzm,a..\. pronot neing
thar to e cf Gon, \\hl(h is the Work of a falz Spirit.
For tis End, and becauie vou are, at this Day, ""“(,I&I ly
called to fuch an Itmum,l have chofen the Wo d whith
b read o vou, as "C‘l’ﬂ‘ proper to lead your Thou g‘u: nto
aivreus Search in this Matter.
In wnich Words we mav nbferve :
1. Tui Cemmand Gob ha:s siven us to &y the Spirits,
and &t to voieve every Spiri
‘THis

’ s'\}!.'?ll;. l\i, 30 't ?:'-’.’.’3’, Il
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TH1s plainly thews us, that every Appearance of Reli-
gion is not to be reccived, and at once pronounced to be
#riee and frem Gop ; but that it 1s our Duty, carefuly and
therougbly to try every Spint, as our everlafting AL L
depends upan our bging right in the Work of Converfion,
and a Miftake here muft be infinitely fatal. The Man
who ftlls gll for a Peasl of great Price, plays the Fool
1adeed, if he does not fee that it is really valuakle, and
worta what he gives for 1t.

2. OasSERVE, that there are maay Spints which are not
of Gop, 7. &. many Dodrines and Appearances ¢f Relizien,
which are rot the Fruit of Gob’s Spint, but of the Spiric
of Error, In the Days of 4bab, Elifba was alsn: the
Prophet of the Lorp, while Baa’s Rrophets were Four
Hundred and Fifty ®; fo there are many faliz Spiriss, and
but one that is true 3 for many falie Propkets cve gone out
iz 2 the World, by which many poor immortal Souls have
been and ftill are deceived. The Apoitle, having thewet
us thele Things, next gives us the Marks of the fa.% and
srue Spirits, agreeah!= to the Point that was then 1n Con-
troverly, which was, WWhether Chrift the Som of God was coxe
in 1ke Flofp 5 and he declares, that every ome who owned
and confefied this Truth, was of Gad ; i. e. heremn the
were right, and owned the Truth agreeable to the Ming
‘of Gop; and if they did truly confefs him, and cordially
fubmit to him, then they were born of Gop, and led by
the true Spirit.  But fuch .as wauld not own this Truth,
wcie not of Goo, but Antichriff.

In farther aflitting your Meditations and Inquiries, and
to thew the Defign of the Holy Ghoft in thefe Words, more
fully, I will endeavour ; '

I. To give you fome of tb))jé Realons why we a.¢ to try
the Spirits, and not believe every Spirit.

II. Poiat out the Rule by which to iry the Spirits.

1. Sct before you fome of the Marks of the Iric and
of the falfe Sgirit.
| L

23 Kt.-’{’_’!; X'v';ii) 22
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I. T am to give you fome of thofe Reafons why we are
pot to believe every Spirit, but to try the Spirits.

Tue Apeftle has, in the Text, given us one Reafon why
we fhould not éelicoe every Spirit, but try the Spirits, viz,
Becenfe meny felje Propkets are already gone cut into the World,
It has pleatcd Gop in many Places of Scripture to acquaint
us, that Satar as a roaring Licn, goes avout fecking sobem be
may devonr® 5 that he is our Adverfary, and we in Danger,
leatt as the S:rpent beguiled Eve, fo poor finple Souls fhould be
beguiled, and téciy Minds corrupied frem the Sunplicity that
tbere is in Chrift. - He tclls us, that there is a Spirit ofs
Antichrij} gone out inio the Forld}, by which many are
deceived ; yca, this Antchnft kas Power to work lying
Miracles, and #9 caufe Five to ¢ome down from Heaven in the
Siglt of Mem, to decerve thest §: Thus Abab was perfuaded
to his Ruin, by a lying Spirit put into the Mouths of his
Prophe:s). How ofien and earneftly does Chrif warn his
Difciples to beware of falfe Chbrifis and falfe Propbeis 2

lainly intimating, that there would be many Deceivers
cor2z in bis Nzme 3 yea, he afferts that many would do fo,
6id deceive inamy@, evenr the Eled if it were poffible ; therefore
he fays, take Heed to yeurfelves that ao Man decerve ysu ; for
maizy [hall corz in-my Naine, Jaying, I em Clrift, and [ball
deceive meny™S.  How fadly, therefore, are they miftaken
who take every Pie:-nder for an Apsftle, and every Appear-
ance for feurd Gedlizefs. Surely Chrif would never hava
been fo particular and rrgeat in his Warnings aganft
Decevers, if there were to have been none in the World,
and i Mcen were not in great Danger of being enfnared
by them. The Reajon why we fhould ¢ry tbe Spirits, and
not believe them nll they are tried, appears yet ftronger,
if we confider, not cnly, that there are many falfe Spirits
and Propheis in the World, but alfo becaufe they go 1n
Dijguije, and wear the Livery of Chrift. The Apoftietelly
us, that Satan bimfeif is transfermed into an Angel of Light,
the more effc@ually to deceivet+. He and his Angels
arc ever ready to aflume one Aafk or Shew of Rehigionor

other,
Palerv, 8 +2Coeoxi, 3. 31 Feie, dv, 30 § Rew. ¥, 13
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other, as will beft fuit their End, and moft agree with the
Tenpers and Prejudices of thofe he has to deal with; 3 and by
his fecret Suggeftions, endeavours to lead Souls into fatal
Snares. Did he appear as an open Enemy to Religion, it
would not be {o dithcult to oppofe him; but as he begun
with our Race by fubtil Stratagem, and pretended Lovc,
when he feduced our firft Parents, fo he has continued
ever fince. He never gains ‘much by open Arttacks on
Religion, for if he oppofes the true, (as he alw ays does)
yet he will put on the Appearance of Religion, in fome
Shape or other. This 1s his Engine, which he plays with
the greatefp Suceefs againft the Kingdom of Clrif, and Souls
of Men.

Axp as Satan is fuggefting Error and Delufion to the
Minds of Men, fo he has his Miniffers and Awiefedirs
about the World to prefs and inculcate Error, and poiion

their Minds, to carry on the fame Defign. Thefe will
tmn.gform themsfelves into the Apoftles of be‘zﬁ though 7key
are falfe Apofles and deceitful Workers, as the Apoftle teiis
us*. Thefe, in my Text, are called Spirits, clizve wot every
Spirit 5 yea, falfe Spirits, for many falfe Piopbets arc goas c::t
into the Werld. ‘They are falfe, becaufe actuated and
influenced by a lying and falfe Spirit, ever Szzan ti’e Ia ‘/vr-
of Lies, whofe Minsjfters, the Apottle fays, they aie. {91
it appears, what Danger we are in of being duce«vei
that if it were not for the Guardianthip of Heaven, .v:l
the encircling Arms of everlatting Love, Power and
Wifdom, the very Elef would be ﬁnally deceived.  \What
wonder then, to feec many led Captive by this [l
Deceiver, and pofting wuhnwly after him down to Ruin!

Axotuer Reafon why we fhould not believe every
Spirit, but try the Spirtts, 1s becaufe w: aiec commond.d
by Ged thus to do ; and to neglet 1t, is not only to expaic
our own Souls to infinite Hazard, but to rebel againft
Gop, and break his Commands, yea, his Comm: nds of
Love; for He lays this Command on us only for our ow:
Safety. Befides 1t will bc no Offence to FHim, not to
believe the Operations of his owna Spirit 22 & Fuatee,

d&l\'l
® 2 Cor.xiy 130 1 Neme 13,
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and <witbeut Trial; for even thefe has he fubjected to the
Rule he has given us, and required us to try every Spirit,
and his ocz as well as others; fo that we fhall not ofend
Gop, when we {fufpend our Judnrmcnt of the Operations
of his own Spirit, until we can get Light to judge by.
There is therefore the plaineft Reafon why we fhould not
benevc every Spirit, or ery Spirit, “ull it be fairly and
aretully tried by an unerring Rule. This brings me to
tne fccond Head, iz.

IL. To point out the Rule b which to try tke Spirits.

Tue Apoftle, in the Verfes following my Text, lays
down the Rule by which to determine the Point then in
Controverfy, which, as has been obferved, was, Whether
the Son of God was come in the Flgfb; the Rule to try the
Spirit by, or the Truth by which every Spirit or Opinion,
in this Debate, muft ftand or fall i1s, Every Spirst that
coifeffeth that Felus Chrift is come in the Ilefh, is of God.
Aud every Spirit that confefjeth not that Fefus Chrift is come
in the Flfh, is nst of God, but the Spirit of Autickrift.
The Word and Affertion of an infpired Apoftle would be
fufficient to determine this, and make it a lafting Rule
by which to decide this pa.ticular Debate, yet this Rule
1s not only fuggefted to the Apoftle by the Holy Ghofi,
but 1s for Subftance the fame, which the fame Apofile
aives us from the Mouth of Chbrift, If ye belicve not that
I ain ke, ye [ball die in your Sinsy : This Rule therefore is
foun hd on the plaineft Scripture, as well as fupported
by the Authority of an Apoitle; hence 1t is a p‘a’n Inti-
nation to us, that we muft have Recourfe to the S Scripture
oi Truth, as the Rule by which to try all Spirits: For
tne Rule hcre given, will not reach every Cafe, {ince there
are many, who are not Anuchniftian in zhis, but ceafefs

1t Chrift is come in the Flegfb, and in other great and

xmgorgant Points do err exceedingly; as is evident from

the Praltice of the Church of Romc, which confefies that

Chrrift is come in the Flgh, and yet 1s evidently Artichrsk.
Therefore, as this Rule of the Apoltles 1n this Cju,
ray

I :7(.;- Vi:li, 24:'
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drawn from Scripture, fo to the Sciivture we muit repaiz
for the Rule by which to try every Spirit: And as we
are commanded »ot ro Melieve cvery Spirit, but to try the
Spirits schetber they be of God; fo we muft believe no
Spirit, 7. e. we muﬁ not conclude that aayv Smnf 1s of
God, till we have tried it by the Werd; and fo far as its
Doflrines and Operaticns are warranted and fupported by
this #nfallible Siandard; they may be rt:ccnvcu, but 1
farther. The Scripture imakes this Point exc=edmg p].wn
It is the Declaration of Gep himfelf, ¥o 3¢ Low o
Tefiimeny, if they [peak not according 1o this Werd, it is l:"ru' '
there is no Light in tkem®. Our Lerd in the Days of his
Fleth, when thc Fews had condemned Him as a Refs! ¢
the Law,; for healing on the Sabbath Day, and as 2
Buzfp!szr in calling Himfelf tt2 Som ¢f Gedi, and were
about to kill him, tells theri, to fearch the Scripture as
the Rule by which even bis AiFicas and Prefcfzis were to
be tried. He does not infit that they thould belicve him
to be Son of Gop tipor his bare W ord and herice He fays,
If I bear wwitnefs of myjelf, my Witnsls is mot trest, that is,
it micht be juftly fufpeéted of T, a*h amoi.g Men, becaule
a Man’s Witnefs of himfelf is not to be oxdinanly celied
on; but the Works that I ds, they beer iFitnzs cf mz tiat
the Fatber bath Jent meq|. Thls therefore 1s tie ,,r/ -
dence which can be produced by any to prove tiat tiey
are [ent irmediately of Ged. It by miraculous Works, iuch
as Ckriff and his Apoftles did, any one wiil prove bis
divine and immediate Mifiion from Gop, we are Hound 1o
believe him, and receive his Mefiage; but if fuch YWitnels
be not produccd all Pretenfions of famediaze ALf%:q from
Gop, are not only 2 bare Falthood and Lie, bur :iavolve
in them the Nature of Perjury, as it is an Ap')f"d to Gown
that he hath fent them, when ke hath not; znd inficad
of believing them, it is our Duty to eftcem them as the
mot daring Affrenters of the great Gop, who are wet 46
be received into cur Lisufes, nor bid Ged /pc”"g, and not-
with®arding all their high and daiing Pretenfions of
immedicie Reveiation from God, and their. great Zeal, they
are
® Lai.vili, 200 T Juo. vy 18, 7% 310 € Job v, 36, § 2 Jea 10w
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dre tobe accounted as Impoftors, and the Mefiage rejeted
as a Mefisge of Lies; Take Heed to yourfeives that no Maz
dece.ve yeu;, for many [ball come ma @y Name, 8cc.* Miracles
theretore were one Proof, on which Chbrift bimfelf refts the
Truth of his Miffion; and for a farther Evidencz, he refers

them to the Scripture, which fpake parucularly of him,
:2 a Manner they do of no Man at this Day, (which
therefore cannot be brought as a Proof of any particular
Man’s Miffion now, as fpcaking directly of him by Name,
as it did of Chrift) Search tbe Scripiures, faith He, for m
thsz ye shink ye base eternal Life, cnd theje ere they that
1:3:% of e t; to thefe therefore he fends them as the
hizie®t Proof that he came from Goo, and was the true

i
Meimias.

Tue areat Apoftleof the Gentiles followed the Example
of his Lord. Speaking to the Corintbians, he faith, 7
[pezk as to wife Men, judge ye what 1 fay}t. He did nor
require them to give up their Reafon and Underftanding,
and vield an implicit bimd Faith and Obedience to what he
f1id, but dire@s to compare what he delivered to them
by the Rule of Wifdom. The Bereans are highly com-

sended for not receiving even the Preacbing of an Apofle,
without fearching the Scrpures, and compzring what
they delivered with che Word ; Tiefe tvere more moble iban
thei> in Theffalonica, s that they reccived the Word <with
2:f Reodinefs of Mind, and fecrched the Scriptures daily whetber
1h:jz Things were i The Truth of an Apoftie’s Donine
muft be tricd by the Scriprure. The Apoftle Peter,
fpeaking of the Vifton thev had in the boly Mornt, at
Ciriip’s Transfiguration, when they heard & Voice from she
exceliont Giory, faying, this 15 my belcved Son, in wwhom I am
well plealrd, fays, We bave alfo a more fire Word of Pro-
phejys svhereunio ye do well to take Heed, as unto @ Light
that [hizeth in a dark Place§. Even a Voice from Heaven,
gca, from the excllent Glery, 1s not to be relied on as the

criptures of Truth are, and is to.be approved or difap-

proved as it agrees oOr difagrees with the more fure Worcfl_
C o

® Must. xxiv. 4 5.t Jeb.v.39. 11 Cor. X, 15,
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of Prophefy recorded in the Scripture. So that the only
Rule by which to try the Spiriss 1s the written Word.

Bur as Scripture itlelt 1s frequ c:‘.t,) milapplied, and
coritrued to fuit with every Opinion, and is brought in
to bear Witnefs to every falfe Spmt, by the wicked Sub-
ulty of Satzn 2nd his Angcls even as he did when he
tempred Chrif 5 {o it is necefiary that we carcfully oiferve
this Rule of interpreting the Scripture.

ComparE Scripture with Scriptere, oae Text with ano-
ther, whlch teachcth the like Tru;h and thefe again
with the _fac’ gy of Faith, 1.e. with th2 general, plzin and

junjmnextﬂl Doﬁnrcs tauoht in the ch.pturc. and that

Senfe which clafhes with “and centradids any plain and
exprefs Scripture, or the Analogy of Fuith, is by ro Means
to be admitted ; but that which agrees therewith, is o
be aliowed and received. . The Scripture is it’s own beft
Iaterpreter; and that which it moft clearlv infifts upon,
and moft frcqucntly aflerts, 15 the Zialogy of Iaitd, or
Standard by which to try every doubtful Matter, and o
which all muft agree; for the Dodrines and Deries of it
are all harmonious. Therefore, thole De¢ftiines and Dutier,
which it moft frequently and clearly maintai.s, are, as i
anprehend te be efteemed ¢ffensial in Religion ; and what
is but feldom and curforily mentioned, may not be in-
fited on as effential: But here let it be obferved, that
thofe Ds&@ires and ' Dutres, which are the native and ne-
cefiory Corfeguences from the great E.{lentials of Religion,
are according to their Nature, as binding as the Pnncmals
from which 1 they fow, altho’ they are not fo expreflly
revealed.

- Was this Rule of interpreting Scnpture, clofely ad-
hered to, 2nd the plain, obvicus Senle of the Text, as
it itands in Conncction with the Centext and Apalsgy oj
Juith, rebed on, we thould not find fo many Krrors in
the World ; neither would there be fo much allcgonzmg
away the Senfe of tlw Scripture as now there 1s. Moy
there are, who will feel no Force from the moft politive
gad exprefs ‘Texts, becaufe they have learned that abomi-
aable and diadelica! At of turning it 1nto an Allegcry or

[pirisnal
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foiritual Senfe, as it is called, which is to difcard and hay
afide the Scripture as the enly Ruie, and fet up the LiguT
wituin (calied by the Name of fpiriinal Semje), and their
own Spiviis and Notiors, as the Standard to which the
Scripture muft be brought, and by which it muft be tned.
This is cne of Satan’s fubtii Devices, by which he leads
Men into Firror, and keeps them faft bound under it;
for he too will ufe Scripture to prove a I'althood, to give
it the greater Appearance of Truth, tho’ to anfwer this
End he always, either apphes it wrong, or puts a Senfe
on it which it never intended. Peopie little think how
fait they are running into Deifm, and rejelting of alt
Revelation, when they are bringing the Scripture to the
Stsndard of their own Opinions, preconceived Notions
and Prcjudices, and then giving it the fpecious Name of
foiritual Senfe. This is. the fame with that dangerous
Principle, too well known in the Werld, which tcaches
Men to try the Scripture by the Licat witnix, -which
1s & real, tho’ an artful Way, to fet afide alt the Authonity
of that facred Rule. Chbrif did not put a foreign, or {as
it is now called) a fpiritual Semfe on the Scripture, when.
he had Occafion to bring it to eftablith any Truth; it was
the plain Senfe and Meaning of thc Words, and undeni-
able Confequences from them, that He brought to main-
tain the Truth, and convince Gain-fayers ; while it was
the common Prattice of the Péharijees and Ervorifts of his
Day, to put a refined Senfe upon it, whereby they madc
void the Commandment of Gom. The Scripture as ic
ftands, was fpiritual enough for Chriff, and the plamm Sonie
of the Word was fufficiently fuil of true Pivinity for Him;
He did not ufe to tell his Hearers or Oppofers, Zoat tbcy
could not underflcrd the Scripivre, that it wvas a [:aled Book
io them, that there was couceed wndex the Words a biddem
fpiritual Meaning, swbich nore cowld ever find on: ént juch as
were taught by the Spirit, and fo affume to himielf the only
Right of interpreting it to them, or Capacity of under-.
{tanding, the Doftrines and Duties of it, ard turn them off
with this; but he directed them ta fearch the Scriptms:,
where, if t.hcy wcre not wanting to themf{clves, they mié; ;
"
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find the Mind of Gop clearly revealed, and be able to
difcover many Errors, into which they wer: plunged by
their Inattention to it. Akho’ fupernatural Ilumination,
ai:d the fanctitying Influences of the Spirit, are abfolutel
neceflary to lead Men to fee the Spirituallity, and divine
Beauty of the Truths revealed in the World, fince zbe
xetvrol Man camnot difcern the Things of the Spirit of God,
becaufe ke bas wo fpiritnal Dijcerxmunt® 3 yet the nawural
Mzn may underitand the Tratks Gop has revealed ; yea,
many natural Men do underftand them in a far more
exienfive, connedted, exa® and corthodox Manner, than
fome who arc really the Children of Geb, and who fee
the divine Glory and Beauty of the Truths they &xc=, in
fuch a Manner as the greateft carnal Man cannot. But
I proceed ;
IIl. To fet bsfore you fome Marks of the true, and cf 1he
Jalfe Spirst.

To enter largely into this Subje®, would bc too ex-
1enfive for the Compafs of one fhort Sermon: I fhall
therefare confine myfelf to fuch Marks and Chara&ers,
wh'ch, as I apprehend, beft fuit with thoie Apprarances
of Satan in the Garb cf 2n Argel of Licht, which of late
Years ke has aflumed, and with which he has made fuch
Havock of the Churches of Chi#, and the Souls of Men
in this Land; and as I go along, fhall fet over againit
fuch of ,#&¢> as I mention, the Marks and Charadiers of
the true Spirit, tho’ it is but few of thefe that can be
rcw pointed out,

As nothing can be of greater Importance, or mere
demand our ferious Attention, and moft careful Crntide-
rauce: and Inquiry, than the right Way to the cternal
Enjoyment of Gop; efpecially as there © but onc Way
cflentially rizht, and can be tried but once, which lics
among a Thoufand Bv-patbs, whick lead to Deftrution :
As this is the Cafe, it becomes us all, with earneft Praver
to Goo for the divine Guidance, to inguire after the
Miggks of the Way to ths only City of Refuge, anlfl to

WG
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have -an exa@ Knowledge of all the oountcrfcxt -Marks;,
which are fet up to draw puor Souls afide and detain them;,

’till the Avenger of Blood overtake them. Let me bc-
feech you therefore to lay afide all Prejudice, and receive
the Word in the Love of it. It is better to be unde-
ceived now, while the Miftake may be retreived, than to
walk in Darknefs *till your Feet ftumble on the dark
Mountains and you fall into Ruinj the Truzb will never.
do you any Hu:t, only as you rejedt it. It will be for your.
greater Condcmnanon, if, when the L:ght thines, you
choofe Darkaefs*; bring then every Spirit to the Word,,
and inquire at the Mouth of the Lord concerning them,.
and what that faith, Gob faith, and may be relied on,
without Danger of Error.  To affift you in this Inquiry,
1S my pmient Defign, therefore accept it in Love, and,
if whar is delivered be agreeable to the Word, if you
reject it, you do it at your Peril.

1. Tear Spirit which does not bring Light to the
Underftanding, but firft moves the Paﬂions of Fear, or
Fope, or their Attendents; ;. tho’ it caufe Perfons to put on
the Appearance of Religion and Zeal for Gop ; is a falfe
Spirit, and not to be believed. It is no hard Thing far,
Satan to terrify Perfons, efpecially thofe of tender Confti-
tutions, and vapory Habits, with fome gcncral Thoughts
of their being great Sinners; and by filling their Minds
with dreadful Apprehenﬁons of a bumning Lake of Fire
and Brimftone, or Hell. ‘That he can prefent thefe Things
to the Imaomanons of Perfors, is beyond all Doubt, to

any wno dul» confider his Artifice of prefenting to our
Saviour, A the Kingdems of the Ecrth, and the Glory of
iecirt. Why may he not alfo prefent Hell and its Horrors:
to the Imagination, fo as to fill Perfons with great Diftrefs
and Fear, and then perfuade them they have true Con-
vicion? He that can make Fire come down from Heaven,
furely can terrify ard affright poor filly Men and C hxldrcm'_
and make them hornbly affraid.  Yea, he can alio prefent
fomething like Heaven and Happinefs, as well as he could

incw the Glory of the World to our Saviour; he can work
o

$ Jeowo1g9. 1 Matt. iv. 8. B
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on the Imagination an Idea that reprefents a Man on the
Crofs, who they will call Cbriff, and fo can excite Joy
and Comfort, and fill Perfons with Rapture and Triumph
in Hope of Heaven, and make them fpeak much of the
Love of Gop. He can imprefs comforting Texrs of
Scripture on the Mind, with great Force, and ‘make them
pear to the Unwary, as tho’ they were the Voice of
(Ke true Spirit; fuch as Som, Daughter, bc of good Cheer,
thy Sins are forgiven thee, and fuch hke. Thele, a falle
Spirit may, and often does imprefs on the Mird, as fpoken
to them in particular; and by this Means gives them
firong Affurance of their good Eftate, as bcnc confirmed
by the Voice of Gop; {peaking to them as by Name; and
hence their Confidence will be exceeding ftrong, and they
will not believe they are in a pcrxﬁn'w State, however
they live, and whatever Teftimonies come againft them
from the Word, for it was once revealed to them by the
Spirit of Gob, that their Sins were forgiven, and therefore
their State muft be goed, tho’ they fall into Sin, and
Jofe the Power and Lite of Religion. Yea, he can coun-
terfeit all Kind of Convichon and Converfion, and Exer-
cifes of Religiony but none of his Operations does he
effet by lettmg Light into the Underftanding, fo as to
fhew the moral Dcforrmty of Sin, or Beauty of Chriff ard
Holinefs. He firft bégins with the Affections and Paffions,
and having drawn thefe over, he leads on the Judgment
blindfold; the Paffions have got the Command, and the
Reafon or Judgment follows where they lead. Now the
Difference between thefe Perfons, and thofe who are openly
vicious, is only this, thefe have the Paffions of Hope of
Heaven, and Fear of Hell, to influence them; whiie the
T bief has the Hope of Gam and Fear of Want to fpur
him on in Sin, which drag his Judgment after tham. A
falfe Spirit gives no true Conviction of Danger on moral
Principles ; it lets in no Light by which the Soul can fee
the Evil of Sin, as it is againft Gop and the Svx/; hence
many who are affraid of Hcll can give no Account why
they are affraid, orly in general, they are great Siiimers..
. But afk them, why they thmk fo of thcmfclvcs ? and they
l\.t J‘\.
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know not. Their Fear and Diftrefs feem to arife onlf
from Terror, without any Conviction of Truth; for Con-
viction of the Truth, and Terror which often arifes out
of and accompanies Convittion, tho’ not always, are very
different, not only :n their Natures, but alfo in thcananfes.
Conviction arifes from the Infiuences of the Spirit of Gop; s
but Terror arifes from Convi€ion, (as is often, tho’ not
always the Cafe) or elfe from ﬁ'whtful Apprehenfions of
Hell, a dreadful Pit yawning rcady to receive them, de--
vouring Flames rcady to deftroy tiem, Devils juft ready
to feize on them, and fuch like Things, with wh.ch Satan
can fill the Mind, in order to affnght them; but never
with a Defign to bring them to fee the Trutn of thair
State, nor the moral Evil of their Hearts and Lives, nox
the abominable Nature of Sin, as committed againft Gob.
In all this there 1s nothing but Darknefs, and thefe are
terrified with Imaom:mons, jult as timorous Perfons are
afirighted in a dark Night, with imaginary Ghofts and
Dangers, which are not Realities, but are the Produ& of
adi hrmpered Mind. But when Gop works, he begins
with the Underitanding. He lets in Light s he fhews to
the Underftanding, by his Spint, the Truths revealed in
the Word ; fuch, for Initince, as Gop’s infinite Hatred
of Sin; the dreadful Wrath denounced againtt Sinners 3
the everlafting Punifhment to which every one is liable,
who breaks the Law of Gop in one Point ; that he is a
Sinner againft the Law in numberlefs Inftances, and the
Mind often dwells on many attual Breaches of Gop’s Law;
and fees the juftDefert of Wrath ; it fees it’s infinite Obli-
gxt on to perfet Obedienc=, and hence endeavours to
reform and keep the Law, ull it finds itfelf utterly unable
to obev it aright in one Point or Tittle. Thus the Spine
of Gop goes on to lead the Sinner to fee the Ground and
Reayon of Things as they are {et forth in the Word. He
does not firit awaken Fear, and afterwards fhew them the
Reafon~why they are aﬁ'rald but begins firft with Light,
2s it was in the old Creation, Gad [azd let there be Ligkt,
ord there was Light§. This was his firft Work; and ﬁ)

1t
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{t is in the new Creation, He that commanded the Ligh! to
Fbine cut of Darknmefs, at firft, fbines into our Hearis to give
us the Light of the Knowwledge of the Glory of Ged in the fece
wf Cbrifi* ; and by this Means bows the Will, and draws
or wins over the Affetions. This is a Mark of the true
Spirit. He, therefore, that holds forth Light in preach-
ing the Word, is a #oxker together with that Spirit which
opens the Eyes of the Blind, and caufes therm to fee the
Joft Eftate they are in, and alfo the Glory of Ged in the Foce
¥f Cbrift, in order o change them into the civin: Image; both
are carrying on the fame great Defign of turning Mexn froin
Darknefs to Light, and fromw th: Pewer of Satan te Godt. 1t
is becaufe of Darknefs in the Underftanding, that Men
do not believe, the God of this IWoerid bath tlirded the Afiids
of them that kelieve not, and his End is, leafl the Light of
the glorious Gofpel of Chrift fbould fbine into themt.

Fr is the great Mr. Cramnock, 1 think. who fome where
obferves, that « it is the Devil's Way to begin firft with
¢ the AffefZicns, and win them over o a feemine Rcligion,
¢ and thus will make -a Shew of loping off fcme of the
¢ Branches of Corruption, that he may the more effectu-
& ally deceive the Soul by a feeming Holinyfs ; knowing
& that thefe will grow again, and ordinarily prove a Scan-
% dal to Religion. Like a treacherous General, who, not
* intending to reduce the City he 'is fent to ficht againft,
“ only batters down fome of the out Works and Oraa-
¢ ments, and puts the Inhabitants into fome Fright, but
¢ a5 for the Caftle, he meddles not with it; he leaves
* this as ftrong as ever, and turns out none of its old
¢ Commanders and Soldiers, unlefs it be to put in fome
¢ that will better carry on his treacherous Defign, that
¢ the Caftle being left in the Hands of the Enemy, it
“ may recover all again. But when Gop begins, he falls
+ % to the Caftle firft, 7. ¢. the Underftanding, and having
¢ gained this, the 27/l and Affetions, and all the Powers
% of the Soul, fubmit of Confequence.”

- Taar Spirit, and thofe Preachers which work chiefly
and primanily on the Affe&ions, while the Underftanding

B neglected, are ot of Gop, but are Antichrift.
| 2. THAT
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2. Teat Spint, and thofe Preachers which lead Men
to truft to a Curist witbout them, as exhibied 1n ihe
Word. are of GOD. CHrisT the Word, and tiwre
¢ily, is the Objet of Faith and Truft; and the true Spirit
and true Preachers lead Souls to the Word, to find Chiijt
1 the Offers and Promifes of the Covenant of Grace, and
to reft upon him there. It brings them off trom all Coxn-
fidence, not only in their own Works and Duties, 1n Poin:
of Juftification before Gop, but alfo from all Confidesncs
in, and Dependance upon their beft Frames, Teas, -
largements, Influences and Attainments, to a foini Lo
of Faith upon Grounds that are uncbaigeoprey, viz. 1he
Piciniie of Gop, the Rightecufnefs of Ch#:ff, the Gierr anid
Falirgs that are in him, all <wbich are held up 1n the Word,
as the Gbject of Faith, and can be found no where eiic:
The Spérit and Hord of Faith, do not cauiec Men 1o ajcerd
Saio Leven to biing Chiift dowon from Absve, wer 1o dejeciid
inte tie Dezp 1o bring Him up from thence; but they teacin
us, that ibe 1ird is nigh us, even 1n our Mouth and 1lenii .
even the Scripture, which is the Word of Faith*

Bor there is an cntbufiaftick, antichriftien Spirit, which
leads poor Sculs to reft upon Impulfes, Imprefiions,
Motions, and what they feel within them, as if they wers
the Greund and Reafon of their Faith and Hope; whereas,
the true fealing and feeling of the Spirit, 1 the Fruir 2
Efed of Faith, and not the Ground of it.  Ajrer »o .o~

L 4

licoed, s swore fealed with the boly Sprittt. The true Spiiir

v

o

lcads the Soul to a Dependance upon CurisT withsu Loty
even upon Chrijt in the Word of Grace and Promife; dnd
not upon a CHr1sT within bim, nor upon any created ot
communicated Graces, Gifts, Experiences, Tears, Scr-
rows, Joys, Frames, Feelings, Faith, Hope, Knowledge,
or whatever elie can be named, that is not Gop in Chizy,
exhibited in the Werd of Feith, and Cevenant of Grace.
Theie Thizgs may be Evidences of Grace, and our goad
Eiate, for Chiiff inus is the Hepe of Gleryls but tucy

are not the Obje& of Faith, or Ground of Truft.
A falfe Spirit and falic Apoftles, often lead Men to
trult to a Cheift in their Lrains, to an Image of Chiiic
D painted

¢ Rim.X%,6,7,8 t Ephi,13. 1} Cal. 3, 27.




[ 20 ]

rainted on the Imagination, as being nailed to the Crofs,
Sih Bis Arms xtended, Sice piereed, and the Rlood
ftreaminz, they hear his Groans and butrer Cries, they fee
him id..“..m' «n..pmrv anJ expiring s Or, pe rha}s thcy
have 2 .:\d\ fuea of n, as on a ['brone in Heaven,
fhiningin the greateft Spiendor and Beauty, and hear him
th. NHE : Comicit to t.n.n, and, 1t may be, in the Words
of ¢ u.v:urc t00; and thus being flled ‘with Comfort, hcy
Cilu(ﬂ] Lii:s 3.:}.133 as ategeiner i %, ibe Chicf cinsvg Tem
Jieizrg, and taling down t‘zcy \u).ﬂhp 2nd adore it.
‘*cm: ﬂ. h imaginary A} prenznilons of Coriff, have poifeft
the Miads of many, and been the Ground of their HHopes
of ieaven.  Thele Fances are ever rcady to croud tivm-
felves into the Mind, pot onlv of awakened Sinners, but
aliv o the rrze Cliléver of Goo: Thcy are often beiet
vt fuch viie Imaces nfing up Letore them, aind. Satan
Lke, claiming their W orﬂnp-, and 1t is & Giiel and Hur-
den to them, which they would giadly be nd of, and
which they mourn cver; fo far are they, when led by
the true prri from taking fuch Imaginations tor D::co—
veries of C::r{,} Tke Flofp *rcy?tetb no!bmw F1y Bl eines they

cre fi.‘..'z:, axd ihey eve Life®; and theli c’az}a;:.r of et ?i‘elar
ori—izighiy through God—cafting dowen Tnaginetions, end cvery
bigh Trivg bt ‘exaireth itfelf cgeind Ga., &~~":‘ G.m.q
ha d therefore to fuch vain Fa ‘mw.s, 1s diredtly onnonte
to the Spirit of the Gefpels yea, 1t is ree/; mough seznial
lislas~, and highly oien ive to Ged, who will net give bis
Glery 12 sictivr, ner kis Praile 1o groven or mental L,Irfc:jj
Such Diiceverics as thefe, nzver influenced any one Soul
to Lelieve in Clagl, though they often croud -ito the
Soul [hat does act Faith in him; and fo far as they are
attended to, fo far do tney take off the Mind from the
Ciyet of Faith, even the Truths Gop has revesied con-
cerning his Son, to which the Spirit of Gop leads the
l\-*m“, as the onl} unchangeable Bottom on wh:ch ke can
refl his everlafting Fopes, all other T hings being Nothing
and Vanity, comparcd to this.
3. Tue Operadons of the true $ p‘rit tend to empty
Men, and make them lecome as Giile Children, icicle //’:,{
an.

-

$ Fiuvi, 630t 2Co a5 7 Lads i, 8
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could vou follo v thefe fame Perfons into their Ciofets, you
would find them cither unfteady, havine now and then a
¥ lath of Afedtion, anon a perfed Stupidity and Senitlefs-
nefs, according to the good or bad O]q wn they think
others have of them, or thcv have of tair own Perfor-
mances and Graces, or tnﬁmg and wandriing, yea, carelels
i {ecret Duties. This Sping, difpofes Men to look with
Contemapt on thofe they think have lefs Holinefs than
they have; and with Envy at fucn as outdo them
in cxrraordinary Appearances.  Such are readv to think
their flearts are as good as the beit; they seel a goodd
Heart within, in all thf*y do, and 1o feel not the Want of
2 Good, which is Peverty ¢ f Spirit. A falie Spinit leads
fen 10 reft faished with, and to depend on fome Flathes
ot Joy or Sorrow, and the Exercifes of their Faita, and {o
1wke therr Faith and other Graces, the Ground and Objelt
or thicir Faith. It they can but get their Affections at
Wi, they think they have Religion and Grace in Exer-
¢y never confidering that there are many atiechionate
IHearts that are very corrupt.  Carnal Men mav love fome
‘I ruths that are i‘cnn.nor to the Mind, as they do a fug
face y they may be rovfullv affefted with an cngaging
Fieleription of the Glories of Heaven; they may be filled
with I'ear and Diftrefs, when the Miferies of Hell are inoken
of, and vet be quite deititute of {aving Faith ; yea, n all
rmay have thele Affe€tions moved bySatan, transtormed 1nto
an Angel of Light. Some may weep bitterly to hear the
Svframo':. of Chz’z‘ defcribed, aad vet fo httlc}\thmon 1s 1N
all this, that fuc hK“‘d of Weeping feems to be for .de ez
nst for e, but weep for yourfelves, &c.* Yea, they may have
fuch ftzOﬂ"’ Imaomatmm ot Cirift on the Crofs, excited by
a falfe Spirit, as to affe& them as {honcrh' as if chey acrvally
aw the dreadful Scene adted.  But in ail this there is no
Rcii'v?on 1t procecds from a lying 5pmt fo far as any
Ineoe of € friff 1s formed 1n the Brain, and relied on as an
3 m sLof Favh But the Snirit of Gop emoties a Manor
al'’ ;fz‘,’c laaginations, and brings him to ,c/t‘ on the Trito
etz da the IVend) as that alone which can buar hin U
threu; h Death and Judgment,
TS
* Lide xiii, 2t
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Tur Spirit of Top difpofes Men, while they are
faithful, to be charitable alfo to others : They that are
influcr. od by this good Spirit, are difpofed to hope the ¢:#,
where there appear any Marks of the d-vise fincge 5 they
are, like Chii}, not dilpofed to break tle érupd Revd, winr
guench the fizeding Flax® 5 they are fo {enfible of ther e
Weaknels, and the Body ¢f Sin within ifcm, that they are
ready to pafs by Oifences, and reflsic fuch es cre vrariekan
ina Fault, in tie Spirit ¢f Aiecknefs+.

But a felfe Spirit diipofes Men to be cemferises, con-
demning all that do not come to theiv Standard of Dsfrize
and Expericnces. It 1s a faliv and antichnitian Sprat, winch
difpofes and perfuades Men to juaze of the State of others,
and pronsunce them converted or not, upon ws siber Eviaecir e,
but an Account of Experiences. To make ouriclves
Tudges in this Affair, i3 to goin the Face of the moft
exprefs Scripture, and is a diftinguithing Mark of Ant-
chrift ; for it is his Character, that &: fisteth in ibe Temipie
6f Ged, caliing bimfelf Gedf. And do not taoie fif n 1ie
Seat or Temple of Ged, and call themfeives God, who afiume
to themiclves that divine Prerogative 2o fearch the Heart andl
tiv tke Reins, by which Gop diitinguifheth himfelf from 2l
other Beings ? He afferts this as belonging to him alone;
and is iz not a bold Invafion of the Scat of Gop, for any o
pretend to determine the States of others, by viewing their
L xperiences ?

TuaT the Experiences of others, when known, may
demand our Charity ; and a ksiy Life and 17, ayer
greater Degree of it, 1s evident, and allewed on all Hands;
but to enter into the State, and peremptorily determi:e
who are the Chiidren of Gev, and who not, this belengs to
Gob only. It is true, that the Life and Condult of a
Perfon, joined with his Proteflion, 1s a fufiicient Evilence
t us of his <ifible Starding, but not of his incifidle Staze,
excepting thole who carry the Aferk of Deetk n therr
Forcheads, by living 1n aliowed, open Sin. Few Men
know their own Hearts, yea, the Heart of Muan s
unfearchable to <% but Gop only 5 for nen therefore, 1o
enier on this Work of fearching the Hearts of others,

A 2ES
Dkio A, 3. 4 Calovi, 1, 1 Eachoxxiiih, 20 2 T80 4, 4
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arcuce thir wreiched Ienorance of themivives, and the
Deceiss ~2-gis of taeir own 1 keasts, and s the Fruit of the
Trachinas of the spint of Anuchnft.  Qur ereat Re-
deemer will never ap prove our Attempts to phick up the
Tares oat of s §wkt®. T d9 not mean to infauate, that
inwani Fxpenences are of fitile or no Importaace 1n Rehi-
gion 3 fur 1t 1s abuadantiy evidens, that all true Religion
hath is Kootin the Excerdifes and Tempers of the Hear
and is maintainad by the Influences of tae Spint of Go*m
difvovering the Importance and Glory of unteen Things,
a2nd thus chanomcr 1t into the divine Im.lnc True Rehi-
gion, therefore, in it's Spring or Source, confiits in what
we call Fxpenences, aad without them there can be no
Rebgion.  Bur the Way and Method which Gon has
abhll‘cd in his Word, for us to come to the Knnw ledee
cf the Truth of t?.c}:q)cncrccs we have hasd, aad which
oihers fay they have had, 1s not chuefly by viewmer i
,..xﬁr*mm, hut by thc Fruit they prduce, as » abun-
d:mtl" evident from a Multtude ot Q\nptu'n Ixpen-
erces therefore, in order that they may be clear iy wdences
for us, muft be tried themiclves, by that Rule Gon has
given. us, which requires Frwi. uvrro Holnefs, and this
alonc can prove cur Experiences to be of the nﬂr'lt Nind.
He that will determine the Natare of his owii, or any
particular Man’s Fxpeniences, by viewing them abitre tly
trom the Frui, is ever hable to be deceved.  We krow
very hittle of the intnnfick Nature of Things, which are
molt obvious to our Krowledge; we determine therr
Nature from their Effe&s : And furely few are fo Facle-
eyed as t determine the Narure of 2 p..r'lcu.zr Perion’s
Experiences, by viewing them abftradtly from hoir
Efiedts ; we cannort do this 2ven 1n cur own Cate, much ic's
can wedo 1t in tae Cale of others, whofe Experiences we
are acquanted with only by their Accouat ‘of them, in
which we are Table to be um)o.cc‘ cn, and allo to miun-
dentand what they defign honvirly to cominuncate.  liis
thecciore, high 1P rc.umpt.on tor anv to determine the Sute

s

of others, on tae Evidence of their inward Fxerciies.
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THE e Sp.nt teacheth us, that Religion confills
c: of v 1N Pr.'.:u'., 1. c. in bay Lons, r.ﬁn" trom o3
Fowoors amd e Fxerdiics of 1be Hear, It teaches us
that =ctbin 715 10 be elteerned 1 2 Religion, but that which

- .

brings forth the Fruic of a 2ok, bumule, Jelf-demyirg Lises

¥4

for ‘mrc R:Zxim, aad widsfind e Ged and the Joteir , oS
tl"-. To Tils u’- Foriber: e,’fr axd s !:;::5 bl 'g,‘?ru:rn cid
15 &ocp bims cagpsited from the Werld®, It reaches us to

look en ali Exveriences as fizje, how hich and fur foever
thuv appear, that do not brm" foerth good Fruit, and o
lo:k on all as Eremies of Cii: 'S', who do no: tesp hr Com-
mandmenss, I tbat faith, 1 Inew ki, ad lccemb #5s Fis
C..:mmwdas 5, 5 a Lier+; that all our Lxperiences are
te be mn‘ by this Rula.

Bet a falie Spirit will perfoade Men to hope ail s weil
vith themielves aad ot.lcrb, if they have had a i S
o1 Experiezces, although they fall inte Sin and live o
Cizz2 corerted, axd al WayS CCRT r‘r.‘:d, 1s a true Maxim; out
it is a dreadiul Handle by whnich Satan rumns thofe from
whom the Gofpel is hid; for having icttled this Point,
and once concluded themfelves in 2 State of Grace and
Favour with Gop, on the Foot ef a certain Set of Expe-
riences they ence had, they will m..mnun this Pkrr":n.\,
as long as t'le'» can call to \‘Imd thofe former Foxer r;‘.:",
.stuou«m they row hive and act as azrnn[ and <orldly as
ever.  Satan will perfuade them, that they are yet the
Children of Gop, though they have many I'.ulmos that
goold Men, as Da:d Sﬁ.uhwil, Petcicy Se. have fallcn int
great Sin, and fome of them connnued n 1t for a leng
Time without Repentance; and therefore that their Stz
aid Deadrefs in Religion, is no certain Evidence that tiey
ave not the Children of Gop, efpeciallv as they arc fure
they were once converted, and had Difcoveries o Chriik,
Hence they feel caty, and hope for tleaven, while thy
are oro'nrr in the broad Way of Sin and Death, and do
19T conit 'u‘ thar none have a Right to cat ¢i thc Tree of

I.m, but 1uch as do his Comn: l.ulmu.mi Jut the true
k, ol u‘ t( !lttll l‘s thle lb lbal (J(I‘f’ 'IJI R’ '[’I‘.c‘[/o ;S, I.S
b 47 4
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not rightesses® 3 and be that committeth Sin iz of ibe D2l ;|
Heace it s, ‘that thofe who are led by the true Spiri:, are
fitled with many Doubts and Fears, and lote the Lividences
of their good Eftate, when they i.lll nto Sin, which an-
fiwer an excellent End, as they exate the Backflider to
double Diligence and \’Vatchfumcls over his Temper and
Condu&. Thofe, whofe Evidences are not darkened by
Sin, never faw the Light, but walk in Darkneis, what-
ever Dreams they may “have that the ey fee Laghr.

I could mention many other Marks of the talie Spint;
but as thefe are fome of the Devices of Satan, which at
this Day he chiefly ufeth to infnare and delvde Souls, I
have thouorht it moit neceflfary to mention them.  Having
now gone thr(mtrh ‘what I propofed, Iet us fee what Ufe

may be made of thefe Things, for our fpinzual Good.
Usr 1. Of InstrucTiON.

1. WHaT has been faid, mav ferve to teach us tbe
Danger we are in from <witkeut, 1. €. from Satan transtormed
into an Angel of Light, and thofe whom he influenceth
to carry on “the fame Deficn of dcluding and dut{‘()Yl'lo‘
Souls. We are ever ready to let down our Watch, and
be off cur Guard, and to fuppofe 2ll fafe and fecure; Lictle
confidering that the Enemy of Souls 1s at Hand, and
ufing all poﬁible Art and Strategem to dﬁih‘()) us. Nuch
of our Dang:i- lies in our ngno 1i5fei) hdle of cxr Diuger.
This 1'1)5 us open to the '\ttacl\:. of Satan, and lc.n'u us
wholly in his Power, excepting fo far as the mmr' Fare
Power of Gop upholds us; and he waats neither Mzlice,
Rage, Power, nor Subultv, to deftroy thoie who are
his Power. This Motive the Apoftle pmpo. s to excite
us to Scori et) and Irzg..’arae becauje our Airviary the Devil
walketh about fecking whom ke riay aeciw 4. He is an
Adveriary, full of Rage and fubuil Stratagem ; he goeth
about, 15 ever reftlefs, loﬁnor no \rivantag,c through dle-
nefs, and he feeks to devour and utterly deftroy : There-
fore, it becomes us to be felor and < .:g:!.:rt we fhould be
always on our Guard, bmauic he 1s always making his
Attacks.  Som, yea mwiy, are fo in his Power, and at

hus
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kis Command, that they feel ne Diturbance from Sn
with:n, or Satan witkent; they can hardly believs he has
any Thing to dec with, or troubles nimfelf about them:
'The Reafon is, they make no Retittance to his Governmens,
and ibe fireng Man armed keers the Houfe, and iis Geeds
ers at Peace; but no fooner do any oppoic him, than this
reaviry Lion is engaged mn his Affaults to ruin them.

ence, thofe who are moft watchiul, have the moft frequent
Cembats, and happy for them, they obtain the moft fre-
quent Conquefs too. Very few are acquainted with
Satan’s Devices, or confider themfelves as engaginz with
this fubtil Adverfary, which gives him a double Advia-
tage, for his Succels depends greatly cn his being un-
known; therefore he citen comes as an Angel of Lighr,
that he may not be fuipected, znd under this Appearance,
he lays Walle the Church of Cbryf, and the Souls of
Men, and leads many Captive, pretending to fhew them
the Way to the celeftial Canasn. This thews us the Dan-
ger we are alwavs in; and fhould excite us to the greateft
Diligence and Watchfulnefs. We fhould examine everv
Spot on which we fet our Foot, leaft a Snare be laid for
us: It would be for our Safety ever to apprehend Danger
rear. This would mzke us more watchful of our Condu@
2nd Tempers; and this wouid excite us to a more clefe
Walk with Gop, in whofe Hands our Safety lies. Could
we always be {€nfible of the Greatnefs of our Danger from
Enemies, both <«w:zbin and witkent, and of czr own Weak-
nefs, how would it awaken us to fiy for Refuge to the
great and glorious Redeemer, who holds Men and Deviis
in Chains, and can cruth Satan under our Feet.

2. WHAT we have heard, teacheth us rzbe Obligatisus
we ere under to God, ard our own Souls, to try the Spirils.
This is enjoined by the Authority of Goo himfelf; and
a3 we would not be treacherous to him and his Intereit,
fo we muft try the Spirits. It would be great Treackery
to our King, to harbour every one that pretended to be
his Subject, becaufe many fuch are Spies; and is it not
equally treacherous for us to take every Appearance of -
Rebgion for true Rehgion, and neglet the Trial to which

Gop
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... Gob hath fubje@ed all Rehigion? To do thes, i «1%
R\oc.hrm againft the Authoriy and Coms RERUE ALY
2ad furely they cannot be the Fricnaz b {3op, or ais
(au‘c, who will rot cbey his \.‘Qfli!":“. de. W ane 0
ender ftrong Odiigatisns 16 crivives, ©o v plo Sriving e
aufc we run adrca(.tul Rifaue ¢} peTiiung
re do not: It is far more Miedy that we fali ke e
th.m otherwife, it we o not cavelully iy the p:.;.:.;
wnd thea our Ruin wilt be dreaanlls \garavaied. a5 -we
have been warned of cur Danger.
. Fronm what we have h::.;:f., w2 les=n the shiolute
Necess ity of keoping clole <o the YWoid or oo v aur
only Rule; this ntuit b\. ...:g:: frcr Fe?:', e DD
3¢ air Peils, or we fhail ...:: Far Inte "N andarin g:‘:‘-.-:é Wee,
It we wculd but | hccp to the Werd of Goo 30D, 23 only
Rule of Faith ard ¢ raCt:c Low many Iiriess mighi be
prevented and refuied, whi ch 2re now c"*'\'ng Muinede
out of the Way! We fhould foon find, that #F: Zaws of
tte Lerd is perfeil, and wants nd Additicas fremn new
Revtlations. The #ird of Gov is a tried Wes 4, it has
bzen the Clue by which the Saints in all Ages have found
their Way to Heaven; it is that Voice, when accempa-
! by the Spinit, wnich tbe,- bear bebind them, [jcirg,
Tbis is the Wey, welk ye iz i#*. This not only thews us
the Way to Fleaven, but alfo Points out the Ways to
Dcath and Hell, that we may avoid them; it fets up
awinl Warnings at the Fntry of every By- path to pre-
ventr Men from Defiru@ion. The Scripture 1s 2 plain
Ruie.  All that is neceffary to Salvation 1s clearly revealed
tx,erc, fo ¢hat ke thet runs riay reed; and happy would it
o fur the Church of Gonb, apd Souls of Men, if the
phineﬁ: and moft cbvious Senfc of it was clofely adhered
: This would fave us from innumerable Evils and Mif-
chiefs, and would bury many Errors out of Sight; this
would unite the jarring Pariies of Chnitians, and make
tire Church of Carist /l(’(’ttltfll as Tirzah, canoly as Jeru-
falem, and terrible as an Army with Bannerst. [ To forfake

this aniy R, and in its Stead fet up our own Rea/on,
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[piritnal Senfe, as it is called, or the Licht <withir, or new

velations from ftrong Impuifes, Feices, or Fifens, 1s 1o
foriake Truth, for a Falfbeed, Light, for Darknefs, and
in the End, Heaven and the eternal Enjoymient of Gop
and Chrift, for the dark Abode of [Hell and the Company
of Devils. To the Law and the Teftimony, let us apply
for Dire@ion and Counfel in all our Ways; and let not
any think themfelves at Liberty to form any Standard for
themfelves or others, by which to try either Do&rines,
Fxperiences, or Pra&ice, befide this only, this perfect
Rule.

4. Tuis Difcourfe alfo teacheth us, zhat there mayvhe,
and often has been, great Appearances of Religion, which
have bid fair for the Wame of real Godlinefz, which all
the while have the Prince of Darknefs for their Auther.
Satan may counterfeit true Religion fo nearly, that few
will readily difcover the Cheat, and when it 15 difcovered
by fome, others will not believe it.  Thofe that take every
Appearance of Religion, and every kind of Concern,
‘Terror, and inward Diftrefs, about tae future State, for
true Convition, and every Appearance of Joy and Com-
fort, of Faith and Love, for true Converfion, feem to bc
very. ignorant of the Devices of Satan, and the many
counterfeit Appearances of ‘Religion, which he has been
the Author of 1n the World.  Lect us therefore learn, wot
to beiteve every Spirit, but, try the Spirits, by the Rule o7
the /7ord, whetker they are of God.

5. WE may hence learn how to diftinguifh between
the true and falfe Spirits; the true Spirit brings Light
and Truth to the Underftanding, by which Mcans the
Will is bowed, and the Affe@ions gzined over to a Liie
of Holinefs, Self-denial, and fweet Communion with Gon.
But the fulfe Spirit begins with the Affettiens firft, and
diags the judgment after them. The true Spirit brings
the Soul to reft on Chrif?, in the Word and Promife of Gov;
but the falfe Spirit ‘would have Men truit to a Chriff 1ny
the Fleart, to their Frames, Feelings, Joys, Sorrows, .
The Spiriz of Gon empties 2 Man and makes him poss
in Spirst, it humbles him and makes him nothing in hi:
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. .\. wn E 'cs buit the Spirit of Darknefs fills Men with high

‘Thou: rhts of themiclves, of their Attainments in Hoh-
nefs and Knowledge. It puffs them up with.tacir Gifts,
«nd makes them forward and ready to fet up for Teachers
of others, without a due Regard to the f: wcd Inftitunion
of the holy Miniftry, which he has guarded in the moft
folemn Manner. Goo, by his Spint, teachcth Men 10 be
charitable and meck toward all Men, 7o Jspe ail Things,
believe ali Things, and endure all Things; but a delufive
Spiric eiten teacheth Men to be cenforicus and bitter to-
wargs thole who do not come up to their Standard in
I'J.xD»I'l(T'ICC.,, {Ie.

AxD as we may learn to diftinguifh the true and falfe
qp;rzt:, fo we hence fee how to try the Preachers of the
Waord; for thofe who preach the Word, are Workers to-
gether with the Spirit “of Gop, and both are carrying on
the fame Defign of turning Men jn»rz Darknefs to f,wl"t
and from the Power of Satais to Ged; but thofe who preach
themielves, their own Fancies and Impulies, which are
Darknefs, and not Light, they are Fellow-workers with
the Spirit of Anttchrlﬁ and are carrving cn one Defign
with the Spirit of Daancfs, even 1o enfnare Men in Sin
dnd cverlafting Darknefs. The Rules therefore already
lud down to try the Spirits by, ar¢ the Meafure by which
o try the Minifters of Cériff, and fafe Apoftles.  Thote

. "who are holding up the Lgbt of the Trutb before the

Undcritandnws Of Men, in order to engage and lead
them to Gov 1n Chbrif for Life, are thofe wao arc \Weikers
torvc:fhcr with Gop. But thofe who ufe all their Powers

' 1‘*3' o on the Affections, while the Light 1s but faintly

preicmted to the Underftanding, are carrymg on a quite
(hi}c;en't Duwn and expofing Men to the Snares of Satan.

X - Use II. Of Trrat.

* Ly7 uws now, mv Brethrea, wichout Partiality or Pre-
Judice m our{de, by what we have now hf.’al\., and

. mmake the Application toa our own Souls, apd iacuire

whctl.m ‘Wwe live under a Senfe of ‘aur Danger, of beine
dLLCd By Satan" We mult remc"xb“, t‘u' wW¢ ha\'f' ¢l
Lnziny
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Eacmy within as well as without, even a Hew: tlet is
deceriful abeve all Things, and defpera’ely wicked® ; which i;
‘ever ready-10 betray us into the Hand of Satan, and
therefore we need a2 double Guard; but as no one ever
fets 2 Guard where no Danger is apprehended, fo thof:
who are infenfible of the Danger they are in, from ;s
nemy within and without, will never maintain a careivl
kb againft t.em. The more we are fenfible of our.
mger, the lefs are we expofed to it; he therefore that
sprehends himfelf fafe, while in this Valley of Tears and
'teld of Battle, is doubtlefs afleep, or deluded by Satan
1to a carnal Confidence; and the more we are awake to
Jar Danger, the more evident is it that we are warring
vagainft Principalities and Powers, and ipiritual Wicked-

nefles in high Places+.

LeT us turn our Thoughts 2gain inward, and inquire
whether the Exercifes of our Hearts, and the Operations
we have experienced, will abide the Tral of the Word ?
If our Affections and Paflions have been awakened, while
Darknef$ remains in\\'our Underftandings ; or; if our Judg-
ment follows our Affetions, the Operation is not divine.
Gop is the Author of Light, and with krm is no Darknefs
et all1; and if ccr Minds have not been inlightened to
Jee Things as they are, the Operation has not been of Gop.

Is the Truth of a faithful Gop in the Word, the Gresnrd
of your Faith'and Truft? and is the diwime Beauty and
Excelleney of thofe Truths, the Qbje& with which your
Will and Affections clofe? All that receive the Lord Fefus
Chrift by Faith, recesve bim ard roft cn bin as beis offzred in
the Gofpel. ‘True Faith never refts on Cirif formed 1o
the Heart; this is the Evidence, but not the OBfei of true .
Faith, which always takes Céri# in the Word and Tefti-
mony of Gob; and that Faith which receives Céri in &
Teftimony, 1s that by which he will b2 admired and glerified
at kis connag ; as you may fee, 2 Tbef. 1, 10, 11. True
Faith goes aut of 12/%if to reft on Cbrift in the Word.

WE have heard thar she Spirit of Gop humbles Men, +
and makes them as littld Children, "that it empties th:g&(
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of all their Gifts and Graces, in Poing of Dependancc o
Merit, and difpofes them to efteem themfelves as wort!
lefs, as /efs tban the lect of Gl Saimts. If tlierefore -
hzve not been thus empzy, yea, if we do not live und
the InQuence of {fuch a Spirit, we are not influenced
thg Spirit of Gop. Once more; if the Spirit in us dc
ot bring ferth the Fruit of Holinefs and new Qbedient
it is not of Gop. If e arc created anew in Ch..ﬁ‘ it
urto geod Werks* 5 and if Chbriff bas purified us, it is 4
we may te zealcus of good Werkst. It is by this we are

all our Expenences. Nothing is frue Reiigion, |
that which brings forth good Frutt, all befide muit
hewn down and caft into the Fire].

It 1s a Matter of infinite Importance, that we do n
miftake in this Affair, as in this lies our eternal State, for
excep: <we are born again of the Spirit of God, we canist
enter 1kto the I&:ﬂgdm of Gad§. How fad will be the
Cale of fuch as have had raifed Hopes of Heaven, when
tney come, end kniock. [aying, Lerd, Lord, open to us, and

ke fball profefs unto them, 1 mever knew Xou, depart from me
" 3¢ Workers of Iniquity. Nothing thétefore fo much de-
mands our Care and Dlhgcncc, as to make fure of a real
Intereft in the Favour of Gop, through Chriff; and to fee
“that our Title be founded on the IVord and Ceverant of

‘Gop.
Use III. Of ExHORTATION.

WhaT we have heard fhould excite us 2o try tke Spinits,

- and ot bekieve every Spirit.  As we are always in grear

Dnncrcr(ﬁ'om the Subtilty of Satan, ard as he is always

endeavowring to draw us afide from the Truth, fo it is our

_ AWifdom to keep on our Guard? and admit nothing for
“true Religion, but what will abide the Trial of the W Vord.

- ¥f once this Rule is laid afide, you will wander in the

x‘ endlefs Mazes of Error and Delufion : When Men oace

’go out of the Path of Scripture Truth, to what a Length

“will they wander in Darknefs ! 70 e Loz, then, aid the

mony = Hold your Bibles as dear, yea, darer than your
y:the youronly Charter for Heaven, and your

Ou }

‘ :!i: !4- I Ma:. 1iy, 1c. § Fobr, iil, 3.
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caly Compas to cire X veur Canvte rather Tl"" Hced,

thercrore, thas vou do not (5 them, or fieer veur
Courte without their Dircttion. Acain, be muchine arnett
P*r'c' to Geo sor tae Dircciion of ks 5'\..'.’. to lead vou
inty all necefiiry Trithe Your [hwen s opg a £2
c;u":c‘.’, befare vou will cannier ond l o “/.. 0 2
Sertptuie, fo 25 o keep you trom rr' v IFGon dase nar
dire your T "'nw‘\ts o the Truth: b~ has rev '(‘l‘u.\l, Vol
will not be hikelv to conlidor oron :'t']"'ﬂ wiaen aedlds
theratore, be otten 22 the Mot v &y and piead vt Gan,
that he would inhgaten veser :~E:.. = intn the RKmowledze
of his holv Wil l’L.ld VLT awa D indrance :nd B‘lm... fs,
with a Heart-af ceting Sewe c:’ , beto 20 Picad
vour Weaknets and Iniufti onov £ encounter Q.:t.z:‘.‘ o
your own Heait, 1 plead 0 “ o7 of vour 3ouls, the
Bicod and Subiennzs of fe s, 1oz rich Grace of (m)
through him; plcad vour Covenant Relanion to Go'>, as
his Pwp‘e, ac leaft in a vifible Re ‘.:'.::on, as his Name has
been called on you ; plead the Hazour of hisown Name,
and the RCPW..,n th arwill come :::)on xr if Satan 35 fulered
to lead you avmy into Error; O, pltadexrasitly withGon,
for kis Spirit to lead you, bv teachin o vou the Truth: ot
his Word, and mﬂuencmc you m a Life of Chedirace,
Berake yourizlves daily to G, by Faith 2 reaswed
Repentance, foi H.c ot "Gon, 8 made unto us Wildomn,
Righteoufnets, Sanctification and Redemprion 5 ia Lim is
everlatting Stre 1frth Aad whie you are pleading for
ourfelve® remember otiers, efnccially fuch as appear w
led away by Error and Deluion. O, veware of 1ndual;-
ing any Ritternefs awainft them, coniiderinz that you arz
as hablc to fall, and be led away by °atan, the Moment
Gob leaves you ; and therefore, pity them and piay for
them, that thcv may be recovered from the Srares of the
Devil, and that you yourfelves may be kept trom Krror,
and onpoﬁno any Thing that 1s6t Gop.  Doces not your
Hearts mourn for fuch as ac (\L‘.Cl‘tl)’] d away by the
Prince of Darknefs ? And fhou!! yeu not be very unpor-
tunate wigh Gop, that he would Jeiiver them from the
Jaws of that devouring Lion ?

FinaLry,
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Faxaliy, 2t us all be awakéned to 2 Scnfe of our
D.m.xr, and a clefe Ap')luatwn to the divine Rule Goo
has giver us.  To Gop I would odinintend you, and to the
Word of his Grace, which is abl€to keep vmurom falling,
and prefent you faultlefs before the Prejence of his Glory,

with etceeding Joy.——To the only wife Gon, our - =
Saviout, be (:lory and Majefly, Dominion and Power,

‘ bgch'mw'and forever. A M E N,
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